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Skieriff  Court  Houses  (Scotland)  Amendment  Bill  (No.  193)— 

iromd,  '«  Tbat  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— ( Th»  Earl  of  Dalkousie)  , .  3 
Amflndment.  ffiowif,  to  leave  out  ("now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("this  day  six  months,")— Lord  Ahinger :) — After  short 
debate,  on  Question,  That  ("now"}  stand  part  of  the  Motion?  their 
Lordships  divided ;  Contents  24,  Not-Oontents  26;  Majority  2: — 
£e$9h€d  in  the  negative. 

DiTiaion  List,  Oontents  and  Not-Contents  . .  8 

Muted,  "That  the  Bill  be  read  2*  this  day  six  months," — {The  Lord 
Ahinger:) — After  short  debate,  on  Question?  their  Lordsfaijw  divided; 
Contents  29,  Not-Oontents  82 ;  Majority  3  i—Rewlved  in  the  negative. 

Division  List,  Oontents  and  Not-Contoits  . .  . .  8 

Bill  to  be  read  2'  on  Thuraday  next. 

Oyster  Cultivation  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  197)— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— {The  Lord  Fretidmt)  . .  7 

After  diort  debate, \Motton  agreed  to: — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  «o»- 
mittad  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  7%ur»dttif  next 

Fkitatb  Bills  (Bazlwatb) — ^Nbw  SrABDnra  Obdkb— Bbsolijtiozt — 
Moved  to  retoho — 

**  That  where  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  Agriculture,  or  other  flimilar  body  mffi- 
cieDtly  representing  a  purticolar  trade  or  baBineH,  in  any  diBtrict  to  which  any 
Bailvsy  BUI  relate*,  petition  againat  the  Bill,  alleging  that  anch  trade  or  basiness 
will  be  iDjoiionaly  affected  by  the  rates  and  farea  proposed  to  be  authorised  by  the 
Bill,  or  is  injnrioiuly  affected  by  the  rates  and  fares  already  aathorised  by  Acts 
relating  to  the  railway  nndertakiog,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Select  Committee 
to  whom  the  Bill  is  referred,  it  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the  petitioners  or  their 
eonnsel  or  agents  and  witnesses  on  anoh  allegation  agunst  the  Bill,  or  any  part 
tboreof,  or  against  the  rates  and  fares  anthcniaedby  the  laid  Acts,  or  any  of  twSJ^T-^^]^ 
(TkeLordJ^HHiier)..  ..  ..  DigifTzed  b7XjV)pgl(^ 
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Phitatb  Bills  (Bailvats)— «oii<^iwMf. 
After  short  debate,  Amendment  moved, 

To  leare  oat  ("  or  is  injuriouBly  affected  by  the  rates  and  fares  alnady  authorued  by 
Acts  relating  to  the  railway  ondertaking,")— lord  TTiniMrUiffk.) 

After  further  short  debate,  on  Question  ?  agreed  to. 

Then  it  vas  moved  to  leave  oat  ("authorised  by  the  said  Acts,  or  any  of  them  ")  and 
add  at  the  end  of  the  reaolation  ("proposed  to  be  authorised  by  the  same"); 
agretd  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolatioo  be  declared  a  Standing  Order ;  and  that  it  be  entered 
on  the  Roll  of  Standioff  Orders,  and  be  printed.  (No.  207.) 

Bbfeksbhtatioh'  of  thb  Psoflb  Bixl— The  Auttthh  Session — Obseira* 
tiona,  The  Earl  of  Bedesdale ;  Beplj,  Earl  GruiTille Short  debate 
thereon  ..  ..IS 

AsicT— Pat,  Fbouotion,  asd  Kon-Effbotivb  Pat — ^Thb  Betised  Rotal 
Wabbaht— Question,  The  Earl  of  Longford;  Answer,  The  Earl  of 
Morler  ..  ,.  ..  ..30 
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FiBBBRT  Piers  and  Harbouhs  (Ireland)— Aughris  Pier,  CoCHxy  Suoo 

— Question,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  . .  . .  32 

The  Botal  Unitebsitt  of  Irelaitd— Question,  Mr.  Kenny;  Answer,  Mr. 

Trevelyan      . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 
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for  Steam  Enqines — Question,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Fawcett    . .  34 

The  Irish  Ijaitd  Cohuission  (Sub-Commissiosees) — Sittdtq  at  Tuam — 
Qnestions,  Viscount  (Mchton,  Colonel  Nolan ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tre- 
velyan . .  . .  . .  84 

The  ^oistract  (Ireland)— The  Bet.  J.  B.  Fbith  —  Questions,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  Gibson,  Tiscount  Oriohton ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan,  The 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  . .  86 

Law  Airo  Justice  (Jxklasd) — Oasb  op  Johv  Dohoohite,  a  Lvkatio — 

Questions,  Mr.  Harrington ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan   . .  . .  38 

Tbx  Board  of  Works  (Ibkland)— Case  of  M'Huqh,  of  Bolihtafft— 

Question,  Mr,  "Deaey ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  . .  . .  39 

Botax.  Ibish  Constabttlabt — Promotions— SuB-I»sPEcTOB  James  Ellis 

French — Question,  Mr.  Deasy  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  39 

Overhead  Telegraph  Wibes  —  Legislation  —  Question,  Sir  Alexander 

Gordon;  Answer,  Mr.  George  Bussell  . .  . .  40 

Taccination  Act,  1867 — Evesham  Board  of  Guardians— Question,  Mr. 

Hopwood  ;  Answer,  Mr.  George  Russell  . .  . .  . .  40 

Navy — The  Dockyards— The  Visiting  Timber  Inspector— Question,  Mr. 

Puleston;  Answer,  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  ..  ..41 

Navy — ^Thb  Dockyards — Commission  oh  Dockyard  Work— Question,  Mr. 

Puleston ;  Answer,  Mr.  Campbell-Bannermau  . .  . .  41 

Public  Health  —  Ii^btation  of  BcTTERmE  and  Oleokabqabine — 

Question,  Mr.  Guy  Dawnay ;  Answer,  Mr.  Dodson       . .  . ,  41 

Law  and  Police  (Metbopolis)— The  Beform  Demonstration— Questions, 
Mr.  Guy  Dawnay,  Mr.  Warton,  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mr.  Tatton  Egerton, 
Mr.  Jesse  Oollings,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr.  B.  N.  Fowler;  An^erSnAf^ 
Shaw  Lefevre,  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir  WilUam  Haroourt  Dg  tizid  by^OUglV 
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Fabllucekt — Business  of  the  House — Royal  Couets  of  Justice  Bill 

— Question,  Mr.  Whitley ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  . .  46 

Nayt— CoLLisios  BKTVKEir  Iboh-Glass  HI  BAimiT  Bay — QuMtion,  Mr. 

W.  H.  Smith ;  Answer/^Mr.  Oampbell-Banaermaa       . .  . .  46 

EoTPT  (Events  in  the  Soudan) — General  Qobdoh— Obserrations,  Lord 

Edmond  Fitzmaurioe  , .  . .  . .  , .  46 


ORDERS  OF  TBE  DAY, 


B0PPLT — eotuidtrgd  in.  Committee — Civtl  Seetiob  Estiuatzs— 

(In  the  Committee) 

Class  H.— Salabxes  asd  Expenses  op  Civil  Depabthsnts. 

(i.)  41,337,  to  complete  the  sam  for  the  OharltaUe  Donationi  and  Bequasta  Office, 
ueland. 

(>.)  Motioa  made,,  and  QoestioD  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £109,644,  be 
granted  to  Her  M^esty,  to  complete  the  sam  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  coune  of  payment  oaring*  the  year  endloK  on  the  Slat  day  m  March 
1S85,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Local  GtoTsrDiiunt  Board  in  Ireland, 
inclading  varioas  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxaticm  "  > .  . .  47 

After  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding: 
£108,544.  bo  granted,  &c." — (Vr.  Moore  .-)— After  farther  long  debate.  Motion,  by 
leeva,  withdrawn. 

Origin^  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  144 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  pnt,  "That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £102,144,  be  granted, 

&e."—{Mr.  Kenntj      The  Oommittee  dicidad ;  Ayes  21,  Noes  lOS  ;  Majority  84. 

(Div.  List,  No.  174.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed After  short  debate,  Original  Question  pat,  and 
agreed  to. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum.  not  excooding  £39,997,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  ()ffice  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland  "  . .  149 

After  debate,  Question  put  :-'The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  61,  Noes  12  ;  Majority 
49.— (Div.  List.  No.  175.) 

Moved,  "That  the  Resolutions  bo  reported  to  the  Housa," — (.V/-.  Cjitftney  :) — After 
short  debate,  Jlotion  agreed  to. 

BesoluUons  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Supply — Bbport — Resolutions  [July  21]  r<!pffri*rf  ..  ..  190 

Besolations  1  to  5,  incIusiTe,  agreed  to. 
Besolution  6 — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £23,5)8,  bo  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  tho 
Bum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  3Iat  day  of  March  1885,  for  tho  Salaries  and  Expenses  or 
the  Board  of  Supervision  for  Relief  of  the  Pour  and  for  Expenses  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Vaccination  Acts,  including  certain  Urants  in  aid  of  Local  Taxation  in 
Seotland." 

After  short  debate,  Besolution  agreed  to. 
Bemaining  Besolations  agreed  to. 

HaglBtrates  (Ireland)  Salaries  Bill  [Bill  292]— 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read  . .  . .  . .  191 

After  short  debate,  Second  Beading  deferred  tUl  Thweday. 

In&nts  Bill  [Bill  14]- 
BQl  aMM»i!l«r«{  in  Oommittee    ..  191 
After  short  time  spaut  therulu,  Cj.umittoo  report  Fro^ressi  to  ut  ^^Konlp 
upon  7%Hnday.  ^      ^  o 
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unitary  Benstons  and  Teomanry  Pay  Bill— 
Motion  for  Leave  ( Sir  Arthur  BayUr)       . .  . .  . .  198 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agr»td  to^: — Bifl  to  make  farther  provision 
with  regard  to  the  Pensions  of  Soldiers,  and  to  the  Pay  and  Pensions  of 
the  Yeomanry,  and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  (Th«  Marqueu  of  Sart- 
ington,  5ir  ^rM»r  ^ay^);iV0iM««tf,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  302.] 

Cholera,  &e.  Protection  Bill— 0'-rf*r«i  {Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Dawton) ;  prtttniti,  and  retd 

th«  fitst  time  [Bill  808]  ..  ..  198 

Chartered  Companies  WiW— Ordered  {The  Attorn*^  General,  Mr.  CKancelhr  of  the 

Bxehejuer,  Mr.  Solieitor  QenertOi  ;  preemtted,  and  read  the  flnt  time  [BUI  804]       . ,  199 

OOUMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  JULY  23 
0BDER8  OF  THE  DAT. 


SUFFLY — tontiiend  in  Oommittee — Civil  Sbbvios  Estdu-tbs— 

(In  the  Oommittee.) 

Class  II. — Salabibs  anj>  Expbnsbs  of  Civil  Dbfabthbiits. 

(t.)  £4,416,  to  complete  the  ram  for  the  Record  Office,  Irelmd. — ^After  short  debate, 
Vote  agreed  to       ..  ..  ..  190 

(9.)  £11,126,  to  complete  tho  8um  for  the  Registntr  Oeneral's  Office,  Ireland. — After 
short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to         ..  ..  . .  204 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  oot  exoeedii^  £16,593,  be 
granted  to  Her  ilajesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
Till  oome  in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3Ist  day  ot  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  tibe  General  Valuation  and  Boundary  Sorrey 
of  Imand"         . .  . .  . .  . .  210 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £16,193,  be 
granted,  &c." — (Mr.  Sexton  :) — After  long  debate,  Question  put; — The  Committee 
divided;  Ayes  58.  Noes  116;  Bli^ority  58.— (Div.  LiBt,No.  178.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed    ..  ..  ..  ..  289 

After  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £16,298,  be  granted,  ftc,"— (Jfr.  Seal^ :}— After  further  short  del»te.  Motion, 
by  leaTO,  withdraton. 

Original  Question  put,  and  i^r«ed  t9. 

Class  HI. — Jjatw  and  Justice. 

(4.]  £54,661,  to  complete  the  ram  for  Law  Charges. — After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreedto  ..  ..  ..  273 

(5.)  £2,707,  to  complete  the  ram  for  the  Public  Frosecutor^a  Office.— After  short 
debate.  Vote  agre^  <e  . .  . .  , .  . .  274 

Beeolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow:  Oommittee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

XTlster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  Bill  [Bill  244] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [14th  July], 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time  :  "—Question  again  pro- 
posed : — Debate  returned     , .  . .  . .  . .  277 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to  .'—Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Mendojf  next. 


Ventilation  of  the  House — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Ventilation  of  the  Hoose  have 
power  to  inquire  as  to  the  noxious  smells  which  occasionally  pervade  the  House,  and 
into  the  cause  of  the  Bame,-'(Jfr.  ffiltiam  Senry  Smith.)  , 
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Bin  to  consolidate  the  law  relating  to  arbitration — Pre$0nM  (The  Lord 
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SuHDHro  Obdxbs — Labouhihg  Class  Dwellings — Motion  for  Frihtino— 

Jfomf,  "That  the  Tooposed  Amendmests  to  the  Botue  of  Lrardi  Standing  Orden  on 
labonring  Claw  Dvellinga  bo  printed,"— ( The  Marquut  of  SaliMhtrp)  . .  27S 

After  short  debate,  If  otion  agreed  to : —  Ordtrtd,  That  the  said  Amend- 
ments be  taken  into  consideration  on  Tuesday  next. 

Tramways  (Ireland)  ProvlBional  Order  Bill  (No.  168)— 
Hoose  in  Committee  (according  to  Order)    . .  . .  . .  281 

Amendments  made ;  the  Beport  thereof  to  be  received  on  Mimday  next ; 
and  Bill  to  heprinted,  as  amended.    (No.  211.) 

Poor  Law  GhiardiaiiB  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  201)— 
Movtd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'," — {Ths  Lord  Prmdmt)  . .  282 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out  ("now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 

Motion  ( "  this  day  three  months,")— £arl  of  Longford.) 
After  short  debate,  on  Question,  That  ("now")  stand  part  of  the  Mo- 
tion? their  Lor^hipB  dmdtd;  Contents  41,  Not-Contents  110;  Ma- 
jority S9. 

Division  list.  Contents  and  Not-Ckmtents  . .  294 

Rmhtd  in  the  luga^: — Bill  to  be  read  2*  Mm  <2iiy  three  wumih. 

Bheriir  Court  Houses  (Scotland)  Amendment  Bill  (No.  198)— 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— ( 77u  Earl  of  Dalhoutie)  . .  296 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  2'  aooordingly,  and  torn- 
mitUd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hpuse  on  Jionday  next.  [6.1$.] 
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(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III.— Law  and  Justice. 


VOL.  COXCI.    [thibd  BsaiEB.]      [   c  ] 


—After  Bhort  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 
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(t.)  ^289.822,  to  oomplete  the  sum  for  the  Sapreme  Court  ©f  JadicatuM.— After 
debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  .  •  .  ■  ■  • 

(5.)  £9,078,  to  complete  the  sam  for  the  Wreck  Commission. 

(4.)  £370,726.  to  oomplete  the  anm  for  the  County  Courts. —After  short  debate,  Vote 
tffrtedto  ,.  ..  ..  ••  871 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  QneeUon  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,442,  be 
gnnted  to  Her  Hajeetr,  to  oomplete  the  sam  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 

1885,  for  the  Salariea  and  Expenaea  of  the  Office  of  Land  Registry  "  . .  38ft 
tfotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1.442,  be 

granted,  &c.,"—(Jfr.  Arthur  ^mo/d:)— After  short  debate,  Question  pat:— Tha 
Committee  divided;  Ayes  32,  Noes  41 ;  Majority  9.— (IMt.  List,  No.  179.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(b.)  £18,690.  for  ReTiBing  Barristers,  England. 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,023,  be 
gruited  to  Her  Majesfy,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  Uie  Charge 
which  will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  vaa  Slst  day  of 
March  1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  FoUoe  Coorts  of  London  and 
Sheemess"         ..  ..  .,  ..  893 

After  short  debate.  Question  put The  Committee  divitUd;  Ayes  60,  Noes  84; 
Hajorily  26.— {^t-  List,  No.  ISO.) 

(8.)  £979,875,  to  oomplete  the  earn  for  the  Uetrutoliian  Police. 

(9.)  Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed,  *'  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £963,298,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majorty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  endmg  on  tho  Slst  day  of  March 

1886,  for  certain  Expenses  connected  with  the  Police  in  Counties  and  Boroughs  in 
England  and  Wales  and  with  the  Police  in  Scotland  '*  . .  ••  30S 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £963,293,  he 
granted,  Ac.,"— (Jfr.  Sexton  0— After  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  mtMrawii. 
Chiginal  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(10.)  £285,109,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Convict  Establishmonta  in  England  and  the 
Colonies. 

(it.)  £374,869,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Prisons,  England  ..  >■  438 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  '*  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leaTO  to 

sit  again,"— CJ'f.  Harrington ;)— Motion,  by  leave,  tcithdraicn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed :— After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to. 

BoBolutions  to  be  reported  To'inorrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-tnorrow. 

Uanidpal  Elections  (Corrapt  and  Illegal  Practices]  Bill— 
Bill,  as  amended,  further  eonti^erei  . .  436 

Aftffl:  debate,  Bill  read  iKe  third  time,  and  pa$»$d. 

Royal  Courts  of  Justice  BiU  [Bill  139]— 
Order  for  Committee  read: — Uoved,  "That  this  Ilouse  'will,  npon 

Monday  next,  resolve  itself  info  the  said  Committee,"— (3/r.  Courtnoy)  476 
Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  Monday  next,"  in  order 

to  insert  ue  voids  "MondAj  4th  Aogost/* — (ifr.  Warton,) — instead 

thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  'Monday next'  stand  part  of  the 
Question  : " — Question  put,  and  agned  to : — Committee  4$f9rrti  till 
Monday  next. 

Saperannuation  Bill  LBill  146]— 
Order  for  Committee  read      , .  . .  . .  . .  477 

After  short  debate,  Bill  eotuidtrod  in  Committee: — Committee  report 
Fn^ress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Mondag  next. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill  [Bill  299]— 

Order  for  Committee  read         . .  . ,  . .  , .  477 

Moved,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Works  Loans  that  they 
have  power  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Harbour  Accommodation  in  their  Beport  of  1883,  having  reference  to  the  reduction 
of  the  rate  of  interest  charged  on  advanoes  made  under  *  The  Harboura^nd  Passing 
Tolta  Act,  1861,'  "-(tfr.  Morjcribmk:)  CoOgfe 
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hMia  Wori$  Loant  ih'^— oonUnoed. 

AAer  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjoarned," — {Mr. 

Indtnciek  :) — Motion,  by  leave,  mthdrawn. 
After  further  short  debate.  Bill  eonsid»r«d  ia  Committee    , .  . .  486 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Oommittee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 

lit-morrow. 

Savings  Banks  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  277]— 
MK$i,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow,"— ( Mr.  Courtney)  489 
After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  a^rttd  to  .'—Second  Beading  d^forrod 

till  To-morrow. 

Supply— Befobt— Resolutions  [22nd  July]  reported  . ,  , ,  490 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 
Second  Resolution  postponed. 
Third  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Postponed  Resolution  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 


Xtpiniig  Laws  Continuance  Bill— ^''<'^'<'  {Xr.  fferiert  Ghiatcne^  Mr.  c*ui-tHtg); 

pre$enitd,  and  read  the  tint  time  [Bill  306]  . .  . .  ■ .    4  90 

[3.30.] 

LORDS,  FRIDAY,  JULY  25. 

£aTPi— The  CloH7BBS2rcE— Question,  Earl  De  La  Warr;  Answer,  Earl 
GnuiTille       ..  .,  ..  ..  ..491 

[4.80.] 

OOUMONS,  FRIDAY,  JULY  26. 
QUESTIONS. 


IfoiBOPOLis  (Thames  Gbo^sihos)— Bbidos   at  LrrrLH   Towss  Hru. — 

Question,  Sir  Hussey  Virian ;  Answer,  Ifr.  R.  N.  Fowler  . .  491 
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Hibbert  ..  ..  ..  ..493 

floOTLAKD  NoETHEHX  LiGHTS  ComMISSIONEES — LlGHTHOUSE    ON   FaIE  IsLE 

— Question,  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay;  Answer,  Mr.  Chamberlain  ..  494 
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Post  Oitice  (lRELAin))--DisPLAT  of  Paett  Eublems  by  the  Lettea 
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Answer,  Mr.  Fawcttt         . .  . .  . .  490 
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Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone       . .  . .  . .  . .  503 
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0BDEB8  OF  THE  DA  7. 

Sopflt — Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair :  " — 

Inland  Revenge— Carriage  Tax — Resolution — Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  tli*  end  of  the  QuestioD,  ia  order  to  add  the 
words  "  the  Taxed  on  Carriage*  are  exceptional  in  their  character,  and  iojurious  to 
trade,  and  should  therefore  be  abolished," — {Lord  Algernon  Ptrey,) — instead 
thereof  , .  . .  . .  , ,  . .  505 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question : "—After  short  debate,  Question  put:— The  House 
dividtd;  Ayes  93,  Noes  38 ;  Majority  55. — (Dir.  last,  No.  183.) 

Main  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair : " — 

Parliament — Public  Business — Procedure — House  of  Lorhs  Bills — 
Observations,  Mr,  Warton ;  Reply,  Mr.  Gladstone       . .  . .  522 

Central  Asia — Russian  Advance — Observations,  Mr.  Macfarlane  ;  Re- 
ply, Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  . .  . .  . .  . .  62ff 

PooE  Law  (Irklamd) — Election  of  Guardians,  Newbt  Union — Illegal 
Action  of  Heturninq  Officbb — Observations,  Mr.  Small ;  Reply,  Mr. 
Trevelyan : — Short  debate  thereon  . .  . .  . ,  526 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — ^The  Tubbercttbby  Paisonebs — Observa- 
tions, Mr.  Sexton;  Reply,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Irdand: — Short 
debate  thereon  . .  . .  , ,    529 ' 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

STTPFLT — fiomidtrad  in  Committee— Civil  Servioe  Ebtiicatbs- 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III. — Iiat  and  Justice. 

(i.)  £134,967,  to  complete  the  Bom  for  Reformatory  and  ladustrial  Schools,  Great 

Britain. — After  short  debate,  Vote  turetd  to         ..  .,  6^9 

(«.]  £19,772,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Broadmoor  Criminal  Ij£^ti£^urlani. 

—After  short  debate.  Vote ir^wrf  to  .,     '  Digiiized  [^.^^UUglt; .  £41 
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iJufy  25.]  Pl^0 

Bumr—CtrxL  Sibtici  EamcATSu— Committe*— «eM<ii»Mtf. 

(3.)  Hbtioil  swde.  and  Queation  proposed,  "  That  a  Bum,  not  szoeeding  £38,801,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majeaty,  to  complete  the  aam  neeeasary  to  defray  the  Chatve  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  tho  year  ondtn<*  on  the  Slst  day  ot  March 
I88fi,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expensosof  the  Lord  Advocate's  Department,  and  others, 
connected  with  Criminal  Proceedings  in  Scotland,  including  certain  Altownnccs 
under  the  Act  15  and  16  Vic.  c.  83  "  ..  . .  . .  642 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £38,131,  be 
granted,  &c."—{Dr.  Camgron :]— Alter  delMte,  Question  pat:— The  Oommitteo 
dirided  ;  Ayes  19,  Noes  38  ;  Majority  39.-  (Div.  List.  No.  184.) 

Original  Qneation  put,  and  agrud  to. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceedine  £ii,6i7,  be 
gnuited  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  tho  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  tho  31st  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland, 
and  other  Legal  Charges "  . .  , ,  . .  166 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £42,157,  be  granted,  &c."-~-{Dr.  Cumrron  .-)— Question  pat :— The  Committee 
divided  :  Ayes  23,  Koes  69 ;  Minority  36. — (Div.  Ust,  No.  185.) 

Original  Qnestum  owtin  propoMd  fi69 
Alter  short  debate,  Original  Question  pat,  and  agrud  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £24,803,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  dehay  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3lst  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  ot  the  OEBoes  in  Her  Mi^esty^s  General 
S^^ter  House,  Edinburgh "       . .  . .  . .  . .  S68 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £24,103,  be  granted,  &o.,"— (iUTr.  Fra$er-AaekinUth  :)~<i.v.%^Maia  pat:— 
The  Committee  dind»d;  Ayes  19,  Noei  64  ;  Majority  45.— (Div.  List,  No.  186.) 

Originsil  Question  pat,  and  agT$ed  to. 

(6.)  £70,897,  to  complete  the  sam  for  Prisons  (Scotland). —After  short  debate,  Vote 
agrted  to  ..  ,.  ..  ..  081 

(7.]  £60,086,  to  complete  the  Bum  for  tho  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland. 

(8.)  £78fi,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Admiralty  Coort  Re^^stry,  Irehnd. 

(9.)  £1,613,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Registry  of  Judgmente,  Ireland. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £99,980,  ho 
granted  to  Her  Uigeety,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1885,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  General  Prisons  Board  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  Prisons 
under  thpir  control ;  and  of  the  Registration  of  Habitual  Criminals  "  ..  084 

M&tad,  "That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — (Jfr. 
Staly  .-)— After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leare,  witkAravtn. 
Orifpnal  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £51,944,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  OhaKe  whidi 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March 
I880,  for  the  Expenses  of  Reformatory  and  Indiistrial  Schools  in  Ireland  "         . .  084 

After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leure,  withdrawn, 

(lo.)  £4,066,  to  complete  the  sam  for  the  Dondram  Criminal  Lanatio  Asylum}  Ire- 
land.— After  short  debate,  Vote  agr§ed  to  .,  ..  . .  086.' 

Class  IV. — EDtrcATioN,  Science,  and  Abt. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £284,826,  he 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  3ist  day  of  March 

1886,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  and  of  the 
Establiahmente  connected  therewith  "  . .  . .  .  •  686' 

Movtdy  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr. 
Warton  :)  — Motion  agrud  to. 

Bewlntions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Oonunittee  also  report  Fro- 
groBB ;  to  Bit  atcain  upon  Monday  next. 


Public  Works  Iioans  Bill  [Bill  299]— 

Bill  eontidered  in  Committee    . .  , .  . .  S87 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported,  withont  Amendment ;  to^e  i 
md'the  third  time  upon  Monday  ne:?t.  Digiiized  by  V^OOglC 
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[M'  25.]  F9g9 

Ulbtbb  Oanal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  [Cost  of  Repaibs] — 

ContitUrtd  in  Committee        . .  . .  . .  . .  595 

Moved,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  aathorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  he  prcvided 
by  Parliament,  of  the  Coatfl  of  Repairs  of  the  Canals,  which  may  become  payable 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  transfer  the  Ulster  Canal 
tnd  the  Tyrone  Navigation  to  the  Lagan  Navigation  Company." 

After  short  debate,  Qaestton  put,  and  i^reed  to :— Besolution  to  be  re- 
ported upon  Monday  next. 

Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries  Bill  [Bill  292]— 

,  Movtd,  "  That  the  Second  Eeading  be  deferred,"— (J/r.  Courinty)        . .  596 
After  short  debate^  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Second  Beading  deferred 

till  Monday  next. 

Brosecution  of  Offences  Bill  [Bill  287]— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seeond  time"-— {Mr.  Ceurtnejf)     . .  596 
After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  egroed  to : — ^Bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  eonmitiod  for  Jfbntfr^  next. 

Bevenue,  &c.  Bill  [BiH  800]— 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (K)*.  Courtney)  . .  A97 
QueBtion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Moved,  '*  That  this  House  will,  upon  Tuesday  next,  resolve  itsolf  into 

Committee  on  the  said  Bill/' — {Mr.  Courtney) 
Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  "  Tuesday,"  and  insert "  Thursday,"— 

{Mr.  Warton,) — instead  thereof. 
Question  put,  "That  'Tuesday'  stand  part  of  the  Question :  "—The 

House  divided;  Ayes  53,  Noes  2 ;  Majority  51.— (Div.  List,  No.  188.) 
Oommittee  upon  I^eday  next. 

In&utB  Bill  [BiU  14]— 
BHH  eontidered  in  Committoe  [^ProyreM  22nd  July"]  ..  598 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  BiL  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Tmtday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  308.] 

KetropoUtan  Asylums  Board  (Borrowing  Powers)  BiU— 0n2»rwf  {Sir  ckarUi 

J)iM^  Mr.  Oeorge  Stuull) ;  preiented,  and  md  the  first  time  [Bill  310]  . ,  610 

Pablic  Health  (Ireland)  (DiBtrictS)  BiXl—OnUred  {Mr.  SoHeitor  Oeturalfor  Ireiani) ; 

j»rMMf«rf,  and  read  the  &nt  time  [Bill  311]  ..  ..  ..  611 

[3.46.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  JULY  28. 

Thb  Wslunotoh  Statue — Question,  Observations,  Lord  Denman ;  Keply, 

Lord  Sudeley  . .  . ,  . .  . .  , ,  612 

PuBiJO  Business — BmiaB  Fouce  and  Health  (Scotz.and)  Bill — Question, 

Observations.  Lord  Balfour;  Beply,  The  Earl  of  Dalhousie  . .  612 

IiGTPT— The  Oonfebbnoe — Question,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury ;  Answer, 

Earl  Granville  . .  . .  . .  . .  613 

Ajoct — Obdnance  Depabtubnt— New  Suall-Boee  Bifle— Observations, 
The  Earl  of  Wemyes ;  Beply,  The  Earl  of  Morley ;  Observations,  Lord 
Chelmsford    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  614 

Abict  (OmoxKs)  —  Voluotabt  Betibibce»T8  —  The  Nxw  Wabbant  — 
Motion  n>B  an  Addbus — 
Moved  for — 

itetom  of  number  of  first  appointments  to  cavalry  and  infantry  of  line  respectively 
(excluding  household  cavalry,  foot  guards,  and  colonial  corps)  in  1880,  1881,  18S3, 
1883 ;  number  of  lieutenants  promoted  captains  in  cavalry  and  infan^T^of  the  lipe, 
wspectiTsly,  in  ewh  of  ftose  Tews;  ana  number  of  caya^,i|§g:|^^ioerae 
battalioos on  estaUisbment,— (7{|«  M  of  Powit)    ..  . t  O  ..  617 

After  short  debate,  Motion  s^tmJ  fo. 
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Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment  Bill  (No.  198)— 
Movfd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— (7^  Zord  Carrington)  . .  620 

Motion  egrted  to : — Bill  read  2*  acoordiogly,  and  eommitUd  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  <m  ThurBday  next. 

Ljuidkd  Estates  (Ibeuhd) — ^Uono:r  fob  Bbtukhs— 
Moped,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House — 

"I.  Relam  showiDg  the  number  of  estates  under  the  manasiemeDt  of  receivers  ia  the 
High  Court  of  Joitice  ia  Ireland— («.)  At  the  close  of  the  year  1677  (wven)  ;  (b.) 
At  the  close  of  Qie  year  1683  (three) ;  (e.)  The  total  gross  annoal  rental  of  anoh  ratates. 

'*  II.  Betom  of — (a.)  Total  amoant  (rf  the  costs  of  passing  receivers  accounts  taxed  in 
the  year  1883;  (A.)  Total  amoant  of  reeeirera  miscellaneons  costs  taxed  in^tha  year 
1863 ;  (r.)  Total  amount  costs  d  the  petitioner  or  other  the  person  haviog  carnage 
of  the  proceedings  in  receinng  mattwi  taxed  in  the  year  lWi,"—{Thf  MMrgiitutff 
JTaUr/ord)  ..  ..  . .  . .  . .  gJl 

After  Bhort  debate,  Motion  agrud  to Betums  ordered  to  be  laid  beforo 

the  House. 

Lav  A5D  Police  (Uetropous) — The  Refobu  Demoitstbation — QueatioD, 
Observations,  Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell ;  Beply,  The  Earl  of  Dal- 
honsie  : — Short  debate  thereon  . .  . .  . .  623 

Yorkshire  BeglBtries  Bill  (No,  192)— 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  order)    . .  . .  . ,  626 

Amendments  made ;  the  Beport  thereof  to  be  received  Ta-mrrow ;  and 
Bill  to  be  printed  as  amen  ded.    (No.  219.) 

Pabliament  —  Palace  op  "Westminsteb — WESTMUisTER  Hall — Question, 
ObservatioDS,  Lord  Norton,  The  Marquess  of  Lothian ;  Beplj,  Lord 
Sndeley  . .  . .  . .  626 

[6.45.] 

COMMONS,  MONDAY,  JULY  28. 
PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


Cketter  Improvement  SiU  [Z«f(?«] — 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  considered"  . .  . .  . .  629 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  egreed  to  t—'SlOX  eoneidered;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Q  V  E8T1  OES. 


PtXnt  liAV  (IbBLAXD)— Ely  DisPBVSABY,  DEBRTOONNBtXT — ^Uss  OF  BtriLD- 

nro  voB  Fabit  PtrBPOBBs— Question,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tre- 

veljan         . .  ■  •  •  •  630 

IvDU.  (Madbas)  —  DiKBOTOB  OF  PuBuc  Instbvotion  —  Question,  Vbc, 

Gibson  ;  Answer.  Mr.  J.  K.  Gross  . .  . .  . .  630 

Post  Office— The  Pabobl  Post — The  Eastbbn  Distbtct  op  Londok — 

Question,  Mr.  Bitchie;  Answer,  Mr.  Fawcett  . .  631 

Austbalian  Colowibs  (New  Sotrra  Wales) — Imfobtatios  of  rEENCH 

BsciDiTisTa  FBou  NouMEA— Question,  Mr.  Errington;  Answer,  Mr. 

Eyelyn  Ashley  . .  . .  . .  631 

PfiEVEimoH  OF  C^DiE  (Ibbland)  Act,  1882 — ExTBA  Police,  Co.  Ttboke 

—Question,  Visoount  Orichton;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  633 

Tub  Maoistracy'  (Ibeland)— Exifia  Quabteb  Sbssiokb~Mb.  C.  Kelly,  7 

aO.,  Ohaibuan— Question,  Mr.  Eeiuiy;  Answer,  Mr.  Tr^e^Aiky  V3,0Og8e 
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CONFBDEBATION  OP  THE  COLOKIX8  (AVSTBALIA.^ — ThE    StDNET  CoKVBSTKHT 

— Question,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley        . .  634 

Attorneys  and  Solicitoes  flEBLAiTD)  Act,  1866  —  Mb.  Hobebt  D. 
O'BBiEN—Questions,  Mr.  Healy;  AiLswers,  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland         . .  , .  . ,  . .  . .  635 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — Thb  MAauEBATBLT  Pbibonebs — Question, 

Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan        . .  . .  . .  635 

Committee  of  Public  Accounts — The  Secret  Servicb  Fund— Questions, 
Mr  Gray ;  Answers,  Mr.  Treyelyan,  Sir  William  Harcourt,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, Lord  Bichard  Groavenor  . ,  . .  6S6 

Central  Asu,—DELiuiTATioir  of  Tim  Afghan  FBOXTtER— Questions,  Mr. 

Onslow,  Bfr.  Boarke ;  Answers,  !Mr.  J.  £.  Cross,  Mr.  Gladstone        , .  63S 

Abmy  (Obdnanck  Befabtuent) — Colonel  Monorieff's  Gun-Gabriaqe — 
Questions,  Colonel  King-Harman,  Sir  Walter  B.  Barttebt;  Answers, 
The  Marquess  of  Hartington  ..  ..  ..639 

GfiAND  JcTBT  Act — OouKTT  Cfess — Mb.  Dowlino,  Oappawhete — Question, 

Mr.  Mayne ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  640 

Inland  Bbvenue  Office,  Dublin— Salabies  —  Question,    Mr.  Arthur 

O'Connor;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  ..  ..  ..  640 

Evictions  (Ireland) — Barony  of  Casti-ea,  Co.  Limerick — Question,  Mr. 

O'SuUivan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan         . .  . .  642 

Bailway  Bequlation  Act  Amendment — Legislation — Question,  Mr.  Craig- 

Bellar ;  Answer,  Mr.  Chamberlain  . .  . .  , .  643 

Grand  Jury  Acts— Collection  op  County  Cess — Co.  Kebey — Question, 

Mr.  Harrington  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  . .  . .  643 

State  of  Ireland— Orangemen  at  Li sb urn— Questions,  Mr.  Gray;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  . .  . .  , .  644 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — Petty  Sessions  Coubt  at  Castlewellah, 

Co.  Down — Question,  Mr.  Gray ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  645 

PcBUO  Health  (Ireland)— The  Protestant  Episcopal  Gbaveyabd  at 

Bromobe — Question,  Mr.  Gray  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  -  . .  645 

The  Maoistbacy  (Ibelahd) — ^Kildtsabt  Petty  Sessions,  Co.  Clars — 

Question,  Mr.  Kenny ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  . .  646 

The  Maoistbacy  (Ibbland) — Ub.  Cleffobd  Llotd— Question,  Mr.  Small; 

Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan.       . ,  . .  647 

Egypt  (Be-ohganization) — ^The  Police  Law— Question,  We.  Healy;  An- 
swer, Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  . .  . .  . .  647 
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Question,  Colonel  King-Harman  ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  649 

Naty — Naval  Operations  in  the  Soudan — Extra  Pay — Questions,  Lord 
Baudulph  Ohuidull,  Sir  John  Hay ;  Answers,  Mr.  Campbell-Banner- 
man  .  •  . .  . .  . .  650 

Egypt  (Events  in  the  Soudan) — The  Treaty  with  Abyssinia — Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Stanley  Loighton ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice     . .  650 

FooB  Law  (IsELAifD) — Mb.  B.  Moobb,  Clebk  of  Innishowen  Union, 
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Poor  Law  (Ireland) — Electioit  of  Guaedians,  Bandon  Uniok— Ques- 
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Pbetbntion  of  Crime  (Ireland)  Act,  1882 — Extra  I'olicb  at  Limerick 
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EoTFT — Mb.  Blitnt — Queetioii,  Hr.  Justin  McCarthy ;  Answer,  Lord  Ed- 

mond  Fitzmaurice  . .  . .  . .  . .  657 

IsDiA  (Madras)  —  Sbttlbment  of   Taxatios  —  Question,  Mr.  Justia 

H'Oarthy ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Gross       . .  . .  . .  657 

Ekiobatiqh  (Iuxaztd)— Thb  Tukb  fboaRATioN  Finn) — Questions,  Mr. 

Healy,  lb.  T.  P.  O'Connor ;  Answers,  Ur.  Trevelyan  . .  . .  658 

L4W  Ani>  JusncB  (Irxi.ani>) — The  Ditblin  Soahdals— Qaestiaa,  Mr. 

Healy ;  Answer,  Mx.  Trerelyan  . ,  , .  . ,  659 
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tion, Mr.  Thorold  Rogers ;  Answer,  Mr.  Chamberlain  . .  . .  659 
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velyan . .  . .  . .  . .  667 
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Mr.  Ritchie ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone       , .  . ,  . .  668 

Eqtfi — The  OonjFxbbho— Question,  Sir  StafiEord  Northoote ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Gladstone      . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  868 

Supply — Civil  Service  Estimates — ^The  Foheion  Office  Vote — Ques- 
tion, Lord  Randolph  Churchill;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone  ,.  669 

Palace  of  Westminster — House  op  Commons  —  Ventilation  of  the 
House— Question,  Mr.  Thorold  Rogers ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Har- 
court ..  ..  ..  ..669 

Egypt  (Events  in  the  Squdan)— Tub  Treaty  with  Abyssinia — Ques- 
tion, Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice         . .  670 

Parliament — ^Tse  House  of  Ijobds  and  the  Representation  of  the 
People  Bill — ^Notice  of  Resolution,  Kr.  Willis ;  Question,  Sir.  New- 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


8UPPLT — Mnndsred  in  Committee — Army  Estimates  — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

fl.)  £31,600,  MisoolIoneooB  Effeotife  Servtcfla.— After  long  dsbate,  Vote  agretd  to  671 
(i.)  £246,200,  War  Office.— After  debate,  Vote  aff}-eed  to  . .  ^  ■ 

IxS  £20,300,  Rewards  forDiatmpiiBbed  Sorvicas.— After  short  debat&  yote'affj^^f-jrUf> 
ft.)  £77;O0O;  Half  Pay.  ■^  g  l  zed  b^X^OUglL 

VOL.  COXGI.  [xniBD  bkbikb.]       [  ] 
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BvppLT— Arht  EsniiATtfl — Commiiteo—eontinusi, 

rs  )  £1,193,900.  Retired  Pay,  £c.— After  short  debate,  Vote  cynmf  to  749 
(6.)  £120,000,  Widowa'  Fenrions,  kc. 
(7.)  £17,000,  PensionB  for  Woanda. 

(8.)  HoUon  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £33,200,  be 
Chanted  to  Her  Majestj:,  to  defray  the  Chorve  for  Chelaea  and  Kilmainham  Hos- 
pitalfl  and  the  In-Peoaioners  thereof,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1886  "  . .  . .  . .  7*8 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  *'  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £38,000,  be 
granted,  &c.,"~(Mr.  Arthur  0' Cbnnor .-)— After  short  debate,  Moti*Q,  by  leave, 
withdraten. 

Original  Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(9.)  £1,411,000,  Oat-Fennons.— After  short  debate,  Vote  ^eed  f»  ..  7S6 

(10.)  £190,000,  SuperanoaaUon  Allowances. 

<ii.)  £50,100,  Retured  Allowanoes,  &o.  to  Offioera  of  the  Hilitia,  Yeomanry,  and 
yolnnteer  Foroea,— After  short  debate.  Vote  tgn$d  to  . .  . .  78> 

Natt  Estikatss. 
(13.)  £62.600,  Medicines  and  Medical  Stores,  &c. 

(i.l.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,400,  be 
firanted  to  Her  Hajcatn*',  to  defray  the  Expense  of  Martial  Law,  &c.  which  will  come 
in  eonrso  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1885  "     . ,  788 

3Iotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  aceedii^  £10,150,  be 
mnted,  &c.,*'~(CaptaiH  Marwell-Heron  ;)— After  debate,  Qaestion  put :— The 
Committee  divided;  Ayes  21,  Noes  61 ;  Minority  30.— (Dir.  Ust,  No.  190.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .  781 

After  short  debate,  Originat  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(14.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £US,90fl,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  various  MisceUaneoos  Serricee, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  Haroh  1886"    ..  ..  ..  78S 

Aiter  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question,  '*  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — (J/r.  Kenvy,) — put,  and  negatived. 

Onginal  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .  786 

Aftu-  short  debate,  Moti<»i  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £1 1 2,400,  be  granted,  &c.,*'— (Jfr.  Kenn^ ;}— After  fortheiishort  debate.  Motion, 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Qneation  pnt,  and  agreed  to. 

(■S.)  £853,900.  Half-I^iy,  Beierved  Half-Fay,  and  ftetired  Fay  to  Officers  of  the 
Navy  and  Marines.— Aft»  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  790 

(16.)  £889,600,  Military  Pensions  end  Allowances. 
(17.)  £328,400,  Civil  Pensions  and  Allowances. 

(t8.)  £130,900,  Extra  Estiaiate  for  Services  not  NavaL— Freight,  &c.  on  Accoant  of 

the  Army  Department. 
(19.)  £166,007,  Greenwich  Hospital  and  School. 

BoBolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

HagiBtrates  (Ireland)  Salaries  Bill  [BiU  292]— 
Movtd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  eecond  time," — ( J/r.  CouHnei/)     . .  791 
After  debate.  Moved,  "That  the  Debate  bo  now  adjourned," — (Ur. 

/^ma/ro—QueBtiou  put:— The  House  i^tpuiM;  A^es  11,  Noes  38;  Ma- 

jori^  27.— (Div.  List,  No.  191.) 
QaesUon  again  proposed,  "  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  a  seeond  time  "  . ,  621 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oot  from  the  word  "  That  "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
woitis  "  at  this  period  of  the  Session  this  House  is  not  prepiwed  to  proceed  with  a  Bill 
of  such  importance  involving  grave  conaideratitms  «  Irish  policy ,"~(jirr.  Deaty,) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question  :  " — After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Moved,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned" — {Mr.  Coitrtnoy :) — 
Motion  agreoi  io  .'—Debate  a^owmod  till  ib-Morrow. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  [Bill  306]— 
J/or«tf,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seeond  time"  ^        j.  830- 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agrtoi  to  .—Bill  read  a  sebda^^itaV^^t^S"^ 
mtted  for  To-morrow.  ^ ' 
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IbtropoUtaii  Asylums  Board  (Borrowing  Powers)  BUI  [Bill  310] 
Moted,  "  That  the  Bill  be  nov  read  a  seoond  time,"— (Sir  Charles  W. 

IHU10)  ..  \.  ..  836 

HotioQ  agrted  to  .-^BiU  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitUA  tot  Th-momw. 


Ubter  Canal  and  Tyrone  Havi^ation  Bill- 
innoantCBicHTON,  Mr.  Aktudb  O'Connob^'iuuI  Mr.  Coi  ktnet,  nominated  Memben 
ttt  the  Select  Committee. 

AeBionLTTiBAi,  Laboubzrs  (Ibilaitd)— 
Oritnd,  That  Sir  Hbbtbt  Bkvob  1w  diaohalrged  from  further  attendance  on  the  Select 
Coomiittee :— Mr.  Cobrt  added  to  the  Cmnniittee,— (Air.  Solieitor  Gttteral  fir 

LORDS,  TUESDAY,  JULT  29. 

Pkitate  "Bills — Amkndmknts  to  SxANDiifa  Oedebs — Resolutions — 

Mtved,  "  That  the  Standiop  Orders  relation  to  Private  BiUs  be  amended— (1.)  All  Bill* 
(not  heing  Estate  BiUs)  eeeking  power,  with  reference  to  certain  ■abieota  (whioh  are 
■etout  at  length),  are  in  their  Orders  termed  Local  Bills,  and  are  divided  into  two 
dene,  accenting  to  the  snbjects  to  which  they  respectively  relate.  (2.)  Notices  ia 
reference  to  Street  Tramways  Bills;  Sahwayfiills;  divormoni  of  water— deposit  of 
mape,  plans,  and  diagrams;  deposit  of  Bilb  precedent  to  applications;  ertimatas; 
proofs  of  consent ;  xeetriotunu  as  to  mortgage  [and  other  patuoaIan],"---(  Tkt  Earl 
9/£tdad«lg)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  88a 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agrnd  U. 

Mttad, "  That  Uie  Standing  Orders  in  rdation  to  Ijabonring  Cbtss  Swdlings  be  amended, 
and  New  Orden  added,"— Merqttnt  o/  8iUi$httry.) 

Motion  a^rwd  to : — The  said  Orders  to  he  printed,  as  amended.  (No.  294.) 

JBsTFi — Thb  Cobfebeitce— Question,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbuty ;  Answer, 

Earl  Granville  . .  . .  . .  838 

lamATuKB,  SaiEiTOE,  ATO  Abt— National  Fobtrait  Gallebt — Qoeationf 

Obserrations,  Irfwd  Forbes,  Lord  Lamington ;  Replies,  Lord  Thurlow  8S8 

The  Sozz  Oakal— Observations,  Lord  Lamiogton;  Beply,  Earl  €tranTille  839 

COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  JULY  29. 
PRIVATE  BUSINESS, 


Briitol  Corporation  {Dooh  Pwehaae)  Bill  [Zer(?#]  (Jy  Order) — 
JM,"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time"        ..  841 
Amendment  proposed, 

To  iMTe  ont  from  the  word  *'13iat**  to  the  end  of  the  Qoestion,  la  order  to  add  the 
words  "  this  House  declines  to  sancUon  a  Bill  which  involves  the  principle  of 
trading  by  a  CorporatioD,  which  provides  for  the  sale  of  Docha  to  the  Corporation 
^  Briatol  at  an  excessive  price,  which  ia  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers 
of  that  city,  which  is  obnoxious  to  a  large  namber  if  not  the  majority  of  thoee  rate- 
payers, and  OQ  which  those  tatepayers  have  not  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  views," — ( Jfr,  Wat-ton,) — instead  thereof. 

Qaeetion  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question  :  " — After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

•  Main  Question  put : — ^BiU  read  a  seoond  time,  and  oonmittod. 

JBr/  o/Jkooit'i  JSetaiet  Bill  [Zortis]— Bbbolvtioh— 

Mmd,  *'That,  in  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Devon's  Estates  Bill  {Lordi},  Standing 
Order  235  be  snspended,  andtiiatthe  Bill  baread  a  second  time,"— (6V>CAiir/rf 

*  A&Vf  abort  4«batey  Motion  egro^d  to,  '  •  □  guzed  by 
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and  Railway  Compviies  Bill  [/^ri£*], Standing  Order8211,  236, and  237be  BOapeoded, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  the  BUI  have  leave  to  ut  and  proceed  upon  Thursday 
nftTLi,"-{Sir  Charlea  Foritet)  ..  ..  ..  ..  849 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "Thursday,"  in  order  to 
insert  the  word  "  Monday," — {Mr.  Warton, )— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  word  '  Thursday '  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion :  " — After  short  debate,  Question  pat,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  U>. 
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SUPPLY — eon»id«r«d  in  Committee — Civil  Sebvioe  Estihate^ — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  HI. — ^Law  ahd  jTrancB. 

Ubtion  made,  and  Qaestioa  proposed,  "  That  a  Bam,  not  exceeding  £12,670,  be 
granted  to  Her  Mtgesty,  to  oompletd  the  ■urn  neoo— ry  to  dofeay  the  Charge  vhioh 
will  come  in  course  of  pajnaent  daring  the  year  enaiDg  on  the  Slst  day «  Maroh 
1&85,  for  the  6alarie8  and  Expenses  <^  tiie  Office  fw  the  BegUtration  of  Deeds  in 
Ireland"  ..  ..  ..  878 

After  abort  delnte,  Motioa,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £49,031,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  com^  in  ^course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  Uie  Slst  day  A  March 
1685,  of  Cximinal  Proeecutions  and  other  Law  Cha^^  in  Ireland,  indnduig  certain 
Allowances  tinder  the  Act  16  &  16  Vic.  c.  83  "     ..  .  ■  . .  881 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoted.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £47,431,  be 
granted,  &c.," — {Mr.  Sexton  :) — After  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .  920 

After deba^,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£44,678,  be  granted,  tc.,"—(Mr.  Arthur  0' Conner)  ..  ..  96S 

After  shrai  debate,  Queation  pot^-The  Committee  dipidod;  Ayes  29,  Noes  126; 
Maj(sitr  97— (DiT.  List,  Ho.  192.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed  . .  069 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £45,031,  be 
granted,  &c.,"— (Jfr.  Smalt ;)— Aftor  short  debate,  Moctd,  "  That  the  Chairman  do 
report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Sir  John  Say ;)— Motion,  by  leave, 
mlhdratcH. 

Qooition  again  proposed,  *•  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1^,031,  be  gramtedgifiuL^ 

fi^.  Aswtf)      „  „  „  „^    °^  ..  m 
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SiTPPLT— GrviL  Sbevicb  Estibiates— Committee — continued. 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  "  That  th6  Chairman  do  report  Progreas,  and  ask  leave  to 
lit  again," — {Sir  Swbtrt  Maxwell:) — After  further  short  deuite,  Quertion  pat,  and 
agriid  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  ut  again  To-morrw. 

SxvBKUE,  &0.  (Licence,  &o.)— 

Omaidtrtd  in  Committee  . .  . ,  . .  . .  &79 

Beeolation  agntd  to;  to  Iw  reptnted  Ta-wumw. 

Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  (rt-coMmitt^)Bill  [BUI  290  t— 
Order  for  Committee  read : — Movtd,  *'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair"         ..  ..  ..  ,.979 

Amendment  {opposed, 

To  leave  ont  from  the  word  **  Thai"  to  the  end  of  the  Qaeation,  in  order  to  add  tlie 
words  "  this  Honse  will,  upon  this  day  three  months,  resolve  itself  into  the  said 
Committee,"  —{Mr.  S'op>Mo4,)~-ia^oeA  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat  stand  part 
of  the  Qnestion : " — After  debate.  Question  put : — ^The  House  dtitded  ; 
Ayes  58,  Noeg  32  ;  Majority  26.— (Div.  List,  No.  193.) 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leare  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  eoruidered  in  Committee     .  , ,  , ,  . .  1012 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  2%ur§dajf. 

Chartered  Companies  Bill  [Bill  304]— 
Bill  eontidered  ia  Committee,  and  f^oried,  without  Amendment  . .  1013 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and/a«i«^. 

Public  Health  (treland)  (Districts)  BUI  IBUlSlil- 

i  Moped,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr,  Solicitor 

General  for  Ireland)  ..  . .  . .  ..1013 

After  sbort  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  .'—Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  oom- 
mittod  for  To'morrov. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Amendment  Bill  [Zonfo]  [Bill  307]— 
Bill  eontidored  in  Committee    . .  . .  . .  . .  1013 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  ait  again  npon  I^wrtdajf. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Repeal,  ftc.)  Bill  [Bill  264]— 
Iiords  Amendments  considered  ..  ..  ..  1023 

After  short  debate,  Lords  Amendmenta  agroed  to. 

Infanta  Bill  [BiU  308]— 
Jtfbpn?,  "  That  tho  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now  considered," — {Mr.  Bryee)  . .  1014 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to,  [3.35.] 

COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  JULT  30. 
PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

 0  

Suit,  BameUy,  and  Wett  Riding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock  (Monev)  BiU — 
l&ved,  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Hull,  Bamsley,  and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and 
Dock  {Money)  Bill,  Standing  Orders  84,  207,  214,  215,  and  239  be  mispended,  and 
that  the  Bill'  he  now  taken  into  oonndera^n,  provided  amended  prints  shall  hare  been 
preriooaly  deposited,"— (CtoJoiw;  Gerard  Smith)       ..  ..  1037 

After  debate,  Question  put : — The  House  divided ;  Ayes  83,  Noes  31 ; 
Majority  51.— (Div.  List,  No.  196.) 

Bill  considered  .'—Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  207,  223,  and  243  fae  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  timo.        ^  t 
-  Bill  read  the  third  time,  MkAjnued,  DigiiiE«dby  Vo^OOQlC 
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QUESTION, 


Peace  pBEssavATioiT  (rimuNo)  Act,  1881— Police  Hut  at  Bathqormao 

—Question,  Mr.  Leamy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trefelyaa  , .  1049 

OBDJBB   OF  THE  DAY, 


SUPPLY — cMtidered  ia  Committee— Civil  Sbrvicb  Estiicatxs — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

OlAJBB  v. — ^FOEEIOK  AND  CoLONIAI.  SeBTIOES. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  aam,  not  exceeding  jE38,867  {including 
a  Supplementary  sum  of  £30,000),  be  granted  to  Her  Mtyefltjr,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defrny  the  Charge  whidi  will  come  in  ooarte  of  payment  dorinr 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  certain  Cha^ea  connected  wiUi 
the  Orange  River  Territory,  the  T»nsraal,  Znlaland,  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  and 
the  Uigh  Commissioner  for  South  Africa "  , .  . .  , ,  1050 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £38,567  (including 
a  Supplementary  sum  of  £30,000),  be  granted,  &c."— {Jfr.  Ouu  Dawnay  ;)— After 
long  debate,  Question  put :— The  Committee  diviM;  Ayes  9»,  Noes  \66  :  Majority 
o6.-(Div.  List,  No.  197.)  '     *  i 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bfflolution  to  be  reported  To-merrow:  Committee  to  sit  again  T\i'm9rrow, 

Corrupt  Practices  (Stuponaion  of  Elections)  VUl— Ordered  {X>\  dttomey  Oenerai, 

Jfi*.  Ai/ieiYer  (?«n«niQ  ;  ^tvMiifMf,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  3U]  ..  ..  1126 

[f.O. 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  JULY  31. 

EEPRESeNTATlON  OP  THE  PEOPLE  BiLL— ThE  AfARQITEBS  OF  SaLISBUKT  AND 

Mb.  Gi^adstone — ^Personal  Explanation,  The  Marquess  of  Salisboxy. .  1127 
Eqytt — ^The  OoiTFEBEiroi — Qnestion,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury ;  Answer, 

Earl  GranTiUe  ..  ..1128 

Smoke  Nniaanoe  Abatement  (Metropolis)  Bill  (No.  109)— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— (7!^  Lord  8irath$d«n  and  Camp- 

h0U)  ..  ..  1129 

After  short  debate,  on  Question?  their  Lordships  divided;  Ccmtfflits  31, 

Not-Contents  17;  Majority  14. 
£etohed  in  the  affirmative  : — Bill  read  2"  accordingly. 

Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment  Bill  (No.  198)— 
Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolye  itsdf  into  Committee  upon  the 

said  Bill,"— ( ne  Lord  Carringion)  . .  . .  . .  1 189 

After  short  debate,  Kotion  agreed  to     House  in  Committee  accordingly. 
Amendmoits  made;  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Tauday  next ; 

and  Bill  to  be  prinied,  as  amended.  (No.  228.) 

Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  204)— 

ifwed,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committtee  upon  the 
B&id  BUI,"— {The  Lord  £eatie)  ..  ..  ..  1142 

After  ^ort  debate.  Motion  agried  to : — House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Amendments  made ;  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Monday  n&xt;  , 
and  Bill  to  be printedt  as  amended.  (No.  229.)  Digitized  by  V^OOQlC 
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IJufy  31.1  ^'9' 

Honicipal  Elections  (Oorrapt  and  Illegal  Praotioes')  BUI— 

Xevtd, ' '  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«, "— ( Th*  Earl  of  Northbrooh)  . .  1 145 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  eom- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

TbADE  and  OoUMESCE — COHKEEOIAI.  AaBBBUENTS  WITH  FoBBIOH  CoUNTBEES 

— Question,  Observations,  The  Earl  of  Hanowby ;  Beplv  Earl  Gran- 
ville ..  .,  ..  ..  1146 

BtJBQH  FoLEOE  AXD  HEALTH  (^Scotlabd)  Biu. — Qaostion,  The  If  arqueas  of 

Lothian ;  Answer,  The  Earl  of  Dalhoiuie  . .  . .  . .  1 150 

[6.45.] 

COMMONS,  THUESDAT,  JULY  31. 


EoYAi,  Ikish  Constaeulabt — Seboeant  Cobbrtt — QaestioQ,  Mr.  Bi^ar ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  ..  ..  .,  1150 

India  (Maj>bas) — The  Land  Question   in   Malabab  —  Question,  Mr. 

Biggar ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  . ,  . .  . .  1151 

India  (Madbas) — Fobebt  Legislation — Act   5,   1882  —  Question,  Mr. 

Biggar;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  . .  . .  . ,  1151 

Foob  Law  (Ieeland) — Elbotion  op  Guabdians,  Oaelow  Union — Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Ghny,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Oonnor;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan       . .  1153 

FiSHEBT  Piebs  and  HABBOtTBS  (Ibeland) — Teeun  Piek,  Co.  Donboal— 

Questions,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answers,  Mr.  Courtney  . .  . .  1154 

Post  Officb  (Sootlasd)— iBBEOULABtTiES  IN  South  Uist — Question,  Mr. 

Biok-Peddie ;  Answer,  Mr.  Fawcett        .,  1155 

laiSH  Land  Comuission — Land  Valuation— Counties  Catah  and  LBmuu 

— Question,  Mr.  Biggar  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan        . .  . .  1156 

Cbdce  and  Ootbaoe  (Ibeland) — Mai  Mm  a  Hobseb — Cabbicehacboss  Fbe- 

bentmbnt  Sessions — Question,  Mr.  ?ealy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan   . .  1157 

Cbown  MatiNQ  Leases — The  Commissionbbs  of  Woods  and  Fobbsts— 

Question,  Mr.  Bolls;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  . .  . .  1158 

Law  and  Police— The  Dtnakitb  Expi-osions  at  Westminster— Com- 
pensation— Question,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Har- 
court  ..  ..  ..  1159 

LiTEBATUBE,    SoiBNOE,    AND    AbT — ThB    BeLIQUABY    OF    8t.  LaCHTERN  

Question,  Mr.  Dawson  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    . .  1159 

Bailways  (India) — The  Bajpootaha  Bailway — Question,   Sir  George 

Campbell ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross        , ,  . .  . .  1159 

Law  and  Justiob— Omonrr  Expenses  of  Judobs — Questions,  Mr.  Bylands,  . 
Mr.  Labouohere,  Mr.  Healy;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ..  ..  ..  ..  1160 

Abmt— DiBECT  Commissions  in  the  Boyal  Abtilleby— -Queation,  Mr. 

Gibson ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Eartington  ..  1161 

The  Koyal  UsivEBBrrT  (Ibeland)— The  Sustentatioh  Fund — Question, 

Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  ..  ..  1162 

Eduoahon  Department  (Ibeland)— Case  of  Mbs.  Cbaiq— Sligo  Model 
Schools — Questions,  Mr.  Warton,  Mr.  Harrington ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tre- 
velyan . .  . .  , .  . .  . ,  1163 

Abmy— The  Garrison  of  Dublin — Question,  Mr.  Tottenham ;  Answer, 

The  Marquess  of  Hartington  . .  . .  . .  1168 

Eoypt  (Bb-obganization)  —  Autonomous  Institutionb  —  Questions,  Sir 
George  Campbell ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice. ,  . . 

Lcnaot  Laws  of  Fobeiqn  Countries — Question,  Sir  Henry  Holland ;  An- 
swer, Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  ..  1* 
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IJufy  31.1  ^'V» 

FmuxcRT — ^Btramiss  of  thx  House — Ooiaarm  of  Suffly — SrAirDnro 
Oiidbb425a— Postponement  of  Motion,  Mr.  Gla^tone ;  Questions,  Lord 
Bandolph  Oliunhiil ;  Answers,  Hr.  Oladetone  . .  1 188 

Falaok  of  Westminster  —  House  of  Commoss— VBimtATiON  ov  thx 

HouBS— Question,  Hr.  BorUae ;  Answer,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke        . .  1188 

Fabuaheht — Busnrxss  of  thb  House — ^Boboh  Foucs  axd  Hbaltb  (Scot- 
land) Bill — Question,  General  Sir  George  Balfour;  Ansver,  The 
Lord  Advocate  ...  ..  ..  1188 

EoTPT  (Events  in  the  Soudan) — Major  Kitchener — Question,  Mr.  Ash- 

mead-Bartlett ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurioe      . .  . ,  1189 

India — ^Bbvenue  Sbtixbicent  Department — Native  Appointubhts — Ques- 
tion, Hr.  Thorold  Bogers;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  . .  1189 


OMDEES   OF  THE  DAY. 


SUPPLY — otntidtred  in  Committee — Civil  Sbrviob  Estihatbs — 

(In  the  (Tommittee.) 

Glass  III. — ^Lat  and  Justice. 

(i.)  Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'Tbat  a  sum,  not  excsedine£49,03l|  be 
granted  to  Her  Uajesty,  to  complete  the  vara  necessary  to  de^y  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  doring  the  year  endinfif  on  the  Slat  dar  of  March 
1886,  of  CriaiiDBl  Froeecutioas  and  other  Iaw  Charges  in  Ireland,  inclnding  certain 
Allowances  nnder  tiie  Act  15  and  16  Vict.  o.  83." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£46,031,  be  granted,  &c.,"—(-Wr.  5»ni/0  ..  ..  ..  1190 

Aft«r  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  irfnd  agretd  to. 

(a.)  £7,fi61,to  complete  the  lam  for  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  Ireland. — After 
ihort  debate,  Vote  agretd  to         ,  .  . .  , .  . .  ISIS 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,670,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March  1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenbee  uf  the  Office  for  the  Registntton  of 
Deeds  in  Ireland"  ..  1220 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£11,670,  be  granted,  fto.,"— («r.  FindlaUr  :)~ktiaT  further  short  debate.  Question 

?nt:—T1ie  Committee  tfivitf«(f;  Ayes  28,  Koee  46  ;  Majority  17-— (Di^-  ^^i^t,  No. 
98.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £83,480 
(including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £26,840),  be  grsated  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessaiy  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  Stet  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  (Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Offioeof  the  Irish  Land  Commission"  1241 

After  derate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£82,680  (inclading  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £25,340),  be  granted,  &c.,"— (Cipfoiw/ 
King-Harman  :) — After  further  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  fugatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "Thnt  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £86,094,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
1886,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Gotnmisnoners  of  Police,  the  Police 
Conrta,  and  the  Metropolitan  Police  Establishment  of  Dublin  *'    . .  . .  1308 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £86,094.  be 
granted,  &c.,"-(Jtfr.  Healy  ;)— Attar  short  debate,  Motim,  by  leave,  witkdrtmn, 

Ori^nal  Question  again  proposed     ..  ..  1324 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £26,094,  be  granted, 
*c.:^'^^The  CommiUae  divided;  Ayee  19,  Noes  73;  Majority  64.— (Div.  Uat, 

Original  Qoeition  pnt,  and  egretd  to. 
Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  QaeaUon  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceed 
granted  to  Uor  Mi^eaty,  to  complete  the  sum  neeeiiaiy  W"^' 
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wltii^  will  oome  in  oootm  of  payniAiit  daring  the  yvax  «nding  on  the  31et  day  of 
March  1886,  (or  the  Ezpemes  of  KAformatory  aod  Indutrial  Schools  in  Inlud"  lt25 

Besolations  to  be  reported  Tb-morrow ;  Committee  also  report  Progress ; 
to  sit  again  To-morrov. 

Bevenae,  Ac.  Bill  [Bill  soo}— 
Bill  eoiuidertd  in  Committee  . .  . .  1825 

After  diort  debate,  Bill  reforttd,  viihout  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time  To-wurrme. 

OHmiaal  Lunatics  Bill  [BUI  295]— 
BUI,  aa  amended,  emaiinrti  . ,  . .  . .  1827 

Kll  read  the  third  time,  and  paned. 

Xast  Indian  Unclaimed  Stocks  Bill  [Bill  269]— 
Mm}$i^  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— ( Jfr.  J.  K.  Cro»$)  . .  1827 
After  abort  debate,  Uotion  agreed  io  .*— Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  Mm- 
mttM  for  To-morrow. 

Cholera,  dfco.  Protection  Bill  [Bill  303]— 
Bill  »i»M^«r«(2  in  Committee  ..  1327 

BiU  ropwrUd;  as  amended,  to  be  oonaidered  To-vwrrow. 

In&nts  Bill  [Bill  S08]— 
Further  Proceeding  on  Consideration,  as  amended,  rttumd  . .  1328 

After  short  debate,  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pasted. 

Natt  and  Asht  Exfkhditubb,  1862-8-^ 

CHuiiend in  Oomadttet  .,  1883 

SiWhilions  tifireei  to ;  to  bo  repuied  T»-morrtw.  [3.5.1 

IX)BD8,  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  I. 

OounnAL  Natai.  Dkfenob  Act,  1865— CoixtHiAi/  Wab  Yessils — Question, 
Obeegtatione,  The  Earl  of  Ashbumham ;  Beply,  The  Earl  of  North- 
brook :— Short  debate  thereon  ...  . .  . .  1388 

Tbb  Nbv  Fublio  Offices — The  Desxoits  tob  thr  Nst  Aikuibaltt  akd 
"W"Ai  OinoK— Quesrion,  Observations,  The  Earl  of  Wemyse,  Viscount 
BaniDgton ;  Reply,  Lord  Sndeley  ..  ,,  IS^S* 

Bbf&esbhtatiox  of  the  Peoplk  Bill — Notice  of  Question,  The  Earl  of 

Bedeadale      ..  ..  1345 

[5.80-1 

COMMONS,  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  1. 
FBI V ATE  BU8INJB88. 


PAMJAiDurr — St ANDiHG  Obdsbb — Amkjidments — 
Standing  Order,  No.  1.  2nd  Claes,  read       . .  . .  . .  184C 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  Standing  Order,  by  insexting,  afttt  the 
vord  "  street)'*  the  words— 

*'6abwB7,  to  be  need  for  the  conTeyance  of  passengen,  animals,  or  goodi.  In  oairii^iea^ 
or  tracks,  drawn  or  propelled  on  rtula,"— (Jfr.  Hotma.) 

(btestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted :  " — After  short 

debate.  Question  put,  and  o^rwrf    ;  words  inserted  acco^iyjJ]5^(JoOQle 
Standing  Order  No.  6  read.  ^ 
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•  Pasliaxhmt — Stamdimo  OBsntB— Ambhdmskt— emfiHNMf. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words — 

**  The  Notices  shall  also  stAte  what  power  it  is  intended  to  employ  for  moving  carnages 
or  trucks  upon  the  Tramway," — (Mr.  Holmt.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added:'* — After  short 
debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to;  words  addad  accordingly. 

Bemaining  Amendments  a^rM(2  to: — Ordered,  That  the  said  Orders  be 
Standing  Orders  of  this  House. 

Q  V  E8T1  ONS. 


Ibeland — ^Thb  Queen's  Coixeoe,-  Oalway — "Mvl.  Chables  GEisstEB,  Fbo- 

FEBSOB  of  Modern  Languages — Questions,  Mr.  Healy;  Answers,  Mr. 

Trevelyan      ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  I3iO 

The  Magistraot  (Ibeland)— The  King's  Co.  and  Co.  Tipperaby — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Kenny;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan. .  . .  . .  1351 

The  Magistbacy  (IbelandI — Mb.  Kelly,  Q.C.,  County  Court  Judge  for 

Clare — Question,  Mr.  Kenny ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  . .  1 352 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — Dying  Declarations — Case  of  the  Brothebs 

Delahunty — Question,  Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  . .  1352 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — The  Dublin  Soakdals — Mb.  Boyle,  J.P. — 

Questions,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  1352 

Obxub  and  Outbaoe  (Ibblahd)— Attack  on  the  Salvation  Abvt  at 

OooTXHnx,  Co.  Oavan— Qaestioii,  Ur.  Beresford ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tre- 

veNan  , ,  ..  .,  1858 

Lahd  Law  (Ibblahd)  Act,  18B1 — Clause  19 — ^Loans  fob  Labottbebb' 

Cottages— Question,  Colonel  Colthurst ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  ..  136S 
Feaox.Pbxsbbtation  (Ireland)  Act,  1881 — Folicb  Hut  at  Bathoobhaok, 

Co.  Watehford — Questions,  Mr.  Leamy ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  1854 
Vaccination  Acts— Case  of  the  Eev.  W.  Keay,  Great  Yarmouth— 

Question,  Mr.  Hopwood  ;  Answer,  Mr.  George  Bussell  '  . .  1355 

Madaoascab — Navax  Operations  of  Fbance—Protsotion  to  British 

Cohubrce — Question,  Mr.  Alexander  M 'Arthur ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond 

Fitzmaurioe   . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  1355 

BoTAL  Ibisb  Constabulary — Secret  Socibties — Number  of  Fbebhasons 

—Questions.  Mr.  Small,  Mr.  Healy;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan  1356 
India  (Madras)— Personal  Staff  of  the  Govebnob— Postal  Facilities 

— Question,  Mr.  Justin  M'Cartfay ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  , .  1366 

Egypt — The  Conference— Question,  Baron  Henry  De  Woims;  Answer, 

Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurioe  . .  . .  . .  . .  1356 

Australian  Colonies — Importation  op  French  Beciditists- Question, 

Mr.  Errington ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurioe     . .  . ,  1357 

Edvoatioh  Defabthent— School  Aoooumodation— Queetion,  Mr.  J.  G. 

Talbot ;  Answer,  Mr.  Mundella  . .  . .  . .  1357 

Army  (Auxiliabt  Forces) — Militu  Quabtebmasters— Betibed  Pat— 

Question,  Dr.  Lyons;  Answer,  Sir  Arthur  Hayter        . .  . .  1358 

Abut — QuABTBBMASTKBa — Promotion — Question,  Mr.  Biggar;  Answer,  Sir 

Arthur  Hayter  ..  ..  ..  ..  1358 

Education  Department — Over-Pressure  in  Board  Schools — Questions, 

Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot,  Mr.  Dawson;  Answers,  Mr.  Mundella  . .  1359 

Army — Purchase  Officers — Compulsory  Bbtibement — Question,  Sir  John 

Hay ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  . .  , .  1360 

Ireland — The  Boyal  Collbgb  of  Science,  Dublin  —  Questions,  Mr. 

Dawson ;  Answers,  Mr.  Mundella  . ,  . .  . .  1360 

East  Indian  Unclaimed  Stocks  Bill— Question,  Mr.  Bourke;  Answer, 

Mr.J.  K.  Cross  1361 
Cbstbal  Asia— Dbumitation  of  thb  Afghan  Fbontibb — Qufisttoiu.  JM^ 

Bourke,  Mr.  Joseph  Oowen;  Answers,  Lord  MaiitMT^mmi^S^,  1363 
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Vnrxs  Beottlatioh   Act,   1872 — Inspsotors  of  Mines— Queetion,  Mr. 

BroadhuTst ;  Answer,  Sir  WiUiam  Haroourt  . .  . .  1363 

IinjufD  Navigation  and  Drainaqe  (Irrlamd) — The  Biybb  Shannon — 

QuestioD,  Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney    . .  . .  1363 

Navy— Naval  Coubts  Mabtial — Qaeetion,  Mr.  Stewart  Macliver ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Campbell- Bannerman  . .  . .  . .  . ,  1363 

BXFOBHATOBT  AND  InDDSTBIAL   ScHOOLS  (IbELAND)— InSOSTRIAL  SoHOOI.8, 

LncBRicK — Sttbchabqu— Question,  Mr.  Bereaford  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tre- 
velyau  . .  . ,  . .  , .  , .  1364 

Prevention  of  Criue  (Ireland)  Act,  1882 — Extra  Folios — Question, 

Mr.  Pamell ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan       . .  . ,  , ,  1364 

KoTPT  (Events  in  the  Soudan) — Kailwat  at  Suakin— Question,  lb. 

Justin  Huntly  McCarthy ;  Answer,  The  Marqness  of  Hartington       . .  1365 

Katt — H.M.S.  "  Gabnbt  " — The  iNauiBT  nrro  Ohabges  against  Officebb 

— Question,  Mr.  Deasy;  Answer,  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  ..  1366 

KoTPT  (Abut  of  Occupation) — Rauleh  Babbaokb — Question,  Mr.  A. 

Boss ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  . ,  . .  1365 

Post  Office  Protection  Bill— Question,  Baron  Henry  De  Worms ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Gladstone  . .  . .  . .  . .  1367 

Palace  of  "WesTMiNSTER— Westminster  Hall  (West  Front)— Site  of 
THE  Old  Law  Ooubts — Question,  Sir  Geoige  Campbell ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Gladstone      ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1367 

JfOTION. 


PABLTAMElfT — BuSOfBSS  OF  THE  H0U8E— CoinCITTEE  OF  SUPPLT — STANDING 

OsDEB  425a— RESOLtrriON — 

JTwtf,  •*  That,  for  tiie  ramainder  of  the  Ses^on,  the  Standing  Order  of  the  27th  of 
November,  1882,  relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday 
ind  Thursday,  he  extend  to  Sstarday,*^— (JTr.  Gtadatont)  ..  1367 

After  ehort  debate,  Question  put: — ^The  House  divided;  Ayes  123,  Koea 
23  i  Majority  100.— (Div.  List,  No.  201.) 

ORDERS  OF   THE  DAY. 


SuTPLT — Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair : " — 

Natioital  School  Tsaoherb  (Ibbland) — BbsolutioN' 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  vord  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "this  House  views  with  deep  z^rrt  the  imposnbili^  of  at  present  intro- 
ducing the  Education  Bill  for  Irehmd  promised  last  year  br  we  Ohief  Ueeretaxy,  and 
that,  t  seeing  the  hardsUpB  which  tho  Irish  National  Teachers  are  undoubtedly 
subjected  to,  and  the  necessity  which  exists  of  rendering  so  important  a  body  of 
public  serrants  conteoted  with  their  work,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  provision 
should  be  made  forthwith  to  improve  their  incomes  temporarily,  and  that  a  Bill 
removing  their  several  grievances  should  be  introduced  early  in  the  next  Session," 
—(ifr. /i«(m  ^uni/y  Jf*C«rtAy,)— instead  thereof  ..  ...  1377 

Question  propoeed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question  :  "—After  debate,  Question  put:— The  Honse  dwUM; 
Ayes  63,  Noes  61 ;  Majority  2.— (Div.  List,  No.  202.) 

Ibin  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohair,"  again  pro- 
posed:— 

Pabllucsht  —  Public  Bills  —  Unpeinted  Bills  —  Observations,  Mr. 
Warton  ..  ..  ..  1413 

Main  Question,  "  That  Ur.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  ^^{^^^"^^^^(^^Oglc 
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STTFFCiT — eontidered  in  Oommittee — Orrn.  Sebtice  EanicATES — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

0l&8S  m. — L^v  Aim  Justice. 

~~  (i.)  £S6,837,  to  oompleta  the  itua  for  Connfy  Cknirt  Officon,  fto.  Ireland.— After  ihort 

ie\jaio,Yoto  agrtei  to  ..  ..  ..  141S 

(3.)  £99,960,  to  complete  the  sam  for  Prisons,  Ireland.— After  short  debate,  Tote 
ngreed  to  . .  . .  . .  1414 

(3.}  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £51,944,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Biajesty,  to  complete  the  sam  necessary  to  defray  the  Chargo, which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day'of  March 
188d,  for  the  Expenaeaof  Reformatory  aodlndustrial  Schools  in  Ireland"         ..  1415 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exoeeding 
£51,844,  be  granted,  &o.,"— (Jf>.  Moors .-]— The  Oommittee  diviitd;  Ayes  20,  Noes 
66 ;  Majority  46.— <I>iv.  List,  Ko.  208.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  IV.— Education,  Scieitcb,  and  Art. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaeation  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,143,  be 
granted  to  Ha  Majesty,  to  oomolete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Chanw  irtiich 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March 
1865,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ezpenaes  of  theNational  Gallery  "       . .  . .  14S3 

After  short  debate,  Moned,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again," — {Mr.  Big/far  ;)—(iaea,tion  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  18, 
Koes  66 ;  Maturity  38.— (Dir.  List,  No.  204.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .  1426 

Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"— (Jfr.  Grmjf ;)— After  short 
debate,  MotioiT,  by  leave,  withdratcn. 

Original  Question  wain  pr(^KMed     ..  ..  ..  ,.  1426 

Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  ut  again," — [Mr. 
Warton  :) — After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £1,607,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  oome  in  course  of  myment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  ana  Expenses  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  "  . .  1428 

Movtd,  "That  the  Chairman  do  rwort  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  mt  again,"— (Jfr, 
Warton :) — After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

After  further  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  t». 

(6.)  £16,406,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Learned  (^icietias  and  ScientiiSo  InvestigaHoc. 
— After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  , .  . .  1430 

(7.)  48,346,  to  c<nnplete  the  sum  for  the  London  Univeruty. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  2h-wwr<w ,-  Committee  to  sit  again  To'Umrew. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Amendment  Bill  [Zwifo]  [Bill  307] 
BiM  eotuidtrfd  in  Committee  IPro^reat  29th  JiU^']  .,  1433 

After  ekort  time  spent  therein,  Bill  nporUd ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
npon  Monday  next. 

SuraVME   COUBT   OF  JUDIOATUHS   (OhAITOBBT   EXASCINBBa'    OziFIOS)  [OOK- 
FEN8ATI0N] — 

Ooneidtrtdvi.  Committee  ..  lAZB 

BMolntion  agrmd  to  ;  to  1w  reprated  upon  JCbfuby  next.  [2.15.] 

COMMONS,  SATURDAY,  AUGUST  2. 
QUESTION, 


Egypt— Thb  Conpbrbhce— Questions,  Sir  Stafford  NortSioote,  Sir^GJeorge. 

Campbell ;  Answer*,  Sir  William  Harconrt,  Mr.  Oourtp^d  byL300Sl^487 


[^1^  2.] 
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SUPPLY — comidmrtd  in  Committee— Cmi.  Sxbtioe  Estihatbs— 

(In  tbe  Committee.) 

CiASS  III. — Law  AKD  Justice. 

Hotion  mado,  and  Qaestion  proposed.  "Tb^  a  Bam,  not  noeediog  £940,095,  be 
granted  to  Her  llajesty,  to  complete  ttie  sum  DeooManr  to  defny  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  daring  Uie  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  vl  March 
1685,  for  the  Uonstabniary  Force  in  Ireland"      ..  ..  ..  HS8 

After  long  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  a  sddi,  not  exceeding 
£&40,0fi5,  be  Rxanted,  &c."— (Jfr.  FanuU  .)— After  farther  debate,  Qaertion  pot  t 
—The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  38,  Noaa  90 ;  Majority  67.— <Di7.  lilt,  Ko.  2w.) 

After  ahtnt  debate,  Original  Qaestion  pat,  and  a^vMi  to. 

BewIatioD  to  be  r^Kffted. 

Eqttt^The  CoTTFSBXiroE  —Ministerial  Statement,  Hr.  Qladstone : — Short 

debate  thereon  . ,  . .  , .  . .  1619 

FaBLIAHENT — SXJPPLT— BUSDIESS  OF  THE  HOUSB — 

M«v0d,  "  That  this  House  will  immediately  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,"— (J/r.  Couriiu^)  ..  ..  ..  1580 

After  short  debate,  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "im- 
mediately," in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  upon  Monday  next," — {Lord 
Uandi^k  CAiir«^t//,)— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  word  *  immediately '  stand  part  of  the 
Question  :  " — After  further  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  n*jfaiit*d. 

Qaestion,  "That  the  words  '  upon  Monday  next '  be  there  inserted,"  put, 
and  agrMd  to. 

(Wmittee  upon  Moniajf  next :— Beeoladon  to  be  reported  upon  Mwdag 
next. 

SuppLT— Befobt — Sesolutions  [^Ist  August]  rtporUd  . .  1539 

Krst  and  Second  Besolutions  pottpoiud. 
Third  Hesolution  agreed  to. 

Fourth  Hesolution  read  a  second  time: — Moved,  " That  this  Hoase  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  " 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That  *'  to  the  end  of  the 
QuesUon,  in  order  to  add  the  words  "  the  Debate  on  the  Further  Con- 
sideration of  the  Beeolution  be  adjourned," — {Mr.  ^Fartoii,)— instead 
thereof. 

Qaestion  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question:" — The  House  divided;  Ayes  36,  Noes  4  ;  Majority  32. — 
(Div.  List,  No.  206.) 

Mdn  Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  io  .'—Subsequent  Kesolutions  agreed  to. 

Pos^ned  Beaolutiona  to  be  oonaidered  upon  Mondt^f  next.  [8.15.] 
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for  the  tJalary  of  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Kome,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed 
Vote,"— (Jfr.  £)'i>o«flW/.)— After  further  debate,  Qaestion  pat:— The  Committeo 
rftffidn;  ;  Ayw  26,  Noes  91 ;  Majority  6S.— (Dir.  List,  No.  207.) 

Ori{||iaal  Question  agfun  proposed   . .  . .  . ,  , ,  1609 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  "That  the  Item  of  £4,000,  for  Admiral 

Hewett's  Special  Mission  to  Abyssinia,  bo  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote," — iMr. 

-V'G)«n;)— After  debate,  Question  put  i— The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  32,  Noes 

67  ;  Majority  35.— (Div.  List,  No.  208.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed  . .  , ,  . .  , ,  lG9b 

After  short  debate.  Original  Qaestion  put,  and  ayrifd  to.  Digiiized  by  dOOQle 
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(a.)  £155,402  (inclacUnK  a  Sapplemeotary  sum  of  £2,910],  to  complete  the  nim  for 
Oonsalar  Servioea. — After  short  dehate,  Vote  wrttd  to  . .  • . 

(5.)  £25,970  (iadading  a  Sapplemeotary  mim  of  £11,080).  to  complete  the  ium  for 
the  Sappreamoa  of  the  Slave  Trade.— After  short  debate.  Vote  ngrted  to  ..  17M 

(4.)  £4,420,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Tonnage  Bounties,  &o.  and  Liberated  African 
Department. 
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(7.]  £17,S00,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Subaidiea  to  Telegraph  Oon^aniet. 

(8.)  £16,000,  for  Cyprus,  Orant  in  Aid.— After  short  debate.  Vote  t^rud  . .  1707 

(9.)  £13,832,  for  SuD^dy  to  Castle  Mail  Packets  Company. 
(10.)  £284,825,  to  complete  tbe  sum  for  Science  and  Art  Department 
(11.)  £102,113,  to  oompleto  the  aun  for  Britiih  Uuienm.— After  short  debate  Vote 

agrtedto  ,.  ..  ..  ..  1708 

(is.)  £8,600  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £2,500),  to  complete  the  sum  lor 

UniTOTsity  Colleges,  Wales. 
(13.)  £4,252,  to  eomplete  the  sum  for  Deep  Sea  Exploring  Enedition  (ReporQ. 
(14.)  £265,  to  oomplete  tlie  ram  for  Tnnmt  of  Venna.— After  short  debate.  Vote 
agr*«du>  ..  ..  ..  ..  1708 

(15.)  £18,031,  to  complete  the  sam  for  UniTerrities,  &c.  in  Scotland. 
(16.)  £1,700,  to  complete  the  sum  for  National  Oallery,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

ii7.)  £5,000,  for  Scottish  Historical  Fortoait  Galler7. 
[otion  made,  and  Qoestion  proposed,  '*Tfaat  a  ram,  not  exceeding  £1,196,  be 
granted  to  Her  Uajetft?,  to  complete  the  sam  necessary  to  defray  the  Chai^  which 
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1885,  for  tbe  Satariee  and  Expenses  of  the  National  School  Teachers'  Superan- 
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Moved,"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again^"— (Jfr. 

Bipgar ;)— After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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(tS!)  £470,  to  com[uete  the  sum  for  the  En^nrad  tjohods  Oommissionen,  Ireland. 
(19.]  £1,441,  to  complete  the  ram  for  the  Katitmal  Gallery  of  Ireland. 
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Question  proposed*  "  That  the  word  '  now'  standpart  oi  the  Question :  " 
— After  short  debate,  Question  put: — ^The  House  divided;  Ayes  dO, 
Noes  2;  Majority  48.— (Dir.  list,  No.  209.) 
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Mebchant  SHiPfiKQ— Tub  Oollisiok  iit  the  Thaices — Question,  Mx. 

Gouxley ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ohamberlain        . .  . .  . .  1750 

pAKLUHEiTTART  ELBoTioKa  — Thb  New  BEQiflTBR — Questton,  Sir  Edward 

Watkin ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hibbert  . .  . .  . .  1750 

Education  Department — Age  of  Childben  leaving  School — Question, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet;  Answer,  Mr.  Muudella  . .  . .  1751 

India  (Madras)— FLooaiNQ — Case  of  Mabiafpen — Question,  Mr.  Biggar; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross     , .  . .  . .  . .  1751 

Egypt — The   Conperenob — The  Ministbbial   Statbubnt — Question,  Sir 

Stafford  Northcote ;  Answer,  The  Marqueas  of  Hartiagton ;  Obserra- 

tions,  Mr.  Gladstone : — Short  debate  thereon  . .  . .  1752 

0RBEB8  OF  THB  DAY, 


SUPPLY — eaiuidtnd  in  Oommittee— Relief  of  General  (Gordon  (Vote 
OF  Oebdit) — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestioa  proposed,  "  That  a  som,  not  exceeding  £300,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  S^jesty,  beyond  the  ordtoary  Qraata  of  Parliameot  of  18S4-5,  to 
enable  Her  Majesty  to  undertake  operations  for  the  relief  of  Oeneral  Gordon,  should 
they  become  necessary,  and  to  mtike  certain  preparatioBB  in  respect  thereof"  1757 
After  long  debate,  Question  put : —The  Oommittee  divided;  Ayea  171,  Noes  li ; 
Majority  160.— (Div.  Ust,  No.  210.) 

CiTIL  SSBVIOE  EsTIUATES — 

CiAss  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Art. 

^      {%.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £452,627.  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  J  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  aadExpenseo  of  tbe  Oommissionera  of  National  KlacaUon  in 
Ireland"  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  HM 

After  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  of  £25,568, 
for  Salaries  and  Wages,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote," — (J/>.  Arthur 
O'Conntfr:)^ After  further  debate,  Question  put Tlu  Committee  (2ii>trfM{ ;  Aj«b 
86,  Noee  71 ;  Majority  35.— (Div.  List,  No.  211.) 

Original  Qaestion  again  proposed   . .  . ,  . ,  • .  IMS 

After  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  item  of  £SSfii3, 

for  Model  Schools,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote,"— (^r.  Cfray  :) — ^After 

further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed  ..  ..  1" 

After  short  debate.  Vote  affrttdto.  Digiiized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLB  OF  OONTENTS. 
[Jvffutt  6.]  pggt 

SumT— OiTiL  Sbsticb  EflTiKATiB— Oommittee— MMffnwMf. 

($.)  11,195,  to  oompleta  the  >ani  for  the  Toutun*  Fanaioii  Offlcs,  belaud.— Alter 
■hort  debate,  Vote  ^rwrf /9         ..  ..  ,.  i860 

(4.)  41,S6>,  to  oomplete  the  lam  for  the  Boyal  Iriih  Aeademy. 

Oulss  TI. — Non-Effeottte  ahd  Oraeitablb  Skbviobs. 

(J.)  Motion  nude,  and  Qoeetioa  proposed,  *'  That  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £208,828,  be 
gnmted  to  HerMajetty,  to  oomplete  the  earn  necessary  to  defray  the  Charm  whioh 
wOl  «ome  in  'ooorse  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Hueh 
1885,  for  Soperaonnation  and  Betired  AUowanoes  to  Persona  fonneiiy  employed 
in  the  Pablio  Berrice,  and  for  Gompasnonate  or  other  Special  AUoiranoes  and 
GratoitieB  awarded  by  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  *'     ■         . ,  1870 

After  sluut  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exoeedinff 
£206,392,  be  granted,  &c."—iXr.  fimify.-)— After  short  debate,  Qaestion  pat,  and 

Original  Qoestioa  pnt,  and  a^reti  to. 

16.)  £U,000,  to  complete  the  earn  for  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Penmoni,  fto. 

(7.)  £461,000,  lev  Faoper  Lunatics,  England. 

(8.)  £69,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lonatios,  Scotland. 

(oj  £U,500,  to  oom|dete  the  sum  lor  Pauper  Lonatios,  Ireland.— After  ahort  debate, 

Voibagrmt  to  .,  .,  ..  1886 

(lo.)  £12,747,  to  complete  the  sum  fw  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland.  —After 
Aort  debate,  Tote  fl^fwrf  . .  ..  . .  1887 

(II.)  £48,115,  for  Friendly  Sodetiee  Deficiency. 

(la.)  £2,101,  to  complete  uie  snm  lor  MiHoellaneoos  Charitable  and  other  Allowanoea, 

Cweat  Britain. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Qoeatien  proposed,  '*  ^lat  a  snm,  not  exceeding  £2,648,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1885,  for  certain  MiscellaneouB  Charitable  and  other  Allowances  in  Ireland  *'        . .  1888 

After  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pn^osed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
££,604,  be  granted,  fto.,"— (Jfr.  Seal;/ :)—Anet  further  short  debate,  Motion,  by 
leave,  teitMravm. 

Ordinal  Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

(14.)  £876,  for  Recwmption  <»  Consolidated  Fund  Allowances. 

CiA83  VJi. — HiBoxLUurEoirs. 

(t  j.)  £18,776,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Temporary  Oommianons. 
(lO.)  £4,693,  to  complete  tiie  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Expenses.— After  short  debate, 
Vote  i^rvftJftf      ..  ..  ..  18B0 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Oommittee  to  sit  again  T»-wt9rr9w. 

8vm.T — Bbport— Betolutions  [4th  August]  nportid         , .  , ,  1890 

Fiiflt  Two  Besolutions  agrsed  to. 
Third  Eesolution  pottponoi. 
FourUi  and  Fifth  Eeaolutions  dj^rw^  to. 
Sixth  Beaolation  pot^oHHt. 
Eleron  following  Beaolutions  apvti  to, 

"  (18.)  That  a  Rom,  not  ezoeeding  £470,  be  gnmted  to  Her  Mj^eity,  to  oomplete 
the  ram  neoesNry  to  deCrav  the  Charge  woieh  will  come  in  eonrw  (A  paymoit 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  dav  of  Maroh  1886,  for  the  FiTpmnoa  at  the 
Office  of  the  OommisBi<mers  of  Bdocation  in  Ireland  i^cdnted  fttt  the  BMolatioa 
«f  Endowed  Schools." 

After  short  debate,  Vote  potipontd. 
Sabseqaent  Beadutum  iirni  to, 

Foftpnied  Besolntions  to  be  taken  into  Ooniideration  l^t^morrow.  1 2.1jl.') 
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HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 

IN  THE 

Firm  Ssssioir  of  the  TwBurTT-Sscoim  Parliament  of  the 
Ukited  Kingdom  of  Ossat  BsiTAm  and  Ireland^ 
appointed  to  meet  29  april,  1880,  in  the  foett-thibd 
Tear  of  the  Reign  of 

HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORTA. 

EiaHTH  TOLTTHE  OF   SESSION  1884. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 
fliMd^y,  22ni  July,  1884. 


WlfllTES.]— PoBLic  BiLxa— JV'Mi  Heading^ 
Contagioiu  Diaeases  (Animals)  Act,  1878 
(Distncta)*  (20fi);  Torapike  Acts  Contina- 
aac«»(206). 

<SHnitf.£Mdiii^— Local  OoTeroment  ProvisioDal 
Oriere  (No.  6)  •  (189) ;  Naval  DUcipline  Act 
(1866)  Amendment  •  (199) ;  Ref onnatory  and 
Indortrial  Schools  (Manx  Children)  •  (200) ; 
Bheriff  Oourt  HooMt  (Scotland)  Amenament 
(193),  adjourmd;  Oyster  Caltivation  (Ire- 
UndKW). 

Cmmitu$  —  Local  Government  Provisional 
Ofden  (No.  4)  •  (163);  Local  GhiTemment 
Prorisional  Ordera  (No.  7)'  (184);  Local 
OoTomment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)* 
(185);  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provi- 
nonal  Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (No.  2)* 
(138). 

Omutte—Jifipwf— Prisons  (Ireland)  (Cost  of 
Conreyaoca  of  Prisoners)  •  (196). 

TlUri  Blading — Local  Government  Provisional 
OrdePB  (No.  2)  •  (132)  ;  Elections  (Hours  of 
Poll)  •  (179)  ;  Snmmary  Jurisdiction  (Repeal, 
ftc)  •  (202);  Revi»on  of  Jurors  and  Voters 
list!)  Pttbliu  Oonnty)  >  (178).  and  patud, 

TOIi.  00X01.  [tbibd  skbibb.] 


SHERIFF  COURT  HOUSES  (SCOTLAND) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  193.) 
( The  Earl  of  Dalhoime.) 
SECOm)  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

THE  EAEL  OF  DALHOUSIE,  in 
moviDg  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  explained  that  certain  changes  were 
proposed  by  it  in  the  interests  of  theTrea- 
surj,  and  certain  others  in  favour  of  the 
local  authorities,  but  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  Bill  was  favourable  to  the  latter. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
— (  The  Earl  of  Ifalhouaie.) 

LoKD  ABINGEB,  in  moTiog  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months,  said,  there  was  a  rery  strong 
feeling  against  the  Bill  amount  the 
landed  proprietors  of  Sootbuid,  who 
were  the  CommiBsionere  of  Supply  of 
the  countiea.  Under  the  Act  in  force, 
passed  in  1860,  the  Government  paid 
one-half  and  the  counties  one-half  of- 
the  expanses  of  the  Oourt  Hoiue^.  The. 
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coimty  of  Inverness  had  expended  _ 
large  sum  of  money  under  the  Act  of 
1860,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
Treasury  should  not  pay  one-half  of  that 
sum.  That  was  the  arrangement — f.^., 
the  Gorernment  to  pay  one-half,  and  the 
other  half  to  be  provided  by  the  Com- 
missioners  of  Supply.  He  could  not  see 
on  what  principle  of  justice  the  (Jovern- 
ment  now  attempted  to  throw  over  the 
connties  of  Scotland,  when  an  Act  so  re- 
cently as  1860  was  passed  for  the  pur- 
poses which  he  had  mentioned.  Unless 
the  Government  consented  to  strike  out 
the  clauses  rontaining  these  provisions, 
lie  considered  the  Bui  so  objectionable 
that  he  should  press  his  Motioa  for  its 
rejection. 

Amendment    moved,    to   leave  out 
("  now  ")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("  this  day  six  months."}— 
Xiord  Ahingtr.) 


Lord  ORANMOEE  and  BROWNE 
said,  he  concurred  in  the  remarks  of  the 
noble  Lord,  and  might  add  that  many 
Court  Houses  had  oeen  built  on  the 
faith  of  the  Government  guarantee^  and 
it  would  be  reiy  unfair  now  to  with- 
draw it. 

LoKD  ABINGEK  said,  he  understood 
the  Bill,  being  a  Money  Bill,  could  not 
be  altered  in  Oommittee ;  and,  thereftnre, 
he  felt  obliged  to  go  on  with,  the  Divi- 
sion. 

On  Question,  That  ("now")  stand 
part  of  the  Motion  ?  Their  Lordships  di- 
vided : — Contents  24 ;  Not-Oontents  26  : 
Majority  2. 

OOOTEKTS. 


Selborna,  E.  (£.  Ch*H- 

eellor.) 

Someroet,  1). 

Oaraperdown, 
Derby,  E. 
OranTille,  E. 
■  Eimberley,  E. 
If  orley,  £. 
Korihbrook,  E.  . 
Sydney,  E. 

Powerscourt,  V. 

BoBtoo,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  (B.  Cork  and 
Omry.)  [r«ti«r.] 


Bramvell,  L. 
Carlingford,  L. 
Carrington,  L. 
FitzGerald,  L. 
Keamare,  L.  (£.  Knt- 

mare.) 
Monson,  L.  lTtUer.1 
Kamsar,  L.  3}gh 

hount.) 
Saye  and  Sele,  L. 
Strafford,  L.  (V.  Stt- 

Jield.) 
Sundridge,  L.  (i>.  Ar- 

Thurlow,  L. 


MOT-002nWTS. 

l«eds,  J>.  Levsn  and  Mdville,  E. 

Sntherlandt  D.  Mu  sad  KaUie,  £. 

ZordAhuiiMT 


Powia,  E. 
Romney,  E. 
Selkirk.  E. 

Hawarden,  V. 

Abinger,  L.  [Ttlltr.^ 
Blantyre,  L. 
Braboume,  L. 
ClanwilUam,    L.  {B. 

ClantviUiam. ) 
Colville  of  Culroaa,  L. 
Dooington,  L. 
Kllenboroughf  L. 
Harti8mere,L.  (L.£Emi- 

niitr.) 

Jtetolved  in  the 


K«r,  L.  (if.  lotiim.) 
LaminKton,  L. 
Leconfield,  L. 
Norton,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne, 

L. 

SiJcheeter,  L. 
ford.) 

Stratheden  and  Camp- 
bell, L. 

Tweedmonti),  L. 

Wemyw,    L.  {E, 
Wem^.)  ITetter.] 

Wynford,  L. 


Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  2»  this 
day  six  months."— Zord  Ahingar.) 

Eabl  GBANTILLE  said,  with  refer- 
eoce  to  the  result  of  the  Division,  that 
he  did  not  remember  any  purely  Money 
Bill  having  been  rejected  by  that  House 
on  the  second  reading,  without  any  No- 
tice whatever  having  been  given. 

The  Eabl  of  HARDWIOKE  said,  he 
was  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  result, 
as  he  did  not  vote ;  but  if  the  Bill  was 
one  of  great  importance,  why  did  not 
the  noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the  Wool- 
sack, or  another  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment give  some  explanation  to  the 
House;  but  no  noble  Lord  got  up  to 
make  any  protest  against  the  Amend- 
ment. Even  if  it  were  a  small  matter, 
the  Government  might  have  offered  some 
explanation  to  the  House. 

The  Eabx,  of  EIMBEBLET  said,  no 
doubt  it  was  a  small  matter ;  but  still 
it  was  most  nnusuid  to  oppose,  without 
any  Notice,  the  second  reading  of  a 
Money  Bill.  The  opposition  not  being 
expected,  no  explanation  was  given  fur- 
ther than  by  his  noble  Friend  who  re- 
presented the  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  not  a  comfortable 
thing  that  such  a  Motion  could  be  car- 
ried without  Notice,  and  ttie  inconve- 
nience of  such  an  oocurrenoe  would  be 
excessive. 

LoED  ELLENBOROUGH  asked  how 
they  could  have  amended  the  Bill,  as  it 
was  a  Money  Bill  ? 

Lord  ABINGER  said,  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  in  Scotland  against  the 
Bill,  and  the  Bill  had  only  been  set 
down  on  the  Paper  for  that  day. 

The  Duke  op  ARGYLL  said,  that 
was  purely  and  absolutely  a  Money  Bill, 
and  no  doubt  it  would  be  against  Fttr- 
liamentary  usiwe  to  amend  it  in  Com- 
mittee; but  Notice  should  hm  been 
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given  It  it  were  wislied  to  reject  it  on 
the  second  reading.  He  would  mention 
tbi&— tliat  Money  Bills  were  always 
eloaelj  discussed  between  the  Lord  Ad- 
Tocate  and  the  Scotch  Members ;  and  as 
z^arded  this  Bill,  so  far  as  he  had  oh> 
served,  there  had  been  no  opposition  to 
it  in  the  other  House.  If  there  bad 
been,  he  should  have  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  details  of  the  mea- 
onre.  He  thought  it  was  objectionable 
to  move  the  rejection  of  a  Money  Bill 
without  any  Notice. 

The  Marquess  of  XjOTHIAN  said, 
that  what  bad  occurred  was  another 
proof  of  the  necessity  for  baviufi;  a  Se- 
cretary for  Scotlaod.  The  noble  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Einiberley)had  complniued 
of  the  inconvenience  of  rejecting  the 
Bill;  but  be  would  refer  the  noble  Earl 
to  the  inconvenience  occasioned  by  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  any  Member  of 
the  (Government  to  get  up  and  answer 
the  statements  of  bis  noble  Frieod.  As 
the  Bill  could  DOt  be  amwided  in  Oom- 
mittee,  noble  Lords  took  advantage  of 
this  opportnni^  to  record  their  votes  in 
support  of  his  noble  Friend,  whose  state- 
ments had  not  been  answered. 

Eabl  aBANYILLE  said,  that,  as 
this  was  a  small  Bill,  there  was  not  the 
sBchtest  idea  that  it  was  to  be  opposed. 
It  had  been  done  suddenly,  and  entirely 
without  Notice.  The  provisions  of  the 
Bill  were  explained  by  his  noble  Friend, 
who  bad  charge  of  the  Bills  in  that  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  It  was 
against  all  precedent  to  throw  out  a 
Money  Bill  without  Notice. 

LoBD  OEANMOBE  abd  BROWNE 
remarked  that  a  great  many  of  these 
Bills  came  on  suddenly,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  Session,  without  anyone  knowing 
wbaa  they  were  to  be  discussed. 

Thb  iLxL  OF  DALHOUSIE  said, 
that  this  Bill  lud  been  down  for  second 
leading  for  some  days,  and  everyone 
had  had  an  opportimity  of  studying  it. 

Ijoed  ABINQEB  said,  he  considered 
that  the  Bill  had  been  brought  in  in  a 
very  improper  way  as  far  as  the  landed 
proprietors,  who  were  OommusioDers  of 
Biq»ply  in  Scotland,  and  who  were  in- 
terested in  it,  were  concerned.  It  was 
introduced  fUfter  the  April  meeting  of 
the  Gjmmissionere  of  Supply ;  it  was 
pisctically  brought  in  surreptitiously. 
When  it  passed  through  the  House  of 
CoauDODa,  he  received  the  strongest  re- 
fttmiatioBM  from  his  own  county,  In- 


verness-shire, regarding  its  provisions. 
He  considered  it  was  a  very  objection- 
able Bill,  and  its  rejection  would  give 
great  satisfaction  to  the  Oonuuissioners 
of  Supply  in  Scotland. 

Thb  LORD  OHANCELLOE  said,  that 
the  nobleLord  appeared,  fromhisown  ob- 
servations, to  have  meditated  opposition 
to  the  Bill  for  some  time.  In  that  ease  he 
ought  to  have  given  Notice  that  he  in- 
tended to  move  its  rejection.  Bat  tiie 
noble  Lord  had  neither  given  Notice  of 
his  Motion  nor  asked  for  a  further  post- 
ponement of  the  second  reading.  If  the 
Motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
tinie  that  day  six  months  were  rejected, 
the  only  result  would  be  that  the  Bill 
would  be  put  down  for  second  reading 
on  another  day. 

On  Question*  Their  Lordships  A- 
pW.-— Oontents  29;  Not-Oontents  83 : 
Migori^  8. 
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Heiolved  in  the  neffatt've. 
Bill  to  be  read  2*  on  Thur»day  next. 

OYSTER  CULTIVATION  (IRELAND) 
BILL.— (No.  197.) 

{The  Lord  Frtiidmi.) 

SECOND  READINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

LoHD  OARLINGFOED  (Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council),  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
that  the  measure  was  intended  for  the 
further  promotion  of  the  cultiration  of 
oysters  in  Ireland.  It  was  founded  on 
the  English  Act  of  1868,  and  woiild  en- 
able the  Irish  Oommissioners  of  Fisheries 
to  do  what  the  Board  of  Trade  could  do 
in  this  country.  He  beliered  it  would 
proTe  a  useful  measure. 

Mov$d,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—{The  Lord  Frmdmt.) 

The  Marquess  of  "WATERFORD 
said,  he  had  much  pleasure  in  support- 
ing the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  which 
ho  thought  a  TerynsoEul  measure.  But 
there  was  one  proposal  which  he 
should  like  to  make,  and  which  he 
hoped  that  his  noble  Friend  would  ac- 
cept in  Committee.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  noble  Lord  was  aware  that 
in  the  cultivation  of  oysters  American 
and  Portuguese  varieties  were  laid  down 
on  the  coast  of  Ireland.  Now,  there 
was  a  law  in  Ireland  which  made  the 
sale  of  oysters  illegal  in  the  months  of 
May,  June,  July,  and  August ;  but  he 
believed  that  those  oysters  were  totally 
different  from  the  English  oyster,  and 
were  not  only  fit  to  eat,  but  were  at 
their  best  during  those  months,  and 
were  sold  largely  in  London.  Ho,  there- 
fore, desired  to  see  a  clause  inserted  in 
the  Bill  to  enable  Portuguese  and  Ameri- 
can oysters  to  be  sold  in  Ireland  during 
that  period.  Ihey  could  be  easily  dis- 
tinguished, and  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  a  Fishery  Inspector  giving  an 
order  for  the  sale  of  those  particular 
oysters.  If  that  were  done  it  would  en- 
courage the  growth  of  those  beds  of 
oysters  which  seemed  to  have  taken  to 
the  shores  of  Ireland,  and  additional 
employment  would  thus  be  given  to  the 
people. 

The  Earl  op  COTJBTOWN  said,  he 
thought  there  might  be  some  danger  in 
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carrying  out  the  proposal  of  the  noble 
Marquess.  He  hoped  that  nothing  would 
he  done  which  would  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  the  preservation  of  the  native 
oyster  beds. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD 
pointed  out  that  the  kind  of  oysters  to 
which  he  had  alluded  were  now  allowed 
to  be  sold  in  London. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Commiltee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Tkureday  next. 

PRTVATB  BILLS   (RAILWATS)  —  NEW 
STANDING  ORDER.— RESOLUTION. 

Lord  HENNIKER,  in  riung  to  move 

to  resolve — 

"  That  where  a  Cbambor  of  Commerco  or 
Agriculture,  or  other  similar  body  safficientl^ 
representing  a  particular  trade  or  business,  in 
any  district  to  which  any  Railway  Bill  relates, 
petition  against  the  Bill,  ailing  that  snch 
trade  or  bnnnesa  will  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorized  by 
the  Bill,  or  is  injuriously  affected  by  the  rat^ 
and  fares  already  authorized  by  Acta  relating 
to  the  railway  undertaking,  it  fihall  bo  compe- 
tent for  tho  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill 
is  referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioDcrs  or  their  counsel  or  agents  and  witnesses 
on  such  allegation  against  the  Bill,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  against  the  rates  and  fares  autho- 
rised by  the  said  Acts  or  any  of  them  ;  " 

and  to  move  that  the  said  Itesolution  be 
made  a  Standing  Order  of  the  House, 
said,  that  last  year  he  brought  forward 
a  Motion  which  referred  indirectly  to 
that  he  now  placed  before  the  House. 
He  need  not  trouble  their  Lordships 
with  very  lengthened  remarks,  as  the 
subject  had  been  fully  discussed  "else- 
where." The  history  of  the  case  was, 
shortly,  that  last  year  a  Eesolution  was 
carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  with- 
out objection.  This  year  a  Resolution, 
nearly  the  same  as  the  one  now  sub- 
mitted, was  discussed  in  that  House  on 
May  21.  It  was  objected  to  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  tho 
ground  that  it  was  only  part  of  the 
question  dealt  with  in  the  Beport  of  the 
Uailway  Fares  and  Bates  Committee, 
and  the  debate  was  adjourned  in  order 
that  he  might  bring  in  a  complete  mea- 
sure. However,  there  was  no  chance  of 
this  Bill  passing — now,  of  course,  it  had 
been  given  up ;  and  on  July  9  the  ad- 
journed debate  ended  in  that  Standing 
Order  bein^  carried  by  a  majority  of  10. 
What  he  wished  to  do  was  to  make  the 
practice  in  botii  Hooaes  alike.  The. 
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Sesolution  was  framed  on  the  recom- 
mendatiou  of  the  Committee  to  which  he 
had  referred,  and  on  the  Besolnttons 
passed  in  the  House  of  Commons  last 
jear  and  this.   Its  object  was  to  place 
farmers  and  traders  in  a  fair  position 
with  respect  to  the  Bailway  Companies 
as  to  rates.  Their Lordshipswere  aware 
how  powerless  a  trader  or  a  farmer  was 
against  a  great  Company  with  a  perma- 
nent ataff  to  conduct  their  case.  The 
Companies  had  all  the  experience  gained 
by  being  very  often  before  a  Com- 
mittee ;  and,  as  a  rule,  individuals  were 
afraid  to  attack  largo  Companies.  They 
were  not  only  handicapped  heavily  to 
begin  with ;  but  the  question  of  expense 
was  a  serious  consideration.    It  was 
difBcuIt  even  for  a  body  of  men.  to  deal 
with  a  Company.    He  had  some  experi- 
ence  of  this,  for  some  years  ago  he 
joined  in  a  combination  to  ask  for  re- 
duced rates.   The  large  traders  were 
aggrieved;  bat  the  moment  the  Com- 
pany found  the  organization  strong 
against  t^em  they  offered  the  principal 
tradera  preferential  rates,  and  so,  in 
fact,  did  away  with  the  general  de- 
mand for  a  reduction  of  rates.  This 
showed  the  power  of  a  Railway  Com- 
pany.   In  fact,  it  might  be  said  that 
Companies  might  almost  paralyze  an  ia- 
dnstry  if  they  chose.  On  publio  grounds, 
as  well  as  in  the  interests  of  single 
traders,  therefore,  he  thought  it  a  wise 
thing  to  give  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and  Agriculture  a  locus  standi.  They 
were  public  bodies,  and  if  they  took  up  a 
ease  mwely  to  annoy  a  Bail  way  Company 
they  would  lose  credit  at  once.  Again, 
they  could  not  be  subject  to  the  opera- 
tion of  an  offer  of  preferential  rates  to 
certain  individuals.    Such  a  provision  as 
this  would  at  any  time  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage ;  but  just  now,  when  trade  and 
agricuitare  were  suffering  so  much,  the 
boon  would  be  a  very  great  one,  par- 
ticularly as  there  was  a  tendency  to 
favour  foreign  trade  as  to  rates  to  the 
injury  of  the  home  trade.    The  most 
important  olnection  appeared  to  him  to 
be  that  the  Besolution  would  open  the 
door  to  the  whole  of  the  rates  of  a  large 
railway  like  the  Great  Northern  being 
revised  if  they  merely  applied  for  some 
small  power,  which  most  large  railways 
did  every  year.   They  were  asked  whe- 
ther this  would  be  fair.    His  answer 
was,  certainly  not.    There  should  be 
»tnmg;  reasons  for  suoh  a  course;  but 


he  must  remind  the  House  that  it  oonid 
not  be  fairly  said  that  rates  once  intro- 
duced into  a  Bill  should  never  be 
altered.  On  the  contrary,  a  clause  had 
always  been  inserted  in  Bailway  Bills 
for  the  last  30  or  40  years  to  give  power 
to  revise.  It  was  admitted,  too,  that 
many  rates  were  obsolete,  were  injurious 
to  various  industrie?,  and  required  re- 
vision. Their  Lonlships  would  observe, 
too,  that  the  Committee  had  power 
under  the  proposed  Order  only  if  they 
thought  fit.  The  Business  of  that  House 
was  deservedly  praised  for  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  done  ;  and  be  could  not 
picture  to  himself  any  Chairman  recom- 
mending a  Committee  to  open  the  vast 
question  of  Uie  rates  of  a  great  railway 
because  some  particular  rates  were  ob- 
jected to.  Surely  it  was  but  fair  that 
when  a  Company  asked  a  boon  from 
Parliament,  when  they  applied  for  fresh 
powers,  that  others  who  paid  these  rates 
should  have  an  opportunity,  of  asking 
for  a  revision,  |>artioularly  in  some  cases 
where  the  antiquated  rates  he  had  re- 
ferred to  were  as  injurious  to  the  rail* 
ways  as  they  were  to  trade.  A  great 
deal  was  said  about  interference  with 
Companies  which  had  such  an  immense 
capital  invested.  But  were  not  traders, 
who  provided  the  dividends,  to  be  con- 
sidered ?  Bailway  Companies  could  ask 
for  increased  rates,  but  traders  could  not 
put  the  contrary  case.  It  might  be  said 
that  this  Kesolution  would  lead  to 
frivolous  Petitions.  He  thot^ht  this 
would  not  be  so.  The  expenses  of  a 
Petition  were  too  great,  and  the  penalty 
of  bringing  forward  anything  frivolous 
too  heavy.  Again,  it  was  said  that  this 
was  only  one  recommendation,  that  they 
would  be  legislating  piecemecd,  and  that 
they  should  wait  till  all  the  rates  could 
be  revised.  How  long  might  they  wait 
for  such  a  measure  ?  Meanwhile,  why 
should  not  the  weaker  party  be  pro- 
tected ?  He  had  applied  bis  remarks  to 
existing  rates,  as  he  supposed  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  an  appeal 
against  new  rates.  All  he  could  say 
was  that  he  made  a  strong  appeal  to 
their  Lordships  to  pass  this  Besolution. 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  Bill  was  no  longer  in 
existence ;  why  not  take  a  step  in  the 
right  direction — a  step  acknowledged  to 
be  a  good  one  by  all  except  the  rail- 
ways ?  It  was  only  optional  to  a  Com- 
mittee to  hear  a  Petition ;  it  was  most 
important  to  trade  and  agriculture  at  &U 
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times  to  bare  fair  rates;  but  just  now, 
wlien  they  were  sufferiug  so  much,  of 
paramount  importance  ;  and  any  step  in 
this  direction  would  be  received  as  a 
boon.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
lately  of  opening  the  door  to  agreement 
between  the  two  Houses.  If  they  could 
not  agree  in  all  things,  yet  he  thought 
he  might  fairly  appeal—and  appeal 
strongly — to  their  Lordships  to  make 
the  practice  as  much  the  same  as 
possible  in  both  Houses  in  a  case  of  this 
Kind.  The  noble  Lord  oonduded  by 
moving  his  Resolution. 

Mov$d  to  resolve — 

"That  whflrtt  a  Chamber  of  Commaroe  or 
Agrioultare,  or  other  similar  body  sufficiently 
represeotiiig  a  particular  trade  or  buBinesa,  in 
any  district  to  which  any  Bailway  Bill  relates, 
petition  against  the  Bill,  allying  that  sach 
trade  or  bniinan  will  be  iojariously  affeeted  by 
the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorised  by 
the  Bill,  or  ii  injnrioualy  affected  by  the  rates 
and  fares  already  authorised  by  Acta  relatiug 
to  the  railway  undertaking,  it  shall  be  compe- 
tent for  ttie  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill 
is  refnrred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioners or  their  counsel  or  agents  and  wit- 
nesses on  such  allegation  against  the  Bill,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  against  the  rates  and  fares 
authorised  by  the  said  Acts,  or  any  of  them." — 
(  Tht  Lord  Smniktr. ) 

LoBD  BBABOITBKE  said,  bethought 
it  was  rather  hard  at  l^ta  period  of  the 
Session,  when  their  Lordships'  minds 
were  occupied  with  other  important 
matters,  that  they  should  be  asked  to 
pass  one  of  the  most  confusing  and  in- 
volved Standing  Orders  thiat  it  nad  ever 
been  his  lot  to  read.  He  pointed  out 
to  the  noble  Lord  that  Mr.  Clnamberlain 
had  stated,  when  a  aimilar  Standing 
Order  was  brought  forward  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  to  pass  Buch  a  Stand- 
ing Order  would  be  most  unfair  to  the 
rMiway  interest,  and  also  that  if  any- 
thing was  to  be  done  in  the  direction  in- 
dicated it  should  be  done  only  as  part 
of  a  large  scheme.  Indeed,  he  must 
apologize  for  rising  so  soon,  as  he  could 
not  doubt  that  the  Government  would 
take  the  same  view  as  their  Colleagues 
in  the  other  House,  and  would  oppose 
this  Motion.  It  was  quite  true  that, 
owing  to  a  Cabinet  Council  being  held 
at  the  time  and  other  oircumstauces,  the 
other  House  had  passed  the  Standiug 
Order  by  a  very  small  majority;  but, 
while  he  had  great  reftpeot  for  the  de- 
cision of,  the  other  House,  their  Lord- 
ships were  not  in  the  liabit  of  always 
implicitly  following  their  azample,  and 

Xori^  Mmwiktr 


he  desired  to  point  out  one  or  two  con- 
siderations  that  ought  to  weigh  with 
their  Lordships  in  toe  matter.  In  the 
first  place,  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  had  sat  and  fully 
inquired  into  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  rates  and  fares  of  railways,  and  had 
made  a  great  number  of  recommenda- 
tions. He  thought  it  was  a  little  too 
hard  that  his  noble  Friend  should  have 
embodied  in  hie  Stsnding  Order  one 
provision  hostile  to  the  railway  interest, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  had  omitted 
those  provisions  which  were  favourable 
to  it.  His  noble  Friend  also  made  light 
of  the  objection  to  the  Standing  Order 
on  account  of  its  innovating  character ; 
but  he  would  point  out  to  him  that  it 
had  hitherto  been  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  the  wise  and  salutary  ruld 
that  when  a  Private  Bill  had  been 
brought  forward  for  consideration  in 
their  Lordships*  Committees  or  in  those 
of  the  other  Honse,  the  only  thing  that 
should  be  inquired  into  and  decided  and 
lef^islated  upon  was  the  contents  of  that 
Bill ;  that  things  extraneous  to  the  Bill 
should  not  be  brought  in.  His  first  ob- 
jection to  this  Standing  Order  was  that 
it  violated  that  salutary  provision.  He 
asked,  moreover,  whether  it  was  a  jnet 
thing  on  the  part  of  their  Lordshipa, 
whether  it  was  a  wise  or  fair  thii^  to- 
wards the  Bailway  Companies  to  pass  a 
Standing  Order  which,  in  the  event  of  a 
Oompany  merely  desiring  powers  to  alter 
a  station  or  effect  some  trifling  improve- 
ment would,  expose  them  to  the  li^  of 
having  their  whole  system  of  rates  and 
fares  revised  and  possibly  lowered  ?  It 
frequently  happened  that  the  pnblio  de- 
sired a  Bailway  Oompany  to  afford  them 
some  particular  accommodation ;  but,  if 
this  Standing  Order  passed,  the  answer 
would  be  plain — namely,  that  the  Com- 
pany would  have  been  very  willing  to 
grant  the  request,  but  that  they  could 
not  run  the  risk  of  having  their  whole 
system  of  rates  attacked.  This  could 
be  done  under  the  new  Standing  Order, 
although  the  Bill  introduced  by  a  Com- 
pany had  no  connection  whatever  with 
rates  and  fares,  and  inevitably  its  effect 
would  be  to  deter  Bailway  Companies 
from  coming  to  Parliament  with  the  f  lew 
of  accommodating  the  public.  In  all 
these  questions  it  was  the  fashion  to  talk 
about  powerful  Companies  and  Boarda 
of  Bailway  Directors ;  but  it  was  not  the 
power  of  Companies  or  the  salaries  «f 
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officialB  which  were  affected  by  anything 
which  lowered  the  value  of  railway  pro- 
perty— it  was  the  dividend  of  the  share- 
holders. Their  Lordships  must  recollect 
that  they  were  dealing  in  this  legislation 
with  a  very  lai^  body  of  railway  share- 
holders, and  that  while  these  men  did 
not  at  all  wish  to  avoid  a  fair  fulfilment 
of  the  duties  they  had  undertaken  in 
seeking  what  was  called  a  boon  from 
Pttrliament,  they  at  the  same  time  asked, 
having  sank  a  large  amount  of  capital  in 
these  undertakings,  that  faith  should  be 
kept  with  them.  He  would,  moreover, 
■aj  that  in  all  their  complamta  against 
legialation  recently  proposed,  the  «ul- 
waj  shareholders  had  never  objected  to 
having  enforced  the  obligations  they  had 
mtdmCaken ;  but  tiiey  had  insisted  upon 
their  ri^ht  to  Iwve  their  causes  tried  by 
a  competent  legal  tribunal,  and  to  be 
treated  like  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
monity.  If  the  rates  granted  to  them 
by  Act  of  Parliament  were  to  be  revised 
let  it  be  by  such  a  fair  and  competent 
toibunal  acting  upon  definite  principles ; 
bat  do  not  let  the  whole  system  of  a 
Bailway  Oompany  be  exposed  to  the  will 
of  each  a  flootuatiag  tribunal  as  a  Parlia- 
meutaryOommittee.  Some  obaoge  might 
poasibly  be  required  with  respect  to  the 
persons  having  a  loetu  standi  to  oppose 
nivate  Bills  m  that  House;  but  that 
duukge  ought  to  be  effected  by  some 
general  l^slative  enactment,  and  not 
by  a  Standing  Order  such  as  this,  only 
dealing  with  a  portion  of  the  subject.  It 
was,  no  doubt,  an  advantage  to  have  tiie 
praotioe  with  regard  to  Private  Bills 
similar  in  both  Houses ;  but  a  Standing 
Order  carried  in  July  by  a  narrow  ma- 

1'ority  wasnotaciroumstanoe  that  should 
ead  that  House  to  adopt  it  also.  Pos- 
sibly the  Honse  of  Commons  would  be 
glad  to  recede  from  its  position,  and  he 
hoped  that  their  Lordships  would  reject 
this  Standing  Order  instead  of  giving  a 
Ueu$  »tamdi  to  new  Bodies,  and  would 
pve  the  House  of  Commons  a  heut 
pmmiUHtia. 

Lord  SUDELEY  said,  this  Besolution 
stood  in  a  very  peculiar  position.  When 
it  eame  befbre  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament, ^e  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  opposed  it;  but  notwithstanding 
tiiat  the  House  of  Commons  determined 
that  die  Besolnticm  shoold  become  one  of 
its  BItmding  Orders.  The  position,  there- 
fore, was  entirely  changed.  The  Oo- 
veiamest  had  oonsidered  the  question 


very  carefully,  and  they  saw  that  if  ttie 
Standing  Order  were  not  passed  in  this 
House,  it  might,  on  various  occasions, 
place  their  Lordships  in  a  very  difficult 
position.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  a 
subject  OQ  which  great  difference  of 
opiaion  existed,  and  they  thought  it  a 
question  that  the  House  should  deal 
with  entirely  on  its  own  responsibility, 
and  that  their  Lordships  were  the  best 
judges  of  the  case.  The  GK)vernment 
had,  therefore,  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  far  better  that  they 
should  not  express  any  further  opinion 
on  the  matter,  but  leave  each  Member 
of  their  Lordships*  House  to  Tote  as  he 
thought  light.   

LoKD  BBAMWELL  said,  he  should 
oppose  the  Standing  Order.  The  effect 
of  its  adoption  would  be  to  injuriously 
affect  the  railway  rates  and  fares  already 
authorized.  It  was  said  that  the  Bail- 
way  Companies  oame  to  ask  for  a  boon, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  could  not  com- 
plain if  the  boon  which  they  asked  was 
never  granted  unless  it  was  also  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public.  Suppose  Peti- 
tioners against  a  Bill  made  out  that  the 
railway  rates  and  fares  were,  in  some 
instances,  excessive,  and  the  Bailway 
Company  made  out  what  they  sought— 
perhaps  an  additional  piece  of  Iwd — 
was  right  and  reasonable,  what  would 
the  Committee  do?  Would  they  say 
that  what  the  Bailway  Company  sought 
in  their  Bill  was  very  moderate  indeed  f 
But  imless  they  made  some  saorifioe  of 
IlLe  rates  and  chaises  they  were  entitled 
to  levy  by  former  Acts  of  Parliament, 
they  could  not  grant  the  Bill.  This 
Standing  Order  would  (^ve  Ohambers  of 
Commerce  and  Chambers  of  Agriculture 
a  locu*  standi;  but  such  bodies  were  un- 
known to  the  law.  Any  gentlemen  who 
associated  themselves  together  might,  if 
they  pleased,  call  themselves  a  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  ask  to  be  heard.  If 
there  was  some  provision  for  inflicting 
costs  on  people  who  unreasonably,  and 
on  frivolous  groimds,  put  Railway  Com- 
panies to  unnecessary  trouble  and  ex- 
pense, and  for  thus  punishino;  the  ag- 
gressors, he  should  not  so  much  mind. 

The  Eabl  op  MILLTOWN  pointed 
out  that  the  Committee  already  possessed 
the  power  of  imposing  costs  on  the  pro- 
moters of  frivolous  or  vexatious  opposi* 
tion. 

The  Eabl  or  OAMPEKDOWN 
thought  the  House  was  entitled  to  more 
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information,  as  to  the  position  and  mind 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  Goremment  opposed  this 
Standing  Order  ia  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  House  of  Commons  adopted 
it ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  alter  their  opinion  with 
regard  to  it.  By  the  practice  of  their 
Lordships'  House  a  great  deal  more 
power  was  given  to  Committees  than  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  Chairmen 
of  Committees  did  habitually  decide 
questions  as  to  whether  persons  should, 
or  should  not,  be  heard.  It  seemed  to 
him  quite  right,  when  a  Bill  was  put 
forward  whicn  contained  new  proposals 
and  new  rates,  that  a  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, or  a  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
should  be  entitled  to  be  heard  against 
it.  Therefore,  he  did  not  himself  see 
that  his  noble  Friend  was  proposing 
anything  objectionable  in  itself;  but  he 
would  suggest  that  the  words  relatingto 
existing  rates  should  be  left  out. 

Lord  COLVILLB  of  CULE0S8 
wished  to  say  a  few  words,  as  represent- 
ing a  great  Company,  against  the  Reso- 
lution. Notwithstanding  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  Lord  who  had  spoken  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  he  really 
must  ask  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  House  to  pay  a  little  more 
attention  to  what  had  fallen  from  their 
Colleague,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  the 
other  House.  Hemembering  what  had 
happened  in  the  other  House,  and  how 
the  Besolution  had  been  carried  there, 
he  really  oonld  not  support  the  Besolu- 
tion, which  lie  regarded  as  a  Motion  to 
orertum  Acts  of  Parliament  passed 
years  ago. 

LoED  HENNIKER  said,  he  had,  of 
course,  expected  to  have  considerable 
opposition  from  his  two  noble  Friends 
near  him,  who  represented  the  Bailway 
Companies.  With  respect  to  what  had 
been  said  about  bringing  on  this  Molion 
at  the  end  of  the  Session,  he  had  onlv 
to  say  that  Private  Bills  were  dealt  with 
in  November ;  and  he  thought  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  settle  what 
was  to  be  done  now  than  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  Session,  and,  as  the  House 
of  Commons  Standing  Order  existed,  the 
position  would  be  awkw^.  The  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  public  bodies 
becoming  partieB  to  the  opposition  to  a 
Bill  could  be  got  over  mentioning  the 
President  or  Seoretary  of  a  Chamber  of 
Agriculture  or  Commerce  in  the  Stand- 

Th  Earl  of  Camptrdov^ 


ing  Order,  for  they  were  always  men  o! 

position,  and  who  would  be  admitted  as 
opponents  in  their  individual  capacity. 
However,  one  point  was  to  follow  the 
Kule,  as  nearly  as  possible,  laid  down  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Stand- 
ing Order  there  did  not  make  this  dis- 
tinction. The  noble  and  learned  L<ffd 
opposite  (Lord  Bramwell)  made  a  point 
of  the  power  of  rusing  the  general 
question  of  rates  over  a  large  railway 
system.  He  thought  that  had  been 
answered  by  the  fact  that  the  discretion 
was  left  to  tho  Committee  to  hear  the 
parties  when  they  thoi^ht  fit.  The  case 
put  forward  was,  in  fact,  an  almost  im- 
possible one.  As  to  the  power  to  a|^»ea! 
to  the  I^lway  Conmiission,  the  fact  was 
that  this  power  was  not  nsed.  FaitieB 
did  not  apply  to  the  Commissioners  in  tlie 
way  suggested.  With  reference  to  the 
suggestion  of  his  noble  Friend  opposite 
(the  Earl  of  Camperdown)  to  take  out 
the  words  affecting  existing  rates,  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  objection  on  the 
part  of  Railway  Companies  to  allow  new 
rates  to  be  questioned  ;  but  the  Motion 
would  be  valueless  if  it  were  not  made 
retrospective,  and  did  not  affect  existing 
rates.  He  made,  again,  a  strong  appeu 
to  their  Lordships  to  pass  the  Standing 
Order. 

The  Eabz.  of  KIMBEKLEY  said, 
although  he  did  not  in  every  particular 
approve  of  the  Besolution,  he  would  still 
support  it,  as  it  had  passed  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  had  not  for  some  time 
attended  Select  Committees  ;  but  his 
experience  was  that  the  great  defect  in 
the  procedure  of  the  House  was  that  the 
public  were  never  heard.  It  was  all 
very  well  for  Railway  Com panies.to  de- 
fend themselves ;  but  there  could  not  be 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  trade  in  this 
country  did  suflfer  most  seriously  from 
the  nature  of  the  rates  now  levied.  The 
inj  ustice  of  them  was  such  that  it  pressed 
upon  the  trade  of  the  country,  and,  in 
some  cases,  they  were  so  injurious  as 
actually  to  handicap  our  own  trade  in 
favour  of  foreign.  On  these  g^unds 
he  should  vote  for  the  Resolution. 

The  Dozb  of  SOMERSET  considered 
the  Besolution  most  unjust,  and  he  Tery 
much  regretted  that  the  Government  had 
not  acted  in  their  Xjordships'  House  as 
thOT  had  in  the  other  House. 

Lord  WINMABLEIGH  said,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  that  the 
Order  atiould  not  be  retiiospectiye ;  apd^ 
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thereftnre,  he  to  more  an  Amend- 

ment  to  leave  out  all  the  vords  which 
wonld  have  that  effect,  so  as  to  confine 
the  proposed  Standing  Order  to  rates  to 
be  levied  in  the  future. 
Amendment  moved. 

To  leave  oat  ("  or  u  iiyuriouily  affected  by 
the  rates  and  fares  already  aathorised  by  AcU 
relatiog  to  the  railway  ondertakiog.") — {Tht 
I^d  Winmarleigh.) 

The  Eabl  of  EEDESDALE  (Chaib- 
3UX  of  CouuiTTEEs)  said,  he  could  not 
acquiesce  in  the  Resolution.  He  did  not 
think  that  a  Select  Committee  was  a  fit 
tnbiuiBl  to  settle  the  question  of  railway 
rates  all  over  the  country. 

E&ai,  FOBT£SCir£  said,  that  when 
be  was  a  llember  of  a  Committee  ap- 
pmnted  many  years  ago  to  consider 
the  Private  Business  of  the  House  of 
Commons  be  was  maoh  struck  by  the 
inadequacy  of  the  representation  ac- 
corded to  pablio  interests  as  compared 
with  private.  Apart  from  the  difficulty 
of  getting  individuals,  each  personally  as 
one  of  the  public  but  slightly  aggrieved, 
to  engage  at  short  notice,  either  iso- 
latedly  or  in  a  hastily-formed  combina- 
tion, in  a  costly  conflict  with  a  rich, 
powerful  Company  or  confederation  of 
Companies,  the  requirement  of  a  hcu$ 
tiandi  he  considered  worked  great  in- 
justice, and  he  welcomed  any  proposal 
which  enlarged  the  representation  of 
the  interests  of  the  public  before  Com- 
mittees. He  did  not  like^  therefore, 
to  vote  against  the  Besolution,  and,  if 
it  wwe  amended  so  as  not  to  have  a  re- 
iro^ectlTe  character,  he  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  voting  for  it. 

Eau.  OBAKTILLE  said,  that,  so  far 
as  he  was  coDcerned,  he  was  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  Besolution  if  it  were 
amended  in  the  sense  suggested  by  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Winmarleighj, 

LoBO  HENNIKER  said,  he  thought 
the  proposal  now  made  to  limit  the 
Standing  Order  to  new  rates  would  not 
be  accepted  as  a  boon  to  the  interests  in 
qaestion  ;  but  after  what  had  been  said 
by  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Qran- 
Tille),  and  from  the  general  opinion  of 
the  House,  he  would  not  trouble  their 
Ludships  to  divide. 

On  Qaestion,  egrt$i  U. 

Then  it  was  moved  to  leave  oat  ("  authorised 
W  the  said  Acta,  or  any  of  them  '*)  and  add  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution  ('*  proposed  to  be 
authorued  by  Uie  eame  "} ;  agrted  to. 

SttUved,  That  where  a  Chamber  of  Commerce 
or  A^nUor^  or  other  nuilsr  body  lofficimtly 


represBnting  a  putionlar  trade  or  btislnesa,  in 

an^  district  to  wnich  any  Railway  Bill  relates, 
petition  against  the  BUI,  alleging  that  such 
trade  or  business  will  be  injarioualy  affected  by 
the  ratea  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorised 
by  the  Bill,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Select 
C<Hnmittee  to  whom  the  BiU  !■  referred,  if  they 
think  fit,  to  hear  the  petitionerB  or  their  coun- 
sel  or  agents  and  wibiessee  on  such  allegation 
against  the  Bill,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  against 
the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authoriaed  by 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutioa  be  declared 
a  Standing  Order ;  and  that  it  be  entered  on 
the  Roll  of  Sanding  Orders,  and  be  printed, 
(No.  207.) 

ItEPRE8ENTATI0N  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BILL-THB  AUTUMN  SESSION. 

observations. 
Ths  Eabl  ot  BEDESDALE  (Chas- 
UAJS  of  CouuiTTEEs) :  My  Lords,  I  have 
^ven  Notice  of  the  following :  — 

To  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
pn^Msed  aQtnmnal  ssHion,  and  to  the  only 
manner  in  which  the  extennon  of  the  franchise 

question  can  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with." 

I  think  it  is  desirable^  in  calling  your 
Lordships'  attention  to  this  subject,  to 
refer  to  the  position  in  which  the  House 
stands,  in  which  the  Gbvemment  stands, 
and  in  which  the  question  of  the  exten* 
sion  of  the  franchise  stands.  Now,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  relative  positions  are  im- 
perfectly understood  tiiroughont  the 
countiT  generally ;  and  I  think  it  Teiy 
desirable,  therefore,  that  something 
should  be  done  to  let  as  know  the 
course  to  be  proposed  and  the  way  in 
which  the  matter  is  to  proceed.  In  the 
first  place,  I  would  refer  to  what  took 

Slace  yesterday.  There  was  a  great 
emonstration  made  in  the  Park,  which 
was  supposed  to  have  some  great  efiect 
on  the  conduct  of  this  House.  I  was 
delighted  to  hear  that  a  large  number 
of  persons  assembled,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings passed  off  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  and  that  those  who  came — some 
of  them,  I  understand,  were  paid  for 
their  attendance — had  a  very  pleasant 
day.  And  as  all  passed  off  so  quietly  I 
am^induced  the  more  to  believe  urnt 
those  who  attended  will  be  induced  to 
listen  a  little  to  reason  on  the  subject, 
and  that  after  all  they  will  oome  to  see 
ih&t  the  real  issue  is  very  different  from 
tbat  which  they  are  asked  to  oountenanoe 
and  support.  The  real  truth,  which  has 
never  been  fairly  brought  before  the 
country,  is  that  this  House  has  in  no 
way  refused  the  extension  o£  the  fru* 
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ohise.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  is 
generally  conceded  that  this  House  has 
accepted  the  principle  of  the  extension 
of  the  tranohiBe.  In  fact,  the  persons 
who  are  really  responsible  for  the  non* 
adoption  of  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise in  l^e  present  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment are  the  G^oremment,  who  pre- 
sented a  measnre  so  impeifeot  that  it 
was  impossible  for  this  House  to  agree 
to  such  a  proposal.  It  is,  my  Lords, 
really  much  the  same  thing  as  a  gentle- 
man inviting  you  to  dinner  and  then  say- 
ing— "I  have  a  capital  haunch  of  venison 
and  some  excellent  joints ;  but  unfor- 
tunately my  (»>ok  is  away,  and  I  cannot 
get  them  prepared,  so  you  must  eat  them 
raw."  The  answer  to  that  would  be 
* '  No,  thank  you.  I  am  glad  you  have  an 
excellent  dinner  provided ;  but  I  must 
dedine  your  invitation  to  eat  it  raw." 
In  the  same  way  the  Government  give 
your  Lordships  an  excellent  dinner,  but 
ask  yon  to  eat  it  raw.  This  demonstra- 
tion, as  I  have  said,  was  to  have  had  a 
mat  effect  upon  this  House  by  inform- 
ing ns  of  the  opinion  of  the  countcy  on 
the  Bubjeot,  and  leading  ns  to  change 
onr  opinion,  and  how  to  that  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  subject.  My  Lords, 
I  have  been  a  long  time  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  I  have  seen  a  great  deal 
of  political  life,  extending  over  the 
whole  period  of  the  Reform  Question, 
and  I  should  just  like  to  remind  your 
Lordships  of  what  took  place  in  1832. 
The  question  then  was  a  very  different 
one.  Parliament  met  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  that  very  ques- 
tion. The  Bill  was  passed  by  large  ma- 
jorities, and  it  came  down  to  this  House 
perfect  and  complete  in  all  its  details, 
and  it  was  rejected  by  this  House.  The 
consequence  was  popular  feeling  was 
extremely  excited  on  this  subject,  and 
excited  to  a  degree  of  which  no  one 
who  has  not  witnessed  it  could  form  the 
smallest  idea.  Tonr  Lordships  all  re- 
collect what  took  place  at  Bristol,  Not- 
tii^ham,  and  other  plsces  where  there 
was  destructitm  of  property  and  life, 
and  altogether  there  was  a  feeling  in 
the  country  of  the  strongest  possible 
kind.  Well,  in  the  next  Session  the 
Bill  was  brought  in  again,  and  ulti- 
mately this  House  gave  way  to  the 
popular  feeling,  and  upon  that  Bill 
being  passed  a  Parliament  was  returned 
which  gave  only  about  150  Members  to 
the  Oonservattve  Party,  which  had  op- 
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posed  the  firanohise.  The  consequence 
was  that  the  whole  command  of  the 
other  House  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  of  the  day,  and  a  great 
demonstration  in  favour  of  Radioalina 
was  made,  the  effect  being  that  in  the 
course  of  another  year  some  of  Uie  lead- 
ing Members  seceded  from  the  Govern- 
ment. I  refer  to  the  late  Lord  Derby, 
the  late  Duke  of  Kichmond,  and  Sir 
James  Graham.  In  the  next  year  after 
that  the  King  became  a  little  alarmed 
at  the  way  things  were  going  on,  and 
he  exercised  the  powers  given  him  by 
the  Constitution  of  changing  his  Minis- 
ters, which  led  to  a  Dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  it  was  found  that  the  ma- 
jority was  materially  changed.  Imention 
this  to  show  what  was  the  effect  of  public 
opinion  at  that  time.  After  the  passing 
of  the  Reform  Bill  this  House  bad 
continued  carefully  to  watch  legisla- 
tion, and  made  frequent  changes  both 
by  the  Amendment  and  the  rejection 
01  measures;  and,  so  far  from  losing 
in  public  favour  in  oonsequenoe,  the 
Dissolution  proved  that  it  had  gained 
by  the  attitude  of  perfect  independence 
which  it  assumed.  Sir  Bobf^  Feel, 
however,  finding  that  the  power  which 
he  had  obtained  in  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  government  of  the  country, 
resigned.  Three  years  after,  the  death 
of  the  King  oaused  another  Dissolution, 
and  a  Parliament  was  returned,  in 
which  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  a  still  in- 
creasing majority  of  his  supporters; 
and  after  another  Dissolution  in  1841 
the  Government  was  turned  out  by  a 
majority  of  91  on  a  Vote  of  Want  of  Con- 
fidence on  the  Address  in  the  Commons. 
Now,  my  Lords,  that  only  shows  how 
completely  public  opinion  changes,  and 
how  little  this  House  has  to  fear,  if  M.iB 
independent,  and  carries  ont  ^  objeots 
in  a  definite  and  just  manner,  frinn  an 
assemblage  of  people  such  as  that  of  yes* 
terday.  D^end  upon  it,  my  Lords,  you 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  body  whidi 
assembled  in  London  yesterday.  I  believe 
they  were,  for  the  most  part,  a  respectable 
body,  and  that  when  they  come  to  con- 
sider the  matter  in  an  impartial  manner 
they  will  find  that  the  House  of  Lords 
has  done  perfectly  right  in  rejecting  an 
imperfect  Bill.  I  remember  that  in  1833 
the  cry  was  "The  Bill  and  the  whole 
Bill."  I  hope  that  when  we  next  meet 
Parliament  may  have  "  the  whole  Bill,'' 
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and  that  this  House  will  join  vith  the 
otber  in  conaidering  the  matter  in  a  fair 
^rit.  Now,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Autamn  Session.  I  have 
no  objection  to  it  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Government,  it  is  desirable  to  have 
one.  Extension  of  the  franchise  is  a 
sabject  which  requires  to  be  treated  in 
the  most  careful  way,  and  I  think  it  is 
poBsible  that  an  Autumn  Session  may  be 
useful  for  that  purpose,  in  order  to  in- 
sore  that  plenty  of  time  be  given  to  this 
question — namely,  the  question  of  the 
franchise,  coupled  with  redistribution. 
The  question  of  redistribution  cannot  be 
thought  of  until  you  have  a  measure  be- 
fore yon;  you  must  know  in  what  man- 
ner it  is  proposed  to  treat  the  question 
of  redistribution  before  you  ean  express 
a  de<»ded  opinion  upon  it.  It  is  most 
objectionable  to  separate  the  two  por- 
tions of  the  subject.  It  has  always  been 
the  practice  that  the  two  subjects  should 
he  treated  together ;  it  is  practically  the 
same,  and  all  you  hare  to  do  is  to  intro- 
dnce  the  Bill  in  two  parte.  Suppose 
Pu-ltament  meets  in  November,  or  when- 
ever it  may  please  the  €k>verQment  to 
call  it  together ;  the  Bill  would  be 
brought  in  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  first  portion  would  be  the  ez- 
tendon  of  the  franchise.  From  the 
manner  in  which  that  has  been  treated 
in  the  other  House,  and  from  the  really 
kindly  way  in  which  it  was  received  in 
this,  I  do  not  think  that  the  c(msidera- 
tioii  of  that  portion  of  the  Bill  would 
giTe  rise  to  any  very  lengthened  de- 
bate, but  would  be  settled  oef ore  Par- 
liament adjourned  for  Christmas.  After 
Christmas  the  House  would  meet  for  the 
conaideratioD  of  the  other  portion  of  the 
Bill.  That  will  just  allow  about  three 
months  both  for  the  oountry  and  for  the 
House  of  Commons  to  consider  the  ques- 
tum  of  redistribution;  and  I  think  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  that 
time  allowed  to  enable  them  to  come  to 
a  &iT  conclusion  connected  with  that 
most  important  subject  I  may  say 
that  I  expect  that  the  question  of  redis- 
tribution will  be  fairly  undertaken  by 
the  Goremment — ^I  shall  be  extremely 
disappointed  if  it  is  not,  and  that  suoh 
a  measure  will  be  proposed  as  may  be 
£sirly  considered  in  both  Houses  of  Far- 
liaraent  and  aooepted— «nd  in  that  way 
I  tUnk  the  measure  would  certainly  re- 
ceive the  ^pxoval  of  Parliament  before 
lilie  end  of  thft  Seanon,  I  beUere  thero 


is  not  one  noble  Lord  opposite,  who  is  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet,  who  is  not  fully 
sensible  of  the  extreme  importance  of 
this  question  of  redistribution — not 
merely  upon  the  next  Parliament  which 
may  be  returned,  but  upon  the  position 
of  the  country  hereafter,  and  on  the 
character  of  the  Gtovemment  who  pro- 
pose it.  I  trust,  also,  that  the  Members 
of  the  Government  in  the  other  House 
will  be  willing  to  give  the  same  oon- 
sideration  to  the  public  interest;  above 
all,  I  hope  and  believe  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Prime  Minister  will 
himself  be  most  desirous  that  whatever 
the  proposals  on  that  subject  may  be, 
they  may  be  a  character  that  will 
reflect  upon  his  Goremment,  and  upon 
his  political  career,  a  reputation  for 
judgment  and  success  in  doing  that 
which  will  be  for  the  interests  of  the 
oountry  at  lai^e,  and  for  his  own  cha- 
racter as  a  legislator.  I  think  it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  should  know  the  course 
the  Government  are  about  to  take  with 
regard  to  the  Autumn  Session  before 
Parliament  rises ;  and  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  satisfied  before 
they  have  an  Autumn  Session  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  intend  to  carry 
out  the  question  of  redistribution ;  and 
if,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  do  that  in  the  interval  before  the 
Autumn  Session,  they  should  postpone 
it  until  the  ordinary  time  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament.  It  is  most  desirable 
that  this  question  should  be  settled  in 
the  next  Session ;  and  I  trust  that 
noble  Lords  opposite  will  be  induced  to 
adopt  this  view,  and  to  take  oaro  that 
they  lay  their  proposals  before  Parlia- 
ment in  a  manner  which  is  likely  to 
meet  with  the  general  acceptance  of  all 

Eael  GEANVILLE  :  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down  speaks 
with  very  great  authority,  not  only  from 
the  Office  which  he  holds  in  this  House, 
hut  from  the  personal  qualities  be  pos- 
sesses in  the  estimation  of  your  Lord- 
ships. I  am  always  desirous  of  care- 
fully considering  anything  which  he  says 
which  at  all  affects  the  character  of  this 
House ;  and  I  am  bound  to  add  lhat  the 
remarks  he  has  just  made  have  been 
characterized  by  great  moderation. 
But,  my  Lords,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
his  speech  has  somewhat  disappointed 
me.  I  was  rather  in  hopes,  from  the 
Notice  he  gave,  he  was  ^ing  to  suggest 
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some  mode  of  edjuBtment  of  the  diflfer- 
enoes  vhich  exist  between  the  two 
Houses  which  has  not  occurred  to  either 
of  the  two  sides  of  the  House  up  to  this 
moment.  The  noble  Lord  made  a  be- 
coming allusion  to  the  character  of  that 
remarkable  demonstration  which  took 
place  in  the  Metropolis  yesterday.  I  be- 
lieve that  that  demonstration,  and  others 
which  are  likely  to  follow,  are  very  much 
owing  to  the  observations  of  the  noble 
MarquQss,  who  is  not  here  to-night,  that 
there  is  indifference  in  the  country  on 
this  question  of  the  Bepresentation  of 
the  People  Bill.  The  noble  Earl  went 
on  to  give  us  a  history  of  the  first  great 
Beform  BiU,  which  I  and  other  Mem- 
bers of  your  Lordships'  House  remem- 
ber»  and  which  all  of  us  have  read  about. 
I  doubt  whether  any  of  the  detuls  be 
mentioned  are  new  to  any  of  us,  and  I 
hardly  understand  the  drift  of  those  re- 
markis.  He  spoke  of  demonstrations, 
not  orderly  and  peaoeable,  as  that  of 
yesterday,  bnt  of  great  violence,  all  over 
the  country.  He  talked  of  the  oonces- 
aion  this  House  subsequently  made  to 
the  feeling  of  the  counttr,  and  then  he 
explained  to  you  very  clearly  that  the 
result  was  not  so  revolutionary  as  the 
opponents  of  the  Goveriuuent  of  :hat 
day  sincerely  believed  to  be  the  case. 
But  then  the  noble  Earl  goes  on  to 
suggest  that  we  should  give  up  at  once 
what  I  know  is  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  your  Lordships,  because  that 
very  question  has  been  discussed  twice 
and  voted  upon  twice  within  this  month, 
and  tiiat  we  should  go  against  what  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  enormous  majority  of  the  other 
House.  I  have  spoken  in  the  two  de- 
bates, and  I  do  not  think  that  I  am 
called  upon  on  this  occasion  —  and  I 
think  I  can  gather  from  the  disam»ear- 
ance  from  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
of  all  the  noble  Lords  who  usually  oc- 
cupy it  that  they  are  of  my  opinion — I 
do  not  think  that  I  am  c^ed  upon  to 
re-euter,  or  that  there  would  be  any 
great  advantage  in  recommencing,  a  de- 
bate on  exactly  the  same  subject.  The 
noble  Earl  speaks  of  redistribution,  and 
appeals  to  us  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
we  should  undertake  it.  I  assure  him 
that  he  is  not  mistaken  in  believing  that 
we  all  feel  that  a  great  responsibility 
lies  upon  us  in  regard  to  it ;  but  when 
he  makes  this  allusion  I  cannot  help  re- 
minding your  Lordships  that  Ur.  Glad- 


stone,  on  the  very  first  stage  of  the  Be- 
presentation of  the  People  Bill,  speaking 
then  for  himself,  gave  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  principles  which  ought  to 
govern  a  Bedistribution  BiU — a  Bill  of 
a  very  different  character  from  that 
which  has  sometimes  been  advocated  by 
the  Members  of  extreme  Parties  in  this 
country.  No  Member  of  the  Government 
objected  to  it,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain 
took  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  accordance  with  those  principles. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  heard  some  vague 
objections  to  what  may  be  done ;  but 
we  have  not  heard  one  word  as  to  Uie 
lines  on  which  redistribution  should  take 
place.  Therefore,  I  hope  that  the  noble 
Earl,  while  giving  us  advice,  which 
we  will  carefully  consider,  will,  at 
the  same  time,  weigh  that  advice  and 
give  it  to  his  own  political  friends,  in 
order  tiiat  we  maj  be  enlightened  a 
little  more  than  we  are  now  as  to  the 
character  of  the  redistribution  to  which 
they  look  forward.  The  noble  Earl 
stated  that  there  was  a  misunderstand- 
ing in  the  country  as  to  the  position  of 
this  House  and  the  Government.  Is  it 
really  a  misunderstanding  that  it  is  the 
House  of  Lords  and  not  the  Government 
who  have  delayed  this  BiU  ?  I  am  very 
much  afraid  that  there  is  not  much 
chance  of  the  country  in  general  thinking 
that  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Government 
and  not  of  your  Lordships'  House  when 
exercising  that  kindness  to  the  Bill 
which  has  been  so  nearly  fatal  to  it,  and 
has  been  practically  fatal  to  it  this  Ses- 
sion. I  trust  I  have  said  nothing  that 
will  lend  excitement  or  unnecessary 
vigour  to  the  agitetion  which  is  going 
on.  The  duty  of  the  Government  is,  I 
think,  very  clear,  and  I  cannot  depart 
from  it. 

Thb  Ddke  opABGTLL:  My  Lords, 
I  am  not  surprised  that  the  noble  Earl 
has  paid  the  compliment  which  he  has 
done  to  the  noble  Earl  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  for  the  able  and  conciliatory 
manner  in  which  he  has  spoken  to-night. 
I  came  down  to  this  House  to-night  with 
very  great  curiosity  j  because  the  noble 
Earl  proposed  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  Lo^hips  to  the  only  manner  in 
which  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
question  can  be  satisfactorily  setded. 
Now  I  have  a  much  less  ambitious  ob- 
ject in  view  in  the  few  words  I  wish  to 
address  to  your  Lordships  to-nigM. 
Bnt  I  think  that  it  is  not  4n  unfittin|* 
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occasion  to  point  out  to  both  sides  of  the 
Hoose  the  nearness  of  the  position  of 
the  two  Parties,  with  a  view  to  concilia- 
tory action.  In  the  fii^t  place,  I  ask 
myself  what  the  GoTernment  gained  as 
a  result  of  the  action  of  the  two  Houses. 
The  common  impression  seems  to  be 
that  the  Q-oTemment  hare  been  defeated 
in  the  main  object  of  their  policy.  I 
cannot  accept  that  view.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Qorernment  hare  gained 
their  main  object.  They  have  aecored 
from  thia  House  a  distinct  and  emphatic 
assent  to  the  principle  of  the  Franchise 
Bill.  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  at  all 
share  in  any  doubts,  hinted  at  or  ex- 
pressed, as  to  the  sincerity  of  my  noble 
Friends  opposite.  My  noble  Friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
referred  the  other  night  to  the  contrast 
between  the  earnestness  of  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  want  of  earnestness 
shown  on  the  other  side.  I  must  say  that 
there  are  very  few  who  can  rise  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  I 
must  point  out  to  the  House  that  in  the 
eminently  able  speech  in  which  the 
Franchise  Bill  was  introduced  in  this 
House  there  were  no  wUd  or  extrava- 
gant views  expressed  as  to  the  immense 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  this  great 
addition  to  the  franchise.  I  am  not 
quite  sure,  if  I  were  to  examine  closely 
the  interior  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
my  noble  Friends  on  the  Liberal 
Benches,  whether  I  should  'not  find 
simply  that  assent  and  consent  which 
men  of  business  give  in  important  mat- 
ters of  this  tind  to  a  great  movement 
for  the  public  benefit.  I  believe  that 
most  of  us  accept  it,  some  as  an  act  of 
justice,  but  more  as  an  act  of  obvious 
political  necessity.  It  was  pointed  out 
in  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  that  when 
Mr.  Disraeli  introduced  his  Bill  extend- 
ing the  franchise  to  all  rateable  house- 
holders in  the  boroughs  all  saw  that  it 
was  merely  a  question  of  time  before  its 
extension  to  the  counties.  I  myself 
have  always  said  that  the  population  of 
the  country  were  quite  as  fitted  for  the 
franchise  as  those  of  the  towns.  Well, 
this  great  principle  having  been  ad- 
mitted and  accepted  by  all  sides  of  this 
House,  I  say  that  the  Government  have 
gained  immensely  in  the  course  of  action 
which  they  have  taken.  They  must  not 
consider,  and  the  country  must  not  con- 
rider,  that  they  have  been  defeated  in 
^  measure  they  have  brought  forward. 


That  is  a  great  point ;  but  there'  is 
another  point  which,  in  my  opinion,  has 
not  been  sufficiently  looked  at.  I  think 
that  the  Government  have  not  only 
gained  in  that  particular  matter;  but  I 
think  that  they  have  gained  the  main 
object  which  Mr.  Gladstone  had  when 
he  separated  the  two  Bills.  I  think 
that  great  misunderstanding  has  pre* 
vailed  with  respect  to  the  language  of 
Mr. Gladstone.  Myrighthon.  Friendhas 
been  quoted  by  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  as  having,  in  his 
speech  in  Downing  Street,  admitted  that 
the  separation  of  the  two  Bills  was  a 
preconcerted  scheme,  as  if  it  were  a  trap 
for  the  Opposition.  If  you  will  look  at 
the  words  of  the  Prime  Minister  you 
will  find  that  that  is  by  no  means  a  just 
construction  to  put  upon  them.  In  his 
speech  in  Downing  Street  he  wished 
distinctly  that  all  Parties,  and  not  only 
the  Opposition,  should  be  placed  under 
pressure  to  accept  a  fair  Redistribution 
Bill  if  the  Franchise  Bill  passed.  The 
passage  which  was  considered  by  the 
noble  Marquess  as  a  trap  for  the 
Opposition  was  distinctly  and  candidly 
explained  in  the  speech  which  the  Prime 
Minister  made  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, a  corrected  r^rt  of  which  has 
been  publidied.  What  the  Prime 
Minister  said  was  aim^y  this— a  Be- 
distribution  Bill  is  a  Bill  which,  of 
necessity,  touches  personal  interests, 
while  the  Franchise  Bill  does  not 
necessarily  touch  the  personal  interests 
of  anybody.  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons there  are  those  who  represent 
small  boroughs  which  are  likely  to 
be  disfranchised ;  there  are  those  to 
whose  constituencies  other  boroughs  may 
bo  added  ;  and  others  who  may  be  af- 
fected by  any  Boundary  Bill  that  may 
be  introduced.  Mr.  Gladstone's  argu- 
ment is  that  BO  many  are  the  persons  on 
all  sides  of  the  House  whose  interests 
will,  of  necessity,  be  touched  1^  the 
BedUstribution  Bill,  that  nothing  can  be 
easier  than  for  the  various  sections  of 
the  House  to  combine  to  defeat  such  a 
Bill  unless  they  know  that  the  Franchise 
Bill  is  practically  passed.  That  is  an 
avowal  of  tactics  on  the  part  of  the 
Leader  of  a  great  Party.  But  it  refers 
not  only  to  the  professional  opposition, 
but  to  the  necessary  opposition  which 
must  arise  on  so  difficult  and  complicated 
a  measure.  It  appears  to  me  that  by 
the  action  <^  this  House  in  aoeeptiDKihe 
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Erinciple  of  the  Bill  the  OoTemment 
are  practically  gained  their  object  as 
reg^ards  redistribution.  What  is  the 
effect  ?  We  are  now  sittinj^  in  a  room 
with  the  doors  ajar,  and  2,000,000  of 
eager  faces  are  looking  into  the  Chamber 
for  admission.  Does  any  Member  of 
this  House  think  that  any  power  or  Party 
in  the  State  can  long  leave  that  door 
ajar?  No;  it  is  not  possible.  And  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  it?  Many  of  your 
Lordships  will  remember  a  celebrated 

Ehrase  of  Lord  Falmerston,  who  was 
imself  penonally  opposed  for  many 
yean  to  any  great  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise.  Somebody  was  arguing  that  it 
would  hare  a  very  small  result,  and 
that  the  same  class  of  men  would  come 
in  as  before.     "  Yes,"  said  Lord  Fal- 
merston, "  the  same  men  will  get  in, 
as  before;  bat  they  will  play  to  the  1<. 
gallery  instead  of  to  the  Dozes."  That 
was  a  somewhat  rude  and  rough  expres- 
sion; but  most  of  your  LordBhips  will 
recognize  the  truth  of  it.   Members  of 
Parliament  who  are  now  sitting  for  the 
present  constitueuctea  will,  undoubtedly, 
be  affected  by  the  admission  of  these 
2,000,000,  their  conduct,  their  language, 
and  their  votes  will  no  longer  be  the 
same  as  before.  Therefore,  the  pressure 
which  you  wish  to  put  on  Members  of 
the  House  of  Oommons  upon  all  sides 
towards  a  compromise  on  the  question 
of  redistribution  is  a  pressure  which  you 
have  already  secured.    That  is  a  consi- 
deration which  I  wish  to  point  out  to  my 
noble  Friends  on  the  Treasury  Bench. 
There  is  another  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House,  and 
all  the  more  because  it  was  touched  by 
my  noble  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and  that  is  the  language  which  Hr. 
Gladstone  held  in  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  redistribution.    And  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  myself  feel  strong 
confidence — although  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  convey  to  other  Members  of  the 
House  that  confidence — in  the  reason- 
able and  moderate  opinions  of  the  Prime 
Minister  on  this  particular  question.  I 
have  that  confidence  as  strongly  as  any 
man  may  feel  it  who  looks  mereW  at  the 
character  of  the  Franchise  Bill,  because 
it  is  eminently  moderate  and  conserva- 
tive as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  make  any 
Bill  conservative  which  makes  such  an 
enormous  addition  to  the  electoral  body. 
But  Mr.  Gladstone  has  gone  to  a  very 
great  extent  in  indioating  what  are  his 
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opinions  as  to  redtstribntion.  As  his 
speech  has  been  carefully  republished 
and  edited,  I  took  the  trouble  this  mom- 
ing  to  extract  from  it  the  propositions 
which  he  has  laid  down  in  regard  to  re- 
distribution. They  are  these  —  First, 
that  the  change  which  is  to  be  made  is 
to  be  inside  the  magnitude  of  the  great 
change  of  1832;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is 
to  be  large  in  order  to  secure  perma- 
nence and  stability.  The  aecond  is  that 
it  is  not  to  be  based  upon,  and  is  not  to 
include,  the  principle  of  electoral  dis- 
tricts. The  third  ia  that  there  is  to  be 
no  pure  population  scale.  I  cannot  suffi- 
ciently impress  on  the  House  the  im- 
mense significance  of  that  priniuide. 
The  element  of  popul^on  must  always, 
of  eourse,  be  of  importuioe ;  bat  what 
Mr.  Gladstone  laid  down  is  the  negative 

Svposidon,  that  as  to  the  basis  of  re- 
atribution  there  is  to  be  no  pure  popu- 
lation scale.   The  fourth  is  that  the  old 
Constitutional  distinction  between  town 
and  shire  is  to  be  retained.   The  fifth  ia 
that  individualities  are  to  be  respected. 
Here,  again,  is  a  principle  of  extensive 
significance.   And  I  beg  the  House  to 
observe  that  in  this  principle  of  redis- 
tribution you  are  acting  atriutly  on  the 
ancient  lines  of  the  British  Constitution, 
and  following  precedent.  Mr.  Gladstone 
says  individuaUties  are  to  be  respected 
— that  is  to  say,  where  a  town .  or  a 
borough  has  been  long  regarded  and 
represented  as  an  individuality  it  is  not 
to  be  dealt  with  loosely  on  a  mere  popu- 
lation scale.   The  aixtii  principle  which, 
he  laid  down  is  this— that  the  great 
cities  are  not  to  have  quite  so  high  a 
proportional  share  of  representation  as 
the  rural  dispersed  population.  Here, 
again,  we  have  a  prmoiple  that  is  emi- 
nently moderate  and  Conservative ;  and 
I  say  I  believe  that  there  is  no  Member 
of  this  House  who  might  set  himself  to 
devise  a  scheme  of  redistribution  who 
would  not  gladly  accept  that  principle 
as  one  which  ought  reasonably  to  guide 
us.    Then  Mr.  Gladstone  says — and  on 
this  there  may  be  considerable  difference 
of  opinion — that  in  your  redistribution 
the  total  number  of  the  Irish  Members 
is  not  to  be  disturbed — ia  not  necessarily 
to  be  disturbed;  but,  then,  that  was 
coupled  with  another  principle — namely, 
that  some  addition  might  be  made  to 
the  total  number  of  Members  of  the 
House,  of  Oommons  with  the  view  of 
oonsidaring  the  claim  of  SootLud  to 
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Bome  additional  repreeentation.  The 
\ast  proposition  was  that  the  small 
Woogha  must  be  the  places  from  wbioh 
the  new  seats  are  to  be  obtained.  You 
can  hardly  expect  the  Prime  Minister, 
vbo  has  not  actually  drawn  up  a  Bedis- 
tribatiou  Bill,  to  go  much  further  than 
he  has  done  iu  these  declarations  on  the 
subject;  and  I  would  point  out  to  noble 
Lords  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
also  on  the  Cross  Benches,  that  this  is  a 
basis  of  redistribution  as  regards  prin- 
ciple, on  which  I  believe  it  to  be  per- 
fectly possible  for  the  two  sides  of  the 
House  to  agree.  My  Lords,  I  will  only 
add  that  the  two  Houses  of  Farliamoit, 
liaving  agreed  in  respect  to  the  extension 
of  the  ^nchise,  and  naving  had  outlined 
to  them  a  plan  of  redistribution  which, 
at  leut  in  respect  to  principles,  will,  I 
am.  satisfied,  be  generally  accepted,  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  fulure  of  Gon- 
BtitntioDal  government — a  great  scandal 
to  the  Constitution  of  England — if  some 
scheme  could  not  be  devised  by  which 
this  great  reform  of  Parliament  may 
be  peaceably  accompHsbed. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  a  fear  had 
been  expressed  that  if  a  Bedistribution 
of  Seats  Bill  were  placed  before  Parlia- 
ment before  the  Franchise  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  Or  even  passed,  that  a  com- 
bination of  parties  interested  might  de- 
feat it  in  "  another  place;  "  but  in  the 
Reform  BiUs  of  1831-2,  drawn  by  Sir 
Thomas  Penman,  the  whole  of  the 
achemes  were  complete ;  and  one  Mem- 
ber (l£r.  Hawkins)  gave  up  hisezdusiTe 
interest  in  a  borough  and  his  seat,  for 
the  more  just  representation  of  the : 
people,  and  the  present  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  might  be  trusted  by 
frankness.  In  18d9  the  Franchise  Bill 
was  debated  separately,  and  an  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  a  relative  of  his 
own,  was  afraid  of  an  education  fran- 
chise, and  then  believed  that  "Jem  Fen- 
man,"  capable  of  forgery,  might  com- 
mand votes  by  voting  papers;  also  in 
one  debate  the  present  Premier  said 
notioe  might  be  given  for  the  payment 
of  rates  by  a  certain  day,  and  if  they 
were  unpaid  the  householders  should  be 
incapable  of  voting — ^from  bis  neglect, 
after  one  Government  had  been  beaten  on 
fi^orm,andanotherfonned.  Reform  was 
mMttoned  in  the  dneen's  Speech ;  but  it 
wasdn^ped,  on  whichhe  (LordDenman), 
on  the  litthof  Aogii8t,]^miaedtobring 
in  the  xqaoted  lUlognn  Bill,  if  not  re- 


vived by  the  Government,  la  1860.  how- 
ever, Reform  was  again  mentioned  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  a  Bill 
was  framed  containing  a  redistribution  of 
seats,  and  the  franchise  was  reduced  in 
counties  from  £50  to  £10  rental,  and  in 
boroughs  from  £10  rental  to  £6  rental; 
but  it  was  withdrawn  by  the  Mover 
of  the  Amendment  and  author  of 
the  new  Reform  Bill  ( Lord  John 
Russell),  in  consequence  of  the  large 
number  of  Amendments  and  the  late- 
ness of  the  Session.  Lord  Palmerston 
had  asked — "  Is  the  House  prepared  to 
say  there  shall  be  no  reform  iu  the 
representation  of  the  people  ?  It  is 
impossible."  In  1866  a  Bedistrlbutioa 
BiU  was  forced  on  the  Government^ 
who  were  <mly  iit  a  majority  of  6  (against 
Earl  OroBVenor's  Amendment);  and  the 
present  Premier,  in  his  (Lord  J)enman's) 
presence  and  hearing,  in  answer  to  Lord 
John  MannerB*8  quotation  from  Tenny- 
son's poems — 

"  A  laud  of  settled  gOTemment, 
A  land  of  just  and  old  renown, 
Where  Froedom  broadens  slowly  down 
From  precedent  to  precedent." 

said— "It  did  not  suit  the  noble  Lend 
to  go  on ;  he  ought  to  have  said — 

■And  stateameo  at  her  Coanoils  met, 
Who  knew  the  seasons  when  to  take 
Occasion  by  the  hand,  and  make 
The  botmds  of  Freedom  wider  yet. 
By  shaping  some  august  decree 
Which  kept  her  Throne  unshaken  still, 
Broad-bawd  upon  her  People's  will. 
And  compassed  by  th'  inviolate  sea.'  " 

That  appeared  in  Hantard,  June  4,  and  in 
Th«  TVmM,  June  5,  1866 ;  but  Uke  quota- 
tion was  from  a  poem,  "You  ask  Me 
why,  though  ill  at  ease,"  in  page  70 ; 
and  the  passage  required  to  follow  was  in 
the  episue  dedicatory  to  the  Queen.  As 
the  truth  only  appeared  in  ^anvird 
some  time  after  the  debates,  he  (Lord 
Denman)  expressed  his  belief  that  two 
Bills  dealing  with  the  subject  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform  might  be  brought  in 
early  in  the  Session,  six  months  from 
the  present  time,  and  that  then  all  parties 
woxUd  clearly  understand  what  was  best 
to  be  done  in  the  matter  by  reading  all 
the  debates  on  the  subject. 

ABMT— PAT,  PKOMOTION,  AND  NON- 
EFFECTIVE PAY— THE  BEVISED 
EOTAIi  WARRANT.— QUESTION. 

Ths  Eabl  ov  LONGFORD  asked  the 
Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  Vfvt, 
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When  the  revised  Boyal  Warrant  for 
TOiy,  promotion,  and  non-effective  pay  of 
uie  Anny  (which  has  effect  from  Ist 
April  1884)  will  be  issued  and  be 
aTfdlable     reference  ? 

Ths  Eabl  of  MOBLEY  said,  the 
Warrant  in  qneetion  wonld  be  printed 
and  circulated  early  next  month.  He  was 
afraid  it  oould  not  be  got  ready  before. 
Although  there  had  been  delay,  there 
had  been  practically  little  inconTenience 
caused.  The  Warrant  was  a  consoli- 
dating Warrant,  and  it  repealed  all  the 
Warrants  in  force  up  to  the  present  time. 

House  sdjoomed  at  Seven  oVIock, 
to  Thorsday  oext,  a  quarter 
past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
S^usdagj  22nd  July,  1884. 


MrtniTES.]— SbLBCT  COMIIITTBB— 

Harbour  Accommodation  [No.  290]. 
Supply — considered  in  (7oinjm'««— Civil  Sbe- 
TicB  EsTTMATBB— Class  II.— Salabibs  and 
ExpBHSBs  OP  CiriL  Dbpabtmbntb,  Votes  37 
to  39. 

Setolutiem  [July  21]  reported. 

Public  Bills— Or(fecerf—/Vr</  Ji«irfi«y— Mili- 
tary Pensions  and  Yeomanry  P^  [302]; 
Cholera,  &c.  Protection  •  [303] ;  ;CIiartered 
Companies  •  [304]. 

First  Seadinff-^aval  Enlistment*  [306]. 

Second  Eeadirtff—'EiucB.tion  KSoothuid)  Provi- 
Ronal  Order  •  [285]  ;  Public  Works  Loans  • 
[299]. 

Cbmmf^lM— Infants  [14]— b.p. 
Obmmittet— Report— ladi&u  Marine*  [291]. 
t^uidtrtd  at  amended— Third  Reading~-Tna\M 

(Scotland)  •  [279],  and  passed. 
Withdrawn  —  County  Courts   (Ireland)  («- 
eoHtm.)  *  [104-258]. 

QUESTIONS. 


CONTAGIOTTS  DISEASES  (AlflMALS)— 
SWINE  FEVER— CIRCLES  OP 
I80LATI0N. 
Me.  E.  H.  PAGET  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  If  he 
will  consider  the  propriety  of  granting 
to  local  authorities  the  power  to  create 
infected  circles  in  cases  of  swine  fever, 
immediately  after  the  outbreak,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  delay  which  would  be 
caused  in  making  separate  application 
to  the  Privy  Council  for  the  Betting  up 
of  an  infected  area  in  each  case  ? 


Mb.  DODSON  :  An  Order  in  CouncU 
is  in  preparation,  and  will  be  issued 
almost  immediately,  which  will  give 
effect  to  the  sug^estioa  of  my  hon. 
Friend. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOVRS  (IRK- 
LANI>}— AUGBRIS  PIER,  COUNTY 
8LIGO. 

Ma.  SEXTON  aeked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  with  regard  to  the  ereo- 
tion  of  a  pier  at  Augfaris,  county  Stigo, 
Whether,  as  appears  by  the  Schedule, 
at  page  28  of  the  current  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Irish  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works,  the  request  for  survey 
was  made  by  the  Fishery  Piers  Commis- 
sion on  the  4th  of  October  last,  and  the 
plan  and  spedficatiou  were  forwarded 
by  the  Board  to  the  Commission  on  the 
12th  of  February  last;  whether  the 
plan  and  specification  hare  been  re- 
turned to  the  Board,  and  how  long  they 
have  lain  in  the  hands  of  the  BoaM 
since  the  Commission  last  heard  of  them, 
and  what  department  is  responnble  for 
the  delay  of  nearly  half-a-year  since  the 
plan  and  specification  were  completed ; 
whether  new  boats  and  nets  purchased 
by  Aughris  fishermen  in  the  expectation 
of  the  prompt  ereciioii  of  the  pier  are 
being  serioxisly  damaged  by  want  of 
proper  accommodation ;  how  soon  the 
work  will  be  begun ;  whether  any  of  the 
39  piers  recommended  by  the  Fishery 
Piers  Commission  up  to  the  close  of  the 
year  ended  31st  of  March  last  have  yet 
been  put  in  course  of  construction  ;  and, 
if  not,  what  explanation  can  be  given  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  Since  the  Board 
of  Works  sent  the  plans  in  this  case  to 
the  Fisheries  Commission  on  February 
12,  there  have  been  at  least  three  re* 
ferences  from  the  latter  to  the  former 
suggesting  alterations ;  the  last  one,  re- 
ceived about  four  weeks  ago,  refers  to  a 
letter  which  never  reached  the  Board, 
and  suggests  a  new  dengn.  The  Board, 
of  Works  have  always  answered  the 
references  to  them  with  reasonable 
promptitude ;  and  the  delay  in  this  ease, 
which  I  join  with  the  hon.  Member  in 
regretting,  can  certainly  not  be  laid  to 
their  charge.  A  telegram  just  received 
states  that  the  plan  is  in  hand ;  but  the 
Board  have  not  yet  received  from  the 
Commission  the  limit  of  cost  to  be  sanc- 
tioned. With  regard  to  the  general 
Question  put  by  the  hon.  Member,  I 
hare  to  point  ont  to  him  that  <nily  two 
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c&ses  were  finally  settled  by  the  Fishe- 
ries Commission  before  March  31,  and 
both  of  these  are  now  under  constnic- 
tion.  They  are  Ballinagaul,  in  County 
WatOTford,  and  Inniscrone,  in.  County 
8Ugo. 

THE  fiOTAI*  TJNIVERSnrT  OF 

IRELAND. 

Mh.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Seore- 
taiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  Senate  of  the  Boyal  Uni- 
Tsndty  (Ireland)  allov  medical  men  who 
studied  in  Irelfuid,  and  were  qualified 
before  the  passing  of  the  Royal  Univer- 
rity  Act,  but  were  prevented  from  ob- 
taioing  University  degrees  owing  to  the 
state  of  things  which  the  Boyal  ITniver- 
sity  was  created  to  remove,  to  present 
themselves  on  condition  of  their  matri- 
culating for  the  final  M.B.  examina- 
tim;  andt  if  not,  whether  Bte[»  will 
be  taken  to  institute  this  measure  of 
reform  ?   

Ub.  TKEYELTAN  :  The  atatutee  of 
the  ITiuTersity  empower  the  Senate  to 
aet  as  suggested  in  the  case  of  ^ntle- 
men  who  have  passed  a  course  in  arts 
and  medicine  in  certain  institutions ; 
and  the  Senate  have,  in  several  cases, 
exercised  the  power  given  to  them,  and 
allowed  gentlemen  who  had  gone  through 
a  course  of  arts  in  the  CathoUo  Univer- 
sity, prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
"Royal  University,  to  obtain  the  degree 
in  medicine  upon  passing  the  matricula- 
tion and  degree  examinations  in  the 
Boyal  University.  The  Senate  have 
not  thought  it  right  to  grant  any  such 
privilege  to  medical  men  who  had  not 
pursued  arts  studies  in  some  University 
or  Cdlege,  or  other  cognate  institu- 
tion. 

ABRBABfl  OF  EENT  (IRELAND)  ACT— 
JAUES  FABRELL. 
ICb.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  J ames  Farrell,  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dian of  the  Hohill  Union,  a  tenant  of 
the  Earl  of  Granard,  obtained  the  bene- 
fit of  the  ArreaiB  Act  in  virtue  of  a 
joint  application  made  by  himself  and 
his  landlord ;  whether,  in  support  of  the 
application,  he  made  and  lodged  an 
affidavit  declaring  that  he  did  not  hold 
land  of  the  annual  v^ne  of  more  than 
£30;  whether,  at  the  time  of  making 
tiiis  affidavit,  he  held  two  farms  in  tbe 

TOL.  OOXOt.  [thibd  sekixb.] 


Mohin  Union,  fully  stocked  and  of  the 
annual  value  of  £58 ;  one  under  the 
Earl  of  Granard,  the  other  under  Mr. 
Webber,  of  Mitchelstown  Castle ;  and, 
what  action  the  Qx)vemment  propose 
to  take  consequent  on  this  state  of 
facts  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  :  Two  of  the 
Earl  of  Granard's  tenants,  each  named 
James  Farrell,  obtained  the  benefit  of 
the  Arrears  Act.  Their  applications 
were  supported  by  the  usual  affidavits. 
The  Land  Commissioners  were  not  pre- 
viously aware  that  either  of  them  pos- 
sessed another  holding ;  but  they  have 
made  inquiry,  and  have  been  informed 
that  it  is  a  fact  that  one  of  the  tenanto 
in  question  holds  a  farm  under  Mr. 
Webber,  and  that  the  valuation  of  both 
holdings,  taken  together,  is  in  excess  of 
£30.  In  these  circumstances,  they  will 
feel  it  their  duly  to  make  a  Beport  of 
the  case  for  the  consideration  of  the  Law 
Officers. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  DUB- 
LIN POST  OFFICE -SUBSTITUTION 
OP  GAS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  gas  engines  are  being 
substituted  for  steam  ragines  for  working 
the  pneumatic  system  in  the  Dublin 
Post  Office;  whether  the  condemned 
steam  engines  did  the  work  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Post  Office  authorities ; 
whether  the  Technical  Department  is 
opposed  to  the  alteration,  and  whether 
Mr.  Preece,  the  chief  electrician,  upon 
being  consulted,  reported  against  the 
change  ;  what  is  the  cause  assigned  by 
the  Board  of  Works  for  the  alteration ; 
were  any  experts  consulted  ;  and,  if  so, 
would  he  state  their  names;  what  is  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  work,  and  was  it 
regularly  advertised  or  given  away  by 
private  tender ;  and,  whether  the  con- 
demned engines  and  boilers  are  already 
sold ;  and,  if  so,  who  are  the  purchasers, 
and  what  is  the  price  ? 

Mb.  FAWOETT,  in  reply,  said,  that 
there  were  gas  engines  used  in  the  Pint 
Office,  as  additional  room  was  very  much 
wanted.  The  steam  engines  did  their 
work  very  well,  and  the  experiment  with 
the  gas  engines  would  be,  therefore,  to 
see  how  they  would  work.  Steam  engines 
were  still  being  used,  and  it  was  not  the 
case  that  they  had  been  sold,  as  supposed 
by  the  hon.  Member.         ^        , ' 
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THE  mSH  LAND  COUSnSSIOK  (SITB- 
00MlCZSSI0NE1lS)-SITTDrG 
AT  TUAM. 

ViBoouNT  ORICHTON  aeked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  it  is  the  fact  that  the  Sub- 
Oommissioners,  on  the  18th  June  last, 
ordered  the  police  to  clear  the  Court 
House  at  Tuam,  county  Galway,  in 
spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  secre- 
tary to  the  grand  jury,  who  waa  holding 
a  special  sessions  for  the  barony  of 
Clare,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  tenders 
for  eighteen  roads  that  were  out  of  con- 
tract, and  perfecting  bonds  for  those 
•who  vere  accepted  as  contractors ;  whe- 
ther it  is  the  fact  that  at  least  a  hundred 
road  contractors  who  attended  to  put  in 
tenders  had  to  go  home  without  having 
done  their  business,  and  were  conse- 
quently put  to  great  expense  and  incon- 
venience ;  whether  the  grand  jury  for 
the  county  Galway  pay  rent,  taxes,  and 
insurance  for  this  Court  House  and  a 
salary  to  the  Court  House  keeper ;  and, 
whether  the  Sub -Commissioners  had  any 
legal  right  to  take  such  a  course,  and  to 
disarrange  the  fiscal  business  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  county  ? 

CoLoiTEL  NOLAN  said,  he  would  like 
to  aak  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  whe- 
ther any  complaint  had  been  made  by 
the  ceaspayers,  or  whether  any  great  in- 
oonv^euce  had  been  experienced ;  and 
also  if  he  had  any  authentic  informa- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  contraotors 
ooDoemed  f 

Mb.  TKEVELTAN:  It  is  the  fact 
that  an  unfortunate  difference  occurred 
between  the  Presentment  Sessions  and 
the  Sub-ComroisBioners  Court  as  to  the 
occupation  of  the  Court  House  at  Tuam. 
This  matter  had  already  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  Government  before  the 
noble  Viscount  gave  Notice  of  his  Ques- 
tion, and  an  explanation  was  received 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners, from  which  it  appeared  that, 
although  the  Sub- Commissioners  did  de- 
cline to  yield  to  the  representations  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  they  ordered  the  Court 
to  be  cleared.  When  they  entered  the 
Court  House  the  Bench  was  unoccupied, 
and  they  believed  the  persons  present  to 
l>e  the  usual  aasemblage  at  their  Courts. 
The  persons  whom  they  ordered  to  move 
were  occupying  the  seats  uenaUy  occu- 
pied by  ptofessiottal  men,  and  tho  Com. 


miBsionera  thought  that  thOT  w&re  far- 
mers vho  had  cases  in  their  Court. 
The  Government  think  thai  the  use  ot 
the  county  Court  House  for  county  pur* 

poses  ought  not,  in  any  circumstances, 
to  be  interfered  with,  and  that  the  Sub- 
Commission  ought  not  to  have  continued 
to  occupy  the  Court  until  assured  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  ar- 
rangements could  be  made  for  the  trans- 
action of  the  county  business.  The  Go- 
vernment have  expressed  to  the  Land 
Commissioners  their  hope  that  steps  will 
be  taken  to  prevent  any  similar  mis- 
understanding oocurriug  in  future,  and 
they  trust  that  no  serious  derangement 
of  the  county  business  will  result  from 
the  present  occurrence.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  representation  from  the 
oesapayers,  such  as  was  referred  to  hy 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— THE 
REV.  J.  B.  FRITH. 

Mr.  SEXTON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  Eev.  John  Brien  Frith,  of  Ennis- 
killen,  against  whom  a  charge  of  having 
acted  partially  and  corruptly  in  his 
capacity  as  a  magistrate,  has  been  main- 
tained  by  tho  verdict  of  a  jury  at  Derry, 
and  whose  motion  for  a  new  trial  has 
been  refused  by  the  competent  tribunal, 
has  yet  been  superseded  from  further 
acting  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  This  ease,  I  un- 
derstand, is  still  tub  jttdietf  and  while  it 
is  so  no  action  can  be  taken  by  the  Gh>- 
vemment  in  respect  to  it.  If,  however, 
during  the  next  Sessions  no  steps  be 
taken  to  prosecute  the  appeal,  it  will  be 
properly  considered  whe&er  the  ease 
can  be  referred  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  accept  the  statement  in  the 
Question,  that  any  jury  has  ever  main- 
tained a  chaise  against  the  rev.  gentle- 
man that  he  has  acted  partially  and 
corruptly?  Was  not  the  verdict  upon 
the  plea  of  fair  comment  ?  I  have  made 
that  correction  before. 

Mb.  TBEVELTAN  :  The  finding  of 
a  jury  in  civil  cases  might  have  too 
much  weight  given  to  it  with  regard  to 
persons  against  whom  the  finding  is 
given.  The  Hev.  Mr.  Frith,  in  the 
whole  business,  is  open  to  possible  ex- 
ception in  other  respects  than  as  to  hia 
conduct  as  a  Jr^,,^^^ 


regard  to  which  I  ezprefls  no  opinion  at 
•U;  but  there  are  certfun  other  ele- 
ments in  the  business  to  which  I  hare 
IKranousIj  referred,  which  might  pos- 
sibly be  brought  before  the  notice  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  real  fact  of 
the  jury  having  found  as  they  did  in  a 
diil  case,  undoubtedly  by  no  means  is 
in  itself  sufficient  ground  for  referring 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mb-  GIBSON :  That  is  not  an  an- 
swer to  my  point.  I  put  a  precise  ques- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  is 
the  second  or  third  occasinu  I  have  put 
it.  Is  or  is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  was 
no  plea  of  justification,  and  only  a  plea 
of  fair  cominent,  and  it  was  upon  that 
plea  the  jury-  found  ? 

Ua.  TRK7ELYAN :  I  do  not  in  the 
least  aay  I  approve  of  the  wording  of 
the  question.  In  saying  Mr.  Frith's 
conduct  might  ultimately  hare  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Lord  Chanoellor,  I  do  not 
by  any  means  say  it  is  on  the  same 
eronnds  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
flunks  it  should  be  referred. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  who  has  a  knowledge  of  this 
case,  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
Captain  M'Teman  swore  that  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Frith  had  acted  corruptly  and  par- 
tially, and  that  his  conduct  was  a  pollu- 
tion of  the  justice  seat ;  and,  whether, 
upon  the  issues  raised,  the  jury  found 
for  the  defendant;  whether  it  is  not 
the  fact  that  the  time  allowed  by  law 
for  appeal  has  not  now  lapsed,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  to  reopen  the 
question  ? 

Toe  SOLIOITOB  GENEBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkes)  :  The  time 
has  not  passed  by  for  appeal.  The 
way  the  matter  stood  was  this.  The 
ittue  was  not  whether  Mr.  Frith  had 
acted  corruptly,  but  whether  a  public 
journalist,  on  the  information  before 
him,  was  justified  in  statements  which 
he  had  made.  Captain  M'Teroan,  in 
cross-examination,  did  state  that  Mr. 
Frith  acted  corruptly  and  partially. 
That  was  forced  from  him  on  cross- 
examination  ;  but  that  was  not  techni- 
cally the  issue  befure  the  junr. 

Ka.  GIBSON :  Was  it  4e  issue  at 
aU? 

Thk  SOLIOITOB  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkeb)  :  No. 

ViscouifT  OBIOHTON  :  Is  it  the  fact 
that  the  Judge  beflore  whom  the  case 


was  heardf  and  the  two  Judges  who 
heard  the  appeal,  expressed  themselres 
strongly  to  »e  effect  that  there  were  no 
grounds  for  the  charge  of  oormption 
and  partialitrP   

The  SOLICITOB  GENERAL  fob 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  :  I  heard  the 
Charge  of  the  Judge ;  but  I  cannot  con- 
firm what  the  noble  Tiscount  has  said 
regarding  the  appeal.  I  was  not  there, 
and  I  hare  not  read  it. 

Me.  GIBSON:  Oh;  everyone  has 
read  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  Is  it  a  fact  that  a 
Judge  wept  on  the  Bench  on  that  occa- 
sion? 

[No  reply.] 

LAW  AKD  JUSTICE  (niELANl))-CASE 
OF  JOHN  DONOGHUE,  A  LUNATIC. 
Ma.  HABBINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  young 
man  named  John  Donoghue  was  in  May 
last  committed  to  Mullingar  Gaol  on  a 
charge  of  murdering  his  father ;  whether 
the  vertlict  of  the  coroner's  jury  stated 
that  this  young  man  was  a  lunatic ; 
whether,  notwitlistanding,  the  governor 
of  the  gaol  allowed  him  to  exercise  and 
work  with  other  prisoners;  if  it  is  true 
thst,  while  so  engaged,  he  made  an  at- 
tack with  a  spade  upon  the  life  of  an- 
other prisoner,  named  Dillon,  and  in- 
flicted upon  him  injuries  so  severe  that 
he  was  confined  to  hospital  for  several 
weeks ;  has  the  Prisons  Board  taken 
any  action  to  ascertain  what  official  is 
responsible  for  allowing  a  dangerous 
lunatic,  committed  on  a  charge  of  mur- 
dering bis  father,  to  associate  freely  and 
without  restraint  with  other  prisoners ; 
and,  will  anj  compensation  be  given  to 
the  young  man  DUlon,  whose  health  was 
BO  seriously  impaired  by  this  neglect  of 
the  prison  officials  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  John  Donoghue 
was  committed  to  Mullingar  Prison  on 
the  '25th  of  April,  under  a  Coroner's 
warrant,  charged  with  the  murder  of 
his  father.  T^he  warrant  contained  no 
reference  to  the  prisoner's  being  insane, 
though  it  is  a  fact  that  the  verdict  of 
the  Coroner's  Jury  did  contain  such  a 
reference.  For  a  month  following  his 
committal,  the  prisoner  was  associated 
for  two  hours  daily  at  exercise  with  the 
other  prisoners  of  his  class,  and  always 
conducted  himself  quietly  up  ^'^'^^{b 
0  2  ^     .  o 
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of  May,  vhen  he  made  aa  attack  on 
the  prisoner  Billon.  The  Frieons  Board, 
at  the  time,  conveyed  to  the  Governor 
of  the  prison,  who  was  the  responsible 
official,  an  expression  of  their  disap- 
proval of  a  prisoner  vith  such  ante- 
cedents as  Bonoghue's  having  been 
placed  in  a  position  which  enabled  him 
to  commit  uie  assault.  No  permanent 
injury  was  inflicted  on  Dillon,  and  no 
question  of  compensaition  has  ever  been 
raised  or  considered. 

Mb.  KASSINGTON  ashed,  was  the 
young  man  Dillon  at  ^«sent  a  pri- 
soner ?   

Mb.  TBETELYAN  was  understood 
to  reply  in  the  affirmative. 

THB  BOABD  OFrWOBES,  ' (IKELAin))— 
CASE  OP  M'HUGH,  OF  BOLINTAFFY. 

Ms.  DEASY  ashed  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Ji  Patrick  M*Cue,  a  tenant 
farmer,  of  Ooolaght,  Olaremorris,  county 
Mayo,  made,  about  half-a-year  since, 
an  application  to  the  Board  of  Works 
for  a  loan ;  whether  his  landlord  is  Mr. 
John  P.  Ormsby ;  whether  the  landlord's 
son,  Mr.  Charles  C.  Ormsby.  is  the  In- 
spector for  the  Board  of  Works  in  the 
barony  in  which  his  father's  property  is 
situate ;  and,  whether  the'  Board  will 
transfer  Mr.  0.  0.  Ormsby  to  another 
district?   

Me.  COURTNEY:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber alludes  to  the  case  of  M'Hugh,  of 
Bolintafiy,  I  beg  to  inform  him  that  his 
loan  has  been  sanctioned,  and  an  issue 
can  be  made  when  M'Hugh  has  pro- 
duced his  rent  receipts  subsequent  to 
May,  1883.  The  Board  of  Works  do 
not  know  whether  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Charles  Ormsby,  is  son  to  Mr.  John 
Ormsby;  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  matters 
whether  he  is  so  or  not,  as  there  is  no 
conflict  between  the  interests  of  landlord 
and  tenant  in  these  cases. 

EOYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULART-PRO- 
MOTIONS— SUB-INSPECTOR  FRENCH. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Irelutd, 
Whether  any  facts  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  <n  the  Irish  (3ov«mment  re- 
eentij  sn<^  as  to  lead  them  to  deem  it 
advisable  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  oases  of  promotion  in  the  force  at 
the  instance  of  James  Ellis  French  since 
he  held  the  rank  of  Sub-Inspector  ? 

Mr.  Thwfyan 


Mb.  TEEVELYAN:  The  Inspector 
General  informs  me  that  no  facts  have 
come  to  his  knowledge  which  would 
render  it  advisable  to  institute  such  an. 
inquiry.  Very  strong  grounds  would 
be  required  to  justiiy  such  a  course. 
The  period  embraced  by  the  Question 
would  be  about  20  years. 

OVERHEAD  TELEGRAPHIC  'WTRES— 
LEaiSLATION. 

Sm  ALEXANDER  GOBDON  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Wheuer  Hot  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  next  year  introduce  a  BiU  to 
give  to  the  Local  Authorities  of  the  Me- 
tropolis and  other  towns  such  a  power 
of  inspection  and  control  over  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  overhead 
telegraphic  wires  as  will  tend  to  protect 
the  public  using  the  streets  from  the 
dangers  incident  to  such  aerial  fabrics  f 

Mb.  GEOKGE  EUSSELL:  The  Go- 
vernment cannot  at  present  give  any 
undertaking  as  to  Bills  to  be  introduced 
by  them  next  Session.  There  would 
probably  be  an  advantage  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  overhead  telegraphic 
wires,  and  the  question  whether  such  a 
Committee  shall  be  moved  for  next  Ses- 
sion will  be  considered. 

VACOIKATIOK  ACT,  1867— EVBSHAM 
BOARD  OF  aUABDIANS. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  asked,  Whether, 
legislation  or  discussion  being  impos- 
sible this  Session,  it  is  intended  to  take 
any  measures,  by  circular  to  guardians 
or  otherwise,  to  discourage  the  repetition 
of  prosecutions  and  the  infliction  of  cu- 
mulative penalties  uponparenta  declining 
to  submit  their  children  to  vaccination  ? 

Mb.  GEOBGE  EUSSELL:  The  letter 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875,  addressed  to  the  Evesham. 
Guardians,  sets  forth  the  considerations 
which  it  appears  to  us  should  be  weighed 
by  Boards  of  Guardians  in  determining- 
whether  or  not  they  should  take  further 
proceedings  in  any  particular  case  where 
a  penalty  has  iwready  been  imposed 
under  Section  31  of  the  Vaodnatimi 
Act.  1867.  That  letter  was  issued  as  a 
Parliamentary  Paper,  and  has  been 
widely  circulated.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  Boards  of  Guardians,  generally, 
are  aware  of  the  views  expressed  in  it ; 
and  we  do  not  propose  to  issue  any  oir- 
Gular  letter  as  suggested.^  , 
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NAVY— THE  DOCKYARDS— THE  VISIT- 
ING TIHBEB  mSFEOTOR. 

Ur.  FT7LEST0N  asked  the  Secretary 
.  to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  the  office  of 
Visiting  Timber  Inspector  is  vacant ; 
and,  if  bo,  hew  long  it  has  been  vacant, 
and  for  what  reason ;  whether  the 
amount  of  pay  attached  to  it  has  been 
regularly  appropriated ;  and,  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  fill  it  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL -BANNEEMAN: 
The  ofBce  has  been  for  some  time 
Ta<»nt,  pending  the  settlement  of  the 
reorganization  of  the  Constructive  De- 

Sartment  of  the  Admiralty.  As  now 
ecided,  the  office  will  not  be  filled  up. 
Baring  the  vacancy  the  amount  of  the 
pay  has  not  been  appropriated,  but 
merged  in  the  general  saving  on  the 
Vote. 

NAYT— TBS  D00EYARD8— COBOnS- 
SION  ON  DOCEYABD  WORK. 

Mh.  PULESTON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  on  Dockyard  Work 
has  been  presented ;  and,  when  it  will 
he  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Ma.  CAMPBELL- BANNERMAN; 
I  presume  my  hon.  Friend  refers  to  the 
Committee  recently  appointed  to  advise 
the  Admiralty  on  certain  matters  con- 
nected with  shipbuilding.  The  Beport 
of  that  Committee  has  not  yet  been  for- 
warded to  the  Board;  but  X  am  told 
that  it  will  be  finished  very  shortly. 

PFBIXC  HEALTH  —  IMPORTATION  OF 
BTJTTEBINE  AND  OLEOMARGARINE. 

Ma.  GUT  DAWNAT  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Whe- 
ther the  Betum  of  the  In^orts,  under 
the  bead  of  Butter,  in  Table  1 0,  Group  3, 
of  the  Agricultural  Beturns  for  Great 
Britain  for  1683,  includes  also  the  sub- 
stances termed  Butterine  and  Oleomar- 
garine ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the  dis- 
dosnres  contained  in  the  Copy  of  Corre- 
spondence lately  issued  by  the  Privy 
(^niudl  Office  in  Paper  No.  275,  steps 
iriU  he  taken  for  future  to  give 
•epante  Betoms  of  the  Imports  of 
Butter  and  of  the  spurious  and  often 
d^rterioos  and  poisonoos  compounds  of 
fat  and  acads  imported  into  this  Ooun- 
tiy  under  the  name  of  Butter,  to 
detarimmt  both  of  the  health  of  the  con- 
suming peculation  and  of  the  {nrosperity 
«f  thalioine  butter. trade  ? 
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Mtt.  DODSON,  in  reply,  said,  the 
Betum  to  which  the  hon.  Member  re- 
ferred included  spurious  butter  under  the 
head  of  butter.  Oleomargarine  was  not 
included  under  that  head,  being  classified 
by  the  Customs  Department  under  Uia 
head  of  animal  fat.  The  Customs  were 
now,  at  the  request  of  the  Treasury, 
endeavouring  to  secure  a  separate  classi- 
fication of  butterine  and  other  imita- 
tiona  of  butter,  and  they  hoped  to  be 
able  to  distingaish  ihem. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (METROPOLIS)— THE 
REFORM  DEMONSTRATION. 

Me.  gut  DAWNAT  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether  the 
iron  hurdles,  posts,  and  seats  in  Hyde 
Park  were  removed  by  his  orders  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  so-called  Reform 
Demonstration  on  Monday  the  21st; 
and,  if  so,  by  whom  the  expense  of 
such  removal  and  subsequent  restoration 
will  be  defrayed  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVBE :  The  posts 
in  question  were  removed  by  my  orders. 
It  was  represented  to  me  by  the  organ- 
izers  

Mr.  WABTON  :  Who  were  the  organ- 
izers ?   

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVBE  :  It  was  re- 
presented to  me  by  the  organizers  of 
the  demonstration  that  there  would  be 
serious  injury  and  damage  to  the  indi- 
viduals forming  the  procession  if  the 
posts  were  allowed  to  remain,  resulting 
from  the  crushing  of  so  large  a  body  <h 
people  through  the  posts.  Acting  npon 
that  representation,  I  gave  the  necessary 
order,  and  the  posts  were  removed  by 
the  ordinary  labourers  of  the  Park. 
There  wUl  be  no  expense  caused  to  the 
public.  I  may  add  that  many  other 
demands  were  made  upon  me  by  the 
organizers  of  the  demonstration,  such 
as  were  made  recently  in  the  case  of  the 
meeting  at  Edinburgh ;  but  I  declined 
to  admit  them,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  contrary  to  the  Begulati(ms  of  the 
Park. 

Me.  WABTON:  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  say 
who  were  the  organizers  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEE  :  Do  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
the  workmen  whose  time  is  paid  for  out 
of  the  Estimates  were  employed  in  this 
service  for  political  purposes  r 

[No  reply.] 

Digilized  by  VjOOQIC 


IJui,t22,  1884) 


43 


Law  and  jPoHm 


{ COMMONS] 


44 


Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON  aaked  the 
First  'CJommiasioner  of  Works,  Under 
what  head  in  the  Civil  Serrioe  Estimates 
the  expenses  came,  incurred  in  preparing 
Hyde  Park  for  the  reception  of  the 
mass  meeting  of  2 1  st  July,  and  repair- 
ing and  restoring  the  Park  in  a  proper 
condition  for  Her  Majesty's  peaceable 
subjects  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFBVUE :  I  think  I 
have  already  answered  that  question. 
There  will  be  no  Estimate  under  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  vote  money  for 
the  purposes  mentioned.  I  think  the 
House  will  be  glad  to  know  that  no 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  Park. 

Ms.  J.  LOWTHEK :  The  right  hon. 
G^entleman  has  not  answered  my  ques- 
tion whioh  I  asked  him  just  now.  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  caught  it,  owing  to 
the  rather  disorderly  cries  of  Members 
below  the  Gangway  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  ICriea  of  "Order!"  and 
"Withdraw!""! 

Me.  JESSE  C0LLING8 :  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  it  is  in  Order  for  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  describe  certain  Members 
of  Parliament  as  being  "  disorderly  ?" 

Mb  J.  LOWTHER:  Before  you  reply, 
Hr,  Speaker,  to  the  point  of  Order,  1 
wish  to  state  that  I  am  prepared  to 
name  the  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  who  did  make  a  disorderly 
cry. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  word  "dis- 
orderly "  is  relative.  I  think  the  right 
Hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  complain  of 
the  noise  which  may  have  prevented  bis 
being  heard.   

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER :  The  question 
whioh  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  whether  I  was  to  understand  his 
answer  as  meaning  that  the  workmen 
employed  by  his  Department,  which  is 
connected  with  the  Public  Service,  were 
engaged  for  these  special  purposes ;  and 
whether,  that  being  so,  they  were  not 
really  paid  for  out  of  the  Estimates? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  For  political 
purposes. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER:  Very  well- 
political  purposes ;  that  is  to  say,  they 
were  employed  in  work  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  told  us  he  was  reqtiested 
to  undertake  by  organizers  of  a  demon- 
stration which  has  been  avowedly  — 
rightly  or  wrongly — of  a  p<ditical  cha- 
racter. I  must  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  to  answer  the  question. 


Mb.  BBOADHCrsT:  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  that 
question,  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
whether  the  men  employed  in  removing 
the  hurdles  for  pubUc  convenience  yes- ' 
terday  are  the  same  men  who  are  em- 
ployed constantly  in  keeping  a  special 
track  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Park  for 
a  special  and  select  class  of  horse-riders  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  I  have  al- 
ready explained  that  I  ordered  the  work 
because  I  considered  it  to  be  necessary 
for  the  public  safety. 

Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON:  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether,  in  any  fiiture  de- 
monstration, the  First  Oommissioner  of 
Works  will  be  prepared  to  amage  the 
Park  for  political  m«;eting8  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  That  is  a 
hypothetical  question  which  I  really  can- 
not undertake  to  answer. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  police  guard- 
ing a  procession  on  Sunday  passing 
through  Onslow  Place  were  employe! 
on  special  duty,  and  by  whom  paid  ; 
and,  whether  he  approves  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  being  employed  for  the 
protection  of  mendicity? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  As  to 
this  a£fair  in  Onslow  Place,  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  me  further  informa- 
tion, I  will  make  inquiries.  All  I  know 
is  that  no  special  police  were  emptoyed» 
and  that  no  special  cost  was  incurred. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON :  That  only 
shows  the  ignorance  of  the  Secretaxy  of 
State  as  to  his  work.  I  wish  further  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, whether  the  refusal  of  a  superin- 
tendent of  police  to  enable  a  Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  cross  Pieoa- 
dilly  in  the  crowd,  before  any  passage 
of  the  procession  of  21st  July,  is  iu  ac- 
cordance with  the  pledge  givoi  by  Hot 
Majesty's  Government  ? 

Mb.  R.  N.  FOWLER  (Lobd  MatOb)  : 
Before  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman answers,  may  I  ask  him  whether 
it  was  by  his  orders  that  Members  of 
Parliament  were  prevented  from  passing 
through  the  Strand  on  their  way  to  the 
House  yesterday  ? 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  No, 
Sir,  certainly  not ;  mora  particularly,  I 
should  never  have  thoi^ht  of  stepping 
the  Lord  Mayor.  As  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cheshire 
(Mr.  I.  Egerton),  I         bare  some 
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Author  infoimation  on  that  matter  be- 
fbre  I  can  answer  it.  I  really  do  not 
know  who  the  person  was,  or  the  time 
or  tiie  place.  If  he  will  give  me  par- 
tieolars,  I  will  inquire  into  the  matter. 
I  have  received  an  amnsiug  letter  from 
a  gentleman  as  to  a  scene  of  that  kind ; 
bnt  I  will  not  read  it  to  the  House. 
With  reference  to  these  various  charges 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  police,  I  would 
suggest  to  hon.  Kembers  opposite  that, 
as  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  has  given  Notice  that 
he  intends  to  move  the  rejection  or  the 
radnetion  of  the  Tote  for  the  payment  of 
the  Ketropolitan  Police,  them  questions 
ahonld  be  nMrved  nntil  then.  Of  course, 
a  Motion  of  that  kind,  coming  iram. 
the  Front  Opposition  and  Oonservative 
Bench,  is  a  very  serious  matter;  and 
when  the  ConservatiTe  Opposition  pro- 
poses to  refuse  the  pay  of  the  Metro- 
ptriitan  Police,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  charges  against  the  police, 
and  to  maintain  that  they  deserve  the 
approbation,  and  not  the  censure  or 
poniahment,  of  this  House. 

Me.  J.  LOWTHEE:  Can  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  give  any 
indication  when  that  Vote  is  likely  to  be 
reached  ?  I  would  also  ask  whether  he 
miaunderstands  me  in  saying  that  I  pro- 
pose the  rejection  of  the  Tote  ? 

8a  WILLIAM  HABGOUBT:  No; 
the  reduction.  

Mb.  J.  LOWTRKB:  I  undertook,  in 
a  formula  well  known  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Tote  solely  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
myself  in  Order.  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  put  me  in  a 
position  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Home  Office  Tote,  that  would  really 
meet  my  views  much  better. 

Me.  TATTON  EGEETON:  I  will 
give  the  Home  Secretary,  categorically 
and  in  writing,  the  cases  mentioned  in 
my  two  Questions,  and  I  shall  expect  to 
get  a  catworical  answer. 

Me.  E.  N.  fowler  (Lobd  Matoe)  : 
Is  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man aware  that  a  Member  of  this  House 
vas  stopped  yesterdaj  in  the  S(raDd 
when  on  his  way  to  the  House  by  the 
poHee,  and  that  when  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  he  was  a  Membw  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  was  going  to  the  House  of 
Oommona,  the  answer  was — "I  do  not 
care  who  you  are ;  my  orders  are  to  stop 
tiw  Queen  if  aha  cornea  tikis  way  ?  " 
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Ma.  J.  LOWTHEE :  Will  it  suit  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  con- 
venience to  make  some  fixed  arran^- 
ment  for  taking  the  Metropolitan  Pohoe 
Tote  ?  As  the  Home  Secretary  appears 
to  consider  it  a  mattter  of  importance, 
as  no  doubt  it  is,  it  will  perhaps  be  for 
the  conrenienoe  of  the  House  that  some 
definite  arrangement  should  be  made. 
Will  he  take  it  at  the  beginning  of  • 
Sitting  ? 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOUET:  Cer- 
tainly, Sir ;  if  I  understand  that  this  ia 
an  organized  attack  on  the  Metropolitan 
Police  b^  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, I  will  take  very  care  that 
the  Tote  ia  not  decided  without  sufficient 
Notice.   

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE:  I  must  have 
some  explanation  of  this.  Does  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  still 
misunderstand  me,  and  say  that  I  mean 
to  attack  the  Metropolitan  Police  when 
I  have  more  than  once  disclaimed  it? 
My  attack  ia  really  on  the  Home  Seore- 
tary. 

FABLIAUENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE-BOTAL  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE 
BILL. 

Ma.  WHITLEY  asked  tiie  SecreUiy 
to  the  Treasury,  What  course  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  pursue  in  reference 
to  the  Boyal  Courts  of  Justice  Bill  ? 

Mb.  COtJBTNET,  in  reply,  aaid,  the 
matter  was  under  consideration,  and  he 
hoped  very  shortiy  to  be  able  to  infom 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  resnU. 

NAVY— COLLISION  BETWEEN  lEON- 
GLADS  IN  BANTRY  BAY. 

Me.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  I  wish  to  ask, 
Whether  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
can  give  any  information  as  to  the  alleged 
collision  between  two  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  o£F  the  coast  of  Ireland  ? 

Me.  CAMPBELL -BANNEEMAN: 
Information  has  reached  the  Admiralty 
of  the  circumstances  referred  to  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend ;  but  the  information 
does  not  extend  much  beyond  what  ap- 
pears in  the  newspapers.  The  ships  are 
proceeding  to  Plymouth,  where  an  in- 
vestigation by  court  martial  will  be  held 
into  the  cause  of  the  oolliaion. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
GENERAL  GORDON. 
LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUEIOE  : 
I  hftve  to  inform  the  House  that  Mr. 
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Kgerton,  in  an  important  telegrftni)  dated  | 
jeaterdaj,  etates  that  a  merchant  has 
arrived  at  Assouan,  60  days  from  Kor- 
dofan,  and  1 7  days  from  Dongola.  He 
reports  that  Gk)rdon  left  Khartoum  and 
got  as  far  as  Shendy,  but  had  to  return, 
as  there  was  not  enough  water.  Khar- 
toum had  been  surrounded  by  the 
Mahdi's  followers ;  but  they  had  been 
utterly  defeated  by  Gordon,  and  their 
leader  killed.  Letters  passed  regularly 
between  Gordon  and  the  Mahdi ;  and 
there  are  many  of  the  Mabdi's  people 
round  Khartoum,  but  his  inSuence  is  on 
the  wane.  Major  Ghermside  also  re- 
ports that  he  leums  from  bis  spies  that 
Ambs  are  muoh  afraid  of  Gordon,  who 
has  defeated  four  tribes  between  Khar- 
toum and  Berber. 

ORDERS  OF  TBS  DAT, 


SUPPLY-CIVIL  8EEVICE  ESTIMATES. 
ScmLT — eomidtred  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Oommittee.) 
Glass  n. — Salaiuss  and  Expenses  of 
OiTn.  Dbfabucehts. 

(1/)  £1,337,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 
Office,  Ireland. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  «  mm,  not  exceeding  £100,544,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majeetv,  to  complete  the  Bum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  of  March  188fi,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Oovenunent  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  rariona  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  asking  the  Committee  to 
agree  to  postpone  this  Vote,  because  it 
was  desirable,  in  the  public  interest, 
that  time  should  be  given  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  consider  and  for 
the  Government  to  announce  the  deci- 
sion they  arrived  at  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Elliott,  a  servant  of  the  Board.  Mr. 
Elliott  was  a  rato  collector  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  and  in 
that  oapaoity  he  held  office  under  the 
Iiocal  Government  Board.  The  greater 
part  of  a  year  had  passed  since  the 
auditor  of  the  Local  Government  Boud. 
in  Dublin  disoovered  tiliat,  in  his  capa- 
city as  rate  collector  for  the  Blackrock 
Oommiasioneza,  Mr.  EUiotthad  misappro- 


priated  moneys  to  Uie  amount  d  be- 
tween £2,000  and  £3,000.  Of  course, 
if  the  ratepayers  of  Blackrock  and  the 
Gommissioners  were  willing  that  their 
money  should  be  misapplied,  he  would 
not  ask  the  Committee  to  interfere ;  but 
what  he  did  ask  was,  that  the  official 
who  had  committed  this  misappropria- 
tion of  public  money  should  be  dis- 
missed from  the  service  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  and  deprived  of  hia 
position  of  rate  collector.  It  appeared 
that  the  misappropriations  had  extended 
over  a  series  of  years,  and  for  some 
months  the  Commissioners  bad  been 
holding  private  inquiries,  and  had  been 
endeavouring  to  realize  tiie  assets  of 
Mr.  Elliott,  in  order  to  make  good  tha 
defioiency  of  public  money  wlueh  had 
been  discovered.  The  Lord  Lieutraant 
had  asked  the  Commissioners  whether 
their  attempt  to  realize  Mr.  Elliott's 
assets  had  been  rendered  necessary  by 
any  misappropriation  or  malversation  of 
money  on  his  part  ?  Up  to  the  present 
moment  the  Commissioners  had  not  re- 
turned an  answer.  They  were  con- 
tinuing their  private  inquiries.  Neither 
Earl  Spencer,  as  Viceroy,  nor  himself, 
as  a  Bepresentative  of  the  public,  ask- 
ing for  information,  in  that  House,  had 
been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  ex- 
planation :^m  the  G<»umisnonws.  It 
was  not  necessary,  for  a  moment,  to 
pmnt  out  how  desirable  it  was  that  the 
purity  of  the  Public  Service  should  be 
maintained  in  Ireland,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  character  of  officials  in- 
trusted with  the  ooUection  of  public 
money ;  and  the  Fresidrat  of  Uie  Local 
Government  Board  had  himseJf  ad* 
mitted  that  if  an  officer  was  untrust- 
worthy in  one  capacity,  it  must  bo 
assumed  that  he  would  be  dishonest  and 
untrustworthy  in  all.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary, when  the  matter  was  mentioned 
the  other  day,  named  the  23rd  instant 
as  the  day  upon  which  he  would  explain 
the  course  the  Local  Government  Board 
proposed  to  take  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Elliott.  They  had  now  reached  the 
22nd,  and  he  ^ould  like  to  hear  if  the 
material  for  enabling  the  Government 
to  arrive  at  a  decision  had  yet  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and, 
if  not,  how  soon  such  material  might 
be  expected  7  As  the  question  was  one 
of  principle,  affecting  the  whole  oha- 
lactor  of  the  Public  Service,  and  tiia 
nature.of  the  terms  upon  whicih  traste4 
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officials  wonld  be  allowed  to  oon- 
tinne  to  bold  their  offices,  it  would 
be  for  the  conrenience  of  the  House  and 
of  the  Department  if  the  Vote  were 
postponed  until  the  decision  of  the  Go- 
Temment  was  announced.  If  the  deci- 
non  of  the  Local  GoTermnent  Board 
dumld  be  such  as  they  had  a  right  to 
expect,  diMusBion  on  the  Tote  would  be 
greatly  shortened ;  but  ii,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  were  nnfaTonrable,  or  unjust, 
it  voold  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  into 
the  case  of  Mr.  Elliott  at  length,  and 
with  a  particularity  <Kf  detail  which  he 
would  otherwise  desire  to  spare  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  TREVELTAN  said,  they  would 
all  cordially  agree  with  nearly  all  the 
hon.  Member  had  said,  except  that  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  investigations 
he  was  nawilling  to  declare  oonfideutly 
that  Mr.  Elliott  had  misappropriated  the 
public  money.  He  thoroughly  agreed 
with  and  approved  of  the  canon  the 
hon.  Member  had  laid  down — although 
there  were  not  many  occasions  on  which 
he  did  agree  with  him — thatwhere  apub- 
lic  servant  had  proved  himself  to  be  un- 
trustworthy in  matters  connected  with 
Publio  Bosiness,  he  should  not  be  con- 
tinned  in  the  Public  Service.  He  could 
hardly  accede  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  to  postpone  this  Vote  m  order 
that  they  might  await  the  re^Jy  of  the 
Bldckrock  Town  Oommissioners,  for  this 
reason — that  the  hon.  Member  and  he 
were  perfectly  at  one  upon  the  action 
which  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
Local  (Government  Board  to  take,  if  that 
reply  was  unfavonrablo  to  Mr.  Elliott. 
The  long  and  the  short  of  it  was  this — it 
i^ipeared  to  him  a  very  simple  case, 
either  that  Mr.  Elliott  had  misappro- 
priated the  public  money,  or  he  had  not. 
Defalcations  of  this  nature  were  very 
simple  to  ascertain.  If  he  had,  he  would 
not  be  continned  in  office  by  the  Local 
Govomment  Board — if  he  had  not,  of 
course  they  should  take  no  notice  of  his 
conduct.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  had  no  reason  to  doubt, 
from  his  (lb.  Trerelyan's)  previous 
actum  in  matters  to  which  he  and  his 
Friends  had  called  attention,  that  if  a 
duu^  of  malversation  or  fraud  was 
proved  against  a  public  servant,  how- 
ever slight  the  sum  of  money  concerned, 
he  had  invariably  acted  with  rigour. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Byrne  was  as  strong  a 
Mse  M  oonld  possibly  be  brought  for- 


ward. Mr.  Byrne  had,  by  gross  irregn- 
larities,  to  say  the  least,  put  into  his 
pocket  the  sum  of  a  few  shillings,  and, 
m  consequence  of  having  done  that  in 
his  private  capacity,  he  was  deprived  of 
a  position  which  brought  him  in  £1,300 
a-year  of  the  publio  money.  Painful  as 
his  (Mr.  Trevelyan's)  duty  was  in  the 
matter,  he  felt  that  his  course  was  per- 
fectly clear.  On  that  principle  he  had 
acted  then,  and  on  that  principle  he 
should  act  now.  Undoubtedly,  if  ne  did 
not  fulfil  his  intentions  in  this  particular, 
the  hon.  Member  would  have  a  right  to 
complain,  and  to  call  him  to  task.  He 
thought  the  Blackrock  Oommissioners 
had  not  shown  a  proper  sense  of  the 
gravity  of  the  position.  If  their  ordi- 
nary meetings  were  not  sufficiently 
frequent  to  enable  them  to  consider 
this  matter  promptly,  they  ought  to 
have  met  specially  to  consider  it.  He 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  on 
the  23rd  instant  the  Government  would 
hare  the  Commissioners'  final  answer. 
If  they  did  not  get  a  final  answer,  he 
should  certainly  he  prepared  to  take 
extraordinary  means,  because  the  cir- 
cumstances were  extraordinary.  He 
hoped,  after  tiiat  statement,  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  allow  the  Tote  to  proceed. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'OONNOE  pointed  out 
the  importance  and  seriottsne»  of  the 
case.  The  short  sketch  which  had  been 
given  of  it  by  his  hon.  Friend  had  been 
practically  corroborated  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  Of  course,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  admit  the  actual 
charge — that  a  public  officer,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  been  guilty  of  mis- 
appropriating large  sums  of  money,  was 
at  present  retained  in  his  position.  The 
facts  more  than  suggested  the  idea  that 
someone  connected  with  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  who  had  supervision 
over  this  gentleman,  had  not  performed 
his  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
Mr.  Elliott  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
which  he  had  been  accused.  Upon  the 
actual  facts  of  the  case,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  hon.  Friend  were 
agreed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
the  Blackrock  Commissioners  were  act- 
ing in  a  sluggish  way,  and  he  (Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Oonnor)  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  agree  with  him  that 
their  action  in  the  matter  ought  to  be 
stimulated.  He  had  not  the  smallest 
doubt  as  to  what  the  intentions  and 
inclinations  of  the  right  hon.  <jt0ntlemaii 

Digilized  by  VjQO^lC 


tt  Svppl^Cwil  I  COMMONS  I         Bmne*  EttimaUi.  5ft 


-vwe  in  regard  to  it  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  always  distinguished 
himself  by  the  rigidity  of  his  jadgments 
upon  improper  conduct  such  as  this,  and 
in  all  offences  against  the  public  mo- 
rality by  officers  in  the  Public  Service ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  being 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  asked  the  Committee  to  pass  the 
Vote  for  that  Department  before  he  had 
declared  his  ultimate  decision  upon  a 
most  important  question  of  policy.  That 
demand  was  most  unreasonable,  and  it 
was  made  more  unreasonable  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  reiterating  the 
statement  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to 
announce  his  decision  on  the  23rd. 

Ma.  TEEVELTAN :  No,  no. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  That  is  what 
I  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say.   

MK.TEEVELYAN:  The  Boatd  have 
called  a  meeting  for  the  23rd.  X  suppose 
we  shall  get  their  answer  on  tlie  24th. 
Suppose  they  give  very  clear  proof 
that  there  was  no  suspicion  of  defal- 
cation, or,  on  the  other  hand,  suppose 
they  thoroughly  admit  that  there  was 
malrersation,  in  that  case  the  matter 
might  be  settled  in  two  or  three  days ; 
but  suppose  there  are  still  delays  and 
doubts,  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  then  be  entitled  to  take  action 
of  their  own.  The  probable  action  we 
should  take  would  be  to  call  upon  Mr. 
Elliott  for  an  explanation. 

Me.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said,  the  im- 
pression in  Ireland  was  that  the  Black- 
look  Commissioners  were  determined 
to  keep  Mr.  Elliott  in  his  office,  at  all 
risks  and  at  all  hazards,  by  every  pos- 
sible means  in  their  power.  He  thought 
the  Committee  ought  to  insist  on  re- 
taining its  control  over  the  matter,  by 
postponing  the  Vote  until  it  had  been 
decided.  That  was  the  single  point 
between  his  hon.  Friend  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  there  ought  not  to 
be  two  opinions  about  it,  for  his  hon. 
Friend  had  proved  to  the  hilt  that  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  retain  this 
power.  The  only  objection  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was,  that  there  were 
well-known  principles  which  guided  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  such  cases,  and  the  Committee  would 
be  justified  in  assuming  that  the  course 
the  Board  finally  took  would  be  the 
proper  one.  No  one  had  a  higher 
ojunion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

Mr,  T,  P.  O'Ootmor 


than  he  had ;  but,  under  the  oircam- 
atances,  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would 
press  his  objection  to  a  Dividion. 

Mb.  MOOBE  said,  he  desired  to 
make  a  few  remarks  npon  the  Tote 
generally.  There  was  no  doubt  an 
opiDion,  gathering  in  all  quarters  and 
increasing  in  volume  and  size  every 
day,  that  there  must  be  some  radical 
chauge  in  the  administration  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Law.  He,  for  one,  was  in- 
clined to  attribute  the  existing  unde- 
sirable state  of  things  very  mutSi  to  ihe 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  always  displayed  a  narrow-minded 
spirit  in  administering  this  Vote,  and  he 
was  satisfied  that  the  present  vorkhooso 
system  worked  most  unsatisfactorily  in 
the  case  of  the  really  deserving  poor. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  expmsed  a 
hope  that  the  hon.  (Gentleman  would 
postpone  his  remarks  upon  the  general 
question  until  the  Committee  had  dis- 
posed of  the  case  of  Mr.  Elliott. 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  he  had  no  objection 
to  do  so  ;  but  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  that  he  could  refer  t?  the 
defects  of  the  present  Poor  Law  ad- 
ministration in  ^eland  before  the  Tote 
was  disposed  of. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  wished  to  point  out 
that  no  Motion  for  the  postponement  of 
the  Vote  could  be  made.  When  the 
Vote  had  oooe  been  put  from  the  Chair, 
there  were  no  means  of  proceeding  in 
the  way  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton).  What  the  hon. 
Member  woidd  have  to  do  would  be  to 
induoe  the  Govemment  to  withdraw  tiie 
Vote.  As  he  understood  the  issue  be- 
tween the  hon.  Member  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  it 
was  that  the  House  of  Commons  should 
not  lose  its  control  over  the  Vote  until 
it  was  assiired  what  action  the  Depart- 
ment intended  to  take.  But  what  was 
at  present  in  doubt  was  not  the  action  of 
the  Department.  That  had  already  been 
fully  explained  by  the  Head  of  the  De- 
partment ;  but  what  was  in  doubt  was 
the  action  which  might  be  taken  by  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners.  If  the  Vote 
were  deferred,  it  would  only  be  because 
there  was  some  uncertainty  in  that  re- 
spect. He  thought  the  statement  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  on  the  part  of  the 
Local  GovorDinent  Board  was  perfectly 
plain  and  clear,  and  the  course  now  sug- 
gested to  be  taken  was  not  only  inoon- 
venient,  but  displayed  a  oertain  amount 
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•of  distrnrt  in  the  toM  JUm  of  the  Head 
of  the  Department.  It  vas  practioally 
contended  that  die  Vote  ought  to  be 
withdrawn  until  that  diatmst  was  re- 
moTed  ;  but  he  failed  to  see  why  any 
distrust  whatever  should  be  felt. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  had 
not  expressed  any  distrust  of  the  Chief 
Secretary.  What  he  had  said  was,  that 
he  had  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man entertained  proper  ideas  of  his  duty 
in  the  matter^  and  would  be  prepared  to 
deal  with  it  rigorously ;  but  he  had  pro- 
nounced no  opinion  as  to  the  steps 
whit^  ought  to  be  taken  with  regard  to 
eomp^ing  the  Blackrock  Commissioners 
to  come  to  an  early  decision  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  alleged  deialoations,  and  that 
in  that  reepeot  he  had  displayed  a  want 
of  energy.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
had  neither  direcUy  stated  nor  hinted 
that  he  was  prepared  to  act  with  such 
energy  as  to  compel  the  Blackrook  Oom- 
mursloners  to  come  to  a  decision  at  once. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  explana- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  to  the 
effect  that  be  was  perfectly  eatisBed 
with  the  bond  fide  intentions  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  dealing  with  the  case  on  its 
merits;  but,  of  course,  the  steps  to  be 
taken  must  depend  upon  the  action  of 
the  Blackrock  Commissioners.  If  they 
reported  against  Mr.  Elliott,  of  course 
he  would  be  removed  from  the  Public 
Serrice.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had 
distinctly  sssored  the  Committee  that 
unless  all  suspioion  of  defalcation  was 
nmored  fnnn  this  public  officer,  he 
wmld  at  once  be  informed  that  his  ser- 
vieea  would  not  be  retained.  Aftrar  a 
declaration  of  that  kind,  and  having  in- 
formed the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  what  would  be  the  action  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  he  trusted 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Vote  would  not 
be  persisted  in. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  was  obliged 
for  the  explanation  the  Secretary  to  the 
Trearary  had  given  on  the  point  of 
Order — namely,  that  the  postponement 
of  the  Vote  could  not  be  moved.  It 
was,  however,  all  the  same  to  him  (Mr. 
Sexton)  if  it  were  decided  that  th^  Vote 
itself  should  not  be  passed  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  He  thought  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  somewhat 
■pecioos  one.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
■aid  the  Local  Gtovemment  Board  were 
Mwunitted  to  the  principle  on  which 


the^  would  act,  and  that  nothing  re- 
mained but  to  ascertain  the  facts  to 
which  that  principle  was  to  be  applied. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  thought  there  was 
something  more  than  that  to  be  con* 
sidered.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  "defalcation"  and  *' fraud;" 
but  he  (Mr,  Sexton)  did  not  feel  quite 
sure  that  he  and  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  attach  to  the  word  "  defalcation" 
the  same  meaning.  If  Mr.  Elliott,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  had  collected 
moneys  from  the  Blackrock  ratepayers 
and  had  given  receipts  for  them,  and 
instead  of  lodging  such  sums  to  the 
credit  of  the  township  in  the  bank  he 
had  pot  them  in  his  own  pocket,  and 
used  them  for  his  own  purposes,  even  if 
he  had  not  foi^^ed  or  fiEUsified  auy  entry 
or  receipt,  if  he  retained  in  hia  own  pos- 
session the  moneys  of  the  township  and 
appropriated  them  to  his  own  use,  and 
was  unable  to  make  them  good  when 
called  upon,  he  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
hon.  Members,  be  guilty  of  defalcation. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary so  understood  defalcation.  What 
was  ^6  course  which  the  Blackrock 
Commissioners  bad  taken  ?  They  had 
made  themselves  partizans.  They  had 
referred  the  case  to  a  Committee  who 
were  carrying  on  a  private  investigation. 
They  had  converted  themselves  into  a 
Committee  of  Liquidators  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Elliott,  which  they  certainly  ought 
not  to  have  done ;  they  had  taken  over 
hk  stocks  and  shares  and  houses,  and 
they  were  now  engaged  in  a  rain  and 
futile  attempt  to  realize  the  amount  of 
Ida  defalcations.  There  was,  therefore, 
no  reason  for  postponing  a  decision  on 
the  case.  Indeed,  it  ought  to  have  been 
given  long  ago.  The  public  proceedings 
of  the  Commiesioners  already  revealed 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Elliott  owed  them 
£2,600,  and  that  they  had  only  been 
able  to  realize  from  his  assets  £1,300. 
That  was  the  broad  and  glaring  fact — 
that  after  all  Mr.  Elliott's  assets  were 
realized,  £1,300  still  remained  due  to 
the  Commissioners.  What  more  was 
there  necessary  to  prove  defalcation? 
Was  not  the  fact  abundantly  proved  ? 
What  was  the  meaning  of  this  delay 
and  this  shilly-shallying  on  the  part  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  ?  The 
Local  GK)vemment  Board  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  were  the  only  parties  who 
remained  uneonvinoed.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  allowed  half- a-y ear  to  go  by 
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without  action,  and  the  Blackrook  Oom- 
missioners  for  weeks  and  weeks  had 
withheld  a  reply  to  the  question  of  the 
Local  Oovernment  Board  whether  there 
hAd  been  defalcations  or  not.  He,  there- 
fore, felt  no  confidence  that  the  authori- 
ties had  the  power,  even  if  they  had  the 
will,  to  drag  a  tmthfal  answer  from 
them ;  and  he  oertainWhadno  confidence 
as  to  what  the  result  would  be  if  the 
House  of  Oommons  gave  up  their  con- 
trol over  this  Vote.  This  was  the 
only  Constitutional  oooasion  for  raising 
the  grievance,  and  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  refused  to  answer  the  direct 
question  put  to  hink,  he  (l£r.  Sexton) 
felt  that  he  had  no  alternative  but  to 
resist  the  Vote.    If  he  sacrificed  the 

§ resent  opportuni^,  however  shameful 
le  ultimate  decision  in  regard  to  l&x. 
Elliott  might  be,  he  would  have  sur- 
rendered ioT  12  months  the  right  of 
raising  the  question.  As  thej  were,  in 
a  few  days,  to  have  the  answer  of  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners,  no  practical 
inconvenience  would  restUt  from  defer- 
ring the  Vote. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  that,  after 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  Vote. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  a  colour 
to  the  transaction  which  compelled  him 
to  take  issue  with  him  reguding  the 
action  of  the  Irish  Executive.  In  the 
first  instuicQ,  the  hon.  Member  put  a 
Question  upon  the  Paper  containing 
several  important  allegations.  The 
Lrish  Executive  referred  it  to  the  Black- 
rook  Oommissioners,  stating  they  were 
aware  they  oould  not  call  upon  them 
officially  for  an  answer,  but  that  as  it 
concerned  the  honour  of  one  of  their 
officers  they  ought  to  reply.  The  Com- 
missioners sent  a  letter  answering  the 
questions  categorically,  and  in  the 
course  of  their  letter  it  was  stated  tbat 
they  had  been  endeavouring  to  realize 
the  assets  of  Mr.  Elliot.  That  was  the 
first  intimation  which  the  Irish  Execu- 
tive had  implying  that  Mr.  EUiot  had 
been  guilty  of  defalcation.  The  Com- 
missioners then  wished  the  0«vernment 
to  wait  for  the  Beport  of  a  Committee 
which  was  then  sitting ;  but  as  the  Be- 

{>ort  of  this  Committee  did  not  appear 
ikely  to  be  forthcoming,  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  better  to  call  attention 
to  thia  statement  about  the  realization 
of  the  aaaets,  and  to  ask  what  was  the 
meaaing  of  it,  and  wliat  had  been  the 

Mr.  BtxUm 


conduct  of  Mr.  Elliot,  in  regard  to  pub- 
lie  money,  that  it  should  reqoire  th.e 
Commissioners  to  realize  his  assets  f 
That  letter  was  now  before  the  Black- 
rock  Commissioners,  and  was  the  lettw 
to  which  the  Government  now  awaited 
reply.  They  had  decided  that,  if  a 
proper  answer  did  not  come,  they  would 
act  on  the  information  they  had  already 
received,  and  call  upon  Mr.  Elliot  to 
explain.  He  did  not  understand  how 
the  Government  could  have  acted  in  & 
more  rapid  manner.  Unquestionably, 
in  doing  what  they  had  done  they  had 
broken  through  the  usual  rules  which 
guided  the  action  of  independent  De- 
partments. Instead  of  waiting  until 
the  case  was  brought  before  than,  they 
had  put  it  forward  themselves,  and  had 
insisted  upon  having  an  answer  to  the 
specific  charges  made  against  Mr.  £3Uot. 
With  regard  to  the  course  which  the 
hon.  Member  wished  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  take  in  reference  to  this 
Vote,  he  must  ask  the  hon.  Member 
what  it  implied  ?  There  were  a  large 
number  of  Votes  in  the  Estimates  which 
concerned  the  salaries  paid  in  various 
Departments,  which  had  an  enormous 
amount  of  business  to  do.  But  take 
the  Department  of  the  Xjocal  Govern- 
ment  Board  in  Ireland.  There  had 
been  no  time  in  which,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  proceedings  of  Public 
Departments  were  so  carefully  watehed, 
and  there  hod  been  no  time  when  so 
many  oontroTersies  were  pen^g  be- 
tween certain  pOTSons  and  the  Depart- 
ment For  instancy  the  hon.  Mmnber 
for  Monagjian  (Mr.  Healr)  was  taking 
a  great  interest  in  the  action  of  a  Board 
of  Guardians  in  Donegal.  A  lettor  of 
his  (Mr.  Trevelyan's)  was  now  before 
that  Board,  and  whatever  the  answer  to 
that  lettor  might  be,  he  should  have  to 
take  some  action  upon  it.  There  was 
no  period  when  they  could  not  find  a 
subject  of  pending  controversy  between 
private  Members  of  the  House  and  the 
Local  Government  Board,  with  regard 
to  nearly  every  Public  Department ; 
and  if  they  consentod  to  tie  up  this 
Vote  because  a  certain  controversy  was 
pending,  in  a  few  days  they  would  be 
asked  to  tie  it  up  on  account  of  an- 
other. Therefore,  when  they  approached 
the  consideration  of  the  Vote  again, 
some  other  pretext  would  be  put  forward 
for  putting  it  off ;  it  would  be  said  that 
there  was  some  other  question  to  b^ 

Digilized  by  Google 


S7 


Supply— Cibil         f  July  23,  18841         Sm/iet  Sttimaist. 


58 


settled,  wbicli  hon.  Members  wished  to 
hare  settled  in  a  particular  way.  No 
good  object  conld  be  attained  by  defer- 
ring the  present  Vote,  because  he  had 
already  explained,  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner,  the  line  of  action  the  Local  Go- 
Ternment  Board  intended  to  take. 

Mb.  MOORE  said,  that  as  he  under- 
Btood  it  would  not  be  in  Order  to  post- 
pone the  Vote,  it  would  simplify  matters 
if  he  were  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,000. 

The  CHAIBMAK:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  make  that  propositicm  ? 

Mb.  HOOKE  :  I  have  no  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  the  action  of  my  hon. 
Friends. 

Mb,  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  would 
appeal  to  his  hon.  Friend  not  to  inter- 
pose at  present.   As  the  Oovemment 
were  disinclined  to  give  way,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  a  distinct  and  definite  under- 
standing should  be  arrived  at.  When 
this  matter  had  been  fully  discussed, 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  his 
haa.  Friend  from  making  his  Motion. 
He  (Mr.  O'Connor)  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  the  Chief  Secretary. 
When  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
addressed  the  Committee,  he  confined 
himself  to  the  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  Irish  Members  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  as  to  whether  the  Vote  should 
be  postponed  or  not.   The  Ohief  Secre- 
tary aeemed  to  entertfiin  the  same  view 
they  did  as  to  the  princijde  upon  which 
the  charges  against  Mr.  Elliott  should 
be  decided ;  but  the  conversation  which 
had  since  taken  place  showed  that  there 
was  even  an  element  of  uncertainty  as 
to  whether  the  Ohief  Secretary  and  the 
Irish  -  Members  really  did  agree  upon 
the  important  question  which  had  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton).    He  distinctly  challenged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  his 
idea  of  what  constituted  defalcation. 

Mb.  TBEVBLYAN  :  I  quite  agree 
with  the  definition  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  on  that  point. 
Defalcation  is  a  definite  crime,  and  it 
has  been  extremely  well  put  hy  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mb.  T.  F.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  might, 
then,  assume  that  his  hon.  Fri^d'sidea 
was -satisfactory,  and  a  correct  defini- 
tion. What  his  hon.  Friend  insisted 
opon  was  that  defalcation  meant  the 
witbbolding  of  money  by  a  rate  collector, 
«7en  tbou^  hem^ht  have  made  it  good 


afterwards.  That  was  his  hon.  Friend's 
definition ;  and,  therefore,  it  had  already 
been  proved  that  defalcation  had  oc- 
curred. The  whole  action  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  dated  from  the  time  the  Black- 
rock  Town  Commissioners  were  attempt- 
ing to  realize  the  assets  of  this  genuo- 
man ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  admitted  on 
all  sides,  according  to  the  interpretation 
of  his  hon.  Friend  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  defalcation  must  bare 
taken  place.  His  hon.  Friend  had  ac- 
cused the  Oommiasioneni  of  slu^ish- 
ness,  and  he  joined  his  hon.  Friend  in 
reiterating  the  charge,  and  in  apphring 
it  to  the  Government  as  well.  Mliott 
was  a  rate  collector  of  the  South  Dublin 
Union,  and,  therefore,  immediately  under 
the  control  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
If,  therefore,  the  Chief  Secretary  had  no 
power  over  him  as  collector  for  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners,  he  had  per- 
fect power  to  dismiss  him  as  collector  of 
the  South  Dublin  Union;  yet,  though 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  Elliott's 
position  for  two  or  three  months,  he  had 
taken  no  action  whatever.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knew,  at  least,  two 
months  ago  that  there  was  a  primd  facit 
case  of  defialoation  i^ainst  this  man,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  definition  of  that 
offence,  and  the  officer  was  directly  at 
the  disposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man.   

MB.TREVELYAN :  Not  two  or  three 
months  ago.  I  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  matter  before  the  Question  addressed 
to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton).  That  was  the  first  occa- 
sion on  which  the  attention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  called  to  the 
matter. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  knowledge  of  the  essen- 
tial  facts  at  a  date  long  anterior  to  my 
Question. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
thought  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  for 
two  or  three  months,  at  least,  this  man 
was  retained  in  a  position  under  the 
control  of  the  Local  Government  Boud, 
although  a  primd  ftuu  case  of  defoloatlon 
rested  against  Mm.   Elliott  held  two 

gositions — one  as  rate  collector  of  the 
outh  Dublin  Union,  which  placed  him 
directly  under  the  control  ca  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  the  other  as  rate  col- 
lector for  the  Blackrock  Town  Commis- 
sioners. Therefore,  as  rate  oQlleotor  for 
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the  Soath  Dublin  Union,  he  oould  be 
dinuiesed  at  any  moment  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  althouj^b,  as  collector  for  the 
Blackxock  CommissionerB,  he  was,  of 
course,  independent  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
had,  howerer,  f^ly  accepted  the  canon 
that  an  ofKcial  who  misconducted  him- 
self in  one  office  thereby  incapacitated 
himself  from  aerring  in  another ;  and, 
therefore,  if  Mr.  Elliott  had  been  guilty 
of  defalcation  in  connection  with  Black- 
rock,  he  ought  not  to  be  retained  for  the 
South  Dublin  Union.  It  was  an  ad- 
mitted fact  that  the  charge  of  defalca- 
tion against  this  gentleman  had  been 
brought  indirectly  before  the  attention 
of  the  Local  GoTemment  Board  months 
ego,  and  even  two  months  ago  in  the 
House  of  Commons ;  and  yet  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aaked  his  hon.  Friend 
to  giro  up  the  only  Gonstttutional  means 
he  had  of  questioning  the  propriety  of 
retaining  this  man  in  the  Publio  Service 
by  allowing  theTote  to  pass,  and  thus  re- 
moving the  matter  f^m  the  sirpernsion 
and  control  of  the  House  of  Oommons 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave 
his  decision  finally  upon  a  most  import- 
ant question  of  principle,  which  could 
only  be  raised  in  connection  with  the 
Vote.  He  thought  it  was  utterly  unrea- 
sonable for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
expect  them  to  forego  their  right  to  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  upon  this  important 
question ;  and  he  therefore  thought  that 
his  hon.  Friend  was  justified  in  pressing 
the  point. 

Mr.  MOOBE  said,  he  had  no  wish  to 
interrupt  his  hon.  Friends  in  this  inte- 
resting discussion,  and  he  hoped  the 
qnestiott  might  be  brought  to  an  issue 
between  the  Treasury  Bench  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton). 
He  had  risen,  however,  to  move  the 
reduction  of  Uie  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£1,000,  in  order  that  he  might  be  in  a 
position  to  make  a  general  statement  as 
to  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  treatment  of  sick,  aged, 
and  infirm  paupers,  especially  lunatics, 
whose  condition  was  the  most  pitiable 
of  all.  The  general  feeling  throughout 
Ireland  was  that  the  institutions  Imown 
as  workhouses  were  rapidly  degene- 
rating into  cesspools  of  crime,  vice,  lazi- 
ness, and  hereditary  pauperism,  instead 
of  being  suitable  a^lume  for  those  who 
had  a  legitimate  claim  upon  society  for 
support.  What  they  in  Ireland  wanted 
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was  that  these  workhouses  should  be 
made  vastly  more  strict  and  penal  in 
their  administration  as  regarded  the  idle, 
worthless,  and  dissolute  classes,  and  that 
they  should  be  made  more  useful  and 
humane  for  those  who  had  a  legitimate 
claim  upon  the  community  for  support 
and  assistance.  According  to  a  Be  turn 
which  had  just  been  presented,  the  total 
number  of  inmates  in  the  workhouses 
was  56,572 ;  and  the  Committee  would 
be  astonished  to  hear  that  20  per  cent 
were  described  as  able-bodied  persons. 
He  thought  that  was  a  fact  well  worthy 
of  attention.  The  number  of  men  whose 
misconduct  was  sheltered  within  these 
institutions  was  not  only  very  large,  but 
absolutely  monstrous.  Many  of  them 
were  brought  up  in  pauperism;  they 
went  out  of  the  workhouses  for  a  short 
time,  but  invariably  returned  again ; 
and  when  asked  what  it  was  that  brought 
them  back,  they  said  that  they  had 
come  to  regard  it  as  their  old  home. 
Even  men,  who  had  gone  out  as  soldiers 
to  India,  on  their  return  to  Ireland  re- 
entered the  workhouses.  They  had 
been  so  accostomed  to  lead  an  idle, 
worthless  life,  that  the  moment  honest 
toil  and  honourable  labour  become  irk- 
some, they  returned  to  their  old  home, 
although  it  might  appear  extraordinary 
that  they  would  desire,  of  their  own 
accord,  to  return  to  short  rations  and 
uncomfortable  accommodation.  He  pre- 
sumed that  a  disinclination  to  work  waa 
at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  that  after  a 
very  short  time  they  relapsed  into  habits 
of  idleness.  Out  of  the  total  of  56,000 
inmates,  12,000  were  entered  as  able- 
bodied.  As  the  figures  were  taken  in 
the  winter— namely,  in  February,  1888 
—-of  course,  that  would  indicate  a  time 
of  year  when  the  weatilier  was  severe, 
and  a  good  many  people  were  out  of 
work;  buf^  at  the  same  time,  during 
the  winter  in  question  there  was  abunct 
ance  o{  food  to  be  obtained,  and,  there- 
fore, the  one  fact  would  counterbalance 
the  other.  He  strongly  objected  to  the 
way  in  which  the  workhouses  were  made 
to  shelter  vice  and  profligacy.  .The  num- 
ber of  women  of  bad  character  who  in- 
habited them  was  perfectly  astounding. 
Out  of  80,000  women  in  the  work- 
houses, 20,000  were  returned  as  the 
mothers  of  illegitimate  children.  He 
believed  that  by  far  the  great  majority 
of  women  who  visited  these  institutions 
were  women  of  bad  ohairikii^Quiioid  he 
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was  of  opinioa  that  in  cases  of  such 
gross  immorality  the  ratepayers  ought 
not  to  be  bound  to  provide  for  them  in 
the  way  they  were  prorided  for  now. 
He  felt  that  some  stronger  obligation  of 
the  lav  to  throw  the  burden  of  these 
illegitimate  children  npon  the  fathers 
was  necessary;  and  there  ought  to  be 
some  proTisiun  to  prevent  the  pauper 
elass  fxom  constantly  converting  the 
workhouses  into  a  refuge  in  the  winter, 
and  going  out  of  them  in  the  summer. 
In  the  Northern  workhouBes  the  num- 
ber of  women  of  bad  character  who 
made  use  of  them  was  very  extraordi- 
nary ;  thay  went  into  them  only  for  a  few 
days.  He  remembered  a  case  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Belfast  Workhouse  where 
one  of  these  women  was  reported  to  have 
been  an  inmate  of  the  workhouse  57 
times.  Persona  of  that  class  were  called 
**  TSTolTers ; "  they  were  kepit  and  main- 
tamed  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  and 
they  treated  the  workhouses  simply  as 
lodging-houses.  He  complained  of  the 
laxity  and  want  of  rigour  displured  in 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
Ireland.  Idle  people  were  allowed  to 
frequent  the  workhouses,  and  to  throw 
themselves  on  the  rates,  without  any 
attempt  being  made  to  discriminate  be- 
tween their  cases  and  those  of  the  de- 
serving poor.  He  had  spoken  of  the 
large  number  of  able-bodied  persons 
who  became  inmates  of  the  worluiouses. 
A  few  years  ago  he  visited  the  South 
Dublin  Union,  and  noticing  a  powerful 
man  passing  into  the  house,  he  asked 
who  he  was.  He  was  told  that  he  was 
a  pauper,  who  was  engaged  in  some 
manual  work  in  the  workhouse,  and  that 
be  had  never  been  out  of  it  during  his 
life,  although  he  was  45  years  of  age. 
He  asked  if  ihiean  -wstb  many  m<»re  men 
in  the  same  position,  and  he  was  told 
titat  there  were  many  who  had  never 
been  out  of  the  workhouse,  but  who  had 
been  bom,  bred,  and  reared  th«re.  He 
tbonght  there  could  not  be  a  more 
striking  illustration  of  the  evils  of  the 
system  than  the  fact  that  persons  were  al- 
lowed to  grow  old  in  the  workhouses,  and 
to  become  a  burden  all  their  lives  to  the 
ratepayers,  many  of  whom  were  in  cir- 
cumstances very  little  above  pauperism 
themselves.  He  believed  the  hospitals 
of  Ireland  were  very  much  behind  what 
ffaey  ong^fat  to  be,  although  they  had 
nade  considerable  advance ;  and  with 
Mffxd  to  the  religioaB  institations  in 
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many  of  the  workhouses,  they  had  the 
assistance  of  religious  persons  who  un- 
dertook the  care  of  the  children.  He 
was  sorry  to  say  that  they  had  not  had 
very  much  assistance  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  that  direcUon; 
and,  indeed,  as  far  as  his  experience 
went,  he  never  remembered  the  Local 
Government  Board  doing  anything 
whatever  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 
He  complained,  further,  of  the  want  of 
classification.  Young  persons  were  con- 
stantly placed  in  the  common  room  with 
idlers  and  criminals.  There  was  no 
other  room  they  could  frequent ;  and 
although  the  deserving  poor  were  in- 
variably treated  with  scant  courtesy,  he 
thought  that  some  such  provision  ought 
to  be  made  for  the  aged  poor  as  that 
which  was  made  in  France.  In  France, 
when  an  aged  person  fell  into  poverty, 
and  was  unable  to  provide  for  himseU, 
the  State  undertook  to  make  provision 
for  him.  The  principle  acted  upon  was 
that  these  p^ons  had  a  right  to  rdief 
unless  they  had  brought  their  pauper- 
ism upon  themsalves  by  vice  or  laziness. 
When  once  a  man  fell  into  a  condition 
that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  help  him- 
self, he  ought  to  be  supported  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  State.  Then,  as  regarded 
pauper  lunatics,  there  was  much  room 
for  reform.  Their  condition  was  more 
distressing  than  that  of  any  other  class. 
There  were  1,800  of  these  lunatics  who 
were  inmates  of  the  workhouses.  Their 
treatment  was  a  matter  upon  which 
more  than  one  Commission  had  reported. 
He  remembered  a  person  who  gave  up 
the  best  part  of  his  life  to  visiting  these 
institutions,  and  in  trying  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-men, 
finding  one  of  these  poor  idiots  chained 
to  a  ^Har. 

Mr.  KENNY:  In  what  district? 

Mb.  UOOBE  said,  the  inadent  he  re- 
ferred to  occurred  in  the  connfy  of  Clare 
some  years  ago,  and  the  condition  ot  the 
lunatics  who  were  inmates  of  the  work- 
houses generally  was  such  as  to  call  for 
immediate  attention  and  reform.  There 
was  a  wide  distinction  to  be  drawn  be- 
tween the  lunatics  in  the  county  lunatic 
asylums  and  those  in  the  workhouses. 
No  institutions  in  the  Kingdom  were 
better  managed  than  the  Irish  county 
asylums,  and  he  had  known  firequent 
cases  in  which  persons  had  been  re- 
covered from  what  was  supposed  to  be 
a  perfectly  hopeless  state/ 
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The  provision,  however,  which  was  made 
for  tne  lunatics  received  in  Uie  Irieh 
WOTkhouaes  was  mo&t  defective.  There 
was  no  attempt  whatever  to  cure  them, 
and  they  were  left  to  live  their  wretched 
lives  in  a  hopeless  state  of  imbecility. 
Of  course  they  were  harmless,  because 
if  a  pauper  lunatic  attempted  a  crime 
he  was  at  once  transferred  to  the  county 
lunatic  asylums.  He  came  next  to  the 
instruction  given  in  the  Irish  workhouse 
schools.  According  to  the  last  Hetum, 
which,  however,  was  not  very  recent, 
there  were  42  teachers  engaged  in  in- 
structing the  children  in  the  workhouse 
schools,  the  whole  of  whom  were  un- 
classed  and  uncertificated,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ready  means  provided  by  the 
law  for  ascertaining  the  capability  and 
qualifications  of  these  persons  to  tecah. 
He  thong^ht  the  matter  was  one  for  in- 
quiry at  the  hands  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  who  bad  a  right  to  see  that 
no  unqualified  teacher  was  appointed. 
They  ought  to  refuse  their  sanction  to 
such  appointments ;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  he  had  witnessed  in  his  own 
district  the  slowness  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  in  dealing  with  proved 
cases  of  incapacity.  "Where  the  teacher 
was  incapable  of  performing  the  duties 
.required  of  him,  the  Local  Government 
Board  ought  to  come  forward  and  im- 
peratively put  an  end  to  his  employ- 
ment. As  to  the  inspection  of  the 
workhouse  schools,  it  was  of  a  two-fold 
character,  and  consequently  came  to 
nothing.  The  inspection  of  the  school 
building  came  under  the  Poor  Law, 
whereas  the  inspection  of  the  educational 
qualifications  of  the  children  came  under 
the  National  Board.  The  Inspector  of 
the  National  Board  went  down  to  inspect 
the  schools  ;  but  he  had  no  authority  to 
enforce  his  orders,  and  therefore  the 
standard  of  education  was  below  par, 
and  the  condition  of  the  children  was 
one  of  entire  neglect ;  because  there  was 
no  authority  whatever,  either  direct  or 
indirect,  to  enforce  a  better  state  of 
things.  Very  numerous  complaints  had 
been  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  without  effect.  If  the  in- 
spection of  the  workhouse  schools  was 
was  not  to  be  an  absolute  farce  the  In- 
spector ought  to  have  power  to  enforce 
ms  orders.  As  he  had  said,  the  inspec- 
tion was  of  a  two-fold  character.  The 
school  bnildii^B  and  materials,  and  the 
ocmdition  of  the  children  were  under  the 
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Local  Ghivemment  Board,  whereas  the 
educational  airangmnents  were  nnder 
the  National  Board ;  and  the  result  of 

this  two-fold  inspection  was  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  children  were  altogether 
neglected.  No  doubt,  the  great  defect 
in  the  Irish  workhouses  was  that  the 
children  were  brought  up  in  idleness 
from  the  very  first  day  they  entered  the 
house ;  and  hence  it  was  found  that, 
even  in  the  case  of  men  who  had  served 
the  Queen  with  distinction,  it  was  al- 
most impossible  to  make  them  respect- 
able members  of  society,  and  they  con- 
sequently returned  to  what  they  regarded 
as  their  home.  Some  of  the  children 
were  occasionally  employed  in  picking 
a  few  weeds,  or  in  some  of  the  minor 
branches  of  agricultural  labour ;  bat 
there  was  no  pretence  of  teaching  them 
any  industrial  work  whatever.  The 
children  were  brought  up  in  idleness, 
and  this  idleness  acted  upon  them  in  a 
most  deplorable  manner,  owing  to  the 
associations  among  which  they  were 
thrown.  There  was  only  one  corridor 
and  one  recreation  ground,  and  the 
morals  of  the  children  were  corrupted 
by  requiring  them  to  mix  with  able- 
bodied  paupers,  whose  whole  life  had 
been  spent  in  vice  and  immorality.  It 
was  impossible  to  keep  the  whole  of  the 
pauperinmatesof  awonrhouseinthesame 
buildingwithoutsomecontamination;  bat 
in  the  Irish  workhouses  there  was  little  or 
no  classification  at  all.  He  had  watched 
the  matter  himself  and  had  inquired  into 
it  closely,  and  he  was  prepared  to  saj 
that  there  was  no  real  olassification 
whatever.  He  was  only  talking  the 
other  day  to  the  manager  of  one  of  the 
reformatory  schools  in  Ireland.  That 
gentleman  spoke  of  the  satisfaction  and 
pleasure  his  work  gave  him,  when  ha 
found  that  many  of  those  who  passed 
through  his  hands  were  brought  to  a 
better  state  of  mind  and  became  useful 
members  of  society ;  but  he  added,  that 
of  all  the  classes  which  came  under  his 
hand,  the  most  difB.cult  to  deal  with,  or 
inspire  with  any  sense  of  self-respect, 
were  the  pauper  criminals.  When  the 
children  were  hired  out  to  farmera  for  a 
month  or  two  in  the  summer  time  they 
were  lost  sight  of,  and  nobody  seemed 
to  care  what  became  of  them  afterwards. 
The  Local  Government  Board  had  given 
statistics  to  show  the  number  of  children 
who  had  been  hired  oat  to  farmers  in 
that  manner;  but  there  was  no  con- 
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fidfinoe  to  be  placed  in  them.  The  chil- 
dren themeelveB  were  sent  out  reck- 
lessly— ^lured  out  for  short  periods  to 
persons  who  had  no  interest  in  the  chil- 
dren themselTes,  and  who  could  not  be 
expected  to  place  them  in  such  a  position 
in  life  as  would  make  provision  for  their 
future.  The  Vice  Fresident  of  the  Local 
GoTemment  Board  not  long  ago  told  a 
Boyal  Oommission  that  out  of  300  chil- 
dren  sent  out  from  the  South  Dublin 
Union  78  per  cent  did  not  return.  The 
iislit  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  East 
Gloaeeetershire  (Sir  Michael  Hioks- 
Beach)  asked  the  witness  what  reason 
he  had  for  supposing  that  that  78  per 
cent  of  the  children  were  doing  well ; 
and  his  only  eKpIanaUon  was  that  as 
tliey  did  not  torn  up  at  the  workhouse 
it  mi^t  safely  be  presumed  that  they 
were  goiuK  on  all  right.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  asked  if  it  were  not  equally  pos- 
sible that  this  78  per  cent,  in  regard  to 
whose  future  such  confident  hopes  were 
entertained,  might  be  in  pri(>on;  and 
tiiis  gentleman  representing  the  Local 
Gorernment  Board,  after  having  made 
a  statement  that  78  per  cent  turned  out 
satisfactorily,  was  bound  to  oonfees  that 
his  whole  reason  fur  believing  they  had 
become  good  citizens  was  that  he  knew 
nothing  whatever  about  them.  That 
showed  the  extent  to  which  the  bigotry 
of  officialism  would  descend  in  order  to 
bolster  up  a  bad  system.  He  did  not 
viah  to  press  the  Committee  further. 
The  House  had  been  saved  from  an  in- 
fliction from  him  on  the  same  subjeot 
last  year  by  a  "Count-out."  He  had 
now  bad  an  opportunity  of  laying  the 
matter  before  the  Committee,  and  be 
trusted  the^  would  tnm  their  atten- 
tion to  this  great  social  question. 
He  believed  that  so  long  as  they 
required  these  poor  people  to  be 
brought  up  in  a  common  life  with  adult 
paupers  the  consequence  would  inevit- 
ably be  that  they  would  become  crimi- 
nals. What  he  wished  and  hoped  was 
that,  sooner  or  later,  the  Government 
would  take  up  the  question  of  the  reform 
of  the  workhouse  system  in  Ireland.  If 
neceraary,  he  trusted  that  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission would  be  issued,  so  that  they 
might  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  Poor 
Law  question.  The  feeling  was  very 
strong  in  Ireland  that  something  ought 
io  be  done.  They  did  not  ask  theTrea- 
■017  for  anything ;  but  it  was  their  own 
Bumey  vhich  th^  proposed  to  spend  in 

yOIb  00X01.   Lthzkd  niuB.] 


bettering  the  condition  of  these  poor 
people.  Surely  they  ought  to  be  en- 
trusted with  iJie  expenditure  of  their 
own  money. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  more  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote? 

Mr.  MOOBE:  Tes;  by  the  mm  of 

£1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"Thftt  a  Bnm,  not  exceeding  fl08,64<,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  Ban 
necassary  to  defimy  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coorae  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  ExpenscB  of  the  Local  GoTemmeat  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  varioua  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Tutation."— ( Jfr.  Jfwiv.} 

Mr.  KKNNT  admitted  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Irish  workhouses 
was  not  satisfactory ;  but  he  could  not 
altogether  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
in  the  charge  of  immorality  which  ha 
had  brought  against  the  female  inmates 
of  workhouses.  He  was  well  aware 
tliat  there  were  maoy  young  men  in  the 
workhouses  whose  moral  character  was 
not  irreproachable  ;  but  the  vast  majority 
of  the  women  in  the  workhouses  were 
old  women  who  were  there  through 
poverty,  against  whom  no  reasonable 
charge  of  immorality  could  be  brought. 
The  hon.  Member  had  cited  an  in&taiice 
of  a  Union  in  the  North  of  Ireland — in 
the  county  of  T>rone  ;  but  he  should  be 
sorry  to  take  that  Union  as  a  criterion, 
as  it  was  well  known  that  that  was  the 
moat  immoral  part  of  the  country.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  work- 
houses were  the  only  refuges  for  women 
in  Ireland  who  were  forced  to  betake 
themsdves  to  tbem  fur  a  time ;  and  it 
was  unfair  to  draw  a  oonclusion  of  ge- 
neral immorality  from  a  single  instance. 
There  was,  however,  another  offence 
which  was,  to  a  great  extent,  perpetrated 
in  connection  with  the  Irish  workhouses 
— namely,  the  practice  of  smuggling 
whisky  into  them.  Friends  who  came 
to  visit  the  pauper  inmates  constantly 
brought  whisky  with  them.  It  waa  also 
a  fact  that  many  of  the  emphyit  in  the 
workhouses  were  persons  of  objection- 
able character  ;  and,  owing  to  the  intro- 
duction of  whisky,  and  a  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  officials^  no  doubt 
scenes  of  drunkenness  did  take  place. 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  in  the  South 
of  Ireland,  at  any  rate,  the  intiwduction 
of  nuns  as  nurses  into  the  workhpusei 
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had  caused  a  beneficent  change  in  the 
morals  of  the  inmates.  It  was  a  practice 
which  could  Dot  be  too  highly  recom- 
mended and  too  warmly  advocated,  and 
he  urged  upon  all  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians in  Ireland  the  desirability  of  se- 
enring  the  services  of  nuns  as  ordinary 
nurses.  He  had  no  doubt  it  would 
remove  a  good  many  of  the  very  dis- 
creditable Boandals  which  were  not  un- 
freqnently  brought  to  light  in  Ireland. 
A  very  important  question  had  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  in  regard  to 
fhe  manner  in  which  the  children  in  these 
workhouses  were  brought  up ;  but  al- 
though the  teachers  employed  in  the 
workhouqe  schools  might  not  have  re- 
ceived class  certificates,  he  did  not  think 
that  any  serious  charge  of  incapacity 
could  be  brought  against  them.  He 
had  seen  a  number  of  workhouse  rhil- 
dren  in  a  variety  of  places  who  had 
been  remarkably  well  educated  as  far  as 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  were 
concerned;  but  he  complained  of  the 
abseuce  of  technical  education.  The 
diildren  were  taught  to  read  and  write, 
and  so  on ;  but  the  idea  of  teaching 
them  a  trade  never  appeared  to  enter 
the  mind  of  the  Local  Government 
Board ;  and  when  they  went  from  the 
workhouses  the  only  employment  they 
were  fit  for  was  that  of  farm  servants. 
All  the  deserving  hoys  went  out  as  farm 
labourers ;  very  few  of  them  going  into 
the  cities,  and  the  g^rls  were  either  sent 
into  the  country  as  farm  servants  or  into 
the  towns  as  hous(>maids.  He  thought 
the  workhouses  in  Ireland  were  institu- 
tions which  a£furded  ext^ellent  facilities 
fortheestablishmentof  technical  schools. 
If  these  young  lads  were  taught  trades 
which  they  could  turn  to  account  after- 
wards,^ it  would  go  a  long  way  towards 
defraying  the  expense  of  their  mainten- 
ance in  the  workhouses,  because  they 
would  be  learnt  how  to  occupy  a  very 
useful  future  life,  instead  of  being  con- 
signed to  the  miserable  fate  of  a  farm 
servant  until  they  could  scrape  some 
money  together  to  take  them  away  to 
Ameiica  or  one  of  the  Colonies,  there 
to  be  nothing  more  than  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.  It  was  an  un- 
doubted fact  that  children  who  were 
brought  up  in  the  workhouses  had  a 
direct  stigma  attached  to  them.  They 
were  neglected  by  the  Ghiardians,  or  by 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board,  who  really 
directed  the  actions  of  the  Oaaxdians. 

Mr,  K9M$ 


Their  technical  education  was  altoge- 
ther neglected.  They  were  taught 
nothing  but  to  read  and  write,  and 
nothing  was  left  for  them  but  the 
most  menial  occupations  when  they  left 
the  workhouse.  He  thought  the  subject 
of  the  technical  education  of  the  cJiil- 
dren  in  the  Irish  workhouses  was  reallj 
most  important ;  and  be  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Government  ought  to  take  it  in 
hand,  and  that  the  Chief  Secretary,  as 
President  of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board,  and  those  gentlemen  who  acted 
with  him,  should  take  into  consideration 
some  scheme  for  the  technical  education 
of  these  children  which  would  give  them 
a  better  chance  of  future  success  in  life. 

Colonel  CO  LTHUB8T  said,  heagreed 
with  the  last  speaker  as  to  the  bad  state 
of  technical  education  ;  but  he  desired  to 
express  hie  opinion  that  a  great  deal 
rould  be  done  by  the  Guardians  as  the 
law  now  stood  in  Ireland.  Where  the 
law  was  at  fault  was  in  not  empowering 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  act 
where  the  Guardians  would  not  act. 
It  was  very  well  known  that  the  Guar- 
dians had  power  to  board  out  the  chil- 
dren, and  boarding  out  had  been  found 
to  be  the  best  way  of  disposing  of 
orphan  and  deserted  children  from  the 
workhouses.  But  what  were  the  facts 
of  the  case  f  In  more  than  one-half  (tf 
the  Unions  of  Ireland  tiie  Gnardians 
did  not  board  out  a  single  child ;  Irat 
th^  kept  them  in  the  wOTfehouses  in  the 
state  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Clonmel  (Mr.  Moore)  had  described. 
That  was  the  fault  of  the  Guardians, 
who  had  full  power  to  board  them 
out.  He  thought  the  hon.  Member 
had  misunderstood  the  evidence  of  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  before  the  Commission 
of  which  he  (Colonel  Oolthurst)  was 
a  Member.  The  evidence  of  Mr. 
Bobinson  was  to  this  effect — that,  as 
far  as  his  experience  went,  where  the 
boarding  out  system  was  practised  the 
results  were  invariably  good,  and  the 
children  in  many  cases  had  been  adopted 
by  the  families  to  which  they  were  sent. 
He  did  not  know  any  reason  why  the 
system  should  not  be  adopted  in  every 
Union  in  Ireland.  As  to  industrial 
training,  it  was  difficult  to  carry  it  oat 
in  the  small  Unions ;  but  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  there  shotUd  not  be  Poor  Law 
Schools  in  Ireland  as  well  as  in  Eng- 
land, where  Idie  children  could  be  oiu- 
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leeted  and  tangbt  trades.  In  the  large 
TTnion  of  North  Dublin  some  years  ago, 
a  real  attempt  was  made  to  gire  indus- 
faial  training  to  tiie  children ;  but  the 
master — a  man  of  great  ei^erienoe — 
told  him  himself  that,  in  spite  of  all  he 
did,  he  never  wished  to  see  a  child 
idaced  in  the  workhouse.  There  oould 
be  no  doubt  that  boarding  ont  was  the 
proper  thing  to  do.  Xt  stood  to  reason 
that  if  they  were  boarded  ont  among 
the  people  from  whom  they  spruag, 
they  would  be  restored  to  the  condition 
which  Providence  intended  them  to 
occupy.  He  hoped  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  would  at 
least  do  what  he  could  to  give  effect  to 
some  of  the  suggeetione  which  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Glonmel. 
Among  other  things,  he  would  ask  the 
(ioTemment,  when  they  dealt  with  the 
qnestion  of  Union  rating  in  Ireland  next 
Session,  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee,  so  as  to 
give  unadulterated  Union  rating,  and 
not  the  Union  rating  proposed  in  the 
Bill  submitted  to  Parliament  two  years 
ago,  in  which  the  administration  of  out- 
door relief  was  excluded  from  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Bill.  If  his  right  hon. 
Frimid  would  give  a  satisfactory  answer 
on  that  subject,  he  might  spare  him 
(Co^n^  Goltnurst)  the  necessity  uf  brin^ 
ing  forward  a  Motion  which  stood  in  his 
name  for  Friday. 

CoLoiTEX.  NOLAN  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  would  answer 
the  queetioas  which  bad  been  brought 
before  the  Committee  in  the  valuable 
speech  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Clonmel  (Mr.  Moore).  He  (Co- 
lonel Nolan)  only  proposed  to  discusb 
the  workhouse  system  in  connection  with 
one  particular  point.  Of  course,  his 
hon.  Friend  knew  a  good  deal  about 
the  poor,  having  paid  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  and  having 
brought  in  two  or  three  Bills  to  remedy 
the  position  of  children  in  workhouses ; 
bat  he  thought  that  there  had  been  one 
onuaoion  in  all  the  speeches  which  had 
beoi  delivered  upon  the  question  — 
namely,  that  no  (me  had  gone  into  the 
question  <rf  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
opedsd  education  and  training  fbr  work- 
boose  children,  together  with  looking 
after  them  when  they  left  Uie  work- 
boose,  would  be  a  very  excellent  plan  if 
tiiey  had  unlimited  funds  to  draw  upon ; 
and  he  beUered  his  bim.  ^EViend  had 


brought  in  a  Bill  to  make  provision  for 
deaf  and  dumb  children,  by  which  they 
were  to  be  seat  to  institutions  specially 
provided  and  paid  for.  No  doubt  they 
would  be  liberally  treated  and  properly 
looked  after  there;  but  tbey  would  be- 
come extremely  ezpenaive  to  the  Unions, 
and  he  hoped  that  in  any  scheme  which 
might  be  put  forward,  and  any  pressure 
that  might  be  placed  upon  the  Chief 
Secretary,  the  question  of  the  ratepayers 
would  not  be  altogether  neglected.  At 
the  present  moment  the  rates  were  ex- 
ceedingly heavy;  and  he  had  no  desire 
to  ruah  hastily  into  any  project  which 
would  largely  increase  the  rates.  He 
thought  that  was  a  point  which  it  was 
quite  possible  to  reconcile  with  the  good 
administration  of  the  workhouse  sys- 
tem. He  did  not  think  that  many  of 
these  children  would  be  better  otf  if 
they  had  more  opportunities  for  learning 
a  trade.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Eunis  (Mr.  Kenoy),  or 
the  hon.  Member  fur  Olonmel,  that  their 
employment  as  herls  or  farm  labourers 
was  bad  work  for  these  children.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  was  pmper 
work  for  them  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. The  great  bulk  of  the  commu- 
nity in  those  districts  liad  to  hrad  stock, 
or  attend  to  farming  operations  ;  and  he 
did  not  see  why  these  children  should 
not  be  put  out  to  the  same  occupation 
in  an  agricultural  community.  Cer- 
tainly, they  ought  not  to  be  made  pets 
of,  or  put  in  a  better  position  than  the 
children  of  people  who  managed  to  keep 
out  of  the  workhouse.  During  the  last 
six  or  seven  years,  instesd  of  increasing 
the  industrial  schools  in  Ireland,  the 
Government  had  limited  them.  That 
was  not  the  policy  of  the  present  Oovem- 
meot  abme,  but  in  their  action  they  had 
merely  followed  the  policy  of  their  Pre- 
decessors. Six  or  seven  years  ago  it 
was  announced  that  no  contribution 
from  the  Treasury  would  be  given  ex- 
cept to  certain  existing  schools ;  and  the 
Government  had  carefully  limited  the 
contributions  which  they  gave  even  to 
existing  schools.  He  had  himself  ap- 
plied for  an  industrial  school  in  Glifden 
— at  least,  he  had  been  made  the  me- 
dium of  oommunication  on  several  occa- 
sions between  the  district  and  the  Go- 
vernment ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  tha^ 
although  that  district  was  very  much  in 
want  of  an  industrial  school  for  boys, 
the  neoeesaiy  aasistanoe  had  j>eett  re- 
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peatedlj  refused  by  the  Ch)TernmeDt 
He  thought  if  the  Local  Goveniment 
Board  would  extend  the  system  of  in- 
dustrial Fchools  in  Ireland,  a  great  many 
of  the  objections  which  were  now  urged 
by  different  Members  would  be  met. 
Not  only  might  they  extend  the  system, 
but  it  was  also  desirable  that  they  should 
change  the  law.  The  law  which  at  pre- 
sent existed  was  absolutely  absurd.  It 
vaa  necessary  that  a  child  should  com- 
mit some  offence,  even  if  it  were  only 
begging,  before  he  could  ^be  sent  to  an 
industrial  school;  and  it  was  perfectly 
veil  known  that  the  solemn  farce  of  com- 
mitting a  child  for  some  trifling  offence 
was  frequently  gone  through  in  order  to 
get  him  admitted  into  one  of  the  exist- 
ing industrial  aohools.  He  did  not  think 
it  risht  that  the  committal  of  s  crime 
ahonld  be  a  qualificatioa  for  admission 
to  an  industrial  school,  and  he  regretted 
to  say  that  it  was  exactly  the  same  in 
reganl  to  the  lunatic  asylums.  Criminal 
lunatics  were  sent  to  the  county  asylums, 
but  other  lunatics  were  not ;  and  per- 
fectly harmless  lunatics  suffered  in  con- 
sequence. He  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  this  foolish  rule  ought  to  be 
abolished.  There  was  one  point  in 
which  he  differed  from  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  the  County  of  Cork. 
(Colonel  Oolthurst) — namely,  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  e^ould  have 
power,  in  an  ordinary  case,  to  override 
the  decision  of  the  Guardians.  Of  course, 
if  there  was  a  case  in  which  religious 
prejudices  had  been  allowed  to  operate, 
or  a  pauper  had  been  unfairly  treated 
in  re^rd  to  his  religion,  the  Local  Go- 
Teroment  Board  should  have  power  to 
demand  explanations,  aod  even  to  over- 
ride the  decision  of  the  Guardians.  But 
for  the  decisions  of  a  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, who,  as  a  general  rule,  looked 
after  the  finance  of  a  district,  to  be  over- 
ridden by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
sitting  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
Uniun,  was  ab^iurd,  and  would  be  so 
great  a  reflection  upon  the  Guardiano, 
that  he  hoped  no  Goyemmeot  would 
adopt  the  suggestion.  There  was  an- 
other point  in  which  he  should  like  to 
receive  an  explanation  from  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  it  had  reference  to  the 
possibility  of  Ireland  being  visited  by 
cholera.  He  trusted  that  precautions 
would  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
disease,  and  he  hoped  Parliament  would 
not  be  allowed  to  break  up  b«ftne  hon. 


Members  were  told  exactly  wh^  was 
intended  to  be  done  in  Ireland.  Had 
the  Local  Government  Board  any  policy 
in  regard  to  the  rural  workhouses  7  Did 
they  intend  that  the  cholera  patients 
should  go  into  the  workhouse  hospitals, 
or  be  placed  in  detached  hospitals  r  He 
was  in  favour  himself  of  having  them 
placed  in  detached  hospitals  as  far  as 
possible.    He  believed  that  in  many 
oases  it  would  be  a  good  policy  to  erect 
temporary  huts  at  a  distance  from  the 
Union  Workhouse,  and  such  temporary 
huts  could  be  so  arranged  as  to  prevent 
the  affection  from  being  communicated 
through  bad  water  or  otherwise,  and 
thus  of  reducing  the  chance  of  the  dis- 
ease spreading  to  a  minimum.  He 
should  be  ^ad  to  know  from  the  Chief 
Becretaiy  what  it  was  intended  to  do 
with  the  hospital  question?   Whi^  he 
was  afraid  might  happen  was  this — that 
if  the  cholera  visited   Ireland,  many 
olever  letters  and  minutes  mi^ht  ba 
written  with  the  object  of  throwing  the 
responsibility  upon  the  Guardians,  and 
of  avoiding  the  responsibility  themselves. 
He  did  not  care  who  was  responsible— 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board  or 
the  Guardians — but  bis  idea  was  that 
if  the  cholera  came  into  the  country  it 
must  be  met  by  some  Central  Body,  who 
would  be  in  a  position  to  obtain  erery 
kind  of  knowledge  and  information,  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  oer- 
taioly  be  the  best  Body  for  such  a  pur- 
pose.   What  he  would  pro^»ose  to  the 
Local  Governmeat  Board,  m  reference 
to  the  rural  districts,  was  that  fhey 
should  have  one  or  two  temporary  hoo- 
pitals.    He  would  not  say  what  kind  of 
hospitals ;  but  they  ought  to  be  cheaply 
erected,  as  the  expense  would  be  a 
serious  matter  for  consideration.  The 
merest  hut  would  be  quite  sufficient. 
He  thought  a  model  ought  to  be  erected 
at  some  central  station  in  Dublin,  and 
that  some  mechanic  should  be  told  o^ 
who  knew  how  to  put  the  buildings  up. 
There  were  more  than  160  Unions  in  Ire- 
land, aod  if  tbey  were  required  to  go  to 
the  expense  of  erecting  temporary  hos- 
pitals, probably  nothing  might  be  done 
by  the  time  the  emergency  arose.  What 
he  asked  was  a  very  simple  matter, 
which  would  cost  the  Government  very 
little.   The  cholera  might  not  Tisit  Ire- 
land after  all;  but  if  it  came  a  little 
nearer,  he  hoped  the  GoTemment  would 
make  tome  ammgement  of  tiiat  kiqd ; 
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and,  therefore,  he  trusted  that  the  Chief 
Secretaty  would  answer  the  question  he 
had  put. 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  wished  to  put 
ft  question  or  two  in  reeard  to  this  Yote ; 
but  before  he  did  so  he  would  express 
his  regret  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Clonmel  (Mr.  Moore)  had  moved  the 
reductioa  of  the  Vote  before  they  had 
exhausted  the  discussion  on  the  subject 
introduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton).  He  thought  the  feeling 
on  that  side  of  the  House  was  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary should  withdraw  tlie  Vote  for  the 
present;  and  if  it  was  impossible  to  do 
so,  that  the  discussion  woiud  be  allowed 
to  go  on  fairly  upon  its  merits,  so  that 
the  Irish  Members  should  retain  their 
control  over  the  very  unpleasant  issue 
which  had  been  raised.  He  was  sure 
lus  right  hon.  Friend  would  not  mis- 
undoretaad  him.  He  did  not  put  it  as 
a  question  of  oonfidenoe  in  the  Irish 
Exeentire.  He  thought  diere  was  no 
man  in  that  House  who  had  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  Chief  Secretary  was  ac- 
tuated in  all  these  things  by  the  highest 
and  most  advanced  standajrd  of  official 
honour,  and  any  decision  arrived  at  by 
him  would  command  the  coahdence  of 
the  House.  But  he  wanted  to  tell  his 
right  hon.  Friend  —  he  did  not  know 
whether  his  right  hon.  Friend  was  aware 
of  it — that  there  was  growing  up  in  the 
House,  as  well  as  in  other  quarters,  a 
distrust  of  the  permanent  Irish  Execu- 
tive ;  and  he  should  be  sorry  that  any 
question  should  arise  which  should 
put  hon.  Members  in  conflict  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  or  with 
Ijord  Spencer.  He  thought  the  time 
waa  arriving  when  the  action  of  the 
permanent  Irish  Executive  would  be 
exposed  to  the  very  serious  criticism, 
not  only  of  the  House,  but  of  the  coun- 
try. Let  him  take  the  case  they  had 
heard  to-night.'  He  knew  nothiog  what- 
ever of  the  case ;  but  here  was  a  man 
chained  with  defalcation — in  England 
they  would  call  it  embezzlement.  Whe- 
ther the  man  was  guilty  or  not  he  did 
not  know — he  knew  nothing  about  the 
facts  of  the  case — but  he  was  charged 
with  having  appropriated  the  public 
money,  from  time  to  time,  during  a 
period  which  extended  over  a  series  of 
years.  When  the  fraud  was  found  but, 
file  de£oienoy  amounted  to  between 
£2,000  and  ^£3^000;  and  a  certain  bodpr 


of  Commissioners  in  Ireland,  adopting  a 
course  of  action  which,  in  England, 
would  be  regarded  as  compounding  a 
felony,  still  retained  the  services  of  the 
defaulter,  and  proceeded  to  realize  his 
assets.  No  prolonged  discusnon  of  the 
matter  was  needed.  By  return  of  post 
it  would  be  known — aye  or  no— whe- 
ther this  collector  had  those  rates  or 
had  paid  them  to  the  authorities,  or 
whether  he  waa  short  in  his  accounts ; 
and  if  he  had  retained  them  for  4B 
hours  beyond  the  proper  time,  he 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  Public  Service.  He  would 
say  no  more  than  to  suggest  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  postpone 
the  Report  on  the  Vote  until  the  de- 
cision of  the  Government  could  be  made 
known,  so  that  not  only  the  Irish,  but 
the  English  Members,  might  have  a  full 
discussion  if  they  were  not  tiatisfied.  He 
desired  now  to  ask  for  a  few  items  of  in- 
formation as  to  what  he  might  call  the 
extraordinary  amount  of  this  Vote.  He 
oould  not  help  contrasting  the  Irish 
Local  Qovemment  Board  with  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  England.  The 
English  Local  Government  Board  had  to 
deal  with  25,000,000  of  people;  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  with  5,000,000. 
In  England  the  highest  ofBcial,  after 
the  President— who  was  a  Cabinet  Mi- 
nister— was  a  Permanent  Secretary,  at 
£1,500  a-year;  but  in  Ireland  there  was 
a  Vice  President  with  £2,000,  a  Medical 
Commissioner  with  £1,200,  another  Com- 
missioner with  £1,200,  a  Secretary  with 
£S00,  and  an  Assistant  Secretary  with 
£600.  The  difference  between  the  cost 
of  the  permanent  staff  iji  England  and 
Ireland  was  almost  inappreciable,  al- 
though the  amount  of  the  work  done  in 
England  was  at  least  three  times  as 
much.  The  time  had  arrived  when  at- 
tention should  be  called  to  the  growing 
extravagance  of  the  Irish  Adminis- 
tration m  all  its  parts.  He  wonld  now 
take  another  point.  In  Ireland  there  were 
14  Inspectors,  wbilein  England  there  were 
23 ;  but  look  at  the  disproportion  in  the 
amounts  about  to  be  voted  for  the  per- 
sonal and  travelling  expenses  of  these 
gentlemen.  In  England  23  Inspectors 
took  £4,698  as  their  expenses,  while  14 
Inspectors  in  Ireland  required  £4,020. 
Then,  if  he  came  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Medical  Inspectors,  in  England  3, 520  Me- 
dical Officers  cost  £143,000,  while  1,064 
Medical  OfBioere,  or  about  ^e-third  lin 
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Lreland,  cost  £74,000.  The  same  thing 
prevailed  through  all  theee  Irish  Yotee ; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  the  whole  Irish  Ad- 
miniBtration  was  economically  and  finan- 
cially, hut  he  hoped  not  morally,  in  an 
unsatiBfactory  state. 

Me.  MOORE  protected  against  the 
statement  of  the  Hon.  Member  for  "Wol- 
Terhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  that  he 
had  stepped  in  between  the  Committee 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton).  He  thought  nobody  could  have 
gone  further  than  he  did,  seeing  that 
on  three  occaeinnshe  had  broken  off  his 
speech  and  discontinued  his  statemeot, 
in  order  to  allow  hon.  Members  an  op- 
portunity of  going  on  wiih  the  previous 
subject.  Even  when  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Ghilway  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  made  a  last  appeal  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  postpone  the  Vote, 
he  positiTely  waited  in  his  seat  for  a  re- 
ply. The  complaint,  therefore,  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  WolTerhampton  had 
no  foundation  whatever. 

Mb.  sexton  sud,  that  the  moment 
the  reduction  of  the  Yote  was  moved 
all  chance  of  the  withdrawal  of  it  was 
put  aside.  He  wished  to  thank  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H. 
H.  Fowler)  for  the  frank  and  etfective 
speech  he  had  delivered.  In  a  few 
words  he  had  applied  the  common  sense 
of  an  English  Member  to  the  narrative 
he  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  given  to  the  House, 
and  he  had  swept  away  the  cobwebs 
with  which  the  Chief  Secretary  sought 
to  cover  the  case  of  Mr.  Elliott.  He 
hoped  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  be  Eidopted,  and  that  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Yote  would  be  postponed 
until  the  decision  of  the  Local  Qoveru- 
ment  Board  was  made  known.  In  the 
meantime  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  rigidly  insist  upon  the  principle 
he  had  laid  down  being  carried  out — 
namely,  that  the  Executive  should  suffer 
no  further  delay  to  take  place  in  elicit- 
ing the  real  facts  of  the  case ;  and  if  they 
found  that  this  officer  had  appropriated 
the  money  of  the  public  that  they  would 
remove  him  at  once  from  the  public 
service.  So  far  the  case  rested  entirely 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  several  speakers 
who  had  recently  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  neglect  of  the  industrial 
training  of  children  in  the  Irish  work- 
house schools.  Indeed,  industrial  train- 
ing was  neglected  in  all  the  ^maiy 


echools  in  Ireland,  although  there  was 
no  countiT  where  it  was  so  much  re- 
quired.  It  was  of  no  use  to  depend 
upon  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  provide 
the  rates,  because  a  good  many  of  them 
were  in  very  little  better  condition  than 
the  paupers  themselves.  No  matter  how 
urgent  the  need  for  reform,  they  must 
alwaysconsider  it  as  an  equation  they  had 
to  deal  with  ;  and  however  desirous  they 
were  of  improving  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Law  they  must  take  care  that 
the  fiuancial  burden  was  not  mads  too 
heavy  a  load  for  the  ratepayers  to  bear. 
There  was  another  matter  in  relation  to 
themaoagementof  workhouses,  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  attention.  He  referred 
to  the  decency  of  religious  worship,  and 
the  religious  training  of  the  young.  He 
had  more  knowledge  of  the  South  of  Ire- 
land than  the  North ;  and  in  hiaopiuioD, 
where  the  Catholics  had  a  controlling 
power  on  the  Boards,  the  interests  of  the 
Protestant  minority  were  wisely  and 
generously  cared  for ;  bat  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  where  the  Catholics  on  the 
Boards  were  in  a  helpless  minority,  the 
treatment  given  to  Catholic  adults  and 
children  was  far  different.  In  the  case 
of  the  Newtownards  Workhouse,  there 
was  a  Protestant  chaplain,  and  the  Pro* 
testant  and  Presbyterian  inmates  had 
religious  instruction  and  worship  pro- 
vided for  them.  But  there  was  no  Ca- 
tholic chaplain, and  theconsequence  was 
that  the  children  were  put  out  of  the 
school  iuto  a  yard  while  religious  in- 
struction was  given  to  the  rest;  and  at 
night  in  the  dormitories,  when  the  Pro- 
testant and  Presbyterian  children  were 
goir.g  through  their  prayers,  the  Catholic 
children  were  locked  outside  the  door 
until  the  operation  was  over.  It  often 
happened  that,  on  leaving  the  work- 
house, the  children  were  plaoed  with 
Protestant  masters,  the  result  of  whic^ 
was  the  complete  uprooting  of  their  re- 
ligions faith.  He  submitted  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  ought  to  apply 
themselves  to  this  question  of  providing 
for  the  religious  instruction  of  youth  and 
the  common  decencies  of  religious  wor- 
ship. In  the  same  Board,  although  the 
Rubric  of  the  Catholic  religion  required 
decent  order  for  the  celebration  of  Mass, 
the  base  economy  of  the  Board  was  such 
that  the  priest  was  obliged  to  celebrate 
it  with  an  old  table  furbished  up  as  an 
altar.  The  Local  Government  Board  had 
power,  if  they  were  is^edto  exerdse 
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it,  to  provide  for  Teligions  worship  in  the 
workhouse  schools  and  for  the  deoent 
religr>ons  instruction  of  the  young.  He 
wished,  next,  to  say  a  word  as  to  the 
action  of  the  Local  GK>Ternnient  Board 
in  dealing  with  contested  elections  under 
the  Poor  Law.  At  a  contested  election 
at  Drumcliff,  in  the  county  of  Sligo,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Board  that  the  can- 
didate who  obtained  the  largest  number 
of  votes,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  went  to 
the  houses  of  two  of  the  voters  and  took 
possession  of  th&  voting  papers  which 
had  been  left  by  the  police,  which  he 
kept  in  his  possession  for  24  hours.  It 
was  an  illegal  act  for  which  the  law  pro- 
vided a  penalty.  The  right  hon.  G-entle- 
man  told  the  House  that  because  the 
gentleman  in  question  had  a  nuyority  of 
votes  rafficient  to  seat  him  on  the  Board 
of  Gnardiana  the  Looal  Gtovemment 
Board  hod  not  interfered.  No  matter 
how  great  the  majoii^  was  which  that 
cand^ate  obtained,  he  ought  not  to  have 
been  allowed  to  sit  on  the  Board,  as  he 
had  committed  an  illegal  act,  for  which 
the  Local  Government  Board  ought  to 
have  prosecuted  him.  It  was  no  answer 
to  say  that  the  defeated  candidate 
conld  have  brought  an  action  against 
him.  The  Department  diarged  with 
the  conduct  of  the  election  was  the 
Department  which  ought  to  have  taken 
the  initiative.  He  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  upon  what  ground 
of  common  sense  he  justified  the  action 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  re- 
fnsing  to  interfere,  and  in  reiraining 
from  exacting  the  full  penalty  for  such 
an  offence  ?  In  the  case  of  another  con- 
tested election,  it  was  proved  at  the  in- 
quiry held  by  the  Inspector  that  forged 
pronr  papers  were  issued.  The  Beturn- 
iog  Omavt  distinctly  reported  that  forged 
papers  were  sent  in  to  him,  and  there 
had  been  needless  delay  in  reporting 
upon  it.  Before  the  debate  dwed,  he 
hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would  explain 
whether  the  Local  Goremroeot  Board 
were  exercising  their  powers  in  finding 
out  how  the  proxy  papers  came  io  be 
foiled,  so  that  the  forger,  whoever  he 
mif  hi  have  been,  might  be  prosecuted 
and  punished.  Turning  next  to  the 
Qweedore  evictions,  he  wished  to  point 
out  that  200  men,  women,  and  children 
had  been  recently  evicted  on  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Wybrant  Olpherts,  in  some  cases 
for  one^  and  in  others  for  two  years* 
xvai,  aad  were  allowed  to  lie  in  the 


ditches  for  three  days  and  three  nights ; 
and  although  he  was  contradirted  in 
that  House,  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
parish  priest  for  saying  that  it  was  not 
until  the  fifth  day  that  the  relieving 
officer  came  with  some  vehicles  to  take 
the  unfortuaate  people  to  the  work- 
house. For  the  purpose  of  embarrass- 
ing the  tenants,  the  landlord  took  his 
proceedings  in  oneof  theSuperior Courts, 
and  by  so  doing  materially  added  to  the 
amounts  due.  The  fame  relieving  officer 
filled  the  double  office  of  relieving  officer 
and  gombeen  man,  or  seller  of  meal, 
exacting  from  the  poor  people  who  were 
driven  to  the  verge  of  ruin  the  highest 
rates.  He  would  like  to  know  whether 
that  was  a  combination  of  officers  that 
the  Looal  Ghtvemment  Board  were  pre- 
pared to  tolerate ;  and  whether  the  man 
who  supplied  the  peoide  with  meal  at 
excessive  rates  should  be  the  same  man 
who  was  to  represfflit  a  public  Depart- 
ment in  relieving  them  the  moment  they 
were  turned  out-of-doors?  The  law 
allowed  six  months  for  redemption. 
These  poor  people  had  crops  in  the  land 
from  which  they  were  evicted,  and  their 
only  hope  lay  in  selling  those  crops  and 
redeeming  their  holdings  within  the 
statutory  six  months,  by  scraping 
enough  together  to  satisfy  the  demands 
of  the  landlord.  In  order  to  watoh  the 
crops  which  were  growing  in  the  ground 
it  was  necessary  that  some  member  of 
the  family  should  be  left  on  the  spot. 
The  Legislature  allowed  that  the  per- 
sons evicted  might  get  four  weeks'  out- 
door relief;  but  the  evicting  landlord, 
being  also  Chairman  of  the  Dunfanaghy 
Board  of  Guardians,  rtfused  to  accept  a 
motion  to  that  effect.  The  Board  re- 
fused, in  the  first  place,  to  give  any  out- 
door relief,  and  even  went  farther,  and 
decided  that  no  wife  should  be  admitted 
to  the  workhouse  nnless  her  husband 
was  admitted  also,  thereby  preventing 
the  poor  men  from  taking  care  of  their 
holdings  during  the  period  when  they 
might  be  redeemed.  The  law  said  that 
the  husband  might  remain  outside  for 
the  purpose  of  watching  the  farm,  and 
seeing  that  the  crops  were  not  de- 
stroyed ;  but  the  Board  of  Guardians 
made  themselves  the  instruments  of  the 
tyrannical  will  of  the  landlord,  and  said 
the  husband  must  come  in  also,  and 
leave  the  farm  unattended.or  the  wife  and 
children  would  be  turned  out  on  the 
roadnde  to  starve.  What  haj^peoedf 
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Wlwti  a  motion  ma  made  to  gire  foor 
veeks*  relief  to  these  uaforhinate  people, 
lix,  WylmntOlpherte,  thisericting  land- 
lord, taking  adraotage  of  some  qnibble 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  en- 
dearoared  to  eiplain,  ruled  that  the 
motion  could  not  be  put.  He  accused 
the  Ijocal  QoTemment  Board  of  being 
supine  and  neglectful  in  the  djschai^ 
of  their  duties.  He  contended  that  when 
the  poor  people  in  Irelaud,  driven  to 
despair  and  penury,  were  unable  to  meet 
their  engagements,  by  reason  of  oppree- 
•ire  rents,  the  least  the  Local  Qovem- 
ment  Board  could  do  was  to  compel  their 
own  officials  to  act  impartially,  and 
neither  allow  the  gombeen  man  to  be 
the  relieving  officer,  or  the  evicting  land- 
lord to  preside  at  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, with  porertorefusethedolewhioh 
the  Guardians  were  willing  to  gire. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  concurred  with 
his  hoD.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  in  thanking  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  for  adding  to  the  chaige  they 
had  made  against  this  Department  re- 
garding  Mr.  Elliott  the  force  of  his  de- 
served reputation  in  the  House.  He 
had  risen  now,  however,  upon  another 
point,  as  he  presumed  it  would  be  con- 
venient for  the  Chief  Secretary  to  reply 
upon  every  question  that  might  be  sub- 
mitted to  him.  He  hoped,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  came  to  deal  with 
the  case  of  Mr.  Elliott,  that  he  would  be 
able  to  gire  assurances  that  it  would  be 
dealt  with  not  only  justly,  but  promptly. 
The  subject  to  which  he  desired  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  was  the 
working  of  the  Labourers'  Act  of  last 
year.  A  Committee  was  at  present  en- 
gaged in  investigating  the  operation  of 
that  Aet ;  and  although  it  had  only  sat 
for  one  day,  and  there  were  only  two 
witnesses  examined,  and  those  two  wit- 
nesses officials  of  the  Department — its 
Vice  President  and  Legal  Adviser — the 
evidence  given  established  every  demand 
which  had  been  made  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Aot.  Their  claims  that  the 
matter  should  be  promptly  dealt  with, 
and  dealt  with  at  the  Autumn  Session, 
were  iiresistible,  after  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Sdeot  Oommittee.  They  had 
the  broad  fact  admitted  that,  while  a 
labourer  oonid  only  be  expected  to  pay 
1«.  a-week,  or  £2  12<.  for  his  house  and 
plot,  that  house  and  plot  would  cost  the 
thuudians  £100,  or       It.  ft-yaar. 


Thus  Ibey  had  iho  astonishing  faxA  that 
these  cottages  conld  only  be  built  for 
tiie  labourer  on  the  condition  that  the 
ratepayers  of  the  district  paid  more  than, 
half  the  sum  annually  which  th^  had 
cost.  What  had  been  the  result?  A 
question  was  asked  in  the  Committee 
that  day,  not  by  an  Irish  Member,  but 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Petorborougli 
( Mr.  S.  Buxton),  which  showed  a 
startling  result.  Evidence  had  been 
given  by  the  Yice  President  uf  the  Local 
Govemment  Board  that  the  Aot  had 
been  confined  in  its  operation  to  the  two 
Provinces  of  Leinster  and  Monster,  and 
there  had  not  been  a  single  attempt  in 
the  Province  of  Connaught  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  nor  in  the 
Province  of  Ulster.  The  hon.  Member 
who  put  the  question  naturally  remarked 
that  it  had  been  stated  in  evidence  that 
the  labourers  of  Connaught  were  in  a 
much  worse  plight  than  in  any  oibm 
Province,  and  the  reply  was,  ''Cer- 
tainly." Therefore,  the  only  dednetioa 
to  be  made  from  the  facts  was  tiiat  this 
Act  for  the  relief  of  the  labourers  had 
not  once  been  carried  out  in  the  PxO' 
vines  in  which  it  was  most  required. 
He  believed  that  the  representation  he 
made  would  be  corroborated  by  every 
Member  of  the  Committee.   

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER. (Mr.  Childbes)  rose  to  Order. 
It  was  not  in  Order  to  discuss  the  evi- 
dence given  before  a  Oommittee  that  had 
not  yet  reported. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  so.  Such 
a  disoussion  is  out  of  Order.  If  the 
Committee  has  not  reported,  the  hon. 
Member  is  not  entitled  to  refer  to  ^e 
evidence  before  it. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  was 
sorry  that  the  right  hon.  (^ntleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  hare 
felt  it  his  duty  to  stand  Upon  a  technical 
point  ae  to  the  propriety  of  bringing 
these  facts  before  the  Committee.  He 
had  been  simply  anxious  to  point  ont 
one  or  two  facts  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  labourers  in  Ireland  upon 
which  the  operation  of  the  Labourera' 
Act  could  be  discuBsed.  He  was  also 
anxious  to  discuss  the  subject  on  the 
present  oooasion,  which  was  probably 
the  only  opportunity  that  would  present 
itself.  He  had  no  wish  to  add  to  the 
already  heavy  burdens  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ^e  Chief 
Seontaiy  to  the  Loid  litntenaa*  of  Ire* 
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Zand ;  and,  oonndering  &e  time  that 
this  diwaasion  would  ocoapy,  he  should 
certainly  not  exceed  the  umits  of  pro- 
priety. In  aocordauce  with  the  ruling 
of  the  Chairman,  he  should  not,  of  coarse, 
refer  to  the  eridence  giren  before  the 
Committee,  but  would  merely  put  the 
Committee  in  possession  of  facts  which 
were  matters  of  notoriety.  It  was  per- 
fectly well  known  that  as  long  as  the 
Goremment  continued  to  charge  this 
high  rate  of  interest  the  Labourers'  Act 
would  be  a  dead  letter.  He  would  sub- 
mit this  point  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  rose  to  Order. 
It  had  always  been  considered  con- 
trary to  the  courtesy  due  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  that  a  subject 
should  be  taken  out  ot  their  han^  and 
made  a  matter  for  discussion  in  that 
Hoase  before  the  Oommittee  had  re- 
ported. It  was  a  role  of  courtesy  which 
tiie  House  had  always  observed  daring 
the  many  years  he  had  occupied  a  posi- 
tion in  the  House,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
eootinue. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  there 
was  scarcely  anything  he  would  not  do 
&r  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
spoken,  except  vote  for  a  Motion  which 
he  had  dropped  for  some  years.  He 
would  reserve  the  observations  he  was 
about  to  make  until  the  Committee  had 
reported ;  but  he  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  put 
the  Committee  in  poesession  of  facts 
that  were  within  his  knowledge,  and  to 
oontroTert  his  statements  if  he  found 
tiiem  to  be  incorrect.  He  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it 
was  not  a  fiuit  that,  up  to  the  present, 
not  a  single  house  had  oeen  built  under 
the  Labourers'  Act  of  last  year  ?  He 
asserted  that  this  was  the  case,  and 
that,  perhaps,  rery  good  reasons  could 
be  given  for  it.  He  also  asked  him  to 
oontroTert  this  statement — that  a  large 
number  of  the  Unioos  in  Ireland  re- 
fused to  carry  that  Act  into  operation, 
because  the^  considered  that  the  ex- 
pense of  doing  so  would  be  excessive  ; 
and  he  would  further  ask  him  to  state 
whether  or  not  it  was  correct  that  a 
large  number  of  the  Unions  which  had 
eairied  their  schemes  so  far  as  to  have 
obtained  the  signature  of  the  Local  Go- 
TBmment  B<Hurd  and  the  sanction  of 
both  HimtftT  o<  Farliamsnt— whether  he 
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was  not  strongly  of  opinion  that  a  la^ 
number  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  al- 
though they  had  carried  the  matter  to. 
the  final  stage,  would  not  go  to  the  ex- 
pense of  potting  their  schemes  into  ope- 
ration ?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  shrank,  owing  to  the  ex- 
cessive cost  imposed  by  the  Government, 
from  applying  for  money  to  carry  out  a 
work  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  a  lazge  number  of 
houses  would  not  be  built  which  would 
have  been  built  had  the  rate  of  interest 
been  less.  What  did  that  mean?  It 
meant  that  the  12  months  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  Labourers'  Aot  was 
passed  had  been  to  a  large  extent 
wasted,  and  that  another  12  months 
would  be  wasted  likewise,  because,  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  County 
of  Cork  (Colonel  Colthurst)  would  know, 
with  regard  to  the  practical  operation 
of  the  ^t,  that  notices  under  the  exist- 
ing law  must  be  published  in  the 
months  of  September,  October,  and  No- 
vember. The  initiatory  step  was  to  pub- 
lish the  notices  in  those  months,  and 
unless  those  notices  were  so  published 
no  further  steps  could  be  taken  with  re- 
gard to  the  erection  of  cottages,  not 
only  with  respect  to  this  year,  but  also 
with  respect  to  next  year.  But  was  it 
not  a  fact  that  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
not  controvert  the  statement  which  he 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  made  most  posi- 
tively— namely,  that  all  the  probabilities 
pointed  out  that  not  a  single  Board  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland  would  publish  any 
notice  during  the  months  of  September, 
October,  and  November,  and  that  all  the 
facts  pointed  to  not  a  single  cottage 
being  built,  either  this  year  or  the  next, 
in  consequence  of  such  notioes  not  being 
given  f  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  knew  the  cause  as  well 
as  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  did.  The  cause 
was  that  the  people  of  Ireland  could 
not  imagine  that  the  Treasury  would  be 
so  extortionate,  or  that  the  Treasury 
would  be  so  foolish,  as  to  charge  a  rate 
of  iuterest  which  practically  prevented 
the  carrying  out  of  an  Act  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  which  all  parties  were  agreed. 
That  being  so,  the  people  of  Ireland  ex- 
pected further  legislation ;  they  had  a 
right  to  expect  it,  and  it  was  the  expec- 
tation of  that  legislation  which  suspended 
and  paralyzed  the  operation  of  the  Aot. 
He  eould  assure  the  Oommittee  that  ii 
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new  legidation  vas  not  brought  in  the 

Act  would  practically  remaia  a  dead 
letter.  Owing  to  circumstances  which 
he  dared  not  allude  to,  a  great  and  ex- 
traordinary opportunity  had  occurred  to 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  of  giving  that 
prompt  legislation  which  was  necessary 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act.  If  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  to  bring  in 
an  amending  Bill  daring  the  Autumn 
Session,  which  bad  been  promised,  to 
deal  with  points  on  which  there  was 
unanimity  of  opinion,  he  felt  sure  the 
Bill  would  pass  through  the  House  with- 
out any  opposition,  and  that  it  would 
become  law  in  time  for  the  different 
Boards  of  Guardians  throughout  the 
country  to  carry  out  the  Act  this  year. 
Finally,  he  most  earnestly  ui^ed  ^e 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
to  take  the  matter  into  his  favourable 
consideration,  so  that  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  might  proceed  with  their 
work ;  and,  still  more,  that  the  labourers 
who,  at  the  end  of  the  Autumn  Session, 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  added  to 
the  political  forces  of  the  country,  should 
feel  that  their  grievances  had  impressed 
themselves  on  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  .Autumn  Session 
would  bring  them  practical  relief. 

OoLONEL  NOLAN  said,  he  should  only 
detain  the  Committee  for  a  few  moments 
vhile  he  made  some  remarks  upon  a 
angle  point.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  in 
the  course  of  his  speech  had  made  one 
observation  with  reference  to  a  part  of 
this  Vote,  which  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  was 
unable  to  agree  with,  and  which  he 
thought  required  an  answer.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  had  spoken 
of  that  portion  of  the  voto  which  re- 
lated to  the  Medical  Department  as 
being  too  high,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  expended  in  England  under  the 
same  head.  He  thought,  however,  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  been  led  into  a 
mistake,  so  far  as  this  item  was  oon- 
cerned,  by  the  difference  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  Votes  of  the  two  countries 
were  framed.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they 
were  drawn  up  quite  differently.  The 
items  of  the  medical  portion  of  the  Vote 
relating  to  Ireland  were  drawn  up 
under  one  or  two  heads,  whereas  in  the 
English  Vote  they  were  spread  out 
under  several  heads,  and  it  was  that 
oinmmstance  which  he  beUered  had 


misled  the  hon.  Gentleman.  If  hoa. 
Members  would  look  at  the  Irish  Vote 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  total  amount 
for  medical  purposes  was  £96,400  ;  and 
if  they  took  the  English  Vote,  including 
registration,  it  was  £33,854.  He  did 
not  know  why  it  was,  but  the  medical 
expenditure  under  the  same  Vote  was 
£(43,500. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  said,  he  had 
not  alluded  to  the  Medical  Vote  at  all. 
He  had  referred  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Medical  Officers,  cost  of  drugs,  &o.,  and 
compared  them  with  the  oorrespondin^f 
items  in  the  English  Voto. 

Colonel  NoLAN  said,  he  still  thought 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  fallen  into  aa 
error,  because  the  Irish  Voto  undoubt- 
edly included  a  number  of  extraneous 
items.  There  was,  for  instance,  to  bo 
taken  into  aoconnt  the  expenditure  on 
public  vacdDation,  and  travelling  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  the  Medical 
Department,  which  were  not  charged  in 
the  same  way  in  the  English  Estimates. 
The  only  fair  mode  of  comparison  was 
to  add  up  all  the  English  medical  items 
and  ell  the  Irish  medical  items  and  then 
consider  the  balance ;  to  deal  with  them 
in  any  other  way  would  only  lead  to 
needless  dispute.  The  hon.  Member 
would  find  he  was  correct  in  stating  that 
the  whole  of  the  Irish  medical  items 
were  £96,000,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
English  medical  items  amounted  to 
£33,854,  adding,  as  he  had  before  men- 
tioned, the  registration  chaise,  which  it 
was  only  fair  to  include.  The  propor- 
tion was,  therefore,  as  three  to  one 
between  the  Irish  and  English  Votes. 
It  might  be  said  that  the  Irish  popula- 
tion was  one-third  of  the  English  popu- 
lation ;  but  he  thought  that  the  Medical 
Service  of  a  country  should  be  to  a 
certoin  extent  regulated  by  area,  and 
that  it  should  not  rest  upon  population 
alone.  There  was  another  considera- 
tion to  be  kept  in  view  in  comparing 
the  Medical  Votes  of  England  and  Ire- 
land. Ireland  was  the  poorer  country 
of  the  two,  and  amongst  the  reasons 
why  she  was  poor  was  the  fact  that 
almost  all  the  great  public  esteblish- 
ments,  the  prisons,  dockyards — in  fact, 
most  of  the  good  things  out  of  which  the 

fteople  could  earn  money — were  in  Eng- 
and.  Finally,  although  in  respect  of 
this  Vote  he  would  allow  that^rtmd  faei* 
the  Irish  people  were  bettor  off  than  the 
English  people,  yet,  fi)r  the  reasons  he 
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had  advanced,  he  contended  that  they 
enjoyed  no  undue  auperiority. 

CoLONKL  C0LTHUE8T  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  right  bon.  Qentleman 
and  the  Committee  to  a  very  important 
point  in  connection  with  the  Catholic 
children  in  one  of  the  Northern 
Irish  Unions.  He  might  also  mention 
another  Union  in  which  the  Board  of 
Gnardians  had  persistently  refused,  up 
to  within  the  last  few  weeks,  to  do  their 
duty  in  this  respect.  He  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  sayiDg  that  if  these  things 
occorred  in  the  various  Unions  it  showed 
the  necessity  of  giving  some  power  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  deal 
with  matters  of  this  kind.  He  thought 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  was  not 
quite  fair  in  his  strictures  on  what  he 
(Colonel  Colthurst)  had  said  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  say  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  were  to  over-ride  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  either  in  England 
or  in  Ireland  ;  but  he  did  think  that 
some  Central  Body  should  ha?e  the 
power  of  redressing  the  grievances  of 
any  helpless  class  of  people  who  had 
not  the  means  of  redressing  those 
grievances  themselves.  He  thought  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  should 
have  the  power  to  compel  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  to  bring  up  Catholic  children 
in  like  manner  desired ;  and  he  hadalways 
regretted  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  did  not  use  the  power 
which  he  undoubtedly  possessed  in  the 
direction  indicated.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  to  supersede  Guardians 
who  did  not  do  justice  to  the  Catholic 
children  in  the  workhouses,  he  believed 
that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  remedy- 
ing the  evil  complained  of,  and  that  the 
power  would  only  have  to  be  exercised 
once  or  twice. 

Ma.  DEASY  said,  he  quite  agreed 
with'  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  the  County  of  Cork  (Colonel  Colt- 
hurst)  that  it  was  desirable  that  the 
Local  Goremment  Board  should  possess 
the  powers  necessary  to  compel  Boards 
of  Gnardians  to  do  their  duty  with  re- 
spect to  Catholic  children  in  work- 
houses. There  were  several  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland  who  were  not  dis- 
posed to  act  properly  towards  the  poor ; 
and  it  was  a  fiict  that  those  Boards  of 
Gnardians  were  mainly  composed  of  per- 
KHU  bdonging  to  tike  dan  who  were 


against  the  people — that  was  to  say, 
they  were  mainly  composed  of  landlords 
and  a(^ents.  It  would  be  well,  under 
such  circumstances,  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  should  use  its  powers 
impartially,  and  that,  if  the  powers 
which  they  at  present  possessed  were 
found  to  be  insufficient  for  the  object  in 
view,  further  powers  should  be  given. 
He  maintained,  however,  that  at  present 
the  balance  of  opinion  in  Ireland  was 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  ex- 
ercised the  powers  vested  in  them 
in  an  arbitrary  and  despotic  man- 
ner, and  unduly  hampered  Boards  of 
Gnardians  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  He  was  of  that  opinion  himself ; 
it  was  the  result  of  his  own  experience, 
because,  when  he  was  a  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dian, he  had  often  been  involved  in 
controversies  with  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who  were  constantly  interfering 
with  and  overthrowing  the  work  of  the 
Nationalist  Guardians.  If  the  Guardians 
wanted  to  change  their  rules,  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  sore  to  send 
down  an  order  to  prevent  their  doing  so. 
The  case  of  the  Cork  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, he  believed,  had  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland.  On  a  recent  occasion 
a  matter  of  importance  was  brought 
before  that  Board,  and  it  was  looposed 
by  the  Ghxardiansto  institute  a  neoeseai^ 
reform  in  connection  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  out-door  relief.  It  had 
been  found  that  the  question  of  out- 
door relief  was  becoming  very  impor- 
tant, and  more  pressing  year  by  year, 
and  that  it  was  impossible,  under  the 
system  in  force  in  Ireland,  to  keep  any- 
thing like  an  adequate  check  upon  the 
relieving  oflRcer.  The  amount  of  out- 
door relief  in  the  Cork  Union  was 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  £2, 000 or  £3,000 
a-year,  which  so  alarmed  the  Guardians 
that  they  appointed  a  small  Committee 
to  consider  the  matter  and  report  to  the 
Board  the  advisability  of  altering  the 
existing  arraugement.  He  remembered 
that,  after  many  days  of  labour,  the  Com- 
mittee brought  in  an  important  Report 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Board,  and 
adopted  by  them  unanimously  after  two 
days*  consideration.  The  Local  (Jovem- 
ment  Board  were  then  asked  to  give  their 
sanction  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  ;  but  they  refused  to  do  so, 
without  giving  any  adequate  reiison. 
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Uemoiials  vere  addressed  to  them 
asking  them  to  reconsider  their  decision 
in  the  interest  of  the  ratepajers;  but 
ihey  refused  to  agree  to  the  pro- 
posal. He  said  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  undulj  exercised  their 
powers  on  the  occasion  he  had  referred 
to.  There  were  several  other  cases  of 
a  similar  character  which  he  might  draw 
attention  to ;  but  he  would  abstain  from 
so  doing,  because  be  had  no  desire  un- 
neeessarily  to  prolong  the  present  discus- 
sion. With  regard  to  the  industrial 
training  of  children  in  workhouses, 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Cork  County  had  just  alluded  to,  the 
question  was  perhaps  of  more  importance 
than  any  which  could  be  brought  before 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  that 
Vote.  Unquestionably,  it  was  impossible 
to  train  these  children  properly  in  the 
workbouses,  the  Guardians  having  no 
fSacilities  for  giving  them  an  industrial 
education,  because  there  was  no  power 
to  compel  pauper  children  in  Ireland  to 
leam  anyparticular  trade.  Even  if  a  boy 
were  put  to  atrade  in  an  Irish  workhouse, 
and  he  desired  at  the  end  of  a  week  or 
a  fortnight  to  give  it  up  and  lead  a  life 
of  idleness,  the  Board  of  Giurdians  had 
no  power  to  make  him  go  to  work ;  they 
were  obliged  to  let  him  have  his  own 
way,  and  the  result  was  that  the  boy 
grew  up  to  become  a  burden  on  the  com- 
munity. He  believed,  then,  that  if  in- 
creased powers  were  given  to  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  Ireland,  the  desire  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Clonmel  (Mr. 
Moore)  would  be  met,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  boys  taught  to  earn  their  living. 
In  that  way  the  able-bodied  men,  whom, 
under  the  existing  system,  it  was  im- 
possible to  keep  out  of  the  workhouses, 
would  no  longer  be  found  seeking  ad- 
mission. If  those  men  had,  in  their 
childhood,  been  sent  to  some  school 
altogether  removed  from  the  evil  in- 
fluences of  the  workhouses,  he  believed 
they  would  have  become  useful  members 
of  society  instead  of  what  they  were, 
merely  burdens  on  the  ratepayers.  Un- 
fortunately, the  people  he  was  speak- 
ing of  coDstttuted  a  very  large  class,  of 
whom  it  might  be  said  that,  whenever 
they  were  not  in  the  workhouse,  they 
were  in  gaol ;  and  he  believed  that  until 
Parliament  gave  facilities  to  board 
out  children,  or  to  purchase  and  endow 
schools  fat  the  industrial  training  of 
pauper  children,  this  unfortauate  state 


of  things  would  continue.    There  was 
another  matter  to  which  he  should  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  and 
that  was  the  position  of  able-bodied 
women  in  the  workhonsesinlreland.  The 
Guardians  had  it  in  their  power  to  sepa- 
rate fallen  and  abandoned  women  m>m 
those  who  were  innocent  and  virtaous, 
and  this  was  done  in  a  number  of  work- 
houses, although  it  was  neglected  in 
others.    Now,  he  said  there  was  no 
reason  why  the  Local  Government  Board 
should  not  insist  upon  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  throughout  the  country  carry- 
ing out  the  rule  of  separation;  and  he 
believed  that  if  it  were  done  it  would  at 
once  put  a  stop  to  the  demoralization 
amongst  women  which  went  on  in  cer- 
tain workhouse  in  Ireland.    He  com- 
plained that   the  Local  Government 
Board  exercised  their  powers   in  a 
manner  which  was  not  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers,  and  which 
did  not  lead  to  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
having  any  oon6dence  in  the  Local  Go* 
vemment  Board.    Let  the  Committee 
consider  a  case  in  connection  with  the 
Einsale  Workhouse  which  occurred  a 
short  time  ago.    It  was  proposed  that 
nuns  should  be  introduced  into  the 
workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
charge  of  the  hospital,  and  a  resolution 
was  unanimously  carried  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to  that  e£Fect;  but  the 
Local  Government  Board  refused  to 
sanction  the  arrangement  unless  a  sepa- 
rate building  was   erected   for  their 
accommodation  outside  the  workhouse; 
though  there  was  ample  room  within  the 
building,  as  would  be  seen  when  he 
stated  tbat  the  Kinsale  Workhouse  was 
built  for  600  inmates  and  only  contained 
120  at  present.    He  would  like  to  know 
why  one  rule  was  made  for  the  work- 
house he  was  referring  to,  and  another 
rule  for  the  workhouse  at  Cork,  where 
the  nuns  had  been  admitted  and  had 
given  satisfaction  to  everyone  ?   It  was 
clear  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  no  reason  but  an  imaginary  one 
for  refusing  to  admit  the  nuns  in 
the  first  case  he  had  mentioned.  He 
had  had  some  experience  himself  of 
the  powers  of  the  Local  Government 
Board;  and  he  thought  that  the  way 
in  which  they  performed  their  duties 
generally,   with   regard   to  the  Poor 
Law,  was  extremely  objectionable.  Fur- 
ther, he  contended  that  some  rules 
dionld  be  laid  down  both  for  the  goid- 

Digilized  by  Google 


89  Supply— CkH 


(July  22,  18S4I        8«rvie*  SitiwuiUt.  90 


anoe  of  tha  Department,  of  Boards  of 
Oaardians,  and  of  the  Auditors.  When 
some  of  the  best  men  in  the  land  were 
thrown  into  prison  on  suspicion  by  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster),  at  that 
time  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
traant  of  Ireland,  it  was  found  neces- 
Buj  in  some  cases  to  relieve  the  families 
of  many  of  those  men  ;  and  resolutions 
vere  passed  in  the  usual  manner,  at 
MTeral  Boards,  aathoriziDg  the  Quar- 
diana  to  give  I5«.  or  £1  a*  week  for  that 
purpoae.  The  Local  <}0TerDment  Board 
had  Uiose  reeolntions  before  them ;  they 
never  made  any  objection  to  them ;  they 
did  not  object  to  the  amount  of  money 
TQted,  nor  did  they  give  the  Ouardians 
the  slightest  intimation  that  they  were 
likely  to  be  surcharged  for  any  portion 
of  the  item  of  relief  in  question.  But 
when  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  had 
token  place,  the  Guardians  unezpeotedly 
found  themselres  surcharged  to  a  very 
coofliderable  amount.  In  Cork  Union 
the  sum  was  not  very  large ;  but  in  Mid- 
dleton  Union  the  Chairman  was  aur- 
cfaa^ed  to  the  amount  of  £44.  A  re- 
solution was  sent  to  the  Local  Govem- 
ment  Board,  asking  that  the  influence 
of  the  Department  might  be  used  with 
the  Auditors  to  have  the  surcharge  re- 
mitted; but  the  Local  GoTomment 
Board  answered  that  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  influence  the  Auditor.  He 
(Hr.  J>easy)  was  surcharged  for  a  small 
sum  himself.  He  believed,  then,  that 
they  had  no  influence  with  tiie  Auditor ; 
if  he  had  known  at  first  as  much  as  he 
knew  then,  he  would  have  allowed  the 
Sheriff  to  proceed  against  him  for  the 
recoveiy  of  the  money  claimed.  When 
all  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  had  paid  the 
amount  with  which  they  had  been  sur- 
charged, on  account  of  the  families  of 
"  suspects,"  the  Local  Government  Board 
thought  it  expedient  to  exercise  that 
power  which  before  they  had  disclaimed, 
and  they  actually  induced  the  Auditors 
not  to  surcharge  certain  gentlemen  be- 
longing to  the  Orange  Society  on  account 
of  other  matters.  What  had  occurred  in 
Cork  Union  was  a  case  in  poiut.  A  gen- 
tlwnan,  a  member  of  the  Orange  Lodge 
and  wcdl  known  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Uember  for  the  County  of  Cork  (Colonel 
CoUhnrst),  was  aoroharged  for  having 
giTen  rehef  to  persona  who  were  not 
I^all7  entitled  to  reoeiTe  it ;  he  knew  at 
tM  time  he  gave  tba  leUef  that  it  was 


given  illegally ;  he  knew  that  it  was  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  as  unlawful,  and  that  the 
Auditors  could  surcharge  him  with  the 
amounts.  But  the  Local  Government 
Board  having  interfered  in  his  behalf, 
the  surcharge  was  not  enforced.  Their 
action  in  reference  to  that  affair  showed 
that  the  statement  that  they  had  nocon- 
trol  over  the  Auditor  was  not  true.  He 
would  give  another  instance  in  support 
of  his  argument.  Three  Governors  of 
the  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum  were 
Borohargad  £33  by  the  Government 
Auditor,  which  they  refused  to  pay; 
and,  although  the  Hiddleton  magistrates 
gave  a  decree  for  the  amount,  we  sur- 
charge was  not  enforced.  Those  gentle- 
men were,  of  course,  Orangemen.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  do  well  to  lay  down 
some  rule  for  the  guidance  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  the  administration  of  the 
rates,  so  that  they  might  know  when 
they  were  acting  legally  or  otherwise. 
It  was  monstrous  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  whioh  had  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  in  question  be- 
fore them  week  after  week,  should  have 
left  those  Guardians  to  act  in  an  illeeal 
mannOT,  without  Informing  them  of  tae 
fact.  If  they  had  had  any  notion 
that  the  r^ef  they  were  giving  was 
Ulegal  they  would  nave  adopted  some 
other  means ;  but  the  Local  Government 
B«ud  gave  them  not  the  slightest  inti- 
mation that  their  actim  was  illegaL 
There  was  another  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  that  was  the  way  in  whioh 
the  pauper  lunatics  were  treated  in  the 
lunatic  wards  in  the  workhouses  in  Ire- 
land. He  did  not  think  any  question 
more  important,  because  of  the  helpless- 
ness of  these  people,  could  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House.  Harmless  luna- 
tics were  invariably  sent  to  the  work- 
houses, and  there  was  practically  no 
provision  made  for  them.  There  was 
a  kind  of  classification  ;  but  it  was  not 
at  all  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  nurses 
knew  nothing  about  the  treatment 
of  such  people,  and  there  were  no 
doctors  whose  profession  it  was  to 
attend  them;  and,  on  the  whole,  the 
chances  of  their  recovery  in  these  work- 
house wards,  to  say  nothing  of  com- 
fort for  them,  were  hopeless.  In  1879, 
a  Beport  was  presented  by,  ha  believed, 
a  Sueot  Committee  aj^winted  by  tha 
late  ConsOTvatiTe  Goremment,  whioh 
recommeoded  thai  certain  workhouses 

Digilized  by  Google 


91  Supplff — Civii 


{OOMMONSJ  Servies  EttimaUt.  951 


in  certain  districfs  should  be  set  aside 
altogether  for  the  treatment  of  these  un- 
fortunate people.  There  was  no  reason 
why  that  recommendation  should  not  be 
carried  out,  because  the  workhouses  in 
some  parts  of  the  conntry — Kinsale,  for 
instance — were  not  filled  to  one-seTontb, 
or  even  one-tenth  of  their  capacity.  If 
that  plan  was  adopted,  these  poor  people 
would  be  treated  properly,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  there  would  more  cases  of  re- 
covery than  otherwise.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  disgraceful  things  conceirable 
that  these  people  should  not  be  properly 
treated,  bat  should  be  huddled  together 
with  no  proper  provision  being  made  for 
their  treatment.  This  was  a  matter 
which  he  would  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  consider,  for  it  was  really  one  of  great 
importance.  He  did  not  wish  to  say 
anything  on  the  subject  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan)  as  to  cholera  patients, 
except  that  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  ho^itals  should  be  provided  for 
them.  La  the  City  of  Cork  there  was  a 
hospital  set  aside  for  cholera  patients 
should  an  epidemic  break  out ;  but  that 
was  not  the  case  in  Bandon  and  other 
places  in  the  county,  and  should  there  be 
an  epidemic  in  Ireland,  no  provision 
having  been  made  for  the  treatment  of 
the  patients,  results  of  a  serious  nature 
would  follow.  He  hoped  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  would  consider  the  few  points 
he  had  ventured  to  place  before  the 
Committee,  and  particularly  that  with 
regard  to  the  pauper  lunattos.  There 
were  several  other  matters  to  which  he 
would  not  now  advert ;  but  he  could  not 
avoid  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
Inspectors  under  the  Explosives  Acts. 
The  Boards  of  Guardians  had  to  pay 
these  Inspectors;  but  the  Inspectors 
were  appointed  by  the  magistrates  of 
Petty  Sessions,  who  got  one  of  their 
own  friends  to  apply  for  the  office,  then 
appointed  him,  and  no  soooer  was  he 
appointed  than  they  raised  his  salary; 
but  the  Guardians  had  to  pay ;  aud, 
should  they  refuse  to  do  so,  all  the  ma- 
gistrates had  to  do  was  to  make  an  order 
on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Union,  who 
should  regard  such  an  order  as  a  first 
charge  on  the  balance  to  the  credit  of 
the  Guardians,  and  if  there  was  no 
balance  at  the  time  the  order  was  pre- 
sented, he  was  bound  to  pay  it  out  of 
the  first  monies  receiTed  by  him.  He 
refsned  to  this  matter,  beoanse  much 


irritation  had  been  caused  to  the  Cork 
Guardians  by  the  manner  in  which  these 
Inspectors  had  been  appointed,  and  their 
salaries  increased.  They  knew  that  this 
bad  been  done  in  the  interests  of  a  class  ; 
and  if  the  Local  Government  Board 
permitted  the  injustice  to  continue, 
they  would  forCeit  altogether  what  little 
confidence  the  Irish  people  had  in  them. 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  objected  to  the  Local  Govern-  . 
meat  Board  as  a  Central  Controlling 
Authority.  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  some  such  Central  Auliiority ; 
but  what  he  did  object  to  was  that  in 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  particularly 
in  Unions  where  Nationalist  Guardians 
held  the  balance  of  power,  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  increased  their 
authority  in  an  objectionable  manner. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  lay 
down  some  rule  which  wonld  cheok 
the  action  of  the  Department ;  if  they 
did,  they  would  find  that  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  throughoutthe  South  em  coun- 
ties, and  particularly  if  the  Election  of 
Guardians  Bill  then  before  the  House 
was  passed,  would  do  their  duty  fairly. 

Mr.  TREYELYAN  said,  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Deasy)  were 
very  interesting  in  several  particulars, 
,and  not  the  least  to  htm  in  the  sentence 
with  which  ^e  hon.  Member  concluded. 
Standing  on  the  threshold  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  Bill,  to  which  some  little 
time  bad  been  devoted,  he  must  ear- 
nestly express  the  hope  that  it  would 
become  an  Act  that  Session ;  because  if 
it  did,  not  only  would  great  benefits  be 
conferred  on  the  Irish  people,  but  some 
of  the  most  critical  and  intricate  contro- 
versies to  which  allusion  had  been  made 
would  be  closed  once  and  for  ever.  The 
hon.  Member  had  discussed  at  some 
length  the  questions  started  by  other 
hon.  Gentlemen;  but  towards  the  end  of 
his  speech  he  referred  to  the  position  of 
the  Explosives  Acts,  and  to  the  ineffi- 
cient manner  in  which  they  were  carried 
out.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  come 
provided  with  papers  and  statistics  for 
all  these  points,  aud  he  had  no  time  to 
inform  himself  as  the  discussion  went 
on ;  but  upon  this  point  he  remembered 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
considerable  powers,  and  that  complaints 
had  frequenuy  been  made — in  private, 
he  must  say — of  the  expensive  character 
of  the  In^Motors  under  the  ExpUtsives 
Aots.  He  should  be  glad  to  reo^TV 

Digilized  by  VjOOQI^ 


93 


[JtTLT  32,  1884J 


94 


Ikiots  from  hon.  G^nUemeDf  and  to  con- 
fer with  them  either  in  private  or  in 
public ;  but  the  direction  which  recom- 
mendations lately  made  to  him  had 
taken  was  the  control  of  the  police  in 
this  matter.  Whether  that  was  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Member  he  should  be 
carious  to  learn ;  but  there  were  many 
hon.  Members  who  were  inclined  to 
think  it  would,  perhaps,  be  the  most 
economical  and  the  most  efficient  system. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cionmel  (Mr. 
Moore),  touching  point  after  point  which 
were  afterwards  filled  in  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Cork  County 
(Colonel  Coltharst),  argaed  against  the 

§ resent  workhouse  system,  which  he 
lought  was  too  faTourable  to  those 
persons  who  he  considered  ought  not  to 
be  in  workhouses  at  alt,  but  should  be 
supporting  themselvee  by  their  own 
labour,  and  which,  on  the  other  hand, 
bore  too  hardly  upon  people  who  ought 
to  be  in  the  workhouses  at  the  public 
expense.  Idlers,  he  said,  were  allowed 
to  freqaent  the  workhouses;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  others  who  ought  to 
be  supported  by  the  public  on  account 
of  their  infirmities  were  neglected.  He 
oould  not,  faowerer,  but  think  that  the 
arrangements  made  were  not  far  off  the 
mark,  and  the  proper  mediums  had  been 
stmck.  The  main  principle  upon  which 
these  workhouses  were  conducted,  and 
tiie  arrangement  drawn  up  was,  that 
idlers  who  could  support  themselTes  by 
sound  labour  should  be  deterred  from 
applying  for  relief  to  the  workhouses 
by  the  restnctions  imposed.  These  re- 
strictions must  be  uniform.  If  there 
was  to  be  a  real  test  of  whether  a  person 
should  or  should  not  be  supported  by 
the  public,  it  must  be  a  uniform  test ; 
and  a  nniform  test  would  always  admit 
some  persons  who  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted, and,  at  the  same  time,  perhaps, 
bear  a  little  hard  on  others  who  deserved 
better  treatment ;  but  he  thought  it  was 
not  yet  proved  that  &e  workhouses  of 
^luid,  any  more  than  those  of  Eng- 
land, encouraged  a  great  number  of 
idlers  to  throw  themselTee  on  the  public 
charge ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
personal  discomibrts  and  vexations  of 
being  snpptnted  in  the  workhouses 
were  of  such  a  character  as  to  beur 
hardlj  on  persons  who  were  pauper  in- 
mates. The  hon.  Member  refen^  to 
^e  lunatic  wards,  and  in  that  respect 
nadoabtedlT  it  would  be  well  if  some 
xenedy  ooud  be  applied.  It  was  a  most 


painful  sight  to  see  these  unfortunate 
I  people  collected  in  small  bodies — with 
I  the  air  of  depression  which  such  persons 
I  usually  bore— where  they  were  a  small 
I  isolated  section  of  the  larger  body,  the 
I  great  majority  of  whom  were  sane.  The 
lunatics  were  few,  and  were  probably  in 
the  charge  of  persona  who  were  not  pro- 
fessionally acquainted  with  the  manner 
in  which  they  ought  to  be  treated,  and 
their  condition  was  certainly  hopeless 
and  distressing.  With  regard  to  the 
pauper  children,  the  same  remarks  ap- 
plied,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  many 
cases,  must  apply  necessarily,  and  in 
this  case  it  was  yet  more  painful.  It 
was  a  sad  sight  to  see  8  or  10,  or  15, 
or  20  poor  little  children  being  taught 
with  few  of  those  appliances  which  oould 
be  obtained  in  larger  establishments. 
Their  number,  and  the  distressing  cha- 
racter of  their  condition  were,  no  doubt, 
painful.  In  this  case,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  lunatics,  it  would  be  better  if 
they  could  in  the  one  case  adopt  the 
English  system,  and  hare  large  work- 
house schools ;  while  in  the  case  of  the 
lunatics  it  was  well  worth  considering 
whether  they  could  be  congregated  in  a 
central  worUiouse.  But  it  must  be  al- 
lowed that  in  all  thrae  cases  the  eon- 
sidwation  eame  in  that  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  Treasaxy  were  rigorously 
applied,  and  that  evexy  alteration  of 
system  in  the  direction  of  a  more  plea- 
sant life,  and  more  efficient  training, 
and  more  healthy  maintenance  was  liable 
to  cost  money,  and  they  must  be  very 
careful  that  in  their  desire  to  obey  the 
dictates  of  philanthropy,  they  did  not 
put  on  the  ratepayers  a  burden  which 
people  who  had  a  right  to  be  represented 
might  be  unwilling  to  adopt.  The  hon. 
Member  had  spoken  of  the  inferior  class 
of  teachers  in  the  Irish  workhouses ; 
but  unfortunately  the  supply  of  qualified 
teachers  had  long  been  very  deficient  in 
Ireland.  It  was  most  distressing  in  the 
elementary  schools  to  800  how  few  of 
the  teachers  at  that  moment  really  had 
such  qualifications  as  would  be  consi- 
dered necessary  in  England,  and  eren, 
perhaps,  in  Scotland;  bnt  npon  that 
point  the  Oorenunent  had  dean  hands, 
beeanse  the  real  prime  cause  of  this  de- 
pression in  Irish  edueation  was  the  want 
of  training.  The  causes  of  that  want 
of  training  were  w^  known  to  all  Irish 
Members,  and  those  oatises  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  their  very  best  tctremore. 
J  As  time  went  on,  he  (^CMf^C 
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tiiat  had  been  taken  would  c&nse  an 

improTement,  and  thej  might  hope  that 
after  the  elementary  schools  had  been 
supplied  the  Standard  might  go  on  im- 
proving lower  down  the  scale,  and  the 
workhoQseB  might  get  supplied  with 
better  teachers.  But  the  hon.  Member 
likewise  spoke  of  the  industrial  training, 
and  on  that  point  he  charged  the  Loc^ 
Ooremment  Board  with  not  having  fur- 
thered it.  The  Board  might  not,  per- 
haps, have  done  all  in  their  power  to 
further  it ;  but  they  had  not  prevented 
the  Guardians  in  any  case  from  estab- 
lishing industrial  training.  He  was  un- 
willing to  anticipate  whatever  discussion 
there  might  be  on  the  Vote  for  Industrial 
Schools ;  but  the  hon.  and  gallantMember 
for  Ghilway  (Oolonel  Nolan)  had  spoken 
of  the  extreme  parsimony  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  ffooa  many  years  past,  in  re- 
fusing to  alkw  more  industriu  schools  to 
be  started  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lantMember was  well  aware  that  the  par- 
simony he  complained  of  had  not  resulted 
in  Ireland  being  ill-used,  as  compared 
with  the  Sister  Island,  because  inEugland 
and  in  Wales  the  proportion  of  money 
per  head  for  industnal  schools  was  only 
3  to  1,  as  against  the  proportion  in  Ire- 
land ;  whereas  the  proportion  in  popula- 
tion was,  roughly  speaking,  twice  as  large, 
and  more  probably  6  to  1,  as  compared 
with  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber, as  he  understood  him,  proposed  to 
largely  relax  the  oonditione  under  which 
children  might  be  sent  to  industrial 
schools.  That  was  a  very  serious  ques- 
tion indeed.  It  would  result,  he  could 
see,  in  industrial  teaching,  at  the  public 
expense,  being  extended  over  almost 
the  whde  of  Irdand ;  and  it  was  quite 
obvious  that  many  hon.  Members,  in- 
cluding the  hon.  Member  forWc^ver- 
ham^ton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  would 
certainly  have  something  to  say  about 
the  great  body  of  Irish  children  being 
educated  on  a  system  which,  in  England, 
was  only  applied  to  those  who,  from  the 
unfortunate  circumstancesof  their  homes, 
had  no  chance  of  the  least  education. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
had  said  he  would  not  inflict  on  the 
Committee  a  speech  on  Union  rating  if 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  would  state  what 
the  views  of  the  Government  were  on 
that  subject — whether  they  proposed  to 
make  the  Union  Bating  Bill  a  measure 
tat  ancouiaging  indoor  relief,  and  dis- 
conxaging  outdoor  relid  in  ^dUod; 


or  whetiier  they  would  adopt  the  Eng- 
lish system  of  applying  Union  rating  to 
every  species  of  relibf.  He  could  see 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  a 
Bill  through  Parliament  for  a  limited 
and  partial  system  of  Union  rating.  In 
all  questions  in  which  the  two  countries 
oould  have  their  affairs  managed  on  the 
same  ^stem,  it  was  very  important  that 
the  greatest  possible  amount  of  simi- 
larity should  be  aimed  at.  The  Union 
Kating  Bill  in  England,  which  was 
passed  some  20  years  ago,  had  been,  on 
the  whole,  a  very  great  success ;  and 
the  tendency  in  England  during  those 
20  years  had  certainly  not  been  in  the 
direction  of  excessive  and  dissolute  out- 
door relief,  but  rather  the  opposite; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  althou^  by 
an  artificial  system  of  having  Union 
rating  ioit  indoor  relief,  and  mvisional 
rating  for  outdoor  relief,  when  once  they 
should  pau)  the  Bill  that  would  be  a 
system  he  oould  not  ask  Parliament  to 
adopt.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Galway  (Oolonel  Nolan)  had  referred 
to  a  question  upon  which  he  had  said 
something  at  Question  time,  and  asked 
what  measures  were  being  taken  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  provide 
hospitals  in  case  of  cholera.  In  that 
matter  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of 
activity,  and  the  policy  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  this — they  pro- 
posed first  to  rely  upon  the  existing 
hospitals.  Wherever  fever  hospitals 
existed  they  were  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  well  if  the  Guardians  were  to 
use  them  as  cholera  hospitals.  Where 
no  such  hospital  existed,  or  where  it  was 
inconveniently  or  dangerously  placed, 
or  where,  by  any  evil  chanoe,  the  ofaolera 
should  fall  npon  Ireland  severely,  and 
the  hospitals  were  ovovfilled,  and  room 
was  wanting — with  a  view  to  that  they 
had  caref  uUy  examined  what  measures 
had  been  adopted  in  England.  In  Eng- 
land advice  had  in  one  case  been  given 
by  the  English  Local  Government  Board 
in  the  shape  of  a  Memorandum  with 
regard  to  temporary  hospital  acrommo- 
dation.  That  was,  he  believed,  in  the 
year  1876,  and  the  advice  given  was 
that  the  authorities  should  resort  to  huts 
or  tents.  The  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland  had  been  adopting  measures 
for  ascertaining  where  tempOTary  hos- 
pitals miKht  be  most  rapidly  procured ; 
and  they  nad  ascwtainea  that  one  £og- 
lish  film  had  a  soffident  nunber  of 

Digilized  by  Google 


97  Supply — CVfffZ 


{Zxjvt  22,  1884}  Smiei  StHmattt.  98 


tents  XD.  store.  But  they  were  anxious 
to  lure  then  temporary  hospitfds  on 
tbe  spot,  and  they  had  applied  to  an 
Imh  firm  for  the  plan  of  a  hospital 
Tith  the  intention  of  at  once  furthering 
the  provision  of  hospitals  should  they 
be  needed.  For  immediate  purposes  he 
might  state  that  the  Government  had  in 
itore  16  Constabulary  huts  at  Phoenii 
Faik,  which  had  heen  inspected  by  In- 
epector  Mackay,  qnd  he  had  found  them 
admirably  suited  for  temporary  hospitals. 
They  would  accommodate  tire  patients 
each,  and  could  be  erected  in  a  few 
hours.  The  QoTemment  proposed  to 
hold  them  at  the  diff|^>osal  of  any  Sani- 
taiy  Author!^  that  might  require  them, 
and  they  would  be  willing  to  leave  the 
aoestion  of  payment  to  arbitration  ;  but 
u  would  see  that  this  most  necessary 
nrrice  was  pushed  forward  quickly,  be- 
cause he  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  and 
gillantUember  that  when  troubles  arose, 
irhether  through  the  inroad  of  disease,  or 
war,  or  famine,  the  difference  was  very 
great  between  having  provision  actually 
made  and  the  question  settled  of  autho- 
litj  and  responsibility  for  the  arrange- 
ments made,  and  these  things  not  being 
settled.  Qoing  back  to  the  question 
nith  which  this  discussion  commenced, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  made  some  general 
obiervations  as  to  the  conduct  of  per- 
nunent  officials  in  Ireland.  He  did  not 
acfaiowledge  the  justice  of  those  obser- 
Tatima,  because  he  doubted  whether  the 
hon.  Ifember  could  find  a  case  resem- 
Uing  that  which  they  had  been  now 
diacosring,  in  which  any  Ck>TemmeDt, 
English,  Scotch,  or  Irish,  had  acted  with 
more  decision  than  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment had  in  the  case  referred  to.  He 
did  not  know  what  measure  of  public 

r'  it  his  hon.  Friend  had ;  but  he 
aght  he  was  present  when  he  de- 
Khbed  the  action  of  the  Irish  Govem- 
nwat  in  that  case  as  an  earnest  of  what 
they  would  do  in  similar  cases,  and  he 
ihould  be  very  much  surprised  if  the 
hoQ.  Member  could  pick  any  hole  in  the 
tttion  of  the  Irish  GoTemment  in  that 
natter.  The  hon.  Member  said  that 
vhen  an  allegation  was  made  two  days 
vould  be  sufficient  to  settle  the  matter. 
She  hon.  Member  had  not  studied  the 
•ase  suffitnently ;  he  had  not  paid  eaffi- 
^t  attention  to  the  great  principle 
that  no  man  should  be  condemned  un- 
tned.  The  Executive  had  not  had  tiie 
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opportanify  yet  of  writing  to  Mr.  Elliott, 
to  ask  him  what  colour  he  placed  upon 
the  charge.  Till  the  Board  had  had  its 
meeting,  and  until  the  Executive  got 
a  reply  from  them,  they  would  not  have 
that  opportunity,  because  his  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan's)  recollection  of  the  matter  was 
that  the  first  official  intelligence  they 
had  that  anything  that  could  be  con- 
strued into  defalcations  had  existed  was 
contained  in  the  answer  which  the  Board 
of  Blackrook  Commissioners  returned  to 
their  first  letter,  and  it  was  immediately 
on  the  heels  of  that  answer  that  they 
sent  their  second  letter,  to  which  the 
Board  must  return  a  reply  after  thoir 
next  meeting. 

Mb.  UOLLOT  :  What  is  the  date  of 
that  letter  ? 

Mb.  TRETELYAN  stud,  he  had  not 
got  the  papers  with  him ;  he  was  not 
aware  the  subject  was  going  to  be 
started.  But  the  letters  of  the  Executive, 
whenever  they  were  written,  were  written 
very  soon  after  the  communication  was 
received  from  the  Blackrock  Commis- 
sioners. As  he  had  already  stated,  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly sluggish,  and,  consequently, 
in  the  last  resort,  he  should  propose  that 
the  matter  be  dealt  with  by  two  inde- 
pendent bodies.  However,  as  a  prac- 
tical result  of  this  discussion,  he  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
to  defer  the  Beport.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  done  much  good  by  comparing 
the  Estimates  of  the  one  country  with 
those  of  the  other,  and  he  (Mr.Trevelyau) 
would  be  extremely  glad  if  his  hon. 
Friend  could,  on  some  future  occasion, 
give  them  his  ideas  as  to  whether  a 
Tublic  Office  was  better  managed  by  a 
Board  or  by  a  Permanent  Secretary. 
But  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
the  salary  of  the  Yice  Fresident,  he 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  must  own  that  Mr. 
Bobinson's  responsibilities  and  duties 
were  not  more  than  adequately  repre- 
sented by  a  salary  of  £2,000  a-year. 
It  must  be  bome  in  mind  that  in  the 
English  Local  Government  Board  there 
were  two  Parliamentary  officers  who 
had  nothing  to  do  except  to  look  after 
that  Board.  In  the  Local  Govenunent 
Board  in  Ireland  there  was  only  one 
Parliamentary  offidal,  imd  he  was  the 
Chief  Secretary;  and  it  was  pret^  plain 
that  an  official  who  hft^uMi  j?<fe^le 
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beat  part  of  seren  months  in  each  year 
in  constant  attendance  in  Parliament  at 
Westminster,  occupied  frith  thebnsineBB 
of  many  different  Departments,  and  with 
an  amount  of  what  might  be  called 
Home  Office  Business  that  alone  would 
be  enough  to  Iceep  a  Minister  actively 
employed,  would  not  in  any  sense  be 
able  to  undertake  the  duties  of  a  Per- 
manent Supervisor  of  a  Department. 
Under  those  circumstances,  he  could  not 
say  that  the  Vice  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  at  all  orerpaid. 
His  hon.  Friend  spoke  of  the  very  large 
expenditure  on  medical  relief,  and  he 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  did  not  think  that  the 
answer  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  covered  the 
whole  ground.    The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway  put  it  down  to  the 
great  territorial  size  of  Ireland  as  com- 
pared with  her  population.   That  made 
Bome  difference,  no  doubt;  but  he  (Mr. 
Trevelyan)  should  say  that  the  difference 
in  the  expenditure  on  medical  relief  in 
the  two   countries  was  due  in  great 
measure  to  the  different  habits  of  the 
English  and  Irish  populations.  The 
dependence  of  the  Irish  people  upon  me- 
dical relief  provided  by  the  public  went 
undoubtedly  in  very  much  higher  classes, 
and  was  very  much  more  general,  than 
in  England,  and  was  at  least  one  main 
cause  of  the  very  great  proportionate 
expenditure  upon  medical  relief.  An 
indication  of  that  was  the  difference  in 
the  position  which  was  occupied  by  the 
public  dispenser  in  England  and  that 
occupied  by  the  public  dispenser  in  Ire- 
land.   The  dispenser  in  Ireland  de- 
pended to  a  great  extent  upon  a  public 
•alair;  but  in  England  he  depended 
chie^  upon  his  private  practice.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  re- 
ferred to  Beveral  cases  of  elections  in 
which  he  considered  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  not  acted  justly.  Now, 
the  Local  Government  Board  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  be  relieved  of  its 
functions  in  regard  to  elections.  Some 
80  or  90  contested  elections  were  brought 
to  be  tried  and  supervised  by  the  Local 
Gbvernment  Board  every  year.  The 
duty  was  one  that  was  extremely  in- 
vidious and  extremely  dif&cult  to  per- 
form, and  he  should  be  only  too  glad  if 
it  could  be  transferred  by  the  Bill, 
which  had  now  gone  to  "another  place," 
to  a  tribunal  which  was  well  fitted  to 
examine  into  the  questions  at  issae. 

Mr.  Trwelyan 


But  he  was  bound  to  say  that  whenever 
a  Question  had  been  asked  in  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  IxKal 
Government  Board  respecting  a  con- 
tested Poor  Law  election,  he  had  always 
gone  into  the  case,  and  he  had  generally 
found  that  this  idea  govomea  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Board — that  as  little  as 
possible  should  be  done  to  disturb  the 
result  of  elections  unless  what  had  taken 
place  was  of  a  nature  to  falsify  the  elec- 
tions.  The  Board  were  of  opinion  that 
defects  of  technical  legality  should  not 
be  pressed  too  hard  unless  thers  was 
some  reason  to  believe  they  occurred  of 
malice  aforetjioi^ht,  or  unless  the  resTilt 
of  the  elections  was  affected  by  them. 
He  could  not  say  he  had  found  any  case 
in  which  the  Eeturuing  Officer  was  se- 
riously to  blame  in  which  he  was  not 
reprimanded,  in  one  case  be  was  even 
dismissed ;  and  he  bad  not  known  any 
case  in  which  an  election  was  turned  hy 
illegality.    He  could  not  expect  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  agree  with  the  judgmmt 
of  the  Board  in  all  the  cases ;  but  the 
Board  had  performed  their  duty  to  the 
best  of  their  ability.  He  earnestly  hoped 
this  would  be  the  last  year  the  Board 
would  have  to  decide  election  disputes. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
spoke  of  the  Gweedore  evictions.  He 
should  not  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman 
into  that  part  of  bis  speech  in  which  he 
referred  to  the  relations  between  the 
landlord  and  the  tenants.    He  did  not 
want  to  entw  into  controversial  ques- 
tions, which  were  not  essential  to  the 
Vote ;  but  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  relieving  officer,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  he  had  s 
word  to  say.   The  hon.  Member  sud 
that  the  evictions  took  place  on  the  1st 
or  the  2nd  of  July,  but  mat  the  reliev- 
ing officer  did  not  transfer  the  peofde  to 
the  workhouse  untU  a  good  many  days 
had  passed.     The  relieving  officer  was 
specially  sent  by  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  on  Saturday,  the  5th 
of  July.    Up  to  that  time  he  conceived 
that  he  was  performing  his  duty  by  re- 
maining at  home,  ready  to  be  sent  over 
in  case  he  was  wanted  ;  and,  in  so  doiDg, 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  was  informed  he  was 
acting  strictly  legally.     The  rel'eving 
officer  had  been  long  resident  in  the 
district,  he  knew  well  the  circumstances 
of  the  people,  and  he  was  not  out  of 
sympatiiy  with  the  people.  31ieoharao- 
ter  g^ven  him  byuiosewho  knew  him 
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locally,  including,  he  (Mr.  Trerelyan) 
was  informed,  the  Catholic  clergy  of  the 
parish,  -was  that  he  was  a  kindly  and 
honest  man,  and  was  upright  and  gene- 
rous in  his  dealings  with  the  people. 
The  Local  Government  Board  were  alive 
to  what  was  going  on ;  from  the  very 
first  they  were  in  correspondence  with 
the  relieving  officer,  reminding  him  of 
tiie  great  responsibility  he  woi^d  incur 
by  any  n^lect  of  duty.  They  sent  an 
Inspector  down  to  the  locality  to  make  a 
special  Beport.  and  they  reminded  the 
Guardians  of  their  power  to  give  out- 
door relief ;  but  at  that  point  the  powers 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  ceased. 
The  Local  GoTernment  Board,  as  the 
bon.  Gentlemen  well  kne^,  had  no  power 
whatever  to  order  outdoor  relief  in  a 
particular  case.  "Well,  on  Saturday,  the 
6th  of  July,  the  relieving  officer  was  di- 
rected by  the  Guardians  to  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  the  scene  of  the  evictions, 
and  to  aSbrd,  at  his  own  instance,  pro- 
visional relief,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
workhouse,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case.  He  went  accord- 
ingly, and  offered  meal  in  one  case  where 
he  thought  it  was  immediately  wanted, 
snd  he  offwed  to  provide  conveyances  to 
the  workhouse.  The  latter  offer  was 
zefosed  by  all  the  people. 

Mb.  HABBINGTON  :  WiH  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  date  the  ofiBcer 
visited  the  place? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  It  was  the  5th 
of  July. 

Ma.  HABEINGTOX:  He  got  the 
order  on  the  5th;  did  he  go  the  same  day? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  the  reliev- 
ing officer  went  on  the  day  that  he  got 
the  order.  The  offer  to  provide  convey- 
ances to  the  workhouse  was  refused — 
that  was  to  the  best  of  his  (Mr.  Tre- 
volyan's)  belief. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  that  the 
orders  of  Boards  of  Guardians  were  not 
even  to  relieving  officers  until  after 
uior  meetings. 

Ma.  TBEYELTAN  said,  the  5th  of 
July  was  a  long  day ;  but  he  would 
not  absolutely  say  the  relieving  officer 
visited  the  scene  on  the  day  he  got  the 
order;  but,  at  any  rate,  it  was  not  on 
the  Monday  he  went.  The  relieving 
officer  offered  to  take  the  people  to  the 
vorkhouso ;  but  his  offer  was  declined 
by  the  people,  who  were  evidently  acting 
Under  the  advice  of  Father  M'Faddy, 
Tbo  said  they  were  all  to  go  in  together; 
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and  on  the  Monday  following  HI  did  go 
into  the  workhouse,  conveyances  being 
provided  for  them  by  the  priest,  though 
the  relieving  officer  would  have  pro- 
vided them  if  application  hod  been  made 
to  him.  Then,  with  regard  to  no  women 
or  children  having  been  allowed  to  go  to 
the  workhouse  unless  the  father  of  the 
family  went  with  them,  on  that  point  no 
complaint  had  hitherto  been  made  to 
him.  He  saw,  from  the  Beport,  that  of 
the  persons  who  went  to  the  workhouse 
72  had  been  amongst  those  evicted  on 
the  Gweedore  estate,  and  the  remainder 
were  the  wives  and  children  of  tenants 
on  neighbouring  estates,  who  had  been 
evicted,  but  reinstated  as  caretakers  ;  so 
there  could  not  have  been  a  general 
system  forbidding  wives  and  children  to 
go  to  the  workhouse  unless  the  husbands 
and  fathers  went  in  also.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor) spoke  on  the  subject  of  the  La- 
bourers' Act,  with  regard  to  which  he 
was  interrupted  once  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Childers),  and 
once  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Warwickshire  (Mr.  Newdegate).  The 
hon.  Member  fur  Galway  accepted  the 
interruptions  in  a  very  cheerful  spirit, 
and  he  said  nothing  from  that  moment 
forward  to  which  anybody  could  take 
exception.  But  he  (Mr.  Trovelyan)  oould 
not  help  thinking  Uiat  the  general  sense 
of  the  Committee  would  bo  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Newdi  gate)  who  ap- 
pealed to  the  Chairman ;  because,  when 
a  Committee  was  sitting  upstairs,  it  was 
altogether  out  of  reason  that  the  evi- 
dence should  be  the  subject  of  comment 
in  the  House.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor)  was  so  ingenious,  how- 
ever, that,  though  he  was  obliged  to 
obey  the  ruling  of  the  Ohair,  he  was  not 
at  all  disconcerted,  but  was  able  to  put 
forward  his  opinions  and  views  on  other 
grounds  than  on  the  evidence  of  the 
Committee  sitting  upstairs.  The  hon. 
Gentieman  asked  him  several  questions 
— for  instance,  whether  any  houses  had 
been  built  under  the  Labourers'  Act ; 
and  whether  any  Boards  of  Guardians 
had  objected  to  burden  their  ratepayers 
in  the  matter  ?  He  (Mr.  Trevelyon)  was 
not  aware  that  any  houses  had  been 
built ;  but  he  did  not  think  that,  under 
the  schemes  which  were  being  put  for- 
ward, anv  houses  could  very  well  have 
been  built  by  this  time.  It  was  only  in 
the  latter  part  of  tbe  JeHi9&^t)^le 
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ProTieional  Orders  were  passed ;  besides, 
it  was  extremely  unlikely  that,  with  a 
Committee  now  sitting,  and  with  further 
legislation  so  freely  talked  of  by  hon. 
Members,  the  present  Bill  would  be  put 
into  any  very  active  use.  And  when  he 
was  asked  whether  any  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians had  objected  to  burden  their  rate- 
payers, he  should  be  inclined  to  think  it 
was  extremely  probable  that  they  had 
objected.  The  very  principle  of  the  Bill 
introduced  by  the  hon.  Member  himself 
was  that  pressure  should  be  imposed 
upon  Boards  of  Guardians  from  the  out- 
side, and  that  they  themselves  should 
have  the  power  to  say  whether  they 
would  burden  the  rates  by  building 
houses.  The  hon.  Member  required  from 
him  tMr.  Trevelyan)  two  pledges,  nei- 
ther of  which  he  was  able  to  give. 
The  first  pledge  was  that  the  Committee 
now  sitting  should  report  this  year.  On 
that  point  he  had  no  power  whatever. 
It  was  for  the  Committee  themselves  to 
say  how  much  evidence  they  wished  to 
take,  how  long  they  wished  to  sit ;  and 
it  would  be  impertinent  in  him  even  to 
express  a  wish  on  the  subject.  The  next 
pledge  was  that  the  Government  should, 
in  the  Autumn  Session,  bring  forward 
an  amending  Bill.  On  that  rested  a 
question  of  extreme  gravity  ;  a  question 
which  could  only  be  settled  by  an  appeal 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  upon  which 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  would  not  have  the 
courage  to  express  any  opinion.  He 
knew  that  the  idea  of  the  Prime  Minister 
was  that  the  Autumn  Session  should  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  Eepresenta- 
tion  of  the  People  Bill.  One  hon.  Mem- 
ber mentioned  his  desire  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  shouldinterfere  to  see 
that  the  ohildrea  in  workhouses  received 
1^6  advantages  of  a  religious  education. 
Atthot  momenta  question  was  impending 
with  the  Donegal  Board  of  Guardians, 
with  regard  to  which  he  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
was  extremely  anxious.  A  controversy 
had  arisen  between  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  the  Donegal  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  he  was  bound  to  say 
there  had  been  faults  on  both  sides ;  but 
the  difficulty  occasioned  at  present  ap- 
peared to  lie  with  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. The  Local  Government  Board 
had  made  up  their  minds  to  settle  the 
question ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week,  he  had  no  doubt  that  settled  it 
would  be.  He  was  quite  certain  that 
they  never  could  permanently  allow  the 
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children  of  the  poor  people  in  work- 
houses to  be  deprived  of  religious  in- 
struction and  consolation.  Having  done 
his  best  to  deal  with  the  different  points 
which  had  been  started  by  hon.  Members 
during  the  discussion,  he  earnestly  hoped 
they  would  now  be  allowed  to  take  the 
Vote. 

Mr.  MOOEE  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  had  ex- 
hibited great  patience  and  care  in  going 
through  the  many  subjects  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  different  Members 
of  the  Committee;  and  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  reward  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's patience  by  putting  the  Committee 
to  the  trouble  of  a  Division,  especially 
as  his  hon.  Friends  sitting  on  the  Irish 
Benches  opposite  did  not  think  it  wise 
to  do  so.  He  desired,  however,  before 
he  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment, to  thank  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
the  pointed  way  in  which  he  alluded  to 
the  condition  of  lunatics.  Of  coarse,  he 
considered  the  condition  of  the  children 
was  of  paramount  importance ;  but  he 
was  pleased  to  find  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman took  a  deep  interest  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  lunatics.  Speaking  of  the 
children,  the  Chief  Secretary  alluded  to 
the  fact  that  he  (Mr.  Moore)  had  said 
there  were  42  unolassed  teachers ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
that  was  owing  to  the  absence  of  train- 
ing schools,  a  defect  which  the  present 
Government  were  taking  means  to  re- 
medy. But  that  did  not  meet  the  case 
at  all,  because  none  of  the  teachers, 
roughly  speaking,  were  trained.  He 
should  be  sorry  to  terminate  any  of  the 
appointments  already  made ;  but  what 
he  complained  of  was  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  sanctioned  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  unclassed  teachers. 
Another  point  upon  which  he  laid  stress 
was  that  there  was  a  clashing  of  autho- 
rity ;  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector  came  down  to  the  schools  with 
certain  powers,  and  then  the  Inspector 
of  the  Education  Department  came  down 
with  other  powers,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  education  of  the  children  suffered. 
The  two  points  he  had  mentioned  were 
points  of  administration  with  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  might  very  properly  deal,  with  a 
view  to  an  improved  state  of  things. 
There  was  only  one  more  remark  he 
wished  to  make,  and  that  was  that  no- 
thing  that  h^u,^^,^o^i^i0e  could 
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uj  could  increase  his  desire  to  keep 
down  undue  expenditure.  He  had  al- 
ways been  a  consistent  advocate  of  eco- 
nomy, and  he  anticipated  that,  by  a  wise 
reform,  or  modification  of  the  existing 
system,  a  very  large  saving  would  accrue. 
He  believed  that  some  workhouses  might 
be  wholly  closed,  or  only  kept  open  so 
far  aa  they  were  required  for  sanitary 
purposes.  He  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
Mb  Amendment. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  travel  over  the  ground  that  had 
been  so  fairly  and  exhaoetively  covered 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  CkiQi 
Secretary ;  but  he  desired  to  make  a  few 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Clonmel  (Mr. 
Moore).  The  opinion  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers was  not  absolutely  unanimous  on 
some  of  the  questions  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  referred  to.  For  instance,  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
educational  training  of  children  in  work- 
houses that  the  duties  of  inspection 
should  be  delegated  to  the  ordinary  Poor 
Law  Inspectors.  In  the  first  place,  the 
technical  knowledge  which  Poor  Law 
Inspectors  had  to  acquire  to  enable  them 
to  dischai^e  their  Poor  Law  duties  was 
altogether  different  to  that  technical 
knowledge  which  they  should  possess  to 
fit  them  for  Inspectors  of  Schools.  It 
would  be  a  distinct  disadvantage,  in  his 
opinion,  to  the  education  imparted  in 
workhouse  schools  if  the  duty  of  inspect- 
ing those  schools  were  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Inspectors  of  National  Edu- 
cation in  the  country.  His  idea  was  that 
the  best  means  of  improving  the  educa- 
tion of  children  in  workhouse  Bchools 
was  to  subject  them  to  the  same  system 
of  inspection  as  the  children  of  ordinary 
schools  were  subjected  to.  A  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  from  his  very  portion,  knew 
nothing  of  the  system  and  method  of 
primary  education  which  necessarily 
must  be  present  to  the  mind  of  the  man 
who  came  into  contact  with  children  for 
the  purposes  of  education.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tiie  Ohief  Secretary  had 
referred  in  a  very  detailed  manner  to 
the  administration  of  the  Local  Ghivern- 
ment  Board.  The  details  rather  sur- 
I'lised  him  (Mr.  Harrington),  because 
he  knew  that  government  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  perhaps  the  most 
intricate  problem  in  Ireland,  and  he 
could  conceive  the  difficulties  anyone 


who  had  the  management  of  the  De- 
partment must  experience.  Now,  there 
was  one  point  connected  with  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Labourers'  Act  to  which  he 
wished  to  draw  special  attention.  The 
10th  section  of  that  Act  provided  that 
where  a  representation  was  made  to  a 
Sanitary  Authority,  the  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity was  to  report  forthwith  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  they  must  see 
whether  the  Sanitary  Authority  had 
devised  a  scheme  under  that  representa- 
tion to  put  the  Labourers*  Act  mto  ope- 
ration; in  other  words,  if  the  local 
Sanitary  Authority  refused  to  put  the 
Act  into  operation,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  empowered  by  this 
section  to  do  so.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  had  admitted 
that  there  were  numerous  instances 
where  the  Boards  of  Guardians  had  re- 
fused to  put  the  Act  into  operation. 
Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
the  Committee  a  single  case  where  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  used  the 
powers  which  the  10th  section  of  the 
Act  gave  them — namely,  to  call  upon 
the  Sanitary  Authority  to  devise  a 
scheme,  or  themselves  devised  a  scheme, 
by  which  the  Act  should  be  put  in  force  ? 
He  (Mr.  Harrington)  had  watched  the 
operation  of  the  Act  pretty  carefully, 
and  he  had  found  that  whatever  had 
been  done  under  the  Act  to  improve  the 
dwellings  of  the  labourers  had  been  due 
altogether  to  the  willingness  of  the  majo- 
rity of  theratepayers,  ortothe  action  of  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  in  which  the  elected 
Guardians  had  been  in  the  ascendancy. 
He  had  failed  to  find  a  single  instance 
in  which  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  endeavoured  to  give  efi'ect  to  the 
10th  section  of  the  Act  by  stepping  in 
and  compelling  the  Local  Authorities  to 
devise  a  scheme.  Now,  from  the  obser- 
vations of  the  hon.  Member  for  Galway 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  it  was  evident 
that  the  Act  had  had  no  operation  at  all 
in  two  of  the  Provinces  of  Ireland.  Only 
two  efforts  had  been  made  to  put  the 
Act  in  operation  in  Oonnanght,  where 
the  condition  of  the  people  most  required 
it.  He  believed  that  not  a  single  scheme 
had  been  devised  by  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  what  was  called  *'  the  Ic^tl 
Province  of  "Ulster,"  "the  Oonservative 
Province  of  Ulster."  The  labouring 
classes  in  that  Province  were  as  badly 
housed  as  those  in  any  other  Province. 
In  respect  to  the  two  Provinces,  in  which 
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no  eSbrt  had  been  made  by  the  Local 
Authorities  to  give  effect  to  the  Act,  it 
was  Torth  the  consideration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  the  Local  QoTemment  Board, 
over  which  he  presided,  should  not 
themselves  put  the  Act  iato  operation. 
Mr.  WABTON  said,  he  did  not  pro- 

Eise  to  enter  into  any  of  the  purely 
iah  questions  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Oommittee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  entering  into  the  comparison 
between  the  work  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Ireland  and  England, 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Wol- 
verhampton (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  had 
threatened  them.  There  was,  however, 
one  item  in  the  Vote  to  which  he  desired 
to  call  attention — namely,  the  item  for 
the  pay  of  Inspectors.  It  amounted  to 
£2,100,  and  what  struck  him  was  the 
amell  amount  of  work  which  appeared 
to  be  done  by  the  Inspectors  for  their 
salaries.  Their  labours  appeared  to  be 
confined  to  the  neighboorhuod  of  the 
Fark^,  and  the  item  was  exactly  the 
same  as  it  was  in  the  previous  year.  It 
was  made  up  of  tho  personal  expenses 
of  six  Inspectors  at  £l  Is.  a-day  for  163 
days,  and  the  personal  expenses  of  seven 
Sub-Inspectors  at  the  same  rate ;  but 
although  there  were  313  working  dajs 
in  the  year,  these  officers  appeared  to 
have  been  employed  in  one  case  for  166 
days,  and  in  the  other  for  only  143,  He 
did  not  know  what  the  explanation  was, 
and  it  might  be  that  tliQy  were  only  paid 
when  they  were  actually  employed.  It 
certainly  appeared  that  there  were  more 
Inspectors  than  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary, or  else  they  did  not  perform  half 
work  enough. 

Mr.  COUETNET  said,  the  Inspectors 
received  a  guinea  a-day  when  they  were 
employed  on  the  work  of  inspection. 

Me.  HEALY  wished  to  ask  the  Ohief 
Secretary  if  there  were  any  Unions  in 
Ireland  in  which  Vice  Guardians  were 
employed  ?  He  would  also  ask  him  what 
the  intention  of  tho  Government  was 
with  regard  to  the  Union  of  Newport, 
in  the  County  Mayo  ?  For  a  long  time 
this  district  had  been  subjected  to 
heavy  rates,  at  which  the  greatest  dis- 
satisfaction was  expressed,  as  they  were 
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paying  no  less  than  4«.  6d.  in  the  pound. 
They  had  passed  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  fliey  were  totally  unable  to 
pay  4«.  6d.  in  Uie  pound,  and  they  had 
recommended  that  there  should  be  an 
amalgamation  between  them  and  the 
Westport  or  BelmuUet  Union  in  order 
to  lessen  these  high  and  grievous  ex- 
penses.  The  poor  people  had  resolved 
that  they  would  pay  no  higher  rate 
than  2a.  in  the  pound.   That,  Ixowever, 
he  thought,  would  be  a  foolish  step  for 
them  to  take,  as  they  subjected  them- 
selves to  political  disability,   and  de- 
prived themselves  of  their  votes.  If 
they  wanted  not  to  pay  so  much,  it 
would  be  much  more  preferable  that 
they  should  come  to  a  resolution  to 
decline  to  pay  county  cess,  because  it 
would  be  hotter  to  strike  against  a  tax 
which  did  not  entail  the  loss  of  the  vote 
or  any  political  disability.  Non-pay- 
ment of  tlie  poor  rate  did,  of  course,  in- 
volve political  disability.    The  Local 
Government  Board  had  held  an  inquiry 
into  the  case,  which  had  been  adjourned 
to  the  7th  of  August;  but  he  did  not 
see  why  three  weeks  should  be  taken  up 
by  Mr.  Hobinson,  the  Inspector,  in  this 
way.    The  valuation  of  me  entire  dis< 
trict  was  only  £14,000,  and  it  wag 
absolutely  absurd  that  there  should  be 
such  charges  made  for  such  a  poor  dis- 
trict.   He  trusted  that  they  would  have 
some  assurance  from  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  the  Government  were  willing 
to  concur  with  some  scheme  of  amalga- 
mation of  Unions  which  would  relieve 
the  people.    He  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  present  system  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Poor  Law  districts  in  Ire- 
land, although  he  admitted  that  there 
might  be  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
medical  authorities.    He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  the  difficulty  was  an  ui- 
superable  one ;  and  wh^re  they  had  dis- 
pensary districts  they  could,  by  an 
arrangement  in  regard  to  the  staff  d 
doctors,  obviate  much  of  the  evil.  He 
also  wished  to  ask  a  question  with  re- 
gard to  the  Donegal  Union,  and  he  cer- 
tainly thought  that  the  Ohief  Secretaiy 
had  not  dealt  with  the  Guardians  of 
that  Union  as  he  would  have  done  if  i* 
had  been  a  Union  ftirther  South.  The 
Catholic  clergyman  was  still  divorced 
from  his  flock,  because  the  Guardians 
would  not  comply  with  the  suggestions 
of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  ht^  chosea 
to  get  lid  of  every  Oatholio  official  irho 
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had  been  oonnected  ■mi'h.  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  TJnioD.  He 
had  raised  the  question  last  year,  and 
was  sorry  to  find  that  no  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  matter  since.  The 
Guardians  were  still  recalcitrant.  It 
was  unjust  that,  becaase  the  Quardians 
were  almost  all  Protestants  or  Pres- 
byterians, the  paupers,  who  were  almost 
entirely  Catholics,  should  be  shut  off 
from  the  administrations  of  their  clergy. 
In  the  case  of  the  old  sick  poor  this  was 
pecnliarly  unjust.  In  the  case  of  the  old 
mkf  who  were  on  the  verge  of  the  grave, 
they  found  themselTtn  shut  out  from 
the  consolations  of  their  religion.  Even 
in  England,  where  the  religious  griev- 
ance could  hardly  be  realized  because  it 
was  practically  non-existent,  any  dis- 
tinction of  this  kind  would  be  held  to  be 
an  intolerable  grievance.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  young  people  were  able  to 
attend  the  Catholic  churches  in  the 
towns ;  bnt  in  the  event  of  being  at- 
tacked with  small-pox,  scarlatina,  or 
any  of  the  complaint  to  which  children 
were  subject,  they  were  cut  off  from  the 
ministrations  of  the  priest.  He  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  deal  with  the 
Boards  of  Quardians  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  as  he  had  done  with  the  Union 
of  Cairidc-on-Suir  in  the  South.  Why 
had  not  the  Guardians  of  the  Donegal 
Vnion  been  dealt  in  the  same 

manner?  If  s  similar  defiance  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Local  Qovernment 
Board  had  occurred  anywhere  else,  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  have  suspended 
the  G-uardians  &om  the  exercise  of  their 
functions,  and  appointed  Vice  Guar- 
dians. It  was  monstrous  that  hun- 
dreds of  these  unfortunate  paupers  pro- 
fessing the  Koman  Catholic  faith  were 
allowed  to  die  without  Christian  minis- 
tration simply  because  they  were 
paupers.  In  Ireland,  where  religion  was 
strong,  there  was  a  very  widespread 
feeHng  on  the  subject,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  Oommittee  would  have  some 
statement  from  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
would  be  satisfactozy,  instead  of  being 
put  off  again  with  promisM  nevor  in- 
tended to  be  performed.  For  more  than 
13  months  this  kind  of  thing  had  been 
going  on,  and  the  Irish  Members  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  satisfaction.  In 
England  such  a  scandal  would  be  settled 
immediately.  Time  after  time  they  had 
been  told  that  the  question  was  on  the 
verge  of  settlement,  but  it  had  not  been 


settled  yet.  So  dogged  were  the  gentle- 
men who  officiated  as  Quardians  in  the 
Donegal  Union  in  their  religious  pre- 
judices that  they  would  defer  dealing 
with  the  question  until  they  were  ab- 
solutely driven  to  do  so.  Unless  there 
was  something  in  the  shape  of  a  menace 
from  the  Government,  he  did  not  believe 
for  a  moment  that  the  Guardians  would 
consent  to  come  to  terms.  He  hoped  to 
hear  from  the  Chief  Secretary  some 
statement  as  to  the  nature  of  the  steps 
which  the  Ijocal  Government  Board  in- 
tended to  take. 

Ub.  gray  said,  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  the  course  of  his  speech  had  touched 
upon  various  important  subjects,  and 
one  of  the  matters  which  had  been 
alladed  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  of  special  importance  at  the  present 
moment — namely,  the  provisions  which 
the  Local  Government  had  made  or 
were  mating  in  view  of  the  contingency 
of  a  possible  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Ire- 
land ?  He  was  aware  that  this  was  a 
subject  to  which  the  right  hon.[Gentleman 
and  the  Vice  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  should  have  their  at- 
tention directed  to ;  and  he  would  ask  if 
they  were  ative  to  the  responsibility, 
and  were  prepared  to  accept  it?  There 
was  no  reason  to  assume  that  the  United 
Kingdom  vould  escape  a  visitation  of 
this  kind,  for  the  history  of  previous 
epidemics  pointed  to  the  almost  cer- 
taintyof  the  disease  visiting  these  shores 
in  a  more  or  less  virulent  form.  It  might 
not  be  at  first  in  the  most  virulent  form ; 
but,  judging  from  past  experience,  the 
visitation  next  year  would  be  much  more 
serious  and  severe.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  them  what  provision 
was  intended  to  be  made  in  regard  to 
the  hospitals,  and  so  on  ;  but  there  was 
one  highly  essential  precaution  which 
ought  to  M  taken.  He  believed  that  it 
woidd  be  necessary  to  make  a  regular 
revolution  in  the  present  system  of 
cleansing  and  scavenging.  Cholera  was 
essentiauy  a  disease  which  became  dan- 
gerous and  even  fatal  wherever  £lth 
existed,  and  he  vas  of  opinion  that 
every  precaution  should  be  taken  to 
insure  cleanliness,  for  where  that  was 
done  there  was  little  to  fear  from 
the  disease.  Cleansing  and  scavenging, 
to  be  eCKcacious,  required  time ;  and 
he  believed  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  taking  measures  to  prevent 
the  disease  &om  s^eadiag^  So  fas 
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.  aa  medical  aaaistanoe  mu  concerned,  it 
oould  not  be  necesuuy  until  the  reiy 
•moment  of  the  attack  and  visitation ; 
but  it  was  very  different  with  scavengin  g, 
cleansing,  and  disinfection,  which,  al- 
though very  humble  methods  of  pre- 
vention, were,  perhaps,  the  most  efBca- 
cious,  although  they  undoubtedly  took 
up  the  most  time.  He  did  not  gather 
from  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  that  he  had  in  his  mind  the 
propriety  of  urging  upon  the  liocal  Go- 
Ternmeot  Board  the  necessity  of  making 
these  regulations.  It  was  fUl  rery  well 
to  tell  them  that  he  had  in  view  pre- 
parations which  would  be  available 
when  the  visitation  came;  but  it  was 
desirable  to  do  a  great  deal  more.  A 
fortnight  ago,  he  had  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  under  what  aircum- 
Btanoea  the  Local  Oovernmmt  Board 
would  feel  themselves  called  upon  to 
issue  an  Order,  and  he  was  told  that  it 
would  be  issued  under  die  provisions  of 
the  149th  section  of  the  Irish  Act.  Yes- 
terday, the  Chief  Secretary  repeated 
something  to  the  same  effect.  He 
thought  it  was  time  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  told  them  distinctly  what 
the  nature  of  the  arrangements  was. 
All  the  Continental  cities  had  taken 
preoautiona ;  and  even  America,  which 
was  3,000  miles  away  from  any  centre  of 
the  contagion,  had  made  preparations 
to  prevent  its  inroads.  Probably  they 
would  be  told  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  fully  alive  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case;  but  that  they 
would  refrfiin  as  long  as  possible  from 
issuing  their  Orders,  for  fear  of  pro- 
ducing a  panic.  Now,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve in  any  person  dying  of  panic,  and 
nothing  effective  woudd  be  done  imtil 
the  Ijm»1  Goremment  Board  issued  a 
sealed  Order.  If  there  were  any  per- 
0ona  who  were  likely  to  die  of  panic,  he 
did  not  think  it  of  much  importance 
whether  they  lived  or  died.  He  would 
urge  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self not  to  be  panic-stricken  in  regard 
to  the  effect  of  panic  on  other  people. 
It  was  his  duty,  and  that  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  to  take  timely  pre- 
cautions, and  to  issue  Orders  at  once 
under  which  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
would  be  able  to  act.  Scavenging  and 
cleansing  could  not  be  accomplished  in 
a  moment,  and  after  the  Orders  were 
issued  weeks  and  months  would  elapse 
before  their,  cities  could  be  thorougnly 
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purified  and  cleansed,  and  justify  the 
people  in  r^arding  the  approach  of  the 
disease  with  comparative  equanimity. 
Scavenging  and  cleansing  comd  not  be 
carried  on  without  great  danger  if  the 
disease  were  actually  to  visit  these 
shores,  as  it  would  be  in  that  case  a 
most  serious  thing  to  stir  up  the  fester- 
iog  accumulations  of  filth  which  were 
known  to  exist.  What  would  be  thought 
of  anyone  stirring  up  the  mud  of  the 
Thames,  or  the  accumulations  of  refuse 
in  the  back  yards,  if  the  disease  were 
actually  amongst  them  ?  Everyone  who 
had  a  nose  had  palpable  evidence  that 
the  streets  of  London  required  effective 
cleansing.  He  would  urge  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  necessity  of 
taking  timely  precautions  in  this  mat- 
ter. He  should  remember  that,  if  the 
case  of  cholera  which  had  been  di»- 
covered  in  the  Uersey  the  other  day 
had  been  introduced  into  Liverpool,  the 
disease  would  have  been  in  Dnbtin 
within  three  days.  He  did  not  believe 
there  was  the  least  danger  of  the  people 
becoming  panic-stricken  if  the  necessary 
Order  was  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  have  steps  taken  to  in- 
stitute precautionarymeasures.  It  would 
be  folly  to  defer  their  action  until 
cholera  was  actually  in  their  midst.  If 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
were  to  have  any  effect  at  all,  now  was 
the  time  for  putting  them  in  force.  The 
Irish  people  would  prefer  having  th«T 
streets  cleansed  under  a  sealed  Order 
rather  than  having  them  l^t  in  a  state 
of  filth.  He  oonsidered  this  a  matter 
of  enormous  importance.  -  The  right 
hoa.  Gentlemui  had  alluded  to  an  Act 
passed  last  year  which  materially  aiffected 
Ireland,  the  object  of  the  Aot  being  to 
concentrate  the  responsibility  in  a  aiagle 
Sanitary  Authority,  la,  Uie  peculiar 
conditions  of  Irish  law,  up  to  last  year 
the  duty  in  oue  district  would  be  divided 
between  the  two  Sanitary  Authorities ; 
but  the  Act  of  last  year  enabled  the 
Local  Government  Bourd  to  concentrate 
the  authority  in  the  hands  of  one  Body, 
and  so  far  the  measure  was  a  usefm 
one.  Unless  the  evil  he  would  point 
out  was  mitigated,  the  Act  would  be 
foundinoperative.  The  authoritiw called 
on  in  the  urban  districts  in  Ireland  to  carry 
out  the  special  provisions  whidt  might 
be  made  whenever  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  mustered  up  courage  enoagh 
to  inae  a  sealed  Order  were  the  Poor 
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Law  Cruardians.  The  duty  of  carrying 
out  the  work  was  vested  in  that  Body, 
even  in  Dublin  City,  and  the  financial 
effect  of  that  was,  that  the  expense  was 
dirided  between  the  owners  and  the 
-occupiers,  as  all  Poor  Law  charges  were 
in  Ireland.  The  Act  of  last  year  en- 
abled the  responsibility  to  be  handed 
orer  to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 
which  in  ordinary  cases  was,  of  course, 
the  OorporatioD.  The  taxes  payable  to 
■the  Co^mration  were  payable  solely  by 
I3ie  oecupiers*  eo  that  the  financial  result 
would  be  that,  if  the  Local  GoTemment 
-Board  availed  themselTes  of  the  Aot  of 
last  Season,  they  would  take  the  cost,  so 
£ar  as  one-half  was  concerned,  from  the 
ehoolders  of  the  owner,  who  was  cer- 
tainly beat  able  to  bear  it,  and  whose 
Hfe,  in  his  own  opinion  at  any  rate,  was 
more  valuable  than  that  of  the  poor 
occupier,  and  to  transfer  it  to  the 
shottiders  of  the  occupier  solely,  who 
might  be  presumed,  in  most  cases,  to  be 
the  poorer  man,  and  less  able  to  bear  a 
sadden  impost,  and  less  likely  to  submit 
to  it  with  willingness.  Now,  that  was 
an  effect  which  he  believed  was  not  con- 
templated by  the  Act.  He  was  not 
<[aite  certain  that  the  Local  Gbvemment 
Board  bad  any  power  in  the  matter ; 
but  if  the  Urban  tianitarj  Authorities, 
or  any  of  them,  were  to  be  selected  to 
undertake  this  grave  reaponaibilitjr,  a 
responsibility  which  would  probably 
bring  on  them,  under  any  circumstances, 
a  great  amount  of  odium,  and  nothing 
eUe,  they  might  also  be  saddled  with 
the  responsibility  of  transferring  to  the 
occapier  liabilities  which  the  occupier 
would  not  otherwise  incur.  He  would 
Bsk  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
hia  consideration  to  this  matter,  or  else 
he  might  find  that,  when  the  rules  came 
to  be  enforced,  they  would  all  be  dis- 
located by  the  financial  difficulty  that  so 
often  cropped  up.  With  regard  to  the 
Ijabonrers'  Aet,  he  (Mr.  Gray)  quite 
recognized  the  difficulty,  and,  in  fact,  the 
ine^qpediem^,  of  generally  diacassiog  the 
■direct  pendimf  the  Beport  of  the  Select 
Committee.  Me  trusted  that  the  Oom- 
xnittee  would  see  its  way  to  reporting 
that  Seasion  ;  but  he  aoknowledged  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be 
justified  in  seeking  to  put  any  pressure 
upon  that  Body  to  express  its  opinion 
on  the  subject  just  now.  It  was  sug- 
gested that,  in  consequence  of  the  Aot 
Boi  having  been  put  into  effective  ope- 


ration either  in  Connanght  or  in  Ulster, 
it  might  be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  to  exercise  the  powers 
conferred  upon  them  by  Section  10,  and 
to  endeavour  to  force,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent,  the  putting  of  the  Act  into  opera- 
tion in  extreme  cases.  Of  course,  the 
Local  Government  Board  might  consider 
it  their  duty  to  act  in  that  way ;  but  he, 
for  one,  must  dissent  irom  the  opinion 
of  his  hon.  Friends  to  this  extent — that 
he  believed  th^  would  be  only  justified 
in  taking  action  of  that  kind  in  extreme 
cases.  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
much  better  for  the  interests  of  the 
labourers,  and  the  euooees  of  the  Act  in 
the  end,  that  the  local  Bepresentative 
Bodies  ^ould  be  permitted  to  take  the 
initiative.  He  did  not  believe  in  spurring 
on  Local  Bodies  too  energetically.  He 
thought  that  where  a  Body  was  really 
representative  of  its  constituency  it  was 
the  best  judge,  and  it  was  even  better 
te  let  it  make  a  mistake,  and  allow  ex- 
perience to  put  it  right,  than  to  suppress 
it  and  put  matters  in  such  a  state  that 
they  would  go  back  to  their  former 
.position.  The  true  remedy  against  the 
apathy,  and  even  the  hostility,  whioh 
characterized  a  certain  number  of 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  was  to 
make  them  more  representative  of  the 
people.  As  his  hon.  Frend  had  pointed 
out,  wherever  the  elected  Guardians  had 
a  majority  on  the  Board,  wherever  really 
the  popular  party  had  had  the  pre- 
ponderance of  votes  upon  the  Board, 
they  had  shown  their  willingness  to 
carry  out  the  Aot ;  and  it  was  only  where 
the  $x  o^io  element,  or  the  sympathizers 
with  that  element,  had  been  too  strong 
for  the  truly  local  element,  that  the  Act 
had  been  rendered  nugatory.  He  thought 
that  the  remedy  for  that  was  to  strengthen 
the  representative  elementon  the  Boards. 
They  knew  that  the  Labourers'  Act  was 
in  its  very  essence  a  Sanitary  Aot.  How 
was  it  that  sanitary  matters  had  attracted, 
during  the  last  10  or  IS  years,  snch  an 
enormonsly  increamng  amount  of  atten- 
tion in  England?  Wliy,  it  had  only 
been  since  the  time  when  Parliament 
had  vested  in  the  householders  of 
cities  and  boroughs  the  franchise  that 
those  higher  up  in  the  social  scale, 
statesmen  and  others,  had  found  the  ne- 
cessity of  directing  their  attention  prac- 
tically te  sanitary  matters.  It  was  the 
last  Beform  Act  which,  by  giving  the 
people  powei  in  this  oountiy>^had  really 
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brought  about  the  important  and  valu- 
able Tegi^ation  which  they  had  had  in 
recent  years  in  connection  with  all  sani- 
tary matters.  Now,  if  in  the  same 
way  in  Ireland  they  gave  the  people 
more  power  on  their  local  Eepreaentative 
Boards,  they  would  insure  their  awaking 
in  a  rery  short  time  to  the  necessity  for 
sanitary  reforms,  even  to  the  extent  of 
putting  into  operation  the  Labourers* 
Act.  That  wonld  be  a  healthy,  whole- 
some, and  natural  movement.  But  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  did 
not  command  the  entire  confidence  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  pressure  from  that 
Board  might  have  a  deleterious  effect. 
As  he  was  on  the  sanitary  question,  he 
irished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gtentleman  to  the  fact  that,  while 
he  deprecated  any  pressure  from  the 
Local  QoTemment  Board  in  this  respect, 
he  thought  that  Board  could  do  a  great 
deal  to  instruct  and  encourage  the  local 
Sanitary  Authorities,  whether  Corpora- 
tions, or  Boards,  or  Poor  Law  Guardians, 
in  their  duties  under  the  sanitary  laws. 
Now,  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
England  was  ceaseless  in  its  efforts  in 
this  direction ;  but  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  never  did  anything  at 
all.  The  Local  Government  Board  in 
England,  immediately  after  the  passing 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875.  set  to 
work  in  the  most  careful  manner,  and, 
under  the  highest  possible  professional 
advice,  drafted  a  series  of  model  Poor 
Laws,  cdrculated  th^  amongst  the  Sani- 
tary Authorities,  and  got  them  to  adopt 
them  with  such  modifications  as  might 
be  required  in  certain  localities.  The 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  had 
done  nothing  of  the  kind.  Not  only  had 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  Bngland 
issued  a  set  of  bye-laws,  but  after  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years  they  had  issued 
a  revised  and  more  valuable  set.  He 
would  ask  the  right  hov.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland  would  do  anything  to  stimtdate 
the  Local  Bodies  in  a  legitimate  way  to  a 
more  healthy  and  vigorous  action.  The 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  Dublin  had 
adopted  a  set  of  bye-laws  framed  on  tiie 
EttgUsh  model ;  but  they  got  in  the  mat- 
ter no  assistance  whatever  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  that 
Board  would  not,  even  when  they  were 
framed,  adopt  them  as  a  model  and  see 
how  they  could  be  applied  to  all  the 
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other  Sanitary  Authorities  of  Ireland. 
He  had  put  a  Question  on  this  matter 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  informed  him 
vaguely  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  Ireland  did  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  the  bye-laws.  He  (Mr.  Gray) 
failed  to  see  why  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  ought  not  to  be  as 
zealous  in  instructing  and  encouraging 
the  local  Sanitary  Authorities,  who  natu- 
rally could  not  be  expected  to  be  in- 
formed on  these  subjects — why  they 
should  not,  in  fact,  become  as  much  inte- 
rested in  their  work  as  did  the  offidala  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  Eng^ 
land.  Possibly  the  secret  of  it  was  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentiemanin  connection  with 
an  observation  which  he  made  as  to  the 
salary  of  the  Vice  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  He  (Mr.  Gray) 
respectfully  agreed  with  him,  that  in  the 
case  of  an  official  occupying  so  responsi- 
ble a  post  as  Ur.  Bobinson,  and  per- 
forming his  duties  on  the  whole  so  well, 
he  was  not  too  highly  paid  by  a  salary 
of  £2,000  a-year.  He  did  not  think  they 
could  get  a  good  man  to  do  the  work  for 
much  less.  In  England,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  was  represented  by  two 
Parliamentary  officers,  one  of  them  a 
Minister  of  Cabinet  rank.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  speech  he  had 
made,  touching  on  a  variety  of  subjects, 
had  shown  a  marvellous  amount  of  in- 
dustry and  a  splendid  memory ;  but  no 
sane  man  could  expect  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  could  possibly  make  himself 
acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  two  Gentlemen 
who  represented  the  English  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  and  who  were  charged 
solely  with  those  duties,  and  no  others, 
could  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  their  Office.  Compared 
with  the  enormous  number  of  duties 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  to 
discharge,  his  functions  as  President  of 
the  Lwal  Government  Board  were 
merely  nominal.  All  he  could  possibly 
be  expected  to  do  was  to  act  as  a  speciea 
of  funnd,  to  submit  to  the  Honse  infor- 
mation which  hereceived  from  the  officials 
in  Ireland.  He  was  not  like  either  of 
the  English  Bepresentativee  of  the  De- 
partment, who  were  responsible  officials, 
and  not  merely  nominal  Heads,  but  Par- 
liamentary Heads  of  theJDffice,  able  to 
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answer  Questions,  and  go  into  sabjeots 
from  their  own  knowledge.  He  (Mr. 
Gray)  was  amazed  at  the  amount  of 
knowledge  which  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
maa  (Mr.  Trerelyan)  had  shown  ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  pro- 
fess to  have  the  same  knowledge  of  the 
Department  as  the  officials  of  the  Local 
QoTemment  Board  in  England  were 
legitimatelj  expected  to  have,  seeing 
ihkt  they  were  more  responsible  and 
had  more  knowledge  in  the  matter.  He 
wiahed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  difficulty  which 
sometimes  arose  in  connection  with  the 
fanctions  of  auditors  under  the  Local 
GoTemment  Board  and  local  Eopresenta- 
tive  Bodies  in  Ireland.  The  clauses  of 
the  Irish  Act  appointing  them,  and 
giving  them  their  powers  of  surcharge, 
were  not  precisely  the  same  as  the 
corresponding  clause  of  the  English  Act. 
Still,  in  substance  they  were  the  eame. 
But  he  did  not  think  that  the  Auditors 
in  Ireland  took  as  broad  a  view  of 
their  duties  as  did  the  Auditors  in 
England.  He  knew  that  sometimes 
Local  Bodies  in  Ireland  had  serious 
reason  to  complain  that  the  Auditors 
inflicted  upon  them  surcharges  for 
money  rei^y  hand  ^fids  expended  in 
the  interests  of  their  constitaentB,  and 
lometimee  on  public  objects.  He  did 
not  think  that,  in  giving  this  power  to 
Buraharge,  the  object  was  that  it  should 
be  used  in  a  narrow,  technical  manner, 
and  that  the  Auditors  should  have  power 
to  charge  an  individual  doing  an  im- 
portant public  duty  without  any  kind  of 
fee  or  reward — that  he  should  be  really 
able  to  fine  them  if  they  stepped  out  of 
tho  technical  limit  of  their  powers,  as 
they  sometimes  happened  to  do,  for  the 
public  benefit,  although  the  action  was 
technically  ultra  tires.  He  would  call 
attention  to  one  case  of  surcharge,  not 
important  as  to  the  amount,  but  very 
important  as  to  principle — a  case  which 
occurred  within  the  last  few  years  in  the 
Duhlia  Corporation.  The  Dublin  Cor- 
poration had  been  in  the  habit  of  con- 
stantly sending  deputations  to  England 
in  connection  with  such  matters  as  Royal 
marriages,  Boyal  christenings,  and  Boyal 
what-nots.  Usually,  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  certain  members  of  the  Corporation 
came  over,  attended  by  the  civic  officers, 
to  odd  eaiat  to  the  occasion.  The  cus- 
tom was  for  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  the 
fiembers  of  the  Corporation  who  at- 


tended him,  to  pay  their  own  expenses  ; 
but  for  the  expenses  of  the  civic  officers 
to  bo  paid  out  of  the  rates.  That,  he 
believed,  was  a  common  habit  in  Eng- 
land. The  Local  Government  Board 
Auditor  invariably  allowed  these  ex- 
penses, thus  showing  that,  in  his  opinion, 
they  were  legal  expenses,  and  that  it 
was  within  the  discretion  of  the  Local 
Body  to  spend  the  rates  imder  their  con- 
trol for  congratulating  Her  Majesty 
whenever  any  auspicious  event  occurred 
in  connection  with  the  Boyal  Family, 
Well,  last  year,  a  matter  which,  per- 
haps, some  of  the  Irish  people  deemed 
to  be  of  abuost  as  much  importance  to 
them  as  the  advent  of  a  new  Boyal  In- 
fant, occurred  in  Ireland.  An  Exhibi- 
tion, a  National  Exhibition,  was  opened 
in  Cork  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  to 
encourage  Irish  local  manufacturing  en- 
terprize  and  industry.  It  partook,  in 
no  sense,  of  a  rebel  or  revolutionary 
character.  The  chief  movers  in  it  were 
strong  Conservatives.  All  parties  in 
Cork  joined  to  make  it  a  success ;  and 
it  actually  enjoyed  the  patronage  and 

Eresence  in  bodily  form  of  the  Lord 
ieutenant,  which  was  on  abundant 
guarantee  of  the  useful  and  loyal  cha- 
racter of  the  undertaking.  Well,  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin  considered  it 
their  duty  to  encourage  the  Exbibititm 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power ;  and 
they  passed  a  resolution  for  the  then 
Lo^  Mayor  of  Dublin  to  attend  in 
state,  and  ordering  the  civic  officers  to  ac- 
company him.  The  Lord  Mayor,  as 
usual,  paid  his  own  expenses;  but  the 
expenses  of  the  officers — their  travelling 
expenses — were  paid,  by  order  of  the 
Common  Council,  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Municipality.  Twelve  months  after- 
wards, when  the  Auditor  came  to  audit 
the  accounts,  he  surcharged,  not  the  in- 
dividuals  who  had  ordered  the  payment, 
but  the  persons  who,  by  the  routine  of 
the  service,  had  to  sign  the  cheques. 
Now,  what  distinction  was  there  in  law 
between  the  Corporation  sending  their 
Lord  Mayor  and  officers  to  England  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  an  Address  of 
sympathy  or  congratulation  to  the  Boyal 
Family,  and  their  sending  their  officers 
to  Cork  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
opening  of  a  National  Industrial  Exhi- 
bition ?  Why,  in  the  one  case,  were  in- 
dividuals to  be  made  to  pay  out  of  their 
private  purses,  and,  in  the  other,  the 
ratepayers  be  held  liable  by  thaauditoE  ? 
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He  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Oentieman  the  K^osident  of  the 
Iriah  Local  GoTernment  Board  to  that 

particular  point.  He  (Mr.  Qray)  had  given 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  briefly  the  facts 
of  the  case.  As  to  the  general  system 
of  audit,  it  would  be  worthy  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  whe- 
ther some  improvemeot  should  not  be 
made.  The  system  both  in  England  and 
Ireland  was  very  extraordinary,  but  par- 
ticularly BO  in  Ireland.  Besolutions 
were  come  to  at  one  meeting,  and  were 
usually  acted  upon  at  the  next.  It  saved 
time,  and  was  the  most  convenient 
course.  For  instance,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians  a  number  of 
payments  would  be  ordered  to  be  made 
to-day,  and  at  the  next  meeting  the 
formal  operation  of  signing  the  cheques 
would  be  gone  through.  In  the  event 
of  one  uzuawful  payment  being  made, 
and  the  auditor  surcharging  it,  it  was 
not  tilie  individuals  who  ordered  the  pay- 
ment to  be  made  who  were  held  liable, 
but  the  individuals  who  happened  te  go 
through  the  purely  mechanical  act  of 
signing  the  cheque — individuals  who 
might  have  had  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  operation  of  ordering  the  pay- 
ment. The  Act  said  that  the  Auditor, 
under  the  ciroumstances,  should  be  en- 
titled to  surcharge  the  illegal  or  im- 
proper payment  on  the  person  making 
or  authorising  the  illegal  payment.  If 
the  paynwnt  were  illegal,  or  such  as 
should  be  surcharged,  it  was  right  to 
surcharge  the  person  authorizing  it ;  but 
the  fact  that  the  mechanical  operation 
of  signing  a  cheque  rendered  the  per- 
son so  signing  liable  to  the  surcharge 
struck  him  as  something  like  an  ab- 
surdity. He  himself  had  known  many 
cases  in  which  individual  members  of  a 
Corporation  voted  against  a  certain  pay- 
ment ;  in  a  week  or  a  fortnight  cheques 
in  connection  with  that  payment  came 
up ;  they  were  signed  in  the  ordinary 
routine,  the  resolution  of  the  Oorpora- 
tion  being  thought  to  be  a  sufiEicient 
guarantee  to  those  who  signed  them 
that  the  payments  were  justifiable ;  sub- 
sequently the  Auditor  surchargol  the 
amount,  and  the  persons  who  signed  the 
cheques,  although  they  might  have  been 
opposed  on  the  Oouncil  to  the  illegal 
payment,  had  to  pay  the  surcharge. 
TIus  was  an  absurdity.  Where  thousands 
of  cheques  had  to  be  signed,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  persons  signing 
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them  to  oonuder  whether  each  payment 
authorized  by  the  pre\'ious  notion  of  the 
Body  was  legal.  Though  the  matter 
was  a  small  one,  he  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  it  in  order 
to  see  whether  it  could  not  be  placed  on 
a  better  footing.  He  did  not  deny  that 
there  might  be  legitimate  surcharges; 
but  where  they  existed,  they  should  be 
enforced  upon  the  proper  individuals, 
because,  as  he  had  pointed  out,  at  the 
present  time  they  were  very  often  put 
upon  the  wrong  people.  As  to  the  Au- 
ditors and  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  he  wished  to  men- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  believed  a  great  amount  of  dissatis- 
faction existed  amongst  officers  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  consequoice 
of  the  way  in  which  the  prizes  of  the 
Office  were  frequently  given  away  by 
the  Heads  of  the  Departments.  Officers 
who  had  served  long  in  any  Department 
looked  forward  to  promotion — to  In- 
spectorships, or  to  Auditorships — as  the 
rewards  of  their  services ;  and  when 
some  outsider,  comparatively  ignorant  of 
the  work  of  the  Department,  without  any 
kind  of  qnalltioation  except  merely  that 
of  being  a  relative  of  this  person,  or  the 
pet  of  that  individual  who  might  have 
influence,  was  pitchforked  over  the  heads 
of  those  who  wore  entitled  to  promotion 
from  long  and  faithful  services,  the  re- 
sult was  to  discourage  the  officials  of 
the  Department  He  did  not  wish  to 
drag  forward  the  names  of  indiriduals; 
but  it  would  posubly  be  in  the  recoUeo- 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self how  many  times  during  the  last  few 
years  outeiders  had  been  taken  in  and 
presented  to  lucrative  offices,  while 
competent  individuals,  who  had  been 
for  considerable  periods  in  the  Serrice, 
had  had  their  claims  passed  over.  He 
did  not  make  any  complaint  against  the 
right  ban.  Gentleman,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  under  the  late  Government 
the  system  was,  if  anything,  worse. 
He  (Mr.  Gray)  did  not  see  why,  if  they 
could  find  an  efficient  officer  in  the  De- 
partment, they  should  go  outside  it  to 
till  vacancies ;  and  even  if  a  man  hap* 
pened  to  be  a  captain,  a  colonel,  or  the 
relative  of  a  Lord;  he  did  not  see  why  he 
should  have  £600  or  £700  a-year  pre- 
sented to  him  for  doing  work  in  order  to 
learn  how  to  perfbrm  which  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  he  should  have  a  man  under 
him.  There  was  anothej^matter  to  whicb 
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attention  had  been  very  frequently  di- 
rected. It  was  a  matter  which  did  not 
affect  the  Chief  Secretary  so  much  as 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury ;  but  he 
would  call  attention  to  it,  although  he 
had  not  the  least  hope  that  what  he 
Baid  would  hare  any  effect  upon  the 
hon.  Q-entleman.  They  would  find  in 
this  Vote  a  considerable  sum  for  the 
salaries  of  sanitary  officers.  By  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1874,  as  well  as 
he  remembered,  the  Treasury,  in  order 
to  encourage  the  appointment  of  sanitary 
officers,  paid  the  Sanitary  Authorities  in 
Ireland — and  ho  believed  that  the  same 
thing  was  done  in  England — half  the 
salaries  of  these  persons ;  but,  in  consent- 
ing to  do  that,  they  inflicted  what  he 
considered  to  be  a  very  great  injustice 
upon  those  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  he 
had  already  taken  action  for  the  purpose 
of  hrin^ng  about  sanitary  improvement 
before  it  was  wnmulsory  upon  them  to 
do  so.  Prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act 
ckE  1874,  under  the  former  !niblio  Health 
Acts,  it  was  open  to  the  Sanitary  Autho- 
rities to  appoint  sanitary  medical  officers, 
and  a  sanitary  staff  or  not,  as  they 
thought  fit.  Some  of  them  thought  fit, 
but  most  of  them  did  not.  Now  the 
Treasury,  which,  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1874,  had  rendered  these 
appointments  compulsory  on  all  Local 
Bodies,  said — "  "We  will  give  to  those 
who,  up  to  1874,  had  neglected  their 
duties  and  made  no  appointments,  half 
the  salaries  of  the  new  officers;  but  as 
an  encouragement  to  those  who  did  their 
duty,  and  did  make  appointments,  we 
will  offer  no  assistance  whatever."  That 
seemed  to  him  y&tj  like  punishing  the 
ratepayers  who  did  their  duty,  and  re- 
warding those  who  neglected  it.  How 
oould  they  expect  that  Local  Authorities 
would  put  into  effective  operation  their 
legislation  if  they  treated  them  in  this 
way  ?  Was  it  not  natural  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians should  hang  back,  and  say — "  The 
Treasury  will  do  tho  same  in  connection 
with  the  Labourers'  Act  as  they  are 
are  doing  in  connection  with  the  Public 
Health  Act.  We  will  wait  and  see  what 
they  do."  These  Bodies  would  say — 
"  If  we  do  not  put  into  oporation  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  in  course  of  time 
we  shall  receive  some  assistimce  from 
Treamry ;  whereas,  if  w«  do  put  the 
Act  into  operation,  we  shall  have  to  bear 
flu  whole  expense  onxselves,  and  never 


receive  any  assistance."  The  action  of 
the  GoTcrnment  in  tliia  matter  was  cer- 
tainly not  just.'  And  it  did  not  seem  to 
him  (Mr.  Gray)  to  bo  good  policy.  He 
could  understand  the  Treasury  even  say- 
ing that  in  the  lifetime  of  the  individuals 
already  appointed  they  would  not  make 
contributions  to  their  salaries;  but  to 
say  that  for  ever  they  would  make  this 
distinction  between  officers  performing 
the  same  duties,  and  between  similar 
Public  Bodies — to  say  that  they  would 
pay  a  contribution  of  half  the  salaries  to 
one  set,  where  they  neglected  their  duty, 
and  refused  to  another,  where  they  per- 
formed their  duty,  was  to  give  a  pre- 
mium to  sluggishness,  and  a  punishment 
in  perpetuity  to  the  progressive  districts 
in  Ireland.  The  Government  did  not 
seem  to  have  a  defensible  position; 
although  he  had  no  doubt  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  have 
some  excellent  reasons  to  give  for  mun- 
taining  the  existing  state  of  thin«;s.  The 
system  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Gray)  to 
lie  hardly  compatible  with  justice  or 
common  sense ;  and  certainly  it  tended 
to  encourage  Sanitary  Authorities  in 
future  to  refrain  from  doing  what  they 
should  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  La- 
bourers' Act.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  man 
Elliott,  of  Blackrock,  the  collector  of  the 
South  Dublin  Union.  The  Chief  Di- 
rector had  sought  to  justify  the  sluggish- 
ness of  the  Department  in  the  case  of 
Elliott  by  saying  that  they  had  been 
prompt  in  the  case  of  Byrne.  The  au- 
thorities had  been  energetic  in  the  case 
of  Byrne,  no  doubt ;  but  he  hoped  that 
in  conseqnenoe  of  that  they  would  not 
stay  their  hands  in  Uie  case  of  Elliott. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  prosecute  any 
man  unless  there  was  abundant  reason 
for  it ;  but  he  thought  that  the  ease  of 
Elliott  should  certainly  be  dealt  with  on 
its  merits ;  and,  certainly,  it  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  be  desirable  that  a  man 
who  had  carried  on  a  system  of  fraud 
for  years  and  years  should  be  kept  in 
the  Public  Service.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  he  had  no  official 
knowledge  of  the  facts.  But  suppose  it 
to  be  the  case  that  Elliott  had  embezzled 
the  money  of  a  private  employer ;  sup- 
posing that  he  did  not  occupy  a  position 
on  a  public  Board,  but  had  been  the 
tmployi  of  a  private  individual,  and  had 
Mubezzled  mon^s  belonging  to  him ; 
how  would  the  ri^,ihjg;®9e?gfe 
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arrive  at  official  knowledge  of  the  fact  ? 
Snpposing  the  case  were  published  in 
all  the  newspapers,  and  were  made  the 
subject  of  discussion  for  months.  Would 
it  not  suggest  itself  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  make  some  inquiries  con- 
cemisg  the  individual,  and  to  question 
the  man  himself?  Would  he  not  take 
that  course  in  the  case  of  one  of  his  own 
serrants  ?  Would^he  not  ask  him  what 
he  had  done  with  the  money  that  was 
missing  ?  Supposing  anyone  in  that 
House  had  an  employi  against  whom 
Buch  a  charge  was  made  ;  would  he  not 
ascertain  by  the  best  means  in  his  power 
what  truth  there  was  in  that  charge? 
Would  not  the  simple  way  of  obtaining 
information  be  either  to  write  or  to  send 
to  the  man,  askiug  whether  it  was  a  fact 
that  he  was  short  in  his  accounts  ?  The 
mphyi  wonld  have  to  reply  jea  or  nay. 
11  this  course  were  pursued  in  the  case 
of  Elliott,  and  if  the  latter  said  neither 
yes  nor  no,  it  would  then  be  sufficiently 
manifest  to  the  common  sense  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  tho  man  was 
gfuilty.  Everyone  knew  that  he  was 
guilty.  It  had  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  Board  day  after  day.  The 
Board  had  taken  his  property.  Ho  had 
been  under  their  vigilance  day  by 
day,  and  they  estreated  his  belongings. 
Surely,  this  was  not  a  man  who  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Public 
Service,  handling  public  money.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  seem  to 
think  that  thero  was  anything  for  him 
to  do  ;  but  there  was  a  simple  thing  for 
him  to  do.  In  the  first  place,  he  should 
canse  a  letter  to  be  written  to  Mr. 
£lliott,  as  to  an  emplopd,  asking  for  an 
explanation,  and  should  give  Mr.  Elliott 
to  understand  that  if  he  did  not  send 
one  he  would  be  dismissed  from  his 
office ;  but  that,  under  any  circum- 
stances, in  the  meantime  he  would  be 
suspended.  Saying  this  much  could  not 
be  attended  with  any  kind  of  injustice 
or  hardship.  In  connection  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  Vote  there  was 
such  a  Variety  of  topics,  all  of  them  of 
considerable  interest  and  importance, 
that  once  he  (Mr.  Gray)  had  commenced, 
he  found  some  difficulty  in  stopping. 
He  thanked  the  Committee  for  the  pa- 
tient attention  they  had  given  to  him. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  that  with  regard 
to  the  last  question  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down, 
ha  would  remind  the  Ohief  Secretary  of 
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the  answer  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  given  to  him  (Mr.  Dawson) 
as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Elliott,  betanse  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  the  Local  Qovwnment  Board  would 
ride  oft  on  the  escnse  that  the  diffi> 
culties  in  the  defalcations  of  Mr.  Elliott 
were  matters  for  the  Sanitary  Board, 
and  not  for  the  Local  Government  Board. 
He  had  asked  what  course  they  would 
pursue  if  they  found  a  man  in  the  Go- 
vernment employ,  but  in  another  capa- 
city of  a  municipal  kind,  had  been  guilty 
of  defalcations?  He  had  asked  how 
they  would  proceed ;  and  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  told  bim  that  tho 
Home  Secretary  would  take  cognizance 
of  the  matter  in  England.  Well,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary stood,  so  far  as  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned, not  only  in  the  position  of  I^e- 
sident  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
but  also  in  the  position  of  Secretary  of 
State.  He  (Mr.  Dawson)  therefore 
maintained  that  he  was  bound,  not  only 
as  Head  Official  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  as  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
State  for  Ireland,  to  take  cognizance  of 
Mr.  Elliott's  defalcation,  and  to  institute, 
as  a  SecretaiT  of  State  would  do  iu 
England  in  the  case  of  an  English 
official,  a  full  inquiry  into  the  matter. 
Then,  as  to  the  Auditor,  he  begged  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  would  give 
them,  if  not  of  his  own  knowledge,  at 
least  on  the  authority  of  the  officials 
with  whom  he  was  associated,  some 
categorical  answer  to  this  plain  question  ? 
If  the  Auditor  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  say  that  it  was  legal  to 
spend  the  public  funds  of  Dublin  in 
coming  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  con- 
gratulate Her  Majesty  on  an  auB[acious 
event,  how  could  they  draw  the  line  and 
say  it  was  illegal  for  the  same  Corpora- 
tion to  send  their  officer  to  open  in  state 
an  enterprize  that  was  for  the  nationnl 
benefit  and  the  general  progress  of  the 
community?  They  certainly  did  not 
find  in  the  Act  any  definite  instruction 
as  to  where  to  draw  the  line.  The 
phraseology  of  the  law  which  directed  the 
Auditor  in  the  two  countries  was  typical 
of  all  tho  other  legislation  which  was 
passed  for  the  two  countries.  In  the 
first  article  of  the  Instructions  to  the 
Poor  Law  Officers  in  EngUmd,  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  should  sur- 
charge were  detailed  in  a  comprehensive 
manner;  but  i^»«»|,3^5«0^^^rul 
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power  given,  unfortunately,  by  the  Act 
applyin)|f  to  Ireland  ?  It  was  to  sur- 
charge evetything  contrary  to  law,  or 
anything  theydeemed  to  be  not  accord- 
ing to  law.  He  thought  that  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
&e  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  should  give  the  Oommitteo  a 
plain  Btatement  as  to  the  liability  of 
officers  who  administerod  the  public 
funds  in  a  city  like  Dublin  in  respect  of 
money  spent  by  them  in  sending  an  Ad- 
dress to  Her  Majesty  and  in  respect  of 
other  public  events.  He  was  of  opinion, 
and  be  trusted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  be  able  to  say, 
that  as  soon  as  possible  some  legislation 
should  be  introduced  to  define  the  power 
of  Auditors  of  the  Local  QoTernment 
Board  in  Ireland  in  respect  of  sur- 
charges. What  the  Committee  looked 
for  from  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  now 
was  that  he  should  answor  the  legal 
point  raised  with  regard  to  the  two 
apedes  of  deputations,  and  also  that  he 
should  state  whether  he  intended  to  take 
proceedings  against  Mr.  Elliott. 

&(b.  KENNY  said,  it  would  be  super- 
fluous for  him  to  follow  the  hon.  Member 
for  Carlow  County  (Mr.  Gray)  into  the 
question  of  the  sanitary  arrangements 
at  Dublin,  because  he  had  so  thorough 
a  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  had 
spoken  upon  it  so  ably  and  fully,  that  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  add  any- 
thing of  value  to  what  he  had  stated. 
But  the  hon.  Member  had  also  called 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  the  Committee  to  the  appoint- 
ments of  Sanitaiy  Inspeotora ;  and,  in 
doing  so,  he  had  pointed  out  an  extra- 
ordinary anomaly  with  regard  to  them 
— namely,  that,  whereas  the  Medical  In- 
spectors and  Officers  of  Health  who 
were  appointed  under  the  Act  of  1874, 
had  the  half  of  their  salaries  paid  by 
the  Treasury,  those  who  were  appointed 
previously  to  that  Act  coming  into  ope- 
ration had  no  portion  of  their  salaries 
paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  He 
was  bound  to  say  that  he  regarded  the 
existence  of  those  officers  as  a  complete 
fraud — an  imposition.  They  did  nothing 
for  their  pay.  J^otwitlistanding  the  large 
Ealfiries  they  received  nothing  was  done 
}fj  them  to  preserve  the  health  of  the 
people.  JiL  oases  where  they  were  em- 
ployed by  people,  it  was  not  likely  that 
tiiey  would  report  adrexsely  to  tho«e 


who  supported  them,  because  they  de- 
pended more  upon  their  practice  than 
they  did  upon  their  salaries  as  Officers 
of  Health.  This  office,  which  was  so 
necessa^,  was  made  such  a  fraud  on  the 
public  that  when  the  present  Amend- 
ment was  disposed  of,  he  should  feel  it 
bis  duty  to  more  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £7,400  which  re- 
presented half  the  salaries  of  the  Sani- 
tary Officers.  But  he  rose  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  addressing  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  a  subject  which  was 
closely  connected  with  the  question  of 
the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  a 
town  in  Ireland.  Some  time  since,  owing 
to  a  variety  of  circumstances,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Ennis  Town  Commissioners 
ceased.  Now  the  Town  Improvement 
Act  had  eeased  to  be  enforced,  and  it 
was  sought  to  have  that  Act  re-adopted, 
a  proposal  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
ratepayers  at  a  public  meeting.  On  the 
9th  of  AprU  last,  a  deputation  of  towns- 
people went  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
and  asked  them  to  take  charge  of  the 
water  and  sewage  works,  and  also  of 
the  lighting  of  the  town ;  a  deputation 
was  then  deputed  to  beg  the  couseut  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  The  de- 
putation, having  attended  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  with  reference  to  the 
sewage  and  water  works,  informed  them 
that  the  Board  desired  to  know  what 
their  powers  were,  and  whether  they 
were  authorized  to  undertake  the  duty 
of  contracting  for  the  supply  of  the  town ; 
and,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  light- 
ing, what  power  they  had  to  supply  gas- 
works, or  of  contracting  for  the  supply 
of  gas  from  the  present  Company  ;  and 
also  whether  the  Board  of  Guardians 
could  assume  the  functions  which  for- 
merly had  had  belonged  to  the  Town 
Commissioners  ?  The  letter  sent  in  reply 
stated  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  could 
not  undertake  the  lighting  of  the  town, 
and  that  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
would  be  obtained  on  the  other  point. 
But  three  months  had  elapsed  since  that 
time,  and  yet  no  answer  had  been  given, 
notwithstanding  that  repeated  commu- 
nications bad  passed  asking  for  a  reply 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. It  appeared  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  found  it  impossible  to 
prevent  the  Board  of  Guardians  taking 
charge  of  the  water  works,  as  the  rates 
would  have  to  be  divided  between  the 
landlords  and  the  ^t«;CS6^^ 
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there  was  a  feeling  amongst  a  certain 
portion  of  the  population  of  the  town 
that  it  would  be  adverse  to  their  interest 
to  hare  the  Board  of  Guardians  ap- 
|H)iQted  for  the  purpose,  because  the  ad- 
justment of  taxation  might  be  different 
under  the  Board  of  Guardians  from 
what  it  was  under  the  Town  Commis- 
aioners.  He  need  not  point  out  that  at 
the  present  moment  it  was  exceedingly 
desirable  that  the  sanitary  arrangements 
at  Ennia  should  be  looked  aner  and 
made  as  complete  as  possible ;  that  the 
town  should  oe  lighted ;  that  the  water 
works  should  not  be  allowed  to  fall  into 
a  defective  state  owing  to  there  being 
no  person  to  look  after  them,  and  that 
there  should  be  some  authority  ap- 
pointed who  should  be  responsible  for 
their  proper  management.  It  appeared 
that  when  tho  water  works  were  origi- 
nallyconstructed.therewasa  little  stream 
near  them  which  was  shut  off  by  the  en- 
gineer responsible  for  the  management 
of  the  works.  But  owing  to  the  present 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  this  stream 
had  broken  through  the  barrier  and 
entered  the  reservoir  which  supplied  the 
town.  The  Oomnuttee  Tould  at  once 
perceive  the  very  eerioua  consequences 
which  were  likely  to  follow  from  the 
town  being  supplied  with  bad  water,  es- 
pecially if  there  were  an  epidemic  of 
cholera.  He  would  venture  to  put  this 
matter  before  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland.  It  appeared  to  him  that  under 
the  Public  nealth  Act  there  were  strong 
reasons  for  supposing  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  had  power  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility for  supplying  water  to  and 
lighting  the  town,  which  the  Town  Com- 
missioners preriously  possessed.  It  was 
stated  in  the  reply  which  the  Board  of 
Oaardians  received  from  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  on  the  28th  of  April  last, 
that  there  was  no  power  in  them  to  light 
the  town,  which,  by  the  Public  Health  Act, 
was  confined  solely  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rities. But  Section  80  of  the  Act  gave 
power  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  con- 
tract for  lighting,  and  even  to  purchase 
gas  works,  and,  therefore,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
were  entitled  to  contract  for  the  light- 
ing of  the  town.  He  would  also  call 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  the  words  "  duly  autho- 
rized "  in  the  connection  in  which  they 
stood  in  the  282nd  section  of  the  Act, 
which  (dearly  implied  that  the  Boud 
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of  Guardians  had  power  to  light  the 
town.  For  his  own  pert,  he  thought 
that,  under  various  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  it  was  clearly  estab- 
lished that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
could  assume  the  exact  functions  which 
the  Town  Commissioners  had  ceased  to 
exercise.  He  could  quite  understand 
that  it  might  be  inconvenient  for  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  reply 
upon  this  question  at  the  present  time, 
because  he  (Mr.  Kenny)  had  introduced 
the  anbject  without  any  previous  Notice. 
He  understood  that  the  question  was 
rather  an  involved  one,  and  thai  the 
cases  which  had  arisen  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament  wore  very  intricate  and  com- 
plicated, and  therefore  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  probably 
prefer  to  reply  on  the  point  he  had 
raised  on  a  future  occasion.  Still,  as  his 
constituents  were  extremely  anxious  to 
know  in  what  position  they  stood  in  re- 
ference to  this  matter,  be  should  be 
obliged  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man would  state  the  day  on  which  it 
would  be  convenient  that  such  reply 
should  be  given. 

Thb  SOUOITOK  general  roB 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Waleeb)  said,  this 
was  probably  the  firat  time  that  the 
question  brought  forward  by  the 
hen.  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Xeony) 
had  been  raised  since  the  Act  vaa 
passed  under  which  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ceased  to  exist.  Primd  facie  ho 
did  not  think  the  Board  of  Guardians 
had  power  to  light  the  town.  How- 
ever, he  was  aware  that  some  difference 
of  opinion  existed  on  the  matters  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  referred, 
and  if  the  hon.  Member  would  place  a 
Notice  on  the  Paper,  he  would  undertake 
to  answer  it  in  detail  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  must  ask  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  as  the 
Legal  Bepresentative  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment, to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
power  of  the  auditor  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion with  regard  to  surcharging  public 
officers  in  cases  where  they  expended 
money  on  different  public  objects.  What 
powers  had  they  to  distinguish  between 
money  spent  on  presenting  an  Addrecs 
to  Her  Majesty,  and  money  spent,  eay, 
upon  opening  an  important  public  Exhi- 
bition ? 

Thb  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  said,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Auditor  to  exercise  hia 
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disoretionand  legal  knowledge  in  striking 
out  payments  that  he  deemed  to  be  il- 
legal. The  anditor  might  be  right,  or 
he  might  be  wrong,  in  deciding  on  a 
partioidar  cha^ ;  but  he  would  point 
out  that  a  tiro-fold  remedy  was  pro- 
vided— first,  by  an  appeal  to  the  Local 
GoTOioamt  Board,  ^o,  after  ooneulta- 
tion  Tith  thor  legal  advisers,  might 
decide  whether  an  auditor  was  right  or 
VTOttg;  aad,  secondly,  by  an  appeal 
fimm  Uie  IjOci^  Qovemment  Board  to 
the  Oourt  Qt  Qaeen*a  Bendi  by  writ  of 
ttrtwrmri.  It  was  clear,  therefore,  that 
the  law  prorided  ample  remedy  in  ease 
of  error  on  the  part  of  the  auditor. 

Mb.  QBAY  said,  with  all  respect  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  Qeoeral  fur  Ireland,  he  did  not 
think  he  was  quite  right  in  the  view  he 
had  tf^en  of  the  remedy  open  to  public 
officers  who  ware  surcharged  by  the 
anditor  of  the  Local  Qorernment  Board. 
The  hon.  and  learned  0-entleman  had 
deaeribed  £hat  remedy  as  two-fold  ;  but 
his  reooUeotion  was  that  the  exercise 
of  one  part  of  the  remedy  precluded  the 
use  of  ue  other.   They  mig^t  appeal  to 
the  clemenoy  of  tiie  Local  GoverDment 
Board  with  reference  to  the  question  of 
law,  or,  at  their  own  instanoe,  they  might 
seek  to  have  the  question  decided  at 
law  ;  but  they  coiild  not  first  appeal  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Ijocal  Govern- 
ment  Bou^,  and  then,  if  the  result  were 
unfavourable,  proceed  in  the  Queen's 
Bench.    He  was  anxious  to  make  the 
position  clear  with  refOTence  to  this 
point.     His  opinion  was  that  the  re- 
medy was  not  two-fold,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  described  it  to 
be,  but  alternative.     The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  that  the  audi- 
tor was  entitled  to  exercise  hia  discretion 
as  regarded  the  legality  of  certain  pay- 
ments, and  that  the  word  ' '  uofounded  " 
meant  snvouched,  not  unjustifiable;  that 
was  to  say,  the  auditor  was  only  eotitled 
to  consider  whether  the  payments  made 
were  illegal  paymenta  or  not.   For  in- 
stance, one  might  oonoeivo  it  to  be  per- 
fectly proper  on  the  part  of  the  local 
Aathorities  to  send  a  deputation,  at  their 
own  expense,  to  congratulate  Her  If  a- 
jesty  under  certain  circumstances,  or  to 
open  an  Exhibition ;  on  the  other  hand, 
it  might  be,  in  the  opinion  of  other  per- 
sons, improper  to  send  a  deputation  for 
sny  trifling  pupoee.    Now,  he  said  that 
if  the  auditor  was  net  to  have  regard  to 
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the  test  of  the  discretion  of  the  body  in 
question,  but  was  solely  to  be  restricted 
to  the  consideration  as  to  whether  the 
expenditure  was  legal  or  not — if  that 
were  so,  he  contended  that  nothing  could 
well  be  more  unsatisractoiy,  because  the 
auditor  was  found  often  to  forget  that 
he  was  a  public  official,  to  seek  to  place 
himself  in  the  position  of  the  elected  re- 
presentatives of  the  ratepayers,  and  to 
say  whether  suoh  or  such  an  ezpenditore 
was  or  was  not  extravagant  add  impru- 
dent, besides  oooaaonidly  surcharging;, 
not  because  he  thought  the  expeniStnre 
illegal,  but  because  he  did  not  like  it. 
For  instance,  the  auditor,  on  one  occa- 
sion, surcharged  the  fees  paid  by  the 
Dublin  Corporation  to  Messrs.  Ellis  and 
Sons,  solioitora,  for  appearing,  on  behalf 
of  the  Council,  before  the  Recorder  of 
Dublin,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  a 
regular  law  agent,  although  that  gentle- 
man was  then  engaged  upon  important 
legal  business  in  London.  Kow,  he  felt 
:  sure  that  the  legal  mind  of  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  would  revolt  from 
that  exerdse  of  the  auditor's  discretion. 
There  was  an  appeal,  undoubtedly,  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  that 
appeal  might  decide  the  matter,  not  on 
the  point  of  law,  but  on  the  point  of 
whether  the  expenditure  was  one  which, 
they  approved,  or  otherwise ;  and  there 
was  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  in  which  a  great  deal  of  money 
might  be  unaoccessfutly  spent.  But 
there  ought,  he  contended,  to  be  some 
means  by  which  a  local  body,  without 
expense  or  formality,  could  obtain  a 
legal  decision  with  reeard  to  the  legality 
of  surcharges  by  auditors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  It  was  not  sufficient 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  should, 
in  some  cases  of  surdiage,  be  able  to 
tell  the  auditor  to  say  no  more  about  the 
matter.  There  ought  to  be  more  than 
that ;  there  ought  to  be  re sponsibiiity  on 
the  part  of  the  auditor.  The  law,  as  it 
stood,  would  amply  provide  against  any 
absolutely  improper  application  of  the 
funds.  There  ought  to  oe  suoh  a  remedy 
as  an  application  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  for.  a  mandamus  or  soiae  other 
means  of  reoovering  the  money.  Further, 
he  thought  that  a  Government  official 
should  not  have  the  right  to  interfere  at 
all  between  the  ratepayers  and  those 
who  expended  the  public  money,  fle 
was  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
double  remedy— first,  an  appUcatiod 
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on  the  merits  of  the  case  to  the  Local 
Gorernment  Board,  and,  failing  that,  an 
application  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench.  With  regard  to  the  case  put  by 
his  hoo.  Friend  the  Member  for  Carlow 
(Mr.  Dawson).  Here  vas  an  instance 
in  point.  Money  had  been  spent  by  a 
public  body  on  two  objects — in  the  one 
case  upon  a  deputation  to  congratulate 
Her  Majesty  upon  certain  circumstances, 
and  in  Uie  other  upon  the  opening  of  an 
important  public  Exhibition,  and  the 
auditor  stepped  in  and  said — "I  will 
allow  the  charge  for  the  Queen;  I  will 
not  allow  it  for  the  Exhibition."  He  did 
not  think  that  the  answer  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  met  the  case 
put  by  his  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  ARTHUE  AKNOLD  said,  having 
listened  for  some  time  to  the  complaints 
of  Irish  Members  opposite,  he  felt  bound 
to  commiserate  the  state  of  their  affairs. 
He  rose  on  that  occasion  to  say  a  few 
vordfi  with  reference  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr. 
Dawson),  and  other  hon.  Members,  in 
re^rd  to  the  question  of  surcharges  by 
auoitora  of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board. 
He  had  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  wieh  to 
lead  tlie  Committee  to  suppose— ["  No, 
no!"]— at  all  events,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man nad  led  him  to  suppose  that,  in 
Bome  circumstances,  in  England  it  was 
possible  for  such  a  matter  to  occur  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  had  alluded 
to.  But  no  such  thing  had  ever  hap- 
pened in  England.  There  was  no  Go- 
vernment audit  of  the  Corporation  ac- 
counts of  any  municipal  borough  in  Eng- 
land; and  if  the  Corporation  of  any  bo- 
rough in  England  thought  fit  to  come  up 
to  LKindon  at  that  time  to  congratulate 
tho  Prime  Minister  on  the  pai^sing  of  the 
Hepresentation  of  the  People  Bill  through 
the  House  of  Commons  there  was  no 
power  to  surchai^  the  expense  of  sueh 
a  visit  up<m  those  who  incurred  it  The 
auditors  of  Municipal  Corporations  vere 
appointed  by  Uie  Corporations  tiiem- 
Belves,  their  factions  were  clearly  de- 
fined, and  were  limited  to  investigating 
whether  or  not  the  expenditure  was  met 
by  the  vouchers  that  were  produced  to 
them  at  the  audit.  He  assured  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  no  such  case  could  occur, 
with  regard  to  any  Corporation  in  Eng- 
land, as  that  described  by  the  hou. 
Member  for  Carlow ;  and  he  did  not  see 
why  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
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Dublin  should  labour  under  a  dieability 
which  did  not  apply  to  any  Uonicipu 
Corporation  in  England. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  press  this  question  further  upon 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury.  He  could  assure  the  hoa. 
Gentleman  that  the  ciroumttanees  he 
had  alluded  to  had  created  a  veiy  strong 
interest  amongst  the  people  of  Dublin 
and  of  Ireland  generally.  In  this  mat- 
ter of  audit  they  complained  that  power 
was  left  to  the  auditor,  who  was  not  a 
lawyer,  to  decide  upon  his  own  judg- 
ment what  he  would  and  what  he  would 
not  allow ;  in  other  words,  it  was  left 
to  him  to  aay  whether  he  would  irritate 
and  annoy  the  whole  Corporation  of 
Dublin,  and  put  the  people  into  a  state 
of  discontent  with  the  law  of  the  land. 
He  was  sorry  to  trouble  the  Freeideot  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  whose 
duties  were  so  constant  and  multifarious ; 
but  he  would  be  glad  to  know  distinctly, 
from  him  whether  it  was  a  fact  that  the 
Department  had  issued  a  request  to  the 
auditors  who  were  engaged  in  carrying 
out  the  law  in  England  that  they  would 
only  surcharge  what  was  not  accounted 
for  ?  The  Irish  Act  contained  the  words 
with  reference  to  euicharges  "which 
he  deems  to  be  unfounded,"  and  those 
words  he  (Mr.  Dawson)  contended  ought 
to  be  rastricted.  The  result  of  tbe  pre- 
sent action  of  the  auditors  might  well  be 
that  if  the  Corporations  in  Ireland  could 
not  send  their  officers  to  open  a  public 
EshibitioQ,  which  in  the  case  in  ques- 
tion, he  believed,  was  under  the  patron- 
age of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  they 
could  not  send  deputations  of  the  other 
kind  indicated — they  might  say  they 
could  not  send  deputations  to  condole 
with  Her  Majesty  in  her  domestio  be- 
reavements, or  to  congratulate  her  on 
having  escaped  from  the  hand  of  an 
assassin,  because  they  would  have  to 
bear  the  expense  themselres.  If  they 
were  told  they  must  not  employ  their 
officers  to  open  an  Industrial  Exhibi- 
tion, as  they  would  have  to  pay  for  it, 
why  that  wholesome  custom  would  have 
to  be  discontinued.  The  point  was,  that 
the  Dublin  Corporation  were  allowed 
to  send  a  deputation  to  London  to  pre- 
sent an  Address  of  Congratulation  to 
Her  Majesty  because  the  auditor  said 
the  expenditure  was  legal;  but  when 
they  sent  to  Cork  to  open  an  Sxhibition 
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thftt  would  be  nsdfol  to  the  pecmle  of 
IreUnd  the  case  vw  entirely  different. 
This  high-minded  man  said — "  We  will 
allow  yoQ  to  come  to  London  and  spend 
£50  on  an  Address  to'  the  Queen ;  but 
if  you  go  down  to  Oork  to  open  an  Ex- 
Utation  for  the  purpoee  of  facilitating 
0ie  development  of  Irish  indueby  we 
will  Buroharge  jrou  every  farthing." 
He  therefmo  appealed  to  the  painetakiog 
Preddent  of  the  Local '  QoTemment 
Board  to  take  this  matter  up,  and  to  pre- 
rent  the  further  irritation  uf  public  opi- 
nion which,  the  action  of  the  auditors 
had  produced  throughout  Ireland.  Under 
the  Iridh  Act  an  incompetent  man  often 
got  to  be  auditor,  and,  in  the  matter  of 
aUowing  expenses  and  expending  the 
fbads  of  the  Municipality,  took  upon 
hinuelf  to  tell  the  people  what  they 
should  do  and  what  they  should  not  do, 
in  ^ite  of  bia  want  of  knowledge  on  the 
nibjeet.   

^  Kb.  CX)UBTNEY  said,  he  took  part 
in  the  debate  with  great  relaotance,  and 
at  the  outset  be  felt  it  Qeoeasary  to  take 
flxeeptioQ  to  expressions  made  use  of 
1^  ue  hon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr 
Arnold). 

Ue.  ABTHUB  ABNOLD  said,  he 
vonld  witJidraw  any  expression  the  hon. 
Gentleman  tbouji;bt  out  of  place. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  was  not  correct  when  he 
stated  that  any  of  these  expenses  could 
be  borne  oat  of  the  borough  fond  in 
England. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD:  I  said 
ttiat  any  expense  oat  of  the  borough 
fnnds  oonld  not  be  made  subject  to  sur- 
sharge. 

Mb.  COUBTNET  :  I  do  not  say  those 
ivere  the  hon.  Member's  very  words.  I 
lay  ihe  ailment  of  my  hon.  Friend 
WM  that  the  excessive  expenditure  at 
the  ducreUon  of  Town  Ooonoils  in 
England  could  not  be  questioned  by  the 
mmor. 

Me.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD :  Not  qnes- 
ttoned  in  the  same  manner. 

Me.  COURTNEY:  It  was  asserted 
that  in  England  the  authority  of  the 
Town  Council  was  not  sufficient  to  cover 
the  expenee  incurred  by  the  Town  Couo- 
dl.  The  question  was  opened  in  Eng- 
land, although  in  a  different  manner,  as 
was  seen  in  the  oaae  of  the  Corporation 
of  Sunderland. 

Me.  gray  :  The  action  of  the  Town 
OonndL  maqueetioiMd  inaCourt  of  Law. 


Mh.  COURTNEY:  Precisely.  No 
doubt  the  auditor  in  Ireland  is  able  to 
question  the  aooounts  and  surcharge  il- 
legal ezpenditore;  but  ia  his  action 

final? 
Mb.  GRAY:  Yes. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  the  statute 
which  created  the  auditor's  duties  pro- 
vided two  means  of  redress  and  getting 
the  auditoi^e  decision  corrected — one 
way  by  applying  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
auditor's  decision,  and  asking  that,  if 
necessary,  the  auditor  should  be  super- 
seded, and  the  other  way  precisely  aa  in 
England — by  applying  to  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  for  a  writ  of  e^rtiorar*. 
Those  were  the  remedies  afforded  by  the 
Statute.  The  first  seemed  very  simple 
— namely,  to  appeal  to  the  Local  Qo- 
vemment  Board — and  it  involved  no  ex- 
penser  whatever.  In  the  case  in  question 
no  remedy  had  been  resorted  io.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  question  the  consistency 
of  the  decisions  in  the  matter  of  the 
various  expenses  of  the  Dublin  Oozpo- 
ration,  some  having  been  surcharged 
and  the  others  allowed.  Possibly  the 
Corporation  would  come  to  the  con- 
elusion,  after  what  had  occurred,  that 
if  they  were  not  to  be  permitted  to 
spend  money  for  one  purpose  they  would 
not  spend  it  for  another. 

Me.  JESSE  COLLINQS  said,  one 
was  struck  by  such  speeches  as  they  had 
ju8t  beard  with  the  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  Members  of  the  Government  as  to 
the  nature  of  local  business.  Bethought 
it  should  be  necessary  for  a  man  before 
he  became  a  Minister  to  serve  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  not  less  than  three  years 
in  one  of  their  local  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions, or  that  Parliament  should  ooca- 
sionaJly  meet  in  one  of  their  large  Pro- 
vincial towns,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the 
miserable  atmosphere  of  London  and 
acquire  some  knowledge  of  local  a£Eair8. 
There  was  notbing  worse — there  was 
nothing  more  irritating  thantbisauditor- 
ship  in  large  towns.  An  auditor  came 
down  to  Birmingham,  or  Manchester,  or 
Liverpool,  to  audit  the  School  Board  ac- 
counts, and  took  off,  say  U.  6d.,  for  a 
cab  which  some  unfortunate  individual 
had  seen  fit  to  hire  in  ihe  pefurmanoe 
of  his  duty  in  connection  with  the  School 
Board.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Courtney) 
talked  about  "  a  remedy."  But  the  hon. 
Gentieman  must  remember  that  an  ap- 
peal, if  unBucoessful,  involved^^rreat  exn 
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pense  to  those  who  made  it.    He  must 
also  remember  that  election  to  a  position 
on  the  Town  Council  no  doubt  carried 
with  it  a  great  deal  of  honour.    ["  Oh, 
oh ! "  and  a  laugh.']    He  expected  cheers 
of  that  kind  from  Gentlemen  who  did 
not  know  the  dignity  of  their  municipal 
institutions;  but  he  could  assure  them 
that  the  position  was  regarded  by  the 
leading   oiticens  in   their  municipal 
boroughs  as  a  high  honour.  That 
was  to  say,  it  was  the  highest  posi- 
tion within  their  reach  —  the  highest 
position    in  which  they  oould  serve 
their  fellow-citizens  and  secure  good 
local  goTemment.    As  he  was  say- 
ing, the  position  of  Town  Councillor, 
although  it  involved  a  great  deal  of 
honour,  at  the  same  time  involved  con- 
siderable responsibility.  Added  to  these 
drawbacks,  the  responsibilities  and  sac- 
riOces  of  public  municipal  life,  they  were 
asking  by  the  remedy  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man suggested  that  men  should  get 
themselves  out  of  a  position  of  difficulty 
in  which  they  had  been  placed  by  some 
official   knowing  nothing   about  the 
circumstances  by  appealing  to  London, 
very  possibly  getting  themselves  into 
expense.    Take   the   Corporation  of 
Birmingham,  for  instance,  whioh  had 
upon  it  a  large  number  of  men  unable  to 
betfr  heavy  expense.    Surely,  it  was  a 
very  hard  position  to  place  such  men  in, 
to  hold  them  responsible  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  cheques  required,  if  ooe  of 
these  auditors  should  come  down  and 
surcharge    the  expenditure.     In  his 
opinion  no  audit  at  all  was  required. 
Corporations  were  required  to  furnish 
accounts  periodically — once  a  year — and 
they  were  scrutinized  by  the  ratepayers, 
and  that  was  a  sufficient  check.  In  Bir- 
mingham they  had  two  local  auditors 
who,  so  for  as  vonohers  and  so  f&r  as 
expense  was  concerned,  were  very  con- 
siderato.  .  It  was  necessary  to  get  out  of 
tiie  minds  of  the  Government  and  their 
law-makers  this  idea  of  centralization. 
That  a  man  or  two  or  three  men  shut  up. 
in  a  room  in  London  could  understand 
the  wants  or  do  justice  to  a  particular 
locality  in  these  matters  of  expenditure 
was  absurd,  and  it  should  be  get  out  of 
the  minds  of  the  Government.    He  on 
one  occasion  had  been  engaged  in  regu- 
lating a  public  meeting  for  a  public  ob- 

i'ect,  and  an  action  was  brought  against 
lim.   The  Town  Council  decided  to 
defend  him.   One  or  two  individuals 

Mr.  Jme  Colling* 


moved  the  Queen's  Bench,  or  whatever 
it  was  in  London,  to  prevent  the  charge 
for  his  defence  being  levied  on  the 
ratepayers ;  and  the  result  was  that  the 
costs,  amounting  to  £200  or  £300,  were 
put  upon  him.    What  right  had  anyone 
in  liondon  to  say  to  the  people  of  Bir- 
mingham, represented  hytheir  local  Parw 
liament — *'  You  shall  not  do  this  thing ; 
and  yonr  Chief  Magistrate,  -who  for  no 
purpose  of  his  own,  but  in  order  to 
secure  good  order  in  an  action  which 
the  inhabitants  compelled  him  to  under- 
take to  preside  over,  shall  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  defending  himself."  What 
right  had  anyone  in  London  to  say  that 
the  people  of  the  Muncipality  should  not 
bear  the  expense  of  defending  that 
Chief  Magistrato  f    He  thought  the 
tendency  of  the  House  should  be  to 
leave  the  localities  to  help  themselves, 
and  to  manage  their  own  affairs.  At 
present  the  state  of  things  was  simply 
like  a  nurse  saying  to  a  child — "I  wiU 
never  let  you  walk  until  you  can  walk 
properly."    At  least,  let  a  child  learn  to 
walk.   It  must  always  have  its  falls 
and  bumps;  but  they  voold  teach  it 
experience  that  would  cease  when  it 
began  to  stand  well.   In  the  same  way 
it  was  most  foolish  to  keep  Corporations 
continually  in  leading  strmgs.   He  did 
not  know  Irish  Corporations  were  sah- 
jected  to  indignities  that  English  Corpo- 
rations were  free  from,  and-  if  they  were 
it  was  time  the  arrangement  was  altered. 
All  bodies  elected  by  the  people  should 
be  let  alone.   The  House  might  depend 
upon  it  that  if  they  went  wrong  once  or 
twice  they  would  not  go  wrong  a  third 
or  fourth  time,  for  the  ratepayers,  or 
those  who  had  to  supply  the  mooey, 
would  very  soon  insist  upon  those  who 
had  the  spending  of  it  awaking  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty.   To  his  mind  they 
had  quito  enough  to  do  in  that  House 
instead  of  meddling  in  all  these  little 
ridiculous  things  connected  with  subjects 
which  they  could  not  possibly  under- 
stand.  If  hon.  Uembera  could  see  the 
ridicule  in  the  locality  itself  attached  to 
the  proceedings  of  auditors  sent  down 
to  audit  the  atfairs  of  a  Municipality 
they  would  be  amused.   For  instance, 
the  manner  in  which  the  expenditure  of 
the  School  Boards  was  audited  was  re- 
garded as  a  perfect  force.   The  expense 
of  the  salaries  of  these  officers  was  re- 
garded as  an  absoluto  wasto  of  money, 
and  he  had  no  hesitation,  in  aaykur  that 
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vbere  £100  was  spent  on  these  ofS.cials 
they  did  not  effect  a  saving  of  as  many 
ahiUings.  He  knew  cases  where  there 
hod  wttD.  grave  doubt  and  Berious  reflec- 
tion as  to  the  accounts  of  a  Munici- 
pality, and  where  in  the  end  there  had 
DCMi  about  2».  6d.  struck  off  for  some 
siniple  matter.  As  to  the  remedy  pointed 
oat,  that  in  a  very  small  degree,  if  at 
all,  alleviated  the  diffioully.  It  added 
to  the  expense,  no  doubt ;  and  if  those 
who  appealed  were  unsncoessf^  the  ex- 
pense fell  upon  them— the  poor  Town 
Councillors.  In  this  case  there  was  no 
allegation  of  any  &aud  or  mal-adminis- 
toation.  But  in  cases  where  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  spent  money 
with  the  full  approval  of  the  constitu- 
ents, and  in  the  interest  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  locality,  if  the  auditor 
when  he  came  down  should  happen  to 
disupree  with  the  item,  possibly  because 
of  hu  aver-offioionsneas,  such  represen- 
iativeB  of  the  people  would  hare  to  bear 
the  expense.  The  ratepayers  had  a 
remedy  in  their  own  hands  if  anything 
wrong  was  going  on  with  the  accounts. 
They  had  the  power  of  taming  out  the 
Tova  OoancdUorB  at  the  next  election. 
The  rat^ayers  knew  what  was  going 
on — the  auditor  knew  nothing  about  the 
borough.  They  wanted  a  species  of 
H<ane  Bule  in  England  in  these  matters 
as  well  as  in  Ireland.  Let  the  people 
in  their  boronghs  manage  their  own 
a&irs — it  would  satisfy  the  localities, 
and  enable  Parliament  to  devote  more 
time  to  more  important  Imperial  mat- 
ters. He  earnestly  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  this  matter  into  their 
consideration,  and  would  move  in  the 
direction  of  putting  a  stop  to  all  this 
waste  and  expense  of  auditing.  He  was 
mniaeioas  that  there  wae  a  difficulty  in 
the  wi^  of  aueh  a  proceeding — namely, 
the  idea  the  various  Departments  had 
of  the  advantages  of  creating  new  offices. 
'She  Departments  were  always  anxious 
for  an  opportunity  of  creating  a  new 
office — they  readily  availed  themselves  of 
any  pretence  for  such  a  proceeding.  They 
all  liked  creating  offices  to  which  salaries 
of  some  hundreds  a-year  were  attached, 
and  in  connection  with  which  there  were 
snne  duties  to  perform  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  the  country  were 
Qseful.  All  this  sort  of  thing  caused 
great  dissatisfaction  in  their  municipal 
boroughs;  and  it  was  a  matter  which 
vhsB  they  had  time^  and  wb«i  the  Par- 


liamentary atmosphere  was  clear  of  pre- 
sent legieJation,  the  Government  would 
have  greater  pressure  put  upon  them  to 
deal  with. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  who  was  nothing  if  not 
critical,  in  this  case  had  exercised  his 
criticism  on  matters  with  which  he  had 
not  the  slightest  aoqnaintanoe.  They 
had  not  taken  action  against  the  decision 
of  the  auditor  in  the  case  of  Dublin,  but 
they  had  in  the  case  of  Limerick. 
Limerick,  in  order  to  give  effect  and 
solemnity  to  the  Industnal  Exhibition, 
had  also  sent  up  to  Cork  their  civio 
officers,  and  when  the  expenses  of  these 
officers  were  surcharged  upon  the  Town 
Council  an  appeal  ad  mitericordiam  was 
made  to  the  Local  Govemiaent  Board. 
This  appeal  met  with  no  satisfactory 
response — the  mission  was  not  recog- 
nized as  one  for  which  the  ratepayers 
should  be  allowed  to  pay,  however  they 
might  desire  to,  because  it  was  not  a 
toadying  affair.  Limerick  had  applied 
to  the  Queen's  Bench';  but  their  sur- 
chai^  was  confirmed  in  a  much  more 
Governmental  manner  thfm  it  had  been 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  itself. 
Ilie  Municipality  of  Dublin,  therefore, 
had  been  iorewaroed  and  forearmed. 
They  had  heard  upon  this  subject  a 
very  powerful  appeal  from  the  hon. 
Member  forCarlow  (Mr.  Gray) — a  much 
more  powerful  description  than  they  had 
heard  in  the  interest  of  the  Government 
on  the  other  side.  If  English  Members 
would  only  take  the  interest  in  these 
matters  which  they  took  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Soudanese  and  the  Basutos,  no 
doubt  some  satisfactory  issue  might  re- 
sult. If  the  Prime  Minister  said  one 
word  about  the  South  African  Natives, 
or  the  inhabitants  of  the  Soudan,  he 
raised  a  discussion  at  once,  and  the 
London  papers  teemed  with  the  subject. 
He  (Mr.  Dawson)  told  them  that  Ire- 
land was  of  more  consequence  to  them 
than  the  Basuto  tribes.  He  told  them 
that  the  peace  and  goodwill  of  Ireland, 
which  was  set  at  nought,  was  of  more 
importance  to  England  than  what  oc- 
curred in  the  Soudan,  or  in  the  fate  of 
General  Gordon.  He  did  not  blame  the 
English  people  at  all  for  the  attitude 
assumed  by  English  Members  in  that 
House.  If  the  English  people  were  as 
thoroughly  informed  about  the  real  ttatu* 
que  as  they  were  about  the  remote  and 
unimportant  Colonies  of  the- jEWtire.  • 
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they  Tould  care  more  about  the  securitj, 
eaf  ely,  and  proapertty  of  Ireland.  There- 
fore it  was  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oarlow  (Mr.  Gray)  and  he  (Mr.  Dawson) 
had  drawn  this  matter  out  of  the  amall 
area  of  the  Metropolis  of  Ireland,  in 
whinh  it  originally  rested.  They  had 
drawn  the  matter  out  of  the  small  ques- 
tion as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  officer 
who  saperviaed  the  accounts  of  Dublin 
for  the  time  beinp,  and  who  told  the 
Corporation  where  they  should  go  with 
their  eivio  offioers,  and  where  they  should 
not  go  with  municipal  deputations.  He 
vouul  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
to  secure,  not  only  that  knowledge  of 
the  Frorinces  of  England  which  it  was 
desirable  that  such  an  official  should 
possess,  but  also  a  knowledge  of  the 
Municipalities  of  Ireland.  The  hon. 
Member  might  look  upon  these  things 
as  trifles,  but  he  should  not  shut  his 
mind  to  trifles,  particularly  where  Ire- 
land was  concerned.  Trifles  were  at  the 
bottom  of  many  human  affairs,  and  trifles 
made  the  whole  history  of  Ireland.  He 
trusted  that  the  discussion  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oarlow  had  raised 
would  initiate  a  system  of  local  and 
municipal  government  in  Ireland  which 
would  be  of  vast  value,  not  only  to  that 
country,  but  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mb.  GBAT  said,  he  had  scarcely 
hoped,  when  he  mentioned  this  small 
matter^  that  the  disoussioa  would  have 
blossomed  into  a  Home  Sule  debate. 
He  hoped  some  ben^t  would  accrue  to 
Ireland  therefrom.  He  would  like  to 
give  to  those  Gentlemen  who  had  -  the 
experience  of  English  municipal  life  a 
few  examples,  which  were  in  his  own 
recollection,  as  to  the  working  of  the 
present  municipal  system  in  Ireland. 
Some  years  ago  they  were  building  in 
Dublin  a  new  bridge.  At  that  time  it 
was  in  contemplation,  as  it  was  needed 
at  the  present  time,  to  carry  out  in  the 
Irish  capital  a  system  of  main  drainage, 
something  on  the  same  principle,  though 
on  a  more  modest  scale,  as  that  which 
obtained  in  London ;  and,  by  the  advice 
of  the  engineers,  it  was  determined  that 
culverts  should  be  made  when  the  bridge 
was  built.  The  engineers  advised  them 
that  if  in  oonneotion  with  tiw  building 
of  the  new  bridge  they  were  to  make 
onlverts  in  the  main  sewers,  which  they 
contemplated  carrying  along  each  side 
at  the  river,  those  culverts  could  be 
jDAde  at  8  Teiy  small  expense ;  but  that 


if  they  built  their  bridge,  which  was 
to  be  of  stone,  and  subsequently  at- 
tempted to  tunnel  under  it,  it  would 
involve  enormous  expense,  and  possibly 
endanger  the  stability  of  the  structure. 
They  accordingly  determined  that,  at  the 
cost  of  £4,000  or  £5,000,  they  would 
make  the  culverts  while  the  new  bridge 
was  building.  Anyone  acquainted  witii 
municipal  anairs  would  see  that  that  was 
a  wise  determination  to  come  to ;  but  it 
did  not  commend  itself  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  official.  They  happened 
to  have  a  capital  fund  at  the  time  on  ac- 
count of  this  main  drainage  expenditnie. 
Having  that  capital  fund,  and  not  bar- 
ing any  immediate  occasion  for  its  ex- 
penditure, they  decided  to  expend  some 
portion  of  it  in  the  construction  of  these 
culverts.  That  expenditure  amounted 
to  some  £6.000.  Well,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment auditor,  when  he  came  to  con- 
sider the  various  bearings  of  the  matter, 
decided  the  legal  point  in  his  non-1^^ 
mind.  This  gentleman  happened  origi- 
nally to  have  been  a  clerk — a  very  good 
clerk — but  nothing  but  a  clerk.  This 
gentleman  having  read  up  certain  Acts 
of  Parliament,  and  having  somewhat 
forced  himself  into  the  process,  came 
ultimately  to  the  concdnsion  that  the 
Municipality  ou^ht  to  have  levied  a  tax 
instead  of  spendmg  the  capital  sum  th^ 
had  lying  by  useless  at  the  time.  Thu 
gentleman  accordingly  surcharged  these 
individuals,  not  those  who  had  authorized 
the  payment,  but  those  who  had  signed 
the  cheques — surcharged  them  to  the 
amount  of  some  £6,000.  It  was  within 
his  (Mr.  Gh-ay's)  knowledge  that  one  of 
the  gentlemen — a  man  of  good  social  por- 
tion and  high  personal  character — th«e 
was  no  harm  in  talking  about  the  matter 
now,  for  it  was  many  years  ago — hap- 
pened to  be  in  some  temporary  financial 
embarrassment.  It  became  noised  abroad 
that  he  had  been  surcharged,  not  with  a 
share  of  the  £6,000,  but  with  the  whole 
of  it;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  merest 
chance  that,  by  reason  of  the  surchai^ 
of  the  sum  expended  in  tiie  interest  of 
the  citisens,  wis  gmtlemui  was  not 
made  bankrupt.  For  months,  metapho- 
rically speaking,  this  gentlmnan  had  to 
go  on  his  knees  to  the  Local  GoTemment 
Board  to  obtain,  not  freedom  altogether 
from  the  charge,  but  a  promise  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  that  they  would 
not  take  l^al  steps  to  enforce  the  chaige 
until  they  knew  what  t^e  MunioipaUl^ 
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would  do.  He  (Mr.  Orearf)  wanted  to 
know  how  long  such  a  thing  would  hare 
been  tolerated  in  England — how  long 
would  hon.  Members  have  been  "loyal" 
if  such  a  thing  had  taken  place  ?  In 
another  oue,  the  local  Gas  Oompany 
wu  endeaTOuring  to  obtain  an  increase 
of  capital.  The  Municipality  of  Dublin 
was  against  it ;  but  there  was  some  diffi* 
culty  in  their  petitioning  (gainst  the 
Bill  as  citizens  of  Dublin,  or  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  ciljsens.  The  Qas  Com- 
pany asked  for  the  increase  of  capital  for 
some  new  purpose  outside  the  City  limits, 
and  that  was  the  reason  for  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Corporation.  The  Company 
proposed  to  spend  a  considerable  sum  at 
the  Fort  of  Bray,  where  they  had  small 
gas  works,  and  tie  money  for  the  new 
oporations  would  have  come  out  of  the 
general  gas  capital  of  the  Company.  The 
new  works  wrae  to  be  the  erection  of 
piers  at  Bray.  The  Company  had  not 
reached  their  maximum  charge,  being 
6^.  under  what  they  were  entitled  to 
dia^e  by  their  Dublin  Gtes  Acts.  The 
Corporation  ai^ed  in  this  way.  They 
laid  that  the  expenditure  of  these  thou- 
sands of  ponsds  at  Bray  wonld  be  oom- 
paratively  nnprodnctive ;  they  declared 
diat  the  township  of  Bray,  being  a  very 
email  place,  the  consumption  of  gas 
wonld  be  very  limited,  and  that  the 
Gas  Company,  whether  they  made  an 
nnprodnctive  gas  expenditure  or  not, 
would  take  good  care  to  maintain  the 
10  per  cent  interest  they  were  pay- 
ing their  shareholders,  and  the  only 
way  they  could  do  that,  if  they  wasted 
money  on  Bray,  was  either  by  in- 
ereanng  or  maintaining  the  existing 
prices  of  gas  in  Dublin.  They,  there- 
fore, thought  the  Bill  a  dangerous  one, 
and  made  up  their  minds  to  oppose  it. 
They  did  oppose  it,  and  opposed  it  suc- 
oessfblly.  Well,  though  they  took  that 
coarse,  and,  in  their  opinion,  preserved 
the  interests  of  their  constituents,  this 
dark,  to  whom  he  had  edready  referred, 
again  examining  into  the  law  of  the 
case,  decided  that  they  had  no  power  to 
oppose  the  Bill,  because  the  expenditure 
the  Oas  Company  had  proposed  to  incur 
would  have  taken  place  outside  the  city 
limits.  This  gentleman  surcharged  the 
members  of  the  Corporation.  That  was 
more  than  they  could  stand,  and  they 
determined  that  they  would  fight  htm 
in  the  case.  They  considered  it  a  most 
ji>«^iti«g^  tturohai^e,  and  determined-  to 


fight  the  auditor.  They  defeated  hitn 
on  this  absurd  point.  It  chanced  that 
the  Dublin  Corporation  ran  a  water  pipe 
through  the  township  of  Bray ;  and 
they  ai^ed  that  because  of  that  pipe 
they  were  citizens  of  the  township,  and 
entitled  to  a  loeut  standi.  Was  tms  not 
absurd  ?  He  wonld  only  give  one  more 
instance.  On  one  oooasion  a  liord 
Mayor  of  Dublin — a  Mr.  Bulgin — died 
in  ofiice.  The  Corporation  were  anxions 
to  pay  his  memory  as  much  respect  as 
was  in  their  power,  and  they  voted  that 
the  Corporation  and  the  officers  of  the 
Corporation  should  attend  his  funeral 
in  State.  The  small  expense  they  de- 
cided to  go  to  was  for  black  scarves  for 
the  official  drivers  and  footmen,  and  to 
place  black  rosettes  on  the  horses.  The 
thing  cost,  he  thought,  25t.,  and  the 
auditor  surcharged  them  all.  Now,  was 
that  a  thing  to  be  surcharged  ?  If  the 
representatives  of  the  citizens  were  suffi- 
ciently respectful  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  liocal  Go- 
vernment Board  and  to  his  officials  as 
to  go  down  on  their  knees  uid  beg  them 
to  lie  good  enough  not  to  snroha^e 
them  ont  of  their  own  money,  the  pro- 
bability was  that  they  wonld  remit  the 
surcharge.  But  that  was  not  a  pontion 
in  which  the  representatives  of  the 
citizens  should  be  placed ;  and  if  they 
did  not  do  that,  they  had  to  fight  the 
matter  in  the  Queen's  Bench.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  seemed  to 
think  that  the  position  in  Bogland  and 
Ireland  was  practically  the  same.  In 
the  one  case  what  happened  was  this — 
There  was  an  auditor— not  a  nominee  of 
the  Crown,  but  a  man  elected  by  the 
ratepayers— who  had  no  power  of  sur- 
charge, but,  as  he  understood,  only 
power  of  report.  The  auditor  in  Eng- 
land might  report  on  any  improper  or 
extravagant  expenditiue,  and  say — "  In 
my  opinion,  this  was  an  expenditure 
which  ought  not  to  have  been  incurred ;  '* 
and,  therefore,  anyrat^ayerwhothou^ht 
proper  to  do  so  could,  at  his  own  nsk, 
go  to  the  Queen's  Bench.  If  the  rate- 
payer be  defeated,  he  would  be  required 
to  pay  his  own  costs  and  the  costs  of  his 
opponents  as  well.  What  happened  in 
the  case  of  Ireland?  The  authorities 
must  themselves  go  to  the  Queen's  Bench 
if  they  wished  to  be  relieved,  and  even 
if  they  were  successful  they  must  pay 
the  expenses,  not  only  of  the  appeal, 
bat  of  the  imBuoceBsful  anditw :  ii  thnr' 
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prored  the  auditor  to  be  in  the  wrong, 
ihej  were  rewarded  by  being;  permitted 
to  pay  his  ezpeneea.  Suah.  was  the 
difference  between  the  systems  which 
prevailed  in  the  two  countries.  He 
trusted  that  the  system  of  auditing  in 
Ireland  would  be  reconsidered  by  the 
Government,  end  that  the  present  irri- 
tating  and  vexatious  badgering  would 
he  removed.  He  believed  that  members 
of  Corporations  and  of  other  Local 
Bodies  in  Ireland  endeavoured  to  do 
their  duty  with  regard  to  pablio  funds 
as  well  as  oorresponding  authoritiee  in 
England  did ;  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  FarUament,  by  its  laws,  should 
dedare  its  want  of  confidence  in  the 
authoritiee  in  one  country,  and  its  con> 
fidence  in  the  authorities  of  the  other 
country.  Parliament  should  leave  the 
ratepayers  and  their  representatives  to 
settle  matters  of  this  kind  between 
themselves.  Of  course,  if  there  be  any 
improper  charge,  one  involving  anything 
of  the  nature  of  fraud  or  of  solid  and 
real  illegality,  a  ratepayer  should  have 
his  remedy  by  going  to  the  Queen's 
Bench.  A  ratepayer  had  that  remedy 
in  England,  but  not  in  Ireland.  But 
that  the  auditor  should  be  the  nominee 
of  a  Board  of  nominees,  and  generally  a 
partizan,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  add 
insult  to  injury  by  compelling  the  local 
authorities  to  pay  his  salary,  was  rather 
too  bad.  It  was,  to  say  the  least,  irri- 
tatmff  to  a  Corporation  that  they  should 
be  obliged  to  pay  the  man  who  sur- 
charged them  in  sums  not  amounting, 
on  the  average,  to  £S0  in  the  year.  The 
Corporation  of  Dublin  were  required  to 
pay  a  man  £500  a-year  for  coming  down 
and  insulting  tbem  with  these  surcharges 
whenever  he  thought  fit.  That  was  not 
a  system  calculated  to  encourage  healthy 
political  life  in  Ireland ;  it  was  not  a 
system  calculated  to  encourage  the  best 
men  to  enter  local  representative  bodies. 
Men  of  position  and  of  self-respect 
would  not  tolerate  these  petty  insults, 
they  would  not  be  bothered  to  go  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  make  ap- 
peals to  their  mercy,  or  to  go  to  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to  fight,  at 
their  own  peril,  local  points.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  toidency  of  the 
system  was  to  encourage  the  advent 
of  inferior  men,  men  who,  far  from 
doing  what  was  required  in  the  interests 
of  the  ratepayers,  were  likely  to  take  an 
opposite  course. 

Jfr.  ©ray 


Mk.  EENKY  raid,  that,  when  speak- 
ing earlier,  he  omitted  to  more  a  iMno- 
tion  of  the  Tote  by  £6,400. 

The  CHAIBHAN:  There  is  an 
Amendment  already  before  the  Oom- 
mittee.  It  must  be  disposed  of  before 
the  hon.  Afember  can  move  his. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withiraien. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  KENNY  moved  to  reduce  the 
Tote  by  the  sum  of  £6,400.  His  rea- 
sons for  wishing  a  reduction  of  the  Tote 
he  had  already  stated. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

"That  a  snm,  not  exceeding  £102,U4,  Iw 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  oomplete  tbe  ma 
neceBBary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  willeom* 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salariei 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  GoTerament  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  varions  Grants  in  Aid  (tf 
Local  Taxation."— (Jfr.  Kennif.) 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  21 ; 
Noes  105:  Majority  84.— ^Div.  list, 
No.  174.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  that,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  had  got  no  promise 
whatever  from  the  Head  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  as  to  whether  he  would 
take  any  steps  to  restrict  the  arbitrary 
power  of  auditors  in  Ireland,  he  (Mr. 
Dawson)  now  proposed  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  £500.  Some  English  Members, 
as  well  aa  the  Irish  Bepreaentative^  had 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Genttoman 
the  Chief  Secretary,  but,  up  to  that 
point,  fruitlessly.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman profeeeed  to  have  very  great 
intimacy  and  knowledge  of  the  rarious 
Departments ;  and  he  had  displayed  it 
that  night  in  a  remarkable  manner. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray) 
had  pointed  out  that  the  auditors  in 
Ireland  had  surchai^ed  Corpora tions  for 
undertaking  patriotic  work  the  bene- 
fit of  the  citizens,  and  for  no  personal 
object  whatever ;  he  had  told  them  that 
the  Coiporation  of  Dublin  had  been  sur- 
charged 25«.,  which  they  had  expended 
in  rosettes  to  be  worn  by  the  officials  of 
the  Corporation  whea  attending  the 
funeral  of  the  Lord  Mayor.  The  Oom- 
mittee  had  been  told  that  whereas  the 
Corporations  of  Dublin  and  Limerick 
were  permitted  without  auioharge  to 
send  deputations  to  congratulate  Hw 
Majesty  upon  certain  events,  and  to  eon- 
dole  with  her  upon  othaESy  diey  w«e. 
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snrehaii^  when  ihej  sent  representa- 
tives to  the  Exhibition  at  Cork,  an  Exhi- 
bition which  was  destined  to  promote 
the  industry  and  trade  and  commeroe 
of  the  coantey.  He  would  like  the  Chief 
Seeretoiy,  as  the  Head  of  the  Irish  Local 
Ooremment  Board,  to  tell  them  whether 
bis  Department  had  issued  any  order  to 
the  auditors  in  Ireland  analogous  to  the 
orders  which  had  been  issued  to  auditors 
in  Bagland  by  the  English  Local  Go- 
Temmeat  Boaid  ?  The  orders  to  the 
aaditora  in  this  oonntry  w«e  distinctly 
to  the  effect  that  they  were  only  to  eur* 
charge  in  cases  of  negligence,  or  fraud, 
or  matters  obviously  contrary  to  law. 
Would,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
an  undertaking  that  he  would  cause  the 
Local  OoTemment  Board  in  Ireland  to 
issue  orders  to  the  auditors  in  Ireland 
tiiat  would  confine  their  actions  within 
the  limits  of  reason  and  prudence,  in 
which  the  actions  of  the  auditors  in 
England  were  confined  ? 

Mb.  TBEYELYAN  assured  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  if  the  case  he  had  just 
brought  forward  of  the  check  which  was 
nnt  on  tlie  patriotic  tribute  paid  to  the 
Oork  Exhibition  by  the  Dublin  Cor- 
poration had  betti  brought  before  him 
at  the  time  there  was  not  the  slightest 
doabt  what  deeiaion  he  should  have 
given  in  the  matter.  Indeed,  he  would 
look  most  carefully  into  the  system  of 
audit.  The  hon.  Member  had  asked 
him  whether  the  Local  Government 
Board  were  prepared  to  issue  instruc- 
tions similar  to  those  issued  in  England. 
The  Board  would  examine  those  instruc- 
tions, and  if  it  was  found  that  they  were 
based  upon  just  principles,  they  would 
have  no  objection  to  issue  such  instruc- 
tions to  the  auditors  in  Ireland.  His 
own  desire  was  to  leave,  as  far  as  pos- 
ttble,  the  discretion  of  all  the  local 
bodies  unfettered ;  but  he  could  not  go 
BO  far  as  to  say  off-hand,  in  the  course 
a  debate  on  the  Estimates,  that  he 
disapproved  altc^etiier  of  a  central  audit 
OB  vrvrj  oooaaion.  He  was  inclined  to 
believe  that  it  would  be  a  very  great 
evil  for  the  ratepayers  in  TTnions  if  there 
waa  no  a^stam  of  central  auditing.  It 
was  exb«mely  probable  that  ratepayers 
might  suffer  very  much  what  share- 
holders of  Companies  frequently  suf- 
fered ;  their  business  might  get  into  the 
bands  of  men  who  were  not  to  he  trusted, 
and  who  totally  disregarded  the  interests 
of  the  Tifcfcepajevs.    Such  things  had 


ooeurred.  Everyone  would  allow  that 
if,  in  some  of  the  Southern  States  of 
America,  there  had  been  in  past  years  a 
more  rigorous  audit,  the  financial  con- 
dition  of  those  States  would  be  very  dif- 
ferent  from  what  it  was  now-  The 
question  of  the  abrogation  of  the  Act  of 
1871 — of  the  emancipation  of  Munici- 
palities from  audit — was  one  which  he 
would  like  to  consider  very  careftiUy. 
He  shoold  like  to  consider  to  what  ex- 
tent the  English  Municipalities  were 
satisfied  with  the  K;piaai  of  audit  to 
which  they  were  subjected  before  he 
removed  the  audit  which  in  1871  was 
imposed  on  Irish  Municipalities. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  beard  with  great  sur- 
prise that  the  Corporations  in  Ireland 
were  subject  to  an  audit.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  a  propoeal  to  subject  ]^g- 
lish  Municipalities  to  a  central  audit 
would  be  looked  upon  with  the  greatest 
disfavour ;  and  he  should  be  glad  to  join 
in  the  expression  of  opinion  tiiat  in  Ire- 
land it  was  desirable  tbat  Municipalities 
should  be  allowed  to  exercise  theii  own 
discretion  in  the  administration  of  local 
funds. 

Mb.  ILLINOWORTH  said,  that  what 
was  claimed  on  behalf  of  Munudpalities 
was  that  they  should  have  absolute 
power  over  their  own  a^rs.  Members 
of  Town  Councils  in  the  English  Muni- 
cipalities were  elected  by  the  entire  body 
of  ratepayers ;  they  were  as  truly  repre- 
sentative, and  ereu  mure  so,  than  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
11  there  was  no  appeal  against  the 
decision  of  the  House  in  matters  of  Im- 
perial expenditure,  he  wanted  to  know, 
why  there  should  be  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  municipal  auuiorities,  and 
that  appeal  to  a  man  who  might  be 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  poHcy  of  certain 
expenditure?  The  security  against  ex- 
travagance was  that  every  three  years 
the  members  of  Town  Councils  had  to 
go  before  their  constituents.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  there  were  always 
two  parties  in  a  Corporation,  and  that 
there  was  the  greatest  vigilance  exer- 
cised by  one  party  over  the  other.  That 
also  was  a  very  great  seoiurity  against 
any  corrupt  expenditure.  A  Govern- 
ment audit  would  result  in  irritation  and 
annoyance,  and  would  afford  no  security 
against  improper  expenditure.  It  was 
not  to  be  for  one  moment  supposed  that 
a  Government  auditor  could  understand 
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by  a  Oorporation  on  water,  as,  sewerage, 
or  other  great  woi^e.  He  hoped  his 
ri^ht  hon.  Friend's  (Mr.  Trevelyan's) 
miod  would  soon  be  disabused  of  the 
idea  that  any  good  ootild  come  from  such 
interference  in  municipal  finandal  affairs 
as  took  place  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  KAMSAY  said,  he  thought  it 
right  to  remind  his  hon.  Friends  who 
were  conversant  with  affairs  in  England 
that  the  school  boards,  which  were 
representatiTe  bodies,  were  subjected  to 
Government  audit.  It  appeared  to  him 
somewhat  strange  that  his  hon.  Friends 
(Mr.Kylands  and  Mr.  lUingworth),  who 
condemned  a  Government  audit  in  Ire- 
land, should  themselves  have  sanctioned 
the  same  rule  in  the  case  of  the  English 
school  boards. 

Mb.  DAWSON  sdd,  he  was  sorry 
that  such  a  venerated  Member  of  the 
House  (Mr.  Kamsay)  should  have 
stumbled  into  a  mistake.  In  England 
an  auditor  could  only  surcharge  in  cases 
where  there  was  negligence,  fraud,  or 
something  contrary  to  law.    That  was 

?uite  fair ;  but  in  the  Dublin  and  other 
rish  Oorpurattons  the  auditor's  power 
of  surcharge  was  not  so  restricted. 

Mb.  gray  said,  he  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Dawson)  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  assurance  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
given  him.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  was  satisfied 
that  when  the  right  hon.  G^tleman 
looked  into  the  question,  he  would  see 
thwe  was  a  substantial  grleranoe  <(^ioh 
onght  at  onoe  to  be  remedied.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a  very 
long  and  interesting  speech,  touching 
upon  a  good  many  points  ;  but,  still,  he 
might  have  spared  three  or  four  minutes 
to  deal  with  the  points  he  (Mr.  Gray) 
raised,  and  which,  to  his  mind,  at  least, 
were  worthy  of  attention.  He  did  not 
expect  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Courtney)  would  have  told 
them  anything  about  the  remission  of 
these  half  salaries ;  but  it  was  a  griev- 
ance which,  one  day,  would  have  to  be 
remedied.  They  could  not  have  in  per- 
petuity a  different  system  with  regard 
to  two  praotically  identical  bodies.  It 
would  be  very  much  better  that  the 
Treasury  should  give  the  same  sum  in  a 
different  manner  than  give  it  as  at  pre- 
sent— namely,  paying  halt  the  salaries 
of  one  set  of  officers  of  one  Corporation, 
and  paying  nothing  at  all  for  a  similar 
set  of  officers  of  a  similar  Corporation, 


simply  because  the  one  set  were  ap- 
pointed at  a  certain  date,  and  the  other 
set  not  until  after  that  date.  It  was  a 
system  which  did  not  bear  examination, 
and  he  trusted  that,  at  least,  between 
this  and  next  year,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Trevelyan)  would  give  the 
matter  his  consideration.  He  (Mr- 
Ghray)  would  certainly  bring  the  ques- 
tion up  again  when  the  Vote  again  came 
on  for  discussion.  With  reference  to 
the  cost  of  the  police  he  had  nothing^ 
further  to  say,  and  should  not  press  for 
a  reply  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
supposing  the  right  hon.  Ghentleman  did 
not  see  his  way  to  giving  a  reply  at 
onoe.  But  there  was  one  matter  which 
he  felt  bound  to  urge  on  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that 
was,  whe»ier  he  would  not  consider  the 
propriety  of  issuing  a  seated  order  to  &19 
proper  authorities,  in  view  of  a  possible 
outbreak  of  choleva  in  Ireland  ?  He  put 
it  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it 
would  not  be  much  better  to  issue  such 
an  order  at  onoe  than  to  wait  until  the 
cholera  made  its  appearance  ?  A  sealed 
order  need  not  deal  with  all  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  49th  section  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament.  Such  an  order  might  be 
supplemented  afterwards  by  another 
sealed  order  if,  unfortunately,  the  neces- 
sity should  arise.  He  would,  at  any 
rate,  beg  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  the  matter.  He  did  not  wont 
a  positive  assurance  upon  it  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  but  merely  an  intimatson 
that  he  would  oarefuUy  consider  the 
point  he  had  thus  Taise^  which,  to  put 
it  briefly,  was  this — that,  inasmuch  as 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  Ireland  would 
req  uire  time  to  carry  the  order  into  effect, 
and  there  would  be  little  use  in  waiting 
until  such  time  as  the  disease  should 
actually  make  its  appearance,  if,  unfor- 
tunately, that  eventuality  should  come 
to  pass — because  any  attempt  to  carry 
the  order  into  effect  by  setting  about  the 
cleansing  and  scavenging  of  the  differwt 
towns  and  cities  when  the  disease  was 
rife  among  the  people,  instead  of  being 
beneficial,  would  be  the  most  dangerous 
thing  possible— it  would  be  in&iitely 
wiser  and  more  pmdent  to  deal  with  the 
matter  in  advance. 

Mb.  TBETELTAN  :  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  ad- 
dressed the  Committee.  I  think  we  have 
the  power,  and  that  we  onght  to  exercise 
it,  to  separate  tiie  classes.^  subjeots  to 
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vhich  h.e  hae  called  attention,  nnder  the 
49th  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament ; 
and  I  may  state  that  the  Local  Gbvem- 
ment  Board  are  prepared  to  issue  at  once 
to  all  the  Sanitary  Authorities  through- 
out Ireland  a  Circular  pointing  out  the 
necesuty  of  exercising  vi^rously  the 
powers  already  possessed  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  of  nuisances  in  their  re- 
^eotiTe  districts.  That  will  be  done 
nnder  the  ordinary  law.  But  with  re- 
gard to  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  49th 
sectifHi  of  the  Act  of  1876,  the  first  step 
has  already  berai  taken  by  oommunica- 
tiona  that  have  been  sent  to  all  the  large 
cities — such  as  Dublin,  Cork,  Belfast, 
and  Waterford;  and  if  the  anewers 
should  be  favourable,  the  policy  to  be 
pursued  ought  obviously  to  be  to  prepare 
and  issue  the  instructions  we  are  em- 
powered to  issue  under  the  Act  of  1866 
with  regard  to  the  abatement  of  nuis- 
ances. With  reference  to  the  three  other 
heads,  it  is  also  obTious  that  they  must 
be  kept  in  view.  I  was  specially  im- 
pressed with  the  hon.  Gentleman's  re- 
marks with  regard  to  appointments  and 
promotions  to  Audilorships  and  Inspec- 
twships.  I  think  he  did  not  speak  espe- 
daliy  of  what  has  happened  during  the 
last  two  years.  Since  I  went  to  Inland 
I  have  always  taken  gre^  interest  in 
these  proposals ;  and  if  the  rule  has  not 
been  absolutely  unbrokeUf  mj  deure 
would  be  to  carry  ont  what  I  think  to  be 
for  the  absolute  security  and  e£B.cient 
administration  of  the  Department. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  tarn,  not  exceeding  £39,9S7,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
neeessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slat  day  o{  March  1886,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Ezpeoues  of  the  Office  of  Pablic  Works  in 
Ireland.'* 

CAPTAiir  AYLSIEK  said,  there  were 
one  or  two  points  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  tiie  attention  of  the  right  hon.  den- 
tleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Ideutenant.  The  increase  in  the  amount 
of  the  arrears  of  loans  appeared  to  be 
veiy  great,  especially  with  regard  to 
IrdAnd.  On  me  present  amount  out- 
standing —  namely,  £777,000  —  the 
amount  of  arrears  had  increased  from 
£60,000  to  £95,000  during  the  past  year. 
That  he  r^arded  as  very  serious,  espe- 
ejftUy  OS  the  increase  of  ^099  arrears 


had  been  getting  larger  from  year  to 
year.  The  arrears  under  the  Land  Im- 
provement Act  bad  been  raised  from 
£30,000  in  1880  to  £56,000  last  year. 
That  was  a  matter  which  required  to  be 
attended  to.  The  subject,  however,  on 
which  he  had  risen  to  speak  was  one 
which  he  thought  required  the  special 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary's  De- 
partment. The  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Works  had  specially  to  do  with 
loans  for  the  drainage  of  land  in  Ire- 
land, and  they  bad  to  see  to  these  mat- 
ters under  the  provisions  of  no  fewer 
than  19  diflferent  Acts  of  Parliament. 
Seeing  that  the  whole  system  of  land  in 
Ireland  had  been  changed  by  the  pre- 
sent Parliament,  and  that  the  owners  of 
land  in  that  country  had  no  longer  the 
same  interest  as  formerly  in  borrowing 
money  for  drainage,  now  that  the  land 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  tenants,  it  was 
obvious  that  these  loans  were  no  longer 
in  request  on  the  part  of  the  landlords. 
The  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  this  year  brought  in  a  Bill, 
because  it  was  evident  that  the  Irish 
Board  of  Works  would  not  be  able,  in 
future  years,  to  carry  out  the  oomiplete 
business  of  eaeonraging  the  drainage  of 
Ireland  as  they  had  done  under  the  old 
Acts.  When  the  right  htm.  Gentleman 
brought  in  that  Bill  uiis  Session,  many  of 
those  who  were  specially  interested  in 
the  subject  looked  forward  to  the  pros- 
pect of  its  being  passed  with  some  satis- 
faction. It  was  founded  on  the  Beport 
of  the  Commission  of  which  the  noble 
Yiscount  the  Member  for  Fermanagh 
(Viscount  Criohton)  was  a  Member.  The 
Bill  was  blocked  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Caran  (Mr.  Biggar)  and  another 
Member,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
it  was  now  among  the  numerous  mea- 
sures that  had  been  dropped.  It  had 
been  announced  as  the  intention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  endeavour  to  get  the 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  then  to  refer 
it  to  a  Boyal  Oonunis«on ;  and  he  (Oap- 
tain  Aylmer)  wished  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  would  not 
now  consent  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Koyal  Commission  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  arterial  drainage  of  Ireland ,  and 
how  the  19  Acts  of  Parliament,  of  which 
he  had  just  spoken,  could  be  consoli- 
dated, so  that  the  Irish  Board  of  Works, 
or  whoever  might  hereafter  be  interested 
in  the  carrying  out  of  a  measure  on  the 
subject,  would  hare  an  Act  that  wouli 
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Tork  well  with  the  present  system  of 
land  tenure  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  assented  to  the  appointment  of  this 
Boyal  Oommission,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  confine  itself  to  the  Heport  of  the 
Committee  to  whicK  referenoe  had  been 
made,  nor  to  the  various  Acts  that  were 
in  operation,  but  would  go  to  what  was 
the  real  point  of  the  whole  question-— 
the  arterial  drainage  of  the  country.  If 
it  did  that,  it  would  give  great  satisfac- 
tion, not  only  to  the  landlords,  but  to 
the  tenants,  and  would  add  many  mil- 
lions of  pounds  to  the  value  of  hmd  in 
Ireland.  He  hoped  the  Chief  Seoretair 
would  consent  to  this  proposal  on  behau 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

GoLONBL  OOLTHUBST  desired  to 
support  the  recommendation  made  by 
the  non.  and  gallant  Memlwr  whio  had 
just  rooken.  Last  year  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  had  brought  in  two  Bills;  but 
unfortunately  they  had  not  reached  a 
second  reading.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Session  he  (Colonel  Colthurst)  had, 
almost  from  day  to  day,  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  question  ; 
but  in  deference  to  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Courtney),  who  had  made  a  very 
reasonable  request,  his  Motion  was  with- 
drawn, on  the  understanding  that  the 
Bills  which,  had  been  introduced  should 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  Thoee 
Bills  were,  however,  unfortunately 
dropped.  Next  Session,  no  doubt,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  re-introduce  them ; 
but  tlie  probability  was  that  they 
would  again  be  blocked,  and  the  whole 
Session  would  again,  be  lost.  No  one 
oonversant  with  the  question  of  arterial 
drainage  oould  do  otherwise  than  admit 
thatthematter  wasone  of  the  most  press- 
ing importance,  and  that  without  legis- 
lation on  the  subject  nothing  could  be 
done.  The  conditions  of  the  tenure  of 
land  in  Ireland  had  undergone  a  com- 
plete change,  and  a  new  definition  of 
owners  was  required,  otherwise  all 
operations  under  the  Acts  would  be 
suspended,  though  he  believed  that 
the  Keport  lately  issued  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works  showed  that 
fire  districts  had  been  established  this 
^ear.  As  far  as  it  went,  this  was  a  great 
improvement  on  what  had  been  going 
on  during  the  last  few  years ;  but  still 
improved  legislation  was  required  in 
order  to  render  effective  the  legislatioB 
already  existing.   As  far  as  hia  own 


opinion  went,  he  did  not  oonsider  that 
the  Bills  which  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  brought 
forward  would  have  met  the  case.  He 
thought  they  must  have  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission. In  such  a  body  there  would 
be  a  certain  number  of  experts,  and  if 
they  were  to  investigate  the  matter  dur- 
ing the  approaching  autumn  they  might 
have  their  Beport  ready  by  February 
next,  and  a  Bill  could  then  be  brought 
ingiving  effect  totheir  recommendationo. 
He  knew  that  a  very  general  consensus 
of  opinion  existed  on  this  subject  among 
all  parties  in  Ireland,  and  he  hoped 
his  hon.  fyi«nd  would  see  his  way  to 
giving  his  assent  to  the  appointment  of 
the  Commiemon. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not 
altogether  ooneur  in  the  ronedies  whic^L 
had  been  suggested.  Five-and-twent^ 
years  ago  there  were  immense  arteriu 
drainage  works  established  in  different 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  these  works  had 
done  a  great  amount  of  good,  having 
completely  changed  the  face  of  the 
country.  They  all  knew  what  advan- 
tages were  derived  from  such  works  in. 
Ireland.  No  doubt  some  of  them  were 
very  expensive ;  but  certainly  many 
fully  recouped  themselves,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  that  if  the  system  were 
further  extended  much  good  would  be 
done  to  the  country.  Not  only  ought 
they  to  extend  the  arterial  draLaage  of 
Ireland,  but  in  the  case  of  many  pro- 
perties a  good  deal  more  was  required, 
as  the  drainage  works  stood  in  need  of 
extensive  repairs,  such  as  were  wanted 
about  every  1$  or  20  years.  These  were 
very  costly.  Under  the  present  state  of 
thelaWftwo-thirdsofthelandownersmust 
act  together  in  order  to  form  a  Board ; 
but  at  the  present  moment  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  get  them  to  do  this. 
A  great  many  would  not  answer  the 
letters  that  were  sent  to  them.  He  had 
made  particular  inquiries  on  the  subject, 
and,  as  far  as  he  could  ascerteun,  not  a 
single  landowner  would  agree  to  act  in 
the  matter,  although  half  the  mon^ 
was  to  be  found  by  the  Government. 
Becent  legislation  had  intensified  the 
unwillingness  of  the  landowners  to  join 
in  the  carrying  out  of  large  drainage 
operations.  In  fact,  the  situation  had 
become  saoh  that  it  was  neoeasaiy  to 
find  some  remedy.  The  hon.  and  gaUant 
Member  for  Maidstone  (Captain  Aylmer) 
had  xeminded  them  ot  one  nmedjr, '. 
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wliicb  was,  perhaps,  not  a  bad  one — 
namely,  that  the  tenants  should  agree, 
and  that  they  should  form  a  Drainage 
Board.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  good 
sense  in  that  sturgestion,  and  he  (Colonel 
Nolan)  belieTed  that,  in  a  great  many 
eases,  it  vouM  work  well ;  but  he  would 
go  f^her  than  that,  inasmudi  as  it 
might  be  said  that  the  proposition  was 
too  Democratio  a  one.  Whether  that 
was  so  or  not,  the  presentstate  of  things 
was  one  of  despotiBui.  What  he  would 
propose  was  this.  Whenever  a  sufficient 
number  in  a  particular  district  should 
petition  for  the  appointment  of  a  Drain- 
age Board,  a  qualified  engineer  should 
be  sent  down  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  that  officer  should  be  charged  with 
the  investigation  as  to  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  desirable  that  effect  should  be 
^ren  to  the  Petition.  This  Petition 
might  be  presented  either  by  a  certain 
number  of  individual  residents  in  the 
district^  or  by  the  District  Board  of 
Ghiwdians,  or  any  oUier  recognized 
public  body,  and  upon  their  Petition  the 
investigation  should  take  place.  When 
the  Report  of  the  Engineer,  smt  down 
by  the  Board  of  Works,  had  been  re- 
ceived, it  would  then  be  for  the  Board 
itself  to  decide  whether  a  Drainage 
Board  should  be  constituted.  Some 
such  system  was  now  at  work  in 
Irdand.  He  would  not  say  it  was  the 
only  system  ;  but  he  would  repeat  that 
it  was  now  impossible  to  get  a  sufficient 
number  of  landowners  to  agree  to  act 
ti^ether  for  the  reasons  he  had  already 
stated.  He  would  mention  a  case  in 
point ;  it  rdated  to  a  small  drainage 
work  in  bis  own  district.  They  had  dealt 
first  with  his  own  property,  he  having 
no  objection  to  that  being  done,  and  the 
tenants  being  willing  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses ;  but  the  agent  of  one  owner — 
a  lady — said — "I^;  I  will  not  advise 
&e  owner  of  the  proper^  to  accede  to 
what  is  proposed,  as  she  has  really  no 
interest  in  the  land."  The  tenants  came 
forward,  all  of  them  agreeing  in  the 
matter.  They  stated  that  all  they  asked 
was  that  the  lady  should  give  her  name ; 
bnt  she  would  not  do  so.  The  land  in 
tiiat  neighbourhood  was  extremely  wet, 
and  the  tenants  were  very  much  im- 
poverished, because  there  were  no  means 
efficient  drainage.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, could  be  done,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  results  of  the  operation  of  the  Land 
Act  in  Ireland.  What,  he  would  aak, 


hadtheGK)remmentbeendoing?  During 
the  last  two  years  they  had  made  the 
most  abortive  attempts  to  bring  in  a 
Bill ;  but  they  had  not  been  able  to  pass 
one.  The  consequence  was  that  many 
districts  in  Ireland  were  being  kept  in  a 
wet  and  swampy  state,  like  a  sx)ocge, 
because  the  Government  could  not  find 
the  time  to  attend  to  the  drainage,  or  in 
consequence  of  their  busying  themselves 
so  much  about  the  affairs  of  Egypt  and 
other  matters  to  which  they  gave  almost 
their  entire  attention.  The  hon.  Afem- 
ber  for  Newcastle  (Mr.  J.  Cowen)  once 
said  the  best  thing  they  could  do  with 
Ireland  was'to  dry  it ;  and,  for  his  own 
part,  he  (Oolonel  Nolan)  had  always 
considered  that  a  most  sensible  remark  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  Government 
would  not  take  the  advice.  They  had 
been  asked  to  issue  a  Hoyal  Commission 
to  consider  this  subject.  Let  them  do 
so,  although  the  Committee  knew  very 
well  what  frequently  came  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  Boyu  Oommisnons.  fa 
the  first  place,  they  could  not  be 'got  to 
report  within  a  month  or  so;  but  the 
House  had  to  wait  for  a  year  or  a  year 
and  a-half  before  the  Beport  was  pre- 
sented, and  then,  very  frequently,  no- 
thing came  of  it.  However,  they  might 
as  well  have  a  Boyal  Commission ;  it 
would  be  quite  as  good  as  the  Qovem- 
ment  bringing  in  a  Bill  and  then  giving 
the  House  no  time  to  discuss  it  in.  A 
Boyal  Commission  would  be  quite  as 
good  as  that.  Why  the  Government 
should  act  in  so  ridiculous  a  manner 
with  regard  to  this  important  subject  no 
one  who  had  not  been  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  he  had  been  for  a  numbor 
of  years,  could  understand.  They  never 
thought  of  asking  the  assistanoe  of 
Members  of  Parliament,  like  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell),  or  the  hon.  Mmnber  for 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  who  could 
render  valuable  service ;  but  they  went 
to  someone  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Works,  and  the  Board  of  Works,  natu> 
rally  enough,  considered  what  was  likdy 
to  give  them  the  least  trouble.  All  they 
did  was  to  talk  very  wisely,  and  then 
snggest  some  impracticable  scheme;  and 
the  Government  were  really  showing 
that  they  were  totally  unfit  to  develop 
the  material  interests  of  Ireland  in  a 
matter  which,  to  that  country,  was  of 
vital  importance.  He  did  not  confine 
this  remark  to  the  ]gieeent  ^ij^^^^f^ 
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The  OoDserratiTd  GoTernment  had  been 
quite  as  bad,  as  they  had  never  done 
anything  to  improve  the  drainage  laws. 
The  Shannon  meaanre  was  perfectly  ridi- 
culous. The  Government  were  warned 
"hy  the  Irish  Members,  and  they  found 
time  to  debate  the  Bill;  but  it  was,  as  he 
had  just  stated,  a  ridiculous  Bill.  There 
was  another  point  connected  with  this 
subject  which  had  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion of  small  ownership  in  Ireland.  Her 
Uajesty's  Qovemmentwere  about  to  use 
their  utmost  efforts  to  pass  a  Household 
Franchise  Bill,  which  was  to  apply  to 
Ireland  as  well  as  to  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  they  were 

{>roving  to  the  small  landowners  in  Ire- 
and  that  they  were  to  be  totally  and  en- 
tirely neglected.  This  was  totally  ab- 
surd, and  just  the  sort  of  thing  which 
led  the  country  into  all  sorts  of  trouble, 
and  tended  to  foster  revolutionary  ideas. 
They  were  going  to  give  these  men  a 
vote,  and  yet  leave  them  in  this  ridicu- 
lous  position.  A  rich  man  could  get  a 
large  loan  with  but  little  difficulty,  and 
the  position  of  the  Government  was 
that  under  the  system  which  was  now 
being  carried  out  they  were  saving 
teouble.  No  doubt  they  were.  But 
why  should  not  several  small  tenants 
who  wanted  loans  obtain  them  by  com- 
bination. The  Government  would  not 
grant  loans  of  less  than  £50 ;  and  it  was 
said  that  one  of  these  small  loans  gave 
as  much  trouble  as  a  loan  of  £1,000. 
He  adnjitted  that  that  was  so ;  but  there 
was  a  remedy,  and  if  eight  or  ten  men 
wanted  small  loans  of  from  £10  to  £20, 
t^e  cost  of  inspection  would  not  be  more 
than  in  the  case  of  a  loan  of  £200.  Why, 
therefore,  should  not  eight  or  ten  men 
be  allowed  to  combine  together?  That, 
however,  was  refused  at  the  present 
time.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  the 
Government  officials  wishing  to  save 
tiLemselves  trouble.  Why  should  the 
Government  not  consult  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  ihM  matter  ?  He  would  defy 
tiie  Government  to  show  where  the  diffi- 
onlty  would  be  in  allowing  10  or  20  men 
to  join  together  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  loan  for  the  improvement  of 
property  in  the  same  district.  The  re- 
sult was  that  where  a  small  tenant  pay- 
ing £8  or  £10  a-year  wanted  to  execute 
some  useful  work,  and  went  to  his  land- 
lord in  order  to  get  the  money,  the  land- 
lord said  to  him — *'  You  can  hardly  give 
seouxity  for  a  loan  of  £60;"  and  the 
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man  was  very  often  unable  to  get  the 
money,  whereas  if  he  were  allowed  to 
join  with  others  he  would  be  able  to 
execute  the  works  that  were  necessary 
for  the  improvement  of  his  holding. 
Then  there  was  another  and  a  minor 
point  connected  with  this  subject.  When 
a  man  was  able  to  obtain  a  loan  of  £50 
or  £100,  he  was  not  allowed  to  spend 
the  whole  of  it  for  drainage  and  build- 
ing.   He  might  get  £50  for  drainage  or 
for  building ;  but  he  jvould  not  M  al- 
lowed to  spend  half  of  it  in  drainage 
and  half  in  building.    In  old  tlmei^ 
when  loans  were  obtained  by  large  land- 
owners, it  was  extremely  conTenient  to 
have  one  loan  for  drainage  and  another 
for  buildiog;  but,  nowadays,  when  they 
came  to  the  case  of  the  small  owners 
who  only  wanted  sums  of  about  £50  to 
aid  them  in  improving  their  farms  it  waa 
a  totally  different  thing.  If  a  man  only 
had  a  small  farm,  he  might  wish  to 
spend  £20  on  buildings  and  £30  on 
drainage ;  but  in  that  case  he  would  not 
be  allowed  to  have  a  loan  at  all.  That 
was  a  point  on  which  he  thought  the 
Government,  looking  to  the  altered  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  might  very 
well  consider  whether  they  ooold  not 
provide  some  such  remedy  aa  he  hi^ 
pointed  out.   The  proposition  had  no- 
thing revolutionary  m  its  diaraoter,  bat 
simply  appealed  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  Gh>Temment ;  and  they  oould  hardly 
wonder  at  the  feelings  induced  in  the 
minds  of  a  large  number  of  respectable 
men  when  they  found  that  their  wants 
were  disregarded,  and  they  were  not  al- 
lowed to  acquire  the  means  of  carrying 
out  essential  improvements  under  any 
circumstances.    He  really  tho\ight  the 
Government  might  do  something  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  Irish  people  in  iJiis 
respect.   He  had  never  entertained  any 
great  amount  of  admiration  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day.   At  the  preaoit 
moment  they  were  in  want  of  demon- 
strations, and  wished  to  see  large  num- 
bers of  men  marching  from  place  to 
place»  in  wder  that  they  might  oaray  out 
a  particular  line  of  pdioy.    He  was 
only  putting  before  them  a  reasonable 
argument  in  pointing  out  these  things, 
although  he  must  say  he  did  not  ezjwct 
veiy  much  from  them.   His  hon.  and 
gallant  Friends  (Captain  Aylmer  and 
Colonel  Colthurst)  wanted  the  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  a  Boyal  Commission ; 
bat  if  they  did  so  it  would  be.  found 
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tbat  thej  would  not  get  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers there.  He  should  support  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Ckirk  (Colonel 
Golthurst^  if  he  divided  the  Committee 
on  the  subject,  for  he  feared  that  under 
the  very  bad  Government  they  had  in 
Ireland  it  would  not  be  found  possible 
to  get  the  most  common-sense  proposals 
properly  considered. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE  desired  to  call 
attention  to  a  few  points  which  he 
deemed  worthy  of  consideration.  In 
England  they  had  a  Board  of  Works 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  in 
the  Chair  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  at  its 
head.  The  cost  in  Ireland  was,  alto- 
gether, a  sum  of  £57,000,  or,  exclusive  of 
the  Land  Act  loans,  £24,000.  He  would 
now  ask  the  Committee  to  look  at  a 
lew  details.  The  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  had  a  salary  of  £2.000  per 
ananm  ;  but  in  the  case  of  Ireland  they 
had  a  Chairman  of  the  Board — the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  in  England 
having  no  Commissioners  to  act  with 
him  —  reo^ving  a  salary  of  £1,500 
Sryear,  and  having  the  assistance  of  two 
OnnmissioDers,  who  together  received 
£2,400  per  annum.  That  was  to  say, 
that  what  the  First  Commissioner  of 
WorkB  did  for  £2,000  was  done  in  Ire- 
land at  a  cost  of  nearly  £4,000.  Going 
farther  into  detail,  the  first  thing  he 
came  upon  was  the  faot  that  there  were 
in  Ireland  two  classes  of  bookkeepers 
and  clerks,  includiag,  as  he  perceived 
by  a  note  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  one 
who  was  paid  a  special  allowance  of 
£50  for  injured  prospects.  Could  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Ikmsnry  tell  the  Committee  what  this 
afaeurdity  really  meant  ?  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman could  not.  For  his  own  part,  he 
(ICr.  Labouchere)  had  not  the  most  re- 
mote idea  of  what  this  item  referred  to. 
Li  England  tiie  First  Commissioner  had 
w  an£iteot  under  him.  The  wcnrk  was 
done,  probably  under  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman's  own  supervision,  by  clerks 
and  surveyors ;  but  in  Ireland  they  had 
an  architect ;  and  he  saw,  by  a  note 
below,  that  this  architect,  who  was  put 
down  as  receiving  a  salary  of  £1,039, 
also  received  a  second  salary  of  £100 
a-year  as  architect  for  the  national 
monum^ts.  Then  there  were  chief  sur- 
veyor and  surveyors  of  buildings,  prin- 
cipal draftsman  and  furniture  clerk,  and 
a  snperintendent  of  fuel  and  light,  a 
gSBtfeman  who  received  an  allowance  to 


cover  the  cost  of  offices.  Then  they  had 
a  Board  of  Control  for  Lunatic  Asylums, 
and  there  was  also  an  architect  receiving 
a  salary  of  £300  per  annum  and  a  pen- 
sion of  £300  a- year  in  addition,  as  was 
stated  in  a  foot  note,  on  account  of  his 
having  been  late  architect  to  the  Poor 
Law  Board  in  Ireland.  What  did  that 
gentleman  do  for  his  salary  of  £300  per 
annum  7   Why  did  he  get  the  large 

Sension  of  £300  a-year?  Probably  he 
id  nothing  in  either  office.  If  some 
Irish  Member  would  be  kind  enough  to 
move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote,  be  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  would  be  most  happy  to 
support  him.  Everybody  must  see  that 
these  sums  were  perfectly  preposterous. 
In  all  probability  those  officials  were 
Englishmen,  and,  therefore,  were  not 
worth  much ;  and  in  Ireland,  no  doubt, 
it  was  true  that  Satan  found  some  work 
for  idle  hands  to  do. 

Mb.  GOUBTNEY  said,  the  central 
point  of  the  hon.  Member's  speech  was 
the  comparison  between  the  Irish  Board 
of  Works  and  the  English  Board  of 
Works,  over  which  the  First  Gonunia- 
sionmr  presided.  He  would  ask  anyone 
who  knew  anything  about  the  two 
Boards  whether  there  was  a  single  funo- ' 
tton  tbat  was  common  to  the  two.  The 
functions  of  the  two  Boards  were  not  at 
all  similar,  and  bad  nothing  in  common. 
The  Board  in  Ireland  had  to  look  after 
loans  to  railways,  loans  for  tramways, 
land  improvemeot  loans,  business  with 
respect  to  drainage  and  piers,  and  a 
hundred  other  matters,  with  not  one  of 
which  he  suspected  the  hon.  Member 
was  familiar.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Maidstone  (Captain  Aylmer) 
had  called  attention  to  the  question  of 
arrears  of  loans,  and  in  that  matter  the 
appearance  was  very  much  worse  than 
the  reality.  The  total  indebtedness  had 
not  increased ;  but,  instalments  of  prin- 
cipal having  become  due  and  not  been 
paid,  there  was  an  apparent  alarming 
increase  in  the  amount  of  arrears.  The 
matter  had  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government  j  but  it  was  difficult 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  instal- 
ments. The  Government  would,  how- 
ever, spare  no  effort  to  reduce  the  total 
of  the  arrears.  With  respect  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Boyal  Comnussion  to 
inquire  into  the  question  of  arterial 
drainage,  he  was  afraid  he  could  not 
share  the  anttoipations  as  to  tiie  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  fi 
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OommiBBion.  If  the  GoTernment  had 
onlj  to  consult  themselres  and  their  o vn 
convenience,  nothing  would  be  easier  or 
simpler  than  the  appointment  of  a  Boyal 
Oommtssion.  That  would  mean  the  post- 

Eonement  of  the  question  for  a  year ; 
ut  this  year  the  Gtorernment  had  intro< 
duced  two  Bills,  one  dealing  with  the 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  embody- 
ing the  recommendations  of  a  Boyal 
Oommiaeion.  Had  they  advanoed  with 
that  Bill  because  it  was  founded  on  the 
Beport  of  a  Boyal  Oommission?  On 
the  contraiy,  it  had  been  immovable,  in 
consequence  of  objections  of  two  Irish 
Members  representing  two  sections  of 
the  House.  He  had  agreed  to  let  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  and  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Oommittee  upstairs; 
and  if  that  had  been  carried  out,  he 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  listened 
to  the  representations  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers with  the  greatest  respect.  As  to 
arterial  drainage,  the  BiU  contained 
something  whidi  might  he  accepted  if 
it  were  sent  upstairs.  Why  did  not 
Irish  Members  exert  themselTes  so  as 
to  get  this  question  dealt  with  up- 
stairs ?  He  cud  not  believe  that  if  a 
Boyal  Commission  were  appointed  the 
Bill  would  be  passed ;  but  he  hoped  that 
next  year  someUiing  might  be  done. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  he  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  must  admit  that  the 
Irish  Members  applied  themselves  as 
actively  to  their  Parliamentary  duties  as 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  received  saluies 
for  doing  so ;  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  take  some  steps  to  advance  the 
interests  of  Ireland,  he  woxdd  find  that 
they  would  assist  him.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman prided  himself  upon  accurate 
knowledge ;  but  he  thought  the  conclu- 
sions of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere)  were  more 
accurate  than  those  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with 
all  his  knowledge.  He  greatlv  sympa- 
^zed  with  the  condunons  and  the  oon- 
tention  of  the  hon.  Member,  as  he  did 
with  any  hon.  Member,  whether  Eng- 
lish, Scotch,  or  Irish.  The  English  De- 
partment of  Works  was  much  more  im- 
portant than  the  Irish;  but,  although 
a  great  many  of  the  powers  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  gathered  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  Board,  and  although  its  func- 
tions were  very  important,  and  its  cost 
was  very  considerable,  he  believed  the 
Board  cUd  very  little  good  for  the  ooun- 

Mr.  C9¥ri»9ii 


try.    The  hon.  Member  invited  some 
Irish  Members  to  move  a  reduction,  and 
if  he  were  now  as  he  was  four  years 
ago  he  might  be  deluded  by  the  hon. 
Member's  suggestion;  but  he  should 
not  adopt  the  suggestion,  for  two  rea- 
sons— first,  he  believed  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Badical  mind  was  not  robust 
enough  to  follow  him  into  the  Lobby  ; 
and,  secondly,  with  regard  to  this  Board 
of  Works,  1^  did  not  believe  tlwt  any 
proposal  for  a  reduction  would  be  Badi- 
oal  enough  for  him;  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  would  move  to  abolish  the  insti- 
tution altogether  he  should  be  glad  to 
support  him,  and  to  go  in  for  a  Reaper 
institution.  If  any  hon.  Member  wished 
to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  defined 
functions  of  this  Board,  he  would  find 
that  the  Board  was  authorized  to  lend 
£920,000  for  loans  to  Local  Boards, 
Grand  Juries,  public  buildings,  har- 
bours, railways,  labourers'  dwellings^ 
drainage  works,  land  improvement,  re- 
pairs of  fishery  piers,  lunatic*  asylums, 
and  emigration.    Emigration  was  an 
inevitable  dish  in  every  bill  of  fare  for 
Ireland.   If  this  Department,  instead 
of  being  supine,  cold,  and  callous, 
went  energetically  to  work,  it  might  do 
a  great  deal  to  lessen  the  pressure  of 
poverty  on  the  Irish  people.  Thwe 
were  vast  tracts  of  land  inlrdand  which, 
at  a  moderate  expense,  might  be  re- 
claimed.  But  what  had  been  done  in 
the  past  year?   One  loan  of  £60,000 
for  reclamation.    Why  was  there  only 
one  loan  for  that  purpose  in  the  year  P 
Was  it  because  of  some  impediment  of 
the  law  f   If  it  was  not,  then  the  Go- 
vernment stood  self-condemned.    If  it 
was,  they  were  almost  equally  con- 
demned, because  they  ought  to  propose 
an  amendment  of  the  law.   Then,  with 
regard  to  National  School  tealchers, 
6,000  out  of  7,500  were  at  that  moment 
without  suitable  residences  attached  to 
the  schools.    He  knew  that  many  of 
them  walked  many  mdles;  and  many 
lived  in  honses,  not  in  homes,  but  in 
rooms  in  a  condition  ruinous  to  morals 
and  health.  It  was  most  difficult  for 
them  to  live  with  that  otemd  respec- 
tability which  was  essential  with  any- 
body having  to  instruct  children.  The 
Local  Government  Board  never  troubled 
themselves  to  induce  the  Government  to 
erect  teachers'  residences,  and  for  these 
6,000  teachers  only  40  residences  had 
been  erected  in  the  paat>year.  iThen, 
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again,  the  Laboarera'  Cottages  Act  had 
been  abortive ;  but  if  the  Department 
had  exerted  itself,  at  least  some  labourers' 
cottages  might  have  been  erected .  Again, 
as  to  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  the  Com- 
miaaion,  headed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  Blake),  had  set  to 
Tork,  but  too  near  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  and,  as  far  as  he  was  aware, 
not  a  atone  had  been  laid  towards  the 
construction  of  any  harbour  or  pier  on 
the  Doast  of  Ireland.  The  Departcnent 
admitted  that  there  were  200,000  hold- 
ings in  Ireland  occupied  by  solvent 
tenants  at  an  annual  value  of  £7  who 
were  entitled  to  come  in  under  the  Act 
and  obtain  loans  up  to  £200,000 ;!  but 
how  many  loans  had  been  advanced  ?  If 
there  were  200,000  persons  entitled  to 
have  loans,  the  Department  must  ad- 
vance more  than  £200,000  a-yearif  they 
were  to  make  any  real  progress ;  but 
instead  of  encouraging  these  poor  people, 
and  explaining  the  regulations  and  con- 
ditions, the  Department  took  pride  in 
multiplying  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
these  men.  If  a  tenant  applied  for  a 
loan,  at  the  end  of  three  months'  waiting 
he  ^o/i  a  form  to  be  filled  up  and  sent 
somewhere ;  but  if  there  happened  to  be 
a  mist^e  in  the  paper  it  was  sent  back 
to  him,  and  then  he  entered  upon  a 
eeremoniid  during  which  he  was  d^uged 
by  forms  of  all  sorts.  He  had  known 
men  withdraw  fsam  appUcaUon,  after 
several  months,  utterly  bewildered  and 
broken-hearted.  But  there  was  no  lack 
of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Department 
when  it  was  called  upon  to  eead  people 
out  of  the  country.  Although  there 
were  only  163  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland,  the  Board  had  sanctioned 
during  last  year  no  less  than  62  loans 
and  spent  £11,000  for  this  purpose. 
They  were  empowered  to  spend  £100,000 
for  that  purpose  under  the  Act,  and  so 
eager  had  the  Board  been  to  use  that 
power,  that,  although  only  two  years 
had  elapsed  since  the  Act  was  passed,  no 
less  than  £87,132  had  been  allotted.  He 
dionld  like  to  have  some  information  as 
to  how  many  people  had  been  sent 
away ;  whether  any  care  was  taken  to 
proride  the  people  witii  the  means  of 
Uving  when  they  arrived  in  America; 
and  whether  it  was  true  diat  the  other 
day  600  men  were  sent  back  as  assisted 
paupers  ?  He  would  like  to  know,  also, 
whether  it  waa^a  fact  that  a  capitation 
grant  was  still  allowed  to  the  Poor  Xtaw 
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Officers  in  Ireland,  and  whether  they 
still  received  5*.  a-head  as  a  bribe  from 
the  country  for  every  person  emigrated  ? 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  he  thought 
there  was  a  consideration  underlymg 
this  question  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  passed  over.  The  question  raised 
hy  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  was  not  the  amount  of 
work  the  Board  did  in  Ireland  compared 
with  what  the  English  Board  did,  but 
the  extravagance  of  the  Board  in  Ireland 
in  doing  their  work.  That  was  an  im- 
portant question.  It  bad  been  brought 
forward  for  several  Sessions — namely* 
the  question  of  national  expenditure.  If 
the  present  Qovernment  came  in  upon 
any  question  it  was  that  of  national 
economy;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
their  promises  had  not  been  fulfilled. 
Every  attempt  made  by  hon.  Members  to 
reduce  the  national  expenditure  was  ridi- 
culed, and  they  were  treated  as  if  they 
were  a  set  of  foolish  fanatics.  They 
were  led  to  believe  that  the  Estimates 
were  everything  they  could  be ;  but  the 
Government  would  find  that  the  people 
of  the  country  had  not  forgotten  this 
question  of  national  economy.  The 
Conservative  Party  were  working  it  up 
throughout  the  land,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  find  that  this  question  would 
have  to  bo  faced,  and  that  if  they  came 
back  to  Parliament  with  a  majority  it 
would  make  itself  heard.  He  felt  com- 
pelled to  make  these  obserrations  be- 
cause of  the  statements  which  bad  been 
made.  Every  item  in  the  Vote  indi- 
cated wanton  extravagance  which  ought 
to  be  explained,  and  he  wished  Irish 
Members  to  imderstand  this.  Every- 
body was  extravagantly  paid,  and  yet 
Members  were  expected  to  defend  this 
before  their  constituents.  He  felt  ex- 
ceedingly aggrieved  by  the  view  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  taken ; 
and  although  he  felt  it  was  imposs'ble 
to  attempt  economy  in  this  Paruament, 
he  hoped  the  time  would  soon  come, 
under  this  or  some  other  Government, 
when  the  national  expenditure  could  be 
reduced. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attrition  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
several  items  in  the  Estimate  which  re- 
quired some  explanation.  There  were, 
under  the  head  of  Salaries  of  the  Sta^ 
a  number  of  discrepancies  with  regard 
to  which  he  would  like  to  hear  a  stato* 
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memt  from  the  hon.  GeDtleman.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Works,  Ireland,  the  mini- 
mum salary  (d  that  oflScial  was  stated 
to  be  £800,  with  an  annual  increment  of 
£25.  Now,  that  gentleman's  salary 
stood  last  year  at  the  minimum  amount 
of  £800,  and,  according  to  the  scale  of  in- 
crease stated  in  the  Vote,  the  amount  of 
thiByear'88aIaryoughttohaTebe6n£825. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
him  that  in  one  year — that  was  to  say, 
since  1863-4 — the  salary  should  have 
sprung  up  to  the  maximum  of  £1,000, 
which  sum  was  now  asked  for.  The 
item  certainly  baffled  his  comprehension, 
and  as  no  information  whatever  upon 
the  subject  was  furnished  in  the  £}Bti- 
mate,  he  must  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
by  what  extraordinary  process  of  com- 
putation this  sudden  jump  from  £800 
to  £1,000  in  one  year  had  occurred  ? 
Then  with  regard  to  the  first  class  clerks, 
there  were  tiiree  clerks  of  that  class 
with,  minimtim  saluies  of  £320,  rising 
by  an  annual  increment  of  £20  to  a 
maximum  of  £500.  In  their  ease  it 
appeared  that  an  operation  entirely  the 
reverse  of  that  which  had  taken  place 
with  regard  to  the  Secretary's  salary 
had  occurred.  The  salaries  of  the  three 
first  class  clerks  stood  for  the  year  1883-4 
at  the  total  amount  of  £1,357,  to  which, 
if  the  increment  of  £20  each  were  added, 
or  £60  in  all,  the  amount  would  be 
£1,417  ;  but  the  actual  amount  of  their 
Balaries,  according  to  the  Estimate,  was 
£1,377  only.  Here,  £igain,  was  a  re- 
markable discrepancy,  and  he  would  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  to  explain  why  it  was  tiiat  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Works,  Ire- 
land, suddenly  jumped  up,  as  regarded 
his  salary,  to  £175  moreuian  his  annual 
increment  appeared  to  warrant,  and 
why  the  three  first  olass  derks  haid  not 
advanced  at  tiie  rate  at  which  they  were 
entitled  to  advance? 

Mb.  OOTTBTNEY  said,  in  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Oarlow  (Mr. 
Dawson),  he  believed  he  could  satisfy  the 
hon.  Member  with  regard  to  the  points 
raised  in  counectioQ  with  the  salaries  of 
the  Secretary  and  the  first  class  clerks 
in  the  Departmeot.  The  gentleman  oc- 
cupying the  position  of  Secretary  was 
formerly  in  charge  of  the  accounts  of 
the  Offioe  ;  he  was  the  person  who,  as 
appeared  on  the  next  page,  181  of  the 
^timates,  received  £850   a-year  in 
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1883-4  as  Clerk  in  Oharge  of  Aocoimts ; 
on  his  retirement  from  that  position  he 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Secre- 
tary, which  he  now  held.  That  being 
so,  having  been  in  receipt  of  £850 
a-year  as  accountant,  it  was  frit  neces- 
sary to  put  him  at  once  at  the  maximum 
salary  of  £1,000,  at  which  he  would 
remain.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
salaries  of  the  three  first  class  elerlu, 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  referred  to, 
although  he  was  not  at  the  present  mo- 
ment able  to  give  the  actual  details,  he 
would  point  out  that  the  apparent  incon- 
sistency might  he  explained — he  could 
not,  however,  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  explanation — on  the  supposition  that 
two  of  the  first  class  clerks  were  at  the 
maximum  of  their  sidaries,  or  £500 
each.  That  would  make  up  £1,000  of 
the  amount  of  £1,377,  the  rest  of  which 
might  possibly  be  the  ealary  of  the  one 
remaining  clerk.  With  regard  to  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  below 
the  Gangway,  the  question  was  whether 
the  subjects  he  had  drawn  attention  to 
were  proper  work  t<x  the  Committee  to 
be  enga^d  apon  in  connection  with  thia 
Vote.  The  su^^estion  of  the  hon. 
Member  was  that  the  work  done  by 
the  Office  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland 
was  identical  in  character  with  that  done 
by  the  Board  of  Works  in  England ; 
but  anyone  who  had  heard  the  long  list 
of  items  for  the  last  year  which  had 
been  read  out  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  a  short  time  back 
must  at  once  perceive  that  the  two 
Boards  were  absolutaly  dissimilar.  Any 
comparison  of  the  two  Boards  was, 
therefore,  misleading;  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  not,  in  his  opinion,  entitled 
to  make  any  such  comparison,  ualess 
th^  were  at  the  same  time  prepared  to 
exfunine  the  nature  of  the  work  done. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  argument  made 
use  of  by  hon.  Members  oppoute,  and 
reiterated  by  the  hon.  Stomber  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere).  The 
hon.  Member  had  imputed  to  the  Board 
of  Works  in  Ireland  the  duty  of  taking 
the  initiative.  But  that  was  an  entirely 
erroneous  view  of  the  matter  ;  because 
the  Board  of  Works  took  action  on  the 
applications  made  to  them  by  certain 
persons,  and  it  was  a  justification  of 
their  conduct  if  it  were  proved  that  the 
applications  made  to  them  had  beea 
dealt  with.  It  was,  therefore,  no  fbnlt 
on  the  part  of  the  BoardoO&illtek  Ire- 
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laad,  that  they  had  made  only  one  loan 
for  the  reohunatioii  of  land;  and  no 
oaw  eould  be  established  ^^nat  them 
VDti!  it  was  prored  that  a  great  manj 
persons  entitled  to  claim  did  make  ap- 
ptioations,  and  were  refused.  In  the 
tame  way,  with  regard  to  the  tenants 
who  were  enpposed  to  have  a  right  to 
reeeire  loans  nnder  the  Land  Aot  of  1 88 1 , 
the  question  was  not  how  many  tenants 
were  entitled  to  aek  for  loans,  but  how 
many  hod  actually  applied ;  and  how 
maay  of  those  applicatiDiis  had  been 
aoeepted  or  rejected.  Looked  at  in  that 
Ught,  the  case  wore  an  entirely  different 
•qraet  to  ^at  prosented  to  the  Committee 
Vythe  hon.  Member.  The  Board  had 
Btirted  neoesaarily  with  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
ia  the  earlier  part  of  the  time  consider- 
able anearB,  no  doubt,  aocnued ;  but 
those  arrears  had,  during  the  last  year, 
been  very  oonsidwably  reduced.  The 
number  of  applicatious  nnder  inquiry 
last  year  had  been  1,486  ;  but  the  num- 
ber had  since  been  very  considerably 
brought  down.  The  total  number  re- 
seived  to  31st  Uaroh  lait  was  6,600, 
and  out  of  those  applications  6.100  had 
been  sanctioned.  The  effect,  therefore, 
fA  ^e  action  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
Ir^nd,  laart  year,  bad  been  considerably 
to  reduce  the  arrears,  to  bring  the  neir 
oases  nnder  consideration  dovn  to  a 
smaller  number,  and  to  sanction  a  large 
number  of  loans.  Hon.  Members  might 
ask  whether  the  money  had  been  paid, 
to  which  he  replied  that  the  money  was 
iflSBed^sthe  work  was  done  and  certified. 
He  did  xuH  think  it  necessary  to  go 
Aroi^h  ereiy  item  touched  upon  by  the 
hoD.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton}. 
He  woiUd  simply  express  his  opinion 
that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
Ireland,  had  been  reasonably  efficient 
io  dealing  with  the  applications  made  to 
them ;  and,  further,  he  had  great  satis- 
faction in  testifying  to  the  energy  shown 
in  conducting  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment generally.  There  was,  however, 
one  branch,  of  the  work  of  the  Office  on 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few 
words — namely,  that  in  relation  to  the 
Fidiety  Commission.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  referred  to  what  had  been  done 
m  respect  of  diat  branch,  and  he  had 
blamed  tiie  Board  of  Works  for  not 
nsponding  more  readily  to  the  action  of 
file  Fishezy  Commission.  But  what  did 
fiioB^poftBBV?  It  showed  that  out  of 


39  apidieations  for  survey  made  up  to 
the  Slat  of  Haroh  last,  35  cases  had 
been  oonndered  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  that  plans  and  specifications  had 
been  forwarded  by  the  Board  of  Works 
to  the  Fisheries  and  Harbours  Com- 
mission. On  the  1 5th  of  February  eight 
plans  bad  been  sent  out,  and  the  rest  by 
the  15th  of  April,  the  interval  having 
been,  of  course,  occupied  with  surveys 
and  work  of  that  kind.  The  rest  of  the 
oases  were  referred  back  for  change 
of  plans,  &c.  Then  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  Board  with  reference 
to  another  subject.  An  hon.  Member 
had  complained  of  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Works  in  respect  of  the  La- 
bourers' Aot  of  last  Session,  and  founded 
that  complaint  upon  the  ^Report  whioh 
brought  up  their  work  to  die  3lBt  of 
March  last.  But  the  hon.  Member  must 
be  aware  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Board  of  Works  to  have  taken  any 
action  at  all  under  the  Act  of  last  year, 
and  that  inability  on  their  part  formed 
a  material  point  in  the  Beport.  The 
other  reference  of  the  hon.  Member  with 
regard  to  emigration  related  to  the  Local 
Glovemment  Board,  not  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  Ireland. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  did 
not  consider  that  the  Office  of  the  Board 
of  Works  were  in  any  way  to  blame  on 
account  of  the  delay  which  had  occurred 
in  connection  with  the  Labourers'  Act  of 
last  year.  The  facts  of  the  matter  were 
— the  Bill  did  not  receive  the  Boyal 
Assent  until  the  month  of  August,  and 
therefore  even  preliminary  steps  ooald 
not  be  taken  under  the  Aot  at  the  very 
earliest  until  the  month  of  September. 
He  believed  that  he  should  be  more 
correct  in  saying  that  no  proceedings  at 
all  could  take  place  before  November, 
because  the  Boards  of  Guardians  were 
not  actually  seized  of  the  plan  and  pur- 
poses of  the  Aot  itself  untU  that  month. 
At  an  earlier  stage  of  the  discussion  of 
that  evening  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  the  very  serious 
vexational  diffictdties  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  operation  of  the  Aot  in 
almost  every  particular.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasuiy 
was,  he  presumed,  familiar  with  the 
details  of  carrying  out  the  Act  in  ques- 
tion ;  and  he  would,  therefore,  repeat  to 
him  his  apprehensitm  ^ttat^^o^ 
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very  great  danger,  in  the  case  of  many 
of  the  proposed  sohemes  which  had 
already  reached  their  final  stage  bo  far 
as  the  Board  of  Works  and  the  Boards 
of  GuardianB  were  concerned,  that  those 
schemes  would  not  be  carried  out  at  all 
owing  to  the  difficulties  placed  in  their 
way.  For  Us  own  part,  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  that  the  Treaauiy  would  not 
innst  in  forcing  upon  the  authors  of  these 
schemes  an  amount  of  taxation  which 
rendered  the  erection  of  labourers*  cot- 
tages practically  impossible  ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  had  reason  to  hope  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  add  his  valuable  assistance  to  his 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's)  endeavour  to 
impress  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government 
the  desirability  of  taking  this,  matter 
immediately  into  their  consideration. 
He  would  just  make  one  or  two  observa- 
tions with  regard  to  the  general  question 
upon  which  the  Seoretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  spoken  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere).  He 
did  not  think  the  Committee  should  be 
surprised  or  irritated  by  the  amount  of 
warmth  displayed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  this  matter ;  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
only  followed  good  example,  and  he 
would  add  that  ^e  Head  of  any  Depart- 
ment who  did  not  stand  up  to  defend 
that  Department  with  some  vehemence 
was  not  worth  his  salt.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  he  differed  from  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  those  Benches.  There  was 
nothing  in  that  to  cause  surprise  to  the 
Committee ;  nor  did  he  at  all  blame  the 
hon.  Gentleman  for  being  tempted  into 
an  unusual  display  of  vehemence  out  of 
zeal  for  his  subordinates.  But  there 
had  been  a  sight  witnessed  by  the  Com- 
mittee that  evening  which  he  thought 
was  extremely  significant  and  interest- 
ing. For  the  first  time  during  the  last 
four  years  there  had  been  something 
like  earnest  assistance  on  the  part  of 
English  Members  given  to  Irish  Mem- 
bers in  their  efforts  to  restrain  extra- 
vagance in  liish  D^artmrats.  Now,  it 
was  this  whiohhad  caused  the  vehemenoe 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  vented  on  the 
innocent  observations  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton.  The  moment  the 
discussion  of  these  Irish  Estimates  ceased 
to  be  the  monopoly  of  Irish  Members 
and  was  taken  up  by  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  that  moment  the 
present  system  was  doomed,  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Tr«a- 


sury  knew  it  very  well.  It  was  during 
the  Busso-Turkish  difficulty,  the  pareut 
of  the  present  Liberal  majority,  that  the 
Duke  of  Argyll  made  use  of  the  expres- 
sion— "  My  Lords  are  beginning  to  be 
found  out."  Itet  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  consider 
that  the  phrase  by  which  his  Depart- 
ment was  designated  was— "My  Lords, 
your  Department  is  being  found  out ; " 
and  that  the  Offices  under  its  oontrol  in 
Ireland  were  being  conducted  on  a  scale 
of  extravagance  that  would  not  be 
tolerated  for  one  moment  in  this  coun- 
try. But  this  Department  was  only  one 
of  many  Departments  where  the  same 
extravagance  existed.  There  were  more 
Judges  than  were  wanted ;  more  Secre- 
taries, Presidents,  and  Tiee  Presidents 
than  were  necessary ;  throughout  every 
Department  the  same  vicious  system  ran 
—namely,  that  of  tMupting  EBglish 
officials  into  the  nutks  of  the  Irish  Oivil 
Service. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  did  not 
complain  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Ge&tleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, who,  if  he  were  not  a  Government 
official,  he  had  no  doubt  vould  have 
supported  his  hon.  Friends  and  himself 
in  pressing  this  matter  on  the  oen- 
sideration  of  the  Government.  Situated, 
however,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  was, 
he  had  to  give  some  reason,  good,  bad, 
or  iodifferent,  for  every  job  perpetrated 
by  the  Government.  He  was  not  in  the 
least  surprised  that  Irishmen  knew  more 
about  what  went  on  in  Ireland  than  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  Irishmen 
who  lived  in  Ireland  heid  one  and  all 
protested  against  the  general  extrava- 
gance in  regard  to  the  pay  of  all  Irish 
officials,  and  particularly  in  regard  to 
those  whose  salaries  the  Committee  were 
now  engaged  in  considering.  And  yet 
the  hon.  Gentleman  came  forward  and, 
in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers, said  that  the  system  was  a  proper 
one  under  which  lai^  sums  of  mon^ 
wore  spent  upon  officials  m.  Ireland 
who  were  not  wanted  in  Ireland,  and 
whose  salaries  were  higher  in  proportion 
than  those  of  the  officials  who  did  the 
same  work  in  England.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  answer  that  complaint  of 
hon.  Members,  and  why  ?  Because  he 
knew  absolutely  nothing  about  the  mat- 
ter. He  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  why 
there  should  be  an  architect  appointed 
to  the  Board  of  ConteoLand  tlWjBoaid 
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td  Lunacy  at  a  salary  of  £300  a-^eor, 
when  there  was  an  architect  appointed 
for  the  whole  Board  of  Works  who  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  £900  a-year,  and  a 
special  allowance  of  £200,  as  well  as 
another  £100  a-year  a  aarchitect  for 
National  Monuments.  And  he  further 
asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  why  he  re- 
ceived the  latter  salary  obviously  for 
doing  nothing,  and  if  he  also  received 
£300  per  annum  for  another  office  which 
he  once  held  under  the  Poor  Law  Board  ? 
He  had  been  under  the  impression  that 
the  official  in  question  was  not  to  receive 
a  pension  ;  but  it  now  appeared  that  he 
Iras  getting  £300  a-year  in  respect  of  an 
office  with  which  he  had  nothing  to  do. 
It  was  in  that  way  these  things  were 
done,  and  if  the  matter  in  question  were 
looked  into,  it  wotdd,  no  doubt,  be  found 
that  this  person  was  a  relation  of  some* 
one  who  nad  done  something  in  the  in- 
terestof  the  QoTemment,  and  that  giving 
him  the  office  was  aa  act  of  mere  Party 
bribeiy.  He  did  not  say  that  the  pre- 
sent occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench 
were  one  whit  worse  than  the  Qentlemen 
who  sat  opposite  them.  He  could  see 
exceedingly  little  difference  between 
Parties  in  that  respect ;  but  his  great  ob- 
jection was  that  whenever  a  job,  be  it 
big  or  little,  was  perpetrated  it  was 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  nation. 

Me.  KENNi  said,  it  would  appear 
from  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in 
Ireland  were  perfect  individuals.  The 
hon.  Qentleman  defended  each  item,  and 
he  en^avonied  to  prove  that  in  every 
respect  the  officials  whose  actions  had 
been  questioned  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  discharged  their  duties  perfectly. 
But  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  each 
item  wero  examined  in  the  light  of  the 
Beport  which  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  for  the  year  it  would  be  found 
that  there  had  been  a  deplorable  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  officials  in  question  to 
meet  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the 
people,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
the  Fishery  Boards  and  Harbours  Act 
of  last  year.  The  statement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
a  few  minutes  since,  that  of  39  schemes 
sent  forward  only  two  were  in  course  of 
bnng  carried  out  at  the  present  time, 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  eloquent 
condemnation  that  could  possibly  be 
passed  on       Board.   Be  was  obliged 


to  say  that  the  boast  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  that  with  regard  to  89  of 
these  schemes  plans  and  speoificatiooa 
had  been  forwaraed,  was  somewhat  pre- 
mature and  misleading,  because  he  (Mr. 
Kenny)  perceived  that  of  eight  of  thoso 
schemes  speciScations  had  not  been  sent 
on ;  BO  that  he  apprehended  there  was  a 
mistake  somewhere.  For  his  own  part, 
he  should  be  sorry  to  admit  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  estimate  was  accurate.  He 
parsed  now  to  page  28  of  the  Keport,  on 
which  it  appeared  that  £13,276  had  been 
advanced  this  year  to  a  Mr.  Drinkwater 
fur  reclamations.  It  appeared  from  the 
Beport  that  the  works  were  commenced 
in  1873,  and  the  Beport  went  on  to 
say — 

"  We  are  now  engaged  in  making  sach  u*- 
rangementa  as  will  nollitate  tiie  execution  of 
the  works." 

What  did  that  mean  f  Bid  it  mean  that 
Mr.  Drinkwater  had  broken  hia  con- 
tracts ?  It  would  appear  so,  and  that 
the  Treasury  had  no  satisfaction  what- 
ever for  his  having  done  so.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  given  the 
Committee  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an 
explanation  of  this  extraordinary  trans- 
action, which  certainly  had  the  magnitude 
of  a  public  scandal.  Hon.  Members  on 
those  Benches  would  like  to  know  whether 
Mr.  Drinkwater  was  still  responsible  for 
the  loan ;  how  much  money  had  been 
expended  on  the  works,  and  what  se- 
,  curity  the  Treasury  had  that  this  money 
would  be  repaid  ?  Passing  from  this 
transaction,  which  required  to  be  cleared 
up,  there  was  another  matter  to  which 
he  desired  to  refer.  What  was  the  ez- 
traordinaiy  expenditure  in  connection 
with  the  Ijabourers*  Act  of  last  year? 
Hie^  had  the  following  items  :---One 
Assistant  Commissioner,  £800 ;  one 
Examiner,  £300;  three  Draftsmen, 
£240  ;  36  Inspectors  at  £300.  £10,675  ; 
travellingexpenses  of  Inspectors,  £6,500 ; 
advertising,  £3,000;  registry  of  loans, 
£1,500.  It  was  the  function  of  these 
gentlemen  to  prepare  Beports  as  to  loans 
amounting  to  £200,000.  It  appeared, 
therefore,  that  the  preliminary  expenses 
made  a  charge  of  7  per  cent  on  each 
loan  before  it  was  granted.  Such  a 
waste  was  to  be  deplored.  The  manner 
in  whioh  the  Labourers'  Act  had  been, 
so  to  speak,  paralyzed  by  the  extra- 
ordinary demands  of  voracious  officials 
was  a  thing  they  ought  to  have  some 
«pUm.ti.n.I.  ja>«e^w^^|- 
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more  deplorable  than  the  manner  in 
vhich  the  public  officials  in  Ireland  ate 
up  enormous  slices  out  of  the  money 
that  was  granted  in  the  shape  of  loans 
by  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  public  works.  He  hoped  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  be  able 
to  give  them  further  information  as  to 
fisheries,  tJiough  he  did  not  think  he 
-would  be  able  to  do  so.  Wliether  or 
not,  he  trusted  the  hon.  Member  would 
be  able  to  give  them  some  information 
as  to  tfae'oUier  matters  to  which  he  hod 
drawn  attention.  There  was  another 
question  to  which  he  would  like  to  ad- 
vert— namely,  the  inspection  the  Qo- 
vemment  were  bound  to  make  of  those 
schemes  which  were  prepared  under  the 
Tramways  Act  of  1861.  He  saw  a  lot 
of  bogus  schemes  on  the  Paper,  that 
from  the  commencement  had  never  had 
a  chance  of  being  carried  to  a  successful 
issue.  These  schemes  were  prepared 
by  men  of  straw,  by  men  who  were 
nothing  but  swindlers  who  came  from 
England.  Such  practices  should  not  be 
allowed  to  go  on.  As  he  said,  they  were 
nearly  all  Englishmen  who  came  over 
to  Ireland  to  carry  on  their  swindles, 
and  it  was  a  scandal  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  th.riTe  with  impunity  on 
Uie  unscmhisticated  people  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  WABTOK  said,  he  did  not  want 
to  go  into  these  questions  as  to  the  Poor 
Law  Board  of  Ireland ;  but  he  desired 
to  call  attention  to  the  persistency  with 
which  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in- 
sisted upon  putting  into  the  Estimates 
arithmetical  puzzles  and  absurdities, 
and  the  innocent  manner  in  which  he 
oflFered  explanations.  He  (Mr.  Warton) 
was  not  going  fully  into  these  questions, 
because  they  bad  been  gone  into  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oarlow  (Mr.  Gray) ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  everything 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  said 
in  reply  to  that  Gentleman,  with  regard 
to  the  persons  promoted  from  one  post 
to  another,  was,  from  his  point  of  view, 
perfectly  right.  That  was  not  the  ques- 
tion. Because  the  hon.  Gentleman  could 
give  a  reasonable  account  of  the  promo- 
tion of  an  ofi&oial  he  thought  he  was 
answering  the  whole  question ;  but  that 
was  not  so.  These  Estimates  should  be 
arithmetically  correct,  and  no  explana- 
tion as  to  the  virtues  or  excellence  of  a 
certain  official  was  a  reason  for  finan- 
cial absurdities.  They  had  an  item  of 
four  seoond-olass  clerks  with  maximum 


salaries  of  £300,  rising  by  annual  intn^ 
mentsof  £15.  The  total  was  £1,239, 
or  £39  more  tiiau  the  maximum  of  the 
four  clerks,  which  would  be  £1,200.  The 
item  for  1883-4  was  £1,204,  and  he 
should  like  to  know  how  the  difference 
between  that  sum  and  £1,239  could  be 
made  up  by  any  increment  of  £15?  Then 
they  had  an  item  showing  that  in  1883-4 
the  minimum  salary  of  the  Secretary 
was  £800.  It  should  have  risen  to  £850, 
the  increment  being  £25 ;  but  here  they 
had  an  item  of  £1,000  put  down  for 
1884-5.  The  Secretai^  to  the  Treasury 
should  be  ashamed  of  patting  such  ab- 
surdities in  the  Estimates,  and  he  (Mr. 
Warton)  felt  it  his  duty  to  protest 
against  the  system.  That  was  not  the 
first  time  or  the  second  they  had  had 
such  Estimates  prepared. 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  he  was  sorry 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bridport  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  he  had  given.  Ha 
(Mr.  Courtney)  might  be  open  to  oen- 
Bure;  but  the  explanation  was  that  the 
person  appointed  to  the  post  of  Secre- 
tary was  a  gentleman  receiving  a  salary 
already  above  the  minimum  of  the  post 
— he  was  a  gentleman  transferred  from 
one  post  to  another,  of  course  on  full  pay. 
With  regard  to  the  question  put  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  S^nis  (Mr.  Kenny)  as 
to  the  cost  of  working  the  Land  Act  of 
1881,  he  was  a&aid  tnat  the  expenditure 
was  necessary  in  the  nature  of  things. 
It  was  necessary  that  they  should  have 
Inspectors  to  visit  the  loc^ties,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
improvments,  and  report  upon  them.  It 
was  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  expense 
of  the  Commissioners  must  be  consider- 
able in  proportion  to  the  work  they  did. 
They  stUl  took  security  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  work.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman put  a  question  as  to  the  Clare 
slob  reclamation.  He  (Mr.  Courtney) 
thought  he  had  explained  how  that 
stood.  The  scheme  as  originally  pro- 
moted was  promoted  by  priTOte  in- 
dividuals, and  promised  to  be  a  great 
improvement  and  a  work  financially 
pr^table.  It  was  eventually  ascertained, 
however,  that  it  would  be  much  more 
expensive  than  had  been  supposed.  The 
works  did  not  go  on,  and  fitrUier  loans 
were  necessary  to  carry  it  through. 
Even  after  farther  loans  were  granted 
the  work  was  not  completed,  and  then 
an  additional  payment  of^tbree-fouTtbq 

Digilized  by  VjOOglC 


173  Bi^fj^f—Cwa        {July  22,  1884]        Bervie*  StimaUt.  174 


majranted.  An  Znapeotor  of  the  Board 
of  Works  vas  wsai  down  to  Bee  that  the 
vork  was  done. 

Kb.  KENNY:  Was  the  Inspector 
constantly  there  ? 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  he  was  not 
there  every  day ;  but  week  by  week  he 
went  down  to  examine  the  work  done. 
Finally,  the  Board  of  Works  had  been 
obliged  themseWes  to  take  the  work 
over.  The  operation  hod  proved  to  be 
a  loss ;  but  it  was  one  of  those  things 
they  hfMl  been  constantly  urged  to  under- 
take— that  was  to  say,  in  this  case,  as 
in  many  others,  thoy  had  been  constantly 
invited  to  grant  loans  for  the  reclama- 
tion of  land  which  was  covered  with 
water  at  high  tide.  These  things  were 
often  recoiqmended  as  profitable  recla- 
mations, bat  frequently  tamed  out  to 
be  a  loss.  In  tiiis  case  the  work  was 
carried  out  at  the  expense  of  English 
capitaluts. 

Mb.  AETHUR  O'CONNOB  :  How 
much  capital  was  invested  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  £20,000;  the 
figures  have  been  given  over  and  over 
again  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
£nnis. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  Did 
they  not  become  bankrupt  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  they  liqui- 
dated, and  the  whole  matter  was  in- 
qnirad  into.  There  were  many  oases  of 
weoisely  the  same  character,  and  the 
uoremment  had  to  be  continually  on 
their  guard.  In  the  matter  of  the 
tramways,  the  Board  of  Works  was 
exeeating  the  duty  thrown  upon  it  by 
Parliaoient.  When  ^e  scheme  for  the 
constmetion  of  the  tramways  was  brought 
under  their  notice  they  had  no  option 
hot  to  proceed  to  make  an  inspection  for 
themselves,  and  to  estimate  the  cost  of 
the  work,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  satisfy 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  to  put  the  case 
before  the  Committee  of  Council.  The 
action  of  the  Board  of  Works  might 
have  been  imprudent ;  but  it  was  alto- 
gether due  to  the  Art  of  last  Session, 
which  the  hon.  Member  himself  had 
hewrtily  supported. 

Mb.  HARRINOTON  said,  the  right 
lum.  Qentlemau  the  Chief  Secretary, 
with  considerable  ingenuity,  made  him- 
self out  to  be  completely  innocent  of 
Irish  feeline  as  to  this  vote.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  feel  oCFended  with  him  for 
M^^ing  so;  but  "where  ignoranoe  is 


bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise."  Certainly, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  found  it  ms 
duty  to  defend  the  system  carried  on  by 
this  Board  for  so  long,  he  (Mr.  Harring- 
ton) could  only  say  that  it  must  be  a 
matter  of  bliss  to  &e  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  ho  did  not  know  that  the  func- 
tions of  the  Board  towards  the  Irish 
nation  were  of  the  highest  importance. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that,  if  the  Board  moved 
with  anything  like  the  progress  they 
had  a  right  to  expect,  it  would  be  A 
immense  advantage  to  the  countiy,  in- 
stead of  being,  as  it  was,  a  drag  on 
every  movement  for  its  real  improve- 
ment. When  a  scheme  of  any  kind 
passed  through  that  House,  no  matter 
how  urgent  was  the  necessity  for  it,  and 
how  pressing  was  the  case  which  had 
been  mside  out  —however  great  the  neces- 
sity in  Ireland  might  be — ^the  adminis- 
tration of  the  scheme  was  at  once  con- 
fined to  that  Irish  Umbo  called  the 
Board  of  Public  Works.  It  was  prac- 
tically many  years  after  a  scheme  had 
obtained  the  sanction  of  Parliament  that 
it  began  to  show  its  head  above  the 
surface  of  social  and  political  life  in  Ire- 
land. Last  year,  by  the  energy  and 
zeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
(Mr-  Blake)— whose  services  he  (Mr. 
Harrington),  as  an  humble  Member  of 
the  Party,  regretted  extremely  to  hear 
they  were  about  to  lose— a  very  excel- 
lent Bill  was  passed  through  the  House 
for  the  erection  of  fishery  piers.  It  was 
provided  that  a  sum  of  £50,000  or 
£70,000  for  the  first  year,  and  not  more 
than  £50,000  each  succeeding  year, 
should  be  expended  on  fishery  piers  and 
harbonrs.  What  was  the  story  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  to  tell  them  ?  Why, 
that  not  a  single  stone  of  any  pier  had 
yet  been  laid.  Only  two  schemes  had 
been  prepared — two  efforts  had  been 
mode;  he  supposed  he  might  say  that 
two  stones  had  been  laid ;  perhaps  the 
divers  in  those  cases  had  gone  down  and 
sounded  the  bottom.  He  would  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  charge 
of  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  and  who  had 
taken  upon  himself,  without  remunera- 
tion, the  onerous  and  important  duties 
of  Chairman  of  the  Commission  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work,  and  to  which, 
to  his  (Mr.  Harrington's)  knowledge, 
the  hon.  Member  had  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  vavsf^  and  labour — ^he  would 
appeal  to  him,  in  his  position  as  Chair* 
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man  of  the  Commission,  to  know  whe- 
ther anything  had  been  done  on  these 
important  Bohemes  which  had  occupied 
the  consideration  of  Parliament  last 
year.  The  hon.  Member  might  not  find 
himself  free  to  stand  up  and  take  part 
in  a  debate ;  but  he  (Bfr.  Harrington) 
vould  challenge  Mm  to  say  whether 
an3rthing  had  been  done.  Why  was  the 
time  of  Parliament  occupied  with  this 
matter  last  Session,  if  there  was  not 
immediate  and  urgent  necessity  tor  the 
passing  of  the  Bill ;  and  why  was  it  that 
this  scheme,  to  obtain  its  first  growth 
and  sanction  in  Ireland,  had  been  for 
the  past  12  months  winding  its  way 
through  the  circuitous  route  of  the 
routine  of  this  Board  ?  If  there  was 
anything  in  the  whole  system  of  govern- 
ment in  Ireland  which  excited  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  Irish  people,  who  were  pecu- 
liarly seDsitive  on  matters  of  this  kind, 
it  was  this  same  Board.  They  knew 
perfectly  well  that  when  a  man  applied 
for  a  loan  under  it  his  hair  grew  grey, 
practically,  before  he  could  succeed  in 
getting  the  first  instalment;  and  that, 
when  he  did  succeed  in  getting  one,  the 
work  which  he  wished  to  carry  out,  and 
part  of  which  he  might  have  carried 
out.  was  utterly  useless,  because  of  the 
period  which  elapsed  before  he  got  a 
second  instalment.  The  circumlocution 
which  was  practised  as  to  the  first  in- 
stalment was  practised  as  to  the  second. 
He  found  that  after  he  had  laid  a 
foimdation  he  was  struck  idle,  waiting 
until  the  lethargic  officers  of  this  public 
Body  found  it  convenient  to  set  them- 
seWes  again  in  motion  in  order  to  give 
him  a  second  instalment.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  of  course,  had  quite  a 
style  of  his  own  of  meeting  charges  of 
this  kind — a  style  which  seemed  to  be 
satisfactory  to  a  great  many  Members. 
It  was  well  for  him  that  he  had  only  the 
British  House  of  Oommons  to  deal  with, 
'and  that  it'  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 

Eut  himself  before  the  people  of  Ire- 
tnd.  In  this  matter,  however,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  find  that,  if 
he  were  confronted,  not  only  by  that 
House,  but  by  the  people  of  Ireland 
on  this  question,  the  laugh  would 
bo  all  on  the  other  side.  Everyone 
had  condemned  the  existing  system  in 
Ireland.  A  few  petrified  officials  had 
been  allowed  to  continue  in  office  after 
tiiey  had  grown  unfit  for  their  duties  a 
decade  at  least   It  was  admitted  by  the 
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Board  that  these  officials  were  unfit  to 
discharge  their  duties,  and  yet  the  Oo- 
vemment  left  them  in  possession  of 
them.    A  Commission  was  appointed  in 
1 878  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
Board,  and  he  found  in  the  Beport  of 
that  Commission  certain  commente  made 
upon  the  action  of  this  Board.  Hon. 
Members  oppoute  seemed  to  be  payinff 
some  attention  to  this  subject,  much 
more  than  they  generally  paid  to  ques- 
tions raised  by  the  Irish  Members  ;  and 
he  would,  therefore,  invite  their  atten- 
tion to  this.    It  appeared  that  up  to 
1860  the  Report,  which  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  had  quoted,  said  the  Oom- 
misaionors  bad  held  four  meetings  with 
tolerable  regularity.    The  minute  book 
was  duly  kept,  and  the  minutes  received 
the  counter  signature  of  the  Seoretaiy 
in  the  usual  way.   During  the  next  two 
years,  according  to  the  Beport,  the  new 
minutes  entered  were  minutes  of  trans- 
actions in  the  Office  rather  than  trans- 
criptions of  the  Board,  and  such  formali- 
ties as  the  attesting  signature  of  the 
Secretary  were  dispens^  with,  though 
on  what  ground  those  who  made  ^e 
Beport  were  unable  to  say.   The  Beport 
went  on  to  say  that  at  last  traces  of 
Board  meetings  disappeared,  and  it  had 
not  been  customary  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  hold  formal  sittings.    He  did 
not  know  how  much  weight  that  Beport 
had  had  with  the  Government,  or  what 
efiect  was  given  to  the  recommendationa 
of  the  Commission  ;  but  with  regard  to 
some  of  their   recommendations  the 
House  was  in  a  position  to  judge  in  the 
matter,  and  hon.  Members  knew  that 
though  the  Commission  had  suggested 
the  retiremeat  of  the  Chairman,  a  length, 
of  time  was  allowed  to  elapse  before  he 
could  be  removed  out  of  the  way.  The 
retirement  of  the  Secretary  was  ang- 
^ested ;  but  he  was  allowed  to  remain 
in  office  for  eight  years  after  the  Oom- 
mission  had  suggested  his  retirement 
and  had  practi(uilly  pointed  oat  that  ha 
was  unable  to  fulm  the  duties  that  he 
was  entnuted  with.   If  this  Oommis- 
fflon  had  to  discharge  a  merely  formal 
routine  business,  there  would  not  be 
much  ground  for  complaint;  but  that 
was  not  the  case.   There  were  many 
such  bodies  as  this  in  Ireland.  The 
Government  was  in  the  habit  of  reward- 
ing its   servants   with   payments  of 
this  kind,  and  hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
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did  not  happen  to  be  a  drag  on  every 
moToment  for  the  improTement  of  the 
people,  and  for  the  improveinent  in  the 
resourcesof  the  oountry.  He  had  touched 
upon  the  action  of  the  Board  with  regard 
to  the  Fishery  Commission.  The  right 
boa.  Gentleman  had  certainly  given  ex- 
tremely scant  satisfaction  with  regard  to 
that ;  he  had  not  in  any  manner  ex- 
plained to  the  Oommittee  why  it  was 
thatof  the  £70,000  which  they  had  been 
allowed  to  believe  the  Government  would 
have  expended,  scarcely  Id.  had  been 
expended  up  to  the  present  time. 

An  hon.  Uehbeb:  £6,000  haa  been 
spent. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  was 
told  that  £6,000  had  been  spent;  hut 
what  was  that  out  of  £70,000  ?  "Was 
this  supineness  and  lethargy  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Board  had  too  many 
duties  placed  upon  its  shoulders  ?  If  it 
had  too  many  duties  imposed  upon  it, 
why  was  not  that  stated  to  the  House, 
and  why  did  not  the  Board  refuae  to  do 
the  duties,  and  why  were  not  those 
duties  handed  over  to  some  other  De- 
partment ?  But  if,  as  was  believed  in 
Ireland,  the  whole  system  was  wrong, 
and  that  the  men  at  the  head  of  it  were 
nnable  to  dischai^  the  duties  entrusted 
to  tbem  through  not  having  been  trained 
to  the  work,  and  if  they  had  no  means 
of  graepinK  or  dealing  with  the  diffi- 
eolties  of  tiieir  position,  why  was  not 
some  efifort  made  by  the  Government  to 
clear  them  all  away,  bag  and  baggage, 
and  establish  in  their  place  some  cheap 
aod  fast  method  of  dealing  with  this 
matter?  As  to  the  system  of  inspection 
in  connection  with  the  improvement 
works  carried  on,  he  remembered  that 
la:^  loans  were  obtained  from  the 
Treasury  through  that  Board  in  1879-80, 
when  the  landlords  in  Ireland  were  so 
exceptionally  favoured  as  to  get  at  a 
nominal  interest  very  large  loans,  osten- 
nbly  for  the  purpose  of  giving  some 
employmeDt  to  people  in  the  country, 
but  really  fur  the  porpose  of  improving 
titor  own  property.  Oases  were  numo- 
roDB  where  people  could  point  out  that 
landed  proprietora  in  Ireland  were  taking 
large  sums  of  money  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  efSect  certain  improvements  on 
their  land,  and  that  not  a  single  Id.  of 
the  money  had  eve^  been  expended  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  had  been  ob- 
tained. Th^  were  able  to  get  from  the 
Vn^mx/  money  at  the  rate  of  1  per 


cent ;  but  they  used  it  for  whatever  pur- 
poses they  chose.  He  challenged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  deny  that  half  the  money  that 
had  been  so  raised  was  applied  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  lent  by  the 
House.  There  was  not  a  county  or  dis- 
trict in  Ireland  where  the  people  could 
not  tell  them  that  landlords  living  there 
had  obtained  loans  for  the  drainage  and 
improvement  of  their  properties;  but 
that  not  a  single  Id.  of  the  loans  had 
been  expended  with  that  object.  Some- 
times a  slight  pretext  was  made  of  doing 
something ;  a  few  holes  were  dug  in  the 
ground  here  and  there  in  which  to  plant 
trees  ;  but  the  trees  were  never  planted, 
the  holes  remaining  unfilled.  Every- 
thing that  the  Board  touched  it  cor- 
rupted. There  was  no  Board  in  Ireland 
more  odious  to  the  people,  not  because 
of  the  political  influence  it  had,  not  be- 
cause of  any  objection,  personal  or  other- 
wise, they  had  to  the  men — they  were 
mere  nobodies,  bo  far  as  the  people  were 
concerned — but  because  any  measure 
which  passed  through  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  which  had  any  connectioa 
with  money,  was  sure  to  be  consigned  to 
limbo  by  the  Boiud  of  Works. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'OONNOR  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  could 
now  say  what  had  heed  the  result  of  the 
survey  of  the  basin  of  the  Barrow,  which 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  oi 
Works  for  a  long  time  ?  The  valuation 
had  now  been  received,  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  promised  that 
it  should  be  laid  on  the  Table  almost 
immediately. 

Mr.  FARNELL  :  Can  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman state  the  substance  of  the  Re- 
port ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  was  sorry  to  say 
that  the  matter  was  in  a  very  unsatis- 
factory position.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had 
not  done  alt  the  work  expected  from 
him.  He  had  a  letter  from  that  gen- 
tleman addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Office  of  Public  Works,  and  dated  the 
15th  of  this  month.  Ur.  Fitzgerald 
said — 

'*  In  reply  to  your  letter  received  on  the  14th 
instant,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  befon  ■ 
informed  yoa — ^namely,  the  imponibility  of  ray 
naminff  the  time  for  the  completioii  of  my 
valuation." 

The  fault,  therefore,  was  not  with  the 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Works,  but  with 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  who  was  not  ajOovemr- 
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ment  offidal,  as  the  bon.  Genfleman 
knew.  It  would  be  impossible  to  bare 
the  Beport  ready  to  lay  before  the  House 
before  the  end  of  the  Session.  The 
Board  of  Works  were  pressing  the  mat- 
ter forward ;  but  the  situation  was  moat 
unfortunate. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONKOR  asked 
whether  the  Board  of  "Works  would  still 
continue  to  defer  action  until  they  got 
the  completion  of  the  valuation  by  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  or  whether  they  would  take 
some  steps  to  prevent  the  devastation  by 
the  autumn  floods,  which  were  very  often 
more  injurious  to  the  property  of  the 
river  side  population  than  the  winter 
floods  themselves  ?  The  amount  of  de- 
vastation last  year  and  the  year  before 
along  the  Barrow  was  almost  incredible 
to  those  who  did  not  actually  see  it ;  and, 
therefore,  it  seemed  a  little  unreasonable 
that  important  work  should  be  delayed 
for  a  mere  valuation  Return. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  ought,  in 

i'nstice  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  to  say  that  in 
lis  letter  he  explained  that  he  had  been 
interrupted  in  the  preparation  of  his 
valuation ;  he  had  had,  for  instance,  to 
attend  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  do  other  things.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  uked  him 
(Mr.  Courtney)  whether  they  could  not 
take  action  before  the  valuation  was 
completed.  He  (Mr.  Courtney)  was 
afraid  tbe  question  of  money  was  an 
essential  matter,  a  more  essential  element 
than  what  should  be  done.  What  should 
be  the  range  of  the  work,  and,  of  course, 
what  contracts  should  be  accepted  to- 
wards doing  the  work,  depended  entirely 
upon  the  cost  of  the  work. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  the 
hon.  G-entleman  knew  the  range  of 
the  work,  because  the  surv^  vas  com- 
plete. 

Ma.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the  sur- 
vey had,  no  doubt,  been  completed ;  but 
if  the  work  would  involve  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  submit  a  smaller 
plan.  He  said  this,  however,  to  show 
that,  in  the  absence  of  a  valuation, 
it  was  impossible  to  take  action.  He 
regretted  tne  situation  extremely. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  that  in  this 
Vote  there  was  an  item  of  £300,  whioh 
represented  the  salary  of  "  the  superin- 
tendent of  fuel  and  light."  Was  this 
superintendent  the  man  who  looked  after 
thefiresP 

Mr,  Cmrin»$ 


Mb.  OOUBTNBT  explained  that  the 
Board  supplied  the  fuel  and  light  for  all 
the  Government  Establishments. 

Me,  DAWSON  thought  that  a  salary 
of  £300  for  a  man  to  keep  an  account  of 
the  coals  used,  and  to  attend  to  the 
lights  of  the  offices,  was  rather  exor* 
bitant. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  man  was 
in  charge  of  a  very  large  Department. 
If  the  Committee  considered  that  the 
Board  of  Works  bad  to  look  after  the 
Yiceregal  Lodge,  and  all  the  Public  De- 
partments in  Dublin,  they  must  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  superinten- 
dent had  very  considerable  fonctions. 
He  bad  to  see  that  the  contracts  for 
coals  were  fairly  carried  out,  and  gene- 
rally had  to  superintend  the  lighting 
and  firing. 

Mb.  DAWSON  pointed  out  that  under 
the  Chief  Secreta^'s  Vote  £4,455  waa 
allowed  for  fuel  and  light.  Why,  he 
asked,  should  a  man  be  paid  £300  a-year 
for  keeping  an  account  of  the  Ohief  Se- 
cretary's ooal  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the  super- 
intendent's duty  was  to  see  to  the  supply 
of  coals  and  lieht. 

Mb.  KENNY  noticed  an  item  in  the 
Vote  arising  out  of  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Works  upon  the  piers  on  the 
Shannon.  A  Bill  dealing  with  those 
piers  was  before  the  House ;  but  he  saw 
that  Notice  of  opposition  to  it  had  been 
given.  He  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  Socretary  to  the  Troasury  (Mr. 
Courtney),  who,  be  understood,  had 
been  in  oonununioation  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  Syman)  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  would  consent  to 
refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee,  ia 
the  event  of  the  Notice  of  opposition 
being  withdrawn  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  been 
in  oommuoioation  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick  as  to  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man wanted  half  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  to  be  Irish  Members,  and  he 
(Mr.  Courtney)  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  agree  to  that  arrangement. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  told  him 
that  he  had  been  in  communication  witii 
the  hen.  Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar), 
and  be  refused  to  remove  his  block  to 
the  BiU. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  whether  the  hon. 
G«itleman  (Mr.  Courtney)  would  send 
tha  Bill  to  a  Select  Ooi^ttee  if  the 
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ton.  Member  for  Oavan  were  induoed  to 
Tithdraw  the  block  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  would  do 
60  if  the  Session  were  not  too  far  ad- 
vanced. 

Ma.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
did  not  wish  to  detain  the  Committee 
unduly  ;  but  the  question  of  the  Barrow 
drainage  was  one  of  immenBO  import- 
ance to  half  of  the  people  he  repre- 
sented. Tens  of  thousands  of  acres 
wero  devastated  year  after  year  by 
reason  of  the  neglect  of  the  authorities 
to  take  this  matter  in  hand.  Months 
ago  the  Board  of  Works  oame  to  an 
agreement  with  a  number  of  r^resenta- 
tiTeKentlemenin£ildare,King'8Couoty, 
fund  Queen's  County ;  and  according  to 
that  agreement  several  hundreds  of 
pounds  were  collected  which  were  to  go 
in  part  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Borvey,  with  a  view  to  some  action  being 
taken  by  the  Board  of  Works  to  miti- 
gate the  damage  done  by  the  floods. 
The  collection  of  the  money  was  a  very 
serious  tax  upon  the  people  impoverished 
by  these  annual  losses.  At  any  rate, 
the  money  was  collected,  the  survey  was 
completed,  and  a  Report  with  regard  to 
it  had  been  sent  in.  The  valuation  which 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  makiug  was  not  at  all 
eaeential  to  the  carrying  outof  the  work. 
Ik  might  be  very  interesting,  in  a  finan- 
cial point  of  view,  to  the  oiBoials  of  the 
T^reasury ;  but  it  did  not  at  all  go  to  the 
essesLce  of  the  daim.  The  decision  of 
the  Burreyors,  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  drainage  should  be  carried  on,  was 
altogether  independent  of  the  valuation 
to  bo  made  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald.  He 
asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  ue  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  to  state,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  tenants  and  the  landowners 
of  the  three  counties — Kildare,  King's 
County,  and  Queen's  County — what  was 
the  scheme  which  the  surveyors  advised ; 
what  was  the  system  of  drainage  to  be 
adopted,  and  what  was  the  area  to  be 
affected,  by  the  scheme,  Mtart  alto- 
gether from  the  valualion  ox  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald? 

Mb.  UOIXOT  said,  he  had  several 
timeB  brought  the  matter  before  the 
Honae  by  Question  and  otherwise,  in  the 
hope  of  inducing  the  Government  to 
settle  the  matter.  He  fully  endorsed 
all  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor) 
had  Baid  regarding  it.  Tip  to  the  pre- 
sent nothing  whatever  had  bem  done ; 


but  he  (Mr.  Molloy)  and  his  hon.  Friend 
were  inundated  year  after  year  with 
complaints  from  the  tenants  of  the  dis- 
trict. It  was  only  fair  that  some  satis- 
factory answer  should  be  given  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen'a 
County. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  told 
the  Committee  with  the  utmost  frank- 
ness how  the  matter  stood.  As  far  as 
the  survey  had  been  made  it  had  coma 
before  him ;  but  until  the  matter  was 
complete  he  could  not  give  the  informa- 
tion as  to  the  scheme  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
Connor)  asked  £or.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  admit  that  the  blame  could 
not  be  put  on  the  Board  of  Works,  or 
on  the  Government.  The  Government 
wero  quite  conscious  of  the  importance 
of  the  work,  and  it  should  be  pressed 
forward.  As  he  had  already  explained, 
the  delay  rested  with  Mr.  Fitzgerald; 
but  he  still  hoped  to  be  able,  before  the 
end  of  the  Session,  to  make  a  definite 
statement.  At  present  he  could  not  say 
what  would  be  done. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
that  all  he  would  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was,  whether  he  would  lay  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  the  Report  sent  in 
by  the  surveyor  of  the  Board  of  Works 
without  waiting  for  the  valuation  by  Mr. 
Fitagerald? 

liDt.  COUBTKKY  said,  he  would 
communicate  with  the  Board  on  the 
subject. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  wished  to  ask  a 
question  with  regard  to  the  Inspectors. 
There  were  36  Inspectors  charged  for  at 
a  salary  of  £300  each.  Had  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Courtney)  any  know- 
ledge of  the  disposition  of  the  Inspec- 
tors ?  Were  they  merely  gentlemen 
who  lived  in  different  parte  of  the  coun- 
try, away  from  the  control  of  the  Office, 
or  had  they  certain  districts  assigned  to 
them,  or  did  they  go  from  one  part  ot 
the  country  to  another  according  as  they 
were  ordered? 

Mb.  gray  said,  that  within  the  last 
two  or  three  months  15  additional  In- 
BpeotorB  had  been  appointed.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  asked  some  Questions  in  the  House 
about  the  appointments  which  attracted 
some  attention  at  the  time  in  Dublin. 
He  believed  that  15  young  gentlemen 
were  appointed  at  a  salary  of  £300 
a-year  each.   Perhaps  the  Secretary  to 
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tbe  Treasury  would  say  what  the  Inspec- 
tors were  supposed  to  do. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  not 
the  tables  by  him  ;  but  the  number  of 
Inspectors  was  increased  to  meet  the 
demands  made  by  hon.  Members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  that  the  workiog  of  the 
Land  Act  of  I88I  should  not  he  in  ar- 
rear.  Thirty- six  wm  the  full  number 
of  Inspectors,  and  it  waa  sufficiently 
large  to  prevent  any  arrear  in  the  con- 
Bideration  of  the  applications  for  loans. 
The  Inspecton  were  placed  in  different 
parts  of  the  conntry  in  a  way  that  there 
idiould  be  no  OTerlapping  of  juriBdiction. 

Mk.  GBAY  Biud,  that,  as  to  tbe  new 
sppointmfflits,  he  wished  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  any  public  notifica- 
tion was  made,  so  as  to  ensure,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  the  most  competent  men 
would  apply?  Was  any  test  of  fitness  ap- 
plied to  the  candidates  ?  If  so,  what?  Had 
the  gentlemen  appointed  any  professional 
qualification  ?  Was  there  any  exami- 
nation, or  any  test  of  any  kind,  beyond 
the  religious  test? — because,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  gentlemen  appointed  were 
Protestants.  "Was  it  true  that  profes- 
sional men,  having,  by  accident,  beard 
of  the  vacancies,  applied,  but  were  re- 
jected, while  unqualified  men  were  ap- 
pointed ?  Were  the  appointments  so 
Tu^ent  that  no  publio  notification  oould 
be  given? 

Mb.  OOUBTNK;  said,  he  was  afraid 
he  could  not  uiswer  what  qualificationB 
were  required.  He  did  not  make  the 
appointments,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Gray)  well  knew.  He  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) knew,  however,  that  a  very  large 
number  of  applications  were  sent  in, 
and  he  thought  the  appointments  were 
made  by  the  Board  of  Works ;  but  he 
was  not  sure. 

■  Me.  gray  said,  he  was  rather 
anxious  to  ascertain  something  about 
the  matter,  and  he  had  not  got  at  the 
bottom  of  it  yet.  Was  there  any  public 
notification  given  of  the  vacancies  ? 
Was  there  any  test  applied,  either  tbe 
test  of  professional  qualification  or  the 
test  of  examination?  What  were  the 
special  qualifications  for  the  post  of 
^Bpeotors?  Were  the  appointments 
thrown  open  in  any  way  to  the  pubHc  ? 
Was  the  hst  of  applications  a  private 
lut  ?  How  could  one  get  at  the  list  ? 
And  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Courtney)  said  he  did  not  make  the  ap- 
pointments, were  not  the  appointments, 

Mr.  Gray 


as  a  matter  of  fact,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Treasury  ?  With  regard 
to  the  Board  of  Works,  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  go  into  the  details  which  had 
been  fully  diecussed  by  other  hon. 
Members;  but  he  thought  this  debate 
had  shown  the  anomalous  position  of 
this  most  important,  perhaps  the  most 
important  Irish  Department  which  had 
the  administration  of  a  large  number  of 
important  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  good 
administration  of  which  was  almost  vital 
to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  The 
Board  was  not  represented  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  except  by  an  official  of 
the  English  IVeasury,  who,  when  he 
was  asked  as  to  certain  appointments, 
said  he  did  not  make  them.  Who  did 
make  the  appointments  ?  Could  the 
Board  of  Works  perform  the  smallest 
administrative  act  without  sending  over 
to  the  Treasury  and  getting  the  sanction 
of  "  my  Lords  ?  "  The  Board  was  used 
as  a  mere  buffer  of  the  Treasury  to  keep 
off  important  Irish  demands.  It  was, 
and  is  at  this  moment,  an  off-shoot  of 
the  English  Treasury ;  it  had  no  real 
power,  no  Representative  in  the  House 
of  Commons  ;  i  t  had  no  kind  of  responsi- 
bility. The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  not  pretend  seriously  that  he 
could  be  conversant  with  all  the  details 
of  this  great  Irish  Department.  As  to 
the  cost  of  the  Board,  the  hon.  GenUe- 
man  had  justly  enough  said  it  was  im- 
possible to  compare  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works  with  the  English  Board  of  Works, 
because  the  Irish  Board  was  so  enor- 
mously more  important  and  had  so  much 
greater  duties  to  perform.  Yet  the 
English  Board  of  Works  was  invariably 
represented  in  the  House  by  an  official 
ready  to  answer  for  every  net  of  the 
Department ;  but  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Courtney)  very  truly  contended  was  bo 
much  more  important,  was  not  repre- 
sented in  the  House  except  by  an  official 
of  the  Treasury,  who  told  the  Committee 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  certain  ap- 
pointments. Who  had  to  do  with  them  ; 
and  why  were  the  appointments  made 
in  fiuoh  an  extraordinary  fashion  ?  The 
mode  of  the  appointments  created  the 
greatest  possible  discontent  and  the 
greatest  possible  disgust  in  Ijnland ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Committee  were  entitled 
to  some  explanation.  The  question  did 
not  come  on  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  by  surprise,  be- 
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cause  it  had  been  raised  in  the  House 
once  before  during  the  Session.  Of 
coarse,  as  usual,  thehon.  Gentleman  did 
not  know  anything  about  the  religion  of 
the  gentlemen  appointed :  but  ho  (Mr. 
Gray)  knew  that  they  were  all,  as  he  had 
described,  Protestants.  He  could  not 
understand  why,  if  the  appointments 
were  intended  to  be  properly  made,  they 
were  made  in  such  a  hurry,  with  no 
notification  given,  with  no  fair  play  given 
to  those  who  might  desire  to  compete 
upon  their  individual  merits. 

Ur.  (JOXJKTNEY  said,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  perfectly  entitled  to  ask 
these  questions ;  but  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  answer  them.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  ground  for  the  im- 
potation  made  in  the  selection  of  the 
Inspectors ;  but  he  would  make  in- 
quiries and  give  thehon.  Gentleman  the 
fullest  information  if  he  would  put  a 
Queation  down  for  Monday  next.  [Mr. 
HsALT  :  Postpone  the  Yote.]  He  knew 
that  a  large  number  of  the  Inspectors 
were  necessarily  appointed  on  short  no- 
tice in  order  to  fulhl  the  condition  of 
worldng  the  business  with  expedition, 
which  no  one  was  more  energetic  in  de- 
manding than  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy). 

Mr.  HABBINGTON  said,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Courtney)  had  just 
touched  on  the  question  which  he  (Mr. 
Harrington)  raised  a  few  moments  ago 
— namely,  the  question  of  the  position 
uf  the  Izupectors.  It  was  quite  evident 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman's  reply  that 
he  did  not  know  what  the  precise  posi- 
tion of  the  Inspectors  was.  He  would 
tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  why  it  was  he 
asked  the  question.  In  all  there  were 
36  Inspectors,  or  in  other  words,  more 
Inspectors  than  there  were  counties  in 
Ireland.  If  the  men  wore  distributed 
over  the  districts  of  Ireland  and  con- 
trolled bj  some  Central  Authority  in 
Dublin  it  would  be  very  easy  for  ttiem 
to  inspect  the  oountry.  But  what  was 
the  fact  ?  He  happened  to  know  a  few 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  ap- 
Itointed.  They  were  young  gentlemen 
jnat  fresh  from  school.  They  were  sons 
of  landowners  in  Kerry ;  and  he  had 
never  known  them  to  discharge  the  duty 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Office. 
Poesibly  when  they  went  out  to  hunt 
they  might  take  a  valuation  in  the  way ; 
but,  tor  all  the  people  knew  of  them, 
while  tiiey  wore  leceLTing  a^salary  from 


the  Board  of  Works,  they  were  living 
at  home  in  their  fathers'  houses.  Their 
absence  from  homo  was  certainly  never 
noticed  by  those  who  lived  in  the  lo- 
cality. If  it  was  a  fact  that  there  was 
no  control  over  the  movements  of  these 
men,  if  there  was  no  system  for  employ- 
ing their  indnstry  and  directing  their 
energies,  could  not  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  take  the  Department  in 
hand  and  devise  some  means  by  which 
it  could  he  shown  what  value  in  work 
was  given  for  the  amount  expended? 
From  the  manner  in  which  the  appoint- 
ments were  made,  it  was  apparent  that 
they  were  used  for  political  purposes 
merely ;  they  were  mere  jobs,  they  were 
not  open  to  public  competition,  there 
was  no  test  by  examination,  no  special 
knowledge,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  no 
education  requtrod ;  if  a  man  could 
write  a  letter,  then,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  he  was  deemed  able  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  post.  He  was 
not  aware  that  the  Department  exacted 
any  duties  at  all  from  some  of  them. 
Surely  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
might  well  be  asked  to  demand  some 
test  of  qualification  from  those  who 
sought  empbyment  in  the  Department, 
and  some  seenrlty  t^t  those  appointed 
should  realhr  perform  their  duties. 

Mh.  GOUKTNEY  said,  to  the  ques* 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow 
(Mr.  Gray),  as  to  the  method  of  ap- 
pointment, he  had  only  to  answer  that 
he  would  make  inquiries ;  but  upon  the 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Westmeath  (Mr.  Harrington)  he  could 
throw  some  light — namely,  the  amount 
of  work.  During  1883  applications 
were  received  steadily  at  the  average 
rate  of  86  per  week}  614  cases  were 
sent  up  for  inquiry,  and  in  Uie  result 
about  135  cases  on  an  average  went 
through  the  hands  of  each  Inspector  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  added  to  which 
were  106  oases  of  works  in  progress  for 
which  certificates  were  issued.  An  aver- 
age of  436  visits  to  different  holdings 
had  to  be  made;  aud  taking  this  into 
conuderation  with  the  large  amount  of 
office  work,  several  visits  to  different 
works  had  to  be  made  by  an  Inspector 
each  day,  so  the  amount  of  work  was 
considerable — ^in  fact,  there  was  rather 
the  foar  that  the  work  would  be  scamped 
through  the  amount  having  to  be  done 
than  that  the  work  was  insnffloient  to 
occupy  the  men's  time.        ^  t 
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Mb.  GBAT  said,  this  scarcely  indi- 
cated the  amount  of  Tork,  because,  in  a 
neat  many  cases,  the  inspection  had  re- 
ference only  to  the  buildingof  a  cottage  or 
the  draining  of  a  field,  and  such,  matters 
as  would  occupy  a  competent  man  only  a 
few  minutes  on  a  visit,  during  which  he 
would  see,  in  a  very  short  time,  if  the 
work  was  practical  or  not.  "Why,  a  pro- 
fessional architect,  in  large  practice, 
could  make  a  score  of  Tislta  to  buildings 
in  progress  during  a  day.  So  there  was 
not  much  information  in  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's answer.  But,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  was  quite  content  with 
the  assurance  that  the  information  he 
had  asked  fur  should  be  forthcoming. 
He  would  ask  the  Committee  to  observe, 
as  an  example  of  the  different  manner 
in  which  two  great  Departments  were 
conducted  in  England  and  in  Ireland, 
how  readily  an  English  Member  conid 
obtain  information  in  regard  to  matters 
connected  with  the  Department  over 
which  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  presided.    Upon  a 

anestion  of  a  glass  door  in  any  part  of 
le  building,  upon  the  trimming  of  a 
lamp,  upon  a  question  of  drainage  in  the 
nei^bourhood,  or  if  there  was  a  fear  the 
head  of  the  statue  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington would  be  turned  the  wrong  way, 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  could 
give  a  reasonably  full  explanation,  be- 
cause he  was  possessed  of  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  facts ;  but  matters  of  great 
importance  in  Ireland  could  only  be 
known  to  officials  by  way  of  mere  report ; 
tbey  had  no  personal  knowledge  at  all. 
There  was  no  person  in  the  House  who 
was  prepared  with  the  knowledge  to 
give  Iriui  Members  satisfactory  infor- 
mation on  matters,  perhaps,  of  quite  as 
much,  impwtance  as  the  head  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  or  an  evil  smell  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mb.  HGALY  said,  he  thought  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  made  a 
ffood  suggestion  in  proposing  to  postpone 
we  Tote  for  a  few  days.* 

Me.  COUETNEY  said,  Oh,  no;  he 
had  not  done  so. 

Ma.  HEALY  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
find  himself  mistaken,  for  the  sugges- 
tion struck  him  as  being  an  admirable 
one ;  and  he  did  not  exactly  see  how  they 
could  arrive  at  a  solution  of  the  difficulty 
without  a  postponement.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber lor  OarloT  (Mr.  Gray)  had  asked  for 


information,  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  said  should  be  supplied  on 
Monday ;  but  he  should  like  to  know  of 
what  avail  would  it  ho  when  tliey  had 
lost  all  grip  of  the  Vote  ?  With  all  re- 
spect, he  ventured  to  say  English  Mem- 
bers would  not  be  treated  in  that  way ; 
he  should  like  to  BOO  such  an  attempt 
made.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Oray)  had 
done  extremely  good  service  in  calling 
attention  to  the  Vote.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion it  had  been  pointed  out  how  the 
staff  expenses  were  £1  to  g^ve  Ids.  to  a 
farmer;  and,  for  all  that  was  known,  it 
was  costing  £1  10«.  for  each  10s.  ad- 
vanced. In  all  these  systems  there  was 
always  one  class  gained  largely,  the 
Irish  officials ;  in  fact,  it  was  a  system 
of  outdoor  relief  of  officials  from 
the  Orange  class ;  it  was  nothing  leas 
than  so  much  money  spent  to  keep  them 
from  the  poorhouse.  The  money  was 
voted.and  these  gentlemen  gotthe  bene^ 
of  the  jobs.  The  new  head  of  the  De- 
partment, General  Sankey,  was  as  com- 
pletely in  the  hands  of  the  permanent 
officials  of  Ireland  as  his  predecessor 
was,  and  played  into  the  hands  of  the 
worst  gang  of  such  there  could  be.  Why 
should  not  officialsheappointed  withsome 
regard  to  the  general  condition  of  classes 
in  Ireland?  Was  it  not  the  fact  that 
all  these  particular  appointments  fell  to 
men  of  oncparticular  class,  notwithstand- 
ing the  large  majority  of  the  population 
were  Catholics  and  Nationalists  ?  If  in 
using  the  dice  a  player  turned  up  sixes 
19  times  out  of  20  they  naturally  sus- 
pected tho  gentleman  'who  had  such  ex- 
traordinary good  luck.  Let  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  be  reasonable  and 
postpone  the  Vote.  How  could  they  vote 
money  with  calm  consciences  knowing 
how  the  money  was  wasted?  In  one 
instance  recently  brought  to  H^t,  in 
reference  to  a  contract  for  building  a 
pier,  the  work  done  was  80  feet  when 
the  contract  was  for  100  feet.  The  con- 
tractor found  the  work  more  difficult 
than  he  expected,  that  the  ground  was 
soft,  that  mere  was  a  bo^,  or  an  earth- 
quake, or Bomethingelse  in  the  way  ;  he 
told  his  tale  to  the  Department,  and  the 
reply  was — "All  right,  by  boy,  never 
mind  ;  here  is  the  money  for  Ae  whole 
100  feet !  "  This  was  the  case  with  the 
Teelin  Pier  in  Donegal.  And  having 
shoved  out  the  pier  into  the  sea  no  roads 
were  made  to  approach  it,  and  there  was 
some  £600  or  £700  patiotqLthejKft  and 
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useless,  £l>000  of  it  from  the  Canadian 
Pand,  and  £1,000  advanced  by  an  un- 
fortunate neighbouring  land  owner. 
Why,  if  Buoh  a  state  of  thint^s  existed 
in  relation  to  an  English  Vote  there 
Tonid  be  a  revolution  in  the  Committee, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  Caucus,  Eadical 
Kembers  would  rote  against  the  Go- 
Temment.  That  was  a  strong  state- 
ment, bat  the  facts  were  strong.  Here 
was  a  great  institution  like  the  Board 
of  "Woks  absolutely  irresponsible,  go- 
verned by  a  gentleman  imported  from 
Bombay,  administered  by  a  staff  of 
members  of  Orange  Lodges,  of  greater 
age  than  would  be  allowed  in  any  other 
Department,  and  with  ofBcials  who  could 
spend  their  time  attending  Emergency 
sales  when  they  ought  to  be  at  work  in 
Dublin  Castle.  One  gentleman  was  se- 
oetary  to  an  Orange  Lodge,  local  secre- 
tary for  two  Insurance  Associations,  and 
painted  over  his  door  "auctioneer  and 
vainer,"  and  as  auoh  attended  to  buy 
eattle  at  Eme^enoy  sales.  In  point  of 
£ut,  the  office  was  an  official  Orange 
Lo^e  as  much  as  that  presided  over 
by  Mr.  De  Oarlyn  at  Belfast,  members 
attended  their  Lodge  for  convivialpur- 
poees  at  nightj  and  attended  the  (Uncial 
liod^  for  which  &ey  were  paid  in  the 
day.  "Why  was  this  not  reformed  ? 
Years  ago  a  Committee  made  inquiry 
and  recommendations,  then,  after  six 
years.  Colonel  M'Kerlie  was  got  rid  of — 
he  was  Sir  Something  M'Kerlie  now, 
Aoogh  why  he  was  knighted  it  was 
difficult  to  conceive — and  now  there  was 
General  Sankey  in  his  place.  But  only 
the  jnenwere  changed,  not  the  system. 
The  Department  had  important  duties 
to  disoharge  under  the  Land  Act.  It 
could  give  enormous  assistance  to  the 
fishing  industry  in  regard  to  the  erection 
of  piers ;  but  it  continued  in  creating 
irritation  to  fsater  all  over  the  country. 
He  had  a  oonespondence  between  a 
floluitor  and  the  Board  of  Works  which 
was  auffident  to  make  a  horse  laugh. 
It  had  reference  to  some  application  for 
a  loan  by  a  tenant ;  but  the  correspond- 
ence was  too  long  to  read  it  to  the 
Committee.  In  the  first  place  there 
was  the  application  for  the  loan,  and  the 
applicant  waited  six  weeks,  and  no  re- 
py  came.  Then  he  wrote  again  saying 
he  had  sent  a  letter.  The  Board  after 
a  veek  or  two  replied,  asking  for  a  oopy 
ofthe  letter.  A  weekortwo  more  passed 
and  the  eolkitw  wrote  again,  and  after 
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another  interval  the  Board  of  Works 
asked  for  the  date  of  the  communica- 
tion, aud,  that  being  furnished,  they 
again  replied  saying  the  letter  had  been 
mislaid  and  asked  fur  another  copy. 
This  was  so  absurd,  so  altogether  ridi- 
culous, that  people  would  scarcely  be- 
lieve it ;  but  he  had  the  very  correspond- 
ence sent  ^to  him  by  the  solidtor.  This 
was  the  state  of  things,  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  asked  for  the  Vote 
for  these  most  efficient  officers.  Colonels, 
Generals,  Grand  Masters  of  Orange  and 
Masonic  Lodge8,who  did  nothing.  Every 
year  was  the  Vote  asked  for,  year  by 
year  was  the  same  '*hue  and  cry  "  raised, 
and  there  was  no  more  su^estion  of 
reform  than  there  was  years  ago. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  61  ; 
Noes  12;  Majority  49.  —  (Div.  List., 
No.  176.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Resolutions  be  reported  to 
the  House." — Cevrinaif.) 

Mb.  WABTON  asked  when  the  next 
Vote  in  the  Class  was  proposed  to  be 
taken  ?  It  seemed  to  have  relation  to  a 
similar  subject — Irish  buildings. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  hoped 
to  take  it  immediately  after  the  Vote 
just  passed,  discussion  would  range  over 
the  same  topics ;  but  he  was  afraid  ob- 
jection would  be  taken  to  proceeding  fur- 
ther now.  To-morrow  he  proposed  to  re- 
sume at  the  point  the  Committee  left  off. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
proposed  to  make  some  observations 
upon  the  next  Vote,  which  he  would 
not  hare  been  in  Order  in  making  on 
the  Board  of  "Works  Vote. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
Oommittee  to  sit  agun  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY.— BEPOBT. 
Resolutions  [July  21]  rtporied. 
Resolutions  1  to  5,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 
Sesolution  6 — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £23,Sl8,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the'  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  March  lS8fi,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Board  of  Snpervision  for 
Relief  (n  the  Poor  and  for  Expenses  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Yoooiaatioii  Ao^  iaolactinff 
oertain  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Tustion  in 
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Me.  rHASER-MAOKINTOSH  said, 
he  had  intended  to  call  attention  under 
this  Vote  to  the  case  of  an  Inspec- 
tor in  the  Highlands,  who  had  been  dis- 
missed under  circumstances  which  had 
given  rise  to  great  dissatisfaction.  This 
man  was  dismissed  not  for  incompetency 
or  irregularity  ;  but  at  that  late  hour  he 
would  not  enter  on  the  subject.  He 
wished,  however,  to  ask  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate whether  he  would  agree  to  give 
as  an  unopposed  Betum,  a  list  of  all  who 
bad  been  dismisaed  by  the  Board  of 
SuperviBloo  from  the  office  of  Inspector 
of  the  Poor,  together  with  the  reasons 
for  Buoh  dismismls,  from  the  formation 
of  the  Board  to  the  present  date  ? 

Thb  lord  advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoue)  replied,  that  at  that  moment 
be  did  not  see  any  reason  for  objecting 
to  give  the  Return ;  but  he  had  not 
known  until  that  evening  that  it  was  to 
be  moved  for,  and  perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  hold  him  absolutely 
bound  to  what  he  had  stud. 

Resolution  agr«$d  to. 

Remaining  Resolutions  agr»ed  to. 

MAGISTRATES  (IKELAND)  SALARIES 
BILL.— [Bill  292.] 
{Mr.  Courtmif,  Mr.  Trarefyan.) 
BSCOnD  BEADIHO. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Me.  HEALY  said,  he  observed  that 
this  Bill  was  on  the  Paper  to-night,  and 
he  wished  to  ask  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  proceed  with  it;  and 
whether  the  Government  would  give 
some  information  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd,  without  which  they  could 
not  proceed  with  the  Bill  ? 

Mu.  COUETNEY  said,  he  could  not 
g^ve  any  date  as  to  proceeding  with  the 
Bill,  nor  the  hour,  until  he  had  con- 
sulted with  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land ;  but  it  would  not  be  taken  at  an 
unreasonable  hour.  - 

Second  Beading  definrediaU.  TMrtiay. 

INEAKTS  BILL.-{BiLL  U.] 
(jtfr.  Bryee,  Mr.  Horatt  ItMejf,  Mr.  Andtrton, 
.  Mr.  StttviUy  Bia.) 

OOMMrrTEB, 

Bill  eontidared  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Mb.  TOMUNSON  moved  that  Pro- 
grew  be  reported  on  the  ground  of  the 
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importance  of  tlie  Amendments  to  be 

introduced  into  this  Bill,  and  the  fact 
that  several  Members  who  proposed 
Amendments  were  not  present. 

Me.  WARTON  seconded  the  Motion 
on  the  grounds  given  by  tho  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  ako  becauRe  it  was  now  after 
2  o'clock,  and  the  House  had  to  meet 
again  at  12  o'clock. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  ait  again." — 
(Mr.  Tomiinson.) 

Mb.  BRYCE  said,  be  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  go  on  with  the  Bill,  for  a 
large  number  of  Members  had  come 
down  and  stayed  tmtil  that  late  hour  to 
assist  in  bringing  the  Bill  to  a  close, 
and  he  shoTild  be  sorry  that  they  should 
be  put  to  the  same  trouble  again.  If  it 
was  found  tbat  the  Bill  was  likely  to 
take  much  time,  Progress  could  then  be 
reported. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Heitrt  James)  said,  ho  was  qnite  sensi- 
ble of  the  difficulty  of  proceeding  with 
the  Bill  at  that  hour ;  but  he  could  not 
help  feeling  that  there  were  many  Mem- 
bers who  bad  come  down  for  that  ex- 
press purpose,  and  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  go  on  with  the  Bill  to 
some  extent. 

Me.  R.  N.  FOWLER  (Lobd  Mayor) 
said,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
knew  that  this  Bill  had  been  put  down 
night  after  night,  and  had  brought  him 
down  every  night,  together  with  other 
Members.  He  did  not  complain  of  that, 
but  he  thought  they  were  entitled  to 
some  consideration. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dividtd :  —  Ayes  6 ; 
Noes  60 :  Majority  55.-~(DiT.  List, 
No.  176.) 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Gause  2  (Father  and  mother  fo  be 
joint  guardians). 

Mk.  IN0£  moved  the  omisraon  of  the 
clause,  believing  it  to  be  inexpedient  to 
have  a  system  of  double  control  during 
the  lifetime  of  both  parents.  At  that 
hour  he  refrained  from  repeating  the 
argument  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward on  the  second  reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 
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Mb.  BRYOE  objected  to  the  proposed 
omission,  on  the  ground  that  the  pro- 
Timon  would  be  of  use  in  promoting 
domestio  happiness  by  giving  vke  mother 
a  better  status  in  the  &mily,  that  of  full 
uality,  and  also  because  the  principle 
the  clause  had  received  a  considerable 
amount  of  support  from  the  public.  Aa 
many  as  150  Petitione,  with  15,000  sig- 
natures, had  been  presented  to  FarUa- 
ment  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  equal 
rights  between  husband  and  wife  in  the 
custody  of  their  children.  Having  re- 
gard to  that,  he  should  be  bound,  in 

Stite  of  the  hostility  manifested  to  the 
ause  in  the  House,  to  take  a  Division 
upon  the  Motion ;  and  he  hoped  that 
many  hon.  Members  would  give  him 
their  support. 

Thb  ATTOENEY  general  (Sir 
HEmT  James)  said,  he  would  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  whether  that 
was  a  wise  course  to  pursue  ?  If  he  took 
a  Division  he  would  place  the  Bill  as  a 
whole  in  great  peril.  They  should  not 
discuss  the  principle  of  the  Bill  now,  the 
Bill  having  been  read  a  second  time. 

Question  pat. 

The  Oommittee  divided: — Ayes  19; 
Noes  43:  Majority  24,— (Div.  List, 
No.  177.) 

daoee  3  (Sarriving  parent  to  be 
guardian). 

Mb.  INCE  said,  he  proposed  to  amend 
this  clause  in  order  to  carry  out  what 
had  been  the  prevalent  feeling  of  the 
House  on  the  second  reading.  The 
effect  of  the  clause  would  be  that  after 
the  death  of  the  father  or  the  mother 
the  survivor  would  be  the  guardian 
both  of  the  estate  and  of  the  person  of 
flie  iitfant.  He  proposed  to  add  a  Fro- 
viso  the  object  of  which  wasthatifthere 
was  any  property  belonging  to  the  in- 
&nt  the  uther  should  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  guardian  of  the  estate  who  would 
not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
mother's  appointment  of  a  guardian  of 
the  person,  or  with  the  mother  being  sunh 
guardian  herself.  The  appointment  of  a 
goardian  by  the  father  he  proposed,  how- 
ever, should  only  come  into  etfect  in  case 
the  mother  married  again.  He  tliought 
that  even  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  would  admit 
tiiat  he  was  not  unduly  interfering  with 
flu  rights  of  the  mother.  In  a  case 
vhere  there  was  property  and  the  mother 

VOL.  00X01.   [third  sbbiss.] 


married  again  he  thought  it  was  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  some  indepen- 
dent person  acting  in  the  £ather*s  interest 
in  regard  to  the  estate. 

Amendmmt  proposed, 

la  page  1,  line  12,  after  "Qaardian,"  add 
"  Provided,  That  it  ihaU  be  lawful  for  the 
father  of  an  infant,  by  deed  or  will,  to  appoint 
a  ffuardian  or  guardiana  of  the  estate  oi  Buch 
infant,  but  such  appointment  shall  ooly  take 
effect  after  the  father's  death,  and  as  against 
the  mother  or  any  guardian  appointed  by  her 
ander  the  powers  of  this  Aot  (u  die  shall  be  ths 
surviving  parent)  in  the  event  of  her  marrying 
again." — (Mr.  Ince.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  FINDLATEE  said,  that  although 
he  did  not  go  as  far  as  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  yet  he  supported  the 
principle  of  the  Bill ;  but  what  he  desired 
was  that  the  wife  should  not  be  the  guar- 
dian of  the  property.  NeiUier  the  train- 
ing nor  the  education  of  the  wife  qualified 
her  for  a  position  of  that  kind,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  very  uudesiri^le 
that  she  should  have  its  management. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  the  hus- 
band, if  he  appointed  a  guardian,  would 
not  be  able  to  get  anyone  who  would 
act  with  the  wife ;  because  those  who 
had  had  experience  in  such  matters 
knew  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  work 
with  a  woman  in  business  affairs  of 
this  nature.  As  the  Bill  stood  it  went 
very  far  indeed.  In  every  case  the  wife 
was  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  infant's 
fortune,  and  it  seemed  very  hard  indeed 
that  the  only  privilege  left  to  the  hus- 
band should  be  to  appoint  a  guardian 
associated  with  his  wife.  The  husband 
in  most  cases  provided  the  property,  and 
certainly  one  woxild  think  that  he 
should  have  the  power  of  disposing 
of  that  property  as  he  wished,  and  of  ap- 
pointing any  person  he  chose  to  manage 
it.  At  all  events,  it^should  not  be  left  as 
the  Amendment  proposed,  and  he  thought 
in  no  case  should  the  wife  be  nuide  the 
guardian  of  the  fortune. 

Amendment  proposed  to  proposed 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  all  aAer  "in- 
fant," in  line  3.— (Jfr.  FindlaUr.) 

Mk.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  aj 
amended,  or  without  the  Amendment 
last  moved,  would  introduce  a  change  in 
the  law  of  some  importanoe,/lrajL  wMdL 
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appeared  to  have  escaped  notice.  By 
the  Wills  Act  testameDtary  power  was 
taken  from  all  infants,  although  he  be- 
lieved that  under  the  Statute  of  Charles  II. 
infantshad  the  power  of  appointing  guar- 
dians OTer  their  children.  The  Bill,  ifit 
became  law,  would  make  an  alteration  in 
respect  of  the  Wills  Act.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  proposed  the  Amend- 
ment had  noticed  the  point ;  but  it  was 
one  which  he  thought  might  have  an 
important  bearing  beyond  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Me.  WARTON  presumed  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Queen's  County  re- 
ferred to  the  position  of  an  infant  father. 

Thb  SOLIOITOB  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hxbschxll)  said,  that  under 
the  Amendment  whatover  appointment 
a  man  might  wish  to  make  by  his  will 
might  apply,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  even 
if  the  husband  jind  wife  were  living 
separate.  Personally,  he  should  prefer 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Aberdeenshire  (Dr.  Farquharson). 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  should  like  to 
know  in  what  way,  under  the  clause  or 
under  the  Amendment,  the  religious 
difficulty  was  to  be  dealt  with  ?  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  in  the  case  of  mixed 
marriages  under  the  cla\ise>  in  the  case 
of  the  death  of  a  Protestant  father,  the 
Catholic  mother  would  become  gumxtian 
of  the  children,  and  viet  versd.  He  would 
like  some  little  information  as  to  how 
this  matter  would  be  afifeoted  by  the 
olanse.  He  was  afraid  that  as  the  Bill 
was  drawn  it  would  lead  to  some  diffi- 
culty in  the  case  of  mixed  marriages. 

MR.TOMLINSONsaid,hethoughtthat 
the  case  the  Committee  ought  primarily 
to  consider  was  that  of  parents  living  in 
harmony,  and  bringing  up  their  children 
as  they  ought  to  l)e  brought  up.  He 
believed  that  the  mother  in  that  case 
would  wish  that  in  the  guardianship  of 
her  infant  children  someone  should  be 
associated  with  her.  That  opinion,  he 
thought,  would  be  shared  by  most  hon. 
Members  who  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  what  the  ordinary  feelings 
of  a  mother  were.  There  could  be  little 
doubt  that  she  would  desire  someone  to 
be  associated  with  her  where  there  was 
personal  property  concerned.  He  cer- 
tainly preferred  the  clause  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Aberdeenshire  (Dr. 
Farquharson),  with  which  Amendment 
he  was  willing  to  support  the  clause. 

Jfr.  Arthur  &  Connor 


m  i9d 

Mb.  BBTOE  said,  that  pwsonally  he 

rather  preferred  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Hastings 
(Mr.  Inoe)  to  that  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Aberdeenshire;  but  he 
felt  there  was  great  force  in  what  had  fal- 
len from  the  Solicitor  General  with  ref^rd 
to  the  Ameadmentof  the  latter  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  he  believed  he  should  meet  the 
views  of  the  Committee  by  saving  that  he 
was  prepared  to  accept  that  Amendment. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  ^  Mr.  Healy ), 
he  believed  the  question  raised  by  him 
would,  at  any  rato,  be  sim^ified  by  the 
adoption  of  this  clause.  His  own  opi- 
nion was  that  a  number  of  the  difficulties 
at  present  raised  in  law  in  connectiou 
with  this  subject  of  the  religion  of 
minors  would  be  got  rid  of  by  enlarging 
the  discretion  of  the  Court ;  if  not  alto- 
gether got  rid  of,  they  would  be  oou- 
siderably  diminished  under  a  later  clause 
of  the  Bill.  Some  of  these  difficulties 
were  such  as  must  arise  under  any 
system  ;  neither  this  Bill  nor  any  other 
could  dispose  of  them :  it  was  enough  if 
it  mitigated  them. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Ohahman  do  r^rt  Ftogress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  i^ain.'' — {Mr.  Find- 
later.) 

Mn.  WABTON  said,  the  question  he 
had  to  consider  was  not  the  danger 
agreeing  to  either  Amendment ;  the  dan- 
ger was  in  the  elause  itself,  and  that  the 
Bill  had  been  brought  on  at  a  time  in. 
the  morning  when  it  could  not  be  consi- 
dered at  all.  The  wording  of  this  clause 
was  the  vice  of  the  Bill,  and  he  was 
afraid  it  would  not  make  much  fur- 
ther progress  in  that  House  unless  it 
was  altered.  He  begged  to  second 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo-< 
site. 

Mb.  HEALT  suggested  that  the  dause 
should  be  postpone^  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee, should  proceed  with  the  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill.  That  would  give 
the  Committee  time  for  further  conside- 
ration. 

Mr.  ILLINGWOETH  said,  he  hoped 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryce) 
would  consent  to  the  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress.  No  one  could  doubt  for  one 
moment  the  high  motives  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  He  thought  that  some 
gratuitous  errors  had  be^n  made  in  the 
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preparation  of  the  original  BiU;  and  the 
present  position  was  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Priend  had  whipped  up  a  few 
Members,  and  was  prepared  to  the 
Bill  carried,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  dia- 
onssion.  How  was  it  possible  that  thia 
fu^readung  question  could  be  reported, 
and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  their 
eonstitaents  at  that  hour  ?  It  was  true 
that  some  persons  had  written  to  their 
Members  about  the  Bill ;  but  the  gene- 
lal  public  knew  nothing  of  what  was 
gvnngoB.  When  he  considered  that  this 
propoaed  change  in  the  law  would  set 
up  a  new  oondition  of  things  in  every 
household  in  the  country,  he,  for  one. 
protested  against  going  any  further  with 
the  Bill  on  that  occasion.  Seeing  that 
they  bad  reached  a  point  of  fundamental 
difference,  he  hop^  his  hon.  Friend 
would  agree  to  the  Chairman  reporting 
Progress. 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  hoped 
tilie  Committee  woald,  at  least,  consent 
to  go  on  until  they  had  passed  the  clause. 
[Mr.  "Waetos:  No,  no  !]  Although,  no 
doubt,  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Hastings  (Mr.  Ince)  was 
quite  right  in  saying  that  considerable 
objections  were  expressed  in  different 
pafts  of  the  House  to  Clause  2  on  the 
■eoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  yet,  so  far 
as  bis  reoolleotion  went,  Clause  3  was 
then  regarded  with,  he  might  say,  almost 
muTorsal  faronr.  Although  he  did  not 
d^y  that  the  clause  was  capable  of  im- 
provement— and  capable  of  improvement 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Aber- 
deenshire (Dr.  Farquhareon) — still,  be 
thought  the  clause  did  command  the 
general  approval  of  the  House. 

Mb.  sexton  supported  the  Motion 
for  reporting  Progress,  because  be  felt 
that  if  the  Committee  went  on,  most  of 
tiie  clauses  would  be  carried.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  hon.  Members  were 
Gonsideriuff  the  Bill  with  a  very  imper- 
foet  knowledge  of  the  changes  in  the 
law  which  it  proposed  to  effect.  But 
those  ^norant  of  ue  law  might  see  that 
the  Bin  introduced  a  very  doubtful  and 
dangeroiu  state  of  things.  He  did  not 
know  that  for  Ireland  it  would  be  bene* 
ficial. 

Mb.  BBYCE  said,  he  should  not  op- 

Kse  the  Motion  of  the  boo.  Member  for 
onaghan  (Mr.  Findlater)  to  report 
Progress,  in  the  hope  that  when  the  Bill 
tgain  came  forward  it  would  be  agreed 


to  by  those  hon.  Gentiemen  who  now 
objected  to  it. 

Mb.  HAEBINQTON  :  Exclude  Ire- 
land. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thartd^. 

MOTIONS. 


MILITART  PENSIONS  AND  YEOMANRY 
PAY  BILL. 

LBAVE.     riBST  BEADING. 

SiH  AETHUE  HAYTEE,  in  moving 
for  leave  to  brin^  in  a  Bill  to  make  fur* 
ther  provision  with  regard  to  the  Pen- 
sions of  Soldiers,  and  to  the  Pay  and 
Pensions  of  the  Yeomanry,  said,  he 
might  be  ^rmitted  to  say  that  the 
changes  which  had  been  made  in  the 
proposed  measure  since  last  year  had 
completely  satisfied  the  Chelsea  Commis- 
sioners, who  had  withdrawn  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  scheme.  He  might  further 
observe  that  a  Memorandum  would  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  before  the 
second  reading  was  taken,  in  which  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  be  fully 
explained. 

Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  asked  if 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  War  Office  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  constitution 
of  Chelsea  Hospital,  and  whether  they 
proposed  to  do  away  with  the  Hospital, 
and  to  transfer  the  Staff ;  or  whether  they 
had  other  proposals  in  view  ? 

Sm  AETHUE  HAYTEE:  No,  Sir; 
we  have  no  intention  of  the  kind. 

Mb.  AETHTJE  O'CONNOE :  Has  the 
War  Office  abandoned  that  idea  ? 

Sib  AETHUE  HAYTEE:  That  is 
not  tho  intention  of  the  Bill  at  all. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  make  further  provision  with 
regard  to  the  Pensions  of  Soldiers,  and 
to  the  Fey  and  Pensions  of  the  Yeo- 
manry, and  for  other  purposes,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  The  Mu^uess  of 
HABTmoTON  and  Sir  Abthub  Hatteb. 

Bill  pre$ented,  and  read  the  first  time. 

[Bill  302.] 

OHOLEBA,  &C.  PEOTEOTION  BILL. 

On  KotioQ  of  Mr.  Qbat,  BiU  to  make  better 
provision  against  Cbolera  and  oUiw  dfuig«rant 
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epidemio  diseasM,  ordtred  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  OrtLXt  and  Mr.  Davson. 
BillirmmfMf.  aadroad the  flrrt  time.  [Bill 303.] 

OHAKTEEED  00UPANIE8  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorney  Oenbkal,  Bill 
to  declare  the  Law  relating  to  the  Incorporation 
of  Chartered  Companies,  ordtrtd  to  brought  in 
by  Mr.  A.TT0BKBT  Obkbral,  Mr.  Ckancbllor 
of  the  ExoHBaoBn,  and  Mr.  Solicitob  Ge- 
nBAi.. 

Bill  jir0Mft<«{,  and  readthe  first  time.  [Bill  304.] 

HouM  a^oomed  at  a  quarter 
after  Three  o'clock. 
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UIKUTE8.]— Sdfplt— 00n«i'(<»r«f  I'n  CommittM 
— CiTiL  OBRTicB  EsTiKATEfl— Clam  II. — 
Balakibs  ahd  Expkkbbs  of  Civil  Defart- 
KBKTS,  Votes  40  to  42;  Class  III.— Law 
AND  JvBTicB,  Votes  1  and  3. 

Public  Bills — Second  JRtading — Soperannua- 
tiott*  [1461;  Ulster  Canal  andT  Tyrone 
Navigation  [244]. 


OBDERSIOF  TMS  DAT, 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — eotuiderad  in.  Oomnuttee. 
(In  the  Oomxaittee.) 
Olabs  n. — Salabies  Aim  Expenses  of 
Grm  Depabthehts. 
Sir  Lton  Flatfaib  in  the  Chair. 

(1.)  £4,416,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  fieoord  Office,  Ireland. 

Ub.  sexton  asked  the  Secretaiy  to 
the  Treasury  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
Tote  for  an  explanation  of  an  item  of 
£180  with  reference  to  the  editing  of 
faosimile  manustnipts  ?  He  had  recently 
addresBed  a  Question  to  the  hon.  Goitle- 
xnan  in  regard  to  the  recording  and  in- 
dexing of  Irish  papers ;  and  he  wished 
to  know  how  long  the  Department  would 
be  engaged  upon  this  work,  and  what 
results  had  been  attained  7  There  was 
also  a  charge  for  the  Keeper  of  the  State 
Papers  of  £500.  He  assumed  that  the 
£eeper  of  the  State  Papers  performed 
useful  functions  and  that  he  was  not  over- 
paid ;  but  he  observed  that  the  same  gen- 
tleman also  received  a  mtm  of  £750  for 


theOfficeof  UIsterEing-at-Arms.  Heap- 
peared,  therefore,  to  be  a  gentleman  who 
received  one  salary  for  doing  something, 
and  another  salary  for  doing  nothing 
at  all.  He  would  like  to  know  how  long 
this  pluralism  of  Office  was  to  be  allowed 
to  continue ;  and  whether,  in  the  case  of 
Ulster  King-at-Arms,  there  was  any 
possibilitv  this  Office,  in  the  ful- 
ness of  tune,  wonld  be  abolished  ?  He 
believed  the  time  had  come  when  those 
who  wished  to  flourish  befbre  society 
with  coats  of  arms,  alleged  to  have  be- 
longed to  their  ancestors,  should  pay  for 
the  social  honour  which  thereby  accrued 
to  them ;  and  if  this  gentleman  was  to 
be  retained  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a  pseudo-aristocracy,  those  persons  who 
wished  to  assume  heraldic  arms  and 
mottoes  should  pay  for  the  honour.  He 
also  thought  there  must  now  be  crowds 
of  officials  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
State  ceremonials  at  Dublin  Oastle,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  guests  to 
be  led  by  the  hand  by  the  Ulster  King- 
at-Arms  as  children  were  led  by  their 
nurses.  If  it  was  necessary  to  keep  up 
this  State  official,  he  ought  to  be  paid 
by  those  who  derived  jdeasure  or  ^ofit 
£rom  his  performanoes. 

Mb.  OOUBTNEY  said,  the  case  was 
not  so  bad  as  had  been  represented  by 
the  hon.  Member.  If  the  hon.  Member 
would  look  at  another  Vote  for  the 
Household  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  he 
would  see  that  the  sum  of  £650  had 
been  received  in  fees,  so  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  those  who  desired  new  coats  of 
arms  did  pay  for  them.  The  Office  of 
Keeper  of  the  State  Papers  was,  he 
assured  the  hon.  Member,  no  sinecnre. 
It  had  been  an  Office  established  in  the 
year  1716. 

Mb.  T.  F.  O'CONNOE  asked  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  good  enongh. 
to  state  the  duties  of  the  Keeper  of  toe 
State  Papers? 

Mb.  OOUBTNETsaid,  the  datiee  were 
regulated  by  31  Viet.  e.  70.  It  was  his 
duty  to  collect  and  classify  the  State 
Papers,  and  remove  them  to  the  Kecord 
Tower  in  Dublin  Castle.  After  they 
had  been  examined,  they  were  allowed 
to  remain  under  the  care  of  Sir  Bernard 
Burke,  or  whoever  might  happen  to  be 
Keeper,  for  a  period  of  50  years,  after 
which  they  wore  transferred  to  the  Ke- 
cord Office,  where  they  were  under  the 
care  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls.  The 
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the  dooumenta,  and  saw  that  they  were 
were  kept  in  safe  custody,  and  that  they 
were  forthcoming  whenever  they  might 
be  required,  or  whenever  it  was  neces- 
sary to  examine  them.  When  they  were 
plaiced  under  the  oare  of  the  Master  of 
the  BoUe  th^  were  catalogued. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'OONNOB  :  From  day  to 
day? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  they  were 
catalogaed  as  they  were  sent  in.  The 
faodmile  work  in  connection  with  the 
Izish  national  manuscripts  had  now  been 
in  progress  for  10  or  12  years,  and  cer- 
tain volumes  had  been  published.  It 
would  be  completed  by  the  publication 
of  one  additional  volume,  which  was  now 
passing  through  the  Press,  and  was  ex- 
pected to  be  issued  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks.  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Record  Office,  was  the  person  who 
was  paid  for  editing  these  manuscripts, 
and  he  had  been  engaged  on  the  work 
eince  1872. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  whether 
they  were  to  understand  that  the  publi- 
cation of  these  facsimiles,  in  regard  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  givra 
them  Buoh  interesting  information,  was 
to  be  oontinaed ;  and  whether  there  were 
not  other  lEish  andent  manosoripts 
which  were  worth  being  reproduced  ? 
There  had  bem  no  compuint  from  that 
quarter  of  the  House  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  present  volumes  had  been 
prepared ;  and  he  thought  the  feeling  of 
the  Irish  people  woiUd  be  grossly  mis- 
repreeented  if  a  word  was  said  to  imply 
that  they  had  not  a  right  to  the  repro- 
daction  of  these  records  in  the  best  pos- 
sible form.  He  should  be  glad  to  learn 
what  manuscripts  were  represmted  by 
the  volumes  already  published. 

Mb.  KBNNY  quite  agreed  with  his 
hon.  Friend  that  the  sum  required  for 
editing  these  manuscripts  was  not  ex- 
orbitant On  the  contrary,  he  believed 
it  to  be  very  smalL  As  tibe  translation 
of  these  manuscripte  was  said  to  be 
approaching  a  oondusion,  it  would  be 
of  some  interest  to  the  Irish  people  to 
learn  &om  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  there  was  any  intention  of 
translating  into  English  any  of  these 
Irish  volumes,  which  were  of  great  in- 
terest. In  particular,  he  should  be  glad 
to  learn  whether  it  was  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  translation  of  the  Brehou  Laws. 
The  late  Dr.  O'Donovan  had  translated 
fpTUt  volomea,  and  there  still  remained 


something  like  six  volumes  to  be  trans- 
lated into  English.  He  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  person  in  Ireland 
who  was  competent  to  continue  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Brehon  Laws  and  other  old 
works;  but  it  was  quite  possible  that 
there  might  be.  It  was  a  matter  of  great 
interest.  Very  few  people  in  Irdand 
had  BO  complete  a  knowledge  of  the  Oeltio 
language  as  to  be  able  to  read  these  cdd 
MS3.,  even  if  they  succeeded  in  decipher- 
ing them.  The  old  manuscnpt  form  of 
the  Brehon  Laws  was  in  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy;  but  the  existence  of  these 
works  was  of  no  practical  value,  except 
to  those  competent  to  decipher  them. 
He  believed  that  it  would  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  interest  for  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  learn  what  were  the  laws 
of  their  country  many  centuries  ago. 
He  believed  there  was  only  one  edition 
in  existence,  so  that  Uie  study  of  them 
was  clearly  restricted.  It  would  be  a 
matter  of  general  satisfaction  if  these 
volumes  were  translated  into  fhiglish, 
so  as  to  afford  a  better  insight  into  the 
ancient  laws. 

Mb.  SEXTON  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr. 
Eenny)  that  the  snm  for  editing  these 
manuscripts  was  a  small  and  beggarly 
item.  He  saw  by  the  I^glish  Estunates 
that  £3,000  was  spent  in  translating  the 
records  of  foreign  countries ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  thought  the  sum  of  £160  veiy 
inadequate  for  this  purpose  in  Ireland. 
If  it  was  necessary  to  expend  £3,000  for 
editing  and  translating  the  political  re- 
mains of  England  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, surely  £160  for  editing  the  Irish 
MSB.  was  a  very  inadequate  sum.  He 
hoped  the  work  would  not  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion  until  the  Oovemment 
had  thoroughly  ascertained  and  satisfied 
the  Irish  Members  whether  any  further 
work  of  the  kind  remained  to  be  done. 
He  felt  great  satisfaction  in  knowing 
that  this  wmrk  was  under  the  direction 
of  so  oompetent  and  enthusiastio  an  Irish 
scholar  as  Mr.  Gilbert,  who  had  written 
one  or  two  of  the  ablest  historical  works 
of  the  time.  Any  work  of  this  kind 
would  be  read  with  interest;  and  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ennis  ^at  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
the  Brehon  Laws  translated,  in  order  to 
show  that  Irishmen  many  centuries  ago 
were  able  to  make  very  much  better  laws 
for  themselTeB  than  EngUshsien  oott|4 
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Mb.  OOtlETNET  said,  he  did  not 
imdentand  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bnnia  (Mr.  Kenny)  complained  of  the 
amount  included  in  the  Yote. 

Mb.  KENNY  :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  COTJETNEY  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin  Qii.  Qibson)  had 
complained,  not  that  the  work  had  been 
undertaken  of  publishinf;  these  fac- 
Bimiles  of  ancient  Irish  MSS.,  but  of  the 
expensive  way  in  which  they  had  been 
brought  out,  which  rendered  them  inac- 
cessible to  the  people  generally.  The 
item  for  editing  and  translating  of  the 
English  records,  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  related  to  chronicles  and 
State  Papers  of  a  totally  different  kind 
from  those  now  in  question.  The  Vote 
related  to  certain  MSS.  written  in 
Irish,  the  reproduction  of  which  was 
now  coming  to  an  end.  The  cost  of 
translating  the  Brehon  Laws  would  be 
included  m  the  Royal  Irish  Academy 
Vote.  He  believed  that  a  gentleman 
named  Mahoney,  now  dead,  had  been 
engaged  in  the  translation  of  these 
Brehon  Laws.  Some  four  volumes  had 
been  completed. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  that  the  work  was 
not  now  in  progress,  but  had  been  ar- 
rested.   

Mr.  COITKTNEY  :  Tes ;  by  the  death 
of  Mr.  Mahoney. 

Mil.  KENNY:  Are  there  not  other 
people  capable  of  continuing  the  work  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  I  will  ascertain 
how  the  matter  stands;  and,  if  possible, 
the  work  will  he  continued. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  was  glad 
that  the  Vote  afforded  an  opportunity, 
in  reference  to  this  question  of  the 
translation  and  preservation  of  ancient 
Irish  MSS.,  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  a  very  lamentable 
case  in  connection  with  this  matter  in 
Dublin.  The  brother  of  the  hite  Pro- 
fessor Eugene  O'Curry,  an  eminent 
scholar  who  had  spent  his  life  in  the 
practical  work  of  truialating  these  docu- 
ments, died  some  time  ago.  Anthony 
O'GuTxy,  whose  knowledge  of  Iridi  was 
even  more  extensive  than  that  of  his 
great  brother,  assisted  his  brother  Eu- 

fene  O'Curry,  and  had  been  untiring  in 
is  labours  during  his  lifetime.  He 
died  at  an  advanced  ago,  and  had  left  a 
widow,  and  a  large  family  f)f  daughters, 
almost  entirely  unprovided  for,  and 
the^  were  frequently  in  ciroumstancea 


of  the  direst  poverty.  He  had  himself, 
in  Dublin,  several  times  started  a  pri- 
vate subscription  to  h^p  these  poor 
people;  but  periodically  they  fell  into 
the  deepest  poverty,  and  were  contina* 
ally  waiting  upon  him  and  others  to 
assist  them  with  a  few  shillinea  towards 
the  payment  of  their  rent.  He  would 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Tieasory  to 
oonnder  the  case  of  this  poor  old  lady, 
the  wife  of  a  distingoishM  scholar,  who 
really  might  have  been  better  provided 
for  but  for  her  husband  having  given 
up  the  whole  of  his  time  for  the  benefit 
of  the  puhlic.  Mr.  O'Curry,  by  his  dis- 
tinguished labours  in  the  field  of  Irish 
literature,  had  left  a  name  which  would 
not  soon  be  forgotten ;  and  while  ho 
was  living  he  had  been  of  much  asaiBt- 
ance  to  his  brother  and  other  Irish 
scholars.   

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  a£raid 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  in  error  in 
addressing  htm.  He  had  no  power 
whatever  to  interfere  in  any  case  of  this 
kind.  It  would  have  to  be  done  by 
communication  directly  with  the  Prime 
Minister,  \tho  had  charge  of  the  Royal 
Pension  List. 

Hb.  DAWSON  said,  he  would  take 
the  course  suggested.  He  was  quite 
sure,  from,  the  well-known  kindness  of 
heart  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
an  appeal  would  not  be  made  to  him  to. 
vain. 

Vote  agrtti  to. 

(2.)  £1 1,126,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  R^tstrar  General's  Office,  Ireland. 

Mr.  DAWSON  wished  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  how  it  was  that  the  Se- 
cretary, or  Chief  Clerk  of  this  Office, 
assumed  the  title  of  "Assistant  Regi8> 
trar  Oeneral,"  for  which  he  had  not  the 
slightest  legal  authority  f  He  had  heard 
as^  a  fact  that  this  official  made  use  of 
this  pompous  title  in  order,  in  the  most 
insolent  and  supercilious  manner,  to 
lord  it  over  the  other  subordinate 
officials.  When  a  Question  was  put  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  other  day, 
he  said  this  gentleman  was  entitled  to 
use  the  name  by  Jaw,  because  the  section 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  allowed  the 
Registrar  General  to  appoint  an  assist- 
ant during  his  absence  or  illness.  That 
was  part  of  the  truth,  but  not  the  whole 
of  it.  The  section  of  the  Act  no  doubt 
permitted  the  Chief  Clerk  to  use  the 
title  of  Assistant  Registrar  wben  tlio 
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Hegistrar  General  was  ill  or  absent; 
bat  at  no  other  period  had  he  authority 
to  assume  the  title  and  that  insolence  in 
office  which  was  the  predominating  cha- 
racter of  GoTemment  officials  in  Ire- 
land. He  did  not  know  whether  the 
Be^Btrar  General,  who  had  £1,000 
a-year,  was  supposed  to  be  ill  or  absent 
for  the  entire  year ;  but,  aa  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Chief  Olerk  used  the  title  of 
"  AiBsistant  Begistrar  "  regularly,  and 
he  had  no  right  to  it  except  in  the  ab- 
sence of  his  Chief.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  get  an  assurance  that  he  would 
be  obliged  to  discontinue  a  title  to  which 
he  had  no  claim  except  in  the  illness  or 
absence  of  the  Registrar  General.  If 
he  (Mr.  Dawson)  failed  to  get  such  an 
assurance,  ho  would  certainly  more  the 
redaction  of  the  Vote. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  there  was 
another  small  matter  connected  with  this 
Vote  which  he  would  call  attention  to. 
la  iiaa  OfELce,  in  addition  to  a  permanent 
staff,  a  number  of  gendemen  had  for 
^^ars  been  employed  as  task  writers. 
They  were  only  engaged  in  daily  ser- 
vice ;  but  from  their  long  serrice  they 
were  as  much  identified  with  the  Office 
as  any  of  the  permanent  officials. 
Lately,  however,  a  system  had  grown  up 
of  giving  the  task  work  to  the  permanent 
clerks ;  and  so  men  who  had  been  prac- 
tically for  periods  of  20  or  30  years  in  the 
Public  Service,  and  had  given  up  every 
oUier  pursuit,  because  they  wore  not 
regularly  on  the  staflf,  were  by  this  course 
deprived  of  their  means  of  livelihood. 
They  found  themselves  at  the  end  of  their 
days,  when  they  were  unfit  to  seek  for 
any  other  position  of  emolument,  practi- 
cally deprived  of  the  means  of  liveli- 
hood which  the  Office  had  supplied  them 
with  for  eo  many  years.  As  a  matter  of 
Jacty  they  were  in  reality  dismiseed  from 
the  Puolio  Seirvice.  It  was  not  that 
thwe  was  any  want  of  work  in  the  De- 
partmmt,  for  the  work  was  as  great  as 
formfirly,  and,  if  anything,  increasing ; 
but  wfaooTW  had  the  distribution  of  ue 
task  work  now  gave  it  to  the  permanent 
clerks  employed  in  the  Office.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  assist  the  permanent 
clerks  of  the  establishment  as  much  as 
they  could,  and  to  give  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  increasing  their  salaries  by 
^tra  labour ;  but  everybody  knew  that 
in  an  Office  of  this  kind,  where  strict 
supervision  did  not  exist,  the  clerks  did 
thi»  work  in  addition  to  their  ordinary 


work,  not  at  home,  bat  in  the  Office 
during  office  hours.  Of  course,  they  re- 
ceived extra  pay  for  it,  although  it  could 
be  easily  done  by  the  gentiemen  whose 
case  he  was  advocating.  He  desired  to 
know  what  the  arrangements  of  the  Office 
were.  If  the  task  work  was  not  paid 
for,  he  would  not  mind ;  but  it  was  a 
great  grievance  that  these  men,  who  had 
spent  their  lives  in  tiie  Public  Service, 
but  were  not  salaried  officials,  should 
see  their  work  handed  over  to  the  per- 
manent clerks,  many  of  whom  did  the 
greater  portion  of  their  work  during 
their  official  hours. 

Me.  TREVELYAN  said,  that  he  had 
as  great  a  feeling  of  sympathy  as  any- 
body who  had  been  connected  with  pub- 
lic work  must  have  for  the  class  of  men 
called  "  writers,"  whose  position  had 
been  brought  before  the  Committee  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr. 
Harrington).  He  should  be  very  sorry, 
indeed,  that  anything  should  be  done  to 
injure  their  position,  and,  in  some  sense, 
they  had  a  just  claim  for  consideration. 
Of  course,  if  the  work  were  done  by  the 
clerks  in  the  Office  without  payment  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  wish  to  inter* 
fere. 

Mb,  HARRINGTON :  Oh,  no. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  would 
inquire  into  the  matter,  as  he  understood 
it  was  the  impression  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  the  work  was  done  by  the  clerks 
of  the  establishment  for  payment.  Cer- 
tainly, with  reference  to  Mr.  Matheson, 
the  Deputy  Registrar  General,  he  found 
that  he  was  entitled  to  have  that  title 
during  the  absence  of  the  Re^strar 
General.  He  was  informed  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  convenience  that  ho  should 
be  appointed  once  for  all.  He  would, 
however,  look  into  the  matter.  He  was 
told  that  Mr.  Matheson  never  signed 
himself  Deputy  or  Assistant  Registrar 
General,  except  in  the  absence  of  his 
CMef ;  audit  would  be  necessai^  to  ap- 
point him  every  time  the  Chief  was 
absent.  That  would  be  a  greater  con- 
cession than  taa  Member  of  Parliament 
had  a  right  to  dranand. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  he  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  treated 
the  matter  in  a  playful  spirit;  but  no 
one  would  think  of  putting  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  trouble  of  ap- 
pointing Mr.  Matheson  every  time  the 
Head  of  the  Office  was  absent.  That 
would  be  a  redu|»lioation  of-,  appoint* 
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ments  which  noDd  of  them  vould  deeire ; 
but  he  could  not  see  the  neoessitj  for 
this  official  to  assame  a  saperior  title  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  work  of  tiie  De- 

fartment.  He  was  sure  that  when  the 
'rime  Minister  was  away  his  work  was 
capably  performed  by  the  faon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ;  but 
the  hon.  Qentleman  did  not  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  assume  the  title  of  Primo 
Minister.  Nor  was  it  necessary,  when 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  away  from 
Dublin,  for  the  second  official  to  assume 
his  title.  He  was  thankful  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  responded  to  the  appeal  which 
had  been  made  to  him  in  reference  to  the 
case  ofthe  task  writers.  He  (Mr.  Sexton) 
was  closely  acquainted  with  the  griev- 
ances under  which  they  laboured  ;  and 
he  woald  say  that  there  never  had  come 
under  his  notice  a  meaner  or  shabbier 
instance  of  the  conduct  of  officials  in 
Ireland  than  the  treatment  of  tiiese 
poor  and  almost  worn-out  task  writers. 
It  ill  became  the  permanent  officials, 
who  were  in  receipt  of  large  and  luxu- 
rious salaries  themselves,  to  take  out  of 
the  mouths  of  these  poor  task  writers 
their  small  crust  of  bread.  The  Eegis- 
trar  General  he  saw  had  £1,000  a-year, 
the  Secretary  £600,  the  Superintendent 
£450,  the  first,  second,  and  third  clerks 
£400,  £300,  and  £200,  and  yet  he  found 
that  it  was  their  policy  to  take  from 
some  two  or  three  old  public  servants 
the  miserable  £1  or  £2  a- week  with 
which  they  endeavoured  to  maintain 
themselves.  There  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  finding  employment  for  these  men  in 
the  Office ;  and  all  his  hon.  Friend  de- 
sired was  that,  in  future,  the  worki  if 
done  for  pay,  should  not  be  done  by 
permanent  members  of  the  establish- 
ment. The  functions  of  the  Office  were 
being  daily  augmented,  and  constant 
employment  could  be  given  to  the  three 
or  four  men  who  had  been  attached  to 
the  Office  for  so  long  a  period,  and  it 
was  the  merest  pretence  to  say  that  the 
functions  and  details  of  the  work  of  the 
Office  were  now  such  as  to  prevent  con- 
stant employment  from  being  found. 
He  knew  one  man  who  had  been  at- 
tached to  this  Office  for  21  years,  and 
now,  at  the  end  of  his  days,  he  found 
himself  deprived  of  employment.  He 
had  known  him  to  rise  at  4  or  5  in  the 
morning,  and  work  till  midnight  on 
^ork  urmed  out  to  him  b^  officiua  who 
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only  paid  half  the  price  to  which  he 
would  be  entitled  himself.  He  would 
be  ashamed  to  say  what  he  betiered  to 
be  the  motive  for  this  treatment ;  but  he 
would,  if  the  right  hon^  Gentleman  de- 
sired, inform  mm  privately  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  motive  for  the  mean- 
ness and  malignity  of  the  conduct  which 
this  man  had  been  exposed  to  by  the 
ofBcIals.  He  was  sure  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  it  that  he  would  not 
tolerate  it  for  a  moment.  But  unless 
some  steps  were  taken  to  provide  these 
men  with  suitable  employment  at  the 
end  of  their  days,  as  long  as  he  remained 
in  Parliament  he  would  never  cease  &om 
bringing  the  question  forward  when  the 
Estimates  came  on  for  discussion.  He 
had  no  desire  to  see  the  Esttmatea  in- 
creased, or  Id.  spent  which  could  be 
avoided ;  but  he  did  say  that  when  a 
man  had  served  the  public,  in  whatever 
bumble  capacity,  for  20  or  30  yean 
blamelessly  and  efficiently,  it  was  cruelly 
uiyust  that  in  the  end  he  should  be  de- 
prived of  his  means  of  livelihood,  even 
although  some  p&lt^  question  of  eoo- 
nomy  might  arise.  He  sincerely  hoped 
that  when  they  reached  the  Estimates 
next  year  this  cause  of  complaint  would 
have  disappeared. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  remarked  that  the 
question  of  the  position  of  the  class  of 
persons  known  as  writers  had  been 
raised  some  time  ago,  and  a  promise 
had  been  given  that  it  should  be  in- 
quired into. 

Mr.  HABBINGTON  wished  to  point 
out  that  in  this  matter  of  task  work 
there  was  no  possibility  of  the  Head  of 
the  Department  being  able  to  deal  with 
it  as  readily  as  if  the  men  were  engaged 
in  the  Office.  The  emoluments  received 
for  task  work  were  in  accordance  widi 
the  amount  of  work  done^  and  if  the 
task  writer  were  not  able  to  do  the 
work  he  received  no  payment  at  all. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
had  no  wish  to  find  fault  with  the  Head 
of  the  Office.  He  was  inclined  to  think 
that  if  the  Heads  of  Departments  were 
aware  of  the  position  of  many  of  their 
subordinates,  that  position  would  be 
very  materially  amdiorated.  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  intimated 
that  he  would  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  condition  of  the  men  employed  under 
the  Registrar  General,  he  would  ask 
him  to  direct  special  attention  to  the 
position  of  the  men  deecribed  M  tr«a* 
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scribera.   He  found  that  they  had  been 

employed  now  for  some  16  years.  Ten 
jeara  a^^o  they  were  required  to  pasa  a 
qualifying  examination ;  and  in  every 
respect  they  had  discharged  their  duties 
faithfully  and  well.  From  that  time  to 
the  present  they  had  been  employed 
in  work]  for  which  they  received  very 
inadequate  remuneration,  although  a 
similar  class  of  public  servants  in  this 
country  received  £210,  £280,  and  £320 
respectively.  One  of  the  transcribers 
was  actually  doing  the  work  of  one  of 
the  semor  clerks  who  received  £400 
a-yaar.  It  would  also  he  found  that 
some  of  these  men  were  employed  as 
permanent  officials  at  a  time  when  many 
of  the  seoond,  third,  and  fourth  class 
derka  had  not  entered  the  aervioe  at  all. 
In  the  year  1873-4  a  Commisnon  sat  to 
inqnire  into  their  positu>n,  consisting  of 
£arl  Percy,  Mr.  Blackwood,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton.  The  CTommission  reported 
in  favour  of  an  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  these  men ;  but  all  that  came 
of  the  matter  was  a  miserable  increase 
of  £3  a-year  for  five  years,  raising  the 
ultimate  remuneration  to  £  1 60  a-year  as 
the  maximum.  Whereas  it  would  ap- 
pear from  the  present  Vote  that  a  man 
employed  temporarily  as  a  transcriber 
on  the  agricultuzal  statistics  rose  as  a 
fourth  class  clerk  from  £86  by  annual 
increments  to  £200  a-year.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  transcribers  who  were 
employed  on  much  more  important  work 
were  in  the  position  of  seeing  their 
juniora  by  man;  years  promoted  over 
tiieir  heads  as  omoers  of  the  permanent 
official  staff,  and  paid  much  more  libe- 
rally. He  desired  to  submit  the  cose  of 
these  men  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  if  it  were 
found  to  be  as  ho  had  stated,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  glad  to  do  some- 
thing to  improve  their  condition. 

lU.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  had  a 
personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the 
case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  had  referred,  and  he  could 
confirm  what  his  hon.  Friend  had  said 
on  the  subject— that  all  the  circum- 
stances pointed  to  some  motive  which 
was  not  creditable  on  the  part  of  certain 
individuals  who  had  compelled  him  to 
oocupj|r  his  present  position.  The  poor 
man  m  whose  behalf  his  hon.  Friend 
had  spoken  could  not  be  described  as 
past  his  work,  because,  as  a  matter  of 
{iact,  he  waa  employed  in  doing  the  same 
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kind  of  work  fanned  out  to  him  by  other 
officials.  Therefore,  it  could  not  be 
from  any  dissatis&otion  at  the  manner 

in  which  he  did  the  work  that  he  had 
been  dismissed.  With  reference  to  the 
matter  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  had  called  atten- 
tion— namely,  the  assumption  by  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  Registrar  General's 
Office  of  the  title  of  Assistant  Registrar 
General,  he  wished,  in  speaking  of  the 
temporary  character  of  the  appointment, 
torefer^them  to  Thom^t  Almanack^vrYvicix 
was  a  sort  of  Court  Guide  and  general 
vade  meeum  to  those  interested  in  official 
matters  in  Dublin.  In  that  volume  Mr. 
Matheson  waa  described  as  Asalstant 
Registrar  General.  He  believed  that 
7%om'«  was  aupplied  with  its  informa- 
tion in  the  same  way  as  BtAU  Parlia- 
mentary information  was  obtained— 
namely,  directly  &om  those  whose  names 
were  inserted.  An  hon.  Friend  informed 
him  that  Thomas  Almanack  was  a  good 
deal  more  authoritative  than  Lo^a  Par' 
liamantary  Companion ;  and  he  certainly 
hoped  its  casual  information  was  a  Uttle 
more  accurate  than  that  which  some- 
times appeared  in  Dod.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, the  inaccuracies  in  the  latter  work 
arose  from  the  fashion  which  Members 
of  Parliament,  as  well  as  ladies,  had  of 
understating  their  ages.   

Gkmeeal  Sib  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
believed  that  the  last  Government  had 
inquired  into  the  position  of  theae  men, 
and  given  promises  that  their  position 
should  be  miproved.  Some  years  ago 
he  had  asked  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
see  what  could  be  done ;  but  nothing 
satisfactory  had  yet  resulted.  The  same 
complaints  as  those  which  were  made 
in  Ireland  were  made  by  the  Scotch 
writers. 

Vote  agreed  i*. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  bqqi,  not  exceediog  £16,£93,  be 
granted  to  Her  SlajeatT,  to  complete  the  nun 
necesaaiy  to  defray  Uie  Charge  wfiidi  will  come 
in  ooorae  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l3t  day  of  Uarch  1886,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  General  Valuation  and 
Bounduy  Borvey  of  Ireluid." 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  he  obserTed,under 
this  head,  an  item  of  £400  for  the  salary 
of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Yaluattou  and 
Boundary  Survey  in  Ireland.  He  was 
bound  to  ask  who  this  solicitor  was  ? 
Was  it  Mr,  George  Boltoiy4  gentlepiai^ 
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irhoee  name  had  been  frequently  before 
the  HouBB  7  He  also  found  by  a  foot 
note  that  the  holder  of  this  office  in 
1883-4  received  an  annual  salary  of  £400 
as  Crown  Solicitor  for  the  County  of 
Tipperary,  paid  out  of  the  Vote  for  Law 
Charges  in  Ireland.  They  had,  there- 
fore, upon  that  record  the  fact  that  Mr. 
George  Bolton  received  £800  in  the 
course  of  last  year  from  the  public  purse. 
He  would  like  to  know  how,  if  Mr. 
George  Bolton  was  Solicitor  to  this  De- 
partment of  the  Yaluation  and  Boundary 
Survey,  and  also  Crown  Solicitor  for  the 
County  Tipperary,  he  found  time  to  leave 
Tipperary  and  Dublin  to  go  down  to  a 
gaol  in  the  West  of  Ireland  in  oompany 
wiUi  a  policeman  in  order  to  see  a 
prisoner  in  hts  cell,  who  was  said  to  have 
turned  approver  in  a  murder  case  ?  It 
was  also  remarkable  that  immediately 
after  Mr.  George  Bolton's  and  the  police- 
man's Tisit  to  that  man  he  committed 
suicide,  and  was  found  hanging  dead  in 
his  cell  next  day.  He  wished  to  know 
what  connection  this  visit  had  with  the 
functions  of  Mr.  George  Bolton  as  Soli- 
citor to  the  Valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey  Department,  or  as  Crown  Soli- 
citor of  the  County  of  Tipperary  ?  He 
would  further  ask  for  an  explicit  state- 
ment of  the  amount  which  this  gentle- 
man actually  received  per  year  from  the 
public  purse.  It  was  said  that  his  in- 
come amounted  to  some  £2,000  or  £3,000 
a-year,  besides  which  he  reonved  sums 
for  law  charges  in  criminal  proseon- 
tions.  Probably  his  income  was  pre- 
sented in  such  a  shape  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  actual  amount 
of  it.  It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  that 
he  had  contracted  debts  to  the  large 
amount 'of  about  £90,000,  and  that  be 
was  unable  to  offer  his  creditors  a  satis- 
factory composition.  Re  had  been  fool- 
ing and  deluding  the  Bankruptcy  Court 
for  a  considerable  time.  He  had  re- 
peatedly obtained  leave  to  let  some  lands 
of  his,  and  had  pocketed  the  rents  with- 
out giving  the  Court  any  security  what- 
ever. The  Sheriff  in  Dublin  had  endea- 
voured without  effect  to  levy  a  decree 
which  had  been  obtained  against  tiiis 
broken-down  defaulter  and  evader  of  his 
duties  and  financial  obligations,  who  was 
not  only  retained  in  the  Public  Service, 
bat  retained  as  a  pluraUst,  and  sent  on 
a  secret  mission  to  an  approver  which 
resulted  in  suicide.  This  was  the  same 
gentleman  who  some  years  ago  defrauded 
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his  own  wife  after  he  had  deluded  her 
into  marrying  him.  He  was  reported 
and  denounced  by  Mr.  Justice  Fry  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  ;  hut  no  notice  waa 
taken  of  it.  It  was  sworn  that  he  had 
drawn  up  a  marriage  settlement  on  his 
own  behalf,  the  validity  of  which  waa 
impugned,  and  which  was  a  gross  at- 
tempt to  defraud.  This  man,  who  had  re- 
peatedly deluded  the  Bankruptcy  Court, 
conducted  his  domestic  affiairs  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  Sheriffs  and  Law  OflBcers 
were  utterly  unable  to  seize  even  a  chair 
or  a  table  in  order  to  execute  one  of  the 
decrees  obtained  against  him.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  and  his  hon.  fMends  near  him 
would  have  to  press  for  an  answer  to  the 
question  as  to  now  much  this  man  re- 
ceived from  the  public  purse  every  year. 
He  observed  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  smiled. 

The  SOLIOITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Heeschell)  :  I  was  not  smiling 
at  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  thought  that 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  knew 
the  full  facts  of  the  case  all  his  influence 
— which  undoubtedly  was  very  great— 
woiild  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  case 
in  order  to  free  the  Public  Service  from 
the  stain  of  any  connection  with  such  a 
man.  The  reason  he  mentioned  these 
facts  was  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
desirable  that  the  Government  should 
take  steps  to  allocate  some  of  the  money 
received  from  the  pnblic  purse,  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  creditors  of  a  man  who  had 
perverted  the  administration  of  justice 
and  made  his  own  wife  the  victim  of  his 
frauds.  It  was,  indeed,  a  remarkable 
thing  that  the  chief  engine  for  com- 
pelling other  men  to  continue  in  the 
paths  of  legality  and  honesty  should  bo 
himself  the  very  embodiment  of  illegality 
and  dishonesty.  He  had  to  ask  how 
long  would  this  system  of  dealing  be 
allowed  to  last?  Would  the  Govern- 
ment allow  such  a  shameful  parody  upon 
public  justice  to  continne,  and  allow 
such  a  man  to  pocket  his  salary  as  Crown 
Solicitor  for  Tipperary  and  all  the  special 
fees,  and  to  evade  payment  of  his  debts 
hy  nnmwous  discreditable  ingenuities  ? 
Would  no  arrangement  be  made  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditor^  for  he  maintained 
that  the  scandal  bad  reached  a  height 
that  could  no  longer  be  permitted.  As 
a  protest,  he  begged  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  £400,  and,  unless 
he  received  ftu  asaurwop  as  tp  tt^o 
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amngements  which  would  be  imme- 
diately  made  for  the  satisfaction  of 
Bolton's  oreditOTS.  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Iriah  Members  to  press  the  Mo- 
tion with  all  the  foroe  they  oonld.  He 
beliered  when  the  action  of  tiie  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  in  Dublin  the  other  day 
was  oonsidered,  it  wouM  be  only  reason* 
able  that  l^e  Ctoveniment  should  with- 
draw  this  portion  of  the  Tote  from  the 
condderation  of  the  Committee  until  the 
question  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Gteorge 
Bolton  was  decided  in  the  same  way  that 
that  of  GustaTQS  Cornwall  had  been  de- 
cided. Bolton  had  commenced  an  action 
against  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien)  in  Belfast,  and 
the  trial  wae  to  come  on  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  other  day,  when  Bolton's  case  came 
before  the  Bankruptcy  Court  in  Dublin, 
the  Judge,  after  there  had  been  nume- 
rous evasions  of  the  orders  of  tiie  Court, 
and  after  Bolton's  ingenuity  had  been 
exerted  to  the  utmost,  instead  of  making 
him  disgorge  some  of  his  ill-gotten  gains 
tot  tho  benefit  of  his  oremtors,  post- 
poned the  investigation  of  his  affairs, 
beoauae  he  thought  that  Mr.  Gteorge 
Bolton  would  {oobably  obtain  damages 
in  Belfast  against  his  hon.  Friend.  The 
Solicitor  General  for  England  looked 
surprised;  but  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Con- 
nor) remarked  that,  however  easy  it 
might  be  to  surprise  the  learned  Soli- 
citor General  for  England  in  regard  to 
the  administration  of  the  Irish  law,  the 
Irish  Members  were  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  matter  to  be  surprised  at  any- 
thing. Suppose  that  a  public  official  in 
England  contracted  debts  to  the  extent 
of  £90,000,  that  his  action  was  im- 
pugned and  stigmatized  by  questionable 
proceedings,  that  the  time  came  when  a ; 
pnUio  Court  called  upon  him  to  make  a 
oiflclaBure  of  his  debts  and  assets,  and 
his  capability  of  meeting  his  obligatioiu, 
what  would  the  leamea  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral think  of  that  individual,  having,  at 
the  dictation  of  his  superiors,  brought 
an  action  against  a  public  journalist  for 
an  accusation  well  known  to  be  true? 
Suppose  that  in  such  a  case  he  had  been 
allowed  to  delay  the  examination  of  his 
affairs,  and  to  keep  a  veil  closely  drawn 
over  his  repulsive  character,  because  the 
Judge  said  he  bad  brought  an  action 
and  might  probably  obtain  damages. 
He  thought  the  learned  Solicitor  General 
Toold  M.^  that  the  Judge  had  departed 


&om  that  impartiality  which  was  to  have 
been  expected  £rom  his  office  in  order  to 
prejudice  the  minds  of  the  jury  un- 
favourably, and  to  put  a  gloss  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case  which  were  not  con- 
sistent with  a  fair  trial.  He  thought 
that  they  had  a  strong  daim  to  call  for 
the  postponement  of  the  payment  of 
such  a  ^rson's  sidaipr  until  his  character 
was  decided,  and  until  it  could  be  shown 
that  he  was  entitled  to  be  retained  as  a 
public  servant.  He  begged  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£400. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,193,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  Bum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
ia  course  of  payment  doriag  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  General  Valuation  and 
Boundary  Surrey  of  Ireland." — {Mr.  Sexton.) 

Mb.  HAERINGKTON  said,  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentteman  would  consider 
the  point  raised  by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  with  regard  to  the 
postponement  of  this  Yote  until  the 
trial.  The  trial  would  probably  ta^ 
place  during  the  present  week,  and  cer- 
tainly before  the  Yote  was  likely  to 
come  up  upon  Beport,  even  if  it  were 
passed  now,  and  the  House  would  then 
be  in  a  position  to  judge  what  the 
nature  of  certain  circumstances  in  con- 
nection with  this  official  was.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Bolton's  character 
was  about  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  his 
own  selection.  He  had  lodged  an  affi- 
davit that  there  was  only  one  county  in 
Ireland  in  which  he  could  hope  to  ob- 
tain a  fair  trial.  This  immaculate  offi- 
cial, this  manipulator  of  juries,  this 
wire-puller  In  connection  with  all  the 
trials  by  jury  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act  in  Ireland,  had  himself  de- 
posited an  affidavit,  in  which  he  de- 
clared upon  oath  that  there  was  only 
one  county  in  which  he  could  obtain  a 
fair  trial  of  the  action  between  himself 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien),  and  that  county  happened  to 
be  the  one  in  which  it  was  well  known 
the  hon.  Member  had  no  influence  what- 
ever, and  where  the  case  would  be  tried 
by  an  Orange  jury.  He  (Mr.  Harring- 
ton) believed  that  upon  that  fact  alone 
Bolton  stood  condemned.  It  showed 
that  his  character  had  fallen  bo  low,  that 
his  depravity  was  so  notorious,  and  hia 
public  Uf,  »  w,U  ,  W^^gi^^. 
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demned,  that  he  hicoBelf  declared  that 
in  31  out  of  32  coontiea  of  Ireland  he 
could  not  hope  to  obtain  a  verdict ;  and 
that  the  only  chance  he  had  was  to  go 
to  a  place  where  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ifallow  was  personally  disliked.  To- 
morrow they  would  be  in  a  position  to 
have  Bolton's  character  decided  by  a 
jury  of  hia  own  selection ;  and  he  sub- 
mitted that,  under  the  ciroumstances, 
they  had  an  unanswerable  claim  to  have 
the  Vote  postponed.  Until  they  were  in 
a  position  to  know  what  the  allegations 
made  against  Bolton  were,  and  what  the 
nature  of  his  defence  was,  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  to  withhold  the  pay- 
ment of  his  salary.  His  hon.  Fnend 
the  Member  for  Sligo  had  stated  the 
amount  of  this  man's  liabilities.  As  a 
public  ofi^al  he  had  been  receiving 
some  four  or  five  different  salaries,  in- 
cluding £400  a-year  as  Solicitor  to  the 
Boundaiy  and  Valuation  Survey,  £400 
a-year  as  Grown  SolidtOT  for  the  County 
of  Tipperazy,  wiUi  very  large  pickings 
through  hia  friend  Mr.  Anderson,  under 
the  Prevention  of  Grime  Act,  which 
brought  up  his  income  to  at  least  £1,500 
or  £2,000  a-year.  He  was  the  one  man 
in  whom  the  whole  system  of  Crown  prose- 
cutions in  Ireland  was  rested.  His  case 
was  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  James 
Ellis  French,  the  late  Head  of  the  Criminal 
Detective  Department  of  Ireland.  That 
immaculate  public  servant  was  required 
to  hunt  out  criminals,  and,  in  order  to 
do  so,  he  reduced  himself  to  the  level  of 
the  lon-est  of  them  by  tiie  commission 
of  the  most  horrible  crimes.  George 
Bolton  was  the  man  upon  whom  the 
Grown  rested  for  the  prosecution  of 
criminals ;  and  he  (Mr.  Harrington) 
would  appeal  to  the  fairness  of  English 
Members  whether,  seeing  that,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  there  wotdd  be  a 
definite  judgment  as  to  this  man's  per- 
sonal character  from  the  one  jury  in 
Ireland  with  whom  he  dared  to  intrust 
his  reputation — a  jury  selected  and 
manipulated  by  himself— it  was  desirable 
to  pass  this  Vote  ?  How  did  it  come  to 
pass  that  the  House  were  compelled 
from  time  to  time  to  listen  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  private  lives  of  Irish  officials  ? 
No  doubt,  it  was  a  most  unpleasant 
thing,  but  it  was  a  duty  to  be  obliged 
to  call  attention  to  the  private  character 
of  officials;  but,  unpleasant  though  it 
was,  it  was  a  duty  which  they  owed  to 
that  House  and  to  their  oonstituentB, 


tax  80  long  as  men  of  Bolton's  character 
were  retuned  in  the  Public  Service  ia 
Ireland  so  long  would  the  people  of  that 
country  have  a  hearty  contempt  for  the 
character  of  the  administration  there  hj 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  With  sala- 
ries amounting  to  £1,500  or  £2,000 
a-year,  this  man,  with  no  family,  aad 
without  even  a  residence  of  his  own, 
had  become  involved  in  debts  to  the 
extent  of  £90,000.  And  how  did  he 
propose  to  meet  his  engagements  ?  For 
nearly  12  months  past  a  suit  had  been 
pending  against  him  in  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  and  day  after  day  motions 
had  been  made  to  delay  the  proceed- 
ings. Bolton  was  simply  dodging,  just 
as  James  Ellis  French  attempted  to 
dodge,  the  accusations  made  against  him 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr, 
O'Brien).  The  affidavit  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Gonrt  of  Bankruptcy  was 
a  most  singular  document.  If  such  an 
affidavit  had  been  presented  in  this 
country  by  a  Government  official,  he  did 
not  think  that  such  Government  offioifd 
would  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  Public  Service  for  24  hours.  His 
liabilities  were  £90,000,  and  on  what 
did  he  ground  his  appUcatiou  for  delay? 
He  said,  in  his  a£Bdavit,  that  he  had  an 
action  pending  for  libel  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow,  and  that  he  hoped 
that  action  would  bring  him  in  such 
damages  as  would  enable  him  to  be  in 
a  better  position  to  meet  the  claims  of 
his  creditors,  and  to  make  a  better  offer. 
Why,  anything  more  monstrous,  any- 
thing more  ruffianly,  he  might  almost 
say,  than  that  affidavit  had  never  been 
presented  to  a  Court  of  Justice.  In  no 
country  in  the  world  would  a  Judge 
listen  to,  much  less  act  upon,  such  an 
affidavit  outside  Ireland.  It  was  really 
insulting  the  intelligence  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  that  House  to  ask  for  a  Tote  for 
Mr.  Bolton  imder  the  present  circum- 
stances, because  he  had  brought  his 
battered  character  into  Coiurt,  and  hoped, 
by  a  jury  of  his  own  selection,  to  get 
such  a  verdict  as  would  enable  him  to 
make  his  creditors  an  offer  of  a  few 
shillingB  more  in  the  pound.  To  whom 
were  they  to  vote  this  salary  of  £400  ? 
Was  it  to  Mr.  Bolton?  In  his  (Mr. 
Harrington's)  opinion,  it  ought  to  be 
voted  to  Mr.  Bolton's  oreditors.  Were 
they  to  vote  money  to  a  man  who  had 
hitherto  failed  to  lead  a  decent  or  Ofaris- 
ttan  life  in  order  to  enable  him  to  dO" 
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fraud  his  creditors  ?  This  man  did  not 
den;  that  he  had  defrauded  his  wife ; 
he  did  not  deny  the  allegation  that  he 
had  led  an  infamous  life  while  married ; 
Init  he  said  that,  thoufi^h  he  was  guilty 
of  erery  crime  in  the  Decalogue,  there 
was  one  crime  of  whioh  he  was  not 
guilty,  bat  it  was  a  crime  with  which 
Ee  was  never  charged ;  and  yet  upon 
that  point  he  appealed  to  a  jury  of  his 
own  selection  to  give  him  damages,  so 
tiiat  he  might  do  something  in  oraer  to 
sattafy  his  creditors.  He  was  surprised 
that  that  Government  had  not  long  ago 
taken  steps  to  expunge  this  man's  name 
from  the  Votes.  It  was  scandal  enough 
that  he  should  be  connected  with  one 
Government  Department ;  but  there  was 
■earcely  a  Vote  in  connection  with  the 
Irisb  Administration  in  which  the  name 
of  Geoi^  Bolton  did  not  turn  up.  They 
knew  very  well  that  much  they  had  to 
aay  against  the  Government  of  Ireland 
was  due  to  the  action  of  this  man. 
They  knew  that  he  had  been  selected 
as  the  man  to  manipulate  the  juries 
whose  panelling  bad  given  such  great 
dissatisfaction — that  he  was  a  man  who, 
standing  ux>  in  a  Court  of  Justice  as 
Grown  Solicitor,  dwred  to  insult  men  of 
the  highest  and  best  position  in  Dublin 
because  he  knew  them  to  be  possessed 
of  religious  feelings  and  a  conscience. 
3%e  very  moment  a  Boman  Oatholic 
presented  himself  in  the  jury-box  this 
was  the  moral  man,  this  immaculate 
Government  official,  this  man  with  a 
high  sense  of  conscience,  who  insulted 
him  and  ordered  him  to  withdraw,  no 
matter  how  law-abiding  a  citizen  he 
night  be,  no  matter  how  high  his  social 
position,  or  even  if  he  were  in  the  Oom- 
mission  of  the  Peace.  The  reason  was 
that  he  hesitated  at  nothing  in  order  to 
secure  his  victim.  But  how  could  it  be 
expected,  vhen  he  displayed  no  con- 
•inentious  scruples  in  bis  dealings  with, 
hu  own  wife  or  his  creditors,  uiat  he 
would  manifest  any  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties  P  He  did  so  because  he 
wanted  a  verdict,  he  cared  not  how ;  be- 
cause he  wanted  results,  however  ob- 
tained ;  and  it  was  not  surprising  that 
he  did  BO  when  his  antecedents  were 
borne  in  mind.  No  matter  what  com- 
plaints were  made  of  the  Government ; 
no  matter  what  charges  they  made 
against  public  officials  in  Ireland,  and 
no  matter  how  strong  the  evidence  upon 
viiieh  they  rested  tibem,  it  would  have 


no  effect  upon  Members  in  that  House, 
who  by  their  votes  practically  said  that 
the  Irish  Members  were  liars,  until,  after 
sacrificing  time,  energy,  and  money,  like 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien),  they  forced  the  truth  of 
their  statements  upon  reluctant  English 
minds.  They  had  a  definite  set  of  griev- 
ances to  complain  of.  They  were  told 
of  corruption  under  the  American 
tem  of  Government.  No  person  could 
now  be  surprised  at  the  statement  of 
the  bon.  Member  for  Leeds  (Mr.  Her- 
bert Gladstone),  when  he  said  that  Ire- 
land was  the  worst  governed  country  in 
Europe.  The  hon.  Gentleman  might 
even  have  used  stronger  language  to 
describe  the  state  of  things  which  pre- 
vailed ;  but  he  promised  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  as  the  Party  to  which  he  (Mr. 
Harrington)  belonged  grew  in  strength, 
and  were  able  to  g^asp  all  that  was  oc- 
curring, they  would  drag  into  light  a 
state  of  things  that  the  hon.  Member 
little  dreamt  of  when  be  made  that 
statement.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was 
proceeding  to  reiterate  the  special 
charges  against  Mr.  Bolton  when  be 
was  called  to  Order  by 

The  GHAIBMAN  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
faib),  who  said :  The  hon.  Member  is  re- 
peating the  argument  which  he  has  al- 
ready several  times  used  in  the  course 

Mr.  HAERINGTON  said,  he  was 
putting  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
a  question  as  to  whether  he  would  apply 
himself  in  this  case  to  ascertaining  whe- 
ther the  moral  character  of  this  man  was 
such  as  reflected  credit  on  the  Depart- 
ment to  which  he  belonged ;  whether 
the  Department  had  taken  any  steps  to 
mark  the  sense  of  their  disapproval  of 
his  conduct;  and  whether  they  approved 
of  the  extraordinary  affidavit  which 
Bolton  had  made  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Court  f  He  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  an  official  who  was  in  debt  to 
so  large  an  extent,  an  official  who  had 
brought  an  action  for  libel  against  a 
Member  of  that  House  in  order  that,  if 
he  succeeded,  he  might  be  able  to  make 
a  composition  with  his  creditors,  ought 
to  remain  in  the  Public  Service  ?  He 
asked  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken 
any  steps  to  make  known  his  sense  of, 
or  his  ^sapproval  of,  the  conduct  of  an 
individual  who  had  presented  such  an 
affidavit  as  had  been  described?  He 
hoped  that  a  statement  wot 
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ooming  from  the  GoTemmmt  Benoh 
wludi  would  show  to  every  offimal  in 
the  Public  Service,  whose  character  and 
whose  conduct  was  as  discreditable  as 
tiiat  of  Mr.  Bolton's,  that  be  would  not 
be  shielded  by  th.e  GoTemment. 

Mb.  COUKTNET  said,  he  thought 
that,  whatever  else  might  be  said  with 
regard  to  this  Tote,  it  was  to  be  regretted 
that  it  afforded  another  opportunity  of 
introducing  the  name  of  Mr.  Bolton.  It 
was  unfortunate  that  the  manner  in 
which  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  were 
made  out  caused  his  name  to  be  so  often 

Me.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR :  Unfor- 
tunate —  unfortunate  for  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mb.  HABBINGTON:  Strike  Ms 
name  out  of  the  Estimates. 

Mb.  GOTIBTNEY  said,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  hon.  Members,  in  view  of  the 

circumstance  that  the  salary  of  this  gen- 
tleman as  Crown  Solicitor  for  Tipperary 
was  coming  forward  noxt  week  on  the 
Vote  for  Law  Charges,  that  this  was  a 
reason  for  deferring  any  observations 
they  had  to  make  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Bolton  until  that  Vote  was  reached.  As 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr. 
Harrington)  said  that  this  official  was 
bringing  an  action  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien)  to 
vindicate  hia  character — [Mr.  Kenkt: 
He  has  no  character.  ] — and  as  that  action 
was  coming  on  that  day  or  to-morrow, 
he  would  put  it  to  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site whether,  in  view  of  that  fact,  it  would 
not  be  well  to  follow  the  course  he  had 
suggested  ?  He  asked  hon.  Q«ntlemen 
opposite  wbether,  seeing  that  this  action 
was  pending,  it  was  making  a  judicious 
use  of  the  time  of  the  House  to  say,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
bad  said,  that  every  charge  gainst  Mr. 
Bolton  was  true ;  and  again  to  say,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westmeath  had 
said,  that  this  official  had  broken  every 
article  of  the  Decalogue  except  in  re- 
spect of  some  crime  which  he  (Mr. 
Courtney)  believed  was  not  included  in 
the  Decalogue  ?  He  could  not  but  think, 
in  reference  to  some  remarks  that  had 
been  made,  that  the  course  then  being 
pursued  by  hoo.  Qenttemen  opposite 
was  highly  inconvenient.  There  were 
two  aspects  of  the  case  which  were 
really  pertinent  to  the  discussion  of  the 
question;  first  of  all,  there  was  the 
question  whether  Mr.  Bolton  was  or 
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was  not  to  be  retained  in  the  Publio 
Service.  And  he  thought  that  hon. 
Members  ought  to  consider  whether 
judgment  on  that  question  should  not, 
at  all  events,  await  the  decision  of  the 
action  then  pending,  and  whether  the 
taking  of  any  action  in  that  House 
would  not  prejudice  the  decision  of  the 
jury,  or  prejudice  any  action  which  the 
Government  might  think  fit  to  take  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  trial.  The  second 
point  was  as  to  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween this  official  aud  bis  creditors.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  said  that  Mr. 
Bolton  had  presented  a  Petition  to  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy,  and  he  asked  him 
(Mr.  Courtney)  whether  he  had  not  re- 
ceived official  notice  of  the  affidavit 
filed  by  Mr.  Bolton  in  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy.  He  had  not  received  any 
official  notice  on  the  subject,  nor  did  he 
see  how  such  notice  could  have  been 
given  to  him.  Had  the  matter  come 
before  him  it  might  have  been  officially 
considered  ;  but  no  such  step,  as  far  as 
he  was  aware,  had  been  taken.  But  he 
must  point  out  that  tbis  was  a  matter 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Judge  in 
Bankruptcy,  who  would  in  due  course 
determine  what  Mr.  Bolton  must  do  in 
respect  of  his  debts — what  portion  of  his 
salary  he  must  assign  for  his  debts — but 
it  was  not  the  business  of  the  Treasury 
to  go  into  that  question;  they  could  not 
constitute  themselves  liquidators  to  Mr. 
Bolton's  estate,  or  direct  him  in  any  way 
to  make  some  arrangement  with  his  cre- 
ditors. The  Treasury,  it  was  tm^  might 
have  to  consider  the  question  of  retaining 
Mr.  Bolton  in  office ;  they  might  have  to 
consider  the  necessity  of  obeying  an 
order  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  with 
regard  to  his  income  if  that  oraer  were 
made.  But  it  was  obviously  a  question 
for  the  Judge  in  Bankruptcy;  and  it 
was  not  for  that  House  or  for  the  Trea- 
sury to  do  anything  that  would  pre- 
judice the  action-at-Iaw  which  was  then 
pending.  Again,  he  would  point  out 
that  this  was  a  Vote  of  money  for  an 
Office,  not  necessarily  for  Mr.  Bolton 
personally.  It  was  a  Vote  of  money  for 
an  Office,  and  it  did  not  follow  that  it 
would  be  paid  to  Mr.  Bolton.  If  he 
continued  in  the  office  tho  money  might 
be  paid  to  him ;  but  be  might  have  to 
resign  his  office,  and  the  question  might 
ariso  as  to  whethra-  l^e  money  should, 
be  paid  to  his  creditors.  Further,  the 
question  as  to  retiuDin^  Mr.  B<dton  in 
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tiie  Pablio  Service  or  dismissing  him 
-was  one  whioli  might  be  raised,  as  he 
had  before  pointed  out,  on  the  Vote  for 
Irish  Lav  Charges,  which  would  oome 
on  at  the  end  of  the  week,  or  more  pro- 
bably at  the  beginning  of  next  week,  by 
which  time  the  Government  would  be  in 
possession  of  the  view  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
character  taken  by  a  Court  of  Law,  which 
must  necessarily  command  more  respect 
than  0x  parte  statements  of  hon.  Uembers 
made  in  that  House. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  he 
thought  there  was  no  ground  whatever 
for  the  postponement  of  this  Tote,  which 
might  be  interpreted  and  used  at  the 
trial  as  an  exparU  expression  of  opinion 
by  the  Committee.  He  rose,  however, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  question  to 
the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  witji  reference  to  the  Public 
Service,  of  which  he  had  had  at  one  time 
the  honour  of  being  a  member.  He  (Mr. 
Arnold)  held  that  the  rule  of  the  Public 
Service  was  that  when  a  man  presented 
a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy  he  ceased  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Public  Service,  and 
he  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
that  rule  was  still  in  force  ;  because  he 
was  of  opinion  that  if  the  rule  ^d  not 
now  exist  the  sooner  it  was  re-established 
the  better  it  would  be  for  the  public  in- 
tereet  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  character  of  the  Public  Service  de- 
manded that  this  shonld  be  the  case. 
Further,  he  would  take  that  opportunity 
of  expressing  hia  opinion  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  had  ab- 
stained daring  that  day's  discussion  very 
properly  from  any  matters  relating  to 
the  question  at  issue  in  the  action  now 
pendjDg.  He  laid  it  down  as  a  principle 
that  if  Mr.  Bolton  had  presented  a  Peti- 
tion Id  Bankruptcy,  that  fact  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  cause  his  suspension  from 
the  Public  Service.  The  character  of  the 
Public  Service  demanded  that  the  rule 
which  existed  in  England  should  be 
carried  out  in  Ireland ;  and  if  any  hon. 
Member  would  move  for  the  omisraon  of 
Mr,  Bolton's  salary  on  that  ground  he 
ahould  be  happy  to  support  him. 

Mb.  GIBSON  said,  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  pointed  out 
that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  ask 
for  the  postponement  of  this  Tote, 
because  it  might  be  used  at  the  trial 
as  a  partial  expression  of  opinion  by 
that  Committee.  But  he  (Mr.  GKbson) 
thought  that  neither  would  it  be  reason- 


able to  ask  for  a  declaration  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  a  Mo- 
tion to  reduce  the  Tote  by  the  amount 
of  Mr.  Bolton's  salary,  which  might  with 
equal  possibility  be  made  use  of  in  the 
course  of  the  trial  to-morrow.  As  far 
as  he  had  read  the  papers,  it  appeared 
that  no  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  had 
yet  taken  place. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  :  I  under- 
stand that  be  has  himself  presented  the 
Petition. 

Mb.  GIBSON  asked  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  to  take  his  statement. 
He  had  read  the  report  of  the  case  in 
the  public  Fteas  pretty  closely,  and  from 
what  had  occurred  he  was  not  awaro 
that  Mr.  Bolton's  status  before  tite  law 
had  been  in  the  slightest  degree  altered 
in  any  respect  whatever.  Proceedings 
had  been  taken — no  doubt  those  pro- 
ceedings were  pending;  but  no  adjudi- 
cation of  bankruptcy  had  taken  place. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD :  Is  there 
a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy,  or  is  there 
not? 

Me.  GIBSON  said,  he  wished  to  re- 
cord his  own  opinion  of  what  had  taken 
place,  and,  having  said  so  much,  he  de- 
sired to  make  a  few  more  remarks  in  sup- 
pott  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  It 
had  been  mentioned  by  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  prominently  in 
reference  to  this  vote  that  a  trial  m  an 
important  character  would  take  place  to- 
morrow in  Belfast,  in  which  mal  Mr. 
Bolton  was  the  plfdntiff.  Now,  surely 
that  was  a  circumstance  which  shoula 
make  hon.  Members  in  all  parts  of  the 
House  anxious  to  do  nothing  and  to  say 
nothing  which  might  by  a  hair's-breadth 
affect  the  result  of  that  trial.  For  his 
own  part,  he  offered  no  opinion  with  re- 
ference to  that  trial  one  way  or  the 
other.  It  was  an  action  for  libel,  in 
which  Mr.  Bolton  claimed  large  damages 
for  what  was  obviously,  if  it  were  well 
founded  on  fact,  a  grave  and  terrible 
charge.  As  to  whether  that  charge  was 
made  he  offered  no  opinion,  and  as  to 
what  should  be  the  result  of  the  trial 
he  expressed  no  opinion  whatever;  it 
was  obvious  that  all  these  questions 
should  be  left  to  the  constituted  tri- 
bunals. Much  had  been  said  in  the 
course  of  the  diseuaaion  which  he  thouf^ht 
might  better  have  been  left  unsaid. 
With  regard  to  the  venue,  which  had 
been  pl^ed  in  Belfast,  it  wj|s  alleged, 
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that  Mr.  Bolton  stated  that  in  32  oonn- 
ties  in  Ireland  he  oould  not  get  a  fair 
trial.  He  (Mr.  GibBon)  was  not  aware 
that  Mr.  Bolton  said  anything  of  the 
kind.  The  question  of  venue  was  argued 
before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Ben(m  in 
Ireland;  and  the  Court,  having  heard  the 
argamenta,  stated  that  the  case  of  Mr. 
B^ton  was  that  the  defendant  was 
editor  of  a  newspaper  which  had  a  large 
oiroulation,  and  ciranlated  much  more 
in  Dublin  tiian  in  other  parts  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mb.  HABBINOTON:  Ab  I  read  the 
report,  Lord  Justice  Barry  said  that  Mr. 
Bolton  stated  he  oonid  not  get  a  fair  trial 
in  33  counties. 

Mb.  GIBSON  said,  however  that 
might  be,  it  was  not  the  point.  He  had 
read  the  reports  of  these  legal  proceed- 
ings in  the  Queen's  Bench,  When  the 
Motion  came  on  for  hearing,  the  Judges 
decided  that  under  the  circumstancestney 
were  not  at  all  at  liberty  to  interfere  with 
the  plaintiff's  selection  of  the  venue  in 
Belfast.  The  defendant  was  not  satisfied, 
and  he  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  Ireland,  which  consisted  of  so  many 
able  and  eminent  Judges,  and  the  mling 
of  the  Court  was  that  they  concurred 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  and  that. they  vere  not  called 
upon  in  the  intwest  of  justice  to  inter- 
fere with  the  venue  being  changed  from 
Belfast.  It  was  said  by  the  faon.  Mem- 
ber for  Westmeath  tMr.  Harrington) 
that  Lord  Justice  Barry  made  an  obser- 
Tation  in  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings with  reference  to  the  number 
of  counties  in  which  it  was  alleged 
that  Mr.  Bolton  could  not  obtain  a 
fair  trial.  He  was  quite  willing  to 
accept  any  statement  as  to  what  oc- 
curred ;  but  that  eminent  Judge  did 
not  in  any  way  whatever  dissent  from 
the  judgment  of  the  Appeal  Court, 
which,  without  question,  sanctioned  the 
exercise  of  the  plaintifTa  discretion  in 
placing  the  venue  in  Belfast.  Then  it 
was  alleged  against  Mr.  Bolton  that  he 
had  sworn  a  certain  affidavit  in  the 
Bankruptci^  Court,  which  affidavit  had 
been  described  as  infamous.  He  would 
not  go  into  the  question  in  detail ;  but 
he  was  bound  to  say  in  passing  that  it 
did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  necessarily  or 
in  any  respect  infamous  that  a  man 
should  make  a  statement  that  a  vordict 
was  pending  which  might  place  him 
in  possession  of  more  funds  than  he 
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had  at  present,  and  consequently  en- 
able him  to  make  a  better  settlement 
with  his  creditors.  But  why  was  Mr. 
Bolton  so  obnoxious  to  attack  on  the 
part  of  Members  below  the  Gangway? 
Was  if  because  he  was  Crown  Soli- 
citor? Why,  he  had  for  years  been  a 
solicitor  in  Ireland  ;  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that  if  he  had  been  merely  Crown 
Solicitor,  getting  not  a  large  salary,  or 
even  Solicitor  to  another  Department 
with  a  moderate  salary  for  discharging 
the  duties  of  his  office,  not  one  word 
would  have  been  said  against  him  in 
that  HonsA.  He  (Mi.  Qibson)  had  had 
official  relations  with  Mr.  Bolton  for 
many  years  ;  he  had  been  directly  con- 
nected with  him  as  Crown  Solicitor,  and 
his  experience  was  that  Mr,  Bolton  was 
an  able,  energetic,  and  a  judicious  pub- 
lic servant,  who  endeavoured  to  perform 
his  duty  to  the  public  without  bringing 
any  unfair  pressure  to  bear  against  pri- 
soners. That  being  so,  he  should  be 
wrong  if  he  withheld  his  testimony  on 
the  subject.  Why  was  it,  then,  at  that 
hour  of  the  d^,  that  this  attack  had  been 
made  on  Mr.  Bolton  ?  Was  it  not  largely 
because  Mr.  Bolton's  services  had  been, 
used  by  the  present  (Government  in  the 
exercise  of  their  offiraal  .discretion  to  aid 
and  assist  them  in  most  of  tiie  imprartant 
proseeutionft  which  had  arrestea  publio 
attention  in  Ireland  during  the  last  two 
or  three  years  f  He  believed  that  waa 
the  case,  and  that  Mr.  Bolton's  name  as 
Crown  Prosecutor  had  won  for  him  an 
amount  of  unpopularity  which  but  for  that 
circumstance  would  not  have  attached  to 
him.  ["No,  no!"]  He  believed  that 
to  be  a  fair  observation,  at  the  same 
time  he  should  be  very  ready  to  accept 
any  statement  that  proceeded  from 
minds  unprejudiced  on  the  subject.  He 
asked  whether  it  was  wise,  reasonable, 
or  just,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  a 
trial  was  about  to  take  place  in  which 
Mr.  Boltou  was  plaintiff,  and  in  which 
the  hon .  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien)  was  defendant,  that  anything 
should  be  done  on  either  side  of  the 
House  which  would  convey  to  the  public 
the  idea  that  there  was  a  desire  to  pre- 
judice the  case  in  any  way  whatever. 
Mr.  Bolton  had  not  brought  his  action 
without  advice  and  consideration.  That 
must  be  clear  to  everyone.  If  it  were  a 
well-founded  action,  he  was  entitled  to 
get  a  fair  hearing;  and  if  it  were  un- 
founded, and  the  jury  were. satisfied,  Uie 
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defendant  was  entitled  to  get  hia  case 
heard  with  every  impartiality.  He  did 
not  discuss  the  merits  of  Tarions  obser- 
Tations  made  with  referenoe  to  Mr. 
Bolton.  He  had  alluded  to  them  be- 
fore, and  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  into 
them  again.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
pointed  to  one  circumstance  which  was 
worthy  of  notice.  It  was  said  that  this 
Tote  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass 
b^ore  the  trial,  because  there  might 
not  be  my  other  opportunity  of  ws- 
eussin^  it  after  i^e  tnal,  in  the  event  of 
its  being  thought  right,  having  regard 
to  the  result  of  the  pmding  litigation,  to 
take  certain  action.  That  point  had,  he 
ihougltt,  been  met  by  the  circumstance 
that  there  would  be  a  Vote  taken  in  the 
course  of  the  next  four  or  five  days 
which  included  the  salary  of  Mr.  Bolton 
as  Crown  Solicitor,  and  which  would 
afford  ample  oppoTtuoity  of  discussing 
Ihe  whole  matter.  He  had,  of  course, 
no  right  to  regulate  the  action  of  any- 
one in  that  House  but  himself,  nor  did 
he  seek  to  do  so  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
it  unreasonable,  without  expressing  any 
feeling  one  way  or  the  othw,  to  say  that 
it  was  not  in  consonance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  position  to  have  a  dis- 
cussion OQ  the  present  Yote  which  mi^ht 
be  calculated  to  lead  to  opimons  being 
formed  and  expressed  one  way  or  the 
other  on  the  very  eve  of  the  trial.  The 
discussion  then  taking  place  would  be 
reported  In  all  the  newspapers  of  to- 
morrow morning,  amongst  others  the 
newspapers  in  Belfast,  and  for  his  own 
part  he  should  be  very  sorry  if  anything 
should  escape  him  to  the  prejudice  either 
of  the  plaintiff  or  defendant,  whose  case 
would  be  decided  very  shortly  upon  the 
evidence  given  before  a  Judge  and 
jury. 

Mb.  ETLANDS  rose  to  speak  

Ma.  COURTNEY:  As  I  foresee  an- 
other flood  of  easy  declamation  

Mb.  AETHUE  ARNOLD :  I  must 
protest  against  this  statement  of  the 
Secretanr  to  the  Treasury. 

Mb.  BTLANDS  :  I  certainly  protest 
against  it.   

Mb.  ASTHUB  AENOLD:  It  is 
monstrous. 

Mb.  COTTETNEY  said,  the  question 
had  been  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ballord  (Mr.  Arnold)  as  to  the  practice  in 
the  Oivil  Senrioe  under  oertam  dicum- 
staaces. 

VOL.  OOXd.  [tbibo  ssbieb.] 


Mb.  AETHTJE  AENOLD:  The 
question  was  raised  as  to  whether  Mr. 
Bolton  had  or  had  not  presented  the 
Petition  in  Bankniptcy  ? 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  he  had  under- 
stood  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  to 
ask  if  it  were  not  the  rule  in  the  Civil 
Service  that  a  person  who  presented  a 
Petition  in  Bankruptcy  ceased  tpeo  facto 
to  be  a^  member  of  the  Civil  Service  ? 
Further,  he  understood  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  state  that  if  that  were  not  the 
rule  at  present,  the  sooner  it  was  made 
sothebettex.  He  (Mr.  Courtney)  wished 
to  state  what  was  tiie  practice  in  the 
Oivil  Service  with  respect  to  both  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  The  rule  was  that  if 
a  person  became  bankmpt  in  England, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland,  it  did  not  matter 
which,  he  at  once  became  liable  to  dis- 
missal. But  it  was  also  the  case  that 
his  dismissal  depended  entirely  on  the 
character  of  his  bankruptcy.  If  the 
bankruptcy  appeared  to  be  the  result  of 
riotous  living  and  extravagance,  and  if 
there  was  any  suspicion  of  fraud,  the 
man  was,  of  course,  dismissed.  But  the 
hon.  Member  would  know  that  there 
were  bankruptcies  which  involved  no 
kind  of  moral  guUt  ou  the  part  of  the 
individual.  For  instance,  a  person  hold- 
ing bank  shares  as  a  Trustee  who  be- 
came personally  liable  for  a  large  amount 
of  mffliey  through  the  f ulure  of  the  bank 
mi^ht  beoomebankrupt,  and  on  the  butoo- 
sition  that  thf^  p;entleman  was  a  member 
of  theOivU  Service,  it  would  be  monstrous 
to  dismiss  him  under  such  circumstances. 
It  remained  to  lum  to  allude  to  an  ob- 
servation which  had  escaped  him  in  jest, 
and  for  which  he  offered  his  apologies 
to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Burnley  (Mr.  Eylands). 

Mb.  eylands  said,  he  readily  ao- 
cepted  the  apology  of  Ms  hon.  Friend ; 
but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  could 
not  accept  with  satisfaction  the  state- 
ment with  which  he  had  met  the  com- 
plaints of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford 
(Mr.  Arnold).  He  had  a  strong  im- 
pression that  the  course  taken  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  certainly 
led  to  a  great  waste  of  public  time. 
They  all  knew  that  hon.  Gentlemen  from 
Ireland  occupied  a  very  different  position 
in  that  House  to  that  occupied  by  £I^;- 
lish  Members.  He  regretted  the  neces- 
sity under  which  Irish  Members  lay 
of  constantly  calling  attentiim  in  that 
House  to  grievances  connected  with 
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IriBh  offioials.  They  were  in  a  peculiar 
position  in  that  respect,  for  if  any  scandals 
such  as  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  had 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
Tere  to  occur  amongst  public  officials  in 
England,  the  Press  of  the  country  and  the 
public  opinion  of  the  country  would  crush 
tiie  offenders.  In  this  case  it  was  the 
Toice  of  a  few  Irish  Members  who  re- 
presented public  opinion  in  Ireland  that 
the  €h>Temment  had  to  listen  to.  He 
asked  whether  public  opinion  in  Ireland 
affected  Dublin  Oastle?  Kot  at  all. 
Was  it  not  a  fact  that  Jjmh  Members 
had  only  that  House  in  which  to  make 
thdr  oomplunts,  and  was  it  not  a  fact 
that  they  came  down  n^fht  after  night 
and  hronght  to  ihe  knowle^e  of  we 
House  evidence  that  the  whole  of  the  Pub- 
lic Service  in  Ireland  was  honeycombed 
with  influences  which  were  calculated  to 
create  a  bad  impression  ?  They  were 
told  to  wait  the  result  of  the  trial  pend- 
ing. That,  he  supposed,  was  the  action 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien) ;  but  he  would  point  out 
that,  in  all  probability,  there  would  be 
other  actions  brought  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  by  Gk>T6mment  offi- 
cials, and  snrely  it  could  not  be  con- 
tended that  hon.  Members  were  to  re- 
frain from  expressing  their  opinions 
upon  the  charges  against  Mr.  Bolton 
until  those  actaons  had  been  decided. 
From  their  experience  of  what  had  al- 
ready oconrred,  were  they  not  to  antici- 
pate that  the  diarges  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mdlow  had  some  founda- 
tion ?  He  did  not  wish  to  prejudice  the 
case  in  the  sUghteat  degree ;  he  knew 
nothing  about  it ;  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  he  had  heard  Uuestions  put  in 
that  House  over  and  over  again  with 
regud  to  Mr.  Bolton's  conduct,  and  that 
he  had  heard  answers  from  the  Treasury 
Bench  which  had  impressed  his  mind 
with  the  belief  that  if  any  public  official 
in  England  were  made  the  subject  of  the 
imputations  cast  upon  Mr.  Bolton,  the 
Qovemment  would  have  been  bonnd  to 
investigate  those  charges,  and  to  have 
dismissed  him  in  the  event  of  their  being 
found  to  be  true.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  said  it  was 
an  unfortunate  drcunutance  that  this 
KenUeman*a  salary  appeared  on  the 
votes  in  such  a  way  as  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  frequently  raising  this 
question  with  regard  to  Mr.  &lton. 
Why,  if  it  were  not  for  that,  there  would 


be  no  opportunity  of  discussing  Mr. 
Bolton's  conduct  as  a  public  servant. 

Me.  OOUBTNEY  :  I  only  said  that 
in  a  humorous  sense.  I  said  it  was  un- 
fortunate that  the  name  should  appear 
twice. 

Mr.  BYLANDS  said,  if  his  hon. 
Friend  considered  the  expression  "un- 
fortunate circumstance  "  was  humorous, 
it  did  not  give  him  that  impression.  He 
said  that  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
had  no  other  chance  than  that  which  was 
offered  by  the  discussion  of  the  Estimates  . 
of  controlling  these  matters  in  Ireland. 
They  had  no  Parliament  of  their  own ; 
and,  ther^ore,  they  eame  to  that  Honse 
and  had  to  take  advant|»e  of  the  Votes 
to  raise  queBti<m8  whi4»k  deeply  inte- 
rested tiiem  and  their  constituents.  He 
had  felt  constantly  that  English  Mem- 
bers of  the  Imperial  Parliament  laboured 
under  a  serious  disadrantage,  from  the 
fact  that  there  was  gpround — serious 

Sound — for  the  endeavours  of  Irish 
embers  to  direct  attention  in  England 
to  the  state  of  affiurs  existing  in  Ire- 
land. Now,  he  regretted  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  was  not  pre- 
sent. He  thought  his  right  hon.  Friend 
ought  to  have  been  in  his  place  when 
this  Vote  was  under  disenssion.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  also  was  absent,  al- 
though he  had  been  in  his  place  a  short 
time  ^go.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  answer  the  questions  put  to 
him  with  re«urd  to  Mr.  Bolton's  posi- 
tion ;  he  could  not  answer  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Arnold)  as  to  whether  the  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy  had  been  presented  by  Mj. 
Bolton  himself  or  by  others.  Well,  his 
hon.  Friend  said  that  thatdid  not  affect  the 
question.  If  a  man  were  simply  dragged 
into  the  Bankruptcy  Court  by  having  a 
Petition  filed  against  him,  there  were 
answers  which  could  be  made  to  such  a 
Petition,  and  it  might,  perhaps,  be  that 
the  Court  would  refuse  the  application ; 
but  this  was  a  very  different  position 
from  that  occupied  by  a  man  who  went 
to  the  Court  and  prodaimed  his  own 
bankruptcy,  and  petitioned  as  a  bank- 
rupt. It  was  a  fact  that  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Salford  asked  for  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  the  presentation 
of  the  Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  oppo- 
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Biie  the  Member  for  the  UnirerBity  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  Gibaon)  gare  bis  own  im- 
pression of  what  had  taken  place ;  bat 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  could 
not  say  whether  any  Petitiou  had  been 
preeented  by  Mr.  Bolton  or  not.  Well, 
he  (Mr.  Bylands)  had  the  best  rea- 
Bons  for  knowing  that  a  Petition  was 
presented  by  Mr.  3olton  himself.  Bat, 
whether  that  was  so  or  not,  what  strock 
him  WHS  that  firom  time  to  time  a  great 
deal  had  been  brought  before  the 
«noate  toQohing  the  conduct  of  this 
publto  official ;  and  aldiough  he  knew 
nothing  personally  about  the  matter,  the 
impression  be  derived  from  the  answers 
nren  to  the  Questions  of  Irish  Members 
firom  the  Treaeniy  Bench  was  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  con- 
aider  whether  Mr.  Bolton  should  be  re- 
tained in  office  or  not.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  told  the 
Omnmittee  that  there  would  be  another 
opportunity  after  the  trial  had  taken 
place  of  raising  and  discussing  this 

Suestion.  So  far,  he  was  willing  that 
le  matter  should  remain  over  until  the 
Tote  for  Irish  Law  Charges  was  reached . 
But  although  he  did  not  dispute  the 
axvvment  m  die  hon.  Gentleman  that 
this  £400  was  required  for  the  purposes 
cf  the  Office,  and  that  it  would  not 
Skeoenarily  be  paid  to  Mr.  Bolton,  yet 
he  could  not  agree  that  the  Tote  ^ould 
be  taken  on  that  ground  without  discos- 
■on,  because  hon.  Gentlemen  who  pro- 
tested against  the  conduct  of  an  employi 
would  have  no  opportunity  of  making 
thi»r  voice  heard  unless  they  took  ad- 
nntsge  of  the  Votes  as  they  came  for- 
ward,  for  that  was  the  only  means  of 
making  known  their  grievances.  He 
repeated  that  he  should  be  willing  to 
dlow  the  matter  to  remain  until  the 
other  Tote  referred  to  had  been  reached, 
which,  he  believed,  would  afford  an  op- 
porfeimity  of  deciding  the  question  ;  and 
then,  if  the  charges  against  Mr.  Bolton 
were  made  good,  he  believed  it  would 
be  quite  possible  to  get  the  Oommittee 
to  strike  out  the  Tote  for  his  salary.  In 
oonclonon,  he  deeply  re^tted  that 
ttero  should  be  a  necfljsaty  for  these 
constant  representations  on  the  part  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland,  which 
they  were  perfectly  justified  in  bringing 
under  the  notice  of  tho  House,  with 
regard  to  officials  in  Ireland  who  ap- 
peared to  conduct  themselves  in  a  man- 
ner that  was  neither  creditable  to  them- 


selves nor  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people  of  Ireland. 

Mn.  SEXTON  said,  he  thought  it  was 
unfortunate  that  they  should  be  obliged 
to  cany  on  a  discussion  involving  the 
conduct  and  character  of  an  important 
Irish  official  in  the  absence  of  the  Minis- 
ter who  was  chiefly  acquainted  with 
and  responsible  for  affiurs  in  Ir^nd — 
that  was  to  say,  in  the  absence  of  tiie 
right  hon.  G^tleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
He  thought  the  absence  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  ail  the  more  re- 
gretable  because  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
pleaded,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
that  he  had  not  been  officially  informed 
as  to  the  position  of  Mr.  George  Bolton 
before  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.  The 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  was,  as  the  Fariiamentary 
Head  of  the  Department,  officially  in- 
formed of  Mr.  Bolton's  affairs,  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  had  he  been  in 
bis  place  on  that  occasion  he  would  hare 
been  able  to  enlighten  the  Committee 
with  regard  to  them ;  but,  as  he  was 
not  present,  he  thought  there  waa  an 
additional  reason  for  the  postponement 
of  the  Vote.  Notwithstanding  that  he 
knew  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
very  much  overworked  by  his  labour  in 
that  Hous^  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he 
considered  his  absence  greatly  to  be  re- 
gretted. Although  he  had  a  serious 
objection  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gendeman  the  Member  for 
the  Umvwsi^  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson), 
he  took  the  liberty  to  point  out  that  it 
would  be  well  if  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  would  induce  himself  to  imi- 
tate the  Fariiamentary  method  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  whenever  he  had  anything  to 
say,  made  his  argument  needlwaly 
ofFensire.  There  were  circumstances,  <n 
course,  in  which  the  phrase  "  ea^ 
declamation"  might  be  used;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  reten- 
tion of  Mr.  Bolton  in  hie  official  posi- 
tion was  well  calculated  to  excite  in  the 
minds  of  Irish  Members  indignation; 
and  before  the  hon.  Gentleman  accused 
them  of  indulging  in  "easy  declama- 
tion "  on  that  subject,  he  thought  he 
should  consider  the  propriety  of  retract- 
ing his  ill-considered  phrase  about 
"unfortunate  conadentiousnem"  with- 
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which  the  Estimates  irere  drawn  up. 
Perhaps  the  hou.  Gentleman  would  have 

nTerred  a  system  under  which  Mr. 
ton's  salary  could  be  buried  out  of 
sight,  and  not  appear  on  the  Estimates 
at  all.  He  thought  the  phrase  unfor- 
nate,  and  one  which  could  not  be 
ezpbuned  away  by  any  reference  to 
humour.  It  was  a  very  unfortunate 
humour,  which  misled  the  House  of  Oom- 
mona.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
mfy  of  Dublin  had  accused  them  of  want 
of  impartiality  and  want  of  due  regard 
for  the  raising  of  the  character  of  debate 
in  tiiat  Houses  by  their  attacking  the 
diaracter  of  a  man  who  was  a  party  to 
the  action  to  be  tried  to-morrow.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
a  skilful  debater,  and  was  accustomed 
with  great  force  to  urge  his  advice  upon 
that  House;  but  his  (Mr.  Sexton's) 
complaint  was  that  his  whole  speech  was 
saturated  with  the  effort  to  defend  the 
character  of  Mr.  Bolton.  He  had  ac- 
cused hon.  Members  on  those  Benches 
because  they  brought  forward  what  they 
claimed  to  be  facts,  while  he  spoke  of 
the  industry,  zeal,  and  energy  of  Mr. 
Bolton  iu  such  a  manner  as  by  oblique 
means  to  oonTcy  to  the  ju^  that  a  ver- 
dict should  be  found  in  ms  fovour.  Well, 
the  right  hou.  and  learned  Gentleman 
asked  why  Mr.  Bolton  had  been  singled 
out  for  atta<^,  and  he  said  it  was  on 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
conducted  certain  prosecutious.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  repdied  with  all  his  force  the 
accusation  that  any  man  on  those 
Benches  had  attacked  Mr.  Bolton  be- 
cause of  any  special  energy  or  vigour 
that  he  had  displayed  in  ^e  discharge 
of  his  duties.  There  were  plenty  of  other 
men  in  Ireland  who  displayed  energy 
and  ability.  Was  Mr.  Cornwall  singled 
out,  because  he  had  energy  and  abmty, 
which  he  displayed  in  the  interest  of  the 
State  ?  No,  Mr.  Bolton  had  been  singled 
out,  as  Mr.  Oomwall  had  been  singled 
out  because  he  had  committed  offences 
which  rendered  his  retention  in  a  Fublio 
Office  a  scandal;  and  he  (Mr.  Sexton) 
asserted  for  himself  and  his  hon.  Friends 
that  80  long  as  any  official  in  Ireland 
conducted  himself  properly  he  would 
never  be  attacked  from  those  Benches, 
bat  that  when  such  official  misconducted 
himself  he  would  be  made  the  object  of 
attack  in  the  manner  which  he  deserved, 
uid  in  that  manner  tmly.   The  fact  was 
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left  out  of  view  that  for  many  years  the 
main  features  of  Mr.  Bolton's  life  had 
been  matter  of  notoriety.  It  mattered 
littJe  whether  a  Petition  to  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  had  been  presented  by  him 
or  against  him,  the  fact  being  notorious 
that  he  owed  £90,000,  that  he  would 
not  or  could  not  pay  \d.  of  that  money, 
that  the  Sheriff  of  Dublin  could  not 
execute  a  decree  of  &d.  against  him,  and 
that  he  had  repeatedly  evaded  the  ordw 
of  the  Court  with  respect  to  the  land 
which  he  possessed.  Hon.  MembOTS  on  ^ 
those  Benches  were  blamed  for  antici- 
pating the  merits  of  Ihe  trial  which 
would  take  place  to-morrow.  Upon 
that  he  deeired  to  mi^e  two  observa- 
tions. First,  they  were  thwe  as  the  Be- 
presentatives  of  the  people,  andthe^  sud 
that  the  pubUc  interest  concerned  m  the 
retention  of  a  man  of  this  character  in 
an  important  office  in  the  Public  Servioe 
was  infinitely  greater  than  the  inteiests 
either  of  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  in 
the  case  to  be  tried  to-morrow.  If  there 
were  any  obligation  upon  them  to  be  dis- 
creet and  reserved  in  their  language, 
how  much  greater  was  that  obligation 
upon  the  Judges  on  the  Irish  Bench  ? 
But  bad  they  set  an  example  of  discre- 
tion and  reserve  ?  Why,  on  the  very 
motion  for  changing  the  venue  in  the 
action  against  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien),  when  his 
hon.  Friend  pleaded  that  his  life  would 
not  be  safe  in  Belfast,  one  of  the  Judges 
observed  that  he  would  be  aa  safe  in 
Bel&st  as  at  ehuroh — that  was  to  say,  if 
he  ever  went  to  church.  That  was  the 
impartiality,  that  was  the  reserve  of  the 
,  Judicial  Bench  in  Ireland,  exhibited  by 
a  Judge  when  he  was  sending  his  hon. 
Friend,  a  Catholic  in  creed,  to  be  tried 
by  a  Protestant  jury  in  a  Protestant 
Court  at  Belfast ;  when  it  was  known 
that  there  was  no  man  who  stood  higher 
in  social  character  and  with  regard  to 
the  observances  of  his  creed  than  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mallow.  So  much  for 
one  of  the  Judges.  Again,  when  this 
Petition  came  before  Judge  Walsh,  the 
other  day,  although  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Bolton 
should  have  been  laid  before  the  public 
at  that  moment,  the  Judge  ^;ranted  him 
delay  and  gave  him  immunity  until  the 
trial  was  over,  because,  as  he  said, 
Mr.  Bolton  had  brought  an  action 
gainst  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  there  was  a 
probability  that  he  might  obtain  a  Ter- 
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diet.  That  was  another  example  of 
judicial  impartialify  and  reserve  on  Ae 

Eart  of  the  Irish  Bench.  When  Judges 
ehaved  in  that  manner,  were  they,  the 
Irish  Members,  to  be  aecused  for  tuing 
advantage  of  an  occasion  when  it  arose 
for  denouncing  an  individual  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  ?  It  appeared  to 
him  extraordinary  on  the  part  of  the 
OoTornment  that  they  should  expect 
Iri^  ICembere  to  forego  discussion  on 
Mr.  Bolton's  salary  in  this  Vote  on  the 
ground  that  a  trial  was  to  take  place. 
It  was  no  fault  of  theirs  that  the  trial 
had  been  fixed  for  to-morrow  ;  the  suc- 
ceasion  of  time  and  eTents  was  not  the 
work  of  Irish  Members,  and  if  the  Gk>- 
▼emment  did  not  want  the  discussion 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton  to  come  on 
they  could  very  easily  have  avoided  it. 
Nothing  more  was  necessary  than  to 
withdraw  the  Vote.  But  they  had  not 
done  that,  and  therefore  he  said  that  if 
the  interests  of  jostioe  were  involved  in 
what  had  occmred  or  wonld  ooear  in  the 
course  of  the  disooiaion,  upon  the  Govern- 
ment^ and  not  upon  hon.  Members  on 
those  Benches,  rested  the  blame.  The 
hon.  G-entleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  said  he  was  not  officially  in- 
formed on  the  subj^t  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
affairs.  He  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman 
should  be  ashamed  of  such  an  admis- 
sion.   

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  his  statement 
was  that  the  Treasury  had  no  official  in- 
formation with  regard  to  the  affidavit 
of  Uir.  Bolton  in  the  Oourt  of  Bank- 
ruptcy. 

Mb.  SEXTON  contended  that,  when 
the  salary  of  an  official  in  Ireland  was 
brought  before  the  House,  it  was  not 
creditable  that  an  official  charged  with 
defending  the  Vote  should  be  unable  to 
inform  hon.  Members  with  respect  to 
a  transaction  intimately  conneoteid  with 
the  character  of  the  individual  for  whom 
the  money  was  asked,  and  consequently 
intimately  connected  with  the  question 
as  to  whether  that  indiridnal  should  be 
retained  in  the  Public  Service.  He 
asked  upon  what  principle  of  justice, 
when  hon.  Gentlemen  on  l^ose  Benches 
requested  to  be  informed  whether  or  not 
George  Bolton  had  petitioned  to  be  made 
a  bankrupt,  and  whether  or  not  his  cre- 
ditors had  petitioned  the  Oourt  a^inst 
him,  they  were  to  be  told  that  his  salary 
was  to  be  passed  in  that  Committee 
iritboot  their  ^tteetions  being  replied  to. 


and  without  any  aaswer  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salft»d  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold)  and  the  remarks  of  other 
hon.  Members  as  to  whether  a  man 

would  any  longer  be  retained  in  the 
CivU  Serrice  who  had  presented  a  Peti- 
tion, or  against  whom  a  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy  had  been  presented  ?  He 
said  they  were  entitied  to  receive  from 
Her  Majesty'sGovernment  the  fullest  in- 
formation as  to  the  state  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
affairs.  He  could  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
no  sarcasm  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentieman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson),  no  specious 
pleas  delivered  in  ^rmpathetic  language, 
would  prevent  him  or  his  hon.  Imends 
taking  advantage  of  every  Constitutional 
opportunity  that  presented  itself  for 
criticiring  the  conduct  of  officials  in 
Ireland.  There  might  be  another  Tote 
to  come  forward  next  week,  on  whi(& 
this  question  of  Mr.  Bolton  could  be 
raised ;  but  Irish  Members  were  so  used 
to  the  manipulation  of  fhese  matters  by 
the  Government,  and  to  the  devious 
course  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
pursuing,  when  the  conduct  of  their  offi- 
cials was  called  in  question,  that  he 
would  not  be  surprised,  when  the  Tote 
for  the  Crown  SoUoitors  came  on  next 
week,  if  they  were  told  that  Mr.  George 
Bolton  had  been  promoted  for  distin- 
guished services  ;  that  he  was  no  longCT 
a  Crown  Solicitor,  and  that  his  conduct 
must  not  be  discussed  on  the  Tote  at  all. 
They  were,  he  repeated,  so  accustomed 
to  the  procedure  of  the  Government  in 
oases  of  this  kind,  that,  no  matter  how 
they  were  accused,  they  should  do  their 
duty,  as  Bepresentatives  of  the  people, 
and  a^  for  no  excuse  for  their  mode  of 
criticizing  the  personal  conduct  oi  offi- 
cials in  Ireland. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  ABNOLD  said,  he 
could  not  ccmgratnlate  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on 
Ae  method  of  his  replies.  He  had  him- 
self put  a  simple  question  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  whether  Mr.  George 
Bolton  had  or  had  not  presented  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  ?  He 
had  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman,  also,  whe- 
ther he  had  any  authority  for  beliering 
that  he  had  done  so,  and  had  added  that 
if  Mr.  George  Bolton  had  presented  a 
Petition  to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  he 
ought,  like  any  other  public  servant,  to 
be  immediately  suspended,  trad  probal^ 
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dismissed.  But  the  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Secietarj  to  the  Treasury  had  presumed 
to  meet  that  statement  by  a  reference  to 
"easy  declamation,"  and  by  what  he 
ventured  to  call  humour.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
A.  Arnold)  had  a  vety  strong  opinion 
that  the  present  was  not  an  occasion  for 
humour ;  and,  moreover,  although  he 
had  the  highest  respect  for  the  character 
of  his  hon.  Friend,  he  should  hare 
thought  he  would  hare  been  the  last 
man  in  that  House,  when  the  condnot  of 
a  public  servant  was  called  in  question, 
to  attempt  a  r6le  tat  which  he  was  sin- 
gularly nnfited — namely,  that  of  ha- 
mouriat.  Apparently,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  ^ive  him  an  answer  to 
the  simple  question  as  to  whether  this 
official,  Mr.  Bolton,  had  petitioned  the 
Court  'of  Bankruptcy  ?  From  informa- 
tion he  (Mr.  A.  Arnold)  possessed,  he 
believed  that  was  the  case ;  and  feeling, 
as  he  did,  that  in  this  matter  Her  Ma- 

I'esty's  Government  had  acted  with  neg- 
ect  in  not  immediately  suspending  Mr. 
Bolton  from  the  Public  Service,  he 
should  vote  on  the  Diviuon  with  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  did  not  very 
much  like  the  manner  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  (Mr.  A.  Arnold)  in  wish- 
ing to  go  to  a  Division  immediately 
after  bis  attack  on  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  He  (Mr. 
Warton)  was  no  friend  of  the  Qorem- 
ment,  or  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  on  that  occasion 
been  un&irly  attacked  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Salford  and  others  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  He  (Mr.  Warton)  felt, 
with  regard  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
allusion  to  hnmour,  that  it  was  a  harm- 
less and  pleasant  joke.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  Irishmen  should  have  failed 
to  perceive  the  harmless  little  jest  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury — their  minds, 
it  would  seem,  having  for  the  occasion 
sunk  to  a  Scotch  level.  There  were,  of 
course,  exceptions  to  the  rule,  and  the 
perception  of  a  joke  was  not  given  to 
all ;  but  there  was  no  excuse  for  Irish- 
men in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  he 
thought  it  was  wrong  for  them  to  take 
hold  of  an  innocent  observation  which 
must  have  been  so  understood  by  almost 
everyone  who  heard  it.  With  regard 
to  ute  attitude  assumed  towards  this 
question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bum- 
Icy  (Mr.  Bylands),  he  must      that  he 
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had  never  listened  to  a  more  unblushing 
Electioneering  speech  made  by  anyone 
in  the  prospect  of  a  Dissolution.  He 
thought  there  must  be  a  great  number 
of  Irish  votera  in  Burnley,  or  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  have  said  he  re- 
gretted that  Ireland  had  not  a  Parlia- 
ment of  her  own.  He  believed  that  all 
English  Members  were  in  favour  of  the 
Union. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  said,  he  had  ex- 
pressed no  regret  that  Ireland  had  not  a 
Parliament  of  her  own. 

Mb.  WABTON  wud,  it  was  true  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Buraley  had  not 
used  the  word  regret ;  but  he  had  aaked 
what  the  Irish  people  could  do,  and  said 
that  Ireland  had  no  Parliament  of  her 
own.  That  certainly  was  aa  much  as  to 
say  that  he  regretted  the  fact  that  Ire- 
land had  no  Parliament  of  her  own| 
and  he  supposed  the  hon.  Member's  re- 
mark was  intended  for  the  Irish  electors 
of  Burnley.  It  was  the  first  time  during 
the  present  Session  that  they  had  heard 
the  hon.  Member  announce  his  inten- 
tion of  voting  against  the  Government 
in  view  of  the  approaching  Mection. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton's  case,  he 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  he  oufffat 
to  be  retained  as  Public  Prosecutor,  be- 
cause he  held  the  threads  of  so  many 
conspiracies  in  his  hands.  And  he 
thought  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  be  justified  in  retaining  him  even 
if  he  had  presented  a  Petition  to  the 
Oonrt  of  Banhruptf^,  whioh  men  oftea 
did  with  a  view  to  arranging  tiieir 
affairs,  after  they  had  time  to  look  around 
them,  and  espeoiaUy  on  the  gnmnd  that 
against  Mv.  Bolton,  as  PnUio  ProseoatoTf 
no  charge  had  been  or,  he  was  om- 
vinced,  could  be  made. 

Ms.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  wished, 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  other  hoot 
Gentlemen  on  those  Benches,  to  protest 
against  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
that  Mr.  Bolton  should  be  retained  in 
the  o£ce  under  discussion,  because,  aa 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Brid- 
port  had  alleged,  there  was  no  chai^ 
against  him  as  Crown  Prosecutor.  They 
were  not  discussing  in  Committee  that 
day  Mr.  Bolton's  conduct  as  Crown  Pro- 
secutor. If  that  question  were  to  be 
raised,  it  would  be  raised  at  the  proper 
time.  Their  whole  case  at  that  mo- 
ment was  whether  Mr.  Bolton's  personal 
character  was  Bueh  thi^t  he  nonld  99 
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longetr  be  oontioued  iritb  decency  aa  a 
Bervant  and  o£Bcial  of  Her  Afajesty's 
GoTentment.  That  vas  the  whole  point 
aader  diacussion.  He  did  not  deem  it 
neoessary  to  go  into  the  rather  unworthy 
aas^fwrtions  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bridport  with  r^ard  to  the 
attitade  taken  up  on  this  question  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  BuznUnr  (Mr.  Bylands) 
and  the  hon.  Member  iat  Satford  (Mr. 
A.  Anu^d).  He  would  simply  e:^re8B 
his  oonTictioii  that  it  vaa  no  small  per* 
Bonal  mattw,  such  as  the  hope  of  secur- 
ing a  few  votes,  that  made  those  hon. 
Gmitiemen  i^eak  aa  they  had  done  that 
day  on  the  Vote  before  the  Committee. 
He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Oommittee  to  the  fact  that  they  had  wit- 
nessed that  afternoon  an  opposition  of  a 
serious  kind,  indeed,  to  the  attitude  of 
the  GoTomment  towards  their  eubordi- 
natee,  started  by  hon.  Members  opposite, 
and  not  by  hon.  Members  on  those 
Benches.  That,  he  said,  was  a  most 
signifioant  faet.  He  knew  it  was  a  oir- 
oumstance  wfaioh  would  be  marked  with 
considerable  satiafaotion  in  Ireland,  and 
he  thought  it  was  one  which  ought  to 
sot  aa  a  warning  to  the  Head  of  Her 
ICojaalT'e  Qoremment,  who  banned 
to  be  present  on  that  oocasion.  When- 
«Ttt  a  Napdflonie  demonatration  took 
pUoe  i&  Puia,  the  Bepnblican  journals 
tofAi  «aze  to  point  to  tilie  fact  that  there 
wefe  eertaia  absenteee  icQfOt  the  demon- 
stration, the  reason  being  that  most  of 
those  gratlemen  had  found  their  way 
inside  the  walla  of  gaols  for  conduct 
which,  at  other  times,  would  perhaps 
haTe  seeored  them  reward.  If  any 
similar  demonstration  were  hereafter  to 
take  plaoe  in  Ireland,  it  might  be  that  a 
large  number  of  highly-rewarded  offi- 
cials in  power  there  would  find  them- 
BelT6B  in  gaol  for  miec<Aduot  which  had 
been  allowed  to  pass  unobeeked.  Apart 
from  their  strong  politioal  differences, 
bieh  Members  had  a  strong  personal 
x^acd  tot  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lrard  laeutmant  of  Ireland.  For  his 
own  part,  he  considered  him  an  official 
who  acted  indiscriminately,  and  often 
unwisely;  but  with  r^ard  to  the  right 
hon.  Gtontlemam  himsSif,  most  persons 
woald  agree  with  him  when  he  said  that 
they  had  for  him  the  greatest  respect  aa 
an  honourable  and  high-minded  gentle- 
man. What  was  the  poeition  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  placed  ? 
When  he  (Hr.  T,  V,  O'Cojinor)  aaw  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  in  thai  House 
haggard,  and  wearj,  and  distreased 
every  day  of  his  life,  because  of  the 
association  he  was  brought  into  with 
loathsome  criminals,  he  mcuntained  it 
was  a  position  in  which  a  gentleman 
like  himself  onght  never  to  be  allowed 
to  be  dragged  into ;  but  the  uprising  of 
hon.  GenUemen  on  that  (the  triah)  side 
of  the  House  ^^nst  tlie  twht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman as  to  hia  contact  with  officials  in 
Ireland,  was  to  save  him,  and  other  Eng- 
lishmen in  Ireland,  from  the  stain  and 
stigma  of  associating  with  these  evil  cri- 
minals in  Ireland.  The  Vote  was  £400 
for  George  Bolton,  and  the  statement  of 
Irish  Members  was  this — that  George 
Bolton  ought  not,  and  could  not,  be  re- 
tained as  an  official  of  any  Government 
who  had  a  respect  for  itself,  or  a  ret^ect 
for  the  decencies  of  life.  That  was  their 
whole  oase.  What  were  their  proofs  in 
favour  of  that  position  ?  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  must  think  that  the 
House  had  been  asleep  for  the  past  four 
years.  The  hon.  Gentleman  rose  up  uid 
raised  a  question  as  to  facts  which  he 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  thought  had  passed 
altogether  into  the  domam  of  historical 
and  undisputed  facts.  The  ohanres  the 
Irish  Membera  brought  against  George 
Bolton  were  supposed  by  ue  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  be  aapported  merely  1^  tbsir 
dixit.  The  Hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken,  and  the  right 
bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tiie  late  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson), 
supposed  that  the  attacks  of  the  Irish 
Members  on  Mr.  Bolton  were  because 
of  his  efficiency  as  a  (Trown  Solicitor. 
Why,  the  main  charge  on  which  they 
relied  was  with  regard  to  what  had  hap- 
pened in  1876,  before  the  present  Irish 
Party  in  the  House  was  thought  of. 
The  charge  brought  against  Mi.  Bolton 
was  not  made  by  a  politician  or  an  Irish- 
man, but  made  by  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  an  Knglishman  in  an  EngliuL 
Court  of  Law — in  a  judgment  by  Mr. 
Justice  Fry,  who  charged  Mr.  Bolton  in 
two  characters — namely,  as  a  solicitor 
and  as  a  husband.  These  charges  had 
not  been,  and  could  not  be,  denied  by 
Mr.  Bolton,  either  in  one  character  or 
the  other;  and  they  should  at  onoe 
have  disqualified  him  from  any  fnrthw 
employment  under  a  decent  and  self-re- 
spectiog  Administration.  What  were 
the  charges  ?  Why,  George  Bolton 
married  a  lad^  of  conaidepa^  fortune ; 
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she  asked  him  to  draw  as  a  deed  that 
would  give  her  control  of  her  property ; 
but  betraying  hia  trust  as  a  souoitor, 
and  also  the  more  sacred  duty  of  a  hus- 
band, this  man  drew  up  a  deed  giviug 
himself  the  disposal  of  her  property, 
denuding  her,  in  fact,  of  all  she  pos- 
sessed. He  drew  up  a  deed  giving  him- 
self the  right  of  disposing  of  her  pro- 

EBrty,  and  the  right  he  so  obtained  he 
ad  carried  to  the  extent  of  dissipating 
a  very  considerable  amount  of  that  nn- 
fortunate  lady's  wealth.  There  were 
eereral  other  charges  against  Mr.  Ba- 
ton's moral  ohanwter,  but  into  these 
matters  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Oonnor)  did 
not  wish  to  go— charges  affecting  the 
character  of  uie  man  which  his  official 
superiors  were  now  considering,  and 
which,  in  the  case  of  an  English  official, 
they  always  did  consider  on  the  earliest 
possible  occasion.  He  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor) contended  that  no  Government, 
however  much  stronger  than  the  one 
which  at  present  controlled  the  destinies 
of  this  country,  would  dare  to  keep  in 
office,  for  one  week  in  England,  an  offi- 
oial  against  whom  a  Judge  of  the  land 
had  pronoonoed  such  a  damning  opinion 
as  that  pronounced  by  Mr.  Justice  Fry, 
in  1876,  against  Mr.  Bolton.  Take  the 
second  point.  The  Irish  Members  said 
that  a  man  who  had  presented  a  Petition 
in  Bankruptcy  had  no  right  to  remain  in 
the  serrice  of  the  Chnrerament.  On  tiie 
other  side,  it  was  declared  that  a  Petition 
had  not  been  presented  by  Mr.  Bolton. 
The  ri^ht  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Gibson)  had,  he  thought,  made  a 
strong  point  of  that—that  the  Petition 
was  not  presented  by  himself,  bat  by 
some  of  his  creditors.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Petition  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Bolton  himself,  and  at  that  moment 
that  man  was  in  Uie  position  of  being 
liable  for  £90,000,  the  debts  for  which 
he  was  unable  to  make  anything  like  a 
decent  provision.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Salford  (Mr.  Arnold)  had  got  up  and 
asked  thievery  simple  question,  to  which 
aye  or  no  could  have  been  easily  given — 
namely,  whether  in  this  country  an  offi- 
cial who  presented  a  Petiton  in  Bank- 
ruptcy would  not  have  been  at  once  sus- 

Ssnded  until  the  case  was  decided  ?  The 
eoretaiy  to  the  Treasury  oonld  not  deny 
that  that  was  the  rule. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  I  beg  pardon;  I 
atated  exacts  what  the  situation  was. 
Whether  Mr.  Bolton  presented  the  Peti- 
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tion  himself,  or  whether  the  Petition  was 
presented  by  others,  I  stated  that  the 
fact  of  a  declaration  of  bankruptcy  rea- 
dered  a  person  liable  to  instant  die- 
missal. 

Mr.  H£AIjY:  Why  do  not  yra  dis- 
miss him  then  ?  

Mr.  COUETNEY  :  Allow  me  to  finish 
my  sentence.  I  say,  whoever  presente 
the  Petition,  the  fact  of  a  declaration 
of  bankruptcy  against  a  public  official 
rendns  him  liable  to  instant  dismisiaL 
That  applies  to  England  and  belaud. 
Thwe  is  an  official  examination  into  the 
afiairs  of  sneh  a  pnblio  servant  to  deter- 
mine the  eharaeter  of  the  bankmptoy. 
If  it  appears  that  the  bankruptcy  resnha 
from  riotous  living  and  imjnoTidenoe, 
or,  etill  more,  if  there  is  anything  of 
fraud  in  the  case,  dismissal  is  absolute ; 
but  if,  as  may  happen,  a  man  became 
bankrupt  through  no  fanlt  of  his  own, 
but  who,  for  instance,  is  in  the  unfoxta- 
nate  position  of  holding  shares  in  an 
unlimited  bank  which  has  failed,  and 
become  liable  to  the  extent  of  all  he 
possesses  for  the  debts  of  the  bank,  it 
would  be  a  cruel  and  unjust  th^ 
to  dismiss  him.  In  the  present  case, 
we  are  waiting  for  the  decision  as 
to  the  character  of  the  bankruptcy  be- 
fore we  decide  upon  what  course  to 
follow. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'OONNOB  said,  he  had 
a  dear  recolleotion  of  what  the  right  ben. 
Gentleman  had  said,  and  he  nowmer^ 
repeated  what  he  had  said  before.  Mo 
doubt,  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  diamissu  of  pnbUe 
servants,  and  their  retention  in  office  in 
cases  of  bankruptcy,  was  a  thoroughly 
just  and  equitable  rule  for  the  mndai^ 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  in  dealing 
with  their  subordinates.  Lest  he  shonld 
misrepresent  the  hon.  Gentieman,  he 
wished  to  ask  him  whether  it  was  not 
the  fact  that,  pending  the  decision  of 
Bankruptcy  Petitions,  officials  were  not 
subject  to  suspension  from  the  peifwm- 
ance  of  their  dutiea  f 

Mr.  OOUBTNEY  :  Not  necessarily. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'OONNOB:  Bat  as  a 
rule? 

Mr.  COTJBTNEY  :  I  do  not  think 
any  rule  could  be  laid  down  upon  this 
sabject ;  it  is  a  matter  fat  the  duoretion 
of  we  Heads  of  Departments. 

Mb.  T.  p.  0*OONNOB  said,  the  hon. 
Member  icx  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
O'Oonnw),  who  had  a  luc^  experimM 
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of  the  OitU  Service  erea  than  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
nay,  infonued  him  that  the  rule  and 
praetioe  was  that  when  an  official  had 
presented  a  Petition  in  Bankraptoy,  he 
wu  nupemded  nntii  the  character  of  the 
Petition  was  decided.  Well,  had  Qeoi^ 
Bolton  been  cnapended  ? 

MB.C!OnBTNEY:  No. 

Hb.  T.  p.  O'OONNOB  said,  that  that 
beii^  so,  he  aooepted  the  very  just  and 
hoBoazable  distiiution  tiie  hon.  Gentle- 
had  drawn  <rf  different  forms  of 
bankruptcy.  A  man  might  be  innooent, 
and  a  man  might  be  gniltj ;  eTeryone 
knew  that.  He  would  take  the  defini- 
tion of  the  hon.  OenHeman.  The  hon. 
Qentiemaa  had  said  that  a  bankmptoy 
which  arose  from  riotoas  living  would 
be  a  kind  of  bankruptcy  which  would 
sompel  the  Head  of  a  Department  to  get 
rid  of  his  subordinate.  Biotous  living ! 
That  was  exactly  the  chai^  which  h&d 
been  established  np  to  the  hilt  against 
Geoi^e  Bolton;  a  charge  which  had 
been  established  over  and  over  again — 
whidi  had  been  established  judicially 
by  the  Judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Fry  as 
far  back  as  1876.  Ur.  Justice  Fry  de- 
KTared such  aphilippio  aminst the  cha* 
meter  of  Mr.  Bolton^  whiw,  if  aoy  Irish 
Ifember  hdd  uttered  in  that  House, 
would  have  caused  the  Churman  to  call 
him  to  Oidnr.  Riotoas  living  was  the 
real  cause  of  Uie  bankniptoy  of  Geoi^e 
Bolton ;  and  yet  this  man,  with  all  these 
ehargM  on  his  head,  was  defended  by 
an  English  Gentleman  like  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  in  that  House,  because 
it  was  supposed  to  be  a  canon  in  Ire- 
land that  every  EngUsh  official,  however 
dirty  he  might  be,  was  a  tool  clean 
anongh  to  perform  the  ftinetion  of  ad- 
nuniatering  in  Ireland.  That  appeared 
to  him  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  to  be  a 
diaoreditable  and  disgraceful  state  of 
thing*.  The  Irish  Members  were  quite 
wi]ling|to  discuss  the  present  relations 
between  England  and  Ireland  in  their 
purely  political  aspect ;  but  he  declared 
this,  that  if  th^  were  as  strong  &iends 
of  ^e  ensting  rcdationa  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  as  the  bitterwt  Tory 
in  dixB  eonntry,  nothii^  eould  be  pro- 
dnoed  more  oalonlated  to  engender 
amongst  tiiem  disgust  of  the  Administra- 
tion than  the  unfortunate  attitude  taken 
by  the  Government  with  regard  to  the 
action  of  officials  in  Ireland.  He  would 
00  bttd^  to  the  illastration  with  which 


he  commenced.  If  there  were  an  over- 
flow of  the  existing  political  relafiona 
between  England  and  Ireland  similar  to 
the  overflow  whioh  occurred  in  France 
some  14  years  ago,  where  would  be  the 
troop  of  officials  who  wraenow  screened, 
defended,  and  protected  by  English 
Q«aitlemen  sitting  on  the  Treasury 
Bendif  From  Oomwall  to  S^reneli, 
down  to  Bolton  and  one  or  two  otbwi 
he  oonld  name,  they  oould  produce  in 
Ireland  a  gallery  of  celebrities  in  in- 
famy who  would  form  a  most  worthy 
addition  toMadameTu8sand*8"Chambev 
of  Horrors." 

Mb.  LABOTTCHEBE  said,  that  con- 
sidering the  strong  feeling  that  existed 
in  Ireland  on  this  subject,  it  seemed  to 
him  most  desirable  that  all  officials  in 
this  country  should  be  entirely  above 
suspicion.  Now,  what  was  the  case 
with  respect  to  Mr.  Bolton?  In  1876 
or  1677  a  Judge  had  himself  reported, 
in  respect  to  a  trial  to  which  Mr.  Bolton 
was  a  party,  that  that  gentleman  had 
thoroughly  misoonduoted  himself.  That 
report  was  made  to  &e  Lord  Ohanodkir ; 
and,  that  being  so,  one  would  suppose 
that  Mr.  Bolton  would  have  been  at 
onee  diBmissed  from  the  Public  Serrioe. 
He  was  not  dismissed,  however ;  he 
was  retained ;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? Why,  the  consequence  was 
uat  Mr.  Bolton,  who  at  that  time  was 
stated  by  the  Judge  to  have  got  into 
difficulties,  and  very  serious  diffioultieB, 
owing  to  riotous  living,  had  now  pre- 
sumably spent  more  than  he  possessed, 
and  had  mesented  a  Petition  in  Bank- 
ruptcy. It  was  said  on  the  one  side 
that  be  had  presented  it  himself,  and  on 
the  other  that  it  had  been  presented  by 
his  creditors;  but  that  was  not  the 
question.  The  question  was,  whether 
he  was  in  a  state  of  bankmptoy  or  not  f 
Mr.  Bolton  had  to  admit  himself  that  he 
was.  If,  therefore,  the  Committee  were 
to  vote  this  salary,  they  would  be  pre- 
senting a  Bill  of  Indemnity  to  Mr. 
Bolton.  Looking  at  the  fact  that  he 
was  Orown  Solicitor,  he  ought,  at  least, 
to  be  suspended  from  his  important 
duties  untU  the  question  of  bankruptcy 
was  decided  in  a  Oourt  of  Law.  The 
Seoretary  to  the  Treasury  told  them  that 
Mr.  Bolton  oould  not  be  suspended  until 
a  decision  was  come  to,  and  the  man  waa 
declared  a  bankrupt  in  the  Oourt.  But 
they  all  knew  how  proceedings  were  de- 
layed is  the  Baokruptoy  Opurt.  Th« 
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wooeedings  in  this  case  might  be  de- 
layed  for  fire  years. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  No,  no. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEBS:  They  may  be 
delayed  two  years. 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  The  eaUte  may 
be  in  course  of  winding  up  for  many 
years ;  the  settlement  of  the  assets  may 
occupy  a  considerable  period ;  but  the 
question  of  bankruptoy  may  be  tried  in 
a  few  weeks  and  settLed  in  a  few  months. 

Mb.  LABOUCKERE  :  Then,  are  we 
to  understand  that  during  these  few 
weeks  this  gentleman,  who  occupies  the 
position  of  Crown  Solicitor  in  Ireland, 
and  who,  by  his  own  admission,  is  a 
bankrupt,  will  not  be  snperaeded  P  I 
beliere  ne  ought  to  be. 

MB.J£SSEGOLIJNGSBaid,thathon. 
Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Ministerial)  aide 
of  the  House  were  put  in  a  connderable 
amount  of  difficulty  at  that  moment.  If 
these  ohar^  were  true — they  had  no 
means  of  judging  as  to  whether  they 
were  or  not;  but  fliey  were  eo  notorious, 
that  surely  the  Government  should  know 
whether  they  wwe  true  or  not — and  if 
they  were  txue,  what  were  they  asked 
to  do  ?  They  were  asked  to  Tote  £400 
to  this  gentleman ;  and  if,  as  he  said, 
the  <^atgeB  were  true  and  the  Vote  were 
passed,  it  would  be  one  of  a  most  im- 
moral character ;  and  certainly  Radical 
Members,  friends  of  the  Government 
though  they  were,  ought  not  to  permit 
themselves  to  be  dragged  through  the 
mire  as  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  to  a 
man  who  had  beea  guilty  of  such  con- 
duct A  man  who  bad  been  guilty  to 
only  half  the  extent  described  by  hon. 
Members  taking  part  in  that  debate 
ought  not  only  to  be  superaeded  now, 
but  he  ought  to  have  been  supmeded 
long  ago.  He  ought  to  have  been  super- 
seded in  1876.  He  did  hope  that  the 
Government  would  take  them  into  their 
confidence.  The  only  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  was  for  the  Government  to 
promise  now  that  Mr.  Bolton  should  be 
suspended— he  did  not  think,  on  grounds 
of  common  morality,  any  other  course 
was  open  to  them.  Suppose  a  report  of 
such  a  transaction  as  that  came  from 
America  or  some  other  country,  they 
would  take  it  as  an  example  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Government  of  such  wun- 
try;  and  he,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
common  respectability,  as  a  question  of 
vindicating  the  purity  of  the  adminia- 
tration  of  the  GfoTemmenti  asked  that 


someone  in  a  responsible  position  should 
now  give  a  promise  that  this  gentleman 
should  be  sasperaeded  until  the  result  <tf 
the  bankruptoy  proceedings  was  known. 
He  trusted  that  the  Government,  for 
the  sake  of  their  supporters  on  that  (tiie 
Ministerial)  side  of  the  House,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  Irish  M«nbfflrs,  would 
agree  to  that  course.  If  they  did  not, 
they  who  were  in  the  habit  of  hearing 
these  charges  brought  against  officials 
by  Irish  Members,  and  were  in  the 
habit  of  hearing  tbem  denied  by  the 
Treasury  Bench,  and  who  had  no  means, 
speaking  generally,  of  knowing  vhioh 
side  was  rig^t,  would  have  to  give  cre- 
dence to  the  oaae  submitted  by  the  Irish. 
Bepresentativea.  As  a  rale,  when  cases 
of  this  kind  came  np,  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty of  judging  wh^  aide  was  right, 
and  English  Members  were  Kfk  to  be- 
lieve in  the  Government  ease ;  bat  un* 
less  the  Government  acted  in  the  inte- 
rests of  decency  and  morality  in  this 
case,  for  the  future  English  Members 
would  be  apt  to  beHeve  there  was  an 
equal  amount  of  truth  in  all  the  charges 
brought  against  Irish  officials.  He 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  treat  this  as  a  se- 
rious matter,  and  would  give  the  desired 
pledge. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  OoUii^)  was 
not  in  the  House  when  he  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) had  made  his  statement  a  short 
time  ago.  He  must  apologise  to  bon. 
Members  who  were  present  at  the  time 
for  any  repetition  he  might  make ;  but 
he  woald  very  siuioittotly  state  what  his 
view  of  the  matter  was.  The  Vote  was 
for  the  Valuation  and  Boundary  Surr^, 
and  indlnded  an  item  lor  the  SoUeitor 
to  this  Department.  It  did  not  at  all 
follow,  by  sanctioning  this  Vote,  that 
this  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  would  go 
to  Mr.  Bolton.  The  que«ti<m  to  the  Go- 
vernment really  was  the  payment  of  the 
salary  to  the  Office,  and  the  money  might 
go  to  Mr.  Bolton's  successor.  He  ad- 
mitted that  that  in  itself  would  not  be  a 
sufficient  plea  for  asking  for  a  suspen- 
sion of  action  on  this  Vote ;  but  he  had 
put  two  other  circumstances  before  the 
Committee.  The  afiGurs  of  Mr.  Boltott 
were  now  really  before  two  Courts  of 
Law — one  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  and 
the  other  the  Court  of  Nisi  Frius,  before 
whioh  ttu  action  would  be  tried  to-mor- 
row. MaEeoverfMr.Bciton'siumiOw<HU4 
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00 me  before  the  Committee  again  in  re* 
ktion  to  the  Vote  for  Law  Charges.  It 
wDold  come  before  the  Oommittee  either 
at  the  end  of  this  week  or  the  beginning 
of  next ;  and  what  he  put  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  and  what  he  put,  with 
great  confidence,  to  the  Oommittee  now, 
was  that  they  should  this  Vote  pass, 
as  it  did  iu»t  imply  any  payment  to  Mr. 
B<^n,  but  mwely  a  payment  to  the 
office-holder,  whoerer  he  might  be.  The 
holder  of  the  office,  to  whom  the  money 
would  hare  to  be  paid,  nuj^t  not  news* 
sarily  be  Mr.  Bolton.  Mr.  Bolton  might 
be  Buperseded  or  dismissed,  and,  in  that 
case,  tbe  money  would  be  paid  to  his 
soecesaor.  The  mere  voting  of  this 
money  was  no  saaotion  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  of  the  retention  of  Mr. 
Bolton  in  the  Fablio  Serrice.  They 
would  have  an  opportucity  of  coosider- 
iug  this  qneatton,  as  he  pointed  out,  at 
the  end  of  this  week  or  the  beginning 
of  next,  when  the  Vote  for  Law  Chafes 
was  brought  forward,  and  when  Mr. 
Bolton's  salary  as  Grown  Solicitor  of 
Tipperaxy  was  proposed.  By  the  time 
that  Vote  was  reached  there  would,  at 
leaat,  hare  been  a  decision  given  in  the 
oaM  now  pending  in  the  Nisi  Prius 
Court. 

ICa.  HBALY  said,  he  most  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Gwtleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  was  altogether  beside  the  question. 
What  would  be  tried  in  the  Nisi  Prius 
Court  to-morrow  ?  Why,  the  issue  was 
this — William  O'Brien  had  made  a  series 
of  charges  against  Qeorge  Bolton.  He 
had  said  to  him — "You  areathief;  you 
are  a  foiver ;  you  are  a  swindler ;  you 
are  an  adulterer."  Mr.  Bolton  says — 
'*  Tou  hare  coupled  me  with  tiie  name 
of  French  and  Cornwall,  and  that  is 
tantamount  to  an  accusation  of  being 
gail^  of  unnatural  offences ;  '*  there- 
fore, the  question  to  be  tried  to-morrow 
was  not  wlMther  Mr.  Bolton  was  a  thief, 
a  swindler,  and  so  <m,  but  whether  his 
muae  being  ooapled  with  those  of  French 
and  Oomwall  meant,  in  addition  to  his 
oilier  orimes,  that  he  was  guilty  of  un- 
natoral  o&nces.  That  was  the  only 
iasae  that  would  be  submitted  to  a 
jury  to-morrow.  He  (Mr.  Healy)  was 
BurpxiBed  to  see  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  attempting  to  pngudice  the 
minds  of  English  Gentlemen,  who  could 
not  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  mat- 
ter OB         tiie  Irish  Members,  by  a 


miserable  shift  of  this  kind.  They  were 
told  it  was  not  certain  that  Mr.  Bolton's 
Petition  had  been  presented  by  him. 

Mb.  COTIRTNET  :  The  question  does 
not  turn  on  that. 

Mb.  healy  said,  what  did  the  Chief 
Secretary  answer  when  he  had  put  the 
matter  to  htm  ?  Why,  that  the  CoTem- 
ment  had  drivm  Bolton  into  bankniptoy. 
So  that  it  was  the  Qoremment  who  had 
comp^ed  htm  to  urange  a  settlement 
with  his  creditors ;  and  ttiere  being  no 
other  way  of  arrangement,  he  had  taken 
refage  in  bankruptcy.  He  (Mr.  Healy) 
wonld  warn  the  Government  of  this. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  brought  upon 
himself  grave  censure  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  winked  at  the  delay  in 
bringing  the  case  of  French  to  an  issue ; 
the  evidence  had  turned  out  to  be  of  a 
terrible  character ;  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  known  what  that  evi-* 
dence  was,  he  would  not  have  made  the 
bold  statement  he  did  in  reply  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's 
County  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor).  What 
was  the  case  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  now  ?  Why,  his  position  was 
this — that  George  Bolton  might  Buoceed> 
before  a  jury  of  Orangemen,  in  securing 
a  verdict  for  £30,000  against  William 
O'Brien.  That  would  be  accepted  by 
his  creditors,  and  then  there  would  bo 
no  bankniptcy  at  all.  They  had  had 
the  expenence  of  the  Cornwall  and 
French  case.  The  Government  would 
not  suspend  or  dismiss  these  officials, 
and  they  would  not  allow  a  discussion^ 
because  there  was  a  libel  action  pending, 
and  because  they  said  it  would  prejudice 
the  case  ;  but,  in  spite  of  that,  a  Jury  of 
Dublin,  on  which  there  were  five  Orange- 
men, had  found  it  impossible  to  go  be- 
yond the  facts,  and  had  been  obliged  to 
give  a  verdict  for  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien).  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  now  placed 
himself  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary with  regard  to  Cornwall  and 
Frmch.  He  said—"  I  have  the  assnr- 
anee  of  Judge  Walsh  that  the  defmdant 
has  a  good  case— wait  till  he  has  had  his 
'  poux^  <A  flesh' — ^wait  until  the  Orange 
jiuy  has  given  him  £30,000,  and  there 
will  then  be  no  neoeeuty  for  Bolton  to 
go  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court."  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was  making  himself  to 
that  extent  an  aooomplice  of  George 
Bolton,  because,  by  tusistittg  upon  t^ 
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Vote  ia  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
face  of  a  Belfast  jury,  who  would  be  only 
too  willing  to  take  a  wink  from  hon. 
Qentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  he 
would  be  practically  giving  a  vote  of 
whitewash  to  George  Bolton.  They  were 
supposed  in  that  House  of  Commons  to 
be  all  honourable  men.  Some  people 
said  they  were  not — he  was  not  referring 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite ;  but  it  was 
said  that  hon.  Members  on  those  (the 
Irish)  Benches  were  not  honourable  men. 
But  the  Belfast  jury  would  say — "  Are 
we  to  sui^ose  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, oomposed  of  the  first  Gentlemen 
in  England,  knowing  the  character  of 
Hr.  ]»>lton — are  to  to  su^ose  that, 
though  it  is  Bud  this  man  is  stamped 
with  the  brand  of  infamy,  the  House  of 
Commons,  having  able  debaters  amongst 
them,  and  having  discussed  this  ques- 
tion,  would  have  passed  this  Tote  unless 
they  knew  this  man  was  maligned  by 
these  Nationalists  ?  "  What  stand  had 
the  Government  to  take  ?  The  Prime 
Minister  had  rebuked  him  (Mr.  Healy) 
last  year  for  what  he  had  said  on  a  Vote 
somewhat  similar  to  this.  He  had  said, 
with  regard  to  Crown  prosecutions  in  Ire- 
land, that  it  was  a  great  misfortune  that 
the  Government  cotud  get  no  one  to  give 
evidence  for  them,  except  persons  of  a 
discreditable  character.  The  Prime  Mi- 
nister had  declared  that  he  was  very 
wrong  in  pointing  that  out,  as  he  ought 
to  have  known  that  no  one  would  think 
of  demdingoaseson  theevidenoeof  people 
of  disreputable  character.  But  what  were 
they  to  think  when  the  very  founts  of 
jnstioe  were  poisoned  by  such  scoundrels 
as  Bolton?  The  Government  wanted 
Irish  Members  to  admire  their  adminis- 
tration, and  to  proclaim  themselves  at 
one  with  them,  and  yet,  from  their  De- 
tective Director  and  Post  Office  Secre- 
tary, down  to  George  Bolton  the  Crown 
Souoitor,  they  chose  the  most  infamous 
scoundrelsaud  rascals  they  could  laytheir 
hands  on  for  the  transaction  of  official 
business  in  Ireland.  They  had  divided 
on  this  Vote  last  year.  The  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  got  no  satisfaction  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite ;  but  he  was  glad  to 
think  that,  after  all,  the  words  of  the 
Irish  Members  had  not  been  wasted.  It 
was  consoling  to  them  to  know  that  even 
now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  the  con- 
sciences of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  stricken.  The  Irish  Members  had 
■pmt  many  an.  hour  .in  vain  in  urging 


these  cases  on  the  attention  of  the  House. 
They  had  not,  in  the  past,  obtained  a 
single  vote  in  support  of  their  proposals ; 
but  even  water  wore  away  stones,  and 
at  last  the  Irish  Members  had  succeeded 
in  making  some  impression  on  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  hon.  G^entlemen  op- 
posite. When  the  Government's  own 
followers  began  to  repudiate  and  beeome 
ashamed  of  the  officials  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  time  for  the  Adminislara- 
tion  to  take  warning.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  told  f^em  that  the  name 
of  this  man  Bolton  would  come  up  again. 
Yes,  it  would  come  up  again  and  again, 
because  there  was  scarcely  a  penny  of 
money  voted  in  the  Irish  Departments 
but  George  Bolton  had  a  finger  in  the 
pie ;  he  was  a  pluralist  of  the  most  alarm- 
ing desoription.  There  was  an  item 
for  him  in  the  Vote  under  discussion ; 
he  was  Crown  Prosecutor  for  the  county 
of  Tipperary  ;  he  was  Under  Crown  Pro- 
secutor for  the  county  of  Dublin — wher- 
ever there  was  a  dirty  job  to  be  done  in 
Ireland,  George  Bolton  was  there  to  do 
it.  Probably,  that  was  on  the  prin- 
ciple that,  wherever  dirty  work  was  to 
be  done  they  should  have  a  dirty  man 
to  do  it.  But,  however  that  was,  sucli 
was  the  fact.  Was  it  possible  that  the 
Government  of  Ireland,  the  British  Go- 
vernment, the  Government  of  the  Queen 
had  sunk  so  low  that  they  could  not  get 
a  decent  man  connected  with  any  other 
Irish  Department  ?  Was  that  their  posi- 
tion? Was  Irish  official  nature  abso- 
lutely fallen  so  low  that  out  of  the  mul- 
titude of  West  Britons  in  the  country 
they  could  not  get  one  single  man  witb  a 
decent,  honest,  and  sweet  reputation? 
Was  that  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  if  it  were,  why  were  hon. 
Members  obliged  to  make  these  refer- 
ences ?  Ought  they  not  rather  to  be 
delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
clearing  out  their  nest  of  vipers  which 
was  looked  upon  with  the  deepest  hatred 
in  the  country — that  nest  of  vipere  which 
had  stung  the  people  to  madness,  and 
who,  to  a  large  extent,  were  responsible 
for  the  way  in  which  the  Government 
was  regarded  in  Ireland?  What  was 
the  last  act  they  had  beard  of  in  connec- 
tion with  these  men  ?  Why,  an  unfor- 
tunate creature  who  had  been  driven  to 
accept  the  position  of  informer  had  ab- 
solutely hanged  himself,  through  re- 
morse, in  his  cell.  That  unhappy  oc- 
currence had  taken  plaoe  imnMoiateljr 
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after  Bolton's  visit  to  Mm;  like  Judaa, 
immediately  the  man  had  betrayed  his 
friend,  he  hanged  himself.  This  man 
Bolton  meat  round  prosecuting  his  dark 
designs,  setting  father  against  son,  and 
husband  against  wife  ;  arresting  whole 
families,  playing  upon  the  remorse  of 
human  nature  and  the  ties  of  family  affec- 
tion. He  went  like  a  serpent  from  one 
person  to  another,  getting  up  cases, 
oaring  nothing  so  long  as  he  pocketed 
tiie  blood-money.  By  retaining  such  a 
man  in  the  Service,  they  were  putting  a 
premium  on  crime,  they  were  rewarding 
uie  man  whose  interest  it  was  to  keep  up 
the  harvest  of  crime  in  Ireland.  So 
loDg  as  it  was  profitable  to  a  man  like 
Bolton  to  have  eriminal  trials  bo  long 
would  these  oiiminal  trials  ooqtinne. 
George  Bolton  made  money  out  of  them. 
It  was  aa  much  a  portion  u  his  toade  to 
obtain  this  blood*  money  as  it  was  of  any 
honest  handycraftsman  to  obtain  a  day's 
work.  Crime !  Bolton  gloated  over  it, 
delighted  in  it.  When  the  country  was 
happy,  George  Bolton  was  miserable ; 
when  the  countty  was  criminal,  Geoi^e 
Bolton  was  delighted.  That  was  the  man 
the  Government  employed;  that  was 
the  person  who  swindled  his  creditors 
out  of  £90,000,  who  was  condemned  by 
an  English  Judge  as  a  ruffian  and  as  a 
person  who  ought  not  to  be  continued 
u  anyPublio  Department — that  was  the 
man  whom  an  Eoglish  Judge  had  re- 
commended to  be  struck  off  the  rolls. 
And  yet  for  that  man  the  Government 
asked  them  not  only  to  vote  this  £400, 
bat  to  oome  down  some  days  later  and 
Tote  him  some  fnrtiier  hundreds.  He 
was  not  surprised  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  fled  from  the  Treasuiy  Bench ; 
it  was  convenient  for  him  to  leave  this 
case  to  Gentlemen  who  knew  less  about 
George  Bolton  than  he  did.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  already  burned  his 
fingers  in  defending  Cornwall  and 
French.  He  (Mr.  Healy)  ventured  to 
say  that  the  next  time  an  Irish  official 
was  attacked  in  that  House  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be  so  keen 
to  come  forward  in  his  defence.  Not 
a  angle  representation  that  the  Irish 
Uanoers  had  made  had  ever  received 
the  slightest  attention  from  the  Govern- 
ment. They  had  pointed  out  again  and 
again  the  state  of  oorruption  in  which 
DabUn  Castle  waa  steeped ;  but  it  was 
snne  Batiafaction  to  them  to  know  that 
^glidi  Ba^colfl  at  last  had  had  thov 


oonsciMiees  touched,  and  whatever  the 
Government  thought  about  it,  they  and 
their  constituencies  would  support  the 
Irish  Members  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  said,  no  man  in 
that  House  disliked  despotio  government 
more  inveterately  than  the  humble  Mem- 
ber who  now  addressed  them,  yet  the 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland  who  sat  near 
him  must  forgive  him  if  he  asked  them 
for  a  moment  to  consider  whether  they 
had  not  contributed  tothestateof  thiugs 
in  Ireland  which  had  compelled  Farlia* 
ment  to  supersede  the  operation  of  liie 
Common  Law  by  investing  the  autho- 
rities in  Ireland  with  despotio  ^Ktwer, 
one  instrument  of  which  was  this  Ur. 
Bolton,  the  Public  l^secator,  whose 
character  and  conduct  those  hon.  Mem- 
ben  had  vied  with  each  other  in  paint- 
ing in  the  blackest  colours  ?  It  was, 
indeed,  a  pretty  pass,  according  to  their 
version,  to  which  they  bad  brought 
matters  in  Ireland.  Bad  as  the  state  of 
things  might  hare  been  and  might  be, 
he  (Mr.  Newdegate),  who  had  often  been 
accused  of  supporting  too  severe  laws 
for  Ireland,  preferred  the  government 
by  law  to  the  abuses  of  despotic  power, 
whioh  he,  in  common  with  the  hon. 
Members  near  him,  deprecated.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Bolton,  however,  involving 
matters  touching  his  character,  was 
before  two  Courts  of  Law.  Both  oases 
were  now  pending ;  and  if  there  was  one 
thing  more  than  another,  in  defence 
of  government  by  law,  that  he  (Mr. 
Newdegate)  held  to  be  essential,  it  was 
abstinence  from  interferenee  or  inter- 
ception on  the  part  of  that  House  in 
cases  pending  before  the  Courts  of  Law. 
It  was  upon  that  broad  principle  that  he 
(Mr.  Newdegate),  without  expressing 
any  opinion  upon  the  character  or  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Bolton,  would  vote 
against  the  Amendment  before  the  Ofna- 
mittee. 

Thb  SOLIOITOB  general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkbe)  said,  he  did 
not  expect  that  any  discussion  on  this 
matter  would  have  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  particular  Yote  before 
them.  The  Committee  had  been  in- 
formed, and  was  thoroughly  well  aware, 
that  this  £400  which  appeared  now  in 
the  Estimates  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  Mr.  Bolton's  position  as  Crown 
Solicitor,  but  was  merehrthe  salary  of 
the  Solicitw  to  the  valuation  and 
Botmdary  Survey       IraUuid.  Hon 
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Ifembers  muBt  not  take  faim  as  oom- 
pUuning  of  this  discussion,  but  merely 
M  pointing  out  tlmt  if  the  discussion  had 
taken  place  at  all,  it  vould  be  much  more 
oonvement  that  it  should  occur  on  a  Vote 
Thich  was  to  be  proposed — namely,  tiie 
Irish  Law  Oharges.  In  this  matter  they 
were  dealing  with  a  public  servant  who 
bad  been  S3  years  in  the  Public  Service. 
Mr.  Bolton  had  entered  the  Public  Ser- 
vice in  1852,  and  since  that  time  he  had 
dischaiged  his  duties  satisfactorily ;  and 
he  (the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland) 
was  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
against  him  in  his  capacity  as  public 
servant. 

Mb.  AETHUR  (yCONNOE :  Is  there 
nothing  against  him  as  a  solicitor  ? 

Thb  SOUOITOR  general  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waz.eeb)  said,  he  only 
wanted  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  two 
Bubgeots  referred  to.  They  had  two 
matters  to  consider^ — one  was  the  Vote 
which  was  asked  for,  and  the  other  was 
what  was  the  effiset  of  that  Vote.  The 
passing  of  tiiis  Tote  did  not  put  £400 
into  the  pooket  of  Hx.  Bolton ;  but  the 
refusal  «  it  would  do  this — it  would 
condemn  him  before  an  opportunity  had 
been  given  for  the  case  now  pending 
before  the  Court  at  Belfast  to  be  tried. 
If  the  Vote  were  refused  by  that  House, 
it  would  amount  to-^— 

Mb.  HEALY  :  Why  do  not  you  post- 
IKme  it? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkeb)  said,  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Vote  would  amount  to  a 
oondemnation  by  the  House  of  Commons 
of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bolton  before  two 
actions  now  pending  before  legal  tri- 
bunals relating  to  that  conduct  were 
tried.  What  were  the  charges  made 
against  Mr.  Bolton?  Why,  one  of 
them,  as  had  been  stated  by  an  hon. 
Uember  opposite^  was  so  old  that  it 
dated  back  to  1876.  Its  nature,  which 
had  been  glaaoed  at  by  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers, was  this.  It  was  alleged  that  Mr. 
Bolton,  being  a  solicitor,  Iwd  prepared 
his  wife's  marriage  settlement,  which 
was  a  thing  no  solicitor  should  do.  If 
Mr.  Bolton  did  that,  and  if  the  settle- 
ment so  prepared  departed  from  the 
rules  which  ought  to  have  characterized 
it,  it  would  follow  that  the  settlement 
would  be  altered  and  plooedin  the  proper 
form.  That  question  had  come  before 
an  English  Court;  and  the  English 
Oourt,  «  it  was  bound  to  do,  ha^  he 

Th9  SoUcitor  OM^alfor  ^tknd 


should  say,  set  aside  that  settlement. 
Well,  what  followed?  The  charge 
brought  against  Mr.  Bolton  was  inves- 
tigated by  the  late  Government  in  a  most 
carefkil  and  anzions  manner,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  then  Lord  Obaneellor, 
and  the  Law  OSLe&n  of  the  Crown, 
was  that,  as  Mr.  Bolton's  case  had  not 
been  heard,  and  as  it  involved  equitable 
considerations,  they  could  not  oome  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  were  grounds 
on  which  they  could  dismiss  hua,  and 
year  after  year  since  that  period  his 
salary  had  been  put  in  the  Estimates, 
and  the  Vote  had  been  passed.  Was  it 
reasonable,  or  was  it  fair,  now  to  ask  the 
Committee,  in  regard  to  a  transaction 
which  had  taken  place  so  many  years 
ago,  that  a  Government  succeeding  the 
Cfovemment  which  had  inquired  into  the 
subject  should  reverse  the  decision  of  its 
Predecessor  ?  That  -would  be  an  alto- 
gether unprecedented  act,  and  an  act  of 
great  nnfiumess.  Further,  what  position 
were  they  now  in  with  r^ard  to  Mr. 
Bolton's  alleged  Bankrupt^  Petition  ? 
Let  him  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
position  that  Petition  was  in.  This  was 
not  a  bankruptcy  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  term.  It  was  a  Petition — whether 
by  himself  or  not  he  (the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland)  did  not  care. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD:  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  was  the  Petition  pre- 
sented by  himself  f 

Thb  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkbb)  eaid,  that  if 
he  could  answer  that  question  he  would ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  did  not  know. 
Assuming,  however,  that  he  did  present 
it  himself,  he  (the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland)  did  not  think  it  would  make 
much  difference.  The  case  stood  in  this 
way.  Mr.  Bolton,  at  a  period  when  he, 
like  other  men,  did  not  anticipate  a  fall 
in  the  price  of  land  in  Ireland,  made 
large  purdiases  of  land,  and  gave  a 
mortgage  on  the  properly  which  he  had 
so  bought.  These  mortgages  amounted 
to  £50,000,  or  thereabouts.  They  were 
debts,  no  doubt,  in  the  legal  sense  of 
the  term — every  mortgage  was  a  debt ; 
but  if  it  were  argued  that  they  were 
debts  in  the  moral  sense  of  the  term — 
namely,  debts  which  ought  to  be  held  as 
justifying  the  Court  in  oondemning  him 
for  being  a  bankrupt — that  would  raise 
a  very  large  question.  Mr.  Bolton  was 
in  debt  to  the  extent  of  £80,000  or 
£90,000,  as  he  himself  estimated,  d 
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which  some  £50,000  were  secured. 
Under  these  (nrcnmstanceB,  he  brought 
a  Petition  for  arrangemeot,  stated  the 
debts,  and  showed  the  condition  of  his 
j^psrtj.  No  doubt,  there  were  un- 
secured  debts. 

Mr.  KEALY  :  What  are  thev? 

Thb  80LI0IT0E  GENERAL  toe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walebe)  said,  he  had 
the  Burplos  of  bis  landed  property,  and 
alw>  his  salary,  erory  farthing  of  which 
oonld  be  taken,  and  not  Id.  paid  to  him- 
self ;  and  it  was  said  that,  under  these 
oSroamstances,  when  the  matter  stood  in 
that  way  that  he  was  guilty  of  such 
gioas  missondoot  in  making  that  ar- 
rangemeDt  that  the  House  ought  to  oon- 
dwut  him  before  his  Petition  washeud. 
He  was  spoaking  in  the  hearing  of  many 
Hembers  who  knew  what  bankruptcy 
proceedings  were.  If  it  should  torn  out 
m  the  course  of  the  proceedings  that 
Mr.  Bolton  had  been  guilty  of  fraud  or 
misconduct,  the  Petition  might  be  at 
OBoe  turned  into  a  baakruptoy.  The 
fullest  power  was  vested  in  the  Court, 
and  the  bankruptcy  could  be  declared  in 
the  course  of  a  week — ^there  was  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  a  moment's 
delay.  Well,  the  Bankruptcy  Court, 
hiLTing  cognizance  of  the  whole  facts, 
would  decide  the  question  of  the  bank- 
niptcry,  and  say  whether  or  not  Mr. 
BMton  had  been  guilty  of  &aud ;  but  if 
the  House  passed  a  vote  refusing  Mr. 
BoUon's  salary,  would  not  that  be  vir- 
toally  telling  the  Judge  that  he  was 
bound  by  the  doolaration  of  the  House 
of  Cammons  to  say  that  Ur.  Boltcm  was 
a  bankrupt?  ["No,ino!"]  Yea;  he 
maigtained  that  it  would.  The  mere 
Buspenaion  of  this  Tote  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  prejudidng  the  mind 
of  a  Judge  against  the  Petitioner.  This 
Tote  did  not  giro  any  money  to  Mr. 
Bolttm ;  but  the  efieot  of  refusing  it 
would  be  to  pass  on  Mr.  Bolton  a  con- 
dMBiiation  before  the  proper  period  Had 
arrired.  ThOT  were  told,  and  they  be- 
lieved it  was  me  fact,  that  to-morrow  an 
inTeetigatioa  was  to  take  place  before 
another  Legal  Court  as  to  Mr.  Bolton's 
conduct.  ^ 

]£b.  HEALT;  On  anotiier  issue  alto- 
gether. 

The  SOLICITOR  GBNEBAL  foe 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Wai.eke)  said,  that 
dia^M  had  been  made  against  Mr. 
B(dtCHi>  not  only  of  oomplioi^  in  terrible 
oflnues,  bnt  alao  oonpled  with  that— or. 


as  Ifr.  Bolton's  accuser  pnt  it—"  We 
do  not  charge  him  with  that,  we  charge 
him  with  being  a  foi^r,  a  swindler,  a 
defrauder  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood." 

Mr.  HEALY  :  He  did  not  deny  that. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waives)  asked  whe- 
ther anyone  would  tell  him  that,  if  this 
case  were  investigated  before  a  jury, 
this  very  charge  against  Mr.  Bolton 
would  not  be  ^one  into  T  The  man's 
whole  life  and  his  whole  character,  every 
act  of  his  career  since  he  entered  the 
Public  Service,  would  become  public 
property,  and  would  be  for  a  jury  to  de- 
cide upon.  If  the  Cbmmittee  took  the 
action  proposed  by  hon.  M«nber8  oppo- 
site, it  would  prejudice  the  action  cul  a 
Court  of  Law — it  would  have  taken  over 
a  function  that  only  a  jury  should  exer- 
oise.  He  (the  SoUoitor  Qeneral  for  Ire- 
land) did  not  desire  now — he  thought  it 
would  be  unreasonable — that  they  should 
go  into  these  matters  while  a  trial  was 
pending  affecting  a  man's  most  solemn 
interests ;  that'  was  to  say,  affecting  a 
man's  life  and  character.  What  he  (the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland)  asked  the 
Committee  to  do  was  to  pass  this  Tote 
without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to 
Mr.  Bolton's  conduct. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down  that  it 
would  be  moat  unfair  and  most  unjust 
for  the  Committee  to  condemn  Mr. 
Bolton  on  either  one  or  the  other  of  the 
issues ;  but  what  he  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
objected  to  was  that  they  slu>uld  acquit 
him  on  either  of  the  issues.  JThere  were 
two  questiima  sub  judiee — first,  whether 
Mr.  Bolton's  bankruptcy,  or  his  finandal 
embarrassments,  were  such  as  to  dis- 
entitle him  to  remain  in  the  Service 
of  the  Government  ;  and,  secondly, 
the  more  serious  question  as  to  lui 
moral  oharacter,|which  was  coming  on 
for  trial  to-morrow.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler)  objected  to  be  called 
upon  to  say  whether  Mr.  Bolton  was 
guilty  or  innocent.  They  had  no  facts 
before  them.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  man  was  a  saint  or  a  sinner;  but 
what  he  did  say  was,  that  if  the  House 
of  Commons,  after  this  discussion,  voted 
£400  towards  Mr.  Bolton's  salary,  the 
House  would  be  expressing  an  opinion 
that  Mr.  Bolton  was  innocent  of  these 
duwges,  and  tiiat  he  ought  to  be  re* 
tained  in  the  PubUo  Service.  If  th^ 
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did  stich  a  thing  as  that  tfacty  would  be 
putting  themswret  in  an  entirely  false 
IKMitioa.  He  certainly  regretted  the  at- 
titude the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
taken  up,  both  last  night  and  to-night, 
on  these  two  unfortunate  Votes,  wiu  a 
view  of  compelling  them  to  come  to  a 
decision  while  these  matters  were  pend- 
ing. The  course  adopted  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  not  facilitated 
the  despatch  of  Public  Business.  The 
Yote  which  they  had  discussed  last  night 
was  again  to  be  discussed  on  Eeport, 
and  to-day  they  had  spent  four  hours  in 
the  discussion  without  having  made  any 
progress.  He  objected  very  strongly  to 
the  Oonstitutional  theory  which  the  hon. 
Member  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  laid  down — namely,  that  the  House 
of  Oommons  must  not  object  to  vote  the 
salary  of  an  official  because  it  was  pos- 
sible that  the  Executive  QoTemment  of 
the  day  might  dismiss  him  after  his 
salaiT  had  been  voted.  That  would 
aim^  mean  ousting  tlie  jurisdiction  of 
the  House  of  Commons  altogether.  The 
House  of  Oommons  had  a  right  to  de- 
clare itself  a  Oourt  of  Appeal,  and  they 
had  a  perfect  right  to  say — "  This  is  not 
a  man  who  should  belong  to  the  Public 
Service."  It  was  simply  hair-splitting 
to  say  that  the  money  voted  was  not  for 
the  man  actually  in  office  at  the  time. 
He  now  repeated,  in  presence  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  what  lie  had  already 
stated  as  to  the  growing  distrust  of 
the  administration  of  affairs  in  Dublin 
Castle,  He  was  satisfied  that  com- 
plaints BO  constantly  made  must  erelong 
form  tiie  subject  of  a  most  searching 
and  vigorous  inquiry.  In  conclusion,  he 
wished  merely  to  say  that  he  expressed 
no  opinion  as  to  this  man's  acts,  but  he 
would  not  vote  that  he  was  innocent. 

Me.  BE0ADHTJB8T  said,  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  Qovemment,  as  one  who 
had  voted  steadily  with  them  through- 
out on  Irish  affairs,  to  make  some  saus- 
faotcffy  statement  to  the  Committee  that 
would  enable  that  (the  Badical)  portion 
of  the  House  at  least  to  nve  a  vote  in 
their  support,  if  possible.  He  had  heard 
the  statoments  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
had  heard  the  speeches  from  the  Trea- 
sury Bench — both  the  speeches  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland— and  he  was 
prepared  to  say  that,  in  his  mind,  there 
waa  not  one  eentenoe  in  either  of  fhose 

Mr,  S.  S.  Fmcler 


statementfl  that  at  all  relieved  them  from 
the  very  grave  responsibility  in  voting 
any  money  for  the  salary  of  a  person 
about  whom  it  was  posoible  for  suoh 
statements  to  be  made,  when  he  waa 
holding  each  an  important  posidon  as 
that  of  Crown  Prosecutor  in  Ireland. 
Surely  a  legal  officer,  occupying  such  an 
important  post  as  that  occupied  by  Mr. 
Bolton  in  Ireland,  should  be  altogether 
above  suspicion ;  and  he  (Mr.  Broad- 
hurst),  for  one,  should  certainly  vote 
with  the  Irish  Members  on  that  occasion 
if  they  went  to  a  Division,  unless  some 
promise  weu  made  by  the  Government 
to  suspend  the  Vote  until  inquiries  could 
be  made. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  said,  the  speeches 
he  had  heard  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
had  now  convinced  him  that  he  ought  not 
to  vote  for  the  proposed  reduction.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  in 
thinking  that  if  he  did  vote  for  the 
salary  of  Mr.  Bolton,  it  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  voting  a  sentence  of  acquittal ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  in  view  of  what 
had  been  said,  and  in  view  of  all  that 
waa  notorious  in  this  case,  though  he 
certainly  could  not  vote  for  tiie  pay- 
ment of  the  money,  he  did  not  see  why 
the  Vote  shoidd  not  be  postponed.  No 
good  argument,  or  reason,  or  statement 
had  been  advanced  to  show  why  the  Vote 
should  not  be  postponed.  He  urged 
that  course  as  the  reasonable  solution  of 
the  present  difficulty;  but,  for  one,  if 
compelled  to  vote,  he  should  be  obliged 
to  vote  against  the  payment  of  tiiia 
salary. 

Sib  HENBY  HOLLAND  desired  to 
state  why  he  should  support  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote.  He  should  do  so  as  a 
protest  against  the  refusal  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  postpone  the  Vote  as  re- 

g nested,  andhe  thought  on  good  grounds, 
y  the  Irish  Hembwa  beww  &e  Qang- 
yttkj.  He  did  not  offer  any  opinion  as 
to  the  character  or  proceedings  of  Mr. 
Bolton.  He  considorad  that  it  would  be 
most  improper  to  do  so  while  these 
questions  were  before  the  Courts  of  Law. 
But  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
proposed  postponement  of  this  Vote 
could  be  taken  in  any  way  to  prejudice 
Mr.  Bolton  in  those  proceedings.  The 
Committee  had  been  informed  by  the 
hon.  andj  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  that  these  cases  would  be  heard 
in  a  few  days;  indeed,  he  gathered  that 
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one  case  mieht  possiblj  be  heard  to- 
morrow, ana  he  could  not  understand 
why  the  QoTemment  in  these  oiioum- 
stanees  should  not  postpone  this  Vote 
for  a  short  time. 

Hb.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  with  great 
relnctance  that  I  approach  a  question  of 
tSiis  kind,  in  which  1  do  not  feel  myself 
well  qualified  to  give  a  judgment,  and 
in  regard  to  which  I  have  some  difficulty 
in  ascertaining,  from  the  speeches  of 
hon.  Gendemen  below  the  Gangway  on 
Ae  opposite  side  of  the  House,  what  is 
the  precise  ground  on  which  they  desire 
fiiis  Vote  to  be  refused  or  to  be  post- 
mmed — I  am  not  qnite  sure  what  their 
desire  is. 

Mb.  HEALY:  That  it  should  be 
postponed. 

Mfi.  GLADSTONE :  Techoically,  they 
desire  to  postpone  it.  I  have  heard  the 
apeechee,  which  undoubtedly  partook, 
as  it  appeared  to  me,  of  a  warmth  {that 
ought  not  to  be  imported  into  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  which  is  most  strictly  judi- 
cial in  its  character.  I  assure  Gentle- 
men on  that  side  of  the  House  that, 
howerer  I  may  differ  from  them  on 
many  important  matters,  any  allegation 
of  foct  miade  by  them  is  entitled  at  my 
hands,  and  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  ^eeisely  the  same  attention  as 
if  it  proceeded  from  persons  in  entire 
acctnd  with  us ;  but  in  this  case  I  have 
much  difficulty  in  determming  what  is 
the  exact  ground  on  which  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  demand  the  postponement 
of  this  Tote.  For  exam^e,  there  was 
great  excitement  in  that  part  of  the 
House  when  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  referred  to  the  transactions 
which  occurred  in  1876,  and  when  pre- 
sumptions were  raised  of  a  character 
most  adverse  to  Mr.  Bolton ;  and,  un- 
doubtedly, the  plain  meaning  of  the 
various  manifestations  from  that  quarter 
of  the  House  is  that  those  transactions 

the  year  1876  of  themselves  coneti- 
tuted  a  reason  why  this  Vote  should  be 
withheld. 

Ma.  HEALT :  There  was  another 
Judgment  in  1882  to  which  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  did  not  allude  at  all. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  dealing 
with  tike  Judgment  of  1876.  My  know- 
ledge of  this  case  is  confined  to  what  I 
have  heard  on  the  present  occanon ;  I 
am  dealing  with  the  indications  of  opi- 
nion from  many  Gentlemen  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  House.   I  eay  it  is  quite 
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impossible  for  this  House,  consistently 
with  its  own  character,  to  go  against 
Mr.  Bolton  in  respect  of  the  tranesM^ions 
of  1876.  It  is  not  merely  because 
those  transactions  were  examined  by  the 
Executive  GoTemment — whether  the 
late  Government  or  this  Government, 
makes  no  matter — I  pay  the  same  re- 
spect to  their  examinations  as  to  our 
own.  The  House,  I  admit,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  I  think,  very  justly  said,  is  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  boimd  to  respect 
the  acquittal  which  this  Govemmwt  or 
that  Government  may  have  pronounced; 
bat  in  this  instance  the  time  for  consi- 
dering that  question  has  passed  by.  It 
is  plam  that  if  the  House  had  chosen, 
after  the  investigation  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, to  withhold  the  salary  of  Mr. 
Bolton,  it  was  entitled  to  do  so.  It  did 
not  do  so,  therefore  that  matter  cannot 
be  stirred.  The  House  has  committed 
itself  on  that  subject  by  repeated  acts 
of  voting  this  salary ;  and  even  allow- 
ing, though  I  am  not  qualified  to  give 
an  opinion,  that  it  might  have  been  a 
righteous  thing  to  reverse  the  decision 
of  the  late  Government,  yet  it  would  be 
most  unrighteous  to  stir  any  question 
on  that  matter  now.  Therefore,  I  must 
eay  to  hon.  Gentlemen  that  I  would  give 
greater  weight  to  what  they  say  on  this 
ease,  if  it  did  not  appear  to  me  they 
were  carried  away  by  a  kind  of  feeling 
with  which  most  Members  must  have 
some  sympathy,  so  that  the  balance  of 
the  judicial  faculty  was  in  their  minds 
considerably  disturbed.  Well,  now,  Sir, 
I  have  heard,  I  am  bound  to  say,  three 
speeches  with  regard  to  which  those 
observations  of  mine  could  have  no  ap- 
plication whatever — the  speeches  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler),  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke-on-Trent  (Mr.  Broadhurst),  and 
the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  Henry 
HoUand). 

Mr.  SEXTON :  And  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber behind  the  Treasury  Bench  (Mr. 
WUliamson). 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Quite  so.  But 
he  did  not  adduce  any  arguments  upon 
the  subject.  He  stated  an  opinion,  as 
he  was  qualified  to  do,  and  I  meant  no 
reproach  by  not  mentioning  him.  I 
take  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  op- 
posite (Sir  Henry  Holland).  I  am  quite 
satisfied  he  approaches  this  question  in 
a  perfectly  judicial  spirit,  m  that  hi« 
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jadgmdnt  carries  weight.  I  wish  to 
test  it,  however,  and  ascertain  whether 
he  is  right.  What  he  says  is,  if  I 
understand  him,  that  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  the  resnlt  of  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings now  pending  in  Ireland  may 
be  unfarourable  to  Mr.  Bolton. 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND:  Not  quit© 
BO.  lezpressednosuohopinion.  lunder- 
Btood  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral to  that  those  proceedings  might 
be  takinff  place  now,  and  I  stated  that 
I  woula  aay  nothing  favourable  or 
unfiiTonrable  to  Mr.  Bolton,  but  would 
postpone  the  Vote,  as  those  proceedings 
were  now  about  to  take  place. 

Mb.  GIADSTONE  :  1  am  glad  to  re- 
ceive the  explanattoD,  because  I  must 
vary  what  I  was  going  to  say.  There 
are  two  questions  before  us,  and  I  pre- 
sume this  discussion  has  reference  prin- 
cipally to  the  action  which  is  to  come  on 
to-morrow.  The  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  is  aware  that  there  are  two 
coses  before  us,  one  of  them  the  case  in 
which  Mr.  Bolton  has  brought  an  action 
in  vindication  of  his  own  character,  the 
other  the  case  in  which  a  Petition  has 
been  presented  to  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy, and  apparently,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  the  Petition  is  stated  to  be 
Mr.  Bolton's  own.  I  must  consider  the 
two  cases  apart,  and  I  must  first  take 
the  case  of  the  charge  which  is  to  be 
tried  to-morrow ;  and  I  think  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  that  case  principally  in  his 
mind.  Now,  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  Baronet  is  correct — ^that  he  is 
just  in  his  intentions  I  have  no  doubt- 
but  is  he  right,  going  strictly  according 
to  justice,  in  contending  that,  because 
an  action  is  coming  on  to-day  or  to- 
morrow, in  which  a  public  servant  is 
prosecuting  another  individual  who  has 
made  awfid  charges  against  him,  that, 
therefore,  the  salary  of  that  official 
should  be  withheld  ?  I  do  not  mean 
withheld  finally,  but  for  one  day.  I  am 
disposed  to  admit  that  if  there  were  pro- 
oeedings  by  the  Government  against  Mr. 
Bolton — if  there  were  a  primd  faoie  case 
depending  upon  the  credit  of  some  pub- 
lic authority,  and  that  was  the  matter 
that  was  going  to  issue — I  oould  then 
well  understand  the  contention  in  this 
House  that  it  was  right  to  suspend  any 
act  whatever  bearing  upon  that  indi- 
vidual person.  But,  Sir,  that  is  not  so. 
Upon  toe  facts  of  this  case  I  have  no 
right  to  listen  to  the  rhetoric  of  thft  hoa. 
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Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy). 
Eveiy  word  he  speeds  may  be  true,  or 
every  word  may  be  untrue  ;  but  I;  have 
no  right  to  take  it  into  view.  So  far  as  I 
know,  this  gentleman  is  protecting  his 
own  character.  If  he  is  proteotiog  his 
own  character  

Mb.  healy  :  On  only  one  point. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  quite 
aware  of  that.  I  am  now  addressing 
myself  very  much  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  Henry  Holland),  and  what  was  evi* 
dently  weighing  on  his  mind.  If  Mr. 
Bolton  is  protecting  his  own  character 
by  an  action  at  law,  is  the  general  pro- 
position to  be  adopted  that  pablio  ser* 
vants,  whose  salanes  have  to  be  voted 
in  the  regular  course  of  bosindBs,  and 
who  are  so  endeavouring  to  protect 
themselves  by  an  action  at  law  in  whidi 
they  themselves  are  ^e  movers — not  in 
which  they  are  to  be  charged  by  some 
responsible  authority,  but  in  which  they 
are  the  movers — wUI  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  say  deliberately 
and  advisedly  that  the  fact  of  their  so 
moving  to  protect  themselves  is  a  reason 
why  the  voting  of  their  salary  should  be 
postponed  ?  I  can  only  say  I  cannot 
adopt  that  view ;  I  think  it  is  quite 
necessary  that  the  Oommittee  should 
consider  this  bearing  of  the  case  for  that 
reason.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
took  occasion  to  repeat  what  he  stated 
last  night  with  respect  to  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  tunted  character  and 
general  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the 
Irish  Oivil  Service.  [{Vhs  of  "  Dublin 
Castie  I "]  Dublin  Castle  I  am  always 
accustomed  to  hear  dted  as  the  synonym 
for  the  centre  of  the  Irish  Oivil  Service. 
That  is  a  most  important  subject,  and 
one  which  ought  to  be  probed  to  the 
bottom.  I  put  it  to  the  candour  of  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  to 
say  when  a  cose,  difficult  and  delicate, 
and  requiring  the  utmost  accuracy  of 
view  on  our  part  is  raised,  whether  it  is 
wise  or  altogether  just  to  associate  that 
case  with  charges  against  the  Irish  Civil 
Service  in  general  ?  It  is  our  duty  to  put 
that  matter  entirely  aside.  Let  the  Irish 
Service  be  the  best  in  the  world,  or  let 
it  be  the  worst,  we  would  be  guilty  of 
injustice,  and  would  bo  incurring  just 
discredit  and  disparagement,  if  we  al- 
lowed ourselves  to  be  biassed  one  hair's 
breadth  in  the  course  we  take  in  this 
matter  by  any  consideratiott  of  the 
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fneial  oharacter  of  that  Irish  Service, 
have  endeaTonred  distinctly  to  laj 
down  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
H«U7  Hollaad),  differing  from  him  with 
great  respect,  the  ground  on  which  I 
proceed.  My  contention  is  this — that  if 
a  Civil  servant  is  bringing  an  action  in 
proteotion  of  his  own  character,  and  if 
that  action  is  going  to  be  tried  on  the 
day  or  on  the  morrow  of  the  day  when 
the  House  is  asked  to  vote  the  salary  of 
that  Civil  servant,  that  is  no  reason  why 
the  Vote  ahould  be  postponed,  because 
the  postponement  of  the  Yote  involves 
this — th^  the  House  believes  there  is 
aome  premmption  against  the  Civil  ser- 
Tant.  Is  it  a  sin  in  a  man  to  protect  his 
own  character  by  an  action  at  law  P  Is 
it  a  thing  for  whioh  he  should  be  made 
the  eubject  of  foul  and  loathsome  re- 
proaofa,  and  is  a  man  to  be  put  under 
the  slightest  prejudice  or  suspicion  be- 
oaose  he  so  defends  himself?  If  upon 
that  ground  you  put  aside  the  Yote,  you 
imply  a  certain  amount  of  presumption 
against  that  individual.  Then  comes 
the  other  question — that  of  bankruptcy. 
I  did  not  understand  that  to  weign  so 
much  upon  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
{Qix  HeniT  Holland).  It  is  not  a  mat- 
ter, I  think,  upon' whioh  anyone  who  is 
a  civilian  or  layman  can  speak  with 
ffreat  confidence.  These  transactions  in 
bankraptoy  are  transactions  with  whioh 
I  have  no  personal  acquaintance;  but 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General  ia  acquainted  with  these  mat- 
ters, and  upon  his  professional  character 
and  reputation  I  understand  him  to  say 
distinctly,  and  as  a  responsible  Officer  of 
the  Crown  to  assure  the  House,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  facts  as  they  are 
before  us  which  warrant  a  presumption 
adverse  to  Mr.  Bolton  of  such  a  character 
a^  if  proved,  would  require  or  justify 
his  dismissal  from  office.  If  that  be  so, 
then,  again,  I  submit  that  although  this 
may  not  be  a  very  agreeable  duty  to  per- 
form, and  although  I  know  I  am  com- 
pelled to  go  against  gentlemen  in  whose 
sense  of  justice  and  integrity  I  havo  con- 
fidence, yet,  if  that  be  the  fact,  it  is  our 
duty,  through  good  report  and  through 
enl  report,  to  stick  to  the  strict  lines  of 
justice.  The  time  will  soon  come  when 
this  matter  can  be  discussed.  I  am  sure 
I  will  never  be  the  man  to  find  fault 
with  hon.  liembere  who  call  upon  the 
Government  to  execute  strict  justice 
vjfon  delinquent  Civil  seivants.  Bat  it 


is  our  dnty  to  avoid  the  passing  of  any 
opinion  whatever  with  regard  to  the 
existence  of  adverse  presumption,  unless 
the  facts  warrant  adverse  presumption. 
As  I  understand  they  do  not  in  this  case 
warrant  such  a  presumption,  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  wis  debate  has  taken 
place,  because  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
expect  that  the  issue  of  the  debate  will 
not  bear,  in  some  way  or  other,  upon  the 
minds  of  aome  of  the  jury  in  the  trial 
that  is  about  to  take  place.  I  hope  it 
will  not.  I  trust  it  will  not.  But  our 
duty  in  the  matter  is  absolutely  simple 
— to  look  to  the  demands  of  justice  to  a 
particular  individuid.  And  aa  I  believe 
the  Committee  can  only  in  that  way 
avoid  expressing,  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  I  hope  they  will  support  the 
Vote. 

Mb.  sexton  acknowledged  with 
gratitude  the  assurance  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, in  the  closing  passages  of  his  speech, 
that  he  would  not  blame  or  consider 
questionable  the  conduct  of  any  Member 
on  the  Irish  Benches  who  endeavoured 
to  do  justice  in  respect  of  delinquent 
officials  in  Lreland.  The  various  ei^ns 
of  growing  keenness  and  awakemng 
consciousness  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Service  in  Ireland,  whioh  had 
been  shown  by  hon.  Claatiemen  above 
and  below  the  Gangway,  on  the  Minis- 
terial  side  of  the  House,  and  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Midhurst  (Sir 
Henry  Holland),  who  possessed  a  know- 
ledge of  the  obligations  of  puUio  life 
ioferior  to  none,  entitled  him  (Mr. 
Sexton)  to  attach  more  importance  to 
the  constructive  pledge  of  the  right  hon. 
G^nUeman  the  Prime  Minister  &at  jus- 
tice would  be  done,  than  he  would  have 
been  entitled  to  attach  to  similar  pledges 

given  in  former  days.  The  right  hon. 
entleman  had  spoken  of  the  heat  of 
some  of  the  speeches  which  had  been 
made  on  this  subject;  but  he,  in  the 
same  breath,  admitted  he  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  facts  of  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bolton.  Tho  Irish  Members  were 
acquainted  with  those  facta.  The  facts 
of  Mr.  Bolton's  official  career  were  burnt 
into  their  minds,  and  if  they  had  dis- 
played some  heat,  it  was  not  because 
their  judicial  faculties  had  been  warped, 
but  because  their  feelings  had  been  ex- 
cited by  the  long  delay  <^  the  Govern- 
ment. There  was  an  action  to  be  tried 
to-morrow.   Tlie  right  hon.  Gentieman, 
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had  said  that  the  character  of  Mr.  Bolton 
was  at  Btake.  The  question  involved  in 
the  action  to-morrow  wae  whether  Mr. 
Bolton  had  committed  unnatural  ofifences, 
and,  whatever  the  reeult  might  be,  the 
qneetion  whether  Mr.  Bolton  should  re- 
main in  the  Public  Service  would  still 
be  in  suspense.  So  long  as  United 
Irtlmd  called  him  a  forger,  adulterer, 
swindler,  Mr.  Bolton  made  no  reply. 
For  weeks  and  months  these  accusations 
were  showered  upon  him ;  but  he  main- 
tained the  silence  of  the  coward,  whose 
otmsoience  was  stricken  by  the  truth.  It 
was  only  when  unnatural  offences  were 
attributed  to  him  that  he  went  into  a 
Oourt  of  Law.  The  character  of  Mr. 
Bolton  was  not  to  be  judged  by  the  issue 
of  the  trial  to-morrow,  but  by  the  issue 
of  the  two  proceedings — the  one  in  Bel- 
fast, and  the  other  before  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Judge.  What  did  the  Committee 
do  if  they  agreed  to  vote  Mr.  Bolton's 
salary?  Why,  every  man  who  was  a 
party  to  that  agreement  would  declare 
bis  belief  that  there  was  no  evidence  or 
presumption  that  George  Bolton  was  a 
person  unfit  to  be  in  the  Public  Service. 
Because  he  felt  lliat  presumption  was 
ine^table,  and  because  he  felt  a  supreme 
obligation  of  conscience  in  the  matter, 
and  because  he  felt  every  man  who  voted 
a  mngle  It/,  to  this  disgraceful  swindler 
would  be  guilty  of  a  moral  offence,  he 
should  pat  the  Committee  to  the  trouble 
of  divimng. 

Mb.  GIBSON  desired  to  offer  a  few 
observations  to  the  Committee  before 
this  Vote  was  taken.  It  was  very  neces- 
sary indeed  that  the  Committee  should 
appreciate  and  understand  exactly  what 
the  Tote  was  on  which  they  were  asked 
to  arrive  at  a  deoision.  When  he  reached 
the  House,  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  question  before  the  Committee 
was  whether  the  Vote  should  be  post- 

f toned  or  decided  now  ;  but  he  had  since 
earned  that  that  was  not  the  issue ; 
neither  was  the  question  that  pointed 
out  by  his  hen.  Friend  (Sir  Henry 
Holland),  whose  opinion  he  so  highly 
valued.  It  was  not  a  question  whether 
the  Tote  should  be  kept  over  until 
later,  and  discussed  witit  fuller  know- 
le^e  and  with  greater  appreciation — 
wiw  the  knowledge  of  what  took  place 
dniing  the  Belfast  trial ;  bnt  whether 
in  advance,  after  a  discussion  which 
few  anticipated  would  take  place  that 
day,  and  on  the  eve  of  the  trial,  a 

Mr.  S4xt9n 


Tote  should  bo  taken  which  would  un- 
questionably prejudice  the  trial.  Ho 
put  it  to  every  fair-minded  man  in  the 
House — was  it  reasonable,  was  it  in 
accordance  with  the  most  elemental^ 
principles  of  justice,  on  the  eve  of  a  tria^ 
that  the  Committee  should  be  asked  to 
arrive  at  a  vote  which,  if  it  should  be 
against  Mr.  Bolton's  salary,  would  be 
an  argument  that  must  be  used  with 
considerable  power  in  the  trial  to-mor- 
row for  the  beneSt  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien),  and  against 
Mr.  Bolton  ?  That  was  a  oiroamstanoe 
which  he  Tmtured  to  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow,  if  he  were  present, 
would  not  press  npon  the  attention  of 
theOommittee.  [<*witfadrawtheTote!"] 
That  was  not  the  question  before  the 
Committee.  If  he  understood  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  aright, 
the  question  before  the  Committee  was 
that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Bolton  should  bo 
disallowed. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  he  had  desired  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  Tote ; 
but  the  Bules  of  the  House  would  not 
permit  him  to  do  so.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  reduce  the  Tote ;  but,  subse- 
quently, he  appealed  to  the  Ch>vemment 
to  withdraw  the  Motion. 

Me.  GIBSON  said,  he  would  not 
pursue  his  observations  with  reference 
to  that  point.  He  intended  to  say  only 
one  or  two  short  sentences  more — as  he 
had  spoken  earlier  in  the  debate,  he  was 
not  going  to  abuse  his  privilege.  As  the 
deoision  of  the  late  Government  had 
been  referred  to,  he  would  make  one  ob- 
servation upon  that  point.  Some  of  the 
matters  which  had  been  referred  to 
came  under  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment. Dr.  Ball  was  a  man  of  the  highest 
personal  character  and  of  the  highest 
legal  attainments,  and  he  investigated 
the  matter  fully  in  1879,  and  arrived  at 
the  conclusion,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  then  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  call  for  the  intra- 
ference  of  the  Executive.  That  was  now 
five  or  six  years  ago,  and  the  matter  had 
been  continuously  before  the  public  ever 
since.  Parliamentary  and  Executive 
sanction  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Bolton's 
continuance  in  the  Public  Service  from, 
that  time  to  the  present.  The  lato  Lord 
Chancellor,  Mr.  Law,  had  the  matter 
bef(nre  him ;  he  went  into  it  fully,  and 
saw  no  reason  to  dissect  from  the 

Digilized  by  VjOOQIC 


{July  29,  1884) 


266 


opinion  of  hie  Fr«deoeaeor.  He  (Mr. 
Gibaon)  need  not  give  Mr.  Law  any 
eharMter  in  Uie  House  of  Commons.  If 
•Ter  there  was  a  man  worthy  of  being 
apoken  of  with  the  highest  revpeci,  it  was 
lur.  Law ;  everyone  knew  that  he  ap- 
mowdied  his  J udicial  as  well  as  Executive 
duties  with  an  earnest  and  anxious  desire 
to  do  what  was  j  ust  in  the  interest  of  the 
Fablio  Service.  The  matter  eame  before 
others,  and  the  opinion  of  all  the  Exe- 
cutive in  Lreland  was  that  the  decision 
arrired  at  in  1879  oufcht  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed. That  was  a  oircumstanoe  which 
was  entitled  to  very  substantial  weight. 
Surely,  the  decision  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed on  the  eve  of  the  trial  of  the 
action  which  Mr.  Bolton  had  brought  in 
vindieation  of  his  own  character.  He 
(Mr.  Oibaon)  had  said  all  he  desired  to 
Bay  with  r^erenoe  to  the  action  for  libel 
which  it  waa  understood  would  oome  on 
for  hearing  in  BeUaat  to-morrow.  He 
offered  no  opinion  one  way  or  the  other 
upon  that  action ;  the  trial  of  the  action 
was  a  matter  for  the  Jud^e  and  jury 
before  whom  it  came ;  bat,  m  the  name 
of  oommon  justice,  he  asked  that  the 
Judoe  and  junr  be  given  an  opportunity 
of  aedding  the  case  upon  its  merits, 
and  not  have  their  minds  warped  by  a 
vote  of  the  Houae  of  Oommons. 

Mb.  HEALY  pointed  out  that  Mr. 
George  Bolton  had  been  appointed  to  the 
office  he  now  held  since  he  was  attacked 
in  1876  by  Mr.  Jastioe  Fry,  an  English 
Judge.  ["No!"]  Two  years  ago,  Bolton 
attempted  to  upset  his  wife's  will,  and  a 
second  English  Judge  attacked  him,  and 
showed  that  he  had  acted  in  a  most 
andacions  manner.  If  his  impression 
was  wrong  as  to  his  first  asswtion,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  totally 
failed  to  deal  witii  the  second  oase  in 
which  Bolton  was  attacked  by  an  English 
Judge.   

Ite.  COUBTKEY  said,  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Bolton  held  his  pre- 
seot  office  fnr  a  ewsidwabletimeba'ore 
1876. 

Thx  SOUOITOB  GENERAL  von 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Walksb)  thought  it 
was  necessary  to  explain  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mon^han  (Mr.  Healy)  had  just  re- 
ferred. Mr.  Beaton's  dispute  of  his 
wife's  will  came  before  the  Oourt  of 
Probate,  and  the  learned  Judge  who 
tried  the  case  oame  to  the  oonolusiott 


that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  It  was 
not  unnatural  Mrs.  Bolton  should  make 
a  will  unfavourable  to  her  husband. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dividsd : — Ayes  58 ; 
Noes  116:  Majority  58.— (Div.  list, 
No.  178.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HAEBINGTON  said,  that  from 
time  to  time  Questions  had  been  pot  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  valuators,  and  one  oase 
of  iojuetioe  had  just  been  brought  under 
his  (Mr.  Harrington's)  notice.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Wi^ow  (Mr.  Corbet),  by  a 
Question  he  asked  in  the  House  about 
13  months  ago,  pointed  out  that  the  sys- 
tem of  bracketing  two  farms  together  in 
the  rate  book  had  existed  in  the  county 
he  represented  for  some  time  past  with 
the  object  of  depriving  the  tenants  of 
their  votes.  One  man  in  Wicklow 
farmed  51  acres,  2  rood^,  and  18  perches, 
and  his  valuation  was  £31  10«.,  and 
another  farmed  30  acres,  3  roods,  and  13 
perches,  and  his  valuation  was  £16  lOt. 
Because  the  official  valuator  chose  to 
bracket  the  farms  together  in  his  book, 
the  men  were  disqualified  from  voting. 
A  Question  was  asked  about  the  eases  of 
these  men,  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  assured  the  House  that  he 
would  attend  to  the  matter.  Twelve 
months  had  now  elapsed,  but  nothing 
had  been  done.  The  season  was  ap- 
proaclting,  but  themenjwere  in  precisely 
the  same  position  they  were  in  a  year 
ago.  A  constituent  ox  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wicklow  wrote  to  him  (Mr.  Harring- 
ton) as  follows : — 

"There  are  two  men  in  this  dutriot  who 
have  been  deprived  of  their  votes  for  years  on 
account  of  tlieir  valuations  heing  bracketed  in 
the  rate  book.  Last  year  Ur.  Corbet  was  pre- 
sent in  the  Bathdram  Revision  Court  whan  they 
were  struck  off  the  Kegister,  and  I  believe  he 
brought  the  oase  before  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  result  of  Mr.  Corbet's  action  was  that  the 
Revising  Valuer  was  instructed  to  earvty  these 
and  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature.  He  hu 
reported  to  the  Bathdram  Board  of  Chiardians 
that  he  cannot  survey  all  in  time  this  year,  al- 
though he  had  over  six  monthfl  to  do  bo,  and, 
strange  to,  say,  the  very  two  about  whom  the 
question  was  asked  are  among  the  number  not 
dealt  with  ret.  Please  let  me  know  as  early  as 
poMble  what  item  ihoold  be  taken  to  seodrs 
these  two  votes.' ^ 

Why  men  holding  independent  farms, 
and  being  valued  at  a  high  Qfpa», 
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should  be  bracketed  together  in  the  rate 
book,  and  thus  deprivedJof  the  franchise, 
he  could  not  onderBtana.  He  web  per- 
suaded the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasnrj  must  acknowledge 
the  gravity  of  the  matter.  There  vas 
an  impression  in  Iceland  that  such  men 
as  the  two  to  whom  he  referred  had, 
for  purely  political  pnzposes,  been  ille- 
gally and  unconstitutionally  deprived 
of  the  franchise.  In  order  to  show  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  he  would  read 
a  resolution  which  was  passed  at  a  re- 
cent meeting  of  the  Eathdrum  Board  of 
Guardians.  It  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
J.  Byrne,  seconded  by  Mr.  M.  Byrne, 
and  carried  unanimonuy— 

"That  this  Board  desire  to  brin^  to  the 
notice  of  the  Reriain^  Officer  that,  owin^  to  the 
lumping  of  areas  held  separately  hy  and  rated 
separately  on  the  occupiers,  it  appears  that  the 
lUvising  Barrister  has  held  that  Uiese  occupiers 
cannot  daiiQ  their  vote,  became  they  appear 
jointly  on  the  books  aa  to  area  although  sepa* 
nitely  as  to  their  rating.  Under  these  circum* 
stances,  the  Board  of  Ouardiana  consider  the 
areas  should  now  be  entered  separately,  and  beg 
that  the  matter  receive  the  consideration  of  the 
Revising  Officer  »t  the  next  revision." 

It  was  wiUi  the  official  valuator  that  the 
onus  of  separating  the  two  names  in  the 
rate  book  rested.  The  Clerk  of  the  Union 
had  reftised  to  separate  the  names,  and 
could  refuse  to  separate  them.  It  was 
not  his  duty,  and  he  would  refuse  to  do 
it  until  the  official  valuator  recommended 
that  that  course  should  be  adopted.  He 
(Mr.  Harrington')  trusted  that  an  effort 
would  immediately  be  made  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  two  men,  at  least,  whose  cose 
had  now  for  the  second  time  been 
brought  before  the  House. 

Me.  KENNY  said,  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Harrington)  had  reasonable  ground 
of  complaint,  because  there  seemed  to  be 
a  system  of  "jerrymandering"  in  force  to 
deprive  men  of  fiieir  votes.  Thitt  was  a 
very  deplorable  state  of  facts,  and  it  was 
very  desirable  there  should  be  some  ex- 
planation from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Becreta^  to  the  Treasuiy  (Mr.  Court- 
ney). There  were  a  number  of  items  in 
the  Tote  which,  although  they  appeared 
trivial,  required  explanation.  He  saw 
that  the  minimum  salary  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Valuation  and  General 
Boundary  Survey  was  £1,000,  and  the 
maximum  salary  £1,200.  The  present 
Commissioner  received  £1,300,  including 
a  personal  allowance  of  £100.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Courtney) 


would  explain  why  it  was  necessary  to 
make  this  allowance.  He  (Mr.  Kenny) 
noticed  also  that  there  was  a  personu 
allowance  to  nearly  all  the  officials,  no 
matter  how  small  their  office  might  be. 
There  were  13  first  class  valuers  and 
surveyors  getting  a  personal  allowanoe 
of  £50  a-year  each ;  one  iralaer  received 
in  addition  to  his  salary  a  temporary 
allowance  of  £200  a-year.  paid  from  the 
Vote  for  the  Irish  Land  Commission,  to 
which  his  services  had  been  transferred 
temporarily ;  an  allowance  of  £10  a-yesx 
was  paid  to  one  of  the  second  class 
valuers  during  the  absence  of  the  above- 
mentioned  valuer.  There  was  an  allow- 
ance of  £50  each  to  the  chief  clerk  and 
one  of  the  first  class  valuers,  and  an 
allowance  of  £25  to  one  of  the  first  class 
clerical.  It  appeared  to  him  that  all 
these  additional  allowances  were  given 
for  no  reason  whatever.  There  was  an- 
other point  on  which  he  should  like  to 
obtain  some  information  from  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  —  namely,  what 
steps  had  been  taken  to  carry  into  effeot 
the  recommendations  of  the  Boundary 
Commission?  The  Commissioners  Air- 
nished  a  Report  in  1882;  but  nothing 
had  been  done  to  carry  out  their  reoom- 
mendations.  The  tendency  oi  the  ro- 
oommendations  was  to  increase  the  area 
of  the  boroughs  in  Ireland.  It  was  very 
desirable  that  the  area  of  the  small  bo- 
roughs in  Ireland  should  be  increased. 
At  the  present  time  the  geographioal 
formation  of  the  Irish  boroughs  waa 
most  peculiar,  and  it  was  plain  to  any- 
one that  the  boundaries  had  been  cir- 
cumscribed for  certain  purposes.  It 
would  be  very  interesting  to  the  people 
of  the  different  boroughs  to  know  what 
steps  the  Government  intended  to  take 
to  give  effeot  to  the  wishes  of  &e  Oom- 
missioUj 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  the  Irish  Bepm- 
sentativQs  had  never  been  satisfied  with 
the  condition  of  the  Valuation  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland,  and  a  Betum  had  been 

§ resented  to  the  House  which  threw  a 
ood  of  light  upon  the  subject.  There 
was  a  £12  franchise  in  the  Irish  coun- 
ties, and  he  found  that  Hiere  were  in 
Ulster  3,448  vi^uationsbetweenfU  lOt. 
and  £12,  in  Munster  1,616,  in  Iirinstev 
1,607,  and  in  Connaught  987.  In  pmnt 
of  fact,  out  of  the  4,110  persons  who 
were  valued  between  the  disqualifying 
and  the  qualifying  figure,  8,448  were  in 
Ulster.  Above  £12  it  was  needless  to 
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go.  The  Betura  showed  very  clearly 
how  the  people  were  che&ted  out  of  their 
TO  toe.  If  a  farm  wui  valued  at  £11  Ms. 
or  £11  18i,,  the  ooatom  in  all  the  Pro- 
Tinces  except  Ulster  was  to  make  it  even 
money — say  £11  15».  or  £12.  But  in 
Ulster  what  did  they  find  i  Why,  that 
whoeas  in  Muneter  there  were  only  640 
fanne  valued  at  £11  111.,  in  Leinster 
582,  in  Oonnaught  363,  in  Ulster  there 
were  1,354.  Therefore,  for  tl:^  sake  of 
5*.  in  the  Taluation,  which  would  pro- 
bacy not  make  a  Id.  difference  in  the 
rating'  1,854  pemns  in  Ulster,  no  incon< 
ridwMile  number  nnder  the  presentfran- 
diis^  were  cheated  out  of  tiieir  rotes. 
Valued  at  £ll  18«.,  there  were  12  in 
Ulster,  7  in  Munster,  1  in  lioinster,  and 
10  in  Connaught.  He  wanted  to  know 
how  this  state  ef  ^iegs  arose  ?  Could 
they  find  anything  administratively  clean 
in  tiie  whole  country?  Hie  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Har- 
rington) had  shown  that  there  was  a 
system  of  lumping  two  men  together, 
and  thus  deprivmg  them  of  a  vote,  and  in 
the  Ftrorince  of  Ulster,  where  the  Nation- 
aliats  and  Whige  ran  neck  and  neck,  the 
raonafeKraa  i^atem  he  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
pointed  oat  existed.  This  system  of  cbi- 
aauay  was  proved  by  the  (Government's 
own  Betom,  and  in  order  to  mark  his 
anise  of  the  way  the  Department  had 
aoted  ha  mored  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£8,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Qneation  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  snm.  not  exceeding  £18,393,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sara 
seeeMuy  to  defray  Uie  Charge  wnich  -mU.  come 
in  oearM  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3Ut  day  <rf  Mandi  18S5,  for  the  Salaries  and 
ExpeoM*  of  the  Genetal  Yalaation  and  Boun- 
dary Survey  of  Ireland."— (Jfr.  Healy.) 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  order  to  prove  his  charge, 
would  have  to  show  that  the  unusual  pro- 
portion of  valuations  between  £11  10«. 
and  £12  in  the  Province  of  Ulster,  as 
compared  with  other  Provinces,  was  not 
partial  with  the  valuation  between  £12 
and  £12  10<.  With  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion bro^fl^t  forward  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wieklow  (Mr.  Corbet)  some  time 
ago,  and  whioh  was  revived  this  after* 
noon  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West* 
meath  (Mr.  Harrington),  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  nnderstand  how  Hie  Bevising 
BaTristor  struck  liisse  pttnums  off  the 
bat  J  bat,  as  hod  been  revealed  by  the 


hon.  Member  to-day,  these  had  been 
valued  jointly  for  many  years. 

Mr.  HAEKINGTON  said,  the  valua- 
tions were  separate,  but  the  acreage  had 
been  jointly  entered  by  tiie  clerk. 

Mb.  COUBTNET  said,  he  believed 
that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  these  people 
had  not  been  struck  off  the  Eegister. 

Mb.  HAEEINGTON  said,  he  thought 
the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  understwd 
the  manner  in  which  the  lists  were  nre- 
sented  to  the  Bevising  BaxristOT.  There 
was  a  supplemmtal  list  presented  every 
year    

Mb.  CX>UETN£T  said,  the  ^int  ho 
was  making  was  that  the  valuation  sys- 
tem had  not  been  changed  for  years. 
He  would  make  inquiries  about  the 
matter ;  and  as  to  the  other  matter  with 
respect  to  the  proportions,  he  found  that 
the  graduation  of  the  valuation  waa 
fairly  distributed  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  there  waa  no  one  unduly  punished. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Westmeath 
would  write  him  a  letter  and  explain 
the  matter  he  would  look  into  it. 

Mr.  HAEEINGTON  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  Committee  long  upon 
this  matter ;  but  he  thought  it  was  only 
just  that  he  should  read  the  letter  &om 
which  he  had  quoted  an  extract.  The 
letter  was  written  to  one  of  his  con- 
Btituents,  and  put  the  case  strongly — 

"  Cloneen,  Feb.  l«h.  1S84. 

"Dear  Sir,— I  received  yoora  of  the  16th  on 
last  night. 

a.  r.  p.        £  «. 

Thomas  NeiU,Ballard,  61  2  18  val.  31  10 
James  Butler  .  .  .  30  3  13  val.  18  10 
The  above  T.  Neill  aold  one  of  two  farms  he 
held  in  Ballard  to  Mr.  Butler  in  1882.  At  the 
revision  in  eaid  year  Dr.  Darley  refused  him, 
Ntdll,  hia  vote,  on  the  ground  that'  he  was  not 
one  year  without  the  second  brm,  tliough  the 
two  farms  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  asunder 
{tie).  In  the  spring  of  1883,  when  the  revising 
valuator  came  to  Rathdrnm,  they  went  to  him 
to  have  themselves  separately  \tic)  rated,  the 
valuer  to  all  appearance  regulated  their  acres 
and  valuation,  and  Null's  vote  was  re^iistsred 
at  last  revision.  However,  on  examining  the 
books  this  season.  I  discovered  the  bracket  to 
their  names  as  you  see  on  the  other  side.  This 
season,  when  the  revisory  valuer  oame  to  Rath- 
drum,  I  brought  them  to  him  and  pointed  out 
their  oaao.  He  said  it  waa  all  rig^t.  I  asked 
him  what  broa|;1it  the  bracket  there  (pointing 
to  it).  He  said  it  was  done  in  the  office  in 
Dublin,  and  that  it  should  not  he  there,  at  the 
same  Ume  bloting  {tie)  it  with  his  pan.  The 
town  of  Ballard  is  m  the  electoral  division  of 
Ballinaclash,  and  polling  district  of  Rathdrum. 
The  second  case  is  that  of  James  Clano^, 
Sheanamore,  in  the  BaUinaoOT  electoral  divi* 
siun,  and  polling  district  of  Aa^iim< 
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JwDN  Clancy 
Jas.  Clancy 
Terni  Clancy 
WnUam  Cortor 


'       ,      .  6Q 

■  :  :}« 


a.  r.  p.  £  ». 

28  1  11   tbL  10  10 
CnL   6  10 
0  3i-^Tia.    6  10 
i.TaL   6  10 


The  two  James  ClaocyB  {tie)  above  ia  {tic)  the 
same  mao  ;  hut  hy  lumping  a  portion  of  his 
land  with  tiie  other  two  to  the  value  of  £fi  10«., 
it  hrouf^ht  hifl  upper  value  down  to  £10  10>. ; 
there  {tie)  hy  bralnng  {tie)  hia  vote  aocordiog  to 
]3r.  Darloy's  plan  at  last  revision,  he  was  not 
objected  to  latt  revision  and  escaped.  In  1883, 
said  Jas.  Clancy,  being  sick,  sent  hia  ion  and  a 
young  man  named  Brien  to  the  revising  valoa- 
wt  at  Bathdmm  to  have  his  land  and  valuation 
put  together  (as  in  reality  it  was).  When  the 
boys  told  their  story  to  the  valuator,  he  said  he 
supposed  that  was  all  right — the  olerk  (Mr.  B. 
Manning)  interfered,  and  said  there  was  a  poli- 
tioal  motive  in  that.  They  (tie),  bo^s,  denied 
there  was,  and  pMnted  to  fax.  Hanning  a  mis- 
take the  collector  of  the  poor  rates  made  with 
bim  some  time  before,  and  stated  he,  Mr. 
Hanning,  had  to  write  to  the  collector  to  r«- 
fund  the  money.  Mr.  Manning  then  said  to 
the  officer  he  should  go  to  see  the  ground,  which 
he  did  not.  Clancy  thought  his  case  was  all 
right  till  I  discovered  it  this  year.  The  above 
Jas.  Clancy  was  objected  to  in  1881,  on  the 
ground  of  the  bracket  and  lumping  as  above, 
and  when  he  swore  that  he  never  was  in  partner- 
ship with  the  other  two,  Dr.  Sariey  registered 
his  vote.  Had  h«  been  objected  to  last  revision, 
his  vote  would  surely  be  broken.  You  can  see 
Dr.  Darley's  ruling  in  1881  in  the  above  cane, 
and  compare  it  with  his  ruling  in  1883  in  the 
case  of  Michael  Lambert,  janr.,  Oappagh,  in 
the  electoral  divisioD  of  Baliinacoa,  and  polling 
district  of  Aughrim.  lAmbert  was  not  ob- 
jected to ;  but  Mr.  B.  Manning  read  him  out  as 
bracketed  with  two  others,  and  Dr.  Darley, 
without  a  moment's  hesitation,  struck  his  name 
off  the  register,  though  I  am  told  he  is  not  in 
partnership  with  them.  I  have  several  other 
cases  of  bracketing,  as  you  know ;  but  we  can- 
not tell  now  long  they  are  so.  I  understand 
•ome  of  them  was  {«/«)  Drocketed  in  the  time  of 
GMfflth  going  round  valuing.  However,  I  see 
1^  advertisement  in  The  People  that  Mr.  Man- 
ning (tic)  has  got  back  the  revised  valuation, 
and  we  will  soon  (tie)  see  how  the  bracketing 
and  lumping  is  disposed  of. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  faithfully  yonn, 

"  John  Bybxs." 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  very  bad  case  upon  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be  able 
to  say  something  for  himeeU ;  but  it  was 
only  with  the  greatest  diflBculty  that  he 
had  been  able  to  get  this  Hetum  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  was  sure 
that  if  he  had  asked  for  fuller  particu- 
lars, they  would  have  been  refused  him. 
Indeed,  it  was  refuaed  in  the  form  in 
which  he  orig^ally  asked  for  it,  and  it 
was  odIt  after  aamo  oorrespondenoe  tlutt 
the  Lord  lieatenant,  who  was  extremely 


(COMMONS] 

ready  to  give  information  whenever  he 
could,  that  the  Betom  was  granted. 
The  position  ho  took  was  this — that 
between  £11  lOt.  and  £12  there  oi^ht 
not  to  be  8,000  people  disfranchised  in  a 
small  country  like  Ireland.  This  would 
not  happen  in  England,  because  in  Eng- 
land there  was  not  the  same  valuation. 
Of  these  8,000  people  more  than  half 
were  in  Ulster.  This  was  a  remarkable 
state  of  things,  and  one  which  required 
to  be  investigated.  He  did  not  wish  to 
put  the  Oommittee  to  the  trouble  of  a 
Division,  and  it  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
could  nve  some  assurance  that  steps 
should  M  taken  to  prevent  this  injnsuoe 
he  would  not  persist  in  his  Motion. 
Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  Uiat  the  com- 


plaints made  hon.  Membws  omnsite 
in  connection  with  the  valoatioB  of^tene- 
ments  in  counties  would  be  no  longer 
poflsible  when  the  ^Representation  <4  the 
People  Bill  should  have  passed.  -He 
would,  however,  inquire  whether  there 
was  any  real  reason  for  suspecting  a  mis- 
use  of  the  present  powers  of  valuators. 

Mb.  DEASY  said,  he  did  not  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  oould  have  the  least 
doubt  as  to  the  way  in  which  these 
valuations  ought  to  be  made.  The  pre- 
sent improper  policy  had  been  carried 
out  for  a  very  long  time.  In  the  town 
of  Bandon,  the  representation  of  which 
was  for  many  years  in  the  hands  of  the 
family  of  the  Earl  of  Bandon,  there  were 
300  or  400  voters;  but  it  had  been 
found  a  few  years  ago  that  there  were 
60  houses  valued  at  between  £3  15i.  and 
£4.  Now,  that  numher  of  votes  would 
turn  the  scides  at  an  election  in  favoor 
of  the  Nationalists,  and  he  had  no  doabt 
that  if  an  impartial  valuer  inqteoted 
those  houses,  he  would  raise  the  valu- 
ation of  each  to  over  £4.  The  result  of 
the  present  system  was  that  a  small  mi- 
nority returned  Members  of  their  own 
political  leanioo;.  Representations  were 
made  to  the  valuatiou  officer,  in  Dublin, 
last  year,  to  the  effect  that  improve- 
ments were  made  in  a  large  number  of 
houses,  and  that,  therefore,  the  valua- 
tions of  those  houses  should  be  increased^ 
and  the  result  was  that  35  or  30  new 
voters  were  put  on  the .  list,  which 
proved  that  this  was  a  matter  that 
ought  to  be  dealt  with.  Another 
important  question  had  been  touched 
upon,  but  no  satisfacttny  answer  had 
been  given  by  the  Beorstary  to  the 
Tieasnzy.    It  was  naked  wbea  the 

Digilized  by  Google 


S7t  Sttppfy—Cioii         {July  2i,  1884)        Smnc*  £ttimUt$.  374 


Bonndary  OomouBaioners  wonid  preaent 
their  Export,  and  when  the  dovem- 
ment  intended  to  carry  out  its  recom- 
mendations  ?  A  few  weeks  ago  it 
was  proposed  that  the  city  of  Cork 
ahoold  be  re-ralued ;  but,  on  oouaidera- 
tioD,  it  was  found  advisable  that  that 
should  not  he  done  until  the  Boundary 
Conmussion,  who  were  to  inquire  into 
the  matter,  had  presented  their  Beport. 
The  effect  of  this  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  CommissionerB  was  the  suspension  of 
improreraent  works,  becaase  it  was  found, 
in  the  City  of  Cork,  that  large  and 
wealthy  districts  lying  outside  the  oorder 
of  the  b(»ongh  boundary,  which  should 
bear  a  large  proportion  of  the  taxation 
of  the  city,  oould  not  be  taxed  under  the 
preaent  arrangement.  An  unfair  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  suoh  work  would, 
therefore,  fall  on  the  oceupierswithin  the 
present  area  of  taxation,  and  press 
heavily  on  the  poor  people  who  would 
derive  least  benefit  from  such  ex- 
penditure. He  hoped  the  Government 
would  lose  no  time  in  carrying  out 
the  recommendations  of  that  Com- 
mission when  they  were  presented. 
With  r^ord  to  the  manner  in  which 
CSerks  to  Unions  discharged  their  duties 
in  patting  electors  on  the  valuation  liste, 
he  knew  that  in  consequence  of  their 
action  a  great  number  of  people  who 
were  clearly  entitled  to  the  franchise  in 
the  county  of  Cork  w^  prevented  from 
hanng  it.  The  tame  thing  prevailed  in 
other  counties,  fae  b^vea,  to  a  great 
ecxtent.  He  did  not  say  that  this  was 
intentional  on  the  part  of  tiie  Clerks ; 
but  it  certainly  happened,  and  it  was 
irapmlant  that  the  Government  should 
take  some  steps  to  remedy  it. 

Hb.  HEALY  said,  it  was  very  in- 
ridioos  to  divide  against  the  salary  of  a 
person  like  Ur.  Green,  and,  after  the 
proniise  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  would 
withdraw  his  Motion.  Mr.  Green,  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen,  had  struck  off  nearly 
20,000  persona,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
would  do  any  harm  to  give  Hr.  Green  a 
good  wanning  up. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tntMrawn. 

Original  Question  pnt^  and  i^nvd  to. 

Cuss  m. — Law  Aim  Justiob. 

(4.)  £54,651,  to  com^te  the  sum  for 
Law  Charges. 

OsnBAL  SxK  GEOBGE  BALF0X7B 
«tlled  attentiimtD  th«  inadequacy  of  the 


annual  Lidex  to  the  Statutes,  and  to  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  Index  tothe  Sootdi 

Statutes. 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  that  there  was  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  going  on 
irom  time  to  time  in  the  revision  of 
the  Statutes.  For  instance,  a  Bill  be< 
fore  the  House  with  respect  to  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  involved  the  repeal, 
either  in  part  or  altogether,  of  no  less 
than  153  Statutes.  Different  persons 
wore  employed  on  the  revision,  and  each 
editor  prepared  his  own  headings,  which 
might  lead  to  some  amount  of  difficulty. 
He  would  inquire  whether  any  altera- 
tion could  be  made  so  as  to  make  the 
Index  to  the  Statutes  more  umple  for 
those  who  were  not  lawyers. 

Mr.  GBEGOBY  remarked,  that  he 
had  experienced  the  same  difficulties  as 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  with  re- 
gard to  this  Index.  One  improvement, 
of  which  he  would  urge  the  adoption, 
was  that  the  Statutes  should  be  num- 
bered not  only  by  the  years  of  the  Beign, 
but  also  by  the  year  in  which  they  had 
been  passed.  If  that  could  not  be  ma- 
naged, the  Index  at  least  might  be  so 
arranged.  He  believed  that  the  Com- 
missioners were  doing  their  work  ve^ 
well,  and  that  the  public  was  very  muoh 
indebted  to  them. 

GBNERix  SiB  GEOBGE  BALFOUB 
said,  that,  as  far  as  he  could  make  out, 
there  had  been  no  great  advance  in  the 
work  recently. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  O'OONNOB  asked 
whether  it  was  not  die  case  that  the 
Ushers  in  the  Courts  were  in  the  habit 
of  levying  fees  which  they  had  no  right 
to  demand  ;  and  also  of  paying  special 
jurors  only  a  sovereign  instead  of  a 
guinea,  thus  gaining  I  it.  on  each  tri^, 
unless  the  jurora  insisted  on  being  paid 
a  guinea? 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  (Sir 
Hehby  Jambs)  said,  that  he  would  in- 
quire into  the  matter. 

Vote  agntd  to. 

(5.)  £2,707,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Public  Prosecutor's  Office. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  asked  whether  it  was 
to  be  understood  that  there  was  to 
be  an  entire  change  in  the  qrstem 
adopted  with  regard  to  public  pnsecu- 
tions  P  He  was  of  opinion  that  there 
should  be  no  charge  upon  public 
funds  arising  out  of  these  charges.  It 
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seemed  to  him  tlia^  as  this  system  of 
public  prosecutions  had  not  turned  out 
at  all  as  satisfactory  as  had  been  ex- 
pected, the  (Government  would  have  to 
find  the  Public  ll^secutor  other  em- 
ployment ;  but  if  they  could  not  do  that, 
they  were  not  entitled  to  come  to  Par- 
liament so  early  for  power  to  compensate 
6ir  John  Maule,  the  Public  Prosecutor. 
He  hoped  to  hear  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  that  there  would  be  no 
compensation  g^yen ;  but  if  that  assur- 
ance could  not  be  giren,  the  only  course 
would  be  to  oppose  the  arrangements 
proposed  by  the  GoTemment. 

Thh  ATTOENET  general  (Sir 
Henrt  Jakes)  pointed  out  that  the 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sumley  did  not  arise  upon  that  Tote. 
There  was  a  Bill  before  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  what  had 
been  suggested  by  the  G^mmittoe  in  re- 
gard to  tibe  PnUio  Ftoseoutor.  There 
was  a  clause  in  that  BUI  relatioff  to  com- 
pensation, and  that  clause  would  afford 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  point 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  LABOTJCHERE  observed,  that 
his  hon.  Friend  had  raised  the  point 
simply  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an  ex- 
planation; and  unless  some  satisfactory 
explanation  was  given  as  to  this  gentle- 
man, who  received  £2,000  a  year  for 
doing  very  little,  the  Bill  would  probably 
not  pass  this  Session. 

Sia  HENRT  HOLLAND  begged  the 
Committee  to  observe  that  the  obserra- 
tions  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
(Mr.  Bylands)  had  really  little  or  no 
bearing  upon  the  question  before  the 
Committee.  That  hon.  Member  argued 
against  giving  any  compensation  to  the 
present  Fubuc  Prosecutor,  in  case  the 
office  was  abolished;  and  that  argu- 
ment would  be  very  properly  urged 
when  the  Bill  before  the  House  for  alter- 
ing the  ofi^  of  Public  Prosecutor  had 
obtained  a  second  reading,  and  when 
the  clause  providing  for  compensation 
came  before  the  Committee  on  the  Bill. 
But  at  the  present  time  they  did  not 
know  that  that  Bill  would  become  law ; 
and  they  could  not  assume  that  it  would 
do  so,  as  much  opposition  was  threatened 
to  it,  and  as  it  was  blocked  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell).  They  must,  therefore,  pro- 
vide for  the  continuance  and  working 
of  the  office  during  t^e  present  financdfu 
year ;  and  to  do  so,  they  must  vote  the 

Mr.  Sylandt 


proposed  Sstimafo,  and  whether  lliey 
should  do  so  was  the  question  before 
the  Committee,  and  not  the  question 
whether,  if  the  office  was  abaUsned,  Sir 
John  B.  Manle  should  receive  any  or 
what  compensation.  He  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  had  more  than  once  strongly 
advocated  a  change  in  the  existing  office 
of  the  Public  Prosecutor,  and  the  amal- 
gamation of  that  office  with  the  Sod' 
citor  of  the  Treasury's  office.  The  Com- 
mittee, of  which  he  was  a  Member,  had 
recommended  that  change,  and  the  Bill 
was  introduced  to  give  effect  to  their  r&- 
oommendatiotts.  He  had  always  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
advocated  the  same  view ;  and,  if  such 
were  the  case,  he  wotild  beg  him  to  let 
the  Bill  have  a  second  reading  and  go 
into  Committee,  when  the  question  of 
compensation  could  be  fuUy  discussed. 
By  opposing  the  Bill,  he  would  only 
hup  to  make  it  neceasazy  to  vote  this 
Estimate,  not  only  for  the  present  finan- 
cial year,  which  was  absolutdy  neces- 
sary, but  for  the  next  and,  possibly, 
other  succeeding  years. 

Me.  WARTON  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  Gtovemment  at  last  intonded  to  get 
rid  of  this  atrocious  sham.  The  Go- 
vernment seldom  saw  things  until  too 
late ;  but  they  ought  to  have  seen  three 
years  ago  that  this  office  was  a  farce. 
With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  was  wrong  in  supposing  that 
he  had  blocked  the  BiU.  He  thought 
this  sham  ought  to  be  put  and  end  to, 
and  he  would  press  the  Government  to 
endeavour  to  carry  that  out. 

Mb.  GKEGOKY  desired  to  know  what 
were  the  relations  between  this  office 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to 
bankruptcy  proceedings  ?  Ha  hM  taken 
some  part  in  the  Bankruptoy  Bill  of 
last  year,  and  he  had  always  contem- 
plated that  one  of  the  great  advantages 
of  it  would  be  the  public  examination  of 
a  bankrupt  with  a  view  to  the  disclosure 
of  his  affairs ;  but  a  great  many  disclo- 
sures had  been  avoided  by  bankrupte 
absconding.  So  there  had  been  an  en- 
tire concealment  of  the  stete  of  affairs, 
and  the  whole  matter  was  left  in  a  state 
of  suspended  animation.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Public  Prosecutor  had 
been  put  in  motion  with  respect  to  these 
cases  ?  So  far  as  he  knew,  no  attempt 
had  been  made  to  trace  these  people. 
He  admitted  that  they  lud  {ptmeos^wid 
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the  j  Qiiadiction  of  onr  Banbmptc  j  Ooart ; 
but  there  vould  hare  been  no  difficulty 
in  tracing  them  and  puttiog  in  force  tiie 
Uw  applicable  to  ench  eases;  and  he 
ventured  to  think  that  the  proper  person 
to  do  that  was  the  Fublio  Frosecutor,  on 
the  initiation  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
was  most  anxious  that  the  worlung  of 
the  Act  should  be  ^Sdent ;  bnt  that  de- 
pended on  the  way  in  which  it  was  put 
in  opsTation  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  It 
was  contrary  to  all  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples that  facilities  should  be  given  to 
these  people  to  get  oat  of  the  way,  and 
that  the  Court  should  have  no  notion  as 
to  what  their  conduct  had  been,  or  how 
their  liabilities  stood.  He  thought  some 
steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  enforce  their 
attendance,  and  to  make  them  submit 
to  the  examination  provided  for  under 
the  Act. 

Sib  GEOHGE  OAMFBELL  said,  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  showed 
that  this  matter  ought  not  to  be  disposed 
of  in  a  hole-and-corner  manner.  This 
sham  o£Sce  ought  to  be  ab(dished,  and 
not  allowed  to  remain  a  burden  on  the 
British  taxpayer.  But  it  was  proposed 
not  <mly  to  abi^ish  the  office,  but  to  give 
statutonr  power  to  oompensate  those 
who  had  received  apjwintmoita.  Oould 
the  Oovemment  give  the  Committee 
some  assurance  that  by  the  course  they 
proposed  they  would  not  be  tying  their 
hands  with  regard  to  such  compensation 
as  they  might  think  equitable  r 

Vote  agreed  to. 

in£TEB  CAITAL  AND  TYRONE  NAVI- 
GATION BILL.-[BiLL 
{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Herbert  Oladttotu.) 
SSXXnTD  BSADINO.    [ASJOnSNED  DEBATE.] 

Order  read,  for  reenminff  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [14th  July],  "  That 
fttet  Bill  be  now  raaaa  second  time." 

Ouestion  again  poposed. 

Debate  resumed, 

Uuestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Mondag  next. 

MOTIOir. 


VEHTILATIOir  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to 
iD^aize  into  the  VsatUstion  of  the  House  lisve 


pow«t  to  inqoire  at  to  the  noxious  smella  which 
oocadonally  pervade  the  Houae,  and  into  the 
cause  of  the  same. — {Mr.  William  Smry  Smith.) 

House  adjourned  at  Five  minutes 
before  Six  o'clook. 


HOUSE  OF  liOBDS, 


nundag,  24th  Jutg^  1884. 


MINUTES.]— PoBUO  Bills— JVVW  S**iinf^ 
Trusts  (Scotland)  *  (209] ;  Arbitration  (210). 

Second  Readiutf — StrensaU  Common  *  (196) ; 
Poor  Law  Guardians  (Irelaod)  (201),  nega- 
tived ;  Sheriff  Court  Houses  (Scotland)  Amend- 
ment •(108). 

Committee  —  l^amways  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (I68-2U);  Tramwaya  (Ireland)  Pro- 
Tisional  Order  (No.  2)*  (144);  Local  Go- 
vernment ProTiiional  Orders  (No.  6)  *  (189). 

Committee — Report — Naral  DisdpUne  Aot  ^186S) 
Amendment*  (199);  Reformatory  and  In- 
dostrial  Schools  (Manx  Children)*  (300); 
Oyster  Cultivation  (Ireland)  *  (197). 

Report —TjOCiI  OoTemment  I^visional  Orders 
(No.  4)*  (103);  Local  OoTemment  Pron- 
sional  Orders  (No.  7)  *  (104) ;  Local  Ctorem- 
ment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)»  (165); 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisionu 
Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (No.  S)  •  (188). 

Third  Reading—IXvfi  Parishes  Aots  and  Ohoroh 
Building  Acts  Amendment*  (171);  Prisons 
(Ireland)  (Cost  of  Conveyance  oi  Prisonexa)  " 
(196),  and  paued. 

ABBITBATION  BILL. 

BILL  PBE8EHTED.     XIBST  BEADISa. 

LoBD  BRA.HWELL,  in  presenting  a 
Bill  to  consolidate  the  law  relating  to 
arbitration,  said,  he  was  aware  that  the 
Bill  could  not  be  proceeded  with  that 
Session  ;  but  it  was  considered  desirable 
that  the  measure  should  be  introduced. 
It  had  been  prepared  under  the  auspices 
of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  ; 
and,  from  his  reading  of  it,  he  thought 
it  deserred  a  favourable  reception  from 
their  Lordships. 

Bill  presented;  read  1*;  and  to  be 
printed.    (No.  210.) 

STANDING  ORDERS— LABOURING 
CLASS  DWELLINGS. 

uoTioN  FOB  FBnmHa. 

Thx  UABQim  OF  SALISBUBY,  who 
had  on  the  Paper  a  lonff  Notics  of  Mo- 
tion, the  object  of  whiui  was  to  amend 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of 
Lords   relating   to   Labou^ng  Oljun 
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BweUingfli  by  a  series  of  Amendments, 
80  as  to  provide  that "  in  the  case  of  any 
Frirate  Bill  which  proposed  to  take 
compulsory,  or  by  agreement,  in  the 
Metropolis,  twenty  or  more  houses,  or 
in  any  city,  borough,  or  other  urban 
sanitary  district,  ten  or  more  houses, 
occupied  wholly  or  partially  by  persons 
belonging  to  the  labouring  class,  the 
promoters  of  such  Bill  should  deposit  at 
the  Office  of  the  Local  Govenunent 
Board  before  the  end  of  November  a 
statement  of  the  number,  description, 
and  Isituatioa  of  such  houses  ;  and  no 
BOoh  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time, 
until  the  Local  GoTemment  Board  had 
nported  with  respect  to  the  housing  of 
the  people  thus  dts[daoed ;  and,  furuier, 
that  the  Committee  on  any  such  Bill 
should  insert  such  olausea  as  would  se- 
cure the  proTisiott  of  suitable  accomoda- 
tion within  a  distance  of  one  mile  firom 
tiieir  place  of  residence  for  such  number 
of  persons  as  the  Local  Ooremment 
Board  should  specify  in  their  Beport, 
unless  they  (the  Committee)  should  see 
fit,  either  with  or  without  condition,  to 
modify  or  waive  such  requirements," 
said,  that  in  rising  to  move  that  the 
said  Amendments  be  printed,  he  would 
intimate  that  they  had  been  finally  ap< 
proved  by  two  Eoyal  Oommissions,  in- 
cluding the  one  which  was  now  sitting, 
and  had  been  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. There  had  been  a  delay,  whioh 
their  Lordships  might  have  observed,  of 
a  considerable  time,  during  which  they 
had  been  retained  on  the  Paper,  because 
it  was  thought  very  desirable  to  hear 
all  the  objections  wiiioh  Parliamentary 

Xts,  representatives  of  Bailways,  and 
:  persons,  might  hare  to  make,  be- 
fore adopting  the  ultimate  fonn  which 
the  Standing  Order  was  to  take.  He 
believed  the  Standing  Order,  as  it  was 
now  proposed  to  be  amended,  would 
meet  with  scarcely  any  opposition  from 
these  persons.  The  main  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  one  of  extreme  im- 
portance— namely,  that  in  the  construc- 
tion of  any  railway,  through  the  Metro- 
olis  or  elsewhere,  there  should  not  only 
e  compensation  given  to  the  poor  and 
working  classes  who  were  evicted  from 
their  houses,  but  that  the  lunount  of 
house  aocommodation  tihat  was  available 
for  persons  of  that  class  should  not,  as 
far  as  possible,  be  diminished  by  works 
of  that  kind.  Hitherto^  it  had  been 
unaj^ned  tiiat  if  the  existing  tenant 

3%»  Xmr^u$»$  o/Sali$huty 


were  sufficiently  compensated,  all  had 
been  done  that  was  necessary  to  do ; 
but  there  was  a  further  and  lai^er 
and  much  more  important  consideration 
— that  the  houses  available  for  the 
working  classes  were  scantily  supplied, 
and  that  the  number  of  them  was  liable 
to  constant  diminution ;  while  the  work- 
ing classes — those  who  required  accomo- 
dation— were,  of  course,  constantly  in- 
creasing with  the  growth  of  the  popula- 
tion, ana  the  increased  industry  and  pro- 
sperity of  the  country.  It  was,  there- 
fore, very  dmirable  that  all  works  which 
were  authorized  by  Parliament  should, 
as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  be  prevented 
from  diminishing  the  amount  of  accomo- 
dation for  the  working  classes  which 
now  existed.  That  was  really  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Standing  Order  as  proposed 
to  be  amended.  This  would  be  carried 
into  effect  by  bringing  in  the  Secretary 
of  State  or  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  supervise  the  action  of  the  Bailway 
Companies  or  other  promoters  of  Bills  ; 
and  the  Committee  was  charged  to 
that  wherever  working  class  accommo- 
dation was  destroyed,  a  corresponding 
quantity  should  be  provided.  He  begged 
to  move  that  the  Order,  as  proposed  to 
be  amended,  be  printed  with  a  view  to 
its  being  taken  into  consideration  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mbvtd,  "  That  the  proposed  Amendmenta  to 
the  QovM  of  Lords  Standing  Orders  on  Labour- 
ing Class  Dwelling!  be  printed." — {Th4  Mar- 

quMS  of  Salisbury.) 

Thb  Eakl  op  WEMYSS  said,  he  ap- 
prehended that  the  Orders  would  work 
m  this  way— that  accommodation  within 
one  mile  uionld  be  found. 

Tbb  Mabqubss  of  SALISBTJBT: 
"Found "  hardly  expresseB  it—*' dwell- 
ings shall  be  providsd  "  are  the  words 
in  the  Orders. 

Thb  Earl  of  WEMYSS  said,  he  did 
not  see  how  that  was  to  be  done  except 
by  turning  others  out. 

The  MAKQtTEss  of  SALISBIJBY  said, 
there  was  scarcely  a  district  in  Loudon 
in  which  accommodation  could  not  be 
found  by  making  buildings  taller ;  but 
the  Orders  were  not  intended  to  work  in 
an  iron  manner.  It  was  not  desirable 
to  insist  on  unreasonable  oonditions. 

Motion  agrttd  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Amendments 
be  taken  into  oonstdexation  m  Tuesday 
next. 
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TRAMWAYS  (IRELAKD)  PB0VI810NAL 
OBDEA  BILL.— (No.  168.) 
iTk«  Zord  Fruidml.) 
COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Lord  INOHIQUIN  said,  agreeably  to 
bis  Notice,  he  would  move  the  insertion 
in  the  Bill  of  the  clause  he  had  placed 
upon  the  Paper.  He  had  vithdrawn 
the  Motion  which  he  moved  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  as  he  considered  that  the 
new  clause  which  he  now  proposed  would 
effect  the  object  he  had  in  view — namely, 
the  proteetion  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
different  counties  who  guaranteed  the 
eapitfld  of  these  tramway  undertakiuKs. 
He  thought  that  some  provision  of  this 
character  was  really  required. 

Moved,  to  insert  thefoUowiDgClause: — 

"IhA  CApital  aathorised  by  this  Act  shall 
not  be  iasoea  save  ag  said  capital  may  from  time 
to  time  be  required  for  the  actual  constmotioa 
and  carrying  out  of  the  said  undertaking;,  and 
the  certificate  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  that 
behalf  shall  be  the  evidence  of  ■ach  require- 
ment :  Provided  that  the  Board  of  Trade  ahall 
nserva  their  final  certificate  in  respect  of  not 
less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital 
until  twelre  months  after  Vba  line  haa  been 
mened  and  worked  for  trafBc." — {Th«  Lori 
fnekiqiun.') 

LoBD  CAHLINQFOBD  (Lobd  Fbe- 
snnm:  of  the  Gouvcn.)  said,  he  was 
sorry  that  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Inchiquin)  should  persevere  with  this 
Amendment.  It  really  would  have  a 
very  hard  and,  possibly,  a  fatal  effect 
on  these  tramway  undertakings.  It 
would  prevent  local  capital  being  in- 
vested in  the  tramway  lines  constructed 
under  the  Act  of  last  year,  and  would 
throw  the  promoters  of  those  lines  en- 
tirely into  the  hands  of  financiers.  As 
he  had  previously  stated,  he  was  quite 
ready  to  insert  in  this  Bill  the  provi- 
sion which  had  been  inserted  in  the 
"West  Clare  Bill  by  the  Irish  Privy 
Council. 

LoBD  INOHiaUIN  said,  that  as  the 
noble  Lord  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Oooneil  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  iosert 
this  clause  in  the  Bill,  he  would  with- 
draw it.  He  really  thought,  however, 
that  the  Government  should  insert  some 
protective  clauses  in  all  Provisional  Or- 
ders, and  send  out  a  Memorandum  to 
Orand  Juries,  calling  attention  to  the 
matters  which  ehonid  be  inserted  in  the 


Presentment  for  the  protection  of  the 
oounty  interests. 

Clause  (by  leave  of  the  Committee) 
vitMrwm, 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lo&dPbesident, 
Amendment  made  by  inserting  Clause  9 
of  the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  2)  Bill  in  the  Bill. 

Further  Amendments  made. 

The  Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  MoniUty  next ;  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.   (No.  21 1 .) 

POOR  LAW  OtTARDIANS  (IRELAXD) 
BILL.— (No.  201.) 
{The  Lord  I>rendml.) 

SEOoim  READnro. 

Order  of  the  Day  fin  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

LoED  CARLINGFOED  (Lord  Presi- 
deht  of  the  Council),  in  rising  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  it  had  been  several  times  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons,  and  almost 
made  itsway  throo^  that  House;  but 
it  had  reached  the  House  of  Lords  now 
for  the  first  time.  It  was  a  Bill  upon 
which  there  had  been  a  large  amount  of 
agreement  in  the  other  House  amongst 
Irish  Members  as  to  its  main  provisions, 
which  he  would  call  the  second  reading 
portion  of  the  Bill ;  although,  upon  other 
and  minor  points,  there  had  been  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  The  Bill  was  not 
a  Government  measure,  and  it  did  not 
reach  that  House  as  a  Government 
measure;  but  as  no  independent  Mem- 
ber of  their  Lordships*  House  had  taken 
it  up,  and  as  it  appeared  to  him  that 
it  was  a  Bill  of  considerable  importance 
to  Ireland,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
He  had,  therefore,  undertaken  to  move 
the  second  reading.  What  he  would 
call  the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill  were 
contained  in  the  first  and  second  parts 
of  it.  The  main  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  ^ut  an  end  to  the  present  system  of 
voting  at  Poor  Law  eleotions  K>r  Guar- 
dians in  Ireland,  by  substituting  for  the 
voting  papers,  at  present  in  uae,  vote 
by  bfulot.  That  was  a  change  which, 
in  his  opnion,  would  be  one  of  great 
value  in  that  country.  He  could  not 
conceive  any  much  worse  system  than 
the  present  system  of  voting  for  Poor 
Law  Guardians.   The  unfOTtunate  voter 
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—as  everyone  who  knew  Ireland  most 
be  aware — wbb  exj^sed  ta  every  kiad  of 
the  most  contrary  infloences — to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  landlorci,  the  agent,  the 
bailiff,  the  local  Land  League,  the  red- 
hot  Nationalist,  who  might  be  his  next- 
door  neighbour,  the  priest,  and  the 
curate;  and  he  was  pressed  and  pulled 
in  all  directions  by  these  various  forces. 
8uoh  a  state  of  things  was  thoroughly 
objeotionable ;  and  under  such  pres- 
sure, and  such  contrary  motives  and 
paeuons,  the  system  of  voting  papers 
vras  liable  to  great  abuse,  and  it  was 
pretty  well  known  that  great  abuse  had 
taken  plaoe.  He  could  not  doubt  that 
it  would  be  a  groat  improvement  to  sub- 
stitute vote  by  ballot  for  that  system ; 
and  if  a  generiu  measure  were  introduced 
dealing  with  local  government  inlreland, 
he  had  no  donbt  t^t  this  provision  wonld 
form,  part  of  it.  Then  there  were  im- 
provements, as  concerned  registration, 
m  the  way  of  constructing  a  Begister  of 
Voters ;  and  the  Bill  also  proposed  a 
^eat  improvement  in  the  way  of  giv- 
ing proper  means  and  facilities  for  the 
hearing  of  Petitions  against  elections 
of  Guurdians.  It  was  proposed,  tmder 
the  Bill,  that  Petitions  should  be  referred 
to  the  County  Court  Jud^.  At  present, 
nothing  could  be  more  objectionable  than 
the  way  in  which  these  points  were  de- 
cided— namely,  by  means  of  inquiries 
held  by  Poor  Law  Inspectors.  It  was 
left  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
hold  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  a  particu- 
lar Guardian  had  been  properly  elected 
or  not.  The  result  was,  that  there  were 
constant  collisions  between  the  Boards 
of  Goardiana  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,  whose  duties  in  this  reject  were 
very  onerous  and  invidious.  His  right 
hon.Friendthe  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
had  informed  him  that,  since  the  Spring 
Poor  Law  elections,  the  return  of  127 
Gut^ans  had  been  disputed.  Eighty  of 
these  cases  had  been  decided;  the  rest 
remained  still  to  be  considered,  and  of 
those  considered,  10  had  been  set  aside. 
That  was  a  state  of  things  which  would 
be  cured  at  once  by  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill.  Then  there  was  a  clause  providing 
that  the  elections  should  be  held  trien- 
nially,  instead  of  auniially,  which, he  con- 
sidered, would  be  a  great  improvement. 
That,  in  his  view,  was  the  main  part  of 
the  Bill  that  he  would  ask  their  Lord- 
Bhips  to  read  a  second  time.  There  were 
other  p(»nts  of  considerable  importance. 

Lord  Cvlwgferd 


Thwe  was  a  provision  with  regard  to 
the  rateable  qualifications  of  Gnavdians. 
That  qualification,  which  now  varied  in 
Unions,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  it  was  proposed  to 
fix  at  £13.  At  present,  in  many  Unions 
it  was  higher,  and  in  many  others  lower 
than  that  sum.  Another  provisioo  fixed 
the  maximum  number  of  votes  which  any 
one  voter  might  give  at  18.  That  num- 
ber had  been  taken,  under  the  advice  of 
the  Law  Officers,  as  that  which  was  in- 
tended by  the  existing  law — that  was  to 
say,  six  votes  might  be  givtm  by  the 
same  person  in  each  of  three  diSerent 
capacities — namely,  as  owner,  as  ooou- 
pier,  and  as  holding  a  beneficial  interest. 
There  were  other  points  which  were  those 
mainly  in  dilute  in  the  oUier  House, 
and  which  would,  no  doubt,  be  mainly  in. 
dispnteinthis.  0nei»ovi8i<Hk|nroposedto 
reduoe  the  number  of  *x  ojltia  Guaxdiana 
from  one-half  to  one-thira  of  the  whole 
body.  That,  he  believed,  was  now  the 
legal  proportion  of  ex  officio  Guardians 
in  England,  and  it  was  also  the  propor- 
tion fixed  in  tho  original  Irish  Poor  Law, 
although  it  was  afterwards  raised  to 
one-half,  he  did  not  know  why.  Again, 
at  present,  any  Besident  Magistrates 
became  tx  officio  Guardians,  and  if  the 
number  of  Besideut  Magistrates  was  not 
sufficient,  it  was  filled  up  from  owners 
within  the  Union  who  resided  elsewhere ; 
but  it  was  a  chance,  of  course,  who  those 
gentleman  might  be.  The  Bill  proposed, 
while  reducing  the  legal  number  to  one- 
third,  that  the  Justices  should  them- 
selves elect  the  members  to  constitute 
that  one-third  from  their  own  body.  It 
was  found,  by  experience,  that  gentle- 
men BO  elected  for  the  exqpresa  purpose 
of  attending  the  Boards  of  Guarotans 
were  tax  more  likely  to  act  than  tiiose 
who  found  themselves  on  those  Boards 
by  haphazard,  so  to  speak.  By  this 
change  it  was  hoped  they  would  get 
magistrates  who  would  regularly  attend 
the  Boards.  Bat  the  proposal  which 
had  been  most  objected  to  was  that 
which  provided  for  the  abolition  of 
pi-oxy  voting.  At  present,  the  owner 
could  hand  over  his  proxies  to  his  agent, 
as  was  often  done,  in  blank,  leaving 
him  to  vote  for  whatever  Guardian  he 
pleased.  The  owner  might  be  living  out 
of  Ireland,  and,  knowing  nothing  about 
the  persons  who  were  candidates,  left  it 
to  his  agent  to  vote  for  htm.  Of  course, 
he  knew  the  ground  on  which  saoh  a 
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Bysiem  voold  be  defended — ^that  of  the 
dae  representation  of  property ;  but  he 
eubmitted  that  on  principle,  and  on  its 
merits,  it  vaa  very  difficult  to  defend 
aaoh  a  system.  He  quite  admitted,  how- 
ever, that  that  was  a  question  which 
was  very  well  open  to  discussion ;  but  it 
was  a  question  which  could  be  very  well 
discussed  in  Committee,  if  the  House  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time.  He  observed,  in- 
deed, that  in  the  other  House,  several  pro- 
minent Members  of  what  was  called  the 
"  Popular  Party"  thought  there  were 
other  possible  modes  of  dealing  with  that 
particalar  question.  There  was,  at  all 
emits,  great  objeotioii  to  the  exerdse 
of  the  TOting  power  by  a  mere  absentee 
IttBctlord,  who  sent  orer  a  pro^  whidi 
lasted  from  one  election  to  another.  The 
proxy  was  not  even  required  to  be  ex- 
erdsed  for  a  particnlar  eleoti<m,  but  it 
would  last  for  a  considerable  time. 

Thb  Mabqubss  op  WATERFOED: 
For  one  election  only. 

LoBD  CARLINQFOED  (Lord  Peesi- 
DEHT  of  the  Oouroil)  said,  he  very  much 
doubted  that  statement  of  the  noble 
Marquess ;  anyhow,  the  system  was 
much  objected  to.  That,  however,  was 
a  matter  which  was  quite  open  for  oonsi- 
deration  in  Committee ;  but  fae  might 
aay  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  the  power,  and  would  be  pre- 
pared, as  far  as  they  oould,  to  exercise 
the  power,  of  so  fixing  the  elections 
in  the  difiFerent  Unions  that  owners  of 
property  might  be  able  personally  to 
exerdee  their  right  of  voting  in  Unions 
in  whidi  they  were  interested  on  dif- 
lenai  days.  That  was  how  that  mat- 
ter  stood.  He  bad  said  that  these  last 
points,  though  of  considerable  import- 
ance, were  not  the  essential  principle  of 
the  Bill ;  and  he  would  ask  their  Lord- 
ships to  read  the  Bill  a  second  lime,  be- 
cause he  held  that,  in  the  present  oir- 
eumstances  of  Ireland,  the  change  in 
the  present  system  of  voting  to  vote 
by  ballot  would  be  of  great  advantage 
as  preventing  much  abuse  and  a  vast 
amount  of  the  harassing  and  undue 
preesore  to  which  voters  were  subject. 
Further  than  that,  the  question  of  a 
diange  in  the  system  of  proxy  voting  to 
which  he  had  alluded  was  a  matter  very 
well  worth  diseasing,  and  it  could  be 
disoasaed  in  Oommittee.  Xo  doubt,  there 
WHS  very  much  to  be  said  about  the  due 
representatioa  property  in  these  eleo- 
fioni^  and  it  waa  often  urged  that  the 


argument  in  favour  of  the  case  in  Ire- 
land was  much  stronger  than  in  England, 
because,  in  Ireland,  the  rates  were  di- 
vided— one-half  falling  on  the  landlord 
and  one-half  on  the  tenant — while  in 
the  case  of  holdings  under  £4  the  rates 
were  paid  wholly  by  the  landlord.  That 
was  a  consideration  which  their  Lord- 
ships would  bear  in  view.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  thought  it  right  to  say  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  this 
attempt  to  divide  the  rates  between  land- 
lord and  tenant  in  Ireland  had  been  very 
successful;  and  as  to  the  oomparison 
with  the  payment  of  poor  rates  in 
England,  he  thought  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  doubt  whether,  in  the  long  run, 
the  landlord  in  England  did  not  pay 
more  than  the  landlord  in  Ireland.  The 

?[tte8tion  hi^  often  been  discussed  how 
sr  the  rates  were  thrown  on  the  landlord 
in  this  country.  Certainly,  in  present  cir- 
cumstances, an  English  tenant  in  taking 
a  farm  would  take  the  rates  into  ac- 
count, and  make  the  fullest  allowance 
for  them ;  and  if,  on  the  expiration  of 
bis  lease  or  agreement,  matters  were  not 
arranged  to  his  satisfaction  with  the 
landlord,  in  connection  with  his  rent, 
the  tenant  would  throw  up  his  form  and 
look  for  another.  The  case,  however, 
was  different  in  Irdand.  A  diminution  of 
the  rent  in  proportion  to  the  rates  was 
not  80  easily  made  in  Ireland,  inasmuch 
as  freedom  of  contract  entered  so  little 
into  the  question  of  the  settlement  oi 
rent,  a  fact  which  he  considered  one  of 
those  elementary  truths  that  were  plain 
to  everyone  who  had  learned  to  open  his 
eyes  to  the  conditions  of  Irish  life.  He 
very  much  doubted,  therefore,  whether, 
in  spite  of  the  artificial  division  of 
the  rate  between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant  in  Ireland,  the  rates  did  not,  in 
fact,  fall  to  a  larger  extent  on  the  land- 
lord in  this  country  than  they  did  in 
Ireland.  That,  however,  was  a  matter 
of  argument ;  and  he  now  asked  their 
Lordships  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time,  on  the  ground  that  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  was  a  good  one— that  of 
substituting  for  the  present  system  of 
voting  papers  vote  by  ballot. 

Moved,  "ThattheBiUbenowreadS*." 
— ( The  lord  President.) 

Thb  Euuc  of  LONOFOBD,  in  risiog 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  t^t  day  three  months,  said,  that  he 
did  not  think  the  reform  proposed  at  all 
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such  a  pleasant  one  as  the  noble  Lord 

opposite  (Lord  Carlingford)  had  seemed 
to  regard  it,  and  there  were  good  reasons 
■why  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  certain 
time.  The  measure,  in  the  first  place, 
did  not  come  from  aggrieved  Guardians 
or  ratepayers,  but  &om  the  politioiane 
who  had  been  oi^anizing  the  Irish 
Boards  of  Guardians  into  amateur  poli- 
tical debating  societies  for  their  own 
purposes,  llie  noble  Lord  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  had  not  quite 
oorrectly  described  the  parentage  oi  the 
Bill,  nor  the  circumstances  of  its  pas- 
sage through  the  other  House.  He  (the 
Earl  of  Longford)  found  that  the  names 
which  originally  appeared  on  the  back 
of  it,  were  Mr.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Grur,  Mr. 
Mayne,  Mr.  O'SiUliran,  and  Mr.  Marnm. 
Kow,  he  desired  to  speak  of  those  Gen- 
tlemen with  all  respect  as  Bepresen- 
tatives  of  considwable  constituencies; 
but  they  were  members  of  an  ex- 
treme political  Party,  and  one  of  their 
articles  of  faith,  according  to  their  own 
utterances,  was  to  bring  the  landlords 
to  their  knees  If  this  Bill  were  passed, 
it  would  have  an  effect  in  that  direction. 
The  noble  Lord,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  mentioned  its 
passage  through  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  but  ho  scarcely  gave  an  idea  of 
how  the  Government  had  treated  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill.  He  (the  Earl  of 
llbngford)  found  that  the  Bill  had 
been  introduced  by  private  Members 
early  in  the  year.  It  came  on  for  second 
reading  on  the  2nd  of  July,  and  then 
Mr.  Trevelyan,  on  behalf  of  the  Govem- 
mont,  smiled  upon  it  and  spoke  favour- 
ably of  it.  He  (the  Earl  of  Longford) 
tliought  the  right  faon.  Gentleman  had 
adopted  it ;  but  the  noble  Lord  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Oouncil  said  that  the 
Bill  was  not  regularly  in  his  hands.  It 
was  adopted  by  him,  however,  so  far 
as  speaking  favourably  of  it;  and 
he  showed  his  approval  of  it  by  in- 
dicating certain  Amendments  to  which 
he  would  consent,  and  which  would  re- 
move some  of  the  objectionable  features 
of  the  Bill.  The  result  was,  the  Irish 
Members  and  the  Government  having 

J'oined,  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  were 
lelpless,  and  did  not  divide  against 
it.  Here  fae  might  observe  that  a 
majority  supporting  the  Government  in 
the  other  House  were  described  as  an 
intelligent  representation  of  the  will  of 
the  nation ;  whereas,  in  th«r  Lordships* 

2A«  Earl  ofZoitafori 


House,  a  majority  against  the  Govern- 
ment were  spoken  of  in  altogether  dif- 
ferent  terms.  With  this  indication  of 
Mr.  Trevelyan's  view  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  the  Bill  went  to  the 
next  stage,  which  came  on  the  15th 
of  July.  The  Amendments  which  Mr. 
Trevelyan  had  referred  to  were  then 
adopted,  and  the  Bill  was  toned  down 
by  me  omission  of  some  of  the  condi- 
tions to  which  the  opponents  had  strongly 
objected.  The  Beport  stage  of  the  Bill 
was  taken  on  the  17th  of  Jnly ;  and  on 
that  occasion,  to  the  astonishment  oi  the 
opponents  of  the  measure,  the  same 
Amendments  to  vhidi  Mr.  Trevelyan 
had  acceded  two  days  before  were  can- 
celled, and  the  objectionable  conditions 
were  reinstated  in  the  Bill  with  no  f^. 
ther  notice  than  the  insertion  in  the 
Yotes  ottthat  morning.  The  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  was  low  down  on  the 
Orders  of  the  Day,  and  did  not  come  on 
until  2  o'clock;  and,  notwithstandiag 
the  earnest  protests  of  the  few  opponents 
of  the  Bill  who  were  present,  by  a 
Division  at  close  on  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  Bill  passed  in  its  present 
objectionable  state.  That  was  the  mode 
in  which  the  Bill  had  pateed  through 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  which  it 
had  come  to  their  Lordships  for  con- 
sideration. He  was  far  horn  charging 
any  Member  of  the  Government  with 
sharp  practice  in  the  matter;  but  he 
scarcely  knew  in  what  other  way  to  cha- 
racterize what  had  oconrred;  and,  if  he 
were  not  to  say  another  word,  he  thought 
he  was  jnstifled  in  asking  their  Lord- 
ships to  reject  such  a  slippexy  Bill  in  Buoh 
slippery  bands.  However,  he  had  a  few 
words  to  say  about  the  merits  of  the  Bill, 
i^  regard  to  which  he  took  a  somewhat 
different  view  from  the  Lord  President. 
This  Bill,  if  passed,  would  be  the  means 
of  creating  further  sources  of  ill-will  be- 
tween the  different  classes  living  in 
Ireland.  As  regarded  election  of  Guar- 
dians by  ballot,  end  for  a  term  of 
three  years,  if  they  were  considering 
a  new  mode  of  constructing  the  Poor 
Law  system,  there  might  be  something 
to  say  on  those  points ;  but  the  present 
system  was  not,  by  any  means,  open  to 
the  objections  to  whi<m  the  noble  Lord 
had  referred.  The  conditions  of  the 
Poor  Law  in  England  and  in  Ireland 
were  quite  different.  The  proposed 
change  was  really  a  theoretioal  rather 
than  a  practical  one,  and  it  might 
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very  well  wait  for  consideration  here- 
after. The  owners  of  property  had 
great  reason  to  view  this  Bill  with  sus- 
pioion ;  and  when  he  said  this,  he  did 
not  in  any  way  take  an  exaggerated 
riew  of  the  rights  of  property.  As  re- 
garded himself,  he  lived  a  good  deal  in 
Ireland,  and  generally  on  good  terms 
with  his  neighbours,  except  sometimes. 
The  Poor  Law -was  a  very  neavy  burden 
indeed  upon  the  owners  of  property; 
and  in  the  construction  of  the  Poor 
Law  system  one-third  ez  officio  Guar- 
dians were  placed  upon  the  Board. 
Subsequently  that  proportion  was  in- 
creased to  one-half,  as  it  now  remained; 
and,  considering  the  amount  owners  of 
property  contributed  to  the  rates,  they 
were  fully  entitled  to  the  representation 
they  at  present  enjoyed.  They  paid 
more  than  half  the  poor  rate,  and 
they  were  entitled  to  half  of  the  repre- 
sentation. Thwe  was  certainly  no  pre- 
tence for  the  assertion  that  the  elected 
Guardians  were  habitually  overborne  by 
ihe  ex  o^eio  Guardians.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  case  made  it  impossible  ; 
because  the  elected  Guardians,  being 
always  resident  in  the  Union,  were 
available  at  all  times,  the  contrary  being 
the  case  with  the  me  ojfieio  Guardians. 
Those  g^tlemen  having  occupations  at 
a  distance  were  rarely  all  available  at 
one  time.  On  such  occasions  as  the 
election  of  Ohairman — or  to  resist  politi- 
cal questions  which  had  no  concern  with 
the  Poor  Law  administration — on  such 
oocaaions,  though  rarely,  the  tx  ojicio 
Guardians  might  be  able  to  assert  them- 
selres  in  favour  of  something  like  order. 
In  four  Unions  with  which  ne  was  con- 
nected the  eleiited  Guardians  had  re- 
cently displaced  m  offieio  officials  in 
faTour  of  members  of  tiieir  own  body. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  proposal 
in  the  Bill  to  reduce  the  proportion 
of  «r  officio  members  from  a-half  to 
one-third  could  foe  reasonably  defended. 
A  change  on  which  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Oarlingford)  had  spoken,  and 
about  which  he  thought  he  appeared 
to  be  a  little  uncertain,  was  the  matter 
of  the  abolition  of  the  proxy.  Upon 
that  point,  if  the  noble  Lord  wished  for 
further  information,  he  could  refer  him 
to  the  speech  which  Mr.  Trevelyan  de- 
lirered  in  June,  1883,  and  in  which  he 
would  find  himself  most  completely  re- 
foted  in  almost  eTerything  he  had  said. 
There  was  no  real  abuse  in  this  matter  of 
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voting  by  proxy.  It  was  not  the  cue  of 
a  standing  authority  handed  over  by  an 
absent  man  to  a  deputy.  The  proxy 
form  filled  np  was  an  elaborate  one, 
must  be  signed  in  the  presence  of  a 
witness,  and  could  only  be  used  on  one 
oooaeion.  A  further  clause  in  the  Bill 
reduced  the  qualification  for  the  Guar- 
dians in  many  cases.  This  was  really 
most  unwise.  The  policy  of  Parliament 
now  was  to  impose  upon  Boards  of 
Guardians  new  and  additional  duties, 
and  it  was  not  desirable  at  all  to  reduce 
their  status.  If  their  status  was  re- 
duced, they  would  become  a  chorus 
to  be  worked  by  the  wire-pullers  as 
political  agents.  The  cento^  dauses  of 
the  Bill  were  elaborate  arrangements  for 
raising  disputes  as  to  elections  of  Guar- 
dians, and  for  deciding  disputed  cases. 
The  Land  Act  had  created  disputes  in 
almost  every  parish  in  Ireland,  and  it 
was  unnecessary  to  introduce  these  fur- 
ther differences  of  opinion.  On  the  whole, 
he  would  say  that  the  Bill  was  not  re- 
quired for  the  better  administration  of  the 
Poor  Law.  It  was  brought  forward  for 
altogether  different  purposes,  and  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  reject  it. 
Therefore,  in  order  to  give  them  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so,  he  would  move  its 
postponement  for  three  months. 

Amendment  mwBtd^  to  leave  out 
("now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("  this  day  three  months.")— 
{The  Earl  of  Lmgford.) 

LoBD  FITZGEEALD  said,  there 
were  provisions  in  the  Bill  to  which  he 
also  entirely  objected.  He  particularly 
referred  to  the  clause  providiog  for  a 
reduction  in  the  proportion  of  the  as 
fl^iwff  Guardians  to  the  elected  &om 
one-half  to  one-third.  Whether  such  a 
change  might  be  wise  eventually  he  did 
Bot  presume  to  say ;  but,  in  his  judg- 
ment, it  certainly  was  not  wise  at  the 
present  time.  If  the  Bill  should  reach 
Committee,  and  if  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (the  Earl  of  Longford)  moved  the 
rejection  of  that  clause,  he  promised  that 
he  would  support  him.  He  could  not 
support  the  proposal  to  abolish  proxy 
votiag.  It  would  be  unfair,  and  to- do 
so  would  be  to  create  a  further  diver-  ^ 
geoce  between  the  law  of  England  and 
Ireland  to  which  he  objected.  One  of 
the  main  principles  of  the  Bill  waa 
voting  by  ballot,  and  to  that  he  waa 
favourable,  but  he^c.»ten<JedQtl5^f^ 
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was  not  necessary  to  protect  tenants  from 
the  landlords  as  had  been  saggested. 
They  required  no  protection  in  that 
direction;  but  he  did  think  they  re- 
quired proteotion  from,  certain  other  ex- 
ternal influences,  and  he  therefore  ap- 
xtrored  of  the  clause  providing  for  voting 
by  ballot  The  Bill  contained  a  great 
deal  of  useful  matter,  such  as  the  pro- 
vision for  making  an  elected  Guardian  a 
Guardian  for  three  years,  and  for  try- 
ing all  questions  as  to  disputed  elections 
of  Guardians  before  a  County  Court 
Judge  without  a  jury.  He  thongbt 
that  a  cheap  and  very  Constitutional 
mode  of  settling  such  disputes.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  accept  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  seeing,  as 
be  bad  said,  that  it  contained  a  great 
deal  of  very  useful  matter,  and  that  they 
oonld  then  go  into  Oommittee,  where 
all  proper  Amendments  could  be  made. 
It  would  then  be  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  accept  them,  or  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility  of  rejecting  them. 

Xhb  Mabquess  07  WATEBFOBD 
sud,  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Fitz- 
gerald) agreed  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  Bill  was  most  objectionable.  The 
only  two  points  which  he  appeared  to 
approve  were  the  povisiona  for  making 
the  election  of  a  Guardian  last  for  three 
years,  and  for  trying  election  petitions 
in  regard  to  Poor  law  matters  before 
a  County  Court  Judge.  As  far  as  he 
(the  Marqness  of  Waterford)  himself 
was  concerned,  there  was  only  one  thing 
in  the  measure  which  he  believed  was 
good,  and  that  was  that  the  elections 
should  take  place  every  three  years. 
The  law,  both  of  England  and  Ireland, 
had  worked  very  well,  and  he  main- 
tained that  the  new  machinery  was  en* 
tirely  unnecessary.  Bnt  the  Bill  bristled 
with  various  other  proposed  changes  in 
the  law,  and  it  was  not  worth  while 
reading  the  Bill  a  second  time,  merely 
for  the  purpose  oi  passing  into  law  two 
Budi  provisions  as  those  of  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  approved.  The 
Bill  was  entirely  different  m>m  any  other 
that  had  ever  been  proposed  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  No  previouB  Bill 
destroyed  the  ex  officio  element.  He 
could  not  make  out  where  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Oarlingford)  found  the 
agreement  of  which  he  spoke  as  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  He  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Waterford)  was  satisfied  that 


the  Conservative,  and  he  believed  a 
great  portion  of  the  Liberal  Members 
in  the  House  of  Commons  were  entirely 
opposed  to  a  great  number  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

Lord  OARLINGFORD  (Loed  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council)  :  I  spoke  of  the 
principle  of  vote  by  ballot. 

The  Harqubss  at  WATERFORD 
said,  the  Bill  would  take  away  from 
those  who  contributed,  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, to  the  payment  of  rates  all  control 
over  the  disbursement  of  those  rates. 
In  Ireland  the  landlord  paid  half  his 
tenant's  poor  rates,  and  the  whole  of 
his  poor  rates  if  he  was  rated  under 
£4.  The  landlords  of  Ireland  thus  paid 
about  five-eighths  of  the  whole  rates  of 
Ireland,  and  this  Bill  would  take  from 
them  the  power  which  they  now  possessed 
over  the  expenditure  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians. He  thought  their  Lordships  had 
every  right  to  reject  the  Bill.  He  waa 
advising  them  to  do  so,  not  on  his  own 
authority,  but  on  the  authority  of  a 
Gentleman  who  ought  to  know  better 
than  anyone  else  at  this  moment  what 
should  be  done  in  Ireland.  He  meant 
the  authority  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  who  said  last  year  that  the  num- 
ber of  owners  to  occupiers  was  most  dis- 
proportionate, and  that  in  the  richest 
Unions  they  were  in  the  proportion  of 
seven  or  eight  to  one.  Yet  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  supported  such  a 
Bill  as  this,  which  would  still  farther 
reduce  the  number  of  ex  officio  Guar- 
dians. They  were  to  be,  according  to 
the  clause  in  the  Bill,  not  one-third  of 
the  Board,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
Lord  President,  but  one-third  of  the 
elected  Guardians,  which  was  one-fourth 
of  the  Board. 

Lord  CARHNQFORD  (Lord  Prbsi- 
DENT  of  the  Council)  :  No,  no. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD 
said,  the  Bill  proposed  that  the  ex-offiem 
should  be  one-third  of  the  elected  Guar- 
dians, and  therefore  one-fourth  of  the 
whole.  It  was  a  very  easy  calculation. 
He  believed  that  in  Ireland  the  ex  officio 
Guardians  were  at  one  time  only  a 
third  ;  but  that  the  proportion  was  raised 
to  a  half  in  J  847  by  Lord  John  Bussell, 
a  Liberal  Minister,  on  account  of  the 
jobbery  and  extravagance  that  existed. 
Mr.  Trevelyan  had  entirely  changed  his 
tactics  since  last  year.  He  then  stated 
that,  having  regtu^l  to  the  fact  that  the 
owners  paid  one-half     -the  rajtes,  it 
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Tould  be  extremely  unjust  if,  practi- 
cally, the  whole  election  was  handed 
OTer  to  the  occupiers.    He  (the  Mar- 

aaesa  of  Waterford)  coald  not  make  out 
le  influence  that  had  been  at  work 
since  then.  The  right  hon.  Q-entleman 
entirely  forgot  that  it  the  Bill  passed  it 
would  hare  the  effect  of  abolishing 
proxy  Toting,  for  owners  who  had  pro- 
perty in  various  districts  and  Unions  in 
Ireland  could  not  be  travelling  about  for 
three  weeks,  as  would  probably  be  ne- 
cessary to  record  their  vote,  especially 
as  the  elections  might  in  many  cases 
take  place  on  the  same  day. 

LoKD  CAELTNGFORD  (Loed  Pbesi- 
i>EST  of  the  Coitkcil)  said,  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  also  said  that  the 
present  system  of  proxy  voting  was  de- 
testable. 

Ta«  Mahqcess  of  "WATERFORD 
said,  he  would  admit  that  Mr.Trevelyan 
did  say  that ;  but  he  did  not  show  why 
it  was  detestable.  That  he  should  have 
changed  his  opinion  on  the  subject  was 
perfectly  extraordiuaTy.  The  whole  mea- 
sure showed  an  intention  to  oust  the 
owners  from  managing  the  money  which 
they  themselves  paid.  It  was  a  monstrous 

Sroposal  which  reduced  the  ex  offieio 
roardians  to  one-fourth  of  the  Board. 
He  must  say  that  it  was  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  ma  noble  Friend  should  bring 
up  to  their  Lordships  s  Bill  that  was 
passed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
in  such  a  way  as  this  Bill.  Last  year 
Mr.  Trevelyan  said  he  was  in  favour  of 
continuing  the  ex  officio  Guardians  ;  but 
this  year  the  clause  had  been  knocked 
out  in  Oommittce  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  the  Government  them- 
selves, and  on  Report  Mr.  Trevelyan 
came  forward  and  re-inserted  it.  That 
change  spoke  volumes  for  the  pressure 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Government  and  on  Mr.  Trevelyan  by 
30  S^embers  actine  together.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Biu  would  entirely  revo- 
lutionize the  whole  system  of  the  Poor 
Law  in  Irdand.  Some  of  them  might 
not  be  as  vicious  as  others ;  but  there 
was  only  a  single  point  of  which  he  could 
approve.  If  t  he  law  in  Ireland  was  as- 
similated to  tihat  in  England,  and  the 
occiipiers  paid  thar  own  rates,  there 
might  be  no  such  objection  to  the  Bill ; 
but  when  in  no  case  the  occupier  paid 
more  than  half  the  rates,  and  in  many 
instances  no  rates  at  all,  he  could  not 
oooceive  how  so  iniquitous  a  Bill  could 


ever  have  been  broueht  before  their 
Lordships'  House.  BLe  would  give  an 
instance  of  how  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
in  Ireland  carried  on  their  work.  Mr. 
Sexton,  speaking  two  years  ago  in  Ire- 
land, suggested  how  the  expenditure  of 
the  landlords  might  be  increased  by 
making  them  pay  rates  for  the  families' 
of  suspects  and  evicted  tenants  ;  and  on 
looking  over  a  Return  of  the  Tralee 
Board  of  Guardians  he  found  that  that. 
Board  allowed  £1  15«.  each  to  the  fami- 
lies of  suspects,  while  they  only  allowed 
from  \».  Bd.  to  5«.  for  the  same  number 
of  a  family  of  other  distressed  persons. 
That  was  the  way  in  which  the  rates 
were  disbursed  by  elected  Guardians  in 
Ireland  ;  and,  of  course,  this  came  much 
heavier  upon  the  landlords.  He  had  a 
letter  that  morning  from  a  gentleman 
in  Ireland,  a  Catholic,  and  a  strong  Libe- 
ral, who  said  that  if  this  Bill  passed  he 
and  his  friends,  as  ex  officios,  would  never 
go  into  the  Board  of  Guardians  again, 
because  they  would  only  be  laughed  at 
and  insulted.  The  Bill  would  give  a 
most  frightful  impetus  to  jobbery  of 
every  description.  Last  year  the  Car- 
rick-on-Suir  Guardians  had  to  be  dis- 
banded, and  paid  Guardians  were  sent 
down.  If  the  Bill  was  allowed  to  pass,  this 
would  soon  have  to  be  the  case  in  almost 
every  instance  in  Ireland,  for  the  extra- 
vagance of  Boards  elected  as  these  would 
be  could  hardly  be  described.  He  there- 
fore trusted  the  Bill  would  be  rejected. 

On  Question,  "That  (*now')  stand 
part  of  the  Motion  ?  "  Their  Lordships 
divided :  —  Contents  41 ;  Not-Contonts 
110:  Minority  69. 

CONTENTS. 

Selbome,  E.  (£.  Chan-   Breadalbane,  L.  (£. 
Mltor.)  Breadalbane.) 

Oaltlunpe,  L. 
AUeebmy,  M.  Carlingford,  L. 

Nomuinoy,  H.  Carrington,  It. 

Dormer,  L. 

Dffl-by,  E.  Ettrick,  L.  (£.  iVapwr.) 

UnuviUe,  E.  FitzGterald,  L. 

Innes,  E.    {D.  Ror-   Hammond,  L. 

burgke.)  Hothfield,  Za 

Kimberlev,  E.  Kenry,  L.   (E.  J>tM- 

MorleT,  E.  raven   and  JfowNf* 

Northbrook,  B.  Earl.) 
Spencer,  E.  Methuen,  L. 

Sydney,  E.  Moiuon,  L.  ITtUer.] 

Bamsay,  L.  {£.  Dal' 
Everaley,  Y.  kmuie.) 

BibblMdiOe,  L. 
Aberdore,  L.  BobaitM,  L. 

Belper,  L.  Sandhurst,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  {E.  Cork  and   Save  and  8ele,  L. 
Orrery.)     [Trifcr.]     Sefton^.];..  {E.  SeXton.) 

L  2  Digilizedby  VjOOQIC 


BomertoH,  L.  (E.  Kor- 

manton.) 
Bbafford,  L.   (T.  Eh- 

JIM.) 
Sndfllfljr,  L. 


Thnrlow,  Ii. 

^AruQBlf  III 

Wenlock,  1^ 
WolTerton,  L. 
Wrottealey,  L. 


NOT-OONTENTS. 
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Worlinghun,  L.  (£.   Zoaoho   of  Hazyog- 

Oosford.)  wortii,  L. 

Wynford,  L. 

R*»oh«i  in  the  nnfative. 

BiU  to  be  read  2*  ^      ^«  MWf)!*. 

SHERIFF  COTTRT  HOUSES  (SCOTLAND) 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  193.) 
(The  Sari  of  DalhotuU.) 
SECOND  BEADIITO. 

Order  of  the  Bay  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

llov$d,  "That  the  BiU  be  now  read  2'.*' 
— ( nt  Earl  of  Dalhoutis.) 

The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  eaid,  that 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Abinger),  who 
had  opposed  the  BiU  on  Tuesday,  had 
given  Notice  of  his  intention  to  renew 
that  opposition.  He  (the  Earl  of 
Wemyss)  would  venture  very  humbly 
to  suggest  to  him,  having  supported  him 
on  the  previous  oecaston,  whether  it 
might  not  be  desirable  for  him  to  with- 
draw his  opposition,  because,  from  ia- 
formation  he  had  got  from  Scotland,  he 
beUeved  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  ar- 
rangement whioh  had  been  eome  to  was 
a  very  fair  one,  so  far  as  the  Treasury 
was  concerned.  This  BiU,  as  it  now 
stood,  would  give  advantages  to  Soot- 
ti^  CDanties  which  had  already  gone  to 
expense  in  the  erection  of  Oourt  Hoosea, 
the  cost  and  maintenance  of  which  up 
to  the  present  time  had  mainly  faUen  on. 
the  rates.  These  counties  were  at  pre- 
sent entirely  out  in  the  cold,  as  they  did 
not  come  under  the  provisions  of  tho 
Act  of  1860.  As  regarded  the  security 
which  the  Treasury  hoped  to  obtain 
aghast  undue  expenditure,  he  thought 
there  was  nothing  unreasonable  in  that. 
Indeed,  looking  at  the  BiU  as  a  whole, 
he  ventured  to  think  that  it  was  one 
in  the  interests  of  the  Scottish  oountiea, 
and  that  it  should  pass  into  law. 

LoBD  ABINGER  said,  that,  since  he 
put  the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the 
BiU  on  the  Notice  Paper,  he  had  been 
in  commuDicatton  with  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate and  several  noble  Loi^s  from  Soot- 
land  on  both  sidee  of  the  House ;  and, 
upon  tho  whole,  ho  thought  die  general 
opinion  seemed  to  be  that  they  had 
better  come  to  a  compromise,  rather 
than  fight  the  measure.  He  thought 
some  points  of  the  measure  were  very- 
objectionable  ;  but,  after  all,  in  matters 
of  compromiee,  they  coul<l.not  eznect  to 
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Katlsiid,D. 
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AbergaTflmiy,  M. 
Exeter,  M. 
Boartfbrd,  M> 
Saliabory,  M. 
Wmoliener,  M. 

Abingdon,  E. 
AnaeBl«y,  E. 
Ashbuniliam,  E. 
Bradford,  E. 
Cairns,  E. 
Caledon,  E. 
CkrendoD,  E. 
Cloamell.  E. 
Dartrey,  E. 
ESesmere,  E. 
FeveEaham,  E. 
Fort«Bcae,  E. 
Hardwioke,  E. 
Hartowby,  E. 
Ho*e,  B. 
Ilchester,  E. 
Eilnorey,  E. 
lAoesbOToagh,  E. 
Lathom,  E. 
Leven  and  UdvQIe,  K. 
Lacan,  E. 
Maccleetield,  E. 
Uilltow^  E. 
Nelson,  B, 
Povia,  E. 
BadnoT,  E. 
Kedflsdale,  E. 
Bonmey,  E. 
BoBse,  £. 
BoSBlyii,K 
6oIkirk,B. 
Hondes,  E. 
Stanhope,  E. 
Zetland,  E. 

Clancarty.V.  {31.  Clan- 

Gmigh  V. 
Hawarden,  Y. 
Templetown,  V. 
Torrmgton,  Y. 

Abinger,  L. 
Amherst  L.(  V.Solmei- 

daU.) 
Ardilaon,  L. 
Bwot,  L. 

Bwfonr  of  Barley,  L. 
Blantyrs,  L. 
Boaton,  L. 
Braboum^  L. 
BrodpioliL.{r  Mrffo- 
.  (aft.) 


Carysfort,  L.  {E.Cmy- 

fort.) 

Castletown,  L. 
Clanwilliam,   L.  {S. 

CloHwilliam.) 
Clifford,  of  Chndlmgti, 

L. 

doobrock,  I*. 
CIoDCurry,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
Cottesloe,  L. 
Crofton,  L. 
DeDman,  L. 
Digby,  L. 
Doningtoo,  L. 
EUcmbonagh,  L. 
Forbes,  L. 
Forester,  L. 
Oage,L.    (r.  Oag«  ) 
Oerard,  L. 
Harledi,  L. 
Hawke,  L. 

Howard  d*  Walden, 

L. 

InchiquiQ,  L. 
Keane,  L, 

EenIis,L.  (Jf.  Smut- 
fir*) 

Eer,  L.  (Jf.  ZoMtoii,) 
LamiDgfam,  L. 
Langford,  L. 
Leoonfield,  L. 
LvToden,  L. 
MiddletoD,  L. 
MinateT,  L.  (if.  Oon- 

ytigham.) 
Mooro,  L.   {M.  Dreg' 

htda.) 
Mostyn,  L. 
Norton,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne, 
L. 

Oriel,  L.  (T.  Mmt- 

rwfw.) 
Penrhyn,  L. 
Bodney,  L. 
BoBsmore,  L. 
Saltersf Old,  L.  (  E.Cour- 

towfi.) 
Saltonn,  L. 

Shuts,  L.  (r.  Barring, 
ton.) 

Silchester,  L.  (E.  Long- 
ford.) ITelUr.-] 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  L. 
Stratbeden  and  Camp- 
bell, L. 
Strathnaim,  L. 
Templemore,  L. 
Trevor,  L. 

Tyrone,  L.  (if.  Water- 
ford.)  lTeller.1 
Wemyss,      L.  {B. 

Wemyit.) 
Winmarleigh,  L. 
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hare  oTeryUung  their  own  way.  Some 
of  the  counties  would  benefit  by  it,  and 
others  would  &u£fer  by  it;  but,  on  the 
whole,  he  thought  it  was  the  general 
feeling  oi  the  Peers  froni  JSootUnd  that 
the  Bill  should  pass. 

Thb  Babl  of  BOSEBEBY  said,  he 
wished  to  call  their  Lordships'  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time  in  the  other  House  four  dayo  after 
the  "  Massacre  of  the  lonocents."  The 
"  Massacre  of  the  Innocents  "  induded, 
as  their  Lordships  knew,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  Bill,  whilst  this  Bill,  if  hich 
was  one  of  much  lees  advantage  to  Scot- 
land, was  allowed  to  proceed.  He  con- 
fessed he  should  like  to  be  able  to  gire 
his  friends  in  Scotland  some  explanation 
of  this.   

The  Eakl  of  EIUBEBLEY  said,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  explanation 
was  tttremely  simple.  This  was  a  very 
small  and  nnimportant  BiU,  while  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  Bill,  as  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Eosebery)  would 
himself  admit,  was  one  of  great  im- 
portance, and  in  a  different  category  al- 
together. 

LoBD  BALFOITE  said,  he  was  glad 
his  noble  Friend  ^Lord  Abinger)  nad 
not  persisted  in  his  opposition  to  the 
Bill,  Decause  he  thought,  on  the  whole, 
it  was  a  Bill  which  could  fairly  be  ac- 
cepted. The  point,  however,  he  wished 
to  represent  to  the  House  was  this — he 
thought  the  Scottish  counties  were  not 
f^riy  treated  in  the  wmt  in  which  this 
Bill  was  introduced,  ^e  Members  of 
the  QoTemment  knew  perfectly  well  that 
the  principal  meetings  of  the  Scottish 
counties — of  Oommissioners  of  Supply, 
and  such  meetings — were  held  towards 
the  end  of  April  and  the  beginning  of 
May.  The  Government  must  by  that 
time  have  made  up  their  minds  to  intro- 
duce this  Bill,  because  it  was  introduced 
very  soon  afterwards  in  the  other  House. 
In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  so  closely 
afTecting  the  adminisiration  of  counties 
and  the  laying  on  of  assessments,  it  was 
surely  omy  natural  that  the  Commis- 
moners  of  Supply  should  have  been 
given  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion  on  the  matter;  but  oy  the  course 
wnich  the  Government  took  in  intro- 
ducing the  BiU  towards  the  end  of  May, 
it  was  Tory  likely  to  sUp  through  with- 
out any  notice  being  attracted  to  it.  It 
was  read  a  seoond  time  in  the  other 
fioDMVeiysoon  after  its  introduction,  and 


slipped  quickly  through  several  stages, 
and,  being  a  Money  BiU,  no  Amendment 
could  have  been  put  into  it  in  this  House. 
Therefore  he  must  say  he  thought  the 
time  chosen  by  the  Government  for 
introducing  the  Bill  was  a  most  unfor- 
tunate one.  He  had  only  this  further 
to  say— that  if  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
Bill  had  passed,  they  might  have  been 
insured  against  such  procedure  on  the 
part  of  the  Treasury  in  future.  He 
thought  the  only  cure  against  their 
being  treated  in  this  way  in  Scotland 
was  to  have  a  responsible  Department 
to  look  after  the  aSairs  of  thai  country ; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  he  sincerely 
trusted  that  BiUs  of  this  kind,  so  much 
affecting  the  administration  of  coimtieB 
as  this  did,  would  be  introduced  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  Session,  and  before 
the  principal  meetings  of  those  having 
charge  of  the  administration  of  the 
oounties. 

Motion  affretd  i«  ;  BiU  read  3*  aooord- 
ingly,  and  eommitttd  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To^momtf, 

House  a4joazn«d  at  »  quarter  past 
Six  o'idock,  tiU^To-DKOTOW,  a 
qoarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  OOUUONS, 


Thwraday,  24M  J%hf,  1884. 


MINTJTTS.]  —  Select  CoMMrrrsE  —  Sp^aX 
Iteport — Polioe  and  Saoitary  Regulations 
TNo.  298J  ;  Agricultural  Labourers  (Irelimd), 
Mr.  Rathbone  diKh.^  Mr.  Choofcham  udtkd. 

Bdpflt— AMftdfrMf  in  Omnmitite—CrrxL  Sertios 
EsTjiUTBB— Class  IH.— Lav  and  Jvsnca— 
Yotas  3  to  13. 
Buolutiotu  [JnW  22^  33]  r^orUi. 

pDBLic  BtLia— Ordered — J!frj<  JlAn^i'ti^— Expir- 
ing Laws  Ciontinuance  *  [306]. 

Firtt  .fitfot^iti^— Suprems  Court  of  Judicators 
Amandmeat*  [307]. 

Referred  to  Settet  Commiltge—UUttei  (kual  and 
Tyrone  Kavigation  •  £244]. 

Special  Report  of  Seuet  Cumnittee — Church 
Patronage  *  [No.  297] ;  Church  FabonaM 
(No.  2)»[25n. 

Committee  —  Superannnation  [116]  —  a.V. ; 
Public  Works  Loans  [299]— B.r. 

Committee — Sepori— Tier  and  Harbour  Provi- 
sional Orders  {re-comm.)  •  [259]. 

Committee-'Xeport— Third  .Beflrfin? — Priflong  " 
[293] ;  Teachers'  BeaidenoM  (Ir^d)  *[288j, 

KiipaUld.  Digilized  by  Google 


S99  Paw  Lew  (OOICUONS)  {IrOnn^.  SOft 


Oomidered  aa  onunM— Third  S«adii^—Un. 

nicipal  Elections  (Corrapt  and  Illegal  Fzao- 

ticea)         and  piuttd. 
Third  ^AuBf^— Indian  Marine*  [391],  and 

patted. 

Withdrawn— VBTTia^  LegaliBation  •  [237]. 

QUJSSTIOirS. 

POOR  LAW;(IEBLAND)— DR.  CALAGHAN, 
MEDICAL  ATTENDANT,  NENAGH 

UNION  DISPENSABY. 
Mb.  LEAHY  asked  the  Oliief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Ijord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
"What  action  the  Local  Qovemment 
Board  have  taken  upon  a  request  made 
to  them  by  Mr.  John  M'Cormack,  car- 
penter, of  Nenagh,  county  Tipperary,  to 
the  effect  that  Dr.  Cnlaghan,  the  medi- 
cal attendant  of  the  Nenagh  Dispensary 
District  of  the  Nenagh  Union,  hsTing 
been  served  with  a  red  ticket  on  Friday 
the  29th  May  last,  which  made  it  his 
duty  to  visit  immediately  Alice  M'Cor- 
mack, the  daughter  of  the  complainant, 
a  girl  who  was  lying  at  that  time  dan- 
gerously ill,  the  said  Dr.  Calaghan  al- 
lowed four  days  to  elapse,  and  did  not 
visit  the  girl  until  Monday  the  2nd  of 
June  f 

MR.TREVELTAN:  In  thiB  case  the 
Local  GoTemment  Board  called  upon 
the  dispensaty  doctor  for  an  explana- 
tion ;  and  it  appears  that,  though  he 
admits  the  red  ticket  may  have  been  left 
with  him,  he  can  6nd  no  trace  of  it. 
There  was  no  neglect  or  forgetfulness 
on  his  part.  He  passed  the  house  of  the 
sick  child's  parents  twice  on  the  day  on 
which  the  ticket  is  believed  to  have  been 
left  with  him,  and  could  have  called 
without  any  inconvenience  to  himself, 
if  aware  that  he  was  wanted.  The  doctor 
had  previously  to  this  ocourrenoe,  and 
also  after  it,  presoribed  for  the  child, 
who  is  now  quite  well. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  — THE 
LICENSED  TRADES  OF  KILLE- 

SHANDRA. 

Mr.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Chief  Seore- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  has  received  a  memorial  from  the 
licensed  trades  of  Killeshandra,  com- 
plaining of  the  constabulary  bringing 
quite  a  number  of  charges  before  the 
±*etty  Sessions  Court  which  Mr.  T.  D. 
Gibson,  B.M.  decided  were  unsupported 
b^  evidence;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 


whether  he  proposes  to  take  any,  and,  if 
so,  what  action  in  the  matter  ? 

Mb.  TEETELTAN:  Sir,  sereral 
complaints  have  been  made,  and  are 
being  inquired  into.  The  matter  is  one 
which  requires  and  shall  receive  fuU 
inTeatigation. 

SALE  OP  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  (WALES)  ACT— OPERATION 
OF  THE  ACT. 

Mr.  "WABTON  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
Whether  it  is  a  fact,  as  reported  in  the 
last  number  of  SYuih,  that  the  Mayor  at 
Wrexham  has  stated  that  drunkenneas 
had  trebled  since  the  Sunday  Closing  Aot 
(Wales)  came  in  force;  and,  whether 
a  Police  Inspector  there  stated  that,  on 
the  previous  Sunday,  nearly  h^  the 
people  were  drunk  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABCOUBT :  I  have 
received  two  letters  on  this  subjeetr— 
one  iirom  the  Mayor,  who  says  he  ex- 
pressed a  personal  opinion  much  to  the 
effect  stated  in  the  Question ;  the  other 
from  one  of  the  Justices  to  say  that  the 
other  Justices  present  did  not  concur ; 
and  they  seem  to  think  that  the  Mayor's 
views  were  not  imnaturally  influenced 
by  his  own  professional  pursuits. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCH00I5  (IRELAND). 

Colonel  COLTHUBST  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  refusal  of  the  County 
Tipperary  Grand  Jury  of  the  South 
Biding  at  the  recent  assizes  to  grant 
any  contributions  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  children  in  industrial  schools  ? 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN :  The  secretary  to 
the  Grand  Jury  informs  me  that  bo 
application  was  made  for  a  presentment 
under  the  Act;  but  that  a  gentleman 
asked  the  Grand  Jury  to  give  some 
assurance  that  money  would  be  granted 
at  a  future  Assizes  to  a  school  which  is 
not  yet  in  existence.  The  reply  was 
that  the  Grand  Jury  could  not  pleilga  any 
future  Grand  Juries,  and  the  foreman 
declined  to  pledge  himself  personally. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
GUARDIANS,  CARMEEN  DIVISION, 
COOTEHILL  UNION— THE  INQUIRY. 

Mb.  HEALT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
H  it  ha.  com  <* 
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the  swoTn  inqnir^  in  OootehiU  Wort- 
house  on  the  8th  instant,  relative  to  the 
validity  of  the  late  election  for  Oarmeen 
Division,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  loapector,  formally  ruled 
that  the  solicitor  for  Mr.  Owen  McCabe, 
defeated  candidate,  had  no  right  to  an 
inspection  of  the  claims  under  Form  A  1 
to  ^e  votes  given  to  which  he  objected  ; 
will'any  steps  be  taken  to  remedy  the 
injury  done  to  the  case  of  Mr.  McGabe 
by  their  non-production ;  is  it  the  fact 
tha^  at  the  same  inquiry,  it  transpired 
that  Yanghan  Montgomery,  Esq.  J.P., 
Orilfy,  Aughnaoluy,  county  l^yrone, 
lodged  a  claim  to  vote  as  lessor  <n  Fat- 
riek  McCabe,  Mountain  Lodge*  on  a 
valuation  of  £19  10«.,  and  that,  by  the 
Bworn  evidence  of  Mr.  P.  McCabe,  his 
lease,  and  rent  receipts,  it  was  proved 
that  Mr.  Montgomery  had  no  interest, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  this  holding; 
and,  will  he  ask  this  magistrate  tor  an 
explanation  of  the  filing  of  this  claim. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  The  Local  (Jo- 
vemment  Board  consider  that  their  In- 
spector was  wrong  in  refusing  to  permit 
an  inspection  of  the  claims  referred  to. 
They  nave  so  informed  the  Inspector ; 
and  they  have  told  Mr.  M'Cabe  that,  if 
he  desires  it,  the  inquiry  shall  be  re- 
opened to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  them.  Mr.  Mont^mery  has 
been  written  to  on  the  snlyeot  of  his 
daim ;  but  his  explanation  has  not  yet 
been  received.  On  such  an,  inquiry  I 
Resume  that  it  will  be  competent  for 
anyone  to  proceed,  and  make  of  Mr. 
Montgomery  any  inquiries  desired. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  There  are  two  points 
in  the  Qaestion — the  first  that  of  forgery, 
which  is  one  for  the  QoTCrnment ;  and 
I  presume  there  is  a  question  for  the 
Lord  Chancellor  as  to  whether  he  will 
supersede  Mr.  Montgomery. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  that  ha  be- 
lieved if  an  offence  was  proved  the  party 
would  be  open  for  prosecution  and  a 
fine  of  £10. 

POOR  LAW  tIRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
OUABDIANS— EDENDERBY  UNION. 
KING'S  COUNTY. 
Mb.  ASTHUB  COOKNOB  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Govemmmt  Board  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that,  at  the  Poor  Law  elec- 
tion held  in  March  for  Edonderry  Divi- 
sion, Edenderry  Union,  King's  County, 


Lord  Arthur  Hill  was  allowed  to  record 
six  votes,  although  the  name  of  Lord 
A.  Hill  does  not  appear  on  the  rate  book, 
or  in  any  of  the  legal  documents  used  in 
the  Land  Commission  Court  in  the  pro- 
ceedings with  the  tenants  living  on  that 
part  of  the  estate  out  of  which  Lord  A. 
Hill  claims  to  vote ;  whether  the  clerk 
of  the  Union,  who  acted  as  returning 
officer,  allowed  the  Trustees  of  the  Mar- 
quess of  Downshire  to  record  ten  votes 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to ;  who* 
ther  the  clerk  compelled  the  rate  collec- 
tor to  give  a  receipt  to  a  son  of  xmt  of 
the  candidates,  who  was  then  allowed 
to  vote  out  of  a  portion  of  his  father's 
land,  not  being  an  occupier,  and  still 
living  in  his  father's  house,  and  having 
no  more  claim  than  the  other  children ; 
whether  the  votes  of  several  tenants 
were  disallowed  on  the  ground  that  they 
owed  seed  rate,  although  all  the  seed 
rate  due  to  the  Union  was,  long  before 
the  election,  wiped  out  by  a  Resolution 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians ;  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  arrived 
at  any  decision  yet  after  four  mouths* 
ooDstderation ;  and,  whether  they  will 
grant  a  sworn  investigation,  or  allow 
the  same  person  to  act  as  returning 
officer  at  future  elections  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN :  I  am  informed 
that  the  proxy  of  Lord  Arthur  Hill  was 
allowed  votes  on  a  statement  of  claim 
in  respect  of  rent  from  property  of  which 
he  is  owner  in  fee.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  he  should  be  rated.  The  tenants 
and  occupiers  are  the  persons  rated  in 
such  cases.  On  the  1 2th  of  last  month 
I  informed  the  hon.  Member,  in  reply 
to  a  former  Question,  of  the  facts  as  to 
the  excess  votes  allowed  to  Lord  Down- 
shire's  trustees.  The  allegation  in  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  Question  is  being 
inquired  into.  The  votes  of  several  per- 
sons were  properly  disallowed,  on  the 
ground  that  they  owed  seed  rate.  The 
Board  of  Guardians  have  no  power  to 
wipe  out  seed  rate  legally  due.  The 
Local  Government  Boturd  have  come  to 
a  decision  on  the  matter  complained  of 
in  respect  of  this  election,  and  have  set 
aside  die  election  of  one  of  the  Guar- 
dians returned.  They  have  fully  in- 
structed the  Eetuming  Officer  as  to  the 
several  points  raised,  and  they  see  no 
sufficient  ground  to  supersede  him  in 
his  office. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  those  persons  who  ^d  not  pai4 
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the  seed  rate  would  be  permanently  die- 
frandiified  vhila  the  seed  rate  was  not 

paid? 

Mr.  TEEVELTAN,  in  reply,  said, 
he  beliered  that  the  non- payment  of  the 
seed  rate,  like  the  non-payment  of  any 
other  poor  rate,  was  permanent  in  its 
effect  80  long  as  the  rate  was  not  paid. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
Guardians  havinf^  wiped  out  the  seed 
rate,  will  they  be  disfranchised  for  a  sum 
which  ia  no  lonsrar  demanded  from  them  ? 

The  80LIOITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IBKLAKD  (Mr.  Walkeb),  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  same  effects  applied  to 
this  rate  as  any  ordinary  poor  rate.  It 
was  really  a  portion  of  the  poor  rate. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  GENE- 
RAL POST  OFFICE,  DUBLIN— THE 
STAFF  OF  THE  SECRBTABT'S 
OFFICE. 

CoLoiTEL  KING-HARMAN  asked 
the  Fostmaater  General,  If  a  reTision 
and  additions  to  the  staff  of  the  Dublin 
Secretary's  Office  of  the  General  Post 
Office  was  promised  in  February  last, 
and  whioh  revision  and  additional  staff 
was  rendered  imperatively  necessary 
owing  to  the  la:^e  mcrease  in  the  oorre- 
Bpondeuoe  arising  out  of  telegraph  and 
arcels  post  business,  and,  if  so,  why  it 
as  not  oeen  carried  out;  if  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  corresponding  office  in  Edin- 
burgh, thongh  performing  fully  a  third 
less  work  than  the  Irish  Department, 
has  been  revised  and  additions  made  to 
its  staff;  and,  if  he  will  state  what  has 
been  the  coat  of  the  handa  temporarily 
employed  in  the  Dublin  Secretary's 
Office  to  meet  the  pressure  arising  out 
of  the  increased  duties  there  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member,  I  have  to  say  that 
there  ia  no  intention  to  revise  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Dublin  Secretary's 
Office,  and  there  has  been  no  promise  to 
do  80 ;  but  it  is  possible  that  some  slight 
addition  be  made  to  the  existing 
numbers.  The  cost  of  two  officers  tem- 
porarily lent  firom  Iiondon  is  15<.  a-day 
eaoh ;  but  these  gentlemen  will  shortly 
return  to  their  ordinary  duties.  Four 
additional  lower  division  clerks  at  Edin- 
burgh have  been  authorised. 

EISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (SUB-COM- 
MISSIONERS)-ME.  JOHN  M,  WEIR. 
Colonel  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieuteaant 


of  Ireland,  If  he  will  state  the  grtmnds 
ux>on  which  Mr.  John  M.  Weir,  who  it 
a  shopkeeper  at  Oookstown,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  have  no  |)raotical  knowledge  of 
land  or  faimiog,  is  to  be  reappointed  a 
Snb-Oommissioner  under  the  Land  Aot  ? 

Mb.  HEALY:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  widi 
to  ask  you,  on  a  point  of  Order,  whether 
the  boo.  and  gallant  Member  is  in  Order 
in  putting  a  Question  of  this  sort,  whidi 
oontuns  matter  c^a  contentions  oh  araoter, 
inasmuch  as  it  states  that  Hr.  Weir  "is 
believed  to  have  no  praotioal  knowledge 
of  land  or  farming."  As  the  bdief  is 
one  which  is  only  in  the  mind  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  C^tleman,  I  wish  to 
know  whether  a  Nodoe  of  that  kind 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  appear  on  the 
Paper? 

Mn.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  Que»- 
tion,  as  it  stands,  is-not  out  of  Order,  as 
it  inquires  whether  a  gentleman  in  a 
certain  office  is  or  is  not  onfit  to  b*  re- 
appointed ? 

Mb.  HEALY :  Theu,  before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  the  Question, 
I  would  like  to  ask  whetlwr  he  will  be 
prepared  to  state  the  grounds  on  whi<^ 
all  the  other  Sab-Oommiseioners,  to 
whom  I  and  my  hon.  Friends  objected, 
were  reappointed  ? 

Mtt.  TBEYELYAN:  I  should  be  ei- 
ceedingly  unwilling  to  promise  that. 
As  to  the  Questi(Mi  on  the  Paper,  I  can 
only  say  that  the  Lord  LievAenant,  aftor 
oonBultatton  with  the  Land  Ocmmis- 
eioners,  made  such  selections  ior  reap- 
pointment as  it  was  thought  would  be 
most  conducive  to  the  Public  Service, 
and  Mr.  Weir  would  not  have  been 
selected  if  his  work  had  shown  that  he 
had  no  practical  knowledg*  of  land  or 
farming. 

SALMON  FISHBRTB8  PEOTEOTION, 
Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  If  vessels  of  the  Royal 
Navy  are  used  for  the  protection  of  sal- 
mon fisheries  anywhere  on  the  coast  of 
Great  Britain;  whether  applications 
made  to  the  Admiralty  for  veasels  of  the 
Royal  Navy  to  protect  salmon  fisheries 
in  Lough  Foyle,  in  the  River  Lee, 
county  Cork,  in  the  Youghal  River, 
county  Cork,  and  in  other  places  in  Ire- 
land, were  uniformly  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Con- 
servators and  other  persons  interested 
in  the  aalmon  fisheries  to  afford  the 
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agreed  between  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Irish  Inspeetora  of  Fisheries  that  no 
▼eesel  of  -Uie  Royal  Navy  should  be  used 
for  each  a  pnrpose  unless  in  case  when 
the  inqMotors  apprehended  a  breach  of 
the  peace ;  whether,  in  the  absence  of 
aoy  statement  of  sach  an  apprehenaion, 
and  without  any  reference  to  the  In- 
Bpaoton  of  Iwieriefl,  the  Admiralty 
haTs  quartered  a  gwiboat  on  the  coast 
of  S^o  and  Dtme^l,  in  the  BaUydian- 
non  fieheiT  District;  why  this  course 
has  been  adopted ;  whether  the  gimboat 
will  be  withdrawn,  sad  the  protection  of 
the  fisheries  be  left,  as  in  every  other 
case  tbroaghout  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
land,  to  the  Oonserrators  and  other  per- 
stms  interested ;  and,  whether  a  Oopy  of 
Correspondence  between  the  Admiralty 
and  other  Departments  of  the  Public 
Service,  as  to  the  employment  of  Tessas 
of  the  Royal  Navy  in  protectinf^  salmon 
fisheries,  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  ? 

Me.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN: 
Before  I  reply  to  the  series  of  Qneetions 
addressed  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member, 
I  would  beg  to  refer  him  to  the  answer 
giren  on  the  30th  of  June  last  to  a  Ques- 
tion pot  to  me  by  the  hoii.  Member  for 
Mtmaghan  (Mr.  Healy),  which  covered 
the  whole  grouad,  with  the  exoeption  of 
Uie  individaal  case  in  Donegal  Bay. 
Vessels  of  the  Royal  Navy  have  been 
formerly  used  for  the  protection  of  the 
salmon  fisheries  in  Qreat  Britain ;  but 
it  may  be  understood  generally  that  they 
are  no  longer  so  employed.  The  answer 
to  both  parts  of  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  Question  is  in  the  amrmative. 
No  definite  arran^ment  such  as  is  indi- 
cated in  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
Question  has  been  oome  to ;  but  the  sub- 
ject is  still  under  consideration.  With 
r^;ard  to  paragraphs  4,  5,  and  6  of  the 
Question,  it  is&e  ease  that  on  a  requisi- 
tion to  the  Lord  Lieatenant  a  Coastguard 
eroasor  was  ordered  into  Donegal  Bay, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  Coastffoardsmenwwe  witiidrawn  for  a 
few  weMS  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing 
their  annual  drill  in  the  Reserve  Squad- 
nm.  That  vessel  will  no  l(H)ger  be  re- 
quired when  the  men  return.  The 
general  policy  of  the  Qovemment  has 
oeea  to  leave  the  duty  of  protecting 
all  the  fisheries,  except  the  sea  fisheries, 
to  the  CtHnservators  of  the  respective  dis- 
fcricts.  I  stated  on  the  previous  occasion 
to  which  I  have  referred  that  the  Corre- 
s^adeno^  *m  the  subject  oanuot  well  be 


produced,  it  bMnv  of  a  oonfidential  cha- 
racter between  the  two  Depaitmrats. 

FISHER^^  LAWS    (IRELAND)  —  CLERK 
AND  INSPECTOR  OF  SALMON  FISH- 
ERIES, BALLY8HAKN0N. 

Me.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  it  is  a  fact  that  the  salaried  Clerk 
and  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  for 
the  district  of  Ballyshannon,  county 
Donegal,  is  also  the  lessee  of  a  salmon 
fishery  in  that  district ;  whether,  as  such 
Clerk  and  Inspector,  he  is  the  legal 
agent  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of 
the  District,  and  charged  with  the  duty 
of  prosecuting  for  breaohes  of  the 
Fishery  Laws,  and  in  the  event  of  any 
breach  of  the  Fishery  Laws  by  hinudf, 
as  lessee  of  a  salmon  fishery  in  the  dis- 
trict, or  by  his  »mpU>yi»i  his  duty  as 
Clerk  and  Inspector  would  be  to  prose- 
cute himself ;  whethw  the  Irish  Inspec- 
tors of  Fisheries  have  remonstrated 
against  the  existence  of  this  state  of 
facts ;  and,  whether  it  will  be  permitted 
to  continue  ? 

Me.  TREVELTAN:  The  Inspectors 
ofFiBheries  report  that  they  have  been 
informed  that  the  fact  is  as  stated  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  Question ;  and,  that 
being  so,  the  possibility  of  such  an 
anomalous  state  of  affairs  as  is  suggested 
in  the  second  paragraph  would  appear 
to  arise.  The  law  gives  the  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  no  control  over  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators  in  this  mat- 
ter. It  is  possible,  however,  that ,  never- 
theless, a  remonstrance  on  the  part  of 
the  Inspectors  might  have  some  efiect, 
and  I  shall  ask  them  to  communicate 
with  the  Oonsorrators  with  regtud  to 
this  office. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— VACCINATION. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  Stcretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther the  Department  has  revised  and 
sanctioned  the  issue  of  a  |>amphlet  called 
"  Facts  Concerning  Yaoomation ; "  whe- 
ther the  following  statemmts,  among 
others,  appear : — 

"No  riiks  of  injarioufl  «ffecti  from  it  n«ed 
ba  feared  ;  "  "  The  fear  that  a  foal  diaesse  may 
be  implanted  is  an  unfounded  one ;  " 

whether  the  Department  has  been  in- 
formed by  the  Committee  of  medical 
experts  appointed  to  report  on  Dr.  Cory's 
case  that  it  is  pos^blo  tat  mi^'^'- 
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eommunioated  in  Tacoination  &om  a 
Bjphilitio  peraoa — 

"  NotwitliitandiDg  that  the  open^n  be  per- 
form od  witb  the  utmost  OBxe  to  aTCnd  the  ad- 
mixture with  bloctd ; " 

and,  whether  such  statements  Till)  be 
allowed  to  be  made  under  the  anthority 
of  the  Board? 

Mb.  GEORGE  RUSSELL;  The  Na- 
tional Health  Society  hare  published  a 
pamphlet  under  this  title.  It  was  re- 
vised  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  Local 
Gorernment  Board,  and  the  Board  have 
stated  that  it  might  be  used  with  advan- 
tage in  house-to-house  visitation.  The 
quotations  given  inthehon.  and  learned 
Member's  Question  are  taken  apart  from 
the  context.  The  pamphlet  points  out — 

"That  with  dne  care  in  the  performance  of 
the  operation  no  risk  of  any  injnrious  effi&cts 
Irom  it  need  he  feared," 

and  that  such  mischief  as  the  communi- 
cation of  a  foul  disease  by  vaccination — 

' '  Could  only  happen  through  the  most  rrosB 
and  calpable  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
vaccinator." 

These  atatements  are  in  no  way  incon- 
sistent with  the  Report  of  the  medical 
experts  respecting  Dr.  Oory's  case.  The 
Oommittee  reported  expressly  that — 

"The  infants  from  whom  Dr.  Cory  took 
lymph  for  his  ezperimente  on  his  own  arm  were 
in  soch  a  condition  of  ohvious  syphilitic  disease 
M  would  certainly  have  jorecluded  their  use  as 
vaocinifera  hy  even  an  inconsiderate  and  reck- 
less vacoinator.  Indeed,  they  were  selected  by 
Dr.  Cory  for  his  seli-vaccinatioo  because  they 
were  unquestionable  i^philitio  caaeB.  It  is  a 
role  of  practice  in  the  profession  not  to  use  in 
vaccination  lymph  taksn  from  a  child  in  whom 
ihen  is  any  suspicioa  whatever  of  syphilitic 
taint,  or,  indeed,  in  whom  there  ie  any  skin 
disease  although  of  a  character  known  to  be 
harmless ;  and  the  observance  of  this  profes- 
sional rule  is  strictly  enjoined  by  the  Iiooal  Qo- 
vemment  Boaitl  in  its  instrucnons  te  pubUo 
vaccinators  throughout  the  country." 

The  Board  see  no  reason  to  alter  tiieir 
views  with  regard  to  the  pamphlet  in 

question. 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER— WBST- 
MINSTER  HALL  (WEST  mONT). 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
First  C!ommis8ioner  of  Works,  Whe- 
ther, since  the  Report  on  Westminster 
Hall  (just  presented)  shows  that,  from 
the  time  it  was  built,  and  "  divers 
lodgings"  were  attached  on  the  west 
side,  till  the  Law  Courts  were  demolished 
tike  other  day,  thespaee  on  the  west  aide 
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of  the  HaU  always  has  been  occupied  by 
useful  buildings,  he  will  fully  consider 
the  growing  wants  of  Parliament,  and 
provide  for  them  ? 

Me.  8HAW  LEFEVEE :  Sir  Charles 
Barry  intended  to  erect  an  additional 
wing  to  this  building,  running  from  St, 
Stephen's  poroh  and  meeting  another 
wing  irom  the  Clock  Tower.  This  ex- 
tension, however,  was  abandoned  some 
years  ago,  and  I  can  hold  out  no  pros- 
pect of  the  proposal  being  revived. 

Sib  GEORGE  OAMFB£LL:  I  beg 
to  give  Notice  that^  considering  the 
strong  opinion  exprened  by  the  Primn 
Minister  in  regard  to  the  del^ation  of 
the  duties  of  this  House,  I  shall  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  asking  him,  whe- 
ther he  will  use  his  influence  with  the 
First  Cammissioner  of  Works  not  to 
make  such  delegation  physically  im- 
possible by  devoting  the  oiil^  avulable 
space  to  a  piece  of  sham  ancient  archi- 
tecture? 

Me.  DICK-PEDDIE  asked,  whether 
there  was  to  be  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate proposed  this  Session  for  the  build- 
ings in  Westminster  HaU  ? 

Me.  SHAW  LEPBVRB:  Tee. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (METROPOLIS)— TECE 
REFORM  DEMONSTRATION. 

Me.  DIXON-HARTLAND  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, By  whose  authority  Members 
of  Parliament  wore  prevented  by  the 
police  from  pasung  tw>ugh  the  Strand 
on  Monday  afternoon  on -their  way  to 
this  House  ? 

SiE  WILLIAM  H  ARCOTJRT :  I  hare 
received  the  following  answer  from  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police : — 

"The  orders  given  to  the  police  were  that 
they  were  to  aSbrd  every  facility  in  their  power 
to  Members  of  ParUament ;  and,  if  any  mistake 
was  made,  it  was  not  from  want  <^  instniction. 
I  do  not  understand  how  a  Member  was  stopped 
in  the  Strand,  unless  by  the  ptoeeseion  iWeU, 
and»  if  particulars  are  given,  I  will  inquire 
into  tiie  cause." 

Mb.  DIXON-HARXLAm>:  I  wish 
to  ask,  whether  the  polioe  had  any 
orders  to  draw  a  cordon  aoross  West- 
minster Bridge  and  refuse  everyone 
passage,  stating  that,  Members  or  no 
Members,  no  one  was  allowed  to  pass. 
I  was  stopped  myself  in  Ihe  same  way, 
and  I  should  like  to  ask  what  steps  the 
right  h<Hi.  GteaUeman  will  take  if  that 
were  done  contrary  to  hia^vdws?  ■ 
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SraWILUAMHARCOURT:  IwiU 
take  no  steps  at  all.  My  orders  irere 
these.  I  was  very  anxious  that  Mem- 
bers should  not  be  interrupted,  and 
when  I  originaUj  saw  the  plans  of  the 
police,  I  found  there  had  heen  no  pro- 
vision  made  for  keeping  open  the  main 
access  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  I 
directed,  therefore,  that  a  clear  road 
should  be  kept  from  Oharing  Cross  down 
to  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that 
vas  done,  as  ereryone  knows,  most  effi- 
inraitfy.  Of  course,  I  could  not  go  all 
OTer  London  looking  where  Members  of 
Parliament  might  be.  I  could  not  in- 
Btruct  the  police  to  do  that.  The  general 
instructions  were  to  give  eyerj  facility 
they  could.  I  also  considered  whether 
it  was  possible,  so  as  not  to  interfere 
mare  than  was  necessary  with  the  traffic, 
to  break  at  intervals  the  procession,  in 
order  to  allow  the  tra£So  to  go  through ; 
but,  on  consideration  with  the  police,  it 
was  seen  tbat  such  a  course  would  lead 
to  great  confusion — that  the  procession 
Tould  fall  into  ccm.fQsion,  and  that  it 
woald  lead  to  that  interruption  which  it 
vas  most  desirable  to  avoid.  Theref<Hre, 
we  determined  that  could  not  be  done. 
In  these  cinmmetanoes,  of  ooorse,  a  cer- 
tmn  amonnt  of  personal  inoonTenience 
was  inevitable.  That  always  happwa, 
and  must  happen,  whenever  there  is 
a  erowd — whether  there  is  a  Volunteer 
Seriew,  whether  there  is  a  procession, 
an  entrance  of  Qaribaldi  into  London,  a 
triumphal  return  from  Berlin,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  There  is  always  a 
certain  amount  of  inconvenience  caused 
by  a  erowd  in  London.  The  only  thing 
the  police  can  do  is  to  minimize  the  in- 
convenienee  as  much  as  possible ;  and  I 
think  the  general  opinion  of  London, 
and  England,  and  of  Europe  is  that  the 
police  did  their  duty  admirably  on  this 
oocasion,  and  that  the  public  stmered  as 
Httie  inconrenience  as  possible. 

Mr.  WABTON  asked  the  Postmaster 
GoLeral,  Whether  ha  is  aware  that  a 
Post  Office  van  was  delayed  for  two 
iKnirs,  standing  in  front  m  the  Aimy 
and  Navy  Club,  on  the  owairion  of  iha 
ao-ealled  *^  Demonstratioa"  of  last  Mon- 
day; and,  whether,  should  any  similar 
*'  Demottsteations "  be  annonnoed,  he 
will  take  snoh  steps  as  he  can  to  insure 
the  Aree  passage  of  rans  aad  earts  in 
Post  Office  employ  ? 

Ma.  FAWOBTT:  I  find  that  a  Post 
Office  TU,  and  also  #  mail  owrt,  were 


detained  on  the  spot  referred  to  for 
about  two  hours  last  Monday  afternoon, 
and  a  communication  has  been  addressed 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Police  upon  the 
subject.  Generally  speaking,  I  tun 
informed  that  the  police  exerted  them- 
selves to  prevent  delay  to  the  mail 
vehicles. 

Subsequently, 

TisoouiTF  FOLEESTONB  said,  ha 
wished  to  ask  the  SeOTetaiy  of  State  for 
War  a  Quastion  of  which  he  had  been 
unable  to  give  him  Notice  —  namely, 
Whether  it  was  true,  as  stated  in  a  letter 
to  Tht  Timet,  that  three  Yeomanry  bands 
in  uniform  took  part  in  the  Beform  De- 
monstration on  Monday ;  whether  that 
act  was  not  an  infraction  of  the  Queen's 
Regulations;  and,  whether  the  authori- 
ties intended  to  take  any  notice  of  such 
infraction,  and  to  take  steps  to  prevent 
such  conduct  in  the  future  ? 

The  Marqubss  of  HAETINGTON  : 
I  cannot  answer  that  Question  without 
Notice.  It  is  extremely  improbable  that 
any  such  thing  occurred. 

TiaoouDT  FOLKESTONE:  I  will  put 
the  Question  again  to-mom>w. 

LABOVBSBS  (UtELAND)  AOT,  1881— 
BALLTMEKA  BOABD  OF 
GTTARDIAKS. 
Mh.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  agricultural 
labourers  of  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Ahoghill  and  Fortglenone,  county  An- 
trim, applied  last  year,  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  the  Labourers  (Ire- 
land) Act,  to  the  local  sanitary  autho- 
rity, the  Ballymena  Board  of  Guardians, 
to  make  an  Improvnnent  Scheme  in 
virtue  of  the  Act,  and  that  the  applica- 
tion was  attended  with  no  result ;  whe- 
ther, towards  the  end  of  March  this  year, 
a  representation,  in  conformity  with  the 
statute,  was  laid  before  the  Ballymena 
Board,  in  the  interest  of  the  labourers 
above  mentioned,  together  with  a  re- 
port from  Alexander  Young,  M.B., 
Ballymena,  describing  the  houses  of  the 
labourers  tu  question  as  being — 

*'  In  a  truly  wr«tchcd  condition,"  "  evidently 
unfit  for  human  habitation,"  "covered  with 
pcantyand  decayed  thatch,  the  Trails  in  nume- 
rous inetancQt  split  and  r«it,  in  many  cues 
ready  to  come  dowm,  ia  all  mote  or  less  oatu- 
rated  with  moUtun," 

and -adwther  the  Beport  dedared  an  Im, 
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provement  Scheme  to  be  requisite ;  whe- 
ther the  BaUymena  Board  adjourned  the 
queBtion  twiee,  on  the  third  occaeion  re- 
ziued  to  make  a  Scheme,  and  held  baok 
the  B^wrt  of  Dr.  YoaDg  until  the  meet- 
ing after  that  at  vhi^  th^  had  re- 
wired upon  such  refusal;  whether  the 
Board,  in  oomplianoe  with  section  ten  of 
the  Act  of  1883,  hare  sent  to  the  Local 
Goremment  Board  a  copj  of  the  repre- 
seataiioD,  acoompanicd  their  reasons 
for  not  acting  npon  it ;  and,  what  steps 
the  LoofJ  Goremment  Board  will  take 
in  refez«noe  to  the  matter  f 

Ma.  TBETBLTAN:  Sir,  I  am  in- 
formed that  a  Memorial  relating  to  the 
two  eleotoral  dirisions  referred  to  was 
put  forward  in  October  last,  and  the 
Guardians  appointed  Oommittees  to  in- 
quire into  the  matter.  The  Portglenone 
Oommittee  reported  tiiat,  in  their  opi- 
nion, action  was  not  necessary  in  that 
dirision.  It  was  subsequently  ^reed 
that  a  scheme  should  be  formnJated  for 
Ahoghill ;  but  the  matter  was  ddayed 
too  long  to  admit  of  anything  being 
done  this  Session.  In  March  last,  a 
Memorial  was  addressed  to  the  Guar- 
dians, asking  them  to  adopt  a  rwolation 
in  farour  of  an  improrement  aoheme, 
and  to  reoeire  a  d^utsti<m  on  tJie  sub- 
ject, whioh  tiiey  did.  Z  am  informed 
that  it  is  not  a  fact  that  these  repre- 
sentations were  accompanied  by  any 
Report  from  Dr.  Young,  or  that  the  Be- 
port,  when  subsequently  received,  was 
in  any  way  kept  back.  The  clerk  states 
that,  on  bis  return  from  the  Board's 
meeting  on  the  7tb  of  June,  he  found  a 
Beport  from  Dr.  Young,  who  is  not  the 
medical  officer  of  health,  without  date, 
in  his  prirate  office,  and  that  he  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  Board  at  their  next 
meeting  on  the  14th  of  June.  A  pro- 
posal to  formulate  a  scheme  was  several 
times  before  the  Guardians,  and  was 
finally  rejected  on  the  7th  of  June.  This 
was  reported  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  15th  of  July,  the  reasons 
stated  being,  that  in  the  dirisicnu  speci- 
fied, as  wdl  as  Qiroughout  the  entire 
Union,  there  are  nuinbers  of  oottier 
bouses  unoocapied  for  which  tenants 
cannot  be  proonred.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  are  not  empowered  to  take 
any  very  practical  steps  in  the  matter. 
It  rests  with  the  sanitary  authority  to 
prepare  a  scheme,  and  submit  it  if  th^ 
see  fit  to  do  so.  The  hon.  Member  has 
called  my  attention  to  a  matter  in  the 
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5th  paragraph ;  and  I  will  see  whether 
an  inquiry  can  be  ordered. 

Mr.  S£XT0N  asked,  would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  call  upon  the  Looal 
Goremment  Board  to  remonstrate  with 
the  Ballymena  Board  of  Guardians  for 
the  delay  in  dealing  with  the  scheme  of 
the  7th  of  June  ? 

Mr.  TBEV£LYAN  :  I  wiU  see  about 

it. 

POST  OFFIOE  (IBELAKD)— THE 
CLONMEL  MAILS. 

Ma.  MOORE  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  he  has  come  to  any 
decision  as  to  the  acceleration  of  the 
Mails  between  Dublin  and  Gonmel; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Inepector  of 
Mails  in  Ireland  has  recommended  that 
the  Mails  for  Clonmel  be  thrown  out 
and  taken  up  at  Thnrles ;  and,  whether 
the  only  objection  to  this  course  is  the  ex- 
orbitant price  demanded  by  the  Limerick 
and  Waterford  Company  for  carrying 
the  Mails  between  Thurlesand  CAonmelP 

Mb.  FAW0£TT:  I  hare  not  yet 
been  able  to  come  to  any  decision  aa  to 
the  acceleration  of  the  day  mail  to 
Clonmel.  The  question  of  delivering 
and  taking  up  the  Clonmel  mail  m 
Thtirles  by  the  mail  trains  while  in 
motion  is  still  open  to  consideration ; 
but,  even  if  no  difficidty  existed  on  that 
point,  I  fear  that  I  should  not  be  justi- 
fied in  calling  for  a  train  to  be  run  fVom 
Thurles  to  Clonmel  solely  for  the  Mail 
Service.  The  cirenmBtance  would  be 
different  if  the  Company  were  running 
a  train  for  passenger  purposes  at  houra 
suitable  for  the  Mail  Berrioe. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  from 

Mr.  Moo]^, 

Mb.  FAWOETT  said,  that  ftirther  in- 
quiry  should  be  made. 

TOWNS  IMPROVEMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
—FINES  FOR  DRUNKENNESS. 
Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Seore- 
tai^  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  it  is  the  laot  that  the  Inspector  Gene- 
ral of  Constabulary  has,  since  1878, 
directed  the  police,  where  a  local  town 
court  is  estaUished  under  the  Act  of 
1854,  that  persons  arrested  for  drunken- 
ness within  the  town  limits,  but  residing 
outside  the  town,  are  not  to  be  brought 
before  the  Town  Justices ;  whetJier  Mis 
has  the  effect  of  dirertinf  the  fines  from 
the  Borough  Fund  to  the  Constabulaiy 
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VoDd,  which.  latter  reoeiTes  one-h&li  of 
all  such  fines  at  Petty  Seesions ;  whether 
fhk  IB  excused  on  the  allegation  that  the 
varrant  of  a  Town  Justice  eaanot  be  eze- 
ented  outwde  the  boundary ;  whether,  if 
tlu8  be  so,  the  Lord  Ohanoellor  will  ap- 
point the  Town  Justices  to  the  Coun^ 
Oommisaon ;  if  not,  will  any  >te^  be 
taken  to  amend  tiia  powers  of  Town 
Justices  OS  to  trans-boundary  warrants ; 
is  it  the  case  that  at  present  the  Inspec- 
tor General  is  onpowered  to  in^rse 
town  warrants  under  section  seTcnty- 
seven  of  the  Act  of  1854,  as  well  as 
under  the  Petty  Sessions  Ajct ;  and,  whe- 
ther, as  many  towns  complain  of  the 
great  loss  caused  to  their  funds  by  the 
role  of  the  police,  a  change  will  in  future 
be  made  ? 

Me.  IEEVELTAN  :  The  Constabu- 
larj  have  been  informed  ^at  the  effect 
of  a  recent  decision,  in  a  case  tried  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  is  that  they 
are  entitled  to  take  proceedings  in  their 
own  namea  as  complainants  at  Petty 
Sessions  against  persons  found  drunk  in 
the  public  streets  of  towns  under  the 
Towna  Improvement  Act,  and  that  only 
one  moiety  of  tha  fines  reoovwed  in  such 
caaea  is  payable  to  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners. They  are  also  directed  to  take 
that  course  in  the  cases  of  persons  re- 
sidine  outside  the  town.  In  these  cases 
the  Constabulary  Force  Fund  receives 
one-half  the  fines  imposed  at  Petty  Ses- 
siona ;  but  I  am  advised  that  it  is  not 
right  to  represent  such  half  as  diverted 
from  the  Borough  Fund,  inasmuch  as 
the  legal  title  of  the  Constabulary  Force 
Fund  to  its  share  is  equally  clear  with 
that  of  the  Borough  Fund.  The  prac- 
tieo  of  not  bringing  before  the  Town  Jus- 
tices persons  arrested  for  drunkenness 
witliia  ihe  town  limits,  but  rending  out- 
side the  town,  is  not  justified  go.  the 
ground  stated  in  the  Question — namely, 
**  that  the  waxraat  of  a  Town  Justice  can- 
not be  ^ecuted  outside  the  boundary  " 
~bnt  on  thia— tiiat  the  Constabulaiy 
maintain  order  and  act  as  guardians  of 
the  peace  in  these  towns ;  and  that  al- 
though the  Town  Commissioners  have 
statutory  power  to  utilise  the  services  of 
the  Constabulary  as  night  watchmen  (on 
paying  for  them),  yet  they  do  not  do  so, 
but  leave  the  work  of  watching  the  town 
and  maintaining  order,  and  suppressing 
dmnkenneea  to  the  Goastabulary  with- 
out making  any  payment.  If  the  Con- 
stabulary were  -raiployed  as  night  watoh- 


men,  they  would  take  out  summonses  in 
the  name  of  the  Commissioners,  and  then 
the  whole  of  the  fines  would  go  to  the 
Borough  Fund.  The  Qovenunent  are 
adviasd  that  the  present  arrangement  ia 
not  nmeasooable  or  unlawful. 

POST  OFFICE  (IB£LAKI>)—DBLITEET 
OF  I£XTBBS  AT  DALKBT,  CO. 
DUBUN. 

OoLOKKL  EIN0-HAKMAK  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  remedy  the  very  great  iu- 
convenience  sn£Fered  by  persons  residing 
at  Dalkey  and  the  adjoining  districts,  in 
the  county  of  Dublin,  by  the  non-deli- 
very of  their  letteo's  until  nearly  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  consequence 
of  which  is  that  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons who  have  daily  business  avooations 
in  the  <a.ty  of  Dnblui  cannot  receive  their 
letters  before  leavii^  home,*  whetiier 
this  inoonvenience,  and  also  tiie  annoy- 
ance caused  by  the  unnecessarily  late 
delivery  of  letters  in  the  evening,  are 
wholly  attributable  to  a  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  letter-cftrriem  and  assist- 
anta ;  whether  it  ia  tme  that  the  alrauly 
overwoi^ed  postmen  have  had  th«r 
labours  incEreased  by  the  means  of  ^ns- 
port  for  the  Parcel  Post  having  been 
reduced ;  whether  a  promise  was  given 
to  the  residents  of  Dalkey  that  their 
grievances  in  this  particular  should  be 
remedied  after  the  acceleration  of  the 
Irish  Hail ;  and,  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  having  the  mails 
sent  direct  to  Dalkey,  instead  of  keep- 
ing that  office  as  a  sub-office  to  Kings- 
town, having  regard  to  the  veiy  large 
number  of  business  and  professional 
men  who  reside  at  Dalkey  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, especially  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  montba  ? 

Mb.  FAWOETT,  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  ascertained  that  tiie  first  delivery  at 
Dalkey  was  finished  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
moniing,  and  he  ttionght  tiiat  was  not 
an  inoonveaient  time.  If  the  hen.  and 
gallant  Member  opposite  (Colonel  Eing- 
Harman)  had  any  special  case  to  com- 
plain of,  he  would  have  inquiries  made 
about  it.  He  regretted  to  find  tiiat 
Dalkey  did  not  profit  aa  yet  by  tiie  ac- 
celerated mail  serviee  to  Dublin,  beoaase 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  hour  of  de- 
livery at  its  former  point,  in  order  to 
include  letters  arriving  from  tiie  Irish 
provincial  towna.  He  would  inquire 
whetiiier  anything  could  be  done  tOjaQ9f  * 
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lerate  the  delirery  in  this  respect.  Let- 
ter-carriers at  Dalkey  only  took  light 
parcels,  which  did  not  delay  the  delivery. 

CoMHBL  KINQ-HARMAN  asked, 
whether  the  means  of  transport  had  been 
reduced  by  the  taking  away  of  a  hone 
and  cart  from  the  district  ?  He  could : 
give  a  great  many  instances  of  delay  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  FAWOETT  said,  the  horse  and 
cart  were  found  expensire,  and  no  harm 
was  done  by  diseontinuing  them.  People 
were  able  to  get  thnr  letters  quicdEW  by 
tiie  present  arrangement. 

.  AFRICA  (WEST  COAST)— CONSULAR 
JUMSDIOTION. 

Mr.  BUGHANAN  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  Order  in  Oounral  to  extend 
British  consular  jurisdiotioa  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  so  as  to  insure  the  more 
speedy  and  economical  apprehension  of 
criminals,  is  now  prepared ;  and,  when 
it  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
Houae  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
The  Order  in  Council  referred  to  is  not 
yet  completed ;  but  it  is  expected  to  be 
ready  shortly,  and  will  be  laid  in  due 
course. 

PARLIAMENT-PALACE  OF  WESTMIN- 
STER— WESTMINSTEB  HALL— THE 
BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

Mb.  NEWZAM-NIOHOLSON  asked 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  interesting  Eeport 
of  Mr.  J.  L.  Pearson,  E.A.,  on  West- 
minster Hall,  which  states  that  by  the 
rules  of  the  British  Mussubl  he  has 
been  unable  to  obtain  some  important 
tracings  to  accompany  his  Eeport,  espe- 
cially from  the  Grace  OoUection ;  and, 
whether  he  can  suggest  a  method  by 
which  such  important  drawings  and  in- 
formation, for  a  National  purpose,  can 
for  the  future  be  obtained,  without  diffi- 
culty, from  a  National  establishment 
like  the  British  Museum  ? 

Sib  JOHNLXJBBOCK,  in  reply,  said, 
that  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum,  he  trusted  he  might  be  allowed 
to  answer  the  QueBtloa.  The  answer 
was  that,  acooxding  to  the  rules  of  the 
M  us  emu.,  teadn^  were  not  allowed  to 
be  taken  from  drawings  or  prints  with- 
out the  permission  of  the  keeper.  No 
applioatdon  was  made  by  Mr.  Peiurson  to 
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the  present  keeper ;  and  if  any  wast 
made  in  the  time  of  his  predecessor 
there  is  no  record  of  it  in  the  ofiB^e.  The 
permission  is  given  in  special  cases,  when 
no  injury  is  apprehended;  but  the  gene- 
ral rule  is  a  necessary  precaution  for 
the  protection  of  these  valuable  docu- 
ments. 

OVERHEAD  TELEGRAPH  AITO  TELB- 
PHONB  WIRES— LEOiaiiATIOlf. 

Sir  HBNKT  TYLER  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Wiiether  be  is  aware  of  the  number  of 
wires  now  stretched  overhead  in  various 
portions  of  the  Metropolis,  of  which 
about  280  may  be  counted  between  the 
Koyal  Exchange  and  St.  Michael's 
Church,  GomhiU,  and  about  200  between 
the  Mansion  House  and  Queen  Street, 
over  Queen  Victoria  Street;  and,  whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  the  danger  thus 
occasioned  to  persons  using  the  streeto, 
especially  in  thunder  -  storms,  snow- 
storms, and  in  high  winds,  he  will  con- 
sider if  the  time  has  arrived  when  some 
means  should  be  taken  to  deal  with  this 
question  ? 

Mb.  GEOEGE  BTTSSELL  :  We  are 
aware  that  there  is  a  large  number  of 
wires  stretched  overhead  in  the  Metro- 
polis, and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
statement  as  to  the  number  of  such 
wires  in  the  localities  mentioned.  In 
replying  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  East  Aberdeenshire  (Sir  Alexander 
Gordon)  I  stated  that  we  would  con- 
sider whether  a  Select  Committee  shall 
not  be  moved  for  next  Session  for  thQ 
purpose  of  inquiry  and  report  on  the 
subject.  I  am  advised  by  the  Post- 
master General  that  of  the  230  wires 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  only  six 
belong  to  tlie  Post  Office,  and  of  the  2O0 
only  four. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING-PILOTAttE— 
PORT  OF  SLIQO. 

Ma.  SEXTON  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  in 
consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  in  granting  pilots*  licences  to 
two  masters  of  steamers  trading  to  and 
from  the  port  of  Sligo,  and  the  action 
of  the  Sligo  Harbour  Board,  in  grant- 
ing pilots' lioenoes  to  four  other  masters 
of  steamers  trading  to  and  from  the 
port  of  Sligo,  the  regular  outside  pilots 
of  that  port,  who  gained^  their  licence* 
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after  apprenticeship,  and  hare  aoted  in 
eonn^^on  with  the  port  for  many  years, 
are  now  almost  deprived  of  their  means 
d  living,  their  aven^  iDcomes  having; 
&llen  mm  £35  to  about  £12  a-year; 
and^  whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  to 
ffire  tiiem  compensation  7 
.  Hb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  It  u  the 
duty  of  faarbonr  authorities,  and  in 
their  d^uU  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
under  the  Statute,  to  grant,  after  exa- 
nunation,  certificatea  to  maateo-s  and 
mates,  eaabliug  them  to  pilot  the  ships 
-in  w^h  they  serve.  This  has  been 
doniQ  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  two 
caaes  at  the  Port  of  Sligo.  I  do  not 
know  what  lioenoes  have  been  granted 
by  tlie  Hax^iour  Board.  There  is  no 
proviaioo  for  giving  oompensation  to 
p«ison»who  h^  been  acting  as  pilots 
b^re  such.  o»tificate«  were  granted. 
No  &nds  are  at  my  dispo«U.  for  this 

PALACE  OP  TVESTMINSTER-H0TJ8E 
OP  CX>3nrONS— TELEGRAPHIC  KEWS- 
EECOEDINCi  INSTRU3IENT  FOB  USE 
OF  HEKBEB& 

Mb.  gray  asked  the  First  Oommis- 
sioner  of  Works,  If  he  has  yet  come  to 
a  decision  whether  he  will  allow  a  tele- 

r.phio  newB-reoording  instrument  to 
ereetad  ia  the  House  for  the  use  of 
Members ;  whether,  immediately  after 
the  subject  was  last  mentioned  in  the 
fiouee,  the  Company  which  supplies 
meh  instruments  oflfezed  him  to  erect 
Me  in  the  House  on  payment  of  the 
emt  of  erection  only;  if  he  can  state 
how  many  hours  it  would  take  to  put 
up  one  of  these  instramente ;  and,  wne- 
uer  he  can  bold  out  an^  hope  d  one 
heimg  at  work  Hub  JSessum,  or  daring 
the  proposed  Autumn  Session,  ox  daring 
the  Session  of  1885  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVBE,  in  reply, 
said,  he  had  oonsulted  with  the  Serjeant- 
at-Arms,  who  had  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  supplying  telegraphic  news  to 
the  House,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  did 
not  offer  any  facilities  over  the  presevt 
system  to  hon.  Members  which  would 
justify  a  change.  The  Company  would 
propose  to  supply  the  instrument  at  a 
rental  of  £50  a-year,  with  certain  occa- 
rional  chanres;  whereas  the  present 
Telegraph  Gonkpany  supidfed  Its  news 
free. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH— THE  UPPER  AND 
LOWER  THAMES. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  asked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  he  will  take  into  consideration 
the  expediency  of  obtaining  full  powers 
to  deal  at  onoe  with  the  dangers  to 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Metropolis 
and  of  the  Lower  Thames  Valley  are 
exposed,  owing  to  the  absenoe  of  land 
water  in  the  Thames,  and  to  the  pesti- 
ferous nature  of  the  water  that  circu- 
lates between  Bailey  Credk  andXeddiog- 
ton,  and  to  obtain  money  for  carrying 
into  effect  such  a  scheme  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  mitigate  tjhese  dan- 
gers ?  In  putting  the  Question,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  read  the  following 
extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  prin- 
cipal Dockmaater  of  the  East  and  West 
India  Dock  Company  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Company : — 

"This  half-year  we  hare  raised  73,100  toDs 
what  we  oonadered  a  good  year's  work  before 
1881.  The  river  is  in  a  fe^ul  condition,  the 
st«Dch  from  the  sewage  is  very  bad,  and  the 
water  very  thick  and  black.  It  is  awfully 
sickening,  and  we  have  had  during  last  wewc 
high  Udee,  and  throogh  havii^  to  draw  down 
after  every  high  tide  water  to  Iriuity  datom  for 
the  protection  of  the  lockgates,  oauMS  a  strong 
tide  to  rush  in  before  the  following  high  water 
at  Blackwall  entrance  and  Eastern  vock  en- 
trance, bringing  in  an  enormous  amount  of 
■ewage.  I  reckon  in  four  days  last  week  not 
less  than  400  tons  entered  each  tide,  for  as  ^st 
as  I  dr«dged  in  BlackwaU  Basin  I  found  almost 
the  same  water  the  next  day.  The  banks  of 
the  basin  are  covered  with  a  green  slimy  sub- 
stance, and  smell  very  bad.  Some  steps  should 
be  taken  by  oorreapondenoe  through  the  daily 
nevrapapers,  or  by  direct  reference  to  theChair- 
man  of  the  Royal  Commission,  to  keep  the 
question  open,  or  it  will  have  the  same  fote  as 
other  Koyal  Commianons  when  ike  exdtansnt 
dies  o«t.^' 

Minute  of  Board — 

"The  condition  of  the  water  is  such  as  tends 
to  the  enervation  of  the  staff,  and  would  be  a 
factor  in  inducing  oholers.  The  matter  should 
be  pressed  upon  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Works  and  the  Ooremment,  with  a  view  to  the 
river  being  dealt  with,  not  only  in  the  inters 
of  the  Dooks,  but  of  the  citizens  at  large." 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE :  I  hare 
had  this  subject  under  consideration ; 
but  the  matter  is  not  one  with  regard  to 
which  I  can  propose  legislation  during 
the  present  Session.  I  hare,  however, 
instructed  Ur.  Harrison,  one  of  the  In- 
spectors of  the  Bou*d,  to  report  to  me 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  part  of  the 
Thames  on  which  the  Lover^ 
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Valley  abuts,  and  whether,  in  his  opi- 
nion, any  temporary  arrangements  can 
be  made  by  the  Local  Authorities  with 
the  view  of  removing  the  evils  which 
are  stated  to  exist,  and  providing  a 
y«nedy. 

EMPLOYEES'  LIABILITT  ACT-MINING 

ACCIDENTS. 

Me.  MACFAELANE  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
If  it  is  true  that  the  Beports  of  the 
Official  Inspectors  of  Mines,  in  cases  of 
explosions,  are  refused  to  persons  suing 
for  damages  under  the  Employers'  Lia- 
bility Act.  and  to  the  counsel  in  such 
cases,  ana  that  such  officers  can  refuse 
to  give  evidence  when  Bommoned  in 
support  of  a  case ;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence, the  strongest  and  most  reliable 
evidence  of  negligence  is  unavailable  for 
suitors ;  and,  if  he  pro^KMes  to  remove 
this  obstacle  to  the  requirements  of  jus- 
tice? 

SiE  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  :  I  am 
not  aware,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  dis- 
cover, that  any  Eeporta  have  been  so 
refused ;  but,  speaking  gonerally,  I 
concur  in  the  spirit  of  the  Question,  and 
will  take  care  that  instructions  are 
given  that  if  Eeports  are  applied  for 
they  shall  not  be  refused,  unless  under 
special  circumstances. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— OOMPTJL- 
SORT  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

Mb.  RANKIN  asked  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council,  Whe- 
ther during  the  recess  he  will  take  into 
his  consideration  the  advisability  of 
altering  the  age  of  compulsory  school 
attendance  from  five  years  to  seven 
years  of  age,  vrith  a  view  to  prevent 
children  from  leaving  school  by  passing 
the  fourth  standard  at  so  early  an  age 
as  many  do  at  present,  and  also  with  a 
view  to  lessen  the  great  difficulty  expe- 
rienced by  magistrates  in  having  to  oon- 
viot  parents  for  not  sending  yotmg  chil- 
dren of  five  and  six  years  of  age  regu- 
larly to  school  ? 

MB.MnNDELLA:  Considering  that 
there  are  1,345,196  children  of  alldasses 
foetiveen  five  and  seven  years  of  age,  of 
whom  920,000  are  on  the  registers  of 
publio  elementary  schools,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the 
hott.  Member.  What  ought  to  be  done, 
afid  what  I  hope  will  be  done  very  soon, 

Sir  CharUa  W.  DiUu 
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is  to  follow  out  the  reoommendation  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Technical  In- 
struction, and  enact  that  Standard  V. 
shall  be  the  minimum  for  total  exemp- 
tion. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)  — 
EXPEDITION  FOR  RELIEF  OF  OENE. 
RAL  OOBDON— TOTE  OF  CREDIT, 

LoBD  EUSTACE  CECIL  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
any  Supplementary  Estimate  or  Vote  of 
Credit  will  be  presented  to  the  House, 
before  the  Prorogation,  to  defray  the 
cost  of  any  expedition  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  General  Gor- 
don and  the  defence  of  Egypt  f 

The  Mabquess  op  HAETINGTON  : 
The  Government  have  arrived  at  no  de- 
cision to  present  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate before  the  Prorogation  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  any  expedition  Hi&t  may 
be  necessary  for  the  relief  of  General 
Gordon.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
a  Sup^lementaiy  Estimate  will  be  re- 
quired in  connection  with  expenses  being 
incurred  in  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  Egypt ;  and  I  shall  probably  be  able 
to  give  the  noble  Lord  a  definite  answer 
to-morrow. 

Hb.  W.  E.  FOBSTGB  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  information  with  regard  to  General 
Gordon's  present  position ;  whether  the 
rewards  which  the  Government  have 
offered  for  information  are  now  in  force, 
or  whether  they  lapsed  in  the  month  of 
June ;  and,  whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Nile  will  be  at  its  lowest  at  Khartoum 
by  the  end  of  September,  so  that  it  will 
then  be  more  difficult  to  send  relief  to 
General  Gordon  up  the  Nile,  and  also 
more  difficult  for  him  to  leave  Ehartoam 
by  the  river,  especially  by  the  White 
Nile,  than  it  is  at  present  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOB  : 
I  have  from  time  to  time  given  the 
House  all  the  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  FoTCogn  Office  in  regard  to 
General  Gordon's  position.  Tha  rewards 
have  not  lapsed  except  in  the  case  of  the 
messenger  mentioned  at  page  67  of 
"  Egypt  (No.  25)  1884;  "  but  complete 
discretion  as  to  money  rewards  has  been 
given  to  Mr.  Egerton,  as  stated  in  No.  43. 
It  is  high  Nile  at  Khartoum  about  the 
beginning  of  September,  and  this  lasts 
about  a  month.  The  river  begins  to  fall 
early  in  October,  and  is  hfUf  Nile  In  the 
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end  of  that  month.  Above  Khartoum 
the  Nile  attains  its  gzeatnt  height  early 
in  September. 

Mb.  LABOnCHEBE  asked  the  noble 
Lord  whether  steps  are  still  beioff  taken 
with  a  view  to  convey  to  Q^neral  Gordon 
instrucfions  to  withdraw,  if  posmble, 
from  Khartoum  and  the  Soudan  without 
farther  bloodshed;  and,  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  inform,  if  possible,  the 
Mahdi  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  already  recognized  the  independence 
of  the  Soudan,  and  that,  as  messengers 
have  been  despatched  to  Qeaeral  Gordon 
ordering  him  to  withdraw  from  that 
country,  he  was  acting  contrary  to  those 
instructions  if  he  slaughters  Soudanese, 
unless  in  self-defence  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE : 
The  aoswer  to  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question  is  in  the  affirmative ; 
to  the  second,  in  the  negative. 

EGYPT— COLLECTION  OF  TAXES-USE 
OF  TOBTURE. 

Ma.IiABOU0H£BB  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
'Whether  instructions  have  been  sent  to 
Her  Majesty's  Bepresentatives  in  Egypt 
to  inquire  into  the  alleged  use  of  torture 
in  levying  taxes  from  the  fellahs,  and  to 
see  that,  if  such  is  the  present  habit,  it 
will  no  longer  be  pursued  '/ 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMATJEIOE : 
If  my  hon.  Friend  will  refer  to  the 
Papers  on  Egyptian  affairs  which  have 
just  been  distributed,  he  will  find  from 
the  Heport  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  dated 
Jane  28,  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  the 
use  of  torture  by  the  courbash  in  the 
colloction  of  taxes  has  practically  ceased. 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  after  con- 
salting  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  did  not  con- 
axdra-  that  &rther  instructions  were 
necessary,  as  those  already  given  are 
quite  distinct.  The  use  of  torture  and 
the  oourbaafa  is  illegal,  as  will  be  seen 
on  reference  to  the  Proclamation  given 
at  page  36  of  '*  Egypt  (Ko.  6)  1B83." 
and  since  that  the  Penal  Codes  have  been 
macted,  which  put  an  end  to  any  punish- 
ment except  those  specifically  there 
meataonod. 

CSnSX  AST>  OUTKAOE  (IBELAKD)— 
ATTACK  OK  THE  EESIDENT  MAGIS- 
TRATE,  CO.  SLIGO. 
CoLONBL  KING-HAEMAN  ashed  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  he  has  received  any  in- 

YOL.  COXOI.   [TnntD  sbbibi.] 


formation  as  to  an  attack  having  been 
made  upon  the  Besident  Magistrate  for 
Sligo  on  the  13th  instant  f 

Ma.  TEEVELTAK :  I  am  informed 
that,  about  10  days  ago*  the  Besident 
Magistrate,  while  taking  a  walk  after 
dusk,  was  struck  by  a  stone,  which  was 
thrown  over  the  fence  from  an  adjoining 
field.  He  chased  and  secured  a  man 
who,  he  believed,  threw  the  stone,  and, 
having  demanded  his  name  and  address, 
he  let  him  go.  It  was  subsequently  as- 
certained uiat  the  name  and  address 
given  were  false.  Mr.  Molony  does  not 
himself  consider  that  the  affair  was  an 
outrage. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Where  did  this 

happen  ? 

Mr.  TBEVELYAN  :  While  the  ma- 
gistrate was  taking  a  walk  along  the 
river  side  near  the  town. 

XXfWER  THAMES  VALLEY  MAIN 
SEWERAGE  BOARD. 

Mb.  BAEBAN  asked  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  Whether, 
having  regard  to  the  importance  of  the 
sewage  of  the  Lower  Thames  Valley 
being  diverted  from  the  river  at  the 
earliest  moment,  to  the  applications 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
by  Heston  and  Islewotth,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  and  Bichmond,  for  the  sever- 
ance of  those  places  from  the  Lower 
Thames  Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board, 
and  to  the  Beport  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  of  this  Session — 

"  That  the  continaance  of  the  Joint  Board  is 
□ot  only  mineceasary,  but  operates  as  a  hind- 
rance to  the  several  authorities  parifying  the 
Eewage  of  their  respective  districts," 

he  will  now  give  facilities  for  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Joint  Board  and  sub-divi- 
sion of  its  district  as  recommended  bj 
the  Committee ;  whether  those  object 
could  be  effected  by  a  short  Bill  passed 
during  the  present  Session ;  and,  if  he 
is  not  prepared  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill, 
what  othar  ste^  does  he  propose  to  take 
in  the  matter  m  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic and  the  localities  7 

Sia  CHABLES  W.  DIUCE:  The 
Lower  Thames  Valley  Main  Sewerage 
District,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  reply 
to  a  Question  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Finsbury  (Sir  Andrew 
Lusk),  was  constituted  by  a  Provisional 
Order,  which  was  issued  by  the  Board 
after  local  conferences  and  inquiries,  and 
was  subsequently  confirmed  J>y  ParUa* 
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meat,  ftfter  7017  foil  ooneideratioo  by  a 
Seleot  Oommittee.  It  is  fave  that  the 
Seteet  Oommittee  on  the  Bill  of  this 
Session  recommended  the  dissolution  of 
the  Joint  Board  and  the  setting  up  of 
new  districts.  But  that  reoommenda' 
tion  was  made  after  hearing  the  evidence 
of  two  only  out  of  the  1 1  constituent 
authorities,  and  without  hearing  any 
evidence  whatever  on  the  part  of  the 
other  nine  constituent  authorities,  or  the 
Main  Sewerf^e  Board  on  the  subject. 
The  Board  have  received  communica- 
tions from  Heston,  and  Isleworth,  and 
Biohmoud  as  to  separation  from  the  dis- 
triot;  but  no  similar  application  has 
been  made  by  the  Kingston-on-Thames 
Sanitary  Authority  since  1881.  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  dissolve  the  district 
and  set  up  other  districts  without  giving 
those  interested  full  opportunity  ox  mak- 
ing their  representations  on  the  subject 
at  a  local  inquiry.  I  am,  as  I  stated  in 
reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  La- 
bouchere),  obtaining  a  Report  as  to 
whether  any  temporary  arrangement  can 
be  made  by  the  Local  Authorities  with 
the  view  of  mitigating  the  evils  stated 
to  exist. 

ViacoTOT  FOLKESTONE  said,  he 
wished  to  say  that  the  Select  Oommittee 
heard  the  promoters  of  the  scheme. 

SiE  CHARLES  "W.  DILKE  said,  if  he 
was  wrong  on  that  point,  he  was  right 
in  stating  that  the  Committee  did  not 
hear  nine  out  of  the  1 1  opponents. 

Vkcottnt  FOLKESTONE  said,  that 
the  Committee,  having  heard  two  of  the 
opponents,  considered  that  they  had 
Bumcient  evidence  before  them. 

ARMT  —  MILITART    BARRACKS  AT 
LONGFORD— RESIDENCE   FOE  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER. 
Mb.  JUSTIN  M'OARTHT  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  it 
is  intended  to  buy  or  take  on  lease  a 
house  for  the  Army  Medical  Doctor  out- 
side the  Military  Barracks  in  Longford ; 
and,  whether  there  ia  not  ample  accom- 
modation within   the  barracks,  there 
being  now  twelve  quarters  unoccupied 
there  ? 

The  Marquess  of  UARTINGTON  : 
No  proposal  of  the  nature  indicated  in 
the  Question  has  been  made  to  the  War 
Office ;  and  if  such  a  proposal  had  been 
made,  careful  inquij^  would  be  made 
b^ore  it  waa  sanctioned. 

Sir  CKarUt      DiUu  . 


ARREARS  OF  RENT  (IRELAND)  ACT- 
COLONEL  DIGBT,  J.P. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Ohi«f 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, miether  it  is  true  that  Colonel 
Digby,  J.P.  Westmeath,  obtained  from 

the  Land  Commissioners,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Arrears  of  Rent  (Ireland) 
Act,  certain  arrears  of  rent  alleged  by 
him  to  be  due  of  a  tenant  of  his  named 
James  Rickard ;  whether  this  James 
Rickord  had  actually  parted  with  the 
interest  in  his  tenancy  to  a  man  named 
James  Egan,  who  paid  to  the  landlord 
all  arrears  due  of  the  holding ;  whether, 
after  this  payment  was  made,  Colonel 
Digby  received,  and  he  and  Rickard 
divided  between  them,  the  money  thus 
obtained  from  the  Land  Commission ; 
and,  whether,  if  these  allegations  are 
well  founded,  he  will  order  fresh  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken  against  Colonel 
Digby,  and  take  steps  to  secure  the  due 
hearing  of  the  charge  before  a  competent 

tribunal?  

Mb.  TREYELTAN  :  I  am  informed 
that,  on  the  joint  application  of  the  land- 
lord  and  tenant,  the  Land  Commissioners 
extinguished  arrears  of  rent  amounting 
to  £5  15«.,  and  that  a  sum  of  £2  17<.  6(f. 
was  paid  to  the  landlord.  The  tenant, 
Rickard,  alleges  that  Colonel  Digby 
gave  him  £2  Is.  6d.  of  this  sum — from 
which  it  would  appear  that  he  retained 
10#.  of  it  for  himself — under  what  cir- 
cumstances does  not  appear.  I  am  also 
informed  that  it  is  a  fact  that  Rickard 
sold  the  interest  of  his  farm  ia  Novem- 
ber, 1882,  to  a  man  named  Egan,  and 
that  of  the  price  given — £40 — a  sum  of 
£21  10;.  was  paid  to  Colonel  Digby  for 
rent  and  costs.  Whether  this  included 
all  arrears  I  cannot  say.  An  explana- 
tion will  be  written  for,  and,  on  receipt 
of  that  explanation,  dieae  Reports  shall 
be  laid  before  the  Law  Officers  tot 
directions  whether  these  Reports  dis- 
close an  offmce,  or  a  case  for  further 
inquiry. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  communicate  with  the 
tenant  Egan,  who  purchased  the  hold- 
ing, and  who  may  have  valnable  infcnr- 
mation  to  give  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  there  was 
enough  information  on  the  subject  to 
satisfy  Uie  Law  Officers. 

Mb.  HEALY:  Is  it  usual,  when  a 
persoi  is  charged  with  ihef^  for  Hhe 
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Gorenunent  to  Tiite  to  him  for  an  ex- 
pUmation? 

COITPAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
(IRELAND)  ACT  — CATTLE  INSPEC- 
TOR, KILMA.CTHOMAS  UNION. 

Mr.  L£AMY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Lreland, 
If  the  Lord  Lieutenant  reoently  refused 
to  sanction  the  appointment  of  a  gentle- 
man to  the  post  of  Cattle  Inspector  to  a 
Southern  Poor  Law  TTnioo,  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  not  a  fully  qualified  Teteri- 
nary Bura;eon ;  and,  if  so,  whether  in 
fature  only  (qualified  Teterinary  surgeons 
will  be  appointed  to  the  post  ? 

Mh.  TKEVELTAJSr :  It  is  presumed 
{hat  this  Question  relates  to  the  Kilmac- 
thomas  Union,  County  Waterford,  in 
which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  refused,  in 
April  last,  to  sanction  the  appointment 
01  an  Inspector  who  was  not  a  qualified 
Teterinary  surgeon,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Local  Authority  could  procure  the 
services  of  a  duly  qualified  Teterinary 
■nrgeon  for  the  office.  The  Order  in 
Council  dealing  with  the  subject  requires 
iiiat  the  persona  appointed  shall  be 
veterinary  surgeons,  unless  the  Lord 
lieutenant  is  satia&Bd  that  it  is  impos- 
sible  to  procure,  or  that  for  other  suffi- 
cient reason  it  is  undeurable  to  appoint, 
a  person  so  qualified. 

PRISONS   (IRELAND)-THB  LATE  GO- 
TEENOR  OF  LIMERICK  PRISON— 
SUPEEANN  UATION. 

Mb.  O'SULUVAN  asked  Mr.  SoU- 
eitor  General  for  Ireland,  Under  what 
Ask  of  Parliament  had  the  grand  jury  of 
fhe  covnty  Limeridc  power  to  alter  and 
increase  tiie  retiring  allowance  of  the 
lat*  GoTomor  of  the  County  lAmoriok 
FriMtt  by  thirfy'three  pounds  ten  shil* 
fittgs  per  annum  over  and  aboTe  the 
amount  fixed  by  a  previous  grand  jury 
ia  that  county  7 

Xhb  SOLICITOE  GENEEAL  k>b 
IEELAND  (Mr.  Waikeb)  :  Mr.  Eagar, 
the  late  (Governor,  was  appointed  prior 
to  the  Prisons  Act,  1877,  and  his  posi- 
tion was  continued  under  the  Prisons 
Board  till  last  year,  when  he  was  retired 
consequent  on  the  abolition  of  Spike 
Island.  The  superannuation  allowance 
ia  regttlatsd  by  the  Superannuation  Act, 
1869,  and  a  Treasury  Minute  of  14th 
JaQuasj,  1879,  and  the  Prisons  Act, 
l&77r.  provides  for  an  apportionnkmt 


the  allowance  on  the  ooun^  in  respect  of 
servioea  prior  to  April,  1878,  The  power 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  to  make  a  present- 
ment for  this  is  retained  by  the  Prisons 
Act.  The  portion  payable  by  the  county 
would  have  been  primd  facte  £160  18(. 
per  annum ;  but  the  Grand  Jury,  in  the 
summer  of  1683,  passed  a  resolution 
that,  on  aocouut  of  Mr.  Eagar's  good 
and  long  serTicee,  the  allowance  should  be 
£194  Ut.  6d.  This  was  the  first  and 
only  resolution  passed  by  the  Grand 
Juzy,  and  it  was  founded  on  tide  autho- 
rity I  hare  mentionsd. 

P08T  OVFICB  (IRELAND)-DAT  MAIL 

TO  CORK. 

Mr.  LEAMY  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  If  he  is  aware  that  about  five- 
sixths  of  the  passengers  from  Dublin  to 
Waterford  trsTel  Ti&  Maxyburgh,  and  if, 
under  the  proposed  agreement  for  the 
acceleration  of  the  mails  from  Dublin  to 
Cork,  the  Great  Western  mail  will  not 
stop  at  Maryburgh,  these  passengers 
will  be  compelled  to  traTel  vi&  Carlow ; 
whether  such  an  arrangement  will  give 
an  onfur  advantage  to  the  Chreat  South- 
em  and  Western  line  over  the  Central 
Ireland  Railway,  which  would  thereby 
lose  a  large  share  of  its  present  passen- 
ger traffic;  and,  whether  he  will  bear 
this  fact  in  mind  when  considering  the 
proposed  agreement  ? 

Me.  FAWOETT,  in  reply,  said,  that, 
in  carrying  out  the  acceleration  of  the 
day  mail  to  Cork,  Limerick,  Sec,  it  was 
not  intended  to  alter  the  present  day 
mail  train  from  Dublin  at  9  a.m.,  which 
would  continue  to  stop  at  Maryburgh ; 
but  the  new  special  train  would  not  call 
there,  a  stop  being  unnecessary  for  mail 
purposes.  He  regretted  that  the  effect 
of  the  new  arrangement  should  be  in 
any  way  unfaTourable  to  the  Waterford 
and  Central  Ireland  Bailway  Company  ; 
but,  so  far  as  the  day  mail  to  Waterford 
was  concerned,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
such  an  improvement  of  the  service  by 
the  present  routo  vid  Carlow  should  not 
be  affected  as  should  secure  as  long  an 
interval  for  replies  by  return  of  post  as 
an  accelerated  service  vid  Maryburgh. 
Inquiries  on  this  point  were  being 
nuide. 

INDIA— THE  SALT  TAX. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CABTHY  asked  th* 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
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Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  an  article  in  Th»  Lancet,  published 
two  months  ago,  in  which  toat  high 
medical  authority  asserts  that — 

"  Ab  tlie  diet  of  the  Hindoo  is  almost  entirely 
farinaceoaa  and  rentable,  it  ia  a  cruel  iniustice 
to  impoee  a  tax  &at  rendera  a  phyBtoIogical 
necessary  a  high-priced  luxury  ;  " 

and,  whether  the  GoTemment  will  take 
into  account  the  opinion  of  Tht  Lancet  in 
arranging  their  future  policy  with  regard 
to  the  Salt  Tax  in  India  7 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS,  in  reply,  said,  that 
tlie  GoTemment  of  India  was  fully  aware 
of  the  objections  which  might  be  urged 
against  the  Salt  Tax,  and  bore  them 
in  mind  when  oonsidering  its  fiscal 
ohangea. 

UNION  RATING  (IRELAND). 

CoLoiraL  C0LTHTJE8T  asked  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  GoTeniment  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  1871-2  with  regard  to  Union  Bating 
in  Ireland ;  and,  if  bo,  whether  such 
legislation  will  embrace  outdoor  as  well 
as  indoor  relief? 

Mb.  THEYELYAN,  in  xv^y,  said, 
the  Gkrvemment  were  very  anxious  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  re- 
ferred to.  The  system  in  Ireland  should 
be  assimilated  to  the  system  in  England, 
both  with  regard  to  indoor  and  outdoor 
relief. 

JAMAICA— IMPORTATION  OP 
COOLIES. 

Mb.  a.  pease  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether, 
in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  debt 
which  the  importation  of  Coolies  has 
already  entailed  upon  Jamaica,  and  also, 
in  view  of  the  despatch  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  for  the  Colonies  of  the 
29th  September  1877,  relieTing  the 
people  of  the  Island  from  future  taxa- 
tion for  this  purpose.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  any  intention  of  adopting 
tiie  proposal  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
the  importation  of  Coolies  shall  be  re- 
newed, and  supported  from  the  general 
taxation  of  the  Island  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  No  de- 
oiuon  has  yet  been  arrived  at  on  the 
proposals  of  the  Boyal  Commissioners 
relative  to  Ooolie  immigration  into  Ja- 
maica; and,  indeed,  it  is  a  question  on 


which  the  Government  would  not  think 
it  right  to  give  any  definite  directions 
uotil  the  new  Jamaican  Legislative 
Council  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering it  at  their  meetiug  in  September 
next.  I  may  point  out,  however,  as  to 
the  terms  of  my  hon.  Friend's  Question, 
that  the  importation  of  Coolies  has  never 
been  stopped,  and  that,  under  present 
arrangements,  the  expense  of  bospital 
treatment  for  the  Coolies  ia  maintained 
from  tiie  ganwal  taxation  of  the  island. 

AFRICA  (SOUTH)— BECHUANALAND. 
Sib  HENEY  HOLLAND  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  tlie  Colo- 
nies, Whether  he  can  give  to  the  House 
any  information  as  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Bechuanaland ;  and,  whether 
he  will  lay  ux>on  the  Table  further 
Papers  relating  to  that  Country,  be- 
fore the  Supplemental  Estimate  is  con- 
sidered ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  Further 
Papers  on  Bechuanaland  are  in  pre- 
paration, and  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
before  the  end  of  the  Session  ;  but  not, 
I  fear,  in  time  for  the  Supplemental^ 
Estimate.  It  would  be  impossible, 
within  the  limits  of  an  answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion, to  give  the  general  account  asked 
for ;  but  when  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate is  moved,  I  shall  be  ready  to  state 
any  information  we  may  be  in  possession 
of.  Meanwhile  I  may  eay  that  we  have 
received  a  telegram -nom  the  Governor 
of  the  Oaf>e,  in  which  informs  us  thai 
the  following  Resolution  has  been  carried 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Cape  Colony — namely, 

"That,  in  the  opinioa  of  this  House,  it  is 
expedient,  peDding  the  ratification  of  the  Lon- 
don Convention  of  1884  by  the  Volksraad  of  the 
South  African  Republic,  that  the  Colonial 
Oovemment  be  authorised  to  open  oommani- 
cations  with  the  Imperial  Government,  with  a 
view  to  submitting  to  Parliament,  next  Session, 
a  meaaore  for  the  annexation  to  the  Cape  Colony 
of  the  toritoi^  of  the  south-western  border  of 
the  South  Afncan  Republic,  now  under  Britidi 
protection— that  ia  to  say,  Bechuanaland." 

Sir  HENEY  HOLLAiiD :  That  will 
include  the  so-called  Bepubltc  of  Stella- 
land  and  Goschen  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  Yes ;  all 

these  territories. 

ARMY— LOSS  OF  LIFE  IN  EGYPT. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
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following  approximate  estimate  of  loss 
of  life  in  E^pt  since  the  English  occu- 
pation appears  in  truatvorthy  soarces  of 
mformation,  to  wit : — 

Nomlter 

of 
EiUed. 

1882.  Destnution  of  Alexandria  (Ann. 

Reg.  1882,  p.  3(8)  ..    .  •.  2,000 
Tel-S-KeUr  (ditto,  ditto)   .   .  1,000 

1883.  Hagtacre  of  Hick's  Anny  (ditto, 

1883.  p.  389)   11,000 

Attempt  to  refiere  Sinkat  ((Utio, 
p.  391)   760 

1884.  aCaasacre  of  Baker's  Ann;  (De- 

apatch  to  Hh  E.  Baring,  Blue 
Book,  Egypt,  No.  12.  1884, 
p.  36)  3,346 

El  Teb  (Graham's  Despatch, 

ditto,  p.  121)   900 

Tamad  (ditto,  ditto,  p.  161)  2,000 


Total  .    .   :  20,000 


and.  whether  lie  will  snbmit  the  above 
statement  to  i^Bcial  inspection  for  cor- 
rection and  amplification,  and  lay  the 
amended  statement  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  ? 

The  MARQincss  of  HARTINGTON: 
I  have  referred  to  the  authorities  which 
are  quoted  in  the  Question,  and  the 
numbers  which  are  given  in  the  hon. 
Member's  statement  appear  to  be  cor- 
rectly stated  firom  these  authorities. 
However,  except  in  the  case  of  Baker 
Pasha's  force,  and  the  Battle  of  EI  Teb, 
they  appear  to  be  estimates  only.  "We 
have  no  means  in  the  War  Office  of  cor- 
recting or  amplifying  these  estimates. 
I  do  not  see  there  would  be  any  ad- 
vantage in  embodying  the  estimates  re- 
ferred to  in  a  Parliamentary  Beturn ; 
but  it  would,  of  course,  be  open  to  the 
hou.  Member  to  make  any  use  he  thinks 
fit  of  the  information  which  he  has 
compiled. 

SCOTLAXW— THE  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE 
AND  ART,  EDmeURGH. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  asked  the«First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether,  in- 
asmuch as  by  the  munificence  of  a 
private  benefai^or  all  difficulties  as  to 
the  allocation  of  the  space  in  the  new 
wing  of  the  Edinburgh  Museum  of 
Science  and  Art  are  obviated,  hs  will 
cive  iostructions  for  the  work  to  be 
begun  at  once  ? 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  Yes,  Sir; 
tenders  will  be  invited  for  this  bttilding 
in  a  few  days. 


IRELAND— THE  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE 
AND  ART,  DUBLIN'. 

Mb.  DAWSON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  any  further 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  seleetion 
of  the  design  for  the  Science  and  Art 
Museum,  Dublin,  and  how  soon  the 
arrangements  are  likely  to  be  oom- 
pletef 

Mb.  COTTBTNET,  in  reply,  said,  the 
hon.  Member  knew  that  the  recom- 
mended design  proved,  on  valuation,  to 
involve  an  expenditure  much  above  -the 
prescribed  limit.  They  had,  therefore, 
been  driven,  in  justice  to  the  other  com- 
petitors, to  inquire  into  the  other  designs. 
Two  of  these  could  not  be  entertained 
under  any  circumstances ;  valuations 
were  in  progress  as  to  the  other  two, 
which  the  Committee  of  Advisers  had 
placed  in  order  of  merit.  The  Board 
of  Works  were  considering  what  pre- 
liminary work  could  be  done  in  antici- 
pation of  the  final  decision. 

Ma.DAWSON:  Whatisthedifferenoe 
between  the  cost  of  the  selected  design 
and  the  sum  which  the  Oovemment  is 
prepared  to  give  ? 

Mb.  COUKTNET  :  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  fair  to  state  tiiat  nntil  the 
other  designs  have  been  examined. 

Mb.  DAWSON :  Is  not  the  hon.  Gen- 
tieman  aware  that  it  is  a  matter  of  a 
very  few  thousand  pounds  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  No. 

Me.  DAWSON  :  WUl  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman state  what  it  is,  if  he  knows  it? 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  It  is  not  fair  to 
other  competitors  to  state  what  this 
difference  is. 

Mr.  gray  :  Is  it  the  fact  that  the 
competitors,  whose  designs  are  now 
under  consideration,  are  Englishmen, 
and  that  the  competitor  whose  design 
has  been  set  aside  is  an  Irishman  ?  And 
more  particularly,  I  wish'  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  whether  he  hopes  to  be  able 
to  state  the  decision  of  the  l^asury  in 
this  important  matter  before  the  House 
rises  ?   

Mb.  COURTNEY :  I  have  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  nationalitiea  of  the 
competitors.  I  hope  the  examinations 
will  be  completed  in  time  to  announce 
them  to  Farliament. 

Mr.  DAWSON:  I  wish  to  aek  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  whether  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  this  question,  which  concerns 
the  education  of  the  Irish  ne^le,  has 
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been,  fin  the  Bake  of  a  few  thotuand 
ponnda,  16  yeus  in  oontemplationi  and 
haa  not  yet  been  aettled  ? 

Ub.  GOTJBTNET:  I  liaTa  already 
told  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  a  few  thousand  pounds. 

Mb.  DAWSON :  I  ask,  is  it  a  fact 
that  it  has  been  16  years  in  contempla- 
tion by  the  GoTemmenf  f 

[No  reply.] 

SHIP  BBOEEKAGE  (FRANCE). 

Hb.  OHABLES  FAUCEB  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  Betum  of  the 
Oorrespondence  with  Shipping  Associa- 
tions  and  Reports  from  the  British  Em- 
bassy at  Paris,  on  the  question  of  Ship 
Brokerage  in  France  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  Commercial,  No, 
12,  1883)  ? 

LoKD  EDMOND  FITZMATJEICE : 
There  will  be  no  objection  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  the  Correspondence  to  wmcdt 
my  hon.  Friend  refers,  and  it  will  be  at 
once  prepared  for  publication. 

Mr.  OHAHLES  PALMER  asked. 
Whether  the  noble  Lord  would  state  that 
any  more  energetic  steps  would  be  taken 
to  bring  this  matter,  in  which  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  took  so  great  an 
interest,  to  a  satisfaotory  concIusicmP 

Loan  EDMOND  IITZMAUHIOE: 
I  can  hardly  admit  that  more  energetio 
steps  are  necessary,  because  these  nego- 
tiations have  been  carried  on  in  Paris 
by  Mr.  Crowe  with  great  ability.  No 
doubt  the  matter  is  one  of  importance. 
It  is  now  before  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  it  may  be  advisable,  if  no  satisfac- 
tory result  is  soon  arrived  at,  to  take 
some  fitrther  steps. 

METEOP0LI8— STATE  OF  THE 
8TKEETS  AT  NIGHT. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (for  M^.  Obop- 
pkb)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  remarks  made  at  a 
meeting  last  week  of  the  "  Central  Tigi- 
laace  Committee,"  at  which  His  Grace  me 
Duke  of  Westminster  stated  that  the 
condition  of  certain  streets  of  the  Me- 
tropolis was  "  notoriously  scandalous 
and  disgraceful,"  for  utter  shamefulness 
"not  to  be  equ^ed  in  the  whole  world;" 
that  tradesmen  "in  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal streets  "  lire  imder  what  is  really 

Xr.  Dawion 


"  a  Reign  of  Terror,"  and,  if  they  took 

"  individual  or  isolated  action," 

they  wotild  be  in  fear  of  bmng  b<rr- 
cotted ;  whe(3m  the  poweriessness  of 
the  police  in  regard  to  this  nuisance  is 
owing  to  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  magistratee  in  regard  to  the 
evidenoe  necessary  to  support  convic- 
tions for  the  offence  specified  in  Sub- 
Section  11  of  2  ft  3  Vict.  cap.  47,  sec. 
64 ;  and,  whether  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  obtain  a  consensus  of  magisterial 
opinion  on  this  point  ? 

Mb.  PULESTON  asked,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  unfortunate  state  of  things 
arising  from  the  suspension  of  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Contagious  Diseases 
Act,  the  Government  would  not  restore 
those  proTisions,  pending  the  introdno- 
tion  of  the  long-promised  Bill  on  the 
subject  ? 

Mb.  ONSLOW  asked,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  of  the  extent 
to  whidli  innoeent  young  rassn.  and  inno- 
cent old  men  were  accosted  by  females 
in  the  streets? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABOOURT:  My 
attention  has  long  been  directed  to  this 
subject,  and  I  think  it  one  of  vety  great 
importance.  I  am  glad  to  see,  by  the 
Question  of  my  hon.  Friend  behind  me 
(Mr.  8.  Smith ),  that  he  attributes  a  great 
part  of  the  evil  to  the  helplessness  of  the 
police  in  the  matter.  That  is  entirely 
my  opinion.  I  believe  the  condition  of 
the  streets  will  never  be  made  what  it 
ought  to  be  unless  iHirther  powers  are 
given  to  the  police,  as  in  Qla^w  and 
other  towns.  Glauses  to  that  effect  were 
introduced  into  a  Bill  which  passed  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  I  deeply  regret 
that  that  Bill  cannot  pass  into  law  this 
Sesdon.  It  is  not  necessary  for  Ihe  Go- 
vernment to  consider  the  question,  be- 
cause they  hare  embodied  their  views  in 
the  clauses  of  that  Bill.  I  am  glad  to 
see,  ikim  the  Qnestions  on  the  Paper, 
that  those  views  will  have  the  support 
of  the  Vigilance  Committee ;  and,  with 
their  support,  I  have  very  little  doubt 
that  the  Bill  will  pass  into  law,  and  wUl 
have  the  effect  desired. 

Sib  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  expressed  the 
opmion  that  the  police  ought  to  have 
further  powers.  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  and  he 
wished  to  whether  he  ooiUd  not  give 
effect  to  that  view  in  a  short  Bill  this 
Session  f 
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Sib  WILLIAM  HAEOOITET  said, 
he  wished  he  could  think  that  a  short 
Bill  would  involTe  a  short  discuBaion  on 
this  sabjeot.  The  information  he  had 
on  that  point  hardly  encouraged  him  in 
jnich  a  nope.  Short  Bills  sometimes 
took  a  lone  time  in  pasmng. 

Hb.  FXHiESTOirsaid,  that  the  right 
hoB.  Gentleman  had  not  answered  his 
QueefioiiT  whether  something  could  not 
be  done  in  the  way  of  restoring  the  sus- 
pended powers  of  the  Acts  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  so  as  to  prevent  that  condition 
of  things  which  arose  from  the  with- 
drawal of  the  police? 

Sib  "WILLIAM  HAHOOTTRT  said, 
that  the  Government  did  not  propose  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind  referred  to. 
They  considered  that  the  police  in  towns 
had  ample  powers,  whicn  they  might 
put  into  operation  if  they  chose  so  to  do. 

Mb.  AETHTJB  O'CONNOR  asked 
-whether  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  was 
aware  that  there  were  several  large 
establishments  in  which  the  girls  em- 
ployed slept  on  the  premises  five  nights 
n  the  week,  but  were  not  allowed  to  do 
80  on  &iturday  and  Sunday  nights  7 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABOOuBT  said, 
he  had  no  cognizance  of  that. 

Mb.  SAMTTEL  SMITH  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  following  extracts  &om  a 
speech  made  by  the  Bight  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  ' '  Central  Yigilance  Com- 
mittee "  at  Willia's  Booms  on  July  16th 
1S84:— 

**  There  are  hundreds  and  thooeandB  of  poor 
girls,  as  honeat,  good  gida  as  ever  lived,  en- 
gaged in  their  diiuy  occupations  in  London  at 
a  distanco  from  their  homea.  Often,  tn  the 
winter  season,  especially,  they  have  to  return 
home  after  dark,  and  they  are  exposed  to  every 
ionit  (tf  temptation.  Unless  you  conld  hear  from 
thrir  own  lips,  as  far  as  they  dare  communicate 
it  to  you,  what  they  see  or  hear,  it  would  seem 
almost  too  monstrons  to  helieve.  A  gentleman 
callftd  apon  me  the  other  day  who  had  heen  in 
Regent  Street.  He  said  he  was  at  the  head  of 
a  vary  la^e  firm,  and  he  had  in  his  establish- 
ment from  200  to  300  married  women  and 
yomig  single  woman.  He  said,  *  I  am  obliged 
constantly  to  go  as  f«r  as  I  can  with  these 
women  when  they  leave  their  work  to  see  them 
safe  beyond  a  certain  point,  becauae  there  are 
people  waiting  in  the  neighbomrhood  for  the 

EDipose  of  Coring  them  awa^,  and  perhaps 
idnlgiog  their  horrid  inconceivable  taste  by 
pouring  the  most  filthy  wickedness  into  the  ears 
of  them  young  P^rla.  That  is  the  case  with 
reference  to  one  large  establishment,  and  I  have 
beard  it  with  r^ard  to  others.   If  you  want  to 


correct  the  evil  you  must  go  to  this  male  solici- 
tation, as  well  as  female  solicitation  (applause). 
You  must  create  a  strong  public  opinion,  whidi 
will  prevent  the  evil  praHicea  cd  these  nun, 
many  of  whinn  are  in  a  decent  poeitioi  in 
aoci^,  and  have  ample  means.  Yon  must  pre- 
vent tlieee  men  going  out  night  by  nijfht_  as 
they  do,  indulging  their  beastly  procUvities, 
and  corrupting  and  dishonouring  society  to  the 
utmost  extent  possible.  You  most  know  that 
oircnmatanoes  have  very  mooh  altered  now  in 
respect  to  the  work  of  these  young  women, 
who,  as  I  say,  have  to  work  some  two  or  three 
miloB  away  from  their  homes.  A  short  time 
ago  the  hoars  of  labour  were  very  much  limited, 
in  some  of  the  workshops,  and  they  managed 
to  get  home  in  decent  time,  but  now,  by  the 
permtsrion  of  the  Seoratary  of  State,  with  the 
view  to  the  relief  of  certain  trades,  the  hours 
of  labour  are  so  prolonged  that  many  of  these 
poor  girls  cannot  leave  their  workshops  until 
nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  ni^ht.  Then  they  have 
perhaps  three  or  four  miles  to  go  from  their 
work  to  their  homes.  What  they  say  is,  '  so 
long  as  we  can  keep  together  we  are  tolenbly 
safe,  but  the  time  comes  when  we  moat  separate 
to  go  in  differmt  directions  to  onr  homes,  and 
that  is  the  time  when  we  are  exposed  to  tiiew 
annoyances,  too  dreadful  to  describe.'  That  is 
the  state  of  things  in  onr  streets  ;  " 
and,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  consider, 
during  the  recess,  some  remedy  for  this 
deplorable  state  of  things  ? 

Snt  WILLIAM  HABOOTJBT  said,  he 
thought  he  had  substantially  answered 
the  Question  already. 

ABMT— MABBXED  BOLDIEBS'  aTTAB- 

TERS  AT  WOOLWICH. 

Bahon  HENBY  DE  WOBMS  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  "War,  with 
reference  to  his  statement  that  the  over- 
crowding of  the  married  soldiers'  quw- 
ters  in  the  Cambridge  Cottages^  at 
Woolwich  would  at  once  be  remedied. 
Whether  it  is  the  fact  that,  although 
negotiations  have  taken  place  for  renting 
sixteen  houses,  iu  order  to  afford  proper 
accommodation  for  the  married  soldiers, 
no  result  has  been  arrived  at,  and  the 
overcrowding  still  continues,  causing 
much  inconvenience  and  danger  to  the 
health  of  the  troops  and  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  adjacent  districts  ? 

Thb  Mabqubbs  op  HAETINGTON: 
Authority  has  been  given  to  the  General 
Officer  Commanding  at  Wdolwich  to^hire 
cottages  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
married  soldiers'  quarters  ;  but  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  cottages  should  be  carefoUy  exa- 
mined before  they  are  actually  taken 
over.  This  inspection,  and  the  conse- 
quent repairs,  will  be  purfied  on  oa 
rapidly  as  possible.  ^  ^ 
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POST  OFFICE— THE  TELEPHONE 
COMPANIES. 

Ub.  JACOB  BKIQHT  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  When  he  will  be  able 
to  retnm  an  ansver  to  the  Telephone 
Companies  in  rward  to  maUers  in  dis- 
cuBsion  between  utem  and  the  Post  Office 
Bepartmeat? 

Mb.  FAWOETT  :  The  United  Tele- 
phone Company  and  its  affiliated  Com- 
panies hare  submitted  to  me  three  dif- 
ferent proposals,  the  consideration  of 
which  inTolvee  many  complicated  and 
difficult  details  \  and  I  am  sure  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  these  proposals 
should  be  carefully  considered  in  all 
their  bearings.  I  have  personally  de- 
voted all  the  time  to  their  investigation 
I  could  spare,  but  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  complete  it.  I  may  add  that 
from  four  other  licensed  Companies  I 
have  not  receired  any  statement ;  but  I 
have  informed  them  that  if  they  do  not 
at  once  furnish  me  with  one,  I  must  de- 
cade without  having  their  views  before 
me.  Although  I  cannot  fix  the  precise 
day,  I  can  but  repeat  the  promise  that 
there  shall  be  no  unnecessaiy  delay ;  and 
I  can  assure  my  hon.  Friend  (Af r,  Jacob 
Bright)  that  no  one  can  be  more  anxious 
than  I  am  that  the  question  should  be 
speedily  settled. 

Me.  gray  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  expected  that  his 
decision  would  be  pronounced  be- 
fore the  Post  Office  Estimates  were 
taken? 

Mb.  FAWOETT  said,  he  should  do 
everything  he  could  to  speedily  arrive 
at  a  decision  ;  but  ho  felt  that  the  in- 
terest not  only  of  the  Post  Office  and 
the  public,  but  of  the  Telephone  Com- 
auiea  themselves,  required  that  that 
ecision  should  not  be  a  hasty  one ;  and, 
therefore,  he  should  not  like  to  give  the 
hon.  Member  a  pledge. 

Mb.  GHAY  said,  that  on  Monday  he 
would  address  a  Question  on  the  subject 
to  the  Prime  Minister.  He  would  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
aware  that  a  question  was  in  dispute  as 
to  the  respective  rights  of  this  House 
and  of  a  Government  Department  to 
ovenride  the  House's  decision  ? 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  MAILS 
IN  CAVAN. 

Mb.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Postmaster 
'General,  Is  it  a  fact  that  in  the  town  of 


Cavan  the  mail  doses  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  aldioagh  the  train  which, 
carries  it  on  does  not  start  fttmi  OLonea, 
twelve  miles  distant,  until  fifteen  mi- 
nutes  past  nine  p.m.  in  consequence  of 
the  bags  from  Cavan  being  now  sent,  as 
they  were  a  century  ago,  by  a  one-horse 
car  taking  two  and  a-half  hours  to  make 
the  journey,  although  there  is  direct 
communication  between  both  towns  by 
rail  which  could  be  accomplished  In 
twenty  minutes  ;  is  it  also  a  fact  that  by 
this  arrangement  the  towns  of  Arva, 
Eilleshandra,  Ballynagh,  and  Carri- 
gallen  have  to  post  their  evening  letters 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  from  three  to 
half-past  three  o'clock  p.m.,  several 
other  minor  offices  in  the  district  being 
also  equally  inconvenienced ;  whether, 
within  the  past  two  years,  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  Cavan,  and  represen- 
tative meetings  of  merchants,  traders, 
bankers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
different  towns  mentioned,  have  not 
by  memorials  pointed  out  this  great 
grievance  more  than  once  to  nim, 
and  requested  a  remedy ;  hia  rephr 
being,  in  one  case,  that  the  Kail- 
way  Company  for  this  short  journey 
claimed  an  exorbitant  price  ;  and  in  the 
other,  that  the  matter  "  would  have  at- 
tention ; "  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  a 
train  arrives  from  Dublin  and  the  west 
at  eight  p.m.  each  evening,  by  which 
passengers  cannot  proceed  further  be- 
cause of  the  breach  in  the  service  at  this 
point ;  and,  whether  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  compel  the  Gbeftt 
Northern  Eailway  Company  to  supply 
this  great  public  service  by  running  a 
train  from  Cavan  at  a  quarter-past 
eight  p.m.,  for  mails  and  passengers,  at 
a  reasonable  price,  in  connection  with 
the  arrival  of  the  Midland  Great  Weitem 
train  each  evening,  there  being  no  diffi« 
cnlty  in  arranging  for  the  return  morn- 
ing service,  a  train  being  already  run- 
ning, which,  by  a  slight  attention  to 
time,  can  be  utilized  for  this  pur- 
pose? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  It  is  the  fact  that 
the  night  mail  between  Cavan  and  Clones 
is  conveyed  by  cars,  there  being  no 
existing  trains  at  hours  suitable  for  the 
mail  service.  I  will  have  further  inquiry 
made  as  to  the  possibility  of  coming  to 
some  arrangement  with  the  Bailway 
Company ;  but  imless  the  trains  could 
be  utilized  for  ordinary  traffic  I  fear  the 
cost  of  running  them  specially  for 
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mails  would  be  greatw  than  the  corre- 
Bpondence  for  the  ^strict  affected  would 
warrant. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  LETTER 
CARRIER  BETWEEN  BALLTOONNELL 
AND  DERRYLIN. 

Kb.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  few 
months  ago  a  person  named  M*MuIlen, 
who  acted  as  letter-carrier  between 
Ballyoonnell  and  Derrylin,  committed 
several  breaches  of  trust  in  opening  let- 
ters containing;  cheques,  coin,  etc. ;  whe- 
ther, since  M'MuIlen  absconded,  a  per- 
son named  M'Garvey  has  for  three 
months  performed  the  duties ;  whether 
there  was  anj  cause  of  complaint 
against  M'Garvey;  and,  whether  it  is 
now  proposed  to  give  the  appointment 
to  a  brother  of  the  former  mployi 
M'MuUen? 

Mb.  FAWCETT:  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member's  Question,  I  beg  to  say 
that  Geoi^e  M'Mnllen,  the  postman  re- 
ferred to,  was  employed  imder  an  allow- 
ance to  the  sob-postmaster  of  Bally- 
oonnell  to  provide  for  the  work,  and  that 
his  eervices  were  dispensed  with  in  con- 
sequence of  his  not  performing  it  satis- 
factorily. The  suspicion  which  had  pre- 
viously fallen  on  M'MuIlen  of  tampering 
with  letters  was  not  the  cause  of  his 
losing  his  situation.  M'Garvey  has 
been  employed  by  the  sub-postmaster  aa 
a  temporary  arrangement  only,  pending 
the  appointment  of  a  permanent  post- 
man in  M'MuUen's  place.  William 
M'Midlen,  who  has  been  nomioated 
and  who  is  about  to  be  appointed,  was 
strongly  recommended.  So  far  aa  I  am 
able  to  ascertain  he  bears  a  very  good 
character,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
fewt  of  his  brother's  performing  his  work 
nnaatisfactorily  ought  to  stand  in  his 
way. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  from 
Mr.  BiooAB, 

Mb.  FAWCETT  said,  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  two  brothers  had 
lived  in  the  same  house  ;  but,  in  oonse- 
qaenee  (d  the  misconduct  of  one  brother, 
he  made  special  inquiries  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  younger  brother,  and  people 
in  the  neighbonrbood  informed  him 
thete  was  nothing  whatever  against  his 
eonduot. 


ABUT  {AUXILIARY  FORCES}— 
MILITIA  OFFICERS. 

Sib  FEEDEEICK  MILNER  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whe- 
ther it  is  a  fact  that  there  are  792  vacan- 
cies for  Officers  in  the  Militia,  and  that 
some  Begiments  want  more  than  half 
their  establishment  of  Officers ;  and, 
whether,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
rule  will  be  enforced  by  which  Officers 
are  retired  under  the  age  clause,  par- 
ticularly in  Begiments  where  the  forced 
retirement  of  Officers  would  cause  an- 
other vacancy  ? 

The  Marquess  op  HABTINQTON: 
The  actual  vacancies  for  officers  of 
Militia  amount  to  795 ;  and  in  11  regi- 
ments the  vacancies  amount  to  half  the 
number  of  officers.  As  regards  the  forced 
retirement  of  Militia  officers,  I  can  only 
repeat  the  answer  I  gave  on  the  16th 
June  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Clare  (Mr. 
O'Shea)— 

"  Under  the  Regulations  now  in  force  liea- 
tenaut-colonels  retire  at  6S,  maioia  and  cap- 
tains at  50  years  of  age ;  but  in  all  cases  offloan 
are  psmitted,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Ueneral  Officer  commanding,  to  serve  fire  yean 
longer.  Having  regard  to  ^e  efficiency  of  the 
aeryice  and  the  maintenance  of  a  fair  flow  <^ 
promotion,  it  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be 
desirable  to  suspend  theao  Regulations." 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  present  reason 
for  chaogiDg  the  opinion  I  then  ex- 
pressed. This  serious  deficiency  is,  how- 
ever, under  the  consideration  of  the  De- 
partment, with  a  Tiew  to  the  suggestion 
of  some  remedy  if  possible. 

Sib  FREDEEICK  MILNER  asked 
whether  it  was  worth  while  to  spend  so 
much  money  on  the  Militia  if  they  were 
not  to  be  maintained  in  an  efficient 
state? 

[Noreply.] 

IiAW  AND  POLICE-AEMED  BURGLARS, 

Sib  FEEDEEICK  MILNEE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
dastardly  outrages  recently  committed 
by  armed  burglars,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  immediately  introducing 
a  short  Bill,  giving  the  Judges  power, 
on  conviction,  in  all  cases  where  wea- 
pons, dangerous  or  destructive  to  human 
life  have  been  used,  or,  (if  thought  ad- 
viaable)  where  they  have  been  found  on 
the  person  of  the  burglar,  to  order 
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flo9ffi°ff>  ill  addition  to  tite  punishment 
already  provided ;  and,  whether  the 
punishment  of  flogging  has  been  found 
to  have  a  most  saintly  and  deterrent 
effect,  in  oases  of  garotting  and  robbery 
with  violence  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HABOOURT :  Sir, 
this  is  a  matter  which  has  often  been 
considered,  and  a  great  deal  is  to  be 
said  on  both  sides ;  but  I  would  rather 
not  commit  myself  to  an  opinion  in  the 
negative.  Certainly,  the  laist  time  when 
it  was  proposed  to  extend  to  various 
offences  the  punishment  of  flogging, 
the  opinioaof  Farliament  was  demdedfy 
adverse. 

OIBBALTAR  AND  SPAIN— EXPULSION 
OF  BPANIBa  SUBJECTS. 

Mb.  WOBEHOnSE  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  the  statement  reported  to  have 
been  made  by  the  Spanish  Home  Minis- 
ter, in  the  Spanish  Senate,  that  5,000 
Spaniards  had  been  expelled  ttom  Gib- 
raltar in  retaliation  for  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Squish  Government  to 
prevent  an  inrasioa  of  cholera,  is  cor- 
rect? 

Me.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  No,  Sir; 
the  action  taken  by  the  Gibraltar  Go- 
vernment was  in  nowise  one  of  retalia- 
tion, but  one  of  necessity.  There  would 
have  been,  and  is,  no  objection  to  admit 
the  Spaniards  as  usual,  did  the  Spanish 
OovernmeDt  allow  them  to  return  eaoh 
night  to  Linea.  This,  however,  the 
Spanish  oflScnals  will  not  allow.  The^ 
have,  therefore,  been  kept  out,  as,  if 
once  admitted,  they  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  return  to  Spanish  territory,  and 
the  Government  of  Gibraltar  would  be 
compelled  to  lodge,  feed,  and  employ 
these  aliens,  and  in  the  event  of  a  visita- 
tion of  cholera  would  find  the  city,  which 
IS  already  crowded,  saddled  with  the  ad- 
dition of  thousands  of  Spanish  subjects. 

LAW  AND  JU8TiaB,(ENGrAND  AND 
WALES)— ISLE  OP  WIGHT 
PETTY  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  AENOLD  MOELET  (for  Mr. 
Sebly)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  a  paragraph 
in  the  JBamp$hir0  Jnd$p*ndmt  of  the  16th 
instant,  which  states  that,  on  the  pre- 
ceding Saturday,  the  whole  business  of 
the  iUle  of  Wight  Petty  Sessions  was 

Sir  Frtderick  MiiMr 


brought  to  a  standstill,  and  great  incon- 
venience thereby  sustained  by  the  re- 
fusal of  two  magistrates  to  take  their 
seats  on  the  Bench,  although  they  were 
within  the  building  at  tiie  time ;  and, 
whether,  if  this  allegation  is  true,  be 
will,  either  himself  or  through  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  convey  to  these  gentlemen 
bis  disapproval  of  their  conduct  ? 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOUET :  Before 
I  take  any  official  action,  I  ^ould  have 
more  authentic  infbrmatUm  of  the  matter 
than  is  contained  in  a  newspaper  para- 
graph. When  the  oiroumstuioea  are 
brought  before  me,  then  I  shall  see 
what  should  be  done. 

EGYPT— THE  CONFEEENOB. 

Sir  H.  DRUMMOND  WOLFF  asked 
the  Prime  Minister,  Whether  the  labours 
of  the  Conference  had  arrived  at  such  a 
point  that  he  could  inform  the  House 
whether  application  was  likely  to  be 
made  to  Parliament  to  sanction  any 
official  arrangemoit? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  No,  Sir;  loan- 
not  give  any  information  at  present. 
The  Conference  met  to-day,  and  meets 
again  on  Monday.  I  cannot  say  posi- 
tively, but  I  am  not  without  hope,  that 
after  that  meeting  on  Monday  I  may  be 
able  to  give  more  definite  information 
on  the  subject. 

ABTSSINIA-THB  TBEAT5. 

Mb.  M'COAK  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
a  Question  as  to  the  non-appearance  of 
the  Abyssinian  Treaty.  The  other  docu- 
ments were  published  that  morning,  but 
the  actual  Treaty  wm  not.  When  would 
it  appear  ?   

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMATTBTCE, 
in  reply,  said,  he  believed  that  Paper 
would  be  distributed  in  the  course  of  the 
day. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (IRE- 
LAND)—MR.  J.  D.  ELLIOTT,  RATE 
OOLLECTOR  FOR  TUE  BLACKROCK 
TOWNSHIP  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  in  reference  to  the  debate 
which  took  place  in  Committee  of  Supply 
on  Tuesday  evening,  during  which  cer- 
tain pledges  were  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman,  If  he  can  now  inform 
the  House  whether  the  Local  Govern- 
ment B^tfd  have  arrived  at  any  deoi- 
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sion ;  and,  if  bo,  what  deoision,  as  to 
the  farther  employment  of  Bate  Colleotor 

£3Iiott? 

Mb.  TREVELTAN  :  Sir,  the  follow- 
ing letter  baa  been  received  by  the 
Under  Secretary  from  the  Blaokrock 
Town  Oommissioiiers : — 

'*Blacbock  Township,  Secretary's  Office, 
Town  Hall,  Bhckiock,  Jaly  28,  1884.— Sir,— 
In  re{dy  to  yonr  lettw  o£  the  13th  altuno,  I  am 
direeted  by  the  CommiBaicmen  o<  Blackroolc  to 
■tat«,  for  ihe  iaformation  of  Hia  Ezcelleocy  the 
Iiord  lieatenaDt,  that  the  reason  -which  led 
the  CommiBnonera  to  realise  the  seoarities  given 
by  Mr.  Elliott  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 
-waa  aa  followa Finding  tha  rates  muck  in 
aorear,  the  Commissionen  called  on  Ur.  Elliott 
for  an  explanation.  He  at  once  informed  them 
that  relying  opon  the  practice  which  had  existed 
ever  amoe  Blackrock  became  a  township — 
namely,  that  a  period  of  two  yean  waa  allowed 
to  the  collector  for  the  collection  of  the  rates, 
lie  had  retained  in  his  hands  money  belonging 
to  the  Coarniisaioners  which  he  had  collected 
and  waa  then  anable  to  pay  them  in  cash.  He 
made  a  foil  discloauro  of  the  suns  so  retained, 
and  handed  over  to  the  Commisaoners  house 
property,  which  they  have  reason  to  believe 
-wil^  tc^ether  with  Uie  aecuritiea  referred  to, 
cover  the  amount,  and  they  obtained  from  him 
additiooal  securitiee  to  replace  those  realized, 
and  toprovideforhis  punctuality  in  future.  lam 
directed  to  add  that  the  Commissioners  have,  of 
conrae,  altered  this  vicious  system  of  collection 
which  lod  to  these  irr^ularities. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  M. 
POHTBl^  Secreta^.  To  the  Bight  Hon.  Q.  O. 
Trevelyan,  U.P.,  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland." 

The  Irish  Qovernment  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  Mr.  Elliott  ought  to  be  re- 
moved from  his  office.  This  can  be  done 
at  once  by  isauiog  a  Sealed  Order, 
under  the  33rd  aection  of  the  I  &  2 
Viet.,  0.  66  ;  but  the  Board  of  Guardians 
might  complain  of  such  a  mode  of  deal- 
ing with  one  of  their  officers  without 
communicating  first  with  them.  The 
Board  of  Guardians  will  accordingly  be 
requested  at  their  next  meeting  to  call 
upon  Elliott  to  resign,  and  to  inform 
him  that  the  Ix>cal  Goremmont  Board 
has  determined  not  to  allow  him  to  re- 
tain a  position  of  trust  in  the  Poor  Law, 
and  that  th^  will  be  prepared,  under 
the  section  abore  referred  to,  to  remove 
him  if  he  does  not  resign.  I  am  sorry 
to  make  what  would  otherwise  be  a  pre- 
mature statement ;  but  considering  that 
the  Blackrock  Town  Commiseioners  have 
practioaUy  reiiwned  from  answering  our 
fetter  fi-om  the  13th  June  to  the  23rd 
Jt^,  and  then  only  did  it  under  pres- 
sttre,  I  sJioold  hardly  be  justified  in 
takiqg  any  other  course,  ana  therelbre 


I  think  Parliament  is  entitled  to  hear, 
at  the  earliest  moment,  our  dedsion. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (CORRUPT 
AND  ILLEGAL  PRACTICES) 
BILL. 

Mb.  GLA.DSTOMB:  I  wish  to  state, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Hoase,  that 
we  are  desirous  of  going  forward  with 

the  Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and 
Illegal  Practices)  Bill;  and  I  shall 
therefore  ask  the  Bouse  to  go  out  of 
Committee  soon  after  half'past  11  this 

evening. 

Mb.  GRA.Y :  I  beg  to  ask  the  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman,  whether  it  is  still  in- 
tended to  proceed  with  the  Medical  Act 
Amendment  Bill  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  state  that  to-morrow. 

SikSTAFFOEDNOBXHOOTE: 
The  Bill  is  down  for  Monday. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  Tes;  but  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  state  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  regarding  it  to-morrow. 

ORDMRS  OF  TBS  DAY. 

ULSTER  CANAL  AND  TYRONE  NAVI- 
GATION BILL.— [Bnj, 
{Ur.  Givrtmey,  Mr.  Strb&rt  OMttttu.) 
BILL  BBFBBSXD   TO    SBLBOT  OOMHITTBB. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  ho  had  to  in- 
form the  House  that  he  had  two  altera- 
tions to  make  in  reference  to  this  Bill. 
The  first  was  simply  a  Resolution, 
authorizing  the  insertion  of  money 
clauses.  That  was  a  matter  of  course. 
The  other  matter  was — it  had  been 
found  that  the  Bill  must  be  referred  to 
a  mixed  Committee— three  Members  to 
be  nominated  by  the  House,  and  two  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection.  He  should, 
therefore,  propose  to  discharge  the  Order 
for  Committee  on  next  Monday,  and 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  this  Hybrid 
Committee.  It  would  not  prejudice  the 
important  provision  asked  for  by  the 
hon.  MemDer  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy) — prohibiting  the  sale  of  the 
Canal  to  any  Railway  Company — as  to 
which  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  arrange 
satisfactorily. 

Mb.  healy  asked  if  the  hon.  Gen. 
tleman  would  give  any  assurance  as  to 
who  the  Members  of  the  Oommittee 
would  be,  or  would  this  proposal  in  any 
way  withdraw  from  the  House  the  power 
ofAmendnwntf  ^  t 
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Mb.  GOUBTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
vhen  the  Bill  had  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  it  woald  be  competent 
for  the  House  to  recommit  it.  Ae  the 
number  of  the  Oommittee  was  bo  small, 
no  assurance  could  be  given  as  to  who 
the  Members  would  be. 

Order  for  Oommittee  upon  Monday 
next  read,  and  discharged. 

Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee 
Five  Members,  Three  to  be  nominated 
by  the  House  and  Two  by  the  Oommit- 
tee of  Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bm 
presented  two  clear  days  before  Uie  meeting 
of  the  Committee  be  referred  to  the  Committee; 
that  the  Fetitioaers  preying  to  be  beard  by 
themselres,  their  Counael,  or  Agents,  be  heard 
against  the  BUI,  and  ConnBel  heard  in  support 
of  the  Bill :— Power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
■ndreowda;  Three  to  be  the  quomm. 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERTIOE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — comiiered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Oommittee.) 

OzABS  m.— Law  and  Justzob. 

(1.)  £105,764,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Criminal  Prosecutions,  Sherifis'  Ex- 
penses, &c. 

Mb.  WEST  said,  he  wished  to  call 
attention  to  a  matter  which  properly 
arose  under  this  Vote.  In  the  first  ^ace, 
he  thought  there  ought  to  be  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  amount  the  Vote,  seeing 
that  there  had  been  a  conriderable  dimi- 
nution of  crime  in  the  country  during 
the  last  few  years ;  and  he  thought,  if 
certain  steps  were  taken,  which  he  in- 
tended to  point  out,  the  amount  of  the 
Vote  might  be  still  further  reduced.  The 
Committee  would  be  aware  that,  in  ac* 
cordance  with  the  recent  decision  which 
they  had  oome  to  among  themselves,  the 
Judges  now  thought  it  their  duty,  when 
on  CHrcuit,  to  deliver  the  gaols  of  all  the 
Sessions'  prisoners  who  might  be  in 

5rieon  at  the  time  they  went  on  Circuit, 
he  operation  of  that  rule  bad,  no  doubt, 
Tety  considerably  increased  the  expense 
to  which  the  country  was  put  in  connec- 
tion with  criminal  prosecutions ;  and  he 
woiUd  ask  his  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasuty  (Mr.  Courtney)  to 
state,  if  he  was  able  to  do  so,  what  the 
ditFereooe  was  in  the  arerage  charge 
of  cases  tried  at  the  AssiEes  as  oom- 
pared  with  those  tried  at  Sessions.  The 
way  in  which  the  new  rule  operated 


was  this.  When  a  Judge  went  into  an 
Assize  town  —  and  he  might  mention 
Manchester,  beoanse,  as  hon.  Members 
knew,  he  was  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  that  city,  and, 
therefore,  was  acquainted  with  what  oc- 
curred there,  although  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  same  thing  occurred  in  other 
towns— when  a  Judge  went  into  Man- 
chester, whether  the  number  of  prisoners 
in  gaol  was  large  or  small,  he  had  to 
try  them  all,  and  the  practice  involred 
a  considerably  increased  charge  under 
the  present  rale,  althongh  he  was  not 
aware  what  the  actual  increase  of  ex- 
pense ma.  His  opinion,  however,  was 
that  the  cost  of  the  trial  of  prisoners  at 
Assizes  was  almost  double  tiie  cost  of 
trial  at  SessiimB.  It  was  obvious  that 
it  must  be  so.  The  Assize  fees  were 
heavier  than  those  at  Sessions,  and 
the  witnesses,  both  for  and  against 
the  prisoners,  were  engaged  for  a 
much  longer  time.  There  was  another 
matter  which  he  thought  deserved  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  and  it  was 
this — even  the  innovation  to  which  he 
objected  did  not  involve  alone  an  in- 
creased expense  to  the  Imperial  Exche- 
quer, but  it  also  inflicted  a  very  great 
hardship  upon  prisoners.  He  would 
give,  as  an  illastration,  a  case  which  oc- 
curred the  other  day,  and  which  hap- 
pened over  and  over  again.  By  the 
practice  which  the  Judges  adopted  of 
trying  all  these  prisoners  at  the  Assizes, 
accompanied  by  the  power  they  pos- 
sessed of  trying  them  at  a  central  sta- 
tion, prisoners  were  frequently  taken 
from  very  long  distances  to  the  Assize 
towns,  and  it  was  often  very  difficult 
for  them  to  bring  up  their  witnesses. 
The  other  day,  under  this  arrangement, 
a  prisoner  was  sent  from  Barrow-iu- 
Fumess  all  the  way  to  Manchester  to  be 
tried.  It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  West) 
that  it  was  a  very  great  hardship  upon 
the  prisoner,  even  if  he  were  guilty — for 
he  was  only  a  boy,  and  sentenced  to  a  few 
days*  imprisonment — to  be  tried  in  an- 
other and  a  distinct  Division  of  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  after  having  been 
sent,  on  a  charge  of  committing  some 
trifling  offence,  ^l  the  way  from  Barrow- 
in-Furness  to  Manchester,  a  distance  of 
more  than  70  miles.  If  he  wished  to 
call  witnesses,  how  could  he  bring  them 
up,  when  they  might  have  to  remain  in 
Manchester  for  a  week  10  da^  before 
the  teial  oame  off  ?  These  were  diffiotU* 
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ties  which  arose  from  the  new  practice 
whioh  had  been  adopted  by  the  Judges. 
He  was  not  complaining  of  the  Judges 
at  all,  nor  would  he  say  that,  under  the 
{ffeeent  systena  of  administering  the  law, 
they  were  not  right  in  what  they  did. 
Bat  the  evil  of  which  he  complained  was 
a  great  one ;  and  he  could  not  help 
fttinlriTig  that  the  OoTemment  and  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  look  into 
the  matter,  and  devise  some  remedy  for 
a  state  of  things  that  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  continue.  The  graitlemen 
serving  upon  the  jury  were  also  com- 
l^ning  of  the  fact  liiat  iSie  daty  of  try- 
ing BOoh  offences  was  thrown  upon  them ; 
and  that  was  not  all.  The  Judges  them- 
selves  who  had  adopted  this  new  practice 
were  frequently  found  making  public 
declarations  that  a  great  hardship  was 
thrown  upon  them  when  they  were 
oalled  upon  to  try  such  cases.  He, 
therefore,  could  not  help  thinking  that 
some  remedy  ought  to  be  considered 
and,  if  possible,  adopted ;  for,  as  the 
matter  went  on,  it  would  become  more 
and  more  important.  It  was  known 
that  the  Judges  had  lately  entered  into 
a  bargain  with  the  Treasury  as  to  the 
scale  u]pon  which  they  were  to  be  paid 
tiieir  Circuit  expenses.  What  that  bar- 
gain was  he  did  not  know ;  but  he  hoped 
to  hear  something  aboat  it  in  the  die- 
Guseion  of  the  present  Tote.  If  the 
newspapers  were  right,  the  pubUc  were 

S'  ren  to  understand  that  the  expenses  of 
e  Jod^  during  the  time  they  were 
on  Circuit  were  to  be  paid  by  the  day. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  tendency  of  that 
arrangement  would  be  to  throw  a  good 
deal  of  unnecessary  work  upon  the 
Judges.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Chairmen  of  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  or  the  Recorders  would  shirk 
their  own  part  of  the  duty;  but  where 
tiiere  were  a  body  of  men  paid  for  the 
discharge  of  certain  duties,  and  another 
body  either  not  paid  at  all,  or  at  a  very 
diminished  rate,  somehow  or  other  the 
paid  body  Tory  generally  got  a  larger 
share  of  the  work  than  the  unpaid  body. 
Whether  that  would  be  the  result  in 
this  case  he  waa  unable  to  say;  but 
SBoh  a  sdieme  would  tend  towards  an 
increase  of  the  duties  of  the  Judges; 
and  on  the  part  of  the  Chairmen  of 
the  Conzts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and 
the  Bacordsn  there  would  be  no  in- 
disposhioa  to  allow  the  Judges  to  do  a 
Uttte  more  of  the  work,  so  that  those 


who  were  not  quite  so  well  paid  for  it 
might  do  a  little  less.  He  hoped  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury would  be  able  to  tell  the  Committee 
what  was  the  difference  in  the  average 
cost  of  trying  cases  at  the  Sessions  and 
at  the  Assizes.  He  further  trusted  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  would  be 
able  to  hold  out  some  hope  tliat  a  remedy 
would  be  applied  to  this  undoubted  evil, 
both  in  regard  to  the  juries,  tiie  public, 
and  the  Judges  themselves. 

Mb.  COUBTNKY  said,  he  would 
leave  it  to  his  hon.  and  leanied  Friend 
the  Attorney  General  to  reply  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  West)  u^n 
the  legal  aspect  of  the  case,  while  he  him- 
self (Mr.  Coortney)  would  only  deal  with 
the  financial  part  of  it;  and  he  was 
afraid  that,  even  upon  that  point,  he 
was  able  to  give  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  very  little  information.  The 
present  system  had  only  been  in  opera- 
tion for  little  more  than  a-year ;  and, 
consequently,  there  was  not  much  ex- 
perience to  go  upon.  Further  experi- 
ence, therefore,  was  needed,  in  order  to 
ascertain  how  it  would  work.  The  only 
way  in  which  the  financial  effect  could 
be  ascertained  would  be  by  comparison 
with  the  relative  number  of  prisoners 
tried  at  the  Sessiras  and  at  the  Assizes, 
and  then  oomparing  the  average  cost  at 
the  Sessions  with  what  the  cost  of  trying 
prisoners  at  the  Assises  was,  together 
with  the  length  of  the  sittings. 

Mb.  west  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
trouble  his  hon.  Friend  with  the  average 
expense  ;  but  what  he  would  like  to 
get  at  was  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  trials  at  the  SesaionB  and  at  the 

Mb.  COXJBTNEYsaid,  he  was  afraid 
he  was  not  in  possession  of  the  figures 
which  his  hon.  Friend  asked  for.  The 
actual  cost  of  trials  might  depend  very 
much  upon  various  circumstances.  For 
instance,  there  was  the  case,  to  which 
his  hon.  Friend  had  referred,  in  which 
a  prisoner  had  been  sent  from  Barrow- 
in-Furness  for  trial  in  Manchester.  It 
was  a  very  difficult  matter  to  ascertain 
the  cost  of  a  trial,  seeing  that  a  pri- 
soner might  be  detained  at  the  Assizes 
for  a  miwh  longer  time  before  his  trial 
came  on  than  he  would  be  at  the  Sss- 
^ons.  He  would  endeavour  to  ascertain 
whether  any  calculation  of  this  hind 
could  be  made, 
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Thh  ATTOBNKT  general  (Sir 
Hehby  Jaubb)  Baid,  he  could  only  state, 
in  rofarence  to  the  legal  porticn  of  the 
matter,  that,  as  £u  as  he  was  penimally 
oonoerned,  he  was  in  favour  of  remitting 
tiie  bial  of  all  smaller  classes  of  offenees 
to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  thej  should  not  be 
tried  there,  instead  of  being  sent  to  the 
Assizes.  It  was  most  important,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  expense,  but  in 
consideration  of  the  other  important 
functions  the  Judges  had  to  perform, 
that  their  time  should  not  be  unneces- 
sarilj  wasted  in  the  trial  of  trivial 
offences  on  Circuit.  At  present  there 
were  four  Assizes,  instead  of  the  two 
they  had  formerly ;  and  if  the  trials  at 
the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  took 
place  immediately  before  the  trials  at 
the  Assises,  the  duties  of  the  Judges 
might  he  ri^ered.  If  that  were  not  so, 
prisoners  might  be  left  over  for  trial 
for  a  considerable  period. 

Snt  B.  ASSHETON  OBOSS  said,  he 
thought  the  suggestion  was  worth  oon- 
Bideration  whether,  if  there  were  four 
Assizes  in  the  year,  as  he  hoped  there 
always  would  be  now,  the  holding  of 
the  Quarter  Sessions  just  before  the 
Assizes  might  not  be  important  in  order 
to  prevent  what  was  little  short  of  a 
scandal  under  the  present  arrangement  ? 
No  doubt,  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
Judges  to  leave  prisoners  in  gaol  await- 
ing trial  for  a  long  period  ;  and  at  pre- 
sent it  was  necessary,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  that  the  Judges  should  effect  an 
entire  clearance  of  the  gaols  as  iar  as 
possible ;  but  if  the  Sessions  were  going 
to  be  held  very  shortly  after  the  Auizes, 
would  it  be  absolutely  necessary,  as  it 
was  under  the  present  terms  of  the 
Commission,  to  effect  an  entire  delivei^ 
of  prisoners  from  the  gaols  ?  Was  it 
not  possible  to  'alter  ute  terms  of  the 
Oommiseion,  and  thus  get  rid  of  the 
evil? 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt  JjJKEs)  said,  it  was  a  moot  poiot 
whether  it  was  absolutely  necessary  or 
not  that  the  Judges  should  effect  an 
entire  clearance  of  the  gaols.  He 
thought  that  the  Judges  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  absolutely 
essential;  but  the  practice  had  been  to 
deliver  the  gaols,  and  leave  no  prisoner 
awaiting  trial. 

Sib  WALTEB  B.  BABTTBLOT  said, 
that  if  that  were  the  i^inion  of  the  lum. 


and  learned  Goitleman  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James),  he  would 
call  his  attention  to  what  happened  at 
the  Spring  Assizes  at  Lewes  this  year. 
A  cntain  Teamed  Judge  went  down  to 
deliver  the  gaoU  at  uie  Assizes,  and 
prisoners  were  sent  to  be  tried  both 
from  Bast  Sussex  and  West  Sussex.  But 
what  happened  ?  The  Judge  got  through 
a  certain  portion  of  his  work,  and  he 
then  stated  that  he  had  to  go  somewhere 
else,  and  all  the  prisoners  who  were  un* 
tried  had  to  be  token  book  to  gaol  with- 
out trial — a  thing  unheurd  of  before. 
From  his  neighbourhood  all  the  pri* 
soners  were  sent  to  Lewes,  and  the  wit* 
nesses  had,  of  course,  all  to  attend  there; 
and  the  cases  ought,  therefore,  to  have 
been  disposed  of  at  once.  He  did  not- 
blame  the  learned  Judge,  because  he 
had  no  doubt  that  he  was  obliged  to  go 
somewhere  else ;  bat  the  fact  remained 
that  the  gaols  were  not  delivered,  the 
cases  were  not  tried,  and  the  pristmas 
had  to  be  taken  back  to  Lewes  again 
some  one  or  two  months  later.  He 
thought  it  a  circumstance  which  ought 
not  to  have  happened ;  and,  therefore, 
he  had  called  attention  to  it. 

The  SOLICITOB  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Fasser  Hekscheu.)  said,  he  entir^ 
agreed  with  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
opposite  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  that  it 
was  most  undesirable — and  he  might  ev^ 
use  a  stronger  expresHon  than  that — 
that  the  trial  of  prisoners  should  have 
been  delayed  in  tike  manner  described. 
He  hoped  the  recent  arrangements 
would  prevent  sooh  an  ocourrence  in 
future.  The  new  arrangement  pre- 
scribed that  if  there  happened  to  be 
more  work  in  a  partiouMr  town  than 
was  expected,  or  more  than  the  Judge 
could  satisfaotorily  get  through  in  the 
time  fixed  for  holding  the  Assizes, 
anothw  Judge  should  be  sent  down  to 
his  assistance  from  London  in  order  te 
secure  that  the  whole  of  the  work  should 
be  got  through. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  said,  the  recent 
arrangement,  as  they  were  told  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Henry  James),  did  not  touch  the  griev- 
ances of  the  Judge's  time  being  occupied 
in  trying  Court  of  Quarter  Session  cases. 
A  scandal  occurred  at  Wolverhampton 
some  years  ago  in  consequence  of  a 
Judge  considering  it  his  duty  to  dear 
the  gaols.  In  stone  of  the  oases  the 
parties  vere  not  ready  to  proceed 
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vittttheprosecutiixi;  and,  therefore,  the 
Judge  diicharged  alt  the  prisoners,  and 
let  them  loose  upon  society.  He  had 
in  hie  possesuon  a  letter  from  the  late 
Lord  CSiief  Justice  Oockbnm,  in  which 
that  learned  Judge  stated  that  in  hi» 
opinion,  when  prisoners  were  sent  for 
trial  to  the  Oonrt  of  Quarter  Session, 
it  was  not  the  dutj  of  the  Judge  of  As- 
sise to  deliver  the  gaols.  The  remedy 
he  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  would  suggest 
was  that  the  prisonerscommitted  for  trial 
to  Quarter  Sessions  should  only  be  tried 
at  Quarter  Sessions,  and  that  it  should 
not  be  imperatiTe  on  the  Judges  to 
interfere  in  any  way  whaterer.  He 
Toold  ask  whether  the  Oommisnon 
ooold  not  be  altered  so  as  to  set  the 
qnestion  at  rest  ?  Q^e  Oommisaion  was 
altered  onoe,  and  altered  so  as  to  remove 
the  difficulty ;  but,  sabsequently,  on 
account  of  some  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  Judges,  it  was  altered  back 
again  to  the  old  form,  thus  bringing 
about  the  same  difficulty  and  expense. 

Mb.  west  said,  that  the  difficulty 
just  alluded  to  by  hts  hou.  Friend  the 
Member  for  "Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  reminded  him  (Mr.  West) 
that  before  the  Judicature  Act  was 
passed  the  Commission  issued  for  the 
ooanty  of  Lancaster  was  in  a  different 
i!ntB  from  that  issued  for  the  other 
oonnties  in  the  country.  It  was  issued 
in  such  form  that  the  Judges  were  not 
nqmred  to  delivw  the  gaols.  He  might 
oaU  to  tiie  attention  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  iViend  tlie  Attorney  Qeneral  a 
chcumstance  ^riiich  had  happened  within 
his  own  knowledge.  Within  the  last 
year  an  Assiis  had  been  put  off  because 
ti^e  Sessions  had  been  fixed  for  two  days 
after  the  date  proposed  for  the  Assizes ; 
and  if  the  Assizes  had  been  h^d  on  the 
proposed  day,  the  Judges  would  have 
had  to  hare  tried  all  the  Sessions'  pri- 
soners. 

esNSKAx  Sm  GEOBGE  BALFOUR 
asked  for  information  in  reference  to  the 
examination  of  the  accounts  under  this 
Tote  before  theComptroller  and  Account- 
ant General. 

Mn.  COURTNEY  said,  it  was  impos- 
idble  for  the  Treasury  to  enter  into  a  de- 
tailed examination  of  the  accounts  which 
vera  sent  in  by  the  local  authorities, 
when  payment  td  the  expenses  aetnally 
iMomd  was  ordered. 

Ommui.  &K  GEOBGE- BALFOUB 
■aid,  he  knew  i^Mt  peifeoUy  well ;  but 


he  wanted  to  know  how  the  various 
charges  in  the  aooounis  were  examined, 
and  by  whom  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  could  only 
state  that  the  gross  amount  paid  over  to 
the  local  authorities  would  be  about 
£150,000. 

Vote  agr49(t  to. 

(2.)  £289.822,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. . 

Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  that 
he  was  himself  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  proposal  for  continuous  sittings,  and 
he  also  agreed  with  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  Jeremy  Bentham — and  he  was 
glad  to  see  a  stHHig  disciple  of  Bentham 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  in  the  person  of 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Finamual  Secretary 
(Mr.  Courtney) — that  alaw  tax— that  was 
an  undue  cost  of  law — was  the  worst  of 
all  forms  of  taxation.  He  did  not 
propose  to  move  the  Amendment  for 
the  reduction  of  this  Vote  which  stood 
in  his  name ;  but  he  would  now  address 
himself  to  a  statement  recently  made  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  reply  to  a  depu- 
tation from  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  referring  to  the 
Chanowy  Court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, expressed  an  opinion  that  it  might 
be  possible  to  constitute  that  Court  a 
portion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judi- 
cature ;  but  that  a  material  element  in 
the  case  would  be  the  dispoeitioD,  on  the 
part  of  the  looali^,  to  find  tiie  neoessazy 
fbnds.  A  Beturn  moved  for  last  year 
had  been  woduoed,  eAiowing  the  surplus 
fees  of  the  Palatine  Court;  and  he 
would  ask  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  Genend  (Sir  Heniy  James) 
whether  he  could  say  what  the  position 
of  the  public  in  the  county  of  Lancaster 
was  in  regard  to  the  surplus  fees,  which 
amounted  to  about  £80,000  ?  The  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  reference  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  said  that  the  matter  was  going  to 
be  made  dear  by  a  new  Order  as  to  the 
process  of  trying  Admiralty  and  Chau- 
oery  cases  on  ^e  spot.  He  wished  to 
know  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Solicitor  General  or  the  Attor- 
ney General  could  ^ve  any  explanation 
of  that  new  Order,  and  what  would  be 
the  arrangements  after  it  was  issued  in 
refwence  to  the  Asuzes  held  at  Man- 
chester and  LiveipooL  beoause  the  Lord 
Chancellor  did  not  make  it  dear  whether, 
in  the  event  of  the  bnaness  not  being 
c(Knpleted,  for  instance,  at  MwacbMter, 
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the  Judge  would  return  from  Liverpool 
to  Manchester  in  order  to  deal  with  the 
unfinished  business.  He  understood 
that  morning  that  the  Judge  now  sitting 
at  Manchester  had  ordered  a  delay  of 
the  Oommissiou  for  Liverpool,  until  he 
had  completed  the  business  at  Man- 
chester. He  thought  that  was  a  per- 
fectly fair  arrangement,  and  he  had  no 
question  to  put  in  regard  to  it ;  but  he 
hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  would  be  able  to  give  acme  in- 
formation on  the  other  point. 

Thb  80U0IT0R  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farssb  Hessohell)  said,  he  was  un- 
able to  state  what  form  the  Order  vould 
take.  He  knew,  however,  that  it  was 
proposed  to  provide  for  the  hearing,  both 
at  Manohester  and  Liverpool,  of  Chan- 
cery cases  that  were  entered  for  trial 
locally,  and  the  Judges  would  go  to 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  to  try  Chan- 
cery cases  at  certain  stated  timea.  With 
regard  to  Admiralty  cases,  they  often 
involved  a  great  deal  of  expense ;  and  it 
was  frequently  found  that  tho  arrange- 
ments that  were  found  suitable  for  the 
hearing  of  Chancery  cases  were  not  at 
all  suitable  for  the  hearing  of  Admiralty 
cases,  inasmuch  as  it  was  desirable  to 
fix  a  day  for  the  latter  cases,  when  it 
vaa  possible  to  get  the  witnesses  to  at- 
tend. There  would  always  be  a  diffi- 
culty, therefore,  in  sending  anyone  down 
to  txy  Admiralty  cases  locally ;  and  he 
was  unable  to  say  how  it  was  proposed 
to  deal  with  them;  but,  as  regarded 
Chancery  cases,  it  was  proposed  ^at  the 
Jndms  should  go  botn  to  Manohester 
and  Xiverpool  in  order  to  to  try  them  in 
those  cities. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND  said,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Writ  Department  of  the 
Central  Office  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Last  year  a  complaint  was  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Rylande) 
that  the  number  of  clerks  in  this  De- 
partment was  too  large,  and  the  expense 
too  great,  for  the  work  that  had  to  be 
done  ;  and  he  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  was 
disposed  to  concur  in  that  view.  It  was 
then  stated,  in  reply,  that  new  arrange- 
ments were  to  be  made,  which  would 
tend  to  reduce  the  Staf^  at  all  events, 
the  expense  of  the  Department.  But 
he  observed  that  the  contrary  was  the 
case ;  for,  in  the  present  Estimate,  there 
was  an  increase  of  £494  in  respect  of 
the  fint  and  second  class  dorks,  and,  ad- 
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mitting  the  decrease  of  £200  in  respect 
of  the  third  class  clerks,  there  still  re- 
mained an  increase  of  £294  in  lieu  of 
the  promised  decrease.  He  desired  to 
know  the  reason  of  this  increase  ;  and 
whether  it  was  probable  that  the  new 
arrangements  would  soon  lead  to  a  de- 
crease ?  He  desired  to  put  another 
question  to  the  Government  in  respect 
of  this  Vote.  It  was  stated  last  year, 
during  a  discussion,  that  the  reason 
why  the  arrears  in  the  Chancery  Divi- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  were  so 
much  lai^er  than  in  the  Common  Law 
Division  was  that  the  buuness  was 
greater  because  the  scale  of  costs  in 
the  Chancery  Division  was  30  per  cent 
higher  than  in  the  Common  Law  Divi- 
sions, but  that  new  rules  were  being 
made,  or  to  be  made,  to  equalize  the 
scale  of  fees  in  all  the  Divisions.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  such  rules  had 
been  made ;  and  whether,  if  they  had 
been  made,  they  had  been  sufficiently 
long  in  operation  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  judge  whether  the  effect  of  thorn 
has  been  to  equalize  the  business  and 
arrears  in  the  Chancery  and  Common 
Law  Divisions  ? 

Mb.  R.  X.  BEID  said,  he  would  sug- 
gest that  Probate  and  Divorce  cases,  as 
well  as  Chancery  and  Admiralty  cases, 
might  be  tried  in  Lancashire,  and  also 
in  other  centres  throughout  the  country. 
It  was  notorious  to  those  who  were  familiar 
with  the  practice  of  the  Probate  and 
Divorce  Court  that  the  expenses  were 
very  heavy,  and  that  a  great  part  of 
them  were  incurred  by  reason  of  the 
large  number  of  witnesses  who  were 
brought  up  to  London  and  kept  in  at- 
tendance for  a  long  time.  If  they  were 
about  to  send  Judges  to  such  centres  as 
Lancashire,  to  try  Chancery  and  Ad- 
miralty cases,  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  extend  the  jurisdiction  to 
other  classes  of  cases.  If  it  was  de- 
sirable to  try  ChanceiT  and  Admiralty 
cases  at  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  there 
was  no  reason  why  Probate  and  Divorce 
cases  might  not  also  be  tried,  and  the 
expense  of  sending  witnesses  to  London 
saved ;  nor  did  he  see  why  the  number 
of  centres  should  not  be  increased,  and, 
for  example,  jurisdiction  given  to  try 
oases  at  Bristol,  Plymouth,  tmd  York. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  a  conuderable 
amount  of  economy  might  be  produced 
by  inoreasine  the  number  of  oentree 
Uiey  now  had. 
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Mb.  OBEGOBY  eoid,  that  in  regard 
to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  (Ur.  Arthur  Arnold),  he 
was  in  &TOur  of  trjing  cases  on  the 
spot,  and  of  allowing  the  Judges  to  sit 
until  all  the  cases  were  disposed  of, 
making  provision  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
they  should  be  tried  locally;  but,  al- 
though that  applied  to  Chancery  as 
well  as  OommoQ  Law  cases,  there  was 
very  considerable  doubt  whether  Ad- 
miralty cases  should  not  be  exempted 
from  the  general  rule  of  trying  cases 
locally.  Admiralty  cases  required  a 
special  jurisdiction.  There  were  very 
few  Judges  who  were  qualified  to  try 
Admiralty  cases,  and  there  were  only  a 
limited  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Bar  who  were  qualified  to  conduct  them. 
They  required  a  special  training,  and  a 
Bpecialknow ledge.  Therefore,  bethought 
the  Admiralty  jurisdiction  would  form 
an  exemption  to  the  general  role,  al- 
though he  admitted  that  facilities  should 
be  given  for  trying  Chancery  cases 
locally.  He  had  not  riseo,  however,  to 
make  a  comment  upon  that  question, 
but  upon  the  more  general  one  which 
was  involved  in  the  present  Vote.  The 
Vote  itself  was  one  of  very  considerable 
magnitude  and  of  great  importance ; 
and  what  he  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  was  the 
very  large  contributions  to  the  Vote 
which  were  received  from  the  suitors. 
He  thought  the  Oommittee  were  hardly 
aware  of  how  much  of  the  expense  fell 
upon  the  suitors.  It  would  be  found 
that  the  total  Vote  amounted  to 
£492,000  ;  and  if  hon.  Members  would 
look  at  the  foot-note  they  would  find 
that  no  less  a  snm  than  £409,000  was 
eotttributed  by  suitors  towards  that 
expenditure;  so  that,  practically,  the 
smtors  provided  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
expenditure  they  were  now  dealing  with. 
He  confessed  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  very  much  agreed  with  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  admioistration  of  justice 
was  a  matter  of  common  right  to  which 
everyone  was  entitled ;  and  it  was  hard 
enough  for  a  man  to  come  into  Court  to 
defend  his  rights,  without  being  sub- 
jected to  a  heavy  pecuniary  fine.  A 
suitor,  in  many  instances,  was  not  only 
fighting  his  own  cause,  but  was  very 
frequently  eogaeed  in  getting  a  general 
principle  of  law  laid  down  and  in  settling 
a  ease  for  the  public  advantage.  He 
was  a&aid  it  was  a  little  too  late  to  alter 
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Utepriniuple  vhicJi  guided  the  general 
admininistratifHL  of  the  country  now, 
because  for  many  years  past  the  suitors 
had  been  dealt  with  in  a  different  way ; 
but,  at  all  events,  he  had  a  right  to  ask, 
on  behalf  of  the  suitors,  that  ^ey  should 
not  be  subjected  to  any  further  burdens. 
He  called  attention  to  this  question  be- 
cause, very  recently,  a  very  considerable 
imposition  had  been  put  upon  the  suitors 
in  the  shape  of  the  increased  fees  they 
were  required  to  pay.  He  did  not  wish 
to  trouble  the  Committee  with  details  of 
the  figures.  A  Beturn  had  been  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  and  from 
that  Heturn  it  would  be  seen  that  it 
amounted  to  something  like  £30,000  or 
£40,000  a- year.  It  was  provided,  under 
the  new  Bules,  that  when  any  discovery 
was  required,  or  any  interrogatories 
made,  the  parties  requiring  the  informa- 
tion eiioula  be  bound  to  ^posit  £d  for 
costs.  He  had  protested  gainst  the 
Bule  on  more  than  one  occasion.  No 
doubt,  it  was  all  very  well  to  limit 
interrogatories  or  frivolous  applications ; 
but  be  thought  that  might  be  done  if 
proper  attention  were  paid  to  the  nature 
of  them,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the 
imposition  of  a  heavy  fine  upon  the 
suitor  was  the  proper  way  of  limiting 
such  applications.  It  was  found  that  for 
every  £o  deposited  there  was  an  average 
expenditure  of  £2  15*.  for  paying  in 
the  amount  and  obtaining  a  payment 
of  it  out  of  Court ;  so  that  every  suitor 
who  deposited  £5  for  a  discovery  or 
an  interrogatory,  had  to  pay  £50  per 
cent  of  that  amount  for  the  information 
he  rec^uired.  He  trusted  that  some 
alteration  would  be  made,  so  that  the 
practice  nught  be  got  rid  of  altogether. 
He  had  reason  to  think  that  it  was 
altogether  unnecessary.  With  regard 
to  the  alteration  of  the  fees  generally 
by  the  Commission  appointed  to  revise 
them,  their  principle  with  respect  to 
these  fees  had  been  to  place  all  of  them 
upon  what  was  called  tho  higher  scale. 
There  were  formerly  two  scales  of  fees, 
according  to  the  amount  involved — one 
in  regard  to  claims  under  £I,U0O,  and 
the  other  to  claims  above  that  amount. 
But  recently,  under  the  new  Bules,  all 
these  fees  had  been  levelled  up,  and  all 
of  them  assessed  upon  the  higher  scale. 
That,  however,  was  not  all,  because  fees 
ad  valorem  were  levied  on  sales  under 
this  Court ;  and  any  property  sold,  pur- 
chased, or  mortgaged  under  , 
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of  the  Oeuri  beoame  suhjeot  to  a  new 
imposition  of  this  nature.  He  hoped 
theee  matters  would  reomve  attention 
and  oorreotion,  and  he  protested  most 
eamestlj  against  any  additional  fees 
being  thrown  upon  the  sniUnrs.  He 
thought  they  were  already  sufEunently 
heavily  taxed  for  the  administration  of 
jostioe.  No  doubt,  the  Judges'  salaries 
were  thrown  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  the  suitors  were  not  called 
upon  to  pay  for  their  services ;  but,  as 
the  question  now  stood,  all  the  rest  of 
the  oost  was  thrown  upon  the  suitors. 
It  was  an  unduly  heavy  tax  upon  the 
adminiBtration  of  justice,  which  was  a 
oommon  interest,  and  ought  to  be  borne 
in  some  measure  by  the  community  at 
large.  He  did  not  see  why  the  accumu- 
lations of  the  fees  oootributed  by  suitors 
might  not  be  made  use  of  in  cheapening 
the  cost  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  he  hoped  to  have  some  assurance 
from  the  Iiaw  Officers  of  the  Orown  that 
the  matter  would  reoeive  attention.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  aooamolated 
fond  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  suitors  in  the  Oourt, 
which  would  put  an  end  to  a  consider- 
able amount  of  that  taxation  which,  at 
the  present  moment,  was  found  to  be 
extremely  onerous. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  he  would 
not  attempt  to  follow  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Salford  (Mr.  Arthur 
Ara<dd)  in  discussing  whether  Jeremy 
Bentham  was  right  or  wrong  in  regard 
to  imposing  the  oost  of  justice  upon  the 
countty.  A  good  deal  had  happened 
siooe  Bentham  wrote  upon  that  question, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  Committee 
would  be  prepared  to  accept  Bentham's 
Tiewa  on  many  questions,  and  especially 
in  reference  to  the  administration  of 

Ctioe.  He  thought  the  latter  part  of 
hon.  Friend's  speech  answered  the 
former  part  of  it.  He  did  not  see,  upon 
principle,  why  the  general  taxpayer 
■honld  pay  for  the  litigation  into  which 
other  people  entered.  Why  should  a 
man  who  wanted  a  divorce  get  it  for 
nothing,  and  throw  the  expense  upon 
the  public,  who  already  contributed 
something  towards  the  general  expense 
of  keeping  up  the  admin  in  istration  pro- 
Tided  by  the  Divorce  Court?  A  very 
large  sum  was  charged  upon  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  in  the  shape  of  salaries, 
which  did  not  fall  upon  the  suitors  at  all. 
Although  that  sum  did  not  appear  in 
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the  {vesent  Yote,  there  was  a  Memo- 
randum which  showed  what  it  was ;  so 
that  it  was  evident  the  fees  did  not 
balance  themselves  as  accurately  aa  Ui« 
hon.  Member  for  East  Sussex  (Mr. 
Gregory)  thought ;  and  he  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Foi»w)  was  not  prepared  to  urge  upon 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  the  propriety 
of  decreasing  the  fees.  He  had  great 
confidence,  however,  that  the  hon.  Q^n- 
tleman  would  not  decrease  them ;  and 
he  was  sure  that  if  he  attempted  to  im- 
pose the  burden  upon  the  taxpayers  he 
would  meet  with  a  strong,  vigorous,  and 
successful  opposition.  Much  of  the 
business  of  the  Courts  was  administra- 
tive, and  not  contentious,  and  it  was 
absurd  to  contend  that  the  persons  in- 
terested should  not  bear  the  burden. 
He  wwhed  to  ask  for  information  upon 
a  point  which  had  been  referred  to  bj 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland)— gamely,  tho 
staff  of  the  (Central  Court.  He  had  a 
letter  in  his  pooket  which  he  would  not 
trouble  the  Oommittee  by  reading ;  but 
if  the  statements  oontuned  in  it  were 
true,  it  was  quite  clear  tiiat  a  vigoroos 
investigation  was  required  into  the  whtde 
of  the  administration  of  the  Central 
Oourt.  He  had  understood  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General  to 
promise  last  year  that  such  an  investiga- 
tion should  take  place.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  had  hia 
attention  called  to  the  Return  which 
appeared  in  Th^  Tirnt^  almost  week  by 
week  in  reference  to  bills  of  sale.  Two 
years  before  the  Act  of  1 883  they  reached 
about  60.000  a-year.  That  Act  wae 
passed  under  the  recommendations  of  a 
Committee  over  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  GenUeman  the  Attorn^  General 
presided,  and  last  year  the  number  was 
reduced  from  60.000  to  11,000;  but  he 
did  not  see  that  there  had  been  any  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  the  Bills  of  Sale 
Office.  On  the  contrary,  he  found  it 
was  costing  just  as  much  now  there 
were  only  1 1,000  bills  of  sale  registered, 
as  it  did  when  there  were  60,000  to  re- 
gister. He  would  also  ask  what  con- 
trol there  existed  over  what  might  be 
called  the  inner  life  of  the  Courts  v/t 
Justice?  If  hon.  Members  turned  to 
Page  213  of  the  Estimates,  they  would 
find  that  there  was  an  extrardinary  staff 
<^  ushers,  messeagere,  porten,  alto- 
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gotfaer,  about  200  persona  were  engaged 
in  the  Courts  of  Justice,  oosting  the 
ooantry  nearly  £20,000  a-ye&r.  He  be< 
Keved  there  were  about  19  or  20  Cuurte. 
No  doubt  the  building  was  a  very  large 
one;  but  he  found  that  there  were  10 
ushers  and  meseengers  attached  to  the 
Central  Office;  21  to  the  ChanoeryDi- 
Tision ;  21  to  the  Queen's  Bench  Divi- 
non ;  29  to  the  Probate,  Divorce,  and 
Admiralty  Office ;  seven  to  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Department ;  while  the  sub-divi- 
sions  had  also  a  large  draft  of  their 
own.  Who  was  responsible  for  the  em- 
plf^ment  of  so  many  persons  about  the 
Courts  ?  Who  saw  that  they  discharged 
Hhtiv  supposed  duties?  Asd  who  oon- 
trolled  the  time  they  devoted  to  them  ? 
He  thought  the  whole  of  the  Central 
Oooxta  ought  to  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  some  Department  of  the  Oorem- 
ment — the  FirstOommissioner  of  Works, 
or  some  other  person,  who  should  be 
responsible  for  the  work  done  and  for 
tiie  salaries  paid.  It  was  also  desirable 
that  something  more  should  be  known 
ae  to  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Judica- 
ture Act,  which  had  now  been  in  force 
for  something  like  10  years,  and  for  the 
carrying  out  of  which  £500,000  had 
been  voted.  He  was  expressing  almost 
tike  anonimons  opinion  of  the  Legal  Fro- 
feaoion,  when  he  said  that  the  adminis* 
tration  of  justice  was  never  in  a  more 
unsatisfactory  state  than  it  was  at  pre- 
sent. In  fact,  they  were  in  a  perfect 
state  of  general  obaos.  What  was 
wanted  was  economical  justice,  and 
quiclc  justice ;  but  they  got  neither. 
Matters  were  getting  daily  worse  and 
worse ;  they  were  continually  trying 
fresh  experiments,  but  they  did  not  go 
to  the  matter  root  and  branch.  They 
were  always  trying  stop-gap  Acts  of  Par- 
liament—trying to  put  new  wine  into 
tAd  bottles,  with  the  result  that  the 
bottles  btirst  and  the  wine  was  wasted. 
That  had  been  the  course  pursued  dur- 
ing the  last  10  years.  There  was  no 
man  more  capable  or  more  competent 
than  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  General  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  and  if  he  would  deal  with  it 
in  tbe  same  manner  as  he  had  dealt 
with  corrupt  practices,  he  would  find 
that  the  House  of  Commons  were  pre- 
pared to  support  him.  He  was  quite 
aware  of  the  opposition  that  would  be 
xaised;  but  their  forefathers  had  sur- 
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mounted  the  opposition  of  Lord  Eldon 
and  those  who  agreed  with  him  in  those 
days,  and  he  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleman  would  receive  ge- 
neral support  now.  The  business  of 
Law  Reform  at  the  present  moment  was 
increasing  the  cost  of  law  and  delay- 
ing the  administration  of  justice. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hettkt  Jaues)  thanked  the  hon.  Mem. 
her  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  for  the  complimentary  way  in 
which  he  had  spoken  of  him ;  but  he 
could  not  quite  admit  that  the  present 
state  of  things  in  respect  of  le^  pro- 
cedure was  worse  than  it  had  erei 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  said,  his  re- 
mains applied  principally  to  ^la  Chan- 
cery Division. 

The  ATTORNET  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt.  Jakes)  said,  they  were  apt  to 
oonolude  that  things  never  oould  liave 
been  so  bad  as  they  found  them.  They 
were  apt  to  forget  evils  which  had  been 
got  rid  of;  and  he  imagined  that^if  they 
could  go  hack  to  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  under  Lord  Eldon's  rale 
in  the  Chancery  Courts,  and  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  justice  gene- 
rally, it  would  be  found  that  a  much 
greater  cause  of  complainst  existed  than 
could  be  found  now.  He  did  not  for 
one  moment  suggest  that  the  present 
system  was  by  any  means  perfect,  and 
that  there  were  not  considerable  causes 
of  complaint ;  but  his  hon.  Friend  would 
agree  with  him  that  chaogos  made  for 
the  sake  of  change  were  in  thems^ves  to 
be  avoided.  If  they  unsettled  procedure, 
or  unsettled  exbting  regulations,  out  of 
consideration  for  the  suitors  and  the  ex- 
penses which  had  to  be  borne  by  them, 
they  might  bring  about  evils  greater 
than  those  which  they  remedied.  They 
had  lately  introduced  new  Rules,  the 
operation  of  which  had  not  yet  been 
tested,  and  it  would  be  somewhat  pre- 
mature, therefore,  to  hold  out  a  promise 
of  any  further  change  at  present.  No 
one  knew  the  difficulty  of  effecting 
changes  in  their  legal  procedure  unless 
they  had  practically  undertaken  them. 
Unless  they  could  get  a  concurrence  of 
opinion  among  those  who  were  intrusted 
with  the  responsibility  of  administering 
justice,  the  introduction  of  small  changes 
would  not  only  be  dangerous  in  itselJE, 
but  were  very  apt  to  be  overborne.  He 
did  not  think  that  any 
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oould  now  be  introduced  in  the  direc- 
tion of  legal  reform  with  any  beneficial 
resnlt.  As  far  as  he  could  aBcertain,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Judges  were 
doing  their  beat  to  increase  the  public 
satisfaction  with  the  administration  of 
the  law.  As  for  the  minor  officials 
about  the  xiew  Law  Courts,  there  was 
not  one  person  too  many  for  the  work 
that  had  to  be  done.  Any  person  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  constantlT  attend- 
ing the  Courts  would  know  that  there 
was  not  one  person  employed  there 
more  than  was  absolutely  required. 
The  interests  of  the  public  required  pro- 
tection. There  was  an  immense  num- 
ber of  rooms  in  the  Courts  containing 
very  valuable  property  and  valuable 
papers,  which  it  was  impoesible  to  leave 
unguarded.  The  public  and  the  juries 
needed  protection  and  direction.  For- 
merly, they  bad  great  assistance  from 
the  police.  The  police  in  Westminster 
Hall  acted  'in  aid  of  the  ushers  of  the 
Court,  and  gave  most  valuable  assist- 
ance. They  took  charge  of  the  pas- 
sages leading  to  the  Courts,  and  directed 
persons  who  were  required  to  be  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  Courts.  All  that 
was  now  done  away  with,  and  all  the 
work  was  thrown  upon  the  ofiidal  stafif. 
Therefore  the  number,  large  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  upon  the  Paper,  was  im- 
possible to  be  reduced. 

Ms.  WARTON  said,  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  to  a  matter  to  which 
he  (Mr.  Warton)  had  already  directed 
attention,  but  unfortunately  without  suc- 
cess. He  alluded  to  the  want  of  eco- 
nomy in  regard  to  Clerks  of  Assize.  At 
Page  209  of  the  Estimates,  be  found 
that  there  was  a  clerk  appointed  to  the 
South-Eastern  Circuit  at  £950  a-year. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  what  was 
called  the  South-Eastem  Circuit  was  a 
combination  of  four  out  of  five  counties 
in  the  Home  Circuit  and  part  of  the 
Norfolk  Circuit.  It  was  quite  natural 
that  so  long  as  the  old  clerk  of  the  Nor- 
folk Circuit  lived,  he  should  be  continued 
to  be  paid  his  salary;  but  he  thought 
there  should  be  an  undertaking  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  death  or  resignation 
of  either  one  or  the  other  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, one  clerk  would  in  future  be 
sufficient  for  the  whole  Circuit.  He 
found  that  on^  Associate  did  for  the 
whole  Circuit,  and  one  Clerk  of  ^dict- 
ments,  and  why  should  there  be  more 
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than  one  Clerk  of  Assize  ?  As  a  matti  r 
of  fact,  the  counties  were  taken  in  a  cer- 
tain regular  order  following  one  after 
another.  There  was,  consequently,  no 
clashing  of  places,  and  the  same  gentle- 
man could  go  from  town  to  town  through- 
out the  whole  Circuit.  When  the  ques- 
tion was  last  raised  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  seemed  to  think  that 
this  reckless  expenditure  should  be  con- 
tinued for  ever ;  but  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  might  have  changed  his  opinion 
since,  and  he  would  therefore  BAk  him 
whether,  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy 
arising,  he  would  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  was  only  a  necessity  for 
retaining  the  services  of  one  officer  ? 
The  pother  point  he  wished  to  refer  to, 
was  the  secret  bargain  between  the 
Judges  and  the  Treasury.  Whether  it 
was  a  dignified  matter  to  enter  into  a 
bargain  at  all,  he  would  not  venture  to 
inquire;  probably,  the  Judges  knew 
what  was  best  for  them  to  do.  It  had 
not  been  formally  stated  to  the  House, 
but  it  had  leaked  out  somehow  or  other, 
that  the  sum  of  £15  15«.  a-day  was  to  be 
paid  to  each  Judge  on  account  of  his 
expenses  on  Circuit.  As  an  ordinary 
riile,  the  Judges  received  £4,<'}00  a-year, 
and,  being  allowed  £500  for  their  Cir- 
cuit expenses,  they  bad  in  reality  £5,000. 
Then  putting  the  salary  at  £5,000  a-year, 
why,  in  addition,  should  they  have 
£15  15«.  a-day?  The  bargain  might  be 
a  fair  and  honourable  one  both  for  the 
Judges  and  the  Treasury  to  enter  into ; 
but  when  he  came  to  Page  215  of  the 
Estimates,  he  could  not  find  any  item, 
that  led  him  to  suppose  that  any  allow- 
ance of  this  kind  was  made.  The  Esti- 
mate appeared  to  have  been  passed 
without  any  consideration  of  the  effect 
of  the  change.  There  seemed  to  be  an 
addition  in  the  aggregate  of  £350  ;  and 
he  should  like  to  know  if  that  item  went 
in  any  way  to  make  up  this  increase,  or, 
if  not,  where  the  increase  was  explained? 
It  was  possible  that  the  Estimate  was 
drawn  up  before  the  arrangement  was 
made,  and,  if  that  were  so,  they  might 
probably  be  told  that  there  would  be  a 
Supplementary  Estimate.  He  oertainlj 
did  not  see  iu  the  Tote  any  sort  of  an 
Estimate  for  this  £15  15<.  a-day.  There- 
fore, he  should  be  grateful  for  an  expla- 
nation. 

Mb.  LABOirCHEKE  said,  he  bad  no 
doubt  that  all  this  legal  work  could  be 
done  for  about  one-haUof  the  oresent 
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eharge,  not  because  the  Judges  objected 
to  auy  raform,  but  because  there  were 
a  OTeat  many  lawyers  in  the  House,  and 
solong  as  the  House  contained  so  large 
a  number  oflegal  Gentlemen  they  womd 
naturally  get  up  to  defend  almost  any 
abuse  which  gave  a  salary  to  a  lawyer. 
He  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  suggest 
that  there  should  be  an  inquizy.  He 
could  assure  his  hon.  Friend  that  he  was 

auite  a  rara  avit  among  the  legal  Gen- 
emen  of  the  House,  who  naturally 
looked  after"KumberOne.*'  He  wanted 
to  know  something  about  Masters  in 
Lunacy  and  theYiaitors  in  Lunacy.  He 
believed  that  last  year  there  was  a  sum 
of  £80,021  spent  on  the  Masters  in  Lu- 
nacy ;  and,  besides  that,  two  sums  of 
£10,275  and  £5,895  for  the  Oommis- 
sioneni  of  Lunacy.  There  was  a  strong 
feeling  in  the  country  that  something 
ooght  to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  law 
affecting  supposed  lunatics.  He  did  not 
know  if  the  Visitors  in  Lunacy  visited 
private  asylums ;  but  recent  events 
showed  that  persons  could  be  taken  up 
apoavhatbe  might  term"  bogpis"  certifi- 
cates, pot  in  asylums,  and  kept  there 
without  being  visited  by  any  indepen- 
dent official.  He  did  not  complain  that 
the  Vote  was  too  large;  he  almost 
thooght  it  was  too  small,  considering 
the  large  namber  of  lunatics  thwe  were 
about.  He  thought  that,  if  necessary, 
some  kind  of  legislation  should  take 
place.  He  should  also  like  to  have  some 
information  with  reference  to  the  Petty 
Bag  Office.  The  salaries  and  expenseB 
of  that  Office  amounted  to  £1,400,  and, 
recently,  when  he  put  a  Question  to  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General,  he  was  informed  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  knew  nothing 
about  it.  Perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned 
Grentleman  the  Solicitor  General  would 
be  able  to  enlighten  the  Committee  on 
the  eabject  ?  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
ayeiur  or  two  ^o  some  moderate  ser- 
lieea  were  performed  by  these  officials ; 
but  ho  tmdentood  that  they  were  not 
perfimned  now,  as  they  had  been  abo- 
ushed  by  the  changes  introduced  into 
the  law.  Neverthelesa,  the  salaries 
were  still  beinff  paid.  He  also  desired 
to  know  why  the  item  of  £225  for  the 
Pieadher  of  th»  BoUs  Ohapel  was  al- 
lowed to  appear  on  the  Estimates? 
Whai  did  m»  Flreacher  do  ?   He  had 


never  heard  of  the  Bolls  Ohapel,  and  he 
had  never  heard  of  a  Preacher  until  he 
found  that  the  country  was  called  upon 
to  pay  £225  a-year  for  him.  There  was 
an  Established  Church  in  this  country, 
possessing  very  large  funds,  and  he  did 
not  see  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  or 
good  of  anyone  that  they  should  vote 
mone^  in  order  that  this  I^raaoher  should 
preach  in  the  Bolls  Ohapel,  probably  to 
no  congregations. 

Mb.  TOMUNSON  said,  be  wished  to 
make  a  few  observations  in  reference  to 
the  question  ot  fees.  The  charge  foe 
the  administration  of  justioe  unounted 
to  £490,852 ;  whereas £409,000  were  re- 
ceived from  fees,  in  addition  to  other 
items,  which  brought  the  total  sum  up 
to  £464,000.  The  charge  upon  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  included  the  whole  cost 
of  the  Judges  for  criminal  as  well  as 
civil  business  ;  and  the  Vote  now  under 
consideration  included  a  sum  of  £41,000 
from  the  District  and  Probate  Begistries. 
He  thought  be  was  correct  in  saying  that 
those  District  and  Probate  Begistries 
were  kept  chiefly  engaged  on  work  con- 
nected with  the  proving  of  wills.  He 
did  not  think  they  undertook  any  con- 
tentious matters,  or  any  work  that  cor- 
responded with  the  usual  work  of  the 
Begistrars  of  the  Courts  of  Justice. 
Therefore,  that  sum  of  £41,000,  together 
with  half  the  judicnal  charge  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  as  representing  the  cri- 
minal portion  of  the  duties  of  the  Judges, 
ought  to  be  deducted;  and  he  found 
that  there  would  still  be  a  profit  upon  the 
administration  of  justice,  which,  he 
thought,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
ought  not  to  exist.  Certainly,  if  the 
country  allowed  its  administrative  work 
in  connection  with  justice  to  be  paid  for 
by  fees,  it  was  not  desirable  that  they 
should  make  a  profit  out  of  it.  The 
form  in  which  the  Estimates  were  pro- 
duced afforded  them  no  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  portion  of  the  fees  be- 
longed to  the  different  branches  of 
the  administration  of  justice;  but  he 
noticed  that  the  Chancery  fees  came  to 
£380,000,  so  that  a  very  large  portion 
of  the.  oontributions  towards  the  cost 
came  from  the  Chancery  Divirion.  He 
was  strongly  impressed  by  the  fact  that 
the  countn^  derived  a  considerable  profit 
out  of  the  business  of  the  Chancery  i)ivi- 
uon.  This  was  not  a  state  of  things 
that  ought  to  be  allowed,  and,  at  aL 
events,  the^  ought  to  have  so^e  mean^ 
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of  aseertaining  whether  it  was  bo  or  not. 
If  it  were  really  the  fact,  reflations 
ought  to  be  carried  out  to  dimmish  the 
fees  in  that  branch  of  legal  procedure 
It  certainly  could  not  be  fair  to  charge 
the  Ohanoery  suitors  with  any  portion 
of  the  coat  of  Common  Law  business. 
Another  serious  grievance  on  the  part 
of  the  Ohanoery  suitors  was  the  great 
delay  which  arose  in  the  conduct  of 
business.  He  belieTed  the  main  cause 
was  the  excessive  amount  of  work  in  the 
Ohtef  Clerk's  office,  and  he  would  sug- 

Sest  that,  where  necessary,  additional 
hief  Gerks  should  be  appointed.  He 
beUered  that  additions  might  be  made 
without  any  actual  cost  to  the  country. 

fiaee  from  the  additional  amount  of 
business  transacted  would  pay  for  the 
extra  cost.  With  reference  to  the  pro- 
posal to  allow  Chancery  cases  to  be 
beard  locally  in  the  county  of  Lanca- 
shire, he  thought  it  would  be  regarded 
aa  a  satisfactory  one  as  far  as  it  went. 
He  would,  however,  reiterate  what  he 
had  said  before  on  the  Bill  of  the  faon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Whitley), 
that  the  only  satisfactory  way  of  deal- 
ing with  the  Chancery  business  of 
Lancashire  would  be  to  incorporate  in 
some  way  the  Chancery  Court  of  the 
County  Palatine  with  the  High  Court 
of  Justice.  The  County  Palatine  Court 
had,  at  present,  its  local  Registries,  and 
a  perfect  establishment  for  administra- 
tion. Its  only  defect  was,  that  it  was 
limited  by  localities.  If  that  limit  were 
abolished,  and  if  the  cases  could  be  dmlt 
with  in  that  Court,  either  in  London  or 
in  the  locality,  he  believed  a  great  ad- 
vantage would  arise. 

Me.  ARTHTO  0»CONNOR  said,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  seemed  to  think  that  law- 
yers in  that  House  were  always  in  favour 
of  increasing  legal  charges.  He  had 
said  that  they  did  that  in  the  interest  of 
"  Number  One,"  and  then  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman went  on  to  propose  that  there 
should  be  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
administration  of  the  Lunacy  Law.  He 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  did  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member,  in  regard  to 
that,  was  actuated  by  the  same  sort  of 
motive.  With  regard  to  several  subjects 
which  had  already  been  brought  before 
the  Committee,  he  believed  they  fur- 
nished good  and  substantial  grounds  for 
carefully  discussing  the  Vote  from  be- 
ginning to  end.   He  remembered  three 
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years  &go,  when  he  was  able  to  obtain  a 
detailed  examination  of  the  Yote,  that 
after  a  long  struggle,  he  succeeded  in 
inducing  the  GK)vernmettt  to  reduce  the 
Tote,  because  it  was  discovered  that  they 
had  actually  charged  for  some  office  that 
did  not  exist.  They  had  charged,  for 
instance,  for  four  Official  Befereee,  when 
only  three  were  in  existence.  He  be- 
lieved there  four  Official  Befereee  ia 
existence  now ;  but  whether  the  hun- 
dreds of  officers  who  were  charged  for 
in  the  present  Yote  were  really  in  exist- 
ence, he  very  much  doubted.  Before 
the  Judicature  Act  was  passed,  and  be- 
fore the  fusion  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bendi,  and 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  there  was  a 
Master  in  each  Division  reepectirely  in 
charge  of  the  discipline  of  the  Office ; 
but  since  the  fusion  into  one  Central 
Court,  it  was  very  hard,  indeed,  to  find 
out  who  was  responsible  for  tixe  disci- 
pline and  for  the  official  staff.  The  official 
staff  was  now  enjoying  an  indepfflident 
and  easy  life,  which  was  very  remark- 
able. He  was  credibly  informed  that 
the  number  of  officials  who  were  present 
in  the  Court  at  the  present  day  were 
very  much  below  the  establishment.  A 
large  number  were  constantly  on  leave, 
thus  reducing  the  staff  to  such  an  at- 
tenuated form,  that  those  who  had  occa- 
sion to  go  to  the  different  offices,  found 
it  difficult  to  get  their  businese  trans- 
acted. He  also  thought  that  the  distri- 
bution of  officials  in  the  different  offloea 
since  the  fusion  might,  with  advantage, 
be  revised.  Some  observations  had  been 
made  in  reference  to  the  Writ  Appear- 
ance and  Judgment  Department;  but 
although  the  charge  in  the  Vote  for  the 
officials  in  that  Department  was  high  ia 
proportion  to  their  number,  he  did  not 
think  the  number  of  officials  was  too 
great.  In  fact,  he  fancied  that  that  par- 
ticular Department  was  undwmauned- 
and  short-handed.  They  were  not  paid 
enough  for  the  work  they  had  to  do ; 
but  in  regard  to  the  other  Departments, 
he  certainly  thought  the  staff  ought  to 
be  overhauled  and  reduced.  He  could 
not  see  what  the  Chief  Bemembrancer'a 
Department  wanted  with  two  first  and 
two  second  class  clerks.  He  did  not  see 
what  work  there  was  for  so  many  offi- 
cials, and  he  thought  the  Office  might 
be  advantageously  inqnirod  into  aAd  re- 
cast. Last  year  he  had  directed  the  at. 
tention  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle, 
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Buu  die  Attorney  General  to  the  Taziner 
Officers.  Every  year  there  was  a  large 
somber  of  oases  which  might  be  closed, 
bat  which  were  kept  open  for  months, 
because  the  taxing  of  the  costs  oould  not 
be  proeeeded  with,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
tlte  Taxing  Officers  were  away  during 
Uie  Yacation.  He  thought  it  was  not 
too  moch  to  ask,  in  the  interests  of  the 
great  body  of  suitors,  that  there  should 
be  some  oontinnation  of  sittings  in  the 
Taxing  Office,  so  that  costs  might  be 
taxed  withont  the  soits  being  kept  open 
Jor  months  after  the  close  of  the  sittings. 
He  oonld  not  help  feeling,  in  regard  to 
the  arrears  in  the  Oourts,  that  more 
JTadgM  ought  to  be  appointed.  If  the 
Gomnment  were  not  inclined  to  in- 
oreaae  the  avmber  of  Judges,  he  would 
Tenture  to  sug^fesfc  avery ea^  and  cheap 
rapedient  that  would  relieve  the  diffi- 
oulty,  without  inoreasing  the  expense. 
In  England,  there  were  not  enough 
Judges;  whereas,  in  Ireland,  there  were 
too  many.  If  they  would  increase  the 
Ikkglish  Judges  by  three,  four,  or  five, 
the  Irish  people  would  make  no  oom- 
plaint  whatever  if  they  availed  them- 
selves of  the  existii^  staff  in  that 
oountzy. 

Ma.  MACFABIANE  said,  that  some 
three  years  ago  he  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  to  the  question  of 
the  Taxing  Itlastors  in  Chancery,  and 
the  delay  which  took  place  in  the  taxa- 
ti(Mi  of  costs.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  admitted  the  grievance,  and 
promised  that  the  matter  should  be  in- 
quired into.  He  aapposed  the  matter 
had  been  looked  into;  but  no  change 
had  been  made.  He  had  had  oases  sent 
to  him  in  which  sometimes  the  taxing  of 
the  coats  took  up  a  longer  period  of  time 
tiian  the  original  suit.  The  Taxing 
Ifastor  ^pointed  an  hour,  say,  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  half  of  the  hour 
was  wasted  while  the  parties  awaited 
the  arrival  of  the  Taxing  Master.  Then, 
after  six  weeks  or  two  months,  he  ap- 
pointed another  hour;  and  so  matters 
went  on  with  the  result  that  the  life  was 
worried  out  of  the  poor  suitor  before  he 
suQceeded  in  having  the  case  settled. 
This  was  a  questicoi  in  which  the  lawyers 
themselves  had  no  direct  interest.  He 
did  not  think  they  cared  anything  about 
lit  and  therefore  he  did  not  think  they 
would  oppose  a  reform  in  this  particnlar 
braneh.  He  wa»  sore  that  if  the  liou. 


and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solioitov 
General  could  see  his  way  to  facilitating 
the  taxing  of  costs,  he  would  do  a  great 
deal  to  benefit  the  wretehed  suitors  who 
were  kept  in  suspense  under  the  present 
system.  He  saw  in  the  Yote  an  item  of 
£20,000  for  the  fees  of  Taxing  Masters, 
and  he  was  afraid  that  either  their  at- 
tendance was  insufficient,  or  that  they 
were  too  few  in  number.  If  they  re- 
quired more  men  to  do  the  work  effec- 
tively, he  did  not  think  it  was  good 
economy  to  grudge  the  money.  He  did 
not  understand  that  that  was  really  the 
case;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the 
system  that  was  in  fault,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  would  do  good 
service  by  looking  into  Uie  mattter. 

Mb.  WAUGH  said,  he  had  to  com- 
plain of  the  cost  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Division.  Last  year  the^  voted  for  that 
purpose  £34,537,  and  this  year  the  Vote 
amounted  to  £94,712,  being  an  increase 
of  more  than  £60,000.  They  would 
shortly  be  required  to  vote  a  further' 
sum  of  £40,000,  making  the  total  in- 
crease £100,000,  together  with  £20,000 
for  Non-Effeotive  Services,  owing  to  the 
changes  which  had  formerly  and  lately 
been  carried  out  in  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy. He  thought  that  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary charge,  coiuidering  that  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland  only  cost 
£10.000,  the  Supreme  Court  in  Ireland 
£90,000,  and  that  the  charge  for  Law  and 
Justice  in  Scotland  was  £63,000,  making 
altogether  £162,000;  whereas,  in  Eng- 
land, the  Court  of  Bankrupt!^  cost  nearly 
as  much.  It  certainly  appeared  to  be  ex- 
traordinary that  in  Ireland  and  Scotland 
the  Court  of  Bankmptcy  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice  together,  oould  be 
maintained  for  a  sum  little  more  than 
the  cost  of  the  Bankruptt^  Court  in  this 
country. 

Ma.  QBEGK)BY  said,  that  the  Taxing 
Masters  were  a  very  highly  qualified 
and  hard-worked  dass.  Th^  did  the 
work  not  only  in  their  offices,  but  a  good 
deal  of  it  at  home,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  inter  eats  of  the  public.  If  there  waa 
more  delay  than  was  desired,  it  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  Masters,  nor  was  it  due 
to  any  want  of  exertion  on  their  part. 
At  certain  periods  of  the  year  there  was 
very  great  pressure  upon  them,  but  they 
were  most  anxious  to  facilitate  the  work. 

Mb.  COUBTNEY  steted  that  the  next 
vacan^  in  the  Office  of  the  Petty  Bag- 
would  not  be  filled  up.    He  did  not  eaj 
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ihat  the  Office  would  be  abtdished,  bat 
tiieie  would  be  a  re-arrangement  of  the 
duties.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  had  called 
attention  to  what  he  called  the  "  secret 
barfj^ains  "  between  the  Judges  and  the 
Exchequer  with  respect  to  their  expenses 
while  on  Circuit.  He  thought  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  must  have  over- 
looked a  Memorandum  which  was  laid 
on  the  Table  some  months  ago,  giving 
full  particulars  of  this  arrangement. 
The  sum,  howerer,  was  not  £15 
a-daj,  but  very  much  less.  As  to  the 
Masters  in  Lunacy,  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
lAboachere)  ought  to  have  Deen  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lonaoy  Oommissioners. 
He  was  astonished  at  the  ignorance  of 
the  bon.  Member  in  regard  to  the 
Preacher  of  the  Bolls  Ohapel.  One  of 
the  greatest  of  Eoglish  Pivines  had 
been  Preacher  at  the  Bolls  Ohapel.  It 
was  tiiere  that  Bishop  Butler  preached 
his  great  sermon  on  Human  Nature.  He 
might  say  for  him  self  that  he  had  veiyfre- 
quently  attended  thatChapeland  listened 
to  this  Preacher,  when  Sir  John  Bomilly 
was  Master  of  the  Bolls.  The  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  Garlow  (Mr.  Macfarlane)  and 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
had  spoken  of  the  action  of  the  Taxing 
Masters,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Sussex  (Mr.  Qregory)  had  given  a 
reply.  He  could  only  add  that  some  im- 
jffOTement  in  the  working  of  that  Office 
might  be  looked  forward  to.  The  fonu- 
tions  of  the  Queen's  Bemembrancer  were 
not  BO  light  as  were  imagined,  but  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  work  occupying  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  was  trans- 
acted in  that  Office. 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHKB  said,  he  had 
a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  items  for 
the  payment  of  the  Marshals.  He  was 
aware  that,  under  a  Trcnsury  Minute  of 
the  26th  of  June  this  year,  a  new  ar- 
rangement had  been  entered  into  with 
respect  to  those  offi.cers  which,  as  far  as 
he  knew,  was  a  satisfactory  one.  It  was 
rather  to  the  manner  of  payment  than 
the  amount  of  the  charge  that  he  took 
exception.  He  understood  that  the 
Judge  who  took  his  Marshal  with 
him,  made  a  Beturn  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  that  the  Treasury  on  receipt 
of  it  gave  him  a  warrant.  Now,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  notorious  that  in  the  case 
of  one  Judge  on  the  Bench,  it  was  his 
habit  to  give  the  appointment  of  Mar- 
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shal  to  his  son  or  some  rdatiTO,  and  to 
take  some  other  pmon  with  Mm  on 
Cirouit  to  do  the  work.  That,  in  bis 
opinion,  was  a  state  of  thin^  whiob 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  oontinae,  and 
he  thought  that  the  Treasury  ought  to 
make  it  obligatory  upon  the  Marshals  to 
state  that  the  payment  made  was  to  the 
person  who  bad  done  the  work.  If  that 
rule  were  established,  he  believed  that 
the  practice  to  which  he  had  alluded 
would  cease. 

Thb  SOLICITOB  GENEBAL  (Sir 
FABBEa  Hebschill)  said,  with  reference 
to  the  inquiries  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
'WolTerhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Midhurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  as  to  Ihe 
salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the  central  office 
and  the  amount  of  work  done  there,  he 
would  recall  to  the  recollection  of  those 
hon.  Members  what  be  had  stated  last 
year  upon  ike  subject,  and  on  an  ooearioD 
prior  to  that  A  Otnomittee  had  been 
appointed  by  the  late  Loi^  Chancellor, 
of  which  he  (Sir  Farrer  Herschell)  was  a 
Member,  to  consider  the  question  as  to 
what  would  be  done  in  respect  of  the 
central  office  under  the  Judicature  Act. 
That  Committee  made  such  recommen- 
dations as  appeared  to  them  right  upon 
the  knowledge  which  they  then  pos- 
seeaed.  But  their  view  on  the  whole 
was,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  de- 
termine what  would  be  the  real  number 
of  clerks  required  in  the  central  office, 
until  experience  had  shown  the  amount 
of  work  and  how  the  subject  ought  to 
be  dealt  with,  which  could  only  be  ar* 
rived  at  when  the  whole  establishment 
was  at  woi^.  That  being  so,  he  would, 
in  due  oourae,  oall  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  Ohanoellor  to  the  question  whether 
the  time  had  not  arrived  for  inqniry,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  duties 
pwformed  in  the  oentral  ofHce.  He 
pointed  out  to  the  Committee  that  where 
it  was  necesaary  to  deal  with  a  number 
of  offices  of  this  description,  it  was  im- 
possible, until  the  old  officials  ceased  to 
exist,  to  get  the  arrangements  into  the 
shape  desired — a  oondition  of  things 
which  oould  only  be  reached  at  a  more 
remote  period.  With  regard  to  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Sussex  (Mr.  Qregory), 
he  begged  to  remind  him  that  the  matter 
to  wUch  he  had  referred  was  brought 
forward  on  the  Courts  of  Judicature 
Bill,  when  he  hud  stated  that  the  ^aeitioD 
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■8  to  aome  of  the  fees  should  be  con- 
sidered, because  he  thought  that  a  case 
had  been  made  out  for  inquiry.  The 
auestion  was,  whether  the  fees  were  not 
dealt  with  too  much  as  a  whole  in  cer- 
tain matters ;  whether  a  more  careful 
classification  might  not  be  made ;  whe- 
ther fees,  which  in  one  class  of  cases 
might  be  reasonable,  were  not  equally 
reasonable  in  another  class  of  cases; 
and  whether  fees  might  not  be  separated, 
instead  of  being,  as  was  now  the  case, 
eUssed  logger  ?  He  was  prepared  to 
admit  that  there  mi^ht  be  some  in- 
eqnalify  existiog  in  thie  matter,  and  he 
(loite  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  that 
it  would  be  possible,  without  diminish- 
ing the  amoant  raised  by  taxation  of  the 
suitor,  to  make  some  readjustment,  by 
which  a  more  equitable  arrangement 
eouid  be  arrived  at.  With  regard  to  the 
work  of  the  Taxing  Masters,  he  at  once 
admitted  that  there  was  delay  in  the 
case  of  enme  of  those  officers,  at  all 
ereuts.  There  had  come  within  his  own 
obserration  delays  which  ought  not  to 
hare  occurred.  '  Yery  recenUy,  a  case 
had  come  under  his  observation  in  which 
an  altogether  inordinate  time  was  con- 
sumed la  the  toxatioo  of  a  bill  of  costs 
which  the  solicitor  was  most  anxious  to 
get  taxed  as  soon  as  possible.  He 
agreed  that  such  delays  should  not 
t^e  plaoe^  and  he  would  urge  the 
matter  on  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Ghanoellor. 

Mb.  TOMUNSON  said,  he  should 
like  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  to  answer  one  ques- 
tt<ai.  Were  the  Government  going  to 
take  into  consideration  the  block  in  the 
Chancery  Division,  with  a  view  to 
remedying  it,  either  by  increasing  the 
number  of  clerks  to  the  Judges,  or  by 
ether  means  ? 

Tax  SOLICarOR  GENERATE  (Sir 
FA&BBn  Hebschbll)  said,  that  the  Qo- 
vemment  had  taken  one  step — a  con- 
nderable  one — in  the  direction  indicated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston.  They 
had  relieved  the  Chancery  Judges  from 
gcnng  Circuit,  and  retained  them  exclu- 
sively for  the  duties  of  the  Chancery 
DivisioD.  He  believed  that  arrange- 
ment would  be  found  to  oonstituto  a  con- 
siderable addition  to  the  power  of  the 
Court.  The  increase  of  the  number  of 
Ohaacecy  clerks  iras  another  matter,  and 
it  deaerved  considOTation,  bmause  he 
Uioti^;kt  thai  the  Mock  in  OhambexB  was, 


perhaps,  more  pressing  than  in  the 
Court  itself. 

Mb.  LABOtJOHERE  said,  he  must 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  why  such 
considerable  differences  existed  in  the 
amount  of  salaries  paid  in  respect  of  the 
various  District  Probate  Registries?  It 
appeared  by  the  Estimate  that,  amongst 
others,  the  salary  of  the  Registrar  at 
Birmiogham  was  £800 ;  at  Carlisle, 
£700;  at  Exeter,  £1,000;  at  Lichfield, 
£800;  at  Northampton,  £260;  and  at 
Wakefield,  £1,200.  The  aasi^ment  of 
these  salaries  appeared  to  him  to  be 
made  quito  irrespwtive  of  the  size  of  the 
places  where  the  District  Registries  were 
situated,  because,  for  some  of  the  smaller 
districts,  more  money  was  {ttid  than  for 
the  larger  districts.  For  instance,  Bir- 
mingham was  a  large  district.  [Mr. 
CouK-nrEY :  No.  ]  Was  he  to  under* 
stand  that  the  Birmingham  district  was 
smaller  than  the  Wakefield  distriot? 
The  arrangement  appeared  to  be  most 
extraordinary. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the 
amount  of  the  salaries  was  according  to 
the  work  to  be  done.  Lichfield,  for 
instance,  was  the  centre  of  a  consider- 
able district  in  which  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  work. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
there  was  one  point  on  which  he  desired 
to  have  some  information  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
Gen««l.  That  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  mdntioned  what  was  un- 
doubtedly a  fact — namely,  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  existing  block  in  the  Chan- 
cery Division  was  due  to  the  block  in 
Chambers.  The  question  he  wished  to 
ask  was,  why  there  were  some  Masters 
who  never  sat  in  Chambers  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
FabeerHeeschell)  said,  the  reason  was, 
probably,  because  they  sat  in  Court.  He 
did  not  know  to  whom  the  hon.  Member 
for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor) referred.  He  supposed  that  the 
work  was  bettor  done  under  the  arrange- 
ment referred  to ;  but  he  could  not  give 
a  more  precise  answer  without  knowing 
the  Masters  to  whom  the  hon.  Member 
alluded. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
in  order  to  make  a  set-off  for  the  other 
expenditure,  two  of  the  clerks  had  been 
asked  to  give  np  the  post  of  Marshal 
which  they  held,  and  that  they^  declined 
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to  do  BO,  althouffh  th^  o£Fered  to  sur- 
render their  position  as  seoond  olass 
olerks.  Was  it  arranged  that  the  se- 
oond class  olerks  were  to  be  transferred 
to  tho  central  office ;  and,  if  so,  would 
the  oonseut  of  the  Commissioners  be  ob- 
tained in  some  special  mimner  to  the 
arrangement  it  tney  did  not  pass  the 
examination  which,  would  otherwise  be 
required  to  be  passed  by  the  ap- 
pointees? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  oould 
hardly  be  expected  to  enter  into  the 
queetioQ  of  what  was  proposed  and  what 
was  not  proposed  to  be  done. 

Mb.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR:  It  is 
with  ref^ard  to  what  is  being  done. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  arrange- 
ment rested  with  the  Judges. 

Tote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £9,078,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Wreck  Commission. 

(4.)  £376,726,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  County  Courts. 

Mb.  R.  T.  REID  said,  be  had  a  Terjr 
few  words  to  say  in  connection  with  this 
Vote.  He  would  be  glad  to  know  whe- 
ther there  was  any  Return  or  means  by 
which  the  Committee  cotdd  asoertain 
whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the 
statement  that  some  of  the  County  Court 
Judges,  especially  those  in  the  crowded 
districts  in  the  North  of  Euglaud,  were 
accustomed  to  work  seven,  eight,  or 
nine  hours  a-day ;  and  whether  it  was 
true  that  the  County  Court  Judges  in 
the  agricultural  districts,  especially  in 
the  West,  had  such  an  excellent  time  of 
it  that  they  did  not  work  more  than  120 
or  150  hours  out  of  the  year?  There 
was  a  large  number  of  County  Court 
Judges;  and,  without  saying  one  word 
in  regard  to  the  proper  salaries  which 
they  enjoyed,  or  without  wishing  in  any 
way  to  interfere  with  their  position  or 
number,  he  was  bound  to  ask  whether 
some  table  of  the  kind  indicated  oould 
be  obtained,  in  order  that  upon  it  mi^ht 
be  based  some  more  equal  distribution 
of  the  work  than  existed  at  the  jHresent 
moment,  and  under  which  some  of  tiie 
Judges  were  undoubtedly  very  much 
harder  worked  than  others  ?  He  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  would  be  able  to  give 
some  information  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  west  said,  he  had  a  few  figures 
to  lay  before  the  Committee  with  regard 
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to  the  number  of  days  in  the  eowse  of 
a  year  on  which  the  Oount^^  Court 
Judges,  held  their  sittings.  He  wished 
to  say,  at  the  commencement  of  his  re- 
marks, that  he  oould  find  nothing  in  the 
Returns  about  the  hard  work  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  (Mr.  B.  T.  Reid)  said 
was  cast  upon  County  Court  Judges  in 
some  districts  in  the  North,  as  compared 
with  the  comparatively  light  duties  of 
other  County  Court  Judges  in  the 
Western  agricultural  districts.  He  found 
that  the  County  Court  Judges  in  the 
country  did  not  sit  on  the  average  three 
days  a-week.  Still,  be  agreed  with  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  in  what  he  had 
said  with  regard  to  not  diminishing  the 
salaries  of  the  County  Court  Judges,  be< 
cause,  although  their  salaries  had  been 
increased  within  the  last  few  years,  he 
did  not  think  them  an  undue  remunera- 
tion for  the  work  they  had  to  perform. 
But  there  was  a  very  serious  matter  in 
connection  with  this  Vote,  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attmtion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  There  eat,  in  1873, 
a  Committee,  whioh  went  into  this  ques- 
tion at  oonsidearable  length,  but  iKuoh 
Committee,  in  consequence  of  the  Dis- 
sdution  of  1874,  never  reported.  The 
question  of  the  number  of  County  Court 
Judges  was  considered,  and,  althoii|^ 
he  bad  no  right  to  anticipate  what  the 
Report  would  have  been,  he  oould  not 
help  thinking  that  the  Committee  were 
of  opinion  that  the  number  of  the 
County  Court  Judges  was  much  too 
great.  Little  or  nothing  had  been  done 
in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  number 
of  the  County  Court  Judges ;  the  rate  at 
whioh  they  improved  in  these  matters 
was  so  exceedingly  slow.  He  would  give 
one  or  two  illustrations  with  regard  to 
this  subject.  In  1874,  the  L^d  De- 
partment Committee  sat  to  consider  this 
very  question  among  othm.  That  Com- 
mittee comprised  Lord  Brwnw^  and 
other  persons  of  ezperienee  and  dis- 
tinction, and  they  made  an  nnanimoM 
Report  to  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  County  Court 
Judges.  But  to  show  the  ene^  and 
zeal  of  the  Government,  he  would  point 
out  that  they  had  reduced  the  number 
of  the  County  Court  Judges  by  one,  sinee 
that  Committee  repOTted.  Now,  if  these 
Judges  were  to  be  reduced  in  number 
from  60  to  30,  at  that  rate  the  ceuatiy 
would  probably  hare  to  wait  800  yeai* 
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before  Aat  result  was  anired  at.  After 
oareful  and  ezhaastive  inc^airy  into  the 
qveation,  the  Committee  said— 

**  The  Bmnber  of  Judges  ia  limited  by  Btatate 
(21  ft  22  Vict.  cap.  74}  to  60,  and  there  are  at 
the  present  time  57,  bo  that  some  absorption  of 
cireoita  has  taken  place ;  hut  Mr.  Nicol  is  of 
opinion  that  there  is  room  for  further  consolida- 
tion. We  And  that,  although  the  days  of  sitting 
of  some  Judges  occupy  nearly  buf  the  year, 
the  annual  average  attendance  of  the  whole 
number  in  the  last  ten  yean  has  not  exceeded 
I3S  days,  so  that  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  sup* 
poee  that  more  work  might  fairly  be  required 
of  them  'without  unduly  tasking  their  powers 
or  risking  that  the  business  should  be  done  too 
quickly  or  slurred  over.  We  observe  from  the 
same  Return  that  the  attendance  ia  Court  and 
at  Chambers  of  the  Common  Law  Judges 

avenges  200  working  days  in  the  year  

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  remuneration  now 
prescribed  by  statute  28  &  29  Tict.  cap.  99,  for 
Ute  Judges,  viz.,  £1,500  a-year,  is  not  excessive, 
^though  the  extension  of  equitable  jurisdiction 
to  these  Courts  which  was  the  reason  for  grant 
hig  the  increase  of  salary  does  not  seem  to  have 
DMterially  added  to  the  duties  of  the  Judges. 
Since  then,  howevu*,  they  have  had  increased 
work  given  to  them  in  Bankruptcy,  and  in  a 
few  instances  in  Admiralty  suite ;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  us  that  even  if  future  Judges  are  re- 
quired to  undertake  enlarged  circuits,  Uie 
salary  now  received  would  be  sufficient." 

It  was  clear,  from  a  comparison  of  the 
time  occupi^  in  former  days  with  that 
at  present  given  to  the  performance  of 
their  duties  oy  the  Oounty  Court  Judges, 
that  although  a  large  addition  —  an 
additaon  of  25  per  cent — had  been  made 
to  most  of  the  salaries,  the  number 
of  days  which  t^ey  gave  to  the  public 
had  considerablj  diminished.  In  the 
year  1883,  the  number  of  days  for 
the  whole  of  the  Judges  was  8,034, 
aocording  to  the  last  Betum.  Now, 
people  said  that  the  County  Court 
Judges  did  not  do  sufficient  work.  He 
did  not  say  that  they  were  under  or  over 
paid;  lie  gave  no  opinion  upon  that 
point ;  but  he  did  say  that  since  their 
salaries  had  been  increased,  the  number 
of  days  on  which  they  worked  for  the 
public  had  diminished.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  diminution  had 
oeourred  exactly  contemporaneously ; 
but  the  figures  were  as  follows: — ^In 
1867,  the  County  Court  Judges  sat  alto- 
gether 9,019  days  ;  in  1871,  only  8,041 
days;  in  1879,  8,363  days;  in  1880, 
8,368 days;  in  1883,  8,034  days.  There- 
fore, it  eonld  not  be  said  tibat  they  sat 
fewer  days  in  oonsequenoe  of  their 
having  small  salaries.  The  real  cause 
waetuit  tiiej  had  comparatively  little 
work  to  do.  Xhs  total  oost  oi  the  Ooanty 


Court  system  was  £600,000  a-year — a 
very  considerable  item  in  the  adminia- 
tration  of  the  country — and  he  should 
Uke  to  know  from  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment whether  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  for  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  the  Judges  would  be 
acted  upon,  and  whether  they  considered 
that  that  recommendation  was  satisfied 
by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  the  Coun^ 
Court  Judges  had  been  reduoedby  one  7 
Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  that  the 
amount  named  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  (lib. 
West)  represented  the  whole  expense  in 
connection  with  the  County  Courts.  The 
Beturn  which  had  been  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  in  the  course  of  the  last 
month,  showing  the  actual  number  of 
days  which  the  County  Court  Judges 
sat  in  1888,  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  wat 
importanoe  and  gravity  that  he  wished 
to  direct  the  aitmtion  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  it.  In  order  to  appreciate  that 
Hetum,  it  was  -only  necessary  for  hon. 
Members  to  adopt  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  calculation.  For  instance, 
the  Committee  would  be  aware  that  there 
were  86;}  days  in  the  year ;  if  Sundays, 
holidays,  some  days  at  Christmas  Were 
deducted,  there  remained  305  working 
days  during  the  year.  Then  came  the 
question  as  to  the  number  of  days'  holi- 
day which  a  person  dischatging  these 
important  functions  in  the  State  re- 
:  quired,  and  which  would  have  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  303  working  days.  He 
ventured  to  think  that  !2  weeks  was 
a  handsome  holiday  for  any  publio 
servant.  He  doubted  if  hon.  and  right 
hon.  GenUemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
had  as  long ;  he  was  quite  sure  the  Prime 
Minister  did  not.  However,  he  was 
prepared  to  allow  12  weeks,  which,  when 
deducted  from  the  305  working  days, 
left  2^0  days  available  for  the  Publio 
Service  in  the  coarse  of  the  year.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  who  spoke  last 
had  told  the  Committee  that  the  Judges  in 
the  Superior  Courts  sat  on  the  average 
200  days  in  the  year,  and  he  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  need  not  remind  them  tbat  the 
number  of  days  on  which  those  Judges 
sat  did  not  at  all  represent  the  time  and 
labour  which  they  devoted  to  their  duties. 
They  had  to  prepare  their  judgments, 
and  consider  a  number  of  matters  out 
of  Court;  and,  therefore,  h.e  considered 
that  200  days  was  a  very  fair  number 
for  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts  to  sit. 
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da  js  in  Uie  jeor ;  the  J udges  of  the  Oourt 
of  Appeal  eat  193  days.  Now,  what 
did  the  Retain  wbioh  he  held  in  his 
hand  show  ?  It  showed  that  there  was 
only  one  County  Court  Judge  who  sat 
on  190  days  in  the  year;  that  one  eat 
on  18G  days,  one  on  184  days,  and  one 
on  181  days.  He  found  that  there  were 
Judges  who  sat  on  less  than  100  days ; 
one  99  days,  and  one  on  93  days,  the 
ealaries  being  precisely  the  same  in  each 
case — namely,  £1,600  a-year — irrespec- 
tive of  the  number  of  days  on  which 
they  sat.  He  found  also  that  10  County 
Oourt  Judges  sat  for  less  than  120  days ; 
27  sat  from  120  to  IfiO  days;  10  for  160 
to  170  days;  and  eight  only  sat  on  180 
days  in  the  year.  He  put  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee, in  Tiew  of  these  figures,  whether 
the  time  had  not  arrired  for  reconsider- 
ing the  whole  of  Ihe  County  Oourt 
system  ?  Either  they  were  bound  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  Judges,  or  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  work  they  had  to 
do.  Personally,  he  was  in  favour  of 
re-grouping  the  County  Courts,  so  that 
they  might  do  the  same  amount  of  work 
as  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts, 
and  do  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney Qeneral  gave  it  as  an  excuse, 
the  other  day,  that  these  County  Court 
Judges  had  to  travel  some  distance  to 
their  labours ;  but  he  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  had  the  impression  that  the  dis- 
tance which  they  had  to  travel  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  matter.  He  could 
put  his  finger  on  a  ease  of  a  Judse  who 
sat  128  days  in  the  year;  he  had  to 
attend  three  Courts,  all  of  which  were 
within  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles 
from  his  residence,  and  there  were  trains 
to  the  locality  every  quarter  of  an  hour. 
The  ease  of  the  Judge  who  sat  93  days 
was,  he  thought,  in  a  locality  not  far 
from  London.  [An  hon.  Mbhbbr  :  No  ; 
it  was  a  Lancashire  case.]  Yes;  it  was 
the  Bacup,  Bolton,  Bochdale,  &c.,  Judge. 
The  places  in  which  this  Judge  had  to  sit 
were  close  together,  and  were  within  easy 
reach  of  e«ch  other,  so  that  it  could  not 
be  said  that  a  great  deal  of  time  was  oc- 
cupied in  travelling.  If  they  were  to  allow 
26  per  cent  of  the  Judge's  time  for  travel- 
ling al!  round,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
would  be  quite  ample.  He  thought  the 
time  had  quite  come  when  th^  should 
consider  this  question  as  to  grouping  of 
places  to  be  attended  by  the  single 
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Judge,  or  the  increasing  the  duties  of 

each  individual.  So  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  preferred  increasing.  Last 
year  it  appeared  that  25  per  cent  of  the 
civil  cases  tried  in  the  Superior  Courts 
were  under  £50.  These  were  cases 
which  the  County  Court  Judges  could 
very  well  dispose  of;  and  if  the  House 
would  only  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  Committee  after  Committee  which 
had  sat  to  consider  the  matter,  and 
would  give  a  County  Oourt  jurisdio- 
tion  up  to  £100,  instead  of  having  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  Superior  Judges, 
they  would  j&ud  it  possible  to  make  a 
decrease.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
look  at  Page  231  of  the  Estimates, 
where  he  would  find  an  item,  "  Convey- 
ance  of  Peraons  committed  to  Prison, 
£2,680."  That  item  astonished  him 
very  much,  as  he  had  thought  that  if 
tbey  had  done  anything  at  all  in  the 
matter  of  Bankruptcy  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee last  year,  that  which  they  had 
prided  themselves  upon  having  done 
was  having  abolished  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  small  cases.  They  had  in- 
serted provisions  in  the  Bill  to  enable 
persons  who  went  through  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Oourt,  owing  less  than  £50,  to 
make  an  application  to  the  Oourt  to' get 
freed  without  difficulty.  The  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Mr.  Chamberlain)  was  in  this 
matter  very  ably  assisted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Broadhurst), 
and  it  was  certainly  the  impression  of 
that  hon.  Member,  and  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  they  had  put  an  end  to  this 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  County  Court 
cases.  He  was,  therefore,  unable  to 
understand  that  item  of  £2,680,  which 
looked  very  much  as  though  the  old 
system  was  still  in  existence.  He  trusted 
they  would  get  some  assurance  from  the 
Government  that  the  whole  system  of 
the  adminiatration  of  justice  by  the 
County  Courts  would  be  inquired  into ; 
that  they  would  endeavour  to  find  some 
method  either  of  reduoing  the  cost,  or. 
increasing  the  work,  of  the  County 
Courts. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fahrer  Heesohell)  said,  he  was  quite 
sure  the  Committee  would  feel  that  those 
who  had  called  attention  to  this  matter 
had  done  a  useful  service.  Every  one, 
he  thought,  must  a^^ree  that  it  had  been 
shown  that  in  particular  County  Oourt 
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districts,  experience  had  efitablished  the 
factthatthosedistricte,  as  now  arranged,  | 
did  not  afford  sufficient  employment  to 
occupy  the  entire  time  of  the  Judf^ea. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Wol- 
mhampton  (ICr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  had 
made  a  suggeBtion  with  regard  to  the 
qneation  of  increased  jurisdiction,  and 
wanges  in  the  allocation  of  the  districts 
of  County  Oourt  Judges,  and  he  (the 
Solicitor  Qeneral)  thought  that,  even  if 
the7  were  desirous  of  inoreasing  that 
jurisdiotion,  the  matter  would  really  re- 
quire careful  (Kmaideration.  They  would 
find  that  there  would  still  be  particular 
districts  where  there  would  be  very  little 
work,  while  in  others  there  would  be  a 
great  deal.  He  admitted  the  question 
was  one  deserving  very  considerable 
consideration.  It  was  obvious  they  had 
now  obtained  an  experience  as  to  the 
relations  of  the  different  districts,  one 
to  another,  in  regard  to  the  amount  of 
work  to  be  done,  which  they  had  not 
before,  and  everyone  would  agree  it 
was  desirable,  as  far  as  possible,  to  dis- 
Mbnte  the  work  so  that  no  Judge  ^ould 
cover  a  district  in  which  there  was  really 
an  insufficient  amount  of  work  properly 
to  ooonp;  the  whole  of  his  judicial  time. 
This  qaestion  of  re-grouping  districts 
must,  ha  was  sure,  be  felt  to  be  oneof  oon- 
ndraable  diffieulty ;  because  when  they 
were  dealing  wiui  an  existing  Judge, 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  the  district 
in  which  he  was  now  working  for  a  long 
period,  they  could  not  approach  a  change 
as  easily  as  though  they  were  working 
new  ground.  It  was  not  easy  to  make 
a  change,  except  when  the  time  came 
for  a  change  in  the  Judge.  He  might 
say,  however,  in  regard  to  certain  dis- 
tricts in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, the  Lord  Chancellor  was  now 
considering  the  qaestion  of  re-arranging 
the  busineBS.  He  could  assure  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
that  the  matter  would  not  be  lost  sight 
of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  and  his  Colleagues  would  direct 
ihmr  attention,  as  far  as  possible,  to  re- 
arranging the  districts,  so  as  to  distri- 
hate  the  ooainess  in  a  better  and  more  eco- 
nomical manner.  There  was  one  matter 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  not  taken  into 
conuderation,  and  altiiough  it  was  very 
trifling,  he  desired  just  to  call  attention 
to  it.  With  regard  to  some  districts,  no 
doubt,  there  was  very  little  travelling  to 
be  done  by  the  Judges ;  but  in  conneo- 


tion  with  other  districts,  that  was  not 
I  the  case — it  was  necessary  for  the  Judge 
to  take  long  journeys  from  town  to  town. 
He  did  not  say  that  this  proposal  was 
universally  applicable ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
in  the  case  of  some  County  Courts,  a 
considerable  amount  might  be  added  to 
the  work  of  the  Judges  in  consideration 
of  the  small  amount  of  time  they  lost  in 
travelling.  No  doubt,  there  were  some 
districts  where  the  work  was  not  at  all 
sufficient  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Judge. 

Ma.  WABTOK  said,  he  thought  it 
right  to  call  attention  to  a  point  in  the 
discusnon  upon  which  some  correction 
was  needed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
always  put  cases  before  the  Committee 
with  clearness  and  force  ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  could  not  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  importauce  of  this  matter 
to  which  he  (Mr.  Warton)  was  about  to 
refer.  He  (Mr.  Warton)  had  had  con- 
siderable experience  of  County  Court 
Judges,  and  he  thought  it  was  hardly 
fair  to  look  merely  at  the  number  of 
days  on  which  they  sat.  The  Judges  of 
the  Superior  Courts  came  late  to  Court, 
and  rushed  away  early ;  whereas  County 
Court  Judges  came  early  to  Court,  and 
sat  late— he  had  over  and  over  again 
known  them  to  sit  until  7  or  8  o'dock 
in  the  evening.  He  (Mr.  Warton)  put 
it  to  the  Committee  whether  the  County 
Court  Judge  was  not  exercising  a  very 
wise  discretion  when  he  said  he  would 
rather  have  two  or  three  days  iu  one 
place,  when  all  persons  connected  with 
the  cases  were  ready,  and  all  witnesses 
were  in  attendance,  than  sit  for  a  much 
longer  time  going  leisurely  through 
the  business.  With  regard  to  travel- 
ling, there  were  many  cases,  paHicuIarly 
in  Wales,  where  there  were  long  dis- 
tances between  the  places  iu  which  the 
County  Oourt  was  held,  and  which  were 
visited  by  the  Judge  only  once  in  two  or 
three  montiiB.  In  these  oases,  as 
as  those  oases  where  the  places  were 
close  together,  it  would  be  desirable  for 
the  Judges  to  get  through  the  work  in  a 
more  business-like  way,  and  with  greater 
expedition  than  was  the  ciue  at  present. 
It  would  be  far  better  to  have  a  sitting 
over  in  two  or  three  days  than  to  have 
seren  days  occupied  over  it.  If  the 
County  Court  Judges  had  their  wits 
about  them,  they  would  endeavour,  if 
the  opportunity  were  given  to  them,  to 
sit  as  long  as  the  Judges  of  tii^  Superipr 
Courts,  but  to  sit  b^fteH:|,ylfes4«»gte 
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was  far  better,  both  for  tbenuelres  aod  , 
the  saiton,  to  ^et  good  long  daji,  and  , 
to  finish  the  hst  before  them,  rather 
than  to  spin  it  out  to  aa  inordinate 
length,   ihie  Judges  of  the  Superior  I 
Courts,  even  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  ! 
louDg^  into  Court  at  half -past  10  or  a 
quarter  to  11  o'clock,  and  were  anxious 
to  get  to  a  meeting  of  Judges,  say,  hy  a  1 
quarter  to  4  o'clock ;  but,  on  the  con- ' 
trary.  County  Court  Judges  were  in  the  I 
habit  of  sitting  to  7  or  8  o'dook  in  the  j 
evening.  The  latter  practice  was  highly  ! 
to  be  commended.   Many  judical  func-  j 
tionaries  did  not  by  any  means  perform 
a  sufficient  amount  of  duty,  and  it  was 
■omevhat  remarkable  to  hear  the  ex* 
presuons  of  opinion  which  were  given, 
sometimes  oomingfrom  very  high  sources, 
on  these  subjects.    It  was  remarkable 
to  observe  that  just  recently  a  Bill  had 
been  passed  to  relieve  from  a  certain 
portion  of  his  functions  a  judioial  func- 
tionary who  only  sat  160  days  in  the 
year.    He  did  not  consider  that  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  work  for  such  a  person 
to  perform.    On  this  point  he  was  quite 
sure  of  what  he  said,  and  he  should  not 
speak  with  such  confidence  if  he  had 
not  experience  of  many  County  Courts. 

Mb.  MOLLOr  asked  whether  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  was 
able  to  state  how  many  County  Judges 
held  the  double  position  of  Connty  Court 
Judge  and  Beotffder  ?  The  position  of 
Secorder  was  one  which  in  many  oases 
earried  with  it  no  emolument,  or  very 
little  emolument. 

The  SOMOITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hxrsohell)  :  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  a  County  Court  Judge  firom 
holding  the  position  of  Becorder. 

Mb.  MOJiLOY  asked  whether  some 
arrangement  could  not  be  made  by 
which  a  Judge,  when  he  obtained  his 
Judgeship,  might  be  given  to  under- 
stand that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
resign  the  position  of  Recorder  ?  As 
he  had  said,  the  emolument  in  many 
cases  was  not  a  matter  worth  much  con- 
sideration. In  some  oases  it  was  very 
small— in  Sandwich,  for  instance,  it  was 
only  some  £10  or  £15  a-year.  The 
position  of  County  Court  Judge,  to  which 
a  Beoorder  might  be  nominated,  was  a 
mnch  higher  one  of  the  two,  and  yet  in 
many  oasee  the  titular  position  of  Be- 
ootder  was  retained  in  addition  to  ihe 
Jndgesbip.  He  knew  amongst  members 
of  the  Bar  there  was  a  strong  feeling  of 
objection  to  the  present  system ;  and  it 
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was  generally  felt  when  a  Beoorder 
had  heen  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a 
County  Court  Judge,  he  ought  to  aban- 
don the  other  titular  position,  and  that 
the  Recorderships  vacated  in  that  way 
should  be  distributed  amongst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar,  who,  from  Uieir  posi- 
tion, were  entitled  to  some  recognition 
of  that  kind.  He  had  stated  that  the 
Becordership  of  Sandvich  was  only 
worth  some  £10  or  £15  a-year;  there- 
fore, it  could  not  be  said  that  the  title  of 
Becorder  was  retained  because  of  the 
addition  it  made  to  the  salary  of  the 
Connty  Court  Ju^e.  In  some  caaee, 
the  Omuitj  Court  Judges  received  sala- 
ries of  £1,600  a-year;  and,  seeing  the 
small  number  of  days  which  they  sat, 
he  did  not  think  it  right  that  they  should 
also  retain  the  Recordership  which  might 
bring  in  some  £200  or  £250  a-year.  Some 
explanation  oonld  be  given  of  the  short- 
ness of  the  sittings  of  some  of  the  County 
Court  Judges  by  referring  to  the  number 
of  days  occupied  in  their  situations  as 
Recorder.  When  the  fees  of  the  County 
Court  Judges  were  first  established,  it 
was  supposed  that  the  whole  time  of  the 
gentlemen  employed  in  that  capacity 
would  be  given  up  to  the  work,  and  it 
was  certainly  never  anticipated  that  any 
of  them  would  be  in  addition  receiving 
the  salary  and  discharging  the  functions 
of  Becorder.  On  the  broad  ground,  it 
seemed  only  fair  that  when  a  Recorder 
was  appointed  a  Connty  Court  Judge  he 
should  resign  the  former  titular  position 
for  the  benefit  of  other  members  of  the 
Bar.  He  (Mr.  Molloy)  had  been  re- 
quested to  bring  this  matter  forward  by 
a  large  number  of  barristers,  and  he 
placed  it  before  the  Government  hopin|f 
that  the  point  would  not  escape  their 
attention. 

SiB  WILLIAM  HABCOUBT  said, 
he  agreed  very  much  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  (Mr.  Molloy),  and  he 
would  call  the  special  attention  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  his  suggestion  in 
regard  te  the  Becorderships  held  by 
County  Court  Judges.  It  might  be  made 
a  condition  on  a  man  being  appointed  a 
County  Court  Judge  that  he  should  give 
up  his  office  as  Recorder, 

Vote  agrt0d  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed»  . 

"That  a  sum,  not  exoM^ipg  £8,i42>  be 
gnnted  to  Hsr  M^^^^H  ^S^^'gK?^ 
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Beoonwiy  to  defimy  the  Charge  whioh  will  come 
ia  oetine  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3Ist  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  £zpeneeE  of  the  Office  of  Land  Eegistry." 

Me.  AETHUB  ARNOLD  said,  the 
history  of  the  Land  Segistry  Office  was 
BO  weU  knoTn  that  he  need  not  detain 
the  Oommittee  more  than  a  minute  or 
tiro  in  mafcioff  the  Motion  with  regard  to 
it  which  stood  in  hie  name.  The  Office 
was  established,  as  the  Oommittee  were 
aware,  not  for  limited  distriota,  but  for 
the  whole  of  the  country,  and  to  carry 
out  Earl  Cairns'  Land  Transfer  Act  of 
1875.  The  failure  of  that  Act  had  been 
I<Hig  seen  and  well  understood,  and,  un- 
fortunately, it  was  a  proc^essire  failure. 
The  Act  continued  to  fail  more  and  more 
erery  year ;  and  he  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold) 
wished  particularly  to  impress  on  the 
Oommittee  the  &ci  that,  in  the  year 
1883,  the  failure  of  the  Act  seemed  to 
hare  reached  almost  the  lowest  possible 
depth.  Well,  he  was  able  to  state  that 
in  that  year  the  number  of  new  estates 
xsgistered  in  the  Office  of  the  Land 
S^gistry  was,  in  the  last  six  numths  of 
the  year,  two,  whilst  in  the  preceding 
six  months  it  was  four ;  so  the  total  num- 
ber of  no  w  estates  registered  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1 883  was  six.  When  he  stated 
tiiat  the  probable  number  of  transfers 
of  real  property  which  took  place  in  this 
eonntry  amounted  to  about  360,000 
a-year,  the  Oommittee  would  easily  un- 
derstand that  an  Office  which  was  regis- 
teriog  new  estates  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  annnm,  was  not  exactly  fulfilling  an 
important  Unction  in  the  State,  and 
not  giving  them  the  slightest  hope  that 
at  any  conceivable  period  they  would 
have  a  complete  Eegistry  of  Titles. 
It  would  be  seen,  firom  the  item  in  the 
Estimate,  that  the  Office  of  the  Land 
Begistry  at  the  present  moment  cost 
about  £1,000  for  each  new  estate  regis- 
tered. That  was,  probably,  the  greatest 
■oandal  in  the  whole  of  the  OiTil  Service 
Estimates ;  and  when  he  considered  the 
smooth  winds  used  not  long  ago  by  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  the  (SumcellOT  of 
tin  Kxcheqner,  who  was  a  master  of 
smooth  words,  in  informing  the  House 
that  he  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  made'  careful  investigation  of 
the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service  Intimates, 
and  that  they — probably  two  of  the  very 
aUest  administrative  servants  of  the 
Crown  connected  with  the  Treasury- 
had  been  unable  to  find  a  single  item 


on  which  they  could  recommend  a  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Expenditure — 
when  they  considered  these  smooth  words 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  all 
they  could  «iy  was,  that  it  was  very 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  Oolleaffue  had  not 
been  more  successful  in  their  search. 
He  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  certainly 
thought  they  might  have  recommended 
such  a  reduction  as  he  was  about  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  consider  this  evening. 
But,  before  he  advocated  that  reduction, 
he  would  allude  to  the  fact  that,  during 
the  present  Session,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney),  in  connection  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General,  had  introduced  a  Bill  pro- 
posing to  remove  the  Middlesex  Land 
Hegistry  into  the  Land  Begistry  Office. 
Now,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
been  distinctly  challenged  upon  that 
point.  He  had  been  asked  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Hastings  (Mr. 
Inee)  and  himself  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold) 
whe^er  the  Bill  proposed  to  effect  any 
economy  whatever  in  regard  to  Publie 
Expenditure?  The  hon.  Member,  un- 
less he  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  was  much 
mistaken,  was  silent  when  that  challenge 
was  made;  but,  at  all  events,  he  did 
not  give  a  hope  that  the  passing  of  the 
Biil  would  save  the  Public  Expenditure 
one  single  farthing ;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  holding  the  strong  opi- 
nion that  a  Begistry  of  Titles  was  what 
they  wanted,  and  not  a  Begistry  of 
Deeds,  he  had  opposed  the  shovelling  of 
the  Middlesex  Laud  Begistry  into  that 
Office.  It  appeared  the  Treasury  woidd 
have  given  the  countenance  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  that  transfer,  without  any 
proposed  improvement  of  the  system  of 
registry;  it  was  simply,  no  doubt,  an 
attempt  to  avoid  the  scandal  of  bringing 
forwMd  this  Vote  year  after  year.  He 
(Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  was  about  to  sug- 
gest another  and  more  equitaUe  method 
of  reducing  this  most  scandiUoiu  Tote. 
It  was  not  uncommon  for  ciril  servants 
in  tiiis  country,  when  there  was  an 
excess  of  work  in  tiieir  Departments, 
to  come  to  the  Government,  or  to  the 
Members  who  represented  them  in  Par- 
liament, and  ask  for  an  increase  of  pay. 
That  being  so,  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold)  to  be  oiJy  fair  and  just, 
that  when  in  thdr  Department  there 
was  absolutely  nothing  to       or  next 
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door  to  nothing  to  do,  the  civil  servants 
should  submit  to  a  reduction  in  their 
salaries.  He  thought  it  ought  to  have 
been  plain  to  those  two  Officers  of  the 
Treasury — namely,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury — when  they  entered  into  that 
very  careful  investigation  of  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  bad  referred,  that  they  could 
save  at  least  £2,000  a-year  in  connection 
with  this  Vote  by  reducing  the  salaries. 
Why  should  the  Chief  Registrar  of  this 
absolutely  abortive  and  wasteful  Office 
receive  £2,500  a>year?  No  doubt,  the 
gentleman  who  held  the  office  was  not 
to  blame.  It  must  be  admitted  that  it 
was  not  that  gentleman*s  fault  that  the 
office  was  practically  a  sinecure ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  certainly  did  eon- 
tend  that,  inasmuch  as  that  gentleman 
was  very  little  worked — in  fact,  that  he 
had  almost  nothing  to  do— be  should 
submit  to  a  reduction  of  his  salary.  Ho 
thought  the  Government  would  be  justi- 
fied, on  the  same  ground  on  which  they 
sometimes  granted  an  increase  of  pay 
to  civil  servants,  in  ordering  a  reduction 
in  this  case.  A  reduction  might  also  be 
made  in  the  case  of  nearly  all  the  ser- 
vants in  this  Office.  He  had  nothing 
personally  to  complain  of  with  regard 
to  these  gentlemen,  or  the  way  in  which 
they  performed  their  duties  ;  but  he 
certainly  thought  it  would  be  right  and 
just  to  aay  that  their  salaries  should  be 
reduced,  considwing  that  their  positions 
had  become  sineoares.  There  were  seven 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Office,  the 
total  salaries  of  whom  amounted  to 
£5,430.  It  would  be  perfectly  right 
and  just — nay,  more,  it  seemed  to  him 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasury — 
to  enforce  such  a  revision  as  he  had 
stated.  He  should  have  been  very  glad 
if  the  Government  had  displayed  a 
greater  disposition,  during  the  life  of 
the  present  Parliament,  to  promote  mea- 
sures of  Land  Law  Heform,  and  spe- 
cially to  promote  measures  making  the 
system  of  registration  of  titles  effective 
throughout  the  country.  He  complained, 
and  he  was  entitled  to  do  so,  that  this 
bad  not  been  done.  He  believed  that 
measures  had  been  promoted  in  this 
Parliament  of  far  less  value  to  the 
public  than  such  a  measure  would  have 
been.  He  admitted  there  had  not  been 
very  much  time  wasted  by  the  Govorn- 
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ment  with  regard  to  legislation ;  but, 
looking  at  the  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject, he  should  have  thought  preference 
would  have  been  given  to  it.  However, 
in  moving  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
the  sum  of  £2,000,  he  desired  not  only 
to  call  attention  to  the  urgency  of  re- 
form  as  to  this  matter  of  the  registration 
of  titles,  than  which  he  could  not  con- 
ceive a  reform  more  calculated  to  benefit 
the  public  at  large,  but  he  also  desired 
most  emphatically  to  express  his  own 
opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Gt>< 
vernment  to,  at  all  events,  reduce  the 
salaries  of  the  officials  in  this  Office.  It 
could  not  be  contended  that  a  man 
should  oontinae  to  receive  £2,500  a- 
year,  another  £1,500,  and  others  £400, 
£3o0,  £250,  and  so  on,  in  an  Office  in 
the  condition  of  the  Land  Begistry 
Office  ;  therefore,  on  the  grounds  he  had 
stated,  he  begged  to  move  that  the 
Vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £2,000. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,443,  bo 
g:nuited  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
□ecosaary  to  defny  (be  Chaise  which  will  come 
in  course  of  paytneot  daring  ths  yetu-  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  lS8o,  for  the  Salatias 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Land  Regiatry.'* 
— (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold.) 

Mb.  "W.  FOWLEE  said,  he  felt  very 
much  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  and 
other  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite on  this  question,  seeing  that  they 
had  to  support  a  Vote  which  was  practi- 
cally unsupported  elsewhere.  The  Com- 
mittee generally  must  feel  veiy  much 
for  gentlemen  who  had  given  up,  in 
order  to  accept  these  posts,  good  prac- 
tices— who  had  accepted  their  situations 
on  the  faith  that  they  would  continue  to 
receive  their  salaries.  It  was  extremely 
difficult  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  to  vote 
a  reduction,  and  he  (Mr.  "W.  Fowler) 
most  readily  admitted  it.  But  year  after 
year  they  had  heard  the  same  story  that 
nothing  was  doing  in  this  Office,  and  he 
did  not  know  what  his  hon.  Friends  had 
said  in  support  of  the  Vote,  or  could 
say,  except  that  which  he  had  just 
pointed  out — namely,  that  they  could 
not,  without  compensation,  take  away 
an  office  from  a  man  who  had  given  up 
a  large  practtco  and  very  good  prospects, 
to  fin  it.  But,  for  his  own  part,  he 
would  rather  give  a  man  handsome  com- 
pensation  than  require  him  to  remain  in 
a  place  of  this  kind.   It  was  a  great 
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pfty  for  gentlemen  like  these  to  have 
nottring  to  do,  and  to  be  obliged  to  go 
day  after  day  to  the  office.  [An  hon, 
Uehbeb  ;  The  Chief  Registrar  nerer 
goes.]  He  was  not  aware  of  that ;  but 
he  should  doubt  it  rery  much.  At  any 
rate,  he  would  suggest  to  the  hon.  G-en- 
tieman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
that  some  of  the  subordinate  officers 
should  have  some  other  work  given  to 
ti^em  to  do,  seeing  there  was  no  work 
for  them  to  discharge  in  connection  with 
their  own  department.  The  clerks,  for 
instance,  migfit  have  other  employment 
in  the  State  so  as  to  enable  them  to  earn 
tiieir  salaries,  so  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
eeesary  to  dismiss  them  altogether  from 
the  diril  Service.  Something  of  the 
Idnd  might  be  done.  The  question  was 
certainly  a  very  curious  one.  His  hon. 
FMend  (Mr.  Arthur AmoId)had pointed 
out  that  it  had  been  cousidered  by  Com- 
mittee after  Committee  and  Commission 
after  Commission,  and  yet  they  were  no 
nearer  a  satisfactory  conclusion  than 
they  ever  were.  They  had  gone  through 
the  process  of  appointing  a  highly- 
paid  gentleman  to  do  nothing,  and  that 
simply  because,  it  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  "W.  Fowler),  they  had  missed  al- 
together the  true  principles  on  which 
they  ought  to  have  acted.  He  thought 
they  would  never  have  a  Registry 
of  Deeds  worth  having  until  registra- 
tion was  compulsory,  not  direoUy  but 
indirectly  compulsory.  If  after  a  cer- 
tain date  no  transactions  affecting  land 
were  valid  unless  the  land  was  registered 
it  would  be  found  that  a  large  amount 
of  land  would  be  registered.  They  must 
import  something  in  the  way  of  indirect 
compnleion  if  they  expected  people  to 
goon  the  register?  AVny  shomd  a  man 
go  on  the  register.  He  knew  a  gentleman 
who  had  an  exoellent  title,  and  yet  it 
cost  bim  a  year's  rent  to  get  his  land 
registored,  and  very  sorry  indeed  he 
was  that  he  registered,  because  he  had 
to  pay  a  very  considerable  sum  for  what 
reuly  amounted  to  nothing ;  his  friend 
was  no  better  ofiF  now  than  he  was  when 
he  WAS  off  the  register.  If  a  man  did 
not  want  to  do  anything  with  his  land, 
he  conld  not  understand  why  registra- 
tion ehonld  be  neoessary.  If  they  made 
it  tile  law  that  a  landlord  could  not  sell 
his  land  or  mortgage  it  unless  it  were 
r^fistered,  they  would  soon  find  him  on 
the  register.  He  (Mr.  W.  Fowler)  knew 
there  were  people  who  denied  the  valae 
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of  registration  and  said  they  werejust  as 
well  off  without  it ;  but  he  thought  that 
if  there  was  a  renstration  of  tides  and 
not  of  deeds,  and  the  provision  he  had 
mentioned  was  the  law,  they  would  soon 
find  that  the  expense  of  inquiring  into 
titles  would  be  very  greatly  diminished. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  approved  of  a 
registration  of  deeds,  rather  than  of 
titles.  Now,  wheh  he  (Mr.  W.  Fowler) 
was  in  America,  he  inquired  as  to  the 
system  adopted  there.  He  found  that 
even  in  America,  where  transactions  in 
land  were  very  numerous,  but  not,  he 
supposed,  in  some  parts  as  numerous  as 
in  a  great  city  like  London,  the  experi- 
ence was  that  registration  of  deeds  led 
to  great  complication  as  to  indexes  and 
maps ;  indeed,  private  Companies  now 
registered  titles.  A  great  business  was 
carried  on  in  Baltimore  in  the  registra- 
tion of  titles  by  private  Companies,  be- 
cause the  public  system  was  so  imper- 
fect. He,  however,  thought  that  if 
there  was  in  this  country  a  proper  re- 
gistration of  titles,  the  difficulty  experi- 
enced in  America  might  be  avoided. 
His  impression  was  that  they  ought  not 
to  ask  a  man  to  register  an  indefeasible 
title.  Some  people  had  an  idea  that 
putting  land  on  the  register  would  not 
simplify  matters ;  because,  in  their  opi- 
nion, complications  began  to  arise  di- 
rectly they  got  on  the  register.  But 
the  Committee  had  not  now  to  decide 
all  these  details.  The  question  before 
them  was — What  should  they  do  with 
this  Yote ;  should  they  pay  this  money 
or  not  ?  He  should  certainly  listen  with 
great  curiosity  to  hear  what  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  TreasiUy 
(Mx.  Courtney)  had  to  say  in  defence  of 
the  Vote.  He  should  not  commit  him- 
self to  any  course  of  action  until  he  had 
heard  what  his  hon.  Friend  had  to  say ; 
but  he  protested  against  them  continu- 
ing, year  after  year,  the  sham  and  farce 
of  voting  £5,400  to  men  who  absolutely 
did  nothing  at  all.  He  thought  his 
hon.  Friends  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
were  ingenious  enough  to  invent  somo 
way  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty.  He 
should  be  glad  if  some  of  this  money 
could  beusedin  establishing  areal  system 
of  registration  if  they  were  to  have  one 
at  all.  The  present  system  had  proved 
to  be  an  utter  absurdity.  If  they  did 
register,  let  the  register  be  something 
worth  having.  Wha^the^hg|y^^. 
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iras  not  worth  having,  and  hft  did  not 
think  the  register  ever  would  be  worth 
having  if  they  stuck  to  the  idea  of  only 
r^^stering  indefeanble  titles.  He  could 
not  imagine  why  any  man  should  be  so 
stupid  as  to  go  on  the  register,  unless  he 
vas  going  to  divide  his  land  into  small 
lots.  He  earnestly  hoped  hishon.  IiViend 
(KCr.  Courtney)  would  be  able  to  tell 
them  something  which  would  get  them 
out  of  the  present  diffitnilty,  and  prevent 
them  going  through  the  process  of  again 
voting  this  large  sum  of  money  for 
nothing  at  all. 

Sni  HENEY  HOLLAND  said,  hehad 
hoped  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
bndge  (Mr.  W.  Fowler)  was  going  to 
remain  faithful  to  the  opposition  to  this 
Vote  which  had  been  expressed  by  hon. 
Members  who  now  sat  on  the  Qovern- 
meot  side  of  the  House ;  but  his  hopes 
were  somewhat  dashed  by  the  concluding 
observation  of  the  hon.  Member,  that 
he  trusted  the  Government  would  give 
Bome  satisfactory  explanation  which 
would  enable  him  to  vote  against  the 
proposed  redaction.  That  was  the  course 
taken  by  many  other  hon.  Members 
after  they  had  crossed  from  one  side  of 
the  House  to  the  other,  as  he  should 
presently  show.  He  would  not  now 
attempt  to  discuss  the  important  ques- 
tion of  the  registration  of  deeds  or  titles. 
That  had  been  argued  at  great  length 
in  that  House  for  years,  and  had  been 
reported  upon  by  Committees  and  Com- 
misaions,  and  would  not  now  be  properly 
discussed  in  the  few  observations  with 
which  he  would  trouble  the  Committee. 
He  would,  however,  express  his  entire 
concurrenoe  in  one  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  speech,  in  which  he  admitted 
that  if  the  Office  was  abolished  or  re- 
duced, compensation  must  be  awarded 
to  the  officers  who  had  done  their  duty 
faithfully,  and  given  effect  to  such 
powers  as  were  vested  in  them.  This 
was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
Public  Service,  for  good  men  could  not 
be  got  to  leave  their  professions,  un- 
less oompensation  were  to  be  awarded 
to  them  if  the  offi^  which  they  were  in- 
duced to  enter  was  abolished.  The  only 
alternative  would, be  to  offer  them  very 
largely  increased'  salaries,  which  the 
Committee  would  hardly  be  prepared  to 
grant.  But  this  altemattve  would  fail, 
in  his  opinion,  to  secure  good  and  able 
men.  He  would  prefer  to  face  the  com- 
pensation question  rather  than  keep  on 
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useless  Office  on  the  Yotes.  Certainly, 
the  history  of  this  Office  was  peculiar. 
In  1879  an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce 
the  salaried,  and  he  had  then  argu^ 
that  it  would  be  unfair,  without  notice,  as 
it  were,  to  take  such  a  stop,  though  he 
would  not  continue  to  vote  iar  it  vnlesa 
improved.  But  the  ^esmt  Seeretaiy 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  then 
in  Opposition,  would  not  hear  of  sudi  aa 
argument.  He  wanted  to  know  what 
the  House  was  sitting  in  Committee  for, 
if  salaries  could  not  be  altered  ?  He 
said  the  duty  of  the  Oommittoe  would 
be  a  force  if  this  argument  were  to 
apply;  and  his  name  appeared  in  the 
Division  List  for  the  reduction.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  expressed  much, 
the  same  view.  The  majority  was  only 
obtained  that  year  in  the  beUef  and  ott 
the  understanding  that  mora  work  would 
be  found  for  the  Office,  if  it  was  to  be 
continued.  But  then  came  the  change 
of  Government,  and  with  it  an  apparent 
change  of  opinion  and  votes.  It  was 
true  that  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exdiequer  still  held  that  the  constitutioa 
and  working  of  the  Office  was  unsatis- 
factory, and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  agreed ; 
but  they  voted  for  the  salaries.  In  I88I 
no  Division  took  place.  In  1683  again 
the  Office  was  attacked,  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  stated 
that  it  was  proposed  to  add  to  the  work 
by  adding  the  work  of  the  Middlesex 
Registry  Office  to  it.  In  1888  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  said  this 
attempt  had  failed ;  and  this  year  an- 
other attempt  had  been  mode  to  take 
the  same  step.  But  this  plan,  even  if 
sufficient,  had  not  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  House ;  and,  as  far  as  he  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  knew,  no  other  attraipt 
had  been  made  to  increase  in  any  other 
way  the  duties  of  the  Office.  And  dow 
the  Committee  were  asked  again  to  vote 
in  support  of  this  Office,  which  had 
been  proved  to  be  practically  useless. 
It  could  hardly  be  contended  tha^  at 
all  events,  some  considerable  nduotion 
might  not  be  made  in  it,  and  he  should 
support  the  proposed  reduction  as  a  pro- 
test against  this  oontinaed  waste  of 
money. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Cambridge  (Mr. 
W.  Fowler)  had  remarked  that  this 
Tote  was  insupportable  and  tlisp  im-' 
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mediately  ptooeeded  to  gire  an  argu- 
mont  in  support  of  it.  He  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) bad  to  point  out  that  the  gentleman 
who  took  this  Office  bad  enjojed  a  large 
pcactiioe  at  Uie  Bar  previous  to  his  ao- 
eeptanoe  of  the  post.  It  was^  tiierefore, 
xMh«r  imreuonahle  to  expect  that  a  re- 
duction of  salary  should  be  made  in  the 
cue  of  an  official  who  had  saerifioed  a 
large  practtoe  to  take  a  post  of  this  kind 
on  the  faith  of  Parliament,  eren  grant- 
ing  that  the  amount  of  work  at  preseot 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  Staff.  It  wns 
said,  however,  that  they  should  abolish 
the  Office  altogether  and  pension  the 
office-holders;  but  if  they  were  to  do 
that,  they  would  practically  make  up 
their  minds  to  do  without  land  registry 
altogether.  They  could  not  beep  those 
c^icials  at  the  Office  and  reduce  their 
aalariee,  on  the  faitb  of  which  they  were 
induoed  to  give  up  their  practice ;  and 
if  it  was  intnided  to  develop  this  Office, 
it  would  be  very  rash  and  very  false 
eocmomy  to  retire  them. 

Me.  HASTINGS  said,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  the  present  position 
of  the  Office  waa  very  little  short  of  a 
pnblie  scandal.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
tii«y  were  asked  to  vote  £5,000  a-year 
ioE  an  Office  which  really  did  no  work 
at  all.  Fersonally,  he  was  of  opinion 
it  would  be  bettor  to  develop  the  Office, 
if  posaible;  and  what  he  complained  of 
was  that  things  should  go  on,  year  after 
year,  in  the  same  make-shift  fashion. 
There  was  a  great  work  to  be  done  in 
registration,  and  this  Office  ought  to  be 
put  to  do  it.  Not  many  weeks  ago  he 
was  one  of  a  deputation  who  submitted 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  (Sir  Henry  James)  a  Me- 
morandum from  the  Law  Amendment 
Sode^  dealing  with  the  subject ;  and  he 
(Mr.  Haetinga)  thought  that  anyone  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  read  that  Ue> 
morandum  would  see  that  there  was  a 
great  work  to  be  done  in  connection 
with  land  registration.  There  had  been 
for  many  years  a  system  of  land  regis- 
tration in  force  in  the  whole  of  our  Aus- 
tndian  Ctdooies ;  and  he  believed  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  there  was  an  effort 
being  made  to  extend  the  system  to 
Canada.  The  system  had  been  ex- 
tended to  other  parts,  and  wherever  it 
had  been  put  in  force  it  had  proved  a 
great  sucuess.  What  he  and  others 
asked  was  that  the  Government  should 
turn  their  attention  to  the  subjeotj  and 


that  if  they  found  that  the  system  had 
not  succeeded,  or  was  not  applicable  to 
this  country,  they  should,  at  least, 
tell  Parliament  why  they  came  to  that 
oonolusion.  They  had  a  right  to  know 
why,  when  there  was  a  Land  Begistry 
Office  which  cost  £fi,000  a-year,  no  effort 
was  made  to  extend  to  England  the  sys- 
tem of  land  registration  which  had  con- 
ferred such  great  benefit  on  many  parts 
of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions.  He  had 
not  the  least  doubt  that  a  similar  land  re- 
gistration was  perfectly  feasible  in  this 
country,  all  the  more  feasible  now  that  a 
Cadastral  Survey  was  being  carried  out 
in  the  Kingdom.  The  whole  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  registration  vanished 
as  soon  as  that  Survey  was  made.  The 
question  of  Land  Law  Beform  was  really 
dependent  upon  thoroughly  good  land 
registration.  He  trusted  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  show,  in  some 
future  Session  of  Parliament,  that  they 
were  alive  to  the  question,  and  that  they 
would  endeavour,  either  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Torrens*  system  now  in  force  in 
Australia,  or  some  other  system,  to  give 
the  people  of  this  country  the  benefit  of 
land  registration. 

Mb.  GBEGOBY  said,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
whole  system  of  land  registration ;  but 
as  he  bad  been  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cambridge  (Mr.  \V.  Fowler) 
he  felt  bound  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 
He  might  say,  at  once,  that  he  was  in 
favour  of  a  registration  of  deeds,  and 
that  he  believed  the  failure  of  this  Office 
to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  an  Office 
for  the  registration  of  titles,  and  not  of 
deeds.  What  the  Government  could  do 
was  to  convert  the  Office  into  one  for  the 
registration  of  deeds,  and  of  that  he  waa 
entirely  in  favour.  The  Government  had 
iutroduced  a  Bill  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Lannceston  (Sir  Hardioge 
Giffard)  had  introduced  a  Bill  of  the 
same  character,  though  carrying  the  ob- 
ject somewhat  further.  Both  the  Bills  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  his  suggea- 
tioo,  adopted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  theTreasury  (Mr.  Courtney), 
was  that  they  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee.  In  the  event  of  those 
Bills,  or  either  of  them,  becoming  law, 
the  Office  would  be  necessary.  In  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  absurd  to  abolish 
the  Office  now ;  besides  they  could  not 
do  so  without  full  Gompeasationf  to 
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the  preBent  officials.  It  was  requisite, 
in  tne  public  interest,  that  they  should 
wei^h  very  carefully  such  a  step,  because 
it  was  erideut  that  no  one  would  accept 
an  Office  on  the  contingency  of  its  success 
or  failure.  It  was  quite  true  that  the 
present  Begistrar  had  given  up  a  very 
valuable  practice  to  take  the  Office. 
Under  the  oiroumstanoes,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold)  would  do  well  not  to 
press  his  Motion. 

Me,  AETHUR  ABNOLD  said,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  (Gregory)  had 
fallen  into  a  slight  error.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  Her  Majesty's 
GoTeroment  proposed  to  convert  the 
Office  into  an  Office  for  the  registration 
of  deeds.  That  was  not  the  cose.  Under 
the  Bill  of  the  GtovernmoBt,  the  Office 
would  remain  an  Office  for  the  registra- 
tion of  titles ;  but  there  would  be  a  re- 
gisteation  of  deeds  as  well  as  of  titles  in 
the  same  Office.  He  feared  that  would 
result  in  great  complication.  His  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  "Woroeater- 
ehire  (Mr.  Hastings)  bad  spoken  of  the 
development  of  the  Office ;  but  the  Office 
could  not  be  developed  through  the  pre- 
sent Begistrar.  He  desired  to  speak  of 
the  Be^strar  with  great  respect ;  but  he 
was  bound  to  saj  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  develop  the  Office,  and 
make  it  a  really  effective  registry  of 
titles  through  the  gentleman  who  now 
held  the  chief  Office.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  had  spoken  of  the  opinion  of 
Parliament  on  this  subject.  His  hon. 
Friend  had  laid  it  down  that  Parliament 
would  not  sanction  a  Bill  for  the  com- 
pulsory registration  of  titles.  Consider- 
ing that  that  was  the  only  Parliament 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  held 
Office,  it  would  only  have  shown  respect 
to  the  independence  of  private  Members 
if  he  had  not  ^ven  utterance  to  so  con- 
fident an  opinion.  The  opinion  of  this 
Parliament  had  never  been  taken  on  the 
subject.  A  proper  registration  of  titles 
to  land  was  absolutely  necessaiy  before 
there  oould  be  any  satisfactory  settle- 
m«it  of  Land  Law  Beform.  He  en- 
tertained one  deep  regret,  and  it  was 
that  that  great  lawyer,  Earl  Cairns,  was 
not  a  Liberal  statesman,  because,  in  that 
event,  he  was  persuaded  the  question  of 
Ijand  Law  Beform  would  not  have  been 
so  long  delayed. 

Mb.  BABBY  said,  that,  although  this 
Office  was  one  of  the  greatest  scandals  ^ 


in  tho  Civil  Service,  it  would  be  a  dis- 
tinct breach  of  faith  if  the  Committee 
were  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cials. He  regretted  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  had  no  pro- 
posal to  make  which  woiUd  put  an  end 
to  the  scandal.  Was  it  not  possible  te 
give  the  gentlemen  in  the  Land  BegUtiy 
Department  some  other  appmnfauent? 
There  were  a  large  number  of  appoint 
ments  in  the  Cinl  Service.  Surely,  in 
the  coarse  of  the  year,  opportunities 
would  be  found  of  placing  the  Land  Be> 
gistry  officials  in  positions  in  which  they 
would  earn  their  salaries.  It  was  very 
strange  that  the  Government  should  say 
they  were  utterly  helpless  in  this  matter. 
He  remembered  the  time  when  the 
sweets  of  Office  destroyed  the  appetite 
for  reform ;  but  in  this  case  it  seemed 
an  extremely  simple  matter  to  find  some 
other  work  for  the  officials  in  question. 
If  it  happened  that  in  one  department 
of  a  large  commercial  concern  there  was 
a  lack  of  work,  and  there  was  nothing 
whatever  for  the  tmphyh  of  that  de- 
partment  to  do,  the  common  sense  of  die 
managers  would  prompt  them  to  find 
work  for  the  tmployit  in  some  other  de- 
partment. He  put  it  to  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  why  com- 
mon sense  should  not  operate  in  this 
case,  and  employment  be  found  for  the 
officials  in  some  othw  branch  of  Ae  Civil 
Service. 

Me.  COUBTNEY  said,  the  Middlesex 
Land  Begistry  Bill  was  before  the  House^ 
and  under  that  Bill  a  great  deal  more 
work  would  be  thrown  upon  the  Office. 

Me.  BABBY  asked  if  it  was  likely 
any  change  would  be  made  in  the  imme- 
diate future  ? 

Mr.  COUBTNEY  said,  the  Middlesex 
Land  Begistry  Bill  had  been  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  and  the  whole  ob- 
ject of  that  Bill  was  to  put  the  Office  on 
a  different  footing,  and  give  it  additional 
work. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  sud,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Middlesex  Land  Begis^y 
was  altogether  a  great  mistake,  being 
a  registration  of  deeds  and  not  of  titles ; 
and  he  entertained  a  strong  objection 
to  hand  over  the  Land  Begistry  to  any 
such  body. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  said,  he  hoped  that 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold) 
would  divide.  The  second  reading  of 
the  BUI  referred  to  had  not  obtained  the 
assent  of  the  House  in  MaUty,  although 
it  had  done  MgiunaiiiUikjpQ^f^  was 
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perfectly  certain  the  measure  would 
neither  pose  this  year,  next  year,  nor 
tiie  year  after  that.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Knanoial  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
may  (Ifr.  Courtney)  rimply  ai^ed  to 
continue  this  sum  in  the  votes,  because 
it  was  intended  to  combine  with  the  Mid- 
dles^  Registry  another  useless  Office. 
Hie  own  opinion  was  that  it  was  objec- 
tionable, in  getting  rid  of  one  scandal, 
to  create  another  just  as  great.  He 
would  request  his  hon.  Friend  to  con- 
tinue his  opposition  to  the  Vote,  not- 
withstanding the  defence  of  it  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
whieh  was  retUly  not  of  the  slightest 
ralne. 

Question  put. 

Tlie  Oommittee  dividsd: — Ayes  32  ; 
Koes  41:  Uajonty  9.  — (Dir.  List, 
No.  179.) 

Oripnal  Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

(S.)  £18,690,  for  Berising  Barristers, 
£agland. 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
pMed, 

"Xhat  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £10,023,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necenarj'  to  defray  the  Ohai^  wnich  will  come 
in  ooone  of  pajment  dmiiig  the  year  endhig 
«at]i«91atda]rofUarcih  188fi,lor  theSalariei 
nd  Eapenws  of  the  Police  Coorts  oi  Jjondon 
and  Kwemess.** 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  said,  he  in- 
fended  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  upon  this  Vote,  as  a  protest 
against  the  chai^  for  the  London 
Police  Courts  being  thrown  upon  the 
Imperial  Exchequer.  The  cost  ou^ht 
to  be  borne  by  the  Local  AuthoHties, 
as  it  was  in  Manchestw,  Liverpool,  and 
other  towns.  If  the  London  Gorem- 
ment  Bill  had  passed,  the  Metropolitan 
Ooremment  would  have  had  to  meet 
the  charge  out  of  the  rates.  He  begged 
to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Vote. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  argue  against 
the  principle  of  the  proposal  of  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  FowlerJ,  because  he 
quite  agreed  with  it,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  the  charge  should  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  Metropolitan  rates.  But  his  hon. 
FHend  was,  above  everything,  a  prac- 
tical man ;  and  he  (Sir  William  Har- 
oourt)  would  ask  hia  hon.  Friend  what 
would  happen  if  he  succeeded  in  reject- 
the  Vote?  There  would  then  be 
ao  F<diee  Courts  in  Lonto,  and  no  one 


to  carry  on  the  administration  of  justioe. 
Under  the  cirenmBtances,  he  hoped  his 
hon.  Friend  would  not  ^ress  the  Motion 

to  a  Division.   

Mr.  Aldbmcan  W.  LAWRENCE 
said,  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H,  Fowler), 
in  moving  the  rejection  of  the  Vote, 
had  done  so  because  he  considered  that 
charges  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  Metropolis,  and  that  they  should 
not  come  out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 
The  objection  of  his  hon.  Friend  did 
not  apply  to  the  City  of  London,  because 
the  City  paid  for  its  own  Police  Courts. 
Those  of  the  Metropolis  outside  the 
City  had,  however,  always  been  paid 
for  by  the  country ;  and  if  a  charge  of 
this  nature  were  struck  out  of  the  Votes, 
it  must  not  be  foi^tten  that  the  Metro- 
polis paid  a  considerable  number  of 
diazges  out  of  the  local  rates,  such  aa 
the  rates  for  the  Boyal  Parks,  Palaces, 
the  Foreign  Office,  Home  Office,  Admi- 
ralty, War  Office,  Somerset  House,  the 
Barracks,  the  Tower  of  London,  the 
Post  Office,  and  other  public  buildings, 
which  ought  to  fall  upon  the  publio 
generally.  A  large  number  of  institu' 
tions  of  this  kind  were  spread  over  the 
Metropolis ;  and  if  they  were  rated  as 
other  property  was  for  drainage,  sanitaiy 
precautions,  and  for  the  poor  and  genend 
rates,  the  taxation  of  the  inhabitants  of 
London  would  be  considerably  relieved. 
At  present,  these  publio  buildings  es- 
caped from  contributing  their  fair  share 
to  local  taxation,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  the  Metropolis  had  to  pay  amuch 
larger  sum  than  it  ought  to  pay.  He 
had  very  little  doubt  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  London  pud  in  this  way  a 
much  lai^;er  sum  than  they  were  re* 
lieved  from  in  consequence  of  the  cost 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Conrts  being 
defrayed  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
Take  the  Fire  Engine  Establishments. 
A  small  and  inadequate  sum  was  contri- 
buted towards  their  maintenance  by  the 
large  Government  establishments,  al- 
though a  regular  sum  was  charged  upon 
every  other  description  of  property  for 
their  support,  and  the  Government  estab- 
lishments enjoyed  the  full  share  of  the 
protection  which  they  afforded.  The 
sum  paid  by  the  Government  towards 
local  taxation,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment establishments,  was  simply  ridicu- 
lous compared  with  Uie  value  of  the  pro- 
pttty  and  the  sorvioes  rendered^^natiia 
question  xaised  by  l£«  EaiL^^«asyM3ot~ 
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IWolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
Tos,  ooneequently,  a  very  large  and  im- 
portent  one.  He  (Mr.  Alderman  Law- 
rence) maintained  that,  at  the  present 
moment,  if  the  country  paid  its  fair 
•hare  of  ita  local  rates  on  account  of  the 
public  eBtablisfamenta  in  London,  they 
would  iLave  to  bear  a  much  larger  bur- 
den than  ibey  now  bore  for  the  expense 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Courts,  and, 
probably,  one  or  two  other  small  mat- 
ters. It  could  not  be  said  that  his  hon. 
Friend  had  brought  forward  any  argu- 
ments for  throwing  the  cost  of  these 
Courts  upon  the  ratepayers  of  London  ; 
and  he  understood  that  his  hon.  Friend 
Bimply  wished  to  take  a  dirisiou.  But 
it  was  impossible  to  allow  the  matter  to 
pass  altogether  without  notice,  because 
the  charge  made  amounted  to  an  alle^a- 
tiou  that  the  Metropolis  was  robbing 
the  country.  [An  hon.  Membeb  :  Cer- 
taioly.]  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
contended  that  the  Metropolis  paid 
much  more  than  Its  fair  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  publio  establishments.  It 
contributed  largely  towards  the  expense 
of  keeping  up  the  Soyal  Palaces  and 
Parks,  the  barraoka,  and  other  publio 
buildings,  and  much  m(nre  largely  than 
there  would  be  any  neceeeity  for,  if 
these  publio  establishments  paid,  as 
other  establisbxaents  were  obliged  to 
do,  towards  the  local  taxation  of  the 
Metropolis. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  said,  he  did 
not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  with  any  lengthened  remarks. 
The  question  was  a  very  simple  one, 
and  was  thoroughly  understood.  But 
after  the  peculiar  position  which  had 
been  taken  up  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Alderman  W.  Lawrence)  in  defence  of 
the  Metropolis,  he  desired  to  point  out 
that  the  arrangements  under  which  the 
CKtvemment  establishments  paid  local 
rates  did  not  apply  to  London  alone, 
but  to  every  borough  in  England.  In 
Manchester,  Leeds,  Birmingham,  and 
other  towns,  there  were  lai^  publio 
establishments,  as  well  as  in  London, 
and  the  same  arrangement  was  applied 
to  all  of  them.  He  should  be  quite 
ready,  whenever  the  day  came,  to  strike 
a  balance  between  the  Imperial  and 
local  expenditure.  He  did  not  antici- 
pate any  great  accession  of  Members  to 
the  Metropolis;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
that  whoever  might  be  sent  to  the 

-  Jfr.  AUntMm  W,  LawrtnM 


House  of  Commons  to  represent  the 
Metropolitan  constituencies  would,  as 
soon  as  they  woX  there,  endeavour  to 
protect  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers  of 
London  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  o£  the 
country.  At  the  same  time,  he  waa 
satisfied  that,  whenever  the  questioa 
was  raised  at  the  hustings  of  the  King- 
dom generally,  there  would  be  a  strong 
expression  of  opinion  that  Loudon  should 
bear  ita  own  local  burdens  exclusively, 
and  that  the  country  should  bear  theirs. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  had 
said  that  he  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  was  a 
practical  man.  He  was  obliged  to  his 
riglit  hon.  Friend  for  the  compliment, 
and  it  was  simply  upon  that  ground 
that  he  intended  to  take  issue  upon  his 
Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  Vote. 
No  difficulty  would  arise,  even  if  the 
Vote  were  rejected.  The  salaries  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Magistrates  were 
not  included  in  the  Vote,  but  were  pro- 
vided by  the  Consolidated  Fund.  The 
expenses  of  the  Courts  were  also  pro- 
vided for  until  next  October.  He,  there- 
fore, intended  to  take  a  division  as  a 
protest  against  the  present  state  of 
things.  It  the  Yote  were  rejected,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
would  at  once  bring  in  a  Bill,  which 
could  be  disposed  of  in  a  few  days,  im- 
posing upon  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  the  charge  that  was  necessary 
for  keeping  the  Police  Courts  of  London 
in  order.  He  was  not  at  all  sanguine 
that  he  would  be  able  to  carry  his 
Motion ;  but  he  should  certainly  take  a 
division  as  a  protest  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  London — he  would  not  use  the 
word  "  robbing,"  suggested  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  (Mr. 
Alderman  Lawrence) — but  confiscating 
the  property  of  the  country  for  the 
benefit  of  the  wealthy  ratepayers  of 
London. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  —  Ayea  50  j 
Noes  24  :  Minority  26.  —  (Biv.  List, 
No.  180.) 

(8.)  £279,875,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Metropolitan  Police. 

(9.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £968,298,  be 
gnuitfld  to  Her  Majestr,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Cham^whioh  wiU  come 
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in  oonrse  o(  paymont  during  tlie  year  ending 
on  the  81  Bt  day  of  March  1885,  for  certain  Ez- 
penwa  connected  Trith  the  Police  in  Counties 
■nd  Berow^i  in  £o^and  and  Wakt  and  with 
the  Polioaui  Soottand?' 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  had  given 
Xotice  some  days  ago,  chiefly  for  the 
information  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Uome  Department,  that  he  intended  to 
move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote.  He 
rose  now,  accordingly,  to  move  that  the 
Tote  bo  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £d,000 ; 
and  he  did  so  in  order  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  of  the 
Committee  to  some  circumstaQces  con- 
nected with  an  Orange  riot  and  fatal 
afi&ay  which  occurred  at  Cleator  Moor, 
near  Whitehaven,  in  the  County  of 
Cumberlaiid,  on  the  12th  of  the  present 
month.  He  would  state  in  a  few  words 
what  happened.  The  town  of  Cleator 
Moor  bad  a  population  of  about  10,000. 
It  was  the  centre  of  a  mining  dis- 
trict, and  one-half  of  the  population 
of  the  town  and  a  large  part  of  the  sur- 
rounding population  were  comprised  of 
persons  of  Irish  nationality  and  of  the 
lioman  Catholic  faith.  For  that  reason 
the  Orange  leaders  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land had,  until  the  present  year,  for 
some  years  abstained  from  holding  any 
of  their  national  meetings  or  festivities 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cleator  Moor;  but, 
unfortunately,  this  year  the  evil  oouusels 
of  Bome  of  the  local  leaders  resident  in 
the  town  of  Cleator  Moor  were  aUowed 
to  prevail,  and  a  desire  to  violate  the 
peace  of  the  town  and  to  insult  the 
Cathtdic  inhabitants  took  the  ascendancy, 
and  had  the  effect  of  counteracting  the 
prudent  course  which  had  hitherto  been 
taken.  It  was  resolved  to  hold  a  public 
meeting  this  year  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cleator  Moor.  There  were,  however, 
local  reasons  why  the  Orange  leaders 
should  have  avoided  holding  a  demon- 
stration in  this  particular  district ;  be- 
cause the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment would  remember  that  some  years 
ago  a  person  named  Murphy,  describing 
himself  as  a  convert  from  the  Boman 
Catholic  Church,  gave  a  series  of  public 
lectures,  and  issued  a  number  of  insult- 
ing handbills,  the  staple  of  his  lectures 
conaistiug  of  foul  and  exasperating  at- 
tacks npon  the  doctrines  of  the  Boman 
Gathtdio  Church.  At  last,  in  the  town 
of  WMtehaven,  this  person's  harangues 


produced  such  an  effect  that  a  serioui 

riot  occurred,  in  which  the  unhappy 
man  received  such  injuries  that  he  sub- 
sequently died  of  them.  This  event 
produced  an  excited  and  dangerous  state 
of  feeling  between  persons  of  different 
creeds  in  this  part  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
land; and,  therefore,  it  ought  to  have 
suggested  itself  to  those  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  Orange  demonstration 
on  the  12th  of  the  present  month  that  if 
they  desired  to  vindicate  or  advance 
Orange  principles  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land, they  ought  to  have  selected  a  dif- 
ferent place.  On  this  part  of  the  case 
he  thought  there  would  be  no  difference 
of  opinion.  He  now  came  to  conuder 
the  conduct  of  the  local  magistrates  and 
police  in  reference  to  this  meeting.  The 
Orange  Society  was  not  a  thing  of  yes- 
terday. Its  principles,  its  methods  of 
proceeding,  and  its  objects  were  well 
ascertained,  and  were  familiarly  known. 
They  all  knew  that  the  Society  had  been 
founded  for  the  purpose  of  commemo- 
rating certain  events  in  Ireland,  which 
had  had  the  effect  of  placing  the  Boman 
Catholic  people  of  that  country  for  more 
than  a  century  under  the  merciless  heel 
of  Protestant  ascendancy,  which  led  the 
way  to  those  Penal  Laws  which  formed 
the  most  diw'aceful  chapter  in  the  his- 
tory of  English  rule  in  Ireland,  and 
which  no  man  tn  these  days  attempted 
to  justify  or  defend.  To  go  no  further 
back  than  the  past  year,  the  magistratef 
and  the  police  m  the  North  of  England 
knew  well  what  had  been  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Orange  leaders  in  Ire- 
Und,  and  what  fatal  rMults  had  followed 
on  different  occanons  when  they  had 
assembled  the  Orange  Far^  together. 
They  knew  that  the  Orangemen  had 
been  told  to  keep  powder  in  their  re- 
volvers, and  not  to  fire  them  off  in  the 
gaiety  of  their  hearts,  nor  to  shoot  un- 
less they  had  somebody  in  front  of  their 
weapons.  They  knew  that  wherever 
the  Orangemen  had  assembled  in  Ire- 
land they  had  used  deadly  weapons ; 
that  they  had  used  them  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  (Sir 
Stafford  Northoote's)  visit  to  Belfast  and 
Dromore ;  on  the  occasion  of  Lord  Boss- 
more's  mock  heroic  demonstration  in 
Derry,  at  Bwslea,  and  at  a  public  meet- 
ing only  a  few  days  ago  at  Newry.  On 
all  those  occasions,  the  two  distinguish- 
ing features  which  marked  the  attempts 
made  by  the  Orangemen  against  wo, 
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livea  of  those  who  differed  from  them  in 
religious  creed  were,  first  of  all,  the 
fnmdouB  deadliness  of  the  attempt  to 
take  away  human  life;  and,  secoadlj, 
the  oowardliness  of  t^ose  who  made 
them.  Thej  planted  themselves  on  the 
roofs  of  houses,  or  concealed  themselves 
behind  walls,  or  wherever  they  could 
find  a  safe  ambush,  and  then  made  a  de- 
liberate attack,  with  deadly  weapons, 
upon  the  lives  of  their  opponents.  They 
knew  what  had  happened  in  the  county 
of  Tyrone.  Only  the  other  day,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  holding  of  a  peaceful  and 
perfectly  legal  meeting,  the  Orangemen 
poured  in  from  distant  places  carrying 
Backs  full  of  revolvers.  Their  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  prevent,  by  intimidation  and 
acts  of  violence,  the  citizens  from  exer- 
cising their  Constitutional  rights ;  and 
as  th^  persistently  refused  to  obey  the 
orders  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with 
the  execution  of  the  law,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace,  the  Oonstebulary 
found  themselves  obliged  to  ^eot  them 
from  the  scene  b^  force  of  arms ;  and  in 
the  pursuit  one  misguided  youth,  brought 
in  from  a  distance,  met  with  his  death 
at  the  hands  of  the  police.  This  having 
been  the  prelude,  and  these  being  facts 
that  were  familiar  in  the  minds  of  every- 
one in  the  country,  he  respectfully  sub- 
mitted that  when  the  members  of  the 
same  Orange  Society,  distinguished  in 
Ireland  by  their  violence  and  lust  of 
blood,  notified  their  intention  of  holding 
a  public  meeting  on  English  soil,  and  of 
transferring  these  violent  and  fatal  feuds 
to  this  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
magistrates  and  of  the  police,  who  were 
paid  under  the  present  Vote,  to  take 
special  steps  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the 
peace.  That  was  his  first  contention— 
namely,  that  if  the  magistrates  had  no 
information,  further  than  their  know- 
ledge, of  the  notorious  purposes  and 
methods  of  the  Orange  Society,  as  proved 
by  recent  events  in  Ireland,  and  empba- 
aiEcd  by  debates  in  that  House,  of  their 
Own  motion  they  ought  to  have  taken 
steps  to  prevent  the  loss  of  life  or  any 
violation  of  the  law.  But  the  magistrates 
of  themselves  did  nothing.  The  next 
step  in  his  argument  was  that  the  magis- 
trates and  the  police  were  fruitlessly 
moved  to  take  eflfective  action.  The 
Catholic  priest  of  Cleator  Moor,  the  Eev. 
Father  Burchall,  went  before  the  bench 
of  local  magistrates  and  informed  them 
ol  his  desire  to  swear  an  information. 

Mr,  Btxton 


that  he  apprehended  a  breach  of  the 
peace ;  that  an  Orange  meeting  oould 
not  be  held  in  the  midst  of  an  excited 
pe<^le  without  great  duiger;  and  that 
he  had  reliable  information  that  l^e 
Orangemen  were  instructed  to  attend 
the  meeting  armed.  Surely,  the  magis- 
trates ought  not  to  have  needed  sueh 
information,  after  the  firing  at  Newry 
and  the  successful  use  of  revolvers  at  Bro- 
more.  But,  far  from  accepting  the  state- 
ment of  the  Eev.  Father  Burchall,  far 
from  permitting  him  to  lay  the  informa- 
tion he  desired  to  make,  the  magistrates 
took  no  action  whatever  in  regard  to  his 
statement;  and  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  claimed 
that  in  treating  with  disregard  and  con- 
tempt  the  appeals  of  a  gentleman  who, 
by  his  position,  by  his  local  knowledge, 
by  his  Interest  in  the  people,  and  uie 
high  responsibilitiee  of  his  sacred  office, 
was  entitled  to  peculiar  considerationt 
were  guilty  of  a  gross  dweliotion  of 
duty.  The  Ber.  Father  BomhaU  did  not 
atop  with  the  police  and  the  magistrates. 
He  wrote  to  tiie  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo 
Department ;  and  if  it  was  necessary  to 
fix  the  date  of  the  fruitless  appetd  to  the 
magistrates,  it  must  have  been  at  least 
a  week  before  the  unfortunate  man, 
Xumelty,  lost  his  life,  because  the  letter 
to  the  Home  Secretary  was  written  on 
the  8th  instant,  at  least  a  oouple  of 
days  after  the  application  to  the  magis- 
trates. Having  failed  in  his  applica- 
tion to  the  magistrates  on  the  8th  of 
July,  Father  Burchall  posted  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  it  was  only 
several  days  after  the  fatal  affray  took 
place  that  the  fact  became  known.  As 
soon  as  it  came  to  his  (Mr.  Sexton's) 
knowledge,  he  questioned  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  imd  it  was  not  nntu  he  did 
so  that  the  right  hon,  Q«ntleman  made 
any  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  that  a 
letter  had  been  addressed  to  him  by 
Father  Burchall.  The  ri^t  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  that  it  was  received  at  the 
Home  Office  on  the  9th — that  was  to 
say,  that  the  Home  Office  had  at  least 
three  full  days,  if  they  believed  the  in- 
formation of  the  Catholic  priest  of  Clea- 
tor Moor,  for  taking  effective  steps  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  and 
the  prevention  of  loss  of  life.  He  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  re- 
ceived that  letter  on  the  9th ;  who 
opened  it ;  who  read  it,  and  what  be- 
came of  it?  Why  was  no  ooiuwtakeiK 
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upon  it  ?  Was  it  opened  by  some  subor- 
dinate clerk  ?  Was  it  tossed  aside  by 
Bom«  earel^  official,  or  did  it  only  come 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa's  know- 
ledge when  Henry  Tumelty  was  lying 
dead  with  an  Orange  bullet  through  his 
brain  ?  The  right  non.  Gentleman  said 
tiiat  it  would  hare  made  no  difference  if 
the  letter  of  Father  Burohall  had  reached 
his  hwkda  in  due  course.  [Sir  William 
Haboottbt  assented.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  nodded  assent.  Surely,  if 
the  letter  had  come  to  his  knowledge  on 
the  9th,  it  would  have  been  within  his 
competency,  and  would  have  been  part 
of  his  duty,  as  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State  for  Great 
Britain,  to  have  suggested,  at  least,  to 
the  magistrates  of  Cleator  Moor  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  obtain  information,  to 
ascertain  if  the  fact  was  well  founded, 
that  the  Orangemen  proposed  to  attend 
the  meeting  armed ;  and,  if  so,  that  they 
ware  caQed  upon  to  exert  their  powers 
as  oonservators  of  the  public  peace  for 
the  protection  of  life.  He,  therefore, 
held  it  to  be  a  most  calamitous  circum- 
stance, whatever  the  cause  of  it  might 
hare  been,  that  the  letter  of  Father 
Bmohall,  received  on  the  9th,  in  r«Fer- 
ence  to  a  danger  apprehended  on  the 
12th,  had  become  submerged  in  the  Oor- 
Tespondence  of  the  Home  Office,  and  was 
only  brought  to  light  when  the  fatal 
event  had  occurred.  The  Home  Office 
did  not  listen  to  Father  Burchall.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  reply  to 
him ;  the  12th  of  July  arrived,  and  the 
Orangemen,  to  the  number  of  1,500, 
appeared  on  the  scene,  having  been 
mostly  conveyed  by  special  train  from 
TariouB  parts  of  the  county.  They  were 
decorated  with  the  regalia  of  the  Order, 
and,  accompanied  by  bands  and  banners, 
they  marched  to  the  place  of  meeting. 
Now,  however  trifling  it  might  appear 
to  be  to  Englishmen  who  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  internecine  wars  in 
^tilaadf  &e  mottoes  upon  these  banners 
were  of  the  most  exasperating  type ;  the 
Orangemen  themselves  were  armed  with 
swords  and  pikes,  conspicuously  dis- 
played, while  most  of  them  carried  hid- 
den, but  loaded,  revolvers.  They  came 
with  a  deadly  purpose  in  their  hearts, 
and  that  murder  was  their  intention  from 
the  ontset  oould  be  made  clear  by  their 
condaet  from  the  earliest  moment ;  be- 
caaee,  on  passing  the  Roman  Catholic 
oboseb,  wheve  religions  services  at  the 


time  were  proceeding,  instead  of  behav- 
ing themselves  as  men  would  behave 
who  were  desirous  of  avoiding  all  wanton 
acts  of  provocation,  they  uttered  all  man- 
ner of  offensive  cries,  and  played  insult- 
ing Party  tunes.  The  playing  of  Party 
tunes  might  seem  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman a  trifle;  but  to  Insh  Catholics 
they  brought  to  remembrance  attacks 
upon  their  personal  Hberty,  and  of  a  long 
series  of  outrages  npon  an  unoffending 
people.  The  Orangemen,  as  he  had  said, 
uttered  exasperating  cries,  and,  having 
proceeded  to  the  place  of  meeting,  deli- 
vered speeches  of  the  usual  character. 
The  meeting  being  over,  they  left  the 
field,  and  returned  to  the  town  towards 
the  railway  station,  along  a  route  about 
a  mile  in  length.  On  several  occasions 
when  the  Orange  Societies  in  Ireland 
had  issued  placards,  the  Government 
had  decided  that  they  were  not  to  be 
abridged  in  their  rights,  and  police  were 
collected  in  considerable  numbers  to  pro- 
tect them.  At  Dromore  there  had  been 
a  meeting  of  the  same  description  as 
that  at  Oleator  Moor,  and  there,  also,  a 
lai^e  numbw  of  OaUiolios  opposed  the 
aggressive  tactics  of  the  Orange  Parly. 
The  whole  of  the  circumstances  were,  to 
a  large  degree,  analogous  to  those  at 
Oleator  Moor.  The  Executive  assembled 
800  Oavalry,  200  Infantry,  and  a  force 
of  police,  all  of  whom  were  employed, 
not  to  separate  opposing  crowds,  but  to 
render  a  collision  impossible.  Did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  tell  the 
Committee  that  a  body  of  men  were 
likely  to  be  able  to  march  through  the 
streets  of  a  town  carrying  swords  and 
spears  without  a  probability  of  blood- 
shed ?  "What  the  police  at  Oleator  Moor 
ought  to  have  done  was  to  have  in- 
structed the  Orangemen  to  take  a  dif- 
ferent route  to  the  station,  and  so  have 
prevented  a  collision.  This  was  how  the 
fatal  collision  occurred,  according'  to  the 
rejport.  The  Orange  Party  were  armed 
with  pistols,  swords,  and  spears ;  they 
were  dressed  in  the  Orange  costume, 
carried  flags  and  banners,  and  were  ac- 
companied by  bands  of  musio.  One  of 
the  Orangemen  thrust  a  flag  in  the  faces 
of  some  of  the  crowd,  whereupon  the 
opposing  crowd,  consisting  of  about 
6,000  people,  rushed  in  on  the  Orange 
Party;  several  blows  were  struck,  and 
the  encounter  resulted  in  the  death  of 
the  boy  Tumelty.  The  police  only  num- 
bered 45,  instead  of  500  or  .1>000,  and 
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they  eontented  themBelves  with  walking 
in  the  rear  of  the  procession,  allowing 
the  colliaion  to  take  place,  the  peace  to 
be  broken,  and  life  to  be  taken;  and 
now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  argued 
that  the  police  should  be  acquitted,  be- 
cause, after  the  collision,  and  after  life 
was  taken,  and  after  dangerous  wounds 
had  been  inBicted  upon  several  persons, 
they  separated  the  parties.  He  main- 
tuned  that  the  collision  ought  to  have 
been  absolutely  prevented,  as  was  fre- 
quently done  in  Ireland.  The  course 
token  by  the  Irish  Executive  for  pre- 
venting collisions  in  Ireland  was  far 
more  intdligent  than  that  pursued  by 
the  English  police.  The  general  e£fect8 
ot  the  methods,  and  purposes,  and  acts 
of  the  Change  Society  were  sufficient  to 
have  caused  the  magistrates  to  have  pro- 
vided a  special  force  of  sufficient  strength 
to  prevent  a  collision.  In  the  second 
place,  the  local  magistrates,  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  Hev.  Father  Burchall,  ought 
to  hare  invited  htm  to  lay  an  informa- 
tion, and  on  his  doing  so,  and  swearing 
that  the  Orangemen  would  come  armed, 
they  ought  to  have  considered  whether  it 
was  their  duty  to  prevent  the  meeting. 
In  the  third  place,  it  appeared  that  some 
of  the  officials  were  guilty  of  the  most 
grave  and  deplorable  neglect  of  duty  in 
allowing  the  solemn  letter  of  the  priest, 
who  wrote  with  a  view  of  pr^rving  the 

Eublio  peace,  and  of  preventing  loss  of 
fe,  to  remain  unnoticed  for  a  week. 
Further,  the  polioe  ought  to  have  pro- 
vided a  sufficient  force  to  prevent  the 
two  crowds  coming  together,  and  instead 
of  allowing  the  excited  Orangemen  to 
^  along  the  high  road  until  they  came 
into  collision  with  the  Catholics,  they 
should  have  directed  them  to  go  by  some 
other  route,  or  else  should  have  com- 
pelled the  Roman  Catholic  orowd  to  keep 
back.  With  regard  to  the  matter  of 
arrests,  it  was  clear  that  the  Orangemen 
were  the  only  Party  armed,  and  that 
they  alone  gave  deliberate  provocation ; 
the  Catholics  were  victims  of  Orange 
ferocity ;  and  ^et  the  energy  of  the 
police  was  ir<mically  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that  they  arrested  five  or  six  of  the 
Orange  Party,  but  subsequently  arrested, 
at  d  o'clock  in  the  morning,  six  or  seven 
of  the  Catholics,  whom  they  took  out  of 
their  beds.  He  threw  upon  the  Qovera- 
XDent  the  responsibility  of  ttie  violent 
deathof  this  unfortunate  youth  Tumelty ; 
^nd  fbr  the  vindication  of  justice  against 
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those  who  caused  his  death,  and  inflicted 
wounds  upon  other  persons,  he  begged 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£6,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £963,298,  b« 
granted  to  Her  Majestv,  to  complete  the  som 
necessary  to  defray  the  '(^ige  which  will  oorae 
in  course  of  payment  dnring  the  year  eadin^ 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  eertain 
Expenaea  eonnscted  with  the  Police  in  Counties 
ana  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  and  witb 
the  Police  m  Scotland."— (if r.  Sexton.) 

Sia  WILLIAM  HAECOUET:  I  am 
obliged  to  speak  upon  this  subject  with 
more  reserve  than  ue  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton);  because,  althouEh 
he  has  stated,  with  great  confidence,  the 
facts  of  this  case,  which  are  now  nece^ 
sarily  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Courts  of  Law,  I  cannot  take  the  same 
licence  that  he  has  taken.  With  regard 
to  the  history  of  this  matter,  I  shallnot 
offer  any  plea  in  vindication  of  these 
wretched  Party  processions.  I  could 
give  no  encouragement  to  Party  proces- 
sions, especially  to  those  which  are  em- 
bittered by  the  odium  theohgicum,  which 
are  the  worst  of  all.  All  I  have  to  do 
in  the  matter  is  to  consider  whether 
these  processions  are  unlawful  or  not. 
When  I  first  came  to  the  Home  Office  I 
found  a  tradition  well  established  in 
that  Office— a  very  sensible  tradition. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that,  in  England,  we 
have  little  trouUe  with  Party  proces- 
sions, except  those  which thehon. Member 
has  called  Irish  religious  procesuons. 
They  do  not  involve  English  antagonism 
of  feeling ;  but  in  Liverpool  and  Glas- 
gow, and  some  other  towns,  these 
Orange  processions  have  given  a  great 
deal  of  ^uble  and  caused  riots ;  and  I 
found  that  the  Law  Officers  had  laid 
down  the  doctrine  that  if  an  information 
were  sworn  that  a  procession  was  likely 
to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  the 
magistrates  should  declare  such  proces* 
sion  to  be  unlawful.  That  was  a  good 
and  swsible  doctrine,  I  thought,  and  I 
wished  it  had  turned  out  to  be  the  law. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  law  does  not  al- 
ways turn  out  to  be  as  we  could  wish ; 
and  this  doctrine — which  served  us  very 
well  in  regard  to  Salvation  Army  dis* 
turbances,  which  have  sometimes  ap- 
proached in  severity  Orange  riots,  for 
we  had,  with  good  effect,  advised  the 
magistrates  that  when  th^  thought 
there  would  be  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
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they  shonid  put  a  stop  to  these  meetlngfl 
"by  proclamation  —  this  doctrine  the 
Oourta  of  Iaw  decided  could  not  be  sus- 
tained, and  that  magistrates  had  no 
]power  to  proclaim  such  meetings.  From 
that  moment  the  situation  became  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  local  magistrates. 
When  the  magistrates  anticipated  a  row, 
and  had  only  a  small  force  of  polios 
th^  did  not  taow  what  to  do  when 
there  was  a  gathering  of  the  Salvation 
Army  and  tho  Skeleton  Army.  I  regret 
that  state  o£  things  rery  much.  With 
regard  to  these  occurrences  at  Cleator 
Moor,  I  must  say  that  I  think  the 
Orangemen  were  foolish  to  go  to  Cleator 
Moor;  but  the  hon.  Member  seems  to 
think  that  the  magistrates  ought  to 
hare  declared  their  meeting  unlawful ; 
but,  after  the  decision  of  the  Courts  of 
Xiaw,  the  magistrates  could  not  have 
undertaken  to  declare  the  meeting  un- 
lawful. The  hon.  Member  says  the 
meeting  should  have  been  declared  un- 
lawful, because  the  Orangemen  were  to 
cany  arms ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  the  mere  possession  of  arms  on 
the  part  of  those  going  to  a  meeting 
coDstitate  an  .unlawful  meeting.  Wil£ 
respect  to  the  Ber.Father  Burohall,  wliat 
vas  it  that  he  asked  the  magistrates  to 
do?  He  asked  them  to  prohibit  the 
meeting,  and  he  asked  me  to  do  so.  Why 
did  he  ask  this?  Because  he  knew  that 
his  own  flock  would  attack  the  Orange- 
men. He  did  not  believe  the  Orange- 
men had  brought  these  arms  with  the 
intention  of  using  them ;  but  he  knew 
that  the  Catholic  Party  would  be  so 
offended  that  they  would  attack  the 
Orangemen.  That  is  an  exactly  similar 
case  to  the  case  of  the  Salvation  and 
Skeleton  Armies.  In  some  cases  the 
friends  of  the  Salvation  Army  have  said 
that  they  knew  that  if  the  Army  held  a 
meeting  the  Skeleton  Army  would  attack 
them ;  but  the  magistrates  hare  held 
that  tiie  Salvationists  were  not  to  be 
treated  aa  aggreseorB,  because  the  Skele- 
ton Army  were  likely  to  attack  them. 
That  is  exactly  the  case  here.  The 
Orangemen  arrived  on  Cleator  Moor.  I 
have  no  doubt  they  were  absurdly 
dressed,  and  may  have  carried  absurd 
emblems;  but  if  they  had  been  left 
alone  no  harm  would  have  been  done. 
As  to  their  having  these  arms  with 
them,  this  is  not  a  case  like  the  Derry 
riots,  in  which  Orangemen  are  armed  to 
tttack  other  people.   If  Hie  Orangemen 


had  been  left  alone,  nothing  would  have 
happened,  and  nobody  anticipated  that 
anything  would  happen.  The  Catholica, 
howerer,  were  determined  to  attack  die 
Orangemen.  The  hon.  Member  saya 
that  the  magistrates  despised  the  warn- 
ing of  the  Ber.  Father  Burohall,  and 
did  nothing ;  but  there  he  was  alto- 
geUier  misinformed. 

Ms.  SEXTON :  He  told  the  magis- 
trates that  he  desired  to  awear  an  infor- 
mation. 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOUET:  He 
wanted  to  swear  an  information  that  he 
was  under  the  impreesion  that  the  meet- 
ing would  lead  to  a  disturbanoe ;  but 
the  magistrates  told  him,  that  it  was  of 
no  use  to  swear  an  information,  because 
they  could  not  prevent  the  meeting. 
The  hon.  Member  is  wrong  in  supposing 
that  the  magistrates  did  nothing.  The 
magistrates  thought  the  matter  a  very 
grave  one,  and  gathered  together  45 
police  constables.  The  hon.  Member 
may  not  think  that  a  lai^  foroe.  The 
ordinary  force  in  that  district  would  not 
have  been  more  than  half-a-dozen  con- 
stables ;  bat,  on  this  occasion,  they  had 
the  Chief  Constable  on  the  root,  anA 
magistrates  rea^  to  read  the  Biot  Act, 
if  any  disturbanoe  occurred.  Therefore, 
so  far  from  their  having  neglected  the 
warning  of  the  Rev.  Father  Burchall, 
they  expected  that  something  serious 
might  take  place,  and  they  collected  a 
large  force  of  police.  I  very  much  re- 
gret that  the  rev.  gentleman's  letter 
to  me  should  have  been  treated  in  what 
must  appear  to  him  a  discourteous  man- 
ner. I  do  not  like  to  throw  the  blame  on 
other  people,  but  would  rather  take  it 
upon  myself.  What  happened  was,  that 
the  letter  was  put  into  the  letter-box  by 
my  Private  Secretary.  When  I  get  a 
number  of  letters,  those  which  I  do  not 
answer  myself  are  answered  by  my  Se- 
eretaxy;  and  others,  which  I  have  not 
time  to  dispose  of,  are  pnt  into  the  box 
to  be  dealt  with  b^  him.  By  some  error 
— -ftod  I  should  wish  it  to  be  supposed 
to  be  my  own,  rather  than  someone 
else's— it  was  imagined  that  I  had  seen 
this  letter,  and  on  the  day  after  that  it 
arrived  I  found  it  endorsed — "Seen  by 
the  Secretary  of  State."  Ifl  had  thought 
that  the  neglect  of  that  letter  had  pro- 
duced any  serious  consequences,  I  should 
be  the  first  to  confess  it ;  but  it  pro- 
duced no  such  effect.  I  will  say  at  once 
what  I  ehonld  have  answered.-  I  should 
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have  said  that  I  was  sorry  that  Mr.  Btir- 
obaU*8  application  for  tho  stoppage  of  the 
meeting  could  not  be  granted  ;  because 
the  law  had  declared  that  the  magistrates 
oould  not  prevent  such  a  meeting,  but 
that  I  would  forward  the  letter  to  the 
magistrates,  although  I  observed  that 
he  had  already  written  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  myself.  I  oould  not  hare  instructed 
them  as  to  what  force  to  send,  or  u  to 
what  they  were  to  do.  So  much,  there- 
fore, for  my  part  in  this  matter.  But  I 
am  prepared  to  maintain  that  the  ma- 
gistrates acted  perfectly  properly  in  the 
matter.  They  got  together  all  the  con- 
stabulary they  could,  and  the  force  was 
one  which  was  competent  to  deal  with 
the  cme.  The  magistrates  were  there 
ready  to  read  the  Blot  Act ;  but  it  was 
not  necessary  to  do  that,  because,  after 
the  first  collision,  the  police  overpowered 
the  mob.  Therefore,  the  magistrates  did 
collect  a  sufficient  force  to  deal  with  the 
matter;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
unfortnnate  fact  that  the  Orangemen 
were  armed,  nothingserious  would  have 
taken  jdaoe.  But  I  cannot  allow  this 
matter  to  be  treated  entirely  from  a  one- 
sided point  of  view.  The  Orangemen 
may  have  been  very  foolish ;  but  the 
Oatholics  were  totally  unjustiSed  in 
attacking  them  with  stones.  They  were 
foar  times  the  strength  of  the  Orange- 
men. The  hon.  Member  says  that  the 
Orangemen  were  the  aggressors,  and 
gave  the  provocation ;  but  what  provoca- 
tion 13  proved  ?  One  man  thrust  a 
flag  in  the  faoee  of  some  others.  That 
is  a  thing  which  happens  every  day  or 
so ;  but  it  would  not  justifiy  6,000  men  in 
attacking  another  party.  That  is  a  thing 
which  happens  at  every  election,  and 
for  a  mob  of  6,000  men  to  throw  stones 
at  another  party  for  such  an  act  is  a 
proceeding  totally  nnjnstifiable.  To  talk 
of  thrusting  a  flag  in  the  faces  of  several 
people  as  a  serious  provooatiou  and  as  a 
justification  of  an  attack  of  the  kind 
which  took  place  in  this  case  is  unrea- 
sonable. Therefore,  I  cannot  say,  much 
as  the  ooourrenoe  is  to  be  deplored,  espe- 
oially  the  death  of  this  boy,  who  took 
no  part  iu  the  truieaction,  that  the  ma- 
gistrates were  to  blame.  What  does  the 
hon.  Member  say  ought  to  be  done  in  a 
case  of  this  kind  ?  He  says  the  GKivem- 
ment,  or  the  magistrates,  ought  to  have 
summoned  a  force  of  800  or  1,000  men. 
But  that  is  totally  impossible.  In  Ire- 
land, where  thet«  is  a  constant  state  of 
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semi-civil  warfare  going  on,  there  are 
plenty  of  police  available  ;  but  in  Eng- 
land we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  having 
1,000  men  constantly  ready  to  deal  with 
a  Salvation  Army,  or  a  Skeleton  Army, 
or  with  processions  of  Oatholioe  or 
Orangemen.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "]  A  small 
body  of  poUoe  is  quite  snfficieot  to  deal 
with  diaturbanees,  and  it  cannot  be  h^ 
that  whenever  a  row  is  expected  900 
men  are  to  be  gathered  togetner.  This 
is  really  introducing  into  England  from 
Ireland  ideas  with  which  we  are  not 
familiar.  I  cannot  condemn  the  magis- 
trates on  this  account.  As  far  as  I  can 
see,  they  acted  with  prudence,  and  col- 
lected an  adequate  force,  and  very  soon 
put  an  end  to  the  difficulty,  although  an 
unfortunate  shot  produced  a  fatal  result. 
No  serious  charge,  therefore,  I  think,  is 
to  be  brought  against  either  the  magis- 
trates or  the  police.  And  now,  what  has 
taken  place  since  ?  I  wrote  to  t^e  mu^s- 
tratea  teUing  them  that  the  proper  tmnft 
to  do  was  to  get  hold  of  the  principu 
offenders  without  partiality,  and  that 
they  have  done.  They  have  been  aotire 
in  arresting  the  ringleaden  on  both 
sides.  The  hon.  Membn  says  that  only 
one  Party  was  guilty,  and  that  that  was 
the  Party  which  it  appears  was  attacked. 
The  Orangemen  had  attacked  nobody. 
The  whole  row  arose  from  the  Catholics 
attacking  theOrangemen.  [Mr.  Sextow: 
No.]  The  hon.  Member  may  say  No; 
but,  BO  far  as  the  facts  are  stated  in  the 
Papers  we  have  received,  there  was  no 
attack  with  the  exception  of  this  waving 
of  flags  in  somebody's  face.  We  do  not 
in  England  call  waving  a  flag  in  a  man's 
face  an  attack.  If  a  man  waves  a  flag 
in  my  face,  I  do  not  call  it  an  attack, 
and  I  should  not  feel  justified  in  throw- 
ing stones  at  him  in  consequence.  If  a 
man  waves  a  flag  in  another  man's  face, 
and  the  other  man  throws  a  stone  back, 
I  should  call  the  man  who  threw  the 
stone  the  attacking  paHrf .  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  the  magisbrates  have  been  per- 
fectly impartial  in  endeavouring  to  seize 
all  the  leaders  who  were  g^lly  of  vio- 
lence on  this  occasion.  Whetiier  one 
party  was  more  in  the  wrong  or  used 
more  violence  than  the  other  must  be 
decided  before  the  tribunal  before  which 
the  case  must  come.  But  I  do  not  see 
that  the  hon.  Member  has  made  out  any 
case'against  the  magistrates  or  the  police. 

Mr.  FABNELL  said,  that  however 
the  right  hoQ.  Qentlemaa-  opposite  (Siy 
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WilliuD  Haroourt)  might  anppoie  that 
h»  had  made  out  his  case,  be  had  not 
made  it  oat  with  regard  to  one  point  on 
wUoh  he  chiefly  relied — namely,  that 
the  magistrates  had  no  legal  power  to 
jwoclftim  the  meeting  in  question.  He 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  un- 
dnly  under-estimated  the  proceedings  of 
tlie  Orangemen  on  that  day,  and  also  the 
grarity  of  that  movement,  whioh  ap- 
peared to  have  1>eea  transferred  from 
Ireland — having  been  put  down  by  the 
magistrates  in  ^at  conntry — and  to  have 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  himself.  He  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  was  sorry  to  listen  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman,  beoause  he 
ooold  not  help  thinking  that  it  would 
be  taken  by  Orangemen  as  an  in- 
direct incitement  to  continue  these  de- 
plorable proceedings.  That  was  not  the 
first  time  in  whioh  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  had  taken  the  side  of  the  ag- 
gressor in  attacks  upon  Boman  Oatho- 
lics  hj  Orangemen  in  England.  He 
(Mr.  Pamell)  reooUeoted  that,  in  1882, 
an  English  village  was  cleared  out  of  the 
whole  of  its  Irish  population  under  oir- 
camatanoeg  of  great  barbarity  towsu^ 
tiieee  unfortunate  people.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  on  tke  oocasion  in  question, 
in  his  remarks  in  that  House,  did  as 
much  as  he  could  to  excuse  the  doings 
of  the  malefactors,  and  to  render  the 
poeotion  of  the  Irish  labouring  popula- 
tion etill  more  difficult  with  regard  to 
earning  their  bread.  Now,  he  protested 
against  the  tone  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlranan'e  speech,  and  lie  believed  it 
would  lead  to  further  proceedings  of  the 
same  character  on  the  part  of  Orange- 
men. It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
these  wore  not  all  Iriahmen — they  were 
chiefly  E^lishmen.  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  was  good  enough  to  aay  that 
he  would  not  retg^rd  the  waving  of  a  flag 
in  his  face  as  any  provooation  to  him ; 
but  tiie  mere  waving  of  a  flag  was  not 
what  took  plaoe  on  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion. According  to  the  Beport  of  the 
Chief  Constable  of  the  district,  whioh  had 
been  read  out  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  in  the  House  a  few  nights 
ago,  the  disturbance  commenced  in  this 
way — One  of  the  Orangemen  thrust  a 
flag  in  the  faces  of  some  of  the  crowd. 
Jt  was  well  known  that  flags  were  at- 
taohed  to  poles,  the  ends  of  which  pro- 
jected several  indies,  if  not  a  foot, 
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beyond  the  drapery  which  composed  the 
flags.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ever  had  a 
flag  thrust  in  his  face — that  was  to  cay, 
whether  he  had  had  a  pike  thrust  in  bis 
face ;  but,  if  so,  he  (Mr.  Pamell)  was 
inclined  to  think  that  be  would  have 
been  very  much  disposed  to  gain  pos- 
session of  the  flag-staff,  and  r^aliate  in 
kind,  and  that  he  would  not  treat  the 
occurrence  with  such  levity  as  he  had 
done  that  evening.  But,  entirely  apart 
from  the  question  as  to  who  commenced 
the  disturoance,  although  from  the  Be- 
port of  the  Chief  Constable  there  could 
be  no  manner  of  doubt  about  that,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  hod  received  full 
warning  by  letter  from  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Burohal],that  the  Orangemen  intended  to 
go  to  Cleator  Moor  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  character  of  which  the  loew 
magistrates  had  also  full,  due,  and 
timely  notice  from  the  same  source.  He 
was  inclined  to  ask  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemen  present,  with  the  greatest 
respect  to  the  Secretarv  of  Stato,  whe- 
ther a  prooesaion  armed  with  revolvers^ 
and  known  to  be  armed  with  reTolvers 
and  other  weapons,  was  not  an  illegal 
procession  ;  and  whether  it  did  not  con- 
stitute an  illegal  assembly?  The  decision 
whioh  was  given  by  the  Courts,  and 
quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
other  day,  was  with  regard  to  an  illegal 
assembly  of  an  entirely  dififerent  cha- 
racter, because  it  had  reference  to  an 
assembly  of  persons  not  armed ;  but  a 
number  of  men  proceeding  in  a  dis- 
ciplined body  with,  deadly  weapons  in 
their  j^ossession,  and  vowing  their  deter- 
mination  to  use  those  weapons,  as  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr,  Sexton)  had  described, 
and  going  out  of  their  way  to  meet  per- 
sons upon  whom  they  might  use  them— > 
euoh  persons  could  not  be  held  to  con- 
stitute a  peaceable,  orderly,  or  legal 
assembly,  and  aa  an  iileg^  assembly 
there  was  aunly  some  power  in  tiie 
Secretary  of  State  to  have  pndiibited 
it.  And  he  wished  to  draw  attention 
to  another  question.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  asked  some  days 
ago,  before  this  occurrence  took  place, 
wnether  a  constable  oould  not  arrest, 
search,  and  take  proceedings  against 
any  persons  whom  he  supposed  to 
be  carrying  a  revolver  without  a  li- 
cence ? 

8iE  WILLIAM  HAECX)UBT:  Th» 
hon.  Member  is  mistaken;  L-do  not  ib« 
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member  any  Baob  Question  being  pat 
to  me. 

Mb.  FAHNELL  :  If  it  was  not  asked 
of  the  right  hon.  Q-entleman,  it  was 
asked  of  one  of  his  OoUeagues  and  the 
replj  was  that  the  constable  had  the 
power  to  do  that. 

Sifi  WILLIAM  HAEOOURT  :  I 
think  the  answer  must  have  been  that, 
in  case  of  suspicion  of  intent  to  do 
bodily  harm,  a  constable  would  have 
power  to  arrest.  That  would  be  the 
more  legiU  form  of  answer. 

Kb.  FASNELL  said,  he  did  not  think 
there  was  anynnalifieation  in  tlie  case 
in  question,  ae  should  be  within  the 
remembrance  of  the  Committee,  who 
could  correct  him ;  and  if  his  memory 
aerred  him  aright,  he  believed  the  Ques- 
tion put  was  with  regard  to  the  carrying 
of  arms  without  a  licence  simply  as  a 
breach  of  th.e  Excise  Law,  and  that  the 
answer  was  that  any  person  could  search 
or  take  proceedings  against  a  person 
whom  they  suspected  of  carrying  wea- 
pons contrary  to  the  Excise  Law.  Well, 
then,  the  carrying  of  revolvers  without 
licences  involved  a  breach  of  the  Excise 
Law.  The  magistrates  were  warned 
that  this  assembly  of  Orangemen  were 
going  to  carry  deadly  weapons;  and, 
moreover,  on  their  march,  they  flourished 
some  of  these  within  sight  of  the  police. 
He  submitted  that,  undjar  the  law,  even 
supposing  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  out  his  contention— that  it 
was  impossible,  under  the  recent  decision 
of  the  Courts  in  1881,  for  the  magis- 
trates or  Uie  Home  Office  to  stop  these 
processions — he  submitted  that,  under 
the  law,  it  was  possible  for  the  police  to 
have  surrounded  the  procession,  and  for 
them  to  have  arrested  and  disarmed  the 
people,  carrying  these  weapons  as  was 
done  in  Ireland  under  the  ordinary  law, 
when  people  were  searched,  and  revol- 
vers taken  from  them  in  saokf uls.  That, 
he  said,  was  the  plain  course  which 
ought  to  have  been  followed  ;  it  was  a 
course  which  would  have  prevented  loss 
of  life,  and  it  was  a  course  which  could 
have  been  taken  within  the  law.  Surely, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  did 
m>t  mean  to  say  that  he  regarded  the 

Srospeot  of  processions  and  meetings  of 
irasgemen  in  England  with  eqiuuiimity. 
Was  that  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intended  to  convey  to  the  Committee  7 
Beoaose  he  would  have  to  faoe  tiie  ques- 
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tion  what  would  be  done  on  the  other 

side.  Bid  the  Govemment  suppose  that 
the  other  side  could  not  buy  revolvers 
as  well  as  Orangemen  ?  Did  they  sup- 
pose that  when  the  next  procession  which 
came  into  an  Irish  distirict  in  England, 
where  a  vast  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion were  Irish,  that  the  latter  would 
wait  for  the  Orangemen  to  shoot  them 
down  ?  That  seemed  to  be  the  idea 
which  underlay  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gent lemau.  [  Criea  of  "  No,  no ! "] 
Well ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  offered  those  people,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, no  hope  of  protection ;  he 
declared  that  the  law  was  powerless  to 
assist  them,  which  was  equivalent  to 
saying  that  they  must  protect  them- 
selves. Now,  he  had  pointed  out  th« 
way  in  which  processions,  either  of 
Orangemen  or  of  Irish  Nationalists,  if 
they  took  to  the  use  of  arms,  which  the 
latter  had  never  done  either  in  Ireland 
or  in  England,  could  legally  have  their 
arms  taken  from  them.  If  those  arms 
could  not  be  legally  taken  from  them 
in  the  way  he  had  pointed  out,  he  should 
he  glad  if  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
his  superior  legal  knowledge,  would 
point  out  the  way  in  which  it  was  pos- 
sible to  prevent  persons  attending  these 
meetings  and  prooessions,  when  there 
was  rsason  to  believe  they  had  deadly 
weapons  in  their  possession.  He  pre- 
tended to  no  legal  knowledge  in  this 
matter  himself,  and  he  had  only  given 
the  reply  of  a  responsible  Minister  to  a 
Question  recently  put  to  him  in  that 
House.  He  asked  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman whether  it  was  not  possible  to 
direct  the  magistrates  to  take  some  steps 
such  as  he  bad  indicated,  the  next  time 
a  procession  of  the  kind  went  into  their 
district,  whether  Irish  Nationalists  or 
Orangemen,  when  there  was  reason  to 
suppose  that  they  had  deadly  weapons 
in  their  possession,  would  be  stopped; 
and  whether  those  who  carried  such 
weapons  in  defiance  of  the  Excise  Law 
would  be  deprived  of  them?  It  seemed 
to  him  that  both  the  magistrates  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  the  matter 
entirely  within  their  own  power,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no 
excuse,  on  the  ground  of  the  failure  of 
the  law,  to  supply  him  with  the  necea- 
sary  means  for  this  purpose.  Well,  he 
wished  to  go  a  little  further,  and  ho 
would  say  this— the  Secretary  of  State 
seemed  to  think  that  thwe  was  an  axousa 
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for  tbe  resort  to  deadly  weapons  oo.  the 
oooasion  in  quostioo,  because,  as  he  had 
&ll^fed,  aa  assaaU  had  been  first  com- 
mitted by  the  National  Party  on  the 
Orangemen,  by  the  throwing  of  some 
stones.  He  (ftfr.  Farnell)  had  shown 
by  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  Constable 
that  the  assaalt,  legally  and  morally, 
first  came  from  the  ranks  of  the  Orange- 
men. However,  passing  that  by,  he 
eontended,  notwithstandtng  the  stata- 
ment  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
no  man  waa  jastiSed  in  resorting  to  the 
nse  of  deadly  weapons,  anlesa  he  sup- 
posed that  his  own  life  was  in  danger. 

Snt  WILLIAM  HABCOTJRT:  The 
boa.  Hembef-  mast  have  misapprehended 
me.  I  never  intended  to  convey  any 
Buch  impression.  Far  from  it ;  I  am  of 
opinion  that  such  conduct  is  most  im- 
proper, and  most  to  be  condemned.  But 
I  will  say  no  more  upon  the  subject, 
because  the  matter  is  under  investiga- 
tion. 

Mb.  FARNELL  said,  he  was  bound 
to  defer  to  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  accepted  it  fully, 
and  to  the  utmost  extent;  but^  certainly, 
the  impression  made  by  his  statement 
Uie  other  day  upon  his  mind  was  such 
M  he  had  described.  But  he  wished  to 
Toterate  that  nobody  was  entitled,  even 
under  oiTCumstanoes  of  great  provooa- 
ti<m,  to  resort  to  deadly  weapons,  except 
for  tiie  purpose  of  protecting  his  own 
Kfe,  and  when  he  fully  believed  that  he 
would  lose  his  life  if  he  did  not  do  so. 
He  believed  that  was  the  law ;  and  he 
b^eved  the  result  of  these  proceedings 
would  be  to  show  the  Orangemen  that 
they  were  not  entitled  to  resort  to  the 
use  of  deadly  weapons,  even  though 
children  might  hiss  them,  or  oven  throw 
atones  at  them.  He  should  be  glad  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State,  or  some  other  Minis- 
ter, a  statement  on  thispoint.  He  would 
repeat  that  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  produced  a  most  unfavourable 
impression  on  his  mind.  The  right  hon. 
0«aitleman  had  his  hands  sufficiently 
fan  of  Salvation  Army  riots,  and  other 
discnderly  proceedings,  without  incurring 
additional  riots  of  an  Orange  or  Na- 
tionalist oharaeter.  The  right  hon. 
Omtleman  might  depend  upon  it  that  if 
a  little  firmness  were  displayed  the  whole 
thing  would  be  put  down.  Immediately 
the  Irish  Bxeoutive  used  the  powers 
vhieh  Aej  had  for  dealing  with  such 


business  in  Ireland  the  whole  thing 
melted  away  like  snow  before  the  sun. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  allow  that  wretched 
religious  antagonism  to  come  to  a  head 
in  this  country.  He  submitted  that  the 
Irish  labourers  and  artisans  living  in 
England  and  Scotland,  who  were  toil- 
fully  earning  their  living,  were  entitled 
to  some  protection  from  the  law.  In 
the  days  when  they  first  came  over  to 
England,  driven  by  famine  from  their 
native  country,  th^  were  treated  as  out- 
oast^  and  not  entided  to  the  considera- 
tion ^ven  to  their  fellow-men.  But 
that  time  had  gone  by,  and  be  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  would  not 
allow  the  condition  of  things  to  be 
repeated  under  which  these  unfortunate 
men  had  dragged  out  their  existence. 
Poverty-stricken  they  might  be,  many 
of  them  without  education  ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment should  remember  that  the 
pover^  and  other  evils  which  surrounded 
them  in  England  were  due  to  English 
misgovemment  of  Ireland  in  times  past. 
He  submitted  that  these  people  had  a 
special  claim  on  the  Government  for 
protection,  and  that  the  Government 
should  see  that  its  duty  lay  in  affording 
them  that  protection  by  putting  an  end 
to  the  infamous  attacks  to  which  they 
had  been  subjected. 

Sib  WIIJSaM  HAKOOUKT  said, 
he  desired  to  make  a  few  remarks  in 
answer  to  the  moderate  and  reasonable 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
Itish  popnlation  in  this  country  deserved 
all  the  protection  which  oould  be  given 
to  them  by  Parliament  and  by  the  Go- 
vernment. England  derived  great  ad- 
vantage from  their  labour,  which  con- 
stituted a  considerable  portion  of  the 
national  wealth,  and  they  were  entitled 
to  quite  as  much  protection  and  con- 
sideration from  the  Government  as  any 
other  part  of  the  population.  He  should 
deeply  regret  if,  nolding  the  scales  as  it 
were  between  the  two  Parties,  any  words 
of  hie  oould  be  considered  as  giving  the 
smallest  encouragement  to  that  bitter 
feeling  which  he  thought  tite  Orange- 
men had  displayed  towards  their  oppo- 
nents on  the  occasion  in  question.  He 
repudiated  the  idea  of  such  a  thing, 
which  he  believed  would  be  productive 
of  considerable  evil  in  England,  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.   The  hon.  Member  for 
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the  City  of  Cork  had  suggested  several 
ways  in  which  this  matter  could  be  dealt 
with.  He  asked  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  con- 
sidered the  present  state  of  things  satis- 
faotoiy.  His  (Sir  "William  Harcourt's) 
answer  to  that  was,  that  he  thought  it 
most  unsatisfactory,  inasmuch  as  it 
placed  the  population  and  magistrates, 
in  towns  where  there  was  not  an  over- 
powering bod^  of  police,  in  an  almost 
helpless  position  on  occasions  such  as 

these.   

Mb.  sexton  :  Wonld  not  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  "War  send  a  regiment, 
if  application  were  made  by  the  magis- 
trates ? 

SiE  WILLTAir  HARCOTJET  said, 
that  was  a  last  resort ;  not  one  to  be  used 
every  day.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  had  it  been  deemed  necessary  to 
do  so,  would  have  been  able  at  once  to 
place  a  military  force  at  the  disposal  of 
the  magistrates,  there  having  been  a 
force  at  Carlisle.  But  he  did  not  think 
the  present  state  of  the  law  satisfactory, 
and  he  would  very  much  like  to  establish 
what  he  believed  would  be  a  beneficial 
change  in  it — namely,  that  the  magis- 
trates should  have  power,  upon  well- 
foanded  apprehenuon  of  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  to  prevent  such  breach  of  the 
peace.  He  had  believed  that  power 
already  existed;  but  the  Judges  had 
recently  decided  otherwieo,  and  he  was 
quite  willing  to  introduce  a  Bill  de- 
claring that  to  be  the  law.  He  knew 
there  might  be  a  certain  amount  of 
jealousy,  on  the  ground  that  this  power 
might  be  used  to  prevent  legitimate 
meetings ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that 
result  would  follow.  In  his  opinion, 
the  magistrates,  where  the  police  force 
was  not  overpowering,  and  where  the 

Eablic  peace  was  endangered,  should 
ave  this  power.  Such  was  the  remedy 
he  proposed.  But  as  to  the  remedy 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Oi^  of  Cork,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  efficient.  In  the  Brst  plaoe,  the 
Excise  Law  could  do  nothing  as  against 
the  pikes ;  and,  secondly,  it  comd  do 
nothing  against  persons  who  had  an 
Excise  lioenoe,  because  any  man  oould 
get  a  licence,  and  he  should  not  wonder 
if  these  people  had  Excise  licences  at 
the  time  of  the  occurrence.  Therefore, 
he  did  not  think  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Member  would  be  effectual.  He 
•ntirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 

jSu*  William  Saramri 


ber  that  it  was  not  becanse  people 
were  attacked  that  they  were  justified  in 
using  firearms.  Such  an  act  was  meet 
cowardly  and  monstrous.  But  he  did 
not  wish,  seeing  that  the  case  was  before 
the  proper  tribunals,  to  say  moro  upon 
this  subject  than  that  he  deeply  deplored 
what  had  taken  place,  and  that  he  hoped, 
from  what  had  been  said  that  evening, 
that  lie  should  be  encouraged  in  intro- 
ducing a  measure  to  give  power  to  the 
Iiooal  Authoritaea  to  prevmt  meetings 
when,  there  was  a  well-founded  appre- 
hension of  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

SiE  E.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
agreed  with  much  that  had  fallen  from, 
the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  tlie  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department.  He 
had  himself,  in  former  times,  been  placed 
in  a  position  of  some  difficulty,  under 
circumstances  similar  to  those  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  that  even* 
ing.  They  were  not  accustomed  to  see 
these  disturbances  in  England  as  they 
were  in  Ireland ;  they  were  happily  un- 
known here,  and  he  need  not  say  how 
deeply  he  regretted  that  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  demonstration  on  either  side 
should  have  ocourred  which  tended  to 
produce  a  breach  of  the  peace.  The 
magistrates  in  this  country  were  really 
in  a  very  difficult  position  under  suoa 
(arcnmstanoes,  because  they  very  often 
had  not  at  their  disposal  sufficient  phy- 
sical force  to  help  them  in  case  of  dis- 
turbance. But  the  reason  was  obvious ; 
because,  as  he  had  remarked,  it  was  not 
the  habit  of  the  people  in  this  country  to 
Lave  such  meetings ;  they  did  not  want 
them,  and  when  they  did  occur  it  was 
on  special  occasions  only.  He  had  taken 
much  pains  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  what  had  occurred  at  Cleator  Moor, 
because  he  was  naturally  largely  con- 
cemed  and  interested  in  an  event  which 
had  taken  place  in  a  county  adjacent  to 
his  own.  Before  concluding,  he  desired 
to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  judgment  and 
excellent  qualities  of  the  Qiief  Constable 
in  the  district,  than  whom  he  believed 
there  was'no  officer  who  more  thoroughly 
knew,  or  more  consotentiously  acted  up 
to,  his  duty.  He  was  also  bound  to  say 
that  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Seoretaiy  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  with  reference  to 
legislation  on  this  subject  were  worthy 
of  the  fullest  consideration ;  and  he 
begged  to  assure  him  that  any  Bill 
which  he  might  bring,  forward  for 
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sftrengthening  the  hands  of  raagiBfrates 
in  dtreotion  indicated,  should  receive 
Ids  Gonscientions  attention,  quite  irre- 
■pectiTe  of  Party  views.  No  one  oould 
deplore  more  than  he  did  the  growing 
oustom  of  carrying  arms,  and  he  should 
indeed  be  glad  to  see  a  stop  put  to  it ; 
for  the  danger  connected  with  the  prac- 
tice in  large  towns,  politically  and  other- 
wise, was  extremely  great.  Finally,  the 
remarks  made  upon  this  practice  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Pamell),  were,  in  his  opinion,  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  House  and  of 
the  country,  and  he  trusted  sincerely 
that  they  would  be  acted  up  to  in  thetr 
i^rit. 

Mb.  WILLIS  said,  he  was  sorry  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  had 
not  condemned,  with  all  the  authority  of 
Ilia  position,  the  conduct  of  those  per* 
sons  in  Oumberland  which  had  brought 
this  calamity  on  the  district.  It  was 
tme  'ttie  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  con- 
demned the  spirit  shown ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Willie)  failed  to  hear  any  condemnation 
of  the  men  who  had  weapons  in  their 
possession  for  the  purpose  of  shooting 
down  those  who  interfered  with  them. 
There  was  no  justification  for  their  carry- 
ing weapons  for  any  such  purpose  ;  and, 
although  it  was  well  known  that  arms 
were  at  one  time  carried  by  English 
gentlemen,  and  although  the  Bill  of 
Rights  recognized  the  right  of  carrying 
arms,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  law 
had  ever  sanctioned,  or  recognized,  the 
right  of  a  man  to  carry  mnus,  with  the 
intention  of  nstttg  them  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  Ufe  in  case  another  person  inter- 
fered with  him.  This  assembly,  having 
been  armed,  was,  in  his  opinion,  an 
unlawful  assembly  from  the  flrst.  When 
the  Orangemen  went  out  with  the  inten- 
tention  of  using  these  weapons,  in  case 
they  were  assailed,  they  acted  unlaw- 
fiilly ;  and,  although  he  was  opposed  to 
anything  that  womd  interfere  with  the 
right  of  public  meeting,  properly  so 
cfdled,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  magis- 
trates putting  down  every  meeting  as- 
sembled under  the  circumstances  de- 
scribed. He  was  sorry  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
had  not  said  that  any  |person  having  a 
weapon  in  his  possession,  and  being 
leedy  to  use  it  if  assaulted,  was  guilty 
of  murder,  if  he  happened  to  kill  any- 
one.    The  right*  hon.  GenUeman,  he 
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thought,  dissented  from  that  view.  If 
he  (Mr.  Willis)  accidentally  had  a  re- 
volver in  his  possession,  and  hastily  used 
it,  if  he  were  assaulted,  the  killing  of  a 
man  under  these  circumstances  would 
only  be  manslaughter ;  but  if,  when  he 
went  out,  he  had  put  a  weapon  in  his 

Eooket  with  the  intention  of  using  it  if 
e  were  assaulted,  and  while  out  he  did 
use  it,  and  unfortunately  killed  anyone, 
the  crime  would  be  that  of  murder. 
Nothing  grieved  him  more  than  the 
growing  indication  they  saw  of  the  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the 
community  to  resort  to  force.  He  was 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  had  never 
had  a  weapon  in  his  baud  in  his  life. 
Nothing  would  ever  induce  him  to  take 
one,  and,  as  a  consequence,  his  personal 
liberty  and  safety  were  secured.  It  was 
time  to  put  down  such  scandalous  pro* 
ceedings  as  those  under  discussion ;  they 
were  not  to  be  compared  for  a  moment 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  Salvation 
Army ;  because,  in  that  case,  the  people 
had  gone  out  without  weapons,  and 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  walking  the 
streets,  and  it  was  only  when  violent 
and  indefensible  attempts  of  other  pro- 
cessionists to  interfere  with  them  were 
made  that  riots  were  brought  about. 
The  men  in  the  case  under  discussion 
had  gone  out  with  weapons  in  their  pos- 
session, and  with  the  determination  to 
take  advantage  of  any  momentary  ex- 
hibition of  temper  to  provoke  a  breach 
of  the  peace  and  to  use  violence. 

Mr.  STNAN  said,  that  the  magistrates 
of  the  district  in  which  the  disturbance 
had  occurred  were  informed,  several  days 
before  the  meeting,  that  if  the  Orange 
demonstration  took  place  there  would 
be  danger  to  human  me.  A  siifiilar  no- 
tice had  been  sent  to  the  Home  Office. 
What  was  it  the  duty  of  the  ma^strates 
to  do  on  that  occauon?  Why,  their 
duty  plainly  was  this — either  to  act  on 
the  evidence  they  had  received,  or  to 
call  on  their  informants  to  make  sworn 
informations.  If  they  had  acted  on  the 
evidence  they  had  received,  they  could 
have  obtained  sufficient  force  to  prevent 
any  serious  bodily  injury  being  inflicted. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
seemed  to  take  the  view  that  the  Salva- 
tion Army  case  was  a  precedent  for  this. 
That,  however,  he  (Mr.  Synan)  could  not 
agree  with,  because  the  Salvation  Army 
m«eth,g  ,a,  .  lawful  meetig-^^[j 
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a  "  lawful  assembly,"  the  people  eimplj 
gathering  together  to  eing  hjmns  and 
recite  prayers.  He  had  never  heard 
that  a  such  an  assemhly  was  likely  to 
injure  human  life,  or  that  there  was  any 
danger  oi  an  exhihition  ofphysical  force 
in  oonnection  with  it.  What  jvecedent 
was  there  in  connection  with  such  a 
meeting  for  another  assembly  of  men 
armed  with  sworda  and  spears  and  re- 
volvers— wbat  precedent  could  a  Salva- 
tion Army  gathering  be  for  an  assembly 
of  1,000  or  2,000  men  armed  in  this 
manner  on  one  particular  day  ?  Why,  it 
had  been  established  law  for  very  many 
years  that  an  assembly  of  that  kind  was 
an  "unlawful  assembly,"  and  if  the  right 
boQ.  Qentleman  had  any  doubt  upon  it 
he  should  have  instructed  someone  to 
prosecute  members  of  the  assembly  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  question  de- 
cided, once  for  all,  in  a  Court  of  Law. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 
the  oiQy  authority  to  decide  the  matter 
was  a  Oourt  of  Law ;  but  had  he  put  it 
in  such  a  course  of  training  that  a  de- 
cdaion  of  a  Oourt  of  Law  would  be  taken 
uptm  it  ?  The  mere  fact  of  the  assault 
being  brought  before  a  magistrate,  or 
before  a  Judge,  would  not  decide  the 
question  of  law  as  to  whether  the  as- 
sembly was  lawful  or  not ;  but  if  the 
rigbt  hon.  Gentleman  caused  any  mem- 
ber of  the  armed  assembly  to  be  arrested 
and  taken  before  a  Court  of  Law,  the 
question  would  then  be  decided  whether 
the  armed  gathering  at  Cleator  Moor 
was  an  assembly  nmilar  to  the  Salvation 
Army,  which  collected  in  a  village  for 
the  purpose  of  singing  songs  or  reciting 

Srayers.  If  an  oiuinary  member  of  the 
'leator  Hoor  assembly  were  prose- 
cuted, the  Court  of  Law  would  then  de- 
cide ^  matter,  and,  to  his  mind,  hon. 
Members  would  find  that  the  result 
would  he  a  declaration  that  the  Salva- 
tion Armycase  was  no  precedent  for  the 
other.  His  belief  had  been  that  the 
law  of  England,  as  established  by  all 
the  authorities  and  all  the  books,  was 
that  an  armed  assembly  which  was 
likely  to  prove  dangerous  to  any  person 
or  any  body  of  men  was  an  unlawful 
assembly,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  put 
down  by  force,  or  that  there  should  be 
such  a  force  present  aswould  prevent  the 
assembly  from  using  its  arms  against 
any  iunocent  person.  Was  there  such 
a  force  at  present  at  Cleator  Moor? 
"Was  a  body  of  45  policemen  a  sufficient 
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'  force  to  prevent  thousands  of  armed  men 
from  using  their  weapons  against  other 
men  who  rose  up  when  they  uame  into 
their  village  ?   The  attack  made  by  the 
villagers  was  no  justification  for  the 
firing  of  arms.  As  his  hem.  and  learned 
Friend  ^Mr.  Willis)  had  said,  the  firing 
of  arms  and  the  killing  of  any  person, 
if  the  arms  were  earned  without  pre- 
meditation, would    amount   to  man- 
slaughter only ;  but  if  the  arms  were 
carried  with  premeditation,  such  shoot- 
ing might  amount  to  murder.  He  asked, 
therefore,  why,   under   these  circum- 
stances,  the  magistrates  had  not  brought 
together  a  sufficient  force  to  prevent  this 
large  armed  assembly  from  meeting? 
Why  did  not  the  magistrates  take  this 
course,  having  a  full  knowledge  that  the 
meeting  was  to  take  place,  and  that  the 
men  were  to  be  armed  ?   It  seemed  to 
him  to  be  a  very  plain  case,  and  he  was 
astonished  the  rigbt  hon.  Gentleman 
tiie  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  being  a  lawyer  himself, 
should  have  any  doubt  at  all  about 
it.   If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  a 
doubt  at  an  about  it,  he  (Mr.  Synan) 
would  put  it  to  him  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  settle  the  law  and  settle  the  doubt  by 
prosecuting  members  of  the  meeting  for 
being  members  of  an  "  unlawful  as- 
sembly."   On  a  former  occasion,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that 
he  bad  caused  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  M-ho  threw  stones  to  be 
arrested — ^he  had  insinuated   that  the 
guilty  persons  were  the  inhabitants  *of 
Cleator  Hoor.    The  rigbt  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said — "If  I  went  out  armed, 
and  shot  a  man  who  threw  a  stone  at 
me  "—but  he  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
would  not  form  an  "  assembly,"  though 
he  might  be  a  host  in  hims^.  A 
man  had  a  right  to  go  Eumed  for  the 
protection  of  his  own  life.    No  one 
had  a  right  to  assault  him,  and  if  mj- 
one  did,  and  he  used  the  weapon  he 
happened  to  have  about  him  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  himself,  he  was 
adopting  a  course  which  he  had  a  per- 
fect rigbt  to  adopt ;  but  that  was  not 
the  case  with  each  individual  member 
of  an  "  unlawful  assembly,"  which  en- 
tered a  town  or  a  village  of  an  unarmed 
people  with  the  intenion  of  using  their 
arms  against  those  unarmed  people,  if 
in  the  excitement  of  the  moment  they 
came  out  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
protest  against  the  invasion  of  their 
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atreeto.  The  two  thinn  vere  toiallj 
Mpamte  and  diatinot.  u  the  aasembly 
at  Ctteator  Koor  wae  an  unlawful  one, 
why  were  not  the  mombere  of  it  pro- 
aaeoted  by  the  Goveinment  ?  He  (Mr. 
Synao)  nudntained  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  no  foundation  or  ba«i8 
fat  Uie  law  whioh  he  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  he  quoted  in  defence 
of  the  action  of  the  magistrates  and  his 
own  action,  or,  rather,  the  inaction  of 
the  magistoites  and  his  own  inaction. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
that  he  would  now  prosecute  some  of  the 
members  of  this  meeting  as  being  mem- 
bers of  an  "unlawful  assembly,"  in 
order  to  set  the  decision  of  a  Court  of 
Law  on  uie  subject  ?  If  he  did  that,  he 
(Mr.  Synan)  would  be  satisfied,  even  at 
the  alerenth  hour,  though,  unfortunately, 
in  this  case  an  innocent  life  had  been 
tak«i  away.  Hie  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
bw  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  was  perfectly 
justified  in  bringing  this  case  forward, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  could  not  take  exertion  to 
it,  as  it  had  enabled  him  to  place  him- 
aeU  in  a  new  lig^t  before  the  public — 
he  had  placed  hunself  in  the  position  of 
a  denouncer  of  this  Orange  Party  that 
entered  the  village  of  unarmed  men. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  be 
glad  of  this  opportunity,  and  ought  to 
welcome  the  chance  of  satisfying  the 
Committee  that  he  would  carry  it  to  a 
final  iBBue.  and  have  the  question  of  law 
settled.  If  he  did  that,  he  (Mr.  Synan), 
for  one,  should  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

Mb.  HKALY  said,  he  could  only  at- 
tribute the  lenient  view  the  Ooremment 
took  of  this  assembly  to  the  fact  that 
they  themselves  had  lately  brought  to- 
gether a  lai^  mass  of  people  in  London 
lot  poUtioal  purposes,  and  intended  to 
do  BO  again.  He  could  not  screen  him- 
aeU  from  the  view  that,  if  it  had  not 
suited  the  Government  to  have  as- 
sembled just  at  this  time  some  500,000 
of  men  in  London,  they  would  have 
heard  a  much  stronger  condemnation 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Orangemen  at 
Oleator  Moor  than  had  been  uttered  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir 
William  Haroourt).  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  them  now  that  the 
state  oi  the  law  was  such  that  the 
magistrates  had  no  power  to  prevent  a 
meeting.  Well,  that  might  or  might 
not  be  BO.  Of  course,  hon.  Members 
aoeepted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 


dictum  on  the  point ;  but  the  assemblage 
haviue  come  together,  and  the  Orange- 
men having  met  with  spears,  sworas, 
and  revolvers,  and  having  used  them 
with  deadly  effect,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  been  able  to  prevent 
them  from  assembling  in  the  first  place, 
he,  at  least,  could  deal  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  assembly  or  with  their  con- 
duct afterwards.  He  (Mr.  Healy)  pre- 
sumed that  the  law  with  regard  to  un- 
lawful assemblies  was  not  unknown  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  as  this 
was  entirely  a  matter  affecting  the  Eng- 
lish police,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  look  up  Mr.  Howard  Vin- 
cent's view  in  the  English  Police  Code 
on  the  subject  of  unlawful  assemblies. 
He  quoted  Mr.  Howard  Vincent  for  the 
reason  of  that  gentleman  being  at  the 
head  of  the  English  Police  Force,  and  not 
as  considering  him  any  more  authority 
than  the  wnter  of  any  other  book  on 
UieBB^matters,  and  this  was  what  Mr. 
Howard  Vincent  said — 

"An  nnlawfnl  assem'bly  ia  an  assembly  ol 
three  or  four  penonB  with  inteot  to  cominit  a 
crime,  or  to  carry  out  siiy  common  purpose, 
lawful  or  onlawfol,  bo  as  to  afford  reuonable 
grounds  for  apprehending  a  breach  o(  the 
peace." 

In  this  case  the  unlawful  assembly  had 
degenerated  into  a  riot,  and  every  single  < 
person  connected  with  the  assembly 
could  now  be  indicted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, if  the  Government  had  a  mind  to 
take  that  course.  It  was  not  merely  a 
case  of  catching  people  in  the  act  of 
shooting  a  man,  but  every  man  who  was 
in  the  procession  could  be  got  at  in  the 
same  way.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  made  very  light 
of  what  the  Chief  Clonstable  of  the  dis- 
trict spoke  of  as  the  fatal  riot  of  Cleator 
Moor.  No  doubt,  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  said,  the  disturbance  com- 
menced by  the  mere  thrustii^  of  a  flag 
inaman's&ce.  But  that  flag  was  carried 
on  a  pole,  and  he  imagined  that  if  a 
pole  with  a  flag  on  it  were  thrust  into 
the  face  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himnelf,  his  passive  features  would 
resent  the  annoyance,  and  he  would 
be  disposed  to  resist  the  attack  with  all 
the  force  at  his  disposal.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  though  the 
Orangemen  used  this  violence,  though 
they  came  down  in  large  numbers  by 
special  trains  from  all  parts  of  the  ooun- 
try,  brandishing  their  wea^^^d^- 
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snlting  the  people — insulting  tbe  Catho- 
lics by  smashing  tbe  panes  of  glass  in 
their  ohapel— the  people  were  to  do 
nothing.  The  people  did  do  nothing  until 
this  act  of  violence  was  offered*  Hon. 
Memben  knev  very  well  that  where 
they  had  a  powder  magazine  it  only 
needed  a  spark  to  cause  an  ozplosion. 
Therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  wrong  to  make  so  little  of  an  event 
which  had  led  to  a  collision  on  the  oo- 
oaeion  in  question.  Let  them  suppose 
that,  instead  of  being  an  assemblage  of 
Orangemen,  bronght  from  a  distance  to 
march  through  a  Catholic  district,  this 
had  been  a  Fonian  procession  marching 
through  the  streets  of  London.  Sup- 
posing the  Fenians  were  to  meet  openly, 
as  the  Reformers  met  on  Monday  last 
on  the  Embankment ;  and  supposing 
they  carried  swords  and  guns  with 
them,  and  supposing  that  they  marched 
Ob,  waving  fli^s  and  insulting  the 
general  population  by  whom  they  were 
Burrounded,  and  supposing  the  excited 
crowd  through  which  th^  proceeded 
was  calm  enough  not  to  attack  them, 
notwithstandingtheinaults  they  showered 
around,  and  notwithstanding  the  waving 
of  their  flags  bearing  devices  insulting 
to  the  English  people,  if  they  thrusted 
one  of  these  fiags  in  the  face  of  an  Eng< 
lishman,  how  would  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman have  treated  the  riot,  supposing 
that  assault  had  been  resented  by 
the  knocking  down  of  a  Fenian,  and 
had  led  to  that  Fenian  drawing  a  re- 
volver and  shooting  one  of  the  citizens  ? 
Why,  he  would  have  treated  it  in  a  very 
different  manner.  The  speech  of  the 
right  hon .  Gentleman  would  arouse  many 
evil  passions  in  this  country.  The  Irish 
Members  had  been  accused  of  never 
having  denounced  violence  and  disorder. 
Well,  the  Irish  Members,  at  least,  had 
not  the  responsibility  of  Ministers  of 
the  Grown.  They  never  bad  ^at  re- 
sponsibility, and  they  were  never  likely 
to  have  it ;  but  here  was  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  who  was  practically,  to  a 
large  extent,  the  conservator  of  peace  in 
the  country,  getting  up  and  speaking  of 
a  riot  in  which  ono  man  was  Killed,  and 
scores  had  been  wounded,  without  say- 
ing one  single  word  against  the  practice 
of  carrying  arms.  ["Oh,  oh!"  and 
*'  He  did  refer  to  itP']  Well,  at  any 
rate,  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
mentioned  it  until  it  had  been  dragged 
cat  of  him  bj  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
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City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  In  tliis 
initial  speech  Ihe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  one  word  to  say  about  the  carry- 
ing of  arms ;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  said— 
"  If  you  do  not  defend  these  people,  they 
will  have  to  defend  themselves,"  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  seeing  to  what 
conclusion  his  speech  had  led  hon.  Mem- 
bers, was  obliged  to  utter  some  aeademio 
words  against  the  practice  of  carrying 
arms.  [Mr:  Gladstone  dissented.]  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  great  care 
to  add — and  he  (Mr.  Healy)  would  have 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  was  shaking 
his  head,  to  bear  this  in  mind — **  if  they 
carry  an  Excise  licence,  I  do  not  see 
how  we  could  prevent  them."  In  other 
words,  dealing  with  an  Orange  demon- 
stration— dealing  with  a  body  of  men 
with  hundreds  of  pounds  at  their  com- 
mand, and  who,  therefore,  could  easily 
obtain  licences  to  carry  arms— the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says-—"  The  law  may 
be  against  you,  if  you  assemble  with, 
arms  underordinaiy circumstances ;  but, 
if  your  funds  are  large  enough  to  pro- 
cure licences,  then  yon  may  go  down  and 
shoot  Catholics,  and  no  one  will  be  able 
to  punish  you."  The  Catholics  of  Clea- 
tor  Moor — a  population  of  6,000  people 
— had  a  foreign  body  brought  from  a 
distance  amongst  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  assembling  and  provoking  them  ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State,  knowing  that,  and  that  there 
were  only  45  police,  brought,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  said,  f^m  far 
afield  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
law,  gave  it  to  be  understood  that  these 
were  the  only  officers  who  could  be  got 
together  to  keep  the  peace  between 
1,200  armed  men  and  6,000  or  8,000 
Catholics.  If  that  were  the  case,  it  was 
surely  a  very  regretable  state  of  things. 
How  did  they  deal  with  these  matters  in 
Inland?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  made  great 
capital,  and  had  evoked  the  somewhat 
sneering  cheers  of  his  Friends  by  say- 
ing that  in  England  they  were  not  in 
the  constant  state  of  semi-civil  war  that 
they  were  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  produced  great  laughter 
when  he  told  them  that  in  this  country 
people  were  of  a  very  calm  and  pacific 
habit  of  mind,  and  that  it  was  only  in 
Ireland  that  the  people  were  of  a  wild 
and  riotous  disposition.  But  if  in  Ire- 
land they  were  occasioiiflfly^p]:QTVked  to 

Digilized  by 


Svfplg— Civil 

duordar,  whose  fault  was  it  ?  Who  kept 
up  the  Oraoge  disorderin  Irelaad  ?  Who, 
in  1 848,  distributed  thousands  upon 
thousands  stands  of  arms  to  the  Orange- 
men of  Belfast  ?   Of  course,  he  did  not 
intend  to  eater  into  that  subject;  but 
vweu.  £arl  Spencer,  a  Ifember  of  the 
proeent  Cabinet,  some  10  yean  ^o, 
vhea  ho  wm  last  in  Offioe,  and  when 
there  was  some  little  difficulty  in  the 
ooantry»  took  occasion  to  go  to  the 
Korth,  where  he  was  more  welcome  than 
ha  was  at  the  present  moment,  to  arouse 
the  spirit  of  Orangeism,  and  to  incite 
Orangemen  against  the  general  body  of 
Catholics.  The  Secretary  of  State,  know- 
ing that  that  was  the  state  of  things  in 
Ireland,  that  the  Orangemen  had  had 
the  approval  of  the  Gorernment  for 
centaries,  that  the  Catholic  population, 
not  having  (}rand  Juries  to  throw  out 
bills  against  them  for  murder,  usually 
got  the  worst  of  it,  and  that]  tiie  law 
had  been  in  favour  of  Orangemen,  the 
hangman  only  being  on  the  side  of  the 
Catholics,  pxoTokeo  the  laughter  of 
certain  Lonaon  Aldermen  by  congratu- 
lating the  House  on  the  smug  oontent- 
mant  of  England,  which  ooola  affbrd  to 
be  content,  not  having  been  conquered 
itself,  or,  at  least,  having  put  up  with  its 
conquering.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
congratulated  himseU  upon  the  fact  that 
Englishmen  could  be  obliTiouB  to  these 
demonatrations.    He  (Mr.  Healy)  be- 
lieved that  what  would  happen  would 
be  this — that   the  people  of  Cleator 
Moor,  seeing  that   Orangemen  could 
shoot  with  immunity,  and  could  come 
down  with  force  of  arms  without,  so 
far  as  he  could  judge,  any  strong  dis- 
apjonval  being  manueated  by  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State,  would  also  bring  arms, 
and,  if  they  were  again  insulted  in  this 
way,  would  very  probably  feel  inclined 
to  use  them;  and  if  this  did  occur,  the 
OoTeniment  of  Her  Hi^esty  the  Queen, 
through  the  mouth  of  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tlemnn,  wonld  be  distinctly  responsible 
for  that  poaition  of  a&irs.  If  the  law  in 
tha  Sittingbonme  case  had  failed,  how 
was  it,  he  asked,  that  the  Government 
in  Ireland  found  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
venting these  assemblies?   Before  the 
Grimes  Act  was  passed,  the  Government, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  found  no  difficulty 
in  putting  a  stop  to  any  meeting  that 
they  found  inconvenient.  In  Drogheda, 
£or  instance,  two  years  ago,  a  meet- 
ing which  bad  not  been  proclaimed 
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was  dispersed  by  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd, 
who  brought  down  by  special  train 
200  policemen  from  Dundalk  and  a 
body  of  Cavalry.     He   brought  his 
men  down  at  the  double,  drew  them 
across  the  streets,  and  levelled  thmr 
bayonets  at  the  breasts  of  the  people, 
declaring,  without  reading  a  procla- 
mation, that  if  th^  did  not  disperse, 
they  would  be  shot  down.   If  such  a 
thing  could  be  legally  done  in  Ire- 
land, where  was  the  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  the  question  in  this  country?  If 
the  Sittingboume  case  tied  the  bands 
of  the  Government,  why  not  prosecute 
the  leaders  of  the  assembly  for  riot? 
H  the  leaders  knew  that  they  woidd  be 
indicted  for  holding  an  illegal  assembly 
and  for  riot,  he  ventured  to  think  they 
would  soon  give  up  the  system  of  coming 
armed  into  a  district  where  they  knew 
that  their  presence  would  be  provocative 
of  disorder.    But  as  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  a  change  in 
the  law,  he  (Mr.  Het^)  could  not  follov 
him.    To  his  ^Ur,  Healy's)  mind,  the 
law  was  sufficiently  strong  if  it  were 
only  put  into  force.   So  far  as  the  Irish 
people  had  been  able  to  judge  of  it — 
and  they  had  quite  enough  experience 
of  it— the  law  was  sufficiently  strong. 
They  oould  put  down  meetings  without 
the  Crimes  Act,  and  they  had  their 
Oonstabulaty,  and  they  oould  give  the 
order — "  If  you  do  not  march,  we  will 
shoot  you."    He  ventured  to  say  that 
had  the  45  constables  at  Cleator  Moor 
displayed  the  seme  amount  of  vigour 
that  the  Boyal  Iri^  Constabulary  would 
have  displayed  against  the  Nationalists, 
this  murder  would  not  have  taken  place. 
But  the  Government,  who  were  so  gin- 
gerly in  dealing  with  these  matters  in 
England,  found  no  difficulty  in  dealing 
witiL  them  in  Ireland.    If  the  Secretai^ 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  were 
transplanted  to  Dublin  Castle— *  [Sir 
WiuJAU  Habooubt  :  No,  no !] — well, 
he  joined  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  protesting  against  such  an  event 
as  that  ever  happening ;  but  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  by  any  chance,  should 
be  transplanted,  he  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  leamiDg  how  to  deal  with  these 
assemblies.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  told  them  that  England  not  being 
in  a  state  of  semi-civil  war,  they  did  not 
want  a  large  body  of  policemen.  That 
might  be  so ;  but  they  always-had  Iako 
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bodies  of  troops  to  rely  on,  and  there 
could  not  be  die  alighteBt  doubt  that 
the  use  of  a  troop  or  two  of  the  eoldieiy, 
or  the  mere  sight  of  the  soldiery,  would 
have  induced  me  Orangemen  to  disperee 
without  the  slightest  delay.  But  he 
(Mr.  Healy),  in  the  present  attitude  of 
the  Qovemment,  saw  the  snake  of  the 
Beform.  agitation  lurking  in  the  grass. 
It  might  be  neoessary  for  men  in  the 
Irish  towns  to  demonstrate  against  the 
House  of  Lords.  Englishmen  might 
have  to  meet  with  pikes  and  swords, 
and  some  anti-Beformer  might  get  a 
prod  in  the  back,  and  it  might  not  be 
convenient  to  indict  his  assailant  for  un- 
lawful assembly.  He  would  put  it  to 
the  Government,  in  conolusion,  whether, 
looking  at  the  fact  that  this  Orange 
organization  in  every  phase  only  ex- 
cited the  disturbing  element,  it  was  not 
time  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  put  a 
stop  to  it  ?  They  should  look  at  what 
was  done  in  Ireland,  America,  and 
Newfoundland,  where  30  or  40  men 
were  indicted  for  murder  and  riot.  He 
would  put  it  to  the  Oovemment,  that 
when  they  found  an  organization  like 
that  of  the  Orangemen,  only  showing 
itself  in  one  phauae,  and  that  phase 
being  brutality  and  outrage,  it  was  not 
time  for  them  to  take  some  prompt 
and  vigorous  action  to  put  it  down? 

OoLoiraL  0OLTHT7BST  said,  he 
should  like  to  approach  the  subject  from 
another  point  of  view,  though  with- 
out detracting  from  the  merits  of  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last  (Mr.  Healy) — he  should  like 
to  take  up  the  subject  where  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  Synan)  bad 
leit  it.  The  hon.  Member  had  made  an 
appeal  to  the  law.  If  the  law  was  in 
the  uncertain  state  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  had 
declared  it  to  be  in,  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Synan)  had  pointed  out  how  it  could 
be  ascertained — nunely,  by  indicting 
some  of  the  persons  who  took  part  in 
the  assembly,  which,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  his  hon.  Friend,  was  an  un- 
lawful one.  He  had  always  been  under 
the  impreasion  that  it  was  in  the  power 
of  magistrates  or  of  the  Gh)Temment,  at 
any  rate  in  Ireland,  to  proclaim  any 
meeting  or  procession,  no  matter  how 
lawful  the  purpose  might  be,  if  there 
was  reasonable  apprehension  of  a  breach 
of  the  peace.  It  seemed,  however,  that 
that  was  not  the  law,  and  ha  thought 


the  Government  ought  to  take  aoeh 
steps  as  were  neoessary  to  ascertain  the 
exact  state  of  the  law. 

Me.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  for  further  information 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  law  in  this 
country  ;  for  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  G^ientleman  (Sir  William  Haroonrt) 
was  most  unsatisfactory,  and  the  law 
seemed  to  be  in  a  most  barbarous  con- 
dition. As  he  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  a  number  of  men  might 
assemble  and  march  out  few  a  purpose 
not  in  itself  unlawful  and  might  go 
armed  to  the  teeth,  every  man  carrying 
some  sort  of  weapon,  and  that  so  long 
as  they  paid  the  licence  for  carrying  arms, 
they  were  entitled  to  go  to  any  part  of  a 
city  and  make  a  demonstration  against 
the  citizens.  Was  that  aotually  the  law  ? 
Was  it  the  law  that  a  number  of  men — 
say,  a  number  of  anti-Beformers — might 
march  to  Chelsea,  or  promenade  in  Mid 
Lothian,  armed  with  guns  and  swords, 
and  sword-bayonets,  and  be  protected 
in  doing  so  ?  If  that  was  the  law,  it 
was  unworthy  of  any  ciTilised  country. 
Speaking  not  as  a  lawyer,  nor  profess- 
ing to  know  much  about  the  law,  he 
could  hardly  believe  that  that  was  the 
law  in  any  civilized  country ;  bat  if  it 
was  the  law,  and  if  an^  number  of  men 
might  publicly  parade  in  what  he  would 
call  battle  array,  armed  to  the  te^, 
whenever  they  pleased,  then  it  was 
time  that  an  improvement  in  the  law 
should  take  place.  If  he  (Mr.  Justin 
M'Oarthy)  were  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  he  would  bring 
in  a  short  Bill'  declaring  that,  in  this 
country,  as  in  every  civilized  country,  it 
was  not  legal  for  men  to  march,  in  battle 
array,  menacing,  with  weapons  of  all 
kinds,  through  the  heart  of  a  peaceable 
town.  He  did  not  know  whether  his 
hon.  Friends  would  agree  with  him ;  but 
he  hoped  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  would  bring  in  a 
short  Bill  giving  the  magiafaates  further 
powers.  The  bunness  of  the  law  in  a 
civilized  country  was  to  protect  meetings 
which  had  nothing  directly  illegal  in 
them.  The  Onuigemen  had  a  perfect 
right  to  hold  their  meetings  ana  have 
their  processions,  and  he  thought  the 
duty  and  business  of  the  law  was,  at 
any  coat,  to  protect  all  men  in  their 
right  to  meet  and  hold  demonstra- 
tions. He  must  say  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  one  part  of  hi% 
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^eeoh,  had  treated  rather  too  lightly  the 
manner  in  which  this  matter  began. 
He  spoke  of  someone  thrusting  a  flag 
in  the  face  of  someone  else,  and  asked 
if  anyone  irould  seriously  resent  such 
a  trifle  as  that?  The  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman bad  further  said  that  the  magis- 
trates did  not  suppose  there  would  be  any 
chance  of  a  serious  disturbance ;  but  he 
did  not  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  thej  knew  so  Uttle  of  Orange 
riots  as  that  came  to.  Those  magistrates 
mnet  have  been  rery  young,  indeed, 
if  they  could  not  remember  ue  Orange 
riotsin  ManchesterandLiverpooI.  Some 
years  ago  this  House  was  driven  again 
and  again  into  discussions  upon  the 
prevention  of  the  annual  outbreaks  in 
lirerpool  and  Manchester.  Why  hod 
not  these  magistrates  foreseen  that  an 
armed  procession  of  Orangemen  through 
tiiis  place  would  lead  to  bad  temper  and 
the  chance  of  some  disturbance  ?  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment might  bring  in  a  measure  to 
prevent  armed  demonstrations  of  this 
kind ;  and  he  should  also  see  that  a 
su£Boient  force  of  military  or  police 
was  got  together  to  secure  to  men  the 
right  of  meeting,  and  to  prevent  their 
meetings  being  turned  into  armed  de- 
moosteitions. 

Mb.  HAERINGTON  said,  he  wished 
to  support  the  remarks  of  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Justin  M'Oarthy)  upon  what  he 
conadered  the  unneoesaary  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  in  regard  to  giving 
additional  powers  to  magistrates  for  the 
suppression  of  public  meetings.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  just  to  the  people  of 
En^and,  who  wished  to  enjoy,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  the  right  of  public  meet- 
ing, that  because  disturbances  might 
occasionally  take  place  between  different 
bodies  of  Irishmen,  therefore  the  right 
d  public  meeting  in  England  should  be 
cnrtailed.  The  people  were  entitled,  to 
the  fullest  ezten^  to  hold  public  meet- 
ings, and  he  thought  his  non.  Friend 
would  agree  with  nim  that  the  Irish 
If  embers  had  no  desire  whatever  to  cur- 
tail that  right.  But  he  submitted  that 
there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for  any 
cnrtailment  of  that  right ;  and  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  magistrates  had 
not  been  quite  so  active  as  they  might 
have  been.  It  was  quite  possible  that 
tbey  might  not  haTe  apprehended  that 


consequences  of  such  a  serious  character 
might  arise  from  the  demonstration,  and 
it  was  also  possible  that  the  representa- 
tion of  a  Catholic  clergyman  might  have 
been  looked  upon  by  them  as  only  a 
partizan  declaration,  and  as  intended  to 
prevent  what  was  a  legitimate  right  of 
the  Orangemen  to  hold  a  meeting. 
They  had  no  desire,  either  in  England 
or  Ireland,  to  curtail  the  right  of  Orange* 
men  to  hold  meetings;  out  what  they 
did  object  to  was  that  when  they  met 
they  should  assemble  with  arms.  That 
was  primd  facie  evidence,  that  if  there 
was  any  hostility  whatever  shown,  they 
were  prepared  to  shoot  down  those  who 
expressed  any  opinion  opposed  to  theirs. 
In  the  next  place,  they  contended  that  a 
meetingof  thatkind,  with  Party  emblems, 
was  calculated  to  excite  bitter  feeling  and 
toendangerthepeaoe;  and, although  they 
did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  or  curtail 
their  right  of  meeting,  they  held  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  authorities  wherever 
such  meetings  were  held  to  have  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  prevent  a  collision  between 
those  who  met  and  those  who  ol^ected. 
He  was  very  glad  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  had  a  seconaom)ortnnity  of 
speaking  on  this  subjeot;  Because,  un- 
doubtedly, his  second  speech  had,  to  a 
very  large  extent,  done  away  with  the 
unhappy  impressions  created  by  his  first 
speech.  He  did  not  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  intended  to  convey  that 
impreseion,  and  he  was  confirmed  in  that 
belief  by  the  answer  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  to  a  Question 
immediately  after  the  riots  took  place. 
In  that  answer  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  given  an  assurance— and  he 
(Mr.  Harrington)  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  might  be  satisfied  with  that 
assurance — that,  in  future,  cases  of  tiiis 
kind  would  be  dealt  with  more  vigorously 
than  in  this  instance.  He  did  not  at  aU 
anticipate  any  danger  arising  from  the 
purely  Orange  demonstrations  in  Eng- 
land; but  what  he  regarded  as  the  chief 
element  of  danger  in  this  matter  was, 
that  where  a  body  of  Orangemen  lived 
in  England  among  people  who  sympa- 
thized with  them  as  English  people,  it 
was  possible  that  the  demonstrations 
might  be  used  for  trade  or  Party  pur- 
poses. If  they  were  not  more  vigorously 
dealt  with  than  they  had  been  in  the 
past,  greater  danger  might  arise  in  con- 
I  nection  with  them  in  future.  He  did 
not  believe  tiiere  was  any  necessity  for 
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an  amendnunt  of  tbe  lav  in  the  direetioa 
of  fj^ring  Auther  powers  to  the  magis- 
tratee.  Am  the  law  now  was  they  coold 
call  in  tlie  militarj  when  neceasat^r,  and 
could  summon  to  their  auiiitance  special 
oonstablea;  and,  therefore,  they  had  ample 
powers  for  dealing'  with  these  meetings. 

Ma.  PERCY  WYNDHAM  said,  that 
though  they  had  had  knowledge  of  such 
demonstrations  as  this  in  Cumberland 
for  the  last  18  years  past,  they  had 
never  been  of  any  great  size,  and  had 
norer  attracted  any  particular  attention, 
and  they  bad  never  caused  anything  ap- 

eroaching  to  a  disturbance.  Therefore, 
e  did  not  think  the  magistrates  could 
naturally  hare  expected  that,  on  this 
occasion,  anything  would  take  place 
more  than  had  usually  occurred.  But, 
as  this  question  was  being  considered, 
he  should  like  to  raise  the  point  as  to 
whether  something  ctnild  be  done  to 
discourage  the  practioe  of  carrying  re- 
Tolvers.  What  did  anyone  in  this  conn- 
try,  who  was  not  a  soldier  or  a  police- 
man, want  with  a  pistol?   When  the 

firesent  Lord  Hhorbrooke  was  Chancel- 
or  of  the  Ezohequer,  he  proposed  that 
a  high  duty  should  be  put  upon  pistols. 
It  was  not  only  Orangemen  or  Catho- 
lics who  used  revolvers,  but  it  was  the 
habit  of  all  the  mining  population  in 
tho  North  to  carry  pistols,  and  what  he 
would  suggest  was  that  a  duty  of  one 
guinea  should  be  put  upon  the  carrying 
of  a  revolver. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  the  question 
was  whether  there  had  been  justice  in 
the  course  puieued  in  this  matter?  If 
the  matter  were  reversed,  and  the  Oatho- 
lics  of  Cleator  Moor  went  into  the 
Orange  dietriot,  and  a  Protestant  rector 
or  clergyman  wrote  a  letter  to  the  magis- 
tratoB,  as  a  Cathtdio  clergyman  had  done 
in  this  case,  would  that  warning  have 
beon  overlooked?  Would  the  magis- 
trates have  taken  no  stops  whatever  to 
prevent  a  disturbance?  Would  they 
have  allowed  these  people  to  gather 
together  when  they  had  the  power  to 
search  them  for  arms  carried  without  a 
licence?  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  was  begging  the 
qucation  when  be  said  these  people  pro- 
bably had  licences.  No  onelcnew  whe- 
ther they  had  or  not;  but  Hxej  conld 
have  been  prevented  from  earrving 
arms.  He  was  strongly  impease<l  by 
the  idea  that  there  was  no  fair  play  in 
dealing  with  OraDgemen.   Ekoae  time 
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ago,  he  was  in  Omagh  whea  acHiia 
Orangemen  used  arma  qnite  recUesafy. 
It  vaa,  Aer^ore,  dear  that  there 
one  law  for  Orangemen  and  another  far 
the  Nationalists ;  and  by  this  country, 
which  had  ever  been  dLriingnished  for 
exercising  justice  between  ooatending 
parties,  favouritism  was  shown  to  the 
Orangemen.  He  qnite  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
that  there  was  no  desire  on  the  part  of 
Irish  Members  to  interfere  with  the 
right  of  public  meeting  in  England  or 
in  Ireland;  but  they  wanted  fair  and 
even-handed  justice,  and  that  Orange- 
men should  not  be  treated  with  fa- 
vouritism. But  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  not  shown  any  evidence  of  a  spirit 
of  fair  play  in  his  own  mind  in  his 
answer  to  the  questions  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Luneriok  (l£r.  Synan). 
Would  he  indict  these  people,  and  pre- 
vent their  earxying  arms  as  they  had 
hitherto  done  ?  It  would  be  very  satis- 
factory if  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
would  give  an  assurance  to  that  effect. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  said, 
he  was  sorry  if  he  had  not  answered  the 
questions  put  to  him  precisely.  He 
might  indict  the  Orangemen  for  being 
members  of  an  unlawful  assembly  and 
carrying  arms;  but  in  this  country  he 
could  not  indict  people  simply  for  carry- 
ing arms.  The  Government  could  not 
enter  upon  indictments  without  reason- 
able grounds  for  believing  them  to  be 
well-founded.  Unless  they  were  wdl- 
founded,  he  could  not  enter  upon  them. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  no  bon.  Member 
on  that  aide  would  object  to  the  right  of 
meeting;  but  people  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  go  about  with  offenetve  wea- 
pons to  the  terror  of  Her  Majesty's  snb- 
jects.  He  knew  Cleator  Moor,  and  he 
was  the  prinoipsl  speaker  at  the  last 
Catholic  meeting  held  there.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  that  part  of  Cum- 
berland were  Irishmen  and  Catholics, 
and  they  came  some  distance  from  the 
town  to  meet  him,  with  bands,  but  no 
arms.  There  was  no  violence  and  no 
bloodshed  ;  but  the  origin  of  these 
demonstrations  in  Cumberland  he  be- 
lieved lay  in  the  fact  that,  something 
like  18  years  ago,  a  certain  notorious 
preacher  named  Murphy,  who  went 
about  insulting  Catholic  gentlemen,  and 
making  absurd  and  miscMevous  charges 
against  the  monasteries  and  members  of 
that  reUgi<m,  met  with  hit  deatt  at  the 
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baads  of  a  Whitefaaren  mob  of  Catho- 
lics. The  population  of  Gleator  Moor 
was  mainly  Catholic  ;  but  Whitehaven 
waa  almost  exclusively  Protestant.  There 
TTere  a  number  of  small  mining  tovns  in 
iliat  district,  and  for  the  last  17  years 
those  towns  had  been  exclusively  selected 
as  the  scenes  of  these  annual  celebrations 
of  the  victory  of  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne ; 
but,  for  the  first  time,  Cleator  Moor  had 
been  selected  this  year,  because  a  small 
body  of  Orangemen,  who  belonged  to 
an  Orange  Lodge  there,  threatened  to 
■ecede  from  the  Lodge  unless  Cleator 
Moor  was  selected.  The  Orangemen 
naturally  expected  that  there  would  be 
ooDaidorable  opposition  if  they  went  to 
Cleator  Hoor.  The  arrival  of  a  ^eat 
body  of  men  from  the  different  mining 
towns  and  villages  had,  no  doubt,  the 
effect  oi  attracting  a  great  crowd  of  Ca- 
tholics. The  Secietary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  had  expressed  some 
anrprise  that  the  thrusting  of  a  flag  in  a 
person's  face  had  stirred  up  a  riot,  and 
he  also  spoke  of  the  odium  thfologioum  ; 
but  he  seemed  to  forget  that  it  was 
easier  to  provoke  a  breach  of  the  peace- 
when  the  subject  was  religion.  Without 
going  into  the  question  of  the  rights  of 
the  Home  Office,  he  certainly  thought 
that  Department  was  to  blame  for  not 
having  du-eoted  special  constables  to  be 
■worn  in.  It  was  an  extraordinuy  thing 
that  human  life  should  have  been  sacri- 
ficed owing  to  the  culpable  neglect  of 
the  officiaU,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  if 
these  complaints  had  come  from  a  dif- 
ferent source,  the  Home  Office  would 
not  bare  been  so  remiss  in  its  duty  as  it 
had  been  in  this  instance. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  that,  having 
listened  attentively  to  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  he  felt  justified  in  hoping 
that  tbe  results  of  this  debate  would  be 
salutary,  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
vindication  of  justice  in  this  case,  but 
to  the  preservation  of  the  peace  in 
nmilar  cases.  He  therefore  did  not  feel 
ealled  upon  to  put  the  Oommittee  to  the 
terable  of  a  Division. 

Motion,  by  leave,  witkdraum. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(10.)  £285,109,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  CoDviot  Establishments  in  England 
and  the  Colonies. 

(11.)  £374.869,  to  complete  the  sum 
finr  Prisons,  England. 


Mb.  HABBIKGTON  said,  he  had  in- 
tended to  move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote, 
because  he  had  fruitlessly  drawn  atten- 
tion to  the  scant  pay  of  prison  officials 
in  Ireland,  and  he  thought  that  if 
officials  could  be  got  cheaply  to  perform 
onerous  duties  in  that  country,  there  was 
no  reason  why  cheap  labooi  should  not 
be  got  in  England. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAEOOUET  said, 
that  if  there  was  any  serious  objection 
to  this  Vote,  he  would  move  to  report 
Progress.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Harrington) 
meant  to  oppose  the  Vote;  but,  perhaps, 
it  would  meet  his  views  to  defer  his 
disouasion  until  they  came  to  the  Irish 
Prisons  Vote. 

Mr.  HAERINGTON  said,  it  was  im- 
possible to  move  to  increase  the  Irish 
Estimate ;  indeed,  they  had  no  means 
of  drawing  attention  to  the  poor  salaries 
paid  to  the  Irish  prison  officials  except 
by  moving  to  reduce  the  Vote  for  the 
English  prison  officials. 

Sib  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  this 
question  was  one  which  had  been  spe- 
cially referred  to  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  defer  the  discussion  upon  it 
until,  at  all  events,  they  had  received 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  should 
be  ^d  to  agree  to  the  su^^estion,  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  B.  Asahe- 
ton  Gross)  oould  hold  out  any  hope  that 
before  the  Irish  Estimates  came  on  for 
consideration,  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
jnissioners,  together  with  the  recom- 
meudatione  which  they,  no  doubt,  would 
make,  would  be  laid  before  the  House. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
undertake  that  his  Report  should  be 
laid  on  the  Table  before  the  end  of  the 
Session,  he  (Mr.  Harrington)  would  be 
glad  to  postpone  his  Motion. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
would  do  all  he  could  to  publish  the 
Report  before  the  end  of  the  Session. 
He  really-  thought  that  to  discuss  the 
subject  on  the  present  Vote,  with  the 
Report  of  the  Commissionere  pending, 
would  be  a  useless  waste  of  time.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  post- 
pone his  Motion. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  had 
only  been  prompted  to  move  in  the 
matter  now,  because  the  question  had 
been  so  very  frequently  raised,  so  many 
recommendations  had  been  made,  and 
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BO  much  reluctance  to  do  justice  in  the 
matter  had  been  shown  by  the  MemberB 
of  the  Treasury  Bench.  Last  year  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  based  his  argu- 
ment on  the  fact  that  the  officials  of  tlie 
Irish  prisons  could  live  more  cheaply 
than  similar  officials  in  England ;  but 
that,  to  his  (Mr.  Harrington's)  mind, 
vas  no  valid  argument  at  all. 

Mb.  B.  N.  fowler  (Loed  Mayob) 
said,  he  hoped  the  Qovemment  would 
now  conaent  to  report  Progress.  Hon. 
Members  had  been  brought  down,  night 
after  night,  to  oonsider  the  Munirapal 
Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prac- 
tices) Bill.  That  was  the  fourth  or 
fifth  night  that  Members  had  been 
brought  down  for  that  purpose,  so  that 
he  hoped  Progress  would  now  be  re- 
ported, or  that  an  assurance  would  be 
given  that  the  Bill  would  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with  to-night. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  under- 
stood that  the  Government  intended  to 
move  to  report  Progress.  Failing  such 
a  disposition  on  their  part,  he  would 
move  to  report  Progress. 

Ifotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  theOhainuan  do  report  Pi-ugress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again . ' ' — ( 3fr, 
Marrington.) 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  said, 
he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Harrington)  would  allow  them  to  take 
this  Yote,  reserving  any  disoussion  he 
might  widi  to  raise  until  the  Irish  Pri- 
sons Vote  was  brought  on.  Of  course, 
if  the  hon.  Member  declined  to  do  that, 
there  was  no  course  open  to  the  Gtovem- 
ment  but  to  consent  to  report  Progress. 

Mb.  HABBINGTOK  said,  he  would 
raise  a  discussion  on  the  Irish  Vote,  and 
would,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  teiihiraum. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Me.  BABBT  said,  that  for  two  or 
three  ^ears  proposals  were  made  with 
the  object  of  making  prison  labour  more 
remunerative  than  it  was  at  present.  At 
that  time,  an  agitation  was  got  up 
against  the  manufacture  of  cocoa-nut 
matting,  and  in  consequence,  he  be- 
lieved, the  manufacture  was  discontinued 
in  seven  or  eight  prisons.  Had  any 
other  manufactures  been  discontinued? 

Mr.  HIBBERT  said,  that  what  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Barry)  had  stated 
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had  been  earned  out  to  a  great  extent. 
Mat-making  was  carried  on  to  some  ex- 
tent in  most  prisons,  though  the  manu- 
facture had  been  limited  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  injuriously  affecting  the 
trade.  He  had,  in  his  possession,  a  Re- 
turn of  the  prison  labour  for  the  las^ 
five  years,  and  it  showed  a  considerable 
increase  upon  the  amount  received  there- 
from. In  1679,  the  total  amount  re- 
ceived for  manufactures  and  work  upon 
buildings  was  £41,000 ;  but,  in  the 
year  1884,  the  amount  had  increased  to 
£68,800.  Though  the  number  of  pri- 
soners in  local  prisons  had  decreasea  by 
something  like  2,700,  the  increase  in 
the  sum  received  from  prison  labour  was 
such  as  he  had  mentioned.  In  the  ordi- 
nary service  of  the  prison,  the  value  of 
the  work  done  was— In  1879,  £74,000; 
in  1884,  £78,000;  so  that  the  total  value 
of  prison  labour  was,  in  1879,  £l  ]  5,000, 
and  in  1884,  £147,000.  The  Prison 
Commissioners  were  endeavouring  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  trades  in  prisons, 
in  order  to  do  away  with  interferenoe 
with  one  particular  trade,  such  as  mat- 
making. 

Mr.  BARBY  said,  he  was  glad  to 
hear  there  had  been  an  increase  in  the 
amount  reoeived  from  prison  labour,  yet 
the  amount  received  might  be  much 
larger. 

Mb.  BANKIN  asked,  if  there  was 
any  intention  to  further  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  prisons  P 

Sib  ViLLIAM  HABCOUBT  said, 
the  number  of  prisons  was  being  gra- 
dually reduced.  The  desirability  of 
closing  two  other  prisons  was  now  under 
consideration.  He  was  merely  carrying 
out  the  policy  laid  down  in  the  Prisons 
Act,  of  consolidating  prisons  so  far  as 
consolidation  might  be  compatible  with 
the  convenience  of  the  localities,  which 
must  be  regarded  in  the  matter. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-tMorrow. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (CORRUPT  AND 

ILLEGAL  PRACTICES)  BILL. 
{3fr.  Attorney  Oemral,  Secretary  Sir  tVittiam 
Harcourt,  Sir  Charle*  W.  Bilkt,  Mr. 
SoUeitor  Omtral.') 
[bIZJ.  252.]  OOHBIDBBATIOV. 

Further  Proceeding  on  Oonnderation, 
aa  amended,  returned. 
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BfK.  WABTON,  in  moving,  sb  an 
Amendment,  tha  insertion  of  the  follow- 
ing OlaoBe: — 

(Interpretation  of  "Tha  Corrapt  and  Illegal 
Practioea  Act.  1883.") 
'*  In  conBtrning  '  The  Cormpi  and  Illegal 
Pnctic€e  Act,  1883,*  the  wordB  '  Solicitor  to  the 
Treasury  *  shall  be  deemed  to  be  substituted 
for  *  Director  of  Public  Prosecutiona,"  " 

eaid,  it  would  be  in  the  Tecollection  of 
the  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Heniy  James) 
that,  for  many  yeara  past,  he  (Mr. 
Warton)  had  pressed  upon  him  very 
strongly  the  niter  impropriety  of  main- 
taining the  oBBce  of  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions.  A  Committee  had  been 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  it 
had  reported  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
office  should  be  amalgamated  with,  or 
absorbed  in,  the  ofiBce  of  Solicitor  to  the 
Treasury.  A  Bill  had  been  brought  io 
to  carrpr  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  That  Bill  ought  to  make 
its  way  through  the  House;  but  an 
obstinate  Scotch  Member,  who  wanted 
to  foRte  the  Scotch  system  on  the  Eng- 
lish people,  had  blocked  the  BiU.  There 
was,  therefore,  little  chance  of  the  mea- 
sure passing  this  Session  ;  but  with  re- 
gard to  prosecutions  for  electoral  cor- 
ruption, he  (Mr.  Warton)  had  endca- 
roured,  by  this  Amendment,  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  The  Public  Prosecutor  had 
been  found  wanting.  The  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury  was  a  very  good  official, 
and  that  was  an  additional  reason  why 
the  Amendment  should  be  accepted. 

New  Clause  (Interpretation  of  "The 
Corrupt  andlllegal  Practices  Act,  1883,") 
— (i/r  .  Warton,) — brought  up,  and  read 
the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Thb  attorney  aSNEBAL  (Sir 
HsraT  Jambs)  said,  he  was  sorry  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment,  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  alter  the 
whole  of  their  work  of  last  year  by  sub- 
stituting Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  for 
Public  Prosecutor.  So  long  as  the 
Public  Prosecutor  existed  the  duties 
they  had  placed  on  him  by  the  original 
Actoogfat  to*be  continued  by  this  Act. 
If  the  gentleman  in  question  oeased  to 
be  Dixeptfur  of  FabUo  Fvoseontions,  and 


hie  place  was  taken  by  the  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury,  this  clause  was  unneces- 
sary, because  they  would  transfer  the 
duties  from  the  one  to  the  other.  He 
did  not  think  they  ought  to  take  away 
from  the  Public  Prosecutor  the  duties 
he  had  under  the  original  Act,  still 
leaving  him  in  existence  for  aU  other 
purposes.  He  (Sir  Henry  James)  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
WarUm)  would  not  press  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  n^atived. 

Clause  2  (Definition  and  punishment 
of  corrupt  practice  at  municipal  elec- 
tion). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henrt  Jaues)  moved,  ae  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  1,  line  10,  after  "  set 
forth  in,"  insert  "Part  One  of." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Words  interted  accordingly. 

Mr.  warton  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  1,  to  insert,  after  "  elec- 
tion," in  line  14 — 

"  Other  than  the  offence  of  aiding,  abetting, 
counselling,  and  procuring  the  commiauon  of 
the  offence  of  personation. 

The  object  of  tlus  Amendment  was  to 
reduce,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  penalty 
for  the  offence  of  aiding  and  abetting 

Eersonalion,  for  the  Amendment  must 
e  read  with  the  next  one  which  stood 
in  his  name,  which  was  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  clause — 

"  A  person  guilty  of  the  offence  of  aiding, 
abetting,  counselling,  and  procuring  the  com* 
mission  of  the  offence  of  personation,  shall  be 
liable  to  the  like  puoisfament,  tt/id  subject  to  the 
like  iooapacities,  as  a  person  guilty  of  bribery." 

It  would,  no  doubt,  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the- House  that,  at  the  time  the 
Ballot  Act  was  introduced,  it  was  ima- 
gined that  it  would  lead  to  a  great 
amount  of  personation.  As  a  mAttor  of 
fact,  bribery  had  been  reduced  and  per- 
sonation had  not  increased.  At  the  time 
terrible  penalties  were  provided  for  per- 
sons who  were  found  impersonatmg ; 
indeed,  the  penalties  were  made  much 
heavier  than  those  for  bribery  under  in- 
fluence, and  so  forth.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  not  right  to  inflict  heavier 
penalties  for  personation  than  for  bribery, 
especially  now  that  the  working  of  the 
Ballot  Act  had  shown  that  personation 
was  not  carried  on  to  any  great^zt« 
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Barely,  it  was  unneoessaiy  to  bare  extra- 
ordinarilj  high  penaltieB  for  one  parti- 
cular offence.  Personally,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  effect  of  high  penalties  would 
be  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  14,  aftar  *'electioo,"  insert 
**  other  than  the  oflfence  of  aiding,  abetting, 
oonnseUingt  and  prooaring  the  commiwiott  of 
the  offence  of  penonstion." — {3ir.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  vords 
be  there  inserted." 

Thb  attorney  general  (Sir 
Hbhry  James)  said,  they  discussed  this 
matter  very  fully  last  year,  when  they 
-were  in  Committee  upon  the  Farlia- 
mentai^  Elections  [Oorrupt  and  Illegal 
I^^actioes)  BUI ;  and  he  believed  his  hon, 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Warton)  made 
the  same  stu^gesUon  then  that  he  made 
now.  He  (Sir  Henry  James)  did  not 
wish  to  make  any  difference  between 
the  law  affecting  Parliamentary  elections 
and  that  affecting  municipal  elections. 
It  seemed  absurd  to  say  they  would  pass 
one  seatence  for  the  offence  of  persona- 
tion if  committed  at  a  Parliamentary 
election,  and  another  sentence  if  the 
offence  was  committed  at  a  municipal 
election.  Inasmuch  as  they  had  taken 
one  course  in  relation  to  Parliamentary 
elections,  he  wished  to  adhere  to  it  in 
oases  of  municipal  eleotiouB.  TheAmend- 
vami  amounted  to  this — that  if  a  person 
procured  another  person  to  {teraonate 
100  voters,  he  should  receive  a  milder 
punishment  than  the  perstm  who  really 
committed  the  personation.  It  seemed  to 
him  (Sir  Henry  James)  that  tiie  ori- 
ginator of  the  act  ought  to  receive  the 
same  punishment  as  the  man  who  com- 
mitted the  act.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
sympathy  with  a  man  who  procured  the 
act  of  personation,  for  it  must  be  an 
intentional  act.  In  his  opinion,  the 
procurer  ol  the  act  was  far  more  guilty 
than  the  person  who  became  a  victim  to 
his  persuasion.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  reject  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negattvad. 

Glauso  4  (Oertsin  expenditure  to  be 
illegal  practice). 

Thb  attorney  general  (Sir 
Henrv  Jambs)  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  2,  line  32,  leave  out  from 
"  ward  "  to  end  of  sub-section  (I),  and 
insert— 

Jfr.  Warton 


*'  And  if  the  nomber  of  electors  is  snch 
borough  or  ward  excecdn  two  thousand,  one 
additional  committee  room  for  every  two  thou- 
sand eleotora  and  ineomvlete  part  of  two  then* 
■and .  eleoton  over  and  ahora  the  laid  two 
thousand." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Words  auhitiitUed  accordingly. 

Mr.  warton  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  2,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  either,"  and  insert  the  words 
"  within  two  months."  Now,  if  thehon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  was  deter- 
mined, whether  with  reason  or  without 
reason,  to  keep  everything  in  this  Bill 
exactly  as  it  was  in  the  Act  of  last  year, 
he  would  resist  this  Amendment.  But 
had  not  the  experience  of  the  Act  of  last 
year  shown  that  in  a  great  many  cases 
people  were  getting  frightened  at  the 
refusal  made  last  year  to  fix  any  period 
of  time  during  which  an  election  lasted  ? 
He  supposed  hon.  QenUemen  who  in- 
tended to  contest  again  tiie  cOTstituent^ 
for  which  they  now  sat  might  take  it 
that  the  next  Mection  had  already  begun. 
Certainly  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  and  his  hon.  and  learned  Col* 
league  (Mr.  Firth),  who  had  asked  him 
(Mr.  Warton)  to  subscribe  towards  their 
election  expenses,  ought  to  consider  that 
the  election  in  which  they  intended  to 
take  a  part  had  begun.  Tha  object  of 
the  Amendment  was  to  insure  some- 
thing like  certainty  as  to  the  time  an 
election  began.  He  hoped  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  pay  a  little  attention  to  what 
they  were  doing,  and  not  let  the  Bill 
pasa  in  a  defective  state.  It  was  very 
necessary  tiiat  people  should  know 
when  an  Section  began,  and  he  now 
proposed  what  seemed  to  him  a  very 
moderate  limit  of  time.  This  Amend- 
ment, and  the  one  which  stood  next  in 
his  name — namely,  to  insert  '*  or  "  aft«f 
"  before,"  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  the  clause  read  ''payment," 
&o.,  "  within  two  months  before  or  dur- 
ing or  after  an  election."  Now,  if  hon. 
Members  saw  the  force  of  what  he  said, 
they  would,  he  was  sure,  support  him. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  (Gene- 
ral wishedit  tobe  supposed  that  they  were 
never  to  aot  wisely,  but  that  everything 
they  put  iu  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  to 
be  put  in  the  Bill  of  this  year,  there  was 
very  litUe  hope  of  the  most  lationsl 
Amendment  being  adopted.   It  was  out 
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of  all  reason  that  a  sitting  Member,  for 
instance,  should  be  liable  to  have  all 
tiie  terrible  penalties  of  this  Bill  inflicted 
npoa  him,  because  he  did  not  know 
When  an  election  began. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
37,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  either,"  and 
insert  the  words  "  within  two  months," 
— {Mr.  Wartojif) — ^instead  thereof. 

Qneation  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  either '  stand  part  of  the  Olanse." 

The  ATTOENEY  aENERAL  (Sir 
HsintT  James)  said,  this  Amendment 
brought  him  back  to  the  recollection  of 
this  time  last  year.  Twelve  months  ago 
they  agreed  it  was  impossible  to  define 
or  Umit  the  time  an  election  lasted.  If 
they  did,  the  law  was  snre  to  be  evaded. 
If  they  put  in  one  month,  or  two  months, 
or  three  months,  and  said,  "  You  may 
do  what  you  like  out»de  the  limit,"  they 
would  have  a  great  deal  done  that  ought 
not  to  be  done.  The  House  came  to  the 
conclusion,  after  full  discussion,  that  it 
would  be  very  dangerons  to  fix  a  limit 
of  time. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Hb.  WARTON  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  ont 
"a  party,"  and  insert  "privy."  It 
aeemed  to  him  that  this  was  an  Amend- 
ment in  (iie  interest  of  parity  of  election. 
He  knew  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorn^  (General  (Sir  Henry 
James)  supposed  he  (Mr.  Warton)  was 
standing  up  for  corruption ;  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  was  quite  mis- 
taken. There  might  be  other  persons 
engaged  in  an  improper  payment  besides 
tiie  person  who  made  the  payment  or 
the  person  who  received  it.  A  third 
party  might  suggest  corruption ;  there- 
fore, it  would  be  better  to  substitute 
here  the  word  "  privy  "  for  '-•  a  party." 
The  alteration  would  oover  the  case  of 
any  pwsoa  who  concealed  an  act  of  eor- 
mptioD.  He  hoped  that  if  hon.  Gentle- 
men sitting  on  the  Ministerial  Beaches 
were  uaeertAj  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
pat  down  eleotoral  conruption,  they 
would  not  oppose  anAmendment  moved 
in  the  interest  of  purity  of  election,  al- 
though it  might  happen  to  be  proposed 
by  a  Member  of  the  Opposition. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
40,  leave  ont  '*  a  par^,"  and  insert 
**piivy,"— (Jfr.  W^tfrtOT.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  a  partv'  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt  Jauks)  said,  that  by  this  Amend- 
ment the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Warton)  would  inorease,  no  doubt 
unwittingly,  the  stringency  of  the  Bill, 
because  he  would  make  it  an  <^enco  for 
anybody  to  be  "privy  "  to  an  act  of  cor- 
ruption. Anyone  who  received  know- 
ledge of  corruption  accidentally  would 
be  privy  to  the  offence.   If  they  made  a 

Eerson  "a  party"  to  an  ofifenoe  he  must 
e  guilty  of  some  substantial  act.  A 
person  who  read  of  corruption  in  a  news- 
paper would  be  privy  to  it.  He  (Sir 
Henry  James)  would  prefer  to  be  a  little 
lenient  in  this  instance,  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  allow  him. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Mb.  warton  said,  he  had  an 
Amendment  to  move  to  the  clause  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  phraseology 
of  the  various  clauses  of  the  Bill  con- 
sistent. He  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  to  the  fact  that  the 
expresraon  which  he  was  about  to  Otove 
in  substitution  of  the  words  "  contraven- 
tion of  this  Ast,"  in  line  41,  occurred  in 
Clausel3,p^e6,lin6  80of&eBilL  The 
ex^vession  which  there  occurred  was '  'con- 
trary to  law,"  and  he  proposed  to  move 
the  insertion  of  those  words  in  place  of 
the  words  now  in  the  clause.  If  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  so  con- 
sistent with  regard  to  certain  words  in 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act  of  last 
year,  he  trusted  he  would  be  consistent 
in  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  not  have  one 
expression  in  one  clause,  and  a  different 
expression  to  convey  the  same  idea  in 
another  clause  of  the  Bill.  He  would 
give  the  hon.  Gentleman  his  choice  of 
the  two  phrases ;  but  he  hoped  that  one 
or  the  other  of  them  would  be  adopted. 
For  his  own  part,  he  thought  "contrary 
to  law"  the  better  expression,  and  he 
should  also  prefer  it,  oecanse,  in  the 
place  he  had  indicated,  it  was  used  in 
connection  with  a  very  similar  mat- 
ter. Moreover,  the  words  "contrary 
to  law  "  were  words  of  limitation,  and 
words  of  limitation  were  generally  good. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
41,  to  leave  out  the  words  "in  contra- 
vention of  this  Act,"  and  insert  the  words 
"contraiy  to  law,"— (JTr.  WtarUm,) — 
instead  thereof.  f^i^n\o 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  in  contrarention  of  this  Act/  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  Jahes)  said,  he  was  unable  to 
agree  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member,  because  he  thought  it  would 
not  improve  the  wording  of  the  clause. 
He  considered  "in  contravention  of  this 
Act"  the  better  wording. 

Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

1£r.  WARTON  said,  he  proposed,  as 
an  Amendment,  to  more  the  insertion  of 
tiie  words  "or  otherwise,"  after  the 
word  "  agent,"  in  page  3.  line  2.  He 
thought  these  words  should  be  inserted, 
because  a  person  might  be  engaged  to 
stick  bills  on  a  wall,  and  it  did  not  follow 
that  he  was  strictly  an  advertising  agent. 
The  clause  ought  to  extend  its  provisions 
to  persons  who  might  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  exhibiting  bills  for  payment,  and 
he  did  not  think  such  persons  would  be 
included  in  the  words  "  advertising 
agent."  He  thought  that  the  words 
**  or  otherwise  "  tended  in  the  direction 
of  purity  of  election,  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  G-eneral  seemed  alter- 
nately to  care  for  and  to  reject.  He 
urged  the  Amendment  on  the  favour- 
able attention  of  the  House,  because  it 
was  quite  possible  to  contentemplate  the 
case  of  a  man  exhibiting  an  election  bill, 
and  yet  not  being  what  was  known  as  an 
advertising  agent. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
2,  after  the  word  "  agent,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  or  otherwise." — (i/r.  Jfarton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hknbt  Jahes]  said,  be  could  not  adopt 
this  Amendment  This  matter  had  been 
fully  discussed  last  year,  whw  Clause  7 
of  the  Farliameutary  Elections  (Oorrupt 
and  Htegal  Practices)  BiU  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  and  it  was 
then  decided  that  the  words  "advertising 
agent"  should  stand  without  the  addition 
of  thewords  "orotherwise."  He  thought 
it  better  to  adopt  the  same  wording  with 
regard  to  the  present  Bill  which  it  was 
decided  to  retain  in  the  Act  of  last  year. 
If  they  did  not  keep  this  distinction  in 
favour  of  the  advertising  agent,  by  say- 
ing, "doing  the  ordinary  business  of 
advertisiDg  agen^"  ereiy  publican  and 


oveTj  greraigrocer,  who  sometimes  ex- 
hibited a  bill  at  election  time,  might 
claim  to  be  paid  for  it.  The  intention 
was  to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of 
the  advertising  agent  only,  and  not  in 
favour  of  those  persons  who  eometunes 
exiiibited  bills. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Me.  WARTON  said,  he  regarded  the 
words  "  de«ned  to  be,"  in  page  3,  line  4, 
of  the  Bill,  as  an  absura  expression, 
and  one  which  was  only  intrduced  for 
the  sake  of  euphony.  He  would,  there- 
fore, move  their  omission  from  the 
dause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  4,  to  leave  out  the  words  "deemed 

to  be."~{Jrr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  Uia 

Bilf" 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  he  was  reluctantly 
obliged  to  say  "No"  to  the  hon.  and 
teamed  Member's  proposal  to  strike  out 
these  words.  It  was  better,  perhaps, 
sometimes  to  be  consistently  wrong,  tJian 
inconsistently  right.  However,  that 
might  be,  he  would  point  out  that  the 
Act  of  last  year,  with  regard  to  Parlia- 
mentary elections,  contained  these  very 
words,  "  shall  be  deemed  to  be  illegal," 
a  circumstance  which  it  would  seem  had 
escaped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
acute  attention  when  that  measure  was 
passing  through  the  House.  If  tliey 
escaped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
then,  he  thought  they  might  have  been 
allowed  to  escape  him  now  for  the  sake 
of  consistency. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  5  (Expense  in  excess  of  maxi- 
mum to  be  ulegal  praodoe). 

Mb.  warton  said,  there  was  a  great 
desire  on  the  partof  the  hon.  and  learned 

Attorney  General  to  retain  in  the  Bill 
useless  phrases,  for  no  other  reason,  that 
he  (Mr.  Warton)  could  discover,  than 
that  they  were  in  the  Parliamentary 
Elections  (Oorrupt  and  Illegal  Practices) 
Act  of  last  year.  He  would  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  whether  he  in- 
tended to  maintain  io  the  Bill  the  prin- 
ciple embodied  in  this  clause  ?  He  be- 
lieved the  great  majority  of  the  House 
had  never  heard  the  reasons  which  in- 
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dneed  the  hoo.  and  learned  Gentieman 
to  adopt  the  words  of  this  clause.  They 
were,  of  course,  in  ignorance  of  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  Grand  Oommit- 
tee,  and  no  one  seemed  to  know  exactly 
what  had  been  going  on  with  regard  to 
the  Bill.  Whatever  reason  there  was 
for  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  last  year  with 
regard  to  Parliamentary  elections,  he 
waa  satisfied  that  it  would  be  very  in- 
jadicious  to  fix  the  proposed  maximum 
with  regard  to  these  minor  deotions  in 
monicipalities,  and  he  should,  therefore, 
more  that  the  clause  be  struck  out. 
The  great  absurdity  which  ran  through 
tiiis  Bill  was  that  it  treated  these  little 
electioiw  as  if  they  were  of  the  same  im- 

Strtance  as  Pariiamentary  Elections, 
e  trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman  would  be  able  to  explain  to  the 
House  why  he  had  changed  front  so 
completely  since  the  debate  on  the  Mo- 
tion for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill — 
why  he  had  changed  iiis  views  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Ammdment  proposed,  in  page  3,  to 
leave  out  Clause  6. — {Mr.  Wm-ton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
BiU." 

Vjt.  WHITLEY  said,  he  also  should 
like  some  explanation  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  Graieral  of  the  reasons 
which  had  induoed  him  to  take  up  a 
position  with  regwrd  to  the  principle  of 
this  clause  entirely  different  from  that 
which  he  occupied  when  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced to  the  House.  The  view  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  at  that  time 
was  certainly  against  the  introduction  of 
a  maximum  expenditure  in  the  case  of 
municipal  elections.  He  (Mr.  AVhitley) 
was  certainly  in  favour  of  the  opinion 
then  expressed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  be  was  bound  to  express 
his  surprise  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gmtleman  did  not  now  hold  the  same 
opinion  with  regard  to  this  subject.  It 
must  be  obvious  to  the  House  that  this 
clause  affected  the  various  constituents 
in  different  ways.  In  the  eonstituenoy 
whii^  he  had  the  honour  to  represent 
(Liverpool)*  Sot  instance,  there  w«re  no 
less  than  28,000  electora  who  had  the 
right  of  Tofing  at  municipal  elections ; 
and,  tiiereforei,  the  arrangements  in  con- 
nection with  such  elections  for  polling 
roomo,  polling  clerks,  and  their  assist- 
ants, were  necessarily  very  extensive. 


The  House  would  perceive  that  the  maxi- 
mum expenditure  sought  to  be  imposed 
by  this  clause  would  be  absolutely  in- 
sufficient for  the  purposes  of  municipal 
elections  in  Liverpool.  The  case  would 
be  entirely  different  with  regard  to 
towns  ia  which  there  were,  perhaps,  200 
electors,  and  even  a  smaller  number 
than  that — but  in  Liverpool  and  other 
towns  in  Lancashire,  he  believed  there 
was  no  municipality  with  a  smaller  elec- 
torate than  }  ,000.  He  oould  assure  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  it  was 
impossible  that  this  maximum  could  be 
maintained  in  the  case  of  municipal 
elections  in  those  places.  It  would  be 
far  better,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  no 
maximum  at  all,  if  it  was  to  apply  to 
all  places  without  distinction.  He  main- 
tained that  the  retention  of  the  clause 
in  its  present  form  would  constitute  a 
great  injustice  in  the  case  of  large  con- 
stituencies. It  was  a  question  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  electorate,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  it  would  be  utterly 
impracticable  to  carry  out  municipal 
elections  in  large  towns  within  the  limit 
of  expenditure  prescribed  by  the  clause. 
He  was  sure  that  that  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, and  he  was  equally  satisfied  that 
the  Members  of  the  Grand  Committee 
had  not  fully  considered  the  bearing 
which  the  proposed  maximum  would 
have  upon  important  municipal  elec- 
tions. The  question  was  a  large  and 
serious  one,  and  he  hoped  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  agree  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  to  strike 
out  the  clause.  If  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  went  to  a  Division,  he  should, 
for  the  reasons  given,  feel  it  his  duty  to 
vote  with  him. 

Me.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if 
not  actually  impossible,  to  conduct  muni- 
cipal elections  of  any  importance  upon 
the  very  small  scale  of  expenditure  pro- 
posed in  this  clause.  For  his  own  part, 
he  had  considerable  misgivings  with  re- 
gard to  the  fixing  of  a  maximum  scale 
in  these  cases.  He  was,  of  oonrse,  aware 
of  the  wisdom  of  sarrounding  municipal 
elections  with  all  possible  safeguards  for 
purity ;  but  he  ventured  to  doubt  whether 
the  effeut  of  the  principle  contained  in 
the  clause  upon  large  municipal  elec* 
tions  had  received  sufficient  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  G«uid£!ommittee. 
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He  should  1)6  glad  to  see  the  Bill  passed 
without  anj  scale  at  all. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  ohtain  the  beat  information  upon  this 
subject  before  he  introduced  the  Bill  to 
the  House,  and  at  the  time  when  the 
Bill  was  introduced,  he  thought  it  would 
be,  on  the  whole,  better  to  strike  out 
the  maximum  Schedule,  and  to  insert  a 
minor  Schedule.  He  stated,  in  Com- 
mittee, that  objections  had  been  ex- 
pressed to  that  plan,  but  that  he  thought 
it  was  better  to  adopt  it,  aud  he  was  met 
by  a  oonsiderable  amount  of  mticism ; 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Ohat- 
bam  (Mr.  Gorst)  and  others  told  him 
that  be  was  entirely  wrong  in  baring 
taken  that  conrse.  He  adhered,  bow- 
ever,  to  bis  former  opinion,  and  a  Divi- 
sion being  taken,  he  found  there  was 
scarcely  a  working  majority  in  favour  of 
bis  view.  Every  Conservative  Member 
voted  against  it— a  circumstance  which 
he  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bridport  (Mr.  "Warton)  would  take 
to  heart — and  those  who  spoke  on  the 
question  contended  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  maximum  Schedule,  while  many 
opinions  were  expressed  that  he  ought 
not  to  give  way  on  the  point.  The  pro- 
posal which  be  laid  before  the  Grand 
Committee  having  been  carried  by  a  very 
narrow  majority,  be  thought  it  beat  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  minority  half- way. 
Having  got  rid  of  the  election  agent, 
be  hoped  the  fears  of  the  htm.  Member 
for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Whitley)  would  not 
be  realized.  They  bad  simplified  the 
matter  very  much  ;  but  there  still  ap- 
peared to  be  a  certain  amount  of  doubt 
on  the  subject,  and  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr. 
Warton)  took  a  Division  on  his  Motion, 
the  actual  opinion  of  the  House  would 
appear. 

Sir  E.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
thought  much  credit  was  due  to  the 
bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  the  course  he  had  taken 
in  this  matter  throughout  the  whole 
proceedings.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemui  bad,  in  the  first  instance, 
formed  the  opinion  in  bis  own  mind 
that  it  was  not  wise  to  introduce  a 
maximum  scale.  It  was  quite  true  that 
be  (Sir  B.  Assheton  Gross)  bad  made 
some  severe  comments  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  as  to  the  difference  which  existed 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith 


between  this  Bill  and  tbe  Act  of  last 

year  with  regard  to  corrupt  and  illegal 
practices  at  Parliamentary  elections ; 
but,  no  doubt,  strong  opinions  were  ex- 
pressed in  the  Grand  Committee,  not  by 
Conservative  Members  alone,  but  by  a 
large  number  of  Liberal  Members,  who 
had  had  experience  of  the  working  of 
the  Act  of  last  year,  in  favour  of  a  maxi- 
mum scale,  and  the  result  was  that,  when 
the  Committee  went  to  the  Division  on 
the  question,  there  was  but  a  narrow 
majority  in  favour  of  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General, 
which  led  tbe  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
masi  to  reconnder  tbe  question,  and  to 
place  tbe  matter  on  a  different  footing. 
The  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  thought 
it  wise  to  reconsider  the  deuision  at 
which  he  bad  arrived,  and  be  (Sir  B. 
Assheton  Cross)  believed  that  in  the  pro- 
posal he  had  made,  he  carried  with  htm, 
if  not  an  absolutely  unanimous,  yet  a 
very  general  concurrence  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  hon.  Members.  The  bon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  consented  to  in- 
troduce a  maximum  scale  of  expenditure 
into  the  Bill,  a  perfectly  proper  provi- 
sion, 80  far  as  the  election  agent  was 
concerned,  and  to  that  extent  he  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Attor- 
ney General.  But  when  he  came  to  con- 
sider the  maximum  Bcale  that  had  been 
introduced  into  the  Bill,  that  appeared 
to  bim  an  entirely  different  matter,  and 
be  quite  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend 
near  bim  the  Member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  Whitley),  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith),  that  the 
proposed  maximum  scale  ought  to  be  de- 
cidedly enlarged.  JHe  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  no  municipal  election  could  be 
carried  on  within  the  limits  of  such  a  scale. 
The  matter  was  of  such  importance  that 
he  was  in  some  doubt  as  to  whether  its 
discussion  ought  not  to  be  deferred  to  a 
later  period.  They  were,  of  course,  all 
agreed  that  bribery  and  corruption  ought 
not  to  take  place  at  these  or  any  other 
elections;  but  there  was  nothing  of  the 
kind  involved  here.  The  amount  had 
been  placed  at  a  figure  altogether  too 
low,  and  he  was  of  precisely  the  same 
opinon  as  his  bon.  Friend  (Mr.  Whitley), 
tiiat  it  was  insufficient  to  pay  for  the  pur- 
sons  who  could  be  legally  employed 
under  the  Bill  for  the  purposes  of  muni- 
cipal elections. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
6»  to  leave  out  the  -vrords  "  subject  to 
mush  ueeptum  as  may  be  alloved  in 
ponoanoe  of  this  Act."— (Jfr.  Wmrton.) 

Queetion,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  ont  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  i^reed  to. 

Mb.  H.  S.  NOBTHOOTE  said,  it  was 
evident  thai  if  the  matter  was  to  be 

dealt  with  in  the  way  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
wished  the  scale  of  expenditure  fixed  by 
the  Bill  86  it  stood  at  present  was  insuffi- 
cient. He  proposed,  therefore,  to  move 
that  the  maximum  of  £20  shotUd  be  in* 
creased  to  £25.  It  was  obvious  that  if 
mimicipal  contests  were  to  be  oonduoted 
on  non-political  lines,  the  electors  ought 
to  have  the  fullest  information  of  the 
views  of  the  local  representatives 
before  them.  AlUiough  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  that  an  expenditure  of 
£26  oould  have  any  great  effect  in  cor- 
rnpling  the  boroughs,  yet  its  expendi- 
ture on  printing,  &o.,  might  have  a  great 
effect  in  i^ording  the  electors  of  the 
'boTongh  full  information  with  regard  to 
the  questions  at  issue.  He  Aould  like 
to  suggest  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  Genwal  a  possible 
compromise.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  non.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
be  able  to  see  his  way  to  accept  it ;  but 
it  had  been  suggested  to  him  (Mr. 
Northoote)  by  a  municipal  agent,  who 
had  devoted  great  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter. This  municipal  agent  proposed 
that  in  wards  of  under  600  voters,  £15 
should  be  allowed ;  in  wards  between 
500  and  1,000  voters,  £25 ;  and  in  wards 
over  1,500,  £30,  with  a  so^e  of  Ad.  for 
eadi  voter  over  the  initial  number. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
13,  to  leave  out  the  words  "twenty 
pounds,"  and  insert  the  words  "twenty- 
five  pounds,"— (Jfr.  E.  8.  NmrthcoU,)— 
instead  thereof.  ' 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  twenty  pounds '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Thb  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Hbsby  Jaubs)  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Northcote)  had  stated  the  case  very 
fairly,  and  he  quite  felt  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  in  what  he  had  said.  This 
was  really  a  practical  matter,  and  he 
hoped  that  every  Member  would  vote 
exactly  as  he  thought  right.  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  £26  should  be  the 
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initial  expenditure,  and  Zd.  or  Ad.  per 
head  the  subsequent  amount?  As  far 
as  he  (the  Attorney  General)  could 
judge,  whetiier  they  adopted  the  £25, 
or  maintained  the  £20  limit,  or  whether 
they  had  44,  instead  of  the  Zd.  for  snb- 
eeqnmt  expenditure,  eitiier  sum  would 
take  elections  out  of  the  area  of  corrupt 
practices.  He  would  state  to  the  House 
briefly  why  he  should  prefer  to  adhere 
to  the  £20  limit  and  the  smaller  sum 
per  head.  In  the  first  place,  they  had 
discussed  this  matter  in  the  Ch^nd  Com- 
mittee, and  if  there  was  any  question 
which  it  was  desirable  that  such  Com- 
mittee should  determine,  it  was  this.  It 
was  eminentiy  a  question  to  be  intrusted 
to  such  a  body.  The  question  was  one 
very  materially  depending  upon  the  in- 
formation obtained  by  those  interested 
in  the  matter.  Information  had  been 
obtained  by  many  Members  of  the  Grand 
Committee  from  the  districts  they  repre- 
sented, and  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  in  favour  of  maintain* 
ing  the  maximum  at  £20  instead  of  £25. 
The  majority  of  the  oonstituenoiee  had 
thought  that  £20  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  pay  all  legitimate  expenses.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Liver- 

Cl  (Mr.  Whitley)  that  they  would  not 
ible  to  carry  on  municipal  elections 
for  this  sum  if  those  elections  were  to  be 
conducted  in  the  future  as  they  had  been 
in  the  past— that  was  to  say,  if  they 
were  to  carry  Xhem  on  by  giving  all  sorts 
of  useful  information  to  the  electors  as 
to  the  merits  of  particular  candidates  by 
addressing  placards  and  advertisements 
to  them.  In  that  event,  neither  sum 
now  proposed  would  be  sufiicient.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  give 
information  of  tiiis  kind  to  the  electors. 
Whether  a  ward  was  a  small  one,  or 
whether  .it  was  composed  of  1,600  elec- 
tors, he  believed  tlUt  every  morning, 
when  a  ratepayw  arose  from  bis  bed,  he 
would  get  all  the  information  he  required 
about  the  candidates,  if  there  was  any- 
thing he  did  not  know,  in  the  loeal 
papers.  The  electors  would  know  all 
they  were  wanted  to  know  without  put' 
ting  the  candidates  to  the  necessity  ot 
advertising.  If  they  had  a  committee 
room  at  all,  it  would  do  for  1,000  as  well 
as  for  500  electors,  and  in  the  same  way 
a  derk  would  be  able  to  manage  a  large 
number  as  oonvenienUy  as  he  could  a 
small  number.  It  was  necessary  that 
they  should,  form  an  o| 
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matter  upon  detailed  information  they 
received  from  the  constituencies ;  and 
though  he  did  not  for  a  moment  say  that 
he  vould  supersede  the  responsibility  of 
individual  Members  in  this  matter,  at 
the  same  time  he  must  point  out  that 
they  Tould  not  obtain  any  advantage  by 
going  into  a  lengthy  or  detailed  debate 
on  the  question.  Ijie  only  expression  of 
opinion  necessary  for  him  to  give  was  a 
general  one ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  believed  that  if  £25  was  inserted  in 
the  place  of  £20,  it  would  be  just  as 
useful  in  putting  an  end  to  corrupt  prac- 
tices. 

Sir  E.  A8SHET0N  CROSS  said,  he 
was  YBTj  glad  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  had  done 
two  things.  In  the  first  place,  he  was 
leased  to  hear  him  say  that  any  Mem- 
er  of  the  House  could  vote  exactly  as 
he  thought  fit,  without  any  pressure,  be- 
cause he  happened  to  sit  on  one  side  of 
tiie  House  instead  of  the  other.  He  (Sir 
B.  Assheton  Cross)  agreed  that  this  was 
not  a  Party  question.    In  the  second 

{>lace,  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  and 
earned  CI«ntleman  say  that  the  acoept- 
ance  of  the  higher  sum  instead  of  the 
lower  vould  he  e^ufdly  efSoacious  in 
putting  a  stop  to  hnbeir  and  corruption. 
He  (Sir  S.  Assheton  Cross)  had  gone 
carefully  into  this  question  to  find  out 
whether  the  £20  would  be  sufficient,  and 
the  result  of  bis  inquiries  was  that  in 
large  boroughs  like  Live^ool  it  would 
be  far  from  sufficient.  He  would  ask 
the  House,  as  there  was  no  question  of 
corruption  in  the  matter,  wheUier  a  man 
had  a  fair  chance  of  giving  his  consti- 
tuents to  understand  bis  qualifications 
and  his  reasons  for  desiring  to  be  put 
upon  the  Municipality,  when  his  initial 
expenses  were  limited  to  £20  ;  or,  at  any 
rate,  whether  he  would  have  as  good  an 
opportunity  as  he  would  if  he  were  en- 
abled to  spend  £25  ?  He  was  not  speak- 
ing of  a  man  who  oould  get  up  and  vaxk» 
a  speech  at  a  meeting  of  his  constituents, 
but  of  a  man  who,  without  the  op- 
portunity of  attending  meetings,  desired 
to  let  his  constituency  know  what  be 
felt,  and  why  he  stood.  The  question 
Traa,  could  a  man  do  this  for  the  smaller 
sum  ?  And  his  (Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross's) 
opinion  was  that  iu  such  places  as  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  he  could  not  do  so. 
No  man  who  wished  to  stand  at  the 
municipal  elections  at  these  places  should 
be  debarred ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  if 
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the  smaller  simi  were  adopted,  many 
persons  would  be  prevented  front  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  advantages  they 
wished  to  possess,  and  of  the  advant^es 
they  wished  their  constituents  to  have. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Liverpool  on  that  (the  Opposition) 
side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Whitley)  and  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Samuel 
Smith),  and  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
MonohestOT,  whether  his  view  was  not 
the  correct  one  ?  The  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  who  sat  on  that  (the  Con- 
servative) side  of  the  House(Mr.  Houlds- 
worth)  had  spoken  to  him  very  strongly 
upon  the  matter. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  said,  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  had  not 
addressed  himself  to  the  real  difficulty. 
He  did  not  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  at  all  realized  what  it  was  to 
contest  a  ward  in  a  Munioipslity  con- 
taining so  many  thousand  electors  as 
Liverpool.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman proposed  to  give  them  18  polling 
places.  They  must  hare  two  polling 
places  in  each  ward,  and  then  they  must 
have  a  polling  clerk  at  each  station ;  and 
he  would,  therefore,  ask  how  was  it  pos- 
sible to  work  such  a  oonstituency  as  this 
with  the  money  proposed  to  be  allowed  ? 
In  the  ward  he  (Mr.  Whitley)  repre- 
sented, it  was  essential  that  there  should 
be  a  large  number  of  polling  places, 
and  it  was  impossible  that  they  could 
get  them  for  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
allowed  in  the  BUI.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
had  intimated  that  be  had  consulted 
various  interests  on  this  matter ;  and  he 
(Mr.  Whitley)  would  like  to  ask  him  if 
he  had  consulted  anyone,  no  matter  of 
what  politics,  or  even  those  who  had  no 
political  bias  at  all,  in  the  large  towns, 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  work  an  election 
in  a  place  like  Liverpool  with  this 
money?  No  doubt,  it  would  be  possible 
to  do  it  in  small  boroughs;  but  sup- 
posing they  had  a  oonstituency  of  23,000 
to  send  an  address  to,  their  money  would 
be  almost  gone  at  once.  He  was  talking 
of  a  constituency  with  an  area  of  seven 
miles.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man  the  Attorney  General  could  have  no 
idea  of  the  difficulty  candidates  in  Liver- 
pool would  be  placed  in  if  his  proposal 
were  accepted ;  and  hf  (Mr.  Whitley) 
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Tould  ask  bon.  Members  representing 
large  constituencies  whether,  if  they 
consulted  their  constituents,  they  would 
not  find  them  all  against  the  proposal 
of  the  Bill  ?  He  trusted  the  House  would 
support  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  that  as  the  bon. 
and  learned  Gtentleman  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  was  kind  enough  to  say  that 
they  might  all  vote  as  they  liked,  he 
would  ask  x^bt  hon.  Qentlemen  sit- 
ting on  the  Treasury  Bench  not  to  put 
fbrward  the  Goremment  Whips  as 
Tellers  in  the  Division. 

Question  put 

The  House  divided ; — ^Ayes  95 ;  Noes 
42:  Majority  53-— (Div.  List,  No.  181.) 

Me.  H.  S.  NOBTHCOTE  :  I  have 
another  Amendment  oq  the  Paper ;  but 
after  the  Division  we  have  just  taken  I 
do  not  propose  to  proceed  with  it.  I 
refer  to  my  proposal  to  leave  out  in  line 
15  the  w<ms  "  three  pence,"  and  insert 
"four  pence." 

Clause  6  (Toting  by  prohibited  per- 
sona and  publishing  of  false  statements 
of  withdrawal  to  be  illegal). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
16,  after  the  word  "  election,"  to  leave 
out  "  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  or 
wing  the  election  of  another  candi- 
."—^Jfr.  WorUn.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
go^ued  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Thb  attorney  general  (Sir 
HsiTBT  Jaxbs)  said,  ha  had  not  caught 
the  object  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Warton)  in  moving  this  Amend- 
ment,  and  he  certaioly  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  adhere  to  the  words  in  the 
BilL 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Panishment  on  conviction 
of  illegal  practice). 

Ma.  WAETON  said,  the  next  Amend- 
ment, he  trusted,  would  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General.  He 
thought  that  the  £20  he  prraoaed  would 
be  ^uite  a  8u£Boient  disability,  without 
addmg  a  greater  incapacity ;  and  he 
would  therefore  more  to  leave  out  "one 
hundred  "  and  insert  "  twenty." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page.  4,  line. 
31,  to  leaTO  oat  tae  words "  one  hun- 


dred," and  insert  the  word  "  twenty," — 
(iff.  Warton,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  one  hundred '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hekbt  James)  said,  he  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment,  as  £100  had  been  ac- 
cepted after  a  long  discussion.  The 
clause  said  "  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds;"  therefore,  it  seemed  to  bim 
that  it  would  meet  any  very  gross  case. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  be  could 
not  imagine  anything  more  likely  to  dis- 
courage respectable  mea  from  becoming 
candidates  than  such  a  thing  as  this.  If 
such  a  provision  as  that  in  question  were 
retained,  the  effect  would  oe  to  throw 
elections  into  the  hands  of  an  inferior 
class  of  men.  That  would  be  the  effect 
of  imposing  too  heavy  a  penalty  for  what 
might  not  be  very  distinctly  an  illegal 
act. 

Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

Clause  10  (Employment  of  hacknqr 
carriages,  or  of  carriages  and  horses 
kept  for  hire). 

Me.  WARTON  said,  the  next  Amend- 
ment he  had  on  the  Paper  might  appear 
to  some  hon.  Members  a  very  trifling 
one ;  but  it  really  was  not  trifling,  be- 
cause, if  they  looked  at  the  phraseology 
of  the  BUI,  they  would  find  in  its  nomen- 
clature "  illegal  hiring  and  illegal  prac- 
tices." If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  would  look  at 
the  provision  before  the  one  he  (Mr. 
Warton)  wished  to  amend,  he  would  see 
the  words  used  in  another  sense.  In 
the  present  clause  the  phrase  "illegal 
hiring  "  was  not  used  in  its  proper  sense, 
because  it  was  used  both  in  the  sense  of 
hiring  and  lettingfor  hire.  He  objected 
to  this  use  of  new  phraseology — this 
introduction  of  a  new  phrase  altogether. 
They  would  find  the  words  "guilty  of 
illegal  hiring"  in  Clause  16,  not  only 
in  the  clause,  but  in  the  marginfu 
note  also.  It  was  not  "an  illegal  hiring." 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  would 
have  "an  illegal  hiring"  as  he  had  in 
one  part  of  the  Bill,  or  "  illegal  hiring  " 
as  he  had  in,  others  f 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5,  line 
25,  leave  out  "an.'*— (ifi*.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand^part  of  tho. 
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Thb  attorney  general  (Sir 
Henbt  Jakes)  said,  the  etriking  oat  of 
this  word  did  not  make  the  slightest 
difference  in  the  Bill.  As,  however,  it 
would  bring  about  greater  uniformity, 
he  was  much  obliged  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  having  pointed  it 
oat,  and  he  had  much  pleasure  in  ac- 
cepting the  proposal. 

Question  put,  and  nagatwtd, 

Word  $irwh  out  aocordingly. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Wakton,  further 
Amendment  made  in  line  30,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  an." 

Clause  12  (Certain  expenditure  to  be 
illegal  payment). 

Mr.  WASTON  said,  that  in  page  6, 
line  7,  he  wished  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment which  affected  rather  an  important 
matter  of  principle,  with  regard  to  which 
he  was  afraid  that  the  hem.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  would 

five  him  the  same  answer  as  he  had 
one  when  they  were  discussing  the 
Parliamentary  Elections  (Corrupt  and 
Illegal  Practices)  Bill  of  last  year.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  was  to  leave 
out  that  part  of  the  clause  which  was 

Xinst  the  use  of  cockades  and  ribbons, 
ch,  to  his  (Mr.  Warton'sJ  mind,  were 
quite  harmless  things.  These  municipal 
elections  were  not  of  the  same  gravity  as 
Parliamentary  elections ;  and,  therefore, 
even  if  it  was  desirable  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  use  of  these  thinj^  at  Parliamentary 
elections,  which  he  did  not  believe  it 
was,  it  was  not  necessary  to  put  a  stop 
to  their  employment  in  connection  with 
these  elections.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
go  into  the  same  muittfws  in  this  BiU  as 
th^  had  in  the  Parliamentary  Elections 
(Oormpt  and  Illegal  Ftactices)  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line 
7,  after  the  word  "flags,"  to  insert  the 
word  "  or."— ( Jfr.  Warion.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  or  *  be  there  inserted." 

Thb  ATTOHNBT  GENERAL  (Sir 
HmsRT  Jaheb)  said,  he  must  adhere  to 
his  banner.  This  provision  was  con- 
tained in  the  12th  clause  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Practices)  Act  of  last  year,  and  it  was 
discussed  at  some  length.  If  they  al- 
lowed banners  to  be  used  in  a  municipal 
election  and  not  in  Parliamentary  elec- 


tions, he  was  afraid  people  would  be 
prone  to  make  mistakes. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  13  (Certain  employment  to  be 
illegal). 

Me.  WAETON  said,  he  would  not 
move  the  next  two  Amendmeuta  which 
stood  in  his  name,  as  they  were  similar 
to  those  rejected  on  Clause  4 ;  but  he 
did  hope  to  have  the  support  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General, 
now  that  he  had  to  propose  to  leave 
out  in  page  6,  line  36,  "  contrary 
to  law,  and  insert  "  in  contraven- 
tion of  this  Act."  Honestly  and 
fairly  he  called  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  attention,  when  they  were 
on  Clause  4,  to  the  inconsistency  in  the 
Bill,  and  he  gave  him  his  choice  of  the 
phrases  "  contrary  to  law,"  or  in  "  con- 
travention of  this  Act."  It  would  be 
well  that,  as  they  were  creating  new 
crimes  by  this  Bill,  the  expression  "in 
contravention  of  this  Act,"  whicbthe  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  (General  required 
in  a  previous  clause,  should  be  required 
now. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line 
36,  to  leave  out  "conteary  to  law,"  and 
insert  "in  contravention  of  this  Act" 
— {Mr.  Wartmtj) — ^instead  Uiereot 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  contrary  to  law '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
HsNBT  Jakes)  said,  he  did  not  see  much 
difference  between  the  two  phrases,  and, 
therefore^  he  would  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  negoHved. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'in  contravention  of  tiiis  Act'  be  there  in- 
serted "  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  WARTON  proposed  the  omission 
of  the  dause.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  nrake  with  great  fonts 
in  respect  to  this  cUuse  when  he  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  BiU.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said  it  was 
very  proper  that  they  should  prevent 
publio-faonses  being  engaged  for  eleotitn 
purposes;  but  pu'haps  the  htm.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  not  consider  it 
unkind  in  him  (Mr.  Warton)  if  he  said 
that  in  his  speech  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  gave  excellent  reasons  why 
the  sam^  provision  ^uld  not  ba  apfdied 
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to  municipal  as  to  Parliamentary  elec- 
tions. They  knew  that  in  Parliamentary 
elections  it  was  very  easy  to  get  com- 
mittee rooms,  becanse  all  sorts  of  pecu- 
liar places  could  be  obtained;  but  in 
municipal  eleotions  it  was  not  so  easy  to 
get  rooms  tor  the  purposes  of  commit- 
tees. It  seemed  to  htm  (Mr.  Warton) 
that  there  should  be  no  stigma  placed 
on  a  really  respectable  trade.  The 
licensed  victuallers  only  wished  to  do 
what  was  proper ;  but  they  were  super- 
vised by  the  police  and  restricted  in 
every  way.  He  proposed  to  omit  the 
olanse. 

Amendment  proposed  to  leave  out 
Clause  16.— C^r.  Warton.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  '  any  pre- 
mises '  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and 
Qgr9ti  to. 

Me.  H.  8.  NORTHCOTE  proposed, 
as  an  Amendment,  in  page  7,  line  17, 
aftor  "  association,"  to  insert— 

"  Not  beinfl:  a  bond  ,fide  clnh,  society,  or  asso- 
ciation, which  shall  luiTe  been  in  ezistencd  for 
the  period  of  12  months  prior  to  the  passing  of 
this  Act" 

He  said  he  need  not  detain  the  House 
for  many  moments  in  submitting  this 
Amendment  to  its  judgment.  Aluongh 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James)  was  at  one  time  not 
disinclined  to  accede  to  the  principle  of 
allowing  bond  jid^  clubs  to  be  used  for 
political  election  purposes,  ultimately  he 
failed  to  make  a  proposal  which  was 
satisfactory  to  the  great  majority  of  the 
House.  The  Amendment  he  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Northcoto)  submitted  in  Committee  on 
this  Bulject  was  rejected,  on  the  ground 
that  municipal  elections  should  not  be 
oonducted  on  political  lines.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  however,  municipal  contests, 
in  a  iP^t  majority  of  the  Doroughs  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  were  fought  on 
political  grounds,  and  he  did  not  see  any 
immediate  prospect  of  a  eessatton  of  the 
practice.  If  such  contests  were  to  be 
fought  on  political  grounds,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  legitimato  political 
machinery  should  be  used.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  these  iond  fids  politico  clubs 
were  necessarily  the  places  where  a  great 
part  of  the  work  attending  municipal 
elections  was  done ;  and,  therefore,  their 
use  as  committee  rooms  should  be  for- 
mally I^^ized.  He  was  afraid,  if  that 
was  not  the  case,  a  great  deal  of  indirect 


and  underhand  work  must  necessarily  be 
done  at  the  clubs.  He  was  quite  certain 
that  if  working  men  belonged  to  the 
clubs  they  would  go  in  the  evening  and 
talk  over  the  election,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  a  certain  amount  of  objec- 
tionable work  being  done  in  an  informal 
way.  If  his  Amendment  were  adopted, 
there  woidd  be  an  assimilation,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  the  mode  of  conducting  Par- 
liamentary and  municipal  elections.  It 
was  clear  that  the  legalization  of  the  use 
of  political  clubs  would  not  make  any 
difference  in  the  conduct  of  munidpal 
elections  upon  political  grounds;  because 
the  men  who  became  candidates  for  seats 
in  Town  Councils  were,  as  a  rule,  not 
the  working  men  who  habitually  used 
the  club,  and  who  became  thoroughly 
saturated  with  political  Party  prin- 
ciples, but  leading  tradesmen,  who 
might  join  clubs  with  the  view  of  en- 
couraging the  Liberal  or  the  Conserva- 
tive cause,  and  who  would  stand  for  posi- 
tions in  the  Town  Council  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  their  membership  of  a  dub. 
Under  these  drcumstences,  and  wishing 
that  if  municipal  elections  were  to  be 
fought  on  political  grounds,  they  should 
be  fought  in  a  legitimate  manner,  he 
had  ventured  to  submit  this  Amendment 
to  the  House.  If  he  might  make  a  verbal 
alteration  in  his  Amendment  it  would 
be  to  substitute  "permanent"  for 
"iond  "Permanent"  was  a 

better  word,  and  more  completely  ex* 
pressed  his  meaning.  His  only  object 
in  saying  *'Joji4  jSc?*"  was  to  guard 
against  the  employment  of  mere  drink- 
ing shops,  which  were  sometimes  called 
clubs. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  7,  line  17,  after  the  word  "aasocia- 
tion,"  to  insert  the  words  "nothein^  a  per- 
manent olnh,  society,  or  association,  which  shall 
have  heen  in  existence  for  the  period  of  13 
months  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act*  —  (Jfr. 
ff.  S.  NftrthwU.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
HsNBT  Jaues)  said,  he  would  suggest 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (lib.  H.  S.  Itorth- 

cote)  that  he  should  withdraw  his 
Amendment  in  favour  of  the  one  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lincolnshire  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope),  on  which  Amendment  the 
question  could  be  more  appropriately 
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raised.  He  (Sir  Henry  James)  had  only 
to  trouble  ue  House  with  a  few  sen- 
tences in  expressing  his  views  upon  this 

subject.  He  had  to  ask  the  House  even 
more  strongly  than  before  to  take  upon 
itself  the  entire  responsibility  of  dealing* 
with  this  proposal.  As  he  was  in  the  novel 
oonditionof  finding  himself  differing  with 
some  of  his  Colleagues  on  the  question, 
he  wished  to  state  briefly  why  he  de- 
nred  to  see  this  Amendment  rejected. 
Would  the  House  see  what  they  were 
discussing  ?  It  really  was  not  the  ques- 
tion of  the  convenienoe  uf  a  particular 
candidate ;  but  a  very  broad  question 
they  were  discusnn^.  Many  penKHts 
wi^ed  to  take  municipal  elections  out 
of  the  area  of  Party  politics;  they 
wished  to  get,  as  members  of  monioipu 
bodies,  men  of  moderate  views,  who 
would  not  run  on  political  lines ;  but 
who  would  bo  wiihng  and  anxious  to 
■erve  the  localities  wiUkout  being  tied  to 
one  side  or  the  other.  What  was  pro- 
posed was  to  give  to  the  club  managers 
to  decide  who  should  be  elected.  Let 
the  House  take  into  its  view  a  practical 
condition  of  thiog^.  Suppose  there 
were  three  candidates  for  one  seat,  a 
Tory,  a  Liberal,  and  an  independent. 
The  Tory  and  the  Liberal  would  have 
the  use  of  their  respective  clubs  for 
committee  rooms ;  but  what  would  be- 
come of  the  independent  candidate? 
Take  the  case  where  they  had  two 
Tories  and  no  Liberal  standing  for  one 
seat.  The  Tory  who  placed  himself  in 
the  hands  of  the  Tory  managers  bad  a 
great  advantage  over  hia  opponent,  be- 
cause he  obtained  the  support  of  the 
dub,  as  well  as  of  those  who  were  of  the 
same  political  opinion.  By  the  use  of 
a  club  they  did  not  only  save  the  ex- 
pense of  a  oommittee  room,  but  the 
whole  weight  of  the  club  was  given  to 
the  candidate  the  club  espoused.  If  a 
political  club  took  up  the  cudgels  of  one 
of  its  partizans  and  gave  him  the  whole 
weight  of  the  Party  organization  and 
the  club  management,  what  chance  had 
any  other  candidate,  even  though  he 
might  hold  the  same  political  views? 
He  (Sir  Henry  James)  considered  that 
if  the  House  accepted  this  Amend- 
ment they  would  give  great  strength  to 
those  who  desired  to  see  Party  politics 
control  municipal  elections  ;  they  would 
give  to  municipal  contests  greater 
political  weight  than,  in  the  interest  of 
the  pablio,  uey  ought  to  lure.  These 
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were  his  own  opinions,  firom  which, 
many  with  whom  no  generally  agreed 
differed. 

Mb.  E.  stanhope  said,  be  would 
admit  there  was  something  in  what  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney Qenerai  (Sir  Henry  James)  had. 
said ;  but  he  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  did  not  attach  suffi- 
cient importance  to  the  fact  that  many 
dubs  had  been  established  for  tiie  pur- 
pose of  promoting  electoral  purity. 
["  Oh,  ohi  "j  That  was  his  opinion — 
indeed,  he  was  quite  certain  it  was  a 
fact  that,  in  a  good  many  borooghs 
where  previously  corrupt  practices  had 
prevailed,  pore  elections  had  been  the 
outcome  of  the  establishment  of  political 
dubs.  One  reason  why  he  had  framed 
his  Amendment  in  the  fonn  in  which  it 
appeared  on  the  ^per  was  that  mai^ 
ditbs  had  been  formed  in  whieh  intozt- 
oating  liquors  oonid  not  be  sold,  and  the 
clause  now  under  oonraderation  would 
prevent  such  clubs  being  used  foe  - 
political  purposes.  That,  in  his  opini<mt 
was  unreasonable  and  unfair.  If  hia 
hon..  Friend  { Mr.  Northcote)  wonld 
allow  him  to  submit  his  Amendment  to 
the  House,  he  hoped  it  would  meet  with 
the  approval  of  hon.  Gentlemen. 

Mb.  H.  S.  NOKTHCOTE  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  add,  at  end  of  the 
clause — "  Provided  also,  That  nothing  in, 
this  section  shall  apply  to  any  perma- 
nent political  club." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pa^  7,  line  32,  to  inaert  at  the  end  of  the 
Bub-sectioD,  the  words  "  Provided  also.  That 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  apply  to  any  per- 
manent  political  club." — (Jfr.  £.  StMhept.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worda 

be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  AETHUE  AENOLD  said,  with 
regard  to  the  remark  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General(Sir  Henry 
James),  that  if  they  did  not  allow 
political  clubs  to  be  used  for  election 
purposes,  they  would  oertainly  not  pre- 
vent municipal  elections  being  more  or 
leas  political.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  politics 
did  enter  into  municipal  oontests.  He 
said — "  You  give  to  the  liberal  or  Toct* 
candidato  all  the  dub  arjpnuBation* 
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He  (ICr.  Arthur  Arnold)  replied  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman — **Yoa 
eannot  take  it  from  him."  In  erery 
lai^  boTongh  tfaeee  clubs  existed — in 
all  the  Lancashire  boroughs  they  existed 
to  a  gpreat  degree,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  deprive  a  Party  candidate  of  the 
BBf^rt  a  club  oould  give  him.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  asked 
what  was  to  become  of  the  independent 
oasdidate.  Unless  he  was  a  man  of 
great  personal  weight  he  would  stand 
vexy  badly  at  any  time;  if  he  was  a 
man  of  great  weight  and  standing  he 
would  probably  succeed.  Considering 
that  evnry  Member  on  the  Ghtmd  Com- 
mittee who  represented  a  large  borough 
constitaent^  voted  for  this  Amendment 
he  hoped  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Klem- 
her  for  Mid  LinoolBshire  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) Tonld  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Ifa.  CATTSTON  said,  he  hoped  the 
AiBBndmgnt  would  not  be  adopted. 
Vthm  the  House  was  in  Oonuuittee  on 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  (Corrupt 
and  Illegal  Practices)  Bill  of  last  year, 
he  and  hia  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread)  spoke  stron^y 
against  snth  a  proposition  ae  the  pre- 
sent. If  all  Uie  clubs  which  would  be 
affected  w«re  bond  Jids  political  clubs,  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  the  proposi- 
^on;  but  what  he  contended  was  that 
in  nearly  all  the  boroughs  of  the  King- 
dcnn  clubs  had  been  started  which  were 
not  imtd  fii9  Liberal  or  Conservative 
dabs.  The  rank  and  file  of  some  clubs 
iwid  very  small  coBtributtons,  while  -the 
ridwr  memben  of  the  Far^  to  which 
the  ehib  was  attached  jffovided  iands 
whidL  enabled  the  poorer  members  to 
enjoy  the  Inxoriea  of  eating  and  drink- 
ing, but  not  at  tiieir  own  expense. 
Tut,  in  his  opinion,  was  corruption  in 
its  worst  form.  It  was  quite  unnecessary 
that  clubs  should  be  used  for  municipal 
sLectiou  purposes.  He  hoped  the  Hoose 
woold  support  the  hon.  and  learned 
Aitomey  General  in  his  endeavour  to 
put  down  what  really  amounted  to  a 
very  cormpt  practice. 

Sn  R.  ASSOETON  GROSS  said,  it 
was  quite  clear  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ctdcheator  (libr.  Causton)  knew  nothing 
of  the  independeaoe  of  feeling  and 
Mtioa  <A  the  woirking  men  of  Lanoa- 
i^nre.   

Ur.  DILLWTN  said,  he  entirely 
agBsed  with  the  view  of  tiie  hon.  and 
l««med  Attorney  GeneraL    Th«  mora  I 


they  eliminated  political  matters  from 
municipal  elections  the  better.  He  de- 
sired to  see  independent  men  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  local  concerns  of  a 
borough  ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  use  of  political  clubs  for 
election  purposes  would  greatly  con- 
tribute to  such  an  end. 

Me.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James)  had  said  he  was  very 
anxious  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
the  political  element  into  municipal  con- 
flicts. The  hon.  and  learned  Q^ntleman 
seemed  to  forget  that  that  element  al- 
ready existed  very  largely  in  some  of 
the  principal  boroughs  of  the  Kingdom. 
He  asserted  that,  asamatter  of  fact— and 
be  ehallmged  oontradiotion  on  the  point 
— munioipol  eleotifms  in  some  of  the  lar- 
gest bonmghs  w«re  inwiably  fonght  on 
political  lines— just  as  much  on  political 
Unes  as  any  Faniamentary  electron.  He 
did  not  intend  to  ai^e  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong.  It  was  a  very  taking 
argument  in  favour  of  the  view  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General,  that 
they  should,  if  possible,  get  the  best  men 
to  {>erform  the  work  of  our  Mnnioipali- 
ties.  But  it  was  contended  that  the 
beat  way  of  getting  the  best  men  was 
the  introduction  of  tiie  political  element. 
The  experience  of  many .  Gentlemen, 
who  knew  a  great  deal  more  about 
municipal  life  than  he  did,  was  that  the 
best  men  of  the  different  Parties  eame 
forward  when  they  received  the  sym- 
pathy and  influence  of  their  Parties. 
But  wheUier  it  be  right  .or  wiwigf  he 
did  not  think  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  passing  a  Mnnimpal  EUotions  (Oor* 
rapt  and  lUegal  Fraotioes)  Bill,  was 
justified  in  endeavouring  to  introduce 
some  new  principle  into  municipal  elec- 
tions which  did  not  exist  already.  They 
had  to  try  to  prevent  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, and  not  to  try  to  introduce  any 
new  principle  into  municipal  elections. 
Last  year,  when  considering  the  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  (Oomipt  and  Illegal 
Practices)  Bill,  they  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  ought  to  allow  candi- 
dates the  advantage  of  the  use  of  per^ 
manent  political  olubs  for  committee 
purposes.  If  it  was  right  to  use  olubs 
in  Parliamentary  elections,  it  was  equally 
right  to  use  them  in  municipal  elections. 
The  observations  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Colchester  (Mr.  Causton^  would  apply 
with  08  mudi  fone  to  Parliamwitniy  u 
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to  mmiioipal  eleetions.  The  Leg^^tore 
did  not  adopt  the  view  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
bnt  had  ailoved  dabs  to  be  used  for 
political  panKMee,  He  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  could  not  see  whjthe  House 
should  apply  one  rule  to  one  class  of 
elections  and  another  rule  to  another 
class  of  elections.  When  a  Liberal  and 
Tory  stood  for  any  municipal  con- 
stituency, it  was  useless  to  tuk  about 
an  independent  candidate.  In  boroughs 
where  the  Liberal  and  Toir  elements 
were  strong,  elections  would  be  fought 
on  Party  Unea.  He  should  certainly 
Tote  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lincolnsbire  (Mr.  £.  Stanhope) ;  because 
what  the  bon.  Gentleman  proposed  was 
a  wise  proTision  to  introduce,  and  it 
would  fairly  carry  out  the  legislation  of 
last  year. 

Mh.  monk  saidt  that,  with  all  respect 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  be  could  not 
agree  witb  him  that  munidpal  Sections 
ought  to  be  fought  strictly  on  political 
grounds. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLEB  said,  he  should 
be  sorry  to  be  misunderstood.  He  did 
not  say  municipal  elections  ought  to  be 
fought  on  political  lines ;  but  he  said, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  were  fought 
on  political  grounds.  He  must  not  be 
quoted  as  having  said  that  municipal 
Sections  ought  to  be  so  fought. 

Mb.  monk  said,  he  entirely  ^reed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton that,  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances, municipal  elections  were  fought 
on  political  grounds ;  but  he  thought 
the  House  should  do  all  it  could  to  dis- 
courage snob  elections  being  so  fought. 
He  took  exception  to  what  had  fulen 
from  the  bon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold).  That  hon.  Gtentleman 
had  said  that  in  the  Grand  Oommittee, 
of  which  ho  was  a  distinguished  Mem- 
bra, all  the  Members  for  the  luge 
mnnicipsl  boroughs  voted  in  favour  of 
this  Amendment.  Now,  there  was  a 
Division  in  the  Committee;  bnt  there 
was  a  majority  of  three  to  one  against 
the  view  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford 
— there  were  26  against  the  propoeal, 
and  nine  for  it,  and  by  far  the  larger 
number  of  Members  who  sat  for  laige 
municipal  boroughs  voted  against  the 
proposal.  His  hon.  Friends  the  Member 
for  Salford  and  the  Member  for  Oldham 
were  the  principal  Bepresentatives  <^ 
lai^  boroughs  who  voted  for  tbe  pro- 


posal,  while  the  hon.  Member  for  Bristol, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport,  and 
others — 1^  tax  the  greater  majoritiy  of 
Bepresentotires  of  eonstituenoies— 
were  opposed  to  it.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  support  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry 
James)  in  rejecting  this  proposal. 

Ma.  AGNEW  said,  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  Amendment'of  the  hon. 
GenUeman^the  Member  for  Mid  Lincoln* 
shire  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  because  he  was 
convinced  that  the  agency  of  clubs  had 
largely  resulted  in  inducing  the  best 
men,  be  they  Liberals  or  ConservativeSf 
to  become  candidates  at  municipal  elee- 
tions. He  was  of  opinion,  too,  that  the 
clubs  so  largely  established  in  the  North 
of  England  had,  in  their  operation, 
resulted  in  not  only  providing  a 
better  class  of  candidates  for  mui^pal 
elections,  but  in  elections  bang  con* 
ducted  in  a  much  more  otAxAj  manner 
than  formerly. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divitUd: — ^Ayes  48;  Noes 
78 :  Majority  30.— (Dir.  List,  No.  183.) 

Clause  19  (Beport  exonerating  candi- 
date in  certain  cases  of  corrupt  and 

illegal  practice  by  agents). 

Mb,  WABTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  insert  after  "oharacter," 
in  page  8,  line  27,  "  and  oould  not 
reasonably  have  been  supposed  to  have 
affected  the  result  of  the  election,"  said, 
the  hon,  and  learned  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James)  would  know,  of  coune, 
whence  the  words  he  proposed  to  insert 
came.  Parliament  had  already  laid 
down  the  principle  that,  where  corrnpt 
practices  extensively  prevailed,  it  was 
reasonable  to  suppose  they  a£Fected  the 
result  of  the  election.  He  (Mr.  Warton) 
thought,  however,  that  if  the  corrupt 
practices  were  of  a  trivial  oharaeter 
they  ought  not  to  be  heid  to  invalidate 
the  election.  It  was  quite  possible  that 
in  the  case  of  a  very  closely-contested 
election— an  election  which  turned,  for 
instance,  on  one  or  two  votes  — the 
oflFenoes  committed  might  be  of  &  very 
trivial  and  unimportant  nature.  This 
Amendment  he  proposed  in  the  interest 
of  purity  of  elecbon,  and  he  omS.- 
denUy  submitted  these  words  to  the  ap* 
proval  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Atttna^ 
QeneraL 
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Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  8,  line  27,  after  the  word  "clia- 
ncter,"  to  insert  the  words  "and  ooold  not 
roMonaMy  have  hean  mpjposed  to  have  affected 
the  result  of  the  deotiou.** — {Mr.  Wartom.) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "That  those  words 
Ik  there  insertecl." 

The  attorney  GENERAXi  (Sir 
Hevbt  Jakes)  said,  he  could  not  assent 
to  the  Amendment,  because  it  was  evi- 
dent, if  any  offences  aflfected  the  result 
of  the  election,  they  could  not  be  trivial 
or  unimportant. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  20  (Power  of  High  Court  and 
Election  Court  to  except  innocent  act 
from  being  illegal  practice,  &o.). 

Mb.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  insert  after  "  same,"  in 
page  9,  line  12,  "  a  corrupt  practice 
or,  said,  this  Amendment  also  he  moved 
in  the  interest  of  puritj.  He  wanted  to 
have  corrupt  praoti<»s  provided  for,  as 
veil  as  illegal  practices. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  line 
12,  after  the  worn  ''same,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  a  corrupt  practice  or."— 
{Mr.  Warten.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  mgatived. 

Clause  21  (Sending  in  claims  and 
making  payments  for  mection  expenses). 

Mb.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  line  24  in  page 
9,  said,  it  seemed  to  him  perfectly  ab- 
surd to  retain  this  line  in  the  clause. 
The  same  idea  was  expressed  twice  over 
in  two  consecutive  lines — "Any  person 
who  makes  a  claim  except  where  the 
payment  is  allowed."  How  could  a 
payment  be  made  in  contravention  of 
the  section  if  it  was  allowed  by  the 
section? 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  to 
leave  oat  line  24.— (i/r.  WarUm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Hne  24 
stand  part  of  the  BilL" 

Th»  attorney  general  (Sir 
HsasT  James)  said,  he  most  confess  that 
the  hen.  and  learned  Gentieman  (Mr. 
Warton)  had  been  rather  ingenious  in 
finding  ffpporiunitieB  to  move  Amend- 
ments. Payment  might  be  in  oontra- 
Tsntion  of  the  seetion,  as  Uie  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  see  in  the 


next  pa^e,  although,  in  contravention  of 
the  section,  certain  payment  was  to  be 
allowed.   This  line  was  quite  necessary. 

Question  put,  and  agr$$i  U. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10, 
line  18,  to  leave  out  the  worn  "  an." 
— (Jfr.  Wartom.) 

Question,  "  That  the  wtfrd  '  an  *  stond 
part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  24  (list  in  bui^ss  roll  of 
persons  inoapaoitated  for  voting  by  cor- 
rupt or  illegal  praotioes). 

Ma.  WARTON,  in  moinng,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  "  other,"  tn 
page  II,  line  29,  said,  he  wished  to  ex- 
plain that  this  Amendment  must  be 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  others 
he  had  put  down  to  the  same  clause.  It 
appeared  to  him  it  would  be  far  better 
not  to  have  the  phrase  "or  an  election 
to  any  public  oSice."  It  would  also  be 
shorter  and  simpler  to  say  "  continuing 
or  amending  tlus  or  that  Act."  The 
phrase  empoyed  in  the  clause  was 
rather  roundabout;  and  as  they  were 
dealing  with  corrupt  practices  and  other 
crimes,  it  was  neealeea  to  sapr  "  under 
any  Act  continuing  or  amending  this  or 
that  Act." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  11, 
line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word  "other." 
—(Mr.  Warton.) 

Question,  "  That  tbe  word  '  other  * 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed 

to. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  11,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "  Act "  to  the  word  "  office,"  in  line  30, 
incIusiTe,  in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  con- 
tinuiag  or  amending  this  or  that  Act,"— (ifr. 

Warton,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "and,"  in  page  11,  line  82, 
andin8erttheword"or,"— (itfr.  WartoHf) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'and* 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Qaestion,  "That  the  word  'or'  be 
there  inserted,"  put,  and  ^0re$d  to. 
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Mb.  WASTON  proposed,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  insert  after  "  Farlia- 
mentarj,"  in  page  II,  line  41,  "or 
municipal." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  11, 
line  41,  after  the  word  "  Parliamen- 
tary," to  insert  the  words  "or  muni- 
cipal."—(Jfr.  TFarton.) 

QuoBtion  proposed,  "  That  those  voids 
be  there  inserted." 

Th«  ATTOKNET  general  (Sir 
Hbnrt  Jahss)  opposed  the  Amendment 
because  the  woraa  "  or  anj  public 
office"  corered  "municipal." 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  agreed  with 
wKat  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Ge- 
neral had  said ;  but  it  would  be  better 
and  shorter  to  hare  "  ^rliamentary  or 
municipal." 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
HEirnT  Jamss)  said,  the  word  "  muni- 
cipal" did  not  carry  into  effect  what 
was  wished.  There  were  offloea  such  ne 
Boards  of  Guudians  and  Local  Boardt^ 
which  did  not  oome  under  "  manioipul," 
but  which  did  oome  under  "other  pub- 
Uc  ofiace." 

Question  put,  and  n0gntw9i. 

Clause  25  (Time  for  presentation  of 
petition  alleging  illegal  practices). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt  Jaues)  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, to  insert  Olause  26  as  sub-section 
(1)  of  Clause  %b. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  13,  line  10,  at  beguming  of  Gaaae, 
to  inaart  Ckusa  26  as  Snb^Section  (1).— (Jfr. 
Attomtg  Oetural.) 

Question,  "That  the  said  Clause  be 
there  inserted  as  sub-section  (1),"  put, 
and  egretd  to. 

Ms.  WARTON  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, to  leave  out  "an,"  in  page  13, 
line  U. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13, 
line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  an." — 

{Mt.  fFarton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  tiio  word 
'  an  *  stand  part  of  the  BUI." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  said,  he  was  sorry  he 
could  not  give  way  to  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend's  "  an  "  on  this  occasion. 

Question  pot,  and  affreed  U. 


Chrase  27  (Withdrawal  of  election 

petition), 

Mb.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  "  on  special 
grounds,"  in  page  13,  line  89,  said,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  these  words  were 
quite  unnecessary.  Why  not  say, 
"  which  seem  just  to  U:^  Court,"  as 
they  had  said  before  ? 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13^ 
line  39,  leave  out  tiie  words  "  on  special 
grounds." — {Mr.  Warton.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill/* 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  warton,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  in  page  14,  line  1,  to  leave 
out  all  after  "state,"  to  md  of  sub- 
section, and  insert— 

"  Fully  the  terms  of  any  agroement  or  under- 
taking made  or  entered  into  respecting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  petition,  to  vhiui  agnemcnt 
or  undettakiaff  the  deponsnt  mayuve  Iwsn 
party  or  privy. 

said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  provi- 
sion in  sub-section  (3)  was  extremely 
long  and  unnecessary,  and  be  trusted 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
would  see  his  way  to  omit  it. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  14,  line  1,  to  leave  oat  all  the  worda 
after  the  word  "  atate  "  to  the  end  of  auh-sectioa, 
and  insert  the  words  "  fully  the  terms  of  any 
agreement  or  undertaking  made  or  entered  into 
respooting  the  withdrawal  of  the  petition,  to 
which  agreement  or  undertaking  the  deponent 
may  have  been  party  or  privy," — (Jfr.  Warton^) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  sttmd  part  of  tlie  Bill," 
put  and  agrttd  to. 

Mb.  warton,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  "  (whether 
lawful  Of  unlawful) "  in  page  14,  line 
18,  said,  he  would  ask  what  did  tbe 
phrase  mean  ?  Bid  it  mean  that  the 
person  making  the  affidavit  was  to 
state  whether,  in  his  Opinion,  the 
grounds  were  lawful  or  unlaw^,  or  did 
it  mean  all  the  grounds?  If  it  meant 
all  the  gronnds,  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  say  whether  lawful  or  unlawful. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  14,  line 
18,  to  leave  out  the  words  ("  whether 
lawful  or  unlawful.") — {Mr.  Warton.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  '(wfaetiier 
lawful  or  unlawful ) '  stand  part  M  the 
BUI,"  put,  and  ajp-tod  i9, 
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Mk.  WABTON  said,  he  should  not 
move  any  of  the  following  10  or  12 
Amendments  which  stood  m  his  name 
on  the  Paper. 

Clause  30  (Power  to  election  court  to 
order  payment  by  borough,  or  indiridual, 
of  costs  of  election  petition). 

Mb.  INDEEWICE:  said,  he  proposed, 
as  an  Amendment,  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  the  clause — 

"  Ko  witnew  on  the  trial  of  any  nmnicipal 
•lectioD  petitioD  presented  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act  aball  be  liable  to  be  asked,  or  bound  to 
answer,  any  qaestion  for  the  purpose  of  pro7< 
ing,  or  tending  to  proTe,  the  commission  of  any 
cormpt  practice  at  or  in  relation  to  any  ParUi^ 
mantuy  or  mnnioipal  election  prior  to  the  paaa- 
ing  of  tiiis  Act." 

There  were  two  modes  of  inquiring  as 
to  the  existenoe  of  corrupt  practices  at 
a  Parliamentary  eleetiou — either  Com- 
missioners were  appointed  by  the  Crown 
to  make  an  inquiry,  or  an  Election  Pe- 
tition was  presented  against  the  return 
of  a  Member  to  the  House.  The  49th 
section  of  the  Farliamentary  Elections 
(Oorrapt  and  lUegal  PMctioes)  Act  was 
as  follows : — 

**  Provided  that  in  all  cases  where  the  Com- 
Hiiwionerf  have  been  appointed  to  inqaire  into 
cornipt  practices,  the  Coaunisaionen  shall  not 
inquire  into  any  corrupt  practices  with  regard 
to  any  elections  which  have  taken  place  before 
the  passing  of  the  Act ;  " 

and  then  the  Act  further  provided— 

"  Hiat  no  witnesses  called  before  such  Com- 
miiaionerB,  and  no  witnesses  called  on  any  elec- 
tion petition  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  sball 
be  allowed  to  be  asked,  or  bound  to  answer,  any 
^oestion  for  the  pnr^KMe  of  proving  the  commis- 
Btoa  of  oormpt  praetaoea  in  ration  to  any  dec- 
tian  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act.*' 

Of  course,  the  Amendment  he  proposed 
had  no  reference  to  a  Commission,  be- 
eaoee  a  Commission  was  not  issued  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  corrupt 
practices  at  municipal  ueotions.  But 
there  were  such  things  as  election  peU- 
tioos  in  r^ard  to  municipal  elections, 
as  there  were  in  regard  to  Parliamentary 
elections;  aad  he  proposed,  therefore, 
to  add  words  to  adssimilate  this  Act  with 
the  Act  of  last  year  in  regard  to  the 
mode  in  which  election  inquiriea  should 
be  conducted.  The  House  would  recol- 
lect that  this  matter  was  discussed  at 
great  length  when  the  Parliamentary 
Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Praoticos) 
BUI  was  before  the  House.  A  clause, 
aimilar  to  the  one  he  (Mr.  Inderwiok) 
now  mored,  was  proposed  by  the  hon. 


Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Anderson), 
and  received  the  universal  assent  of  the 
House.  The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  gave  his 
assent  to  the  clause,  and  said,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  a  very  valuable 
addition  to  the  Bill ;  and  added — 

"With  regard  to  these  matters,  byegones 
should  be  byegones ;  and  when  this  Act  passed, 
there  shoQld  be  no  one  who  should  be  m  fear 
of  coming  forward." 

Such  was  the  feeling  entertained  by 
every  Member  of  the  House,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  cUuse  reoeired  general 
assent.  There  was  only  one  other  ol>- 
servatiw  be  had  to  mue.  When  the 
Act  was  passed  last  year,  it  was  said  it 
was  very  proper  to  pass  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment whioh  would  prevent  any  Mem- 
ber's past  misdeeds  being  inquired  into. 
He  was  bound  to  say  the  House  of  Com- 
mons would  stand  in  a  somewhat  in- 
vidious position  if  they  failed  to  consider 
in  the  same  tone  and  temper  a  question 
of  this  kind  as  affecting  Municipalities 
and  municipal  electors  of  the  country. 
He  begged  to  move  the  Amendment 
which  stood  in  'his  name. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  18,  line  13,  at  the  end  of  the  sub- 
section, to  insert  the  words — "  No  witness  on 
the  trial  of  any  municipal  election  pctiUon  pre- 
sentsd  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  he 
liable  to  be  ashed,  or  bound  to  answer,  any 
question  for  the  purpose  of  proving,  or  tending 
to  prove,  the  commission  of  any  cormpt  practice 
at  or  in  relation  to  any  Parliamentary  or  moni- 
cipal  election  prior  to  the  passing  of  thia  Act." 
[Mr.  Indtrwiek.) 

Qaestion  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'* 

Me.  EDWAKD  CLAEKE  said,  that 
though  be  was  partly  responsible  for  the 
form  of  the  clause  adopted  by  the  House 
last  year,  he  could  not  support  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Inderwick)  in 
the  proposal  he  now  made.  The  two 
cases  were  essentially  different.  It  was 
felt  that  unless  some  such  clause  as  this 
were  inserted  in  the  Parliamentary  Elec- 
tions (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices) 
Bill,  there  were  a  good  man^r  boroughs 
in  the  country  in  which  Petitions  would 
not  be  presented  from  the  fear  that  the 
evidence  given  conceminff  ^aat  elections 
might  have  the  effect  of  bringing  about 
a  disfranchisement  of  the  constituency. 
He  [Mr.  E.  Clarke),  and  the  majority  of 
the  House,  thought  it  was  desirable  to 
r^ove  that  fear,  and  so  snal^Jtwioughs 
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to  stsit  entirely  free  from  the  check 
upon  petitions  which  existed  in  the 
memory  of  past  misdeeds.  But  that 
did  not  apply  to  municipal  elections  at 
all.  There  was  no  danger  of  the  reve- 
lations  made  upon  one  petition  leading  to 
a  Oommiasion  and  the  disfraachisement 
of  the  place.  The  only  thing  that  this 
clause  would  do,  if  it  were  put  in  the 
Bill,  would  be  to  enable  people  who  had 
been  guilty  of  bribery  in  past  times  to 
go  into  the  witness-box  and  present 
themselves  on  the  trial  of  an  election 
petition  absolutely  free  from  any  danger 
of  having  their  character  attacked,  or 
of  having  their  evidence  discredited  by 
their  past  aotiona.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attome^  Qeneral  (Sir 
Henry  Jamw)  would  not  oonsent  to  in- 
troduce this  clause,  which  would  not 
produce  the  good  results  which  they 
hoped  and  expected  from  the  clause  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  of  last  year,  but  which 
would  result  in  putting  the  man  unclean 
in  municipal  matters  on  exactly  the 
same  footing  as  the  man  who  had  been 
olean  all  his  life. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt  James)  said,  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  clause.  An  inquiry  into  a  Parlia- 
mentary election  was  veiy  different  to 
that  into  a  municipal  election.  In  the 
case  of  a  Parliamentary  election,  Royal 
Oommiasioners  were  appointed  whose 
duty  it  was  to  inquire  into  past  elections. 
In  the  case  of  municipal  elections,  they 
had  no  such  inquiries.  They  had  only 
inquiries  as  to  particular  elections,  and 
the  result  of  this  clause  would  be  simply 
to  prevent  cross-examination'  as  to  a 
man's  credit.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
clause  would  give  a  good  character  as 
regarded  corrupt  practices  to  every  wit- 
ness who  came  into  the  box.  A  man 
might  have  been  a  briber  all  his  life, 
and  yet  nothing  could  be  asked  him  as 
to  his  credibility.  That  would  be  the 
only  effect  of  the  clause ;  and,  therefore, 
he  (Sir  Henry  James)  hoped  it  would 
not  be  approved  by  the  House. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said,  he 
could  not  agree  with  his  hon.  and  learned  . 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry 
James)  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Uem- 
ber  for  Plymouth  (Mr.  E.  Clarke)  in 
their  attempt  to  discriminate  in  this 
matter  between  ParHameutary  and  muni- 
cipal elections.  The  object  of  Hua  Bill 
and  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  (Cor- 
rupt and  Hlegal  Practices)  Bill  was,  as 

Mr.  Sdmiri  ClwrU 


he  understood  it,  to  promote  purity  of 
election,  and  the  only  way  in  which  that 
could  be  done  was  to  encourage  Petitions. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Pljymouth  had  argued  that 
they  would  discourage  Parliamentary 
Petitions,  but  not  municipal  petitions, 
by  not  accepting  this  clause.  It  appeared 
to  him  (Mr.  S.  Buxton)  that  they  would 
just  as  much  discourage  municipal  elec- 
tion petitions  as  they  would  Parlia- 
mentary Election  Petitions,  for  the 
borough  was  as  corrupt  in  manioipal 
matters  as  in  Parliamentary.  It  would 
be  just  in  those  boroughs  where  corrup- 
tion had  taken  place  at  past  municipal 
elections  that  a  petitioner  would  be 
a&aid  to  petition,  not  through  fear  of 
dis&anchisement,  but  through  the  fear 
that  he  himseU^  or  his  fiienos,  would  be 
exposed  to  the  obloquy  of  haviiw  taken 
part  in  past  acts  of  bribery.  He  (Mr. 
S.  Buxton)  could  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  that 
that  fear  would  be  entirely  done  away 
with  by  the  fact  that  the  town  would 
not  be  disfranchised.  He  agreed  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Inder- 
wick)  that,  in  this  matter,  the  law  re- 
lating to  municipal  elections  should  be 
assimilated  to  that  affecting  Parlia- 
mentary elections ;  and,  therefore,  he 
very  heartily  supported  the  clause  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  proposed. 
Question  put,  and  negaiivBd. 

Clause  36  (Application  to  City  of 
London  of  Act  and  of  Part  IV.  of  45  & 
46  Vict.  0.  SO). 

Mn.  B.  N.  FOWLER  (Lord  Matoh) 
said,  he  proposed,  as  an  Amendment,  to 
leave  out,  in  page  20,  line  34,  "  in  the 
case  of  an  election  hy  liverymen  in  Com- 
mon Hall,  and."  The  City  of  London 
had  no  wish  to  be  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill;  but  the  elections  with 
which  this  and  the  subsequent  Amend- 
ments be  had  on  the  Paper  had  to  deal 
were  very  different  from  any  other 
municipal  elections — ^they  were,  in  faot, 
rather  of  the  character  of  Parliamentary 
elections.  The  liverymen  formed  a  veir 
large  constituency,  many  of  them  resid- 
ing considerable  distances  from  the  City. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  did  not  see 
how  it  was  possible  the  pronsions  of  the 
Bill  could  apply  to  the  elections  by  livery- 
men. As  regards  the  Lord  Mayor's 
election,  in  any  contest  the  merits  of  the 
candidates  would  be  wdl^  known,  more 
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or  less  ;  but  in  the  case  of  an  election 
for  the  office  of  Chamberlain  that  would 
not  be  the  case,  and  candidates  might 
not  be  very  much  known.  Politics,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  did  not  enter  much 
into  Gitry  elections ;  but  that  made  it  all 
the  more  necessary  to  make  oneself 
known  to  tiie  electorate  by  circulars  and 
advertisements,  and  any  candidate  must 
be  put  to  very  considerable  expense.  So 
that  they  had  a  claim  to  have  a  reason- 
able sum  allowed  for  expenses  that  mnet 
necessarily  be  incurred  under  the  oiroum- 
stances.  The  sum  he  had  named  was 
quite  as  little  as  it  was  possible  to  oon- 
dnct  an  election  upon,  aod  it  was  only 
two-thirds  of  what  would  be  allowed  in 
a  Parliamentary  election.  In  many 
respects,  the  election  for  Lord  Mayor 
bore  more  analogy  to  a  Parliamentary 
election  than  anything  else,  and,  cer- 
tainly, he  did  not  see  how  it  was  pos- 
sible to  oonduet  an  election  on  the  small 
sum  allowed  in  the  Bill ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, hoped  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  General  would  see  his  way 
to  allowing  the  Amendment.  Contested 
elections  to  the  offioM  <d  Lord  Mayor 
and  Sheriff  were  rare — still  they  occa- 
sionally arose ;  and  he  did  not  see  how 
lAiey  could  be  properly  conducted  as  the 
Bill  stood. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  20, 
line  34,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  in  the 
case  of  an  election  by  liverymen  in  Com- 
mon Hall,  and."— (iTr.  R.  IT.  FouUr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
gK^ieed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Mb.  Aldebmak  "W.  LAWEENCE 
said,  he  was  sorry  the  discussion  of  this 
Amendment  had  been  driven  to  such  a 
late  hour,  for  this  was  a  very  important 
danse  in  the  Bill.  At  first,  the  City  was 
not  included  in  the  Bill ;  but  the  civic 
authorities  thonght  the  Oi^  ought  to  be 
included,  for  they  did  not  tbuk  their 
elections  diould  be  so  expensive  as  they 
had  been.  The  elections  in  Common 
EUl  were  difi'erent  to  any  other  elections 
in  the  country.  In  Common  Hfdl,  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  the  Chamberlain, 
and  two  or  three  less  important  officers 
were  elected ;  and,  under  the  present 
system,  if  a  poll  was  demanded,  it  was 
open  for  seven  days,  the  liverymen 
living  at  a  distance  to  which  there  was 
no  mnit,  though  there  was  a  limit  of 
distane^  if  th^  voted  as  Liverym«i  for 


a  Member  of  Parliament.  Now,  the 
object  was  not  to  encourage  an  extra- 
vagant expenditure — the  object  was  to 

Prevent  an  evil  in  the  other  direction, 
he  office  of  Chamberlain  was  one  of 
high  position,  power,  and  emolument; 
and  it  was  the  desire  of  many  to  occupy 
it.  The  citizens  wished  to  have  one  <a 
their  number  in  that  position  of  whom 
they  could  be  proud;  they  wished  to 
have  a  man  who  would  uphold  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  City,  and  be 
a  credit  to  his  position.  But  it  would 
be  possible  to  adopt  tactics  by  which  a 
man  might  be  put  forward,  with  suffi- 
cient support  to  carry  an  election,  before 
the  great  body  of  Liverymen  could  be 
informed  on  the  facts  and  merits  of  the 
ease ;  and  what  was  wanted  was  the 
opportunity  of  allowing  information  to 
be  distributed  among  the  Liverymen. 
Oonsidering  the  cost  of  sending  10,000 
circulars,  and  the  cost  of  advertising, 
the  amount  allowed  in  the  Bill  was  quite 
insufficient.  The  Corporation  asked  that 
this  should  be  altered,  so  as  not  to  debar 
them  from  the  means  of  getting  the  best 
man  to  fill  an  impwtant  position.  Any 
idea  that  the  money  might  be  used  for 
furthering  oormption  was  absurd;  the 
amount,  in  itsd^  gave  no  opportunity 
for  it  He  would  not  go  into  the  quee-. 
tion  whether  tiie  system  was  the  best ; 
but  it  had  existed  for  four  or  five 
centuries;  and  now,  when  altering  a 
seven  days'  poll  to  one,  it  was  the  more 
necessary  to  have  the  claims  of  candi- 
dates made  well  known  to  the  electors. 
Not  the  same  difficulty  would  arise  in 
the  election  of  a  Loid  Mayor,  as  the 
Liverymen  elected  two,  and  the  Alder- 
men made  the  selection.  That  was  done 
last  year,  and  was  the  subject  of  much 
criticism  at  &e  time;  but  he  believed 
that  it  was  now  generally  admitted  that 
the  selection  by  die  Aldermen  of  Alder- 
man Fowler  for  Lord  Mapror  was  wise 
and  discreet.  It  was  a  different  thing 
in  the  eleoti<m  of  Ohamberlain;  whoevw 
was  ele<^ed  to  fill  that  position  must 
spend  money  previously,  in  some  shape 
or  form,  to  inform  the  Liverymen  of 
his  claims.  He  hoped  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
would  grant  the  request  of  the  City. 

Thb  ATTOBNEY  general  (Sir 
Hbvbt  Jahbs)  said,  hie  only  desire  was 
to  act  in  a  manner  most  acceptable  to 
those  most  ooncemed.    In  the  Grand 
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for  the  decision  of  the  House;  for,  as 
he  Bud  when  the  proposal  was  made, 
then  they  had  not  sufficient  informa- 
tion. He  felt  the  force  of  ttiat  which 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Ijord  Mayor 
had  said.  These  elections  were  quite 
distinct  firom  those  under  ordinary  oir- 
cumstances,  the  LiTsrymen  having  the 

Sriril^e  of  Unng  out  of  the  borough, 
.t  the  same  time,  while  willing  to  make 
the  concession,  he  thought  that  £400 
was  a  ratlier  larger  sum  than  was  really 
necessary.  He  thought  that  £250  would 
be  a  sufficient  and  reasonable  sum. 
Question  put,  and  n$gaUv9d, 
Amendment  agr»«d  to. 

Me.  E.  N.  fowler  (Loed  Matob) 
said,  as  regarded  the  third  Amendment 
he  had  on  the  Paper,  he  would  accept 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  the  Attorney  General,  and 
Bubstitute  £250  for  £400.  First,  how- 
ever, he  would  move  the  Amendment  in 
line  35. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  20, 
line  35,  after  '*  Alderman,"  insert  "  and 
Oommon  Oonnoilinan."  —  {Mr.  B,  1^. 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  20, 
after  line  37,  insert  the  following  sub- 
eeotion : — 

*'  (1.)  In  fbe  case  an  election  liTerymen 
in  common  hall  a  sum  may  be  paid  and  expenses 
incurred,  if  a  poll  be  not  demanded,  not  exceed- 
ing iorty  pounds,  and,  if  a  poll  be  demanded, 
then  not  exoeedingtwo  hundnd  and  fifty  pounds, 
and  in  the  event  of  a  poll  b^^  demanded, 
such  poll  shall  take  place  on  the  third  day  after 
the  demand  for  a  poll  be  made,  unless  such  third 
day  be  a  Sunday,  in  which  case  the  poll  shall 
take  place  on  the  fourth  day,  and  the  poll  shall 
last  for  one  day  only,  and  oommenco  at  the 
hour  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  close  at  six 
in  the  evening. — {Mr.  S.  JV.  Fatcler.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agr$ed  to. 

Clause  41  (Act  not  to  extend  to  Soot- 
Und). 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hbitbt  James)  said,  he  would  propose, 
as  an  Amendment,  that  the  Bill  ahonld 
not  extend  to  Ireland.  The  election  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland  was  the  only  class 
of  dection,  he  believed,  which  required 
the  application  of  this  Bill,  and  suoh  elec- 
tiona  would  be  dealt  with  in  another  Bill. 

2^  Attornojf  Qiwral 


Amendment  proposed,  in  p^e  23, 
line  11,  after  "Scotland,"  insert  "or 
Ireland." — {Mr.  Attorney  General.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attori»bt 
Geitebal,  Clause  42  (Application  of 
Act  to  Ireland),  etruek  out  of  the  Bill. 

SOHEDULES. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attobwey 
Gekebal,  the  following  Amendments 
made. 

Schedule  1,  page  25,  line  23,  leave  out 
from  end  of  line  to  end  of  Schedule; 
Schedule  2,  page  26,  line  29,  leave  out 
from  end  of  line  to  end  of  Schedule ; 
Schedule  3,  page  29,  line  11,  at  end  of 
Part  I.,  insert — 

Enactment  defining  the  offenoes  of  bribery, 
treating,  undue  influence,  and  personation. 
"  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882." 
(46  and  46  Vie.  o.  60,  s.  77.) 
(Definitioiu.] 
"8.  77.  'Bribery/  'treating,'  'undue  in- 
fluence,* and  *  personation,'  include  respectively 
anything  done  before,  at,  after,  or  irith  respeot 
to  a  mtmioipal  deotion,  which,  if  done  before, 
at,  after,  or  vith  respect  to  a  parliamentary 
election,  would  make  the  petson  doing  the  same 
liable  to  any  penalty,  punishment,  or  disquali- 
fication for  bnbery,  treating,  undue  influence, 
or  personation,  as  the  case  may  be,  under  any 
Act  for  the  time  being  in  force  witb  respoct  to 
parliamentary  elections." 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  patsed. 

BOFAL  COUBTS  OF  JTTSTIOE  BILL. 
{Mr.  Omrtmejf,  Mr.  Serhert  Oladttone.) 

[bill  1S9.]  COMUITTBE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday 
next,  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee."— {Mr,  Cowrtngy.) 

Me.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  substitute  "Monday  4th 
August"  for  "  Monday  next,"  said,  he 
should  like  to  know  whether  there  was 
any  real  intention  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill,  after  the  important  decision  of  the 
House  a  few  weeks  since,  when  the  Go- 
vernment were  defeated  ?  The  eflfeot  of 
that  was  to  leave  the  Bill  a  mere  shall,  a 
wreck.  Did  the  Qoremment  mean  to 
proceed  with  it  in  that  state;  or  did 
they  wish  to  seize  an  opportunity  when 
the  attendance  of  hon.  Members  was 
small  to  restore  the  BiU^to  its  original 
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shape  ?  The  latter  woald  certainly  not 
be  a  right  thing  to  do. 

Ameodment  proposed,  to  leare  out 
the  words  "Monday  next,"  in  order  to 
insert  the  words  "  Monday  4th  August," 
— {Mr.  Worton,) — instead  thereof. 

Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  Uonday  next '  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion." 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  no;  they  did 
not  intend  to  seek  to  restore  the  clause ; 
bat  they  were  not  without  hope  of 
getting  ^6  BUI  through. 

Qaestion  pat,  and  agrted  te. 

Committee  (2^^rr«if  till  Ifimtftiy  next. 

BUPBRANNUATION  BILL.— [Bill  146.] 
(JTr.  Btriirt  GUuUtont,  Mr.  Courttuj/.) 
OOlfMITTEB. 

Order  for  Committee  road. 

Mb.  booed  said,  he  did  not  want  to 
oppose  the  Bill ;  but  he  wished  to  have 
it  extended  to  certain  classes  of  work- 
men engaged  in  the  manufacturing  de- 
partments of  the  War  Office.  He  had 
eB:plained  this  to  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
aite,  and  he  hoped  to  have  some  assur- 
ance that  the  znatter  had  receiTed  oon- 
Bdetation. 

Hb.  HEBBEBT  GLADSTONE  said, 
tfaia  question  had  been  raised  before; 
and  hta  hon.  Fxiend  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Brand),  on  the  part 
of  the  War  Office,  was  ready  to  make 
farther  inquiries.  At  the  same  time,  he 
did  not  think  the  inquiry  would  result 
in  altering  the  opinion  of  the  Treasury, 
which  was  adverse  to  the  views  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite.  Further  in- 
quiry, however,  would  be  made,  and  he 
would  suggest  that  they  should  now  go 
into  Committee.  He  would  then  move 
to  report  Progress  at  once,  and  defer 
the  Bill  to  Monday. 

Bill  emuidfred  in  Committee. 

Oommittee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Mendajf  next. 

PUBLIC  WOBKS  LOANS  BILL. 
(JTr.  Couritujf,  Mr.  Strbtrt  Gladttotu.) 
[bXZX  299.]  C0V3UITEB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mb.  MARJOEIBANKS  said,  in 
moving  the  Motion  he  had  given  Notice 
•f,  he  would  briefly  refer  to  the  Har- 


hours  and  Passing  Tolls  Act  of  1861, 
and  the  provisions  uierein.  That  Act  was 
passed  as  the  consequence  and  result  of 
two  inquiries  that  were  held — one  by  the 
Select  Committee  of  1 667-8,and  oneby  the 
Eoyal  Commission  of  1859-60.  Among 
the  recommendations  that  resulted  from 
these  inquiries  was  one  that  loans  to 
trading  harbonrs  should  be  granted  at  a 
low  rate  of  interest.  To  give  effect  to 
this  a  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Mr.  Milner 
Gibson,  the  then  Presidentbf  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  the  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter, then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  enacted  that  loans  should  be 
granted  at  SI  per  cent  to  trading  har- 
bours. The  Bill  pasted,  and  the  Act 
worked  fairly  well  down  to  1879,  when 
a  change  was  introduced  by  a  Bill  simi- 
lar to  the  one  now  before  the  House—a 
"  Public  Works  Loans  Bill,"  which  left 
it  at  the  discretion  of  the  Treasury  to 
raise  the  rate  of  interest  ou  advances 
under  the  Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls 
Act,  and  any  other  Acts  sanctioning 
loans  at  a  special  rate  of  interest,  to 
whatever  rate  under  5  per  oent  the  Trea- 
sury thought  desirable.  In  oonseqaenoe, 
a  Treasury  Minute  was  issued,  which 
changed  the  3i  per  cent  to  a  sliding 
scale  of  interest  of  3^  per  cent  under 
yenrd ;  3J  per  cent  between  20  and 
30  years ;  4  per  cent  between  30  and  40 
years;  and  4 J  per  cent  between  40  and 
50  years.  This  had  the  effect  of  raising 
the  rate  of  interest  1  per  cent  on  all  har- 
bour loans;  for,  naturally,  such  loans 
were  required  for  the  longest  term  that 
could  be  granted,  the  works  requiring  a 
long  time  for  completion  and  to  fructify. 
The  intention,  in  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1861,  was  very  well  expressed  in  evi- 
dence recently  given  before  his  Com- 
mittee by  Sir  Thomas  Farrer.  He 
Baid<« 

"The  policy  of  graotiiig  loans  to  harboars 
waa  adopted  in  place  of  making  harboars  of 
lefoge  at  the  expense  of  the  public  funds. 
Yon  mnat  not  look  at  loans  to  traoiog  harbours 
as  if  they  stood  quite  alone,  or  were  to  be  con- 
sidered on  the  bare  principle  of  political  eco- 
nomy. The  fact  was  the  loans  were  not  merely 
for  the  improvement  of  harbours,  but  wen  for 
staving  off  or  preventing  a  larger  expenditure 
on  the  construction  of  harbours  of  refuge." 

He  (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  said  that  the 
raising  of  the  rate  of  intere^  was  practi- 
cally a  breach  of  faith  with  Harbour 
Trusts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Select 
Committee,  over  which  he  had  had  tiia- 
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honour  to  preside,  was  so  thoronghly  con- 
vinced of  that,  that,  when  reporting  last 
year  to  the  House,  they  made  a  special 
recommendation  with  regard  to  the  rata 
of  interest  charged  on  advances  under 
the  Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls  Act, 
1861.  He  believed  that  immediate  effect 
oould  be  given  to  that  recommendation  : 
and  from  a  private  conversation  which 
he  had  had  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  o?  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Ghildere),  and  also  from  an  auswer 
which  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  had 
given  him  in  that  House,  he  gathered 
that  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to 
meet  this  recommendation  (h  the  Select 
Committee  with  entire  hostility.  He 
had,  therefore,  hoped  and  expected  that 
some  change  would  have  been  arranged 
for  in  this  Bill ;  and  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  he  felt  somewhat  surprised  and 
disappointed  when  he  found,  on  Tues- 
day morning,  that  no  change  whatever 
was^proposed.  Underthosecircumstances, 
havmgnad  to  consider  the  best  course 
to  pursne,  he  had  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  proper  course  to  be  taken 
was  to  put  a  Notice  on  the  Paper  of  a 
Motion  for  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  give  effect  to  the  reoommen- 
dations  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Har- 
bour Accommodation.  He  would  not 
trooble  the  House  with  a  lengthened 
argument  at  that  hour  of  the  night ;  he 
would  merely  appeal  to  hon.  Members 
to  support  him  m  the  Division  he  in- 
tended to  take  upon  Uio  Motion  standing 
in  his  name,  and  which  he  now  b^ged 
to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 

"  That  it  be  aa  Instractaon  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Worka  Loans  that  thev  have  power 
to  give  efifecfe  to  the  recommendatioiiB  of  the 
Belect  CommittM  on  Harbour  Aocommodatioo 
in  their  Report  of  1883,  having  reference  to  the 
redaction  at  the  rate  of  intenat  charged  on  ad- 
vances made  under  *  The  Harbours  and  Passing 
Tolls  Act,  1861.'  "— (Jfj-.  Harjoribanki.) 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  Sir,  I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  ask  a  question  with  reference 
to  a  point  of  Order.  I  ask,  whether  it 
is  in  Order  to  move  an  Instruction  of 
this  kind  to  the  Conmiittee,  when  the 
Committee  is  idready  able  to  eive  effect 
to  the  object  of  the  Motion  wiuiout  such 
Instmction  ?  I  understand  that  an  In- 
struotion  is  only  pwmissible  where  the 
Committae  about  to  be  appointed  is 
unable  to  reptnrt  without  that  Instruo- 
tion. 


Mb.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  rightly  stated  the  Rule  on  this 
point.  Instruction  is  only  permissible 
when  it  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  powers  to  a  Committee  to  do  that 
which  otherwise  they  would  hare  no  au- 
thority to  do. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  How  are  we  to  know 
what  view  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  will  take  of 
an  Amendment  embodying  the  terms  of 
the  Motion  ?  We  may  have  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ruling  that  such  an  Amendment 
does  not  come  within  the  soopo  of 
Bill.  I  ask,  whether  it  is  intended  to 
inform  the  Ohurman  of  Ways  and 
Means  that  the  Amendmmt  may  be 
moved  ?   

Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  terms  of  the 
Motion  will  be  a  matter  entirely  for  the 
Committee,  and  not  for  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
decide. 

Ma.  HEALY :  But  with  regard  to  an 
Amendment ;  it  will  be  competent  for 
anyone  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  ask  the  Chairman  whether  the 
proposal  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berwickshire  (Mr.  Maijoribanks)  has 
moved  would  be  iii  Order ;  and  it  might 
be  part  of  the  tactics  of  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  defeat  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Member  by  some  other  means,  just  as 
they  wore  trying  to  defeat  it  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  I  wish  to  know,  whether 
we  have  any  guarantee  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  will  not  give  a  ruling  in  favour 
of  the  Resolution  not  being  moved  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  a  question  of 
Order  that  has  arisen,  not  a  question  of 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HEALY:  Then  I  understand 
that  you  have  given  no  ruling  on  the 
point  with  regard  to  the  Resolution  in 
the  Committee? 

Mb.  SPEAKER  :  I  am  quite  willing 
to  hear  the  arguments  on  that  point. 

Me.  COURTNEY :  Sir,  I  am  sony 
there  is  another  point  which  must  bo 
raised,  as  to  whether  it  is  oompetent  to 
move  the  Resolution  at  all. 

Mb.  MABJORIBANKS  said,  that  in 
the  Public  Works  Loans  Act,  1S79,  cer- 
tain authority  was  g^ven  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  Treasury,  using  that  au- 
thority, had  issued  a  certain  MinutOj 
and  it  ^ae  that  Minute  njuf^  he  desired, 
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to  take  the  power  of  altering  in  this 
Bin. 

He.  COURTNEY:  This  Committee 
derives  authority  from  the  Public  Loans 
Act,  1879,  which  deals  with  the  whole 
question  of  public  loans.  I  submit  tbat 
the  Motion  for  going  into  Committee  on 
the  Public  Works  Loans  Bill  of  tbis 
Session  would  not  be  the  proper  place 
in  vhich  to  introduce  a  Besolution  of 
this  nature.  It  would  be  irregular  to 
more  an  Instrnctioa  to  the  Committee 
to  do  that  which  diey  already  have  the 
power  to  do  under  the  Act.  From  the 
nature  of  the  aim  which  my  hon.  Friend 
has  in  view,  I  believe  it  is  within  the 
competence  of  the  Committee  to  deal 
with  the  question. 

Captain  AYLMEE  said,  he  thought 
the  position  taken  by  the  boo.  Member 
for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  not  been 
clearly  understood.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  point  of  the  hon.  Member  was, 
that  if  Mr.  Speaker  ruled  tbat  this  Be- 
solution could  be  put  in  Committee  with- 
out Instruction,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  might  never- 
theless rise  in  Committee  and  object  to 
the  Amendment  being  inserted,  on  the 
ground  that  a  money  question  was 
raised. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  would  submit  a 
point  in  support  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  and  gallukt  Gentleman  who 
liad  just  sat  down  (Captain  Aylmer). 
It  was  that  It  was  not  competent  to 
any  Member  of  the  House  to  move  a 
Besolution  of  this  kind  in  Committee, 
and  therefore  an  objection  taken  by  the 
Government  would  completely  upset  any 
such  Motion.  They  were  talung  the 
only  course  open  to  them  on  a  Money 
Bill — that  was  to  say,  they  were  appeal- 
ing to  the  Government,  by  Besolution  of 
the  House,  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee ;  and 
it  was  because,  as  private  Members  in 
Committee,  they  had  no  power  to  pro- 
eeed  by  way  of  Amendment,  that  they 
appealed  to  the  Ooveroment  to  carry 
out  liieir  object  by  Instruction  to  the 
Committee.   

Hb.  OOUBTNKT  said,  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy)  was  fatal  to  the  Motion.  A  pri- 
vate Member  could  not  move  the  House 
to  do  that  which  he  could  not  move  in 
Committee. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary at  all  that,  because  they  were  ask- 

TOL.  COXCI.  [thikd  ssbies.] 


ing  that  effect  should  be  given  to  the 
Besolutions  of  the  Select  Committee, 
they  should  go  into  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Select  Committee.  Tbey 
were  simply  asking  that  the  Besolution 
passed  by  the  Select  Committee  should 
be  given  effect  to,  and  they  were  not 
called  upon  to  go  into  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  would  be  clearly 
competent  to  the  Committee  to  under- 
take this  duty  without  Instruction  from 
the  House.  It  has  already  competence 
to  do  so. 

Mb.  HEALY:  Will  you,  Sir,  supple- 
ment that  by  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  it  would  bo  competent  for  a 
private  Member  to  move  the  Eeaolu- 

tiun? 

Me.  SPEAKER:  It  would  not  be 
proper  to  move  in  this  House  an  Instruc- 
tion to  the  Committee  to  do  that  which 
the  Public  Works  Loans  Act  already 
empowers  the  Committee  to  do.  The 
Question,  therefore,  cannot  be  put. 

Mr.  INDERWICK  said,  he  would 
be  glad  to  hear  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  pursue  in  this  matter. 
His  bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ber- 
wickshire (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  had  given 
Notice  of  this  Motion,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  statement  from  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  question  of  interest. 
He  was  not  himself  a  Member  of  the 
Select  Committee;  but  he  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  smaller  harbours  on 
the  South  Coast  of  England,  many  of 
which  were  silted  up  and  quite  useless 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. They  had  drifted  into  that 
condition,  because  the  money  was  lent 
to  the  Trustees  at  such  a  high  rate  of 
interest  tbat  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  borrow  the  money  necessary  to  keep 
them  in  an  efficient  state.  For  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  on  opportunity  of  stating  what 
course  the  Government  proposed  to 
follow  in  this  matter,  he  begged  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
",Tfaat  the  Debate  be  now  ad|joumw."— 
{Mr,  Indtrwick.) 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  about 
to  make  a  statement  on  the  subject. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
would  withdraw  his  Motion  for  the  ad- 
journment <k£  the  debate. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tf^M^^yQoOgl^ 
B 
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Kb.  OOTJBTNKT  said,  ihat  tliU  Be- 
Bolution  had  been  brought  oa  by  bis 
bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Berwick- 
shire (Mr.  Mazjoribanks)  rather  sud- 
denly. He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  qaesHon  was  a  new  one. 

Me.  MARJ0BIBANK8  said,  he 
begged  the  hon.  Qentletnaa's  pardon ; 
his  Notice  had  been  on  the  Paper  during 
the  whole  of  the  Sension. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  his  moaning 
was  that  the  Motion  had  been  brought 
on  rather  suddenly,  so  far  as  this  Bill 
was  concerned.  He  had  to  state  that 
only  that  morning,  having  had  an  op- 
portunity of  consulting;  the  right  hon. 
Q-entleman  the  ChanoeTlor  of  tho  Exche- 
quer (Mr.  Ohilders)  upon  it,  they  were 
in  hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  hare  thoufrht  it  necessary  to  proceed. 
In  the  first  place,  he  would  point  out 
that  ttie  rates  of  interest  charged  on  the 
loans  were  regulated  at  present  by  Trea- 
sury Minute,  and  that  the  proper  form 
<A  making  an  alteration  of  the  rate  of 
interest  to  be  paid  hereafter  on  those 
loans  would  also  be  by  Treasury  Minute. 
It  was  therefore  considered  undesirable 
in  this  Bill  to  specify  any  exact  terms 
on  which  money  should  be  advanced. 
As  an  illustration  of  that,  he  was  bound 
to  pointoutthe  inconvenience  whichwould 
result  from  the  rate  of  interest  being  fixed 
by  the  Bill.  If  the  rate  of  interest  were 
fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  instead  of 
by  Treasury  Minute,  they  would  not  be 
able  by  Treasury  Minute  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest.  It  was,  therefore, 
thought  desirable  that  the  Executive 
Government  should  have  power  to  de- 
termine the  rate  of  interest  from  time  to 
time,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  security 
to  be  provided.  Therefore,  he  urged 
upon  his  hon.  Friend  the  imprudence  of 
bringing  this  matter  within  uie  scope  of 
the  Bill,  instead  of  leavini;  it  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  Treasury  Minute.  It  was 
quite  true  that  this  subject  had  been 
brought  before  the  Select  Oommitteo  of 
last  year,  and  that  it  formed  part  of 
the  preliminary  Report  at  the  end  of 
last  Session ;  and  although  it  was  true 
that  his  hon.  Friend  had,  on  one  or 
two  occasions,  put  a  Kotice  on  the 
Paper  in  relation  to  the  question,  be 
had  yet  never  brought  it  forward.  The 
reoommendatioDB  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee "Were  considered  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Session  by  the  right  hon.  Ghantie- 
man  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


and  himself  (Mr.  Courtney),  with  a  de- 
sire to  go  as  far  as  possible,  consistently 
with,  and  hariDg  regard  to,  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Treasury,  to  meet  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee. 
They  believed  they  had  discovered  a 
way  which  promised  to  fulfil  that  aim. 
They  thought  that  some  form  of  colla- 
teral security  should  be  given  for  loans 
of  this  kind,  and  that  if  such  were  furth- 
coming a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in- 
terest might  be  made.  Now,  he  believed 
that  the  principle  of  collateral  security 
was  one  which  nad  not  been  very  much, 
embodied  in  Acts  of  Parliament,  so  far 
as  England  was  conoerned,  although  it 
had  been  acted  upon  in  Ireland,  where 
loans  had  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  railways  on  the  security  of 
the  rates.  It  was  thought,  with  respect 
to  recent  harbour  loans,  that  collateral 
security  might  be  offered  on  the  part  of 
the  municipalities.  There  was  the  idea 
that  the  municipalities  might  come  in 
aid  of  the  tolls,  because  the  tolls  of  har- 
hours  were  obviously  a  verv  unsatisfiao- 
tory  and  risky  security.  For  instance, 
a  harbour  might  pass  out  of  use,  merely 
by  the  falling  o£f  of  the  shipping  trade 
at  the  place  where  it  was  situated,  and 
the  tolls  of  the  harbour,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, would  constitute  a  very  un- 
satisfactory security  for  the  amount  of 
public  money  which  might  be  advanced. 
But  in  the  event  of  adequate  collatereJ 
security  being  forthcoming  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  from  persons  responsible  for 
the  harbour,  and  responsible  for  its  ma- 
nagement, and  having,  probably,  a  voice 
in  the  selection  of  T^tees  for  keeping 
the  harbour  in  a  proper  condition,  under 
those  circumstances,  he  said,  the  desire 
would  be  to  meet  the  view  of  the  Skecfc 
Committee  of  last  year  with  regard  to 
reducing  the  rates  of  interest.  He  ap- 
pealed to  his  hon.  Friend  to  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury ; 
because  he  believed  it  was  one  which 
should  be  regulated  by  Treasury  Minute, 
and  not  by  a  strict  line  embodied  in  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  could  not  ne- 
cessarily provide  for  all  the  circumstances 
oODneoted  with  the  harbours  for  which 
the  loans  might  be  asked.  He  trusted 
this  statement  would  be  satisfactory  to 
his  hon.  Friend,  and  that  he  would  now 
allow  the  Bill  to  go  forward. 

Mb.  MARJ0RIBANK8  said,  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Oonrtaey)Jmd  not^5g^^p»lf 
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to  his  ailments  at  all.  He  spoke  of 
ta&iD^  eollateral  aeouri^  for  harbour 
loMs;  but  he  (llr.  Karioribankfl)  would 
remind  the  hon.  Oenueman  that  that 
wu  the  T«j  thing  Ncommended  in  the 
Beport  of  the  Select  Oommittee  last  year. 
The  reooDimendation  with  regard  to  the 
reduotioo  of  the  rate  of  interest  was  en- 
tirely dietxDct,  and  in  addition  to  that  re- 
Hnnmeadation.  A  number  of  boroughs 
had  been  able  to  give  that  seourity ;  be 
knew  a  case  in  his  ovn  district  where 
the  loeal  rates  were  assigned  as  colla- 
teral security.  With  regard  to  the 
amount  of  loss  supposed  to  accrue  from 
these  harbour  loans,  he  would  like  to 
say  a  few  words.  The  amount  of  interest 
actually  received  on  all  loans  under  the 
Harbours  and  Passing  ToUa  Act  since 
I&61  was  £897,381 ;  the  amount  that 
would  hare  been  reeeivable  on  the 
same  advances  at  3  per  cent,  the  rate 
at  whii^  Uie  OoTerument  borrowed 
money*  would  have  been  £822,428,  or 
£74,9(3  less  than  the  amount  actually 
received.  So  far,  therefore,  the  Govern^ 
meat  bad  made  an  actual  profit  of  nearly 
£75,000 on  advances  in  respect  of  interest 
alone.  There  was  in  arrear  on  the  3 let 
March,  1883,  the  sum  of  £61,270,  out  of 
the  totel  sum  advanced  of  £2,561,849, 
while  the  total  sum  remitted  amounted 
to  £33,902.  He  hoped  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  have  gathered  from  the  observa- 
tioDS  which  had  fallen  from  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  the  course  of  the  discussion  that 
there  was  a  strong  desire  in  the  House 
to  make  a  material  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  interest,  and  he  trusted  that  they 
would  have  a  reduetion  made  known  to 
^tsm  before  long  in  the  shape  of  the 
TreasBiy  Uhiute  announcing  ue  fact. 

Mr.  HEALY  Bfud,  it  was  much  to  be 
recretted  Uiat,  owing  to  the  technical 
poiBt  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (lb.  Oourt- 
nej),  the  House  was  unable  to  come  to 
a  deci^on  on  the  question  brought  for- 
ward by  ihe  hon.  Member  for  Berwick- 
slure  (Mr.Maijoribanks).  The  principle 
on  vhieh  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  wished  the  House 
to  aet  was  someUiing  like  this — "  Shut 
your  eyes  and  opsn  your  mouth,  and  see 
what  Uie  Treasury  will  send  you."  Hav- 
ing bad  some  ezpMionoe  of  Irish  loans, 
he  flould  aaeore  the  hon.  Oentlemfui  ^e 
Member  for  Berwiokshire  that  the  Trea- 
Mij  would  not  do  «  single  thing  after 


having  got  the  Act  passed.  When  the 
Act  was  passed,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berwiokshire  might  organize  as  many 
deputations  to  the  Treasury  as  he  {leased, 
or  he  might  raise  diseusaons  in  th^ 
House ;  but  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea* 
8UT7  would  only  shrug  his  shoulders  and 
say — "  I  am  very  sorry  I  am  quite  un- 
able to  do  anything  for  you."  Such  was 
the  experieoce  of  Jri^  Members  with 
regard  to  the  Govercment  in  the  matter 
of  loans.  It  might  be  said  that  when 
they  bad  passed  their  Bill,  and  fixed 
the  rate  of  interest  by  Treasury  Minute, 
their  regard  for  that  Minute  wkb  much 
f^reater  than  the  regard  which  a  poor 
Mussulman  had  for  the  Prophet.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire  might 
take  it  for  granted  tbat  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  at 
the  {Hreeent  time,  would  do  abeolutely 
nothing  to  forward  the  recommendationa 
of  the  Oommittee;  and,  so  far  as  the 
Keeolution  was  concerned,  when  tiie 
time  came,  the  hon.  Qentieman  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  would  com- 
pletely ignore  it.  The  House  would 
have  come  to  a  decision  on  the  pmnt 
that  night  had  it  not  been  prevented  by 
the  clever  technical  device  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  who,  directly  the  Bill  was 
passed,  would  simply  say  that,  having 
looked  into  tiie  circumstances,  he  was 
quite  unable  to  do  anything  in  the 
matter. 

Bill  emtiivtd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  t^eed  to. 

Clause  2  (Grant  of  £8,000,000  for 
Public  Worlu  Loans.  88  and  39  Vict, 
c.  89.   42  and  43  Tict.  c.  77.) 

Mb.  MAIUOBIBANKS  said,  unless 
he  received  some  satisfactory  statement 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  he  shoiUd 
be  compelled  to  move  that  Frogress  be 
reported. 

Me.  COTTRTNET  said,  he  hoped  hie 
hon.  Fnend  (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  would 
not  think  it  neceseaxy  to  move  to  report 
Progress.  He  was  very  much  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghau 
(Mr.  Healy)  diould  doubt  what  he  had 
said  with  reference  to  the  rate  of  interest. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoaed» 
"  That  the  Chairmaa  do  report  Si^nm, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again/* — (JA*.  JUrm 
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Ub.  HRA.LY  said,  tlie  hon.  Membei 
for  Monaglian  vraa  extremely  obliged  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Seoretaiy  to  the 
Treasury,  and  begged  leave  to  inform 
him  that  ohserrations  of  that  kind  were 
not  likely  to  induce  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  to  accept  the  represeota- 
tioDS  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
or  to  facilitate  the  passiug  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  there  had  been 
BO  many  iostauces  of  breaches  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  Govemment  that  he, 
for  one,  was  very  suspicious  of  their  as- 
Buraooes.  He  would  ask,  with  regard 
to  this  question,  whether  they  intended 
to  perform  what  they  had  promised  ? 
For  his  own  part,  he  never  Ousted  the 
Goremment  at  all. 

The  SOUOITOB  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbgb  Hebbobeij.)  said,  he  would  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  the  remark  of 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  was  due  to  the 
observations  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy).  His  hon. 
Friend  had  distinctly  assured  the  hon. 
Member  for  Berwickehire  (Mr.  Manori- 
banks)  that  the  matter  would  be  dealt 
with  by  Treasury  Minute.  He  had,  at 
the  same  time,  pointed  out  the  advan- 
tage of  dealing  with  it  in  that  way,  as 
opposed  to  dealing  with  it  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  bon.  Member  for  Moua- 
ghan  thereupon  said — "  Do  not  give  the 
Government  their  Bill,  because,  when  it 
has  passed,  the  Seoretfuy  to  the  Treasury 
will  do  nothing." 

Mb.  healy  said,  if  he  had  under- 
stood the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  to  give 
a  distinct  pledge,  he  would  not  h&vQ 
made  the  remarks  to  which  the  hon. 
and  leumed  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  referred;  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
gave  any  pledge  whatever. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hebschell)  said,  he  understood 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  to  say  that  he 
would  deal  with  the  matter  in  a  Trea- 
sury Minute,  and  that  he  shadowed  out 
the  form  which  the  Treasury  Minute 
was  to  take  with  reference  to  the  rate 
of  interest.  That  he  understood  to  be 
what  his  hon.  Frieud  intended.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
said  he  did  not  understand  that  a  pledge 
had  been  ^ven ;  but  his  (the  Solicitor 
GeneraVs)  hon.  Friend  certunly  thought 


he  bad  given  a  strong  pledge,  and  that 
was  why  he  had  spoken  so  warmly. 

Mb.  DODDS  said,  that  this  was  a 
matter  in  which  he  took  great  interest, 
and  had  taken  great  interest  for  many 
years.  The  Act  of  1861  provided  that 
advances  should  only  be  made  for 
public  harbours.  Loans  had  been  re- 
fused where  adequate  security  was  not 
provided. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  Order.  Ho 
wished  to  know  whether  it  was  compe- 
tent for  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockton 
(Mr.  Dodds)  to  go  into  this  matter,  see- 
ing that  the  Motion  before  the  Commit- 
tee was  that  the  Chairman  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ash  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockton  was  scarcely  in 
Order — in  discussing  the  subject-matter 
of  the  Bill  on  the  Question  to  report 
Progress. 

Mb.  dodds  said,  they  were  now  dis- 
cussing whether  th^  should  report  Pro- 
gress tOT  the  reason  that  they  had  not 
received  a  distinct  pledge  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  as  to  the  rate  of  interest. 
He  (Mr.  Dodds)  had  listened  in  vain  for 
a  single  word  from  his  hon.  Friend  to 
the  effect  that  the  Government  would 
consent  to  reduction  spoken  of.  It  had 
been  said  that  these  matters  would  be 
dealt  with  by  a  Treasury  Minute ;  but 
nothing  had  been  said  as  to  whether  the 
Government  would  consent  to  reduction. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  give  that  pledge  he 
would  satisfy  the  Committee ;  but  with 
anything  short  of  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Berwickshire  (Mr.  Marjoribanke) 
ought  not  to  be  satisfied. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had 
thought  he  had  given  a  most  distinct 
pledge  that  the  mattw  would  be  dealt 
with  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 
If  he  had  not  absolutely  agreed  to  the 
figure  stated  by  the  Committee,  he  had, 
at  any  rate,  stated  the  figure  as  near  as 
he  could.  The  only  reason  he  was  not 
in  a  position  to  say  more  was  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  see  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  evening.  That  had  probably  pre- 
vented him  from  being  able  to  give  the 
exact  figure ;  but  he  had  certainly  given 
a  pledge  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt 
with  by  way  of  a  reduction  of  interest. 
Having,  as  he  thought,  given  that  pledge 
diBtmotly,  he  ^  felt  (^^^  hurt 


489         Expiring  Laws 


t  JuLT  25,  1884)         C<mt%nmtu$  Silt.  490 


at  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Honaghan  (Mr.  Healj). 

Captain  ATLMEE  said,  he  thought 
it  would  be  well  to  report  Progress,  in 
order  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
f^ven  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Courtney)  to  consult  with  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  upon  this  subject. 

Me.  sexton  said,  he  considered 
that  the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  had 
giyen  a  conclusive  and  unquestionable 
reason  why  the  Committee  shoold  agree 
to  report  Progress.  He  had  given  a 
pledge  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan  (Mr.  Healy)  was  quite  entitled  to 
regard  as  evasive  —  namely,  that  the 
matter  would  be  dealt  with  by  a  Trea- 
sury Minute.  That  might  mean  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  intended  to  deal 
with  the  question  according  to  his  own 
pleasure  and  fancy.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  now  altered  his  statement  at 
the  Table,  and  had  declared  that  he 
could  not  give  a  distinct  pledge,  on  ac- 
count of  the  absence  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  It  was,  therefore, 
desirable  that  the  Committee  stage 
should  not  be  further  proceeded  with 
until  &e  hon.  Member  had  had  an  op* 
portunity  of  seeing  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Oommittee  report  FMgrees;  to  nt 
again  Te-morrow. 

SATDTG  BANKS  AOTS  AUENSMENT 
BILL.— (Bill  277.] 
(Jfr.  Fawcritf  Mr.  CourtHey.) 
SXCOSD  SEASIKO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
To-morrow." — (ifr.  Courtney.) 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  wanted  to 
]mow  whether  the  (Government  intended 
to  proceed  with  this  Bill?  This  was  one 
of  the  measures  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  on 
the  memorable  Thursday  when  he  killed 
nine  of  hie  Bills.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  stated  that  he  would  not  go 
on  with  anymeasure  which  was  seriously 
opposed.  ^Vell,  this  was  a  measure 
against  which  there  was  serious  opposi- 
tioo,  and  they  should  have  a  distinct 
understanding  whether  the  Government 
vere  going  to  go  on  with  It.   The  Go- 


vernment ought  to  say  exactly  what 
Bills  they  were  going  to  pass,  and  what 
Bills  they  were  K^ing  to  give  up. 

M».  COURTNEY  said,  that  one 
clause  in  this  Bill  was  very  important— 
namely,  the  clause  enabling  the  amount 
to  be  deposited  in  the  Savings  Banks  in 
a  year  to  be  increased  from  £90  to  £50. 
That  clause  was  likely  to  be  opposed, 
and  therefore  Uie  Government  intended 
to  drop  it. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Second  Beadingi^t^rrm? till  7V-»«rw> 

SUPPLY— REPOET. 

Besolutions  [22nd  July]  reported. 

First  Besolution  agreed  to. 

Second.  Besolution  poetpoiied. 

Third  Besolution  agreed  to. 

Postponed  BesoLuti<m  to  be  oonudered 
upon  Monday  next. 


BXPiaiKQ  LAWS  CONTnnTANCE  BHX. 

On  Motion  of  Ur.  Hib&bbt  Gudstons,  BUI 
to  contioue  varioiu  Expiring  Laws,  ordervd  to 
be  'brought  in  1^  Hr.  Hbbbebt  Gladstonb 
and  Mr.  CouBtMBT. 
Bill  ^TMM/M^and  read  the  first  time.  [Bin  S06.] 

House  a^jonmed  at  half  after 
Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 
IViday,  iSth  Jttlg,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— PcHLic  "BiLLt—Flrei  Sen^tv— 
Mnnicipal  Elections  (Corropt  and  lU^jal 
Practices)*  (212) ;  PriBooa •  (213)  ;  Teachen* 

Residencea  (Ireland)  * 

Second  ReaiiitiQ — Contagious  Diaeases  (Anfanala) 
Act.  1878{i)i8trict8j»  (205) 

Committee — Report — Local  OovOTnment  Provi- 
sionul  Orders  (No.  5)  *  (183) ;  Sheriff  Court 
Houses  (Scotland)  Amendment*  (193). 

JZflwrt— Strcnsall  Common  •  (195) ;  Local  Go- 
vernment Provisional  Order*  (No.  6)  •  (189). 

Third  Seading — Local  Covemment  ProTidonal 
Orders  (No.  4)  •  (163);  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)*  (164);  Local 
Govemmoot  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  * 
(165);  Local  Government  (Treland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (No. 2)*  (138); 
Naval  Discipline  Act  (1866)  Amendment* 
(ld9];  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
(Manx  Children)  *  (200>,  KoAfcuftA.  y 
Digiffzed  6y  V^OOQlC 
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EGTPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 
QUESTION. 

%hXL  DE  LA.  WABB:  I  wish  to 
ask  the  noble  Earl  the  Seraetaxy  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  a  Questioa  of  which 
I  have  girea  private  Notice.  I  beg  to 
ask  him,  when  it  will  be  convenient  for 
Her  Majesty's  Ooverument  to  give  some 
further  information  to  this  House  rela- 
tive to  the  OonfereDce  ? 

Eael  GEANVILLE  :  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  are  anxious  that  there 
should  be  as  little  delay  as  possible  in 
making  a  statement  with  regard  to 
the  Conference ;  but  I  can  make  no 
definite  promise.  I  can  only  inform  the 
noble  Earl  tbat  the  Conference  met  yes- 
t(»rday,  and  that  it  will  hold  a  meeting 
on  Monday,  and  it  is  possible  that  on 
that  day  I  may  be  able  to  make  a  state- 
ment. However,  as  I  have  said,  I  can 
give  no  positive  pledge  on  the  matter. 

House  acljooTiMd  at  IiaU  past  Four 
o'clock,  to  UondBy  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o  dock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Fridfiy,  26th  July^  1884. 


—Civil  eBavici  Ehtihuss— Club  III. — 
Law  and  JTusticb— Votes  14  to  19,  21,  23, 
26,  and  32— Class  lY.— Educatios,  Scjbncb, 

AMD  A&T. 
^aolutiont  [Jnly  24]  rtporttd. 
PvHLic  Bll.l»—Oriiered^FirttReading~'i&fi^' 
poUtan  Aaylunu  Board  (Borrowine  Powers)  * 
[3101;  Publio  Health  (Inland}  (Diitricta)* 

[zni 

Fint  fifurfiV— Bialiopric  of  Bnatol  •  [309], 

Snoni  Beading— l/LWi^rj  Peasionfl  and  Y co- 
in an  ry  Pay*  [302];  Kaval  Enlistment* 
[305]  ;  Prosecution  of  Offences  [287] ;  Re- 
venue, &c.*  [30"];  Building  Societies  Acts 
Amendment"  (30li. 

CommiHee~Report—P\x\>)io  Works  Loans  [299] ; 
InfanU[14-308> 

Seport  —  Third  Heading  —  Local  Qovemment 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (Labourers  Act) 
(No.  8)  •  [283],  and  paned. 

Contidered  at  amended— Viei  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders  *  [259]. 

Withdrawn— m^cal  Aot  Amendment*  [207]. 

Q  UJSSTIONS. 

METROPOLIS  (THAMES  CROSSINOB)- 
BBICaE  AT  LITTLE  TOWER  HILL. 

Sib  HTT8SEY  VIVIAN  asked  the 
Bight  hononrable  the  Lord  Mayor, 


Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  liie  Cor- 
poration of  the  Oity  of  London  to  apply 
to  Parliament  next  year  for  x>oweT  to 
construct  a  Low  Level  Opening  Bridge 
across  the  Thames  at  Little  Tower  Hill, 
and  to  apply  thereto  the  snrploe  tonda 
of  the  Bridge  Houho  Estate? 

Kb.  E.  N.  fowler  (Lord  Mayor), 
in  reply,  said,  that  the  Bridge  Estates 
Oommittee  had  had  the  subject  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  reported 
in  favour  of  a  low  level  Oj^ing  bridge. 
He  had  summoned  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Oimmon  Council  for  Monday,  in 
order  to  oonsider  the  question. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSllIESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE— ATTENDANCE  OP  MmiSTEES. 

LoBD  EUSTACE  CECIL,  who  bad 
given  Notice  that  he  would  aak  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War, 

"  Whether  he  can  now  state  when  any  Sap* 
plementary  Estimate  vill  be  presented  to  trie 
House  to  defray  the  coat  of  any  expedition  that 
may  be  necesssry  for  the  defence  of  Egypt  t  *' 

said :  I  think  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to 
come  down  to  the  House  at  aquarter-past 
4  o'clock  to  find  that  Ministers  are  not 
present  to  answer  Questions. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
he  could  give  no  information  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  imagined  that  the  matter 
had  been  under  consideration  that  after- 
noon. There  was  no  doubt  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  would  have  to  be  pre- 
sented; but  how  far  that  would  have 
relation  to  any  expedition  to  Egypt  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  say. 

Lord  EUSTACE  CECIL  (before  the 
Marquess  of  HARTmoTON's  arrival)  said, 
that  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  he  would  postpone  his 
Question  until  Monday^  unless  the  Frrai- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  prepared 
to  answer  it.  He  must  again  protest 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  Cabinet 
was  treating  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Ministers  not  being  present  to  answer 
Questions. 

SAYINOS  BANES  ACIS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

LoBD  ABTHUB  HILL  (for  Mr.  Ion 
Hamilton)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Whether,  viewing'  the  great 
probability  of  much  oppoaition  being 
offered  to  the  provisions  of  the  Savings 
Banks  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  it  is  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesl^'s  Qovemment 
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to  pKoeeed  with  that  measnre  at  the  pre- 
sent  late  period  of  the  Session  ? 

Mb.  COURTNET,  in  reply,  said,  every- 
body seemed  to  be  absent.  He  had  ar- 
Tanged  with  the  Postmaster  General  to 
ansirer  this  Question,  and  in  bis  absence 
hecould  only  repeat  what  he  had  already 
aaid,  that  there  was  no  serious  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  except  with  regard  to  the 
dause  raising  the  limit  of  the  yearly  de- 
poaita  from  £30  to  £50,  and  that  clause 
it  was  proposed  to  withdraw. 

Mb.  MOOEE  inquired  whether  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  going  to 
answer  all  the  Questions  addiessea  to 
the  Postmaster  General  in  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  absenee  ? 

Mb.  COTJBTNEY:  Oh  no,  Sir. 

CTJ8T0HS  — mPORTATION,  UAinTFAa 
TUBE,  Ain)  SALE  OF  OUBOMABOA- 
BINE  AND  OTHEB  BTTTTEB  SUB- 
anTUTES. 
Mb.  DUCKHAM  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  large  quantities  of 
oleomargarine  are  manufactured  in  the 
United  Kingdom ;  that  most  obnoxious 
compounds  of  fatty  matter  are  used  in 
its  manufacture ;  that  it  is  sent  from  this 
Oonntry  to  Holland  and  to  Norway  to  be 
there  mampolated  with  milk  and  r&> 
imported  as  butter  or  batterine;  whe- 
ther he  has  any  power  to  order  a  snper- 
viMon  of  the  oleomai^arine  and  butterine 
factories  in  the  United  Kingdom;  and, 
if  not,  whether  he  will  be  prepared  to 
introduce  a  Bill  during  the  Autumn 
Session  to  provide  for  suw  a  supervision, 
in  order  to  guard  agunst  the  use  of  im- 
pure or  deleterious  compounds  in  its 
manufacture  ;  and,  whether  he  will  di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  local  authorities 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  to  the 
deleterious  compounds  used  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  oleomargarine,  butterine, 
and  cheese,  in  countries  from  whence 
large  quantities  are  imported,  and  re- 
quest them  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Acts, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  sale  of  articles 
so  calculated  to  in j  ure  the  health  of  those 
who  consume  them  ? 

Mb.  HIBBEBT:  The  Looal  Govem- 
Bient  Board  have  no  definite  informa- 
tion as  to  large  quantities  of  oleomar- 
nrine  being  manufactured  in  the  United 
lUngdom.  rfttther  have  they  any  power 
to  oraer  a  sapenrision  of  oleomai^arine 
and  butteorine  flaotoriea.   At  present  the 


Board  have  no  information  that  would 

lead  them  to  suppose  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  are 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  case  of  any 
deleterious  compound  being  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  these  articles.  The  Board 
last  month  issued  a  Oircular  letter  to  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  England  direct- 
ing their  attention  to  the  prorisions  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and 
urging  them  to  avail  themselves  of  their 
powers  under  those  Acts  of  obtaining 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  for  the  pur- 
pose of  analysis.  From  the  answers 
already  received  Uie  Board  have  reason 
to  believe  that  those  powers  will  in  future 
be  more  fully  exercised  than  has  hitherto 
been  the  case.  The  samples  analysed 
will  no  doubt  include  the  articles  men- 
tioned by  tiiehon.  Member;  and  if,  as 
fdleged,  they  are  injurious  to  healUi,  or 
if  they  are  sold  in  substitution  for  the 
articles  asked  for,  it  may  be  anticipated 
that  prosecutionswill  foUow.  There  have 
already  been  many  convictions  for  the 
sale  of  butterine  in  the  place  of  butter. 
At  present,  the  Board  do  not  consider 
that  it  is  necessary  to  address  any  special 
communication  to  the  authorities  on  the 
subject,  further  than  the  Circular  already 
issued. 

SCOTLAND— NOETHERN  LIGHTS  COM- 
MISSIONEfiS— LIGHTHOUSE  OK  PAIE 
ISLE. 

Me.  J.  "W.  BAECLAT  asked  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whethw 
the  Trinity  House  authorities  have  come 
to  any  conclusion  as  to  the  erection  of  a 
lighthouse  on  Fair  Isle;  and,  if  not, 
whether,  considering  the  great  advan- 
tage a  light  on  Fair  Isle  would  be  to 
vessels  crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  provid- 
ing of  a  lighthouse  on  it  might  not  be  con- 
sidered apart  from  the  general  scheme  tor 
lightiug  the  Shetland  and  Orkney  coasts  f 

Mb.  chamberlain,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Trinity  House  authorities  had 
not  yet  reported  ou  the  extensive  scheme 
which  had  been  under  their  considera- 
tion ;  but  the  question  of  dealing  with  the 
lighting  of  the  Fair  Isle  was  one  which 
naturally  came  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Northern  Lights  OommissLoners. 

IRELAND  —  ORANGE  PROCESSIONS  — 
THE  12TH  OF  JULY  CELEBRATIONS 
—ORANGE  ABOH  AT  GLENARM. 

LoBD  ABTHUB  hill  asked  the 
Chief  Secretory  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
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of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  haa 
been  drawn  to  a  letter  whicb  appeared 
in  Belfut  Ntw»  Lettvr  on  the  2Srd 
instant — 

"  The  Arch  at  Glensrm. — Sir,  We,  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  the  two  houses  from  which  the 
Orange  arch  was  Buspended  on  12th  July  lant, 
are  very  much  aarprised  at  the  reply  given  by 
the  C^ief  Secretary  to  Lord  Arthur  iBiU  in  the 
House  of  Commons  last  night ; 

"  We  beg  to  give  the  statemeats  therein  made 
the  fullest  and  most  emphatic  contradiction. 
No  arch  was  ever  erected  there  against  our  will, 
nor  was  there  ever  any  disturbance  in  Olenarm 
in  connection  with  an  arch ; 

'<  We  are  {oepand  to  make  affidavit*  to  this 
effect; 

*'In  to-days  issue  of  Morning  Neva  we  see 
that  Mr.  8exton  insinuated  thnt  the  arch  was 
attached  to  the  house  of  the  parish  priest.  All 
we  can  say  in  reply  to  this  U  that  nuther  <A  ns 
is  a  parish  priest : 

"  (Signed)  John  Oobain, 

"  William  Hunter ; 

and,  whether  he  still  adheres  to  the 
etatement  which  he  made  on  the  22nd 
instant,  or  whether  he  proposes  to 
modify  it  in  any  manner  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  The  noble  Lord 
has  not  given  me  any  opportunity  of 
making  the  further  inquiry  which  I  pre- 
sume he  desires,  as  ho  has  put  down  his 
Question  without  Notice.  I  can,  there- 
fore, only  Bay  that  I  based  my  Answer 
on  an  explicit  statement  of  the  District 
Inspector  of  Oonstabulary  as  to  facts 
known  to  the  police. 

IRELAND-MONEY  RETUENED 
THROTJOH  THE  POST. 

Mb.  H£ALT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenaat  of  Ireland, 
"What  disposition  was  made  by  him  of 
the  money  reoently  returned  him  tlirough 
the  Post ;  and,  will  it  be  refunded  to  the 
Secret  Service  Department? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN :  Some  time  ago 
I  recoived  £15  in  notes  in  a  letter  with- 
out address.  Knowing  nothing  of  the 
matter,  I  followed  the  course  I  always 
follow  with  regard  to  anonymous  com- 
munications which  appear  to  require 
notice,  and  handed  the  letter  and  its 
contents  to  the  police  authorities. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  I  beg  to  inform  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  money 
belongs  to  Mrs.  Tyler,  of  the  Secret 
Service  Department. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  prETBOPOLIS)-THE 
KEFORU  DEMONSTRATION, 
Mjb.  TATTON  EGERTON  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depari- 
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ment,  Whether  the  police  guarding  a 
procession  on  Sunday  passing  throu|:b 
Onslow  Place  were  employed  on  special 
duty,  and  by  whom  paid ;  whether  he 
approves  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
being  employed  for  the  protection  of 
mendicity;  and,  whether  tne  refusal  of 
a  superintendent  of  police  to  enable  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
cross  Piccadilly  in  the  crowd,  before  any 
passage  of  the  procession  of  2l6t  July,  is 
in  accordance  with  the  pledge  given  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government? 
Sut  WILLIAM  HARCOtJRT:  The 

Solice  were  not  employed  on  special 
uty  on  the  occasion  m  question  at 
Oodow  Place.  The  only  men  present 
were  those  on  the  adjoining  beat,  and 
they  remained  on  duty  to  preserre  order, 
seeing  so  large  a  oonconrse  of  people. 
No  payment  was  anticipated.  With 
regard  to  the  second  Question,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  from  the  particxdars  with 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  furnished 
me,  I  think  that  the  police  have  fairly 
done  all  they  could  in  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGEKTON  :  As  to  my 
first  Question,  the  police  were  marching 
with  the  procession.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  were  the  police  on  the  adjoin- 
ing beats.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  been  misinformed  by  the 
heads  of  his  Department. 

ARMY— VOLUNTARY  RETIREMENT. 

OoiAVBL  £INGSCOTE  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Why  volun- 
tary retirement,  with  pension  and  gra- 
tuity sanctioned  by  the  Pay  Warrants, 
have  been  partially  suspended  P 

The  Marquess  op  HARTINGTON  : 
In  replying  to  this  Question,  Sir,  it  may 
probably  remove  some  misconception  if 
I  make  a  short  statement  on  the  subject 
of  voluntary  retirement.  The  House  is, 
perhaps,  aware  that  the  present  system 
of  Army  promotion  is  based  on  the 
Report  of  a  Royal  Commission,  presided 
over  by  Lord  Penzance.  In  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  the  following 
passage  occurred  in  reference  to  the 
voluntary  retirement  with  pension  or 
gratuity  whidi  they  reoonunended : — 

"  The  above  system,  then,  is  intended  at  a 
flexihle  one,  nnder  which  the  aetnal  rate  of  pro- 
motion can  he  controlled.  It  is  an  inevitable 
result  of  the  regimental  system,  and  of  promo- 
tions taking  place  within  the  regiment,  tnatthe 
oliioers  of  any  One  regiment  may,  from  time  to 
time,  go  forward  quicker  than  Uuwe  of  another, 
by  reason  of  more  frequent  deaths  or  other 
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eansoB  of  racancy.  Thia  ineqnftlity  tobj,  to 
some  extent,  be  rectified  in  the  granting  or 
withbolding  voluntary  retirement  in  each  in- 
dividual case,  according  to  the  state  of  promo- 
tion in  the  particular  regiment.  By  the  exer- 
ciao  of  a  like  discretion  the  general  rate  of  pro- 
motion may  be  held  in  check  on  the  one  hand, 
or  itimalatad  on  the  other,  throoghont  the 
Army.  And  further,  we  may  remark  that  a 
By^tem  of  this  kind,  capable  of  expansion  or 
contraction  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  to 
administer  it,  will  readily  adapt  itself  to  the 
changes  by  way  of  augmentation  of  the  higher 
ranks  or  otherwise,  which  the  future  doTelop- 
ment  of  military  organization  may  recder 
necessary." 

TIlis  recommendation  was  given  effect  to 
by  Article  94  of  the  Boyal  Warrant:, 
which  runs  as  follows: — 

"Yolantary  retirement  with  retired  pay  or 
arstnity  shaU  only  be  permitted  when  it  shall 
be  deemed  expedient  by  onr  Secretary  of  State. 
Before  such  voluntary  retirement  be  permitted 
it  shall  be  specially  recommended  by  our  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  approved  by  our  ijeoretary 
of  State." 

The  contingencT  contemplated  by  the 
Oommissioners  has  arisen.  Promotion 
has  fur  some  time  been,  on  the  average, 
very  much  more  rapid  than  the  normal 
rate ;  and  if  no  change  were  made  would 
continue  at  an  nndue  rate.  I  have,  there- 
fore, partially  suspended  voluntary  re- 
tirements, 80  as  to  check  promotion  in 
regiments  where  it  is  unduly  rapid,  in 
accordance  with,  the  intention  of  the  re- 
commendation of  tbe  Boyal  Oommission 
and  of  the  Boyal  Warrant.  I  liave 
thought  it  fairer  to  the  offioers  of  the 
Army  to  do  this  in  the  form  of  a  General 
Be^lation,  so  that  they  may  know 
their  exact  position,  than  to  treat  each 
case  on  its  merits,  as  recommended  by 
the  Boyal  Conunission. 

EDUCATION  (IRET.AKI>)-I.EOISLA. 
TION. 

Me.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  will  introduce,  before  the  end  of 
the  Session,  the  Bill  which  he  has  pre- 
pared on  the  subject  of  Irish  Education, 
in  order  that  its  provisions  may  be  con- 
sidered during  the  Becess. 

Mh.  TEEVELTAN:  No,  Sir;  the 
Govemmeat  cannot  brin^  in  any  Bills 
at  thia  period  of  the  Session  which  they 
do  not  see  their  way  to  passing.  When 
I  promised  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  it  was 
on  the  distinct  undierstanding  that  if  it 
was  to  be  paaaed  at  all,  it  was  to  be 
passed  by  common  ofHuent,  or  something 
uppxoaohing.  I  do  not  oonnder  it  de- 


sirable to  introdooe  a  Bill  merely  to 
have  it  seen. 

Mr.  HEALT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  tho  Intermediate  Education  Seore- 
taries  edit  the  questions  set  at  each  ex- 
amination, if  they  are  competent  to  do 
so  in  all  the  subjects;  and,  if  not,  upon 
what  grounds  do  these  officials  continue 
to  receive  as  salaries  six  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  income  of  the  Board,  or,  as  per 
the  Report  of  1883,  a  very  large  per- 
centage of  the  Boanl's  annual  expendi- 
ture ;  which  of  the  Secretaries  was  re- 
sponsible for  editing  and  correcting  the 
proofs  of  the  papers  set  in  algebra  and 
arithmetic  at  the  recent  examination ; 
whether  one  of  the  papers  set  in  algebra 
contained  questions  extending  beyond 
the  prescribed  course,  and  whether  the 
junior  grade  paper  in  arithmetic  con- 
tained an  unpardonable  error;  and,  do 
these  mistakes  arise  from  the  employ- 
ment as  secretary  of  an  ex-Queen's  Col- 
lege professor  who  is  past  his  labour, 
and  otherwise  incapacitated  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN:  The  Assistant 
Education  Commiesioners,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Rules  of  the  Board,  approved  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  revise  the  exami- 
nation papers  except  in  five  special  sub- 
jects, and  are  competent  to  do  so.  In 
all  cases  proofs  are  submitted  to  the 
examiners  for  correction.  One  or  two 
letters  have  been  reoeired  objecting  to 
two  questions  in  the  junior  grade  alge- 
bra paper,  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
outside  the  prescribed  course.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
the  objection  is  not  well  founded;  but 
the  matter  awaits  the  decision  of  tho 
Board.  Dr.  Curtis  is  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioner who  revises  the  science  papers. 
The  error  in  the  arithmetic  paper,  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  was,  I 
am  informed,  purely  a  typographical 
one — the  misplacing  of  a  point,  which 
arose  in  the  process  of  printing,  and  did 
not  exist  in  the  proofs  corrected  b^  the 
examiner  and  revised  by  tbe  Assistant 
Commissioner.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
grounds  for  the  suggestion  that  Br. 
Curtis  is  past  his  work  or  otherwise  in- 
capacitated. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— DISPLAY  OF 
PARTY  EMBLEUS  BY  THE  LETTER 
CARRIER  AT  NEWCASTLE,  COUNTY 
DOWN. 

Mb.  HABBINQTON  asked  the  Post- 
master Oeneial,  Wh^fe^l^Geftj^k 


on  July  12th,  the  Orange  snniTersary, 
the  letter  carrier  at  Newcastle,  county 
Down,  wore  an  orange  sash  when  de- 
livering the  letters  through  the  town ; 
and,  whether  this  was  noticed  by  the 
Postmaster;  and,  if  so,  was  any  remon- 
etranoe  addressed  to  this  man  for  wear- 
ing party  emblems  while  engaged  in 
omoial  duties  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT  :  It  is  the  ease,  as 
implied  in  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Uember,  that  on  the  I2th  instant  the 
man  who  delivers  letters  at  Newcastle, 
county  Down,  wore  an  orange  sash  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
The  man  in  question,  who  is  employed 
by  the  local  Poetmaster,  disclaims  all 
intention  of  (dring  offence,  expresses 
regret  that  offenoe  diould  have  been 
given,  and  promises  not  to  wear  his 
•carf  when  on  duty  again. 

LAW  AND  POLIOE  (METEOPOLIS))— 
THE  BEFOBH  DEUOKSTRA- 
TION. 

Mb.  J,  LOWTHER  (for  Viscount 
Folkbbtohb)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  "Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in 
a  letter  in  The  Timet  of  the  24th,  that 
three  Yeomanry  bands,  in  uniform,  took 
part  in  the  Demonstration  on  Monday 
wst ;  and,  if  so,  if  it  is  not  an  infraction 
of  Uie  "Queen's  Begulations ; "  and, 
-whether  the  Military  auUiorities  propose 
to  take  any  and,  if  so,  what  notice  of 
such  an  inmngement  of  the  "Queen's 
Begulationaf" 

Tbx  Mabqubss  of  HAETINQTON  : 
It  would  be  a  grave  breach  of  discipline 
for  a  Yeomanry  or  Volunteer  band  to  take 
part,  in  its  military  capacity,  in  a  political 
assemblage  ;  and  if  any  case  is  reported 
to  me,  with  the  name  of  the  offending 
corps,  proper  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
an  infringement  of  Begulations.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  noble  Viscount  will  per- 
haps allow  me  to  point  out  that  the  letter 
in  Th»  Ttmet,  to  which  he  refere,  is  flatly 
contradicted  by  a  signed  letter  in  the 
same  journal  to-day. 

Mr.  WABTON  said,  he  had  a  letter 
from  a  gallant  Colonel  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club  confirming  the  statement 
of  the  noble  Viscount  the  Member  for 
South  Wiltshire. 

The  Mabqvess  of  HABTINGKCON: 
It  is  extremely  denrable  that  partioulars 
of  the  alleged  attendance  of  the  band 
shonld  be  lumished  to  me.   I  am  in- 
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dined  to  think  that  no  snoh  iwadent 
took  place. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  MAIIfl 
BETWEEN  DUBLIN  AND  OOEK. 

Mr,  LEAMY  asked  the  Postmaster 
Qeneral,  Whether,  seeing  that  a  stop- 
page of  five  minutes  would  be  quite  sum- 
cient  to  allow  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Mail,  under  the  proposed  new 
Bervice  between  Dublin  to  Cork,  to  drop 
and  take  up  pasaengers  at  Maryborough, 
and  that  the  Central  Ireland  Bailwsy 
is  willing  to  send  a  special  train  to  mrat 
the  Mail  at  Maryborough,  he  will,  in 
the  interests  of  the  pubhc,  require  that 
such  stoppage  ^all  be  made  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT :  In  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member,  X  beg  to  say  that,  beyond 
the  detention  during  the  actual  stop- 
page, time  18  lost  in  slackening  speed 
and  getting  it  up  again ;  and  a  stop  at 
Maryborough,  which  is  not  required  for 
Post  Oifice  purposes,  would  proportion- 
ally shorten  the  very  moderate  interval 
which  it  is  possible  to  secure  for  replies 
at  Cork  by  the  accelerated  service ;  by 
which  service  also  Waterford  wUl  largely 
benefit. 

Mr.  LEAMY  asked  what  time  would 
be  lost  by  stopping  tiie  mail  train  at 
Maryborough  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  he  beUered 
eight  or  ten  minutes;  but  there  was  an- 
other apphcation  from  the  hmt.  Member 
for  Clonmel  for  stoppage  at  Thurles. 
["No,  no!"] 

Mr.  AETHUB  O'OONNOB  asked 
whether  the  mul  train  did  not  now  stop 
at  Thurlea  for  water;  whether  water 
could  not  be  taken  in  instead  at  Maiy- 
borough  ? 

Mb.  MOORE  said,  it  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  stopping  the  train  at  Thurles, 
but  of  throwing  out  the  mail  bags.  He 
begged  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  what  hour  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
accelerated  mail  train  would  pass  Thurles 
Station;  and,  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  inconvenience  ui^ed  by  the  Limerick 
and  Waterford  Bailway  Company  as  a 
reason  for  not  running  a  train  to  meet 
the  mail  train  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  there  would  be 
no  objection  whatever  to  throwine  oat 
the  mail  bags  at  Thurlee,  if  the  local 
railway  would  run  a  train  to  meet  the 
mail  bags ;  but  he  understood  they  did 
not  consider  the  traffic  would  justify 
than  in  doing  that,  ao ^.^lat  thero  would 
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be  no  advut^e  in  timwing  ont  the 
mails. 

DEFENCE  OP  EGYPT— EXPENSES- 
SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE. 

Mb.  J.  a.  TAIjBOT  (for  Lord  Eustaoe 
Cecil)  a«ked  the  Secratary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  he  can  now  state  when 
any  Supplementarr  Estimate  will  be 
presented  to  the  House  to  defray  the 
cost  of  any  expedition  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  Egypt  ? 

The  M*EQiJE8s  of  HARTlNaTON: 
I  hare  communicated  on  this  subject 
with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  unless  circum- 
stances, at  present  unforeseen,  should 
arise  which  would  lead  to  a  larger  ox- 
penditure  than  is  at  present  going  on,  it 
will  be  unnecessary  to  present  any  Sup- 
plementary Estimate  for  the  Army  in 
the  course  of  the  present  Session. 

HEmCAL  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  G.  TiLBOT, 

Ma.  GLADSTONE  said :  We  hare  con- 
sidered as  carefully  as  we  could  the  pro- 
^»eetsof  tins  Bill,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
with  the  result  which  is  often  arrived 
at.  Our  chance  of  carrying  the  Bill 
would  be  very  small;  and  having  regard 
to  the  comfort  and  oonvenienee  of  the 
House,  and  to  the  ciroumstaroes  of  the 
period  of  the  Session,  although  anxious 
to  push  it  forward,  I  am  obliged  to  state 
that  the  OoTsmmeat  do  not  intend  to 
pTOoeed  with  the  Bill. 

lEKLAND-MANUFACTURES   AND  IN- 
DUSTRIES—A ROYAL  COMMISSION. 

Sir  BAEDLEY  WILMOT  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  If  he  will 
advise  Her  Majesty  graciously  to  issue 
a  nnall  lioyal  Cpmmission  to  inquire 
into  the  present  condition  of  manufao- 
turiog  and  prodnctiTe  industries  in  Ire- 
land, with  a  view  to  the  more  ample  de- 
Tdopment  of  those  industries,  and  the 
more  effectnal  promotion  thereby  of  the 
material  wealw  and  prosperity  of  the 
Irish  people? 

Mb.  QLADSTOKE  :  I  have  consulted 
my  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  our  opinion  certainly  is  that,  even 
if  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  were  desirable, 
a  Boyal  Commission  would  not  be  the 
best  iDStrumeut  for  conducting  it,  view- 
ing the  nature  of  the  subject.   It  is  a 


subject  which  would  be  more  fitiy  oon- 
sidered  by  a  Committee  of  this  House ; 
and  with  regard  to  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  that  must  depend  a  good  deal 
on  the  desire  and  views  entertained  in 
this  House.  But  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  we  do  not  feel  great  anxiety  for 
such  an  inquiry  even  by  a  Committee  of 
this  House,  and  for  this  simple  reason — 
what  we  are  afraid  of  is,  that  bringing 
to  bear  further  public  inquiries  on  this 
matter  would  rather  tend  to  weaken 
what,  above  all  things,  we  wish  to  see 
strengthened  in  Iremnd — namely,  the 
sense  of  self-rdianoe,  and  would  raise 
expectations  of  aid  f^m  a  quarter  from 
wmch  it  eonld  nerei  effectually  oome. 

POOB  LAW  GUARDIANS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Mb.  PARNELL  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether,  in  view  of 
the  rejection  by  the  House  of  Lords  on 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill,  he  will  intro- 
duce a  similar  measure  during  the  Au- 
tumn  Session  with  the  view  of  enabling 
the  Upper  House  to  reconsider  the  sub- 
ject? 

Mb. GLADSTONE:  We  lesrot  veiy 
much  the  loss  of  this  Bill.  I  nave  not 
had  the  ppw  of  communicating  with 
my  noble  Friend  in  whose  charge  it  was. 
But  I  presume  there  will  be  a  desire  to 
rerive  it  on  the  first  proper  opportunity. 
I  think,  however,  the  hon.  Member  can 
hardly  expect  me  to  say  that  a  proper 
opportunity  would  be  found  in  the  Au- 
tumn Session.  The  Autumn  Session, 
according  to  the  advice  on  which  Her 
Majest}Hhas  been  pleased  to  express  Her 
intention  to  act,  will  be  summoned  for  a 
very spooific and  a  peculiar  purpose;  and 
it  would  be  a  veiy  great  mistake  on  our 
part  if  we  were — I  will  not  say  to  allow, 
because,  of  course,  the  House  must  be 
the  sole  judge  of  what  subject  it  will 
entertain — but  if  we  were  to  be  parties 
to  mixing  up  other  matters  totally  dis- 
tinct from  the  question  of  the  Franchise 
with  the  Business  of  the  Autumn  Ses- 
sion. It  is  obvious  that  in  rejecting  the 
Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland)  BiU,  al- 
though we  may  lament  the  oircumetance, 
the  House  of  Lords  did  not  go  beyond 
its  rights.  This  Bill  has  none  of  those 
specialities  which  would  entitle  it  to  be 
taken  in  the  Autumn  Session. 

Ma.  T.  P.  O'CONNOB:  In  reference 
to  the  distiactiott  which  the  ri^t  hon. 
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Gentleman  has  juat  drawn  between  tbe 
Poor  Law  Quaraians  (Ireland)  BUI  and 
tbe  Franchise  Bill,  I  should  like  to  ask 
him  whether  he  is  aware  that  whereas 
the  Franchise  Bill  has  only  passed  a 
second  reading  once,  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  Bill  has  passed  a  second  read- 
ing two  or  three  times  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  That  circum- 
Btanoe  does  not  bear  on  the  oondusion 
to  which  we  have  come. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 

Mb.  MABJOKIBANKS  asked  the  Se- 
oretan'  to  tbe  Treasury,  Whether  he 
would  now  state  what  amendment  be 
-was  prepared  to  introduce  into  tbe  Pub- 
lie  Works  lioans  Bill>  whiob  stood  for 
Oommittee  that  evening? 

Mr.  COUETNET,  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  been  in  consultation  with  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  the  sulgee*, 
and  his  right  hon.  Friend  would  be  iu 
his  place  and  make  a  statement  .when 
the  Order  was  called. 

LAW  AND  POLICE-ARMED  BURGLARS. 

Sir  FBEDEEIOK  MILNEE  :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Home  Secretary  a  Question, 
oi  which  I  hare  given  him  private  No- 
tice, in  reference  to  his  Answer  yester- 
day to  me  on  the  subject  of  armed 
burglars.  I  would  ask  whether  he  can 
conceive  any  reason  why  a  man  who 
knocks  you  down,  ill-treats  you,  and 
robs  you  in  the  street,  ^ould  be  visited 
with  a  more  severe  punishment  than  a 
man  wbo  shoots  you  in  the  groin  with  a 
revolver,  or  makes  a  hole  in  your  skuU 
with  a  life-preserver  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUET:  My 
hon.  Friend  has  given  me  short  Notice 
of  the  Question.  He  asks  me  whether  I 
should  prefer  one  treatment  or  tbe  other. 
I  hare  not  had  timo  to  reflect  which  of 
these  two  operations  I  should  prefer ; 
and,  therefore,  if  he  will  allow  me  to 
think  over  it  during  the  Autumn  Eecess, 
I  shall  perhaps  be  able  to  {^ve  him  an 
answer. 

BUROH  POLICE  AND  HEALTH  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Mr.  ANDERSON :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  Whether  he  has  come 
to  any  decision  as  toproceeding  with 
the  Buivb  Police  and  HealUi  (Scotland) 
Bill? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  We  have  never 
wavered  in  our  expectation  with  respect 
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to  that  Bill.  I  cannot  say  anything  with 

regard  to  the  exact  time  or  date  when  it 
will  be  taken ;  but  we  desire  to  proceed 
with  it  this  Session. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— CHOLERA— EAQS 
PROM  MARSEILLES. 

Sir  FEEDEBICK  MILNEE  asked 
tiie  President  of  the  Local  Govemmont 
Board,  Whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that 
the  cargo  of  rags  from  Marseilles  be- 
lieved to  be  infected  with  cholera,  to 
which  allusion  bad  been  recently  made 
in  that  House,  had,  notwithstanding  as- 
surances to  the  contrary,  been  actually 
passed  through  Goole  and  landed  near 
Dewsbuiy,  8  low-lying  distrit^  specially 
liable  to  infection  ? 

Sib  CHAELES  W.  DILEE  :  I  asked 
the  hon.  Member  the  other  day  to  take 
a  little  more  trouble  in  ascertaining  the 
facts  before  asking  Questions  of  this 
cliaracter.  It  is  not  a  fact  that  these 
rags  have  been  landed  near  Dewsbury. 
They  have  not  been  landed  anywhere  at 
all.  The  rags  which  have  arrived  near 
Dewsbury  are  a  different  cargo,  from  a 
different  place,  and  of  a  very  different 
quality.  They  have  been  landed,  not 
at  Dewsbury  itself,  but  near  Dewsbury, 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
any  danger  attaches  to  them.  A  Gene- 
ral Order  was  issued  after  the  diiBoulty 
had  arisen  as  to  the  first  cargo,  against 
the  landing  of  any  rags  from  Toulon  and 
Marseilles.  The  car^o  of  rags,  as  to 
which  there  was  a  discussion  in  this 
House,  waa  never  landed  anywhere,  and 
the  statoment  to  that  effect  in  the  news- 

{lapers  was  absolutely  untrue.  The  rags 
anded  near  Dewsbury  came,  I  believe, 
from  Dieppe, 

Mb.  TATTON  EGEETON  :  Will  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  where  the 
original  rags  are  now  ? 

Sir  CHAELES  W.  DILKE:  They 
have  certainly  not  been  landed.  I  have 
received  a  very  satisfactory  telegram 
from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Hull  with  re- 
gard to  them.  I  do  not  quite  know 
where  they  are  at  this  moment ;  but  they 
certainly  have  not  been  landed.  They 
were  transferred  to  lighters ;  but  were 
not  taken  up  the  can^,  and  they  were 
never  put  ashore.  The  probabili^  ia 
they  were  sent  back  again. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGEETON:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House 
an  assurance  that  they  will  not  be 
landed? 
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Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKB  :  Yes ; 
they  certainly  will  not  be  landed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  CO  WEN:  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  the  cholera  never  was 
tranemitted  by  rags,  so  that  all  this  ex- 
citement is  entirely  unnecessary  ? 

Sib  CHAELES  W.  DILKE  :  I  stated 
in  the  Hoase  the  other  day,  in  reply  to 
a  Question,  that  there  was  no  evidence 
that  cholera  had  been  communicated  by 
rags.  Small-pox  and  wool-eorters'  dis- 
ease have  been  transmitted  by  rags ;  but 
there  is  no  evidence  to  that  effect  with 
regard  to  cholera. 

ORDERS  OF  TSE  LAY. 

SUPPLY.-COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

niTLAND   EEVENUE-OARRIAGB  TAX.- 
BBSOLDTIOH. 

LoBD  ALGERNON  FERCY,  in  rising 
to  move — 

**  That  the  Taxes  on  Carriages  are  excepUooal 
in  character,  and  injnriona  to  trade,  and  ahould 
thdtefere  be  abolished," 

said,  he  would  only  detain  tho  Houso 
for  a  short  while,  as  that  period  of  the 
Session  was  not  favourable  to  a  detailed 
consideration  of  the  question.  Great 
misapprehension  prevailed  as  to  the 
character  of  the  Carriage  Tax.  It  was 
commonly  believed  that  it  was  a  tax  upon 
luxury,  and  that  it  was  only  paid  by 
those  who  could  well  afford  to  do  so.  It 
vas  also  argued  that  it  was  too  small 
an  amount  to  seriously  affect  any  trade, 
ne  contested  all  these  positions.  The 
real  fact  was  that  the  tax  was  not  levied 
upon  luxury,  but  was  a  tax  upon  the 
product  of  industry.  It  was  the  last 
special  trade  tax  remaining,  and  was  in- 
juriouato  that  trade,  and  thus  affected 
many  artizans  and  working  men — over 
26,252  being  employed  in  that  trade 
alone — and  there  were,  at  least,  116  col- 
lateral trades  con(rerned  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  tax  in  coach-building,  all  of 
which  suffered.  The  tax  had  to  be  paid 
by  many  to  whom  a  carriage  was  not  a 
luxury,  but  just  as  much  an  article  of  ne- 
cessity as  a  chisel  or  a  hammer  was  an 
artiele  of  necessity  to  a  workman.  A 


carriage  was  not  a  luxury  to  a  doctor, 
a  surveyor,  or  a  commercial  traveller. 
It  was  just  as  much  a  necessity  to  the 
members  of  these  professions  as  carts 
were  to  farmers,  and  tools  to  workmen. 
The  carriage  manufacturers  had  no  right 
to  ask  for  special  legislation ;  but  they 
had  a  just  claim  to  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  trades.  They  had  a  right 
to  demand  fair  play ;  and  this  they  did 
not  obtain  as  long  as  their  industry  was 
singled  out  for  taxation,  and  it  should  be 
remembered  that  this  tax  was  an  annual 
tax,  such  as  was  imposed  on  no  other 
trade.  The  Carriage  Tax  was  the  last 
special  trade  tax,  the  Silver  Duty  being 
tbe  only  other  tax  of  the  same  kind;  but 
that  tax  was  only  paid  once,  whereas 
this  was  an  annual  tax.  All  other  trade 
taxes  had  been  repealed.  As  a  matter 
of  justice,  it  was  impossible  to  defend 
the  maintenance  of  a  tax  which  pressed 
injuriously  upon  a  highly  skilled  and  a 
most  important  trade.  He  had  said  that 
the  Carriage  Tax  was  not  a  tax  upon  a 
luxury.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
case  when  most  travelhng  was  done  on 
horseback,  it  was  evident  that  even  to 
Uie  rich  the  oarrif^e  was  not  to  tho  same 
extent  a  luxury  as  formerly.  Carriages 
were  now  used  by  medical  men,  clergy- 
men, hotel- keepers,  jobmasters,  and 
others;  and  it  was  just  as  necessary 
that  tliey  should  use  them  in  the 
duties  cf  their  calling  as  the  farmer 
should  use  the  carts  on  which  he  did 
not  pay  duty.  Even  if  a  tax  were  a 
tax  upon  luxury,  the  House  would  be 
cautious  about  imposing  it  if  it  ham- 
pered or  injured  an  important  trade 
which  if  free  would  give  employment  to 
many  additional  skilled  artiznns ;  indeed, 
the  trade  taxes  had  been  repealed  for 
that  very  reason.  Even  if  the  carriage 
were  a  luxury  there  was  no  good  ground 
for  a  carriage  being  singled  out  as  a 
special  article  of  luxury  for  taxation. 
Yachts  were  built  with  the  greatest  care, 
and  fitted  up  with  the  greatest  luxury, 
yet  a  yachtsman  might  travel  all  round 
the  world  without  paying  any  taxation, 
while  the  country  doctor  could  not  go 
his  round  of  two  miles  without  having 
to  pay  a  heavy  tax  on  his  carriage,  very 
much  disproportionod  to  its  value.  Bil- 
liard tables,  pictures,  and  musical  instru- 
ments were  certainly  articles  of  luxury 
quite  as  much  as  carriages,  but  these 
articles  were  rightly  not  taxed.  "VVTiy 
should  a  carriage  be  especiallv  singed 
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oat  as  an  objeot  for  taxation?  If  the 
fiupporten  of  the  tax  defended  it  on 
the  ground  of  luxury  at  least  they 
should  be  consistent,  and  subject  other 
luxuries  to  taxation.  But  they  did 
not  do  this,  and  those  interested  in 
the  carriage  trade  had  good  grounds 
for  com|)laining  that  they  were  not 
treated  impartially.  The  tax,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  was  a  tax  on  locomotion. 
Steamers  were  not  taxed  ;  and  although 
there  was  a  Passenger  Duty  on  railways, 
it  did  not  press  wim  anything  like  ihe 
sererit^  that  the  tax  on  carriages  did. 
Bicydes,  tricyoles,  uid  train  carriages 
were  not  taxed  and  more  or  less  com- 
peted with  the  carriage  building  trade, 
and  thus  the  tax  rendered  it  more  diffi- 
cult for  the  coachbuUding  trade  to  meet 
this  competition.  The  tax  itself  was  very 
unfairly  apportioned ;  it  was  levied  with  a 
total  disregard  either  to  the  value  of  the 
article  ortotbe  period  during  which  it  was 
employed.  For  instance,  a  pony  carriage 
of  a  certain  size  and  weight  paid  the 
same  tax  as  the  State  coach  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  tax  often  amounting  to  5  per 
cent  on  the  value  of  the  carriage,  and  in 
a  number  of  years  to  half,  and  more  than 
half,  its  original  cost.  A  carriage  cost- 
ing £40,  supposing  it  to  last  for  10 
^ears,  during  that  time  would  have  mud 
in  taxation  more  than  half  its  cost.  The 
amount  paid  in  tax  frequently  came  to 
mora  thantbe  oostof  keeping  the  carriage 
in  repair.  A  eoaoh-buiUer  bad  informed 
him  that  a  brougham  taken  out  of  his 
yard  1 1  years  ago  cost  £9  to  keep  it  in 
repair,  and  the  taxation  during  that  time 
amounted  to  22  guineas.  Then,  again, 
an  old  and  ricketty  carriage  paid  exactly 
the  same  as  a  new  one ;  and  if  a  carriage 
was  only  used  for  one  week,  it  had  to 
pay  the  tax  for  a  year.  If  a  man  bor- 
rowed a  carriage  from  the  coaohmaker 
while  his  own  was  being  repaired,  he 
had  to  pay  duty  on  the  borrowed  car- 
riage, thus  mulcting  him  in  double  duty 
for  what  was  practioaliy  the  use  of  only 
one  vehicle.  With  n^ard  to  the  objection 
that  the  tax  was  so  small  that  it  could 
not  affect  the  trade,  he  might  say  that 
the  aonual  turnover  of  the  carriage- 
building  trade  was  £2,600,000,  while 
the  amount  raised  by  tl^  tax  was  over 
£550,000,  so  that  the  trade  was  prac- 
tically taxed  to  the  amount  of  20  per 
cent.  It  was  evident,  he  thought,  tnat 
no  trade  could  really  prosper  under  such 
ciroumatanoes.    However  surprising  it 

Zori  Algernon  Percy 


might  seem,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
the  existence  of  the  tax  prevented  many 
people  from  purchasing  carriages.  Some 
hou.  Members  had  told  him  that  but 
for  the  tax  they  would  buy  one  or  two 
more  carriages  than  they  now  possessed. 
The  first  economy  made  in  an  establish- 
ment was  the  discontinuance  of  the  uae, 
of  a  carriage,  and  the  real  fact  was  that 
the  tax  did  not  fall  on  the  rich,  but  the 
rich  suited  their  establishment.  In 
Ireland,  where  there  was  no  Carriage 
Tax,  many  more  carriages  were  in  the 
hands  of  owners  than  was  the  case  in 
England.  In  Ireland  there  waa  no  in- 
ducement for  a  man  to  limit  the  number 
of  his  carriages,  and  when  a  carriage 
was  partly  dam^^,  there  was  no  neoee- 
sity  to  part  with  it.  In  England,  how- 
ever, when  a  carriage  was  much  worn  the 
owner  did  not  retain  it,  as  he  was  called 
upon  still  to  pay  duty  for  it,  although 
the  vehicle  was  unusable.  This  led  to  a 
system  of  barter  in  the  trade.  The  car- 
riage dealers,  when  they  got  an  order  for 
a  new  carriage,  always  had  to  take  an  old 
one  in  part  payment.  The  result  was 
that  their  premises  were  crowded  with 
surplus  stock.  He  had  received  letters 
from  coachbttilders,  one  of  whom  said  he 
had  150,  and  another  dOO,  second-hsnd 
carriages  on  hand.  An  ordinary  carriage 
occupied  something  Uke  60  superfit^ 
feet,  and  anyone  oould  easily  estimate 
how  much  ground  a  stock,  varying  from 
1 50  to  500  carnages,  would  cover.  Kent 
and  rates  for  these  premises  had  to  be 
paid.  The  same  cause  that  returned 
carriages  to  the  coachbuilders'  yards 
tended  to  keep  them  there,  and  often 
carriages  were  kept  until  they  largely 
depreciated  in  value.  This  was  a 
very  serious  inconvenience  and  loss, 
which  would  not  arise  if  the  duty 
were  abolished.  The  whole  system, 
therefore,  hammered  and  harassed  a 
most  important  industry.  If  there  were 
no  tax,  the  carriage  dealers  would  be 
enabled  either  to  let  these  old  carriages 
at  low  rates  or  sell  them  at  small  prices. 
Old  carriages  might  thus  be  brought  into 
use  at  country  railway  stations  and  other 

Jlaoes  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  people, 
f  the  tax  were  removed,  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  there  would  be  a 
great  impetus  given  to  the  trade.  When- 
ever a  tax  had  been  taken  off  an  industry 
that  had  always  been  the  result,  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  in., 
this  instance  it  would  be  equcdly  as  gceat,, 
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if  not  greater,  than  in  the  case  of  other 
trades  that  had  been  fk-eed  from  taxa- 
tion. In  Hungary  this  tax  was  re- 
moved a  eliort  time  ago,  and  the 
carriage-bnilding  trade  had  revived, 
in  consequence,  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent. One  firm  alone  had  received  an 
orderforover400carriages.  Likeresults 
had  accrued  in  other  trades  in  this  coun- 
try. When  the  duties  had  been  taken 
off  soap,  paper,  and  bricks,  vitality  had 
bran  given  to  each  business  ;  and  there 
had  been  an  immense  development  in  all 
these  trades  after  they  had  been  freed. 
The  parties  directly  interested  in  them 
had  not  alone  been  served,  but  the  entire 
population  had  been  benefited.  He  felt 
sure  a  like  result  would  spring  from  the 
ranoral  of  the  tax  on  oarriages.  He 
knew  it  was  contended  by  some  that 
as  oarriages  wore  away  the  roads 
&ey  shonTd  oontribnte  to  the  h^hway 
rates.  But  it  was  not  the  oarriages  that 
cut  up  the  roads.  It  was  the  farmers' 
carta,  waggons,  traction  engines,  and 
other  heavy  vehicles.  They  did  infinitely 
more  damage  to  the  highways  than  car- 
riages did,  and  were  not  taxed  as  being 
necessary  to  their  owners  for  the  proper 
carrying  on  of  their  business;  he  had 
shown  that  carriages  were  employed  by 
many  to  whom  their  use  was  a  necessity. 
He  was  neither  advocating  nor  con- 
demning the  principle  of  taxing  vehi- 
cles generally  ;  but  if  tbey  v&r&  to 
be  taxed  at  all,  the  most  deatruotire 
should  be  taxed  as  well,  and  the  tax 
shoold  not  be  levied  in  the  way  it 
was  now.  The  trade  thankfully  ao- 
knowledged  the  small  relief  the  Chan- 
cellor of  Uie  Exchequer  had  accorded  it 
in  Us  Budget.  Bat  it  did  not  afifect 
them  much.  It  was,  however,  a  tacit 
acknowledgment  that  the  tax  was  false 
in  principle.  The  trade  had  been  un- 
usually depressed  in  recent  years,  as  an 
illustration  of  which  he  might  mention 
that  over  14,000  carriages  had  been  re- 
Uimed  on  the  builders*  hands  within 
the  last  three  years.  That  might  be 
owing,  in  part,  to  the  general  depression 
of  the  times ;  but  it  was  also  due  largely 
to  the  great  increase  of  tramways  and 
railways,  and  they  were  placed  besides 
in  a  peculiarly  disadvantageous  posiUon 
in  eomparisoa  with  other  trades  in 
consequence  of  speoial  taxation.  He 
had  good  authority  .in  favour  of  the 
canae  ha  was  advocating.  The  tax, 
Heocding  to  the  Fiime  Minister,  was 


a  remnant  of  the  stupidity  of  jpast 
legislation.  In  1879  me  rig^t  hon. 
Gentleman  told  the  farmers  of  Mid  Lo- 
thian that,  in  his  opinion,  "they  should 
be  relieved  of  every  unjust  and  unneces- 
sary restraint,"  and  that "  they  were  en- 
titled totbefreesale  of  all  their  produce.'* 
"And  bis  whole  argument  applied  to 
all  trades  they  pleased  to  name."  The 
senior  Member  for  Birmingham  bad  also 
expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  tax,  and  had  stated  that  it 
was  totally  indefensible.  The  Chambers 
of  Commerce  of  London,  Newcastle, 
Bristol,  Derby,  Worcester,  Leicester,  and 
other  places  had  passed  resolutions  in  &- 
vour  of  the  abolition  of  the  tax.  Thecom- 
bined  Chambers,  at  a  meeting  held  in 
London,  had  also  passed  a  sinular  resolu- 
tion. There  had  been  upwards  of  80 
Fetitionsinfavonrof  thisKesolution.  The 
Petitioners  felt  that  in  asking  this  relief 
from  taxation  they  only  asked  for  justice 
and  fair-play,  and  he  trusted  they  would 
not  long  have  to  ask  in  vain.  He  would 
only  add  that  he  pleaded  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  duty:  first,  because  it  was 
based  on  bad  principles — principles  that 
did  not  apply  to  any  other  trade ;  second, 
because  it  was  a  direct  hindrance  and 
ill j  iiry  to  a  skilled  and  highly-important 
industry ;  third,  because  the  inoidence 
of  iis  imposition  was  inequitable  and 
unjuBt  in  operation ;  and,  lastly,  because 
he  believed  that  if  it  was  removed  it 
would  give  an  impetus  to  trade,  and  be 
of  great  service  to  a  lai^o  number 
skiUed  artizans  and  working  men.  On 
these  grounds,  he  commended  the  pro- 
posal to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  asked  for  it  the  support 
of  the  Government.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  moving  the  Motion  which 
stood  in  bis  name. 

Ma.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  he  had 
much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  Besolu- 
tion  of  the  noble  Lord ;  but  he  was  not 
able  to  add  much  to  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  already  said,  and  so  well  said.  The 
case  was  covered  by  very  few  facts,  and 
these  facts  had  been  so  clearly  put  be- 
fore the  House,  that  all  there  was  left 
for  him  to  do  was  to  compress  the  salient 
points  into  a  few  sentences,  and  urge  the 
Gh)vemment  to  ^ve  favourable  conside- 
ration to  the  subject.  The  carriage  tantde 
was  a  highly  importaent  one.  There  were 
between  25,000  and  26,000  workmen 
directly  employed  in  it,  and  thrae  was  a 
large  number  of  others  indirectly  into* 
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rested.  The  annual  turaoTer  of  the 
trade  was  calculated  at  £2,250,000,  and 
the  Carriage  Tax  amounted  to  £250,000. 
The  amount  of  revenue,  therefore,  that 
the  carriage  business  yearly  contributed 
to  the  Exchequer  was  something  like 
ono-fifth  of  the  turnover.  This  was  very 
large,  and  it  seriously  hampered  the 
trade,  which,  for  several  years  past,  had 
been  in  a  very  lauguishing  condition. 
The  depression  was  somethiog  more,  he 
feared,  than  temporary.  There  were  up- 
wards of  14,000  less  carriages  in  use 
now  than  there  was  a  few  years  ago,  and 
the  trade  with  the  Colonies  and  other 
countries  was  declining.  He  did  not 
moan  to  contend  that  this  decrease  was 
entirely  attribntable  to  the  duty ;  but 
certainly  the  duty  was  principally  the 
cause  of  it.  The  tax  itself  was  unsound 
in  principle  and  inequitable  in  opera- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  had  quoted  the 
testimony  of  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  senior  Member 
for  Birmingham  against  the  tax.  But  he 
might  have  gone  further,  and  quoted 
the  testimony  of  every  Chancellor  of  the 
Exohequer  since  the  Bcform  Bill.  All 
condemned  taxes  upon  industry,  and 
nearly  all  oondemued  taxes  upon  loco- 
motion. The  Carriage  Duty  was  a  tax 
on  both.  It  was  argued  that  it  was  too 
small  an  impost  to  injuro  the  trade ;  but 
they  all  knew  that  the  injury  inBicted 
by  a  duty  was  not  in  proportion  to  its 
amount.  Sometimes  an  insignificant  tax 
infiioted  considerable  injury  upon  a  trade. 
And  that  was  the  case  in  this  instance. 
It  was  levied  in  a  very  offensive  manner. 
The  coachbuilders  were  required  to  keep 
books  always  open  to  the  Revenue  offi- 
cers, in  a  way  that  was  both  annoying 
and  troublesome.  And  they  had  to  do 
this  under  a  penalty  of  £20.  When  a 
oarriago  left  the  builder,  it  continued  to 
pay  the  tax  until  it  was  destroyed ;  and 
the  result  was  that  when  the  owner  of  a 
carriage  wanted  a  new  one,  be  always 
gave  the  old  one  in  part  payment  for  the 
new  one.  As  a  consequence,  the  carriage- 
builders'  yards  were  crowded  with  car- 
riages which  they  could  not  dispose  of. 
The  rent  and  rates  they  were  called  upon 
to  pay  for  the  extensive  premises  neces- 
sary was  a  very  heavy  drain  on  a  de- 
pressed trade.  Old  carriages  were  often 
kept  for  years,  and  the  amount  paid  in 
shape  of  duty  e<|ualled  the  price  of  the 
article.  It  was  incorrect  to  say  that  this 
was  a  tax  upon  luxury.  It  was  a  tax 


npon  industry.  It  was  quite  true  that 
the  more  sumptuous  carriages  were  used 
only  by  the  most  wealthy  section  of  the 
community  ;  but  there  was  a  very  lai^ 
section  to  whom  carriages  were  a  neces- 
sary part  of  their  stock  and  trade.  But 
whether  it  was  a  tax  upon  luxury  or 
upon  industry,  the  fact  was  that  they 
bad  abolished  nearly  eveiy  tax  on  in- 
dustry except  this,  and  it  ought  to  go 
also.  He  knew  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  not  unfavourable  to  the 
proposal  in  principle ;  but,  of  course,  it 
was  necessary  for  nim  to  raise  the  Ee- 
vonue.  All  taxes  were  objectionable, 
and  he  recognized  that  it  was  difficult  to 
choose  whether  this  or  some  other  tax 
should  be  removed ;  but,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  there  was  no  other  tax  that  for 
its  amount  did  so  large  a  measure  of  in- 
jury as  this  one,  and  he  claimed  that  it 
should  have  the  first  attention  of  the  Qo- 
vemment.  But  even  if  the  tax  werenot 
abolished,  it  certainly  might  be  more 
equitably  levied.  A  tax  upon  a  carriage 
when  it  was  made  would  be  better  than 
an  annual  duty  levied  in  the  way  this 
was.  He  appealed  for  the  liberal  and 
favourable  consideration  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  tbe  Exchequer  of  the  very  rea- 
sonable request  tbe  noble  Lord  had  made 
in  such  very  folicitoua  termB,  and  in  so 
temperate  a  spirit. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  ont  from  the  word  '*  That"  to  Uio 
end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  the  Taxes  on  Cftrriagea  are  exceptional  in 
their  character,  aad  injuriona  to  trade,  and 
should  therefore  be  abolished," — {^Lord  Algernon 
Percy,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  pn^posed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Thb  CHANCELLOBof  tbk  EXCELE- 
QUEB  (Mr.  Gbildebs),  said,  that  the 
noble  Lord  and  his  hon.  Friend  had  put 
forward  clear  and  able  argimients  in 
very  few  words,  and  he  must  congra- 
tulate them  on  having  done  so.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  mentioned,  frankly 
enough,  the  first  argument  which  any 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  have 
to  use  in  meeting  a  proposal  to  condemn 
a  tax.  His  hon.  Friend  said  that  almost 
all  taxes  were  objectionable.  That 
was  so,  thougb  in  one  or  two  cases 
taxes  bad  their  good  side  and  wore 
in  themselves  adTantageo^  jBut  aa 
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to  the  great  mass  of  taxes,  whether 
direct  or  indirect,  he  admitted  that  they 
▼ere  in  themselTes,  to  a  very  lar^e  ex- 
tent,  eriU,  and  it  would  be  much  better 
if  the^oonld  do  without  them.  Iherewaa 
a  series  of  taxes — he  would  enumerate 
some  of  them — which  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  Farliamentary  debate,  of  a  good 
deal  of  discussion  outside  the  Houae, 
and  of  deputations  to  himself  and  his 
Predecessors,  and  which  it  was  acknow- 
ledged were  open  to  grave  objections. 
But  if  the  Honse  of  Commons  passed  a 
Besolution  of  that  character  as  to  a  par- 
ttcnlar  tax,  it  would  be  held  to  mean  that 
that  tax  was  to  be  taken  first  among^  those 
which  were  to  be  altered,  reduced,  or 
abolished.   Now,  he  oould  not  admit,  so 
iar  as  he  was  ooncemed,  the  doctrine  that 
tiie  Carriage  Tax  was  so  bad  that  it 
should  be  repealed  before  other  taxes. 
He  would  give  instances  of  one  or  two 
taxes  which  had  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, and  which  it  was  said  ought  to 
be  repealed.   They  had  had  an  iuterest- 
iDg  debate  on  the  subject  of  tobacco  not 
long  since;  and  the  argument  had  been 
pat  forward,  not  without  effect,  that  the 
time  had  come  when  ,the  ^d.  per  pound 
impoaed  a  few  years  ago  might  safely 
be  taken  off.   It  was  im^sed,  the  House 
was  told,  only  aa  a  temporary  measure ; 
and  the  right  hon.  GenUeman  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Devon  said,  the  other  day, 
that  he  hoped  the  tine  would  soon  oome 
when  it  would  be  possible  to  take  it  ofiF. 
If  the  Motion  of  &e  noble  Lord  were 
carried,  the  tax  on  carriages  would  be 
takw  off  first.   There  had  been  no  little 
discussion  lately  in  the  Press  about  the 
Bailway  Duty,  and  his  hon.  Friend  be- 
hind him  had  a  Motion  to  take  off  the 
mat  of  the  dnty.    On  that  he  expressed 
no  opinion ;  but  certainly,  if  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  was  oarried, 
the  Carriage  Tax  would  have  precedence 
odT  the  luiilway  Duty.    There  yrece 
other  texes  whi^  bad  beea  the  subject 
of  discussion,  and  as  to  which  strong 
representatioiu  had  been  made.  Take, 
fbr  instanoe,  the  Death  Daties.   He  ad- 
mitted there  were  some  who  thought 
&e  Death  Duties  might  be  increased ; 
but  there  were  others  who  thought  that 
a  considerable  remission  in  the  aggre- 
gate amonut  received  ought  to  be  con- 
eeded  by  the  Treasury,    That  remission 
must  give  precedence  to  the  Carriage 
Do^  if  the  Motion  of  the  noble  Lord 
wrae  oamed.   Then  then  was  a  steong 
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feeling  on  the  subject  of  the  Marine 
Insurance  Duty.  But  the  repeal  of 
the  Marine  Insurance  Duty  would  have 
to  give  way,  if  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Lord  were  carried ;  but  there  was  a  more 
important  duty.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  tiie  City  of  London  (Mr. 
Alderman  W.  Lawrence)  had  brought 
several  times  before  the  House  thaques- 
tion  of  the  House  Tax,  and  his  non. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasaiy 
and  others  had  admitted  that  there 
were  great  anomalies  in  the  tax,  and 
it  had  been  urged  that  in  ledressiag 
them  it  might  be  necessary  to  sa- 
crifice a  certain  amount  of  Hevenue, 
But  here,  again,  they  would  be  uoable 
to  dsal  with  the  House  Tax  if  this  Beso- 
lution should  be  adopted.  There  was  a 
much  more  important  class  of  duties 
still — the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  dried 
fruits,  which  a  very  large  section  of  the 
House,  with  which  he  sympathized, 
wished  to ,  reduce  or  abolish.  Were 
they  to  give  precedence  to  the  tax  on 
carriages  before  carrying  further  the 
proposals  for  a  free  breakfast  table? 
The  tax  on  gold  and  silver  plate  was 
small,  and  might  be  expected  not  to 
stand  in  the  way.  Still,  the  supporten 
of  its  repeal,  like  those  who  would  deal 
with  patent  medioines  and  the  Uke,  muet 
be  taken  into  aooount.  There  was  an- 
other great  demand  affecting  the  power 
of  the  House  to  reduce  taxes — namely, 
for  aid  in  relief  of  local  burdens, 
the  charge  for  which  must,  to  a  large 
extent,  whether  it  was  direct  or  indirect, 
fall  on  the  Exchequer.  Now,  was  the 
noble  Lord  prepared  to  say  that  the 
repeal  of  this  particular  tax  should 
take  precedence  of  the  measures  for 
giving  relief  to  local  burdens,  which, 
whatever  form  they  took,  must  heavily 
burden  the  Exchequer?  On  these  grountk 
alone,  it  would  be  impolitic  in  Parlia- 
ment to  take  one  particular  tax  for  re- 
mission out  of  the  dozen  to  which  grave 
objection  might  be  ni^^,  and  virtually 
caU  on  the  Chaoorilor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  deal  with  that  particular  tax  before 
adopting  any  measure  of  relief.  And 
now  a  word  or  two  on  the  tax  itself. 
Nobody  would  deny  that,  in  the  main, 
the  tax  fell  upon  the  rich.  There  were 
some,  no  doubt,  who  could  not  avoid 
using  carriages  —  professional  people, 
for  example — who  might  not  belong  to 
the  rich  or  the  well-to-do  classes ;  out 
they  bore  a  very  small^propovtion  <^  tba^ 
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tax.  If  he  were  to  hazard  a  guess,  he 
ehoTild  aaj  that  about  three-fourths  at 
least  of  the  duty  was  paid  by  the 
wealthy.  Therefore,  by  that  Resolutioa 
they  singled  out  a  tax,  not  like  taxes  on 
tea,  coffee,  and  tobacco,  which  were 
mainly  paid  by  the  poor,  but  a  tax 
which  was  mainly  paid  by  iixQ  rich ;  and 
the  House  would  declare,  if  it  adopted 
the  Kesolution,  that  the  first  taxpayer 
to  be  relieved  should  be  mainly  tbe  rich 
people  in  Great  Britain,  for  in  Ireland, 
lie  might  remark,  no  Carriage  Tax  was 
paid.  On  that  ground  alone,  he  con- 
leased  that  he  should  eee  grare  objec- 
tion to  that  Besolution.  But  the  noble 
Lord  said  it  might  be  true  that  the  rich 
in  the  main  paid  that  duty ;  but  inci- 
dentally it  fell  on  those  who  built  oar- 
riegea.  That  was  true.  Every  tax  on 
articles  of  manufacture,  although  it  fell 
directly  on  those  who  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  article  produced,  incident- 
ally fell  on  the  manufacturer,  whoever 
he  might  be.  But  that  afforded  no 
reason  why  they  should  single  out  a 
tax  that  was  paid  mainly  by  the  rich, 
merely  because  it  incidentally  touched 
those  who  were  engaged  in  the  trade  of 
making  the  taxed  article.  The  noble 
Lord  had  alluded  to  some  incidents  of 
the  tax,  and  had  repeated  the  figures 
given  by  a  deputation  which  waited 
upon  him  some  months  ago.  Many  of 
these  were  doubtless  not  far  wrong;  but 
he  must  except  those  of  the  numbers 
in  the  trade  and  the  annual  turnover, 
which,  he  was  satisfied,  had  not  been 
sufficiently  worked  out.  The  turnover, 
he  felt  satisfied,  was  much  larger  than 
the  amount  that  was  estimated  by  the 
deputation  to  which  he  had  referred, 
and  from  the  report  of  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  quoted.  Then  the  noble  Lord 
said—"  Ton  select  a  particular  form  of 
locomotion  for  taxation ;  but  you  leave 
other  forms  of  locomotion  untaxed;" 
and  he  particularly  mentioned  railways. 
The  railways,  the  noble  Lord  said,  paid 
only  a  small  tax  as  compared  with  the 
owners  of  carriages.  Now,  he  had  read 
that  morning  the  report  of  a  speech 
made  by  a  great  Eoilway  Chairman,  in 
which  he  alluded  to  the  incidence  of  the 
Bailway  Duty,  and  certainly  his  idea  of 
its  incidence  was  very  different  from 
that  of  the  noble  Lord^  He  described  it 
in  strong  language  as  very  heavy.  The 
produce  of  the  Bailway  Passenger  Duty 
was  something  over  £400,000  a-year,  I 
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and  that  of  the  Carriage  Duty  some- 
thing over  £550,000 ;  so  that  there  was 
no  great  excess  in  the  Carriage  Duty 
over  the  Eailwuy  Duty.  Then  tho  noble 
Lord  said — "Look  what  a  number  of 
second-hand  carriages  are  to  be  found  in 
all  the  carriage-builders-  shops.  That 
is  because  persons  who  want  a  new  car- 
riage before  their  old  one  is  worn  out  are 
driven  by  the  tax  to  send  the  latter  to  the 
coachmaker,  who  has  to  make  them  an 
allowance  for  it  in  the  price  of  the  new 
carrif^e."  Now,  judging  &om  his  own 
experience,  the  price  given  for  an  old 
carriage  was  very  small  indeed ;  and  he 
did  not  think  the  transaction  was  a  Very 
lucrative  one  for  Uiose  who  kept  car- 
riages. The  argument  was  exactly  the 
other  way.  But  the  noble  Lord  had 
referred  to  the  state  of  things  abroad  in 
connection  with  that  question.  On  that 
subject  he  had  a  good  deal  of  conversa- 
tion with  the  intelligent  deputation  which 
waited  upon  him;  and  he  had  since  made 
inquiries  as  to  Carriage  Taxes  abroad — 
particularly  in  France,  the  country  to  be 
compared  most  properly  with  our  own. 
Hungary  or  Austria  could  bear  no  com- 
parison with  England  as  to  the  useof  car- 
riages; but  in  France,  especially  in  Paris, 
the  use  of  carriages  almost  approached 
that  of  England.  Through  the  kindness 
of  liord  Gh-anviUe,  he  had  obtained  very 
full  information  from  the  French  (Go- 
vernment OB  to  the  Carriage  Duties  thne. 
He  was  not  speaking  now  of  the  muni- 
cipal charges  paid  in  Paris  and  other 
French  towns  for  cabs  and  other  vehicles 
plying  for  hire,  which  were  very  heavy, 
but  of  the  Government  tax  on  carriages. 
That  tax  was  far  larger  than  it  was  in 
England.  In  Paris  the  Government  tax 
on  a  four-wheeled  carriage  was  60  francs 
per  annum,  on  a  two'wheeled  carriage 
40  francs,  and  on  every  horse  25  francs. 
These  were  the  duties  paid  in  Paris  by 
the  owners  of  carriages  as  part  of  the 
Inland  Hevenue.  In  other  places  in 
France  there  was  a  sort  of  sliding  scale ; 
but  in  Paris  and  in  France  generally 
the  Carriage  Tax  was  far  higher  than 
in  this  country.  The  state  of  things  in 
France  was  far  more  burdensome  on 
carriage  owners  than  it  was  here ;  and 
yet  in  France  he  had  heard  of  no  com- 
plaint of  the  large  number  of  second- 
hand carriages  accumulated  in  the  hands 
of  the  ooachmakers.  The  fact  was,  car- 
riages were  not  the  only  second-hand 
art^es  tlmt  aecumulated^  in  the  huids  - 
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of  the  makers.  The  owners  of  piauo- 
iortea  often  preferred,  after  using  them 
8  certain  time,  to  send  them  baok  into 
the  hands  of  the  maker,  and  get  new 
instruments ;  but  there  was  no  tax  on 
pianos.  That  practice  in  regard  to  car- 
liftges  was  not  the  consequence  of  the 
tax  at  al),  but  the  oonsequence  of  the 
habits  of  the  countrj.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  smallness  of  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  carriages  kept  from  year  to 
year,  as  the  noble  Lord  supposed,  had 

r;tieally  anjthiog  to  do  with  the  duty, 
point  of  fact,  those  who  kept  car- 
riages had  largely  benefited  by  recent 
legislation.  The  repeal  of  the  Horse 
Duty  and  the  abolition  of  turnpikes 
had  been  a  great  relief  to  them  ;  but 
those  measures  had  not  led  to  more  car- 
riages and  horses  being  used.  There- 
fore^ he  could  not  see  that  the  Carriage 
Duty  had  the  effect  which  the  noble  Lord 
supposed.  The  tax  constituted  a  very 
trifling  percentage  in.  the  cost  of  keep- 
ing a  carriage,  and  could  not  be  called 
burdensome  to  those  who  had  to  pay  it ; 
and  for  these  reasons  he  trusted  that 
the  House  would  not  adopt  the  Besolu- 
tton  of  the  noble  Lord. 

SxB  BOBEBT  FEEL  said,  he  thought 
that  the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exohequer  raised  an  issue  altogether 
foreign  to  ike  point  raised  by  the  noble 
Ij(Hrd.  The  Motion  said  that  that  tax 
was  exceptionalin  its  character  and  in- 
jnnons  to  the  interests  of  a  particular 
trade.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer told  them  that  there  was  a 
series  of  taxes  open  to  grave  objection, 
among  them  being  the  duty  ou  tobacco, 
the  Tea  Duly,  the  Eailway  Duty,  the 
Marine  Insiirance  Duty ;  and  he  asked 
whether  the  Carriage  Duty  ought  to  have 
the  precedence  over  those  taxes  ?  Now 
he  would  point  out  that  that  was  the 
only  annntJ  tax  on  a  useful  manufao- 
tnred  article  in  this  country.  Moreover, 
there  were  not  only  some  26,000  skilled 
artieaoB  directly  interested  in  that 
trade ;  but  a  vast  number  of  collateral 
trades  depended  on  the  anocess  and  the 
•zcelle&ce  of  the  work  which  those 
£6,000  skilled  artizans  were  ^ployed  in 
perfectiDg;  and  he  maintained  that  that 
tax  being  very  injurious  to  trade  ought  to 
beabolished.  Adeputationhadwaitedon 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  a  short  time 
ago  in  connection  with  this  subject.  He 
bad  given  that  deputation,  he  believed, 
fiBoporagement  i  but  it  was  a  remark' 


able  fact  that  in  addition  to  that  depu- 
tation the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
throughout  the  country  had  dealt  with 
the  question.  He  found  on  inquiry  that 
the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  London, 
Bristol,  Derby,  Newcastle,  "Worcester, 
and  Leicester  had  all  passed  resolutions 
in  favour  of  the  remission  of  this  tax. 
Besides  these  Bodies  very  important 
meetings  at  Bath  and  Manchester  had 
dealt  with  the  question ;  and,  as  had 
been  pointed  out,  even  the  Prime 
Minister  himself  had  advocated  some 
years  ago  the  remismon  of  this  tax. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
acknowledged  that  the  complaint  of  the 
deputation  was  well  founded.  The 
trade  said  that  the  overturn  of  their 
business  in  the  year  was  £2,500,000; 
the  amount  of  tax  it  had  to  pay  to  the 
Cfaaocellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  about 
£545,000  a-year.  He  asked  the  House, 
therefore,  whether  the  subject  was  not 
worthy  of  consideration  ?  Tberight  hon. 
Qentleman  had  said  that  the  tax  was 
one  which  fell  mostly  upon  the  rich. 
This  was  a  great  mistake.  Everyone 
knew  that  in  commercial  and  industrial 
districts,  where  there  was  hardly  any 
resident  gentry,  the  carriage  Iwcama 
almost  an  article  of  livelihood  to  the 
neighbourhood.  He  thought  there  was 
great  force  in  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  put  it  aside  merely  upon  the  asser- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  there  were  so  many  other  taxes 
which  ought  to  be  considered,  and  that 
this  tax  on  carriages  ought  not  to  have 
the  preference. 

Me-  ANDERSON  said,  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  carriages  paid  this  tax.  He 
recognized  that  the  tax  fell  mainly  on 
the  rich ;  but  the  manner  in  which  it 
operated  against  the  manufacturers  of 
carriages  was  to  cause  the  rich  people 
to  keep  a  smaller  number  of  carriages 
in  consequence  of  the  tax.  If  they 
freed  the  trade  of  this  tax,  therefore,  they 
would  give  an  impetus  to  it,  and  create 
a  larger  demand  for  carriages.  There 
were  two  ways  of  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion— first,  as  a  tax  upon  a  luxury,  and 
next  as  a  tax  upon  industry.  So  far  as 
the  tax  was  a  tax  upon  luxury  paid  for 
by  the  rich,  he  approved  of  it.  It  was 
a  good  tax.  So  far  as  it  acted  as  a 
restraint  upon  an  important  ^mana£E|Q« 
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tare  he  disapproTed  of  it ;  it  was  a  bad 
tax.  What  the  House  had  to  consider 
was  whether  it  did  more  good  in  the 
one  direction  or  more  harm  in  the  other. 
After  fully  considering  the  matter  for 
Bome  years,  he  confessed  hia  opinion 
was  that  the  tax  did  more  harm  in  re* 
straining  a  trade  than  it  did  good  as  a 
tax  upon  luxaiy;  and  he  thought, 
therefore,  the  tax  ought  as  soon  as 
possible  to  be  abolished.  The  Ohan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted  that  it 
was  not  a  good  tax — at  least,  he  mildly 
condemned  it ;  and  his  answer  was  prac- 
tically that  he  could  not  afford  to  take 
it  off,  because  there  were  a  number  of 
other  taxes  which  competed  for  his 
attention  when  he  had  any  surplus  to 
dispose  of.  There  were,  for  example, 
the  Tobacco  Duty,  the  Railway  Duty, 
the  Death  Duties,  local  burdens,  marine 
insurance,  and  the  duty  on  gold  and 
silver  ^ate.  He  (Mr.  Anderson)  had 
on  preTions  occasions  advocated  the 
taking  off  of  the  Marine  Insurance 
Duty  and  the  duty  on  gold  and  silver 
plate,  beeause  he  thought  those  duties 
were  in  restraint  of  a  manufacturing  in- 
dustry. He  maintained,  therefore,  that 
tiie  taxes  on  gfM  and  silver  i^ate, 
marine  insurance,  and  on  carri^^s  were 
directly  in  restraint  of  manufacturing 
industzy,  and  ought  to  be  taken  off. 
The  right  hon.  Qentleman  also  men- 
tioned the  Tea  and  Ooffee  Duties.  He 
had  before  now  advocated  the  reduction 
of  those  duties ;  and  what  he  complained 
of  was  that  while  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man condemned  a  great  many  taxes  and 
said  they  were  bad  and  ought  to  be 
taken  off,  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  his 
opportunities  to  take  them  off  when  he 
could.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
this  year  no  less  a  sum  than  £d,OUO,000 
dropping  into  his  hands  by  the  expiry 
of  Terminable  Annuities.  Why  could 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  have  used 
some  part  of  that  surplus  in  removing 
these  most  objectionable  taxes.  That 
oould  have  been  done,  and  a  large  part 
of  the  sum  used  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Debt.  Instead  of  doing  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  kept  on  all  these  ob- 
jectionable taxes,  however  bad  they 
might  be,  in  order  that  he  might,  use 
the  whole  amouut  of  the  expired 
Terminable  Annuities  to  make  a  great 
flourish  abotit  the  reduction  of  the  Debt. 
Instead  of  relieving  the  present  genera- 
tion of  manufacturers  and  taxpayers, 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  threw 
the  relief  on  to  some  future  generation, 
about  which  they  knew  nothing  at  all. 
There  was  another  way  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  make  a 
very  considerable  amoxmt  of  money  that 
would  help  him  a  good  deal.  He  was 
glad  the  proposal  to  issue  bogus  half- 
sovereigns  had  been  dropped.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  instead  of  issuing 
bogus  hfdf -sovereigns,  would  issue  a 
reasonable  quantity  of  paper  money 
— both  £l  notes  and  10*.  notes— 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
the  country  also  would  obtain  great 
benefit.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
missed  one  golden  opportunity  for  re- 
moving these  taxes,  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  say  when  he  would  find 
another. 

Mb.  MACFAELANE  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  tax  affected  the  coachbuilder 
to  anything  like  the  extent  which  had 
been  stated.  He'Iooked  upon  the  tax 
as  strictiy  a  rich  man's  tax,  and  there- 
fore it  was  one  of  the  best  taxes  in  use. 
He  believed  that  no  man  who  could 
afford  to  keep  a  carriage  was  deterred 
from  doing  so  by  this  impost.  A  refer- 
ence had  been  made  to  the  Tea  and 
Ooffee  Duties ;  but  what,  he  asked,  was 
the  actiud  comparison  between  the  old 
woman  who  drank  tea  and  the  old 
gentleman  who  rode  in  his  carriage  ? 
The  old  woman  paid  100  per  cent  on 
every  pound  of  tea  she  drank,  while  the 
Carriage  Tax  only  amounted  to  2  or  3  per 
cent.  The  working  man,  too,  paid  a 
duty  of  600  to  700  per  cent  on  his 
tobacco.  If  the  question  were  pressed 
to  a  Division  he  would  vote  against  the 
Motion.   

Mb.  FRANCIS  BUXTON  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  see  his  way  to  abolishing 
the  Passenger  Duty,  which  affected  far 
more  people  than  the  Carriage  Tax.  He 
(Mr.  F.  Buxton)  was  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  all  duties  on  locomotion ; 
but  if  the  effect  of  passing  this  Resolu- 
tion were  to  be  to  abolish  the  Carriage 
Duty  rather  than  the  Railway  Pas- 
senger Duty,  he  must  vote  agunst  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.  ILLINGWORTH  said,  ho 
thought  the  griovanco  of  the  carri^e 
makers  was  more  fancied  than  real.  He 
did  not  believe  that  it  affected  the  car- 
riage industry.  No  doubt  there  wag 
stagnation  in  the  trade|-bat  then  was 
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depression  all  over  the  country,  and  car- 
riages being  a  luxury  were  naturally 
one  of  the  first  things  that  people  gave 
up.  There  were  many  taxes  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  to 
have  taken  the  opportunity  before  now 
of  abolishing  or  reducing,  instead  of  in- 
dulging in  an  heroic  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  National  Debt.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Anderson)  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  doing  rather  too  much 
for  posterity  in  his  endeavours  to  re- 
duce the  interest  on  the  National  Debt. 
He  thought  there  was  no  case  to  be 
urged  for  the  abolition  of  the  Carriage 
Taxes  in  comparison  with  the  daims  of 
tea  and  tobacco.  Tea  was  consumed  to 
an  enormous  extent,  and  the  duty  on  it 
was  disproportionately  large.  He  would 
ui^  that  it  was  to  the  advantage  of  the 
country,  consumers,  producers,  and  tax- 
payers, that  we  should  lessen  the  pro- 
portion of  indirect  taxation,  and  go 
to  the  more  scientific  principle  of  direct 
taxation.  That  system  would  be  far 
preferable  to  the  present  crude  and  un- 
just system  of  levying  taxes  not  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  to  pay,  but  on 
the  amount  of  the  article  actually  con- 
sumed. 

Ma.  BITCEHAU  said,  he  did  not 
oonsidffl  that  the  Carriage  Tax  seriously 
affected  an  important  industry.  It  was 
ataxpaidby  those  who  used  the  vehicles, 
and  its  effect  upon  the  manufacturers, 
he  thought,  must  be  very  infinitesimal. 
As  a  Local  Taxation  Beformer,  he  con- 
sidered it  to  be  a  tax  that  should  be 
transferred  from  Imperial  to  Local  Au- 
thority. Upon  the  removal  of  the  turn- 
pike gates  the  Chambers  of  Agriculture 
strongly  urged  that  the  horse  and  vehicle 
tax  should  be  so  transferred  j  but,  un- 
fortunately, one  of  the  first  acts  done  by 
the  late  Government  was  to  repeal  the 
Horse  Tax,  although  that  repeal  was  com- 
paratively unasked  for;  and  the  over- 
burdened ratepayers  had  their  burden 
most  seriously  increased,  the  gates  being 
removed  without  aoy  equitable  provision 
being  made  for  the  future  maintenance 
of  the  roads.  And  now  an  attempt  was 
made  to  obtain  a  further  repeal,  and 
that  of  a  tax  yielding  upwards  of 
£500,000  annually,  and  that,  too,  a  tax 
borne  principally  by  the  wealthy.  He 
(Mr.  Duckham)  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  consider  the  cry 
of  the  heavily  taxed  urban  and  rural 


ratepayers.  They  had  been  promised 
substantial  relief.  The  transference  of 
Imperial  taxes  had  been  shadowed  forth 
by  the  Government  as  the  source  from 
whence  to  expect  that  relief;  but  he 
failed  to  see  how  that  promise  could  be 
carried  into  effect  if  such  taxes  were 
frittered  away. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  met  the  real  question — namely,  that 
that  tax  was  the  only  existing  tax  upon 
industry.  The  interests  of  this  country 
were  suffering  in  every  direction ;  and 
though  hon.  Members  had  spoken  of 
the  other  classes  who  were  suffering 
from  an  excess  of  taxation,  it  had  been 
forgotten  that  those  taxes  afflscted  the 
whole  section  of  citizens,  whereas  the 
Carriage  Tax  was  put  upon  a  class  who 
were  fifso  subject  to  other  taxes.  He 
bad  never  heard  that  the  rich  scrapled 
to  pay  the  tax;  but  there  was  a  very 
strong  fooling  on  the  part  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  trade,  on  the  part  of  a  large 
number  of  workmen  who  were  struggling 
for  their  living,  that  the  tax  being  the 
only  one  which  pressed  on  industry  and 
labour  was  one  which  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
avoided  that  question,  and  had  never 
alluded  to  the  exceptional  nature  of  the 
tax,  that  it  was  one  dealing  entirely 
with  Ubour,  and  therefore  essentially 
different  from  other  taxes.  On  those 
grounds  he  should  support  the  Motion 
of  his  noble  Friend. 

Question  put. 

The  House  diviied  :—AjeB  93 ;  Noes 

38  :  Majority  55.— (Div.  List,  No.  183.) 

Main  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

PARLIAMENT  -  PUBLIC   BUSINESS  — 
PROCEDURE— HOUSE  OP  LOEDS 
BIL  LS. — OBSE  RVATIONH. 

Mb.  W  a  B  T  0  N,  in  whose  name 
the  following  Notice  stood  upon  the 

Paper 

"  To  call  attention  to  the  proeednre  in  this 
House  with  respect  to  Bills  brought  from  the 
House  o£  Peers;  and  to  move  uie  following 
Resolution  : — '  That  all  Bills  hroaght  from  the 
House  of  Peers  he  read  the  first  time  hy  an- 
nouncement from  the  Chur,  and  that  one  dear 
day  at  the  least  interrene  hetweeo  the  first  and 
second  readings  of  such  Bills.  That  this  Ro* 
solution  he  a  Standing  Order  of  t^  House.* " 
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eaid,  there  was,  in  the  procedure  of  the 
Honse^  an  evil  with  regard  to  Bills 
brought  from  the  Lords,  and  that  was 
that  they  were  read  a  first  time  aa  a 
matter  of  course.    A  Bill  might  he 
brought  down  one  erening,  read  a  first 
time,  and  the  very  next  morning  might 
be  down  for  second  reading.    With  re- 
gard to  the  first  part  of  bis  Besolution, 
an  improTement  had  been  made  in  the 
practice,  because  Mr.  Speaker  had  been 
careful  to  announce  from  the  Ohair  Bills 
comiDg  from  the  Lords ;  and,  therefore, 
the  firat  evil  seemed  to  have  been  re- 
medied.  What  he  would  ask,  however, 
was  that,  when  a  Bill  came  down  from 
the  Lords,  Notice  of  that  fact  might  be 
put  upon   the   Papers  distributed  to 
Members  in  the  morning.    The  Prime 
Minister,  who  always  spoke  of  the  ma- 
jority in  that  House  as  a  thing  to  be 
regarded  as  sacred,  was  in  the  habit  of 
characterizing  a  majority  of  the  House 
of  Lorda  as  a  mere  majority  or  a  sheer 
majority.   Although  the  Forms  of  the 
House  would  prevent  him  from  moving 
the  Kesolution  of  which  he  had  given 
Notice,  he  trusted  that,  as  lie  had  on  a 
former  occasion  withdrawn  his  Notice 
on  this  subject  to  facilitate  progress 
being  made  with  the  Franchise  Bill,  the 
Prime  MiniPter  would  give  him  an  aa- 
Burance  that  he  would  give  the  matter 
Lis  favourable  consi-leration. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  beg  to  assure 
the  hon.  and  learoed  Member  that  I 
retain  a  full  recollection  of  his  courtesy 
on  a  former  occasion  in  allowing  us  to 
proceed  with  other  matters,  and  I  hope 
that  a  recollection  of  such  Parliamentary 
goodwill  will  not  easily  be  effaced  from 
my  mind.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  I 
should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  were  to  per- 
mit a  grateful  recollection  of  that  courtesy 
and  of  my  obligation  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  give  a  bias  to  my 
view  of  the  merits  of  any  particular 
question ;  and,  therefore,  I  feel  bound 
to  look  at  his  proposition  in  a  spirit  of 
rigid  imparti^ty,  and  in  the  result  I 
cannot  say  that  I  regard  it  altogether 
with  favour.  In  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion we  must  fall  back  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  men  necessarily  apply  to  a 
great  portion  of  the  transactions  of  this 
ufe,  which  is  not  to  make  an  alteration 
in  an  established  Bide  without  good 
cause  being  shown.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  seeks  to  introduce  an 
exception  into  the  established  proceed- 
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ings  of  this  House,  and  I  must  presame 
that  in  practice  the  Bute  which  he  seeks 
to  alter  has  been  found  convenient ;  and 
neither  my  Colleagues  nor  myself  have 
ever  heard  that  any  inconvenience  has 
arisen  from  the  mode  of  procedure 
adopted  by  this  House  in  reference  to 
Bills  coming  down  to  us  from  the  Home 
of  Lords.     That  mode  of  procedare 
simply  implies  the  existence  of  a  certain 
amount  of  courtesy  between  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  faet 
that  a  measure  has  passed  through  one 
of  the  Houses  of  the  Legislature  afibrds 
a  presumption  favourable  to  a  Bill,  not 
as  regards  its  merits,  but  merely  that  it 
should  receive  an  early  introduction  into 
the  other.    That  is  a  principle  whioh  I 
regard  as  being  reasonable  in  itself;  and 
if  we  were  to  depart  from  it,  it  might 
possibly  follow  that  counter  projects 
"elsewhere"  might  diminish  the  facilities 
which  Bills  coming  from  this  House 
receive  "elsewhere.    The  difference  be- 
tween the  practice  aa  regards  a  Bill 
originally  introduced  into  this  House 
and  a  Bill  coming  down  from  the  House 
of  Lords  is  that  the  latter  Bill  gains  a 
single  day,  in  consequence  of  its  having 
passed  through  the  House  of  Lords  by 
reason  of  no  Notice  of  the  intention  to 
move  for  leave  to  introduce  it  being  re- 
quired.   I  do  not  see  how  any  more 
limited  privilege  can  be  accorded  to  a 
measure  coming  down  to  us  from  the 
House  of  Lords  if  there  is  to  be  any 
privilege  at  all  in  the  matter.    But  then 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  puts 
forward  another  argument  derived  from 
the  half-past  12  o'clock  Bide.    He  says 
that  the  indulgence  accorded  to  Bills 
i  coming  from  the  House  of  Lords  pre- 
vents the  sweeping  application  of  that 
Bule.   Perhaps  I  do  not  take  so  high  a 
view  of  that  Bule  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  does.    I  am  not  a  decided 
opponent  of  it  by  any  means;  but  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seems  to 
idealize  and  to  worship  it,  and  to  be 
desirous  of  elevating  it  into  the  Magna 
Charta  of  Parliament.    He  appears  to 
think  that  it  is  a  principle  of  such  wide 
scope  and  so  consecrated  in  its  character 
that  on  no  account  must  anything  be 
allowed  to  limit  its  application  to  any 
measure  to  which  it  is  capable  of  being 
applied.    I  must  say  that  I  am  not  able 
to  accompany  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  in  his  view  of  the  matter.  The 
amount  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Qeu^ 
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tlfflnan'fl  grieraace  is  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  system  adopted  in  regard 
to  Silla  eomiag  from  the  House  of  Lords, 
the  blooking  of  such  Bills  cannot  be 
made  applicable  to  the  second  reading 
if  the  Bill  goes  forward  d«  dia  in  dtem, 
except  in  the  single  caso  where  the 
MeinbeT  has  not  happened  to  perceive 
the  wmoanoement  of  we  introduction  of 
the  Bill.  I  i^mit  that  very  often  a 
Member  may  not  he  preaant,  or  the 
annonneement  of  the  Bill  may  take 
place,  aa  it  does  sometimes,  at  the  close 
of  the  proceedings,  in  which  case  he 
loses  the  opportunity  of  blocking  Bills 
OQ  the  second  reading.  But  what  does 
that  amount  to  ?  The  hon.  Member 
may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  block  the  Bills  at 
their  Oonunittee  stage  

Mr.  WAHTON  :  That  is  not  enough. 

Mo.  GLADSTONE:  That  exactly 
illustrates  what  I  was  just  saying.  The 
hon.  and  leiumed  Gentleman's  enthusiasm 
on  this  subject  is  weU  calculated  to  in- 
^ire  sympathy ;  but  we  must  be  upon 
OUT  guard  against  the  too  great  indul- 
gence of  that  kind  of  sympathy ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  I  think  that  the  lu>n.  and 
learned  Member  ought  to  reet  content 
with  his  power  of  blocking  these  Bills  at 
tiieir  Oonmiittee  stage,  if  by  chance  the 
fact  of  the  announcement  of  their  intro- 
duction has  escaped  his  Tigilance.  Upon 
these  grounds  I  feel  bound  to  say  that 
I  cannot  concur  in  the  proposal  of  the 
hem.  and  leuned  Member. 

CENXaAL  ASIA  —  EUSSIAIT  ADVANCE. 
OBSKBTATIOHS. 

Mb.  MACFABLANE,  who  had  given 
Xotioe  of  his  intention  to  call  attention 
to  the  advance  of  Buada  in  Oentral  Asia, 
with  the  view  of  muring  a  ReRolution 
to  the  effect  that  the  advance  of  HuBsia 
to  Merr  and  Sarakhs  endangers  the 
safety  of  Herat,  threatens  the  independ- 
ence and  nt»gnij  of  Afghanistan,  and 
is  deaerring  of  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
said,  that  there  Tere.  many  reasons  why 
he  should  not  proceed  with  his  Besolu- 
tion.  In  the  firet  place,  the  House  being 
occupied  with  things  near  at  hand  would 
pay  no  attention  to  matters  which  were 
occurring  at  a  distance.  He  was  not 
one  of  those  who  held  that  the  British 
lion  idiovtld  go  growling  about  the  world, 
waging  its  tau,  and  seeking  matters  of 
quarrel  on  every  side ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he.oovcelTed  that  wbwe  this  coun- 


try really  possessed  interests,  the  BritiiA 
lion  should  let  it  be  generally  known 
that  he  was  prepared  to  defend  them. 
In  the  next  place,  he  believed  that  at 
length  the  Indian  Government  had  be* 
come  alive  to  the  importance  of  this 
question,  and  that  the  policy  of  masterly 
inactivity,  or,  as  he  should  rather  say, 
of  dastardly  inaotirity,  which  th^  had 
followed  with  regard  to  it  had  come  to 
an  end.  As  he  belicTed  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  were  now  aHre  to  the 
importance  of  this  question,  he  should 
be  content  to  leave  it  in  their  hands  until 
next  Session. 

Mb.  J.  K.  GBOSS  said,  that  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  was 
not  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  were  fully  alive  to 
the  importance  of  the  matter  referred  to ; 
and  after  that  assurance  be  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  further  press 
it  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
GUAEDIANB.  NEWKT  UNION  — IL- 
1;BGAL  ACTION  OF  RETUBNINa 
OFFICER.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Mb.  small,  who  had  a  Motion  oa 

the  Paper  in  the  following  terms : — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Uie  action 
of  the  Local  Govetninent  Board  in  Irel&nd  in 
oeglectiiig  to  hold  an  inquiry  into  the  chaigos 
made  againat  the  Retoming  Officer  of  Newry 
Union  is  most  iinastisfiiOtory," 

rose  to  call  attention  to  the  subject.  He 
complained  that  he  and  his  colleague 
were  not  allowed  to  inspect  the  voting 
papers,  which  were  inspected  at  an  ad- 
vanced hour.  The  Eetuming  Officer 
did  not  show  the  smallest  favour  to  him- 
self (Mr.  Small)  or  his  colleagues  at  the 
late  election;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
showed  the  most  unfair  partizanahip 
towards  their  opponents.  They  applied, 
on  the  Slst  March  last,  to  theLocai  Go- 
vernment Board  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
charges  which  they  had  preferred;  but 
notwithstanding  all  their  e£Forts  that  in- 
quiry had  never  yet  been  held,  although 
the  result  of  it  had  been  to  deprive  them 
of  their  seats.  They  had  not  obtained 
the  smallest  satisfaction.  The  entire 
majority  of  the  Board  of  the  Newry 
Union  had  boen  changed  at  the  election ; 
and,  although  they  had  made  charges 
against  the  Returning  Officer,  not  the 
smallest  notice  had  been  taken  of  it. 
They  bad  repeatedly  specified  these 
charges  j  but  aU  their  complaints  ha4 
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been  of  no  aTBil.  The  Bettnning  Officer 
had,  on  the  occasion  of  the  sorutinj  of 
the  votes  in  the  BiTision,  shuwed  the 
most  marked  animne  against  himself  and 
his  colleagues,  and  said  three  days 
before  that  he  knew  what  the  result  of 
the  election  would  be.  He  and  his 
oolleagnes  had  been  told  that  at  the 
scrutiny  of  the  votes  there  had  occurred 
what  was  very  seldom  done  in  the  coun- 
try— namely,  the  counting  in  of  the 
Totes  of  political  friends  and  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  votes  of  those  who  did  not 
happen  to  be  political  iHends.  It  was, 
consideriag  all  these  allegations,  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  wnuld  not  grant  an  in- 
quiry, or  even  send  down  an  Inspector  in 
order  to  investigate  the  matter.  He 
would  not  ask  uie  Obief  Seoretaiy  to 
rejudge  the  matter;  but  be  would  ask 
ini,  as  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Board  in  Ireland,  to  have  an  in- 
quiry granted  into  these  charges. 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  he  bad  read 
the  very  voluminous  Papers  in  this  case, 
and  he  should  say  that  they  appeared 
to  him  to  bear  in  a  very  marked  manner 
on  the  events  of  the  past  few  days.  He 
was  impressed  by  the  reading  of  the 
documents  with  the  enormous  advan- 
tage to  the  publio  at  large  of  the 
propopals  contained  in  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill,  which  was 
unfortunately  rejected  in  *'  another 
place  "  last  night.  He  Was  quite  satis- 
fied that  the  great  abuses,  the  enor- 
mous watte  of  time  of  the  Local  Qv- 
vemment  Board,  and  the  extreme  un- 
certainty of  the  law  relating  to  claims 
to  vote  at  Poor  Law  elections  would  be 
obviated,  and  thoroughly  obviated,  by 
that  Bill.  The  whole  process  of  elec* 
tion  was  in  an  unsatisfactory  state. 
When  the  election  approached,  instead 
of  having  a  register  of  electors,  it  was 
left  to  a  clerk  to  settle  who  should  vote. 
Then  voting  papers  were  left  at  houses 
to  be  filled  up  in  circumstanoes  which 
lent  themselves,  in  a  most  remarkable 
degree,  to  fraud.  It  was  impossible 
that  an  election  could  be  quite  fairly 
conducted  on  such  methods  as  those. 
Then  it  was  not  satisfactory  that  the 
inquiring  into  questions  arising  out  of 
elections  should  rest  with  an  lospector 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  which 
was  not  a  judidal,  but  an  administrative 
body.  He  r^^tted  very  much  indeed, 
thenforOf  that  a  Bill  which  proposed 
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to  establish  an  excellent  tribonld  — 

namely,  the  Oouniy  Court,  to  hear  dis- 
putes arising  out  of  these  elections — a 
tribunal  to  which  no  objection  had  been 
raised  there  or  in  "another  place"— 
had  been  so  summarily  rejected ;  and  he 
foresaw  that,  as  a  result  of  that  rejec- 
tion, they  would  have  to  again  enter 
into  a  -n-ildemess  of  mntual  recrimina- 
tion and  mutual  distrust,  and  go  on 
with  labours  that  were  simply  Hercu- 
lean when  every  election  of  Guardians 
arose.  But,  in  the  present  case,  he  did 
not  think,  on  such  an  examination  of 
the  Papers  as  he  had  been  able  to  miAe, 
l^at  the  charge  of  personed  animus 
against  the  Betoming  Officer  had  been 
nutde  out  That  officer,  so  far  as  he 
could  judge,  was  a  pain&takiBg  man, 
who  had  done  hie  best  in  the  ciroum- 
staneea.  He  was  not,  however,  satisfied 
that  the  question  of  the  retam  of  the 
Guardians  had  been  satisfloctorily  ascer- 
tained. He  was  much  struck  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  contest,  and  the  nar- 
row margin  of  majority  by  which  it  was 
decided.  On  the  whole,  he  had  oome 
to  the  conclusion  that  an  inquiry  from 
head-quartere  ought  to  be  instituted  into 
the  conduct  of  the  election,  although  he 
could  not  then  specify  what  would  be 
the  exact  character  of  the  inquiry.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  no  personal 
charges  would  be  brought  forward,  un- 
less really  substantial  grounda  for  suoh 
charges  could  be  furnished.  The  per- 
sonal charges,  in  this  instance,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  somewhat  iVivolons  in  their 
nature.  ["Oh!"]  He  was  of  that 
opinion  after  having  carefully  read  the 
Papers.  He  shoidd  communicate  with 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  order 
to  eee  what  course  should  be  taken. 
Poor  Law  inquiries  were  not  so  easy  as 
the  hon.  Member  seemed  to  think,  and 
the  Inspectors  at  present  had  their  time 
fully  occupied. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  said,  he  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  particular  case  in 
question ;  but  so  m/tny  complaints  were 
made  of  a  similar  ohoraoter,  that  it 
seemed  evident  that  the  present  system 
required  amendment.  The  election  of 
Mr.  Farrell,  of  Edenderry  Union,  had 
been  condueted  in  an  equally  nnsaiis- 
factory  manner.  Totes  bad  been  re- 
ceived from  persons  on  a  propeif7<[aaIi- 
fioatiott  who  had  really  possessed  no 
property  in  the  neighbourhood.  If  the 
Ohief  Secretary  admitted  J^hut  iaiostica 
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exited,  it  was  his  duty  to  see  that  jaa- 
tice  was  doue.  Was  he  prepared  to  use 
the  powers  invested  in  hun  ? 

Mb.  O'SULLIVAN  said,  he  hoped 
that  some  Inspector  of  experience  would 
he  sent  down  to  Newry  to  hold  the  io- 
quiry,  as  questions  ol  great  difficulty 
-would  arise,  and  that  there  would  be 
DO  delay  in  dealing  with  the  matter. 

Ufu  WILLIAM  BEDMOND  said, 
that  many  ratepayers  were  dmirired  of 
the  right  of  voting  at  Poor  Law  elec- 
titms  simply  because  they  were  not  at 
home  at  the  time  the  policeman  called 
with  the  papers.  He  had  received  a 
letter  on  this  matter  irom  the  County 
Carlow,  where  it  appeared  that  persons, 
who  had  not  received  voting  papers  on 
the  days  appointed  for  distributing 
them,  applied  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union 
for  them,  but  were  told  that  the  police 
of  the  district  had  already  sent  papers 
to  all  voters.  It  afterwards  turned  out 
that  the  police  had  called  at  the  houses, 
bat  that,  not  finding  anyone  there,  they 
brought  back  the  papers,  so  that  some 
of  these  persons  had  no  opportunity  of 
voting. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
TUBBBBOUBBT  PRISONEBS. 
OBSERVATIONS. 

Mb.  sexton,  who  had  given  Notice 
that  he  would  call  attention  to  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Crown  in  the  case  of 
the  Tubbaroarry  prisoners;  and  to 
move — 

* '  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tbia  House,  the  prac- 
tices growing  ia  Irelaod,  of  delaying  magisterial 
action  in  cnminul  cases  by  repented  remands, 
and  of  postponiDg,  by  adjournment  of  trials,  the 
right  of  the  accased  to  have  his  case  decided  by 
a  jury,  are  oaoonstitQiiraial,  and  prejudicial  to 
the  iutereets  of  joatice,  and  therefore  ooght  to 
be  diacontiaued," 

aaid,  he  had  grievoui  ground  of  otnnplaint 
af^daA  the  Legal  Officers  of  the  Orown. 
Several  mmths  had  passed  away  unoe 
those  U  men,  who  were  connected  with 
Uie  oouDty  he  had  Uie  honour  to  repre- 
sent, were  aireeted  by  the  pdice  and 
thrown  into  prison.  They  were  all  per- 
so«s  of  respectability.  The  gravity  of 
the  chaiges  against  them  —  treason- 
fdony  and  oonspiraoy  to  murder — made 
it  the  more  important  that  they  should 
|«  epoedHy  brought  to  trial.  What 
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course  did  the  police  pursue?  They 
began,  and  continued  from  week  to 
week,  an  unooufititutional  system  of 
private  remands  in  gaol ;  and  when  at< 
tention  was  called  by  him  in  that  House 
to  that  proceeding,  they  resorted  to  a 
system  of  eight-day  remands  in  public, 
doling  out  the  evidence  on  each  occasion 
in  driblets.  It  appeared  quite  plain  that 
the  Crown  was  acting  not  so  much 
from  a  sense  that  they  had  evidence 
in  their  possesBton  to  entitle  them  to 
get  a  committal,  as  from  a  hope  that 
obance  droumstances  would  enable  them 
to  eke  out  their  case.  A  promise  was 
at  length  made  on  behalf  of  the  Crown 
that  these  men  should  be  tried  at  the 
next  ensuing  SHgo  Assizes.  That  pro- 
mise was  not  fulfilled,  and  he  was  in- 
formed the  other  day  by  the  Solicitor 
General  that  an  application  was  made 
by  the  Crown  to  postpone  the  trial,  and 
that  it  was  granted.  In  the  report  of 
what  took  place,  he  found  it  stated  that 
a  circular,  appealing  for  funds  in  aid  of 
the  defence  of  the  prisoners,  had  been 
distributed  in  the  County  of  SHgo,  and 
that  the  document  was  calculated  to  in- 
terfere with  the  fairness  of  the  trial. 
He  quite  admitted  that  the  circular  in- 
dicated a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of 
those  who  sent  it  out ;  but  he  desired  to 
point  out  that  it  was  dated  the  IGth  of 
June,  and  that  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  might  have  used  the  power  he 
had  of  changing  the  venue  some  weeks 
before  the  date  fixed  for  the  Sligo  As- 
sizes. The  application  to  postpone  the 
trial  was  not  made  until  the  last  moment, 
and  the  result  was  that  some  of  the  men 
had  to  be  detained  in  prison  for  a  fur- 
ther period.  He  had  to-day  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  these  unfortunate 
men,  who  was  a  Poor  Law  Guardian, 
and  occupied  a  respectable  position  in 
Tubberourry.  He  had  now  been  in 
prison  four  months,  separated  from  his 
family,  his  business  ruined,  his  health 
impaired.  Writing  from  prieon  on  the 
23rd  ioatan^  he  said — 

"I  have  seen  the  Solicitor  General's  reply  to 
your  question.  The  appeal  he  referred  to  ap- 
peared immediatt-Iy  after  we  were  sent  for  tnal 
seven  weeks  ago,  and  we  never  heard  a  word 
about  it  interfering  with  our  trial  antU  we  were 
pat  into  the  dock  last  Saturday.  Waa  there  not 
time  enough  during  theae  seven  weeks  to  have 
the  venue  changed  f  Bat  was  it  not  one  of 
those  flimsy  excuses  the  Crown  rtmott  to  in  oasM 
like  thia  ?  I  believe  they  are  ashamed  to  l)rin|f 
oa  to  trial  «i  the  evidenoe."  t 
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Three  of  tbo  prisonera  were  charged 
with  treaBon-felony  and  coDspiracy  to 
murder;  bat,  notwithstanding  that  Beri- 
0118  charge,  they  were  admitted  to  bail 
in  the  sum  of  £25  each.    That  fact,  in 
his  opinion,  showed  the  real  character 
of  the  case,  and  indicated  that  the  Crown 
had  no  hope  of  obtaining  a  conviction. 
The  men  were  anxious  to  be  brought  to 
trial,  and  they  were  conOdent  that  they 
would  be  able  to  prove  their  innocence. 
The  general  opinion  in  Sligo  was  that 
the  informer  in  this  case  was  a  person 
of  snch  a  character  that  it  would  be  an 
injustice  to  keep  a  dog  one  hour  in  a 
kennel  upon  his  oath.   It  was  neither 
reasonable  nor  constitutional  to  arrest 
men,  and  then  find  a  reason  for  keeping 
them  in  prison.   No  man  ought  to  be 
arrested  without  reasonable  evidence 
having  beenobtained  beforehand  against 
him.    He  protested  {gainst  the  system 
under  which  these  men  were  kept  in 
prison  for  months   together  without 
being  brought  to  trial.    This  whole 
system  was  a  scandal.   There  was  no- 
thing in  the  present  condition  of  Ireland 
to  justify  it.  The  country  was  now  peace- 
able andlaw-abiding,  and  this  sinister  and 
vindictive  method  of  prosecution  ought 
to  be  abandoned  by  the  Government. 
As  Bepresentative  o£  the  county  to  which 
these  prisoners  belonged,  ha  deemed  it 
his  duty  solemnly  to  call  upon  the  Soli- 
citor General  to  place  these  men  in  the 
dock  without  delay,  and  to  prodaoe  his 
evidence  against  them. 

Thb  80LICIT0E  GENERAL  for 
IHELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  he  ex- 
tremely regretted  that  the  Tubbercucry 
prisoners  were  not  tried  at  the  last  Sligo 
Assizes.  When  they  were  first  brought 
before  the  magistrates,  he  himself  gave 
directions  that  there  should  be  as  few 
remands  as  possible.  In  a  case  of  this 
kind,  however,  it  was  obvious  that  there 
ehonld  be  remands  from  time  to  time, 
and  it  was  considered  desirable  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  should  be  pro- 
duced before  the  prisoners  were  com- 
mitted for  trial.  The  men  were  changed 
with  conspiring  to  murder  an  offioiarof 
Tubbercurry  Workhouse,  and  also  with 
treason-felony.  Ha  would  not  comment 
upon  the  ease  beyond  saying  tiiat  the 
charge  was  a  very  serious  one,  and  that 
there  was  primd  facie  evidence  against 
the  12  men  in  question.  It  was  the 
desire  of  the  Crown  that  the  {nisoners 
should  be  tried  at  the  Sligo  Assises,  and 

Mr.  StxtoH 


the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  went 
down  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the 
prosecution.  A  document,  however,  had 
been  circulated,  dated  the  16th  of  June, 
among  the  special  jurors  who  were  to 
try  the  men,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Attorney  General  was  right  in  the 
conclusion  at  which  he  arrived — namely, 
that  that  document  would  affect  the 
fairness  of  the  trial.  The  document  said 
that  the  only  crime  of  the  accused  men 
was  undying  attachment  to  their  coun- 
try, that  their  liberty  had  been  bar- 
tered sway  for  Inere ;  and  it  oontained  the 
strongest  reflections  upon  their  accusers. 
The  l)istriot  Inspector  made  an  afK- 
davit  that  that  document  had  been  widely 
circulated  among  the  class  of  speaal 
jurors,  some  of  whom  would  have  to  try 
the  case,  and  that  a  widespread  feeling 
existed  among  them  that  their  lives 
would  not  be  safe  if  they  were  to  con- 
vict.   Therefore,  an  application  was 
made,  but  with  the  greatest  reluctance, 
for  the  postponement  of  the  trial,  and 
the  learned  Judge  consented  to  post- 
pone it.    The  hon.  Member  said  that 
three  of  the  prisoners  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  bail.    That  was  because  the 
Attorney  General,  as  the  trial  was  to  be 
postponed,  out  of  a  kindly  feeling,  con- 
sented that  they  should  be  allowed  out 
on  bail.     [Mr.  Seztoh:  £25  bail.] 
Surely  the  hon.  Gentleman  oould  not 
complain  that  the  bail  was  so  small. 
He  was  informed  that  the  Attorney 
General  would  eonsider  whetiier  he  could 
not  let  out  more.   It  was  never  intended 
that  the  prisoners  should  remain  in  gaol 
until  the   March   Assizes.    The  trial 
would  take  place  about  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, so  that  they  would  be  left  in  gaol 
only  for  two  months  more. 

Mr.  PARNELL  said,  that  he  had 
read  the  proceedings,  aud  he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  learned  Judge  should 
have  agreed  to  the  pos^nemmt  of  the 
trial  on  so  flimsy  a  pretext.  The  dronlar 
was  not  issued  by  ue  prisoners ;  it  was 
an  appeal  to  raise  a  fair  trial  fund ;  and 
it  furnished  no  grounds  whatever  for 
depriving  the  men  of  their  right  to  be 
tried  in  their  own  district  by  peofda 
among  whom  they  had  spent  Uieir  lives, 
and  by  whom  the  informers  also  were 
well  known — probably  too  well  known 
in  the  opinitm  of  the  Crown  officials. 
The  issue  of  the  circular  was  no  reason 
why  the  men  should  be  tak«i  off  to 
Dublin,  far  from  their  own,  .residencesf 
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to  be  tried  by  jurors  prejudiced  by  ap- 

1>eal8  daily  made  to  them  by  the  Eog- 
iah  Press  to  convict  and  '  hang  those 
yrh.0  eame  before  them.  If  there  was 
intimidation  involved  in  the  issue  of  the 
circular  it  was  not  withia  the  control  of 
the  prisoners  in  any  respect  whatever. 
Why  was  not  Mr.  Devine,  who  put  his 
name  to  it,  proceeded  against  under  the 
Intimidation  Clauses  of  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act}  or  why  was  he  not  punished 
by  the  Judge,  with  the  enormous  powers 
he  possessod,  for  contempt  of  Court  ?  In- 
stead of  that  the  cause  of  the  prisoners 
was  prejudired  and  their  prospects  im- 
perilled. He  had  taken  a  special  inte- 
rest in  this  case  A?om  the  beginning, 
particularly  in  connection  with  the  arrest 
of  one  of  bis  constituents — Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald— whom  he  had  known  for  years. 
Ho  (Mr.  Pamell)  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  a  "fishing"  prosecu- 
tion. All  the  proceedings  had  been  dic- 
tated by  a  desire  to  get  further  evidence, 
which,  in  all  probability,  did  not  exist  in 
a  case  which  was  bound  to  break  down  in 
present  circumstances.  Hie  Prime  ^Uls- 
ter, wben  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act 
was  passing,  promised  that  no  proceed- 
ings should  be  taken  against  persons  on 
■tale  charges  of  treason-felony,  and  it 
was  upon  that  condition  that  the  Irish 
Members  modiSed  their  opposition  to 
the  clause.'t.  But  after  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  been  forcibly  driven  from  the 
House,  other  and  different  clauses  were 
brought  forward.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had 
been  arrested,  and  would  be  tried  upon 
as  stale  a  charge  of  treason-felony  as 
ever  entered  the  head  of  an  Attorney  or 
a  Solicitor  General.  He  protested  against 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  this 
case,  which  was  bringing  law  and  order 
into  contempt.  In  the  district  of  Tub- 
bercnrry  crime  had  ceased ;  it  had  ceased 
in  SKgo,  and  nearly  all  throngh  the 
ooontry.  He  would  ask  the  Chief  8e- 
cretuy  whaler  it  was  desirable  to  go 
on  in  such  circumstances  with  a  case 
against  respectable  men  on  the  testi- 
mony of  the  most  abandoned  informers 
that  could  be  collected  throughout  the 
country  ?  The  district  was  now,  and  bad 
been  for  some  time  past,  perfectly  safe ; 
but  those  people  were  bandied  about 
from  place  to  place  and  from  week  to 
week,  and  their  trial  delayed.  Nothing 
could  be  more  injudicious  and  foolish 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  than  the 
T^)on>oiu  vay  in  whioh  priaonCTS  were 


persecuted,  and  he  hoped  they  might 
hear  that  the  Chief  Secretary  would  con- 
sider the  whole  question  of  bail.  Per- 
sons having  a  stake  in  the  country  ought 
clearly  to  be  allowed  out  on  bail,  so  that 
they  might  return  to  their  avocations 
and  to  Uiat  breadwinning  which  their 
families  stood  so  much  in  need  of. 

Mb.  HABBINGTON  oaUed  attention 
to  the  conviction  of  the  policeman  Mul- 
downey,  and  pointed  out  the  fact  that 
the  policemen  present  in  Court  all  de- 
clared him  innocent.  Equally,  in  his 
opinion,  had  other  innocent  people  been 
convicted  and  hanged  in  Ireland.  In  no 
other  country  in  the  world,  he  believed, 
would  a  case  be  trumped  up  on  the  evi- 
dence of  a  man  who  had,  first  of  all,  got 
seven  years*  penal  servitude  for  high- 
way robbery,  then  12  years'  penal  ser- 
vitude for  an  attempt  upon  the  life  of 
Mr.  Justice  Lawson  in  the  streets  of 
Dublin,  and  then  penal  servitude  for 
life  for  complicity  in  the  Phoenix 
Park  murders.  Great  injustice  was  also 
done  by  the  Irish  authorities  by  delaying 
the  trial  of  prisoners.  They  were  thns 
prevented  from  proving  their  innocence, 
because  their  witnesses  often  left  the 
country  and  could  not  be  called  when 
their  trial  at  length  was  called  on. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  was  astonished 
at  the  action  of  the  Government  in  these 
trials.  It  had  been  stated  in  the  House 
that  they  had  no  intention  of  postponing 
them  to  any  subsequent  Assizes ;  and 
what  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  any 
assurance  of  the  Government  or  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  after  this  pledge  had 
been  broken  ?  They  were  to  be  kept  in 
gaol  seven  months  longer.  He  thought 
that  no  better  training  could  be  had  for 
a  Solicitor  General  or  a  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  than  a  few  months  in  gaol, 
and  a  little  oakum  picking,  in  order  that 
they  mightrealizswhatunfbrtunate  pri- 
soners had  to  endure  through  their  neg- 
lect. He  wondered  how  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary would  like  having  to  spend  the 
next  three  months  in  a  coll  8  feet  by  5  feet 
in  extent.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
if  he  had  a  little  experience  of  that  kind 
he  would  have  more  commiseration  for 
unfortunate  prisoners  remanded  irom 
week  to  week  and  month  to  month  at 
the  quibble  of  some  lawyer,  and  in  spite 
of  Constitutional  practice.  Now,  they 
were  to  be  transferred  to  Dublin,  in 
order  to  be  tried  by  grand  jurors  of  the 
class  of  the  gentleffien  now  in  T~" 
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ham  awaiting  trialfor  nnnatnTaloffenoM. 
The  OrowD  would  have  no  diffloolty  in  a 
county  where  there  were  at  least  100 

magistrates  like  Sligo  in  paokiog  a  jui^ 
of  12  men  and  true,  excluding  every 
Gatholio,  or  even  fair-minded  Protestant. 
No  Gatholio  prisoner  against  whom  the 
Grown  had  any  animus  had  a  chance  of 
getting  off.  "Wliat  was  the  pretence  for 
postponing  the  trial  untU  October  ? 
Plenty  of  other  Aasizes  were  going  on  in 
the  country.  Why  mtist  dovernment 
rely  upon  the  tainted  jurors  of  the 
City  of  Dublin?  "Were  they  to  be  told 
that  there  was  no  body  of  men  to  be 
trusted  except  the  corruptjurore  of  Dub- 
lin, against  some  of  whom  the  Govern- 
ment bad  been  obliged  to  bring  most 
frightful  charges?  This  continual  re- 
liance upon  the  City  of  Dublin  bore,  to 
his  (Mr.  Healy's)  mind,  a  very  extraordi- 
nary complexion.  The  Freemasons  met 
in  their  offices  in  Dublin,  and  decided 
who  should  be  acquitted  and  who  should 
be  hanged.  James  Ellis  French  had 
been  made  Prime  Mason  on  the  very 
day  that  the  charge  was  brought  against 
him  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  orga- 
nization of  Freemasonry,  as  it  existed 
in  Ireland,  was  imbued  with  political 
Tiras,  and  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  order  of  English  Freemasoory.  Were 
Irishmen  to  be  subjected  to  indictments 
Bworn,  for  anything  they  knew,  in  these 
secret  Lodgea  on  the  night  before  a 
trial  ?  That  secret  body  controlled  rer- 
dioto.  Delaney  had  been  arraigned  for 
attacking  Judge  Lawson  and  for  other 
serious  offences,  and  yet  there  was  no 
objection  to  his  being  brought  forward 
as  a  Qovemment  witness ;  and  one  would 
have  thought  that  a  living  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  have  hesitated  before  making 
use  of  man  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown  who  had  been  convicted  of  the 
murder  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Predecessor.  In  no  other  country  in  the 
world  had  there  been  an  instance  in 
which  a  Government  had  availed  them- 
selves of  such  testimony.  By  a  careful 
process  of  picking  and  choosing  the  Go- 
vernment might  succeed  in  getting  12 
men  of  a  class  who  would  believe  any 
•tory  which  the  Grown  might  choose  to 
tell  them.  But  the  children  and  friends 
of  the  men  whom  the  Government  un- 
justly hanged  and  imprisoned  would  yet 
constitute  a  form  of  danger  to  the  Go- 
vemment  of  Ireland  and  to  the  peace 


and  order  of  the  country.  He  (Mr. 
Healy)  did  not  say  he  approved  of  it  ; 
but  retaliation  would  assuredly  come, 
and  would  throw  the  country  into  tur- 
moil and  disorder.  The  GorerDment 
were  doing  their  best  to  bring  about 
that  state  of  things.  A  trial  was  to  take 
place  in  Belfast  on  Monday.  The  plain- 
tiff was  Mr.  George  Bolton.  Evidence 
was  requisite,  and  that  very  day  he  under- 
stood the  Government  bad  again  placed 
themselves  in  partizanship  with  man  of 
Bolton's  class.  He  had  here  a  telegram 
detailing  how  the  solicitor  and  detective 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mal- 
low (Mr.  O'Brien)  had  been  to-day  ar- 
rested in  Dublin.  He  should  read  the 
telegram  to  the  House,  and  ask  why  the 
Government  lent  their  policemen  to 
Bolton  any  more  than  to  French  ? 
["  Question ! "]  If  that  ignorant  Gen- 
tleman on  the  Ministerial  side  imder- 
stood  his  business  he  would  perceive 
that  the  Question  was  that  the  SpeaJcer 
do  leave  the  Chair.  He  trusted  he  should 
be  free  from  interruptions  for  the  re- 
mainder of  bis  address.  He  had  here  a 
telegram  from  Mr.  Chance  with  regard 
to  his  arrest,  and  if  the  Government 
spared  him  from  the  interruptions  of 
their  ardent  supporten  he  would  read 
it— 

"  Meiklejohn  and  I  went  to  eee  Alice  Carroll, 
a  witoess  re  Bolton,  to-day.  While  tallung  to 
hot  mother,  Conetablos  79  D  and  149  D  entered, 
and  reqaested  us  to  go  to  the  station  (a  polite 
way  of  saying  '  We  arrest  yon  ').  I  asked 
npon  what  omrge.  Oonstable  79  D  replied 
being  there  for  imlawful  purposes  (exactly  the 
charge  made  hy  Bead  Constables  Cottingham 
and  Xrwio  against  Meiklejohn  in  regard  to 
French).  The  constahle  said,  '  I  mnat  teke  vou 
into  custody.'  This  they  did.  Both  conaialileB 
refused  to  make  any  charge.  Alice  Caxroll  an& 
her  mother  were  aaked  l>7ths  police  to  make  a 
charge.  They  refused,  we  were  brought  to 
the  North  Circular  Road  Station,  and  interro- 
gated, I  reqaired  th«  charge  to  be  be  entered. 
Both  conatahles  refused  to  m^ce  anv.  No 
warrant  was  shows  or  produced.  This  dwrivcB 
us  of  important  evidence  against  Bolton." 

Now,  when  the  Government,  which  had 
not  hesitated  to  enlist  its  detectives  on 
behalf  of  French,  were  likewise  throw- 
ing its  aegis  over  Bolton,  the  chaste  and 
virtuous,  he  wanted  to  know  what  gua- 
rantee was  there  for  fair  play  or  law  and 
order  in  Ireland  ?  They  had  got  two  of 
their  police  constables  to  obstruct  the 
solicitor  for  Mr.  William  O'Brien,  and  to 
prevent  him  getting  evidence  against 
one  of  the  Crown  prosecutors.  Was 
such  a  thing  ever  hew^  of  before? 
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What  did  EngliBh  Members  say  to  that  ? 
They  were  told  there  was  trumped-up 
evidence  in  the  case  of  French.  The 
Government  were  nowrelying  upon  that 
**  trumped-up  evidence."  It  was  upon 
"  trumped-up  evidence "  that  the  re- 
porters were  being  excluded  from  the 
Felice  Court  in  Dublin,  because,  he  pre- 
sumed, French  wanted  to  "round"  upon 
Colonel  HiUiet  and  other  high  officials ; 
jet  the  GDverument  to-day  had  sent  two 
constables  to  arrest  If  r.  Chance  and  Mr. 
Meiklejobn  because  they  were  getting 
up  evidence  against  Bolton.  Matters 
were  coming  to  a  serious  pass  in  Ireland. 
They  had  the  Government,  on  one  hand, 
changing  venues  and  arresting  innocent 
men,  delaying  trials  for  months,  and 
visiting  prisoners  in  their  cells ;  and, 
upon  the  other  hand,  nsing  the  same 
machinery  to  shield  Bolton,  the  swindler 
and  forger,  whom  they  persisted  in  teep- 
ingintheiremployment.  Whatwerethey 
to  think  of  such  a  Government  ?  They 
said  they  were  anxious  to  convict  crimi- 
nals. If  so,  why  would  they  not  put 
Bolton  on  his  trial?  And,  above  all, 
why  did  they  use  Government  machinery 
to  obstruct  the  obtaining  of  evidence 
against  them  ?  There  never  was  a  more 
flagrant  instance  of  the  use  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  Dublin  Castle  than  these 
arrests  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
Tentingjustice  being  done  in  the  Bolton 
case.  iVhatever  the  verdict  in  this  case 
now,  it  would  go  forth  to  the  world  that 
the  Constabulary  of  Dublin,  under  the 
advice  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  had  been 
employed  to  prevent  witnesses  being 
faiought  forwud.  When  they  found 
the  circumstances  ho  had  mentioned, 
th^  were  entitled  to  say  that  this  thing 
in  Ireland  which  was  called  the  Govern- 
ment was  simply  a  prostitution,  which 
was  not  entitled  to  any  respect  £rom  any 
honest  man,  but  which  ought  to  bo 
covered  with  scorn  and  shame  by  every 
man  who  had  the  interest  of  his  country 
and  bis  race  at  heart. 

Mb.  TRBVELTAN  :  I  can  only  speak 
now  b^  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  I 
rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  before  stating 
that  what  has  been  done  in  Dublin 
to-day  was  done  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  ought  to  have  asked 
sie  whether  that  was  so  ? 

Mk.  HEALT  :  What  I  said  was  this. 
After  what  occurred  in  French's  case, 
after  Gottingham  and  Irwin  bad  been 


used  by  the  Gk)vomment  on  behalf  of 
French  to  prevent  the  witnesses  of  Mr. 
O'Brien  coming  forward,  I  did  not  be- 
lieve that  these  constables  would  have 
acted  except  at  the  direct  instigation  of 
high  officials  of  whom  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary is  the  Head. 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN  :  I  will  not  dis- 
pute the  words  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  bon.  Member  bas  left  the  impres- 
sion upon  the  House  that  be  beheved 
this  was  done  by  my  orders.  I  know 
nothing  about  it.  I  was  not  aware 
whether  Mr.  Chance  and  Mr.  Mcikle- 
j  ohn  were  in  Dublin  or  Belfast,  or  where 
they  were,  or  what  connection  with  this 
oase  they  had.  I  do  not  enter  into  these 
minute  points  in  legal  cases.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  the  business  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  of  Ireland  to  do  so,  as  it  is  not 
of  the  Home  Secretary  in  this  country. 
If  the  police  have  exceeded  their  duty, 
I  will  ascertain  that  after  due  uiquiiyi 
and  I  will  see  that  proper  means  are 
taken  that  they  shall  not  do  so  again. 
I  will  look  into  the  case,  and  do  what  is 
just  and  right  in  the  matter.  If  the 
story  turns  out  to  be  incorrect,  of  course, 
there  will  be  an  end  of  the  oase.  I  have 
no  further  observation  to  make,  except 
this — that  I  agree  generally  with  the 
views  put  forward  by  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  ;  and  I  would  remind  the  hon. 
Member  who  introduced  this  discussion 
of  his  assurance  that  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral was  considering  at  this  moment  whe- 
ther two  more  of  the  Tubbercurry  pri- 
soners could  not  be  let  out  on  bail. 

Mb.  DEASY  remarked,  that  when  the 
Government  arrested  these  men  they 
had  no  idea  of  the  charge  they  were 
about  to  bring  against  them,  but  trusted 
entirely  to  chance.  The  witnesses  against 
them  were  of  the  lowest  class ;  and  no 
credence  ought  to  be  given  to  their  evi- 
dence as  against  that  of  respectable  per- 
sona. Hehoped  these  men  would  either  be 
unconditionally  released,  or  be  brought 
to  trial  at  once.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  one  of 
the  men  charged,  happened  to  be  one  of 
his  constituents ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that  the  Government  only  arrested  him 
because  he  was  a  troublesome  person 
whom  they  were  determined  to  get  rid 
of  at  any  cost. 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  tiie  Obflir,"  pn^  and 
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SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — emmdend  in  Committee. 

(In  tlie  Committee.) 

Clabs  ni. — ^Law  and  Justice. 

(1.)  £134,957,  to  complete  tlie  sum 
for  Beformatory  and  Industrial  Schools, 
Great  Britain. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  If  embers  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and 
40  Uembers  being  found  present, 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  the  law  as  it  now 
stood  provided  that  no  child  should  be 
sent  to  a  reformatory  school  unless  it 
had  beenpreviously  convicted  bj  mf^s- 
trates.  He  believed  he  was  correct  in 
saying  or  supposing  that  there  was  some 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Gorem- 
meat  in  favour  of  a  change  of  the  law 
in  this  respect.  He  (Ur.  Warton)  be- 
lieved there  was  a  general  feelint;;  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  change  in  the 
law ;  that  there  ought  to  bu  some  re- 
formatory or  other  to  which  children 
could  be  sent  who  had  not  proper  homes, 
and  who  had  not  become  criminals  in 
the  strict  sense  of  the  word. 

Mb.  HIBBERT  said,  be  quite  agreed 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  AVarton)  that  it  was  very 
desirable  that  a  child  could  be  sent  to  a 
reformatory  without  first  of  all  being 
sent  to  prison.  He  was,  however,  not 
aware  that  there  was  any  proposal  now 
before  the  House  to  obviate  that,  though 
it  was  very  desirable  such  a  propoMl 
should  be  made.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
when  the  Beport  of  the  Commissioners 
who  sat  upon  industrial  and  reformatory 
schools  was  being  considored,  this  ques- 
tion would  be  considered  along  with 
others. 

Me.  RANKIN  asked  whether,  under 
the  Industrial  Schools  Act,  it  would  be 
posiiible  to  make  grants  to  those  schools 
which  had  been  formed  for  the  sake  of 
taking  in  children  of  the  same  class  and 
character  which  supplied  the  present  in- 
dustrial schools,  but  destined  to  train 
children  for  emigration  to  the  Colonies  ? 
He  thought  that  the  makingof  grants  to 
those  schools  would  bo  one  of  the  most 
useful  ways  in  which  money  could  be 
spent ;  and,  on  the  whole,  it  would  be  a 
moat  economical  way.  He  knew  that 
what  he  sn^ested  would  meet  with  the 
approval  of  1^  0<donial  agents  and  other 
peiBoiu  Gonneoted  with  the  OoZmiies. 


He  would  be  glad  to  know  whether,  if 
the  Government  thought  it  was  not 
possible  to  make  the  grants  nndear  the 
present  Act,  they  would  consider  the 
advisability  of  making  some  alterafaon 
in  the  law  by  which  grants  oould  be 
made? 

Mr.  HIBBERT  said,  that  under  the 
present  law  it  was  not  possible  to  make 
grants  to  the  schools  established  for  the 
purpose  the  hon.  Gentleman(Mr.Rartkin) 
had  indicated.  It  was  no  doubt  a  very 
desirable  object,  and  might  be  con- 
sidered when  a  reconsideration  of  Uie 
subject  took  place.  He  would  take  care 
the  matter  was  considered  by  the  Honw 
Office  during  the  Recess. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  same  system  with 
regard  to  industrial  schools  prevailed  in 
England  as  they  had  to  complain  of 
in  Ireland.  The  system  was  practi- 
cally this — ^that  before  a  child  could  go 
to  an  industrial  school  he  must  place 
himself  in  the  position  of  a  criminal ; 
before  a  child  could  be  got  into  an  in- 
dustrial school  in  Ireland  it  must  first 
be  proved  before  a  magistrate  that  he 
had  been  seen  begging,  for  instance. 
The  system  was  abused  to  such  an  extent 
that  a  child  was  very  often  sent  into  the 
streets  to  beg  by  those  who  were  in- 
terested in  his  removal  to  an  industrial 
school. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Baikes)  called 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
the  fact  that  Ireland  was  not  included  in 
this  Vote. 

Mb.  HAKBINGTON  said,  he  had  no 
desire  to  discuss  the  oust<mi  in  Ireland ; 
but  simply  wished  to  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Hibbert)  if  the  system  in 
this  country  was  the  same  as  that  in 
Ireland  ?  If  it  was  he  intoided  to  move 
for  its  abolition. 

Mb.  HIBBERT  said,  the  system  was 
very  much  the  same  in  England  as  in 
Ireland.  It  was  not  necessary  that  in 
all  oases  a  child  should  be  sent  on  the 
streets  to  beg  before  it  could  be  sent  to 
an  industrial  school.  There  were  many 
reasons  why  a  child  should  be  sent  to  an 
industrial  school,  and  no  doubt  one  of 
the  reasons  was  that  it  should  be  found 
begging  in  the  streets.  That  was  one 
way  of  getting  a  child  out  of  the  hands 
of  ^larenta  who  did  not  behave  properly 
to  It  There  were  many  instiuuies  in 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  o{ 
the  parents,  it  waa  to  the  inteteat  of 
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diildnn  that  they  should  be  sent  to  some 
industrial  school. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  was 
not  ]re£nrring  to  the  ease  of  children 
whom  it  was  necessary  to  take  away 
dErom  the  charge  of  negligent  parents; 
but  he  was  referring  to  cases  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  where  children  had  no 
parents  or  guardians  able  to  provide 
for  them.  He  had  known  the  magis- 
trates  refuse  to  admit  orphan  children 
to  industrial  schools  until  they  had  been 
found  begging  in  the  streets.  He  re- 
garded that  as  a  great  grievance,  and 
one  vhich  required  a  remedy.  Possibly 
law  was  a  desirable  one  where  it 
became  necessary  to  take  children  out 
of  the  chaise  of  negligent  parents ;  but, 
in  the  case  of  Cohans,  it  was  really 
leading  ehildren  into  hypocrisy  at  the 
Teiy  eommencement  of  life,  to  send  them 
into  tiie  streets  to  beg  in  order  that  they 
might,  therefore,  be  sent  to  an  industrial 
school.  Surely  such  children  might  be 
admitted  without  their  lirst  of  all  oom- 
mitting  some  criminal  act. 

Mr.  HIBBERX  assured  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (ilr.  Harrington)  the  subject 
ahonld  be  fully  considered. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £19,772,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Broadmoor  Oriminal  Lunatic 
Asylum. 

Hs.  WARXON  said,  he  had  a  qoes- 
tion  to  ask  which  seemed  to  him  to  be 
one  of  considerable  importance.  There 
was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
patients  provided  for  this  year— namely, 
550  against  515  last  year.  The  increase 
was  thus  very  nearly  7  per  cent.  He 
would  like  to  know  to  what  cause  the 
increase  was  to  be  attributed?  They 
were  told  that,  upon  the  whole,  crime 
was  on  the  decrease  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
was  well  they  should  be  told  whether 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  criminal 
lunatics  arose  from  any  increasing  ten- 
dency on  the  part  of  the  Judges  and 
others  to  agree  with  what  might  be 
called  the  medical,  rather  than  the  legal, 
thaoiy  of  insanity.  Thwe  was  no  dis- 
guising the  fact  that  lawyers  and  doctors 
had  been  at  variance  with  regard  to  the 
theory  of  insanity.  It  was  quite  pos- 
siUe  that  a  man  might  know  wat  what 
hf  did  was  wrong,  and  yet  not  be 
manSkf  nspraoible  list  his  actions. 
The  only  other  question  he  had  to  ask 
vaa,  whether  it  was  expected  that  any 


difference  would  be  made  in  the  expenses 
of  the  Broadmoor  Asylum  owing  to  the 
operation  of  any  Bill  which  might  now 
be  before  the  House,  and  which  had 
been  introduced  in  consequence  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  that 
investigated  this  subject? 

Mit.  HIBBEBT  said,  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  patients  at  Broadmoor 
arose  very  much  from  the  fact  that  no 
criminal  lunatics  were  now  sent  to  licensed 
houses;  and  he  thought  the  Committee 
would  agree  that  it  was  very  desirable 
no  more  criminal  lunatics  should  be  sent 
to  houses  of  that  (^utraoter.  Another 
reason  of  the  increase  was  that  strong 
representations  were  made  by  the  Locu 
Authorities  against  the  practice  of  send- 
ing dangerous  oriminal  lunatics  to  county 
and  borough  asylums.  More  criminals 
of  that  oliws,  therefore,  were  now  con- 
fined at  Broadmoor.  With  regard  to 
the  second  question  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  if  the  Criminal  Lunatics  Bill  became 
law,  there  would  be  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  the  Vote,  because  the  Bill  re- 
lieved the  Local  Authorities  of  very  con- 
siderable burdens  they  had  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  matter  had  been  very 
fully  considered  by  a  Departmental 
Committee.  They  went  fully  into  the 
que.stii>n,  and  recommended  a  change  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Local  Authorities. 
Of  ourse,  the  alteration  woidd  not  come 
into  operation  just  yet,  so  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  make  any  provision  for  it 
in  the  present  Estimates.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
additional  expense  by  a  Supplementary 
Estimate,  which  would  be  submitted,  not 
in  the  present  Session,  but  later  on  in 
the  year. 

Vote  e^reei  to, 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  ft  sum,  not  exceeding  £36,801,  be 
granted  to  Uer  Itlajesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
Decesaary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  como 
in  course  of  payment  dnriog  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expensea  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  Depart- 
ment, and  others,  connected  with  Criminal  Fro- 
ceedings  in  Scotland,  including  certain  Allow- 
ances under  the  Act  15  and  16  Vic.  c.  83  :  " 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  that  this  Vote 
included  the  salaries  of  the  Procurators 
Fiscal.  He  hnd  some  time  ago  brought 
forward  the  anomalies,  and  worse  than 
anomalies,  of  the  ezistiog  system  with 
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r^:ard  to  Public  Froseoutors  in  Soot- 
land.  Since  then  a  number  of  new  caseB 
had  come  into  his  hands.  For  inetance, 
the  Chief  Constable  of  an  important 
burgh  complained  that  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  of  that  burgh  refused,  in  a  case 
which  the  Chief  Constable  considered 
most  clear,  to  prosecute  a  man  who  was 
his  private  client.  He  (Dr.  Cameron) 
was  not  going  to  eater  into  cases  of  this 
kind;  but  since  he  brought  his  Motion 
before  the  House,  the  Crofters'  Commis- 
sion had  reported  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
position he  then  made;  and  he  would 
now  ask  the  Qoremment  whether  they 
would  be  prepared  to  carry  out  the  re- 
commendations of  that  Commission,  and 
forbid  Procurators  Fiscal  in  Scotland  to 
act  as  agents  in  private  cased,  or  as  land 
fronts?  Unless  he  got  a  satisfactory 
answer  with  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  of  Dumfries,  he  should 
move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £670,  which 
was  the  amount  of  his  salary.  Some 
time  ago  a  young  man  in  Dumfries  ap- 
plied for  a  licence,  but  the  licence  was 
refused  by  the  magistrates  on  the  ground 
that  be  was  under  21  years  of  age  ;  but 
they  told  him  that  if  he  overcame  that 
difficulty  by  living  for  another  six 
months  they  would  probably  grant  him 
a  certificate.  In  the  meantime,  he  went 
to  the  Excise,  and  got  permission  to 
carry  on  a  pnblio-hoase  without  a  cer- 
tificate or  licence.  The  law  provided 
that  a  penalty  of  £500  shoiUd  be  im- 
posed on  aay  official  of  tiie  Crown  who 

f)ermitted  liquor  to  be  sold  without  a 
icenco ;  but  when  he  mentioned  this 
matter  in  the  House,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  lightly  suggested  that  he 
(Dr.  Cameron)  might  enrich  himself 
by  recovering  that  amount.  He  had 
no  ambition  to  figure  as  a  common 
informer;  and  he  thought  the  best 
course  was  to  move  a  reduction  of  the 
Tote,  and  allow  the  country  to  profit, 
not  by  £500,  but  by  £G70,  which  was 
the  amount  of  the  salary  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor,  whose  business  it  was  to 
enforce  the  law,  and  who  had  not  en- 
forced it  in  this  case.  The  law  distinctly 
laid  down  that  any  pem>n  shebeening  in 
Scotland  should  be  prosecuted.  Be- 
cently,  in  Glasgow,  some  extraordinary 
arrests  for  shebeeniog  were  made ;  but 
at  the  very  time  these  arrests  were  being 
made  in  Glasgow  the  Lord  Advocate 
was  allowing  i^ebeening  to  take  place 
in  Dom&ies  with  perfect  equanimity^ 

i?r.  Canurm 


The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 

the  Lord  Advocate  bad  perfect  confidence 
in  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney),  and  said  that  if  the  Excise 
Authorities  had  not  seen  fit  to  interfere 
he  did  not  see  bow  he  was  called  upon 
to  do  so.  However  great  might  be  the 
iniquity  of  the  Excise  Authorities,  who 
seemed  to  do  almost  anything  for  money, 
he  held  that  the  I^ord  Advocate,  as  the 
Head  of  the  Department  which  had  to 
administer  justice,  was  bound  to  obey 
and  to  administer  the  law;  and  it  was 
no  excuse  for  him  to  appeal  to  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury.  What  he  (Dr. 
Cameron)  and  others  wanted  was  to  see 
the  law  properly  administered  in  l^ese 
matters  by  uie  Lord  Advocate  and  the 
Proonratcors  Fiscal.  Nnmerons  instaocea 
had  oome  under  his  notice  in  which  the 
law  had  not  been  enforced  by  these  offi- 
cials. He  had  taken  one  case,  in  which 
there  was  no  room  for  quibbling,  and 
he  asked  the  Lord  Advocate  why  he 
had  failed  to  put  the  law  in  operation  in 
that  case,  and  why  he  allowed  shebeen- 
ing  to  go  on  for  six  months  even  ?  For 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  matter  to  an 
issue,  be  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£670,  being  the  amount  of  the  salary 
of  the  Procurator  Fiscal  of  Dumfries. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceedis^  £38,131,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesbr.  to  complete  the  earn' 
necessary  to  defray  wA  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3Ist  day  of  March  1885,  for  tho 
Salaries  and  Kxpenses  of  the  Lord  Advocate's 
Department,  and  others,  connected  Tcith  Cri- 
minal Froceedings  in  Scotland,  including  cer- 
tain Allowanoos  under  the  Act  Ifi  and  Ifl  Vic 
c.  S3."— (/>r.  Cammm.) 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Baxjeour)  said,  he  understood  that  the 
case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Olas* 
gow  (Dr.  Cameron)  referred,  was  one 
which  he  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  on  two  previous  occasions  by 
way  of  Question.  If  he  (the  Lord  Ad 
vooate)  recollected  aright,  it  related  to 
a  hotel  or  inn  called  the  *'  Ship  "  Hotel, 
at  Dumfries.  The  facte,  as  far  as  they 
were  present  to  his  mind,  were  that  the 
applioation  for  licence  had  been  made 
in  the  usual  way,  when  it  appeared  that, 
on  the  ground  of  minority,  or  some 
similar  ground,  the  Liorasing  Magis- 
trates did  not  feel  that  at  that  moment 
they  should  grant  the  licence  to  the  ap- 
plicant, but  they  unanimously  recom- 
mended that  the  matter  dipt^  bo  kept 
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in  a  state  of  Btispense,  and,  he  thought, 
iodioated  that  irhea  the  next  HceneiDg 
penod  came  round  they  would  grant 
the  lioenoe,  they  were  00  well  satisfied 
of  all  the  qualificatioDS  being  possessed 
by  the  appltcant.  The  pcnut  then  oame 
to  be  what  course  Bevenue  au- 
thorities should  fbllow — whether  they 
should  treat  this  as  a  case  of  vhat  his 
hoa.  Friend  (Dr.  CamwoD)  had  called 
"shebeening,"  yihith  he  (the  Lord  Advo- 
cate) did  not  at  aU  admit  to  be  a  correct 
description;  or  whethw  the^  had  not 
the  power  to  oonsider  that,  m  the  oir- 
onautaneea  of  a  putioular  case  it  "wea 
intended  to  meet,  it  would  not  be  an 
act  of  oppression  to  apply  a  stringent 
law  ¥  The  Kerenue  authorities  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  stretohing 
the  law  to  put  in  force  the  power  of 
suing  for  peoaltiea  in  such  a  ease.  In 
that  state  of  matters,  he  apprehended 
that  the  Procurator  Fisoal  was  guilty  of 
no  neglect  of  duty~on  the  contrary, 
that  he  would  have  been  guilty  oE  some- 
thing like  improper  meddlesomeness  in 
a  Bevenue  matter  if,  when  the  authori- 
ties who  were  more  directly  charged 
with  Uie  conduct  of  the  Department  said 
they  considered  this  was  not  a  proper 
case  for  a  proeeuution,  it  not  being  one, 
in  their  opinion*  in  which  a  statutory 
offence  against  the  Inland  Kevenue  had 
been  committed,  he  had  presumed  to 
override  ike  Department,  and,  against 
th^  direotions  and  wish,  instituted  a 
prosecution.  He  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
waa  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House  whether  the 
Proourator  Fiscal  so  acting  was  guilty 
of  any  wrong;  or  whether,  where  the 
Licensing  Magistrates  and  the  Depart- 
ment cWrged  with  the  matter  considered 
that  it  would  not  have  been  a  right  use 
of  the  statutory  powers  to  apply  them  in 
such  a  case,  there  was  anything  blame- 
worthy on  the  part  of  the  Proourator 
Fiscal  ?  As  regarded  the  more  general 
request  which  his  hon.  Friend  (Dr. 
Cameron)  had  raised,  and  which  he 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
on  a  previous  occasion,  he  (the  Lord 
Adroeate)  had  nothing  to  add  to  what 
he  tiwa  said.  He  then  explained  the 
on  whioh  the  present  Qovranment, 
at  all  evento^  had  been  acting  with  re- 
gard to  tiie  appnntment  of  pKxurator 
Fisoala.  His  hon.  Friend,  he  was  a&aid, 
forgot  that -this  was  a  matter  that  stood 
on  th9  3(ata^  Law  of  the  oountey.  Pro- 
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curators  Fiscal  were  not  appointed  by 
the  Government,  but  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament  only  six  or  seven  years  old, 
by  the  Sheriff,  and  all  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  to  do  was  to  give  his  assent  or 
withhold  it ;  in  fact,  he  had  a  power  of 
veto,  but  not  a  jwwer  of  appointment. 
It  was  not  an  element  in  the  qualifica- 
tion for  a  Procurator  Flsoalship  that  the 
person  should  not  engage  in  private 
practice.  He  knew  that  was  a  point  as 
to  which  there  was  great  difference  ol 
opinion.  Ha  was  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  Teoommandations,  by  no  meane 
unaoimoas,  of  the  Orofters'  Oommission 
on  the  point.  Anyone  who  had  read 
and  studied  the  Keport  must  have  been 
struck  with  certain  weighty  observations 
made  by  a  very  respectable  and  eminent 
Member  of  the  House  on  that  point. 
That  hon.  Qeutleman  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  only  by  some  large 
interpretation  of  the  Beferenoe  to  the 
Commission  that  the  Committee  took 
cognizance  of  such  matters  as  law  and 
jutitioe  at  all.  He  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
welcomed  anything  that  came  from  that 
Commission  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  ha 
was  not  aware  that  the  Commission 
took  evidence  on  the  point  that  they 
called  before  them  those  who  were  best 
qualified  to  give  an  opinion  upon  it;  and 
it  was  impossible  for  anyone  who  was 
familiar  with  the  course  of  inquiry  into 
this  branch  of  the  admiiustration  of  law 
to  forget  that  a  very  influential  Commis- 
sion, composed  of  distinguished  lawyers 
of  the  two  countries,  of  chief  magistrates 
of  various  burghe,  of  conveners  of  a 
number  of  counties,  and  of  many  of  the 
most  eminent  and  best  informed  laymen, 
reported  so  lately  as  1871  against  the 
restrlotion  of  Procurators  Fiscal  from 
private  practice.  That  matter  was  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Ciovern- 
ment,  like  all  the  other  points  in  the 
Beport  of  the  Crofters'  Commission ;  but 
he  was  not  prepared,  until  the  matter 
had  been  fully  matured,  to  say  that  the 
Gh)veniment  would  legislate  against  the 
recommendations  of  a  Commission  ap-* 
pointed  to  inquire  into  Law  and  Justice 
in  Scotland  because  of  the  reoommenda* 
tions  of  another  Gommi8u<ni,  befbxe 
which  the  matter  had  come  tmly  ina- 
dentally.  The  Government  had  uwaya 
gone  on  the  principle  of  seeing  that  the 
private  duties  of  an  official  should  never 
be  allowed  to  oome  in  oolUsion  with  hit 
public  duties. 
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Sm  WILFETD  LAW80N  said,  lie 
did  not  consider  tlie  answer  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  was  at  all  saiisfaotory.  He 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  man  to 
whom  his  hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Cameron) 
referred  was  selling  drink  illegally  or 
not?  If  the  man  was  selling  drink 
illegally,  who  ought  to  he  did  not 
oontinue  to  do  so  P  He  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson)  asked  this  question,  because 
whmerer  anybody  in  the  House  got  up 
and  tried  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
fhe  sale  of  drink,  it  waa  said — "  Oh,  the 
great  thing  is  to  oarry  oat  efl&ciently  the 
Dtws  that  you  have." 

Thb  LOBD  advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfottb)  said,  that,  as  put  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson),  there  was  a  charming 
simplicity  about  the  question,  and  he 
supposed  the  hon.  Baronet  wished  a 
"Yes"  or  a  "No"  to  it.  This  person 
was  selling  drink  without  a  licence ;  but 
the  licensing  authority  recommended 
that  he  should  not  be  interfered  with, 
and  practically  promised  he  should  have 
a  lioenoe ;  and  the  Department  of  the 
QoTemment  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  matter  said  that  the  cir- 
cumstances were  not  such  as  to  warrant 
a  prosecution.  As  to  who  was  respon- 
aible,  he  should  pwhaps  say  that  the 
Department  was  responsible.  Whether 
they  were  right  or  immg,  he  1«(C  the 
House  to  judge.  It  rather  seemed  to 
him  tiiat  the  suggestion  involved  in  the 
question  waa,  that  if  anybody  was  to  be 
prosecuted  it  should  not  be  the  man,  but 
eomebody  connected  with  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Me.  FBA8EE-MACKINT08H  said, 
he  was  rather  disappointed  at  the  an- 
swer of  the  Lord  Advocate  with  regard 
to  Procurators  Fiscal.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  always  showed 
a  disposition  to  throw  in  their  faces 
the  fact  that  several  years  ago  a 
Commission  upon  Law  and  Justice  re- 

forted  that  the  position  of  Procurators 
iscal  should  remain  as  it  was ;  but  the 
Iiord  Advocate  must  reooUeot  that  there 
was  a  very  considerable  minority  in  that 
Commission  in  favour  of  the  change.  In 
the  recent  Commission  on  the  Highlands 
and  Islands,  fire  ont  of  tax.  Commis- 
nonras  were  perfectly  unanimous  for  the 
idianffe.  Borne  years  ago  this  •question 
was  brought  to  a  Division  in  the  House ; 
and  among  those  who  To1»d  for  limiting 
the  duties  of  Proourators  E%Boal,  were 


five  Members  of  the  present  Adminia- 
tration,  inolnding  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  the  Home  Secretary,  and  the 
Jndge  Advocate  General.  That  Division 
took  place  years  after  the  CcHnnuaeion, 
to  which  the  Lord  Advocate  referred^ 
reported.  The  Vote  under  oonsideratioa 
included  the  expenses  of  the  whole  of 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Sootiand, 
both  civil  and  criminal ;  and,  as  he  un- 
derstood that  the  Lord  Advocate  was 
responsible  fbr  that  administoation,  he 
wished  to  bring  before  the  Committee 
two  points— one  affecting  criminal  and 
the  other  affecting  dvil  law  in  Scotland, 
With  reference  to  criminal  administra- 
tion, the  Iiord  Advocate  was  assisted  in 
his  duties  by  four  Advocates-Depute, 
appointed  mainly,  as  commonly  reported, 
for  political  services.  Be  that  as  it 
might,  he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  an  explanation  of  a 
very  extraordinary  case  which  recentiy 
occurred  in  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary. 
The  parties  accused  of  serious  offeneee, 
from  fhe  counties  of  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land, were  obliged  to  appear  in  Edm- 
burgh. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Raikbs)  :  I 
must  point  out  to  the  htm.  Mraiber,  that 
although  he  is  in  Order  in  dieoossing 
any  part  of  tiie  present  Vote  at  tlm  pre- 
sent moment,  he  is  not  in  Order  in  an- 
ticipating the  next  Vote,  which  includes 
the  Court  of  Justiciary. 

Me.  FBASEB-MACEINTOSH  said, 
he  was  about  to  refer  to  the  action  at 
one  of  the  Advocates-Depute  whose 
salary  was  included  in  the  present 
Tote.  He  was  informed  that  in  a  recent 
case  a  great  number  of  witnesses  came 
np  from  the  remote  Islands  of  Orkney 
and  Shetland — some  for  the  Crown,  and 
some  for  the  prisoner.  When  the  case 
was  called,  an  objection  was  stated  on 
behalf  of  the  prisoner  to  the  relevancy 
of  the  indictment.  The  Judges  threw 
out  the  libel  very  snmrnarily,  indulging 
in  some  plain  observations  on  its  oon- 
struction  ;  and  the  consequence  was 
that  the  whole  matter  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  that  a  great  deal  of  expense  fell 
upon  the  Crown  and  ino(mvenienoe  apon 
the  prisoner.  He  also  understood  uiat 
it  was  not  an  uncommon  ooonrreBce  for 
oriminal  indiotments  framed  by  this  Ad- 
vocate to  be  oast;  aad,  therefore,  he 
should  like  to  receive  some  explanatioa 
of  the  matter  from  the  Lord  Advocate. 
The  next  point  to  whiol^  he  wished  to 
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was  ooDnected  witli  Sheriff  Courts,  i 
Thfi  Lord  Adrooate  was  aware,  no  doubt, 
that  the  question  of  double  Sheriffships 
had  been  frequently  brought  before 
Parliament.  It  was  complained  by  many 
persons  that  there  was  great  expense 
aad  delay,  and  he  was  obliged,  with 
great  hesitation,  to  bring  his  own  county 
(InTemees)  before  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  Advocate.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
letter  just  reoeiTed,  with  regard  to  his 
own  eonnty,  in  which  the  writer  said — 

"Tbe  state  of  our  local  Sheriff  Court  bas 
become  intolerable,  and  calls  for  immediate 
attention  on  tiie  part  of  those  at  bead-quartera, 
1*he  Sheriff  cannot  be  got  to  decide  the  cases 
before  him,  and  most  of  the  oases  in  Court  are 
"Mag  atavitamdum — aome  of  tbem  for  one  year. 
This  causes  a  great  loss  to  the  parties." 

Some  years  ago  there  used  to  be  com- 
plaints that  in  the  Supreme  Courts  of 
Scotland  there  were  considerable  delays; 
bat  of  late  years  the  despatch  of  the 
bttainess  in  those  Courts  had  been  satis- 
factory. But  with  regard  to  the  other 
Courts,  where  doable  Sheriffohips  pre* 
vailed,  delays  ware  beooming  greater  and 
greater. 

Ma.  DICE-FEDDIEsaid,  there  conld 
be  no  doubt  that  the  selling  of  beer 
without  a  lioenoe  was  dearly  an  ill^at 
aot.  It  was  an  illegal  act  under  the 
Statute,  and  if  an  act  were  ill^al,  it 
oould  not  be  made  legal  by  the  Depart- 
ment condoning  it.  He  would  like  a 
farther  explanation  of  this  matter,  be- 
Cttose  he  understood  it  was  one  of  the 
functions  of  a  Procurator  Fiscal  to  pro- 
secute whenever  an  illegal  act  was  com- 
mitted. With  regard  to  the  complaint 
made  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Ifr.  Fraser- 
Hackintosh)  of  dilatorinees  on  the  part 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Inremess,  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  if  there  had  been  any 
dilatoriness,  it,  no  doubt,  arose  from  the 
eironmstanoe,  which  was  within  his  own 
knowledge,  that  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion had  been  for  several  months  in  an 
indifferent  state  of  health. 

Ms.  KENNY  said,  one  point  struck 
bim  as  beiDg  rather  peonliar  in  connec- 
tion with  l£is  Vote.  The  Committee 
WDold  observe  a  discrepancy  in  line  3  of 
Page  253,  whi(^,  he  thought,  ought  to 
be  explained  or  removed  from  the  Esti- 
mate. He  peroeived  that  the  First 
Clerk  to  the  Crown  Agent  had  a  mini- 
mom  salary  of  £500  a-year,  and  a  maxi- 
mum salary  of  £650,  rising  to  that  amount 
byaaannualiiMrementof  £25.  Now,  the 


amount  voted  for  this  official  last  year 
was  the  minimum  salary  of  £500» 
whereas  the  amount  asked  for  this  year 
was  the  maximum  sum  of  £650.  He 
should  like  to  know  how  the  amount  of 
£125  paid  in  excess  was  accounted  for? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  if  there  were  no  other 
reasons  for  the  amount  of  salary  asked 
for  in  this  case  than  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  Estimate,  the  charge  would, 
of  course,  be  open  to  objection  ;  but  the 
gentlemau  who  now  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  First  Clerk  to  the  Crown  Agent, 
did  so  with  very  great  advantage  to  the 
public,  and  when,  about  six  months  ago, 
there  was  a  re-arrangement  inthe  Office, 
it  was  deemed  right  to  make  this  addi- 
tion to  hie  salary. 

Mb.  KENNY  said  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  not  ac- 
counted for  the  ezoess. 

The  LOIED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BALFOUfi)  said,  with  respect  to  the  points 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Inver- 
ness (Mr.  Fraser-Mackintofih),  he  did 
not  know  on  what  authority  or  evidence 
he  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  Advocates-Depute  were  appointed 
for  political  reasons,  and  not  because  of 
their  fitness  for  the  office.  His  expe- 
rience of  these  genUemen  was  that  tiiey 
were  exceedingly  well  qualified  for  their 
office ;  and  daring  the  time  he  had  held 
his  present  position,  he  had  uniformly 
received  from  them  the  most  devoted 
and  valuable  assistance  in  the  duties  of 
the  Office.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
for  Inverness  did  not  want  to  cast  any 
imputation  upon  them  in  respect  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their 
duties.  The  hon.  Member  had  not  in- 
dicated the  particular  Advocate- Depute 
to  whom  he  referred ;  but  he  seemed  to 
be  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
ground  for  complaint  against  a  publio 
official,  that  an  indictment  which  he  had 
framed  or  supported  was  found  to  be 
irrelevant — a  thing  which  happened 
when  the  matter  set  out  did  not  sustain 
a  valid  criminal  ohai^.  It  most  be 
evident  to  all  concwnod  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  in  this  country  and  in 
Scotland  that  there  were  very  many  acts 
which  it  was  difficult  to  brin^  under  the 
category  of  any  particular  crime.  There 
was,  cottsequeutfy,  great  difficulty  and 
nicety  in  framing  an  indictment,  and  in- 
dictments were  often  found  irrelevant 
upon  strictly  teohnioal  rules  ot.oonstnu* 
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tion ;  acts  had  been  committed  which  it 
would  be  a  misfortune  not  to  make  the 
subjects  of  crimioal  charges,  but  with 
reject  to  which  it  was  found  on  strict 
examination  that  an  indictment  would 
not  hold.  That  was  what  hon.  Members 
would  see  in  the  public  Press  every  day, 
and  he  was  satisfied  that  the  mere  fact 
of  a  particular  charge  having  failed,  was 
by  no  means  eridence  of  any  incompe- 
tence or  carelessness  un  the  part  of  those 
who  were  concerned  in  its  preparation. 
He  did  not  titink  his  hon.  Friend  alleged 
that  there  was  anything  of  that  nature 
involved  in  this  question ;  but  he  clearly 
appeared  to  think  that  the  fact  of  the 
indictment  having  failed,  constituted 
ground  of  complaint.  However,  he  felt 
sure  that,  on  reflection,  his  hon.  Friend 
would  feel  that  it  was  not  so,  and  that 
it  would  appear  to  him  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  the  suggestion  which  it 
seemed  to  him  (the  Lord  Advocate)'  he 
was  ready  to  make.  With  regard  to 
the  Sheriff  Courts,  the  hon.  Member 
had  raised  a  question  which  everyone 
acquainted  with  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  Scotland  knew  to  be  a  very 
vexed  and  difficult  one — that  was  to  say, 
the  question  of  double  Sheriffship,  and 
with  regard  to  it  he  was  compelled  to  d  i  ffer 
from  the  view  taken  by  his  hon.  Friend. 
But  his  hon.  Friend  must  see  that  it  was 
a  very  large  question,  and  one  involving 
many  considerations,  and  with  which 
Hot  Majesty's  Gk»vemment  had  no  power 
to  deal  wiuiout  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
He  quite  agreed  that  thwe  were  many 
matters  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion and  with  the  framework  of  the 
judiiual  system  which  did  admit  of  re- 
medy, and  if  there  were  more  Parlia- 
mentary time,  he  thought  such  remedial 
legislation  would  be  a  very  fitting  sub- 
ject to  take  up.  But  at  the  present 
time  the  double  Sherifi^ship  did  exist ; 
and  although  he  could  not  say  he  was 
particularly  favourable  to  it  himself, 
still  it  was  a  point  on  which  there  was 
considerable  divergence  of  opinion.  But 
he  did  not  see,  looking  at  the  present  state 
of  Public  Business,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  any  means  of  making 
immediate  proposals  to  Parliament  on  the 
subject.  Again,  his  hon.  Friend  had 
read  a  letter  which  seemed  to  reflect  on 
the  Sheriff-Principal  of  the  county  of 
Inverness.  He  could  only  say  that  be 
bad  known  that  p;entleman  for  many 
years-'Sinoe  the  tune  he  (the  Lord  Ad- 
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vooate)  came  to  the  Bar,  and  previously 
— and  he  had  never,  until  that  time, 
heard  any  suggestion  made  against  him 
of  the  nature  which  he  understood  to 
be  implied  by  the  statement  of  his  bon. 
Friend.  The  delay  alleged  in  this 
case  was  perfectly  new  to  him ;  he 
had  never  heard  of  it  before;  and 
having  known  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion for  so  many  years,  it  was  not  what 
he  should  have  expected,  nor  was  be 
prepared  to  accept  it  on  a  mere  passage 
from  aletter  which,  inhisjudgment,  was 
insufficient  to  sustain  a  complaint  of  this 
kind.  If  there  existed  any  ground  for 
the  complaint  made,  and  u  the  allega- 
tion was  made  in  a  formal  manner,  the 
matter  would  be  investigated.  For  his 
own  part,  he  had  no  doubt  that  an  ex- 
planation would  be  forthcoming  of  the 
delay  which  might  have  occurred.  He 
was  bound  to  add  bis  belief  that  the 
Committee  would  not  expect  him  to  say 
more  than  this,  having,  as  be  had  al> 
ready  pointed  out,  full  knowledge  of  the 
personal  character  of  this  gentleman,  as 
well  as  the  devotion  with  which  he  had 
discharged  bis  duties.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  Sheriff  Courts  in  Scot- 
land had  been  generally  very  efficiently 
administered,  and  be  did  not  think  there 
had  been  much  delay  in  the  transaction 
of  their  business,  although  there  might, 
of  course,  have  been  some  in  special  oases. 
He  believed  that  they  had  shared  in 
the  spirit  of  despatch  which  his  hOn. 
Friend  admitted  to  have  very  largely 
pervaded  the  Supreme  Courts  during 
recent  years. 

Db.  CAMERON  said,  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate had  told  the  Committee  that  the 
proposal  of  the  Crofters'  Commission, 
with,  regard  to  the  form  of  appointment 
of  Procurators  Fiscal,  was  under  conside- 
ration by  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment, 
upon  which  he  would  remark  that  the 
proposal  bad  been  under  consideration 
for  a  long  time,  and  that  it  would  be,  in 
his  opinion,  considerably  longer  before 
anything  was  done  to  give  effect  to  it. 
When  the  Conservatives  came  into  Office, 
the  Lord  Advocate  would,  probably, 
be  ready  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and  he 
would  be  found,  no  doubt,  supported  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  the  Home 
Secretary,  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
and  others,  who  would  have  nothing  to 
say  to  it  when  they  sat  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  With  regard  to  the  licensing  ques- 
tion which  had  been  raised,  it  appeared 
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to  him  that  the  OoTernment  acted  on 
the  principle  on  whioh  "Messrs.  Spenlow 
and  Jorkitts"  conducted  their  business. 
Deputations  innumerable  came  up  to 
liondon  to  see  the  Lord  Advocate.  Thej 
wero  received  with  the  utmost  polite- 
ness; they  were  assured  that  nothing 
was  more  at  the  heart  of  the  GoTemment 
than  the  carrjing  out  of  the  legislation 
thought  to  be  necesearj;  that  none  more 
bitterly  deplored  the  present  state  of 
things ;  and  that  none  were  more  anxi- 
oustogire effect  to  the  heart-felt  desiresof 
those  persons  who  wished  to  free  them- 
selves from  this  curse  of  drink.  Thus,  the 
deputation  afterwards  went  away  satisGed 
for  the  time  being.  But,  to  return  to  his 
illnstration,  it  was  found  that  '*  Mr. 
Spenlow  was  perfectly  willing  that  the 
law  should  be  given  effect  to,  but — there 
isMr.Jorkins!"  And  Mr.  Jorkms,  in  this 
instance,  was  personified  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury.  Of  course,  he  and 
hia  hon.  Friends  conid  not  carry  out  the 
law ;  it  was  the  businesa  of  Parliament 
to  nmke  laws ;  and  when  a  law  was  made 
with  the  most  deliberate  intention  by 
Parliament,  it  was  the  business  of  the 
Government  to  administer  that  law. 
The  Qovemment  were  very  ready  in 
making  ^tromises  to  the  supporters  of 
the  Permissive  Bill ;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that,  in  this  instance,  they  had  been 
a  Permissive  Bill  unto  themselves,  hav- 
ing granted  this  licence  in  spite  of  all 
they  conld  have  done  to  prevent  it.  On 
that  account,  he  should  take  a  Division 
on  his  Amendment  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote. 

Ma.  EEKNY  said,  he  did  not  agree 
with  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Scotland  oppo- 
site, because  be  believed  there  was  a 
Tery  wide  difference  between  the  case  of 
the  individual  inquestion  and  that  of  the 
shebeen  man.  The  difference  was  that 
whereas  Uie  shebeen  man  sold  liquor 
without  any  licence  whatever,  diia  in- 
diridnal  had  received  permission  to  sell 
liquor.  Under  those  ciroumstanoes  he 
did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  prosecuted. 
He  was  a  man  who  went  to  the  authori- 
ties and  asked  for  a  licence,  and  it  was 
said  they  refused  to  give  him  the  licence 
— if  so,  it  was  a  great  shame — but 
the  Excise  Department  took  no  steps  to 
interfere  with  his  selling  liquor.  There- 
fore, he  could  not  support  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  tiie  Vote  by  the  amount  of  the 
nlaiy  of  the  Kncurator  Fiscal  of  Dum- 


fries, ne  observed  on  Page  254  of  the 
Estimates  a  chai^  of  £1,100  for  the 
Sheriff^  of  Lanu-kshire  for  salaries  fA 
criminal  officers  in  Glasgow.  He  also 
observed  that  there  was  no  Tote  under 
this  head  last  year,  and,  therefore,  he 
would  like  to  know  what  this  new  charge 
was  for,  and  what  were  the  functions  of 
the  so-called  criminal  officers  in  Glas- 
gow? 

The  LOBD  ADVOOATB  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfotje)  said,  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny)  was 
very  fairly  raised  on  this  Vote,  and  tho 
explanation  was  simply  this — that  for- 
merly these  officers  were  paid  by  fees,  but 
latterly  every  opportunity  which  pre- 
sented itself  for  commuting  those  fees 
for  fixed  salaries  had  been  availed  of, 
and  the  consequence  was  the  present 
charge  for  the  salaries  of  criminal  officers 
at  Glasgow.  The  alteration  was  one 
which  he  believed  tiie  Oommittee  would 
approTO. 

Sib  WILFEID  LAWSON  said,  as 
the  Oommittee  could  get  no  satisfaction 
out  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  they  might, 
perhaps,  get  something  out  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury.  He  would  be 
glad  to  hear  whether  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man approved  this  breaking  of  the  Law 
of  Excise  at  Dumfries?  Hishon.  Friends 
and  himself  did  not  want  to  divide  on 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Glasgow,  if  they  could  get  an  assurance 
that  the  law  would  be  carried  out.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  told  the  Oommittee  that 
this  sort  of  thing  was  perpetually  coming 
up  in  Scotland.  [The  Lord  Adto- 
CATE  dissented.]  The  Lord  Advocate 
shook  his  head,  which  showed  that  he 
had  a  bad  case.  The  way  the  authorities 
had  dealt  with  the  licence  in  this  case 
reminded  him  of  the  old  barrel  that 
used  to  be  kept  until  the  heir  came  of 
age.  The  Lord  Advocate  would  only 
allow  the  licence  to  be  used  when  this 
individual  had  reached  the  age  of  21. 
However,  he  relied  much  on  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  to  clear  up  the 
difficulty.  He  desired  to  put  two  ques- 
tions. Was  it  legal  for  this  young  man 
to  be  selling  drink  at  the  present  time? 
If  not,  who  was  responsible  for  his  not 
being  prospcuted  ? 

Mb.  ILLINGWOETH  said,  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  Government  seemed 
to  be  that  when  a  young  man  came  of 
age  he  should  have  a  licence  to  sell 
liquor,  and  that  before  he  cai^ofMe 
he  dunild  have  eret^i^^q^wtiQSI^^oC 
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breaking  the  law.  [The  Lord  Advocate 
dissented.]  The  Lord  Advocate  shook 
his  head,  as  much  as  to  eay  that 
the  matter  was  a  very  simple  one.  But 
a  principle  of  importance  was  involved, 
and  he  should  hare  thought  that  the 
state  of  affairs  which  had  been  disclosed 
would  be  insupportable  in  Scotland  after 
the  statement  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  For 
his  own  part,  he  could  not  see  why  his 
hon.  Friends  on  those  Benches  should  be 
called  upon  to  lower  their  flag  at  all ; 
he  bought  th^  were  bound  to  go  to  a 
Divinon,  othOTwise  they  would  be  par- 
ties to  this  lax  admioistration  of  the 
law.  If  this  young  man  were  to  be  al- 
lowed to  sell  liquor  for  profit  without  a 
licence,  he  would  like  to  know  where 
the  matter  would  end.  He  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had,  by  his  statement  on  this 
question,  laid  himself  open  to  consider- 
able comment.  It  was  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Oameron) 
would  divide  the  Committee  on  his  Mo- 
tion. 

Ms.  KENNY  said,  with  regard  to  the 
payment  of  the  Procurators  Fiscal  by 
fees,  that  he  should  have  expected  the 
Estimate  would  show  exactly  tne  amount 
of  fees  in  excess  of  the  amounts  asked 
for  last  year. 

Me.  COUSTNET  pointed  out  that,  in 
oonsequenoe  of  the  present  arrangement, 
the  salaxiea  appeued  as  diminishing, 
and  the  fees  as  inoreasing. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  that  if 
the  case  at  Dumfries  were  exceptional, 
he  thought  it  might  be  passed  over ; 
but  if  it  were  not,  the  matter  assumed 
a  very  different  form,  and  it  was  most  im- 
portant that  some  steps  should  be  taken. 

Thk  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bauour)  said,  it  was  only  right  to  say 
that  his  informatiou  about  this  case  had 
come  to  him  exclusively  in  reply  to  his 
inquiries.  The  case  had  never  been 
reported  to  his  Department,  and  he 
knew  nothing  about  it  until,  in  conse- 
quence of  Questions  in  that  House,  he 
caused  inquiriee  to  be  made,  with  the 
result  stated.  That  ioformation  he  had 
laid  before  the  Committee.  He  never 
knew  another  case  like  it  He  had  no- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  licences,  or 
the  supervisioiiof  publicans,  or  anybody 
else.   

Mb.  0OUBTNE7  sud,  he  was  not  at 
all  aware  that  this  was  a  customary 
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case;  he  looked  upon  h,  on  the  oon- 
trary,  as  distinctly  abnormal.  With 
respect  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  "Wilfrid  Law- 
son),  the  hon.  Baronet  knew  perfectly 
well  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  the 
administration  ofthe  Law  of  licence.  He 
was  responsible,  to  a  certain  extent,  for 
the  collection  of  the  money  paid  Hat 
licences. 

Dr.  CAMEBON  said,  he  could  aaanxe 
the  Committee  that  this  was  not  an  ex- 
ceptional case ;  he  should,  therefore,  go 
to  a  Division  on  his  Amendment  as  a 

firotest  against  the  acquiescence  of  the 
egal  authorities  in  the  infraction  of  the 
law.  Last  year  he  had  asked  Questions 
with  regard  to  three  similar  cases  in 
Fraserburgh ;  and  this  year,  also,  he 
had  asked  a  Question  with  regard  to  a 
case  of  the  kind  at  Bellshill.  Nor  were 
these  all  the  cases  that  had  been  brought 
to  his  attention,  although  he  had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  every  one 
of  them  the  subject  of  a  Question  in 
that  House.  They  were  of  far  more 
frequent  occurrence  than  might  be  sup- 
posed, in  spite  of  the  elaborate  Systran 
of  Rules  laid  down  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
liquor  without  licence ;  and  he  felt  bound 
to  express  his  regret  and  surprise  that 
the  Questions  he  had  put  in  that  House 
had  made  so  little  impresmon  upon  the 
Members  of  the  (Jovemment  to  whom 
they  were  addressed. 
Question  put. 

The  Committee  iwided: — ^Ayes  19; 
Noes  58:  Minority  39.  — (Div.  List, 
No.  184.) 
Original  Question  put,  and  ttgr$td  to, 
(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  Bom,  not  exceeding  £42,657,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  wuioh  will  come 
in  conrse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3lBt  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  JtutioB  ia 
Scotland,  and  oth^  Legal  Charges." 

Mr.  FRAS£R-MAC£INT0SH  said, 
he  desired  to  have  an  explanation  from 
the  Lord  Advocate  of  one  item  in  thia 
Vote — namely,  £350  for  the  Deputy 
Keeper  of  the  Signet.  Some  30  years 
ago,  a  profrasional  man  in  Edinboigh  of 
great  practice  was  appointed  Keeper  of 
we  R^^ter  of  Sasines.  This  appoint- 
ment  was  considered  so  objeotionable, 
in  view  of  the  great  private  practice  of 
the  person  appointed,  tiiM  in  the  year 
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1868  an  Act  at  Parliament  vai  passed 
T^lating  the  registration  of  writs  in 
Seotland,  and  hy  Section  20  of  the 
M  ft  31  Viet.  c.  64,  it  was  declared 
that  when  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the 
B«g;ister  of  Saiiiies  became  racant,  the 
next  pwson  appointed  should  hold  no 
o&er  plaoe,  either  by  himself  or  by 
deputy.  Now,  a  few  years  sm,  on  the 
death  of  the  holder  of  the  offloe  of  the 
Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Signet,  a  new 

Sipointment  was  made ;  and  who  was 
e  person  ai>pointed?  The  House 
would  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  very 
individual  was  appointed  who,  by  the 
Aet  of  1 888,  was  declared,  inferentially, 
not  to  be  a  suitable  person.  He  under- 
stood the  patronage  of  the  office  rested 
with  the  Lord  Olerk  Begister,  and  not 
with  the  Grown ;  but  he  wished  to  know 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Act  of  1868 
ihowed  that  the  person  who  held  the 
office  of  Keeper  of  the  Begister  of 
Basra ee  had  occupation  enough  to  do  to 
keep  that  office  alone,  and  that  some 
years  afterwards  he  was  selected  for  a 
second  post — he  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Lord  Advocate  or  the  Crown 
did,  or  did  nol^  make  any  objeotion  to 
the  ftppofntment  of  this  official,  and  whe- 
thw  or  not  it  was  competent  now  for 
tlmn  to  Y^iue  to  pay  any  salary  for  the 
senrioeF 

Thb  lord  advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BAi.F0im)  said,  he  was  not  awcue  that 
the  Crown  either  did  or  could  make  any 
objection,  to  this  appointment ;  and  he 
could  only  say  that,  even  if  it  had  been 
in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  make  any 
such  objeotion,  if  the  case  had  been  re- 
presented to  him  he  should  have  advised 
Uie  Crown  not  to  make  it,  because  the 
Act  referred  to  did  not  relate  to  this 
matter,  but  pointed  to  cases  where 
difference  of  opinion  existed,  and  pro- 
vided that,  in  future,  holders  of  the  office 
of  Keeper  of  the  Register  of  Basines 
dionid  not  be  engaged  in  private  prao- 
tioe.  That  Act  did  not,  however,  make 
any  provision  with  respect  to  the  present 
hddw.  Aa  his  hem.  iVioid  (ICr.  Fraaer- 
Haokitttoeh)  had  made  referanoe  to  that 
gentleman,  he  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
eoold  only  aay  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
everyone  acquainted  with  Ihe  services 
he  had  rendered  to  the  important  De- 
partment with  which  he  was  connected, 
those  aervioee  had  been  most  valuable  to 
the  Office.  A  great  many  changes  which 
had  been  made  in  the  system  of  register- 


ing and  for  giving  additional  secority  to 
the  Scotch  system  of  land  rights  and 
additional  facilities  for  the  seanhing  of 
those  rights,  were  due  to  this  gentleman. 
He  (the  Lord  Advocate)  did  not  know 
wheUier  it  was  suggested  that  this  gen- 
tlemen holding  uie  offise  Depatpr 
Keeper  of  the  Signet  inteiflftred  with  hu 
proper  disohai^  of  the  duties  ofKMigw 
of  the  Begieter  <^  Saeines ;  but  it  was 
certain  that  sui^  was  not  the  ease. 

MB.FRASEB-UAOKINTOSH:  Uay 
I  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  this  gentle* 
man  dischai^ws  the  duties  of  this  office 
in  person  ?  l)oes  he  ever  go  neu  the 
Office^ 

Ten  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BAuoTTn) :  This  gentleman  does  <Us- 
cfaarge  his  duties  in  person  most  cer- 
tainly. 

Mb.  FRASEE- MACKINTOSH:  I 
mean  the  duties  of  Deputy  Keeper  of  the 
Signet  r 

Tra  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BAZfouR) :  I  am  not  aware  of  that — I 
am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  duties 
of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Signet.  I 
should  not,  however,  think  them  par- 
ticularly onerous.  These  duties  the  pre- 
sent holder  of  the  offloe,  I  understand, 
has  dischaiged  with  effldenoy  and  great 

BUOCeSB.   

Db.  OAMKEtON  said,  he  thought  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  worth  the  while  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  look 
into  the  matter,  and  see  whether  there 
was  any  neoeBsity  topayasalaryof  £360 
a-year  for  a  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Signet. 
Probably  that  £350  a-year  might  be 
saved  to  the  State.  The  point,  however, 
he  (Dr.  Cameron)  wished  mere  particu- 
larly to  call  attention  to  was  in  connec- 
tion vrith  the  office  of  Extractor.  There 
had  been  numerous  complaints  in  this 
matter.  The  duty  of  the  Extractor  was 
to  extract  judgments. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  I  rather  think  my  hon. 
Friend  is  about  to  refw  to  another  Ex- 
traotor — not  to  the  one  affected  by  this 
Vote. 

Db.  CAMERON :  I  rather  think  the 
salary  iA  the  one  I  wish  to  refartooomes 
under  this  Vote. 

Thb  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bauoitb)  :  No  ;  it  comes  under  another 
Vote. 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  he  thought  he 
was  right  in  the  matter.  He  widied  to 
refer  to  the  Extractor  of  the^Court  of 
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Be«on.  The  Extractor  to  whom  he  vas 
referring  was  complained  of  very  ae- 
riooaly  by  aolicitora  and  litigants,  who 
complained  that  they  could  not  get  their 
eztraota  out  of  him.  Having  got  their 
judgments,  they  were  kept  a  long  time, 
QDC^r  one  plea  or  another,  waiting  for 
what  they  wanted.  There  waa  another 
complaint.  A  gentleman  who,  at  onetime, 
wae  in  the  Office,  had  gone  very  minutely 
into  the  whole  working  of  the  Extractor's 
Office,  and  bad  compiled  a  specific  list 
of  many  hundreds  of  cases,  showing  that, 
in  the  ease  of  a  large  percentage  of  the 
extiaots  proonred  by  the  public,  a  charge 
waa  made  more  than  the  statntory 
oharge.  In  (naes  whore  a  nnmber  of 
•ztraetB  were  taken,  the  orer-eharge  was 
considerable.  WeU.  the  law  provided 
that  if  any  ciroumBtances  of  that  kind 
were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Jjord  Advocate,  there  should  be  a  clean 
Bweep  made ;  but  specific  cases  of  these 
over-charges  had  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Lord  Advocate  by  him- 
self (Dr«  Oameron),  who  had  told  him 
that  the  man  who  had  given  him  bis  in- 
formation bad  been  dismissed  from  the 
Office  under  circumstances  which  were 
not  creditable.  He  (Dr.  Oameron)  knew 
notbiog  about  this  man  who  had  dran-n 
up  the  list  of  cases.  The  statement  of 
the  Lord  Advocate  was  altogether  dis- 
puted by  him ;  but,  however  aocu- 
:rate  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman might  be,  it  bad  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  question.  In  the 
iist  there  were  a  large  number  of  oases 
*— hundreds  of  cases  given,  chapter  and 
▼erse.  Either  theae  allegations  were 
■true,  or  they  were  not  true,  and  a  refer- 
ence to  the  books  of  the  Department 
ought  to  enable  a  calculation  to  be  made 
to  show  whether  there  had  been  over- 
charges made  or  not.  He  (Dr.  Cameron) 
contended  that  it  was  in  the  public  in- 
terest, and  their  duty  to  the  public,  for 
.those  in  authority  to  see  whether  over- 
charges were  made  in  oonnection  with 
any  Public  Office,  and  where  they  were 
found  to  exist  to  put  an  end  to  them  at 
once.  In  addition  to  this  matter  of  over- 
charging, he  was  told  that  this  office  of 
Extractor  waa  one  which  could  well  be 
dispensed  with.  Unless  he  had  been  mis- 
informed, nothing  analogous  to  it  existed 
in  England.  It  was  a  drawback  against 
litigants  enforcing  their  rights.  He  was 
not  aware  of  the  pracnBe  method  adopted 
in  England,  but  ho  waa  assured  that  it 


was  quite  as  satidaelory  as  the  Scotcb. 
Before  moving  a  reduction  in  the  Vote, 
he  shoold  like  to  hear  what  expluiation 
the  right  hon,  and  learned  GentleraBn 
might  have  to  offer  on  the  three  points 
he  had  mentioned — namely,  the  over- 
charges,  the  delays,  and  the  absence  of 
neceesity  for  the  office  f 

The  (^HAmKAN  (Mr.  Rusks)  :  The 
hon.  Member  has  not  moved  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote. 

The  LOED  ADVOOATB  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bjllsovh)  said,  that,  no  doubt,  various 
questions  had  bem  raised  as  to  the  office 
of  Extractor,  whose  duty  waa  to  draw 
up  copies  d  the  decrees  of  jostica.  No 
donbt,  there  bad  been  vmrioua  oomplaiati 
and  questions  raised  as  to  the  admius- 
tration  of  the  Office,  and,  ao  £ar  from 
these  complaints  not  having  been  ^Eso- 
tive,  they  were  made  the  subject  of  care- 
ful examination  by  the  officials  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Crown  Agent  acting 
under  his  direction,  so  that  the  matter 
had  been  fully  gone  into.  There  did 
appear  to  have  been  some  irregularities; 
but  he  did  not  think  there  had  be^any 
dear  defalcations  except  on  the  part  of 
the  person  whom  his  hon.  Friend  (Dr. 
Cameron)  spoke  of  as  his  informant  in 
the  matter. 

Da.  GAMEBON :  No ;  not  my  in- 
formant. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfous)  said,  that,  at  any  rate,  this 
person  had  been  proved  to  have  been 
guilty  of  very  grave  defaleations-'de* 
faloations  which  the  Extractor,  with  great 
kindness,  perhaps,  with  too  great  kind- 
ness, had  overlooked  at  Uie  time.  Then 
fitlluwed  the  charges  to  which  the  hon. 
OentlemaQ  had  referred ;  but,  so  far 
from  this  person  having  any  cause  of 
complaint,  if  the  Extractor  was  to  blame 
at  all,  it  was  for  fauTiug  treated  him 
with  undue  leniency.  This  person  had 
commenced  an  action  in  the  Courts 
against  the  Extractor,  but,  seemingly, 
had  not  gone  on  with  it.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  bear  him  (Dr.  Cameron)  out  when 
he  said  that,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  his  own  part,  full  inquiry  had 
been  made  into  the  Extractor's  Office, 
and  they  had  come  to^eoonolnsion  that 
the  public  had  no  reason  to  cnnplain  in 
regard  to  defalcatitnu. 

Db.  CAMERON  said,  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate told  them  thwe  were  defaleaticou 
in  the  Eztraotor'B  Office  in  oonae^vnoe 
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of  which  the  gentleman  whom  the  right 
hen.  and  learned  Gentleman  designated 
as  hia  (Dr.  Cameron's)  informant  was 
diamiased.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  the 
gentleman  in  question  altogether  denied 
the  Lord  Advocate's  statement;  and,  iu 
the  aeeond  place,  he  was  not  hie  (Dr. 
Cameron's)  informant.  This  gentleman 
had  published  a  volume  giving  instances 
in  which  these  over-charges  occurred. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  been  questioned 
■boat  the  over-charges,  and  he  said  tiiey 
zested  on  tiie  statement  of  the  dismissed 
official.  It  did  not  matter  whom  the 
charge  were  made  by — whether  by  Ana- 
nias and  Sapphira,  or  anyone  else.  Chap- 
ter and  verse  of  the  defalcations  were 
given.  The  amouQtatheOfiBoe  was  entitled 
to  charge  under  the  Statute  were  given, 
and  the  amonnts  actually  charged  were 
set  forth.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  not 
promised  to  make  any  investigation  into 
the  matter  at  the  time  the  disclosure 
was  made,  and  he  .had  not  told  them 
whether  he  had  since  made  any  investi- 
gation into  the  specific  charges.  These 
were  not  the  matters  in  regard  to  which 
the  person  who  had  given  the  informa- 
tion had  been  dismissed.  If  this  man 
had  had  anything  to  do  with  these  things, 
it  was  not  that  he  would  have 

publuhed  his  defalcations  to  the  world. 
At  any  rate,  if  he  had  done  so,  he  should 
have  been  punished.  The  dismissal  was 
owing  to  a  dispute  between  the  person 
dismi^d  and  the  Extractor.  Person- 
ally, he  (Dr.  Cameron)  had  not  investi- 
gated the  matter.  That  duty  devolved 
upon  the  Lord  Advocate.  He  was  bound 
by  Statute  to  look  into  the  charges,  and 
yet  he  had  not  said  that  he  had  looked 
into  them.  He  (Dr.  Cameron)  did  not 
wish  to  go  into  the  dispute  between  this 
man  and  the  Extractor ;  but  desired 
Hmply  to  know  whether  the  list  of 
alleged  over-charges  had  been  investi- 
gated, and  whether  anything  had  been 
done  to  punish  the  individuals  who  made 
them,  and  to  prevent  over-charge  in 
future? 

Thz  LOBD  ADTOOATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balvoto)  said,  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  say  whetbra*  all  the  particular  in- 
stances alleged  in  the  pamphlet  wSioh 
thu  gentleman  had  published  had  beeu 
gone  into  individually ;  but  he  knew 
that,  with  this  document  and  other  docu- 
ments before  them,  the  Treasury  officials 
and  the  Crown  Agent  had  made  the  best 
iuvestigatiou  into  the  matter  they  could, 
jtbere  did  svemf  so  far  aa  BapetriBum 


was  oonoemed,  that  there  had  been  a 
certain  amount  of  laxity  in  looking  after 
the  work  of  subordinate  clerks.  There 
had,  however,  been  nothing  discovered 
reflecting  on  the  integrity  and  honour  of 
the  Extractor.  So  far  as  he  (the  Lord 
Advocate)  knew,  the  only  person  against 
whom  defalcations  appeared  to  be  estab- 
lished was  the  genUeman  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber referred  to.  He  (the  Lord  Advo- 
cate) had  not  gone  fully  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  dismissal.  The  man  denied 
that  he  was  dismissed  on  account  of  the 
alleged  defalcations  about  which  he  had 
given  information,  and  he  (the  Lord 
Advocate)  did  not  say  ha  was;  but  it 
was,  nevertheless,  the  fact  that  this  per- 
son had  been  guilty  of  defalcations  to  a 
very  considerable  extent. 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  again  en- 
tirely evaded  the  point.  As  the  volume 
of  over-charges  referred  to  had  not  been 
published  until  after  the  man  was  dis- 
missed, it  was  impossible  that  he  oonld 
have  l^en  discharged  in  consequence  of 
an  investigation  into  the  over-charges. 
Every  question  he  (Dr.  Cameron)  had 
put  had  been  evaded.  It  appeared  to 
him  that,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  the 
Lord  Advocate,  on  whom  the  statutory 
duty  devolved,  should  look  into  the  mat- 
ter. Therighthon.andleamedGeutlemaa 
said  that,  if  anyone  had  been  wronged, 
he  should  have  proceeded  against  the 
Extractor.  Imagine  a  man  who  had 
been  over-charged  to  the  extent  of  10«. 
bringing  an  action  to  recover  the 
amount.  Winking  at  these  over- 
charges, and  permitting  them,  was  a 
scandal,  and  be  should  therefore,  move 
to  reduce  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£500,  being  the  salary  of  the  principal 
Extractor. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
j  "That  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £42,167,  be 
i  granted  to  Her  Mtyesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
!  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
I  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on 
I  the  Slat  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
I  and  ExpenBes  ot  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice 
{ in  Scotland,  sod  other  Legal  Chai|^"— (i>r. 
I  Cameron.) 
I 

;    Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  23  ; 
Noes  59  :  Majority  36. — (Div.  List, 
No.  16d.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  KENNT  asked  for  an  Ez^a- 
^  nation  of  the  itaaa^Mtl^^iO^^ 
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penses  of  ^nta  attending  to  the  intereats 

of  the  Crown."  It  appeared  from  this 
Vote  that  the  Grown  appointed  the 
agents,  and  paid  them  out  of  the  Oon- 
Bolidated  Fund.  Further  on  there  was 
a  sum  of  £450  for  "  Costs  and  expenses 
recovered  from  the  0£B.ce  of  Woods  in 
actions  to  which  the  Crown  is  a  party ; " 
and,  again,  under  the  heading  "  Law 
Agents'  bills  of  chaises,"  £1,000  for 
the  Office  of  Woods.  Perhaps,  the 
Lord  Advooate  would  explain  these 
items? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BAiiTotra)  said,  the  £1,000  was  the 
solicitor'B  charges  in  certain  cinl  actions. 
The  Agents  for  Woods  and  Forests  were 
charged  for  separately. 

Mb.  BAMSAY  said,  he  voted  in  the 
minority  in  tile  recent  Dirieion  with 
considerable  reluctance,  became  he  h&d 
hitherto  believed  that  the  administration 
of  justice  in  ScoUand  was  free  from  the 
shadow  of  suspicion.  He  felt  that  when 
charges  were  made  against  individuals 
or  Departments  employed  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate 
should,  whether  he  was  bound  by  statu- 
tory obligations  resting  upon  him  or 
not,  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  make 
such  investigations  as  to  whether  the 
individuals  or  Departments  charged  were 
free  from  the  suspicion  of  defalcations 
of  any  kind.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man had  given  a  satisCAotory  explana- 
tion of  the  various  delays  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  various  Departments 
connected  with  the  Supieme  Court.  He 
felt  that  any  undue  delay  in  any  one 
Department  should,  in  the  public  in- 
terest, be  satisfactorily  explained.  He 
felt  that  when  any  aspersions  were  cast 
upon  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
Lord  Advocate  should  not  rest  satisfied 
until  he  had  obtained  fbU  satisfaction  in 
his  own  mind  that  the  whole  adminis- 
tration was  perfectly  pure,  and,  as  he 
(Mr.  Bamsay)  said,  free  from  the 
shadow  of  suspicion.  He  did  not 
regret  having  voted,  apparently,  against 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  beoause  he 
foiled  to  see  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman gave  a  satisfaotoiy  .explanation 
either  as  to  the  delays  he  (Mr.  Bamsay) 
had  referred  to,  or  as  to  the  defal- 
cations which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  admitted  had  occurred,  and 
whidi  -were  a  disgrace  to  the  odminia- 
tration  of  justice  in  ^hax  country. 


The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  he  fully  accepted  ih» 
responsibility  for  the  duty  of  making  an 
investigation  into  such  a  matter  as  that 
alleged ;  and  he  thought  he  stated  that 
he  did  make  an  investigation,  and  that 
the  Treasury,  for  their  own  purposes, 
also  made  an  investigation  at  the  same 
time.  The  result  of  hie  investigation 
was,  that  there  did  appear  to  hare  bean 
some  delay  in  the  extracting  of  judg- 
ments on  the  part  of  subordinate  clerlra; 
but  certainly  nothing  derogatory  at- 
tached to  the  integrity  or  the  honour  of 
the  gentleman  mio  held  the  office  of 
Extractor.  There  hod  beflu  a  certain 
amount  of  complaint  with  regard  to  the 
delay,  and  that  was  one  of  ue  matters 
investigated.  Complaint  was  also  mado 
of  delay  in  the  extracting  of  deeds. 
The  extracting  of  deeds,  however,  be- 
longed to  the  Lord  Clerk  Beg^rter's  De- 
partment, a  Department  for  which  he 
was  in.  no  sense  responsible. 

Mb.  ANDEBSON  asked  what  was 
the  meaning  of  tiie  item  for  investi- 
gating Peerages  ?  Was*  it  not  the  fact 
that  gentlemen  who  claimed  Peerages 
had  to  make  their  own  investigations, 
and  pay  the  cost  of  such  investiga- 
tions? 

Thb  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BALPOtm)  said,  that  since  he  had  held 
the  Office  he  had  now  the  honour  to 
hold,  there  had  not  be«i  any  charge 
under  this  head  that  had  actually  come 
against  the  Grown,  because  there  had 
not  been  any  Scotch  Peen^  cases 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years  ;  but 
it  had  always  been  the  practioe,  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  for  those  who 
represented  the  Crown,  which  was  the 
fountain  of  honour,  to  see  that  any 
claims  which  were  made  to  Peerages  in 
either  country  were  not  allowed  to  pass 
unless  they  were  satisfied  that  the  claims 
had  been  made  out.  Accordingly,  it  had 
always  been  the  custom  that,  in  Peerage 
cases  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Attor- 
ney General  in  the  case  of  England, 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  in  tiie  case  of 
Sootiand,  had  appeared  in  fulfilment  of 
their  duty  as  representing  the  Crown, 
from  which  all  honours  flowed.  He  had 
never  had  the  honour  of  appearing  in 
such  a  case ;  but  if  a  chum  to  a  Scotch 
Peerage  came  to  be  made,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Crown  Solidtors  to  make 
certain  investigations,  so  that  the  Grown 
might  be  advised  whether  the  claim  was 
vaa-toundfld  or  j^^^,^|43^©gt^ 
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of  Pririleges,  when  they  came  to  hear 
a  Peerage  case,  always  expected  that 
counsel  representing  the  Grown  should 
aum  up  the  case,  and  indicate  whether 
the  Oomraittee  ought  or  ought  not  to 
grant  the  title. 

Mk.  BAMSAY  said,  he  should  like  the 
ngbt  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
hori  Advocate  to  say  who  was  respon- 
nble  for  the  provision  of  such  an  ade- 
quate staff  as  would  aeoure  that  there 
•bould  be  no  delay  in  any  Department 
with  regard  to  deeds  or  extraots  of  deeds  ? 
Perhape  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tiemaa  might  tell  him  that  it  was  the 
Treasury,  and  not  himself  personally, 
who  was  responsible  for  the  appointment 
of  such  a  staff  as  would  guard  against 
undue  delay.  If  the  Treasury  was 
responsible,  the  iuj  ustice  was  more  aggra- 
vated, because  the  people  of  Scotland 
paid  fees  adequate  to  secure  despatch. 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  last  question  of  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Bamsay)  related  not  to 
the  Vote  applicable  to  Jj&vr  and  Justice, 
but  to  the  Vote  relative  to  the  Begister 
House.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  the 
Treasury  and  the  Begistoir  General's 
Department  who  were  responsible.  He 
did  not  feel  competent  to  go  fully  into 
the  aubjeot ;  but  he  might  point  out  that 
it  would  not  be  quite  just  to  assume  that 
wherever  there  waa  delay  there  was  ne- 
ceaaarily  blame,  beoaose  there  were  cer- 
tain fnuctionB  requiring  to  be  performed 
both  in  the  writing  up  of  registers  and 
in  the  making  of  extracts,  which,  from 
their  very  nature,  prevented  more  than 
a  certain  number  of  persons  being  em 
ployed  on  the  work  simultaneously.  The 
work  would  be  done,  he  was  sure,  with 
all  due  despatch,  and  whatever  st^  was 
necessary  would  be  employed. 

Me.  ABTHUE  AENOLD  wished  to 
ask  a  question  with  reference  to  a  De- 
partment in  which  he  had  taken  consi- 
derable interest — namely,  that  of  Woods 
and  Forests.  He  noticed  that  in  this 
Vote  there  was  a  charge  of  £1,000  for 
"  Law  Agents'  bills  of  charges  for  the 
Office  of  Woods  and  Forests."  He  was 
•peaking  from  memory ;  but  he  thought 
he  was  quite  correct  in  si^ng  that  tiie 
Crown  woods  and  Forests  in  ScotUmd 
were  confined  to  six  farms  in  Caithness. 
Was  it  possible  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, there  should  be  a  charge  of 
£1,000  for  law  agents'  charges  ? 

Th»  LOBD  advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BAURnnt)  Mid,  that  all  the  Crown  fiahe- 


ries  and  tcdnda,  and  such  things,  in  Scot- 
land came  under  this  head.  It  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  hon.  Member  (Mr, 
Arthur  Arnold)  to  know  that  the  law 
chafes  of  the  Department  had  reiy 
largely  diminished  of  late  years.  There 
was  less  litigation  than  formerly. 

Ma.  ABTHUB  ABNOLD  said,  that 
fisheries  could  not  come  under  the  head 
of  Woods  and  Forests. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfottb)  said,  the  public  fisheries  did 
not,  but  the  Crown  salmon  fisheries  cer- 
tainly did ;  and  many  of  the  greatest 
questions  that  had  arisen  in  the  Dqnrt- 
ment  had  related  to  salmon  fisheries, 
and  also  to  foreshores. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOB  said,  the 
Lord  Advocate  had  not  explained  how 
the  £1,000  for  expenses  of  agents  attend- 
ing to  the  interests  of  the  Grown  was 
distributed.  All  he  had  given  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  was,  although  some 
years  ago  a  good  portion  of  the  money 
went  for  investigating  Peerage  claims, 
of  late  years  no  such  work  had  been 
done.  If  that  was  the  case,  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  want  all  the  money,  and 
it  would  be  fair  to  move  a  reduction  of 
the  Vote  for  that  reason  alone.  But 
with  regard  to  the  Office  of  Woods,  the 
explanation  of  the  Lord  Advocate  did 
not  appear  to  explain  anything.  Th^ 
found  that  £450  waa  set  down  for  office 
work  in  the  Office  of  Woods ;  bnt  three 
lines  above  tiiat  £1,000  was  ohaxged.  for 
the  Office  of  Woods.  It  would  occur  to 
anybody  that  if  £1,000  was  charged  for 
the  Office  of  Woods,  and  if  costs  and 
expenses  were  recovered  to  the  amount 
of  £450,  that  £450  might  well  come  out 
of  the  £1,000;  but,  instead  of  that,  it 
was  added  to  it.  There  must  be  an 
error  there.  If  there  was  not,  then  an 
explanation  was  wanted.  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
give  the  Committee  further  information  ? 

The  LOBD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
would  see  that  the  £1,000  was  followed 
by  £600  for  "other  departments."  Then 
there  waa  an  estimated  reduction  for 
probable  amount  to  be  recoTered  within 
the  year  of  £300,  and  that  brought  the 
estimate  down  to  £1,200.  The  estimate 
did  not  seem  to  him  to  suggest  the  diffi- 
culty which  ooourred  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOB  said,  thai 
if  the  £300  vas  d^^pg^  J^b^^^ 
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was  charged  on  the  Tery  same  account, 
there  must  he,  according  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  own  show- 
ing, an  error  of  £150. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  said,  the  hon.  Member  must 
Bee  that  the  £300  was  set  down  as  the 
probable  amount  to  be  recovered  during 
the  year,  while  the  £400  was  an  absolute 
charge. 

Ms.  AETHUE  O'OONNOS  said, 
these  wfflre  estamates,  and  not  actual 
sums  at  all,  they  were  dealing  with,  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  not  said  how  it 
was  he  asked  for  £1,000  for  agents,  the 
need  for  whose  servioes  he  himself  ad- 
mitted no  longer  existed. 

Mb.  KENNT  said,  this  was  a  case 
which  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  would,  no  doubt,  understand. 
Perhaps  he  would  explain  it  to  theOom- 
mittee  ? 

Mb.  OOtJETNET  pointed  out  that 
the  amounts  recovered  were  put  down  in 
diminution  of  the  sums  charged.  As  to 
the  "expenses  of  agents  attending  to 
the  interests  of  the  Crown,"  the  item 
varied  from  year  to  year ;  it  varied  to  a 
large  extent  from  the  want  of  regular 
recurrence  of  Peerage  claims.  For  in- 
stance, the  item  charged  under  this  head 
in  1868  was  £2,337;  in  1879,  £648  ;  in 
1880,  £1,212 ;  and  in  1882,  £2,609.  In 
that  jear  there  were  two  Peerage  daims, 
including  the  Annandale  case.  It  was 
hoped  that  £1,000  would  cover  the  ex- 
penses during  the  next  year.  If  any 
expenses  were  not  incurred,  of  course, 
the  money  would  not  be  paid. 

Me.  ANDERSON  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  hon.  Qentleman's  (Mr.  Court- 
ney's) answer  was  quite  clear.  £300 
was  set  down  as  the  probable  amount 
which  would  be  recovered,  and  it  was 
deducted;  but  £450  was  the  amount 
actually  recovered,  and  that  was  charged. 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  that  the  true 
explanation  of  the  matter  was  that  in 
the  one  case  the  recovery  was  from  the 
OrowDi  and  in  the  other  case  against  the 
Crown. 

Mb.  EAMSAY  said,  he  had  always 
understood  that  those  who  inherited 
Peerages  were  made  to  pay  certain  sums 
for  the  honours  they  acquired.  "Why 
shonld  they  not  pay  this  £1,000?  He 
did  not  see  any  reason  why  the  expoises 
connected  with  the  investigation  of  Peer- 
age claims  should  fall  as  a  charge  on  the 
publio.  The  public  took  no  interest  in 
tile  Peerages,  and,  therefore,  they  should 


not  be  required  to  pay  any  expenses 
connected  with  their  investigation. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  believed 
that  if  a  debit  and  credit  account  were 
made  out,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
fees  paid  by  the  persons  claiming  Peer- 
ages wonld  very  much  exceed  the  fees 
which  were  paid  to  the  Law  Officers  for 
conducting  the  investigations.  It  must 
be  obvious  to  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Ramsay)  that  when  a  person  made  a 
claim  to  a  Peerage  which  had  been  in 
abeyance,  it  was  necessary  that  some 
public  officer  dhould  attend  and  watch 
the  ease  on  behalf  of  the  Crown.  It 
oould  not  be  expected  that  the  applicant 
should  pay  the  expenses  of  his  enemy  as 
well  as  bis  own. 

Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  QuestiojL  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £24,603,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  Bum 
neeeBsary  to  defray  the  Charge  vhich  vill  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  ye&r  ending  on 
the  Slat  day  of  March  188f,f6ruie  Sslaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  OflSoes  in  Her  Majesty's  Ge- 
neral Register  House,  Edinburgh." 

Mr.  FEASEE-MACKINTOSH  said, 
the  administration  of  the  Register  House 
excited  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  Edin- 
burgh. There  were  several  grievances 
in  connection  with  that  administration 
which  he  would  endeavour  to  explain  as 
briefly  as  possible.  A  few  years  ago, 
the  clerks  and  other  officials  in  the  Re- 
gister Rouse,  Edinburgh,  were  made 
Civil  servants,  and  the  charge  for  them 
put  upon  the  Treasury,  Amongst  the 
arrangements  that  were  made,  first, 
second  and  third  class  clerks  were  cre- 
ated. As  to  the  6rst  class  clerks,  he  had 
no  observation  to  make;  but  in  respect 
to  the  second  and  third  class  clerks,  the 
complaint  of  the  tliird  class  clerks  was, 
that  while  their  rate  of  remuneration 
was  very  much  below  that  of  second 
class  clerks,  their  duties  were  decidedly 
the  same.  In  answer  to  a  Question  he 
(Mr.  Mackintosh)  put  some  time  a^, 
the  Lord  Advocate  stated  that  the  duties 

i  of  the  two  classes  were  analogous,  but 
that  the  quality  of  the  work  was  mnoh 

I  better  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

'  While  the  second  class  clerks  bi^an  at 
£170  and  rose  to  £240,  the  third  class 
clerks  commenced  at  £90  and  increased 
to  £160.  The  second  class  clerks  were 
12  in  number,  and  the  ^4rd  class  63. 

^  The  latter  thoug|f|i,iti^  <«idi^gte  to 
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perform  exactly  the  same  duties  as  the 
second  class  clerks,  they  were  7ery  im- 
propwly  and  unfairly  treated .  He 
thought  it  was  a  matter  which  ought  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Treasury.  The 
eDgrossing  clerks,  also,  had  a  grievauoe. 
Those  clerks  were  only  paid  for  the  work 
they  did}  and  he  believed  that  in  the 
ag^^gate  something  like  £8,000  was 
paui  them.  They  did  important  work, 
because  accuracy  in  the  engrossment  of 
the  public  records  was  most  essential. 
Some  time  ago,  these  clerks  sent  a  Memo- 
rial to  the  Lords  Oommissionws  of  the 
Treasury  in  which  they  set  forth  the 
moat  depressing  effect  which  certain 
recent  regulations  had  had  upon  them. 
Amongst  others,  it  was  stated  that  an 
errors*  book  was  kept,  and  the  result  of 
the  audit  had  been  that  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  every  engrossing  clerk  | 
bad  been  fined  from  one  month^  to  10  | 
weeks'  salary.  Recently  an  order  bad  ; 
been  issued  threatening  even  a  more 
severe  punishment ;  and  the  Memo- 
rialists complained  that  the  suspi- 
cions and  threatening  had  a  very  de- 
moralizing influence  upon  them,  and 
made  them  work  in  duly  fear.  Now, 
this  was  a  lamentable  state  of  matters 
to  have  in  any  Public  Office.  Some  of  | 
the  clerks  were  obliged  to  work  some-  j 
times  70  hours  a-wwk,  and  jet  their ! 
payment  was  not  grwterthan  that  made 
to  similar  clerks  60  or  70  yea»  ago. 
He  held  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Treasury 
to  look  into  the  grievances  of  these  dorks 
without  delay.  Another  point  he  had 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Qom- 
mittee  was  that  the  fees  for  searches 
charged  in  the  Register  House  were 
much  larger  than  necessary,  and  out- 
siders took  up  the  1:  usiness  and  undersold 
the  Government.  It  was  of  importance 
ihaX  the  Treasury  should  look  into  this 
matter,  and  consider  whether  or  not 
they  should  any  longer  permit  these 
high  changes  to  be  made,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  permit  outside  people 
to  make  use  of  the  public  records  at  a 
Tery  small  charge.  A  further  point  was 
that  for  a  great  number  of  years  the 
receipts  in  ibis  Office  had  far  exceeded 
the  expenses.  In  the  last  10  years, 
nearly  £40,000  had  been  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  proprietors  of  land  and 
houses  in  Scotland,  while  the  expenses 
had  not  reached  nearly  that  amount. 
Complaints  had  been  made  to  the  Trea- 
sury upon  this  subject,  and  a  Depart- 
mental inquiry  had  been  made,  but  the 


result  had  not  been  satisfactory ;  and  he 
thought  that  an  inquiry  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  was  the  only  way 
of  properly  dealing  with  the  matter, 
and  no  other  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  public,  or  those  more  immediately 
coQcemed. 

Mb.  J.  A.  OAMFBELL  said,  that  he 
had  much  pleasure  in  supporting  thecom- 
plaint  put  forward  by  his  hon.  Friend 
opposite.  The  grievances  of  the  clerks  of 
the  Sasines  Office  had  been  frequently 
brought  before  the  public  in  recent 
years,  and  always  in  a  quiet  and  tem- 
perate manner.  He  (Mr.  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell) thought  that  the  patience  and 
moderation  which  the  clerks  of  this  Office 
had  shown  in  prosecuting  their  com- 
plaints entitled  them  to  favourable  con- 
sideration. It  was  impossible  to  ex- 
aggerate the  importance  of  the  Sasines 
Ofhce  to  the  public ;  and  it  was  certainly 
a  serious  matter  that  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  the  staff  should  be  discontented 
and  feel  that  they  had  serious  grounds 
for  complaint  against  the  Government. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Inverness  (Mr. 
Fraser-Macklntosh)  had  referred  to  the 
number  of  the  third  class  clerks.  These 
clerks  numbered  no  less  than  63,  while 
tbere  were  only  12  second  class  olraks; 
80  that  the  63  third  class  derks  saw 
little  pTOspeot  of  promotion  into  the 
second  class.  While  their  remuaeratioa 
was  very  much  less  than  tiiat  given  to 
the  second  class  derks,  their  work  was 
of  equal  importance.  In  a  Memorial 
which  they  presented  they  stated  that 
the  work  of  the  two  classes  was  abso- 
lutely the  same.  It  would  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  Estimates  that  the  third 
class  derks  began  at  £90  a-year,  and 
reached  no  higher  salary  than  £160 
a-^ear,  which  was  £10  less  than  the 
minimimi  salary  of  second  class  clerks. 
In  the  Treasury  Minute,  dated  March 
8th,  something  like  a  promise  had  been 
made  to  tJiese  third  dass  clerks  that  their 
case  should  be  considered,  it  being  stated 
that  the  number  of  the  second  classderks 
would  be  subjected  to  revision  hereafter 
when  experience  had  shown  to  what 
proporticm  of  the  staff  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  intrust  work  which  they  at  pre- 
sent performed.  These  derks  loosed 
upon  that  as  indicating  a  probabilityt 
although  it-  was  not  an  absolute  pro- 
mise, that  thdr  case  would  be  recon- 
sidered before  much  time  Jmd  elapsed. 
They  felt  that  now  suffideot  ezpenence 
had  been  obtained 
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OflBce  to  enable  the  Txvemmj  to  come  to  , 
a  deoiBi<m  upon  tiieir  Memorial,  and  | 
vhat  they  wked  for  was  a  publio 
inquiry  such  as  was  held  some  years 
ago  with  regard  to  the  Deeds  Office  in  , 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  opposite  had 
also  referred  to  clerks  who  were  de- 
scribed in  the  EBtimates  as  copyists. 
Their  grierance  was  that,  owing  to 
changes  adopted  by  the  Keeper  of  the 
HegLster  of  Saaines,  their  power  of  ob- 
taining emoluments  had  been  reduced, 
new  duties  having  been  imposed  upon 
them  whioh  interfered  with  their  oppor- 
tunities of  earning  money.  Their  pre- 
sent rate  of  pay  was  the  same  as  it  was 
70  years  ago,  but  owing  to  the  changes 
made  in  the  Department  they  could 
now  only  earn  4d.  for  an  amount  of 
work  for  whioh  they  formerly  reoeired 
aizpenoe.  The  consequeaoe  was,  that  in 
order  to  earn  a  decent  livelihood  they 
had  to  work  from  60  to  70  hours  a-week. 
Some  time  ago  there  were  serious  frauds 
oommittedinthis  Office,  which  were  traced 
to  some  of  the  engrossing  clerks.  It  was 
impossible,  of  course,  to  excuse  fraud ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  when  a  fraud 
was  committed  by  an  under-paid  servant, 
there  was  some  ground  for  reflection  on 
the  employer  as  welL  The  public  con- 
fidence in  this  Office  had  been  consider- 
ably shaken  by  the  frauds  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  and  a  very  serious  reflection 
was  cast  upon  the  general  management 
of  tiie  Office.  He  bad  no  iotention  of 
throwing  blame  on  the  highly  respect- 
able and  able  gentleman  who  was  Keepw 
of  this  Office.  He  was  a  man  of  first-rate 
position,  and  great  ability,  and  had  in- 
troduced many  improvements  in  the 
administration  of  the  Ofi&oe.  But  there 
was  this  serious  defect,  that,  b^ng  a 
gentleman  in  large  private  practice,  he 
could  not  devote  very  much  time  to 
the  Keepership.  He  would  not  say  that 
it  might  not  be  the  right  tiling  to  have  a 
man  of  his  position  at  the  head  of  the 
Office,  but  he  would  say  that  if  it  was, 
there  ought  to  be  a  Deputy  Keeper 
also,  a  professional  man  of  high  stand- 
ing, who  could  give  the  whole  of  his  time 
to  the  duties  of  the  Office.  In  answer 
to  the  possible  objection  that  this  would 
involve  an  additional  charge,  he  would 
repeat  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Inverness  had  stated,  that  the  Office 
yielded  to  Government  a  large  profit — 
he  believed  of  from  £8,000  to  £10,000 
a-year.  There  was,  tlwrefbre,  no  rea- 
son whatever  for  sparing  expense  in 

Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell 


order  to  haTe  the  work  of  the  (MBoe 
thoroughly  and  efficiently  done.  But  in 
urging  on  the  (Government  that  the 
Memorial  of  these  olecks  should  receive 
favourable  consideration,  and  that  a 
pubHo  inquiry  into  the  whole  condition 
and  management  of  this  Office  should  be 
held,  he  desired  to  say  ttuit  that  would 
be  the  shortest  and  the  best  way  of 
restoring  public  confidence. 

Me.  ANDERSON  said,  that,  in  sup- 
porting what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Inverness  had  steted,  he  would  like  to 
add  that  these  engrossing  clerks  had  not 
only  complained  of  the  time  their  duties 
occupied,  but  that  they  were  not  in  any 
way  on  tiie  permanent  staff.  They 
might  go  on  year  after  year,  but  they 
had  no  hope  of  bmng  taken  on  to  tiie 
permanent  staff.  In  former  years,  the 
permanent  staff  was  open  to  wem ;  bat 
they  were  now  absolutely  debarred  from 
being  taken  into  the  third  class  of  clerks, 
and  so  from  being  placed  on  the  per- 
manent staff.  That  was  a  great  hard- 
ship upon  them.  There  was  nothing 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  other  clerks, 
and  there  was  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  have  these  means  of  promoti(Hi  open 
to  them  if  they  were  able  to  pass  a  Civil 
Service  examination.  Some  of  thenr, 
possibly,  would  not  be  able  to  do  that, 
but  at  least  they  oUght  to  have  the 
opportunity ;  and  he  thought  that  when 
vacancies  occurred  in  the  third  class, 
preference  should  be  given  to  these  en- 
grossing clerks. 

Mb.  DICK-PEDDIE  reminded  the 
Committee  that,  two  years  ago,  he 
brought  the  grievances  of  these  clerks 
before  the  House.  The  grievanoea  of 
the  third  class  clerks  had  been  wcdl 
steted  by  the  hon.  Membra  for  Inverness, 
but  they  had  not  been  stated  so  fully  aa 
they  should  be.  Their  chief  grievance 
was  not  80  much  that  their  salaries  were 
inadequato  when  compared  with  those  of 
the  second  class  clerks,  aa  that  they  were 
inadequate  when  compared  with  those  of 
clerks  in  all  other  branches  of  the  Civil 
Service.  In  this  connection  it  might  be 
well  to  compare  the  Begister  House  in 
Edinburgh  with  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
in  Ireland.  The  latter  Office  contained 
only  45  first,  second,  and  third  class 
clerks,  whose  salaries  amounted  to 
£12,585 ;  while  in  the  Sasine  Depart- 
ment of  the  Begister  House  in  Edin- 
burgh there  were  83  clerks,  whosesalariea 
amounted  to  £13,115.  If  the  clerks  in 
Edinburgh  werej«d^^ 
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the  Irish  olertcB,  their  salaries  should 
amount  to  £22,672.  The  work  in  the 
Edinburgh  Office  was  of  a  Torj  superior 
kind  compared  widi  that  in  the  Dublin 
Office.  In  theEdinbuigh  Office  the  clerks 
Tegistered  in  the  publio  records  a  great 
variety  of  writs  affecting  land  in  Scot- 
land, and  on  the  accuracy  of  those  re- 
cords depended  tiiie  validity  of  all  titles 
to  land  in  that  country.  They  were 
not  only  required  to  pass  Oivil  Serrice 
examinationst  but  had  to  go  through 
a  good  deal  of  legal  training,  and  many 
<tf  them  had  attended  the  legal  course 
in  the  University.  In  Ireland  no  such 
qualification  was  required.  The  only 
qualification  there  was  the  passing  the 
Giril  Serriee  examination.  But  ^e 
Scotch  clerks,  doing  much  more  onerous 
work  than  ^ose  in  Ireland,  were  paid 
leas  than  two-thirds  of  the  amount  paid 
for  infcrrior  work  in  the  Irish  Office.  In 
the  Saaine  Office  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
third  class  clerks  to  prepare  minutes  of 
all  the  deeds  presented  for  registration. 
In  Ireland  these  minutes  were  prepared 
by  the  soHcitorB  of  the  persons  whose 
deeds  were  presented,  and  thus  a  laige 
expense  fell  on  the  dienta  of  these  eolici  • 
tors  from  which  persane  presentingdeeds 
fm  registration  in  Scotland  were  exempt. 
"Wliile  all  claasea  of  darks  io  the  Begis- 
ter  Houao  in  Edinburgh  were  paid  on  a 
mudh  lower  scale  than  that  on  whieh  the 
elwb  in  the  Irish  Begistiy  of  Deeds 
were  paid,  the  third  dass  clerks  in  Edin- 
burgh had  a  special  ground  for  com- 
plaint. Kot  only  was  the  scale  of  their 
pay  very  low,  but  their  chances  of  pro- 
motion were  very  small.  In  the  ^sh 
Office  the  third  class  clerks  had  a  salary 
beginning  at  £90  and  rising  by  annual 
increments  of  £10  to  £170.  In  the 
Scottish  Office  the  salary  also  began  at 
£90,  but  it  rose  by  annual  increments  of 
only  £5  to  £160.  But  in  Ireland  the 
■econd  and  third  class  clerks  were  nearly 
equal  in  numbers,  while  in  Scotland  the 
aacond  class  clerks  were  12  in  number, 
and  the  Hard  class  derka  60.  The  result 
was  that  in  Scotland  the  tiiird  dass 
(dorks,  doing  exactly  Uie  same  work  as 
tins  second  dass,  had  but  little  chance  of 
piMnotion,  and  oonld  hardly  look  to  get 
into  tho  second  classnntil  after  S5  to  30 
years  of  aerrice.  It  might  be  said  that  the 
Irish  clerks  wore  overpaid ,  and  that  their 
being  so  was  no  reason  for  overpaying 
the  Scotch  derks ;  but  he  did  not  think 
the  Irish  derks  wore  overpaid,  and  the 
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Fioannial  Secretary  had  not,  when  the 
Vote  was  discussed,  two  years  ago,  ven- 
tured to  say  that  they  were.  He  (Mr. 
Diok-Peddie)  believed  that  they  were 
underpaid.  When  he  brought  this  mat- 
ter forward,  two  years  ago,  the  Finandal 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  stated,  as  a 
justification  for  thu  low  rate  of  pay,  that 
the  Government  could  easily  find  other 
persons  able  and  willing  to  do  this  work 
at  the  same  rate.  If  they  were  to  act 
upon  tiiat  test,  they  might,  perhaps,  be 
able  to  effect  a  large  saving  in  many  De- 
partments of  the  Public  Service,  and 
might  begin  with  advantage  by  applying ' 
it  to  some  of  the  occupants  of  the  Trea- 
sury Bench.  He  aor<uaIly  supported  the 
suggestion  that  a  Select  Committee  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  this  case, 
as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Irish 
Deeds  Office  some  years  ago. 

Sir  H.  ASSHETON  OKOSS  said,  that 
this  was  a  question  which  in  former 
years  he  had  considered,  and  the  first 
conclusion  he  came  to  was  that  these 
derks  had  always  put  forward  their 
grievances  in  the  best  spirit  of  modera- 
tion. He  was  certain  it  would  be  for 
the  public  advantage  that,  if  the  alleged 
grievances  did  exist,  the  derks  should 
at  least  fed  that  their  case  had  been 
fully  inqmred  into  before  a  resolution 
was  oome  to  upon  the  subject  Th^ 
had  sent  Uemorials  to  the  Treasury; 
but  they  felt  that  those  Memorials  had 
never  been'properly  attended  to,  as  simi- 
lar Memorials  from  the  Irish  Office  had 
been  some  years  ago.  An  Office  of  such 
importance  as  this  to  the  country  should 
be  above  all  suspicion  of  error  in  any 
way,  and  the  derks  should,  at  all  events, 
be  satisfied  that  there  had  been  a  full 
inquiry  into  their  grievances.  They 
were  not  satisfied  at  present,  and  he 
thought  it  rested  with  the  Government 
to  accede  to  their  extremely  just  claim. 
This  was  an  Office  which  returned  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  the  Treasury,  and  these 
derks  were  not  asking  for  a  single  far- 
thing beyond  what  was  fair.  They  were 
putting  a  large  sum  of  money  into  the 
Treasttty ;  and,  while  he  agreed  that  the 
Treasory  dionld  see  that  a  ^per  margin 
of  profit  was  obtained  from  this  Depart- 
ment, th^  ought  to  give  the  derks,  who 
earned  the  money,  proper  remuneration. 
But  there  was  no  chanoe  of  the  Treasury 
suffering,  and  he  believed  that  before 
long  it  would  become  a  fair  question 
whether  the  fees  charged  at^this  Office 
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should  not  be  diminished.  That  was  a 
matter  which  would  have  to  be  tho- 
roughly discussed ;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  whole  subject  would  receive  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  GoTemment. 
He  wished  to  put  one  question  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  upon  another  point  affect- 
ing the  Registry  of  Deeds.  There  were 
two  systems  of  working  up  the  arrears, 
and  it  was  decided  that  both,  systems 
should  be  kept  up,  iu  order  that  there 
should  not  be  any  arrears.  But  he  could 
not  imagine  why  the  official  staff  had 
not  been  employed  in  this  work  ?  He 
'was  perfectly  aware  of  the  great  services 
rendered  in  this  Office  by  Mr.Brodie;  but 
he  thought  Mr.  Brodie's  time  was  so 
much  occupied  with  other  matters  that 
he  had  uc^  sufficient  leisure  for  the 
duties  of  Uiis  Office ;  and  he  ui^ed  that 
whenever  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  post 
which  Mr.  Brodie  held,  some  person 
shotdd  be  appointed  to  it  who  wtmld  be 
able  to  derote  very  much  more  time  to 
its  duties. 

Mr.  COUBTNEY  stated  that  the 
amount  of  salary  of  clerks  and  pay- 
ment of  copyists  came  to  £25,550  a- 
year ;  but  there  must  be  added  to 
that  amount  two  items,  before  it  was 
possible  to  obtain  a  just  account  of 
profit  and  loss — namely,  the  amount  for 
pensions,  which  was,  in  fact,  deferred 
pay,  and  the  amount  for  stationery. 
The  Non-Effective  Vote  for  the  whole 
Office  was  £4,800.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  Office  only  just  paid  its' way. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  B.  Asshe- 
ton  Cross)  had  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  application  of  these  clerks  was 
a  just  one.  [Sir  B.  Assbbtoh  Oaoss: 
A  just  application  for  inquiry.]  Well, 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  know 
whether  there  had  been  an  inquiry  7  This 
Office  was  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  in 
1881,  upon  an  application  of  the  Depart- 
mental clerks.  With  regard  to  the  diffe- 
rent classes  of  clerks  in  this  Office,  the 
grievance  was  that  the  copyists  did 
not  become  third  class  clerks,  and  the 
third  class  clerks  did  not  become  second 
class  clerks.  The  third  class  clerks  were 
in  an  enviable  position  when  copyists 
were  talked  of,  and  in  a  deplorable  posi- 
tion when  their  own  claims  were  urg^d. 
He  wished  to  put  it  to  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers, whether  they  were  goiag  to  pay  for 
what  was,  to  a  large  extent,  only  routine 
work  the  same  rates  which  prevailed  in 
mexoantils  officcfl,  or  whether  th^y  were 
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goinf^  to  pay  some  fancy  rates  fixed  by 
the  judgment  of  the  clerks  themselves  f 
The  appeals  made  by  the  Scotch  Members 
were  appeals  to  the  benevolence  of  that 
House,  at  the  cost  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  There  was  nothiag 
that  he  was  aware  of  to  render  it  neces- 
sary to  deal  with  this  Office  on  principles 
different  from  those  which  were  applied 
in  the  case  of  other  branches  of  the 
Civil  Service.  The  claim  of  these  clerks, 
which  the  tight  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Sit  B.  Assheton  Cross)  said  was  a  just 
one,  had  been  duly  examined  at  the 
time  when  the  Office  was  re-arranged  in 
1881.  Since  then,  he  believed  that  two 
Memorials  had  been  received,  and  in 
each  case  the  position  of  the  clerks  had 
been  reconsidered.  The  Petition  of  the 
clerks,  referred  to  |nrticularly  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Inverness  (Mr.  Fraser- 
Mackintosh)  and  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Univer- 
sities (Mr.  J.  A.  Oampbell),  had  been 
fully  considered  two  months  ago.  Ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  Edinburgh 
lor  further  light  upon  the  matter ;  but 
in  view  of  the  Beport  received,  and  of  the 
Memorials  themselves,  the  Treasury  had 
not  seen  any  ground  for  acceding  to  the 
application  for  an  improvement  of  terms. 
He  very  much  regretted  that  the  rate  of 
remuneration  of  writers  should  be  so 
low  ;  the  Treasury  would  be  glad  to  see 
an  improvement  in  that  respect;  but 
they  could  not  increase  the  salaries  of 
these  individuals  at  the  expense  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country.  Very  proper 
rules  had  been  laid  down  in  the  Office  to 
insure  the  correctness  of  the  copying 
work,  one  of  which  was  that  the  copyists 
should  be  fined  for  errors.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  perfectly  just  that  the  oon> 
sequences  of  these  errors  shonld,  to 
some  extent,  be  visited  on  those  who 
made  tbem ;  the  Memorialists,  however, 
asked  to  to  relieved  from  the  conse- 
quences of  their  own  carelessness.  That 
application  had  been  fairly  considered ; 
it  had  been  judged  on  its  merits ;  it  had 
been  referred  and  reported  upon ;  and 
the  Government  were  obliged  to  say,  re- 
luctantly, that  it  was  impossible  to  ac- 
cede to  the  principles  set  forth  in  the 
Memorial.  In  replying  to  the  appeals  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Inverness,  and 
other  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen, 
he  addressed  himself  to  a  general  prin> 
ciple,  and  upon  that  general  principle 
he  felt  that  the  common  sense  of  the 
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House,  as  well  as  public  opinion,  should 
resist  these  appphcations  for  inoreased 
pay  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayer. 

Co£ONXL  NOLAN  said,  that  there 
were  no  less  than  12  men  in  the  Regis- 
try of  Deeds  Office,  Edinbui^h,  who  got 
£500  a-year,  as  compared  with  four 
persons  in  the  Irish  Office.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  whole  number  of  Curators 
and  Assistant  Keepers,  with  salaries 
rising  to  £550  a-year,  there  was  nothing 
like  a  corresponding  arrangement  in  the 
Dublin  Office.  He  thought  the  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  not  gone  with  sufficient  fulness  into 
the  case,  and  that  hon.  Members  on 
those  Benches  would  require  some  fur- 
ther particulars.  Their  oontentioa  was 
that  the  Civil  Service  system,  as  between 
the  two  countries,  should  be  the  same, 
and  if  a  Committee  were  moved  for  to 
consider  whether  the  employi*  should 
be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  he  should 
•npport  the  Motion. 

Dfi.  GAKEBON  said,  he  thought 
that  a  great  deal  more  might  be  done 
with  re^rd  to  this  Office  in  the  interest 
of  the  taxpayer  than  had  been  done. 
He  was  amused  at  the  facility  with 
which  that  rigid  political  economist  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  denounced 
appeals  to  the  benevolence  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  also  at  his  remark 
that  men  must  be  justly  punished  if 
they  made  mistakes.  Why,  the  Keeper 
of  the  Begistry  of  Sasines  received 
£1,000  a- year  as  salary,  and  Parliament 
had  decreed  that  ho  should  devote  the 
whole  of  his  time  to  that  important 
Office.  But  he  and  his  hon.  Friends  had 
heard  tiiat  he  had  another  Office, 
and  that  his  present  bueinesa  left  him 
no  time  to  attend  to  tiie  important 
datiee  of  the  Register  House.  He 
a^ed  where  was  this  severe  appli- 
cation of  the  principles  of  political 
economy  to  begin  and  to  end  ?  All  they 
asked  was  that  there  should  be  an  in- 
quiry into  the  condition  o£  affairs  at  the 
Begister  House.  He  reminded  the 
Committee  that  in  the  course  of  the 
trial  of  certain  clerks  of  the  Office,  one 
of  the  counsel  declared  that  the  Register 
House  was  rotten  from  top  to  bottom. 
Departmental  inquiries,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, were  of  no  use,  because  the 
only  desire  would  be  to  hush  np  the 
bn^  of  the  jobs  that  were  perpetrated. 
!the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, composed  of  Members  of  that 
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House,  would,  he  was  oonvinoedt  be  at- 
tended with  very  different  results ;  and 
although  the  conduct  of  some  overpaid 
officials  in  oonneotion  with  the  Depart- 
ment might  be  gone  into,  (he  result,  in 
his  opinion,  comd  not  ful  to  he  of  bene- 
fit to  the  public  interest.  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  stated  that  the 
surplus  of  the  Department  derived  from 
the  fees  was  not  great ;  but  that  was  not 
due  to  the  amount  paid  for  the  labour 
of  copjnsts  and  clerks.  With  regard  to 
the  alteration  in  the  arrangements  to 
which  the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  referred,  he  re- 
minded the  Committee  that  it  was  only 
when  the  state  of  things  at  the  Register 
House  became  a  public  scandal,  and  a 
lively  interest  was  taken  iu  it  by  the 
people,  that  any  reform  was  introduced, 
and  then  all  that  was  done  was  to  adopt 
the  Glasgow  system  which  had  been  for 
years  in  operation  w2th  regard  to  the 
registration  of  titles.  But  there  was  an- 
other point.  His  hon.  BMend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Inverness  Burgh8(Mr.  Fraser- 
Mackintosh^  had  referred  to  the  great 
difference  between  the  charges  made  by 
private  and  official  searchers,  and  the  re- 
suit  this  difference  had  in  throwiug  busi- 
ness into  the  hands  of  private  searchers. 
He  would  ask  whether  the  interest  of  the 
taxpayer  might  not  be  served  by 
reducing  the  large  official  chaigea  ? 
Finally,  he  thought  every  reason  pointed 
to  the  desirability  of  instituting  a 
public  inquiry  in  order  to  see  whether 
the  working  of  the  Department  might 
be  improved,  and  whether  they  could 
cut  down  tbe  salaries  of  men  who, 
although  highly  paid,  did  not  attend 
to  their  work.  For  these  reasons,  if 
his  hon.  Friend  divided  the  Oommittee 
on  his  Amendment,  he  should  certainly 
support  bim. 

Tub  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Baltoub)  said,  there  was  one  point  in  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glas- 
gow which  he  could  not  pass  over  with- 
out reply.  His  hon.  Friend  had  quoted 
the  observation  of  counsel  in  a  trial 
which  had  token  place,  and  which  obser- 
vation he  was  afraid  was  used  with 
forensic  licence,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Register  House  was  rotten  from  top  to 
bottom.  That  was  a  statement  well 
known  to  all  acquainted  with  the  Office 
to  be  entirely  unfounded.  It  was  made 
in  the  course  of  the  trial  of  certain  cleAs 
who  bad  been  guilty  of  certaitffraudaib^ 
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oonneotion  with  the  charges  they  made 
for  oopjing.  It  appeared,  ia  the  course 
of  the  inquiry,  that  in  the  lower  depart- 
ment there  was  a  deficiency  of  check 
vitfa  regard  to  the  counting  of  the  num- 
ber of  words  in  each  page  of  work,  and 
the  result  was  that  safeguard  were  in- 
troduced for  checking  the  amount  of 
work  done.  The  suggestion  that  the 
head  of  the  Department,  or  tho  large 
number  of  clerks  in  the  Office  who  had 
their  responsible  duties  to  dischai^e, 
should  count  the  words  in  the  copy,  was 
really  too  extravagant  to  be  seriously 
treated  in  the  House  of  Oommons. 
Everyone  in  the  OflSce  was  responsible, 
according  to  his  degree,  for  the  work 
which  he  had  to  do,  and  for  seeing  that 
those  below  him  did  their  duty. 

Mb.  IIA.MSAY  said,  he  had  been  in 
expectation  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  have  been  able  to  favour  the 
Committee  with  some  proofs  that  the 
Department  was  in  all  respects  efficient. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  simply  referred  to  some  complaint 
that  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  work  in  one  of  the  De- 
partments of  the  Office  ;  but  he  had  not 
shown  that  the  Office  was  in  a  state  of 
efficiency.  It  was  to  have  been  ex- 
pected that  the  Gh}vemment  would  take 
into  their  consideration  the  complaints 
which  had  been  made,  and  not  alone  the 
complaints  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  clerks ;  because  his  hon.  Friend 
had,  in  bringing  that  matter  forward, 
other  objects  in  view  than  the  mere 
raising  of  salaries.  He  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  for  a  number  of  men  to 
enter  an  office  upon  well-understood 
conditions,  and  then  to  make  complaints 
with  regard  to  the  salaries  they  received, 
wae  not  just.  He  thought  that  the  fair 
market  value  of  thar  services,  which  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country  were  willing  to 
pay,  was  the  proper  pay  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  Public  Service ;  and  that, 
he  believed,  was  the  rule  which  should 
guide  the  IVeasury  when  they  were 
dealing  with  queetiuns  of  this  kind.  But 
he  was  not  satisfied  that  this  establish- 
ment was  as  efficient  as  it  might  be  . 
made ;  and,  therefore,  he  agreed  that  a 
thorough  investigation  should  take  place 
at  no  distant  period.  He  considered, 
also,  that  there  should  be  no  undue  dis- 
tinction with  regard  to  the  darks— that 
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their  case  should  be  considered  and  jus- 
tice done.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
there  would  be  an  official  investigation 
which  would  satisfy  those  in  the  Publio 
Service  that  they  were  being  cared  for, 
and  that  they  were  receiving  what  was 
a  proper  return  for  their  services. 

BIh.  BIQGAK  thought  that,  aa  a 
general  rule,  Government  employis  in 
Edinburgh  or  Dublin  were  not  entitled 
to  as  much  remuneration  as  if  they  were 
employed  in  London.  It  was  well  known 
that  rents  were  higher  in  London  than 
in  Dublin  or  in  Edinburgh.  ['*  No !  "] 
An  hon.  Member  said  "No!  but  he 
had  seen  houses  in  London  let  at  much 
higher  rents  than  those  of  the  same 
quality  and  size  in  Dublin  and  Edinburgh. 
There  was  not  the  least  doubt  about 
that  point;  and,  besides,  many  things 
were  sold  at  a  higher  rate  of  profit  in 
London  than  in  other  cities.  Therefore, 
he  said,  no  argument  could  bo  estab- 
lished on  that  ground  for  reconsidering 
these  salaries.  Again,  no  acoount  seemed 
to  be  taken  by  hon.  Members  of  the  dif- 
ference of  cost  of  land  and  building  so 
far  as  concerned  the  premises  in  which 
the  work  of  these  Departments  was 
carried  on. 

Thb  chairman  (Mr.  IUikes)  :  I 
would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  Question  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  that  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Begister  House,  Edinbur^. 

Mb..  BIGGAB  said,  he  merely  wished 
to  point  out  that  the  value  of  the  premises 
in  which  these  Departments  were  placed 
was  an  important  factor  in  the  oscula- 
tion. It  was  argued  that  the  fees  ex- 
ceeded in  amount  the  outlay  in  payment 
of  officials ;  and  he  was  drawing  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Graitleman  who 
used  that  argument  lost  sight  of  the 
value  of  the  houses  in  which  the  business 
was  carried  on. 

Mb.  FEASEB-MACKINTOSH  said, 
as  the  Goremmeut  had  held  out  no  hope 
that  an  inquiry  would  be  held,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"TItata8iini,notezceedmg£24,103,begiunted 
to  Hot  Majesty,  to  complete  the  stim  necoBBary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March  1885,  for  tlie  Salaries  and 
Kzpensea  of  the  Offices  In  Her  Majesty's  Qa- 
neral  Register  House,  Ediaborgn."  —  (ifr. 
Fraaer-Maekintitth.) 
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Colonel  NOLAN  contended  that  the 
only  true  principle  to  app^  in  matters 
of  this  kind  was  that  the  Oivil  Service 
mployit  should  be  paid  the  saoie  in  the 
Three  Kingdoms.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  was,  of 
coarse,  entitled  to  his  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  relative  cost  of  living  in 
Dublin  and  Xiondon;  but  he  (Oolonel 
Nolan)  was  also  able  to  form  some  opi- 
nion on  that  matter,  and  the  conclusion 
he  had  arrived  at  was  that  there  was  no 
difference.  It  was  true  that  owing  to 
the  fact  of  the  Union  a  large  number  of 
old  houses  in  Dublin  were  let  at  low 
rents. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:  —  Ayes  19; 
Noee  64 :  Minority  45. — (Div.  List, 
No.  186.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

^6.)  £79,697,  to  complete  the  snm  for 
FriscHU)  (ScotUuid). 

Dr.  OAMERON  said,  there  was  one 
item  in  this  Vote  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  attention — attention,  he  believed, 
never  having  been  called  to  it  before. 
He  would  ask  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Xord  Advocate  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  look 
into  the  matter.  In  the  list  of  prisons 
there  was  the  prison  of  Jedburgh,  which 
was  almost  entirely  useless — ^that  was  to 
say,  it  would  be  useless  were  it  not  for 
the  namber  of  persons  imprisoned  in  it 
under  ti^e  Tweed  Fisheries  Acts.  <  These 
were  most  iniquitous  Acts,  which  en- 
abled persons  to  be  imprisoned  on  the 
evidence  of  a  single  witness.  There  was 
nothing  analogous  to  them  in  Scotland. 
Only  the  other  day  several  persona 
had  been  imprisoned  on  perjured  evi- 
dence. It  was  true  that  when  the 
drcumstances  were  represented  to  the 
Home  Secretary  he  instantly  had  the 
men  released.  He  need  not  say,  how- 
ever, that  no  action  had  been  taken 
against  the  peijurers.  It  was  prepos- 
terous that  this  prison  should  be  retained 
and  kept  up  at  the  public  expense  merely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Tweed  fisheries,  and  the  maintenance  of 
an  iniquitous  law.  He  hoped  the  mat- 
Ux  would  be  remedied,  or,  at  any  rate, 
that  the  fishery  proprietors  would  not 
be  allowed  to  conduct  these  prosecutions 
under  an  entirely  exceptional  system  of 
lav.    He  trusted  the  right  hon.  and 


learned  Gentleman  would  look  into  the 
subject,  at  least,  to  the  extent  of  seeiuK 
that  persons  confined  in  Jedburgh  Qaol 
were  confined  on  .the  same  evidence  as 
was  required  in  the^oase  of  any  other 
oriminus. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  promised  to  look  into  the 
matter. 

Mb.  RAMSAY  asked  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  give  instruc- 
tions to  the  Oommissioners  to  separate 
the  Criminal  Lunacy  Department  from 
the  other  Departments.  They  had  had 
separate  accounts  prepared  for  some 
years,  but  had  not  this  year  ;  and  that 
he  felt  to  be  a  defect  The  system 
of  separate  accounts  had  enabled  them 
to  contrast  the  expenditure  on  crimi- 
nal lunatics  at  Perth  with  the  charge 
made  for  persons  of  the  same  class 
at  Broadmoor,  and  'other  Criminal  Lu- 
natic Asylums.  He  did  not  wish  to 
delay  the  Committee  by  proposing  any 
reduction  of  the  Tote ;  but  ha  tiioaght 
it  would  be  BBtisfaotory  to  hare  these 
separate  accounts,  and  regretted  that 
they  were  not  shown  in  the  present 
Estimate. 

Mb.  HIBBERT  said,  he  quite  agreed 
that  it  was  better  to  have  the  accounts 
separated  ;  but  there  was  some  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  the  arrangement.  He 
would  see  what  coold  be  done  in  the 
matter  in  the  future. 

Me.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  saw  an 
item  of  £648  for  the  maintenance  of 
prisoners  in  police  cells.  He  would  like 
to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  what  time, 
on  an  average,  were  prisoners  kept  in 
police  cells  ?  They  saw  no  such  charge 
in  the  Irish  Prison  Estimates.  He 
mentioned  thia  matter,  as  he  wished  to 
asoeitain  whether  prisoners  were  de- 
tained in  prison  a  very  long  time  before 
being  brought  to  trial.  £648  seemed  a 
very  large  item,  and  it  must  either  re- 
present a  very  large  number  of  pri- 
soners detained  for  a  short  time  in 
police  cells,  or  a  small  number  detained 
for  a  long  time. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  charge  covered 
the  entire  country.  There  were  some 
places  where  there  were  no  gaols,  but 
only  a  certain  number  of  police  cells, 
licensed  for  giving  short  terms  of  im- 
prisonment— terms  of  14  days.  Licences 
were  given  to  these  places  for  the  deten- 
tion of  prisoners  for  short 
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to  avoid  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
liaving  to  remove  them  to  the  more  im- 
portant plaoesof  detention,  vhich  might 
oe  some  distance  away. 

Mb.  HABBINGTON  aslced  vhether 
he  was  to  understand  that  these  so-called 
"police  cells"  included  not  only  ordi- 
nary barrack  cells,  but  also  special  places 
of  con£aemeDt? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balpoue)  :  "We  have  no  *'  barrack  cells" 
in  Scotland.  I  cannot  say  whether  the 
Scotch  prison  system  is  .in  any  way 
similar  to  the  Irish. 

Mb.  HABRINQTON  said,  he  desired 
to  put  a  question  on  another  subject — 
namely,  the  grants  to  the  Discharged  Fri- 
Boners^  Aid  Society.  The  item  was  a  very 
small  one,  and  it  would  seem  that  it  had 
reference  to  some  one  particular  pri- 
soner^it  would  seem  that  some  one  pri- 
soner had  been  aided  in  a  particular 
town.  If  the  item  covered  aid  to  more 
than  one  prisoner  the  amount  ^ven  in 
each  case  must  be  very  small.  He  (Mr. 
Harrington)  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  taking  exception  to  the  Vote. 
To  his  mind  it  was  a  Vote  for  a  moat 
laudable  purpose,  and  his  desire  would 
be  rather  to  extend  the  assistance  under 
such  a  Vote  than  anything  else.  Could 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Lord  Advocate  tell  him  how  the 
Tote  was  disposed  of — whether  it  was 
^iven  to  one  prisoner  or  more,  and  where 
it  was  given  ? 

Tffg  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  item  covered  several 
grants,  no  one  of  them  exceeding  £2  in 
amount.  He  had  the  details  with  him 
if  the  hon.  Member  desired  to  have  them. 
The  grants  were  distributed  very  widely. 
With  regud  to  the  other  subject  men- 
tioned just  now  by  the  hon.  Member,  he 
found,  from  the  details  as  to  the  deten- 
tion of  prisoners  in  Scotland,  that  the 
detentions  in  the  police  cells  varied  from 
one  to  seven  days.  In  some  places  the 
average  was  four  days,  in  others  only 
one ;  but  nowhere  was  there  a  longer 
detention  than  seven  days. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(7.)  £60,066,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicatnre  in  Ire- 
land. 

(8.)  £785,  to  complete  the  «um  for 
the  Admiralty  Court  Registry,  Ireland. 

(9.)  fljilSjiofompletPthe  sumforthe 

Rt?gi^fry  of  .Tin]-,Mhon:<,  Irvlund. 

111!'  Lord  Ai{>-of--it$ 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedt 

'*That  a  lam,  not  exceeding  £99,980,  be 
graoted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  compIet«  the  sum 
necesatry  to  defray  the  Charge  wnic^  will  oome 
ID  conrse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  oa 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1865,  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  General  Prisons  Board  in  Ireland*  aikd  of 
the  Prisons  under  thdr  control;  and  of  the  Re- 
gistration of  Hahitoal  Criminala." 

Mb.  HEALY:  No,  no! 

Mb.  SKKTON  :  I  must  ask  the  GKh 
vemment  to  postpone  this  Vote,  as 
several  matters  wmoh  will  have  to  be 
discussed  arise  upon  it. 

Mr.  HEALY :  I  move  that  the  Ohair* 
man  do  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Frogress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."  —  (J/r. 

Healy.) 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  I  am  afraid  if  we 
persevered  with  this  it  would  lead  to 
some  difficulty.  I  would  propose  not  to 
^  on  with  it  if  the  Motion  for  Progrees 
IB  withdrawn. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Motion,  by  leave,  wiffiirwtn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  ezoeeding  £51,944,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1866,  for  Ute  Expenses  of 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Scho<di  in  Irdand." 

CoLONEt.  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  Committee  very  long 
on  this  Vote ;  but  there  was  just  one 
matter  to  which  he  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  HEALY :  Postpone  the  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  only  desired 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  desirability  of  having  an 
induetrial  school  for  boys  at  CHfden,  in 
Oonnemara.  There  was  a  school  for 
girls,  and  it  was  very  necessary  that 
there  should  be  one  for  boys  also.  The 
nearest  boys'  industrial  school  to  the 
Clifden  district  at  the  present  time  was 
a  lon^  way  off,  and  he,  therefore,  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary would  bear  tins  appeal  in  mind. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  he  had  an  objection 

to  the  Vote  being  taken  at  all  to  night. 

He  had  been  in  communication  with 

»onie  of  the  Irish  officials  as  to  the  stats 

(f  the  schools  in  the  Fl[6fiaiie.ef|£;ott- 
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naught ;  but  as  yet  had  not  received  all 
the  information  he  desired.  He  was  now 
waiting  for  an  answer,  and,  therefore, 
would  ask  for  the  postponement  of  the 
Vote. 

M».  TBEVELTAN  :  Does  the  hon. 
Member  say  he  has  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Irish  Government  ? 

Ub. SEXTON:  No ;  not  with  the  right 
hon.  Gtontleman,  but  wi(h  some  of  the 
loeal  officiala. 

Mr.  HEALT  :  We  bare  given  several 
Irish  Votes  without  discussion,  and  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought 
in  faim«Be  to  postpone  this  one. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  it  would  not 
take  the  Committee  very  long  to  dispose 
of  this  Vote.  The  rest  might  be  ad- 
journed. 

Mr.  HEALT:  To  Monday? 

Mb.  COUETNEY:  No  ;  he  was  afraid 
the  Army  Estimates  wotUd  have  to  be 
taken  on  Monday.  The  present  Vote  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  to-night,  and 
the  Votes  postponed  now  would  have  a 
better  chance  of  full  discussion  if  deferred 
until  to-morrow ;  because,  if  deferred 
until  any  other  day,  several  inuwrtant 
VotM  already  postponed  would  have  to 
be  oonsidered  before  them. 

Hb.  SEXTON  said,  it  was  impossible 
for  Irish  Members  to  assent  to  the  dis- 
enssion  of  the  Vote  for  Industrial  and 
Eeformatory  Schools  now.  He  thought 
the  Irish  Members  had  acted  in  the 
matter  most  reasonably,  and  that  the 
Government  were  most  unreasonable  in 
now  seeking  to  press  the  Vote.  As  he 
bad  already  stated,  he  was  in  com- 
munication with  certain  local  officials  in 
Ireland,  but  had  not  yet  received  the 
full  explanation  he  desired. 

Mb.  MOOEE  said,  he  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  not  press  the  Vote  to-night.  He 
looked  upon  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject  as  most  ques- 
tionable, and  did  not  see  what  object 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  have  in 
dedring  to  embarrass  the  working  of 
these  institutions  in  Ireland.  He  (Mr. 
Moore)  found  it  necessary  to  make 
frequent  complaints  as  to  the  working 
of  these  institutions ;  and  he  certainly 
thought  a  little  time  should  be  allowed 
to  enable  them  to  go  thoroughly  into 
the  matter.  He  earnestly  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  expect  or  ask 
them  to  go  on  with  the  Vote  at  this 
hour.    Xf  the  Government  insisted,  it 


would  be  necessary  for  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  resist  them. 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  he  thought 
he  had  given  a  veir  reasonable  argu-* 
ment  when  he  said  that  if  the  Vote  were 
postponed  it  would  only  come  on  some 
other  day  after  a  number  of  other  de- 
ferred Votes,  when  ttie  opportunity  for 
discussion  might  not  be  so  good  as  to- 
day. However,  if  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite did  not  agree  with  him,  he  would 
withdraw  the  Vote. 

Motion,  by  leave,  mtMrawn* 

(10.)  £4,066,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Dundrum  C^riminal  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Ireland. 

Mb.  COUETNEY:  "We  will  go  on 
with  Class  TV.  now. 
Mb.  HEALT:  No,  no! 
Vote  ogfMi  to. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Soibkce, 
Aim  Abt. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedp 
"That  a  sam,  not  exoeeding  £264,880,  lie 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sunt 
necessary  to  defray  the  Cliar^  which  will  coma 
in  course  of  payment  durint;  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slat  day  of  March  188ft,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Sdence  and  Art  Depart- 
ment, and  of  the  Establishments  connected 
therewith." 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  he  would  move 
that  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress. 
This  was  Friday  night,  at  the  end  of  a 
long  week  of  hard  work,  and  he  thought 
the  least  the  GoTornment  could  do  would 
be  to  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoaed| 
That  the  Cihairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  dt  again. 
(ifr.  Warton.y 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  the  Irish  Members 
had  been  under  the  fond  delusion  that 
if  they  allowed  the  last  Class  to  pass 
they  would  no  longer  be  kept  there ; 
at  any  rata,  that  th^  would  not  be 
kept,  as  they  were  yesterday,  until  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  Irish 
Members  had  allowed  several  Irish 
Votes  which  they  might  have  discussed 
to  pass — ^Votes  the  very  reasonable  dis- 
cussion of  which  would  have  oocupied  at 
least  an  hour  and  a-half.  The  Govern- 
ment themselves  had  felt  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  long  night  they  had  had  yes- 
terday— they  had  shown  how  oppressed 
they  were  by  being  unable  to  attend  in 


587  Puhlie  Worh  (COMMONS)  Zoant  Ml  588 


They  had  got  a  big  bunch  of  Votes  to- 
night; but  yet  they  desired,  in  the  most 
gluttonous  manner  possible,  to  go  on 
BtiU  further. 

Thb  CHANCELLOE  of  thk  EXCHE- 
QTTEB  (Mr.  Cbildebs)  :  I  think  there 
is  something  in  what  the  bon.  Gentle- 
man says  ;  therefore,  we  will  not  press 
more  Votes  to-night.  The  House,  how- 
ever, ought  to  be  aware  that  it  will  be 
very  hai^  work  to  get  the  Votes  through 
in  good  time. 

Me  SEXTON:  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  Irish  Votes  in  Class  III.  will 
be  taken  on  Tuesday  ? 

Mk.  COURTNEY :  Yes. 

Mr.  WARTON  :  Will  the  Irish  Vote 
No.  22  in  Class  I. — which  was  struck  out 
for  some  unaccountable  reason — betaken 
then  ?  Why  was  that  Vote  kept  out  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  Yes;  tliat  Vote 
will  be  taken.  As  bon.  Gentlemen  ac- 
quainted with  the  matter  are  aware, 
tiiere  was  great  difficulty  in  going  on 
with  the  Vote  in  question. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Jfon- 
daj/  next. 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to 
8it  ^ain  upon  Monday  next. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
{Mr.  Courtney^  Mr.  Herbert  Oladttom.) 
[bUJ.  299.]  OOUHITTEB. 

Bill  eontidsred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  MABJOBIBANKS  said,  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  a  new  clause, 
to  come  in  after  Clause  3.  The  clause 
nm  in  this  way — 

(AdraDcea  to  be  made  at  three  and  a-lialf 
per  cent. ) 

"  KotwithatandiDg  aoythiiig  in  the  Public 
Worka  Loans  Act,  1879  (42  &  43  Vic.  c.  77), 
the  rate  of  interest  on  loans  granted  hy  the 
Public  Worfea  Loan  Cominissioners  under  the 
authoriaation  of  the  Harboars  and  Passing  Tolls 
Act  1861  (24  &  3d  Vic.  c.  47)  shaU  not  exceed 
the  rate  of  £3  10<.  per  annum  on  each£100  where 
the  aggregate  amount  of  principal  money  due  to 
the  said  Commisdonera  from  any  one  harbour  an- 
thority,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Harbour  and 
Passing  Tolls  Act,  does  not  exceed  £100,000." 

The  object  of  this  clause  was  simply  to 
place  the  conditions  under  which  Har- 
Doiir  Authorities  could  obtain  loans  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  as  &ey  were 
prior  to  1879,  with  this  one  exception — 
that  the  rate  of  interest  he  now  proposed 
Vos  3^  per  cent  instead  of  3}.  He 


thought  it  quite  possible  that  3^  per  omt 
might  not  leave  soffinent  mai^n  to  enable 
the  Treasury  to  recoup  itself  for  ex- 
penses of  management  or  losses;  but  he 
was  perfectly  certain  that  3^  would  leave 
quite  sufficient  mai^^,  and  that  no  loss 
could  possibly  accrue  to  the  Treasury. 
His  contention  was  that  loans  for  har- 
hours  should  not  be  treated  as  ordi- 
nary  loans.  The  Harbours  and  Pass- 
ing Tolls  Act  was  passed  in  order  to 
relieve  the  country  from  making  large 
grants  for  the  purpose  of  harbour  oon- 
etruction.  The  Act  was  to  enable  works 
to  be  carried  out  by  means  of  loans  which 
were  going  to  be  of  national  use  and 
profit ;  and  it  was  a  hard  thing  that  faith 
should  be  broken  with  Harbour  Autho- 
rities, and  that  they  should  be  treated 
on  the  same  footing  as  borrowers  for 
purposes  of  much  less  national  import- 
ance in  regard  to  the  rate  of  interest 
they  had  to  pay.  He  was  quite  aware 
that  a  very  considerable  loss  had  accrued 
from  these  various  loans  which  had 
been  made  by  the  State.  These  fignrea 
had  been  given.  In  1879  the  amount 
of  interest  receivable  at  3  per  cent  on 
all  the  loans  which  had  been  granted 
up  to  that  time  was  £10,095,000, 
whereas  the  actual  amount  reoeived 
was  only  £9,3(il,000,  being  a  loss,  on 
the  whole,  of  £734,000 ;  but  no  such 
loss  had  occurred  with  regard  to  har- 
bour loans.  The  amount  of  interest 
received  on  loans  under  the  Harbours 
and  Passing  Tolls  Act  since  1861  was 
£897,381  ;  the  amount  that  would  hav« 
been  receivable  at  Z\  per  cent  was 
£890,964,  being  £6,427  less  than  the 
sum  actually  received,  whereas,  if  the 
rate  of  interest  had  been  calculated  at 
3  per  cent,  there  was  a  balance  of 
£70,000.  Therefore,  so  far  as  interest 
was  coneemed,  there  had  been  no  loss 
on  these  harbour  loans ;  so  that,  in  all 
probability,  were  a  uniform  rate  of  3( 
per  cent  charged,  there  would  be  enough 
margin  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  recoup 
itself  for  expenseB  of  management  or 
such  losses  as  might  possibly  occur. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Oeutleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  show 
some  pity  towards  the  harbours,  and 
would  accept  the  small  proposal  he  was 
venturing  to  make. 

New  Clause  (Advances  to  be  made  at 
three  and  a-half  per  cent,)— (ifr.  lHar- 
joribanit,) — IrcugM  vp,  and  read  tl^e 
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Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  OHANOELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEH  (Mr.  Chinees)  :  My  hon.  Friend 
haa  taken  a  course  which  I  think  is 
without  precedent,  and  which  rerj 
nearly  aimroaohes  to  a  violation  of  the 
Sule  nnder  which  onr  financial  Busi- 
ness  is  oondacted.  I  do  not  think  there 
has  been,  on  anj  previous  occasion,  a 
proposal  made  by  a  private  Member  to 
introduce  into  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  which 
does  not  deal  with  questions  of  interest 
at  all,  a  clause  amending,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  Act,  the  Act  of  1879,  and 
thereby  imposing  a  charge  on  the  public. 
If  my  hon.  Friend's  clause  is  passed,  the 
consequence  will  be  that  in  future  there 
will  be  a  diminution  of  interest  on  these 
loans,  which  will  thereby  become  an 
additional  charge  on  the  taxpayers.  At 
the  same  time,  I  cannot  say  that,  al- 
though that  ^ia  the  effect  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  proposal,  it  is  distinctly  a 
breach  of  the  Standing  Order ;  so  I  do 
not  take  exertion  to  it  on  that  ground. 
Bat,  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  it  is  un- 
doabtedly  <^)poBed  to  the  spirit  and  the 
custom  which  regulates  our  financial 
transactions;  and  I  hope  that  on  that 
aooonnt  it  will  not  receive  the  support 
of  the  Oommittee.  Under  the  Act  of 
1861,  these  loans  below  £100,000  paid 
3}  per  cent;  but  it  soon  became  evident 
that  those  loans  did  not  leave  such  a 
margin  as  would  relieve  the  Qovernment 
and  the  taxpayer  from  loss,  and  the 
result  was  that  in  1879  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  North  Devon, 
who  was  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, introduced  a  general  Act  fixing 
the  rates  of  interest  to  be  paid  on  loans 
of  all  kinds,  but  giving,  at  the  same  time, 
to  the  Treasury  a  relaxing  power  with 
reference  to  them.  That  proposal  can- 
not be  said  to  have  been  lightly  dis- 
cussed in  this  Honse,  for  it  raised  con- 
nderable  debate,  and  no  little  difference 
of  opinion.  [Mr.  Sexton  :  What  was 
the  rate  you  first  mentioned  ?  ]  The 
rate  was  5^  per  cent  for  sums  under 
£100,000,  and  for  sums  above  £100,000 
a  rate  not  exceeding  £5  per  cent.  The 
right  hon.  Gentlemau  the  then  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  introduced, 
therefore,  into  the  Act  of  1879  a  pro- 
vision putting  all  loans  upon  the  same 
footing,  assigning  a  scale  of  from  &i 
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to  per  cent  with  reference  to  the 
duratisn  of  the  loan.  I  was  saying 
that  that  proposal  was  fully  discussed  in 
this  House ;  and  although  there  was 
much  difference  of  opinion  upon  certain 
questions,  I  remember  that  the  Honse 
was  distinctly  in  favour  of  the  proposal 
laying  down  a  general  rale,  and  giving 
the  Treasury  a  relaxing  power;  and  now 
my  hon.  Friend  proposes  to  take  loans 
for  harbours  out  of  the  general  eat^ory, 
to  take  away  the  power  of  the  Treasury 
under  the  Act  of  1879,  and  to  lay  down 
a  hard-and-fast  line  for  all  loans  made 
with  regard  to  harbours. 

Mr.  MAEJOEIBANKS  :  Under 
£100,000. 

TheCHANOELLOE  of  the  EXOHE- 
QUEE(Mr.CHiLDEB3):  Under £100,000, 
whatever  their  duration  may  be. 

Mr.  MAEJOEIBANKS:  That  only 
refers  to  loans  under  the  Harbours  and 
Passing  Tolls  Act,  and  they  cannot  be 
for  a  longer  period  than  50  years ;  there- 
fore, it  18  not  for  any  undeflned  period 
whatever. 

ThbCBCANOELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Chuobrs)  :  My  hon.  Friend 
has  not  looked  at  the  construction  of 
his  clause.  He  proposes  that  3^  per 
cent  should  be  charged,  whether  the 
term  is  25,  30,  or'40  years.  Before  I 
come  to  the  manner  in  which  I  propose 
to  deal  with  my  hon.  Friend's  proposal, 
let  me  put  to  the  Oommittee  what  are 
the  facts  in  reference  to  the  risks  which 
the  taxpayer  runs  in  making  these  loans 
to  harbours.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
we  have  advanced  to  harbours,  under 
the  Act  of  1861,  the  sum  of  £2,600,000, 
roughly.  Of  that  amount  £34,000  have 
been  written  off,  and  about  £70,000  of 
principal  are  in  arrear  at  the  present 
moment,  so  that,  instead  of 'receiving 
3(  per  cent  interest,  we  have  actually 
been  paid  £25,00  to  £30,000  less  on  the 
amounts  advanced.  The  House  must 
thus  remember  that  there  is  a  considov 
able  amount  of  money,  in  eonneoiiozi 
with  these  loans,  either  lost,  or  in 
danger  of  being  lost.  Now,  my  hon. 
Friend  seems  to  think  that  there  is 
something  peculiar  in  harbours,  which 
makes  advances  for  harbours  more 
secure  than  advances  for  other  pur- 
poses. I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
fact  is  just  the  reverse.  The  opera- 
tions of  the  sea  are  so  uncertain  and  so 
destructive  that  these  works  are  subject 
to  great  and  perilous  influences  to  wmf^ 
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other  vorlts  are  not  exposed;  and  I 
find  that  at  the  present  time  harbour 
loans  are  by  no  means  secure ;  for  in- 
stance, at  Wiok  and  Fort  Erin ;  and, 
therefore,  so  far  from  making  special 
exceptions  in  farour  of  harbour  loans, 
if  any  exception  were  to  be  made 
at  all,  I  think  it  should  be  in  an 
opposite  direction.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  that  the  Committee 
would  do  Tery  unwisely  to  run  counter 
to  the  position  which  was  taken  by  the 
late  GoTemment  in  1879,  when  the  scale 
of  rates  was  fixed  by  the  Bill  brouf^ht  in 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Deron  (Sir  Stafford  North- 
oote),  when  he  was  Chancellor  of  the 
Ezclwqaer.  But  my  hon.  Friend  wonld 
expeot  something  more  from  me  than 
that.  I  have  said  that  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise  to  take  from  the  Treasury  tilie 
power  they  have  under  this  Act  of  1879 ; 
and  I  think  I  can  give  reasons  why  that 
should  not  be  done,  and  why  a  hard-and- 
faet  line  of  3^  per  cent,  whatever  may  be 
the  duration  of  the  loan,  would  not  be 
wise ;  and  I  will  state  to  the  Committee 
how  I  should  propose  to  deal  with  this 
question,  if  the  matter  is  still  left,  as  I 
hope  the  House  will  allow  it  to  be,  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Treasury.  What  I 
would  ask  of  the  House  is  not  to  disturb 
the  discretion  of  the  Treasury  in  dealing 
with  these  loans,  and  not  to  take  from 
the  general  category  of  the  Act  of  1879 
these  particular  loans,  but  to  allow  the 
Treasury  to  retain  their  powers  under 
that  Act.  But  I  will  state,  at  the  same 
time,  what,  if  that  is  the  case,  we  ho^ 
to  do  before  the  House  meets  in  1886,  m 
dealing,  not  with  these  loans  only,  but 
with  the  whole  of  the  loaus  made  by 
the  Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners. 
The  present  scale,  under  the  Act  of  1879, 
is  that  interest  shall  be  calculated  for  a 
period  not  exoeeding  20  years  at  per 
cent;  for  a  period  not  exoeeding  30 
years,  at  3£  per  cent ;  and  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  40  years,  at  4  per  cent, 
or,  exceeding  40  years,  4}  per  cent. 
What  we  hope  to  do  is  this.  When- 
ever collateral  security  is  offered,  as  will 
be  the  case  with  respect  to  many  of  these 
works,  we  will  dedaot  aomething  from 
these  rate8~I  do  not  say  how  much. 
Then,  in  addition  to  that,  I  ^ink  the 
time  has  oome  when  we  may  revise  the 
basis  of  the  rate  at  which  the  Gh)Tern- 
meat  can  advance  money ;  so  that 
the   scale   now  in  force   under  the 


Act  of  1879  would  be  subject  to  two 
deductions— one  in  respect  to  the 
cheaper  rate  of  interest,  and  one  in  re- 
spect to  the  rate  at  which,  when  there 
is  collateral  security,  these  loans  should 
be  made  to  Local  Authorities.  The 
effect  of  this  would  be  perceptibly  to  re- 
duce the  rate  of  interest  charged  for 
these  loans.  What  I  will  promiee  my 
hon.  Friend  and  the  Committee  is  that 
during  the  Becess  I  will  take  this  ques- 
tion into  consideration,  not  only  with 
regard  to  harbours,  but  with  regard  to 
other  advanceswhichshould  receive  attm- 
tiott.  I  will  undertake  to  ftPply  the  two 
modifications  of  the  seale  whioh  I  have 
explained ;  and  I  will  undertake,  befota 
the  Seraion  of  1685,  that  special  or- 
rangements  shall  be  completed,'  and 
that  the  new  scales  shall  oome  into 
operation.  I  hope  that  after  that 
promise  the  Committee  will  not  adopt 
the  clause  fixing  one  single  line  as  to 
interest. 

Mb.  SCLATEE-BOOTH  said,  that,  of 
course,  the  House  was  anxious  that 
these  public  works  should  be  carried 
out,  if  with  public  money,  at  a  moderate 
rate  of  interest.  Parliament  had  com- 
mitted itself  to  the  view  that  a  consider- 
able risk  should  be  run ;  but,  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  spoken,  it 
would  seem  that  the  right  hon.  G^Ue- 
man  thought  the  whole  House  was 
in  favourofareductionoftheratflBof  in- 
terest on  public  loauB.  All  that  Members 
widied  was  that  the  interest  should  be 
moderate,  and  that  the  loans  should  be 
safe.  He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman might  have  gone  a  step  further, 
and  explained  that  this  Motion  had  been 
made  without  Notice.  He  had  never 
heard  of  a  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance being  raised  at  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  without  Notice.  When  public 
finances  were  in  question,  it  was  only 
reasonable  that  proper  Notice  should  be 
given  of  the  terms  of  the  proposal.  Cer- 
tainly, many  Members  would  have  left 
the  House  but  for  the  fact  that,  by 
the  accident  of  a  mere  question,  they 
had  learnt  from  the  Chancellor  of  t^e 
Exchequer  that  the  Yote  was  to  be 
brought  on.  He  should,  ^refore, 
support  the  Chanoellot  of  the  Exche- 
quer in  resisting  this  Uotion  ;  and, 
indeed,  he  should  htspe  that,  after  what 
had  occurred,  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  divide  upon  the  Motion.  By  this 
Motion  the  hon.  Member  c^e  ver^  near 
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TiolatiDg  the  wholesome  {mnoiple  that 
private  Members  coald  not  be  allowed 
to  f»opote  If  otiooB  of  this  kind. 

The  CHATRMAN  (Mr.  Eaikbs)  :  I 
understood  from  the  hoa.  Member  that 
this  propoBition  was  intended  to  apply 
QvXy  to  future  loans ;  but  the  clause  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  retrospective,  and  to 
apply  to  existing  loans.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  put  himself  in  Order  by  making 
tiie  clause  apply  to  future  loans. 

Mb.  MARJOBIBANKS  said,  lie  only 
intended  the  clause  to  apply  to  future 
loans. 

The  GHAIBMAN  (Mr.  Baikes)  :  The 
hon.  Member  must  make  that  dear.  In 
my  opinion,  the  clause  as  it  stands  is 
retTon)ective. 

Ms.  MABJOBIBANKS  said,  he  would 
amend  the  clause  by  inserting  before  the 
word  "  (tinted,"  in  line  %  the  words 
"to  be." 

Qaestion,  "Thai those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  ABTHUB  ABNOLD  said,  hU 
hon.  Friend  had  presided  over  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  this  House  of  which  he  had 
been  a  Member,  and  every  Member  of 
the  House  must  be  indebted  to  him  for 
his  labours.  But  after  the  frank  and 
conriliatory  statement  of  the  Chanodlor 
of  the  Kxchequer,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  see  fit  not  to  proceed 
with  his  Motion,  but  would  wait  for  a 
future  debate  on  the  subject,  when  the 
Beport  of  the  Oommittee  on  Harbours 
bad  been  presented. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  that  this  subject 
had  come  under  the  consideration  of, 
and  had  given  rise  to  some  unsatisfactory 
remarks  by,  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury. The  hoD.  Member  for  Berwick- 
shire was  entitled  to  speak  with  some 
authority  on  this  subject.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  mentioned'a 
sum  of  £600,000,  of  which  he  said 
j&SOfOOO  had  been  written  off,  so  that  in 
a  quarter  of  a  century  there  had  been  a 
very  heavy  loss  on  the  capital  sum.  It 
was  too  early  to  assume  anything  as  to 
the  remainder;  hut  tiie  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  said  that  the  Treasury  were 
now  able  to  borrow  money  at  'i^  per 
eent,  so  that  their  position  had  improved 
something  like  \  per  cent.  As  to  har- 
bour loans  being  particularly  perilous, 
he  Uiought  the  argument  was  as  much 
in  favour  of  the  hon.  Member  as  of  the 
Oovemment;  beeausOf  oonsidering  the 


national  utility  and  value  of  these  har- 
bours and  the  great  difficulty  of  prose- 
cuting them  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
if  the  Government  pursued  a  generous 
policy,  the  very  fact  that  these  harbours 
were  perilous  investments  showed  that 
they  were  entitled  to  special  attention 
from  the  Government.  What  was  the 
difference  between  the  hon.  Member  and 
the  Government  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman acknowledged  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  power  to  do  what  the  hon. 
Member  asked.  They  had  a  maximnm 
scale,  BO  that  they  oould  do  what  the 
hon.  Member  asked.  Between  the  letter 
of  the  Act  of  FarUammt  and  the  dis- 
oretion  of  the  Treasuiy,  he  preferred  the 
letter  of  the  Act,  so  far  as  Ireland  was 
concerned,  because  they  had  always 
found  in  Ireland  that  where  the  dis- 
oretion  of  the  Treasury  operated,  a  harsh, 
rather  than  a  generous,  system  was  ap- 
j^ed.  The  duicretion  of  the  Treasury 
meant  a  harsh  policy  towards  Ireland, 
and  he  should  prefer  to  have  a  rate  of 
3^  per  cent  under  the  clause  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Member,  than  3^  or  4|-  per 
cent  under  the  Treasury.  In  the  County 
Sligo  the  Harbour  Authorities  laboured 
under  great  difficulties;  and  he  would 
recommend  the  Government  not  to  pursue 
a  stingy  policy,  but  to  advance  these 
loans  at  as  low  a  rate  as  they  could.  He 
considered  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
taken  a  proper  course,  for  this  was  a 
Bill  dealing  with  public  loans,  and  he 
simply  proposed  a  clause  fixing  the  rate 
of  interest.  A  more  proper  occasion 
could  not  have  been  taken  for  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  House,  and  he 
was  surprised  at  any  objection  being 
raised  by  a  Badical  Cabinet.  He  would 
conclude  with  one  remark— namely,  that 
they  had  reduced  the  rate  of  interest  by 
1  per  cent  on  railway  loans. 

Mr.  MABJOBIBANKS  said.  Har- 
boar  Trusts  did  not  need  to  come  to  the 
Government  at  all  to  borrow  money  at 
4^  per  cent,  because  they  could  raise  it 
at  that  rate  in  tiie  open  market,  la 
order  to  carrr  out  the  Act  ot  1861,  they 
should  be  able  to  borrow  money  at  the 
lowest  possible  rate  of  interest — not  more 
than  3j  per  cent.  He  much  regretted 
that  he  should  have  to  trouble  the  Oom- 
mittee to  divide  on  his  Motion. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  argued  that  the  danger 
to  which  the  works  were  uposed  was  a 
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reason  why  the  Committee  should  Biip- 
port  him  in  opposing  the  Motion  of  the 
ton.  Member  for  Berwick  ;  but  he  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
these  works  were  not  constructed  for  iu- 
dividual  benefit,  but  in  the  interest  of 
the  nation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
miut  be  aware  of  what  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernments had  done  in  matters  of  this 
kind ;  they  had  carried  out  the  works 
knowing  that,  owing  to  the  great  ^eril 
to  whidi  they  were  exposed,  private 
persons  conld  not  undertake  them.  That, 
he  said,  was  a  reason  d  fortiori  why  the 
GoTemmant  should  come  forward  and 
asaiat  in  the  construction  of  harbours  in 
the  three  Kingdoms.  But  there  was 
this  difference  between  the  Government 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire — 
if  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  were 
carried,  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
interest  would  be  effected  by  Act  of 
Parliament  at  once,  instead  of  remain- 
ing dependent  upon  the  chances  referred 
to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
trusted  the  Committee  wonld  support  the 
Motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
clause. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  27; 
Noes  45:  Majority  18. — (Dir.  List, 
No.  187.) 

"BiUr^orted,  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday 
next. 

ULSTER  CANAL  AND  TTRONB  NAVL 
GATION  [COST  OF  EEPAIBS]. 

Contidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

That  it  is  expedient  to  suthoriae  the  pay- 
loent,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment,  of  tiie  Costs  of  Kepairs  of  the  Canals, 
which  may  beoome  payable  ander  the  pronaions 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  transfer 
the  Ulstor  Canal  and  the  Tyrone  Kavigation  to 
the  Lagan  Navigation  Company." 

Colonel  NOLAN  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Goremment  intended  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  oompenaation 
for  the  lowering  of  the  value  of  the  land 
which  might  be  flooded  in  consequence 
of  the  canals  not  being  efficiently  kept 
up  ?  He  was  prepared  to  draw  up  and 
submit  a  clause  to  the  Government, 
which  he  would  ask  them  to  insert  in 
the  present  Bill. 
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Mb.  OOTJETNET  said,  he  was  not  in 
a  position  to  give  any  promise  of  the 
kind  asked  for  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway.  In  the  present 
case  there  was  nothing  before  the  Com- 
mittee but  a  Besolution.  ■  Another 
opportunity  would  present  itself  for  dis- 
cussing the  question  to  which  the  hon. 
and  gaJlant  Member  referred. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  they  were  anxious 
that  no  power  should  be  given  to  the 
Company  taking  over  this  canal  that 
would  have  the  effect  of  damaging  the 
interests  of  the  district. 

Question  put,  and  agrfdd  to. 

Setalved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
myment,  out  of  moneys  to  he  provided  by 
ParliameDt.  of  the  Costs  of  Repairs  of  the 
Canals,  which  may  become  payable  under  the 
provinoDB  of  any  Aob  of  the  present  Seoiion  to 
transfer  the  tJlster  Canal  and  Uie  Tyrone  Navi- 
gation  to  the  Lagan  Navigation  Company. 

Eesolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next. 

MAGISTRATES    (IRELAND)  SALARIES 
BILL.-[Bn,L  2»2.] 
{Mr.  Courttuj/,  Mr.  TWw^an.) 
SECOND  BBADIKa. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Qa«Btion  proposed, 
'  <  That  the  Second  Beading  be  doterred." 

— {Sfr.  Courtney.) 

Mb.  SBXTON  asked  when  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill? 

Mb.  OOTJETNET  said,  the  Bill  wonld 
be  taken  after  the  Army  and  Navy 
Estimates  had  been  disposed  of  on 
Monday  next.  He  was  afraid  it  would 
come  forward  at  a  late  hour. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Not  after  midnight, 
I  hope. 

Mb.  COUBTNET  :  I  cannot  saj  that 
at  thia  period  of  the  Session. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Mondajf 
next. 

PROSECUTION  OP-  0FPEN0E8  BELL. 
{Mr.  CourtHftf,  Secretary  Sir  WiUUm  Baretmrt, 
Mr.  Hibbert.) 

[bill  287.]   secoud  bsadhto. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Questioa  proposed, 
"  That  Uie  Bill  be  now  read  a  8Mon4 
time." — {Mr,  Covrtnoy.)    ^  ^ 
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Mb.  WARTON  said,  he  had  brought 
forward  a  series  of  Amendments  to  the 
Mttnicdpal  Electiona  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Firaotioee)  Bill  on  the  occasion  of  its  pass- 
ing the  third  reading,  which  irould  be 
suitably  introdaced  in  this  Bill  also— 
namely,  to  enbstitutetlie  words  "  Solici- 
ior  to  the  Treasury"  fbr  the  words 
'■Public  Prosecutor."  It  was  quite 
clear  that  the  Government  accepted  the 
principle  of  those  Amendments.  His 
objfct  in  drawing  attention  to  this  was 
to  point  ont  that  if  the  GoTemment 
proceeded  with  reasonable  speed,  both 
these  Acts  might  be  made  consistent 
with  each  other. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  course  suggested  hy  the  hon. 
and  Ifamed  Member  for  Bridport  was 
not  a  conrenient  one.  The  Bill  con- 
sidered last  night  was  not  the  only 
other  Bill  in  which  the  Public  Prosecu- 
tor was  mentioned. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitted 
for  Mondajf  next. 

BEYWUE,  ftc.  VSLL.—^iLL  800.] 
[Mr.  Qmrtney,  Mr.  Striert  Qladitone.) 

SBCOiro  BfiADIHG. 

Order  for  Seoond  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — 
(Jfr.  C(?ur/n«y,)— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  OOTJHTNET  said,  he  proposed 
to  put  down  the  Committee  stage  for 
Tuesday  next.  The  Bill  had  now  been 
before  the  House  for  some  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  will,  upon  Tuesday 
next,  resolre  itself  intoOommitteeonthe 
BiU."— (Jfr.  Courtney.) 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  wrong  to  put  down  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  a  Bill  of  this  nature  so 
soon  after  the  second  reading.  There 
was  a  great  virtue  in  the  "  &o."  included 
in  the  title  of  the  Bill;  and,  as  he 
thought  hon.  Members  should  have 
more  time  to  consider  what  Amendments 
were  necessary,  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  brought  forward  before  Thursday 
next.   

Ma.  WHITLEY  said,  he  thought  that 
Clause  6,  which  made  great  alterations 
in  ih»  law,  should  be  further  explained. 


Mb.  COUBTNEY  said,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  put  down  the  Bill  for  Tuesday ; 
but  if  there  was  difflonlty  in  the  way 
he  might  be  able  to  reconsider  the 
matter. 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  there  were  fonr 
or  five  distinct  matters  to  be  conaidered. 
The  House  had  no  time  to  go  into  them 
at  thathottr  (2.fi  a.u.),  and  &e  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  bad  moved  tlie  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  without  a  word  of 
explanation.  He  moved  that  "Thurs- 
day  "  be  substituted  for  "  Tuesday  "  in 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
"Tuesday,"  and  insert  "Thursday,"— 
{3fr.  Warton,) — instea'd  thereof. 

Question  put,  "That  ' Tuesday ' stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  53 ;  Noes 
2  :  Majority  51.— (Div.  list,  No.  188.) 

Committee  upon  Tweday  next. 

INFANTS  BILL.-[Bixi  U.] 

{Mr.  Bryttt  Mr.  Lavty,  Mr.  Andtreon, 
Mr.  St^Kdejf  SiU.) 

couuiTTSE.    \_Progre»9  22«i 

Bill  eenndered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  3  (Surviving  parent  to  be 

guardian). 

Db.  FARQUHABSON  said,  he 
begged  to  move  the  first  Amendment 
on  the  Paper — an  Amendment  depend- 
ing  merely  on  what  would  come  later  on. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  L,  line  12,  at  end,  add  "  either  alone 
or  jointly  with  any  guardian  to  be  appointed  as 
hereinafter  pronaacL" — (Di:  Farquharmtt.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  INCE  said,  he  proposed  to  move 
an  Amendment  to  this  Amendment — a 
merely  formal  one  to  improve  the  Bill. 
It  was  to  insert  before  the  word  ' '  either  " 
the  words  "  and  in  the  event  of  the 
mother  being  such  survivor." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  before  the  word  "  either," 
to  insert  the  words  "  uid  in  the  event 
of  the  mother  being  such  survivor."— 
{Mr.  Inc0.) 

Question  proposed, ' '  That  those  vords 
be  there  inserted." 
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Mb.  BRTOE  said,  he  did  not  see  any 

objection  in  poiat  of  substance  to  this 
AmMidment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  drafting,  he 
tbought  the  words  were  unneceseary. 
The  Amendment  was  goremed  by  the 
last  throe  words  ,"  as  hereinafter  pro- 
Tided,"  and  the  provision  tbere  referred 
to — which  was  to  be  moved  in  place  of 
Clause  4 — dealt  witb  the  case  of  the 
survivors.  The  Amendment  to  be  pre- 
sently moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
"West  Aberdeenshire  (Dr.  rorquharson) 
said  the  father  of  any  infant  might 
appoint  "a  guardian  or  guardians  to 
act  jointly  with  the  motber  of  such  in- 
fant," &o. 

Mr.  INCE  said,  the  hon.  Member 
might  think  the  words  unneoesaarv ;  but 
be  bad  not  so  much  observed  the  ca- 
paoily  of  the  Courts  to  make  mistakes 
as  he  (Mr.  Lice)  had.  It  seemed  de- 
sirable to  put  these  words  in  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  a  mistake. 

Mk.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  last  speaker  as  to  the 
capacity  of  the  Courts  to  go  wrong ;  but 
he  should  think  that  if  they  put  these 
words  into  the  clause  Courts  would  be 
entrapped  into  going  wrong.  Tbere 
did  not  seem  to  be  any  necessity  for  an 
addition  to  the  Amendment.  The  pro- 
posal, it  was  admitted,  would  not  alter 
the  substance  of  the  Amendment;  and 
as  the  substance  appeared  quite  clear 
enough,  and  as  it  would  only  tend  to 
obscurity  to  add  anything,  he  hoped 
the  original  Amendment  would  be  ac- 
cepted without  alteration. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  was  certainly 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  addition  pro- 
posed, and  for  the  reason  that  it  would 
be  a  safeguard.  This  Bill  was  brought 
in  through  the  influence  of  strong- 
minded  women  over  weak-minded  men. 
He  would  not  go  into  the  argument  that 
God  had  established  a  distinct  inequality 
between  men  and  women ;  but  he  would 
say  that  if  this  Amendment  were  not  in- 
serted the  contention  of  fanatics  that 
men  and  women  were  considered  in  the 
dause  as  equal  would  prevail.  This 
Amendment  would  show  that  woman 
was  not  in  the  same  position  as  man. 

Question  put,  and  Mgatwtd. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agread  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause,  as  amemded,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 


Bill.  600 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  the  Amendment 
they  had  just  agreed  to  was  very  good 
BO  far  as  it  went ;  bat  the  clause  was 
wrong  altogether,  being  a  material  part 
of  a  very  bad  Bill.  He,  therefore, 
moved  its  rejection  altogether.  It  was 
very  hard  that,  at  this  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion, they  should  be  engaged  in  discuss* 
iog  a  Bill  of  such  importance — a  mea- 
sure for  altogether  revolutionizing  our 
domestic  relations.  Besides,  all  these 
discussions  were  useless — a  sheer  waste 
of  time— as  tbe  Bill  was  certain  to  be 
thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Jjords. 

Question  put,  and  tigrmd  to. 

Clause  4  (Parents,  or  survivor  of  them, 
may  appoint  guardians). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mb.  WABTON  rose  to  Order.  He 
said  tbere  was  an  Amendment  lower 
down  on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Aberdeenshire  (Dr.  Farqubarson)  com- 
mencing in  this  way — "Page  1,  leave 
out  Clause  4,  and  insert  the  following 
Clause."  He  (Mr.  Warton)  wished 
to  know  whether,  if  they  passed  Clause 
4  now,  it  would  be  competent  for  tilie 
hon.  Member,  later  on,  to  move  his 
clause?  They  would  have  passed  Clause 
4  before  the  hon.  Member's  proposal 
came  before  them.  A  similar  question 
would  arise  on  Clause  5 ;  therefore,  ha 
asked  at  once  for  the  deoiBion  -of  the 
Chairman  to  settle  both  questions. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  It  wiU  be  com- 
petent for  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Aberdeenshire  to  negative  this  clause. 
If  he  does  so  he  can  then  move  the 
clause  standing  in  his  name  when  it  is 
reached. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Clauses  fi  to  7,  inolusiTe,  fe. 
Clanse  8  (Interpretation  of  terms). 

Mb.  BBYCE  said,  he  had  several 
Amendments  to  propose  to  Clause  8. 
The  first  three  were — page  2,  line  15, 
after  ''justice,"  insert  "or  the  County 
Court  of  the  district  in  which  either  of 
tbe  parents  resides;"  line  16,  after  "jus- 
tice,** insert  "or  the  Ooon^  Court  of 
the  district  in  which  either  of  the  parents 
resides;"  line  17,  after  "Sesnim,"  insert 
"  or  the  Sheriff  Court  within  whosepuria- 
diction  either  of  the  spoues  resides." 
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These  Amendments  were  all,  practically, 
the  embodiment  of  the  same  principle, 
which  was  that  jurisdiction  under  the 
Act  should  be  giren  not  only  to  the 
High  Court  of  JuBtice  in  England  and 
Ireland,  and  to  the  Court  of  Seaeion  in 
Scotland,  but  also  to  the  inferior  Courts — 
that  was  to  say,  to  the  County  Courts 
aud  Sheriff  Courts.  The  object  of  the 
Amendments  was  to  meet  the  case  of 
poor  persons  who  would  be  unable  to 
afford  the  expense  and  time  necessary 
to  make  application  to  the  Superior 
Courts.  The  benefits  of  the  Bill  would 
be  confined  to  well-to-do  persons  if  these 
Amendments  were  not  agreed  to.  In 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
he  had  intimated  that  such  an  extension 
of  the  powers  conferred  by  it  on  the 
Court  would  probably  be  desirable,  and 
vhat  he  had  heard  since  had  strongly 
oonfiirmed  him  in.  the  belief  that  1^ 
ought  to  be  done. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  Ifi,  after  ''justice,"  inaait "  or 
the  Gonoty  Court  of  the  district  ia  which  either 
of  the  parenta  resides."— {.Ifr.  Bryet.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
1>e  there  inBerted." 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faerbb  Hehschell)  must  say  he 
thought  the  proposed  Amendment  sug- 
gested some  new  terrors,  because,  though 
his  hon.  Friend  had  said  it  was  to  meet 
the  case  of  poor  persons,  it  couM  not  be 
limited  to  that  case.  Every  father  under 
the  BiU  might  be  dealt  with  by  the 
County  Court  in  the  district  in  which  he 
resided.  This  was  one  of  the  most  de- 
licate jurisdictions  one  could  possibly 
establish ;  and  he  owned  he  did  not  him- 
self thinh  it  right  that  the  Counfy  Court 
Judges,  who,  certainly,  were  not  ap- 
pointed for  the  discharge  of  any  such 
ninction,  should  be  intrusted  with  it 
oompuleorily  as  against  any  person.  If 
the  hon.  Member  were  to  provide  means 
of  appeal  from  the  County  Court  to  a 
Superior  Court  the  case  would  be  dif- 
ferent. In  some  cases,  no  doubt,  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a  case  heard  in 
the  County  Court ;  but,  in  other  cases, 
it  would  be  necessaryto  resort  to  amuch 
higher  tribunal. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  will  sea  the  Amendment  says 
"  or  the  County  Court."  He  will  mark 
the  word  "  or.** 


The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Eareeb  Herschbll)  :  But  if  the  County 
Court  is  resorted  to  a  penson  would  be 
boimd  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Judge  presiding  over  the  district  in 
whieh  he  resides.  Some  people  might 
hesitate  about  submitting  themselves 
voluntarily  to  the  County  Court ;  and  I, 
therefore,  think  the  County  Court  J udge 
should  have  authority  to  give  power  to 
move,  on  the  application  of  either  party. 

Mb.  ANDE  RSON  said,  he  thought  this 
a  moat  valuable  Amendment,  and  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Bryce)  would 
persevere  with  it.  The  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral, when  he  spoke  about  the  County 
Court  Judges,  forgot  the  difference  be- 
tween the  County  Court  Judges  in  Eng- 
land aud  the  Sheriffs  in  Scotland.  The 
Sheriff's  Court  had  a  much  larger  juris- 
diction. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbee  Hebsohell)  :  There  is  no  ques- 
tion as  to  the  Sheriff's  Court  before  tho 
Committee.  I  am  speaking  of  the  Eng- 
lish case,  and  not  of  the  Scotch. 

lUDa.  HEALT  thought  thwe  was  a 
great  deal  in  what  the  Solicitor  General 
had  said.  An  option,  should  certainly 
be  given  to  enable  persons  to  go  either 
to  a  Superior  Court  or  a  County  Court. 
In  religious  cases,  especially  in  Ireland, 
decisions  would  not  have  by  any  means 
the  same  weight,  and  actions  would 
in  no  way  attract  the  same  amount  of  at- 
tention, if  tried  before  some  little  local 
Ooxirt,  as  they  would  if  tried  before  a 
Superior  Court.  The  mothers  would 
not  have  the  same  amount  of  protection, 
nor  would  the  fathers,  in  cases  in  which 
religious  differences  occurred,  in  the 
County  Court  as  they  would  in  a  Supe- 
rior Court  He  was  content  to  have  the 
County  Courts  in  tho  Bill,  but  thought  it 
necessary  that  any  party,  at  his  or  her 
option,  should  be  able  to  apply  to  a 
Superior  Court.   

Mr.  HORACE  DAVET  said,  the 
Solicitor  General  would  see  at  once  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  County 
Court  being  a  Court  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act,  as  it  would  apply  to  persons 
without  means  who  could  not  bear  the 
expense  of  going  to  the  High  Court, 
He  quite  agreed  that  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  in  giving  jurisdiction  to 
the  County  Court  in  every  case.  It  was, 
unfortunately,  impossible  to  put  a  limit 
to  the  cases  to  bo  heard  by  a  County 
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was  done  in  ordinary  mercantile  a£F&tr8. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Brjce)  and  himself 
had  discuseed  this  question,  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  some  words 
might  be  devised,  and  brought  up  on 
Heport,  to  meet  the  objection  of  the 
Solicitor  General.  Such  a  provision  as 
"  Provided  always  that  either  party  can 
apply  to  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court 
to  remove  the  case  to  the  High  Court," 
might  meet  the  objedion. 

Question  put,  and  agr0ed  U. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  CSause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  that  on  this 
clause  he  wished  to  make  one  observa- 
tion. One  df  the  Acts  repealed  was  the 
Act  of  Charles  II. ;  but  in  that  matter 
the  section  conflicted  with  Section  6, 
which  had  reference  to  the  old  Act.  If 
the  old  Act  was  repealed  here,  it  should 
be  struck  out  from  Section  6.  The 
whole  of  the  section  remained  in  force  in 
one  place,  and  only  part  of  it  in  another. 
He  only  pointed  this  out  in  a  friendly 
way. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Glauses  9  and  10  agretd  to. 

Mb.  INCE  said,  the  next  Amendment 
stood  in  his  name  in  the  following 
terms: — 

"  Page  ],  leave  out  Clause  4,  and  insert  tbo 
following  clause : — 

(SorviTuig  parents  may  appoint  guardiins.) 

"It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  surWvinr  parent 
of  an  unmarried  infant  by  deed  or  will  to  ap< 
point  a  guardian  or  guardians  of  suob  infont 
after  the  death  of  such  surrivor." 

After  what  had  taken  place  he  proposed 
to  waive  his  right  to  move  this  clause. 

On  the  Motion  of  Dr.  Fabquhabsoh, 
the  following  new  clause  was  inserted  in 
lieu  of  Clause  4 : — 

<Each  parent  may  appoint  guardian.) 

"  1 .  Each  of  the  parents  of  any  infant  may  by 
deed  or  will  appoint  any  person  or  persons  to  be 
guardian  or  gnardUtns  of  such  inmnt  after  the 
death  of  the  survivor  of  such  parents  (if  such 
infant  be  then  unmarried),  and  the  guardian  or 
guardians  so  appointed  shall  act  jointly  with  the 
guardian  or  guardians  (if  any)  appointed  by  the 
other  of  such  parents. 

"2.  The  father  of  any  infant  may  appoint 
a  guardian  or  guardians  to  act  jointly  with  Uie 
mother  of  Booa  in&nt  in  the  flvent  of  her  sar- 
fiving  lum. 

Mr,  Straot  Datij/ 


"  8.  The  mother  of  any  infant  may  apply  to 
the  court  for  the  appointment  of  some  fit  person 
or  persons  to  act  aa  guardian  or  fi^i^dians  of 
such  infant  after  her  death  jointly  with  the 
father  of  such  infant,  and  the  court,  if  satisfied 
that,  having  regard  to  the  character  or  habits 
of  the  father  or  other  grave  cause,  such  appoint- 
ment is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  such  infant, 
may  appoint  suck  guardian  or  goardians  so  to 
act  as  aforesaid. 

"4.  In  the  event  of  goardians  bang  naaUe  to 
agree  upon  a  question  affecting  the  welfare  of  an 
infant,  any  of  them  may  apply  to  the  court  for 
its  dtrectiona,  and  the  court  may  make  such  order 
or  orders  regarding  tbo  matters  in  difference  as 
itshall  think  proper  in  Uieinterest  of  the  infant." 

Mb.  BRTCE  said,  he  wished  to  propose 
a  new  clause  in  substitution  for  the  dth 
clause,  which  had  been  struck  out,  and 
to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Court  to 
some  extent.  The  Court  at  present  had 
power,  to  some  degree,  to  give  effect  to 
thQ  wishes  of  the  father  umess  his  con- 
duct had  been  bad.  It  was  proposed  by 
this  new  clause  to  admit  the  wishes  of 
the  mother,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
parents,  as  considerations  which  would 
affect  the  Court's  discretion,  and  in  that 
way  it  was  hoped  that  the  more  uerious 
existing  evils  would  bo  removed.  The 
clause  practically  embodied  what  was  the 
practice  of  the  English  Court,  except 
that  it  would  enable  the  Court  to  have 
T^ard  more  than  hitherto  to  the  conduct 
of  the  parents  and  the  wishes  of  the 
mother.  In  Scotland  ike  Court  of  Ses- 
sion did  not  seem  to  consider  itself  to 
have  this  power. 

New  Clause — 
(Court  may  make  order  aa  to  custody  of  in/ant.) 

"  The  court  may,  upon  the  application  of  the 
mother  of  any  infant  (who  may  apply  without 
next  friend),  make  such  order  aa  it  may  think 
fit  regarding  th>  custody  of  such  infant,  or  tho 
religion  in  which  it  is  to  be  brought  up,  having 
regard  in  the  first  place  to  the  interests  of  the 
inmnt,  and  then  to  the  conduct  of  the  parents, 
and  to  the  wishes  as  well  of  the  mother  as  of 
the  father,"— (Jfr.  Sr^ee,) 

— irot^ht  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  oould  not 
understand  what  was  meant  by  the 
<* interests"  of  the  child.  How  would 
the  matter  stand  if  the  child's  father 
was  a  Protestant  owning  a  family  living, 
and  he  had  the  child  educated  for  the 
Church  in  order  to  take  that  living ;  but 
the  mother  who  brought  the  child  np 
was  a  Bonutn  Catholic  ?  This  Bill  vqnld 
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rerolntioDise  sodeiy,  and  some  day  its 
Bupporten  would  bluBh  for  Iiaviug  passed 
it.  The  Oonrt  of  Ohancery  had  exei- 
cised  the  very  jurisdiction  embodied  in 
this  clause  for  centuries,  and  had  had 
no  difficulty  in  determining  questions  of 
this  kind  as  to  the  interests  of  a  child. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabaeb  Hebsohell)  said  he  viewed  this 
clause  vith  considerablo  misglviDg.  In 
certain  cases  the  Courts  had  had  to  con- 
eider  the  question  of  the  religion  in 
which  a  child  had  been  brought  up  ;  and 
they  had  had  a  guide  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  take  away  from  them. 
Hitherto  the  religion  of  the  father  had 
been  the  primary  rule  as  to  the  childreo, 
and  when  it  was  a  question  of  Protes- 
tant or  Boman  Catholic  there  was  that 
guide.  The  Court  had  followed  that 
guide ;  but  now  it  was  proposed  to  take 
away  all  guide  in  the  matter,  and  the 
mother  or  the  fa&er  being  aHve  could 
apply  to  the  Court  to  determine  in  what 
religion  the  child  should  be  brought  up. 
If  the  mother  applied  to  the  Court  and 
asked  that  the  child  should  be  brought 
up  in  a  particular  religion,  what  test 
had  the  Court  to  adopt  in  order  to  de- 
termine what  was  the  interest  of  the 
child  ?  It  was  not,  it  appeared,  to  be 
the  worldly  interest  of  the  child.  That 
might  be  one  test ;  but  in  many  instances 
it  would  be  an  unsatisfactory  one.  Then, 
if  religion  was  to  be  taken,  what  was 
the  guide  ?  He  confessed  he  could  not 
eee  how  this  clause  was  to  be  worked 
out  This  was  a  matter  subject  to  ex- 
treme differences  uf  view.  There  might 
be  a  difference  between  Protestants 
themselves — a  difiference  on  ecclesiastical 
points.  How  was  the  Court  to  deter- 
mine that,  if  it  was  to  have  regard,  in 
the  fi.rst  place,  to  the  interests  of  the 
infant?  He  did  not  propose  to  say 
what  was  to  be  the  guide  in  this 
matter;  but  he  should  look  with  con- 
siderable doubt  upon  this  clause.  He 
did,  however,  quite  agree  with  one  part 
of  the  clause,  for  he  thought  there 
should  be  a  greater  power  in  the  Court 
than  there  now  was  if  an  application 
was  made  by  the  mother  to  the  Oonrt 
with  reference  to  the  oonduot  of  the 
father,  because  there  were,  no  doubt, 
casee  in  whioh  a  proper  dieck  was  put 
upon  the  action  ol  the  father  when  he 
had  shown  himself  nnfit  to  have  control. 
He  was  quite  willing  to  see  some  steps 
taken  in  that  dire^on;  but  when  it 
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came  to  dealing  with  the  religion  in 
which  the  child  was  to  be  brought  up, 
having  regard,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
interests  of  the  child,  he  felt  th^  were 
on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  If  they 
looked  to  the  temporal  interests  of  the 
child  they  would  be  disregarding  what 
many  people  considered  higher  interests; 
but  if  they  looked  to  those  higher  in- 
terests, two  Judges  might  determine  in 
exactly  opposite  directions.  He  feared 
that  without  any  such  guide  as  was  now 
provided  it  would  be  impossible  to  work 
this  clause. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  avoid  dealing 
with  religion  at  all ;  because,  as  they  aU 
knew,  serious  grievances  had  arisen,  and 
might  arise,  uirough  forcing  a  child  to 
follow  the  religion  which  was  the  religion 
of  the  fa&er.  But  this  clause  would 
not  make  the  difficulty  any  greater  Uiui 
it  was  already  ;  it  would  rawer  diminish 
it  by  preventing  the  Court  from  be- 
coming,  in  extreme  cases,  the  unwilling 
agent  of  cruelty.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, in  the  first  place,  that  no  appli- 
cation could  be  made  except  upon  some 
ground  being  shown  for  the  change  de- 
sired. There  must  be  some  ground  shown 
to  justify  the  application ;  and,  in  the 
next  place,  the  striking  out  of  Clause  2 
of  the  present  Bill  made  the  Bill  leave 
the  Common  Law  right  where  it  was 
before — that  was  to  say,  in  the  father. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  construction 
of  this  new  5th  clanse  to  negative 
or  extinguish  the  permanent  Common 
Law  right  of  the  father,  and  all  that 
was  said  in  this  clause  with  regard 
to  the  wishes  and  conduct  of  the 
parents  must  be  taken  to  be  subject  to 
that  Common  Law  right ;  and,  therefore, 
primd  faeie  the  child  would  be  brought 
up  in  the  religion  of  its  father.  The 
Court  would  have  that  Common  Law 
rule  as  a  g^ide ;  and  it  was  only  where 
that  rule  failed  to  throw  light  on  the 
subject  that  it  would,  in  respect  to  reli- 
gioD,  be  empowered  to  have  peculiar 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  child  and 
wishes  of  the  mother. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  had  strengthened 
his  opposition  to  the  Bill.  If  there  was 
anything  at  all  that  might  be  taken  aa 
consolation  for  the  speech  of  the  Soli- 
citor General,  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
had  completely  demolished  it.  There 
was  nothing  to  guide  the  Court  except 

Digilized  by  Google 


((07  In/antt 


I  COMMONS  I  Sm.  60S 


the  Judge's  ovn  discretion ;  and,  look- 
ing at  the  wording  of  this  clause,  he 
failed  to  see  how  the  Judge  could  rule 
otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  his 
own  view  as  to  what  was  best  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  child.  He  could  not  see 
how  the  Judge  could  say  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  spiritual  interests  of 
the  child,  having  regard  to  this  section, 
which  established  no  standard  whatever, 
to  be  brought  up  in  any  other  religion 
than  that  of  the  parents. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  this  was  a  yerj 
important  matter ;  and,  in  bis  viev,  the 
arguments  of  the  Solicitor  Qeneral  bad 
not  been  answered  at  all.  It  would  bo 
better  to  leave  ibe  law  as  it  was  at  pre- 
sent ;  at  least,  so  far  as  the  religion  was 
ooneemed.  There  did  exist  some  gua- 
rantee at  the  present  time,  and  it  was 
needless  to  enforce  the  arguments  of  the 
Solicitor  (Jeneral ;  but  he  thought,  at 
least,  they  should  omit  the  words — "or 
the  religion  in  which  it  is  to  be  brought 
up."  They  must  have  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  child  ;  but  "  infants " 
were  sometimes  of  a  very  mature  age, 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  consider 
their  wishes  also. 

Tot  SOLIOITOB  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabrrb  Hebsohell)  suggested  that  the 
best  course  would  be  to  report  Progress 
now,  and  then  they  ooold  consider  what 
should  be  done.  This  was  a  most  deli- 
cate question,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
dealt  with  hastily. 

Mr.  BRYOE  said,  he  thought  it 
might  be  well  to  pass  by  this  clause  now, 
and  deal  with  it  on  the  report,  going  on 
with  the  rest  of  the  Bill  in  the  mean- 
time. He  was  reluctant  to  report  Pro- 
gress yet. 

Mr.  HEAIjT  proposed  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  now,  and 
afterwards  should  be  recommitted  in 
respect  to  clauses  that  were  contentious. 

Mk.  HAEBINQTON  said,  he  fuUy 
recognized  the  desire  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  bnn^ng  forward  this  measure, 
and  quite  believed  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  animated  by  the  best  intentions; 
but  the  best  intenlionB  might  sometimes 
lead  people  astray.  A  proposal  of  this 
kind  was  likely  to  considerably  i^ect 
existing  atatutes  and  raise  grave  and 
serious  complications ;  and  he  felt  that 
this  was  not  a  time  of  morning  at  which 
to  discuss  a  subject  of  this  nature.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  Progress  would  be 
reported. 


The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farrsr  Hebschell)  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was,  no  doubt,  anxious  to  get  this 
Bill  through  Oommittee  ;  and  he  would 
advise  hie  hon.  Friend  to  allow  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  to  be  reported,  and  tbcn 
put  down  this  or  a  similar  clause  for 
consideration  on  Report. 

Mb.  HBALT  asked  if  the  Bill  would 
be  recommitted  ? 

The  SOUOITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabekb  Hebschell)  replied  that  it  wotdd 
not. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  thought  that  in 
such  a  matter  as  this  it  would  be  very 
unsatisfactoiy  to  bring  up  a  clause  on 
the  Report  stage,  espedally  at  2  or  8 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  which  it 
could  not  be  brought  on. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  believed 
this  clause  would  ho  most  dangerous  to 
the  members  of  any  religious  community 
who  were  in  a  minority.  The  clause,  if 
insisted  upon,  would  lead  to  a  question 
of  endurance,  and  if  it  was  pressed,  he 
should  begin  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Bill,  and  put  down  as  many  Amend- 
ments as  he  could. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— 
{Mr.  Warton.) 

The  Oommittee  divided:  —  Ayes  10; 
Noes  42:  Majority  32.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  189.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  he  would  agree  to 
report  Progress  now,  and  bring  up  his 
amended  clause  on  Report,  and  so  hare 
this  question  settled. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  objected  to 
this  course  being  adopted.  He  had  un- 
derstood that  the  clause  would  he  alto- 
gether withdrawn,  or  so  shaped  that 
those  who  were  in  a  minority  in  Eng- 
land and  a  minority  on  the  Bench  in 
Ireland  would  be  able  to  obtain  guaran- 
tees. If  that  was  done,  then  he  should 
be  content  to  have  the  clause  with- 
drawn. 

Mb.  BRYCB  said,  that  that  was  what 
he  intended  to  do. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  objected  to 
allowing  the  Bill  to  go  on  without  some 
assurance  from  the  GoTemment  that 
they  would  not  consent  to  a  clause  like 
this  being  passed.  If  that  was  given, 
he  should  then  be  satisfied  y^\xX  if  that 

Digilized  by  VjOOQIC 


609      JUktropoUtm  Atyhtm      t  Jult  35,  19841 


Board,  f Sill 


610 


asBniance  was  not  giTen,  he  should  mm- 
plj  take  means  to  place  on  the  Paper 
Xntendments  to  every  danse  in  the  Bill. 

The  SOLIOITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbse  Hebschbii.)  said,  he  could  not 
give  any  pledge  that  the  Government 
would  oppose  tms  clause ;  but  be  thought 
he  had  given  indioationB  that  he  would 
oppose  any  clause  involving  the  objec- 
tions wlueh  had  been  pointed  out  to  this 
clause. 

Mr.  HAERINQTON  said,  he  could 
not  assent  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Bryce),  for  it  would  de* 
prive  hon.  Membere  of  an  oppwtunity 
of  speaking  in  the  debate.  If  they  had 
been  able  to  express  their  views,  this 
miserable  and  mischievous  clause  would 
have  been  disposed  of.  In  Ireland  this 
clause  would  give  power  to  a  number  of 
Ooonty  Court  Judges  to  administer  the 
law.  It  would  invest  them  with  an  en- 
tirdy  newpower ;  and,  from  what  they 
knew  in  Ireland,  they  oould  not  have 
the  slightest  confidence  in  those  Judges. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  he  had  endeavotired 
to  bring  before  the  House  the  conduct 
of  one  of  the  officials  intrusted  with  the 
administration  of  such  measures  as  this. 
That  official  had  indaced  Roman  Catho- 
lic children  to  join  in  an  excursion  given 
to  the  inmates  of  the  Frotestant  Orphans' 
Home,  and  he  took  that  opportunity  of 
preaching  to  the  Catholic  children. 
Every  member  of  his  family  was  iden- 
tified with  that  Home.  This  clause  would 
give  to  that  Judge  and  others  of  the 
same  kind  absolute  discretion  as  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  child  in  regard  to  its 
reli^on ;  and  he  and  his  hon.  Friends 
would,  therefore,  offer  the  etoongest  op* 
position  to  ^e  clause. 

Mn.  BRYCE  pointed  out  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  every  opportunity 
of  xcgeeting  this  clause,  and  it  was  quite 
clear,  from  what  had  been  said,  that  he 
could  not  carry  this  clause  in  face  of 
the  opposition  of  the  Solicitor  General. 
Thwefore,  hon.  Members  were  perfectly 
safe;  and,  for  his  part,  he  should  be 
quite  willing  to  omit  all  reference  to  re- 
ligion, if  the  House  preferred  that. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  recognized  the 
fact  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamleta  had  no  intention  to  impose  a 
disability  upon  Members  in  this  matter ; 
but  what  they  wanted  was  that  when 
this  clause  was  put  down,  the  Bill  should 
be  Teoonimitced  in  reference  to  this 
clause.   So  far,  they  had  no  guarantee 
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as  to  that ;  but  he  bought  it  was  a  per- 
fectly leaaonable  proposition,  and  such 
a  course  need  not  delay  the  Bill  at  all. 

OoLuiTEL  NOLAN  said,  he  wanted 
something  more  than  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  wanted.  He 
wanted  to  have  this  clause  left  out  alto- 
gether.  He  did  not  object  to  the  Bill, 
except  for  that  clause;  but  with  that 
clause,  he  looked  on  the  Bill  with  the 
greatest  fear,  and  knew  that  he  should 
be  found  fault  with  if  he  allowed  it  to 
pass  without  oflTeriug  it  the  strongest 
opposition  at  this  period  of  the  year. 
The  clause  would  change  the  whole  posi- 
tion of  the  minority,  and  unless  he  could 
get  some  assurance  he  should  oppose 
the  Bill  to  the  utmost. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Ma.  WABTON  said,  the  objections  to 
taking  up  this  clause  a^ain  on  Report 
were  very  strong.  If  this  was  an  ordi- 
ntury  Bill  of  only  trifling  importance,  tiiat 
course  might  be  pursued ;  out  it  was  too 
important  a  matter  to  be  slurred  over. 
It  involved  a  complete  change  of  the 
rights  of  husbands  and  wives,  and  there 
could  be  no  greater  example  of  reckless- 
ness in  regard  to  Business  than  the  way 
in  which  it  was  proposed  to  pass  this 
Bill.  This  Bill  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  real  sentiment  of  the  House, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  those  present  to 
protest,  in  the  interests  of  parents, 
against  this  irreligious  and  immoral  pro- 
position. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  appealed 
tohis-hon.  Friend  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
(Mr.  Healy). 

Motion,  by  leave,  wiihdrawn. 

Clause  withdrawn. 

Bill  rsported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered  upon  Ttutday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  308.] 

MOTIONS, 

METEOPOLITAK  ASYLUMS  BDABD  (BOBSOW- 

INO  POWBBS)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Cuableb  Dilse,  Bill  to 
enable  tho  Managers  of  the  Metropolitan  Asy- 
lums District  to  borrow  tbr  certain  pan^oseH  of 
"The  Diseases  Prevention  (Metropous)  Act, 
1883,"  or(f«-e<f  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Obaubb 
DiLKS  and  Mr.  €I«>rob  ,~ 
BUI  pre»mUd,aadi  read  1 
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FCBIttO  BIALTH  (iBELAITO)  (dISTBIOTS) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Solicitob  Genbhal  for 
Ibelaxd,  Bill  to  amend  "  Tho  Public  Health 
^relond)  Act,  1878,"  with  reference  to  Sanitary 
Districts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Solicitob  Gbkbral  for  Ireland. 
Bill prtattiied,&ai  read  the  first  time.  [Dill  311.] 

House  ftdjomned  at  a  quarter  before 
Four  o'clock  in  the  monuDg 
till  MtMiday  next 


HOUSE  OP  LOEDS, 
Mmday,  28^A  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— First  Reading- 
Local  CKtvemment  (Ireland)  ProTiaional  Or- 
ders (Labourers  Act)  (No.  8)*  (217) ;  Educa- 
tion  (Scotland)  Provistonal  Order*  (218). 

Second Seadinff—dnal  Boats  Act(1877)Amend. 
ment  (198);  Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)* 
(204);  Troita  (Scotland)*  (209);  Naval  and 
Greanwich  Hospital  Pensions  *  .  (203) ; 
Teachers'  ReaidenceB  (Ireland)  •  (2U). 

CommiV/w— Yorkshire  Eegistries  (192-219). 

Committte — Report — Strensall  Common*  (196). 

Report — Tramways  (Ireland)  Provisional  Or- 
der {No.  6)*  (211)  ;  Tramways  (Ireland)  Fro- 
visional  Order  (No.  2)*  (144). 

Third  Reading — Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  [No.  6)  *  (183);  Local  Government 
Proriiional  Orders  (No.  6)  *  (189) ;  Oyster 
Cnltivatiai  Ireland)  *  (197);  Sheriff  Court 
Hoosee  (Scotland)  Amendment*  (193),  and 
pantd. 

Royal  Aasent — Licensing  Act  (1872)  Amendment 
1^7  &  48  Viet.  c.  29] ;  Royal  Military  Asylum 
Chelsea  (Transfer)  [47  &  48  Viet.  o.  32] ; 
Great  Seal  [47  &  48  Viet,  c-  30]  ;  Newcastle 
Chapter  [47  &  48  V'et.  o.  33] ;  Colonial  Pri- 
Boners  Bemoval  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  811;  Public 
Libraries  Acta  Amendment  [47  &  48  Viet.  o. 
37] ;  Elections  (Hours  of  Poll)  [47  &  48 
Vtet.  o.  24] ;  Revision  of  Jurors  and  Voters 
Lieu  (Dubhn  County)  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  36]  ; 
PrisonB  (Ireland)  (Cost  of  Conveyance  of 
Prisoners)  •  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  36] ;  Indian 
Marine  [47  ft  48  Viet.  c.  38] ;  Naval  Disci- 
pline Act  {186C)  Amendment  [47  &  48  Vict. 
0.  39] ;  Refonnatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
(Manx  ChUdreu)  [47  &  48  Fict.  o.  40]  ;  Local 
Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
(Labourers  Act)  (No.  7)  [47  &  48  Vict.  c. 
'  div] ;  Benefices  (I'iverton  Portions)  Consoli- 
dtt^n  Amendment  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  civ]; 
Local  Government  (Ir^nd)  ProvisioDal Order 
(The  Labourers  Act)  (Enniacorthy,  &o.)  [47 
ft  48  Viet.  c.  clvi] ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (Salt  ■Works)  [47  &  48  Vict. 
c.  clvii] ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Or- 
den  (No.  2)  [47  ft  48  Viet  c.  dviii]. 


THE  WELLINGTON  STATUE. 

QDEBTIOir. 

LoHD  DENMAN  desired  to  ftsk  the 
Government  a  Question,  of  which  be 
had  given  Notice  some  weeks  ago,  but 
which,  being  out  of  town,  he  was  un- 
able to  put  at  the  time— namely,  Whe- 
ther permission  might  be  given  for  a 
photographer,  at  private  expense,  to  ob- 
tain a  photograph  of  the  head  of  the 
Btatue  (n  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington, 
removed  from  Hyde  Park  Oomer  7  He 
did  so,  if  possible,  to  prove  that  the  he»l 
of  the  colossal  statue  was  a  strong,  but 
coarse,  likeness  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington— and  more  fitted  to  remain  in 
London,  according  to  the  wish  of  a  majo- 
rity of  the  House  of  Lords,  which,  if 
the  (Sovemment  had  not  been  too  late, 
might  have  prevented  the  removal  of 
the  head  at  all,  and  have  proved  that 
the  statue  was  suitable  for  its  former 
elevated  place,  while  a  refined  statue 
on  a  smaller  scale  might  be  more  appro- 
priate for  Aldersbot. 

LoBD  SUDELET:  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Lord,  I  have  to  state  that  if  he 
had  asked  this  Question  three  or  four 
weeks  ago,  when  he  first  placed  it  on 
the  Paper,  the  First  Oonunissioner  would 
have  been  most  happy  to  have  consi- 
dered the  matter  to  see  if  it  could  have 
been  carried  out.  It  is  now,  howerer, 
too  lato  in  the  day,  and  a  photograph  of 
the  head  could  not  be  made  without  de- 
laying the  removal  of  the  statue  to  Al- 
dershot,  and,  therefore,  the  -First  Com- 
missioner regrets  that  he  cannot  consent 
to  it. 

PUBLIC  BUBINESS— BTTBOH  POLICE 
AND  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
QUESTION.  0BSEEVATI0N8. 

Lord  BALFOUE  said,  he  wisbed  to 
ask  Whetherthe  Government  could  name 
a  day  after  which  they  would  not  ask 
this  House  to  give  a  Second  Beading  to 
the  Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland) 
Bill  ?  He  knew  it  would  not  bo  in  Order 
to  discuss  the  Bill  on  this  occasion ;  but 
in  order  to  make  his  Question  intelli- 
gible, he  would  like  to  say  that  the  Bill 
had  berai  printed  on  the  3rd  of  Ajnil; 
that  it  was  a  Bill  of  5S8  clauses,  with 
40  pages  of  Schedules,  there  being  alto- 
gether 234  pages.  It  had  been  referred 
to  a  Select  Oonmiittee,  who,  oonsidering 
it  in  private,  had  t^en^£7  Bixisions 
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upon  it,  had  expunged  nearly  50  clauses, 
added  a  considerable  number,  and 
amended  209.  They  were  coming  to  a 
period  of  the  Seeatou  whon  there  was 
not  likely  to  be  much  time  for  the  dis- 
cussioa  and  consideration  of  measures ; 
and  he  wished  to  ask  how  it  was  pes- 
eihle  to  give  adequate  consideration  to 
a  oosnplicated  Bill  of -this  kind  unless  a 
nasonable  time  was  allowed?  He  cer- 
tainly thought  the  Bill  had  been  consi- 
dered for  so  long  a  period  in  the  other 
House  that  they  should  not  lightly  re- 
fuse to  proceed  with  it ;  but  the  pro- 
oedurein  regard  to  it  showed  that  it  was 
by  no  means  a  Bill  about  which  there 
waa  no  contention.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  at  least  a  week  or  10  days  would 
be  allowed  to  elapse  between  the  second 
reading  and  the  Committee  stage  in  this 
House  if  the  Bill  was  to  be  persevered 
-with. 

Ths  Earl  07  BALHOUSIE  said,  it 
vas  qnite  true  that  this  was  a  compli- 
cated Bill,  and  that  it  had  been  long 
delayed  in  the  other  House;  but  it  would 
be  premature  to  say  what  steps  the  Go- 
vernment might  take  with  regard  to  it, 
because,  although  it  was  generally  un- 
derstood that  the  Prorogation  was  not 
far  off,  still  the  day  was  not  yot  fixed, 
and  he  thought  it  was  altogether  too 
soon  to  decide  what  course  might  be 
taken  by  the  Government  with  regard  to 
this  measure. 

EOTPT-THB  CONFEBENOE. 

QUESTION. 

Thb  Marquess  of  SALISBURY : 
I  wish  to  ask  Whether  the  noble  Garl  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AjSairs 
has  any  mfbrmatioa  to  communioate  to 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  Oonfer- 
ence  ?  I  understood  that  sometibing 
passed  in  the  oUier  House  as  to  the  day 
on  which  a  statement  would  be  made. 

Eaxl  GRANVILLE :  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  any  pledge  was  given  upon 
the  matter ;  but  I  am  quite  ready  to 
give  the  noble  Marquess  what  informa- 
tion I  possess.  The  Conference  met 
again  to-day.  An  importaat  point  arose, 
which  required  reference  to  the  Powers. 
We  meet  again  to-morrow,  in  the  hope 
of  the  Plenipotentiaries  having  received 
their  iostrootions.  This,  however,  is  not 
eertain ;  but  I  can  assure  the  noble  Mar- 
quess that  we  are  making  every  effort 
ia  the  Confereooe  to  lose  no  time. 


ARMY— ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT— 
NEW  SMALL-BORE  RIFLE. 
OBSEKTATIOKS. 

Thk  Eakl  as  WEMTS3,  in  calling 
attention  to  the  proposed  manufacture 
of  a  new  small-bore  rifle  for  the  Army, 
and  to  the  consequent  evils  of  a  break 
of  gauge,  said,  he  would  ask  their  Lord- 
ihipa  to  consider  what  was  the  fresh 
arm,  whether  it  was  a  good  aud  ofHcient 
soldier's  weapon,  what  were  its  sup- 
posed advantages,  and  whether  these 
outweighed  what  might  be  said  in  favour 
of  the  existing  arm.  By  the  evidence 
that  they  had  they  had  proved  distinctly 
that  the  Martini-Henry  had  showed  it- 
self to  be  in  all  respects  a  trustworthy 
and  moBt  serviceable  weapon.  It  had 
been  tried  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
the  opinions  of  soldiers  proved  that  it 
had  shown  itself  a  most  valuable  and 
effective  arm.  Mr,  Martin  Smith,  one 
of  the  best  shots  in  the  world,  and  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  English 
Eight,  had  said  of  it  that  it  possessed  a 
very  long  range,  eood  trajectory,  and 
moderate  recoil.  In  the  Russo-Turkish 
War  it  had  inflicted  losses  at  so  great  a 
distance  as  two  miles,  and  at  2,000  yards 
it  would  penetrate  9  inches  of  sand.  Up 
to  the  present  time  it  was  far  in  advance 
of  the  men  who  had  to  use  it ;  and  what 
possible  advantage  oould  there  be  in 
giving  the  soldiers  a  slightly  improved 
arm  at  an  enormous  cost  ?  It  was  said 
that  the  trajectory  of  the  new  small-bore 
rifle  proposed  to  be  manufactured  would 
be  lower  than  that  of  the  Martini-Henry. 
He  ventured  to  think  that  this  question 
of  trajectory  might  be  met  in  the  present 
arm.  The  real  question  was  whether 
thej  were  for  the  sake  of  a  slight  in- 
crease in  range  and  accuracy  to  cast  the 
whole  thing  adrift  again  and  establish 
a  break  of  gau^e.  That,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  an  evil  so  great  as  to  outweigh 
an  increase  in  these  directions.  The  day 
might  come  when  the  Reserve  Forces 
,  and  the  Regulars  would  be  called  upon 
to  act  together,  and  the  danger  of  a  dif- 
ference in  ammunition  would  be  seriously 
folt.  As  to  the  Reserve  Forces,  it  was 
said  that  they  must  give  the  Army  the 
best  arm,  and  the  inferior  arm  would 
do  for  the  inferior  troops.  He  ventured 
to  think  that  the  argument  was  the 
other  way.  In  what  be  had  said  about 
this  old  question  he  was  not  giving  what 
was  merely  hia  o^n^^o^(3^Mj^^ 
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that  of  experienced  officers,  such,  as  Sir 
Henry  Wilmot.  This  new  arm  was  to 
be  about  half-a-pound  heavier  than  the 
existing  arm.  Now,  anjone  who  had 
carried  a  rifle,  either  for  military  pur- 
poses or  for  deer  stalking,  would  %^ow 
what  a  difference  a  few  ounces  would 
make.  Having  himself  been  for  many 
years  Chairman  of  the  National  BiBe 
Asaociation,  and  having  done  all  in  his 
power  to  encourage  rifle  shooting,  he 
was  anxious  that  the  Army  and  the  na- 
tion should  have  the  best  possible  wea- 
pon ;  and  he  would  not  advocate,  he 
would  not  say  a  retrograde  step,  but  a 
resistance  to  further  advance,  if  he  did 
not  in  his  conscience  believe  that  the 
present  arm  was  all  that  was  necessary 
for  the  efficiency  of  the  Army. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY  remarked, 
that  the  noble  Earl  had  made  a  very 
strong  appeal  to  the  House,  or  rather  to 
the  Qovemment,'  not  to  adopt  a  change 
in  the  present  arm.  He  might  say  that 
a  oondusion  had  not  as  yet  been  arrived 
at.  A  very  strong  Committee,  consisting 
of  officers  and  civilians,  had  been  sitting 
for  the  last  three  years,  and  had  floally 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  the  wea- 
pon to  which  the  noble  Earl  had  called 
attention.  The  noble  Earl  had  alluded 
to  the  extreme  accuracy  attained  by  the 
present  Martini-Henry.  He  had  no  de- 
sire or  reason  to  controvert  the  state- 
ment. For  certain  purposes,  as  com- 
pared with  other  European  rifles,  the 
Hartini-Henri  didnot  stand  badly,  espe- 
cially at  long  ranges.  But  since  1871 
great  improvements  had  been  made  in 
the  manufacture  of  rifles ;  and  yet  the 
whole  argument  of  the  noble  Earl  had 
been  that  th^  were  never  to  make  any 
improvement,  because,  if  they  did,  they 
would  be  obliged  to  have  a  certain  portion 
of  their  whole  Forces  for  a  time  armed 
with  one  rifle,  while  the  rest  had  another. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  noble  Earl 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  whole  Force 
of  the  country  should  be  armed  with  the 
best  possible  weapon  ;  but  the  Regular 
troops  had  got  the  Martini-Henry  be- 
cause, unfortunately,  they  were  con- 
stantly obliged  to  use  their  weapons  in 
actual  warfare,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
the  obvious  duty  of  the  Qovemment  to 
arm  them  flrst.  As  he  had  said,  the 
matter  was  still  tuhjttdiet;  but  he  would 
like  to  mention  a  row  points  in  connec- 
tion with  this  new  weapon.   The  bore 
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was  to  be  slightly  reduced,  and  a  corre- 
sponding reduction  made  in  the  w^gbt 
of  the  bullet.  The  result  of  this  would 
be  that  in  a  range  of  600  yards  the  tra- 
jectory of  the  new  weapon  would,  at  its 
highest  point,  be  2  feet  lower  than 
that  of  the  present  Ifarttni-Henry,  with 
a  corresponding  difference  at  longer 
ranges.  With  respect  to  lowness  of  tra- 
joctory,  it  was  not  merely  of  importance 
at  long  ranges,  but  was  of  even  greater 
importance  at  short  ranges.  The  great 
reduction  in  the  height  of  trajectory  was 
of  enormoiis  importance,  not  only  in  the 
case  of  good  shots,  but  also  with  regard 
to  the  less  skilful  ones.  Another  point 
to  which  the  noble  Earl  had  referred 
was  the  increase  of  weight  in  the  new 
weapon.  It  was  true  that  owing  to  some 
additions—that  of  a  guard,  to  prevent 
(he  hand  from  being  burnt  by  the  beat, 
and  of  an  increase  of  metal  in  the  barrel 
— the  new  rifle  was  heavier  than  the 

{iresent  one,  but  the  ammunition  was 
ighter ;  so  that  taking  the  new  rifle  wiUi 
60  rounds  of  its  ammuniti<Ha,  a  man 
would  only  have  a  few  ounces  more  to 
carry  than  with  the  present  rifle  and  <tO 
oi  its  rounds.  The  real  ailment  of  the 
noble  Earl,  however,  had  been  that  it 
was  inadvisable  to  effect  another  break 
of  gauge.  It  was  absolutely  necessary, 
to  some  extent,  to  go  gradually  to  work. 
There  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  considerable 
number  of  rifles  required  in  a  very  short 
period ;  and  it  was  hoped,  if  the  new 
rifle  was  adopted,  that  all  the  Infantry 
of  the  Line  would  be  at  once  armed  witii 
it.  Therefore,  the  only  break  of  gauge 
would  be  between  the  Beg^ular  and  the 
Auxiliary  F(»roes.  He  agreed  that  no 
change  should  be  made  unless  it  were 
necessary ;  but  the  inoonvenienoe  of 
which  the  noble  Lord  compliuned  was  a 
temporary  one.  If,  however,  his  advioe 
were  followed,  it  would  render  other 
inconveniences  permament.  His  noble 
Friend  had  suggested  that  it  would  be 
pOEsible  to  obtain  all  the  results  that 
were  sought  to  be  obtained  by  the  new 
rifle  by  using  the  rifle  they  now  possessed 
with  a  smaller  bullet.  That  matter  was 
discussed  in  1871  by  a  Committee  over 
which  his  noble  Friend  on  the  Gross 
Benches  presided,  and  the  Committee 
rejected  the  proposal  made  by  his  noble 
Friend,  which  would  involve  the  very 
great  inconvenience  of  haringtwo  kinds 
of  ammunition  for  the  Army.  It  was 
necessary  to  keep  ^a«jriH,^^^ 
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inasin  having  the  best  possible  weapons 
for  modem  warfare ;  and  the  qnesbons 
tor  conuderation  were  whether  the  im- 
proTamenti  in  the  new  weapon  were 
sufficieDtly  important  to  justify  the  tem- 
porary inoonyenience  which  might,  to  a 
dight  extent,  arise  from  the  break  of 
gauge  which  the  noble  Lord  deprecated. 

Lord  0HELM8F0RD  said,  he  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Earl  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  "War  that 
the  question  was  still  suijadice,  because, 
although  the  proposed  new  rifie  might 
be  a  superior  weapon  in  firing  power  to 
titeUartini-Henry,  a  weapon  could  easily 
be  produced  which  would  be  of  the  same 
gauge  as  the  Martini-Henry  whilst  poa- 
eessing  all  the  imprOToments  contained 
in  the  new  one;  and  thus  the  dis- 
adTantages  of  having  two  rifles  re- 
quiring separate  ammunition  would  be 
prevented  His  experience  in  South 
AfHoa  showed  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  faalf-cook  weapon;  otherwise  the 
men  had  either  to  go  with  their  rifles 
unloaded,  and  wrae  therefore  unprepared 
for  endden  emergencies,  or  when  their 
rifles  were  loaded  there  was  always  the 
danger  of  some  nerrous  man  letting  his 
weapon  go  off  and  shooting  his  comrades. 
Upon  sentry  and  outpost  du^  it  was 
deetrable  that  the  men  should  always 
have  Aeir  weapons  loaded. 

TwB  Eabl  of  WEMYaS,  in  reply, 
said,  that  this  new  rifle  was  to  be  intro- 
duced as  a  "  temporary  arrangement." 
The  Martini-Henry  rifle  was  brought  in 
as  a  temporary  arrangement  "15  years 
ago,  and  was  still  in  use.  He  hoped 
t&nt  the  rmdt  of  that  diseuasion  would 
ba  that  the  Government  would  turn  their 
attention  to  improving  the  Martini- 
Henry  rifle  in  every  way,  luid  avoid,  if 
possible,  the  very  serious  evil  of  a  break 
of  gauge. 

ARMY  (OFFICERS)-VOLUNTAIIY  RE- 
TIREMENTS—THE NEW  WAKRANT. 

ifonoir  FOB  Air  addbeu. 

The  Eabl  of  FOWIS  rose  to  call 
attention  to  the  new  Warrant  atkspend- 
ing  voluntary  retirements  for  captains 
and  majors  of  the  line ;  and  to  move  for 
number  of  first  appointments  to  cavalry 
and  infantry  of  the  line  respeetively  (ex- 
<dudine  household  cavalry,  foot  guards, 
and  adoniol  ooTps)  in  1880,  1881,  1882, 
1880 ;  mimber  of  Kentenants  promoted 
eaptaitts  i&iiavalry  and  inftotry  of  tiie 


line,  respectively,  in  each  of  those  years ; 
with  number  of  cavalry  regiments  and 
line  battalions  on  establishment.  The 
noble  EdtI  said,  that  at  the  time  when 
the  system  of  purchase  in  the  Army  was 
abolished,  and  when  objection  was  made 
to  the  introdiiction  of  compulsory  retire- 
ment in  the  lower  ranks  of  the  Service, 
the  War  Office  laid  great  stress  on  the 
existence  of  voluntary  retirement,  and 
stated  over  and  over  again  that  volun- 
tary retirement  would  make  compidsory 
retirement  a  mere  fiction.  Those  declara- 
tions answered  their  purpose  at  the  time; 
but  now  within  two  years  they  were 
being  considerably  modified.  He  thought 
it  would  hare  been  much  more  simple  if 
BO  important  a  change  as  this,  and  one 
which  affected  so  severely  the  individuals 
concerned,  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  moving 
the  Army  Estimates.  The  plan  must 
have  been  all  digested  then,  and  an  ex- 
planation of  the  cause  which  had  led  to 
its  adoption  would  have  obviated  any 
apprehensions  as  to  its  probable  effect. 
In  1883,  excluding  Guards,  Household 
Cavalry,  and  Colonial  Corps,  in  28  regi- 
ments there  had  only  been  24  promotions 
from  lieutenant  to  captain.  In  141 
battalions  of  Infantry,  having  Id  sub- 
alterns each,  there  had  only  oeen  159 
promotions.  Surely,  neither  of  these 
ratee  could  be  called  extravagant.  U 
there  were  a  special  run  of  vacancies  in 
any  particular  regiment,  there  were 
plenty  of  old  subalterns  who  mi^t  be 
promoted  from  other  regiments.  Har^s 
Army  LUi  showed  that  there  wero 
enough  subaltema  of  nine  jetmf  stand- 
ing to  supply  nearly  a  years  vaeandes ; 
and  if  eight  years  were  taken  tiiero 
would  be  an  infinite  number.  There  was 
not  even  the  miserable  excuse  of  a 
money  saving,  because  a  series  of  offi- 
cers retiring  in  succession  upon  gratuities 
would  receive  less  money  than  a  series 
retiring  upon  £200  a-year  for  the  same 
period,  the  average  duration  of  such  an 
annuity  at  40  years  of  age  being  13  or  14 
years  by  the  War  Office  Tables.  Tho 
treatment  of  the  majors  was  still  more 
unjust.  An  officer,  if  a  captain,  was 
turned  out  of  the  Army  by  the  War 
Office  for  its  own  convenience  at  40 ; 
but  if  he  had  the  luck  to  be  a  ibajor,  ho 
was  to  be  kept  oompulsorily  till  he  was 
48,  when  his  health  might  be  failing. 
While  every  military  ihHrinaire  de- 
nonnced  long  ^^^,%i^(3^^^ 
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an  atrocity^  the  officer  was  to  be  chained 
to  the  oar  like  a  Venetian  gallej-slaTe. 
The  reserration  in  the  Warrant  of  a 
pover  of  sluiKiiBicm  was  intended  only 
lor  emergencies  —  such  as  an  Indian 
Mutiny,  or  threat  of  invasion. 

Moved  for — 

Retam  of  num'ber  of  first  appointments  to 
cavalry  and  infantry  of  line  respectively  (ex- 
cluding household  cavalry,  foot  guards,  and 
.colonial  corps)  in  1880,  1681,  1888, 1883 ;  num- 
ber of  lieutenants  promoted  captains  in  cavalry 
and  infantry  of  the  line,  respectively,  in  each  of 
those  years ;  and  number  of  cavalry  regiments 
and  line  battolions  on  establishment.— (TAa 
Earl  ofJPowit.) 

The  Eael  of  IfOELEY,  who  was  very 
indistinctly  heard,  said,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  answered  a 
similar  Qneation  fully  a  few  days  ago, 
and  had  sent  a  copy  of  his  answer  to  all 
the  newspapers.  The  Oovemment  would 
have  no  objection  to  granting  the  Be- 
tum  which  the  noble  Earl  asked  for. 
The  Warrant,  however,  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  referred  was  not  a  Warrant 
at  all ;  it  was  merely  an  explanatory 
Begulation  under  the  Warrant  long  ago 
issued.  The  noble  Earl  accused  the 
War  Office  of  gratuitously  and  without 
sufficient  reasou  making  changes,  and 
he  seemed  to  blame  the  War  Office  for 
the  present  system  of  promotion  in  the 
Army.  The  present  system  of  Army 
promotion  was  based  on  the  Beport 
of  a  Boyal  Commission  presided  orer 
by  Lord  Penzance.  In  the  Beport  of 
the  CommisBiooerB  the  following  pas- 
sage occurred  in  reference  to  the  volun- 
taiy  retirements  with  pension  or  gratuity 
which  they  recommended : — 

"  The  above  systom,  thon,  is  intended  as  a 
flexible  (me,  nnder  which  the  actual  rate  of  pro- 
motion can  be  controlled.  It  is  an  inevitable 
result  of  the  regimental  system  and  of  pro- 
motions taking  place  within  the  regiment  that 
the  offioera  of  any  one  ngiment  may  from  time 
to  time  go  forward  qai(£er  than  uiose  of  an- 
other by  reason  of  more  frequent  deaths  or 
other  oaoMB  of  vacancy.  This  ineqDalit;jr  may 
to  some  extent  be  rectified  in  the  granting  or 
withholding  voluntary  retirements  in  each  in- 
dividual case  according  to  the  state  of  promo- 
tion in  tha  {ntticnlar  regiment.  By  the  ezer- 
dse  of  a  like  discretion  the  gen^l  rate  of  pro- 
motion may  be  held  in  cheoK  on  the  one  hand 
or  stimulated  on  the  other  throughout  the 
Army.  And,  further,  we  may  remark  that  a 
■yatem  of  this  kind,  capable  of  expansion  or 
oontraotion,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  to 
administer  it  will  readily  adapt  itself  to  the 
changes  by  way  of  aogmentation  of  the  higher 
ranks  or  otherwiao  wnioh  the  fatnre  derdop- 
ment  of  military  organisation  may  render  ne- 

The  Earl  of  PowH 


This  recommendation  was  given  effect 
to  by  Article  94  of  the  Boyal  Warrant, 
which  was  as  follows : — 

"  Voluntary  retirement,  with  retired  pay  or 

gratuity,  shaU  only  be  permitted  when  it  shall 
be  deemed  oxpodient  by  our  Secretary  of  State. 
Before  such  volantary  retirement  he  par- 
mitttid,  it  shall  be  apecially  xecommendea  by 
our  Commander-in-Chisf  and  approved  by  our 
Secretary  of  State." 

The  Secretary  of  State  pointed  out,  in 
the  answer  to  which  he  referred,  tiiat 
he  should  deal  with  every  individual 
cose,  and  not  allow  the  retirement  of  a 
major  unless  the  vacancy  was  to  be 
filled  by  the  promotion  of  a  oaptun, 
who  must  have  seen  at  least  18  years' 
service,  and  not  to  allow  the  retirement 
of  a  captain  unless  the  lieutenant  to  be 
appointed  had  seen  nine  years'  service. 
Therefore,  taking  into  consideration  the 
recommendation  of  the  Eoyal  Commis- 
sion, and  the  fact  that  the  Warrant  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  that  voluntary  retire- 
ment should  be  regulated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  he  thought  that  the  Eegu- 
lations  made  were  fair  and  reasonable, 
and  that  officers  had  no  just  grounds  of 
complaint.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  be- 
lieved these  Kegulationswotild  affect  them 
very  little. 

Tub  Eabl  op  LONGFOED  said,  the 
noble  Earl's  explanation  was  very  satis- 
factory, except  to  those  affected  by  it. 
He  had  before  now  called  attention  to 
the  inconvenience  caused  to  officers  by 
the  uncertainty  that  prevailed  as  to  the 
War  Office  Warrants  and  Begulatlons. 

Motion  agresd  to^ 

CANAL  BOATS  ACT  (1877)  AMENDMENT 
BIIX.-(No.  198.) 

[The  Lord  Carrinffton) 
SECOND  KEADINO. 

Order  of  tiie  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Lord  CARRINGTON,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said,  it  was 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  amending 
certain  slight  defects  in  the  Act  of  1877, 
and  incorporating  into  it  certain  defini- 
tions. 

Iloved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\" 
—(7a*  Lord  CarringUm.) 

The  Earl  of  WEMT88  thought  the 
Bill  unnecessary,  and  aaid  he  would 
explain  his  reasons  on  tbe  H<Otioa  to  go 
into  Committee.  C  f^{^n\f> 
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Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LAITBED  ESTATES  (IBGLAlfD]. 
UOTION  ¥0B  SBTUBNS. 

The  MAHQT:fE8S  of  WATERFOED,  in 
moring  for  Hetums  with  reg^ard  to  the 
number  of  Irish  estates  in  the  hands  of 
UeceiTers,  said,  that  Mr.  Trevelyan,  in 
introducing  the  Land  Purchase  Bill, 
vhich  had  unfortunately  been  dropped, 
made  a  statement  pointing  out  that  they 
were  in  Ireland  rapidly  approaching  to 
that  condition  of  affairs  which  resulted 
in  the  Encumbered  Estates  Court  Act 
being  passed  in  1849.  At  that  time 
there  was  a  rental  in  the  hands  of  He- 
ceivers  of  £750,000  a-^ear,  and  there 
were  1,000  Chancery  suits,  in  which  the 
rights  of  the  parties  had  been  ascer- 
tamed,  but  where  it  was  impossible  to 
realize  the  property.  At  the  present 
time,  owing  to  various  circumstances, 
Beceirers  were  collecting  a  rental  of 
£440,000  a-year,  and  there  were  750 
properties  ripening  for  sale,  and  which 
at  present  had  no  chance  of  being  sold. 
This  was  Mr,  TreTolyan's  statement. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  how  this 
state  of  affairs  might  be  obviated.  It 
was  desirable  the  expenses  should  be 
cut  down  as  low  as  possible.  The  rea- 
Bon  why  he  was  moving  for  these  Be- 
tnrns  was  that  the  expenses  were  much 
larffer  than  necessary,  and  that  the 
work  might  be  done  at  a  much  less  cost. 
A  great  1^  of  the  present  expense  was 
needless  extravagance.  No  doubt,  it 
was  neoessary,  after  the  money  was  paid 
into  Oonrtf  'that  parties  should  appear 
before  t&e  Jiidge  to  claim  the  propor- 
tions due  to  them ;  but  the  costs  in  the 
previous  part  of  the  transaction  might 
be  materially  cut  down,  and  thus  re- 
lieve those  ^cumbered  estates  which  of 
all  in  Ireland  were  least  able  to  bear 
this  exoessive  expense.  If  the  Eeturns 
were  granted,  they  should  see  clearly 
what  the  expenses  imder  the  present 
system  were ;  and  he  trusted  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would,  if  he  were 
right  in  his  oontention,  take  measures, 
by  the  appointment  of  a  Boyal  Com- 
misden,  to  inquire  into  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  see  whether  a  great  deal  of 
this  official  votk  which  at  present  «ame 
b^oze  a  Judge,  thus  entailing  all  the 
n^eessaiy  expense  of  judicial  procedure, 
oould  not  be  transferred  to  an  officer  of 
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the  Court  acting  under  the  Judge,  who 
could  carry  out  the  work  in  an  equally 
efficacious  but  far  simpler  and  less  ex- 

Sensive  manner  ;  while  the  Judge's  nn- 
ivided  attention  could  then  be  given  to 
purely  judicial  work.  The  nobTe  liord 
concluded  by  moving  for  the  Eetums. 

Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House — 

"I.  Bdtura  showing  the  number  of  estates 
under  the  management  of  receiverB  in  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  Ir^and — («.)  At  the  dose 
of  the  vear  1877  (seven)  ;  (h.)  At  the  dose  of 
the  year  1883  (three);  (0.)  The  total  groBS 
anonal  rental  of  such  estates. 

"II.  lietum  of — (a.)  Total  amount  of  the 
costs  of  passing  receivers  accounts  taxed  in  the 
year  1883 ;  {b.)  Total  amount  of  receivers  mis- 
cellaneous costs  taxed  in  the  year  1883 ;  (e.) 
Total  amount  of  costs  of  the  petitioner  or  other 
the  person  having  carriage  of  the  proceedings  in 
receiving  matten  taxed  in  the  year  1883." — 
(  Th«  Mvrqwtn  of  Wattrford.) 

LoED  OAEUNGFORD  (Lobd  Fbesi- 
DENT  of  tiie  Ootihoil)  said,  the  Eetums 
would  not  be  opposed,  and  he  should 
reserve  what  he  had  to  say  until  the 
figures  were  before  the  House. 

Thb  LOED  OHANCELLOE  said, 
he  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  noble  Marquess  had  been  on  some 
points  misinformed  about  the  details  of 
the  expenses  supposed  to  be  necessary 
to  be  incu.red  in  these  proceedings.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  much  of  the  work 
re»rred  to  which  was  supposed  to  in- 
volve the  expense  of  application  to  the 
Court  ought  to  be  done  in  Chambers. 
He  did  not  think  a  Eoyal  Commission 
would  be  a  proper  way  of  proceeding, 
and  he  was  afraid  the  Eetums  would 
throw  no  light  on  the  matter,  as  it  did 
not  go  into  details. 

The  Eael  oe  LONGFOED  said,  he 
was  afraid  the  noble  Marquess  was  not 
misinformed  at  all,  as  he  had  frequently 
heard  the  matter  represented  in  the  same 
terms  in  Ireland.  He  hoped  the  ma- 
chinery was  capable  of  considerable  ex- 
pansion, as  in  the  present  state  of  the 
country  there  would  be  a  great  deal 
more  of  this  work  for  the  Courts  to  do. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Eetums  ordtr«d  to  be  laid  before  fhe 

House. 

LAW  AND  POLICE    (METBOPOLES) — 
THE  REFORM  DEMONSIRATIOII. 
QUESTION'.  OBSEBVATIOKS. 

XiOED  8TEATHEDEN  asd  CAMP-- 
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the  Paper  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, On  what  ground  the  different  routes 
to  Parliament  were  blocked  up  or  pro- 
hibited on  July  Slst  ?  To  guard  myself 
against  miaappreheDsion,  let  me  say 
that,  as  a  supporter  of  the  Franchise 
Bill  on  its  second  reading,  I  give  no  opi- 
nion against  the  demonstration  which 
occurred.  I  even  join  in  the  eulogies 
vhich  have  been  rather  prodigally  la- 
vished on  its  good  organization,  and  its 
law-Tespeoting  character.  Glad  should 
I  be  if  even  nov  it  led  to  a  transaction 
between  rival  Fartiea  in  the  State  by 
which  excitement  in  the  autumn  would 
be  obviated.  Tbe  Question  bears  ex- 
clusively on  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  show  that  it  is  a  proper  and 
a  necessary  Question,  I  must  refer — 
however  trivial  in  itself — to  my  ex- 
perience on  Monday.  At  4  o'clock,  I 
left  the  neighbourhood  of  Berkeley 
Square  to  be  here  at  the  time  of  Public 
Business.  The  police  turned  me  from 
Berkeley  Street,  and  again  from  Grafton 
Street — which  were  not  the  route  of  the 

Srocession  —  while  they  declared  St. 
ames's  Street  to  be  impassable,  and 
recommended  Regent  Street,  which 
really  was  so.  By  choosing  my  own 
path  I  waa  able  to  reach  Bridge  Street, 
and  there  had  to  remain  an  hour,  as 
there  was  no  access  to  Falaee  Yard  ex- 
oe^it  by  crossing  the  procession^  To 
bnng  the  procession  at  all  into  that 
quarter  vas  most  superfluous,  as  it  in- 
volved a  detour,  and  was  not  their 
nearest  way  to  Piccadilly.  It  was  a 
quarter  past  6  before  X  could  join  your 
Lordships.  On  my  part,  there  is  no 
personal  complaint,  no  personal  an- 
noyance. Xt  happened  to  be  immaterial 
whether  X  reached  the  House  at  one  time 
or  another.  It  is  an  advantage  in  some 
respects  to  be  forced  to  contemplate  at 
leisure  a  remarkable  display  of  banners 
and  of  bands  which  may  'affect  the  his- 
to^  of  the  country.  But  what  ought  to 
strike  ^our  LordMips,  and  probably  will 
do  80,  IB  that  if  on  an  occasion  of  this 
land  streets  are  barred  at  the  ^scre- 
tion  of  a  Oovenunent,  they  may  eiulude 
from  the  two  Houses  the  individuals 
they  desire  to  exolnde,  they  may  rush 
through  Ql6  measures  they  are  anidous 
to  precipitate,  or  negative  the  Motions 
they  do  not  wish  to  be  adopted.  Now, 
if  a  matter  of  this  kind  is  unnoticed,  it 
is  nearly  sure  to  be  repeated.  If  atten* 
U<m  is  directed  to  it,  it  is  not  likdy  to 
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become  a  precedent.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
public  duty  to  address  the  Question  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Thb  Eael  op  DALHOUSIE  :  All  I 
can  state,  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
is  that  they  did  not  arrange  the  route  of 
the  procession.  They  issued  directions 
to  the  police  so  to  regulate  the  trt^o  $» 
to  prevent  disorder  and  to  insure  that  as 
little  confusion  and  obstruction  as  ^m* 
sible  should  arise  itom  the  prooesaira. 
It  is,  I  suppose,  impossible  for  a  pro- 
cession  of  tbis  magnitude  to  take  place 
in  the  City  of  London  without  some  in- 
convenience ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  the 
Government  could  have  ^vcn  other 
orders  than  they  did  on  this  occasion. 
If  the  police  had  failed  in  their  duty,  or 
made  their  arrangements  without  any 
foresight,  then,  no  doubt,  the  police 
would  be  to  blame,-  and  the  noble  Lord 
would  be  justified  in  complaining  of  the 
Government ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
police.  Therefore,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  Government  do  not  consider  they 
have  any  reason  to  apologize  for  what 
has  happened. 

Thb  Eael  of  HEDESDALE  (Ohaib- 
UAN  of  OouurriEEs) :  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  the  route  the  procession  in- 
tended taking  was  made  known  to  the 
Government  before  it  actually  took 
place? 

The  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE :  I  can- 
not answer  the  Question  positively ;  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  route 
was  communicated  beforehand  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  gave  his  direc- 
tions accordingly.  The  police,  I  believe, 
consulted  with  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  he  made  such  modifica- 
tions  in  regard  to  the  arrangements  as 
he  thought  desirable. 

The  Eael  of  EEDESDALE  (Ohaib- 
MAN  of  GouuiTTBEs) :  The  point  I  meant 
was,  why  the  procession  was  allowed  to 
come  by  Parliament  Street  ?  It  met  on 
the  Embankment,  and  its  destinatioa 
was  Hyde  Park.  What  earthly  reason 
could  Uie  processionists  have  for  going 
all  round  the  end  of  Parliament  Street, 
and  up  that  street  to  Ofaaring  Gross, 
thus  making  a  much  longer  route,  and 
stopping  up  a  great  number  of  streets  ? 

Thb  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE :  That 
is  a  Question  which  should  rather  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  leaders  of  the  procession 
than  to  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment maintain  it  -was  not  their  duty  in 
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any  way  to  say  what  ronte  the  procession 
diould  take. 

The  Eakl  op  BGDE8DALE  (Ohaib- 
MAN  of  Committees)  :  The  Government, 
at  any  rate,  might  have  told  the  procos- 
eionists  wbat  route  thej  should  not  take. 

Thb  Marqcess  op  LOTHIAN :  It  is 
generally  understood  that  these  proces- 
eiious  should  not  come  within  somo  dis- 
tance  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  On 
this  occasion  the  Oorernment  were  in 
communication  with  the  police,  and 
could  they  not  have  said  that  they  did 
not  wish  the  procession  to  come  bj 
Westminster?  I  am  rather  eorr^  the 
question  has  been  raised ;  but  as  it  has 
been  pat,  I  agree  aa  to  the  character  of 
the  nroeession,  though  I  do  not  think  it 
is  lively  to  have  any  effect  upon  anyone. 
I  wish,  however,  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  asking  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  whether  the  statement  which  I 
have  seen  in  the  papers  of  Volunteer 
and  Teomanry  Calvalry  bands  being  in 
uniform  and  taking  part  in  the  proces- 
sion is  correct  ?  I  am  not  certain  whe- 
ther the  "War  Office  Hegulations  forbid 
men  to  appear  in  uniform  on  saoh  occa- 
sions ;  but,  if  they  do,  some  remonstrance 
ought,  I  think,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
officers  to  whose  battalions  the  men  be- 
long. 

Thb  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  :  There 
is  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  force  that 
prooessions  shall  not  come  within  a  mile 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  if  they  in- 
tend to  present  a  Petition ;  but  this  pro- 
eession  did  not  propose  to  do  anything 
of  that  kind,  and,  consequently,  there 
was  nothing  illegal  in  what  they  did. 

Thb  Eabl  op  LONGFORD :  As  the 
matter  has  been  referred  to,  I  would 
like  to  know  what  will  be  done  in  the 
future  ?  If  the  Government  intends  to 
patronize  these  demonstrations,  and 
looking  at  what  occurred  lately,  I  would 
suggest  that,  on  similar  occasions  here- 
after, practicable  routes  should  be  pub- 
licly indicated  for  M^^mbers  of  Parlia- 
ment, so  that  loss  of  time  in  gaining 
access  to  the  two  Houses  may  be  ob- 
TiHted. 

The  Eabx  op  MOBLEY  :  I  am  glad 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  denying  that 
any  Yeomanry,  Ydunteers,  or  Hilitia 
bands  in  uniform  took  part  in  the  de- 
monsfeiation. 

Thb  Baal  of  MILLTOWK:  It  is 
clear  that  a  procession  can  not  come 
within  a  tnile  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 


ment  when  a  Petition  has  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament ;  but  I  wish  to 
ask  who  arranged  this  procession,  for 
an  unfortunate  impression  h  as  got  abroad 
that  the  leaders  are  to  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government? 

YORKSHIRE  REGISTRIES  BILL. 
(Thi  Lord  WeMlocJc.) 
(ho.  193.)  OOMICITTBB. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 

order). 

Clauses  I  to  36,  inclusive,  agreed  io. 

Clause  S7  (Appointment  of  officers, 

&o.). 

Tira  Eabl  of  FEVERSHAM  moved, 
as  an  Amendment,  to  strike  out  the 
words  limiting  the  appointment  of  Be- 
gistrar  to  a  barrister  or  solicitor  of 
seven  years'  standing. 

Amendment  moved, 

In  page  19,  lines  14  and  15,  to  leave  out  the 
words  ("  of  not  less  than  ssven  yean'  stands 

ing.")— (2^*£fflrt  of  Feveraham.) 

Loan  WENLOOK  said,  that  he  was 
uable  to  accept  the  Amendment.  The 
duties  of  the  Segistrar  would  now  be 
more  technical  and  would  oaiue  more 
responsibility  than  before,  and  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  hare  le^al 
knowledge.  Strong  representations  had 
been  made  to  him  by  solicitors  that  they 
would  have  more  confidence  in  the  Office 
if  the  head  of  it  were  properly  qualified 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  law.  He  hoped 
that  his  noble  Friend  would  withdmw 
his  Amendment. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOE  remarked 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  anyone 
without  some  qualification  of  this  kind 
to  discharge  personally  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Amendment  negaitted. 

Hemaining  Clauses  agreed  to,  wiUi 
Amendments. 

The  Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  Tit-morroto ;  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.   (No.  £19.) 

PARLIAMENT  —  PALACE    OF  WEST- 
MINSTEB^WESTMINSTER  HALL. 
QUBSTtOX.  OB^TATIOHS. 

LoBD  NOBTON  asked  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  Whether  the  designs  now 

exhibited  in  the  Library  of  the  House 
of  Commons  for  battlementeil  buildiuga 
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blocking  up  again  the  buttresses  of 
Westminster  Hall  were  decided  on  ?  He 
wished  to  know  whether  their  Lordships 
would  have  any  opportunity  of  express- 
ing or  eren  forming  an  opinion  upon 
those  designs  before  they  were  decided 
upon?  At  present  he  believed  theywere 
exhibited  in  the  Library  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  he  did  not  know  whe* 
ther  that  was  meant  to  be  sufficient  for 
their  Lordships  intuitively  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  them.  Duplicates  of  the 
designs  might  have  been  put  in  th«r 
Lordships'  Library,  or,  at  all  erents,  the 
pluia  might  have  been  put  in  a  place  to 
which  the  Members  of  both  Houses  had 
access.  The  Beport  of  Mr.  Pearson,  the 
very  eminent  architect,  had  only  just 
been  ^ut  into  his  hands,  and  had  not 
been  circulated — ^it  was  a  most  historical 
and  critical  document — and  upon  it  they 
would  have  to  form  their  judgment. 

Lord  STJDELEY  :  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Lord,  I  have  to  state  that  when 
the  designs  and  plans  for  carrying  out 
Mr.  Pearson's  proposals  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  west  side  of  West- 
minster Hall  were  placed  three  weeks 
ago  in  the  Libraiy  of  the  Hottm  of 
Oommons,  the  First  Commissioner 
stated  that  unless  there  was  serious 
opposition  to  them  the  Government 
would  submit  a  Vote  for  carrying  out 
the  worka.  As  regards  ^eee  plans, 
it  was  so  late  in  the  Session  that  it  was 
not  thought  desirable  to  make  duplicate 
plans ;  but  I  am  sure  the  First  Commis- 
sicmer  will  endeavour  to  place  them  so 
that  your  Lordships  may  be  able  to 
inspect  them  with  greater  convenience 
than  you  are  able  to  do  now  in  the 
Libary  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Beport  of  Mr.  Pearson  has  been  com- 
municated to  this  House,  and  will  be 
printed  and  dieteibuted  forthwith.  The 
cloister  which  Mr.  Pearson  suggests  is 
a  restoration  of  that  which  imdoubtedly 
existed  from  the  time  of  Bichard  II.  till 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
He  worked  out  on  evidence  which  seems 
unanswerable,  the  curious  fact  that  a 
wall  ran  between  the  upright  buttresses 
BO  as  with  the  rooj^  which  it  certainly 
carried,  to  compose  a  cloister.  This 
was  removed  to  make  way  for  the  Law 
Courts,  which  have  now.  been  taken 
down.  The  buttresses  will  not  be 
blocked  up,  but  will  be  still  visible  to  a 
very  great  extent  above  the  cloister,  and 
will  stand  out  8  feet.    Mr.  Pearson  is 


confident  fWtm  old  drawings  that  tiie 
parapet  of  the  wall  was  embattled.  So 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  these  plans 
have  met  with  general  approval,  and 
the  Government  therefore  propose  to 
ask  for  a  Vote  to  carry  out  the  restora- 
tion. 

The  Marquess  of  LOTHIAN  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  in  future  some 
means  would  be  found  of  exhibiting 
proposed  plans  and  desigas  connected 
with  public  buildings  of  interest,  in 
places  where  they  could  conveniently  be 
seen  by  the  Members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  He  did  not  complain  of 
the  plans  themselves. 

LoBB  SUDELBjY  said,  he  was  sure 
the  First  Commissioner  would  endeavour 
to  carry  out  the  suggestion,  so  that  in 
future  any  plans  of  that  nature  would 
be  placed  in  some  chamber  which  would 
be  convenient  to  the  Members  of  both 
Houses  wishing  to  inspect  them. 

House  a^oomed  at  a  quarter  before 
Seven  o'clock,  till  Tcmorrow,  a 
qiuurtw  past  Ten  o'clcdk. 


HOUSE   OF  OOMMONS, 
Monday,  2m  July,  1884. 


MINUTEB.]— Select  Couutfivb— Second  Sf- 
port  —  Kitchen   aad   Itefreehment  Kooms 

gouee  of  ConimoiiB)  rNo.  304];  Agricultural 
bourere  (Ireland),  rar  Hervey  Brace  diuh. ; 
Mr.  Corry  added. 
Supply- — eenndered  in  GommittM — Ashy  Esn- 
lUTSs — Votes  15  to  26 — Navt  Estiiuiks— 
Votes  12  to  17. 
Resolution  [July  25]  reported. 
Public  Bills— JVn(  Reading—  New  Parish  fa 
Acts  and  Church  Bofldlng  Acta  Ammd- 
ment*  [812]. 
Sscond  Rtading — Chartered  CompaoieB  *  [304]  ; 
MagiBtrateB  (Ireland)  (Salaries)    [292],  da- 
bate  a^ourned ;  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
Amendment  *  [307] ;  Expiring  Laws  Contiau- 
anco  [306]  ;  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
(Borrowing  Powera)  [310]. 
Select  Committee  —  Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone 

Kavigation  *  [244],  nominated. 
Committee— R^ort—kLmUxy  Pensions  and  Yeo- 
manry Pay  •  [302] ;  Prosecution  of  Offences  • 
[287]. 

(hiWHittee—Repori— Third  Setding—^wnl.  E^- 

Ustmrat*  [306];  Building  SodeMes  Acts 

Amendment*  [301],  and  patted. 
Report— Third  ^carfiny— Education  (Scotland) 

ProviBional  Order*  [286],  KaApaaeed. 
Third  Reading — Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 

Orders  *  [S69]  ;  Metropolitan  Bend  of  Wprks 
Digilized  by  VjjOOQIC 
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(Ubney)  [278] ;  PnbUo  Works  Louu  •  [299], 
and  pataed. 

Withdratcn—^aaxA  of  Works  (Ireland]  (No. 
2)«[l«5]. 

PRIVATS  BUSINESS. 


CHESTER  IMFBOTEHENT  BILL  [£or<^]. 
CX>KSIDKRAT20K. 

Order  for  Consideration)  as  amended, 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners ;  — 

The  House  went ;  —  and  being  re- 
turned ; — 

Mr.  8p£aeeq  reported  the  Sojfal  Astent 
to  aeveral  Bills. 

CHESTER  IMPROVEMEKT  BILL  [ZorA], 

'  Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
Bill  be  now  considered." 

Mb.  OOTTRTNET  said,  that  one  o^ 
the  objects  of  this  Bill  was  to  transfer 
certain  proper^  and  tolls  to  the  Corpora- 
tion under  ue  1 1  th  and  other  clauses  of  it. 
Now,  as  a  rule,  the  right  of  tranferring 
property  could  only  be  carried  oat  under 
the  general  law  by  affixing  a  atamp,  fre- 
quently Tery  costly,  to  the  instrument 
by  which  the  transfer  was  eflFected.  Such 
stamp  formed  part  of  the  receipts  of  the 
Inland  Eevenue  Office.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  an  Act  for  the  erection  of 
an  additional  bridge  over  the  Biver  Dee 
at  Chester,  and  for  the  construction  of 
convenient  roads  and  approaohes,  was 
anthorized  in  the  6th  year  of  the  Beign 
of  Geo.  IV.  c.  124,  and  by  that  Act, 
subsequently  extended  by  an  Act 
2  Wiu.  lY.  c.  41,  certain  tolls  were  au- 
thorized for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing the  bridge,  and  of  defraying  the 
interest  and  relaying  the  principal  of 
any  debt  that  might  be  contracted ;  and 
after  eatisfaotloa  of  these  purposes  the 
tolls  were  to  cease  and  determine.  The 
Act  thus  created  a  public  trust,  and  did 
not  establish  any  private  undertaking 
with  a  possihility  of  suipl us  revenue  ana 
profit.  By  the  present  Bill,  the  Corpo- 
ration were  empowered  to  purchase  the 
Dee  Bridges  Undertaking  for  £16,000; 
but  this  was,  in  fact,  the  amount  of  the 
existing  debt,  and  the  real  effect  of  the 
BUI  was  simply  to  transfer  the  trust  from 
one  public  body  to  another  without  any 
oonTejaaoe  of  a  benefioial  interett  The 


stamp  on  such  a  transfer  was  nominal, 
and  might  be  neglected ;  but  he  had  felt 
it  necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the 
matter,  beoauee  there  had  been  other  in- 
stances in  which  the  Inland  Bevenue  had 
suffered  materially  from  non-compliance 
with  the  law  in  cases  of  transfer  of  pro- 
perty  under  the  authority  of  an  Act 
Parliament.  He  was,  therefore,  anxioas 
that  the  present  instance  should  not  be 
passed  over  $ub  nimlioy  and  an  inoonve- 
nieut  precedent  established forthefuture. 
Some  fire  or  six  years  ago,  a  bridge  which 
belonged  to  a  certain  Company,  and 
from  which  a  rerenue,  in  the  shape  of 
tolls,  was  derived,  was  transferred  by 
Act  of  Parliament  without  the  Treasury 
knowing  anything  of  the  matter,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  the  obligation 
imposed  by  the  Stamp  Duties  was 
evaded.  In  order  to  prevent  that  un- 
fortunate occurrence  from  being  drawn 
into  a  precedent  he  had  considered  it 
desirable  to  trouble  the  House  with 
these  observations. 

Question  put,  and  agrsgd  to. 

Bill  eonndered;  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

QUESTIONS. 


POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELY  DISPEN- 
SARY, DERRYGK)NNBLLT-TTSB  OP 
BUILDING  FOB  PARTY  PURPOSES. 

Mb.  HEAIiY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  anything  has  been  done  in  re- 
ference to  the  use  of  the  Ely  Dispensary, 
Derrygonnelly,  as  an  Orange  Lodge  ? 

Mb,  TEEVELYAN  :  The  Guardians, 
at  their  meeting  on  the  8th  instant,  ap- 
pointed some  of  their  number  as  a  Oom- 
mittee  to  meet  the  Dispensary  Commit- 
tee, and  consider  the  subject  and  report 
to  the  Board.  The  28rd  of  this  month 
was  appointed  as  the  day  of  meeting ; 
but  I  am  infmned  that  the  Guardians 
ejected  did  not  attend  on  tiiat  day.  The 
Board  have  again  been  requested  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  give 
their  attention  to  the  matter.  If  the 
Guardians  do  not  at  their  next  meeting 
afford  satisfactory  information  on  the 
subject,  the  Local  Gttvemment  Board 
will  direct  their  Inspector  to  ascertain 
how  the  matter  stands. 

INDIA  (MADRAS)— DIRECTOR  OP 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
Mb.  GIBSON  asked  the  Under  Seone- 
tary  of  State  fbr  Indisj  zWlt^MOfi^^ 
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pointment  of  Director  o£  Publio  Inatruo- 
tion,  Madras,  expected  to  be  vacant ; 
will  tlie  GoTemment,  on  the  occasion  of 
such  vacancy,  recognise  the  preferential 
claims  of  officers  of  the  Educational  De- 
partment, as  promised  by  former  Secre- 
taries of  State ;  and,  does  the  Madras 
Educational  Department  indude  ^a- 
duates  in  6rst  class  honoars  of  the  Uni- 
versities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Dublin, 
and  Edinburgh,  who  have  eflficiently 
discharged  the  duties  of  their  office  ? 

Ma.  J.  K.  CROSS :  The  India  Office 
has  no  information  as  to  when  this  office 
will  be  Tacaot.  The  appointment  rests 
with  the  Governor  of  Madras,  by  whom, 
I  have  no  doubt,  when  a  vacancy  occurs, 
the  claims  of  the  members  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department  will  be  full^  con- 
sidered. The  rule  laid  down  is  that 
preference  is  to  be  given  to  members  of 
the  Department  if  they  are  competent 
to  discharge  Hiq  duties  of  the  office.  The 
Department  contains  various  officers  who 
have  taken  good  UniverBitpr  degrees,  and 
who  have  efficiently  dtschuged  the 
duties  of  such  offices  as  they  have  held. 

POST  OFFIOB-THB  PABOEI.  POST— 
THE  EASTERN  DISTRIOr  OF  LONDOK- 

Mb.  RITCHIE  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  it  is  a  faot  that  the 
letter  carriers  of  the  Eastern  District 
are  compelled  to  collect  and  deliver  par- 
cels, regardless  of  size,  weight,  and 
number,  and  that,  owing  to  this  duty 
having  to  be  performed  oy  them,  a  se- 
rious delay  is  frequently  caused  to  public 
correspondence  ? 

Mb.  FA.WCETI :  The  postmen  in  this 
district  are  not  required  to  collect  and 
deliver  parcels  regardless  of  size,  weight, 
and  number.  The  postmw  deliver  only 
the  smaller  parcels ;  and  strict  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  that  when  par- 
cels from  their  size,  weight,  and  number 
are  likely  to  hinder  the  proper  perform- 
ance of  the  Letter  SerTice,tiLey  are  to  be 
specially  collected  and  delivered.  I  am 
assured  that  these  instructions  are  care- 
fully attended  to,  and  that  no  complaint 
of  delay  has  arisen  from  the  publio* 

AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES  (NEW  SOUTH 
■WALES)-IMPORTATION  OF  FEENOH 
RECrDIVISTS  FEOil  NOUMEA. 
Me.  ERRINGTON  asked  the  Under 
Seeretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  been  called  to  the  fietot  that, 

Mr.  Gibton 


in  addition  to  the  inHnx  into  our  Austra- 
lian Colonies  of  casually  escaped  con- 
ricis  from  the  French  penal  settlements, 
against  which  the  Colonists  are  con- 
stantly protesting,  in  April  last  the 
French  Measageriea  Steamer  Dupltig 
landed  openly  at  Sydney  nine  expirees, 
the  nature  of  whose  sentence  imported 
that  they  were  only  released  from 
Noumea  conditionally  on  their  never 
returning  to  France ;  whether  any,  and 
what,  steps  are  being  taken  to  r^on- 
strate  with  the  French  Government 
against  the  deliberate  importation  into 
the  Territories  of  a  friendly  Power  of  a 
class  of  criminals  whom  their  own  Coun* 
try  will  not  receive,  and  among  whom 
according  to  the  Colonial  authorities— 

"  Ato  foond  the  eriminaU  oommonly  known 
as  recidiTlfita,  and  iuidoa1)tedl7  the  wont  of 

their  kind ;  " 

and,  whether,  to  put  a  stop  to  this  prao* 
tioe,  Her  Majesty's  GKivemment  will  ap- 
prove or  recommend  to  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernments legislation  making  it  penal 
for  the  captmn  of  any  vess^  Home  or 
Foreign,  to  land  released  convicts  in  any 
of  the  Australian  Colonies  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  The  at- 
tention  of  the  Colonial  Office  has  been 
called  to  the  incident  mentioned.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  for 
many  months  in  communication  with 
the  French  Government  on  the  general 
subject,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that 
their  earnest  representations  are  receiv- 
ing serious  consideration.  It  is,  there- 
fore, hoped  that  the  necessity  for  legis- 
lation in  the  Colonies  may  not  arise ; 
bat  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
not  interfere  with  any  reasonable  mea- 
sure that  they  might  feel  compelled  to 
take  for  their  own  protection. 

PREVENTION  OF  GBIUE  (IRELAND) 
ACT.  I882-EXTRA  POLICE,  00.  TYRONE. 

ViscouHT  CRICHTON  (for  Mr.  Mao- 
AETJfBx)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  Whe- 
ther fifty  police,  a  District  Inspector, 
and  a  Resident  Magistrate  were  sent  to 
Coagh,  county  Tyrone,  and  a  similar 
number  of  polioe  to  Oookstown,  in  the 
same  county  and  neighbourhood,  on  fh* 
12th  July  last;  whether  such  polioa 
were  sent  in  opposition  to  the  strongly 
expressed  and  ynanimous  opinion  of  uie 
local  mi^^utrates ;  wfaethw  both  these 
districto  an,  and  hKr9  been  for  aomo. 
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time,  peaceful,  and  entirely  free  from 
Party  disturbances;  and,  whether  the 
Goremment  will  consent  to  reliero  the 
county  from  the  heavy  chai^  thus  im- 
posed upon  it? 

Mb.  TREVELTAN:  Sir,  the  extra 
police  were  not  sent  to  both  places  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  magis- 
tmtes,  but  at  the  express  request  of  the 
District  Inspector,  who  consulted  with 
the  magistrates  at  Cookstown,  and  they 
confirmed  the  recommendation  that  50 
men  be  sent ;  but  at  the  other  place  they 
did  not  think  so  many  were  req^uived. 
Party  feeling  was  very  strong  m  the 
district,  and  there  were  serious  disturb- 
ances there  on  a  former  occasion.  Party 
feeling  runs  very  high  in  the  district, 
and  there  is  no  intention  to  depart  from 
the  usual  practice  in  this  matter. 

THB  MAGFI9TBA0Y  (IRELAND) -ENNIS 
aUARTER  SESSIONS-MR.  C.  KELLY, 
Q.O.,  OQAIBMAN. 

Mb.  KEKNT  asked  the  Ohiof  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  Irish  Government  has  had  under 
its  consideration  a  Petition  from  Mr.  H. 
B.  Harris,  of  Ennis,  complaining  of  in- 
sulting and  violent  language  used  to- 
wards him  in  Court  by  Mr.  Charles 
Kelly,  Q.C.,  Chairman  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions ;  if  Mr.  Harris,  acting  as  juror  in 
a  larceny  ease,  stated  that — 

He  abould  like  to  have  evidence  of  nme- 
one  who  could  prove  the  actual  theft ;  " 

and  thereupon  Mr.  Kelly  interfered,  and 
tohi  the  juror  to  keep  silent;  if  Mr. 
Harris  claimed  a  right  to  make  such  an 
observation,  and  that  Hr.  Kelly  imme- 
diately threatened  to  send  him  to  prison 
if  he  spoke  another  word  ;  if  Mr.  Harris 
in  his  Petition  also  states  that — 

Unfortunately  for  all  who  have  to  attend 
the  Qoarter  Sessions  Court,  they  are  .obliged  to 
submit  to  the  iDSultiog  and  disparaging  remarla 
Ur.  Kelly  makes,  and  to  witness  the  scenes  that 
are  enacted  in  Conrt  from  day  to  day,  which  it 
ispainful  foranwrooa  pexwai  to  bean  obterrer 
<a,  while  another  woald  consider  the  Court  a 
bnriesque ; " 

if,  upon  another  occasion  on  which  Mr. 
Harris  was  witness  in  a  case,  Mr.  Kelly 
told  him  that  he  did  not  believe  a  word 
he  swore,  and  if  this  expression  is  eon- 
stantiiy  being  used  by  Mr.  Kelly  towards 
witnesses,  from  the  most  respectable  to 
the  most  humble ;  if  ha  is  aware  that 
li^.  Hunts  is  a  geutlemaur  occupying  a 


most  respectable  and  valuable  commer- 
cial position  in  Ennis ;  and,  if  the  Lords 
Justices  have  the  power  to  interfere  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  painful  scenes 
m  a  Court  of  Justice,  or  to  inquire  into 
Mr.  Kelly's  fitness  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  a  County  Court  Judge;  and, 
if  not,  what  course  is  open  to  aggrieved 
persona  to  obtain  redress  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  :  The  Irish  Qo- 
vernment  have  had  before  them  a  Me- 
morial from  Mr.  Harris  to  the  effect 
stated,  and  informed  him  that  the  Lords 
Justices  have  no  power  to  interfere  with 
a  Judge  in  the  discharge  of  his  judicial 
duties.  But  although  a  Judge  is  only 
accountable  to  Parliament  for  his  con- 
duct, yet,  as  it  was  in  his  capacity  as  a 
juror  that  Mr.  Harris  complained,  the 
Lords  Justices  considered  that  they 
might  reasonably  and  properly  ask  the 
Judge  for  any  explanation  he  might 
wish  to  offer  in  ^s  matter,  and  a  letter 
in  this  sense  was  accordingly  sent  to 
Mr.  Kelly  on  Saturday  last.  His  reply 
has  not  been  received. 

CONFEDERATION  OT  THE  COLONIES 
(AUSTJIAUA)-THB  SYDNEY  CON- 
VENnON. 

Sib  HERBERT  MAXWELL  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  TVhether  it  is  true  that  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Queensland  has 
unanimously  passed  the  Convention  in 
favour  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Colo- 
nies, of  the  Annexation  of  New  Guinea 
and  other  Western  Pacific  Islands,  and 
of  combined  legislation  a|;ainst  criminal 
aliens;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  attitude 
of  Her  Hajeaty's  Govomment  towards 
this  policy  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  The  facts 
are  as  stated  in  the  hon.  Member's 
Question.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  already  signified  their  readiness 
to  confirm  and  carry  out  by  any  neces- 
sary Imperial  legislation  the  Confedera- 
tion Scheme  of  the  Sydney  Convention, 
if,  and  when,  it  is  adopted  by  the  dif- 
ferent Colonial  Legislatures,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  not  inter- 
pose should  they  combine  in  any  well- 
considered  legislation  to  protect  them- 
selves against  criminal  aliens.  As  to 
the  other  questions,  all  I  can  say  at  pre- 
sent is  genera],  and  that  is  that  the 
whole  matter  is  being  considered  by  the 
Oabhiek  ^  ,  (^oooTp 
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ATTORNEYS  AND  SOLICITORS  (IRE- 
LAND) ACT,  1866-MR.  ROBERT  D. 
O'BRIEN. 

Me.  HEALY  asked  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland,  Whether  Mr.  At- 
torney General  will  give  the  neceesiry 
Baoction,  uudor  "The  Attorneys  and 
Solicitors  (Ireland)  Act,  1866,"  to  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  to  recover  the 
penalty  of  £50  incurred  by  Kobert  D. 
O'Brien,  2,  Lower  Glentworth  Street, 
Limerick,  for  having,  without  profes- 
sional status,  on  the  2 1st  July,  con- 
ducted an  eviction  case  before  the  Bath- 
keale  Benoh,  in  absence  of  plaintiff  or 
solicitor;  and,  whether  the  oonduct  of 
the  magistrates,  in  allowing  a  non-pro- 
fesaioDfd  person  to  appear  in  the  case, 
in  spite  of  the  protest  of  a  solicitor  in 
court,  will  be  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ? 

Tub  SOUCITOK  OENER-AX  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  :  No  appU- 
cation  to  sanction  any  proceeding  has 
been  received  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  from  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society.  He  will  carefully  consider  any 
such  application  if  made.  Mr.  Robert 
O'Brien  is  the  brother  of  the  complainant, 
and,  as  such,  might  come  wilhin  the  defi- 
nition of  his  "agent"  in  the  Potty  Ses- 
sions Act,  1882;  and,  if  authorized  by 
his  brother,  he  might,  with  leave  of  the 
Court,  appear  and  be  heard.  There 
seems  no  ground  for  imputing  miscon- 
duct  to  the  magistrates  if  they  took 
another  view. 

Mb.  HEALT:  Might  I  ask  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  aware 
that  the  Attorney  Goneral  for  Ireland 
has  given  an  opinion  that  the  word 
"agent"  signifies  either  a  solicitor  or 
barrister,  and  no  one  else  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  decision  ? 

Me.  HEALY:  Then,  I  may  tell  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  a 
written  opinion  to  that  effect  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Naish)  exists. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
MAOHERAFELT  PRISONERS. 

Ma.  HEALT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  reply- 
ing to  the  memorial  of  the  people  of 
llagherafelt,  county  Derry,  forwarded 


on  24th  June  to  Bis  Exoellenoy,  for  a 
remission  of  sentence  on  three  prisoners; 
whether  the  memorial  is  signed  by  two 
local  magistrates,  by  the  parish  priest, 
the  Protestant  rector,  the  Presbyterian 
minister,  and  many  respectable  inhabi- 
tants; and,  whether,  as  the  men's  sen- 
tences must  expire  at  a  comparatively 
near  period,  the  Executive  will  give  it 
consideration  without  further  delay  ? 

MR.TREyELYAN:  A  Memorial  was 
received  on  the  Ist  of  July,  and  was 
laid  before  the  Recorder.  Tf\^  Report 
has  not  yet  been  received,  though  asked 
for;  and  until  this  Report  is  received 
the  Lords  Justices  cannot  dedde  upon 
it. 

COMMITTEE  OP  PUBUO  ACCOUNTS— 
THE  SECRET  SERVICE  FUND. 

Mr.  gray  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment to  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, dated  March  22nd  last,  and  printed 
on  page  169  of  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts,  wherein  complaint  is  made 
that,  amongst  others,  the  Chief  Secre- 
taiy  for  Ireland  does  not  vouch  the  ex- 
penditure of  that  portion  of  the  Secret 
Service  Fund  expended  by  him,  '*  by 
the  solemn  declaration  which  the  statute 
prescribes;"  and,  whether  he  is  prepared 
to  make  this  declaration  in  future  ? 

Mb.  TRETELYAN:  I  understand 
that  on  receipt  of  the  letter  in  question 
the  Treasury  took  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  upon  the 
points  raised  in  it,  the  Audit  Office  letter 
being  set  out  t»  txtetm  in  the  case.  The 
opinion  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  Gener^  and  ia 
now  under  his  consideration. 

Mb.  gray  :  I  may  point  out  to  the 
right  hoc.  Gentleman  that  he  has  not 
answered  my  Question. 

Mb.  gray  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, dated  22nd  March  lauat,  and  printed 
on  page  169  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, wherein  complaint  is  made  that, 
amongst  others,  the  Secretary  of  Stato 
for  the  Home  Department  does  not 
vouch  the  expenditure  M  that  porbioa 
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of  the  Secret  Service  Fund  expended 
by  him,  "  by  the  eolemn  declaration 
irhioh  the  statute  prescribes;"  and, 
■whether  he  is  prepared  to  make  this 
declaration  in  future  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET :  Al- 
though I  believe  and  am  advised  that, 
as  r^arda  the  money  disposed  of  under 
my  authority,  I  am  not  called  upon  to 
make  a  statutory  declaration,  I  always 
like  to  be  on  the  safe  side,*  and,  there- 
fote,  I  did  make  a  statutory  declaration 
two  months  before  the  letter  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  Gheneral  vas  written. 

Mb.  GRAT  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treaaory,  Whether  he  is  prepared 
to  act  for  the  future  on  the  recommenda^ 
tion  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Depart- 
ment contained  m  the  following  para- 
graph of  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by 
the  CThief  Olerk  of  that  Bopartment  on 
March  the  22nd  last,  and  printed  on 
page  170  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts : — 

**  T  am  to  take  this  opportunity  of  calling 
thoir  Iiordahips  attention  to  the  sum  of  :£10,000 
charged  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund,  under 
.the  anthont;^  of  Act  1  VEc.  chap.  3,  sec.  15, 
for  S«CTet  Service,  hut  at  present  admitted  to 
the  account  of  ttie  Consolidated  Fund  upon  the 
rimple  receipt  <jt  the  Parliamsntary  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  and  I  am  to  state  that  in  the 
Comptroller's  and  Auditor  General's  opinion 
there  should  he  in  this  case,  as  in  the  case  of 
voted  money,  a  certificate  of  actual  expendi- 
tnre  within  the  year,  and  surrender  of  any  un- 
expended balance,  uid  the  declaiftlaon  before 
the  Hi8:h  Court  of  Jostioe  required  tinder  the 
Act." 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  The  point  was 
included  in  a  case  laid  before  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  their  opinion 
upon  it  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Ck>mptroller  and  Auditor  General,  and  ia 
stilt  under  his  consideration.  The  mat- 
ter will  neoesearily  come  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  next  year, 
and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  view 
they  will  take  of  it.  In  the  meanwhile, 
it  would  premature  to  suggest  any  altera- 
tion in  the  existing  practice,  which  is, 
I  beliere,  of  long  atuiding. 

Mb.  GBAT  asked  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he 
is  prepared  in  future  to  vouch  by  solemn 
declaration  before  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  as  required  under  the  Act,  the 
Secret  Service  money  received  by  him, 
as  reoommended  by  the  Auditor  General 
in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Xreasury,  printed  on  p^e  170  of  the 


Appendix  to  the  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts,  and  to  Bur- 
render  any  unexpected  balance,  as  re- 
commended in  the  same  letter  ? 

Lord  RICHARD  GROSVENOR:  I 
cannot  g^ve  any  more  definite  answer 
than  has  been  given  by  my  Colleagues. 
I  think  the  answer  that  has  just  been 
given  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
covers  the  ground. 

Mr.  gray  asked  whether  the  Secre- 
tary tothe  Treasury  was  prepared  to  make 
the  statutoiy  declaration  if  required  ? 

[No  reply.] 

GEHTBAL  ASIA  —  DELIMITATION  OF 
THE  AFGHAN  FRONTIER. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  Whether  he 
can  now  give  full  particulars  regarding 
the  arrangements  made  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  for  the  fixing  of  the 
boundaries  of  Afghanistan  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Countries ;  and,  whether  the 
ofEcers  appointed  for  this  duty  are  to 
have  any  escort  during  the  time  they  are 
BO  employed  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS  ;  The  communica- 
tions between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  Russia,  end 
between  the  Viceroy  and  the  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan,  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed delimitation  of  the  Afghan  Fron- 
tier, are  not  yet  complete;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  not  poanbie  to  give  the  full 
particulars  for  which  the  hon.  Member 
asks.  I  may  say,  however,  that  Major 
General  Sir  Peter  Lumsdeu  has  been 
appointed  British  Oommissioner  to  exa- 
mine and  report  on  the  boundaries  in 
question,  in  association  with  a  Russian 
colleague,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Com- 
mission will  begin  work  in  October  next. 
The  party  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
moderate  escort,  the  details  of  which  are 
under  consideration. 

Mb.  B0UB££  asked  if  the  escort 
was  to  be  provided  by  the  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan,  or  waa  it  to  be  a  British 
escort? 

Mr.  J.  K.  GROSS  replied,  that  he  had 
stated  that  these  details  were  under 
consideration.  He  could  not  state  the 
exact  numbers  or  the  composition  of  the 

escort. 

Mr.  BOURKE  asked  if  the  Commis- 
sion had  received  the  assent  of  the  Ameer 
of  Afghanistan  ? 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS  said,  it  had  re- 
ceived the  assent  of  the  Ameer;  but 
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the  A^Iian  representatives  had  not  yet 
been  appointed. 

Ub.  ONSLOW:  Considering  the  great 
importance  of  this  Bubject,  I  will,  on  this 
day  week,  pnt  the  following  and,  per- 
haps, other  Questions: — Under  whose 
protection  the  Commission  recently  ap- 
pointed to  fix  the  Afghan  Boundaries 
will  be  ;  will  the  Ameer  be  represented ; 
if  so,  by  how  many  officers ;  what  will 
be  the  duties  of  the  Commiesion,  and 
what  orders  have  been  given  to  them  ; 
in  case  of  difference  of  opinion  between 
our  officers  and  the  Eusaian  officers,  or 
those  of  the  Ameer,  to  what  Government 
will  our  officers  refer ;  is  the  escort  to 
be  provided  to  consist  entirely  of  Native 
Troops;  and,  what  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  constant  communica- 
tion between  our  officers  and  either  the 
Home  Government  or  the  Government  of 
India? 

MB.BOUBEE:  In  consequence  of  the 
answer  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  wish  to 
give  Notice  that,  on  going  into  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  I  will  move — 

"  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  Her  ^Eajesty's 
GoTemment  to  incur  sucli  obligations  as  those 
vhich  the  proposed  arrangement  for  fixing  the 
boundaries  of  Af  ghuuntan  must  neceasarily  im- 
pose upon  this  Coimtry." 

Subsequently, 

Mb.  ONSLOW:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  a  Question,  of  which  I 
have  not  been  able  to  give  him  private 
Notice,  Whether,  before  the  Prorogation 
of  Parliament,  the  Government  will  give 
the  House  and  the  country  full  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  contemplated 
mission  of  British  officers  for  the  delimi- 
tation of  the  Afghan  frontier? 

Mr.GLADSTONE:  ThatisaQuestion 
of  great  importance,  and  one  upon  which 
the  House  will  be  glad  to  bo  informed ; 
but  I  am  not  able  to  say,  without  Notice, 
whether  particulars  can  be  communi- 
cated in  advance. 

Mb.  ONSLOW :  I  will  put  the  Ques- 
tion down  for  Monday. 

ABMY   (ORDNANCE   DEPAHTMENT) — 
COLONEL  MONCRIEFF'S  GTTN- 
CARKIAGE. 

CoLoNZL  KING-HAEMAN  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  it 
is  true  that  the  experiments  lately  made 
at  Woolwich  with  the  Moncrieff  hydro- 
pneumatic  disappearing  carriage-gun 
were  carried  on  without  the  inventor 

Mr.  J.  IT.  Crou 


having  had  any  notice  or  any  oppor- 
tunity of  being  present  ? 

The  Mahqukss  of  HABTINGTON  : 
The  War  Department  has  not  obtained 
any  hydro- pneumatic  carriages  for  per- 
manent works  from  Colonel  Moncrieff 
himself.  They  purchased  a  hydro-pneu- 
matic carriage  from  Messrs.  Easton  and 
Anderson,  Colonel  Moncrietf's  engineers, 
which  was  delivered  in  September  last 
year ;  and  it  is  believed  that  this  car- 
riage was  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Easton  and  Anderson  upon  designs  fur- 
nished by  Colonel  Moncrieff.  A  repre- 
sentative of  Messrs.  Easton  and  Ander- 
son attended  the  trial  on  January  9, 
1884,  and  again  on  May  20,  1884. 
Messrs.  Easton  and  Anderson  had  had 
notice  of  every  trial)  and  might,  if  they 
had  80  desired,  have  secured  the  attma- 
ance  of  their  client,  the  inventor,  on 
every  occasion. 

In  reply  to  Sir  Walter  B.  Babttelot, 
Tbb  Mabquess  of  HABTINGTON 
said,  he  believed  the  Committee  was  the 
Ordnance  Committee ;  it  was  not  a  Con- 
structive Committee,  but  only  a  Judicial 
Committee. 

GRAND  JURY  ACT— COUNTY  CESS- 
MR.  BOWLING,  CAPrAWHITE. 

Mb.  MAYNE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  County  Cess  for 
a  period  of  two  or  more  years  remain 
due  of  Mr.  Dowling,  Inchinquitlip,  Cap- 
pawhite  ;  and,  have  the  Poor  Kates  been 
regularly  collected  off  this  property  dur- 
ing that  time  by  another  collector  ;  and, 
if  so,  why  is  it  that  the  County  Cess  has 
not  been  regularly  collected  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELTAN,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Jury  reports  that  he  is  not 
aware  that  tiiere  are  any  arrears  of 
county  oess  due  on  Mr.  Dowling's  pro- 
perty, as  the  barony  collector  has  paid 
up  the  amount  of  his  warrant  regularly. 
The  Clerk  of  the  Union  reports  that  there 
is  a  balance  of  about  £10  of  poor  rates 
outstanding,  which  has  bew  transferred 
to  this  year's  rate. 

INLAND  REVENUE  OFFICE,  DUBLIN- 
SALARIES. 
Mb.  AETUUR  O'CONNOK  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  the  Collector  of  lu- 
land  Hevenue  for  Dublin,  and  Beceiver 
General  of  Stam^g,,DjtgeQ"g;^gJgd, 
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and  who  ranks  as  the  principal  Inland 
Berenne  official  in  that  conutiy,  has  a 
salary  of  only  £700,  by  annual  incre- 
ments to  £800,  whilst  the  Chief  Olerk 
of  the  Stamp  and  Tax  Branch  of  the 
same  Department,  really  a  subordinate, 
receives  £750 ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  maximmn  salary  and  duty  pay  at- 
tunable  by  a  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Excise 
Branch,  (Jastom  House,  Dublin,"  is  only 
£250,  though  a  lower  division  clerk  in 
the  Stamps  and  Taxes  may  reach  £300 ; 
whether  ih.e  superintending  clerk,  Excise 
Branch,  in  the  same  office,  receives  only 
£300,  though  the  ordinary  clerks  in  the 
Stamps  and  Taxes,  in  the  next  room, 
are  paid  at  the  rate  of  £450 ;  whether 
third-class  surveyors  of  Onstome  are 
paid  maximum  salaries  of  £420  and 
overtime  allowances,  whilst  second-class 
supervisors  of  Inland  Bevenue,  per- 
forming more  nnmerons  and  important 
duties,  receive  only  a  maximum  of  £270, 
and  are  paid  nothing  for  overtime  or 
even  when  doing  double  duty ;  whether 
examining  (Officers  of  Customs  are  paid 
a  maximum  salary  of  £300  and  overtime 

Sij,  though  division  officers  of  Inland 
erenue  of  corresponding  official  rank 
and  duties,  and  who  are  in  addition  ac- 
countants and  book-keepers  for  their  re- 
spective stations,  are  only  granted  a 
maximum  of  £200  and  no  overtime  pay ; 
and,  -whether,  if  such  are  the  facts,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  take 
steps  to  place  these  officers  on  a  more 
equal  scale  of  salaries  ? 

Mb.  COUETNEY  (for  the  Chan- 
oxLLOB  of  the  Exchequer)  said :  The 
maximum  salary  of  the  Collector  of  In- 
land Bevenue  in  Dublin  is  £800 ;  that 
of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Stamp  and 
Tax  Department  is  £650,  and  he  also 
receives  £60  for  special  duties.  These 
two  Departments  are  quite  distinct,  the 
Head  of  the  latter  being  the  Controller 
of  Stamps  and  Taxes.  The  normal 
maxima  for  a  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Excise 
branch  and  Lower  Division  clerk  in  the 
Stamps  and  Taxes  are  the  same — namely, 
£250  ;  and  each  has  a  chance  of  rising 
to  £300,  by  promotion  and  duty-pay  re- 
spectively. The  only  clerks  at  £450  in 
the  Stamps  and  Taxes  are  redundants, 
who  will  be  replaced  on  vacancies  by 
Ix>wer  Division  clerks.  Third  class  Sur- 
veyors of  Customs,  except  in  Ijondoa 
and  Liverpool,  rise  to  £340  only.  It  is 
tme  that  second  class  Supervisors  of 
Bxeise  rise  to  £270  only,  and  the  fiuo- 
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tnating  nature  of  their  work  doM  not 
admit  of  a  system  of  overtime  payments ; 
but  I  do  not  know  on  what  ground  the 
hon.  Ifember  says  their  duties  are  more 
important  than  those  of  the  Surveyors  of 
Customs.  It  is  true  that  Examining 
Officers  get  £300  and  also  overtime  £or 
work  additional  to  their  regular  hours 
of  attendance,  while  Division  Officers 
rise  to  £200  only,  and  could  not  get  over- 
time allowances,  owing  to  the  fluctuating 
nature  of  their  duties.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  possible  to  compare  the  relative  im- 
portance of  different  classes  of  officers  in 
two  services,  whose  duties  are  performed 
under  very  different  conditions ;  and  I 
may  say  that  each  Board  would  main- 
tain that  its  service  was  more  economi- 
cal than  the  other ;  but  if  there  be  any 
real  inequality,  the  proper  method  of 
correcting  it  would  appear  to  be  a  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  we  more  highly- 
paid  Department. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND) -BARONY  OF 
CASTLEA,  00.  LIMERICK. 
Mr.  O'STJLLIVAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  is  aware  that  the  three 
tenants,  MesBrs.  O'Connell,  Murphy, 
and  the  widow  Casey  (who  were  lately 
evicted  off  the  property  of  C.  John  Coote, 
in  the  barony  of  Gastlea  and  county  of 
Limerick],  have  written  to  the  landlord 
within  the  past  two  monthst  offering  to 
accept  their  former  farms  at  whatever 
terms  the  Land  Court  may  6x  for  rent 
and  arrears ;  and,  if  he  is  aware  that 
there  are  no  other  farms  in  that  district 
from  which  tenants  have  been  evicted 
but  those  on  Mr.  Coote's  property ;  and, 
if  so,  under  thoso  circumstances,  whe- 
ther it  is  just  to  the  public  taxpayers  to 
continue  six  police  in  charge  of  those 
farms? 

Mb.  TREVBLTAN:  The  alleged 
communications  of  the  evicted  tenants 
to  their  landlord  are  not  matters  of 
which  any  official  reoord  would  exist; 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  landlord  and 
his  agent  the  police  have  not  been  able 
to  make  any  inquiry.  I  may  mention, 
however,  that  the  number  of  police  on 
these  farms  is  two,  not  six,  as  stated  in 
the  Question. 

Mr.  O'SULLIVAN  :  May  I  ask  whe- 
ther any  crimes  have  ever  been  com- 
mitted in  the  county  to  render  the  police 
necessary  ? 
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RAILWAY  HEGULATION  ACT  AMEND- 
MENT— LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  CBAia-SELLAB  asked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
he  intends  to  To-introduce  the  Bailway 
Regulation  Act  Amendment  Bill  next 
Sesrion ;  and,  if  bo,  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  OKpediencT  of  extendioff  the 
functions  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Be- 
oord  under  that  Bill,  so  as  to  enahle  it  to 
relieve  the  Oommittees  of  this  and  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  of  the  duty 
now  impoaed  upon  them  of  investigating 
and  dealing  with  questions  of  fact  relat- 
ing to  Bailway  Bills? 

Me.  OHAMBEBLAIN,  in  reply,  said, 
he  was  afraid  he  could  not  give  his  hon. 
Friend  any  definite  reply  to  his  Ques- 
tion. In  his  judgment,  the  matter  his 
hon.  Friend  suggested  for  consideration 
was  hardly  one  that  would  come  properly 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill  introduced 
this  Session.  His  hon.  Friend  asked 
whether  that  Bill  would  be  reintroduced 
next  Session.  If  by  that  he  meant  the 
Autumn  Session,  certainly  not.  If  he 
meant  the  Session  of  next  year,  all  he 
could  say  was  that  it  would  be  quite  pre- 
mature at  present  to  consider  what  legis- 
lation would  be  proposed  for  that  Ses- 
sion. 

GRAND  JURY  AOTS-OOLLBCTION  OF 
COUNTY  OESS— 00.  KERRY. 

Me.  HABBTNaXON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretly  to  die  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  following  passages  in  the 
report  of  the  auditor  presented  to  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Elerry  at 
the  present  assizes  : — ■ 

"  InpreTioas  reports  I  hare  drawn  attention 
io  the  delay  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  barony 
oonstablefl  in  collecting  the  amount  of  Cess,  for 
wliic^  they  are  respectively  responsible.  Not 
only,  however,  has  no  improvement  taken  place, 
but  the  position  of  affairs  has  been  getting  from 
bad  to  worse,  and  all  of  which  would  have  been 
avoided  if  the  provisions  of  the  148tb  seotion  of 
the  Grand  Jury  Act  had  been  enforced — that 
Motion  zequiring  each  buony  constable  to  pay 
the  entire  amount  ofhis  warrant  to  the  treasuror 
two  days  before  the  first  day  of  the  next  Assizes, 
in  default  of  which  be  should,  according  to  the 
7th  section  of  the  Act,  Geo.  4,  o.  33,  lose  and 
forfeit  all  poundage  claimed  by  him. 

"  The  result  of  this  serious  omission,  in  not 
carrying  oat  the  Law,  is  aooordingly  the  acca- 
mnlatitm  of  orroars  of  county  cess  up  to  March 
last,  amounting  to  the  large  sum  of  ever  dS4, 600. 

"  Another  grave  circumstance  is  the  delay 
which  continues  to  take  place  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  barony  constables  in  the  lodgment 
of  their  leapeotive  oollectioni,  the  geawmeo 


referred  to  pwaistoitly  acting  as  if  in  total  dis- 
regard boUi  of  the  terns  of  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil and  of  the  Grand  Jury  Acts,  by  which  they 
are  required  to  make  regular  lodfj^enta  to  the 
credit  of  the  county,  and  are  prohibited  front  at 
any  time  retaining,  in  hand  more  than  £100. 

"  I^e  collectors  to  whom  T  refer  are  Messrs. 
C.  E.  Leahy,  Arthur  Hutchins,  and  F.  M'G. 
Denny.  With  the  exception  of  £65,  lodged  by 
Mr.  Ijeahy  in  December  hurt,  no  other  sum  was 
paid  into  the  credit  of  the  county  by  any  of  the 
gentlemen  named  from  the  time  they  ^ot  their 
warrants,  in  September  last,  ontii  within  a  few 
days  of  the  Assizes  in  March ; " 

and,  what  steps  he  proposes  should  he 
taken  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  ? 

Mb.  TBErELYAN :  It  is  a  f^  that 
the  audited  reported  to  the  Looal  Go- 
TOTnment  Boara  to  the  ^ect  described, 
and  the  Board  sent  a  copy  of  the  Beport 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
have  no  power  to  interfere  further  in  the 
matter.  The  county  cess  collectors  ore  ap- 
pointed at  each  As^es  by  the  Grand  Jury. 
They  are  entirely  the  officers  of  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  the  Government  have  no  con- 
trol over  them.  It  was,  therefore,  for 
the  Grand  Jury  to  take  such  action  aa 
they  might  deem  necessary  in  the  cir- 
cumstances brought  to  their  knowledge ; 
and  I  understand  that  at  the  late  Assizes 
they  appointed  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  matter,  and  received  an  expla- 
nation £rom  the  Injectors  which  tkey 
deemed  satisfiuitoxy. 

STATE  OF  IRELAND— ORANGEURN  AT 

LISBURN. 

Mb.  GEAY  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther complaints  have  been  made  to  the 
police  that  Orange  drumming  parties  at 
Liabum  systematically  annoy  Catholics 
by  playing  outside  or  near  the  chapel  on 
Saturday  nights  at  the  hour  when  Ca- 
tholics are  at  confession  therein ;  whether 
the  police  paid  any  attention  to  these 
complaints ;  and,  whether  the  police  per- 
mitted Orange  arches  to  be  erected  in 
the  Catholic  quarter  in  such  positions  as 
to  render  it  impossible  for  Catholics  to 
attend  their  places  of  wonhip  without 
passing  under  these  arches  ? 

Me.  TBEVMiYAN :  I  am  infonned 
that  some  of  the  Boman  Catholic  clei^ 
at  Lishum  have  complained  of  drum- 
ming parties  passing  the  chapel.  It  has 
been  the  practice  for  many  years  past 
for  drumming  parties  to  pass  up  and 
down  the  streets  of  Lisburn  on  Saturday 
nights,  and  the  practice  does  not  appear 
to  have  caused  any  iU-feeling. .  Th^ 
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drmnming  parties  never  intofere  with 
their Boman  Oatholio  neighbours;  and 
as  tiiej  axe  peaoeable  and  oommit  no 
offence,  the  pulioe  have  not  thought  it 
prudent,  in  the  interest  of  the  peaoe  of 
the  town,  to  attempt  to  stop  them.  On 
the  oocasioQ  of  the  recent  anniversaries 
Orange  arches  were  erected  in  several 
places  ;  but  they  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  placed  in  a  Catholic  quarter,  as 
there  is  no  Catholic  quarter  in  the  town. 
Catholics  and  Protestants  live  in  every 
part  of  it,  and  on  good  terms  with  each 
other. 

Kb.  GBAT  :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  is  aware  whether  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  Catholics  could  not  go  to 
their  ehureh  on  Sunday  without  passing 
under  them  ? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN:  Ae  the  Catho- 
lics and  Protestants  live  indiscriminately 
about  the  town,  I  am  a&aid  that  that 
would  be  the  case. 

LAW  Assm  jreTicas  (hiblam))— pbttt 

SESSIONS  COURT  AT  CASTLE. 
WBLLAN,  CO.  DOWN. 

Mb.  QEAT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  same  room  is  used  at 
Castlewellan,  county  Down,  for  an 
Orange  Hall,  a  Freemasons'  Hall,  for 
Protestant  religious  instruction,  and  for 
Petty  Sessions  and  Boad  SessioDs  ? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN :  I  am  informed 
that  the  fact  is  as  stated  in  the  Question. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  have  to 
aek  me  more  particular  Questions  on  this 
point,  as  I  do  not  know  enough  of  the 
state  of  the  case  at  present.  I  do  not 
quite  see  what  die  objection  is.  The  cost 
^  a  hall  would  he  heavy,  and,  besides, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  get  a  convenient 
place,  whilst  Uiis  place  is  hired  for  va- 
riona  purposes.  In  this  ease  the  rent  of 
£10  a-year  is  paid  for  this  matter. 

PUBLIC    HEALTH   (IBELAND)  —  THE 
PBOTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  GKAVE- 

YABD  AT  DROMORE. 
Mr.  GEAY  aeked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  in  hot 
weather  there  is  an  objectionable  efflu- 
vium from  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Graveyard  at  Dromore ;  whethw  it  is  a 
faet  ^t  cofi&ns  interred  there  are  some- 
times only  covered  with  a  few  inches  of 
earth;  whether  it  is  true  that  a  lai^ 


business  is  done  in  this  graveyard  by 
cheap  intannenfes  of  persons  dying  in 
Belfast,  sometimes  four  or  fire  in  a  day ; 
and,  whether  tiiere  was  a  serious  epi- 
demio  last  year  in  the  town  7 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN :  The  Executive 
Sanitary  Officer  of  the  district  reports 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence 
of  any  effluvium  from  the  graveyard,  and 
that  it  is  not  the  fact  that  intermenta 
are  carried  out  in  the  objectionable  man* 
ner  described.  He  states  that  the  inter- 
ments which  take  place  are  few  in  num- 
ber, and  take  place  only  in  cases  where 
rights  of  sepulture  exist.  The  epidemic 
which  occurred  last  year  was  soarlatina, 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
himself  lives  within  50  yards  of  the 
graveyard,  states  that  there  was  not  the 
remotest  connection  between  the  two. 
Scarlatina  was  at  t^e  same  time  jweva- 
lent  in  adjoining  towns. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— KILDT- 
SART  PETTY  SESSIONS,  CO.  CLARE. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
How  many  magistratm  usually  attend 
the  Kildysart,  county  Clare,  Petty  Ses- 
sions Court ;  if  some  time  ^o  the  board 
of  guardians  of  the  Kildysart  Union  re- 
commended the  names  of  two  gentlemen 
for  appointment  to  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace ;  if  the  valuation  of  one  was 
about  £500  per  annum,  and  the  other 
over  £200 ;  if  he  will  state  how  many  of 
the  magistrates  have  been  appointed  in 
Clare  by  the  present  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  how  many  of  them  are  Catholics, 
and  how  many  recommendations  have 
been  forwarded  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  county ;  and,  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Kildysart  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN:  I  am  informed 
that  the  usual  attendance  is  one,  or 
sometimes  two.  There  are  three  or  four 
local  Justices  in  the  neighbourhood,  one 
or  other  of  whom  occasionally  attends, 
with  the  Eosident  Magistrate  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  Board  of  Guardians  did  send 
a  Memorial  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
naming  two  gentlemen  for  appointment 
to  the  Commission  of  ^e  Peace.  Their 
valuation  was  given  in  the  Memorial  as 
£4d4  and  £123  respectively.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  has  the  recommendation  in 
their  behalf  under  his  consideration. 
Five  gentlemen  have  been  recommended 
by  the  Lord  Lieutw^t  (g^^{^ 
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of  Olara.  Two  have  been  placed  in  the 
Commission.  They  are  beliered  to  be 
Protestants.  The  other  reo<nnmenda- 
tuHiB  have  not  yet  bem  disposed  of. 

THE  UAaiSTRAOT  (IBELAND)— HB. 
OUFPORD  LLOYD. 

Mb.  small  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  ia  at  present 
in  receipt  of  £125  per  annum  service 
pay,  or  of  aoy  other  sum  out  of  the  Ite- 
Tenues  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and,  if 
not,  up  to  what  time  was  the  last  pay- 
ment of  any  kind  made  to  him  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELTAN  :  Mr.  Lloyd  is  not 
at  present  in  receipt  of  any  sum  from 
any  Irish  Yote,  nor,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  from  the  BoTenues  of  the  United 
KingdcHn.  The  last  payment  made  to 
him  from  the  Yote,  out  of  which  the 
salaries  of  Resident  Magistrates  are  pro- 
vided, was  up  to  the  Idth  of  September 
last. 

EGYPT  (BE-OBOANIZATION)— THE 
POLICE  LAW. 

Ma.  HEALT  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreini  Afiaira,  Is  it 
true  that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  initiated 
tiie  Police  Law  in  Egypt  without  even 
submitting  it  to  the  Egyptian  Legtsla- 
tive  Council,  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
stitution accorded  by  Lord  Dufierin  ;  if 
not,  why  did  the  Chamber  cause  a  pro- 
test to  be  inserted  in  The  Journal  OJieM ; 
Is  it  the  case  that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
threw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
workiog  of  the  Native  tribunals  insti- 
tuted by  Lord  Dufferin ;  and,  is  it  the 
ease  that,  although  no  formal  order  was 
issued  by  him  suppressing  the  Conseil 
d'Etat,  it  ceased  to  meet  after  Mr. 
Uoyd's  arrival  7 

Loan  EDMOND  FITZMAUBICE: 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  drew  up  a  Minute  for 
the  oq;anization  of  the  pdUoe.  This 
Minute  was  issued  in  the  form  of  a 
Decree  by  the  Egyptian  Ministiy,  who 
appeared  to  have  considered  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  submit  it  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  The  responsibility  lay 
with  them.  I  have  no  reason  whatever 
to  suppose  that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  threw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  work  of 
the  Native  Tribunals.  The  circumstances 
relating  to  the  suspension  of  the  functions 
of  th.e  Council  of  State  are  given  in 
Egypt.  No.  12,  1884,  pages  24  and  103. 
llx.  Clifford  Lloyd  had  nothing  to  do 
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with  the  matter.  I  hare  not  seen  in 
Tha  Jtmnud  Offietel  any  protest  iicom  th« 
Chamber  respecting  the  Folioe  Law; 
but  I  understand  that  thwe  waa  sonM 
expression  of  opinion.  Whetlur  it  took 
an  offidal  ihape  or  not  I  OMiiiot  uy. 

AKMT  (INDU)— OENEBAL  LIST  OF 
INDIAN  OFFICEBa 

Sib  BAKDLEiY  WILMOT  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  Petitions  recently  presented  to  this 
Honourable  House  by  officers  of  the 
General  List  of  the  Indian  Army,  com- 
plaining that  they  have  been  compnl- 
sorily  placed  on  Staff  Corps  soale  of 
promotion,  while  debarred  from  equal 
privileges  as  to  retiring  allowances ; 
and,  whether  Her  Majesty^s  Government 
will  give  favourable  consideration  to 
those  Petitions,  in  order  that  General 
List  Indian  officers  may  be  placed  on  aa 
equal  footing,  as  regards  those  allov- 
ances,  with  offleers  who  joined  Staff 
Corps  prior  to  September  1866  f 

Mb.  J.  E.  CR088 :  Th^  subject  of 
theee  Petitions  has  been  considered  by 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  but,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, there  is  no  ground  for  extending 
to  the  Officers  of  the  General  list  the 
actuarial  scale  of  additional  peosiona 
awarded  to  those  officers  who  joined  the 
Staff  Corps  prior  to  1866,  and  to  whose 
spedal  conditions  of  service  tins  seale  ia 
alone  applioable. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES  (IRELAND)— 
DRUMUERIFF  BRIDGE,  CO.  LEITRIM. 

Colonel  O'BEIENE  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  will  give  instructions  to  have 
the  works  now  in  progress  in  Uie  oon- 
strnction  of  the  piers  and  abutments  of 
Drumheriff  Bridge,  county  Leitrim,  im- 
mediately stoppM,  in  order  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  oesspayers,  as  theee 
works  are  not  carried  ont  in  accordance 
with  the  specification,  drawn  up  by  t^e 
county  KoBcommon  surveyor,  and  the 
late  oounty  surveyor  of  the  county  Lei- 
trim, the  stones  not  having  the  required 
dimensions,  or  laid  in  Portland  cement 
and  rubble  stone,  mortar  being  substi- 
tuted for  backing ;  and  will  an  inspeo- 
tion  of  the  above  works  be  ordered  by  a 
county  surveyor  on  behalf  of  the  oounty 
Leitrim ;  and,  if  it  is  a  fact  IhAt  the 
assistant  county  surveyor  for  the  oounty 
Leiteim  refuses  to  certifr tlMt^M  work 
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is  being  done  in  accordanoe  with  the 
^wdfication,  and  lias  cautioned  the  con- 
tractor to  discontinue  building  the  piers 
md  abataients  of  the  Leitrim  portion  of 
ibe  bridge  wHh  the  materials  he  is  at 
present  using  ? 

Mb.  TREVELTAN  :  The  bridge  is  in 
oonrse  of  construction  between  the  conn- 
ties  of  Leitrim  and  Bosoommon,  and  the 
work  is  being  carried  on  under  the 
direction  of  a  joint  Oommittee  appointed 
by  the  Grand  Juries  under  the  statutory 
powers  Tested  in  them.  The  dovem- 
ment  hare  no  power  orer  the  work,  nor 
has  anjjr  grant  been  made  in  aid  of  it. 
There  is  mo  power  in  the  QoTerument  to 
have  the  works  stopped,  or  to  order  an 
inspection  by  a  County  Surveyor  on 
behatf  of  the  county  of  Leitrim.  I  am 
informed  that  the  ^Umate  prepared  was 
for  an  outlay  of  £1,900 ;  and  that  as  the 
presentment  passed  was  only  for  £700 
mm  eaeh  county,  the  plans  had  to  be 
departed  from  in  some  particulars  re- 
lating to  masonry  in  order  to  keep  within 
the  estimate.  There  seems  to  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  the  officials 
of  the  two  counties.  The  joint  Commit- 
tee of  the  Grand  J uries  already  appointed 
is  Uie  proper  tribunal  to  adjust  them, 
and  I  hope  this  Question  will  have  the 
offset  of  inducing  them  to  take  prompt 
action.  I  am  aware  that  the  matter  has 
been  specially  brought  to  their  notice  by 
the  Assistant  Oonnty  Surreyor,  who 
raised  the  objection  on  the  County  Lei- 
trim side. 

ABMT  (ATJXIUART  FORCES) -MILITIA 
aUAETERMASTERS-BETIREMENTS. 

OoLomL  £ING-HASMAN  asked  the 
Secretary  of  SUte  for  War,  Whether, 
with  reference  to  the  Parliamentary  Re- 
turn respecting  Betired  Militia  Quar- 
termasters, dated  on  the  back  15th 
March  1884,  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  six  retired  officers 
of  this  rank  now  living  who  served  20 
years  as  such,  and  were  allowed  on  re- 
tirement in  1875,  1876,  and  1877,  a 
Militia  pension  less  by  a  shilling  a-day 
than  what  was  allowed  in  1817  for  only 
15  years'  serrice;  and  also  to  the  case 
of  18  officers  of  the  same  rank  and  longer 
service  now  living,  who  were  oompul- 
Borily  retired  in  1878  on  a  pension  of  no 
higher  rate  than  what  was  allowed  in 
1817  for  less  service;  and,  whether  he 
intends  to  propose  any  arrangement  by 
vhieh  thMe  pensions  will  be  in  acoord- 


anoe  with  precedent,  and  with  the  posi- 
tion and  requirements  of  these  officers  ? 

Thb  Mabquxbs  op  HABTINQTOK: 
The  Watrant  under  which  the  Militia 
Quartermasters  referred  to  were  granted 
retirement  was  very  carefully  oonnderedj 
and  they  received  the  full  benefit  of  its 
provisions.  Moreover,  their  olaims  have 
been  repeatedly  examined,  and  it  has  on 
each  occasion  beendecidedthat  theyhave 
no  just  cause  for  complaint.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  revise  the  previous  decisions. 

NAVY— NAVAL  OPERATIONS  IN  THE 
SOUDAN— EXTRA  PAY. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
(for  Sir  H.  Dhummond  Wolff)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther the  officers  and  men  of  the  Kavy 
employed  in  the  late  Soudan  expe- 
dition are  to  receive  the  same  batta  as 
that  given  to  the  Army,  for  the  ezc^- 
tionally  hard  work  imptraed  on  them  by 
recent  operations  f 

Mb.  CAMPBELL -BANNERUAN: 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  word  batta" 
can  properly  be  applied  in  this  case. 
But  a  gratuity  on  the  same  basis  as  that 
awarded  for  the  operations  in  1882  will 
shortly  be  payable  to  the  Naval  and 
MarineForces  employed  in  the  operations 
during  the  spring  of  this  year  in  the 
Soudan ;  the  portion  for  the  Navy  being 
distributable  according  to  the  Navy 
prize  scale,  and  that  for  the  Marines 
under  the  Army  scale. 

Sib  JOHN  HAT:  WiU  there  be  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN: 
I  cannot  say  what  will  be  required ;  bat 
certainly  it  is  not  necessary  at  present. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY :  Under  what  Yote 
wiU  this  be  taken  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL -BANNEBMAN: 
Under  Vote  1,  Wages  to  Beamen  and 
Marines. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  80TJDAN)— 
THE  TREATY  WITH  ABYSSINIA. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
A£fairs,  If  any  guarantee  .has  been  taken 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
cruel  methods  of  savage  warfare  wUl 
not  be  practised  by  the  AbyssinianB  in 
their  invasion  of  the  Sondan  as  the  allies 
of  the  English,  under  the  Treaty  with 
the  Negoosa  Negust  of  Ethiopia  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
There  ia  no  question  of  an 
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of  the  Soudan  by  the  AbTssinians  as  tiie 
allies  of  this  country  ;  and  I  may  add, 
.Tliat  I  have  already  stated  in  this  House, 
that  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  King  John 
intends  to  ravish  and  lay  waste  the 
country. 

Me.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON:  Do  I 
nndmstand  that  the  Abyssiuians  are  not 
about  to  occupy  Kassala  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
Tliat  is  a  totally  distinct  Question,  of 
vbich  Notice  has  not  been  a^ven. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEKJHTON :  la 
there  any  understanding  that  King  John 
is  not  to  invade  the  Soudan  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
The  Abyssinian  Papers  are  before  the 
House.  The  agreement  with  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  is  that  he  is  to  assist  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Egyptian  garrisons 
from  the  three  places  mentioned,  of 
which  Kassala  is  one. 

Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  :  Then. 
Sir,  I  repeat,  have  any  guarantees  been 
taken  that  in  this  invasion  of  the  Soodan 
by  the  Abyssinians  the  cruel  methods  of 
savage  warfare  will  not  be  practised  7 

Loan  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
I  have  just  stated  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  what  the  faon.  Member  calls  ' '  cruel 
methods  of  waxfara"  are  going  to  be 
pursued. 


POOR  LAW  (IRKLANDH UOORE, 
.     CLERK    OF  INNI8H0WEN  UNION, 

COUNTY  DONEGAL. 
;  Me.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  Hohert  Moore,  Betuming 
Officer  and  Clerk  of  the  Innishowen 
Union,  county  Donegal,  is  also  agent 
■for  several  landlords  holding  property 
within  the  Union  ;  and,  whether,  if  that 
be  BO,  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
take  steps  to  compel  Mr.  Moore  either 
to  give  up  his  agencies  or  to  resign  his 
office  as  Clerk  of  the  Union  t 

Me.  the  VELYAN  :  The  CTerk  of  the 
Innishowen  Union  states  that  he  receives 
rent  for  four  landlords  in  the  Union, 
and  that  he  has  acted  in  that  capacity 
for  the  last  30  years.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  see  no  reason  to  require 
him  to  give  up  this  employment,  unless 
it  is  shown  that  it  causes  Mm  to  neglect 
bis  duties.  There  is  nothing  recorded 
Against  this  officer  in  the  Local  Gtovetn- 
jneut  Board's  Department. 

Lord  Edmoni  PiUmam* 


POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
GUARDIANS,  BANDON  UNION. 

Me.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Seore- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  sworn  inquiry  into  the  lata 
election  for  Poor  Law  Guardian  in  the 
Innishannon  Electoral  DivlaioD,  in  tlw 
Baudon  Union,  county  Cork,  was  de- 
manded on  the  ground  that  Mr.  George 
Stanley,  the  candidate  declared  elected 
by  the  returning  officer,  was  guilty  of 
bribery;  whetliw  the  Local  Goverameni 
Board  Kave  decided  to  grant  sndi  an 
inquiry ;  whether  the  said  Mr.  Stanley 
has  been  elected  to  tiie  office  of  rate 
collector  in  the  Bandon  Union  at  a 
poundage  of  sixpence,  though  a  Mr. 
Dineen  tendered  to  collect  the  i«tes  at 
fourpence  in  the  pound ;  and,  whether 
the  Local  Government  Board  approve  of 
Mr.  Stanley's  appointment;  and,  if  not, 
what  steps  they  propose  to  take  in 
reference  to  it  ? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN  :  A  resolution  re- 
questing a  sworn  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  a  collector  named  Edward  Stanley 
in  connection  with  tlie  election  of  Mr. 
George  Stanley  was  proposed  at  the 
Guardians'  meeting  on  the  28th  of 
May— but  was  not  passed.  The  com- 
plainants applied  to  the  Local  Qt>vem- 
ment  Board  foraawran  inquiry,  and  the 
collector  was  called  on  for  an  explana- 
tion ;  but  he  died  before  the  matter  was 
disposed  of.  Mr.  Ge(Hr^  Stanley,  having 
previously  resigned  his  office  of  Goai^ 
dian,  was  elected  Poor  Bate  OoUeotor  on 
the  9th  of  this  month ;  but,  proteeta 
having  been  lodged  against  his  appoint- 
ment by  the  majority  of  the  Guardians, 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  the 
matter  now  under  consideration. 

PREVENTION  OF  CRIME  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  18S2— EXTRA  POLICE  AT 
LIMERICK. 

Ma.  SYNAJf  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  Felix  M'Garthy,  resident 
magistrate  for  the  city  of  Limerick  in 
1880,  1881,  and  1882,  applied  fbr  an 
extra  police  force  in  those  years ;  whe- 
ther B».  Forateit  then  Chief  Seor^aiy  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenuat,  visited  the  city  of 
Limerick  in  the  year  1882 ;  whether  he 
then  saw  or  was  permitted  to  see  Mr. 
M'Carthy;  and,  whether  Mr.  Oliflford 
Lloyd  was  then  at  Limerick,  as  retadent 
magistrate  for  the  prormcv  of  Muastw  ? 
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Me.  TEEVELTAN:  On  various 
special  occasions  in  the  years  mentioned 
Mr,  M'Carthy  applied  to  have  the 
Folke  Force  of  the  city  temporarily 
strengthened.  In  May,  1882,  he  signed 
a  requisition  for  25  extra  men,  which 
he  considered  wanted  at  the  time.  I 
understand  from  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster)  that  he  paid  no  special  visit  to 
Limcnck ;  but  that  on  bu  way  to  the 
county  (rf  dare,  and  again,  a  few  days 
later*  when  returning,  he  tpent  an  hour 
or  two  in  the  dtj.  Mr.  M'Ckrthy,  B.M., 
had  no  interview  with  him,  nor  did  be 
seek  one.  The  suggestion  that  any 
hindrance  was  i>laoed  in  the  way  of  such 
a  meeting  is  without  foundation.  Mr. 
Clifford  Xloyd  was  then  at  Limerick,  in 
eharge  of  the  counties  of  lameriok  and 
Olarew 

POST  OFFICB-NEWSPAPEES. 

Ma.  GRAY  asked  the  Postmaster 
Genaral,  Whether  for  years  the  Post 
Office  made  an  extra  cha^e  for  news- 
papers that  were  "  stitdied  ; "  whether, 
after  a  long  agitation,  this  chaise  was 
abandoned ;  whether  it  is  true,  as  stated 
in  a  Letter  of  Mr.  H.  Trueman  Wood  to 
Tht  TiwuM  of  the  22nd  instant,  that  the 
DafMutment  still  charges  extra  for  a 
BB^lement  to  a  newspaper,  if  stitdied ; 
aiuC  irhether,  in  the  ease  mmtioned, 
the  Department  made  a  demand  for 
five  pounds  on  account  of  its  forbear- 
ance in  not  suxohai^ing  all  copies  of 
last  week's  Journal  of  the  Soeisty  of  Artt, 
because  it  had  a  stitched  supplement  ? 

Ma.  FAWOETT,  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  regulation  with  regard  to  not  allow- 
ing supplements  to  be  stitched  was  main- 
tained with  the  view  of  placing  some 
limitation  on  the  size  and  weight  of  sup- 
plements. With  regard  to  the  partinular 
journal  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member, 
an  insufficient  amount  of  postage  had 
baea  pud ;  and,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
inoonvwienee  of  making  a  separate 
charge  to  all  the  persons  to  whom  copies 
had  been  sent,  it  was  arranged  that  the 
sender  of  tiie  journal  should  pay  the  in- 
sufficient postage,  which  amounted  to 
exactly  £5. 

POST  OFFICE  (IBELAND)  — GENERAL 
POST  OFFICE,  DUBLIN— FEUAliE 
aUFERTISOKS. 

OoMMU.  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Fostmaster  Qenwal,  If  it  is  true  that 


fem.ale  "  supervisors  "  are  appointed  on 
the  Telegraph  staffs  of  the  Leeds,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Newcastle  on  Tyne, 
Liverpool,  and  Manchester  Post  Offices ; 
why  such  appointments  have  not  been 
made  on  the  Dublin  Telegraph  staff; 
and,  whether  there  are  not  three  such 
supervisors  appointed  at  Edinburgh,  the 
female  staff  of  that  office  numbering  53, 
whilst,  although  70  females  are  em- 
ployed in  the  Dublin  Post  Office,  there 
are  no  supervisors  appointed  7 

Mb.  FAWOETT,  in  reply,  said,  he 
would  inquire  whether  a  bettor  system 
than  that  which  at  present  prevailed 
could  be  found  for  the  appointment  of 
supervisors. 

PTJBLIC  HKALTH— ALLEGED  DEATH 
FROM  VACCINATION. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther it  be  the  fact  that  a  child  named 
Horace  Best  was  vaccinated  at  Hull  on 
June  the  9th,  and  died  on  the  30th  of 
June  after  great  suffering,  and  that  the 
cause  of  death  was  certified  as  "ery- 
sipelas ; "  whether  there  was  any  cause 
but  vaccination ;  whether  any  other  case 
of  injurious  effects  from  the  same  vaccine 
matter  oocuired  at  the  same  time ;  whe-- 
ther  the  parents  have  requested  an  in- 
quiry to  be  oondueted  hy  some  other 
person  independent  of  the  dootor  who 
operated ;  and,  whether  any  order  has 
been  given  in  consequence  f 

Mb.  GEOKGEBUSSELL:  We  learn 
that  the  child  was  vaccinated  on 
Jime  9,  and  that  in  the  course  of 
the  second  week  after  vaccination  it 
contracted  erysipelas,  which  began  on 
the  child's  neck  and  extended  down 
the  unvaociuated  arm  and  side,  affecting 
the  vaccinated  arm  last  and  least.  This 
information  was  communicated  to  Dr. 
Walton,  the  public  vaccinator,  by  the 
medical  attendant,  Mr.  Cooper,  who  saw 
the  child  until  its  death  on  the  30th. 
He  saw  no  special  connection  between 
the  erysipelas  and  the  vaccination,  and 
told  the  parents  so.  We  learn  that  ory- 
sipelas  was  the  cause  of  death ;  that  it 
appears  to  have  been  certified  by  Mr. 
Cooper  as  "general  eirsi^elas ; that 
tikere  is  no  reason  for  beueving  that  vac- 
cination had  anything  to  do  with  the 
production  of  it;  and  that  the  other 
children  vaccinated  from  the  same  lymph 
as  the  child  Best  had  nothing  (beyond 
re^ar  vaccination)  the  xofttter  witl\ 
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tbem.  The  parents  asked  for  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  death  of  the  child  ;  but  at  pre- 
sent no  action  has  been  taken. 

BANKRTTPTCT  AOT,  1860-WINDINO.TJP 
OF  PROCEEDINOS. 
Me.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps, 
in  accordance  with  the  sugrgestion  ol 
the  Acting  OontroUer  in  Bankruptcy,  to 
enforce  the  prompt  winding  up  of  old 
bankruptcy  proceedings  under  the  Aot  of 
1869? 

Mb.  GHAMBEBLAIN,  in  reply,  said, 
he  was  inclined  to  agree  with  the  official 
referred  to ;  but  he  had  been  advised 
,  that  it  would  require  fresh  legislation  to 
effect  the  object,  and,  of  course,  fresh 
legislation  on  the  subjeet  at  the  present 
time  could  not  mioceea. 

EGYPT  (FINANCE,  &cO-ABREAB8  OF 
TAXES. 

'  Mb.  M'OOAN  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther there  is  any,  and  what,  truth  in  the 
folloving  Btatnnent,  tdegraphed  from 
Alexandria  to  a  morning  paper:— 

'« The  Minister  of  Finuioo.  directed  by  the 
ED^Ksh  OoTemmcmt,  hu  jatt  iBtacd  a  drcular 
insisting  on  immediate  payment  of  arreart  of 
taxes.  This  maaeuse  forces  the  cultiratora  to 
■ell  their  crops  standing— in  the  ctise  of  cotton, 
three  months  hefore  the  harrest—to  epeculators, 
♦ho  take  advantage  of  the  eoaroity  of  money  to 
jMy  only  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  normal  value. 
The  droular  is  disappreved  by  alltbelaQthoritieB 
bare,  and  will  vastly  uMrease  fbs  miaety  and 
smbanassment  of  the  fellaheen." 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
No,  Sir;  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  not  directed  Mr.  Egerton  to  issue 
any  Oiroular  to  the  above  effect,  and  I 
am  not  aware  tliat  any  such  Circular  has 
been  issued. 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  188S- BANKRUPTCY 
OF  B.  B.  SCAKBOROTTGH. 
Mk.  DIXON-HAETLAND  asked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whe- 
ther, at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Official 
ReoeiTer*a  (Mr.  Cecil  Meroer)  under  the 
bankruptcy  of  E.  B.  Scarborough  (Eo- 
oeiving  Order,  25th  May  1884,  Qr«n- 
wiob)  the  following  facts  were  elicited 
from  the  bankrupt — ^namely,  that  he  had 
not  handed  over  his  books  and  papers  to 
the  Offioial  Receiver,  nor  disclosed  a 
mortgage  he  had  executed  on  his  pro- 
perty ;  and  whether  the  chairman  of 
Mr,  Gnrgt  £umii 


such  meeting  did  express  his  opinion 
that  it  was  a  case  that  required  the 
fullest  investigation ;  whether,  notwitii- 
standing,  the  Offiaal  Receiver  declined 
to  examine  the  bankrupt  when  he  came 
up  for  public  examination ;  andwhe&er 
the  solicitor  of  one  of  the  creditors 
specially  sent  for  the  purpose  was  re- 
fused permission  to  do  so  npon  tiie 
ground  that  he  had  no  written  andtority 
from  his  client;  vhetlier  the  Incorpo- 
rated Law  Society,  on  the  80th  day  of 
June  last,  obtained  a  Rule  Niai  cattnig 
upon  the  Registrar  to  show  oanae  why 
the  aolieitor  should  not  be  allowed  to  ex- 
amine the  bankrupt  on  behalf  of  his 
client ;  and,  whether,  notwithstanding 
the  Rule  is  still  pending,  the  Official  Re- 
ceiver has  not  consented  to  the  bankrupt 
passing  his  pubHc  examination  without 
being  publicly  examined  as  to  his 
affairs;  whether  the  attention'  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  words  "  or  his  representa- 
tive authorised  in  writing,"  in  sub^sec- 
tion  four  of  section  seventeen  of  the 
Act,  are  being  applied  to  barristeis  and 
solicitors  ;  and,  what  steps  he  proposes, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  take  ? 

Mr.  chamberlain  :  I  hare  made 
inquiries  with  respeot  to  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member,  and  hare  received 
fidlowing  Report: — 

"  In  the  bankruptcy  of  R.  B.  Scarborough  in 
the  Coanty  Court  of  Greenwich— It  ia  not  the 
fact,  as  implied  in  the  Question,  that  the  bank- 
rupt's books  and  papers  had  not  been  handed 
over  to  the  Official  Receiver  at  the  date  of  the 
meeting  referred  to ;  but  it  in  quite  true  that 
the  representative  of  the  Official  Receiver  who 
presided  at  the  meeting  did  express  hie  opinion 
that  it  was  a  case  requiring  investigation.  The 
Offioial  Reoeiver  did  acoordingly  institute  a  fnll 
investigation  into  the  debtor's  affaiza  prior  to 
the  public  examination,  and  having  satisfied 
himself  regarding  them,  he  did  not  decline  to 
examine  the  bankmpt,  but  limited  such  exami- 
nation mainly  to  a  verifleation  npon  oath  of 
certain  qnettions  and  aoawere  which  had  pre- 
viously been  reduced  to  writing  and  signed  by 
the  bankmpt.  It  is  understood  that  the  Court 
refused  to  allow  a  solicitor,  who  professed  to  be 
acting  for  a  creditor,  to  take  part  in  the  exa- 
mination, because  he  was  not  anth<niced  in 
writing  aa  required  by  the  Act  The  Board  of 
Trade  have  no  knowledge  of  the  action  of  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  in  the  matter.  The 
passing  of  the  public  examination  and  the  de- 
claring it  concluded  is  a  matter  entirdy  witiiin 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  which  the  (MBctal 
Receiver  can  neither  interfere  with  nor  prevent. 
The  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  not 
been  called  to  the  fact  referred  to  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  Question.  No  steps  appasr  to  bq 
either  neceasaiy  or  deaicsble," 
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The  Board  of  Trade  are  extremely  de- 
nious,  as  the  hon.  Member  is  avare,  to 
have  &e  fullest  inquiry  made  into  the 
omdTiot  of  th*  debtOT  in  all  oasM. 

INMA-THE  POST  OFFICE  (IIADBAS). 

Ma.  JUSTIN  M'OABTHY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  he  has  noticed  the  assertions 
T^eatedly  made  ct  late  in  the  Madras 
iww^>apttrs  that  the  Gh>Temment  of 
Uadroa  have  opened  in  the  post  office 
letters  addressed  to  private  individuals ; 
whether  he  has  noticed  the  fact  that  one 
gentleman  has  officially  informed  the 
postal  anthorities  that  he  has  evidence 
^at  his  letters  are  regularly  copied 
while  in  the  Post;  and,  whether  it  is 
tme  that  the  members  of  the  Qovernor's 
Staff,  Madras,  are  allowed  by  the  Go- 
vernor to  send  letters  Home  at  soldiers' 
rates  of  postage  in  a  special  bag  from 
Qovemment  House  ? 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS :  The  India  Office 
has  no  official  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  have  been  unable  to  find  in 
recent  numbm  of  the  Madras  papers 
the  assertions  to  which  the  hoc.  Qentle- 
man  called  my  attention.  It  would  save 
neat  troable  if  hon.  Members  asking 
QnMtiom  about  newspaper  statements 
wonld  gire  the  references.  As  regards 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question,  I 
liave  to  say  that  the  Oovemor  General 
and  the  Governors  of  Madras  and  Bom- 
hay  have  the  privilege  of  franking  a 
special  bag. 

EGYPT— MR.  BLUNT. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'OARTHT  asked  the 
Under  Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  the  Government  intend 
to  make  any  amends  to  Mr.  Blunt  for 
the  treatment  he  received  from  Egyptian 
officials  and  Enslish  officials  in  Egypt  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
No,  Sir ;  I  am  not  aware  that  Mr,  Blunt 
has  undergone  any  treatment  which 
would  entiue  him  to  receive  amends. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M<OABTHY  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  call  attention  to 
the  subject  on  the  Foreign  Office  Vote. 

INDIA  (HADBAS)-SBTTLEUENT  OF 

TAXATION. 
Mr.  JUSTIN  M'OAETHY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  Secretary  of  State  will  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  into  the  complaints 
made  by  the  Badaga  and  other  native 


cultivatOTS  of  lands  on  the  Nllgiri  Hills, 
Madras,  against  the  settlement  of  taxa- 
tion now  being  effected  in  their  district ; 
and,  whether  this  settlement,  dating 
from  1882,  is  of  a  novel  character  ? 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS :  The  settlement 
in  question  is  not  of  a  novel  character. 
Its  object  is  to  ascertain  titles,  to  demar- 
cate forest  reserves^  and  to  define  areas 
available  for  sale  under  the  Waste  Lands 
Rules.  The  Settlement  Officer  has  re- 
ported that  the  definition  of  village 
boundaries  is  not  popular  with  the  some 
of  the  people,  who  have  long  been  at 
feud  with  their  nMghbours  as  to  gracing 
and  other  rights ;  "but  that  they  will  soon 
become  accustomed  to  it,  especially  as 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  they  have 
hitherto  enjoyed  are  secured  to  them. 
In  these  oiroumstances,  the  Secretary 
of  State  sees  no  necessity  for  ordering 
an  inquiry. 

EMIGRATION  {IRELAND)— THE  TUKE 
EMIGRATION  FUND. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked,  Whether  any 
Government  officials  audited  or  vouohra 
the  expenditure  of  the  £46,000  of  pubUo 
money  granted  to  the  Take  Emjgratbn 
Fund ;  where  can  the  accounts  be  seen ; 
upon  whose  recommendation  was  this 
large  sum  given;  and,  will  the  Govern- 
ment explain  who  Mr.  Tuke  is,  or  on 
what  grounds  he  was  entrusted  with  such 
a  disbursement,  and  if  there  is  any  pre- 
cedent for  it  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  lists  of  per- 
sons sent  out  by  Mr.  Tuke's  Committee 
have  always  been  submitted  to  a  member 
of  the  Emigration  Committee  acting 
under  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
the  Government  grant  was  never  recom- 
mended until  ho  was  satisfied  that  the 
emigration  had  boon  carried  out.  There 
is  no  other  audit  of  the  actual  disburse- 
ment of  each  grant,  nor  has  it  been  con- 
sidered necessary.  The  cost  of  emigra- 
tion is  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
grant,  and  proof  of  each  emigrant  having 
left  the  country  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  the  Government  grant  has 
been  properly  appropriated.  The  Go- 
vernment made  tneir  grants  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  20  of  the  Arrears 
Act,  which  provided  that  grants  for 
emigration  purposes  might  be  made  to 
such  body  or  persons  as  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant might  approve.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  every  confidence  in  the  gen- 
tlemen forming  Mr.  T^u's  CQmnuttee. 
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Cbants  have  in  the  same  manner  been 
made  to  four  other  Oommittees  formed 
in  Ireland  under  the  provisions  of  the 
eecHon  referred  to. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  whe- 
ther  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  (Gen- 
tleman had  heeu  called  to  the  list  of 
pauperB  at  Castle  Garden  sent  out  by 
Mr.  Tnke'B  Committee? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  I  haTe  seen  a 
notice  in  the  newspapers  about  it.  I 
will  make  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  HEALY:  Would  the  rieht  hon. 
Gentleman  ansver  that  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion as  to  who  Mr.  Tuke  is  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN-:  Mr.  Tuke  is  a 
mui  of  great  benevolence,  who  has  done 
great  servioe. 

LAW  AST)  JUSnOB  (IBELAKD)— THE 
DTTBUN  SCANDALS. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  there  is  any  foundation  for  the  folloT- 
ing  statement  of  Ths  Ii-e»maH  in  regard 
to  the  French-Cornwall  case : — 

"It  is  stated  that  Chief  Simerintendrait 

Mallon  has  been  relieved  from  the  duties  of 
Chief  Buperintendent  of  the  Dublin  Metropoli- 
tsQ  Police  pending  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
sent inquiriea  and  probable  trials.  His  datieB 
will  be  temporarily  carried  out  by  Superinten- 
dent Laraoy,  of  the  B  Division  ;  " 

if  SO,  on  what  grounds  and  by  whose 
orders  was  Mr.  Mallou  suspended;  and, 
have  the  Government  made  any  inquiry 
into  the  charges  of  negleot  brought 
against  Colonel  Bruce,  Inspector  Qene- 
ral,  in  regard  to  the  French  case  P 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN:  The  statement 
quoted  has  no  foundation  beyond  the 
mat  that  Mr.  HaUpn'a  time  is  bo  mnok 
occupied  at  present  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  g^ve  him  some  assist- 
ance in  his  ordinary  duties ;  and  by  the 
desire  of  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
this  assistance  is  afforded  by  Super- 
intendent Laracy.  The  GoTemmeut  see 
no  ground  for  reviewing  the  conduct  of 
Colonel  Bmoe. 

BAILWAY8-CHEAP  TRAINS  ACT,  1883 
—THE  lUDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Me.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
President  of  tbe  Board  of  Trade,  On 
what  principle  tbe  fares  on  the  Midland 
Railway  &om  £entish  Town  to  Upper 
HoUoway  are  obaived  a  Passenger  Tax 
of  fire  per  cent,  sJthongh  the  Une  has 
<m  both  udes  masBes  (U  houses,  and 
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although  there  is  a  sfreet  Rail^ray 
(called  a  Tramway)  from  Kentish  To\tb 
to  Upper  HoUoway  whioh  pays  no 
Passenger  Duty,  and  therefore  competes 
unfairly  with  tMs  part  of  the  Midland 
Railway  ? 

Me.  CHAMBERLAIN :  According  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  officer  ap- 
pointed to  report  on  the  applications 
under  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  1883,  the 
district  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
is  stated  not  to  be  one  which  in  the 
opinion  of  that  officer  complies  with, 
the  conditions  specified  in  Clause  2,  sab* 
sections  2  and  3,  of  that  Act.  If,  how- 
ever, the  Railway  Company  consider 
themselves  aggrieved  by  this  decision,  I 
shall  be  very  h^py,  on  receiving 
further  c^plicatioD,  to  reooasidw  tha 
matter. 

I«A.W  AND  POLICE— COUNTY  OF 

WATERFORD. 
Mb.  O'DONNELL  ashed  tbe  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  How  many  poUee  form  the 
regular  iree  force  in  the  oounty  oi 
Waterford ;  how  many  of  this  force  have 
been  on  service  outside  the  oounty  dur- 
ing the  past  six  months ;  and,  how  many 
police  have  been  charged  as  extra  police 
to  the  oounty  of  Waterford  in  the  aame 
period  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN :  The  free  force 
is  219.  The  present  extra  foroe  is  66. 
Without  time  for  inquizy,  I  cannot  say 
how  many  men,  if  an^,  have  been  sent 
out  of  the  oounty  dunng  six  months.  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  repeat  his  Quea- 
tion  on  a  later  day  I  ihall  be  happy  to 
answer  it. 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS— THE  RAJAH 
OP  TKNOM— CREW  OP  THE  "NISERO." 

Ma.  STOREY  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther the  Dutch  have  yet  givmi  a  definite 
reply  to  Earl  GraQville's  Bespatoh  of 
July  19th,  so  as  to  obviate  further  d^y 
in  the  active  operations  for  the  release 
of  the  crew  of  the  JVutfro  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  PITZMAURICB: 
Yes,  Sir.  Identical  instructions  have 
been  agreed  upon  and  despatched  tele- 
graphically, both  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  tbe  Netheriands  Go- 
vernment. They  will  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  FULESTON  asked  if  the  noble 
Lord  vas  aware  that  the  Paper  pi«*, 
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Bentdd  to  Parliament  on  this  aubjeot 
was  published  in  Holland  four  or  five 
days  before  it  was  giren  to  the  Idembera 
of  that  House  ? 

T*w>  EDMOND  FITZMAUEIOE : 
I  do  not  know  what  Paper  the  hon. 
Member  alludes  to,  because  the  Blue 
Boots  published  here  and  in  Holland 
were  at  short  intervals. 

Mb.  PULESTON:  The  last  Blue 
Book. 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  do  not  think  that  is  possible.  The 
last  Papers  published  are  np  to  date. 

Mb.  STOBEY  asked  whether  our  offi- 
cials on  the  Bjpot  hare  altered  their  oft- 
exprmsed  opinion  that  action  through 
or  with  the  Dutch  Government,  for 
securing  the  release  of  the  crew  of  the 
Nisn-o,  is  calculated  to  insure  failure ; 
and  whether  our  officials  on  the  spot 
have  been  consulted  as  to  the  proposed 
joint  action  of  the  British  and  Dutch 
QoTomments  for  the  release  of  the  crew 
of  the  NUmro  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMATJEICE : 
The  action  to  which  the  officials  on  the 
spot  expressed  an  adverse  opinion  was 
not  the  present  plan,  which  oontem  plates 
the  ase  of  joint  action  by  the  two  Powers 
should  the  Bajtdi  refuse  to  release  the 
crew.  There  have  been  frequent  com- 
munications with  the  Governor  of  the 
Straits  Settlements  and  the  AsM.u^  Go- 
vernor on  the  -whole  subject;  and  if  the 
hoD.  Member  will  refer  to  page  68  of 
the  Papers  recently  laid  (Notherlands, 
No.  3)  he  will  see  that  the  plan  now 
about  to  be  carried  out  was  communi- 
cated on  July  12  to  the  Acting  Governor, 
who  has  offered  no  objection  to  it. 

Me.  SLAGQ  :  May  I  ask  whether 
any  further  information  has  been  re- 
ceived as  to  the  condition  of  the  crew  ? 

LosD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
No  ;  not  since  the  last  statement  I  made. 

Mb.  STOREY:  The  noble  Lord  states 
ihat  our  officials  on  the  spot  have  not 
objected  to  the  present  procedure.  To- 
mcHTow  I  will  refer  him  to  pe^  53  of 
the  Blue  Book,  where  the  Acting  Com- 
misnoner  states  that  unless  some  com- 
promise were  effected  between  the  Dutch 
and  the  Natives  the  lives  of  the  crew 
would  be  saerifioed;  and  X  will  ask 
whether  our  Bepresentatives  in  those 
parts  have  not  consistently  held  to  the 
opinion  that  action  through  the  Dutc^ 
is  sure  to  result  in  tiie  death  of  the 
sun? 


POOR  LAW  (SCOTLAND)— APPOINT- 
MENTS UNDER  THE  BOARD  OP 
SUPERVISION— MESSES.  A.  M'KIN- 
NON  AND  A.  MARTIN. 

Dr.  CAMERON  asked  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, Whether  it  is  true  that  Mr.  An- 
gus M'Kinnon  has  been  appointed  In- 
spector of  Poor  for  the  parish  of  Snizort, 
in  Skye ;  whether  it  is  true  that  Mr. 
M'Kinnon  is  also  Inspector  of  Poor 
for  the  parish  of  Kilmuir,  and  lives  at  a 
distance  of  twenty-two  miles  from  one 
district  oi  the  parish  of  Snixoxt,  and 
seven  miles  from  the  nearest  district; 
whether  the  Mr.  Alexander  Martin,  who 
has  been  appointed  collector  of  poor  and 
school  rates  lor  the  same  parish,  is  cor- 
rectly described  as  a  boy  of  fifteen ;  and, 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Board 
Supervision  has  been  called  to  these  ap- 
pointments ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  :  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Angus 
M'Kinnon  has  been  appointed  Inspec- 
tor of  Poor  for  the  parish  of  Snizort.  He 
is  also  Inspector  of  Poor  for  the  parish 
of  Kilmuir ;  but  it  was  arranged  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  that  he  should 
for  the  future  reside  at  Uig,  which  is  a 
place  in  the  parish  of  Buizort,  and  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Bupervision, 
a  conveoient  centre  from  which  the  two 
parishes  can  be  worked.  The  Bourd  of 
Supervision  do  not  discourage  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  s«ne  Inspector  for  two 
parishes,  as  it  is  often  possible  by  this 
means  to  aeoure  the  services  of  a  better 
class  of  Inspectors  than  could  be  obtained 
for  the  salary  which  one  parish  could 
afford  to  give.  Mr.  M'Kinnon's  salary 
for  his  recent  appointment  is  £31  10«. 
In  such  cases,  however,  the  Board  of 
Supervision  require  that  the  Parochial 
Board  should  appoint  some  person  to 
receive  applications  in  the  parish  where 
the  Inspector  does  not  reside;  and,  on  re- 
ceiving notioe  of  Mr.  M'Kinnon'a  appoint- 
ment, the  Board  of  Supervision  called 
the  attention  of  the  Parochial  Board  to 
this  rule.  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Martin  is  a  youth  of  16  years  of 
age ;  that  he  has  been  ujianimously 
appointed  by  the  Farodiial  Board  as 
colleotor  of  rates  in  suocession  to  his  de- 
ceased  father,  for  whom  he  had  been 
doing  work  for  some  time  past^  and  he 
has  found  security  for  his  intromissions. 
Mr.  Martin's  appomtment  was  not  inti- 
mated to  the  Board  of  Supervision,  thv 

Digilized  by  VjOOglC 


663  Parliammt- 


I  COMMONS)  Publu  Bu9inM$.  664 


collector  beinff  exolunyely  the  o6Soer  of 
the  Parochial  Board,  removable  at  their 
pleasure. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— CONDITION  OF  THE 
THAMES. 

Me.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  can  inform  the  Honse 
as  to  the  commuDications  which  have 
passed  between  him  and  the  Metropoli- 
tan Board  of  Wor!^  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  Thames  between  Lon- 
don Bridge  and  Erith  or  thereabouts ; 
and,  whether  he  will  be  willing  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
Oorreapondenoe  which  has  passed  be- 
tween the  parties  who  hare  called 
and  paid  attention  to  the  facts,  and  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  and  him- 
self? 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOTJRT:  I  have 
been  for  more  than  two  years  in  commu-  ■ 
nication  with  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  as  to  the  very  serious  injuty 
caused  by  the  pollution  of  the  Thames 
through  the  outfall  of  the  London 
sewage.  I  hare  addressed  several  letters 
to  the  Board  on  the  subject,  and  have 
received  replies  from  them.  If  my  bon. 
Friend  will  move  next  week  I  should  be 
very  happy  to  present  the  Oorreapond- 
enoe to  the  House. 

PAELIAMBNT-PUBLIO  BUSINESS— 
IRISH  BILLS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mb.  FABNELL  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  five 
Bills,  relating  exclusively  to  Ireland, 
have  been  rejected  during  the  present 
Parliament  by  the  House  of  Lords  after 
having  passed  the  House  of  Commons, 
viz.  the  Limitation  of  Costs  Bill,  the  Re- 
gistration of  Voters  Bill,  and  the  Com- 
ensation  for  Disturbance  Bill  in  the 
ession  of  1880  ;  in  the  Session  of  1883 
the  Registration  of  Voters  Bill,  and,  in 
the  present  Session,  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  Elections  Bill ;  that,  during 
the  same  period,  only  one  Bill  relating 
exclusively  to  Great  Britain,  viz.  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Scotland)  Bill, 
was  rejected  by  the  Lords  under  similar 
oiroumstanoeB;  that,  during  the  same 
period,  the  only  Irish  Bills  oi  a  conten- 
tious nature,  other  than  Coercion  Bills, 
which  have  received  the  Boyal  Assent, 
were  the  Land  Act  and  Arrears  Act, 
passed  in  the  Brasions  of  1881  and  1882; 
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and,  whether,  in  view  of  these  facto,  and 
that  five  Irish  Billa  have  been  thus  re- 
jected to  one  Scotch  and  no  English  Bill, 
he  will  introduce  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
Bill  as  a  Government  measure  during  the 
Autumn  Session,  or  send  it  back  to  the 
Lords  by  tacking  it  to  the  Appropriation 
Bill  this  Session. 

Me.  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg  to  supple- 
ment the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member 
by  asking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  during  the  present  Parlia* 
ment  upwards  ot  20  measures  of  reform 
for  Ireland,  introduced  by  Irish  Mem- 
bers, have  been  rejected  by  Government 
majorities  in  the  House  of  Oommons; 
whether  he  has  taken  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  in  the  present  Session  ahme 
two  most  important  measures —one 
amending  the  Land  Law  Act,  and  l^e 
other  amending  the  Labourers'  Dwell- 
ings Act — were  summarily  rejected  on 
second  readings  in  this  House ;  and  that 
a  third  measure — the  Purchase  of  Land 
(Ireland)  Bill — was  withdrawn  by  the 
Government,  merely,  I  believe,  to  pro- 
duce some  political  scenic  effect ;  and, 
whether  there  is  any  possibility  of  the 
Irish  people  beiog  relieved  from  the 
constant  obstruction  to  Irish  domestic 
interests  by  both  Houses  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  assure  the  hon. 
Member,  who  has  put  his  Question  for 
the  purpose  of  what  he  calls  scenie 
effect,  if  he  wishes  to  call  my  attention 
to  any  matter,  I  must  request  that  some 
Notice  shall  be  given  to  enable  me  to 
give  my  Attention  to  the  very  elaborate 
query  such  as  that  he  has  now  framed. 
With  respect  to  the  Question  on  the 
Paper,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  recitals 
of  the  hon.  Member  are  accurately  made ; 
but  I  have  not  had  them  under  con- 
sideration except  in  connection  with  this 
particular  subject.  As  regards  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  Question,  I  regret  ex- 
tremely, in  company  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Cliief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
the  loss  of  the  Bill  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  refers. 
The  Question  divides  itself  into  three 
parts — one  whether  the  Bill  can  be  in- 
troduced as  a  Ghnremment  measure ; 
another,  whether  it  can  be  introduced 
at  the  Autumn  Session  as  a  Government 
measure;  and  a  tjiird,  whether  it  can 
be  tacked  on  to  the  Appropriation  Bill  P 
Now,  taking  these  in  the  reverse  order, 
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it  caimo*  be  tacked  on  to  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill ;  that  is  a  praotioe  contrary  to 
Parliamentary  usage. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  CyOONNOB:  The 
PapBT  Batiee  Bill. 

Hk.  GLADSTONE :  I  cannot  under- 
take it.  Moreover,  if  it  were  open  to 
us  to  tack  anything  to  the  Appropriation 
Bill  I  am  not  sure  that  another  measure 
wonld  not  take  preoedenoe  over  this. 
However,  we  cannot  entertain  that  sub- 
ject at  all.  Neither,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, can  the  (^ovemment  entertain  a 
proposal  for  the  re-introduot^on  of  the 
Bill  during  the  Autumn  Session.  The 
Hoase,  of  course,  will  exercise  its  own  dis- 
oretion  as  to  what  it  shall  entertain  during 
tbe  Session ;  but  if  the  Oovemment 
Tore  to  go  beyond  this  paitioalar  Bill 
—setting  aside  the  case  of  urgent  neces- 
sity— with  reference  to  which  they  have 
adrised  Her  Majesty  to  call  Parliament 
together,  it  is  quite  evident  that  they 
wmild  find  it  very  difficolt  to  stop  the 
addition  of  other  measures.  There  is 
cms,  for  instance,  to  which  the  hxm. 
Member  (Mr,  O'Donnell]  just  referred, 
flie  most  important  practioal  part  of  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
(Kfy  of  Oork  I  conceive  to  be  whether  it 
viU  be  a  GK>V6mment  measure.  I  can- 
not give  a  positive  answer  to  that  at  the 

Kesent  moment.  No  doubt  the  hon. 
ember  heard  the  reply  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  the  other  day  as  to 
the  keen  regret  with  which  he  viewed  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill ;  and  certainly  we 
shall  carefully  consider  whether  it  can 
be  made  a  Government  measure.  A 
Bill  of  this  kind,  as  Parliamentary  Busi- 
ness used  to  be  conducted — a  Bill  which 
was  not  opposed — not  very  seriously  op- 
posed in  this  House  

Mk.  GIBSON:  The  conduct  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  conroelled  opposition. 

Mb.  HEALY:  It  was  not  divided 
against  at  any  stage. 

Mn.  GLADSTONE:  I  believe  it  was 
passed  without  occupying  a  very  great 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  House.  In  for- 
mer times  it  was  practicable  to  send 
Bills  of  this  kind  to  the  HouBe  of 
Lords  within  two  or  three  weeks  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Session ;  but 
they  are  now  occupied  by  the  debate 
on  the  Address.  Supply  has  then  to  be 
taken,  and  the  opportunities  of  dis- 
cussing snoh  a  Bill  as  this  are  in- 
definitely postponed.  All  I  can  say  is 
that  the  GoTernment  will  take  into 
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their  careful  consideration  the  ques- 
tion whether  tiie  Bill  can  be  made  a 
Government  measure ;  and,  if  bo,  it  will 
be  put  forward  in  that  light. 

TOWNS  IMPROVEMENT  (IRELAND) 
ACT— THE  ENNIS  TOWN  COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Mb.  KKNNT  asked  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland,  If  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  has  ceased 
to  be  in  force  in  Ennis  consequent 
upon  the  lapse  of  the  Town  Oommis- 
sioners;  if  a  Resolution  of  the  Ennis 
Beard  of  Guardians,  dated  April  9th, 
was  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  asking  for  instructionB  how  to  act 
under  the  new  duty  thrown  upon  them 
as  Sanitary  Authority,  desiring  to  know 
if  it  was  oompetent  for  them  to  take  over 
the  waterworks  and  to  undertake  the 
lighting  of  the  town,  and  to  levy  the 
neeesHuy  taxation ;  if  the  questions  sent 
wore  aubmitted  to  the  Law  Officers,  and 
when  will  the  answer  of  the  Law 
Officers  be  given ;  if,  under  the  Public 
HealdL  Act,  it  is  provided  (see  Clauses 
80  and  232)  that  the  lighting  and 
cleansing  of  uie  town  may  he  carried  on 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority ;  ux>on  what 
grounds  it  is  stated  that  the  waterworks 
under  existing  circumstances  vest  in  the 
Crown  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  perfectly  legal 
for  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
direct  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  assume 
control  of  them  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  WiXKEn):  Sir,  my 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  has 
ceased  to  apply  to  Ennis,  by  reason  of 
the  Town  Commisuoners  ceasing  by 
their  own  de&ult  to  exist  as  a  Corporate 
Body.  A  case  was  aubmitted  to  the  Law 
Officers,  and  thc^  bare  advised  that  an. 
tiie  Town  Commisnoners  ceasing  to  exist 
the  waterworks  vested  in  the  Grown 
as  bona  vacantia.  I  l^ink  the  lighting 
cannot  be  carried  on  by  the  Guardians 
under  Clauses  80  and  232,  nor  a  rate 
be  levied  by  them  for  the  purpose;  nor 
is  it  oompetent  for  the  Looeu  Government 
Board  to  direct  the  Guardians  to  assume 
(Kmtrol  over  the  lighting  and  existing 
waterworks.  The  case  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  oontem;[^ted  by  the  Public 
Health  Act ;  and  I  have  brought  in  a 
short  Bill  to  meet  this  aadrstmihtf  J>w.e8. 
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POOR  LAW  (TRELANT))  —  COLLECTOR 
OF  POOR  RATES,  RATHKEALE 
UNION,  CO.  LIMERICK. 

Mb.  JOHN  EEDMOND  asked  the 
Chief  Seeretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieutenant 
of  Irdand,  Whethw  hia  attentioa  Kas 
been  cidled  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
Michael  Slattery  as  oolleetor  of  poor 
rates  for  No.  1  District  of  Bathkeale 
Union,  county  Limerick ;  whether,  on 
June  25th,  the  Poor  Law  Board  fixed 
July  9th  as  date  for  holding  the  elec- 
tion ;  whether,  on  July  2nd,  a  meeting 
of  the  said  Board,  largely  composed  of 
0X'O^o  Guardians,  passed  a  resolution 
postponing  said  election  until  23rd  July ; 
whether  resolutions  negativing  former 
decisions  of  the  Board  are  not  illegal, 
according  to  the  Articles  provided  for 
guidanoe  of  Boards  of  Guaraians  by  the 
Oommissioners  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  without  fourteen  days'  notice, 
and,  conaeqaently,  whether  the  adjourn- 
ment of  said  election  was  not  iUegal; 
whether,  on  the  original  date  fixed  for 
the  election,  namely,  July  9th,  a  quorum 
of  Guardians  assembled  and  elected  Mr. 
Michael  Slattery  poor  rate  collector  for 
the  district ;  and,  whether  auoh  election 
was  not  perfectly  legal  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  original 
date  fixed  for  the  election  of  a  collector 
was  the  9th  of  July,  as  stated ;  and  on 
the  2nd  of  July  a  resolution  was  imani- 
mously  adopted  postponing  it  to  the 
23rd,  on  the  ground  that  the  majority 
of  the  Guardians  would  be  unable  to 
attend  on  account  of  the  Assizes  and  the 
Ooleraine  Horse  Fair.  On  the  postponed 
date  32  Guardians  attended,  and  a  col- 
lector was  appointed.  It  is  true  that 
Article  13  of  the  General  Regulations 
as  to  proceedings  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians provides  uiat  no  resolution  pre- 
viously adopted  shall  be  rescinded  with- 
out 14  days'  notice;  but  the  Local 
Government  Board  do  not  consider  that 
that  was  ever  intended  to  apply  to  a 
case  such  as  this,  in  which  a  Board  of 
Guardians,  finding  that  circumstances 
would  make  it  inconvenient  to  hold  an 
election  on  the  day  fixed,  unanimously 
adjourned  it  to  another,  serving  notice 
on  every  member,  end  advertising  ac- 
cordingly. It  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  more  strictly  regular  if  the  Guar- 
dians had  received  the  applications  on 
the  date  originally  fixed,  and  then  post- 
poned the  ewoCion.   With  regturd  to  the 


election  of  Mr.  Slattery,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  was  not  valid,  as  he  was  a  sitting 
Guardian  at  the  time,  and  therefore  in- 
eligible. The  circumstances  of  his  elec- 
tion were  as  follows : — Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  all  the  Guardians  were 
aware  of  the  postponement,  four  of  them 
— of  whom  Mr.  Slattery  was  one— at- 
tended on  the  date  originally  fixed.  He 
handed  in  bis  resignation  of  the  office  of 
Guardian  to  the  other  three,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  him  to  the  position  of 
collector.  The  Guardians  have  no  power 
to  accept  the  resignation  of  one  of  their 
number,  and  Mr.  Slattery  was,  there- 
fore, still  a  Guardian  until  his  resigna- 
tion was  accepted  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  who  did  not  receive  it  until 
eight  days  later. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (METROPOLIS)— THE 
DEATH  RATE  IN  LONDON. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  asked  the  Firat  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  has  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  medical  officer 
of  health  of  St.  George's-in-the-East 
on  the  subject  of  his  late  comparison  of 
the  death  rate  in  the  sub-district  of  St. 
John's  in  that  parish  with  the  death  rate 
of  St.  John's  Paddingtoo,  to  the  effect 
that  in  St.  John's,  St.  George' s-in-the 
East,  314  out  of  the  total  number  of 
480  deaths  registered  there  occurred  in 
the  infirmary  of  the  parish,  which  is 
situated  in  that  sub-ustrict,  and  that 
65  acres  out  of  a  total  area  of  98  acres 
are  occupied  by  the  docks  with  a  popu- 
lation estimated  at  348  persons,  thus 
making  the  density  of  the  population, 
exclusive  of  the  docks,  244  to  an  acre ; 
and,  whether  he  proposes  to  make  fur- 
ther inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  case 
with  a  view  of  oorrecting  the  statement 
made  by  him  if  he  finds  his  previous 
statement  was  based  on  insufficient  in- 
formation ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  received  the  letter  to  which  the 
Question  referred ;  and  he  assumed  that 
the  gentleman  who  wrote  it  woidd  take 
whatever  steps  he  thought  fit  to  give 
publicity  to  it.  The  statement  he  (i^. 
Gladstone)  had  made  was  strictly  aocu* 
rate ;  but  there  wore  circumstances  which 
the  knowledge  of  the  medical  officor 
enabled  him  to  supply  that  modified  the 
inferences  to  be  drawn  from  it. 

EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 
Sjb  STAFFORD  NORTHOOTE:  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Mit 
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he  is  in  a  position  to  make  any  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Conference  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  The  Conference 
mot  to-day,  as  I  rather  think  I  intimated 
would  be  the  case  when  I  was  last 
questioned  on  the  subject.  A  point  of 
considerable  importance  arose  in  tho 
course  of  the  discussion  to-day  on  which 
the  Plenipoteatiaries  found  it  necessary 
to  refer  to  their  Qoremments.  They  all 
of  them  undertook  to  press  for  an  imme- 
diate reply;  and  I  should  hope  that 
most  or  all  of  them  will  obtain  it,  even 
in  the  short  time  in  which  they  hope  to 
obtain  it — that  is  to  say,  by  the  hour  of 
Business  to-morrow.  They  intend  to 
meet  to-morrow,  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  be  in  possession  of  a  reply.  I  can- 
not say  it  is  quite  certain  they  will  be ; 
but  I  feel  perfectly  assured  they  wUl 
use  every  effort  to  press  the  matter 
forward. 

SUPPLY-CIVIL  3BRVI0E  ESTIMATES- 
THE  rOREIGN  OFFICE  VOTE. 

LoKD  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
"When  the  Vote  for  the  Foreign  Office 
would  come  on  ?  It  would  be  very  con- 
venient to  Members  if  some  day  for  it 
were  fixed ;  because  there  were  many 
points  of  detail  which  would  have  to  be 
discussed. 

Me.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said, 
that  he  thought  they  were  Bumciently 
provided  with  Business  for  that  night 
and  to-morrow  lug^t;  but  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  Business  for  Wednes- 
day was  absolutely  settled,  and  it  was  a 
question  whether  the  House  should  not 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the 
first  Zulu  Vote.  To-morrow's  Business 
would  be  the  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
and,  he  believed,  the  Irish  Law 
,  Charges. 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER  —  HOUSE 
OP  COMMONS  —  VENTILATION  OP 
THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  THOROIiD  ROGERS :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  rumour  is  cor- 
rect that  on  a  late  occasion,  when  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  were  exceptionally 
full,  and  should  have  been  supplied  with 
pure  air,  sewage  gas  by  some  agency 
was  pumped  into  both  Houses  by  those 
admirable  authoiitieB  who  manage  the 
Metropolis  ? 


Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I  be- 
lieve a  Committee  has  been  appointed  by 
you,  Sir,  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and 
therefore  I  need  not  make  a  statement 
on  the  subject. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
THE  TREATY  "WITH  ABYSSINIA. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  With 
reference  to  tho  answer  given  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  beg  to  ask,  Whe- 
ther, by  Article  3  of  the  Abyssiniaa 
Treaty,  by  which  the  King  of  Abyssinia 
engages  to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Khedive's  troops  from  the  Soudan, 
he  is  to  allow  tiiose  troops  to  {mss 
through  his  territory,  or  whether  it  con- 
templates the  sending  of  an  army  to  the 
Soudan  P 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMATJRICE  : 
There  is  a  Question  on  this  subject  on 
the  Paper  for  to-morrow,  and  I  shall 
answer  the  hon.  Baronet's  Question 
then. 

NOTICE  OF  RM80LUTION. 

PARLIAMENT— THE  L0RD8  AND  THE 
REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BILL. 

Mb.  WILLIS :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  at  the  earliest  opportunity  I  shall 
move  the  following  Resolution  :— 

"Tliat  it  is  necessary  to  declare  tliat  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  rejecUng  the  RepresantatioQ 
of  tiie  People  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
MiDiiters  of  the  Crown  to  dissolve  FarliameDt, 
has  abused  its  authority,  encroached  upon  the 

Srerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  assailed  the  ia- 
ependenca  of  this  House;  and,  in  refunnffits 
assent  to  the  Second  Reading  of  the  said  Bill 
becaose  it  did  not  oontfun  proviuona  for  the  re- 
distribution of  Electoral  Power,  haa  violated  the 
fundamental  right  and  privilege  of  this  House 
to  determine  in  what  order  it  will  redresa  the 
grievances  that  happen  within  the  realm." 

Ma.  NEWDEGATE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
HerM^iesty*sGovemment  wiU  give  any 
facilities  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Notice  which  has  just  been  given  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  No  application 
has  yet  been  made  for  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  given  Notice ;  and  it  is  not  usual  to 
reply  to  an  application  from  another 
Member,  even  from  one  so  much  re- 
spected as  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. T 
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ORDERS  OF  THB  DAT. 


SUPPLY— ABMY  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — eontidertd  in  Committee. 

(In  tlie  Oommittee.) 

(1.)  £31,600,  Miscellaneous  E£feotiTe 
Services. 

Mb.  PULESTON  said,  that  upon  this 
Vote  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
subject  of  the  suspension  of  the  Com- 
puUory  Glauses  of  the  Contagious  Dis- 
eases  Aot.  In  the  course  of  the  Session 
he  had  been  anxious  to  obtain  an  oppor- 
tunity for  saying  something  on  the  aub- 
jeot  under  a  little  more  favourable  oir- 
oumstances  than  he  oould  hare  now,  at 
that  late  period  of  the  Session.  How- 
ever, late  as  tiie  period  of  the  Session 
vas,  he  felt  it  his  duty  not  only  to  his 
oonstitnents,  but  to  the  public  generally, 
to  bring  the  question  forvara.  Last 
year  ike  Resolution  mored  by  his  riffht 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansfeld)  was  passed  by  what  he 
would  call  a  sott  of  snatch  vote  in  the 
House;  and  he  thought  he  might  say, 
without  his  right  hon.  Friend  venturing 
to  contradict  him,  that  the  country  en- 
tertained the  confident  hope  that  after 
the  triumph  obtained  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Goremment  would,  as 
soon  as  possible,  give  effect  to  it  by 
bringing  in  a  Bill  based  on  the  lines  of 
the  Besolution ;  no  one  could  hare 
dreamt  that  the  B^lution  then  passed 
would  have  immediate  effect  given  to  it 
by  the  Government  by  repealing  the 
existing  law.  He  thought  he  had  a 
right  to  say  that  the  course  taken  by  the 
Government  was  altogether  un-FarIia> 
mentary  and  un-Constitutional.  What 
he  had  complained  of,  and  what  he  stiU 
complained  of,  was  not  that  the  Com- 
pulsory Clauses  of  the  Aot  should  have 
been  suspended,  but  that  they  should 
have  been  suspended  before  anything 
was  put  in  their  place.  They  were  pro- 
mised that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced. 
A  Bill  was  laid  upon  the  Table  late  last 
Session ;  but  it  was  ^terwards  practically 
withdrawn  by  the  noble  Marquees  ^the 
Marquess  of  Hartingtou),  who  promised 
another  Bill  with  some  alterations.  That 
Bill  was  also  introduced  and  withdrawn, 
and  a  third  Bill  promised  this  Session. 
Nothing,  however,  had  been  done,  and 
they  were  now  at  tho  close  of  the 
Moondyear  since  the  Oompolsorj  Clauses 


of  the  Aot  were  suspended.  A  Beturn 
had  been  issued  by  the  War  Office,  in 
which  the  figures  strongly  indicated  the 
deplorable  consequences  which  had  re- 
sulted from  the  suspension  of  the  Acts. 
It  must  be  borne  m  mind  tiiat  those 
who  were  in  favour  of  the  Acta  had  not 
raised  an  agitation  upon  the  subject. 
They  had  no  paid  Committee,  no  paid 
agents,  and  no  paid  secretary.  They 
had  neither  spent  hundreds  nor  thou- 
sands of  pounds,  and  therefore  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  literature  which  was 
issued  upon  this  subject  day  after  day, 
and  distributed  broadcast  throughout 
the  country.  Their  only  course  was  to 
bring  the  matter  under  the  attention  of 
the  House ;  and,  although  be  regretted 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee,  no 
other  course  was  open  to  him.  He  had 
received  the  other  day  a  somewhat  im- 
portant letter,  which  he  was  about  to 
quote,  from  the  paid  secretary  of  the 
Association  for  the  repeal  of  these  Acts, 
who,  condescendingly  referring  to  the 
answer  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  a  Ques- 
tion he  (Mr.  Fuleston)  had  put,  wrote  as 
follows: — 

"Apropos  of  the  Horns  Secrotsry's  prepared 
answer  to  yoar  Question  yeaterday,  I  beg  to 
call  your  attention  to  Uia  inclosea.  If,  as  a 
superintendent  (tf  the  police  in  yoor  boroagh 
says—'  It  ia  preposterous  that  the  Home  Secn- 
tary  should  be  hoodwinked  in  such  b  manner 
with  the  cock-and-bull  stories  about  the  much 
worse  state  of  DevoD^ort ;  surely  it  is  not  only 
preposterous,  but  disgraceful,  that  persona 
should  seek  to  hoodwink  yon  in  a  similar 
msnnsr.' " 

Kow,  he  (Mr.  Puleston)  did  not  think 
he  was  very  much  hoodwinked  in  the 
matter.  When  he  first  went  to  Devoil- 
port,  ho  went  without  prejudice.  As 
far  as  he  knew  anything  about  the 
working  of  the  Acts,  hie  prejudice  was 
rather  against  than  in  favour  of  them  ; 
but  having  paid,  as  he  considered  him- 
self bound  to  do,  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  having  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Koyal  Albert  Hospital,  and 
baring  gone  into  the  figures  and  the 
assumed  facts  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld), time  after  time,  he  felt  himself 
unable  to  come  to  any  other  conclusion, 
with  due  regard  to  common  honesty, 
than  that  the  Acts,  objectionable  as  they 
were  to  some  people,  were  necessary. 
The  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Wat  had  told  Hous^^^j^^^f^an 
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one  oooarion,  in  answer  to  himaelf  (Mr. 
PalestoB)  and  other  Members,  that  it  was 
no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  GoTemment 
to  protect  the  morals  of  the  community 
among  whom  these  Acts  were  enforced. 
Ferh»)s  the  noble  MsrqueBS  would  bear 
with  him  when  he  said  that  that  was 
not  altogether  so,  because,  if  an  Impe- 
rial GoTemment  established  barrBcks, 
naval  depots,  and  dockyards  in  particular 
localities,  they  certainly  owed  it  to  the 
oommnnity  at  lai^e  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants of  such  districts  from  the  con- 
sequences of  placing  large  bodies  of 
BoldieiB  and  sailors  there.  He  thought 
tiiat  so  much,  at  all  ereots,  ought  to  be 
readily  conceded  by  the  noble  Marquess. 
In  view  of  the  statement  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Metro* 

Eoh'tan  Bepeal  Association  which  he 
ad  just  read  to  the  Committee,  he  (Mr. 
Fulmton)  had  taken  pains  to  inquire 
speciaUy  into  the  condition  of  the  sub- 
ject at  this  moment  in  order  that  he 
might  not  be  accused  of  quoting  ancient 
history.  He  had,  therefore,  written 
last  week  to  friends  at  Plymouth,  Devon- 
port,  and  Stonehouse,  asking  them  to 
let  him  know  how  the  matter  stood  now. 
He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Mayor 
of  Plymouth — a  gentleman  who  was 
known  to  a  good  many  Members  of  that 
House.  At  one  time  the  Mayor  was 
Chairman  of  the  Liberal  Committee  in 
Plymouth,  and  he  was  a  man  very  much 
respected  in  the  borough.  Well,  the 
HayOT  of  Kymonth  said — 

"  I  waa  at  one  time  atroDgl^  opposed  to  the 
Acts ;  bat,  having  seen  tbe  umfonnly  judicious 
aeUoD  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and  the  great 
imptovemeDt  that  waa  brought  about  in  our 
town,  I  was  compelled  to  admit  the  beneficial 
influence  of  the  Acts.  Since  the  Qovernment 
have  ceasod  to  give  eSect  to  the  Acts,  I  can  only 
say  there  is  a  general  testimony  as  to  the  sadly 
altered  oonditioo  <A  our  streets,  and  also  aa  to 
the  great  increase  in  the  extent  and  virulence 
of  disease.  The  magistrates  are  unanimous  in 
their  deifire  to  see  the  Acts  again  in  o^Mration, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  they  feel  that  the  local 
police  are  not  suitable  agents  to  be  employed 
for  the  pnrpoee.  I  see  much  of  ^e  opposition 
comes  from  Members  who  are  igntnant,  or  who 
represent  constituents  ignorant,  of  the  real 
working  of  the  Acts ;  and  I  believe  if  they  knew 
something  of  the  places  where  the  Acts  have 
been  in  operation,  not  only  reducing  disease, 
but  lessening  prostitution,  and,  in  many  cases, 
leading  to  rSonnatioo,  their  objections  would  be 
withdrawn." 

He  considered  it  right  to  trouble  the 
Gommittee  with  these  matters,  became 
it  was  die  only  way  in  which  ha  oould 
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give  an  authoritative  denial  to  the  leaflets 
that  were  constantly  issued  by  the  Asso- 
ciation of  which  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  was  the 
distinguished  head.  Surely,  when  he 
stated  in  that  House,  on  the  evidence 
of  gentlemen  of  all  political  Parties, 
and  of  the  magistrates,  that  they  were 
unanimous  in  desiring  to  see  the  Acta 
a^ain  in  operation,  he  trusted  that  hon. 
Members  would  accept  that  statement  in 
preference  to  the  one  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  letter  written  to  him  by  die 
Secretary  of  theAsBociation.  Hethought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  ^nd  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  who  sat  near 
him,  and  who  took  an  equal  interest  in 
the  mattoTi  would  feel  inclined  to  repu- 
diate any  such  authority  as  that  which 
he  had  quoted.  The  ex-Mayor  of  "Pij' 
mouth,  also  a  gentleman  very  well  known, 
and  possessing  great  influence  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  said — 

"  The  increase  of  disorder  in  the  streets,  the 
increase  of  javenile  prostitution,  the  increase  of 
disease,  and  the  loss  of  the  opportunitiea  for 
preventive  and  rescue  work,  which  wore  afforded 
and  made  use  of  under  the  operation  of  the  Acta, 
are  now  remarkably  apparent." 

Mr.  Shelly  went  on  to  Bay — 

"  Suspension  has  had  its  natural  effect,  and 
the  streets  are  still  more  disorderly  than  they 
were  when  the  Acts  were  in  operation.  The 
magistrates  are  very  stem,  and  do  everything 
they  can  in  order  to  minimiEe  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  the  Buspeniuon  of  the  Acts." 

He  adds — 

"  We  are  greatly  shocked  and  alarmed  at  the 
large  proportion  of  very  young  girls  now  in  the 
streets.  What  I  may  call  irregular  prostitution 
— by  servant  girls,  dressmakers,  and  even  by 
women  in  a  higher  position  of  lif&^is  on  the  in- 
crease. The  fear  of  registration  under  the  Acts 
was  a  great  deterrent  to  women  of  this  class, 
and  the  police,  actang  under  the  Acts,  were  able 
to  warn  them,  and  to  prevent  many  of  them 
from  going  astray ;  but  this  influence  being 
now  removed,  there  is  no  check  upon  them.  I 
have  had  brought  under  my  notice  specially, 
both  in  this  way  and  as  a  magistrate,  the  great 
mischief  which  is  done  by  the  lar^  liberty 
granted  to  the  botys  on  board  the  tnuning-ehips. 
This  is  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  broaght  to 
the  notice  of  the  Admiralty." 

He  (Mr.  Puleston)  had  received  a  great 
many  other  letters,  with  which  he  would 
not  trouble  the  Committee ;  but  they 
brought  the  question  right  down  to  the 
present  day.  The  letter  he  held  in  his 
hand  was  one  from  a  very  prominent 
member  of  his  constituency,  who  waa 
disposed,  in  the  first  instiuoe,  to  look 
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faToanbly  upon  the  repeal  of  these  Acte, 
and  who  had  dime  erwything  to  study 
the  question  from  a  oonsoientioas  point 
of  Tiew.   He  wrot-e  as  follows : — 

"  NotwithstandiDg  these  -riewa,  with  which 
on  are  ftuniUar,  one  thin^  ii  very  certain,  and 
am  obliged  to  oonfeas  it — namely,  that  the 
disease  is  worse  bow  than  it  has  been  for  some 
time  ;  and  I  may  say  emphatically  that  the  dis- 
ease is  more  prvvalant  in  other  places  than  it 
was  before,  and  the  increased  prevalence  of  the 
disease  is  a  matter  of  general  remark,  but  I 
■peak  of  it  M  knowing  it  in  mj  prof  eaeumal 
praotice." 

The  Town  Olerk  of  Devonport,  al80,  who 
was  not  a  gentleman  who  did  him  (Mr. 
Fuleston)  the  honour  of  sup^rarting  him 
politically,  but  who  oocapied  a  very 
high  position  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  was  not  likely  to  err  in  any 
statement  he  made,  because  he  was  con- 
stantly on  the  spot,  wrote  as  follows : — 

**  There  is  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion 
in  our  town  that  the  virtual  discontinuance  of 
tbe  operation  of  the  Cootagioos  Diseases  Acts, 
as  r^ards  their  oompolsory  powers,  has  brought 
about  a  most  remarkable  sbite  of  things,  only 
too  apparent  in  the  condition  of  our  streets,  ana 
in  the  condition  and  behaviour  of  women  and 
young  girls  of  loose  character.  Here,  as  is  other 
towns,  it  is  found  to  be  practically  impoaaible 
for  the  local  poUoe  to  act  without  the  Compulsory 
Clausee." 

He  {Mr.  Fuleston)  had  taken  the  liberty 
of  reading  the  evidence  of  some  of  the 
leading  gentlemen  in  the  three  towns, 
and  thoroughly  well  known ;  and  he  could 
not  imagine  that  it  was  possible  for  any 
hon.  Member  to  get  up  in  that  House 
and  argue  in  support  of  the  views 
enunciated  in  the  leafllets  issued  and 
statements  made  by  this  Metropoli- 
tan Kepeal  Asaociation,  or  whatever 
its  name  might  be.  An  important  Me- 
morial to  the  Frime  Minister  from  the 
Association  had  been  placed  in  his  hands 
that  afternoon.  It  was  addressed  to  the 
Frime  Minister  by  working  men,  and 
was  represented  to  be  "The  Hemoriid 
of  the  Working  Men's  National  Ijeague 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Oontagioos  Acts." 
Then  were  Benral  statements  contained 
in  it  which  were  altogether  unwarranted. 
One  was  that,  under  the  operation  of  the 
Acts,  women  were  eet  apart  for  immoral 
purposes.  Of  course,  that  was  simply 
untrue ;  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind, 
either  direct  or  indirect;  and  it  was  a 
remarkable  fact  that  serious  men,  or  a 
serioua  Association,  should  allow  them- 
wlves  to  make  use  of  such  language,  for 
which  Uien  was  aot  the  leMt  feundataon 
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whatever.  Among  the  papers  put  in  his 
hands  was  a  teandation  from  a  speech 
by  a  vell-known  Fr«nch  Frofessor,  ia 
which  the  speaker  gloated  om  th» 
action  taken  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
because  fae  believed  that  it  would  help 
them  in  France  to  do  away  with  State- 
regfulated  vice.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Fuleston) 
would  be  just  as  much  opposed  to  State- 
regulated  vice,  if  it  were  introduced  into 
this  country,  as  any  hon.  Member  op|>o- 
site,  and  he  would  loin  cordially  with 
them  in  preventing,  the  adoption  of  any 
such  scheme  of  registration,  or  anything 
else  in  this  country  which  might  connect 
the  operation  of  these  Acts  with  the  sys- 
tem now  in  vogue  in  France.  To  aaserfe 
that  there  was  anything  in  these  Acts  in 
the  nature  of  the  French  systam  waa 
simply  to  mislead  the  public  of  this 
country.  He  knew  that  it  was  a  very 
easy  thing  indeed  to  go  upon  a  platform 
in  ^is  country,  and  plaoe  before  religious 
people  the  enormous  evil  of  State-regu- 
fated  vice ;  but  the  agitation  was  con- 
ducted under  a  false  name  by  paid 
agents.  The  Memorial  he  held  in  his 
hand  professed  to  be  mgned  by  working 
men, ;  but,  on  looking  over  the  signa- 
tures, he  found  that  they  were  those  of 
professors  of  literature,  editors  of  news- 
papers, and  so  on.  Nevertheless,  it  waa 
called  a  Working  Man's  Ajasociation. 
Against  that  Memorial  he  had  another 
which  was  si^ed  by  every  magistrate  ia 
Flymouth,  with  the  exception  of  three, 
and  their  signatures  were  not  appended 
to  it  simply  because  they  happened  to 
be  absent  at  the  time  the  Memorial  was 
drawn  up ;  but  they  were  in  agreement 
with  their  colleagues.  He  saw  several 
hon.  Members  in  the  House,  among 
others  hon.  Oentletnen  representing  Corn- 
wall, who  were  well  acquainted  with 
Plymouth  and  tbe  three  towns,  who 
would  be  able  to  jndge  of  the  weight  to 
be  attached  to  a  Memorial  signed,  as 
this  was,  almost  unanimously  by  the 
magistrates,  and  by  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  clei^  of  all  denominations,  medi- 
cal  practitioners,  and  gentlemen  bdong- 
ing  to  all  shades  of  political  opinion. 
He  was  glad  to  mention  that  fact,  because 
one  of  the  misfortunes  connected  with 
the  question  was  that  the  Resolution  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  was  carried  by 
the  votes  of  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and,  therefore,  tiie 
q^waraaoe  of  a  Faxiy  charasfter  had  beea 
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S'ven  to  the  vote.  If  the  right  hon. 
ember  for  Halifax  and  hia  Friends 
would  only  Tiait  the  three  towns,  or  any 
other  place  where  these  Acts  had  been 
in  operation,  they  would  find  that  there 
was  a  unanimous  opinion  against  their 
Buepension;  and  surely  the  right  hon. 
Gtentieman  would  give  the  inhabitants  of 
tike  three  towns  credit  for  possessing 
ordinaTy  intelligence,  and  for  not  allow- 
ing tiiems^Tes  to  be  unduly  biassed  on 
thie  important  subject.  No  one  desired, 
naturally,  to  have  Acts  like  these  in  ope- 
zmtion.  He  should  like  to  know  who 
OGuld  desire  them.  But  he  remembered 
very  well  his  Predecessor,  Ur,  Delaware 
Levis,  who  represented  Devonport  in 
tike  Parliament  of  1866,  saying,  just 
before  the  last  Election — 

*'  If  you  happen  to  defeat  me  there  is  only 
one  thing  I  want  to  say  to  yon,  and  that  is, 
omridsr  and  study  well  the  opoation  of  the 
CoDtagious  Diseases  Acts  before  you  take  any 
stand  against  them.  When  I  first  came  here  I 
felt  Tery  tnnch  disposed  to  think  that  they  wore 
wrong,  hot  I  hare  given  them  very  careful 
OfuwidemtioD,  and  I  can  only  lay  to  you  that 
ao  far  as  oiuiuoa  may  he  of  any  use  to  yon 
I  hope  yon  will  set  nptm  it." 

He  (Mr.  Fuleeton)  had  gone  into  the 
isabject  as  well  as  be  could,  and  every 
step  he  bad  taken  only  strengthened  his 
ooDviotion  as  to  the  good  the  acts  had 
done.  A  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  sat  upon  the  subject  for  four 
Sessions.  His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Judge  Advocate  Qeneral 
(Kr.  Osborne  Morgan)  was  a  Member 
of  tiiat  Committee.  He  had  reason  to 
tiiink  if  the  lisht  hon.  and  learned  Qea- 
tieman  had  a  bias  either  one  way  or  the 
otiier,  it  was  distinctly  against  the  Acts, 
and  in  favoor  of  the  views  of  the  right 
hoD.  Member  for  Halifkz  (Mr.  Btaos- 
feld).  The  right  hon,  and  learned  Gen- 
tieman,  however,  signed  the  Beport  of 
the  Committee.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  well  known  in 
tiie  House,  and  hon.  Members  on  both 
ndes  had  a  great  personal  regard  for 
him  and  for  his  intelligence,  and  would 
not  fail  to  give  him  credit  for  desiring 
to  act  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge.  Yet 
the  ri^t  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
come  to  the  oonolusion  that  these  Acts 
were  among  the  best  upon  the  Statute 
Book,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. The  whole  of  the  evidence 
went  to  show — after  sifting  it  for  four 
SeasitHis,  and  a  laborious  work  it  was — 
&at  the  Asti  w«e  neoeasaiy;  and  ti» 


Armif  Mstimotei.  676 

Committee,  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority, came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
ought  not  to  have  been  repealed.  But, 
in  the  face  of  all  that  testimony,  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  everybody,  upon  a  Resolution, 
which  might  be  said  to  have  been 
snatched  in  a  Division,  came  down  to 
the  House  and  gave  to  it,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  everybody — friend  and  foe — ^the 
sanction  of  law.  Such  a  thing  had 
never  been  heard  of  before.  If  they 
had  determined  that  a  Bill  should  be 
brought  forward,  and  that  pending  the 
passing  of  it  the  Acta  should  remain  in 
operation,  thor  course  would  have  been 
understood.  What  was  more  remark- 
able than  all  was  that  the  three  Cabinet 
Ministers  who  alone  had  to  do  wiUi  the 
Acts— 4he  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  Home  Seeretaiy,  and  the  noble  Mar- 
quess at  thehead  of  theWarOfflce — were 
personally  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
Acts.  Why  was  that  the  case  ?  It  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  of  all  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  they  were  the  three  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Cabinet  who  alone  had 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  subjeot,  and 
they  were  unanimously  in  favour  of  the 
Acts.  The  other  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  were  in  favour  of  the  Acts  were 
his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Judge  Advocate  General  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty.  Only  recently,  a 
deputation,  headed  bytheEful  of  Mount- 
Edgcumbe — a  deputation  composed  of 
gentlemen  of  the  highest  character  and 
standing  in  their  rei^Motive  districts,  in- 
cluding the  Ma^yors  of  evei^  place  where 
the  Acts  were  in  force,  waited  upon  the 
Government  in  reference  to  these  Acts. 
The  Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  and 
was  perfectly  well  able  to  understand 
the  operation  of  the  Acts.  No  one  could 
accuse  him  of  saying  anything  that  was 
deliberately  untrue,  and  yet  the  state- 
ment issued  by  the  National  Association 
for  the  repeal  of  these  Acts,  with  which 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  was  con- 
nected, deliberately  denied  the  state- 
ment of  the  Earl  of  Mount- Ed  goumbe 
as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  deputation. 
[Mr.  Hopwood:  Hear,  hear!]  His  boo. 
and  learned  Friend  said  "  Hear,  hear!" 
but  he  hod  veiy  little  doubt  tiie  state- 
ments made  by  the  Association  were 
made  by  men  who  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  oranmnnitiet  among'  whieh  va,9 
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Acts  were  in  operation.  Was  it  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  any  hon.  Member, 
or  any  inairidual,  who  had  nerer  paid 
any  attention  to  the  working  of  the 
Acts,  and  who  had  never  lived  in  tbe 
communities  in  which  they  were  in 
operation,  could  be  sufficiently  good 
judges  of  the  offsets  of  Uieir  working 
to  pronounce  that  all  men  were  liars 
who  lived  in  the  districts  affected,  and 
who  were  as  honourable  and  as  respect- 
able as  themselves  ?  He  had  read  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  STANSFELD:  I  have  called  no 
one  a  liar. 

Mb.  PULESTON  eaid,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  imagined  for  a 
moment  that  he  attributed  such  words 
to  him,  he  might  disabuse  his  mind  at 
once.  He  might  add  that  he  was  quite 
satisfied  of  the  sincerity  of  the  convic- 
tions of  his  right  hon.  Friend  as  well  as 
of  those  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood).  The  person  he  referred  to  was 
the  paid  officer  and  Secretary  of  the 
Association  of  which  his  right  hon.  and 
hon.  and  learned  Friends  were  active 
members. 

Hb.  HOFWOOD  :  I  am  not  a  member. 

Mb.  PULESTON  begged  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend's  j^ardon.  He  had  been 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tbe  Association ;  at  any  rate,  he 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  agitation 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Acts.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
was,  he  believed,  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Ma.  STANSFELD :  I  am  not  a  mem- 
ber; but,  nevertheless,  I  endorse  the 
acts  of  the  Association. 

Mb.  PULESTON  said,  this  was  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endorsed — 
that  t£e  Home  Secretary  was  hood- 
winked with  "  cock  and  bull' '  stories  about 
the  moral  state  of  Devonport;  and  it 
was  not  only  preposterous,  but  disgrace- 
ful, that  other  persons  should  seek  to 
hoodwink  him  (Mr.  Puleston)  in  a  simi- 
lar manner.  His  right  hon.  Friend  de- 
liberately endorsed  that  view  after 
the  evidence  lie  (Mr.  Puleston)  had  pro- 
duced in  reference  to  the  feeling  of 
men  of  the  highest  character  and  posi- 
tion in  the  communities  among  which 
the  Acts  were  in  operation.  What  was 
he  obliged  to  say  now,  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  endorsed  this  statement  ? 
;He  was  afraid  that  he  should  be  obliged 
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to  rescind  bis  withdrawal  of  the  ex- 
pressions complained  of.  There  was 
no  other  course  left  open  to  him,  because 
those  who  objected  to  the  compulsory 
suspension  of  the  Acts  had  not  suffered 
themselves  to  be  hoodwinked  at  all.  He 
had  already  referred  to  the  Memorial 
to  the  Admiralty  got  up  by  the  magis- 
trates, medical  practitioners,  and  otheis 
in  the  boroughs  of  Plymouth  and  Devon- 
port,  and  the  township  of  Stonehouse. 
In  that  Memcnial  was  the  following 
statement : — 

*'  We  belieye  that  althonRli,  if  extended,  the 
usefukieas  of  the  Contagious  Diteaaes  Acts 
woald  loon  he  greatly  inoreBoed,  and  tnoreuni- 
Tflreally  recogoiied,  they  havo  been  the  meaaa 

of  removing  a  great  amount  of  physical  Buffer- 
ing, while  they  have  heen  tbe  road  to  reforma- 
tion to  many  fallen  women,  who,  were  it  not 
for  the  existence  of  these  Acta,  would  never 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  s  re- 
spectable course  of  life.^* 

Therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  en- 
dorsed a  statement  which  was  absolutely 
untrue.  He  should  be  very  glad  indeed 
not  to  have  the  opportunity  of  oonneot- 
ing  his  right  hon.  friend  with  these  mat- 
teira ;  but  if  his  right  hon.  Friend  en- 
dOTsed  this  statement,  he  gave  the  lie 
direct— it  was  as  wdl  to  call  things  by 
their  right  names— to  the  opinion  of  the 
magistrates  of  Plymouth  and  Devonport, 
and  a  large  body  of  clergymen  and  mi- 
nisters of  religion  of  every  denomina- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Puleston)  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  he  believed  the  Me- 
morialists were  thoroughly  conscientious 
in  what  they  did.  He  was  sorry  that 
no  one  of  greater  force  and  weight  than 
himself  had  undertaken  to  bring  the 
facts  of  the  case  out,  because  he  was  en- 
tirely convinced  that  the  suspension  of 
the  Acts  had  led  to  a  greatly  increased 
amount  of  suffering  and  immorality;  and 
the  amount  of  seduction  which  had  taken 
place  among  young  girls,  now  that  the 
powers  of  these  Acts  were  gone,  hon. 
Members  had  no  notion  of  whatever.  A 
gentleman  in  Plymouth,  who  had  taken 
great  interest  in  the  question,  had  pub- 
Hshed  a  oorre^ondenoe  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  a  magistrate— Mr.  Lua- 
combe— and  in  answer  to  statements 
made  by  friends  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman he  quoted  a  passage  from  the 
Heport  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Oommons— 

"That  they  would  call  special  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  course  of  IS  years 
not  a  ringle  case  has  been  brought  before  your 
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Committee  in  which  any  women,  allegod  to 
have  been  wrongfolly  brought  under  the  opera- 
tion  of  the  Acta,  have  brought  rtn  acUon  or 
taken  legal  proceedings  agaiaat  the  police  antho- 
rities  in  respect  of  any  act  done  bj  them  under 
tbo  Contagioiu  Diseases  Acts." 

Mr.  Ltiscombe  added — 

"  It  is  only  necessary  to  look  over  the  evi- 
dence giren  by  the  opponents,  to  be  convinced 
that  the  slightest  chuice  given  by  the  police 
would  have  instantly  become  the  rasis  of  pro- 
ceedings hostile  to  particular  legislation." 

The  Doble  Marquess,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  only  the  other  day  the 
Home  Secretary,  had  pointed  out  that 
the  local  police  could  themselres  enforce 
the  Acta.   Mr.  Lusoombe  said — 

"I  am  ready  to  admit  the  possibility  to  some 
extent ;  bat  there  are  services  rendered  by  the 
Crown  police  only,  and  necessarily  so,  from  the 

ruliar  sources  of  information  open  to  them, 
is  not  merely  the  mimmising  of  a  foul 
disease,  but  there  is  a  suppression  of  yonihfal 
depraviW  in  the  rescue  ot  children  from  the 
snares  of  vice  in  its  most  deadly  form,  and  in 
the  assiatance  ever  ready  to  be  given  by  the 
parent  or  guardians  when  the  unexpected  and 
dreaded  absence  of  one  of  the  home  group 
onates  a  suggestion  or  terror  mtelligant  enongh 
to  those  who  are  ftuailiar  with  the  temptations 
too  rife  in  a  large  community." 

That  statement  had  been  made  several 
times  in  answer  to  the  remark  that  other 
agencies  could  effect  the  good  which  had 
been  going  on  under  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police.  The  local 
police  under  the  existing  Acts  did  not 
possess  the  power  neceasaiy  to  carry  out 
the  Acta  as  they  were  carried  out  before 
the  suspension  of  the  compulsory  powers. 
Even  if  they  were  a  central  body,  the 
local  police  were  not  competent  to  deal 
with  we  matter  on  account  of  their  un- 
willingness. The  superintendent  of  the 
police  at  Deronport  was  deservedly  re- 
spected, and  performed  bis  duty  very 
well ;  but,  surely  the  statements  of  the 
principal  people  of  the  town,  and  the 
large  majority  oi  the  most  respeotable 
inhabituits,  ought  to  be  worth  some- 
thing against  the  statement  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  police.  The  sap^ 
intendent  of  police,  howerer,  oiUy  re- 
ferred to  the  order  in  the  streets.  Every- 
body knew  what  the  condition  of  the 
streets  in  the  three  towns  was,  and  what 
the  state  of  morality  was  before  the  Acts 
came  into  operation  ;  -and  the  fact  was, 
that  they  had  grown  greatly  and  un- 
deniably worse  since  the  suspension  of 
the  Acts.  No  doubt,  during  the  time 
the  Acts  had  been  in  operation,  now 
fome  16  or  17  years,  the  state  of  things 


had  improved;  but  they  were  rapidly 
falling  again  into  then?  old  state.  He 
was  sorry  the  noble  Harquosa  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  tor  War  had  endorsed  the 

view  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  localities 
to  look  after  their  own  morals.  What 
bad  the  Societies  for  the  repeal  of  these 
Acts  done  for  these  poor  women  ?  They 
had  spent  their  money  in  agitating  and 
in  printing ;  but  had  they  ever  done  any- 
thing to  help  these  poor  women  by  the 
estaolishment  of  voluntary  lock  hos- 
pitals? If  they  would  visit  the  Boyal 
Albert  Hospital  in  Devonport,  they 
would  find  mat  there  had  been  a  cessa- 
tion of  voluntary  admissions,  except  in 
the  most  severe  cases,  and  the  nature  of 
those  cases  might  be  taken  as  a  type  of 
an  immense  moss  of  disease  not  nnder 
treatment  outside  the  hospital.  Was 
that  whathon.  Members  opposite  wanted 
to  promote?  rCW«o/"Oh!"]  Hon. 
Members  said  "Oh!"  but  be  made 
this  statement  on  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Boyal  Albert  Hos- 
pital, and  if  h<m.  Members  doubted  it, 
let  them  go  there  and  make  inquiries. 
Let  them  appoint  a  Voluntary  Committee 
to  look  into  the  matter,  and  sit  during 
the  KeoesB  in  the  three  towns.  Let 
them  go  into  the  whole  question  care- 
fully, aud  let  them  have  all  the  ministers 
of  every  denomination,  magistrates,  and 
others  before  them  to  examine  them  for 
themselves.  If  they  would  do  that,  they 
would  soon  become  convinced  that  the 
consequences  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
CJompulsory  Glauses  of  the  Act  had  been 
deplorable  in  the  extreme.  He  had  no 
wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Oom- 
mittee.  Although  there  was  a  great  deal 
more  which  he  should  like  to  say  in 
connection  with  the  matter,  he  thought 
he  had  said  enough.  He  hoped  that 
other  faon.  Members  on  botih  udesof  the 
House  would  advocate  a  cause  like  thia 
which  bad  been  so  neglected  by  the 
Qoremment,  and  which,  in  spite  of  all 
their  promises,  they  had  failed  to  legis- 
late upon.  They  had  admitted  that  it 
was  necessary  to  substitute  something 
for  what  they  bad  taken  away ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  admission,  they  bad 
allowed,  and  were  allowing,  these  de- 
plorable oonsequenoes  of  their  want  of 
action  to  go  on  from  month  to  month. 
It  would  be  quite  an  intelligible  polioy 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  if  they 
said  that  nothing  was  needed.  But  to 
I  suspend  the  Acts  without-  providing 
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something  in  their  plaee,  although  they 
admitted  that  Bomeuing  was  ahwlutely 
and  essentially  necessary,  was  a  most 
misguided  policy.  Not  only  was  it  an- 
viae,  but  in  this  case  it  was  the  most 
oruel  and  deplorable  policy  that  could 
possibly  have  been  pursued  by  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Bin  EDWARD  WATEIN  said,  he 
was  anxious  to  say  a  few  words,  not  be- 
cause he  had  not  much  sympathy  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Haliteix  (If  r.  Btansfeld)  in  his  notion  of 
the  cruelty  which  might  be  perpetrated 
under  these  Acts,  but  because  what  had 
been  reported  and  proved  to  him  in  the 
borough  he  represented  (Hythe)  com- 
pelled him  to  bring  the  plain  logic  of 
ucts  to  bear  upon  the  question.  The 
borough  he  represented  contained  the 
Shomoliffe  Camp  at  one  end  of  it,  and 
the  School  of  Musketry  at  the  other,  and 
the  experience  of  the  borough  showed 
that  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  must  be 
looked  upon  as  an  unmixed  evil.  Last 
year  a  deputation  waited  on  the  Home 
Secretary,  consisting  of  the  principal 
autiiorities  of  Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and 
Hythe.  He  had  introduced  the  depu- 
tation to  the  righthon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. What  did  they  say  ?  Sadly 
anough  they  informed  the  right  hon. 
Genumnan  uiatjuTenile  prostitution  was 
largely  on  the  increase;  that  as  regarded 
the  minor  point  of  disorderinthestreets, 
it  was  plainly  and  unmistakably  on  the 
increase;  that  as  regarded  the  increase 
of  disease,  lamentable  as  it  was,  it  was 
undoubted,  and  as  regarded  the  virulence 
of  the  disease  there  could  be  no  possi- 
ble mistake.  They,  therefore,  contended 
that  undoubtedly  a  onrse  had  been  in- 
flicted upon  the  borough  by  the  abolition 
of  the  Acts.  He  could  not  find  out  that 
there  had  been  a  single  complaint  of 
abuse  on  the  part  of  those  who  had 
administered  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
in  Hythe.  There  had  been  no  com- 
plaint against  any  of  those  who  had 
been  chained  wi^  putting  the  Acts 
in  operation ;  and  thwefore  they  found 
themselres  in  this  position — ^that  whereas 
before  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  the7 
had  order,  oomparatiTe  morality,  and  a 
very  large  amount  of  effort  tor  the  re- 
olunation  of  these  unfortunate  women, 
all  that  had  now  been  reversed.  They, 
therefore,  said  to  Parliament — "Whyin- 
fliot  upon  us  this  evil,  when  previously, 
pj  the  operation  of  these  Acts,  we  were 


relieved  from  the  evils  of  which  we  oom- 
plain?"  He  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  the  question  mi^ht  probably  be 
solved  even  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr. 
Stansfeld)  by  a  simple  alteration— 
namely,  by  requiring  that  the  examina- 
tion of  women  ^ouKl  be  conducted  1^ 
women.  He  thought  that  would  do  away 
wiUi  a  great  deal  of  the  antagonism  to 
the  Acts,  and  he  saw  no  reason  wby  it 
should  not  be  done.  It  was  complained 
that  women  only  were  subjected  to  this 
treatment;  but  if  that  was  an  objection, 
why  did  not  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Halifax  bring  in  a  Bill  to  treat  men  in 
the  same  way  ?  He  wanted  to  know  ii 
Parliament  had  any  oonoem  whatever 
in  the  future  of  the  rising  generation ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  they  were  justified  in 
allowing  poison  to  be  spread  wholesale? 
He  contended  that  it  was  the  duly  of 
Parliament  to  prevent  the  sowing  of  the 
seeds  of  degradation  and  of  deam.  He  > 
hoped  the  action  of  the  Government 
would  now  be  changed,  and  Uiat  they 
would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  swayed 
by  different  sets  of  opinion.  Th^  ought 
to  make  up  their  minds  odleotiTely  as 
to  what  waa.best  for  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
if  they  would  act  in  aeoordanoe  witii  the 
vast  body  of  opinion  before  them.  The 
question  was  a  very  serious  one ;  and 
he  asked  again,  why  should  Parliament 
or  the  Government  persist  in  iaflioting 
upon  the  population  evils  which  were  in- 
calculable in  their  consequeacee?  When 
he  had  introduced  the  deputation  to  the 
Home  Secretary,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  he  agreed  with 
them.  On  being  asked  why  he  did  not 
act,  he  said  that  it  was  because  Parlia- 
ment had  of  its  own  acoount  passed  a 
Besolution  for  the  suspension  of  tiie 
Acta.  When  told  that  Parliament  would 
yield  if  the  Government  took  a  dedded 
attitude,  he  then  pleaded  the  Cabinet. 
He  was  satisfied  that  if  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  G«itleman,  on  his  re- 
sponsibility as  a  Cabinet  Minister,  anp* 
ported  1^  the  noble  Marquess  theSeore- 
tary  of  State  for  War  and  the  First 
Ijord  of  the  Admiralty,  wwe  to  advise 
Parliament  to  re-impose  these  powers, 
they  would  not  meet  with  a  refoul. 

Mb.  ACLAND  said,  he  did  not  know 
that  the  question  was  intended  to  be 
raised,  or  he  would  have  fortified  him- 
self with  facts.   He  wooldr  hoT«Tez^ 
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meitioa  one  faot  vhioh  he  Uionglit  he 
had  mentioned  before— namely,  that 
nuDj  of  the  clergy,  and  even  the  Kon- 
oonformist  minutera  in  and  about  the 
neighboarhood  of  the  three  towns,  had 
expreesad  a  most  eameet  hope  tl»t  if 
tite  Goremment  were  not  able  to  reim- 
poee  tiie  Acts  as  they  were  before,  they 
would  do  Bomething  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  had  been  brought  about  by  their 
sospeKuioD.  He  had  been  told  by  one 
of  the  leading  gaiUemen  in  the  three 
towns  that  he  himself  knew  the  Acts  had 
had  the  g^ateat  influence  in  deterring 
young  girls  from  oommencing  an  im- 
moral career.  He  bad  discussed  the 
question  carefully  with  residents  in 
Fl3rmouth,  and  he  must  say  that  he  had 
modified  his  own  opinion  to  a  oertain 
extfflit  once  the  rote  was  taken  which 
led  to  the  suspennon  of  title  Acte,  and  he 
believed  there  was  some  ground  for  the 
aaawer  given  by  the  Government  that  it 
was  a  question  now  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  affeoted  dietriote.  It  was,  no 
donbt,  in  the  power  of  the  locality  to  do 
a  very  great  dis^  to  remedy  theee  evils, 
and  Olasgow  was  instanced  aa  a  place 
in  whieh  a  great  deal  had  already  been 
done.  Qla^;ow,  however,  was  not  in 
the  same  position  as  three  or  four  garri- 
son towns  like  Devonport,  Portsmouth, 
Dover,  and  others,  where  it  was  a  matter 
€&  neoesaity  to  the  Government  that  a 
Jai^  number  of  soldiers  and  sailors 
ahonld  be  collected.  Therefore,  although 
Glasgow  had  been  able  to  succeed,  it  did 
not  at  all  follow  that  Plymouth,  Dover, 
and  other  towns  would  have  the  same 
success.  At  any  rate,  he  thought  that  if 
the  Government  were  not  prepared  to 
retiaee  their  etepe,  it  was  their  duty  in 
some  way  or  other  to  help  the  inbabi- 
tants  of  tiie  places  aflEboted  in  remedying 
the  evils  which  were  now  produced. 
There  were  one  or  two  points  which  he 
wiBho4  particulaily  to  bring  to  the 
mind  of  the  Oommittee ;  and,  first,  he 
would  direct  attmtion  to  the  appeal 
which  had  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Uember  for  Halifax  (Mr.  StanJeld),  the 
hon.  and  learned  Uember  for  Stoob^rt 
(Hr.  Hopwood),  and  their  friends,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Acts.  That  appeal 
had  been  backed  up  by  opinion  wholly 
outude  the  affected  districts.  It  was 
not  supported  inside  those  districts,  and 
yet  the  latter  were  the  only  localities 
whidi  possessed  any  experience  or  know- 
^ed^e  hi  the  matter.  It  might  be  in- 
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cumbent  on  the  affected  districts  to  do 
something  for  themselves;  but,  at  way 
rate,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Gtovem- 
ment  to  assiBt  them.  In  the  oourse  of 
the  agitation  womoted  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  it  had  been  fre- 
quently urged  that  every  town  ought  to 
look  after  its  own  immorality ;  but  he 
would  ask  whether  it  was  not  a  highly 
criminal  act  for  individuals  to  be  con- 
stantly spreading  disease,  knowing  per- 
fectly well  what  the  consequences  of 
their  proceedings  were?  In  some  of  the 
garrison  towns  cases  of  the  most  aggra- 
vated character  had  occurred;  and  he 
contended  that  for  any  individual  know- 
ingly to  spread  disease  was  a  criminal 
act.  He  was  of  opinion,  much  aa  he 
respected  Uie  liberty  of  the  subject,  that 
the  Government  had  a  right  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  disease  by  the  strongest 
X>ossible  measures.  All  he  wished  now 
to  urge  upon  the  Government  was  that 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  they  could 
not  afford  to  neglect  the  inevitable  re- 
sults of  the  accumulating  disease  in  the 
affocted  districts,  not  onfy  on  account  of 
sodid  and  moral  reasons,  but  for  sanitary 
reasons  also.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  that  the 
Government  ought  not  to  lend  its  sanc- 
tion to  the  regulation  of  vice;  but  he 
thought  that  the  ordinary  laws  of  the 
country  ought  to  be  directed  to  a  certain 
extent  to  the  enforcement  of  those  rules 
of  morali^  which  ought  to  guide  tiie 
conduct  of  every  individual.  There  was 
even  more  than  that  in  the  case  now 
under  consideration,  and  they  had  a 
right  to  appeal  to  the  Government  for 
help.  At  any  rate,  the  agitation  which 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  led 
was  not  supported  by  the  districts  to 
which  the  Acts  applied. 

The  Masquess  of  HABTINGTON 
said,  that,  as  far  as  the  discussion  had 
already  proceeded,  hardly  a  word  had  been 
said  upon  the  relation  the  subject  to 
the  Army.  A  great  deal,  however,  had 
been  said  about  the  effect  of  the  Compul- 
sory Clauses  of  these  Acts  upon  the  order 
and  morality  of  the  towns  to  which  the 
Acts  originally  applied ;  and,  although 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr. 
Puleston)  had  said  in  a  general  way 
that  the  statistics  laid  upon  the  Table 
showed  the  enormous  increase  of  disease 
that  had  resulted,  he  had  not  used  any 
figures  to  prove  the  position  he  had  taken 
up.   He  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington) 
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had  had  to  deal  with  this  subject  chiefly, 
of  coarse,  with  regard  to  the  effects  of 
this  legislatioiL  upon  the  health  of  the 
Army,  He  had  rery  litUe  indeed  to  say 
on  the  aal>iectol  the  indirect  beneGte  sap- 
posed  to  follow  from  the  operation  of  the 
Acts.  He  had  been  very  mnoh  oon- 
firmed  in  the  opinion  he  had  previously 
formed  that  the  effects  of  these  Acts  on 
the  health  of  the  Army  were,  owing  to 
the  extremely  partial  character  of  their 
operation,  very  elight,  and  also  ex- 
tremely fluctuating.  That  opinion  was 
borne  out  by  a  Return  which  bad  been 
laid  on  the  Table  since  the  suBpeneton  of 
theCk>mpul8oryOIansesof theActs.  There 
had  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
disease  since  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  ; 
but  he  thought  he  would  be  able  to 
show  that  it  was  not  a  large  increase, 
and  that  it  was  one  which  might  be 
attributable  to  other  canses.  Between 
the  first  week  after  the  Compulsory 
Clauses  had  been  suspended  and  the 
last  week  included  in  the  Betums,  after 
the  suspenuon  had  been  in  operation 
for  rather  more  than  six  months,  the 
difference  in  the  number  of  men  admit- 
ted into  hospital  for  this  disease  was 
very  small,  being  only  0*86  yer  1,000 
—that  was,  in  a  strength  of  1,000  men, 
there  were  about  8-10tfa8  of  a  man  more 
admitted  after  the  suspenBion  had  been  in 
operation  six  months.  The  number  was 
3*78  before  the  suspension,  and  4*64  six 
months  after  the  Act  was  suspended. 
A  similar,  though  smaller,  increase  had 
been  going  on  in  the  14  unprotected  sta- 
tions, in  which  there  had  been  an  in- 
crease of  0*18  ;  there  was,  therefore,  an 
increase  of  0-68  due  to  the  suspension, 
or  a  little  more  than  half  a  man  per 
1,000  per  week.  The  same  Hetum 
idiowea  that,  during  the  same  period,  in 
the  number  of  men  remaining  in  hospital 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  3-24  per 
1,000,  or  two  and  a-fourth  of  a  man. 
While  titere  had,  no  doubt,  been  an 
inorease  nnce  the  Acts  had  been  bub- 

S ended,  there  had  been  fluotuations 
luing  thfflr  oontinnaace  quite  as  great. 
In  the  14  protected  stations,  on  the  12th 
of  May,  1882,  the  ratio  per  1,000  was 
2*73 ;  but  in  the  m<mth  of  September  in 
the  same  year,  while  the  Acts  were  in 
full  operation,  that  rate  had  risen  to 
6*98,  or  to  a  larger  rate  than  even  now 
existed.  It  was,  therefore,  very  difficult 
to  attribute  to  these  Acts  any  remarkable 
^ect  upon  the  health  of  the  Army.  The 


hoD.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr.  PuIm- 
ton),  conscious  of  the  weakness  of  his 
case,  had  not  gone  into  these  figure*, 
but  had  oonfin«i  himself  to  the  oasea 
adduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Porta- 
mouth  (Sir  H.  Drummond  WolCTl.  He 
(the  MarquesB  of  Hartington)  tfaongfat 
it  was  probable  that,  in  oonaeqaenoe  of 
the  suspension  of  these  Acts,  the  severer 
form  of  disease  had  increased  in  a  some- 
what greater  ratio,  though  it  was  not 
shown  to  be  greater  by  any  figures,  and 
neither  himself  nor  the  hon.  Member  was 
justifiedinmakinguseof  problematical  or 
hypothetical  results  if  the  information 
was  not  absolutelybeforethem.  The  hon. 
Member  had  dwelt  almost  entir^y  upon 
the  moral  effects  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Acts ;  but,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber himself  admitted,  he  (the  MarqueM 
of  Hartington)  had  already  reminded 
the  House  that  with  that  the  Wu  De- 
partment had  nothing  to  do.  The  Acta 
were  not  passed  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  morals  of  the  people.  Any 
effect  whidt  the  Aots  might  have  had  in 
tiiat  direction  had  been  parelyinddental, 
and  were  not  within  the  intentiona  of 
those  who  passed  them.  The  Acta  were 
passed  simply  and  solely  in  the  hope  of 
improving  the  health  of  the  Army  and 
Nary,  and  of  increasing  their  efficiency. 
He  did  not  in  the  slightest  degree  under- 
rate the  importance  of  the  moral  con- 
siderations brought  forward  b^  the  hon. 
Member  and  others,  but  the  ob]  eot  of  the 
Acts  was  what  he  had  stated.  If  it  were 
possibleby  any  improvement  or  alteration 
of  the  law,  or  by  granting  increased  pow- 
ers, to  secure  morality,  by  all  means  let 
it  be  done,  and  that  was  the  object  of  the 
Bill  introduced  in  "  another  place  ;  " 
but  that  Bill  had  shared  the  Cate  of  a 
great  manv  other  measures  which  had 
been  abandoned  for  the  present  Session. 
The  moral  aspect  of  the  question  could 
only  be  dealt  with  by  special  legtshhti(ni ; 
and  he  believed  it  was  still  the  firm  in- 
tention of  the  Home  Seoreta^  to  mdea- 
vour  to  pass  a  Bill  umilar  to  thai  which 
had  passed  the  House  of  Lords.  Surely 
anything that  was  done  in  that  direc- 
tion ought  to  be  done  upon  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  (Government,  and  with 
reference  to  the  whole  country.  They 
discussed  the  question  folly  last  year, 
and  all  he  could  do  was  to  repeat  the 
statement  he  had  then  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Government.  He  denied  that  the 
deciaion  on  theBesoliiticHi.of  lastvear  was 
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in  any  sease  a  "  catoh"  vote ;  and  hedid  not 
believe  that  if  the  Houae  were  to  divide 
on  the  question  of  theOompulaory  Clauses 
again  the  result  wotild  be  dififerent.  He 
had  done  all  in  his  power  to  warn  bon. 
Gentlemen  who  were  in  fovour  of  the 
Aets  what  the  consequence  would  be. 
He  had,  therefore,  felt  it  useless  to  pro- 
pose a  Vote  for  the  continuance  of  the 
oompulBory  powers  exermaed  by  the 
OoTemment  under  the  Acts.  He  also 
betiered,  and,  indeed,  he  had  stated 
the  view  of  tbe  GtoTemment,  that  the 
powers  conferred  on  the  QoTemment 
undw  the  Acts  were  permissive,  and  not 
oompnlsory,  and  it  was  entirely  within 
the  discretion  of  Qovemment  whether 
they  would  ask  Parliament  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Acts,  or  allow  them  to 
remain  in  abeyance.  As  he  had  said 
before,  under  the  powers  of  the  Acta  it 
'was  left  to  the  local  districts  and  the 
local  police  to  exercise  the  powers  if 
they  thought  fit.  The  powers  of  the 
Acts  still  remained,  and  the  only  thing 
that  was  in  suspense  was  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  in 
regard  to  which  it  would  require  the 
action  of  the  GoTemment  and  the  ap- 
proval of  the  House  in  order  to  provide 
uie  necessary  funds.  He  believed  that 
the  approval  of  the  House  would  not  be 

S'ven ;  and,  thwefbre,  the  Government 
id  lost  no  time  in  acting  upon  that 
belief,  and  in  withdrawing,  to  a  great 
"extent,  the  Metropolitan  Police.  The 
effect  of  the  suspension  of  these  Acts 
upon  the  health  of  the  Army,  as  he  bad 
showu,  had  not  been  cousiderable,  al- 
though  that  there  had  been  a  certain  effect 
he  did  not  deny.  "What  was  done  last 
year  was  done  with  the  fuU  knowledge 
of  Parliament — that  the  deeiaion  would, 
to  a  certain  extent,  lead  to  evils  of  this 
Innd.  Nevertheless,  the  House  voted 
deliberately  in  favour  of  the  Resolution 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansfeld),  and  he  believed  if  the 
question  were  put  now  a  majority  of  the 
House  would  oe  still  of  that  opinion, 
and  would  remain  of  opinion,  that  even 
an  improvement  of  the  hMilth  of  the 
Army  was  not  to  be  accomplished  at  the 
cost  of  enforcing  these  unpopular  Acts. 
He  had  not  concealed,  and  he  had  not 
altered  his  opinion,  that  these  Acta  had 
been  beneBoial,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  the  moral  objections  which  were 
•taken  to  them  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
and  thoM  irbo  acted  with  him  had  no 


solid  foundation.  What  he  had  said, 
and  what  he  repeated  was,  that  so 
long  as  the  operation  of  these  Acts  was 
partial,  and  was  limited  to  a  few  dis- 
tricts, the  effect  must  be  small.  It  was 
in  vain  to  suppose  that  by  the  limited 
operation  of  Acts  such  as  these  any  con- 
siderable effect  could  be  produced  upon 
tho  health  of  the  Army ;  and,  looking  at 
l^e  question  from  that  point  of  view,  he 
must  admit  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  those  who  entertained  very  strong 
moral  objections  to  the  operation  <n 
these  laws  should  contend  mat  the  re- 
sults which  had  been  obtained,  or  could 
be  obtained,  were  not  sufficient  to  justify 
the  continuance  of  Acts  which  were  op- 
posed to  the  moral  sense  of  a  great 
number  of  people  in  the  country.  The 
only  other  object  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  was  the  promise  which  had 
been  given  with  regard  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  measure  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  his  firm  intention  to  intro- 
duce that  Bill  as  soon  as  the  state  of 
Business  in  the  House  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so ;  but  that  oppor< 
tuaity  had  never  yet  arisen,  and,  from 
circumstances  which  took  place  a  few 
weeks  fU|;o,  it  appeared  quite  impossible 
to  introduce  the  Bill,  or  to  hope  for  its 
second  reading  tiiis  Session.  Until,  how- 
ever, that  Bill  had  been  introduoed,  and 
the  House  had  been  able  to  discnas  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  he  contended  that 
the  results  obtained  under  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  Compulsory  Glauses 
which  had  been  suspended  were  not 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  rescinding  of 
the  decision  of  last  year. 

8iE  JOHN  HAY  said,  he  had  heard 
with  great  regret  the  intimation  con- 
veyed by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
that  he  had  not  been  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  reviving  the  Compulsory 
Clauses  of  these  Acts.  He  had  alwajs 
himself  supported  the  Acts,  both  on  the 
ground  of  reforming  the  persons  who 
were  unfortunately  brought  imder  them, 
as  well  as  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  and  the  public  generally.  He  luid 
risen  now  because  the  noble  Marquess, 
in  quoting  the  Betums,  had  alluded  to 
the  Mavy  as  well  as  the  Army,  and  had 
included  tiie  Navy  as  well  as  the  Marines. 
He  was,  therefore,  anxious  to  say  a 
word  on  the  subject  He  thought  the 
noble  Marquess  was  wrong  in  saying 
that,  owing  to  the  greats  increase  of 
disease  in  the  Naj9;|tijy^«;titMi®gl@en 
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a  smrious  deprivation  of  tiie  serrices  of 
a  large  number  of  men.  Now,  the  Be- 
turns  he  had  oonaulted  put  the  questioir 
in  such  a  light  that  he  would  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether,  in 
oonsequenoe  of  the  Navy  being  deprived 
of  the  services  of  12,000  men  since  the 
suspension  of  the  Aoto,  it  might  not  be 
neoessarj  to  increase  the  Naval  Foroe,  in 
order  to  render  it  efficient  P  At  Page  10 
of  the  Beturns,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  would  see  that  the  foroe  being 
the  same  at  Portsmoath— namely,  7,000 
men  during  the  year — whereas  there 
had  only  been  800  in  Haalar  Hospital 
previous  to  the  su^Mnaion  of  the  Acts, 
there  were  now  1,111  men  in  Haslar 
Hospital.  If  they  took  Hymouth  Eos- 
pitai,  they  would  find  that  the  average 
number,  which  was  about  500,  although 
it  oooaaionaUy  went  down  to  360,  had 
now  gone  up  to  nearly  900.  The  same 
thing  had  occurred  at  Plymouth,  where 
the  number  of  men  in  the  hospital  had 
been  increased  by  133  per  cent. 

Thk  judge  advocate  GENE- 
HAL  (Mr.  OsBOBVB  Uonaiv):  Per 
1,000,  not_per  100. 

Sia  JOHN  HAY  said,  the  number 
had  risen  to  230,  or  133  per  1,000.  The 
figures  showed  that  there  were  nearly 
3,000  men  ia  hospital  suffering  from 
oontagiouB  disease  in  the  coarse  of  last 
^ear,  as  against  1,000  in  the  last  year 
in  which  the  Acts  wore  in  force.  In 
other  stations  thwe  had  been  almost  a 
similar  increase ;  and  this  terrible  con- 
trast was  also  to  be  drawn,  that  whereas 
nearly  2,500  women  were  admitted  into 
certified  hospitals  and  discharged  cured, 
with  many  of  them  reclaimed,  during 
last  year  only  720  were  admitted  during 
the  period  of  the  suspension  of  the 
Compulsoi7  Acts.  This  Return  was,  to 
his  mind,  more  convincing  than  any- 
thing which  could  have  oeen  placed 
upon  the  Table  in  showing  tiie  advan- 
tage of  the  Compulsory  Omuaes  of  the 
Acts.  He  had  always  supported  the 
Acts  on  moral  grounds,  and  in  regard 
to  thmr  advantage  in  preserving  the 
health  and  strength  of  Her  Majesty's 
Forces.  He  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  ta^e  his  view,  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  experiment  they  had 
themsetves  made  to  re-enact  the  Acta, 
having  already  asoertuaed  the  evils 
which  resulted  ftom  suspending  them. 
He  thanked  the  Government  for  having 
given  this  infumatacm  to  the  public, 

Sir       Ett^  . 


and  he  thought  it  would  completely 
justify  them  in  reviving  the  Compulsory 
Clauses,  which  had  done  so  much  for  all 
persons  concerned.  He  was  ^ad  the 
question  had  been  raised  now,  as  it 
would  prevent  any  reference  being  made 
to  it  when  they  came  to  the  Kavu  Vote. 
He  would,  however,  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether  the  Board  A 
Admiralty  intended  to  add  to  the  Naval 
Forces  of  the  Crown,  in  order  to  make 
np  for  the  increasing  number  admitted 
into  the  hospitals  owing  to  the  ravi^^ 
of  disease? 

Db.  F AltQUHABSON  remarked  that, 
although  he  deplored  the  result,  yet  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  actios 
which  the  Govenimeht  had  tak«i  ia  the 
matter  had  beoi  forced  upon  them  by 
the  decision  of  the  House,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  they  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  yield  in  the  way  they  had 
done.  They  were  now  placed  in  the 
curious  positioa  of  having  practically 
suspended  the  operation  of  the  Acts 
without  substituting  anything  few  them. 
It  was  promised,  in  the  first  instance^ 
that  a  Bill  would  be  introduced  to  put 
everything  right ;  but  there  was  not  the 
slightest  chance  of  any  measure  being 
introduced  during  the  present  Sessirai, 
and  they  might  have  to  wait  for  several 
Sessions  before  any  fresh  legislation 
took  place.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonptwt  (Ur. 
Fuleeton]  that  the  saspmiaion  of  uwee 
Acts  had  been  disastrous  to  the  ob- 
serraace  of  order  and  decentry  in  ttie 
streets.  Juvenile  prostitution  was  ra- 
pidly OQ  the  increase,  and  a  large  and 
tofiuential  deputation  had  waited  on  the 
Government  the  other  day,  and  gave 
some  deplorable  facts  as  the  result  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Acts.  They  were 
told  that  the  condition  of  women  in 
many  of  these  towns  was  most  pitiable ; 
that  they  were  living  in  a  state  of  misery 
and  wretchedness  rapidly  approaching 
the  condition  they  were  in  before  the  Aots 
were  originally  passed.  All  this  misery, 
vice^  and  immorality  was  being  brought 
about  because  the  Acta  were  not  in 
foroe.  They  were  told  that  the  Acts 
were  not  introduced  in  the  interests  of 
law  and  order,  although,  no  doubt,  law 
and  order  had  ben^ted  very  much  from 
their  operation.  They  were  told,  also, 
that  they  were  not  brought  forwud  for 
:  the  boaefit  of  the  women  who  were 
prindpally  affected  by  them,  although 
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they  had  undoubtedly  reoeived  many 
benefits  under  them.  Not  only  had  they 
l>een  early  brought  under  the  influence 
of  medical  treatment,  but  large  (^por- 
tunities  had  been  a£forded  them  of 
escaping  from  their  evil  eourses  and 
becoming  onee  more  respectable  and 
reputable  members  of  society.  He 
maintaiaed  that  the  withdrawal  of 
oompulaory  examinations  was  fatal  to 
the  effideiuy  of  Uie  Acts.  He  bore 
teatimoayto  the  admirable  and  skilful 
xuumer  in  which  1^6  UetTop<ditan  Police 
and  the  doctors  engaged  in  the  admi- 
niatratim  of  the  i^ts  had  carried  out 
their  dutiee,  and  the  aid  which  the  j;><^ice 
bad  rendered  in  rescuing  many  girls  in 
the  streets  who  were  trembling  on  the 
verge  of  vice.  He  stated  that  bis  firm 
and  unalterable  opinion  was  that  in  the 
absence  of  compulsory  examination,  the 
administration  of  these  Acts  must  always 
prove  a  failure,  and  be  regretted  that 
this  prorision  had  been  withdrawn. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
wished  at  once  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Wigtown  Burghs  (Sir 
John  Hay),  although  the  question  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had 
nused  did  not  properly  come  under  the 
Vote  they  were  now  dealing  with.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gratleman  that  the  figures  whiob 
Be  had  quoted  showed  a  decided  increase 
of  disease  at  Haslar,  Plymouth,  and 
Devon  port.  Anyime,  however,  who  had 
f<dlowed  the  statistioa  oS  this  aubjeot 
must  be  aware  that  there  were  most 
extraordinary  fluctuations  in  the  niunber 
of  persons  afifected.  He  said  that  by 
way  of  caution,  although,  of  course,  it 
was  to  have  been  expected  that  a  large 
increase  of  disease  ^ould  have  taken 

Slace  after  what  had  occurred  last  year, 
ut  his  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
stated  that  thoee  Betums  showed  that 
more  men  in  the  Nary  were  disabled, 
and  aaked  whether  the  Admiralty  had 
taken  any  steps  to  supply  the  places  of 
those  men.  The  figures  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  (Gentleman  were 
auuissions  to  the  hospital,  and  not 
XUtonu  of  men  absolutely  disabled 
during  the  ^ear.  There  was  nothing 
like  the  dinunution  in  the  stren|;th  ca 
the  Navy  which  had  been  Indicated. 
Instead  of  1,300  men  being  disabled 
from  serviee,  the  exoess  of  loss  to  the 


Navy  throughout  the  year  had  been 
only  110  men.  That,  he  thought,  was 
not  a  matter  sufficiendy  serious  to  war- 
rant the  Admiralty  in  taking  steps  to 
supply  the  gap  with  fre^  men.  There 
was  really  no  cause  for  any  such  action 
being  necessary,  although  Uiere  was  no 
difficulty  whaferer  in  finding  a  soffioient 
supply  of  seamen. 

Sia  FEEDEEIOK  FITZWYGRAM 
said,  that  having  held  a  wnunand  at 
Aldwehoi  for  many  years,  he  could  bear 
testimony  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  these 
Acts,  which  had  be«i  very  great  in  one 
respect  at  least — ^namely,  in  the  large 
decrease  in  the  number  of  |>roftitutes 
since  the  Act  eame  into  operation.  Some 
years  ago  at  Aldershot,  before  the  Oon- 
tagious  Diseases  Acts  were  in  force,  there 
were  known  to  be  about  400  of  these 
women  parading  the  streets ;  after  the 
Acta  came  into  operation,  the  number 
bad  deoreased,  he  believed,  to  slightly 
under  150;  since  the  suspension  of  the 
Compulsory  Clauses,  the  number  had 
increased  to  850  two  months  ago,  and  it 
had  since  probably  increased  stUl  far- 
ther. The  Contagious  Diseases  Acts, 
although  many  hon.  Members  might  not 
be  aware  of  the  fact,  did  not  render  the 
trade  of  prostitution  legal.  The  trade 
was  not  an  offence  at  Common  Law,  and 
the  operation  of  the  Acts  was  to  limit  a 
prerioudy  uisting  Mht.  He  contended 
that  the  beneficiaTefwct  of  the  Acts  waa 
shown  by  the  state  of  their  l^eat  oamp  at 
Aldershot,  where,  as  he  nad  already 
pointed  out,  the  number  of  prostitutes 
had,  while  they  were  in  force,  been  re- 
duced from  400  to  150.  He,  for  one, 
regretted  the  increased  facilities  for  pros- 
titutiou  now  given  by  the  non-enforoe- 
ment  of  the  Compulsory  Clauses. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  was  rather 
surprised  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  should 
have  deB<kibed  the  Acts  as  beneficial  in 
their  operation  at  Aldershot.  He  had 
alluded  to  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  prostitutes.  The  evidence  showed 
that  in  Aldershot  they  would  have  one 
regimmt  side  hy  side  wi&  another^ 
undw  equal  conditions  in  every  way*~ 
the  one  soiously  affected  with  disease, 
the  other  comparatiTelT  firee.  Now,  he 
doubted  whetner  this  law  was  likely  to 
put  the  men  on  a  better  footing  as  re- 
garded charaoter.  Surely  thwe  was  some- 
thing to  be  said  on  that  question.  The 
cJianieter  of  regiments  hu^been  showo 
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to  be  the  cause  of  the  difference  between 
tliem  in  reepectoftbe  amountof  disease. 
One  re^ment  was  absolutely  forget- 
ful of  decency  and  of  the  restraints  of 
good  ohuacter,  when  placed  in  the 
way  of  these  temptations ;  while  another 
with  the  same  temptations  avoided  them. 
Now,  with  all  respect  to  the  gallant 
officers  of  re^ments,  might  they  not  do 
more  for  their  men  ?  If  they  set  the 
necessary  exam^de,  it  might  be  that 
they  would  do  much  for  the  reclamation 
of  their  subordinates.  He  had  once 
asked  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  in  that  House  this  Ques- 
tion— he  wanted  to  know  why  soldiers, 
more  than  any  other  class  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  were  to  be  protected  by 
special  lawsfromtheconeequencesof  their 
acts  ?  And  be  put  the  same  question  now, 
because  he  thought  that  this  was  the 
groundwork  of  the  Acts,  and  it  was  that 
which  touched  the  moral  sense  of  the 
nation.  These  Acts  were  passed  in 
1 866-9,  while  the  people  were  unaware 
of  what  was  being  done.  It  was  said 
that  the  vote  of  the  20th  of  April,  1883, 
which  condemned  them,  was  a  "snap" 
vote ;  but  he  asserted  it  was  the  result  of 
a  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  that  House.  A  certain  number  of 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  who 
were  in  forour  of  the  Aots  stayed  away; 
tiiey  dared  not  vote  for  them,  and  they 
abstained  from  doing  so.  Taking  the 
majority,  then,  it  was  a  very  significant 
fact  that  the  House  was  never  more 
representative  of  the  voice  of  the  nation 
than  it  was  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
when  the  Acts  were  curtailed.  But  the 
conversation  they  were  having  had  shown 
that  a  very  great  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  uie  conscience  of  the  Govern- 
ment Departments  statistically.  It  was 
a  matter  for  wonder  how  that  had  been 
secured.  For  long  years  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr. 
Stansfeld)  had  fought  this  battle,  during 
which  time  he  had  been  met  over  and 
over  again  in  that  House  with  statistics 
of  the  most  convincing  and  overwhelm- 
ing character — if  reliable — from  the  De- 

Eartments  in  favour  of  the  Aots.  There 
ad  also  been  paragraphs  inserted  by 
authority  in  1%9  TV'mm  and  other  news- 
papers desorilnng  the  flood  of  blessings 
which  this  legislation  had  shed  upon  the 
British  Army  and  Navy.  But  they  found 
now,  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  which  he  hiid  had  the  honour  of 

Mr.  Bopicood 


serving,  what  had  been  the  actual  re- 
sult during  the  last  14  or  15  years 
— a  trifling  saving,  if  even  that  could 
be  accredited  to  the  system.  Now  they 
had  it  on  the  high  authority  of  the 
noble  Marquess  that  they  must  not  rely 
on  this  sort  of  figuring,  and  found  upon 
it  these  conclusions,  because  he  had  dis- 
covered for  himself  that  the  Acts  had 
not  done  much  good.  He  and  his  hon. 
Friends  congratulated  themselves  on 
having  one  of  independent  judgment  to 
preside  at  tiie  War  Office.  The  Depart- 
ment of  the  noble  Marquees  had  nven  a 
complete  answer  to  his  right  hon.  Friend 
opposite  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinek).  The 
noble  Marquess  said  that  even  when  the 
Acts  were  in  force|the  admissions,  taking 
occasional  periods  of  time,  had  been  more 
numerous  than  they  were  now ;  and  there- 
fore, he  said,  they  could  not  be  too  cautious 
in  making  use  of  the  statistics.  The  best 
test  they  bad  were  the  Beturos  furnished 
for  the  six  months  which  ensued  on  that 
very  decisive  vote  that  was  given  on  the 
20th  of  April,  1683.  It  appeared  that 
at  the  end  of  that  time  the  admissions 
per  week  had  increased  by  a  fraction 
of  a  man  per  1,000.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess,  he  was  aware,  had  dealt  with 
another  set  of  statistics,  and  had  said 
with  regard  to  the  oontanuanoe  of  the 
men  in  hospital  that  fbr  the  same  period 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  those 
remaining  in  hospital.  He  did  not  want 
to  dwell  too  much  upon  figures;  it  had 
always  been  their  contention  that  they 
should  not  be  too  much  relied  upon — at 
least,  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld) had  always  contended  for  that, 
and  he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  bad  added  bis 
protest ;  but  they  were  not  listened  to. 
But  this  he  would  say,  if  the  disease, 
as  was  alleged,  had  so  much  in- 
creased, the  admissions  into  hospital 
would  have  increased  correspondingly. 
But  it  appeared  there  had  been  little  or 
no  such  increase.  He  had  bad  to  ask 
Questions  also  in  that  House  with  regard 
to  the  statistics  from  the  Admiralty.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  opposite 
(Sir  John  Hay)  had  been  dweUing  on 
the  Betum  reiatinff  to  the  Navy.  And 
what  had  happened  with  regard  to  th^ 
branch  (d  the  Service  ?  Erw  since  these 
Acts  had  been  in  force,  certain  ports 
had  been  subjected  to  them.  Some 
years  ago.  Sir  Harcourt  Johnstone  had 
moved  for  a  Betum  comparing  five  ports 
in  subjection  with  five  portp  not  in. sub 
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jection  to  tbe  Acts.  Would  it  be  be- 
lieved that  in  making  that  Hetura  the 
Admiralty  ranked  4,000  boys  as  men, 
and  with  regard  to  tbe  prevalence  of 
disease,  gare  the  benefit  of  that  classifi- 
cation to  the  subjected  districts?  That 
had  been  over  and  over  again  pointed 
out  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
as  vitiating  the  Annual  Beports ;  but 
it  was  not  until  last  year  that  the  Ad- 
miralty were  brought  to  admit  that  the 
mode  of  comparison  was  misleading. 
Misleading!  He  should  say  it  was 
playing  with  the  House  of  Oommons ; 
be  called  it  making  statistics  to  justify  a 
false  conclusion.  Last  year  the  Ad- 
miralty  promised  to  leave  it  out  of  the 
NavjKeport.  But  they  had  only  left 
out  a  portion  of  it.  Their  attention  had 
been  oalled  to  two  tables  in  which  the 
same  error  existed,  and  when  reproached 
with  it  they  said  it  was  no  error  at 
all ;  they  had  tbe  hardihood  to  say  there 
was  no  error  in  ranking  4,000  boys 
amongst  men ;  but  they  added  that  in 
the  next  Beport,  as  the  operation  of  the 
Act  bad  been  suspended,  the  classifi- 
cation would  not  be  presented  to  the 
House.  He  said  that  the  Beturn  in 
question  was  an  unfair  and'unjustifiable 
statement ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  figures, 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  it  shook  one's 
confidence  in  all  the  official  Betums 
with  regard  to  such  things.  Now  this 
mattN*,  with  regard  to  the  Acta,  was  a 
fancy  of  the  Heads  of  the  Departments 
and  of  some  hon.  Members ;  and  it  was 
also  a  fancy  thing  with  some  in  society. 
It  was,  in  his  opinion,  dangerous  that 
those  who  advocated  the  Acts  should 
be  toiisted  to  prepare  unchecked  the 
statistics  which  they  put  before  tbe 
House.  He  was  not  going  into  the 
whole  of  the  wide  subject  that  had  to 
be  dealt  with.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  in  good  taste,  because  he  was 
exceedingly  glad  to  hear  the  opinion 
which  the  noble  Marquess  had  expressed, 
and  to  perceive  that  he  had  taken  up  an 
Important  position  in  relation  to  the 
subject.  But  he  (Mr,  Hopwood)  was 
anxious  to  refer  to  the  question  of 
morals.  The  idea  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward  Watkin)  was 
that  those  opposed  to  the  Acts  relied  on 
fear  of  disease  to  deter  young  men  from 
a  departare  from  virtue,  but  that,  for  his 
part,  he  advocated  protection  for  them. 
He  would  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  whether 
there  was  any  sucb  thing  as  the  Oode 
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of  Ethics,  which  be  would  apply  to  tbe 
conduct  of  the  nation  ?  His  only  idea 
was  that  boys  should  be  kept  from  dis- 
ease ;  and  that  seemed  to  be  his  notion  of 
morality.  The  idea  of  the  Acts  was  that 
greyheaded  fathers  should  say  to  their 
boys — Never  mind  those  who  teach 
that  morality  is  right  and  self-restraint 
is  necessary ;  we  have  thrown  aside  all 
that  sort  of  nonsense ;  we  have  passed 
an  Act  to  make  vice  safe ;  listen  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Legislature,  and  not  of 
the  divines."  The  public  standard  of 
morality  was  thus  altered.  Some  hon. 
Members  had  said  that  the  Acts  pro- 
duced order  in  the  streets.  They  had 
been  challenged  over  and  over  again 
on  that  point.  There  was  not  a,  word 
in  the  Acts  which  gave  a  policeman 
power  even  to  question  loose  women ; 
and  a  great  deal  that  they  did  under 
the  Acts  was  perfeotiy  illegal,  and 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  put 
an  end  to.  It  was  said  that  they 
produced  order.  In  what  way?  The 
policeman  was  made  the  tutor,  the  con- 
ductor, and  the  gaoler  of  women  dis- 
eased, and  he  was  set  over  them  in 
command.  And  that  was  called  pre- 
serving order!  "Why,  they  had  no 
power  under  these  Acts  to  iutorfere^with 
women  from  the  day  they  were  on  the 
register,  provided  they  came  up  at  the 
prescribed  times  for  examination.  Then 
it  was  said — "  You  know  there  are  a 
number  of  people  who  disagree  with 
you — estimable,  religious  peojue,  and  so 
on."  Of  course,  he  granted  that.  But 
what  was  explanation  ?  He  would 
take  one  or  two  of  the  clergy  thus  citod. 
One  geotleman  was  a  Boman  Oatholio 
priest,  and  two  or  three  instances  of 
olei^y  of  different  denominations  had 
been  citod.  "Why  did  clergymen  like 
the  Acts  ?  Clergymen  were,  as  a  rule, 
ready,  in  what  they  deemed  the  cause 
of  religion,  to  pass  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment arbitrary  and  tyrannical ;  and 
their  idea  was  that  if  frail  women 
could  be  got  within  the  net,  and  placed 
under  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  or 
under  other  influence  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  good,  the  legislation  would 
be  justified ;  and  that  was  what  they 
desired  to  do.  Accordingly,  they  relied 
upon  getting  women  into  hospitals,  and 
upon  being  then  able  to  set  to  work  to 
convert  them.  What  could  be  more 
striking  than  the  hypocrisy  of  asserting, 
on  the  one  band,  that  their  intention 
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vu  to  veolaim,  to  guide  to  holier  in- 
floenoei,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they 
put  women  on  the  register,  submittra 
them  to  inspection,  forced  them  into  a  hoe- 
pital,  and  thuiwent  thronsh  the  mockery 
of  introdnoing  the  cha^ain  to  them? 
They  did  not,  and  naturally  they  could 
not,  expect  their  opponents  to  share 
their  sentiments  in  this  matter.  But 
they  knew  that  the  majority,  of  their 
countrymen  would  not  allow  these  filthy 
Acts  to  be  continued  in  any  shape,  not 
even  by  a  Bill  in  the  Lords,  such  as  had 
been  brought  in  for  the  amendment  of 
the  Criminal  Law.  This  legislation,  he 
was  glad  to  say,  was  doomed.  In  1871 
a  Soyal  Oommissiou  eat  to  inquire  into 
this  matter,  and  they  arrived  at  the 
tame  oonolnsion  that  the  House  had 
arrived  at  by  its  vote.  For  more 
tirnn  12  years  suooessive  Governments 
had  gone  on,  in  the  face  of  their  ad- 
Tisers,  imbuing  the  population  with 
the  filth  of  this  legulation,  and  in 
spite  of  the  strong  efiixTfes  made  against 
it.  Would  they  goon  in  this  way  7  It 
Btrook  him  that  their  masters  would  take 
care  they  did  not,  and  th^  would  not 
need  a  strong  appeal  to  make  them  come 
to  that  conclusion. 

Me.  0AVENDI8H  BENTINCK  said, 
he  did  not  think  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  "War  had 
much  mended  his  case  by  what  he  had 
said  that  night.  He  had  not  offered 
what  could  be  cfdled  a  strong  defence  of 
the  course  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  thought  proper  to  take  in  this 
case.  He  was  obliged  to  join  issue  with 
the  noUe  Marquess  on  one  ^int — 
namely,  that  these  Acts  wwe  originally 

Ced  for  the  benefit  of  the  Army  and 
y  alone.  It  was  quite  true  that  that 
was  the  principal  ground  of  policy  on 
which  the  Acts  were  introduced ;  but  at 
the  time  that  they  were  carried,  there 
were  many  Members,  amongst  whom 
was  himself,  who  supported  the  meastire 
as  being  in  the  intorost  of  unfortunate 
women,  and  who,  touched  with  pity  at 
the  miserable  condition  to  which  those 
unfortunates  were  reduced,  were  deter- 
mined to  do  all  that  might  be  in  their 

Sower  to  rescue  them  from  the  state  of 
egradation  into  which  they  had  fallen. 
That  had  been  his  motive  for  supporting 
the  Acts  when  they  were  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Oommons;  and  it  was 
perfectly  well  known  that  there  were 
many  ouier  Members  whose  motiTes  at 

Mr,  Mt^wo$d 


the  time  were  the  same.   The  noble  Mar- 

aaess  had  referred  to  the  Returns  of 
le  Army  \  but  he  (Mr.  Oavendidi  Ben- 
tinck)  was  bound  to  say  that  thei^  were 
not  satisfaotoiy  Betoms  to  him  in  any 
way.  They  <mly  came  down  to  the  sod 
of  last  year,  when  the  actual  efiieet  of  the 
suspension  of  the  Acts  was  not  plainly 
risible ;  and  he  could  not  agree  with 
the  oonclusions  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  drawn  from  them,  for  eren 
in  the  short  period  referred  to  of  the 
year  18B3,  while  in  the  protected  sta- 
tions the  average  strength  was  39,100, 
there  were  6,960  admissions;  whereas 
in  the  previous  year,  when  thwe  were 
40,900  men,  there  were  5,927  admis- 
sions. There  was,  therefore,  upon  the 
noble  Marquess's  Return,  a  difference 
of  1,000  as  between  the  two  years. 
That  he  regarded  as  a  very  considerable 
amount ;  and  so  far  as  his  own  infcip* 
mataon,  obtained  from  general  officers, 
went,  and  as  the  result  of  his  own  ob- 
servations, he  believed  that  a  great  da- 
fioient^  bad  ooonrred  in  the  eflEisctiTe 
ranks  of  tiie  Army  owing  to  the  sns- 
pension  of  the  Acts ;  and  he  expected 
that  the  next  Betums,  when  brought 
out,  would  show  B  still  further  dimina* 
tion  in  the  general  e£Beiency  of  the 
Forces.  Moreover,  the  noble  Marquess, 
in  this  ouriouely-constructed  Betum, 
had  not  given  the  various  forms  of 
disease  ;  the  more  severe  and  the  lighter 
forms  were  jumbled  together ;  and  they 
were  entitled  to  know  whether  there 
had  been  any  increase  in  the  former. 

Thb  MABQUE88  OP  HABTINGTON : 
The  Betums  of  the  hon.  Member  tat 
Portsmouth  (Sir  H,  Drummond  Wolff) 
are  on  the  Table,  and  if  the  ri^ht  hon. 
and  learned  GenUeman  had  objected  to 
them,  the  form  could  have  been  amended. 

Mk.  cavendish  BENrXNCK: 
Th&t  was  for  the  noble  Marquess  to  do, 
BO  far  as  the  Army  Estimates  were  oon- 
ceraed.  But  he  (Mr.  Oavendish  Ben- 
tittck)  had  Bi^;gested  to  his  hon.  Friend 
the  additina  with  regard  to  admissioM 
of  women  into  hospital,  and  he  should 
also  have  to  refer  to  that  subject  again, 
and  bring  to  bear  upon  it  figures  that 
were  absolutely  r^able.  He  was  bound 
to  say  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  shown  great  vacillation  and 
inconsistency — that  would  not  be  denied 
—in  this  matter,  because  if  the  Acts 
were  bad  th^  ought  to  have  dealt  with 
tbem  a  long  time  ago.    Why  had  &ey 
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b«en  allinred  to  oontiiine  io  fonw  for  17 
years  ?  He  remembered  the  time  at 
whioh.  tikere  were  very  stnmg  local  ob- 
jaetiDDs  io  the  AxAb,  but  one  by  one  they 
htwi  fallen  off ;  and  now  they  were  t<^, 
aad  most  truly,  what  no  one  in  the 
House  would  deny-«-that  in  the  eubj  ected 
distDots  the  Auto  were  moet  popular,  and 
that  there  was  a  strong  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  majority  of  the  poptilations 
there  that  their  provisions  should  be  re- 
vised. Then  he  came  to  the  next  point 
— what  was  now  the  policy  of  Her  Ma- 
ieaty'a  Ooveniment  ?  First  of  all,  they 
bad  intix>d&oed  the  Detention  in  Hos- 
j^tale  Bill,  which  had  been  praotioally 
withdrawn  ;  then,  in  answer  to  a  depu- 
tation the  other  day,  the  right  bon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  ^e  Becr^ary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  said  that  a 
remedy  in  the  shape  of  a  Ofiminal  Law 
Amendment  would  be  forthcoming ; 
bttt  ilie  noble  Marquess  knew  well  tiiat 
that  Bill  nerer  had  the  sUghtest  chance 
of  passing  in  that  House,  for  it  was  ob- 
jected to  not  only  by  those  who  shared 
his  (Mr.  Cavendieh  Bentinok's)  views, 
but  also  by  hon.  Members  below  the 
Chmgway  opposed  to  the  Acts,  and  de- 
nounced b^  publications  whioh  repre- 
sented their  particular  views.  It  was 
the  general  opinion  that  the  Bill  never 
had  the  least  ohanoe  of  suooess — cer- 
tainly not  this  Session ;  and,  from  the 
nature  of  the  Business  whioh  t^e  House 
would  have  before  it  next  Session,  he 
did  not  think  there  was  much  likelihood 
then  of  its  passing,  or  even  being  con< 
sidered.  Therefore,  he  felt  justified  in 
making  charges  of  vacillation  and  inoon- 
ristenoy  against  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  aoeount  of  their  having  sus- 
pended these  useful  Acts,  and  in  having 
proposed  one  measure  whioh  they  had 
not  carried  forward,  and  then  in  having 
put  forward  another  whioh  was  not  likdy 
to  become  law.  The  result  of  this  va 
eillation  and  inconsistency  had  been, 
as  was  generally  the  case  with  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  reference  to  most 
questions,  disaster  ;  at  all  events,  it  had 
proved  disastrous  to  the  unfortunate 
women  whom  he,  for  one,  desired  to  be 
protected  by  the  Acts.  Now,  if  prosti- 
tution were  not  abolished  —  and  he 
did  not  think  the  rip;ht  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld), 
who  represented  the  views  of  the  Repeal 
Associadon  on  the  Committee,  had  ever 
proposed  to  ab<diah  it,  or  make  it  crimi- 


nal fbr  a  woman  to  carry  on  the  trade 
of  a  prostitute — ^how  were  these  women 
to  be  relieved  ?  Th^  could  not  be  got 
into  hospitals  of  thur  own  free  will ;  he 
shonld  be  able  to  show  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  could bedone.  Thecountry  had 
an  excellent  law  on  this  subject ;  it  had 
been  suspended,  and  nothing  substituted 
for  it ;  the  Government  had  found  order 
existing,  and  replaced  it  by  chaos.  He 
had  taken  some  frouble  to  investigate  this 
matter  by  the  light  of  what  had  occurred 
at  the  London  Look  Hospital,  to  whioh 
he  had  been  for  many  years  a  subscriber ; 
he  had  personally  attended  upon  the 
House  Surgeon  and  the  Secretary,  and 
obtained  some  statistics  which  perhaps 
the  noble  Marquess  might  place  upon 
the  Table  as  a  Parliamentary  Betum,  for 
they  were  very  interesting  statistics  with 
r^ard  to  the  condition  of  women  in  the 
hospitaL  Well,  then,  in  the  London 
LoA:  Hospital,  comparing  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  80th  of  June,  1882,  with  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1684, 
the  total  number  admitted  on  the  (Govern- 
ment side  was  464  in  the  former  period ; 
whereas,  in  the  latter,  the  number  had 
fallen  to  207  ;  and  the  number  of  cases 
of  gonorrhea,  whioh  in  1882  was  183, 
had  dropped  to  20.  Constitutional  or 
secondary  syphilis  had  risen  from  33 

Ser  cent  to  55  per  cent,  and  the  average 
oration  of  treatment  hod  extended  from 
23-31  to  52  days. 

Mr.  FULESTON  :  The  avera^  dura- 
tion in  the  Hoyal  Albert  Hospital  has 
risen  from  30  days  to  60  days. 

Mr.  cavendish  BENTINOK  said, 
the  figures  he  had  i^noted  showed  that 
while  there  was  the  enormous  reduction 
from  464  in  1882  to  207  in  1884,  the 
percentage  of  cases  of  constitutional 
syphilis  had  risen  from  83  to  5S.  He 
had  a  letter  from  the  House  Surgeon  of 
the  Look  Hospital,  who,  in  forwarding 
the  Return  to  which  he  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinok)  had  just  referred,  said — 

"  While  the  numher  of  women  relieved  has 
enormously  decreased,  the  disease  under  whioh 
they  suffer  is  of  a  very  as^gzavated  kind." 

He  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck)  would 
now  take  the  noble  Marquees  (the  Mar- 
quess of  HartiDgton)  to  the  Chatham 
Hospital.  Miss  Webb,  writing  from 
Chatham  on  July  4, 1884,  said— 

"  In  answer  to  your  lotter  recdved  to-day,  I 
conrider  we  may  say  we  are,  nnee  the  snqten- 
don  Hie  poUoe^  in  about  the  same  positioB  as 
hsfera  1870;th«wfom,afiirooinpBrisaailunld 
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date  within  a  short  time  of  that  period  and 
now.  The  admisaioaB  tn  this  Hospital,  from 
July  1,  1871,  to  Joly  1,  1872,  were  614.  The 
nambtO'  of  beda  usaally  occupied,  60  to  68 ;  on 
one  oocanon,  73.  Detention  in  hospital,  28'3fi 
days.  Owing  to  the  benefits  conferred  hy  the 
•  C.  D.  Acta '  in  their  entirety  the  numbers  of 
admisffions  decreased,  and  from  July  1,  1881,  to 
July  1,  1882,  they  were  474.  The  number  of 
beda  occupied,  26  to  80.  Detention  in  hospital, 
24*58  days.  On  the  soqwnnon  of  the  police, 
BhomclifTe  Hoeintal  was  closed,  and  the  patients 
of  that  district  are  received  at  this  ifospital. 
With  that  addition,  the  number  of  admissioua 
from  July  1,  1883,  to  July  1,  1884,  have  been 
164.  The  number  of  beds  oooupied,  13  to  26  ; 
on  one  occasion,  30.  Nomber  now  in  hoapitat 
20,  three  of  whom  have  been  under  treatment 
for  more  than  seven  mouths,  and  are  still  too  ill 
to  be  discharged,  and  two  came  in  two  days  ago 
likely  to  want  as  long  treatment ;  few  are  aUe 
to  be  discharged  under  three  or  four  months  in 
the  present  state  of  things." 

That  was  the  result  of  the  suspension  of 
the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts.  In  the 
Ofaatham  Hospital,  also,  the  number  of 
admissions  had  fallen  very  much ;  but 
the  diseases  under  which  the  unfortu- 
nate women  suffered  were  of  a  verj 
aggravated  kind.  Miss  Webb  also  told 
him  that  53  out  of  the  7-5  admissions 
during  the  last  six  months  were  very 
bad  cases  of  secondary  disease,  and  more 
of  Buoh  oases  were  being  admitted.  He 
had  a  further  letter  from  a  gentleman 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  tbe  matter. 
His  correspondent  wrote — 

■*  You  may  be  assured  that  the  reports  yon 
received  yesterday  from  the  House  Surgeon  at 
'the  London  Lock  Hospital,  as  to  the  relatively 
greatw  number  and  the  increased  severity  of 
the  cases  of  secondary  syphilis  are  precisely 
what  you  would  receive  at  all  the  certificated 
Lock  Hospitals.  What  is  worse,  at  Portsmouth 
and  Devonport  especially  there  are  now  a  much 
greater  numbcv  of  very  young  girls  between  17 
and  20  than  there  were  formerly,  many  of  these 
affected  with  the  worse  forms  o'  syphilis,  and 
the  statements  made  by  them  in  hospital  con- 
firm the  belief  that  there  must  be  large  numbers 
of  yoong  girls  on  the  streets  infected  with  the 
most  viralent  type  of  syphiHs.  They  will  not 
seek  adndssion  until  compelled  to  do  so  by  the 
Baverity  of  thrir  sufferings,  and  the  cases  are 
necessarily  much  longer  under  teeatment." 

These  were  the  results  which  were 
always  prophesied  by  the  supporters  of 
the  Acts.  The  witnesses  who  gave  evi- 
dence before  the  Oommittee  stated  over 
and  over  again  that  women  would  not 
go  into  hospital  until  they  were  com- 

fielled,  or  if  thej  did  they  went  in  too 
ate  and  came  out  too  early.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  if  ever  the  female  sex  had 
been  misused,  they  had  been  misused  by 
the  policy  adopted  by  the  right  bon. 

Mr.  Vaeendith  Bentiiui 


Gentleman  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Btansfeld)  and  by  the  bon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  -the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood).  He  (Mr. 
GavencUsh  Bentinck)  bad  always  en- 
deavoured to  befriend  the  women. 
[A  laugh.l  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Stansfeld)  laughed;  but  did  he 
think  it  right  that  these  poor  anfor- 
tunate  women  should  not  be  admitted 
to  hospital ;  did  he  think  it  right  they 
should  be  allowed  to  rot  and  starve  in 
the  streets  ?  Was  the  rirfit  hon.  Gentle- 
man a  subscriber  to  the  Lock  Hospital  ? 
No,  Sir.  Was  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  a  subscriber  to  the  Lock 
Hospital  ?  No.  They  considered  it 
wrong  to  subscribe  to  sucb  a  place ;  but 
it  was  a  great  pity  tbey  did  not  visit  the 
hospitals,  and  see  what  a  great  advan- 
tage they  were  to  the  unfortunate  sex 
whose  cause  they  claimed  to  espouse. 
There  was  a  Society  opposed  to  the 
Acts  called  the  Bescue  Soaety,  the 
Secretary  of  which  was  called  as  a 
witness  before  the  Oommittee.  The 
Sooiefy  had  a  very  limited  operation, 
and  one  of  the  pieces  of  information 
which  the  Seoretsuy  gave  them  was  that 
they  never,  on  any  consideration,  in 
these  later  times  took  in  a  woman  who 
came  from  a  subjected  district.  This 
was  an  instance  of  the  Christian  charity 
on  the  part  of  the  Bescue  Society ;  this 
Society  declined  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  any  abandoned  woman  who  bad 
come  from  where  the  Acts  were  in 
force.  He  had  only  that  momiog  re* 
ceived  a  further  letter  from  Miss  Webb, 
and  it  was  so  interesting  that  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  read  it  to  the  Oommittee. 
Writing  on  July  25,  1684,  Miss  Webb 
said — 

"  I  have  BO  lately  sent  you  statistics  of  the 
number  of  women :  who  have  passed  through 
this  hospital  at  different  periods,  that  I  will 
now  only  add,  what  has  been  brought  to  my 
notice  lately,  b^  ladies  who  devote  their  time  to 
'  rescue  work '  m  these  towns ;  they  tell  me  the 
state  of  the  place  with  regard  to  immorality,  is 
worse  than  they  have  ever  known  it,  and  two 
clergymen  who  I  met  a  few  days  sinoe,  told  me 
they  had  never  known  such  a  sad  state  of 
things  in  all  their  experience,  as  it  has  become 
since  the  suspension  of  the  '  0.  D.  A.'  police. 
I  have  been  asked  to  help  to  trace  girls  gone 
astray,  which  I  could  have  done  easily  when 
the  Acts  were  in  force,  but  am  now  powerless. 
Only  two  days  ago  two  ladies  came  to  mo 
about  a  child,  not  qoite  nine  running  about 
barracks  in  danger  of  harm ;  her  mother  being 
in  here.   Had  the  *  C.  D.  A.'  police  been  on 
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doty,  that  child  and  naaxy  qnitd  aa  yoang 
vonid  have  been  pbuMd  out  of  danger.  I  am 
aware  thia  baa  been  fully  represented  \>y  the 
deputations  in  favour  of  the  '  C.  D.  A.,'  and  I 
am  also  aware  that  one  argument  is  that 
•  reacne  work '  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Acta,  but  only  iaddental.  Granted.  Take  it 
OQ  sanitary  groonde.  There  are  only  20 
women  in  hoqntal,  and  that  from  ught  towns, 
with  a  radius  of  10  miles  round  each,  under 
(we  can  no  longer  say  protieted  by)  the  '  C.  D. 
Acts.'  Though  I  came  here  solely  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  trying  to  reform  the  poor  women  brought 
under  the  '  0.  D.  A.,'  a  time  has  come  when  the 
exi^^des  of  the  case  require  I  should  speak 
plamly,  however  painful  to  myself.  The  argu- 
ment that  women  are  injured  by  these  Acts,  I, 
after  14  years'  experienoe,  pronounce  absurd. 
These  unfortunates  make  a  trade  of  their 
passions.  Should  the  Polioe  be  restored  (which 
18  much  to  be  desired)  I  would  like  a  clause 
added  to  the  Acta— namely,  that  once  a  doctor 
has  pronounced  a  woman  must  be  received  into 
hospital,  the  polioe  should  not  lose  sight  of  her, 
on  the  plea  that  she  '  wants  to  lock  up  hw 
house/  etc.,  etc.  Numbers  have  come  in 
after,  scmt-io  toxica  tod,  and  bonated  to  their 
compaoions  of  the  mischief  they  knew  they  had 
done  in  the  two  or  three  hours  so  gained  of 
hbert^.  Should  tncdi  creatures — I  cannot  call 
Hxem  women— be  allowed  to  go  on  unre- 
strained F  " 

That  was  the  experience  of  ererybody 
Tho  had  had  to  do  with  the  Acts,  and 
certainly  it  vas  his  ezperientte  of  the 
eridenoe  whioh  was  given  before  the 
Oommittee.  He  was  not  a^rare  that 
any  witnesses  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  woxkinff  of  the  hospitals 
had  been  brought  to  contradict  the 
eridence  which  was  given  by  the  per- 
sons practically  acquainted  with  tho 
working  of  the  Acts.  In  fact,  almost 
all  the  witnesses  who  were  produced  by 
the  right  hott.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Stana- 
feld)  were  witnesses  who,  when  pressed, 
said  the  real  fact  was  they  knew  nothing 
about  the  matter.  That  being  so,  what 
answer  had  been  given  to  the  statements 
of  the  supporters  of  the  Acts?  What 
was  to  be  said  on  behalf  of  those  who 
would  deny  to  these  poor  women  the 
great  benefits  they  had  received  from 
the  liook  Hospitals?  It  was  the  old 
argument  of  superstition  which  was 
reuly  at  the  bottom  of  the  opposition  to 
these  Acts — ^namely,  that  these  diseases 
were  Ood-made  punishments.  Such  an 
ax^nmBnt  had  bmn  repeated  to  him  over 
and  over  again  at  the  time  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary El^on.  He  attended  a  meeting 
at  Exeter  Hall  not  long  ago.  He  heard 
the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  S. 
Smith)  make  a  speech ;  but  he  was 
bound  to  Bay  that  a  more  snperstitioas 
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speech  he  never  heard.  It  was  so 
superstitious  that  even  the  audience 
objected  to  it.  It  was  argued  at  the 
meeting  that  it  was  an  offence  against 
religion  and  morality  to  relieve  the 
sufferings  of  these  unfortunate  women. 
Was  that  Christian  charity  ?  If  so,  it  was 
not  charity  he  (Mr.  Caveudish-Bentinck) 
cared  to  practice.  He  was  glad  reference 
had  been  made  to  a  certain  Memorial 
to  the  Prime  Minister  against  the  Acts. 
He  found,  however,  that  most  of  the 
signatures  to  the  Memorial  were  those 
of  members  of  Radical  Clubs,  Trades 
Unions,  and  other  similar  Societies,  who 
for  some  years  had  taken  an  objection 
to  the  Acts;  but  he  could  not  exactly 
understand  why.  One  of  the  paragraphs 
of  the  Memorial  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  tendencies  of  this  legislation  was  to 
force  women  into  the  hands  of  irrespon- 
sible officers.  He  denied  that  a  police- 
man was  an  irresponsible  officer,  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
would  not  say,  as  a  lawyer,  that  a  police 
officer  was  an  irresponsible  person.  A 
policeman  was  responsible  to  his  superior 
and  to  the  authorities.  If  ever  there  had 
been  aoase  of  misconduct  brought  against 
a  policeman— no  case  had  as  yet  been 
brought — he  (Mr.  Cavendish  33entinek) 
had  not  the  lightest  doubt  the  man 
would  have  been  punished.  Another 
paragraph  of  the  Memorial  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  power  given  by  the  Act 
was  abused.  A  more  untrue  statement 
was  never  made,  and  he  was  surprised 
to  see  amongst  the  signatures  to  the 
document  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke  (Mr.  Broadhurst).  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  before  him  all  the  evidence  given 
before  tlie  Oommittee,  and,  therefore,  it 
was  surprising  he  should  have  neglected 
to  examine  that  evidence  before  he 
signed  a  document  which  contained 
statements  bo  deliberately  false  as  the 
one  to  which  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinok) 
had  called  attention.  As  hon.  Members 
knew  perfectly  well,  there  was  no  in- 
stance in  which  virtuous  yovng  women 
had  been  hurried  into  a  lire  of  prostita- 
tion  by  the  action  of  the  police,  as  was 
alleged  iu  the  Memorial.  If  there  had 
been  such  a  case  it  would  have  been, 
brought  befbre  the  Oommittee,  and  its 
merits  would  have  been  adjudicated 
upon  by  the  Committee.  Another  basis 
for  opposition  to  the  Acts  was  that  of 
intolerance  uid  prejndice^^  It  wiu  Vk 
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most  sarpriring  thing  that  so  tew  Scotch 
Members  supported  the  Acta.  He  did 
not  know  what  had  beoome  of  the  right 
hott.  Qentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
fair),  who  used  to  defend  the  Acts  so 
energetically ;  but  he  knew  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  still  a  strong 
a^ocate  of  the  Acts,  and  he  also  re- 
inembered  Uiat,  not  long  since,  a  most 
able  speech  was  made  in  the  House  by 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Ayrdiire  (Major  General  Alex- 
ander)— who  he  r^retted  not  to  see  in 
bis  place— in  answer  to  another  very 
powerful  speech  agiunst  the  repeal  of 
the  Acts.  No  doubt,  considerable  Par- 
liamentary pressure  had  been  put  upon 
Scotch  Members  to  induce  them  not 
to  vote  and  speak  in  support  of  the 
Acts.  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why 
he  had  always  advocated  secret  voting 
in  the  House  on  occasions  of  this  kind. 
Under  such  a  system  they  would  really 

fet  at  the  true  opinions  of  Members, 
ecause  Members  would  not  be  afraid 
of  an  adverse  vote  at  the  next  Election. 
How  was  it,  he  repeated,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  allowed  the  Acts  to  continue  in 
operation  for  1 6  years  without  taking  any 
action  ?  Why,  last  year,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansteld)  proposed  hisBesolution, 
the  GoT»nmeat  did  not  make  up  their 
minds  until  eleventh  hour  as  to 
which  way  they  would  go.  The  Hoi^se 
were  always  led  to  suppose  that,  as  three 
Heads  of  Departments — the  Home  Se- 
cretary, the  noble  Marquess  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  and  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan),  who  represented  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  Committee — were  in  favour 
of  the  Acts,  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  vote  for  them ;  but,  at  the  last 
moment,  the  majority  were  found  going 
theotherway.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  appeared 
to  have  given  the  word  of  command  that 
the  wishes  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
were  to  prevail,  so  the  Government  sup- 
port melted  away  like  wax,  and  a  vote 
adverseto  the  Acts  was  taken.  He  (Mr. 
Oavendish  Bentinok)  oouid  not  congratu- 
late the  Government  on  the  course  th^ 
then  took.  He  thought  it  was  their  duty, 
if  they  meant  to  oppose  the  Acts,  to  have 
used  their  influence,  and  not  to  have  led 
hon.  Members  on  the  Oppoution  ude  of 
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the  House  to  absent  themselves,  ae 
many  did,  in  the  belief  that,  as  this  was 
a  Government  question  taken  on  the 
Motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
there  was  no  need  for  them  to  come  down 
to  vote.  He  could  not  concMve  how  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter could  reconcile  the  position  he  had 
taken  up  upon  this  question ;  because 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  when  the  Acts  were 
passed,  allowed  the  money  to  be  voted 
for  the  purpose  of  carmngout  the  Acts, 
supported  the  Acts  all  along,  and  then 
absented  himself  on  the  oooaaion  of  the 
memorable  Divinon  on  the  Motion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld).  If  hon. 
Members  looked  at  the  Petitions  which 
had  been  presented  against  the  Acts  they 
would  find  that  almost  everyone  of  them 
sprang  from  one  class  of  society ;  they 
came  principally  from  the  Dissenting  or 
Noncooformist  Bodies  of  the  country. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  had  already  said  that  the  Non- 
conformist or  Dissenting  Bodies  of  the 
country  were  the  backbone  of  the  Liberal 
Party.  He  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck) 
thought  it  was  probably  in  the  desire  to 
keep  that  backbone  in  its  right  po«ti<m 
that  the  extraordinary  move  or  vote 
agfunst  the  Cont^ous  Diseases  Aots 
waa  taken  last  year.  He  wished  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  announoed  a  more 
distinct  and  straightfbrward  policy  apcm 
this  question ;  because  then  supporters 
of  the  Acta  would  have  had  a  better  op- 
portunity of  holding  their  own.  Theright 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansfeld)  had  said  that  some  ladies 
demanded  a  repeal  of  the  Acts.  He  (Mr. 
Cavendish  Bentinck)  attended  a  meeting 
at  Exeter  Hall,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  present.  It  was  called  a  re- 
ligious meeting ;  but  with  the  exception 
of  a  ceremony  which  occasionally  took 
place  at  Naples,  he  thought  he  never 
saw  any  performance  whion  ought  more 
properly  to  be  called  rank  superstition. 
There  were  at  that  meeting  a  certain 
number  of  half-crazy  wwoen — some  in 
the  pulpit,  some  on  the  ground,  and  they 
were  preachii^  and  praying  and  sing- 
ing. So  far  as  he  could  see,  there  waa 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  pray  and 
preach  and  sing  any  more  than  he  saw 
any  reason  why  people  should  not  be- 
lieve in  the  liquefaction  of  the  blood  of 
Saint  Jannanns.    Bdief  in  the  latter 
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would  do  no  harm,  whereas  the  preach- 
ing, praying,  and  screaming  which  went 
on  at  Exeter  Hall  did  a  great  deal  of 
harm,  beaanse,  not  only  was  the  health 
of  the  Army  impaired,  but  as  he  had  al- 
ready shown — and  he  was  sorry  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  not  in  his  place  when  he  was 
reading  the  statistics — the  admissions  of 
unfortunate  women  to  the  Lock  Hospitals 
liad  been  reduced  by  somethinglikethree- 
fourtha  ;  while  the  severity  of  the  disease 
&oin  which  they  suffered  had  been  more 
than  doubled.  He  presumed  that  result 
made  no  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  right 
hon.  (Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman cared  not  whether  the  women 
Buffered  or  not,  so  long  as  he  could 
keep  his  Party  together  and  occupy 
a  seat  on  the  Ihreasury  Bench — the  un- 
fortunate creatures  might  rot  in  the 
streets  and  perish  without  any  com- 
miseration on  his  part.  He  (Mr.  Oaven- 
dish  Bentinck)  had  in  his  possession  the 
copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Prime 
Uinister  to  one  of  the  principal  per- 
formers on  the  occasion  referred  to  at 
flxeter  Hall.  The  letter  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

<*  10,  Dovniog  Strert,  Whitehall,  June  20. 

"  Dear  Mrs.  Butler,— I  am  directed  by  the 
Prima  Mioieter  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  Memorial  forwarded  to  him  by  you  praying 
for  the  total  repeal  of  the  Contagious  I>iseasea 
Acts.  We  need  hardly  assure  you  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  sensible  of  its  weight ;  and  thttt, 
having  advisedly  adopted  a  Resolution  on  the 
sabject,  they  intend  to  act  to  the  best  of  ^eir 
abiU^  in  the  spirit  of  it.  I  remain,  dear  Mrs. 
Bntler,  yours  fttitlifuUy,  Herbert }.  (jrladstone." 

Now,  was  that  the  Resolution  which  had 
been  now  advisedly  adopted,  or  was  it 
advisedly  adopted  last  year  when  the 
right  hoD.  Oendeman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  was  absent,  or  had  it  been  adopted 
since?  He  would  liketoknow  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  policy  was  em- 
bodied in  the  Detention  in  Hospitals  Bill 
and  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  ? 
He  would  like  to  know,  al80,whether  the 
Government  meant  to  stick  hard  and  fast 
by  those  two  measures,  and  to  pass 
them,  ii  ever  a  Session  came  round  in 
whic^  they  could  pass  them  ?  It  was 
said  that  thore  were  many  important 
members  of  sociely  who  were  opposed  to 
the  Acts.  He  had  been  told  tlut  certain 
Bishops  were  opposed  to  the  Acts.  One 
Bishop  he  heard  make  a  speech  at  Exeter 
Hall,  but  the  right  rev.  Prehite  knew 
very  little  about  the  subject  indeed ;  he 


appeared  to  have  never  troubled  himself 
at  all  to  understand  the  alphabet  of  the 
subject.  His  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck's) 
impression  was  that  a  number  of  very 
excellent  people  did  not  take  the  least 
pains  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
details  of  the  case,  but  were  too  apt  to 
rely  on  any  wild  statements  they  heard. 
No  less  a  person  than  the  Secretary  to  the 
Post  Office,  Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood, 
presided  at  a  meeting  held  at  Exeter  Hall 
this  year  on  this  subject,  and  he  made 
one  statement  so  astonndiog  and  so  ab- 
solutely incorrect  that  he  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinck)  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Home  Secretary  to  it. 
Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood  said — 

"  As  citizens  of  a  free  country,  we  denounce 
and  oppose  the  Acts,  because  thoy  are  a  gross 
and  violent  outrage  upon  tho  liberty  of  the 
subject,  and  that,  too,  upon  the  liboty  of  the 
weaker  and  most  defenceless  portion  of  tiie 
population,  whom  they  hand  OYtx  to  the  mer- 
oies  of  the  spy  police  and  the  danger  of  im> 
prisonment  without  trial." 

[Mr.  Samuel  Smith  :  Hear,  hear !] 
He  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck)  would  ask 
the  hon.  Member  not  to  cheer  too  soon. 
And  then  Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood 
went  on  to  say  that  the  Acts  must  be 
demoralizing  to  the  agents  who  enforced 
them ;  for  there  were  people  ready  to 
put  money  into  the  hands  of  the  spy 
police  to  send  women  to  hospital.  It 
was  an  official  of  the  Post  Office  who 
made  this  misleading  statement;  and 
when  he  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck) 
called  him  to  account  for  it,  what  did 
the  Committee  think  Tas  his  excuse  ? — 

"  Oh,  I  did  not  refer  to  Qie  police  under  the 
control  of  the  Home  Socretair — not  to  the 
Metropolitan  Police — I  referred  to  something 
that  was  done  many  years  ago  in  Hoog  Eong.^ 

Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood  was  very 
angry  with  him  (Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
tinck) afterwards,  because  he  did  not 
admit  the  excuse,  and  because  he  said 
he  (Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood)  had  no 
right  to  make  such  a  statement  to 
the  superstitious  and  ignorant  people 
who  composed  his  audience  at  Exeter 
Hall.  He  (Mr.  Caveodish  Bentinck) 
did  not  think  it  right  to  call  any  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  ignorant,  and  there- 
fore he  would  not  say  the  hon.  Member 
for  liverpool  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  was  igno- 
rant, but  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
snpeo^itious,  and  that  bis  superstition 
forbade  him  to  examine  the  law.  The 
hon.  ICember  evidently  had  not  ia- 
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strnoted  himself  in  law,  or  else  ha 
would  have  been  aware  that  no  woman 
conld  be  imprisoned  under  the  Acts 
without  trial.  But  ae  to  the  statement 
aboat  Hong  Kong.  If  Mr.  Stevenson 
Blaokwood  meant  Hong  Kong,  why  did 
ha  not  say  so  ?  It  was  all  very  veil  to 
make  a  misleading  statement  to  a  num- 
ber of  ladies  gathered  together  in  Exeter 
Hall,  and  then  withdraw  it  in  a  letter 
which,  probably,  very  few  persons  saw 
—a  letter  printed  in  an  obscure  comer 
of  a  newspaper.  Mr.  Wheeler,  of 
Kochester,  afforded  an  inatance  of  the 
same  sort  of  tfaicg.  He  did  not  wish  to 
call  anyone  bad  names ;  but  Mr.  Wheeler, 
who  had  said  there  were  hundreds  of 
cases  of  forcible  imprisonment  —  who 
had  repeated  the  statement  in  lying 
leaflets — while  he  was  unable  to  show 
even  one  sach  case,  pretended  to  de- 
ecaibe  them.  Wheeler  was  a  con- 
temptible person ;  but  he  thought  it 
waa  highly  improper  for  an  official 
holding  one  of  the  highest  positions 
in  the  Servioe  to  take  the  diedv  at  a 
meeting  this  sort  at  Exeter  Hall, 
and  make  auoh  grossly  misleading  and 
vntnie  statements.  If  persons  of  that 
position  oommitted  themselves  in  such  a 
way,  it  was  not  surprising  that  per- 
eoos  of  an  inferior  class  of  society  should 
allow  themselves  to  be  deluded.  In 
fact,  he  himself  knew  of  two  cases  in 
which  ladies,  having  been  told  that  Mr. 
Blackwood  had  made  these  statements, 
said  they  must  be  true,  for  nothing  he 
said  could  be  untrue.  This  gentleman 
held  a  leading  position  in  some  places 
as  a  preacher,  and,  he  believed,  was 
highly  moral  and  virtuous;  but,  vir- 
tuous and  moral  and  distinguished  as  he 
might  be  as  a  preacher,  he  had  no  right 
to  preside  at  a  meeting  at  Exeter  Hall 
and  give  utterance  to  untrue  statements 
that  could  not  be  supported  in  any  way 
whatever.  He  felt  very  grateful  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr. 
Puleston)  for  having  brought  this  matter 
before  the  Committee,  for  that  was  the 
only  ohanoe  there  had  been  that  Session 
of  discussing  the  subject.  The  disous- 
aioo,  he  was  sure,  had  been  very  whole- 
some and  useful,  for  it  had  shown  that 
no  argument  could  be  advanced  in  favour 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  except 
the  misleading  Betums  produced  by  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  He  had  had  paper  after  paper 
sent  to  him  by  writers  employed  by  the 
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Society  saying  how  misleading  those  Be- 
tums were,  especially  by  their  principal 
statistician.  Therefore,  he  did  not  think 
it  could  be  denied  that  the  Betnme  were 
misleading.  He  had  alwa3rs  supported 
these  Acts,  with  a  view  to  Che  relief  of 
these  unfortunate  women.  They  had 
obtained  relief  while  the  Acts  were  in 
force,  but  since  the  Acts  had  been  sns- 
pended,  the  reverse  had  been  the  case, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  consider  that 
the  action  of  t3ie  Qoverament  had  been 
either  for  the  public  good  or  for  the  ad> 
vantage  of  these  unfortunate  women. 

Mr.  STAN8FELD  :  I  do  not  propose 
to  follow  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Q-entleman  at  any  length  or  in  detail 
through  the  points  of  his  very  discursive 
speech.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  X 
am  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  if  not  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  the  time  of  the 
Committee  to  do  so,  the  Committee  being 
desirous  of  proceeding  with  the  Busioesa 
before  them.  But  there  is  one  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qeotle- 
man  to  which  I  must  refer,  and  that  is  his 
statement  involving  an  attack  on  &e 
truthfhlness  of  Mr.  Stevenson  Blabk' 
wood.  Now,  Mr.  Blaokwood  is  a  gentie* 
man  well  known  to  a  great  many  Mem- 
bers of  this  House — well  known  to  Gen- 
tlemen who  sit  on  these  Benches,  and  to 
Members  who  sit  on  the  opposite 
Benches ;  and  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  there  is  no  man  who  has  ever  met 
Mr.  Blackwood  in  official  relationship, 
or  who  has  ever  met  him  in  public,  or 
private,  or  social  relationship  who  does 
not  entertain  the  very  highest  opinioa 
of  the  character  and  the  truthmlness 
and  accuracy  of  th.e  man.  The  rig4it 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  said  of 
Mr.  Blackwood  that  he  made  a  state- 
ment, as  chairman  of  a  meeting,  which 
was  grossly  misleading  and  untrue.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gnitleman  had 
a  oorrespondenoe  with  Mr.  Blackwood, 
which  I  have  seen,  and  now  I  say  to  the 
Committee  that  it  is  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  is  guilty  of  mis- 
representation, and  that  he  has  mis- 
represented to  this  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  words  and 
actions  of  Mr.  Blackwood  as  explained 
by  that  Gentleman  in  letters  which  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
received. 

Me.  CAVENDISH  BENTINOK:  I 
referred  to  a  statement  made  at  the 
meeting.  t 
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Ua.  STANSFELD :  I  vill  prore  my 
at«tem«nt,  I  think,  to  tiie  satisfaotion  of 
tlw  Uommittee.  The  purport  of  the 
argumrat  and  the  innnnation  of  the 
right  h«L.  and  learned  Qentleman  was 
that  Hr.  Blackwood,  txading  on  the 
Buppoeed  ignorance  of  his  audience,  in- 
duced them  to  believe  that  in  this  conn- 
iry  there  existed  a  system  of  enabling 
spy  police  tolead  people  to  ofifraid  against 
the  law.  I  absolutely  deny  the  acou- 
Twsy  of  the  statement  of  the  right  hoa. 
axtd  learned  Gentleman.  That  meeting 
was  called  to  protest  not  only  against 
the  Contagious  Diseases  AjCts  in  this 
country,  but  against  tiie  system  of  which 
these  Acts  are  the  expression  as  far  as 
this  country  is  concerned;  and  one  of 
the  Bescdutions  passed  by  that  meeting 
referred  not  onjy  to  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Acts,  bat  to  the  syatem  as 
adttiniatefred  in  Hong  Eong.  I  un- 
dertake to  sa^  that  that  vast  meeting 
Imd  erery  reason  to  umlerrtand,  and 
that  the  vast  mtuority  did  aoenrately 
uaderatand,  Mr.  Blackwood  to  refer 
not  to  the  state  of  things  in  this 
country,  but  to  the  xrassibilities  of  such 
piinoiples  and  such  a  system  as  illus- 
trated by  the  Acts  in  force  in  Hong 
Kong.  That  was  the  explanation  given 
by  Mx.  Blackwood  to  the  right  hon.  and 
leaned  Gentleman ;  but  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlenuin  does  n(^  deal 
with  Ji£r.  Blackwood  as  we  deal  with 
each  other  as  Members  of  this  House ; 
and  I  want  to  know  what  right  he  has 
to  not  treat  Mr.  Blackwood  as  his  equal* 
and  as  the  equal  of  any  man  on  the 
Benches  of  this  House.  Those  who 
know  him  know  there  is  no  trum  gen- 
tlemaa  or  more  hDnoorable  mui  in  this 
coiuitry  than  Mr.  BUu^wood,  and  I,  for 
one,  am  prood  of  the  privilege  of  being 
able  to  call  him  my  friend.  The  right 
hoD.  and  learned  G^tleman  sneers  at 
Hr.  Blackwood  as  a  r^igious  man  ; 
but  that  is  one  of  the  attributes  of 
Mr.  Blackwood  most  to  be  respected 
and  venerated.  Whether  a  false  im- 
pression was  produced  on  the  mind 
of  the  meeting  or  not— and  I  do  not 
believe  that  was  so — the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  the  distinct 
deolaration  of  Mr.  Blackwood  that  he 
referred  not  to  Eingland,  but  to  Hong 
Kong ;  and  I  think  it  would  hare  better 
become  hinit  knowing  the  character  of 
Mr.  Blwdcwood,  if  be  had  in  a  frank  and 
manly  manner  accepted  that  explana- 


tion. I  have  another  reason  for  wish- 
ing to  oooupy  the  Committee  for  a  short 
time  to-night,  and  it  is  this :  I,  for  one, 
oaanot  but  fsel  highly  satisfied  with  the 
course  of  this  -  diBcu8si<m.  My  noUe 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
it  is  true,  said  that  he  had  never  agreed 
with  the  arguments  I  have  brought  few- 
ward  from  time  to  time  to  demonstrate, 
as  I  thought,  the  immoral  tendency  of 
the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts;  but  I 
need  not  quarrel  with  my  noble  Friend 
for  that  difference  of  opinfon,  because 
he  absolutely  testified  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  arguments  I  have  been  ad- 
vancing for  so  many  years  with  refer- 
ence to  the  hygienic  basis  of  these 
Acts.  My  noble  Friend  remains  of 
opinion  that  if  these  Acts  could  be  ap- 
mied  universally  they  would  be  ot  great 
ben^t;  but  he  nys  that  as  they  are 
only  applied  to  eertain  exoeptiraial  dis- 
tricts ueir  ^ect  ia  slight  and  floo- 
tuating,  and  henee  not  very  benefieiaL 
If  there  is  no  sufficient  hygienic  argu- 
ment to  advance  in  support  of  these 
Acts,  they  are  lost  beyond  any  possi- 
bility of  support.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Devoiiport  (Mr.  Fuleston)  and  other 
Members  have  referred  to  a  certain  Be- 
turn ;  but  I  wish  to  say  for  myself  that, 
so  far  as  I  am  oonoerned,  I  take  the 
authority  of  the  Government  as  the 
highest  authority  upon  this  question  of 
hygiene ;  and  wheu  we  find  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  the  Beports  of  the 
officials  ooncemed  in  the  administration  of 
these  Acts,  admitting,  as  my  nnble  Friend 
has  frankly  admitted,  and  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
has  also  admitted,  that  their  opwation 
has  not  been  of  snob  h^enio  vune  as  to 
justify  their  retention,  I  am  determined, 
in  future,  to  take  my  stand  upon  that  ad- 
mission on  the  reroonsibility  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I  do  not  led  myself  com- 
pelled to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee by  discussing  statistics  brought 
forward  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
perhaps  privately  obtained,  and  wbioh 
it  would  be  impossible  to  discuss.  But 
there  is  another  point  upon  which  I  must 
say  a  word.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport  seemed  to  think  that  because  I 
ejaculated  across  the  floor  of  the  House 
an  expression  of  difference  of  opinion, 
I  gave  him  or  some  other  hon.  Gentie- 
man  the  lie.  He  accepted  my  explana- 
tion that  I  had  no  sucn  intention ;  but 
I  do  say  this-Hha|J^^al,g^ 
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believe  the  acoaraoy  of  the  views  re- 
presented and  believed  in  hy  himBelf 
and  those  other  hon.  Gentlemen.  My 
hon.  Friend  referred  to  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  Home  Secretary.  He  said 
truly  that  that  deputation  consisted 
largely  of  magistrates,  and  that  tbeir 
Btatements  were  of  a  very  serious  nature. 
They  vere  of  a  veiy  serious  nature,  and 
I  hare  had  a  report  of  that  deputation, 
and  I  find  that  the  etatement  of  the 
Memorial  was  no  less  serious  than  this — 
that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  by  whom  the  Acts  were  carried 
out,  had  conduced  to  most  disastrous 
effect?,  which  were  seen  in  an  increase 
in  prostitution  ;  especially  in  juvenile 
prostitution ;  in  more  reckless  conduct 
of  proatitntes  in  the  streets ;  in  an 
increase  of  disease,  and  in  its  more 
virulent  character.  That  was  the  very 
serious  statement  made  by  the  deputa- 
tion ;  but  tbe  attention  of  the  Earl  of 
Mount-Edgcumbe  was  shortly  afterwards 
drawn  b^  two  of  our  Associations  in- 
terested in  the  'repeal  of  these  Acts  to 
statements  wbit^  ne  was  said  to  have 
made,  and  I  have  a  letter  from  him  in 
reply.  This  letter  was  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion, and  he  wrote  another  to  another 
Assooiation,  which  I  also  have.  He 
says — 

"  I  have  to  scbnowledge  your  letter  of  the 
26Ui  infltant,  referring  to  my  remarks  in  intro- 
ducing the  depntation  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
in  reference  to  the  Contagiooa  Diseaaes  Acts. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  Bay  that  I  was  unexpectedly 
called  ^>on  to  introduce  the  deputatioo,  and 
while  commenting  on  tho  statements  made  in 
the  Memorial,  I  distinctly  stated  that  I  myself 
had  no  personal  knowledge  of  tiie  foots,  which 
others  who  wsre  pnssDt  would  be  able  to  con- 
firm." 

Therefore,  so  far  as  the  Earl  of  Mount- 
Edgcumbe  was  concerned,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that,  as  Bpokesman  of  the  deputa- 
tion, he  relied  on  the  statements  of  the 
deputation,  and  had  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  matter.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  referred  to  the 
fact  that  a  great  many  Members  of  that 
depntation  were  magistrates.  I  have 
something  to  say  upon  that  question. 
If  they  were  magistrates,  they  ought  to 
have  tokown  the  law,  and  as  magistrates, 
it  was  their  duty  to  enforce  the  law ; 
and  the  magistrates  and  mayors  of  Eng- 
land would  surely  have  command  over 
the  local  police.  It  is  absolutely  un- 
deniable that,  if  you  want  to  preserve 


order  in  the  public  streets,  you  must 
have  recourse  to  the  general  law,  and 
not  to  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts, 
because  they  contain  no  powers  for  the 
preservation  of  order ;  and,  therefore, 
when  this  deputation  went  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  uid  entreated  him  to  restore 
these  Acts,  and  maintained  that  the 
suspension  of  the  Acts  had  increased 
disorder,  they  were  oondemtiing  them- 
selves, because  the  law  still  exists  which 
alone  is  neceesary  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  order.  No  law  faas  been 
repealed  or  suspended  by  which  order 
could  be  maintained  at  all ;  and  if  these 
magistrates  have  not  carried  out  the  law 
the  responsibility  and  fault  are  theirs. 
Then  as  to  the  facts.  The  hon.  Member 
cited  the  Mayor  and  ex-Mayor  of  Ply- 
mouth ;  but  I  will  cite  the  Mayor  of 
Devonport  for  last  year.  He  is  a  medi- 
cal man,  and  when  he  had  retired  last 
year,  and  heard  these  statements  by  the 
Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe  and  others, 
he  denied  that  there  had  been  any  in- 
crease of  disorder  in  Devonport  and 
maintained  that  there  had  been  no  auoh 
increase  in  consequenoe  of  the  su^msion 
of  these  Acts.  I  have  been  very  mueh 
accustomed,  during  the  many  yean  in 
which  we  have  been  discussing  this 
subject,  to  find  gentlemen  who  desired 
to  uphold  these  Acts  glad  to  receive 
and  rely  upon  evidence  from  the  police. 
The  police  have  always  been  held  up 
to  me  as  great  authorities;  but  what 
say  the  police  ?  The  chiefs  of  the  police 
of  Plymouth  and  Devonport  contradict 
every  statement  made  by  the  Earl  of 
Mount-Edgcumbe  and  other  members  of 
this  deputation,  and  I  have  their  views 
on  record.  I  have  first  to  quote  an 
extract  from  The  WtsttrH  Lailf  Mtreuryf 
of  June  5,  that  being  the  Beport  of  the 
Chief  Constable  of  Flymoutii  contra- 
dicting the  statement  of  increased  dis- 
order since  the  sospenaioii  of  the  Acts. 
Beferring  to  a  statranent  made  at  the 
Local  Board  of  Guardians'  meeting,  tfaalf 
since  the  repeal  of  the  Oontagioiu  Dis- 
eases Acts,  there  had  been  an  inaease 
of  prostitution,  he  says — 

"  I  am  in  a  position  most  confidently  to  state 
that  such  is  not  the  case.  There  are,  in  fact, 
fewer  brothels  and  fewer  prostitutes  in  the  town 
than  there  were  12  months  a^o.  Neither  has 
juvenile  prostitution  nor  disorder  in  the  streets 
increarod,  as  is  so  often  stated  ;  and  as  rentrda 
the  street  more  particularly  referred  to— Sdoi- 
merlaod  Flaoe — there  are  at  preseat  only  five 
brothels,  and  fewer  prostitutes  than  thete  were 
two  or  thMO  yewsgi^,^  J^^^^J^^jr^^  my 
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oommand  are  ever  i«ady  and  willinff  to  nndei> 
take  such  pTOsecutiona  whentakeniQ  the  interent 
of  order  and  morality,  and  I  fearleasly  assert 
that,  taking;  into  connderation  the  la^  nnm- 
Iwr  of  people  who  frvqnent  oar  streeti  night, 
tb«  Bfeneta  of  Plymonth  an  as  frea  fnon  dia- 
order  as  any  town  of  the  same  Hie  in  Amerioa 
or  in  this  country." 

That  is  the  evidence  of  the  Ohief  Con- 
stable of  Hymonth.  Then  I  have  the 
evidenoe  of  theChief  Constable  of  Deron- 

?ort.  What  he  says  on.  the  Uth  of 
une  IB  due — as  to  the  virulence  of 
the  disease  he  would  say  nothing; 
but— 

"  Aa  to  the  increase  of  javenile  prostitution 
and  disorder  in  the  streets,  I  must  amphatioaUy 
aay  that  that  is  sot  the  case  in  Devonport. 
Some  time  ago  the  Earl  of  ICount-Edgcumbe 
made  a  similar  statement ;  hut  then  it  was  con- 
tradicted. TTnfortunately,  he  had  not  seen  the 
statistics  of  the  town,  and  it  must  be  in  the 
knowledge  of  every  magtstrato  in  Devonport 
that  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  number 
of  loose  women  broaght  before  them." 

The  Ohief  Constable  adds— 

"Here  is  a  wonderful  decrease  of  prosti- 
tntien,  and  as  to  distarbanoes  in  Ut«  stnets,  I 
emphatically  contradict  the  statement  of  the 
Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe." 

That,  at  any  Tate,  shows  that  there  are 
two  sides  to  the  question,  and  that  I  am 
ae  much  entitled  to  rely  upon  these  state- 
ments as  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  to  rely 
on  the  statements  he  has  laid  before  the 
Committee.  Therefore,  I  am  entitled  to 
di£fer  in  toU  from  his  view.  The  only 
other  word  I  would  say  is  thu — would 
like  to  get  my  hon.  Priend,  and  some 
othara  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
ai^e  that  these  Acts  were  very  bene- 
ficaal  in  leduciug  dasease,  and  in  pro- 
motiDg  order  and  decency,  and  so  forth, 
to  turn  hwik  to  the  Bes(dution  of  April 
20,  last  year,  to  BOO  what  it  meant  and 
what  it  haa  effected.  That  Sesoltttion 
simply  expreosed,  in  a  manner  which 
was  uniq[aestionable,  and  which  I  think 
could  not  be  reversed,  the  deep  feeling 
and  conviction  of  the  majority  of  the 
Honse  of  Commons  against  the  system 
of  compulsory  examination  of  women  for 
the  purposes  of  these  Acts.  Now,  Her 
Majesty  8  Government,  not  able,  I  be- 
lieve, to  repeal  these  Acts  at  the  time, 
and  substitute  what  other  legislation 
they  might  think  neoessary,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  discretion  and  judgment, 
suspended  their  operation  as  far  as 
they  were,  by  that  Kesolution,  bound  to 
do.  What,  therefore,  the  Government 
bftve  done  is  this — they  hare  not  with- 


drawn the  poHoe ;  they  have  only  with-- 
drawn  a  portion  of  the  police ;  and  the 
only  thing  they  have  stopped  is  the  sys- 
tem of  the  compulsory  examination  of 
women ;  and  what  I  want  to  point  out  is 
that,  if  nothing  will  satisfy  hon.  Gentle- 
men but  harping  upon  these  Aots,  and 
entreating  the  Government  to  go  back 
upon  the  Acta — which  neither  this  nor 
any  future  Government  will,  I  believe,  be 
at  all  likely  to  do— the  position  in  which 
they  place  themselves  will  be  this— that 
the  compulsory  examination  of  women  is 
not  only  the  beat,  but  the  only  method 
which  Uiey  deem  is  possible  to  carry  out 
their  views.  How  can  they  justify  a  con- 
tention of  that  kind  ?  So  far  as  hygiene 
is  concerned,  we  have  it  on  the  best 
medical  authority  that  the  effect  of  these 
Acts  ia  trivial.  So  far  as  order  and 
decency  are  concerned,  they  cannot  deny 
that  the  Acts  have  done  nothing  enabling 
the  authorities  to  preserve  ordw.  u 
they  think  that  the  deterrent  influence 
of  the  system  of  compulsory  examination 
is  the  only  method  of  preventing  juvenile 
prostitution,  then  I  beg  to  say  that  they 
are  extremely  mistaken  in  point  of  fact. 
I  deny,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  juvenile 
prostitution  has  increased,  and  I  have 
given  the  evidenoe  of  the  Chief  Con- 
stables of  Plymouth  and  Bevonport  to 
support  my  case.  But  I  would  a^  them 
to  take  the  example  afforded  by  Glas- 
gow, where  compulsion  has  become  im- 
possible. Let  us  accept  the  alternative 
of  freedom  and  persuasion ;  let  us  strive 
to  make  our  Army  sober  and  moral,  and 
so  to  diminish  the  causes  of  prostitution. 
Let  UB  do  what  we  can  to  save  the  young, 
and  redeem  those  who  have  fallen.  That 
can  be  done  independently  of  tiie  system 
of  oompulsozy  examination  of  women, 
which  is  odious  to  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  all  people  who  have  given  oonsidera* 
tion  to  this  subject.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  man  who  has  brought  hims^ 
to  the  idea  that  compulsory  examina- 
tion was  necessary,  without  beginning 
by  disliking  it.  It  is  repugnant  to  every 
mind.  Do  not  let  us,  then,  despair.  Do 
not  let  us  be  so  impotent  as  to  iniiagine 
that  there  is  no  other  method  of  dimi- 
nishing disease  and  enforcing  order  and 
decency  in  the  streets,  and  checking  pro- 
stitution. Do  not  let  us,  for  a  moment, 
be  so  feeble  as  slip  into  the  foolish 
conception  that  there  is  only  one  neatrMm 
and  method,  and  that  is  comnulsoiy 
examination.    I  ^ 
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vinced — and  there  is,  perhaps,  no  man 
living  who  has  given  bo  much  at- 
tention to  thii  subject  in  all  its 
aspects  as  I  have— that  vhen  these 
Acts  have  been  repealed,  and  are 
dead  and  buried,  and  when  we  have 
oeased  to  hanker  after  them ;  when,  in 
consequence,  vou  have  given  yourselves 
to  the  only  other  policy  of  non-compul- 
Bion  and  freedom,  edncation  and  moral 
persuasion,  charitablehospitalsand  medi- 
cal assistance  to  the  diseased  of  both 
sexea-~I  am  strongly  and  completely 
convinced  tbat  you  will  then  arrive  at 
results  in  the  reduction  of  disease,  and 
vice,  and  disorder  in  the  streets  greater 
than  any  jou  can  obtain  by  such,  methods 
as  these  Acts. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he  did 
not  desire  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
a  speech  on  this  subject ;  but  he  wished 
to  make  one  or  two  observations,  be- 
cause he  had  been  taunted  by  the  right 
bon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinck)  with  belonging  to  a  super- 
BtitiouB  sect.  He  did  not  believe  that 
any  good  whatever  could  come  from  a 
bad  principle,  and  that  was  the  reason 
why  he  objected  to  these  Acts.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  never  be  led  by 
any  sophistry  into  believing  that  any 
bene6t  would  ever  be  derived  from  legis- 
lation  that  was  contrary  to  the  lawd  of 
morality.  He  trosted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  desist  from  the  course 
they  were  now  taking,  bnt  that  they 
would  adhere  firmly  to  the  decision  of 
the  House  of  Commons  last  year. 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
see  the  Government  in  this  position.  All 
the  responsible  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments most  interested  knew  that  these 
Acts  were  absolutely  essential  for  the 
promotion  of  the  health  of  their  soldiers 
and  sailors.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Jndge  Advocate  General, 
who  had  formerly  a  strong  prejudice  and 
leaning  against  them,  had  been  con- 
verted, and  now  took  a  favourable  view 
of  them,  eimply  from  hearing  the  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  over  whuh 
lie  had  presided. 

thb  judge  advocate  GENE- 

BAIi  (Hr.  OsBOBira  Moroak)  remarked 
tiut  he  wae  not  Cluurman  ot  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  WABTON  eaid,  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  if  not 
actually  Chairman,  was  very  often  in 
the  Chair.    He  (Mr.  Warton)  bad  read 

Mr.  Shiufild 


the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and  fae  ftnrad 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man  who  had  t^en  a  distinguished  part 
in  the  proceedings  was  compelled,  by  the 
overwhelming  weight  of  the  evidence 
given  by  doctors,  clergymen,  priests, 
matrons  of  hospitals,  and  the  police^  to 
oome  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Acts  were 
beneficial,  not  only  in  r^^ard  to  the 
health  of  their  soldiers  and  sailors,  bat 
as  regarded  the  reformation  oi  the  un- 
happy women  who  came  mider  their  in- 
fluence. As  a  believer  in  Christianity, 
he  thought  it  was  a  Christian  act  to 
remove  these  poor  women  out  of  all 
temptntion'to  sin.  One  thing  which  had 
particularly  struck  him  was  the  clear 
evidence  that,  under  the  operation  of 
these  Acts,  juvenile  immorality,  whidi 
once  largely  flourished,  had  almost 
ceased,  end  that  houses  of  ill-fame  had 
greatly  diminished  in  number.  These 
were  facts  beyond  dispute ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  sorry  for  the  decision  of  the 
Govemmeot,  because  he  believed  that 
their  defeat  last  year  was,  to  a  great 
extent,  aceidental.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax  (Mr.  mansfeld)  had 
spoken  of  the  majtMrity  of  the  Honse. 
In  one  sense,  it  was  true  that  there  was 
a  majori^  of  the  Home  in  favour  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Aots;  bnt,  in  matiuae 
sense,  it  was  not  true.  The  setaai  Divi- 
sion last  year  showed  170  or  180  in 
favour  of  repeal,  against  110  or  115  on 
the  other  side.  But  that  was  very  far 
from  being  a  majority  of  the  House,  and 
those  who  knew  how  Divisions  were 
taken  in  the  House,  no  matter  npon 
what  qnestion,  knew  very  well  that  all 
those  who  were  actively  and  tremen- 
dously in  earnest  in  pushing  on  an  agi- 
tation assembled  in  the  full  strength  of 
their  numbers,  uid  it  was  exoeedi^^y 
doubtful  whether,  if  the  whole  House 
htui  been  polled  on  this  particular  oooa- 
eion,  they  oonld  have  got  more  than  ^e 
170  or  180  votes  they  did.  But  there 
were  many  hen.  Members  absent  who 
would  have  been  present  if  they  had 
imagined  that  such  a  resnlt  would  have 
been  bronght  about.  It  ms  by  a  lucky 
accident  that  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Halifax  were  present  In  their  full 
ntmibers,  while  others  were  away  who 
fondly  supposed  that  Her  Majee^s  Go- 
vernment would  stand  firm,  and  would 
have  strength  niffioient  to  insure  the  re- 
jection of  the  Besolatijm.  If  the  Oe- 
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veniment  had  freely  used  their  influence, 
or  if  a  single  crack  had  been  opened,  a 
xnAjority  composed  of  two-thirda  of  the 
House  would  Dare  supported  them.  He 
thought  it  showed  remarkable  weakness 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  yield- 
ing, under  the  circumstances,  to  a  scratch 
majority.  He  recollected  that  when  an- 
other Diviuon  took  place  affecting  the 
ecmtagions  diseases  of  cattle,  although 
there  was  a  clear  majority  against  t^e 
Qovemment,  they  refused  to  give  effect 
to  the  wishes  of  that  majority,  and  took 
oocasion,  over  and  over  again,  to  evade 
even  the  repeated  decision  of  the  House. 
The  only  ground  on  which  he  thought 
the  Government  oould  have  refused  to 
give  effect  to  Uie  Resolution  in  this  case 
was  that  in  both  cases  the  same  object 
was  to  be  attained — ^namely,  the  preven- 
tion of  the  spread  of  disease.  By  giving 
way  :a  the  one  case  to  a  majority,  and 
by  refusing  to  give  way  in  the  other,  the 
Chovernment  had  encouraged  the  spread 
of  disease.  The  only  thing  which  could 
justify  them  was  the  ground  of  consis- 
tenoy  ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, t^ter  the  careful  perusfd  of  ue 
vbole  of  the  evidence  given  before  a 
Select  Oomimttee— evidence  given  by  ma- 
gistrates, and  ministers  of  every  creed— 
that  these  Acts  had  worked  well  for  the 
unhappy  women  who  were  affected  by 
them,  and  had  resulted  in  the  restora- 
tion of  many  of  them  to  society,  and  that 
they  had  prevented  many  poor  girls,  who 
were  on  the  borderland  between  right 
and  wrong,  from  going  astray.  The 
only  thing  he  was  able  to  find  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Acts  was  a  feeling  of  senti- 
ment — a  sort  of  d  priori  idea,  that  no- 
thing should  be  done  which  might  ap- 
pear to  sanction  vice.  He  hoped  that 
some  of  the  fanatics  who  had  taken  part 
in  this  agitation  would  be  ashamed  to 
see  how  far  their  ideas  had  oarriad  them, 
and  wonld  ask  the  Government,  once  for 
all,  to  give  up  these  follies  and  fo<deixes. 
Tha  truest  morality  was  to  relieve  suffisr- 
ing  and  misery,  to  take  these  poor  women 
off  the  streets  and  reform  them.  He 
bad  the  firmest  conviction  that  such  re> 
suits  would  follow  from  the  careful,  but 
strict  administration  of  these  Acts. 
Ma.  FULEk^TON  said,  that  it  was 

Suite  superfluous  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
.eman  opposite  (Mr.Stansfeld)  to  inform 
the  Committee  diat  he  did  not,  of  his 
own  knowledge,  know  anything  of  the 
ttat»  of  Uie  streets  in  Plymouth,  Devou- 
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port,  and  Stonehouse.  The  Earl  of 
MouDt-Edgcumbe,  however,  possessed 
such  knowledge,  and  he  simply  lived 
across  the  river,  and  was  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  three  towns.  The  right 
hon.  Gientleman  had  quoted  the  ex- 
Mayor  of  Devonport,  and  had  stated  that 
he  was  against  the  Earl  of  Mount-Et^- 
oumbe  and  others,  who  took  a  contrary 
view.  Now,  he  (Mr.  'Paleston)  found 
that,  attached  to  the  Memorial  of  the 
magistrates,  clergymen,  medical  practi- 
tioners, and  others  in  the  boroughs  of 
Plymouth  and  Devonport,  and  the  town- 
ship of  Stonehouse,  an  extract  from 
which  he  had  read,  was  the  name  of  Dr. 
Eolston.  He  did  not  know  what  evi- 
dence could  be  stronger  as  to  the  views 
of  Dr.  Eolston  than  his  signature  to 
that  very  strong  Memorial.  He  fully 
appreciated  the  statement  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  who  told  them  that  he  still 
firmly  maintained  his  former  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  Acts.  The  ailments 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr,  Stansfeld)  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
were  altogether  unsound,  as  were  cer- 
tainly those  of  the  bon,  Membw  for 
Idverpool(Mr.  Samuel  Smith),  who  spoke 
of  the  action  of  the  Government,  and 
appealed  to  them  to  stand  firm  by  the  de- 
cision already  arrived  at ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Fuleston)  begged  those  hon.  Members 
not  to  forget  what  the  views  were  of  the 
Cabinet  Ministers  who  had  had  most  to 
do  with  the  working  of  the  Acts.  The 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  who  might  be  presumed  to 
know  as  much  of  the  matter  as  an  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  exercised  no  control 
whatever  over  the  subject,  was,  at  least, 
not  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liverpool,  but  candidly 
told  them  that  nothing  that  as  yet  had 
been  adduced,  either  inside  or  outside  the 
House,  had  ioduoed  him  to  change  bis 
mind.  Heshouldnotfollowthearguments 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  who  had 
ingeniously  whittled  dovn  the  number 
in  the  hospitals  to  110.  All  he  (Mr. 
Puleston)  knew  was  that  nnce  the  Acts 
were  suspended,  the  number  of  persons 
in  the  hospitals  suffering  from  disease 
were  exactly  double.  He  believed  that 
since  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  there 
had  been  an  influx  of  immoral  women 
into  the  towns  which  had  formerly  been 
within  the  operation  of  those  laws.  It 
was  too  soon  yet  to  judsae^fuUy  oS  the 
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phjsioal  degradation  which  Trould  result 
both  in  the  Army  and  Navy  from  the 
Buspensiou  of  the  oompulBory  clauses. 
Those  who  advocated  those  elauses,  he 
would  remark,  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  other  measures  also, 
such  as  had  been  recommended  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Stane- 
feld).  What  they  objected  to  was  that 
the  Iteration  of  the  Acts  should  have 
been  suspended  before  anything  else  had 
been  provided  to  take  their  place.  Not- 
withstanding all  the  eridence  that  had 
been  produced,  the  right  hon.  CkmUe- 
man  preferred  to  rely  upon  the  evidenoe 
of  one  or  two  men  against  the  positive 
and  unequivooal  statements  of  the  editors 
of  all  the  local  newspapers,  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
towns  oonoemed.  If  that  was  the  way 
in  which  evidence  should  be  tested,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  the  foundation  of 
most  of  the  legislation  of  this  oonntty 
was  unsound. 

Mn.  CAVENDISH  BENTINOK  com- 
plained that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
had  made  an  attack  upon  him,  and  then 
ran  away.  Since  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  left  the  House,  he  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish Bentinek)  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  referring  to  printed  documents,  and 
he  found  that  they  entirely  supported 
his  assertion  that  Mr.  Stevenson  Black- 
wood did  not  mention  the  "  Hong 
Kong  "  case  either  directly  or  indirectly 
in  his  speech  at  Exeter  Hall,  and  that 
the  audience  must,  therefore,  have  con- 
strued the  charge  as  referring  only  to 
the  Metropolitan  Police.  He  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish Bentinok)  therefore  insisted  that  it 
was  abundantly  clear  that  he  had  made 
out  his  case.  As  to  the  way  in  which 
the  Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe  had  de- 
luded or  hoodwinked  &e  Home  Secre- 
tary. Beronport  and  the  two  other 
towns  were  not  the  only  towns  which 
which  had  received  benefit  from  these 
Acts.  The  evidence  of  hie  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward 
Watkin)  was  very  strong  upon  that 
point.  He  himself  (Mr.  Oavendiah 
Bentinek)  knew  a  good  deal  about  the 
City  of  Canterbury ;  and  there  was  a 
Twy  strong  opinion  there  that  the  city 
had  sustained  great  injury  by  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Acts.  The  same  might 
be  said  of  Chatham  and  Portsmouth. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansfeld)  urged  that  moral  suasion 

Mr.  PdnUm 


would  be  BUiffioient  to  induce  people  to  - 
give  up  immorality  in  the  Army.  Why, 
then,  was  not  moral  suasion  tried  in 
reference  of  the  women  of  Lcmdon,  of 
whom  the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  S.  Smith)  complained  so  strongly 
the  other  day  when  bringing  before  the 
House  some  extracts  from  the  speech 
of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury — why  did  not 
the  advocates  of  these  Acts  ixy  moral 
suasion  there  ?  He  thought  they  ought ; 
and  that  if  ever  there  was  a  case  for 
moral  suasion  it  was  that ;  and  if  it  was 
a  failure  in  London,  in  all  probability 
it  would  result  in  a  similar  failure  else- 
where. He  believed  himseU  that,  much 
as  the  details  and  principle  of  the 
Acts  might  be  objectionable,  there  was 
no  other  mode  of  meeting  the  evil.  It 
was  with  melancholy  satisfaction  he  no- 
ticed that  neither  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld),  the  boa. 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  8.  Smith), 
nor  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  f<» 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  had  said  one 
word  in  regard  to  the  fatad  effects  whiidl 
the  suspension  of  these  Acts  had  pro- 
duced upon  the  unfortunate  vom«ai 
themselves,  nor  had  they  expressed  one 
word  of  pity  for  their  condition.  One 
hon.  Membw  said  he  would  prefer  their 
being  placed  in  an  hountal  where  they 
might  be  mode  aooesBiDle  to  religious 
instaruotion  and  inflnenoes.  Was  it  oon- 
tended  that  they  would  be  made  waree 
by  religious  instruction  even  in  a  liock 
Hospit^  ?  The  suepension  of  the  Acta 
had  had  a  most  disastrous  effect ;  and  he 
thought  he  had  clearly  proved  his  case 
that  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Aote  - 
should  again  be  put  in  force. 

De.  FABaUHAESON  asked  for  an 
explanation  of  an  iton  under  Sub-head 
Q-  of  £600  for  grants  made  to  certain 
institutionB. 

Sin  ARTHUR  HAYTEE  said,  this 
was  a  grant  of  £600  to  the  Discharged 
Prisoners  Aid  Society  to  enable  prisoners 
who  had  been,  unfortunately,  detained 
for  crime  to  maintain  themselves  until 
they  could  procure  work  after  their  re- 
lease from  prison.  Aotiog  upon  a  sugges- 
tion which  had  been  made  hj  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  (lb. 
Bourke),  he  had  placed  himsc^  in  com- 
munication with  the  prison  authorities, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Director  of 
Clothing,  he  was  happy  to  say  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  by  which 
the  whole  of  the  clothes  at4he  priaoirars. 
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and  their  bedding  were  now  made  hj 
the  prisoners  themselves,  instead  of  being 
exercised  at  shot  drill,  where  good  con- 
duct justified  this  relaxation  of  the  roles. 

Captain  AYLMEB  asked  for  an  ex- 
planation of  an  item  of  £2,700  under 
Sab-head  J  for  commission  granted  to 
local  bankers  for  a  supply  of  specie  for 
tho  payment  of  pensioners,  fto.*  riding 
in  the  Colonies.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
if  pennoners  ohose  to  reside  in  the  Co- 
lonies it  was  quite  sufficient  for  the 
Colonial  pensioners  to  charge  for  pro- 
Tiding  for  that  specie ;  and  he  did  not 
see  why  there  should  be  any  additional 
chai^  for  home  pensioners. 

8tr  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  that 
for  many  years  pensioners  had  resided 
in  the  Channel  Islands,  and  this  was  a 
payment  in  connection  with  such  pen- 
eioners. 

OoLOMBL  NOLAN  said,  he  thought 
that  £2,500  was  a  large  item  for  pro- 
viding change  for  the  small  amount  of 
money  paid  in  the  Colonies.  He  hoped 
the  Seoretarr  to  the  Treasury  would 
give  some  idea  of  the  number  of  pen- 
aiOnerB  in  the  Cobnies  and  the  funount 
of  the  pensionapaid. 

8ni  ARTHuli  HAYTER  said,  the 
bankers  charged  3  per  cent  on  the 
amount  which  passed  through  their 
hands,  and  the  payment  was  sanctioned 
by  the  Treasury.  It  would  be  diflloult 
to  say  at  that  moment  how  many  of 
these  pensioners  there  were. 

Qbnebal  8ie  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
asked  if  there  was  any  alteration  in  the 
rate  of  commission,  so  as  to  make  the 
concession  more  profitable  at  one  time 
than  another?  He  wished  also  to  ha,ve 
some  information  ae  to  an  item  of 
£12,000  which  appeared  under  Sub- 
head 0  for  rewards  to  inventors. 

Mb.  brand  said,  that  the  rewards  to 
inventurs  were  given  in  accordance  with 
the  reoommendatioa  of  a  Committee  as 
appointed  by  th  e  present  Chancellor  o  f  the 
Exchequer  when  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  The  Committee  had  to  decide  on 
various  critical  questions  which  arose  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  the 
new  steam  ordnance,  and  the  Committee 
held  its  meeting  at  Woolwich.  Experi- 
ments  were  constantly  made,  and  Re- 
ports were  presented.  The  Reports  were 
-  sent  to  the  Surveyor  General,  who  trans- 
mitted them  to  lha  Secretary  of  State. 
It  was  not  considered  to  be  for  the  in- 
t*rMt  of  tha  B«moe  that  the  Reports 


should  be  made  public.  The  rewards 
during  the  present  year  oonsiated  of  the 
sum  of  £1,000  paid  to  the  inventor  of  a 
torpedo,  and  £200  in  rewards  for  inven- 
tions now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee. 

Sib  HENRY  FLETCHER  said,  that 
under  Sub-head  M  he  noticed  an  item 
of  £500  for  medals.  It  seemed  that 
there  was  an  item  last  year  for  a  similar 
purpose  which  amounted  to  £600. 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said  the 
decrease  from  £600  to  £500  was  simply 
because  medals  for  the  Admiralty  were 
now  paid  out  of  the  Admiralty  Vote ; 
£500  was  the  ordinary  charge  for  mili- 
tary medals. 

Captain  AYLUER  asked  what  was 
the  scope  of  the  inquiry  of  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  War?  Was  it  extended  to 
Ordnance  generally,  or  confined  to  Field 
Artillery  ? 

Mb.  BRAND  said,  the  Committee 
considered  all  questions  relating  to  Ord- 
nance. 

CAFTAnr  AYLMEB  asked  if  he  wat 
to  understand  that  the  Cooimittee  re- 
ferred to  was  a  permanent  Committee  P 

Me. BRAND:  Yee. 

Tote  agrted  to. 

(2.)  £245,200,  War  Office. 

Mr.  CAUSTON  said,  upon  this  Vote 
he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  on  behalf 
of  a  very  intelligent  and  deserving  body 
of  men — he  meant  the  Military  Staff 
Clerks  of  the  General  Staff.  No  doubt 
it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Army,  with 
a  view  of  encouraging  intelligent  and 
respectable  men  to  join  its  ranks,  to 
hold  out  to  them  the  prospect  of  promo* 
tion.  In  all  branches  of  the  Service 
with  this  single  exception  of  the  Corps 
of  Military  Staff  Clerks,  promotion  from 
the  ranks  did  prevail ;  out  under  the 
existing  Regulations  oommissions  were 

Sractically  closed  to  Military  Staff 
lerks.  In  the  following  bnuidlies  of 
the  Service  men  who  joined  the  Army 
had  a  prospect  of  obtaining  commis- 
sions : — ^The  Cavalry,  the  Artillery,  the 
Royal  Engineers,  the  Office  of  School- 
master, the  Commissariat  Department, 
the  Ordnance,  the  Household  Corps, 
and  Infantry  battalions.  In  the  whole 
of  these  branches  of  the  Service  a  jnan, 
entering  the  Army  as  a  private,  was 
able  to  reach  the  post  of  commissioned 
officer— anoh  as  Riding  T 
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master,  Inspector,  or  rariouB  other  posi- 
tions in  whioh  they  raoked  as  oommis- 
Bioned  offioers.  But  in  the  Corps  of 
Military  Staff  Clerks  there  was  no  pro- 
motion at  all.  Nererthelees,  the  Staff 
Clerks,  were,  he  believed,  a  very  io- 
telligent  and  respectable  body  of  meo, 
and  very  useful  indeed  to  the  Staff 
officers.  They  were  called  upon  to  guide, 
as  it  were,  and  to  act  in  support  of  all 
new  Staff  offioers.  The  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  hou. 
and  gallant  Gentlemen  who  had  served 
on  the  Staff  of  the  Army  would  be  in  a 
much  better  position  than  he  was  to 
speak  of  the  qualifications  of  these  Staff 
Clerks ;  but  he  had  been  given  to  un- 
derstand that  it  was  impossible  to  find 
in  the  entire  ranks  of  Her  Majesty's 
Military  Service  a  more  useful  and 
trustworthy  body  of  men.  Their  posi- 
tion, however,  was  very  different  from 
that  of  any  other  soldier.  A  man  in 
any  other  branch  of  the  Service,  by  his 
ability,  attention  to  his  dut^,  good  con- 
duct, and  intelligence  was  capable  of 
being  promoted  from  the  ranks ;  but  if 
he  once  became  a  Staff  Clerk,  when  the 
regiment  left  the  garrison  town  in  which 
he  was  stationed,  he  was  left  behind, 
and  he  and  hia  services,  however  meri- 
torious, were  soon  forgotten  by  the  offi- 
cers connected  with  the  regiment,  and 
everybody  else.  Unless  he  happened 
to  misconduct  himself  the  probability 
was  that  he  never  joiaed  his  regiment 
again,  and,  therefore,  he  was  necessarily 
passed  over  in  any  promotion  in  the  re- 
giment, and  such  promotion  was  given 
to  someone  actually  serving  with  the 
regiment,  and  he  did  not  complain 
of  it.  Now,  he  wished  to  suggest  a 
remedy  for  the  ^evance  of  which  he 
oomplaaned,  and  it  was  that  these  Staff 
Clerks  who  were  stationed  in  a  garrison 
town,  and  did  not  leave  with  the  regi- 
ment like  the  rest  of  the  soldiers,  and 
had  (HHisequently  no  prospect  before 
them  of  promoticm  to  oDmnuasioned  rank 
— that  this  Corps  of  Clerks  ahotdd  be 
eligible  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
Quartermaster;  and  that  they  should 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  filling 
the  poets  now  fillra  by  the  Civilian 
Clerks  at  the  War  Office,  who  already 
possessed  salaries  equivalent  to  those 
paid  .to  Quartermasters.  For  his  part, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  this 
very  useful  class  of  men  would  make 
quite  as  good  olerks  as  civilians,  be- 


cause  they  would  be  able  to  brii^  their 
practical  knowledge  of  Staff  work  to 
bear  at  the  War  Office ;  and  he  should 
imagine  that  it  would  be  of  very 
great  advantage  to  Uie  Staff  offi-oers  to 
know  that  their  commnoications  w^ 
being  attended  to  by  those  who  tho- 
roughly understood  the  technical  details 
of  the  services  required.  The  action  of 
the  noble  Marquess  with  regard  to  the 
Quartermasters  had  been  very  highly 
appreciated,  and  he  believed  that  it 
would  not  <mly  be  aa  act  of  wiadom, 
but  of  fairness  to  bold  out  to  these  de- 
serving olerks  the  proepact  of  promotion 
in  the  same  way  that  prcnnotion  was 
given  to  those  who  joined  the  ranks 
and  served  in  other  oapaoitiee.  He  did 
not  for  a  moment  believe  that  the 
omission  had  occurred  wilfully ;  he 
had  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  result 
of  mere  accident.  But  it  was  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  some  of  the  best 
men  serving  in  the  Army  had  bem.  de- 
barred from  partidpating^  in  pro- 
spect of  obtamiog  commisssoned  rank 
which  was  open  to  all  other  soldieora. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quess would  give  him  some  eocourage- 
ment.  Mid  that  he  would  hold  out  to  the 
olerks,  in  whose  behalf  he  (Mr.  Cauafam) 
had  spoken  that  night,  some  lu^  that 
he  would  grant  the  request  ^niiioh  he 
now  made. 

Sia  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT 
wished  the  hon.  Member  for  Colchester 
to  explain  what  the  corps  of  clerks 
was  ?  As  long  as  he  had  served  in  the 
Army  he  had  never  heard  of  a  corps  of 
olerks  until  that  moment,  and  he  con- 
fessed that  he  was  unable  to  uudecstand 
what  it  consisted  of,  unless  the  hou. 
Member  referred  to  the  Staff  sergeants 
and  others  serving  at  the  diflEerent  head- 
quarters throughout  the  country. 

Ms.  CAUSTON  said,  he  refeired  to 
the  Military  Staff  Clerks  servii^  with 
the  Staff  in  diffez«nt  parts  of  the 
countty. 

Sd£  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  said, 
they  would  have  rank  of  some  sort  or 
other  aooording  to  their  serviee.  and 
some  would  belong  to  certain  r^- 
ments.  But,  be  that  as  it  might,  be 
wished  to  call  attention  to  the  clerks 
as  organized  at  the  War  Office ;  and 
aftw  what  had  been  repeatedly  said  in 
regard  to  the  employment  of  non-com- 
missioned offioers  as  clerks  in  the  War 
Offioe  it  was  most  nnwatiirfw^ry  to  find 
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that  only  82  were  so  employed  oat  of 
623clerks  at  the  War  Office.  The  noble 
Marquess  had  eaid  that  it  was  his  anxious 
vish  to  employ  as  many  non-oommia- 
sioned  officers  as  he  was  able  in  the  differ- 
ent posts  at  his  command.  Non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  the  Army  looked  for- 
ward very  much  to  snch  employment, 
and  any  post  that  oould  be  given  to  them, 
both  in  the  office  and  elsewhere,  would 
be  very  well  bestowed.  These  men 
fought  all  over  the  world  for  their  coun- 
try, and  in  many  instances  they  received 
a  very  inadequate  return  for  their  ser- 
vices. It  must  be  remembered  that  they 
were  the  backbone  of  the  Army,  and  it 
was  desirable  that  they  should  attract 
tbe  best  class  of  men  they  could  obtain 
for  the  Service.  When  he  saw  so  few 
of  them  employed  at  the  War  Office,  al- 
tiiongh  they  had  been  increased  by  12 
recently,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  impress 
upon  the  noble  Marquess  the  desir- 
ability of  making  some  greater  recogni- 
tion erf  the  important  serrices  rendered 
these  m«i.  He  had  ventured  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  noble  Marquess  to 
the  matter,  because  he  was  quite  sure 
that  the  noble  Marquess  was  as  anxious 
as  he  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  was  that 
these  men  should  receive  the  reward 
their  long  and  valuable  services  deserved. 

Me.  WHITLEY  wished  to  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  griev- 
ances of  another  Department — uamely, 
the  officers  of  the  Army  Pay  Depart- 
ment, who  were  not  represented  at  the 
War  Office.  He  believed  that  was  the 
cmly  Department  which  was  not  repre- 
sented at  the  Horse  Guards,  and  tliey 
oonld  only  brinf(  their  grievances  before 
the  House  itself.  Their  grievance  was 
a  considerable  one ;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would  receive  attrition  at  the 
hands  of  the  Financial  Secretary,  who 
was  noted  at  all  times  for  his  courtesy. 
At  the  present  time  there  was  a  body  of 
300  or  400  officers  of  the  Army  Pay  De- 
partment who  were  debarred  from  ob- 
taining the  rank  which  was  enjoyed  by 
tbe  Oommissariat  and  Medical  Depart- 
ment. At  present,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
smallness  of  the  number  of  Chief  Pay- 
masters, men  who  had  been  20  or  30 
years  in  the  Army  got  no  promotion, 
and  he  asked  if  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  increase  tho  number  by  1 5  or  20  ? 
Another  grievaooe  was  of  a  diiferent  kind 
— namely,  that  after  serving  five  years 
in  the  Department  as  Ohief  Paymasters 


they  were  not  allowed  to  retire  with  the 
honorary  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
Ho  believed  at  tho  present  moment  that 
there  were  only  one  or  two  officers  in  the 
Army  Pay  Department  who  were  Lieu- 
tenant GoloneLs.  From  an  answer  re- 
ceived from  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
opposite  (Sir  Arthur  Hayter)  some  time 
ago,  it  would  appear  that  his  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  was  under  the  impression 
that  if  honorary  rank  were  conferred 
upon  these  officers  they  would  be  placed 
in  a  combatant  position  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  a  superior  officer.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  no  ground  whatever  for 
that  impression,  and  that  honorary  rank 
would  not  place  (hem  in  a  position  to 
command.  He  thought  that  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  had  himself  dis- 
covered that  in  that  respect  he  had  com- 
mitted an  error.  He  would  urge  on  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  the  Go- 
vernment the  desirability  of  increasing 
the  nnmber  of  officers  of  the  Army  Pay 
Department  in  the  position  of  Chief 
Paymasters  firom  15  to  20,  and  of  giving 
them  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  ODlond 
after  five  years*  service.  He  believed 
that  such  a  course  would  strengthen  the 
Department,  and  produce  a  feeling  of 
contentment  in  the  minds  of  the  officers. 
He,  therefore,  trusted  that  the  grievances 
of  the  Army  Pay  Department  would  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
wished  to  point  out  that  a  transference 
had  been  made  from  this  Vote  to  an- 
other which  made  tho  Vote  appear  this 
year  mach  less  than  it  was  in  the  former 
year,  and  for  that  reason,  therefore,  he 
objected  to  it.  Thispracticeof  changing 
items  in  this  Vote  was  not  unusual,  and 
should  not  be  permitted.  With  regard  to 
the  suggestions  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Colchester  (Mr.  Causton)  re- 
garding the  extension  of  the  employment 
of  soldiers  as  clerks  in  the  War  Office, 
he  begged  to  refer  to  the  Staff  Clerks,  of 
whom  there  were  a  number  of  very  ex- 
cellent men  liable  to  be  sent  abroad  who 
were  now  serving  in  different  capacities, 
as  effi.cient  clerks  in  the  Army.  He  was 
sure  that  from  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
they  could  get  any  number  of  qualiSed 
men  to  do  the  clerical  work  which  had 
been  referred  to.  He  trusted  that  the 
noble  Marquess  would  give  his  attention 
to  the  matter,  and  see  what  could  bedoue. 

The  Maequbss  op  HAETINGTON  : 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
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tleman  the  Member  for  Wert  Sussex 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot),  and  with  tho 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Gol- 
Chester  (Mr.  Caueton),  that  it  is  desir- 
able to  give  as  much  encouragement  as 
possible  to  deserring  non-rommissioned 
officers  in  the  Army  by  giving  them  em- 
ployment, if  possible,  in  the  War  Office, 
and  in  any  similar  employment  that  may 
be  open  to  them.  The  subject  has  not 
been  lost  sight  of.  Military  clerks  have 
been  introduced  from  time  to  time  in  the 
War  Office ;  I  believe  that  at  one  time 
tiiey  were  employed  to  a  larger  extent 
than  they  are  now.  The  number  was 
reduced  because  it  was  found  that  the 
eyntem  was  not  altogether  successful — 
that  the  clerical  work  was  not  advan- 
tageoasly  placed  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  had  had  no  experience  of  such  em- 
ployment. Military  clerks  are  employed 
to  flome  extent  under  the  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral in  connection  with  Artillery,  and 
they  are  admirably  suited  for  record 
work.  They  are  invaluable  in  connec- 
tion with  work  of  this  kind,  and  in  this 
kind  of  duty  they  will  continue  to  be 
employed  aa  much  as  possible ;  but  for 
other  duties,  involving  a  greater  amount 
of  education  and  a  greater  amount  of 
Departmental  training,  it  has  not  been 
found  advantageous  to  employ  them.  I 
need  not,  therefore,  add  that,  however 
desirable  it  may  be  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  meritorious  non-commissioned 
officers,  it  would  be  false  economy  to 
employ  them  in  work  which  experience 
has  shown  they  are  not  familiar  with 
and  not  qaalified  for.  Attention  has 
been  given  to  the  matter,  however,  and 
whenevOT  it  has  been  fbund  advan- 
tageous to  employ  the  services  of  non- 
commissioned officers  or  pensioned  sol- 
diers, they  are  employed  in  preference 
to  civilians.  For  instance,  all  the  mes- 
sengers of  the  War  Office  will,  in  future, 
be  non-commissioned  officers,  and  not 
civilians.  With  regard  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ool- 
ohester  as  to  transferring  Military  Staff 
Clerks  from  the  districts  to  the  War 
Office,  I  hare  to  say  that  the  practice 
has  not  been  found  altogether  successful, 
and  it  has  therefore  been  disoontinned. 
The  non*oommis8ioned  officers  are  will- 
ing and  anxious  to  be  employed;  but  I 
have  not  heard  that  auy  improvement  in 
their  prospects  is  required.  No  repre- 
sentation of  any  grievance  in  this  matter 
has  been  made  to  me ;  but  now  that  the 
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subject  has  been  raised,  I  wiU  make  a 
point  of  looking  into  it.  Without  fur- 
ther int^uiry,  I  cannot  pledge  myself  to 
any  opinion  that  any  improvement  in 
the  position  of  these  men  is  necessary. 
With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentlemen  the 
Member  for  Kincardineshire  (Sir  George 
Balfour) — as  to  some  transfer  of  expen- 
diture from  this  Vote  to  another — I  did 
not  quite  catch  the  point  to  which  he 
adverted ;  but  I  may  say  it  is  inevitable 
that  from  time  to  time  alterations  in  the 
formal  rendering  of  the  accounts  should 
take  place,  and,  na  doubt — 'as  I  suppose 
has  occurred  in  this  instance — in  the 
first  year  in  which  the  alterations  in  form 
are  made  some  inconvenience  is  expe- 
rienced. I  believe  that  all  that  is  pos- 
sible will  be  done  to  minimize  the  incon- 
venience. I  do  not  think  my  hon.  and 
pallant  I'nend,  or  anyone  who  takes  Uie 
interest  he  does  in  the  matter,  will  find 
it  difficult  to  discover  what  the  transfers 
are. 

Sib  FREDEEIOK  FITZWYGRAM 
said,  he  thought  the  feeling  of  the  Army 
was  more  in  favour  of  having  better 
paid  employment  given  to  non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  their  regiments  than 
increase  of  pay  to  Staff  Clerks.  The 
great  prominence  which  had  been  given 
to  these  Staff  clerkships  instead  of  doing 
good  to  the  Army  had  rather  had  the 
opposite  effect.  Begimental  appoint- 
ments had  become  depreciated  in  the 
minds  of  the  men  in  the  regimoots. 
The  Army  was  far  from  desiring  to 
see  these  Staff  clerkships  intnreaaed,  and 
wished  to  see  better  pay  and  increased 
advantages  given  to  regimental  ap- 
pointments. He  did  not  tmnk  that  non- 
oommisuoned  officers  looked  for  employ- 
ment outside  their  re;2;iments. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  remarked 
that  this  was  the  last  of  the  Effective 
Votes,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  be  should 
be  in  Order  in  asking  one  question  with 
regard  to  the  Effective  Service  in  Egypt. 
He  desired  to  have  some  explanation  as 
to  how  the  expense  of  the  Army  in 
Egypt  was  borne — as  to  who  paid  the 
cost  of  its  being  moved  up  and  down  ? 
They  constantly  heard  of  troops  being 
moved  from  place  to  place-^— 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  There  is  no  refer- 
ence whatever  in  this  Vote  to  tho  ex- 
penses incurred  in  Egypt. 

Sia  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  think 
I  am  entitled  to  go  into  this  matter, 
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se^og'  that  this  is  a  Vote  for  military 
administratiou.  Of  eonrse,  I  am  in 
yoor  hands,  Sir. 

The  OHAIEMAN  :  This  Vote  is  for 
the  War  Office  and  the  Staff  of  the  War 
Department ;  it  does  not  embrace  any 
expenditure  of  the  kind  the  hon.  and 
ffallant  Qeatleman  refers  to. 

Sm  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  that  in 
roply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  liTerpool 
(Ifr.  Whitley),  who  had  referred  to  the 
Faymastera'  Department,  he  sliould  like 
to  offer  some  explanation.  In  the  first 
plaoe,  the  hon.  Member  had  recom- 
mended that  there  should  be  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  Fftymastere ;  and,  se- 
condly, he  had  expressed  himself  in 
favour  of  some  revision  of  the  relative 
honorary  rank  possessed  by  these  offi- 
cers. The  hon.  Member  had  asked  if 
the  Chief  Paymasters  could  not  be  in- 
creased to  20.  Well,  there  had  been  a 
earefol  revision  of  the  whole  of  the 
Ohief  Paymasters'  duties,  and  it  had 
resulted  in  the  issue  of  a  nev  Warrant 
under  which  the  number  of  Chief 
xnasters  was  iocreasedfrom  12to  Id.  He 
eoald  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  there 
was  no  desire  whatever  to  limit  the  ex- 
pense; but  they  had  been  bouud  to  con- 
sider what  were  the  duties  performed.  It 
had  been  found  that  it  was  not  the  case, 
as  had  been  contended  by  the  Pay- 
m asters  thenuelvef,  that  there  should 
always  be  a  Ohief  Paymaster  in  every 
district  whflve  there  was  a  Gteneral  Offi- 
cer. Three  stations  had  been  found  where 
Chief  Paymasters  were  required — Hong 
Kong,  Aidershot,  and  one  other  station 
which  he  did  not,  for  the  moment,  rem  em  - 
ber.  TotheseplacesOhtef  Paymastershad 
beenadded;  but  he  was  afraid  hecould  not 
hold  out  any  hope  of  tho  number  being 
extraded  beyond  15.  With  regard  to 
the  second  point,  which  was  that  the 
relative  rank  of  Staff  Paymasters  should 
be  altered,  and  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  given  to  them,  he  would  ex- 
plain the  position  as  to  the  honwary 
rank  of  the  offioers  in  the  Fay  Depart- 
ment after  five  years'  service.  At 
present  Chief  Paymasters  ranked  with 
liieatenaat  ColoniBls,  and  beoame  Co- 
lonels aftar  five  years.  The  Staff  Pay- 
masters ranked  with  Majors,  and  ordi- 
nary Paymasters  with  Captains.  It  was 
fmlj  very  recently  that  the  higher  hono- 
rary rank  had  been  given  to  Chief  Pay- 
masters, and  the  War  Office  Authorities 
felt,  after  consultation  with  the  Military 


Branch,  that  it  was  too  much  for  the 
Paymasters  to  expect  that  the  Lieutenant 
Colonels'  rank  should  be  given  to  the 
8taff  Paymasters  as  a  matter  of  right 
after  five  years'  service.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Baronet  the  Member  for  West 
Sussex  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  would 
bear  him  out  when  he  said  that  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  non-combatant 
officers  should  rank  immediately  after 
the  officers  commanding  regimental  dis- 
tricts. The  Staff  Paymaster  attached  to  a 
regimental  district  had  now  the  rank  of 
Major ;  were  he  given  the  honorary  rank 
of  lieutenant  Colonel  he  would  be  the 
senior  officer  in  the  regimental  district 
whenever  the  officer  commanding  was 
absent.  It  was  only  recently  t^t  the 
ranks  had  been  revised,  and  he  was 
sure  the  Military  Anthorities  would 
strongly  object  to  granting  this  hono- 
rary rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  after 
five  years'  service,  to  Staff  Paymasters. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
this  Vote  suggested  many  considerations 
on  different  points — so  many,  in  fact, 
that  he  would  uot  venture  to  detain  the 
Committee  on  more  than  two  or  three 
of  them.  He  should  like  to  offer  a  few 
remarks  with  reference  to  the  observa- 
tions of  one  or  two  hon.  and  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentlemen  who  had  preceded 
him.  With  regard  to  these  Military 
Staff  Clerks,  the  noble  Marquess  had 
hardly  caught  the  exact  drift  of  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  Member  for  0(d- 
chester  (Mr.  CauBton).  The  Vote  showed 
that,  whereas  there  were  onW  70  of 
these  clerks  employed  in  the  War  Office 
last  year,  there  were  now  82.  So  far 
the  Military  Staff  Clerks  had  little  reason 
to  complain,  because  the  authorities  at 
headquarters  had  shown  a  disposition  to 
utilize  their  services  so  far  as  possibly 
might  be.  The  noble  Marquess  was 
quite  right  in  saying  that  the  experi- 
ment which  hod  been  made  in  using 
these  men  for  clerical  duties  had  not 
been  altogether  successful;  but  the  com- 
plaint which,  as  he  understood  it,  the 
Staff  Clerks  made,  was  this— They  be- 
longed to  the  Staff  Corps,  and  were  un- 
like non-commissioned  offioers  ia  Line 
r^^iments,  in  so  far  as  they  could  not 
be  promoted  after  having  lost  their  hold 
upon  the  regiment.  However  long  a 
Staff  officer  of  the  Line  had  left  his  re- 

flment,  he  had  a  chance  of  promotion ; 
ut  not  BO  with  offioers  of  the  Staff  Corps 
and  this  was  all  the  more  h^,  because 
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the  cauee  of  their  leaviog  the  refpment 
for  the  positiooa  oCered  wan,  as  a  rale, 
owing  to  excellence  of  character  and 
superior  conduct  and  ability.  That  was 
a  very  juat  complaint,  and  he  hoped  that 
in  any  inquiry  the  noble  Marquess  in- 
stituted it  would  not  bo  lost  sight  of. 
Then,  as  to  the  position  of  the  writers. 
On  page  85  an  item  of  £6,500  would  be 
found— 

"  For  Fay  of  Writers  employed  from  time  to 
time  an  ocoaaion  arises  in  the  several  branches 
of  the  War  Office,  at  the  rate  of  \fid.  an  hour 
whilst  employed." 

Speaking  from  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  Department  of  the  work 
and  of  many  of  the  men  employed,  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  this  remuneration 
of  lOd.  an  hour  was  a  disgraceful  pit- 
tance for  the  services  these  men  ren- 
dered. Tenpenee,  he  believed,  was  the 
sum  originally  mentioned  in  the  Heport 
of  the  Committee  which  sat  upon  the 
general  question  of  the  employment  of 
clerks  in  the  Civil  Service ;  but  that  sum 
was  never  intended  as  a  maximum.  The 
original  experiment  was  a  payment  of 
\Qd.  or  1«.  an  hour,  he  forgot  which. 
These  men  had  been  employed  not 
merely  casually,  and  from  time  to  time, 
as  one  would  suppose  in  reading  this 
description,  but  many  of  them  bad  been 
employed  for  many  years.  They  had 
had  great  experience,  and  were  of  great 
value.  He  could  put  his  hand  on  men 
within  tho  walls  of  the  War  Office  who 
were  worth  twice  or  three  times  as  much 
asl  Ot/.  an  hour,  and  who,  nevertheless,  had 
been  working  on  for  years  with  no  pro- 
spectofan  increase  of  pay,  although  the 
cost  of  living;  had  iucreaseu  almost  daily, 
and  although  as  time  went  on  they,  of 
course,  advanced  in  years.  He  certainly 
did  think  that  in  a  large  Department  like 
the  War  Office,  where  so  many  men  were 
employed  as  writers  in  the  discharge  of 
useful  duties,  some  attention  ought  to 
be  given  to  their  claims  upon  tho  Trea- 
sury^ for  increased  remuneration.  As  to 
the  Civil  derks,  as  the  Committee  would 
obsrave,  they  were  put  indifferent  classes.. 
There  were  men  desoribed  as  "  clerks  " 
with  salaries  of  £500 ;  others  described 
as  "clerks,  upper  division,"  with  sa- 
laries of  £400 ;  and  then  there  were 
"  supplementary  clerks "  with  £300, 
and  "men  clerks"  with  £250.  The 
men  of  the  lower  division  were  more 
numerous  than  those  of  the  upper,  and 
their  salaries  were  limited  to  £250 — 
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that  was  the  maximum.  These  men  bad 
entered  the  Civil  Service  on  just  the 
same  terms  as  the  upper  division  clerks 
— men  who  were  receiving  two,  and 
sometimes  as  much  as  three  times  their 
amount  of  salary.  They  were  every  bit 
as  good  as  the  upper  division  clerks. 
Although  they  received  such  miserably 
small  salaries,  they  could  be  trusted  to 
do  any  work  which  was  done  by  any 
portion  of  the  Civil  Staff  in  the  War 
Office.  As  a  rule,  the  hardest  and 
heaviest  part  of  the  work  was  given 
them  to  do.  They  bad  less  leisure  than 
the  clerks  above  them ;  they  had  less 
leave,  and  in  every  respect  were  treated 
less  favourably.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
tho  upper  division  of  the  clerical  staff 
should  not  be  reduced  by  something 
over  100;  their  places,  or,  at  least,  half 
of  them,  being  replaced  by  the  men  of 
the  lower  division.  If  this  were  done, 
the  country  would  benefit  in  the  matter 
of  economy,  and  would  not  in  the  least 
suffer  in  the  matter  of  efficiency.  The 
men  of  the  lower  division  were  quite  as 
able  to  do  the  work  as  the  men  of  the 
upper  division ;  in  fact,  in  many  cases, 
they  wero  much  more  fit  for  superior 
duties.  So  much  for  these  clerks.  What 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant aspect  of  this  Vote  was  this — 
that  the  whole  of  the  increase  was  in 
the  Department  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  On  that  point  he  would  have  to 
find  occasion  more  favourable  for  offer- 
ing some  remarks,  for  at  that  period  of 
the  Session,  and  in  the  present  mood  of 
the  Hotise,  it  would  hardly  be  advisable 
to  raise  the  very  large  question  which 
might  well  bo  raised  in  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
If,  as  he  said  before,  the  occasion 
were  favourable,  he  should  be  prepared 
to  submit  to  the  House  that  the  position 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  the  War 
Office  was,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
cause  of  a  large  number  of  little  wars  in 
which  this  country  had  for  the  last  15  or 
'20  years  been  engaged.  They  had  had 
ware  on  the  Bed  River,  wars  aa  tiie  Gold 
Coast,  wars  against  the  Basutos,  wars 
against  the  Zwos,  in  the  Transvaal,  a 
raid  against  Abyssinia,  and  now  this 
descent  upon  Egypt.  If  it  were  not  for 
the  dominant  position  of  theCommander- 
in-Chief  he  believed  they  would  have 
been  spared  many  of  these  wars.  He 
believed  the  secret  of  their  ontering'into 
these  useless  and  far  from  honourable 
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enterpii^  was  to  be  traced  to  the  fact 
that  military  officers,  anxious  for  promo- 
tion,  anxious  for  an  increase  of  pay  and 
allowances,  tired  of  inaction  and  the 
irksomeness  of  an  idle  military  life, 
brought  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Military 
Authorities  at  headquarters  whenever 
there  was  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
a  quarrel,  and  so  launched  the  country 
into  a  line  of  action  which,  if  the  Civil 
element  at  the  War  Office  were  dominant 
as  it  ought  to  be,  would  never  have  been 
entered  upon.  But,  as  he  had  said 
before,  the  present  was  not  a  favourable 
opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  this 
matter,  and  he  would  not  venture  to  go 
further  into  it.  With  regard  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  he  begged 
to  remind  the  Committee  that  when  the 
Army  Votes  were  first  taken  in  Com- 
mittee hon.  Members  were  not  allowed 
a  fair  opportunity  of  discussing  many 
things  which  they  were  desirous  of 
having  thrashed  out.  Amongst  other 
questions  he  had  'wished  to  discuss  was 
the  question  of  the  Biding  Establish- 
ment at  Woolwich,  and  this  the  noble 
Marquess  had  promised  to  look  into  be- 
tween that  date  and  this.  Earlier  on  he 
Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  had  ^iven  his  reasons 
or  believing  that  the  Riding  Establish- 
ment at  Woolwich — which  cost  some 
£5,000  or  £6,000  a-year— was  perfectly 
useless,  and  was  a  thorough  waste  of 
public  money,  keeping  a  large  number 
of  men  in  a  comparatively  idle  life.  He 
had  shown,  in  fact,  that  the  establish- 
ment had  nothing  whatever  to  justify  its 
continuance.  The  noble  Marquess  had 
said  he  was  not  acquainted  with  its 
detuls,  or  even  with  its  raiton  d^itre,  and 
had  promised  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 
But  although  the  noble  Marquess  had 
had  two  or  three  opportunities  of  speak- 
ing since  then,  he  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  had 
noticed  that  he  had  said  nothing  about 
the  matter.  He  would  ask  the  noble  Mar- 
quess to  say  something  upon  it  now. 

The  Maequess  of  HAETINQTON: 
The  hon.  Member  says  that  the  increase 
in  this  Vote  is  due  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chiefs  Office. 

Me.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR:  Almost 
all  the  increase. 

Tub  Mauqubss  op  HiVRTINGTON : 
That  point  has  been  raised  and  answered 
already.  The  increase  in  the  Comman- 
der-in-ChieTs  Department  is  only  a 
nominal  one.   Itiaowingto  the  tranAfw 
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of  certain  of  the  CommisBariat  Staflf  to 
the  Commander-in-Chiers  Department 
from  the  Department  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Ordnance.  That  has 
been  done  beoause  the  Staff  has  been 
under  the  Oommander-iu-Chief.  Being 
under  his  direction,  it  is  only  right  that 
the  transfer  in  theVoteehould  takeplace. 
With  regard  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
remarks  as  to  the  Riding;  Establishment 
at  Woolwich,  immediately  after  the  dis- 
cussion to  which  he  refers  I  called  for  a 
Report  on  the  subject.  That  Report  has 
been  received,  a3ad  has  been  more  or 
less  under  discussion;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  possible  to  make  any  changes 
until  next  year's  Estimates  are  under 
consideration.  The  subject  is  not  one 
of  pressing  importance,  and  I  cannot  say 
that  I  have  examined  into  it  very  care- 
fully. I  wiU  do  so,  howevfflr,  when  next 
year's  Estimates  are  io  course  of  pre- 
paration. The  hon.  Member  has  re- 
ferred to  the  great  disparity  between 
the  salaries  and  position  of  the  clerks  in 
the  upper  division  and  those  of  the  clerks 
in  the  lower  division,  and  he  has  called 
attention  to  the  large  number  of  men 
clerks  in  the  lower  division.  This  dis- 
parity is  not  due  to  the  present  War 
Office,  but  is  owing  to  the  system  in- 
augurated by  our  Predecessors ;  besides, 
it  applies  to  all  Departments,  and  is  not 
pecuuar  to  the  War  Office.  I  believe 
the  lower  division  derks  do  not  accept 
service  on  the  same  conditions  or  in  the 
same  division  as  tho  upper  division 
clerks.  I  believe  these  changes  were 
introduced  in  consequence  of  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  presided  over  by  the 
right  hon.  G^tleman  ^e  Member  for 
the  Univeruty  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon 
Flayfair).  Several  improvements  hare 
been  made  in  the  position  of  the  lower 
division  clerks,  who  are  now  sometimes 
allowed  to  become  clerks  in  the  higher 
division.  But  this  is  not  their  right, 
seeing  that  they  accepted  the  positions 
they  hold  in  the  lower  division  under 
well-defined  terms.  The  War  Office  had 
no  control  over  the  appoiotment  or  the 
pay  of  the  writers.  Whenever  assistance 
of  that  kind  is  wanted,  application  is 
made  to  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners 
to  furnish  the  War  Department  with  the 
required  number  of  writers,  who  are 
paid  according  to  rule,  and  in  whose 
rate  of  remuneration  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  War  Office  to  make  any 
alteraticm, 
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Me.  a.  F.  EGEETON  said  the  noble 
Marquess  had  certainly  stated  correctly 
the  practice  at  the  "War  Office  with 
regard  to  the  writers  being  furnished  to 
the  Department  by  the  Civil  Service 
Gommissioners;  yet  he  (Mr.  Egerton^ 
thoroughly  endoreed  what  had  been  said 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's  County 
(Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  with  regard  to  that 
practice  not  working  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  No  one,  he  believed,  would 
say  that  it  did  work  satisfactorily.  He 
agreed  also  with  the  hon.  Member  in 
saying  that  the  breach,  or  dirisioiL, 
which  separated  the  upper  from  the 
lower  division  olerks  was  much  too  wide, 
and  that  there  ought  to  be  some  better 
and  easier  means  of  bridging  it  over 
than  at  present  existed.  He  had  heard 
it  said  that  there  were  many  gentlemen 
iu  the  lower  division  perfectly  capable  of 
performing  higher  duties  in  the  Office 
than  those  which  they  had  to  perform  ; 
but  that  it  was  under  the  present  system 
quite  impossible  for  them  to  jump  over 
the  gap  between  them  and  the  clerks  of 
the  higher  grade.  He  ventured  to  hope 
that  before  long  there  might  be  a  tho- 
rough investigation  of,  and  inquiry  into, 
the  working  of  the  Flayfair  system.  He 
thought  that  inquiry  ought  to  be  held  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  that  it  would  result 
in  good  to  the  Service.  With  regard  to 
the  pay  of  the  writers,  he  thought  lOi. 
an  hour  was  a  very  miserable  pittance, 
and  that  there  ought  to  be  some  means 
by  which  these  pereons  could  be  ad- 
vanced by  selection.  There  were  some 
writers  perfectly  capable  of  performing 
much  higher  duties  than  those  for  which 
they  had  been  engaged,  and  in  some  of 
the  Public  Offices  those  higher  duties 
were  entrusted  to  them  with  advantage. 
There  were  many  cases  of  the  kind,  and 
from  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
arrangement  he  ventured  to  think  that 
the  whole  system  with  regard  to  the 
employment  of  writers  would  soon  have 
to  be  carefully  considered. 

Mb.  EYLANDS  said,  he  was  very 
much  disposed  to  think,  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  A.  F.  Egerton), 
that  the  whole  arrangement  between  the 
Civil  Sernoe  Gommissioners  and  the 
War  Department  required  reconsidera- 
tion. He  remembered  several  occasions 
on  which  questions  relating  to  Public 
Offices  were  before  Parliament.  It  had 
been  urged  that  by  reconsideration  and 
reconstruction  in  the  Office  certain  eco- 


nomies miffht  be  effected ;  that  certain 
clerks  should  be  removed,  and  a  staff  of 
a  more  efficient  character  organized.  It 
was  believed  that,  although  some  charge 
might  be  incurred  for  pensions,  in  the 
long  run  economy  would  be  effected  by 
reducing  the  number  of  officials  em- 
ployed. But  those  prospects  had  been 
falsified.  The  Vote  went  on,  gradually 
creeping  up  in  the  number  of  clerks  em- 
ployed,  and  in  the  amount  paid  to  them. 
Now,  it  was  his  impression  that  they 
did  not  get  as  much  work  out  of  those 
in  the  Fablio  Service  as  they  ought  to 
do ;  he  believed  that  to  be  the  case  as  a 
role.  He  referred  to  gentlemen  who 
were  placed  in  the  highest  class,  favoured 
servants  of  the  Crown,  who  had  a  great 
many  advantages  in  pay  and  short  hours, 
and  who  were  allowed  to  play  the  part, 
in  short,  of  the  aristocracy  of  the  Public 
Service.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
lower  class  there  were  men  who  were 
expected  to  work  more  regularly,  who 
had  no  hope  of  future  advanoementf 
who  received  less  pay,  and,  no  doubt, 
represented  the  lower  class  of  the  PubUo 
Service.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
(Mr.  A.  F.  Egerton)  that  the  strong  line  of 
demarcation  between  these  higUy  paid 
and  indulged  servants  the  hi«her 
class  and  a  large  number  of  men  of  the 
lower  class  was  open  to  serious  objec- 
tion. He  thought,  of  course,  that  the 
noble  Marquess  was  right  in  saying  that 
it  was  veiy  necessary  to  secure  for  the 
Public  Service  men  whose  qualifications 
were  fitted  to  the  higher  work  of  the 
Departments  by  some  such  distinetions 
as  those  which  existed.  But  the  point 
was  that  they  should  give  a  stimulus  to 
men  in  the  Service  to  devote  themselves 
with  earnestness  and  zeal  to  the  public 
interest;  and  if,  combined  with  that,  they 
showed  greater  capacity,  they  ought  to  be 
able  to  rise  to  the  higher  positions,  if  the 
chance  were  open  to  them,  no  matter 
what  their  qualifications  were  at  firsts 
because  that  was  a  matter  of  little  con- 
set^uenoe,  what  was  to  be  looked  to 
being  the  qualities  they  (Usplayed  after- 
wari^.  He  thought  that  greater  oppor- 
tunities should  be  given  for  the  promo- 
tion of  these  men.  He  should  be  glad 
if  the  whole  position  of  clerks  under  the 
"PlAjtait  scheme  were  investiKated  by  a 
Oommittee  of  the  House,  whi(^  he  would 
prefer  to  a  Departmental  Committee  aa 
being  better  able  to  ju^ge  whether  the 
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arrangements  for  the  PabHo  Service 
might  not  be  improTed,  so  as  to  give  more 
hope  ol  adTancement  to  the  ta^loyit, 
aad,  at  the  same  time,  hare  a  beneficial 
effect  npon  the  Fnblic  Expenditare.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Queers  Oounty  (Mr. 
A.  O'Connor)  had  gone  down,  not  only 
to  the  lower,  but  to  tJie  lowest,  stratum 
of  the  Public  Service,  the  writers,  and 
he  complained  that  those  gentlemen  were 
only  paid  \(id.  an  hour,  no  doubt  a  small 
sum  to  work  for,  and  it  might  be  said 
that  their  position  was  a  hard  one.  But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  State 
was  not  bound  to  give  more  than  the 
market  value  for  such  work,  although 
he  could  quite  understand,  and  he  should 
be  willing  to  see,  a  higher  rate,  even 
St.  an  hour,  paid  for  work  of  a  certain 
kind  perfectly  weU  done.  With  regard 
to  the  other  points,  he  thought  every 
man  in  the  establishment  ought  to  have 
A  chance  of  rising  to  the  highest  posi- 
tion, if  he  showed  attention,  zeal,  and 
sbiUty  to  discharge  the  duties ;  and, 
tiiereiore,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  the 
whole  matter  carefully  inquired  into, 
first  of  all,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Rayfair  scheme  ought  to  be  retained  in 
its  integrity;  secondly,  whether  it  should 
be  modified ;  and,  thirdly,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Public  Service  was  not  over- 
manned. 

Sni  HENRY  HOLLAND  desired  to 
protest  against  the  statements  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Burnloy  (Mr. 
Hylands),  that  the  first  class  clerks  were 
too  highly  paid,  and  that  they  were 
•'indulged."  He  had  had  some  years 
of  ofBcial  experience,  and  he  could  dis- 
^cHy  assert  that  such  allegations  were 
qnite  contrary  to  the  facts.  No  class  of 
pubKo  servants  did  their  duty  more 
efficiently,  and  more  to  the  satisfaction 
of  their  superiors,  than  these  first  class 
clerks;  ana  he  was  siire  tkat  all  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments  would  con- 
firm that  view.  He  was  not  particu- 
larly wedded  to  the  Playfair  scheme, 
nor  should  he  object  to  an  inqmry  by  a 
Oommitteo  as  to  the  working  of  that 
scheme,  if  it  should  be  thought  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  such  an  inquiry 
might  be  advantageously  made ;  but  he 
must  remind  hon.  Members  who  had 
taken  up  the  case  of  the  second  class 
clerks,  and  had  dwelt  upon  the  hardship 
inflicted  upon  them  by  not  allowing 
them  to  be  promoted  into  the  upper 
diTirion,  that  these  clerks  had  entered 


the  Public  Service  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  their  position  and  chances.  Without 
at  all  underrating  the  work  done  by 
these  derkB,.and  their  zeal,  and  without 
affirming  that  in  no  case  should  pro- 
motion be  made  in  very  deserving  cases 
to  the  higher  class,  he  ^ubted  very  much 
whether  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
the  Public  Service  that  there  should  be 
any  claim  or  supposed  claim  on  the  part 
of  these  clerks  to  promotion  upon  a 
vacancy  in  the  higher  division.  Such  a 
claim  would  necessarily  lead  to  the  pro- 
motion in  every  case  of  a  lower  division 
clerk. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
trusted  he  should  not  be  supposed  to 
disparage  the  services  of  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  clerks  in  the  War  Office. 
His  contention  was  that  the  lower  class 
clerks  were  not  treated  fairly  in  respect 
of  having  to  do  the  same  work  and 
getting  less  pay  for  it  than  others  sitting 
in  the  same  room  perhaps.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Rylands)  said 
he  would  take  men  into  the  Office  at  the 
market  price  for  their  services,  and  that 
when  they  were  taken  in  he  would  give 
them  every  prospect  of  rising,  if  their 
ability  and  assiduity  showed^ them  to 
be  worthy  of  promotion ;  but  his  (Mr. 
A.  O'Connor's)  complaint  with  regard  to 
the  writers  was  that,  although  they 
were  taken  into  the  Office  at  a  low 
market  price  of  \Qd.  an  hour,  if  they 
worked  for  15  or  16  years  they  had  no 
increase  of  pay,  although  they  gave 
good  and  valuable  service,  and  their  ex- 
perience every  year  became  more  valu- 
able to  the  public.  Nor  had  th^  any 
chance  of  promotion,  or  of  improvement 
in  their  position.  He  knew  very  well 
that  the  writers  were  worth  a  great  deal 
more  than  \0d.  an  hour,  and  that  the 
clerks  in  the  War  Office  would  be  very 
sorry  to  lose  Uieir  services ;  if  they  were 
withdrawn  they  would  very  soon  want 
to  know  why  they  were  taken  away,  and 
would  find  it  Tery  difficult  to  get  through 
their  work  without  their  assistance.  The 
work  they  had  to  do  was  of  an  important 
character,  and  required  a  certain  amount 
of  official  experience  for  its  proper  exe- 
cution ;  and  yet  there  were  men  of  14 
and  15  years'  service  having  no  hope  of 
promotion,  and  receiving  no  more  pay 
than  they  did  when  they  first  came  into 
the  Office.  He  considered  it  unjust  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasury  to  resist  the 
appUcaUon  tor  imjroTom^^^^ 
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pomtion  on  the  part  of  men  who,  after 
a  long  period  of  service,  had  become  of 
great  Talae  to  the  public. 

(3.)  f20,300,  Bewarda  for  Distin- 
guished Services. 

Sir  JOHN  HAT  said,  he  proposed  to 
move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by 
£  1 , 300,  iu  order  that  he  might  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  reward  for 
meritorious  serrices  here  proposed  was 
not  the  only  reward  bestowed  upon  such 
serrioeB,  nor  was  it  the  best  mode  in 
which  they  might  be  recognized.  Ab  a 
matter  of  fact,  a  Vote  for  money,  as  a 
reward  for  meritorious  services,  was  one 
very  just  and  proper  w^y  of  treating 
them;  but  there  were  some  kinds  of 
meritorious  services  which  had  always 
been  rewarded  by  a  Tote  of  Thanks  tn 
that  House.  That,  in  his  opinion,  was 
a  more  excellent  way  of  proceeding  in 
reference  to  the  Army.  This  was  the 
first  occasion,  he  beheved,  when  the 
courtesy  of  the  House  bad  not  been  ex- 
tended to  a  private  Member  who  had 
offered  to  its  consideration  a  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  the  Army  for  distinguished 
services  rendered  in  the  field.  Accord- 
ing to  the  authority  of  Sir  Erskine  May, 
that  courtesy  had  been  extended  on  two 
former  occasions — in  1803  to  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, and  in  1828  to  Mr.  Hobhonse; 
and  he  believed  that  if  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  services  rendered  in  the 
Soudan  it  would  have  gladly  passed  a 
Yote  of  Thanks. 

The  GHAIBMAN  pointed  out  to  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  (Gentleman  that 
that  Committee  had  no  power  whatever 
to  deal  with  the  subject  he  was  discuss- 
ing, which  was  one  solely  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was  not 
in  Order  in  discussing  on  this  Vote  the 
subject  of  a  Motion  he  had  placed  on 
the  Paper. 

Sm  JOHN  HAT  said,  he  proposed  to 

I'ustify  his  proposal  to  reduce  the  Vote 
>y  £1,300  by  pointing  out  that  this  was 
not  the  best  manner  in  which  reward 
could  be  offered  fur  the  distinguished 
services  to  which  he  was  about  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee.  Vei^ 
recently  in  the  Soudan  certain  men- 
torioos  services  had  been  performed,  and 
it  had  been  stated  that  the  War  Office 
and  the  Admiralty  had  alike  proposed  to 

Mr,  Arthur  (yComur 


recognize  thoee  services  by  giving  Borns 

of  money;  but  he  oould  not  find  any 
trace  of  tfae  sums  voted  by  Parliament 
for  such  services  rendered.  Thus,  Mem- 
bers were  deprived  of  any  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  opinion  on  those 
services.  He  believed  this  was  an  un- 
usual course,  and  he  could  find  no 
parallel  case  in  which  a  large  sum  of 
money  had  been  paid  to  the  Navy  or  the 
Army  while  no  charge  was  submitted  to 
the  House.  No  doubt,  the  only  oppor- 
tunity which  Members  of  the  House  had 
for  considering  services  rendered  was  on 
Vote  1.  That  opportunity  was  taken, 
for  asking  the  House  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  bestow  on  persons  who  ren- 
dered these  services ;  and  yet  they  were 
infonned  that  money  had  been  paid  by 
the  Admiralty  and  theWar  Office  without 
any  Vote  being  taken  in  that  House.  He 
ventured  to  say  there  were  many  in  that 
House  who  would  gladly  have  voted  the 
money,  and  it  was  strange  that  there 
should  be  no  trace  of  a  Vote  for  the 
money  which  they  knew  had  been 
paid. 

The  Marqukss  op  HARTINGTON  : 
If  a  Vote  had  been  taken  for  a  gratuity, 
it  would  have  been  in  Vote  15  fur  Mis- 
cellaneous Services.  It  could  not  pos- 
sibly come  under  a  Vote  for  Non-Effec- 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  said,  it  was  desirable 
that  the  House  or  Qke  Committee  should, 
in  some  wajr  or  other,  understuid  how, 
where,  and  when  the  rewards  were  to 
be  given  for  the  most  distinguiBhed  ser- 
vices which  had  recently  oceurred  in  the 
Soudan.  The  Army  was  fighting  in  a 
space  50  miles  square ;  within  that  space 
nine  battles  had  been  fought.  Amongst 
those  battles  were  the  two  victories 
gained  by  General  Graham  which  en- 
titled him,  and  the  officers  and  men 
servingwith  him,  to  the  thanks,  not  only 
of  the  House,  but  of  the  country.  Those 
two  victories  involved  the  destruction  of 
20,000  lives,  and  retrieved  the  honour 
of  the  English  name  in  the  Soudan.  No 
doubt,  the  presiige  of  England  had 
been  sadly  shaken  by  previous  defeats, 
and  the  enormous  loss  of  life  which  they 
entailed ;  but  General  Graham,  with 
an  imperfect  force  of  4,000  picked  up 
haphazard,  was  sent  down,  and  he,  in 
the  most  gallant  mtmner,  succeeded  in 
defeating  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  in  a 
manner  beyond  all  praise,  ^at  was 
decidedly  one  of  thoee  distiiigBieiied 
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services  for  which  the  thanks  of  tlie 
House  had  been  formerly  given. 

The  CHATBMAN  said,  he  could  not 
understand  how  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  connected  his  statements 
with  the  redaction  of  the  Vote. 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  said,  his  object  was 
to  point  out  that  there  was  a  more  ex- 
cellent way  of  rewarding  these  services 
than  that  which  the  war  Office  had 
adopted.  He,  therefore,  thought  it 
right  to  call  attention  to  these  distin- 
guislied  services  which  were  being  re- 
warded in  so  imperfect  a  manner. 

The  Mabqttess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  those  services  could  not  be  con- 
sidered under  this  Vote.  The  Vote  could 
have  no  possible  reference  to  the  services 
to  which  the  right  hon.  end  gallant 
Gentleman  referred,  because  it  was 
framed  before  the  battles  were  fought. 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  asked  on  what  Vote 
It  would  be  possible  to  call  attention  to 
rewards  which  bad  beeng^ven,  and  were 
now  being  given,  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  for  the  distin- 
fpiished  services  for  whtch  the  House 
Had  not  been  allowed  to  thank  them  ? 

Thb  Maequess  of  HAETINGTON 
said,  he  did  not  think  it  was  altogether 
his  duty  to  tell  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  under  what  Vote  he 
would  be  able  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  a  particular  question ; 
but  he  imagined  that  the  best  plan  to 
adopt  would  be  to  move  a  substantive 
Motion,  or  to  propose  a  Besolution  on 
the  Motion  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply.  The  question  of  a  Vote  of 
Thanks  did  not  appear  to  be  relevant 
to  any  particular  Vote  of  the  Army  Esti- 
mates. 

Snt  JOHN  HAY  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  interfere  with  the  Ohairman's  ruling, 
or  to  detain  the  Committee.  He  had 
given  Notice  of  a  Vote  of  Thanks ;  he 
had  been  refused  by  the  Government  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  it  forward ;  and 
it  was  not  his  fault  if,  having  given 
Notice  of  it,  he  was  not  permitted  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  or  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  distinguished  services  re- 
cently rendered  by  the  Army  and  Navy. 
He  would  not  interfere  with  the  Chair- 
man's mKng;  but  he  should  endeavour, 
upon  the  last  day  of  the  Session,  to  give 
effect  to  the  Mx)tion  which  he  now  had 
npon  the  Paper.  ■ 


(4.)  £77,000,  Half  Pay. 

(5.)  £1,193,900,  Betired  Pay,  ^ 

Snt  WALTER  B.  BABTTELOT 
said,  he  had  one  remark  to  make  upon 
this  Vote,  inasmuch  as  it  brought  dearly 
to  view  the  cost  of  the  abolition  of  pur- 
chase. He  had  in  his  hand  a  Return 
which  the  House  had  granted  upon  his 
proposition.  From  that  Return  it  ap- 
peared that  they  had  already  paid  in 
hard  cash  £6,444,771  '5«.  4y.  for  the 
abolition  of  purchase  ;  and  it  was  esti- 
mated in  that  Return  what  it  would  cost 
the  country  up  to  the  year  1903.  In 
1883-4  the  charge  was  £287,106  half- 
pay  and  retired  pay  to  General  Officers ; 
£341,365,  halfway  and  retired  pay  to 
Regimental  Officers;  £12,000  for  re- 
wards for  distinguished  services,  and 
£118,600  for  payments  awarded  b^  the 
Army  Purchase  Commiauon,  making  a 
total  for  that  year  of  £758,971.  The 
Return  showed  that  in  1902-3  the  half< 
pay  and  retired  pay  of  General  Offi- 
cers would  be  £174,876,  the  half-pay 
and  retired  pay  of  Regimental  Officers 
£894,208,  rewards  for  distinguished  ser- 
vices £10,000,  and  payments  under  the 
awards  of  the  Army  Purchase  Commis- 
sioners £17,800,  m^ing  a  total  for  that 
year  of  £1,096,884,  and  a  grand  total 
from  1883  to  1903,  irrespective  of  the 
£6,444,771  already  paid,  of  £18,019,398. 
He  merely  mentioned  that  to  show  the 
cost  the  country  had  been  and  would  be 
put  to  by  the  abolition  of  purchase. 
There  were,  of  course,  certain  payments 
made  before  the  abolition  of  purchase ; 
but  into  those  he  would  not  now  enter. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  if  they 
had  been  wiser  in  their  generation,  and 
had  returned  the  r^^lation  money,  as 
was  proposed  at  the  time,  they  would  not 
have  had  anything  like  this  enormoiu 
sum  of  money  to  pay.  He  did  not  wish 
to  say  anything  more ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  right  the  country  should  know 
what  it  had  paid  and  would  have  to  pay 
for  the  abolition  of  purchase  in  the 
Army. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  wished  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  injustice  of  the  retirement  scheme 
which  was  introduced  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment about  seven  years  ago.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Hartington)  was  responsible  for 
tiie  sdieme :  indeed,  the  nol 
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went  as  strongly  aB  he  oould  gainst  the 
acheme,  and  took  a  Division  against  it. 
Under  the  retirement  eoheme  captains 
-were  to  be  oompulBorily  retired  at  about 
40  years  of  age,  and  majors  at  about  44 
or  45.  That  scheme,  if  it  was  unjust 
and  foolish,  was  consistent ;  but  now 
the  scheme  had  been  made  thoroughly 
inconsistent  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Under  a  new  Regulation,  which  he 
(Colonel  Nolan)  thought  it  was  very 
probable  had  been  issued  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Oommander-in-Chief,  cap- 
tains were  s^  to  be  oompulsorily  re- 
tired at  40 ;  but  majors  were  not  to  be 
allowed  to  retire  at  44  or  45.  The  effect 
of  that,  of  course,  was  that  they  would 
compel  some  men  to  serve  beyond  45, 
while  they  would  compel  other  men  to 
retire  at  40.  It  might  be  said  that  the 
new  Sule  would  not  be  operative  ;  but 
the  Secretary  of  Stato  for  War  had  an- 
nounced that  he  had  taken  the  power 
to  himself,  and  he  meant  to  put  it  in 
force  in  certain  cases.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess would  not  allow  a  major  to  retire 
at  44  or  45 ;  but  he  would  compel  a 
captain  to  retire  at  40.  It  was  ridicu- 
lous to  say  there  was  any  difference  be- 
tween captains  and  m^ors.  There  was, 
practically,  no  difference  between  them ; 
and  if  captains  were  too  old  for  service 
at  40,  surely  majors  were  too  old  at  44 
or  45.  He  thought  it  was  very  silly  to 
compel  officers  to  retire  at  40  or  45 ;  it 
was  an  aztraragant  system,  and  it  had, 
to  a  great  extent,  prevented  the  Army 
being  as  good  a  Profession  as  it  was 
formerly.  If  they  had  a  scheme  of 
retirement,  it  ought  to  be  a  consistent 
one.  The  present  state  of  things  re- 
quired amendment,  or,  at  least^  an  ex- 
planation. 

Sir  ALKXANDEB  GORDON  said, 
the  compulsory  retirement  of  ofiB.cer8 
at  40  years  of  age  was  as  injurious  to 
the  State  as  it  was  unjust  to  the  indi- 
vidual officers  of  the  Service.  Under 
the  scheme  to  which  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  (Colonel  Nolan)  had 
referred,  the  State  lost  the  services  of 
men  at  the  very  prime  of  their  lives — 
lost  the  services  of  the  very  men  who 
were  wanted  to  fight  their  battles ;  men 
who  had  seen  difficult  service  were  sent 
about  their  biuinesa  in  order  that  their 
places  might  be  filled  by  young  ensigns 
end  hoyt.  He  was  aware  that  up  to  the 
present  time  nothing  had  been  done  to 
alter  the  new  Begulation;  but  the  Be- 


gulation  was  made  by  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Childers) 
some  few  years  ago,  and  it  must  hold 
sway  for  some  time.  He  (Sir  Alexander 
Gordon)  was  satisfied  that  the  day  would 
come  when  the  country  would  not  allow 
the  Eule  to  be  carried  out  of  compelling 
men  who  were  of  the  greatest  value  to 
the  Service  to  retire  at  40  years  of  age. 
His  chief  object  in  rising,  however,  was 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  large  increase  in  the  Yote  whicb 
they  were  now  considering.  The  increase 
over  last  year  was  no  less  than  £59,844, 
There  was  a  steady  yearly  inorease  ia 
the  Non-Effective  vote  for  the  Axmy. 
The  Committee  would  find  that  for 
1877-8  the  Estimate  for  the  Non-Efi^ec- 
tive  Services  was  £1,986,069 ;  this  year 
it  was  £3,714,274,  a  difference  of 
£1,700,000.  It  was  really  worth  the 
while  of  the  Committoe  to  consider  why 
this  increase  took  place.  Perhaps  hon. 
Members  who  did  not  follow  up  tiie 
matter  were  not  aware  that  the  taxation 
of  the  country  hod  increased  steadily  by 
£1,000,000  a-yoer  for  the  Uat  10  years. 
The  taxation  was  now  £10,000.000  more 
than  it  was  10  years  ago,  and  there 
was  no  security  that  in  the  next  1 0  years 
the  taxation  would  not  increase  by  fUL* 
other  £10,000,000.  The  Committee 
ought,  on  occasions  like  the  present,  to 
do  all  they  could  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  country.  A  few  years  ago 
he  drew  the  attention  of  the  Oommittee 
to  the  inorease  in  the  Non-Effective 
Vote ;  and  Mr.  Gathorne  Hardy,  who 
was  Uien  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
said — *'0h,  this  is  a  Yote  over  which  we 
have  no  control ;  and  we  cannot  help  the 
inorease."  Buthe(Sir  Alexander  Gordon) 
could  not  accept  this  dictum.  The  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Hartiugton) 
ought  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  the 
Non-£ffective  Yote  as  to  the  Effective 
Yote.  The  year  before  Viscount  Cardwell 
left  the  War  Office,  the  Army  Estimates 
amounted  to  £11,600,000;  now  they 
reached£18,500,000.  In  that  short  time 
the  Army  Estimates  had  increased  by 
such  an  enormous  amount.  Every  year 
the  Army  Estimates  increased  by  wout 
£500, 000 ;  surely  something  ought  to  be 
done  in  tiie  direction  of  retrenchment. 
The  Committee  met,  and  talked  matters 
over;  but  they  were  actually  powwless  to 
check  the  War  Offioe.  The  Army  ridi- 
culed the  discussion  on  the  Army  Esti- 
mates, because  they  knw  that  aotiiii^ 
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was  ever  done  either  to  improre  the 
poBitton  or  comfort  of  the  Armj,  or  to 
make  any  effective  redaction.  The  net  in- 
crease in  this  Vote  in  the  last  1 9  months 
was  £59,000.  He  trusted  that  some  ex- 
planation would  be  given  of  that  increase. 

Siu  OEOBQE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
had  alwuTS  regarded  the  retirement 
system  as  an  extravagant  Sjrstem.  In 
ms  opinion,  the  eountry  ought  to  receive 
something  more  for  its  money — aome- 
thing,  say,  in  the  shape  of  KoMxre  offl* 
cers.  He  only  rose  to  make  one  aug> 
gestion,  and  it  was  that  if  the  retirement 
system  must  go  on,  the  retired  officers 
ought  to  ^  to  the  Iteserve.  The  officers 
were  retired  with  coosiderable  pay ; 
therefore,  why  should  they  not  be  re- 
quired to  join  the  Militia,  tmd  thus  do  a 
modionm  of  service  P 

Tee  MABaiTBSs  of  HABTINGTON 
said,  that,  in  replying  to  the  observa- 
tions of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire  (Sir 
AlexanderGordon),  hewas  afraid  hecould 
only  repeat  what  Mr.  Oathome  Hardy 
said  years  ago — ^namely,  that  this  was  a 
Vote  over  which  the  Govranment  had 
no  control.  Whether  the  present  system 
of  retirement  was  a  good  one  or  an  ez- 
traragant  ene,  it  -wm  deliberately  intro- 
duced by  the  Government  Of  the  day, 
aid  sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons  ;  and,  therefcHre,  the  matter  had 
passed  entirely  ont  of  the  control  of  the 
Government.  Parliament,  of  coarse, 
must  provide  the  necessary  funds.  He 
nnderstood  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Galway  (Oolonel 
Nolan)  to  oall  attention  to  a  statement 
he  (the  Marqness  of  Hartington)  made 
the  other  day  on  the  subject  of  suspen- 
sion of  voluntary  retirement,  and  to 
make  a  comparison  between  the  oondi- 
tion  of  compulsorj  and  voluntary  retire- 
ment. No  alteration  oould  be  made  in 
ike  system  of  compulsory  retirement 
without  very  serious  consideration.  If 
any  change  were  now  made,  the  officers 
who  had  already  been  oompnlsorily  re- 
tired would  have  very  great  ground  of 
complaint.  They  would  argue  that  they 
had  been  treated  more  unfairly  tiian 
th^r  BUoeeBsoaFS.  On  the  other  hand, 
as  he  said  the  othw  day  in  answer  to 
a  Question,  voluntary  retirement  was 
still  at  the  discretion  of  the  Seeretary  of 
State  for  War  and  the  Commander-in- 
Ohief,  sad  the  system  was  created  for 
^e  express  purpose  of  equiUiong,  aa  far 


as  possible,  the  rate  of  promotion  in  the 
different  corps  of  the  Army.  It  was 
always  understood  that  voluntary  retire- 
ment would  be  need,  according  as  it 
became  desirable,  either  to  stimulate 
or  to  check  promotion  in  the  Army. 
Under  the  circumstaQces  he  stated  the 
other  day,  it  was  now  found  necessary 
to  check  somewhat  the  undue  and  ab- 
normal rate  of  promotion  which  was 
going  on  in  the  diffisrent  ooips,  and  that 
was  being  done  by  means  of  tile  system 
of  Toluntety  retirement. 

Oolonel  -NOLAN,  said,  the  noble 
Marquess  did  not  arg^ie  that  it  was 
better  to  retire  officers  oompnlsorily  at 
40  years  of  age  than  to  allow  them  to 
remain  in  the  Service  longer;  he  had 
simply  ai^ued  that  the  law  would  not 
allow  him  to  chauge  matters;  he  must 
retire  oaptfUns  at  40,  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong,  though  he  was  allowed 
to  prevent  other  officers  retiring  at  45. 
That  was  the  noble  Marquesa^s  case; 
he  did  not  argue  the  case  on  its  merits. 
The  noble  Marquess  virtually  contended 
that  he  was  bound  by  law  to  retire  cap- 
tains at  40;  but,  in  order  to  regulate 
promotion,  he  oould  prevent  majors  re- 
tiring at  44  or  45.  Hard  oases  made 
bad  laws.  The  noble  Harqueae  was  in 
the  minOTity  when  the  law  was  passed, 
and  he  voted  against  it.  He  did  not 
approve  of  the  law ;  and,  thnefore,  he 
ought  to  alter  the  scheme,  it  neoessajT, 
by  legislation.  In  one  way,  it  would 
be  hatil  on  the  men  who  had  been  re- 
tired at  40;  but  no  injustice  would  be 
done  if  the  noble  Marquess  were  now 
to  raise  the  age  of  compulsory  retire- 
ment of  captains  to  42,  43,  44  or  45. 
It  would  be  rather  cheaper  to  let 
captains  continue  longer  in  the  Ser- 
vice, and  let  majors  retire  earlier.  The 
present  scheme  was  extravagant,  be- 
cause 40  years  was  too  young  an 
age  to  put  men  out  of  their  Profes- 
sion. An  officer  was  quite  fit  for  duty 
at  55,  so  that  it  must  be  extravagant  to 
retire  him  compnlsorily  15  years  earlier 
than  was  necessary.  The  nation  was 
the  sufferer  in  every  respect ;  the  charge* 
imposed  on  the  nation  in  consequence 
of  this  retirement  scheme  increased  hf 
£15,000  and  £20,000  every  year.  The 
chaise  would  increase  year  by  year; 
indeed,  it  would  not  find  its  level  fop 
10  or  15  years  to  come.  This  extrava- 
gant scheme  would  have  to  be  remedied 
sooner  or  later.  _        ,  • 
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Mb.  RYLANDS  reoolleoted  perfectly 
veil  that  when  the  retirement  scheme  in 
question  was  before  the  House  some 
years  ago,  it  waa  veiy  strongly  opposed 
by  several  faon.  Members.  Nothing 
ooold  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  that 
they  should  have  a  Yote  which  was  in- 
creasing erery  year  under  conditions 
which  even  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Hartington)  himself  could 
not  Bay  were  calculated  to  improre  the 
efi&ciencyof  the  Army.  It  was  perfectly 
unjustifiable  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  should  allow  to  oontinne 
a  Boheme  whion  was  prejudicial  to  tho 
interests  of  the  Army,  and  which,  at  the 
same  time,  increased  every  year  the 
burden  upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  coun- 
try. When  the  scheme  was  before  the 
House  originally,  he  spoke  very  strongly 
against  it,  becaase  he  oonsidered  at  the 
time  it  was  a  scheme  which  would  neces- 
aarily  lead  to  very  large  expenditure, 
and  not  only  lead  to  a  large  expenditure, 
but  hare  the  effect  of  driving  out  of  the 
Army  some  of  the  rery  best  men  they 
ought  to  keep.  He  had  known  many 
oases  in  which  officers  who  were  in  the 
prime  of  life  who  chose  the  Army  as  a 
Profession,  and  who  were  admittedly 
Tery  efficient  officars,  had  been  sent 
about  their  basineas,  and  for  what? 
To  increase  the  effldency  of  the  Army  ? 
Oertainly  not.  To  make  a  flow  of  pro- 
motion. The  public  pnrse  and  the  effi- 
oienoy  of  the  Army  was  to  be  sacrificed 
in  onlei  to  gratify  a  desire  that  there 
^ould  be  a  flow  of  promotion.  The 
time  was  not  very  iar  distant  when 
people  would  say  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  Army  was  not  at  all  commensurate 
with  the  cost  imposed  on  the  country, 
and  they  would  ask  the  reason  why. 
When  the  people  diaoorered  that  the 
aon-efi'ectiTe  charges  amounted  to  such 
an  enormous  proportion  of  the  entire  cost 
of  the  Army,  they  would  not  fail  to  see 
that  the  system  had  been  bolstered  np. 
and  that  a  large  expenditure  was  being 
incurred  in  the  interest  of  one  class. 
He  believed  that  if  all  these  pensions 
and  superannuations  went  on  increasing 
year  after  year,  the  time  would  soon 
come  when  the  diffioultiee  which  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
lor  War  now  experienoed  would  be  dealt 
with  by  the  people  in  a  muinw  whic^ 
would  not  be  pleasant  to  those  who  were 
^eoeiving  the  pensions  and  anperannua- 
tiona.   ["Oh,  oh  I       Hon.  Qantiemen 


might  differ  from  him ;  but  he  was  say- 
ing what  he  believed  from  his  know- 
ledge of  the  feeling  of  the  working 
classes  of  the  country.  If  these  enor- 
mous pensions  continued  to  increase,  the 
feeling  of  the  people  would  be  that  their 
taxes  were  taken  from  them  without  ios- 
tlfication,  that  they  were  beio^  defranded, 
and  that  large  sums  were  bemg  paid  for 
which  the  country  got  no  aidvantage 
whatever.  The  Members  of  tho  prewnt 
Qoremment  were  opposed  to  the  retire- 
ment scheme  now  is  force;  but,  of 
course,  they  could  not  be  ezjpeoted  to 
make  any  change  that  Session.  He 
was  persuaded,  however,  that  they  would 
shortly  look  seriously  at  this  matter  with 
a  view,  if  possible,  of  avoiding  these 
oonstaat  increases  of  the  non-effective 
charges  of  the  Army,  and  of  seourii^ 
that  men  who  were  most  capable  in  the 
Service  of  the  country  should  not  be 
retired  merely  to  provide  a  flow  of  pro- 
motion. 

Thb  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  the  view  taken  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Gal- 
way  (Colonel  Nolan),  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Bylands),  was  that  he  (the  Marquess  of 
Hartington)  had  not  defended  the  re- 
tirement system  upon  its  merits.  He 
had  not  aone  so,  because  he  did  not 
think  it  was  desirable  that  thety  ahonld 
be  constantly  altering  the  terms  under 
which  officers  served  m  the  Army.  He 
thought  that  unless  there  waa  some  ab- 
solute necessity  for  a  change,  it  would 
be  much  better  to  leave  the  matter  alone. 
The  terms  under  which  officers  in  the 
Army  served  were  embodied  in  the 
Boyal  Warrant ;  and  unless  strong  rea- 
sons were  shown  why  he  should  do  so, 
it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  invasti- 
gate  any  individual  grievances.  He  was 
far  from  saying  that  some  Kegulations 
—he  would  not  say  these  precise  Bega- 
lations — were  not  neoeesary.  When  ais 
hon.  Friend  the  MMnber  for  Burnley 
(Mr.  Rylands)  talked  about  these  Begu- 
lations  being  absolutely  unneoessaiy  for 
the  efficiency  of  the  Army,  and  about 
their  being  only  initiated  for  the  pnrpofle 
of  providing  a  flow  of  promotion  amongst 
the  officers,  he  foi^ot  altogetiier  that  a 
flow  of  promotion  was  abaolntely  naoea- 
sary  for  the  efBcienoy  of  the  Army.  Did 
his  hon.  Friend  want  battalions  of  the 
Army  to  be  commanded  by  old  men  of 
70  and  80  years  of  age ;  or  did  he  ^hin^ 
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it  expedient  for  the  efficiency  of  the 
Berrice  that  battalions  should  be  com- 
nuuided  by  officers  in  the  prime  of  life  ? 
How  were  officers  to  rise  in  their  Pro- 
fession unless  some  steps  were  taken  to 
secure  a  flow  of  promotion  ?  When  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bjlands)  talked 
about  there  being  a  large  expenditure 
in  the  interest  solely  of  a  class,  he  alto- 
mther  forgot  that  some  provisions  of 
this  kind  were  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  YBTj  existence  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Army. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(6.)  £120,000,  Widows' Pensions,  &o, 
(7.)  £17,000,  Pensions  for  Wounds. 

(8.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

*'That  a  mm,  not  exceeding  £33,200,  be 
0raBtod  to  Her  Hajetty,  to  defray  the  Chaw 
nr  Ohcdsea  and  Eilmaimiam  Hoipitals  and  the 
In'Peosioners  thereof,  vhieh  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  ths  3lBt 
day  of  Maxoh  1885.'* 

OoLOiTKL  NOLAN  asked  whether  the 
miesdon  of  pensioners  came  under  this 
Tote? 

The  OHAIBMAN:  No;  under  the 
next  Vote. 

Mb.  ABTHTTB  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
on  this  Vote  he  wished  to  submit  a  point 
to  the  noble  Marquees  the  Seoretary  of 
State  for  War.  Some  time  ago  there 
was  published  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Commissioners  of  Chelsea 
Hospital  for  services  other  than  those 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  year  ending 
Slst  March,  1883;  and  from  that  account 
it  appeared  tiiat  there  was  a  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  for 
Army  prize  money  of  £76,000  in  securi- 
ties, and  some  £1,200  or  £1,300  in 
oarii.  Of  all  that  sum  only  £121  had 
been  distributed  as  prize  money  to  the 
soldiers  or  thmr  representatires;  but  a 
snm  of  £200  had  been  panted  to  the 
finals  in  Chelsea  Hospital  as  the  ex- 
pense of  1i«  Prise  Department— that 
was  to  say,  the  Secretary  in  the  Hospital 
was  allowed  £100  a-year,  and  the  prin- 
mpal  olerk  was  allowed  another  £100 
a-year  in  order  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
pense a  total  snm  of  £121.  The  simple 
faet  was  that  it  cost  £200  to  pay  away 
£120.  The  Pablic  Aoconnts  Committee 
.  called  on  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Chelsea  Hospital  to  say  what  amount 
<rf  piiae  money  had  been  distributed 


during  the  past  three  years,  and  this  was 
the  result.  Taking  the  three  years  end- 
ing Slst  March,  1684,  the  sum  annually 
distributed  was  respeotively  £65  11*,, 
£121,  and  £167,  and  for  each  of  these 
years  there  hod  been  a  charge  made  of 
£200  to  deiVay  the  expense  of  distribut- 
ing this  miserable  amount  of  money. 
The  story  of  the  distribution  of  prise 
money  throngh  the  Chelsea  Hospital 
and  the  Military  Authorities  was  one  of 
the  most  disgraceful  stories  of  the  whole 
history  of  the  military  arrangement  of 
this  country.  The  very  names  of  Banda 
and  Kirwee  must  stink  in  the  nostrils  of 
all  who  were  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
actions in  regard  to  prize  money.  The 
gentlemen  who  got  the  salaries  to  which 
he  had  referred  had  no  right  at  all  to 
them,  as  they  did  no  work,  and  as  the 
money  was  taken  from  funds  that 
belonged  to  the  soldiers  and  their  repre- 
sentatives. In  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
balance  arising  from  the  prize  money, 
the  authorities  were  obliged  to  spend 
£3,361  in  the  maintenance  of  grounds 
and  for  other  purposes  at  Chelsea.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Committee  was 
Iraund  to  take  some  notice  of  the  way  in 
which  this  money  was  bong  jobbed 
away ;  and,  in  order  to  bring  the  matter 
to  an  issue,  he  would  move  a  reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  the  amount  of  the  salary 
of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  prindpal 
clerk,  in  all  £200. 

Motion  made,  and  Qumtion  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £33,000,  be 
mranted  to  Her  Majeity,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  Chelaea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitals  and  the 
In- Fennonera thereof,  which  wiUcomein  coane 
of  payment  during  the  yeu  ending  on  the  81st 
day  of  March  1885."— (ifr.  Arthur  (fContmr.) 

Thx  Maequess  or  HAETTNGTON: 
I  trust  the  hon.  Member  will  not  i>er- 
severe  in  his  Motion  for  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote.  The  matter  is  one  with 
which  the  War  Office  has  absolutely  no 
concern  whatever.  So  far  as  this  money 
is  concerned,  it  is  true  the  Chelsea  Com- 
missioners, who  have  to  deal  with  it,  are 
subordinates  of  the  War  Office  ;  bot,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  their  action,  and  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the 
prize  fimd.  The  Army  prize  fund  ac- 
counts are  audited  by  the  Auditor  Gene- 
ral in  the  ordinary  way ;  I  can  only  pro- 
mise to  ascertain  whether  the  sum  \% 
properly  spent.  ^^  g.^.^^^^^GoOglc 
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Ifs.  ARTBXm  O'COmOR:  After 
that  dedaratioii  from  the  noble  Mar- 
quess I  will  rest  satisfied ;  and  I  can 
only  say  that  I  trust  that  by  this  time 
next  year  a  C^nend  Election  will  have 
relieved  the  noble  Marquess  from  the 
service  of  the  Department.  If  I  then 
happen  to  be  in  my  present  position,  I 
sball  take  care  to  raise  the  question, 
and  probably  I  shall  not  do  so  without 
success. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Ordinal  Question,  pot,  and  a^rgtd  to. 

(9.)  £1,411,000,  Out-Pensions. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  there  was  a 
Question  which  he  had  put  upon  the 
Paper  some  two  months  ago,  when  the 
Army  Bstimatee  were  before  them, 
which  he  wished  now  to  repeat  He 
would  follow  the  habit  whioh  had  now 
for  some  time  boMi  adopted  in  tiie  House 
of  putting  the  Question  wiUiout  reading 
it  from  the  Paper,  as  the  War  Office 
knew  all  about  it  from  its  being  on  the 
Yotes.  He  had  repeatedly  brought  the 
question  under  the  notice  of  the  War 
Office,  so  that  no  one  could  plead  igno- 
rance of  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  have 
any  dispute  as  to  the  facts,  for  he  be- 
lieved his  statement  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect, having  gone  to  the  trouble  of  ob- 
taining from  the  various  Departments 
of  the  War  OfiBioe  what  information  he 
could  of  an  accurate  bind.  The  case 
was  one  of  a  very  gross  kind ;  the  indi- 
vidual whose  grievance  he  was  repre- 
senting, who  was  a  very  poor  man, 
having  been  done  out  of  Sd.  a-day  and 
part  of  the  result  of  bis  labours  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  It  seemed 
to  him  abmlutely  necessary  that  the 
rights  of  pensionerB  of  this  kind  should 
be  oarefu%  woteoted.  These  pensioners 
from  the  ranks  were  not  like  the  officers 
or  higher  grade  pensioners  they  had 
been  a«dtng  with  under  Vote  19.  The 
amounts  were  very  humble  compared 
with  those  voted  to  the  officwe;  but, 
however  small,  they  were  as  important 
to  the  poor  pensioners,  or  even  more  so, 
than  were  the  large  sums  granted  to 
people  in  higher  grades,  and  it  was 
necessary  they  should  be  very  closely 
guarded  and  watched  by  the  House. 
He  could  not  mention  a  stronger  and 
more  grave  case  of  a  man  having  been 
absolutely  done  out  of  his  pension  than 
the  present.   The  case  was  Uiat  of  a  man 
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who  had  enlisted  very  many  yMra  ago 
into  the  Indian  Artilleiy,  the  oontraet 
of  enlistment  being  different  to  that  for 
the  English  Artfllery  or  the  Soyal 
Artillery.  The  question  of  oharaoter 
was  not  so  much  looked  into  in  the  ease 
of  men  enlisted  for  the  Indian  Artillery 
in  those  days.  The  character  of  men 
enlisted  for  the  Royal  Artillery  was,  of 
course,  a  matter  of  moment ;  but  in  the 
case  of  men  enlisted  for  the  Indian 
Army  they  desired  to  get  the  white  man, 
and  were  prepared  to  give  him  1».  a-day 
without  taking  his  character  into  con- 
sideration. He  mentioned  that  with 
emphasis,  because,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
poiot  of  the  whole  case  turned  upon  it. 
This  man  had  contracted,  as  a  gfreat 
many  men  from  this  district  did,  to  join 
the  Indian  Artillery  on  the  understand- 
ing that  at  the  end  of  20  years  he  was 
to  get  a  pension.  It  was  costomary  in 
those  days  to  enlist  nearly  the  vhtde  of 
the  white  contingent  of  the  Indian 
ArtilleiT  in  the  South  of  Irehmd,  the 
Boyal  Artillery  beingrecruited  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  England.  W^, 
there  happened  in  India  the  great 
Mutiny.  The  Indian  Artillery  was  amal- 
gamated with  the  Koyal  Artillery,  not 
in  exactly  the  same  way  as  the  Infantiy 
were  amalgamated,  but  still  an  amalga- 
mation took  place.  8,000  or  9,000  men 
of  the  Indian  Artillery  mutinied — that 
was  to  say,  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  declared  it  to  be  a  mutiny.  They 
declined  to  serve  with  the  new  force, 
but  this  man  did  not.  These  7,000  or 
8,000  men  declined  to  serve,  beoausethey 
thought  that  their  case  would  not  be 
properly  ooosidered  by  the  Government^ 
and  no  doubt  their  apprehensions  wue 
well  founded  if  the  case  of  this  man  was 
at  all  typical  of  the  action  of  the  English 
Military  Authorities.  The  artiller^naa 
whose  case  he  was  bringing  bef6z«  the 
Committee  went  to  Luoknow.  Two 
years'  SOTvioe  was  reckoned  off  his  time 
on  aooount  of  the  transfer,  and  having 
semd  the  requinte  number  of  years  be 
was  to  have  his  pension.  The  original 
contract,  as  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  had 
stated,  was  that  this  man  was  to  get  la. 
a  day  at  the  end  of  his  service.  He  was 
to  have  his  pension  at  the  end  of  21 
years,  so  that  when  he  had  served  19 
years,  having  had  two  years  taken  off 
ou  aooount  of  his  agreement  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  EogUsh  Army,  he  was 
enticed  to  li.  a-day.   Within  a  month. 
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of  the  expiration  of  the  19  jean  the 
War  Office  said  practically — "  We  do  not 
want  to  give  you  this  1«.  a-day  ;  we  will 
hring  you  before  a  Medical  Board  and 
see  whether  you  are  fit  for  service."  They 
brought  him  up  before  a  Medical  Board, 
and  they  found  that  he  had  varicose 
veins,  and  they  dismissed  him  from  the 
Service,  striking  off  Zd.  a-day— a  smalt 
amount  no  doubt,  bat  to  a  man  in  the 
position  of  this  person  a  sum  as  import- 
ant aa  £500  a-year  would  be  to  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  House.  Ch-eat  blame  was  to 
be  attached  to  the  Uilitary  Authoiitiee 
who  had  held  out  to  this  man,  as  an  in- 
dneement  to  join  the  English  Swvioe, 
that  thOT  would  keep  the  contract  of  the 
Indian  Oovemment.  In  the  case  of  this 
man  they  had  obviously  broken  their 
contract.  The  officer  who  applied  to  the 
Medical  Board  might  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  rule  ihaX  an  Indian  artillerist  was 
in  a  di  fferent  position  to  that  of  an  English 
artUlerist.  Jnst  27  days  before  this  man 
would  have  been  entitled  to  his  1«.  a-day 
he  was  discha^ed  on  account  of  varicose 
veins.  It  was  perfectly  absurd  to  dis- 
chai^  a  man  in  that  way.  The  man  in 
all  probability  had  got  iDto  some  diffi- 
culty or  other^  not  sufficient  to  entitle  the 
officers  to  bring  him  before  a  court 
martial,  but  still  sufficient  to  render  his 
superiors  inclined  to  punish  him.  Pro- 
bably he  had  been  bragging  about  his 
pension,  saying,  perhaps—'*  You  fellows 
of  the  Boyfd  Artillery  are  not  so  weU 
situated  as,  I  am."  He  might  have 
made  himself  unpopular  in  that  way,  and 
have  got  himself  ^liked ;  but  the  fact 
of  a  man  being  disliked  was  certainly 
not  sufficient  to  entitle  the  authorities  to 
deprive  him  of  Zd.  a-day  for  life.  The 
grievance  in  this  case  was  a  most  serious 
one.  It  was  said,  as  a  rale,  the  men  of 
a  regiment  were  protected  by  their  own 
officers.  No  doubt  that  was  so  in  U9 
cases  out  of  100.  Generally  it  was  a 
most  effi<uent  protection,  but  in  this  case 
it  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  feeling 
of  Mprit  dt  eorpt  which  would  have  in- 
duced the  officers  to  protect  the  men  of 
the  Hoyed  ArtUleir  was  wanting  in  the 
case  of  the  man  who  had  left  the  Indian 
Artillery  to  join  them  in  time  <d  emer- 
gency. As  a  rule,  the  men  taken  over 
ftaax  the  Indian  Service  were  not  badly 
treated ;  but  in  this  case,  as  he  had  ex- 
plained, it  was  probable  that  it  was  seen 
that  the  man  was  about  to  get  an  advan- 
tage over  their  own  soldiers,  and  that  he 


was  bragging  about  it,  and  therefore 
the  officers  sought  to  punish  him.  The 
man  was  discharged  for  a  nominal  weak- 
ness of  health — not  that  the  medical 
certificate  could  be  challenged — but  it 
was  absurd  to  suppose  the  man  could  not 
do  barrack  duty  for  the  remaioiog  27 
days  of  his  31  years.  He  might  have 
been  unfit  to  go  with  his  battery  on  ser- 
vice ;  but  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that 
he  could  not,  on  account  of  varicose 
veins,  discharge  barradi  duty  for  27 
days.  He  had  gone  into  this  case  at 
some  leng&,  and  had  repeatedly  brought 
it  before  the  notice  of  the  War  Office, 
because  it  was  one  of  a  serious  kind  to 
the  individual  for  whom  he  was  plead- 
ing. He  was  very  curious  to  know  how 
the  War  Office  would  treat  it. 

SiK  ARTHUR  HAYTEB  said,  he  was 
veiy  glad  the  hon.  and  gallant  GenUe- 
man  had  brought  this  case  forward; 
probably  it  was  a  case  of  one  of  his  own 
constitumts  ? 
GoLONXL  NOLAN :  No ;  it  is  not. 
Sib  ARTHXJB  HAYTEB  said,  then 
it  was  the  ease  of  a  man  belonging  to 
that  branch  of  the  Service — ^the  Soyal 
Artillery — of  which  the  hon.  and  ^^alliuit 
Gentleman  had  been  bo  distinguished  a 
member  ?  He  (Sir  Arthur  Hayter)  fullj 
admitted  all  the  statements  made 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gottleman  and 
those  he  had  placed  on  the  Paper,  with 
two  exceptions.  He  found  the  fifth 
paragraph  was  incorrect,  there  being  no 
record  at  Wocdwioh  of  «the  man  ever 
having  been  em^yed  on  active  servioa 
in  the  field. 

OoLosBL  NOLAN:  He  took  part  in 
the  advance  on  Lncknow. 

Sib  AETHUK  HAYTEB  said,  that 
there  was  no  record  of  the  man  having 
been  on  active  service,  nor  had  he  any 
medal.  Again,  with  regard  to  paragraph 
7,  he  couldnot  admit  that  theGovemment 
had  saved  anything  or  that  the  man  had 
lost  anything,  because  it  could  be  shown 
that  he  had  not  fulfilled  the  contract 
which  he  had  made  with  the  late  Indian 
Government,  the  fulfilment  of  whi<di  con- 
tract alone  would  have  entitled  him  to 
full  pension.  AJthoagh  that  might  be 
thought  a  hard  case,  the  man  having 
nearly  com^ted  his  service,  it  was  by 
no  means  an  exceptional  one.  There 
were  several  cases — iavx  orfive  at  least— 
in  which  men  had  rendered  themselves 
ineligible  for  full  pension  a  few  days  or 
a  month  or  two  before  the  ^i^iration  of 
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their  period  of  serrice.  The  Chelsea 
Gommissioners  had  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  character  of  this  man — and  it  was 
necessary  to  look  into  that  question  for 
a  moment.  It  was  obvious  irom  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  that  this  man  could  not 
hare  made  up  his  21  years'  service  with- 
out boon  service,  because  he  was  enlisted 
on  the  18th  of  August,  1847,  and  dis- 
charged on  the  I4th  of  July,  1866.  Even 
adding  the  two  years'  boon  service  which 
was  given  to  every  soldier  who  enlisted 
from  the  Indian  into  the  Imperial 
Army,  he  had  not  made  up  his  21  years. 
The  man  had  lost  throu^  his  miscon- 
duct, and  through  being  twice  tried  by 
court  martial,  83  days'  service ;  and  al- 
though, at  the  end  of  21  years'  service, 
he  would  have  had  U.  a-day,  be  was 
only  allowed  9d.,  because  he  had  not 
completed  hie  contract  of  service.  His 
character  was  returned  on  his  discbarge 
— and  it  was  well  known  that  they  were 
not  unduly  severe  in  making  that  return 
on  a  man's  leaving  the  Army — as  indif- 
ferent. He  had  been  24  times  drunk, 
twice  tried  by  court  martial,  82  times  in 
the  regimental  report  book ;  and  the 
cause  of  his  discharge  was  that  he  was 
unfit  for  military  service  in  consequence 
of  varicose  veins.  However,  the  case 
had  been  taken  up,  and  the  Ohelsea 
Board  had  been  referred  to  on  no  fewer 
than  five  oeoasions  by  the  War  Office ; 
but  the  Oommissioners  had  alwajs  most 
consistently  refused  to  make  any  addi- 
tion to  the  man's  pension.  They  said 
they  were  unable  to  make  any  altera- 
tion under  the  terms  of  their  Statute,  by 
which  their  action  was  governed,  and 
pointed  out  clearly  that  the  Statute 
only  allowed  them  to  give  \t.  a-day 
pension  when  a  man  had  fuIfiQed  bis 
contract  of  21  years'  service,  and  that 
for  anything  less  than  that  they  could 
not  give  more  than  9(2.  a-day.  That 
was  the  only  ground  for  their  decision, 
and  there  was  none  of  a  special  character 
for  the  reduction  of  this  pension  from  \s. 
to  9<f.  The  Bill  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  had  introduced  into  the 
House,  and  which  stood  for  second  read- 
ing that  ereoing,  would  enable  them  to 
give  greater  elasticity  in  the  matter  of 
pensions,  because  for  the  Aitore  they 
would  be  given  under  the  Eoyal  War- 
rant, or  under  Beffulations  made  by 
the  Beoretary  of  State  £or  the  time 
being.    He  did  not  know  that  he 
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could  say  more,  even  if  he  went  more 
fully  into  the  case;  but  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  an  exceptionally  hard  case 
when  the  facts  were  fully  gone  into. 

Colonel  NOL.AJ^  said,  his  contention 
was  still  unaltered.  The  Finandal  Se- 
cretary allowed  that  the  man  was  within 
27  days,  deducting  83,  of  the  completion 
of  his  21  years'  service.  Of  course,  if 
the  man  had  had  the  88  days,  the  whole 
case  of  the  Government  would  fall  to 
the  ground,  according  to  the  strict  letter 
of  &e  contract.  If  this  had  been  the 
case  of  a  rich  man,  who  could  afford  to 
bring  an  action  in  a  Court  of  Law,  there 
would  have  been  no  hesitation  on  the 

5 art  of  anyone  sitting  on  such  a  case  to 
eclare  that  this  had  been  a  gross  breach 
of  faith.  It  would  be  held  at  once  thai 
this  was  such  a  flagrant  swindle  on  the 
side  of  the  defendants  that  they  would 
be  at  once  required  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  and  to  pay  the 
costs.  The  Goverument  were  simply 
eluding  the  contract.  He  (Colonel 
Nolan)  was  not  complaining  thatt  the 
Ohelsea  Commissioners  had  not  given 
the  man  \i.  a-day;  but  what  he  was 
complaining  of  was  that  the  offioers  had 
discharged liim  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  did,  and  for  the  sake,  perhaps,  of 
preventing  his  getting  the  1«.  a-day  to 
which  he  was  entitled.  It  was  usual, 
just  before  the  expiration  of  a  man's 
period  of  service,  to  ^ve  him  a  month's 
furlough— 4o  send  him  away  a  month 
before luB  time.  As  to  drunkenness  and 
the  question  of  character,  as  he  had 
already  pointed  out,  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment had  been  anxious  to  get  a  white- 
faced  man  beside  a  black-faced  man, 
and  in  securing  that  they  did  not  care 
so  much  about  individual  character. 
They  wanted  a  white  man,  and  they  got 
him,  because  the  white  man  was  sure, 
or  thought  he  was  sure,  of  getting  his 
It.  a-day  pension.  The  British  Govern- 
ment, when  it  took  over  the  Indian 
Army,  had  undertaken  to  carry  out  the 
contract  of  the  Indian  Gt)Temment ;  but 
it  had  neglected  to  do  so.  As  for  the 
man  getting  drunk,  they  could  not  ex- 
pect aH  the  cardinal  virtues  for  It.  a-day ; 
and  as  to  his  having  been  on  active  ser- 
vice, he  must  have  been  pretty  near  tiia 
campaigning,  because  he  got  his  two 
yean'  boon  service  for  his  advance  on 
Lucknow.  To  his  (Oolonel  Nolan's) 
mind,  this  was  one  of  the  grossest  cases 
of  violation  of  contract— ^t  any  rate  in 
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spirit.  If,  however,  he  wae  told  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  that  this  case  could 
be  dealt  with  under  the  new  Bill,  of 
course  he  would  not  go  further  into  it. 
Otherwise,  however,  when  the  next  Vote 
for  high  pensions  came  on  he  should 
move  a  reduction,  and  point  out  the  dis- 
crepancy between  the  award  of  £800  or 
£1,000  a- year  without  question  to  this 
or  that  distinguished  man,  whilst  they 
de&auded  "  Tommy  Atkins  "  of  his 
a-day. 

SiK  ARTHUR  HAYTER :  This  man 
was  discharged  by  a  Begimental  Board 
of  Boyal  Artillery  officers. 

CoLoHiL  NOLAN :  The  War  Office 
ordered  them  to  disoharge  him. 

Sin  ARTHUR  HAYTER :  Not  in 
the  first  instance.  Application  must 
have  been  made  for  a  Board  to  as- 
semble. 

CoLOHBL  NOLAN :  The  Secretary  of 
State  orders  the  Regimeatal  Board. 

See  ARTHUR  HAYTER :  Yes ;  but 
the  Board,  when  assembled,  inquires 
into  the  case. 

SiK  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  defeo- 
tive  manner  in  which  these  Bsfcimatee  were 
presented,  in  oansequeooe  of  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  Sup^ementary  Totes  with 
the  original  Votes.  The  net  increase  on 
the  total  Yote  was  stated  to  amount  to 
£91,100 ;  but  those  who  had  eyw  to  see 
might  read  in  a  foot  note  that  there  was 
£60,000  added  to  the  original  Yote  last 
year  in  the  Supplementary  Estimate  for 
the  Egyptian  Vote,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  the  real  increase  on  the  Yote 
of  last  year  was  £141,100.  That  arose 
from  the  system  of  not  placing  the  ori- 
ginal Yote  of  one  year  in  juxtaposition 
with  the  original  Yote  of  the  subsequeDt 
year,  which  was  the  only  way  of  forming 
a  proper  comparison  between  the  Votes 
of  one  year  and  the  Votes  of  an- 
other. The  result  was  Uiat  the  in- 
orease  was  always  minimized  and  tlM 
deorease  was  magnified,  and  so  a 
very  wrong  impression  was  conveyed. 
Members  at  a  late  hour — say,  at  2 
or  3  o'olook  in  the  morning — saw  "  net 
decrease  '*  so  many  thousands,  and  they 
were  satisfied  that  the  amount  was 
less  than  in  the  previous  year ;  but,  in 
reality,  they  might  be  voting  hundreds 
of  thousands  more,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  reasons  why  the  Estimates  crept  up 
without  their  knowi^  it.   He  hoped 


that  next  year  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Hartington)  would  consider 
whether  he  would  not  adopt  the  system 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  Navy  Estimates, 
by  which  this  inoouvenieuoe  might  be 
entirely  obviated.  In  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates the  original  Votes  for  one  year 
were  placed  in  juxtaposition  with  the 
original  Estimates  of  the  following  year, 
so  that  the  House  could  make  an  exact 
comparison  between  the  Estimates  of 
one  year  and  the  Estimates  of  another, 
and  know  precisely  whether  the  normal 
expenditure  of  the  coontiy  was  b^g 
increased  or  not. 

Sib  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  the 
increase  was  owing  to  £91,000  which 
was  t^e  lesser  amount  of  the  Non-IiffiMi- 
tive  Votes. 

SiH  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
he  thought  tha  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman was  altogether  wrong.  It  was 
distinctly  in  consequence  of  the  Supple- 
mentary Vote  provided  last  year  for 
Egypt,  and  the  real  increase  was 
£141.100,  and  not  £91,000. 

Thb  MAfiQUEss  OP  HARTINGTON 
said,  he  would  look  into  the  matter  and 
consider  the  system  in  regard  to  the 
Navy  Estimates;  but  he  could  not 
imagine  that  there  could  be  any  difflculi^ 
in  comparing  the  amounts  in  the  present 
form. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(10.)  £190,000,Supe(rannuatianAllov- 

ances. 

(11.)  £50,100,  Retired  Allowances, 
&c.  to  Officers  of  the  Militia,  Yeomanry, 
and  Volnnteer  Forces. 

CoLONBL  KING-HARMAN  asked 
the  uoblo  Marquess  to  give  a  little  more 
information  with  respect  to  Quarter- 
masters of  Militia.  In  an  answer  to  a 
Question  the  noble  Marquess  could  not 
be  expected  to  say  much ;  but  he  thought 
a  case  had  been  completely  made  out  in 
regard  to  these  Quartermasters.  Their 
case  was  simply  this.  A  very  small 
number  of  deserving  officers,  who  had 
chiefly  risen  from  tihe  ranks,  and  had 
served  Her  Miyesfy  m  every  purt  of  the 
globe  faithfully  and  well,  had  grievances 
which  the  public  outside  helieved  to  be 
substantial  grievances,  icvolving  a  small 
amount  to  the  State,  but  meaning  a 
lai^e  amount  to  men  of  this  position. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  suffloient  for  the 
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noble  Uarquess  to  say,  aa  he  had  said 

that  day,  that  this  natter  had  been  in- 
quired into  by  previous  Secretaries  of 
State  for  War  and  decided.  He  did  not 
wish  to  aay  anything  oflfenBive ;  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that  this  Government 
rather  prided  themselves  on  having  a 
policy  entirely  different  from  that  of 
their  Predecessors,  and  he  thought  this 
was  a  matter  of  justice  to  men  who  de- 
served of  their  country.  The  mat- 
ter was  very  small  in  point  of  pounds, 
shillingB,  and  pence ;  but  it  was  a  hard 
thing  that  men  who  had  given  so  many 
years  of  their  lives  to  their  country 
should  at  the  latter  end  of  their  Uvea 
find  themselves  in  an  almost  penniless 
pontion.  They  were  not  in  the  position 
of  ordiaazy  pensioners.  They  were 
giren  the  rank  of  Captains,  and  they 
had  to  keep  up  a  certain  position  ;  but 
their  pensions  were  very  small — ^far  less 
than  they  imagined  they  had  a  right  to, 
and  far  less  than  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to. 

The  Mabqttess  of  HAETINGTON 
said,  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  add 
anything  to  what  he  had  said  in  answer 
to  a  Question  that  day.  The  fact,  he 
believed,  was,  that  in  1870  the  maximum 
pension  for  these  men  was  4«.  &-d&y,  and 
in  1877  it  was  nearly  5t.  a-day.  In 
1881,  hovever,  the  maximum  was  raised 
to  7«.  a-day,  as  compensation  for  com- 
pulsory retirement.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  any  precedent  whatever  for 
giving  an  increased  pension  to  Quarter- 
masters who  had  retired  undw  a  War- 
rant, as  these  men  had. 

Yote  offreed  to. 

SUPPLY— NAVY  ESTIMATES. 

(12.)  £62,500,  Medicines  and  Medical 
Stores,  &o. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  snm,  not  exceeding  £10,400,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense 
of  Martial  Low,  to.  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March  1885." 

Captain  MAXWELL-HERON  said, 
he  was  sorry  to  have  to  trespass  on  the 
Committee  in  bringing  b^re  them  a 
question  which  was  raised  last  year;  but 
he  would  not  trav^  over  the  same 
ground.  He  must,  however,  bring  the 
matter  up  now,  first,  because  he  thought 

Colonel  Sing-Sarman 


there  had  been  a miannderstandfaigBs  to 

the  arrangement  made  by  the  Ptime 
Minister  with  the  House ;  secondly,  be- 
cause of  certain  passages  in  the  speech 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiraltr  on 
that  occasion,  which  were  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  late  Commander 
of  the  Clyde,  but  to  which,  as  they  were 
then  on  the  Beport  stag^,  he  had  no  op- 
portunity of  replying;  and,  thirdly,  be- 
cause this  was  the  only  Court  of  Appeal 
to  which  recourse  could  be  had  with 
regard  to  a  Naval  court  martial.  The 
Committee  would  recollect  that  at  an 
early  hour  on  one  day  in  August  last  he 
brought  the  subject  of  the  court  martial 
upon  Commander  Heron,  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ship  Cijfdo,  before  the  Commit- 
tee. He  tiien  raised  three  principal 
points— the  first  was  as  to  the  evidence 
of  the  second  in  command  of  the  Cljfda, 
Gunner  Fitzgerald  ;  the  second  was  with 
respect  to  the  corroborative  evidence; 
and  the  third  was  the  constitution  of  the 
court  martial  itself.  To  the  last-named 
point  he  should  mainly  confine  his  re- 
marks on  this  occasion.  The  Prime  Mi- 
nister agpreed  to  refer  the  point  he  raised 
as  to  Gunner  Fitzgerald  to  the  Law  Ad- 
viseniof  the  Crown ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  op- 
;  posite  (Sir  John  Hay),  and  also,  he  be- 
lieved, the  right  hon.  Member  for  South- 
West  Lancashire  (Sir  B.  Aesheton  Cross), 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he 
would  also  refer  to  the  Law  Officers 
the  point  as  to  the  ccmstitution  of  the 
court ;  and  he  quite  understood  that  the 
right  hon.  G^tleman  f^eed  to  do  so. 
He  was  rather  astonished  at  receiring 
from  the  Admiralty  an  official  letter 
containing  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers;  but  that  opinion  only  related 
to  the  point  as  to  Gunner  Fitzgerald. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  these 
— Fitzgerald  was  second  in  command  of 
the  Cii/ds  when  Commander  Maxwell- 
Heron  had  command  of  that  ship ;  and 
he  was  afterwards  tried  and  dismissed 
from  the  Service.  Last  year  he  drew 
attention  to  these  facts,  and  pointed  out, 
first,  that  Fitzgerald  was  an  interested 
and  prejudiced  witness;  and  next,  that 
this  man  and  another  who  gave  corrobo- 
rative evidence  having  been  under  arrest, 
were  released  in  order  to  give  Queen's 
evidence  against  the  Commander  of  the 
Clyde.  He  also  drew  attention  to  the 
faot  that  at  the  preliminary  inquiry 
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thfise  men  made  certain  statements,  and 
when  called  at  the  court  martial  they 
Bwore  to  diametricallj  opposite  state- 
ments. One  made  a  statement  so  pre- 
judicial to  the  priitoner  that  the  court 
did  not  believe  him.  He  could  not  go 
OTer  the  circumstances  of  the  case  again, 
because  the  matter  had  been  referred 
to  the  Law  Officers ;  but  their  dictum 
was  this— that  after  eliminating  the  evi- 
dence of  Ghinner  Fit^erald,  there  was 
Btill  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the  de- 
oimon  of  the  court.  But  how  was  tjiie 
arbitration — if  he  might  so  call  it — con- 
ducted ?  It  was  simply  a  case  of  sub- 
mitting the  decisions  of  two  courts 
martial,  one  on  the  Commander  of  the 
Cljfdt  and  one  on  Gunner  Fitzgerald, 
to  the  Law  Officers,  the  point  placed 
before  them  being  only  one  of  the  points 
he  had  raised  in  that  House.  It  was 
the  well-known  practice  that  in  an  arbi- 
tration the  two  sides  should  be  heard ; 
but  in  this  case  only  one  side  bad  been 
heard,  and  none  of  the  points  raised  in 
the  debate  was  submitted  to  the  Law 
Advisers  except  the  one  he  had  men- 
tioned. The  only  consideration  put  be- 
fore them  was  whether,  after  eliminating 
the  evidence  of  Fitzgerald,  there  was 
Bufficioit  justification  for  the  decision. 
He  thought  this  unfortunate  and  gallant 
officer  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  put 
before  the  Law  Officers  the  points  that 
had  been  raised  in  the  debate,  and  the 
method  adopted  seemed  to  bim  to  be  a 
Twy  extraordinary  way  of  carrying  out 
the  intentions  of  the  House.  As  he 
understood  the  arrangement  made,  it 
had  not  been  carried  out,  neither  the 
constitution  o£  the  court  nor  the  cor- 
roborative evidence  being  referred  to  the 
Law  Officers.  Another  point  was  this. 
In  his  speech  last  year  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty — no  doubt  without  inten- 
tion-— used  some  words  which  were  very 
di^araging  to  the  officer  in  question. 
Beferring  to  the  most  serious  charge, 
that  of  appropriarin^  certain  things  the 
hon.  Gentleman  aatd  there  was  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  the  court  as  to  the 
chaive  made  by  Fitzgerald  f^ainst  Com- 
mander Max  well- Heron.  How  could 
he  know  whether  there  was  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  the  court  ?  The  court  was  sworn 
to  secrecy ;  but  to  say  there  was  a  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  the  court  was  to  say  that 
the  accused  officer  only  escaped  convic- 
tion by  a  very  narrow  margin  owing  to 
that  doubt.     The  third  consideration 


was  that  there  was  no  Court  of  Appeal 
against  decisions  of  conrts  martial  but 
the  House  of  Commons.  These  oourfs 
could  ruin,  condemn,  convict,  and  sen- 
tence a  man  without  there  being  any 
appeal.  But  in  the  Army  every  de- 
cision of  'a  court  martial  was  referred 
to  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  and  he 
believed  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
had  had  many  thousands  of  such  de- 
cisions sent  to  him  for  revision,  and  that 
at  least  400  or  600  had  been  dtered 
upon  his  adviee.  Why  should  not  the 
same  system  be  adopted  in  the  Navy  ? 
There  was  at  one  time  a  Judge  Advo- 
cate General  in  the  Navy ;  but  he  was 
disposed  of,  and  his  duties  were  under- 
taken by  the  Counsel  to  the  Admiralty. 
Last  year  there  was  a  case  raised,  which 
he  understood  the  Government  would 
not  submit  to  the  Counsel  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, though  if  it  had  been  an  Army 
case  they  would  have  submitted  it  to 
the  J udge  Advocate  General.  He  could 
not  see  what  use  the  Counsel  to  the  Ad' 
miralty  was.  He  received  a  certain 
amount  from  Votes  by  that  House,  and 
the  rest  was  made  up  by  fees ;  but  such 
a  system  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 

SrevaiL  There  was  no  appeal  against 
le  decision  of  a  Naval  oourt  martial, 
and  that  was  why  these  cases  oould  only 
be  broup;ht  before  that  House.  The 
constitution  of  this  court  martial  was 
the  point  to  which  he  wished  to  refer 
more  especially.  It  was  laid  down  in 
the  Hules  under  the  Naval  Discipline 
Act  that  no  officer  should  be  relieved 
from  attending  upon  a  court  martial, 
except  the  Admiral  of  a  Royal  Dockyard. 
This  court  martial  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 18th,  1882,  on  board  the  Victory 
at  Portsmouth.  The  order  of  the  Ser- 
vice was,  that  on  the  signal  for  a  court 
martial  being  given,  all  officers  of 
junior  rank  to  the  President  must  repair 
to  the  ship  and  answer  to  their  names. 
On  this  occasion  the  names  were  called 
over,  among  them  being  the  namm  of 
Captain  Gordon,  captain  of  the  Vernon 
toipedo  ship,  and  Captain  Oodrington, 
captain  of  the  Exe»lUnt.  They  were  re- 
ported by  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate 
General  as  being  absent  on  leave.  But 
how  were  they  on  leave  ?  One  of  them 
was  reported  to  be  absent  on  Govern- 
ment duty.  Now,  it  could  not  be  ac- 
cepted as  right  by  anyone  who  valued 
the  Services,  that  a  man  should  be 
reported  absent  on  leave  when  he  was 

Digilized  by  VjOOQIC 


767  Supply— 


with  ids  reg;inidnt  or  on  board  his  ship. 
If  he  was  on  board  hia  ship  be  was  on 
du^,  and  the  same  if  he  was  with  his 
raiment,  and  he  oould  not  be  relieved 
of  his  responsibility.  There  might  be  a 
mntiny  or  a  fire,  or  any  other  circum- 
stances might  happen  ;  and  if  this  rale 
was  to  be  accepted,  an  officer  who  was 
supposed  to  be  absent  on  duty  might 
shelter  himself  behind  that  plea.  It 
was  absolutely  impossible  that  the  cap- 
tain of  a  line-of- battle  ship  should  be 
on  board  hts  ship  except  on  duty,  and 
on  this  morning  both  Captain  Gordon 
and  Captain  Codrington  were  on  their 
ships,  although  reported  absent  on  leave. 
Captain  Qordon,  he  believed,  had  re- 
ceived leave ;  but  it  had  been  cancelled 
at  his  own  request,  and  Captain  Cod- 
rington had  been  granted  leave  on  Go- 
vernment doty.  The  primary  duty  of 
all  Naval  officers  was  to  attend  courts 
martial,  and  he  submitted  that  these 
two  officers  ought  to  have  repaired  to 
the  Victory,  and  answered  to  their 
names.  They  ought  to  have  been 
members  of  the  court,  and  as  they  were 
not  the  court  assumed  the  aspect  of 
having  been  packed.  He  did  not  mean 
that  it  was  packed  for  any  particular 
reason ;  but  the  order  of  the  Admiralty 
could  not  been  allowed  to  contravene 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  On  this  occasion 
those  were  the  facts,  and  the  answer  he 
had  received  from  the  Admiralty  upon 
this  matter  was  that  the  Commander  of 
the  Clyd*  had  an  opportunity  of  chal- 
lenging the  constitution  of  the  court ; 
but  he  could  not  possibly  know  who 
were  the  officers  who  ought  to  have  sat 
upon  that  court.  He  was  satisfied  with 
the  constitution  of  the  court  with  regard 
to  the  honour,  integrity,  and  ability  of 
the  officers  who  sat  there ;  but  being 
a  prisoner  he  could  not  possibly  know 
that  there  were  two  absent  officers  who 
ought  to  have  been  present.  But  sup- 
posing he  had  challenged  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  court,  he  conceived  that  if 
there  was  a  chance  he  ought  to  lose  no 
opportunity  of  trying  to  relieve  this  offi- 
cer from  the  position  in  which  he  was 
placed  by  a  sentence  acknowledged  to 
be  very  severe  by  every  officer  of  the 
Navy  of  every  rank  to  whom  he  had 
spoken.  These  were  the.  facts,  and  he 
could  not  conceive  how  they  could  be 
controverted.  Captain  Gordon  and  Cap- 
tain Oodritt^n  were  on  board  their 
ehips,  and  u  they  did  not  sit  on  the 
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court  then  the  constitution  of  the  ooort 
was  illegal.  He  knew  it  was  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  get  a  matter  such  as 
this  discussed  at  a  late  hour,  and  he  had 
had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bricging  it 
forward  last  year ;  but  he  knew  there 
were  many  Members  of  that  House  who 
thought  the  case  a  very  hard  one.  The 
Prime  Minister  had  acknowledged  that 
the  case  was  a  very  peculiar  one.  At 
the  court  martial  not  a  single  Executive 
officer  was  examined.  All  the  witnesses 
called  were  subordinate  "Warrant  offi- 
cers, and  he  was  convinced  that  some 
day  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter  would 
come  out.  He  believed  that  his  un- 
fortunate relative  was  the  victim  of  a 
conspiracy,  and  that  it  was  a  conspiracy 
in  which  the  witnesses  were  obliged  to 
take  the  course  they  did,  and  to  make 
the  statements  they  did,  to  save  them- 
selves from  the  punishment  they  really 
deserved.  He  considered  that  this  un- 
fortunate officer  was  sacrificed  to  over- 
weening  confidence  in  the  second  in 
command  of  the  Clpdt.  He  trusted  that 
officer  in  every  way,  and  then  that 
officer  had  tamed  round  upon  him. 
There  was  one  other  point  he  would 
like  to  submit  to  the  Committee.  After 
the  court  martial  had  dismissed  the 
Commander  of  the  Clyde  from  the  Ser- 
vice, the  second  in  command  was  tried, 
and  though  the  Commander  of  the  Clyde 
was  subpoenaed  as  a  witness,  the  court 
absolutely  refused  to  receive  him  aa  a 
witness,  although  he  had  been  the  Com- 
mander of  the  ship,  and  there  wore 
many  things  stated  at  the  inquiry  which 
he  had  no  opportunity  of  refuting  be- 
cause he  was  not  represented,  and  hia 
evidence  could  not  be  given.  That  in 
itself,  he  thought,  was  a  very  serious 
matter;  but,  however  that  might  be, 
the  case  he  now  brought  before  the 
Committee  was  simply  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  court  being  illegal  its  deci- 
sion was  of  no  value,  and  went  for  no- 
thing. He  firmly  believed  that  the  de- 
cision was  illegal,  for  these  two  officers 
ought  to  have  sat  upon  the  court  mar- 
tial, and  he  was  quite  sure  there  were 
many  officers  in  the  Navy  who  were  of 
the  same  opinion.  Every  officer  he  had 
spoken  to  took  the  same  view,  and  one 
of  them  who  had  been  and  still  was  one 
of  the  greatest  friends  of  Commander 
Heron  was  General  Gordon,  who  was 
now  at  Khartoum,  and  had  accepted  his 
services  on  hia  intended  journey  to  the 
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Congo.  General  Cbrdon  was  the  least 
litefy  man  in  the  world  to  accept  the 
serrices  of  a  man  who  he  thought  had 
been  guilty  of  the  crimes  alleged  against 
Commander  Heron.  He  was  deprived 
of  every  opportunity  of  Tindicating  his 
cbaracter  Defore  this  court,  and  holding 
that  the  cooetitntioa  of  the  court  was 
illegal,  be  felt  that  he  ought  to  leave  no 
stone  unturned  on  behalf  of  this  un- 
fortunate officer  in  order  to  replace  him 
in  his  former  position ;  and  he  main- 
tained that  if  the  constitution  of  the 
court  was  illegal  the  decision  at  which 
it  arrived  must  be  quashed.  He  sym- 
pathized much  with  the  position  in 
vhich  this  gentleman  was  placed,  be- 
cause, whatever  the  decision  of  the  court 
martial  might  have  been,  he  was  satis- 
fied that  he  had  never  done  anything  in 
his  life  to  discredit  himself,  or  that  would 
raise  a  blush  on.  the  face  of  any  of  his 
iriends. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £!0,160,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense 
of  Martial  Law,  &c.  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst 
day  of  March  \^i6."— {Captain  Maxweil'Heron.) 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  said,  his  recollection 
of  what  had  occurred  last  year  entirely 
con6rmed  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  opposite.  On  that 
occasion  the  intention  of  the  House  was, 
no  doubt,  that  the  whole  of  the  points 
raised  in  the  debate  should  bo  referred 
to  tho  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  Ho 
himself  was  present  on  the  occasion,  and 
remembered  that  he  had  asked  tho  Pnme 
JUinister  that  very  question,  and  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friends  had 
had  the  advantage  of  hearing  tho  whole 
of  the  debate  and  that  all  the  points 
raised  would  be  referred  to  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  considerable  surprise  that  he  found 
that  only  one  point  had  been  referred  to 
tlie  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  for  in- 
quiry, that  ^oint  being,  in  his  (Sir  John 
Hay's)  opinion,  of  not  much  value.  The 
composition  of  the  court  martial  was,  no 
doubt,  satisfactory ;  but  the  evidence 
brought  before  it  had  been  recognized 
by  many  as  evidence  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  relied  upon  ;  and  although  he 
understood  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
to  say  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence 
to  justify  the  findingof  theoourt  martial 
irrespective  of  the  evidence  supposed  to 
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be  taintedi  yet  the  Committee  woald  per- 
ceive how  much  the  mind  of  the  Court 
would  at  the  time  have  been  influenced 
by  the  evidence  whi^  would  be  pre- 
sented to  it,  although  it  was  found  after- 
wards that  the  evidence  was  such  that  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  received.  A 
court  composed  of  men  not  of  legal  mind, 
but  of  honourable  gentlemen  only,  hav- 
ing before  them  evidence  which  at  the 
time  was  not  properly  estimated  at  its 
true  value,  would  naturally  be  influenced 
in  its  decision  by  that  evidence ;  and  al- 
though it  might  be  true  that  some  sub- 
ordinate points  were  not  affected  by  the 
character  of  that  evidence,  yet  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  charges  most 
detrimental  to  the  character  of  this  officer 
were  the  charges  which  were  not  proved. 
He  was  bound  to  say — it  was  lus  du^ 
to  say— that  Commander  Henm.  had 
served  with  him  daring  five  years,  and 
that  he  knew  him  to  be  an  officer  of  high 
character,  in  view  of  which  clroumstance 
it  did  seem  to  him  that  his  case  was  of 
the  hardest.  That  officer  had  served 
with  the  highest  character  imtil  he  was 
45  years  of  age,  originally  in  the  Ked 
Sea,  and  there  he  was  placed  in  relation 
with  General  Gordon.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  letter  from  that  distinguished 
man  to  Commander  Heron,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  he  had  selected  him 
to  accompany  him  to  the  Congo,  which 
arrangement  would  have  been  carried 
out  had  not  General  Gordon  been  sent 
on  his  present  mission  to  the  Soudan. 
It  seemed  to  him  tbat  so  distinguished 
an  officer  as  Commander  Heron,  whose 
character  when  he  came  home  from  the 
Bed  Sea  so  highly  commended  itself  to 
Generul  Gordon,  was  not  the  man  of 
whom  it  ou^ht  to  be  sup^sed  that  he 
would  commit  an  act  ^niich  he  must 
have  known  would  ruin  his  name  and 
fortune.  He  contended  that  the  cha- 
racter of  this  officer  ought  not  to  be  ruined 
entirely  for  a  comparatively  trifling 
mistake.  Commander  Heron  was  sent 
down  to  the  Clyde,  a  vessel  fitted  up  as  a 
dancing  saloon,  with  gas  pipes  and  other 
appurtenances,  and  with  a  gunner  in 
ohai^e.  Commander  Heron  was  not 
expected  to  superintend  the  dances, 
which  he  believed  was  the  work  of 
sergeants  and  of  this  gunner,  who  had 
been  sentenced  to  dismissal  from  the 
Service  with  disgrace.  Commander 
Heron,  who  had  been  all  his  life  on 
active  service,  had  bo  far 
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himaelf  thai  when  he  returned  from  the 
Bed  3ea  he  was  offered  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  retired  captain,  aUhooffh'he  pre- 
ferred aerrice  in  a  lower  ruik  which  would 
affored  him  occnpation.  He  (Sir  John 
Hay)  acknowledged  that  he  hod  not 
sufficiently  attended  to  the  duties  which 
he  was  appointed  to  discha^e  on  board 
the  Clydt,  and  that  he  thought  certainly 
deserved  some  punishment ;  but  the 
amount  of  punishment  in  such  cases 
should,  in  his  opinion,  be  proportioned 
to  the  offence.  It  was  perfectly  clear 
that  the  House  of  Commons  had  a  right 
to  see  that  the  Act  by  which  courts  martial 
were  appointed  was  correctly  carried  ont, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  their  province  to 
inquire  into  the  eentenoes  of  courts 
martial.  Now,  who  were  the  officers  to 
be  excused  from  sitting  oncourtsmartial? 
There  was  a  special  clause  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  by  which  Admiral  Superin- 
traidenta  were  so  excused.  He  had  served 
on  many  courts  martial,  and  knew  per- 
fectly well  how  the  Act  was  to  be  in- 
terpreted ;  it  provided  that  every  officer 
should  appear  on  board  the  fiagship  who 
was  within  sight  of  flag  or  sound  of  gun. 
It  was  decided  by  Captain  Codrington's 
superiors  that  his  services  were  of  more 
value  in  another  capacity.  That  officer 
had  business  to  attend  to  in  Portsmouth 
Harbour ;  the  court  martial  was  held  on 
three  successive  days ;  he  was  present 
at  Portsmouth  and  was  cognizant  of  the 
fact  that  a  court  martial  was  being  held  ; 
but  as  he  had  pointed  out,  through  no 
fault  of  his  own,  he  did  not  attend.  But 
then  there  was  the  captain  of  the  Vernon. 
He  had,  it  was  true,  applied  for  leave 
of  absence,  but  he  had  not  availed  him- 
self of  it,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
attended  on  board  the  flagship  on  which 
the  court  was  held,  and  to  have  answered 
to  his  name  when  oalled  upon.  The  re- 
sult of  the  absence  of  these  two  officers 
was,  that  Commander  Heron  instead  of 
being  tried  by  a  court  composed  of  an 
admiral  and  six  captains  was  tried  by 
a  court  composed  only  of  an  admiral 
and  four  captains.  A  court  of  six  was 
undoubtedly  of  more  value  than  a  court 
consistiuff  of  five  officers  only.  He  knew 
not  whether  this  court  martial  of  five  was 
or  was  not  unanimous,  because  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  were  bound  not  to  re- 
veal what  toot  place  beyond  the  room 
in  which  the  court  was  held ;  so  much 
BO,  indeed,  that  a  g^ant  friend  of  his, 
overjoyed  at  the  fact  that  the  character 

Bir  John  May 


of  a  fellow-officer  had  been  cleared,  bar- 
ing  told  him,  when  he  returned  his  sword, 
that  he  had  been  unanimously  acquitted, 
was  justly  reprimanded  for  breaking  the 
rules.  Bat  he  would  say  thi^  a  court  of 
six  would  have  had  more  stability,  and 
its  decision  carried  more  waght,  espe- 
cially as  the  Act  of  Parliament  said  that 
a  court  martial  should  consist  of  nine 
officers,  and  that  it  was  only  when  that 
number  could  not  be  obtained,  that  it 
might  consist  of  less.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  court  in  question  was  illo- 
gally  constituted  ;  and,  that  being  so,  it 
was  a  point  which  that  House  and  the 
Committee  had  a  fair  right  to  consider. 
WeU,  theu,  they  had  the  fact  that  the 
court  was  illegally  constituted;  that  the 
officer  tried  was  a  man  of  high  cha- 
racter up  to  the  time  at  which  he  joined 
the  Clyde;  that  he  joined  that  vessel 
when  his  he^th  was  unequal  to  the  dis- 
oharge  of  his  duties.  No  doubt,  it  would 
have  been  better  had  he  acted  on  the 
proposalof  the  Admiralty  to  retire  wh«i 
he  came  home,  in  which  case  he  would 
have  been  in  the  enji^ment  of  retired 
pay,  instead  of  having  lost  the  reward 
of  his  services  and  the  high  character 
he  had  gained.  But,  in  view  of  the 
facts  he  had  set  forth,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  Admiralty  were  bound  to  give 
Commander  Heron  a  new  trial,  or  at 
least  that  they  should  not  insist  upon 
the  carrying  out  of  a  sentence  of  this 
severity  which  was  not  usually  passed 
on  officers  of  rank  and  good  i^racter 
unless  they  had  committed  themselves 
in  a  manner  which  was  certainly  not 
attributed  to  Commander  Heron.  If  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  would  allow  it, 
he  would  prefer  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  on  the  words  he  hadhimself 
placed  upon  the  Paper ;  but  in  any  case 
he  wonld  appeal  to  the  Admiralty  not  to 
treat  with  such  extreme  rigour  on  officer 
of  distinction  for  the  first  offence,  and  he 
appealed  to  the  Committee  to  join  him 
in  insisting  that  a  further  trial  should 
take  place  in  consequence  of  the  fact 
that  the  court  martial  which  tried  C<Mn- 
mander  Heron  was  not  constituted  in 
accordance  with  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  solicitor  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Faeher  Hbeschbxl)  said,  it  was,  of 
course,  impossible  not  to  sympathize 
with  the  interest  felt  in  this  case  by  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Captain  Hax- 
well-Heron)  and  by  the  right  hon.  and 
g^t  Admir^  o^^^y^g,e» 
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relatives  of  the  officer  ooocemed  in  the 
finding  of  the  Clyde  court  martial ;  bat 
it  appeared  to  him,  nevertheless^  that  it 
voald  be  wrong  it'  the  Oommittee  vers 
to  aUoT  that  feeling  to  induce  them  to 
say  that  officers  or  seamen  tried  by 
4X)urt  martial  had  anj  auch  claim  as  that 
the  House  of  Commons  was  a  proper 
Oourt  of  Appeal  in  such  cases.  His 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  said  that  was 
the  only  Court  of  Appeal  open  to  them  ; 
but  he  could  conceive  nothing  worse 
than  a  tribunal  of  that  House  dealing 
with  cases  from  courts  martial;  there 
was  no  tribunal  more  unfit  to  deal  with 
an  appeal  of  that  kind  from  a  court 
oonneting  of  honourable  and  upright 
men  who  had  heard  the  whole  evidence 
and  come  to  a  conclusion  honestly  and 
impartially  on  the  facts.  How  could 
liie  House  sit  as  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  a 
case  like  this?  Hon.  Members  would 
recdleet  that  last  year  it  was  Bugsested 
in  that  House  that  Oommander  Heron 
had  been  convicted  on  the  evidence 
of  tainted  witnesses  itnsupported  by  any 
corroborative  evidence,  and  that  the 
question  whether  there  hod  been  any 
corroborative  evidence  had  not  been 
before  considered,  and  that  there  was  a 
strong  presumption  that  he  had  been 
improperly  convicted.  That  was  the 
case  put  before  the  House  last  year,  and 
the  Prime  Minister  then  said  he  would 
lay  the  matter  before  the  Attorney 
General  and  himself  (the  Solicitor 
General),  in  order  that  they  might  ex- 
amine ih.B  evidence  taken  before  the 
oourt  martial,  and  say  whether  there 
vas  an^Uiing  in  that  evidence  which 
woold  justify  any  Constitutional  inter- 
ference in  the  case,  or  justify  any  other 
eourse  being  taken.  Acoordinffly,  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  and  he  devoted 
themselves  to  the  task,  which  was  no 
light  one,  for  they  had  to  read  over 
many  hundred  pages  of  evidence  given 
before  the  court  martial,  and  they 
determined  to  exercise  a  perfectly  im- 
partial judgment  on  it.  They  entered 
upon  their  task  with  an  inclination 
rigidly  to  scrutinize  everything  that  had 
occurred  before  the  oourt  martial,  and 
with  every  disposition  of  sympathy  for 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  who  had 
broufi^t  the  matter  before  the  House ; 
they  read  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
independently,  and  by  agreement  they 
exchanged  their  views  by  letter,  so  that 
eaoh  might  reoord  his  views  without 


knowing  the  conclusion  at  which  the 
other  had  arrived.  Having  done  so,  the 
conclusion  arrived  ai  was  that  the 
evidence  laid  before  the  court  martial 
was  such  as  to  jnstofy  the  finding  of  that 
court  martial ;  that  there  was  ample 
evidence  without  the  tainted  evidence  to 
justify  the  decision  at  which  they  had 
arrived  ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  the 
court  martial  could  have  come  to  any 
other'oon elusion.  How,  then,  could  that 
House  deal  with  the  question  ?  Unless 
they  were  prepared  to  go  through  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  given,  how  could 
they  sit  in  judgment  on  the  conclusion 
at  which  the  court  martial  had  arrived  ? 
He  had  read  through  the  whole  of  the 
evidence,  and  he  could  not  help  saying 
that  be  had  never  perused  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  Oourt  of  Justice  which  showed 
more  scrupulous  propriety  than  the 
proceedings  before  this  court  martial ; 
and  he  was  bound  to  say  that  it  refieoted 
tiie  lughest  credit  upon  the  person 
whose  duty  it  was  to  advise  the  Court, 
Throughout  the  whole  case  not  a  single 
question  was  put  that  there  was  any 
doubt  about;  every  question  objected  to 
in  any  way  was  withdrawn  and  another 
course  adopted  ;  in  short,  he  had  never 
known  in  any  Court  of  Justice  a  case 
tried  with  more  care.  Of  course,  he  did 
not  want  to  enter  on  the  circumstances 
brought  before  the  court  martial — it 
would  be  unnecessary  to  do  so— but  he 
must  demur  to  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentieman  oppo- 
site that  they  were  trivial  matters. 
They  were  serious  matters  proved  by 
evidence  beyond  all  possibility  of  ques- 
tion, and  with  regard  to  which  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  arrive  at  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  at  which  the 
court  martial  had  arrived.  With  re- 
gard to  what  had  been  said  in  pallia- 
tion of  Oommander  Heron's  conduct,  he 
knew  that  the  officers  who  tried  him 
gave  every  consideration  to  his  good 
character  and  distinguished  services; 
yet  they  were  bound  to  act  also  with 
regard  to  the  evidence,  and  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  allow  any  feeling  of 
sympathy  for  the  individual  or  his  past 
services  to  cause  them, to  arrive  at  a 
ooncluaion  not  warranted  by  the  facts  of 
the  case.  He  said  that,  so  far  as  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  and  himself 
had  been  able  to  judge,  no  injustice  had 
been  done  in  this  case ;  and  when  his 
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case  OA  having  been  exceptionally  dealt 
with,  he  could  assure  him  that  it  had 
been  dealt  with  with  the  sole  object  of 
finding  out  the  truth.  Now,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  constitution  of  the  court 
martial,  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  opposite  had  raised  what  was 
purely  a  technical  question.  His  words 
were  to  the  effect  that  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  honour,  ability,  and  integrity 
of  the  officers  who  constituted  the  court 
marUal. 

8iE  JOHN  HAT:  I  said  that  the 
Commander  of  the  Clyde  was  satisfied 
with  that. 

The  80UCIT0R  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faebee  Hbrschell)  :  Then,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Clyde  was  satisfied  that 
these  officers  were  men  by  whom  he  was 
willing  to  be  tried.  That  being  so, 
the  judgment  thoy  arrived  at  could  not 
be  complained  of,  even  if,  as  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  said,  the 
tribunal  ought  to  have  Included  two 
captains  more.  [SirJonNHAY:  Hear, 
hear !  ]  That,  he  said,  was  a  purely 
technical  questiott.  There  could  1>e  no 
doubt  that,  in  former  times,  there  were 
occasions  in  connection  with  which  ques- 
tions were  raised,  subsequently,  as  to 
the  constitution  of  courts  martial,  where 
persons  who  had  been  summoned  did 
not  attend  ;  but  in  order  to  prevent  in- 
valid proceedings  by  court  martial,  on 
this  ground,  the  Legislature  had  inter- 
vened and  passed  an  enactment,  which 
he  would  shortly  refer  to.  He  admitted 
that  the  Statute  provided  that  allofl&cers 
within  call  should  be  present  on  board 
the  flagship ;  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  admit  that  this  applied  to  au  officer 
who  had  obtained  leave  of  absence, 
which  was  running  at  the  time  when  the 
court  martial  was  summoned,  or  that  he 
was  bound  to  attend,  without  it  was  ne- 
cessaiy  to  summon  him  to  do  so.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  Statute  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment,  bound  an  officer  so 
placed  to  attend.  That,  he  thought, 
disposed  of  the  oase  of  the  captain  of 
the  Vemen,  Thtf  other  case  was  that  of 
Oaptain  Codrington.  That  officer  was 
conducting  some  impui-taut  experiments 
at  a  distance  from  tlio  port.  There  was 
nothing  more  to  say  with  regard  to  his 
case  ;  and  he  was  uot  prepared  to  admit 
that,  these  two  officers  being  absent  for 
the  reasons  stated,  the  court  martial 
"was,  upon  that  ground,  improperly  con- 
stituted.   But  the  Enactment  of  1866 
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disposed  of  the  technical  point  alto- 
gether, for  it  distinctly  laid  down  that 
any  objection  to  the  constitution  of  a 
court  martial  must  be  raised  before  the 
trial,  and  not  afterwards.  That  pro- 
vision was  passed  by  the  Legislature  to 
prevent  technical  objections  Being  after- 
wards taken  to  the  proceedings  of  courts 
martial.  If  a  particular  officer  hap- 
pened to  have  friends  in  that  House  who 
were  interested  in  his  case,  and  could  rely 
upon  it  being  re-opened  by  them  on  every 
occasion,  it  was  obviously  impossible 
that  any  decision  could  be  airived  at  by 
a  court  martial  which  would  be  final; 
and,  therefore,  he  met  the  technical  ob- 
jection of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral  by  saying  that  objection  to  the 
constitution  of  the  court  must  be  taken 
before,  and  not  after,  the  trial.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  asked 
them  to  say  that  in  this  particular  case, 
in  the  face  of  the  evidence  given,  the 
finding  of  the  court  martial  should  bo 
set  aside.  But  would  it  be  right,  woutd 
it  be  Constitutional  or  fit,  upon  the 
grounds  stated  by  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Admiral,  that  that  should  be 
done  ?  He  vas  sure  that  nothing  would 
be  more  properly  made  the  subject  of 
adverse  comment  than  such  a  course  of 
action.  Of  course,  they  could  sympa- 
thize with  the  relatives  of  a  man  who 
had  sustained  a  great  misfortune ;  but 
their  sympathy  ought  not  to  allow  them 
to  deal  with  this  question  in  the  excep- 
tional and  dangerous  manner  suggested 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
(Captain  Maxwell-Heron).  It  was  im- 
possible they  could  set  a  precedent  in 
this  case  \  indeed,  it  would  be  a  prece- 
dent of  very  evil  omen  if  they  were  to 
deal  exceptionally  with  this  case,  simply 
because  the  officer  affected  happened  to 
have  friends  who  could  bring  his  case 
foward  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Captain  MAXWELL-HESON  said, 
it  was,  no  doubt,  laid  down  that  the 
constitution  of  the  court  should  not  be 
afterwards  impeached ;  but  that  did  not 
mean  by  anybody  but  by  the  prisoner. 
Certainly,  the  prisoner;  was  the  person 
referred  to  in  that  clause  of  the  Act; 
but  how  could  the  prisoner  in  this  case 
possibly  know  that  the  court  was  not 
properly  constituted  ?  The  prisoner 
knew  that  the  names  of  the  two  officers 
referred  to  were  read  over,  and  that  it 
was  stated  that  the  officers  were  absent 
on  leave.   If  they  were/beth  absent  on 
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leare,  he  (Captain  Maxvell-Heron)  had 
nothing  more  to  saj ;  but  they  vere  not 
absent  on  leave.  One  was  on  duty  on 
board  the  tender,  and  the  tender  of  the 
sbip  must  have  left  the  harbour  that 
morning.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
of  that.  The  second  officer  had  applied 
to  have  his  leave  cancelled.  [''No, 
no  !  "]  He  (Captain  Maxwell- Heron) 
understood,  from  an  Admiralty  Minute, 
that  the  officer  had  applied  to  have  his 
leave  cancelled.  He  saw  it  in  writing, 
and  it  came  from  the  Admiralty.  The 
fact,  however,  remained  that  Captain 
Gordon  was  on  board  his  ship,  and,  if 
that  were  bo,  he  could  not  leave  on  leave ; 
he  could  not  be  absent  on  leave  and  be 
present  on  his  ship,  and  that  was  an 
argument  he  (Captain  Maxwell-Heron) 
had  used  all  along.  He  had  said  that 
the  Commander  of  the  dj/de  could  not 
challenge  the  cooBtitution  of  the  court — 
it  was  80  laid  down  by  law — ^but  he  sub- 
mitted that  any  Member  of  Parliament 
could  do  BO  if  he  thought  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  court  was  illegal.  He  thought 
this  would  have  been  a  fair  opportunity 
for  the  Admiralty  to  have  given  this 
officer  of  32  years'  standing,  with  £lve 
medals  and  the  Orderof  the  Mejidie,  men- 
tioned iu  the  despatches  from  the  Black 
Sea,  a  chauce,  at  all  events,  for  he  was 
quite  certain  that  if  the  case  were  tried 
over  ^ain  by  the  light  of  the  evidence 
tl^  had  DOW,  there  might  be  a  very 
diflrerent  result  arrived  at.  He  admitted 
now,  as  he  did  last  year,  that  they  were 
very  nufortanate  in  the  defence  that  they 
could  bring  up.  The  counsel  for  the 
defence,  a  very  able  man,  told  him,  after 
the  evidence  was  given — and  one  of  the 
witnesses  distinctly  perjured  himself, 
for  he  was  convicted  of  the  very  thing 
he  swore  he  did  not  do — that  it  was  his 
belief  that  had  the  case  been  tried  before 
a  Judge  and  j  ury  the  verdict  would  have 
been  very  different.  He  (Captain  Max- 
well-Heron) agreed  with  the  Solicitor 
General  (Sir  Farrer  Herschell)  that  the 
prisoner  could  not  impeach  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  court  after  the  decision  ;  but 
that  law  only  applied  to  the  prisoner, 
and  not  to  anybody  else.  The  Act  of 
Parliament  did  not  lay  down  that  he 
(Captain  Hazwell-Herou),  or  any  other 
Member  of  Farliamrat,  should  not  do 
it.  He  maintained  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Commander  of  the  Cli/dt  to 
know  that  the  two  officers,  Qordon  and 
C(>dringt<m,  ought  to  have  been  in  the 


court,  because  he  was  then  a  pxisoneron 
board  the  Ihtla  of  WellingtoHf  and  had 
been  so  for  some  days. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  all  those  who 
had  any  recollection  of  the  debate  which 
took  place  last  year  on  this  subject  must 
remember  how  deeply  impressed  the 
House  was  with  the  very  able  and  feel- 
lug  manner  in  which  the  hon.  and 
g^lant  Gentleman  (Captain  Maxwell- 
Heron)  brought  forward  his  case.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  good  taste  and 
judgment  displayed  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  in  the  impressive  re- 
marks he,  on  that  oocaMoDi  addressed  to 
the  House.  For  a  long  time  the  House 
was  put  off  with  the  usual  cold-blooded 
official  answer,  and  the  sneer  that  if  the 
gallant  officer  had  not  relatives  in  the 
House  his  case  would  not  have  been 
brought  before  Parliament.  It  was  not 
until  the  Prime  Minister  came  in  and, 
gathering  up  what  had  taken  place,  found 
^at  the  cold-blooded  officialism  would 
not  do,  that  anything  like  a  satisfactory 
solution  was  arrived  at.  The  Prime 
Minister,  who  was  wonderfully  smart  in 
gauging  the  sense  and  feeling  of  the 
House,  saw  in  a  moment  that  the  matter 
must  be  treated  in  a  conciliatory  spirit. 
As  there  was,  according  to  the  present 
miserable  system,  no  Court  of  Appeal 
to  which  parties  might  take  a  decision 
of  a  court  martial,  the  Prime  Minister, 
with  his  high  sense  of  justice  and 
honour,  promised  that  all  the  pointa 
which  had  been  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  (Captain  Maxwell- 
Heron)  should  be  referred  to  the  Lav 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  It  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Warton),  however,  after  lis- 
tening with  care  and  attention  to  the 
able  statement  of  the  Solicitor  General, 
that  all  the  points  had  not  been  bo  re- 
ferred. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faerer  Hersohkll)  begged  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  pardon.  He 
was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  de- 
bate last  year ;  he  read  the  whole  of 
evidence,  and  every  point  whioh  was 
then  raised  had  been  oonsidwed  by  the 
Law  Officers. 

Mr.  WASTON  said,  the  point  to 
which  he  particularly  referred  was  llxe 
constitution  of  the  court.  Although  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General 
argued  the  ease  with  regard  to  the  im- 
peachment of  the  constitution  of  a  court 
martial,  he  did  not  sa^  in  so  man;jr 
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TTords  that  the  point  was  referred  to  the 
Law  Offlcen  of  the  Grown.  He  (Mr. 
Warton)  was  justified,  therefore,  in  say- 
ing that  the  pledge  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister  had  not  been  kept,  and  that 
instead  of  all  the  points  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Captain 
Maxwell-Heron)  being  referred  to  the 
Law  Officers,  only  one  point  was  so  re- 
ferred, and  that  was  the  question  of  the 
sufflcieney  of  evidence  given  before  the 
court  martial. 

Thb  solicitor  general  (Sir 
Fakkkb  Hsbsohkll)  said,  he  was  bound 
to  correct  tiie  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr. 
Warton).  In  the  first  instance,  it  was 
not  understood  that  the  question  of  the 
oonBtituti(m  of  the  court  waa  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Law  Offlcem ;  but  as  the 

S*  fbt  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  the 
ember  for  Wigton  (Sir  John  Hay)  oon- 
aidered  that  that  point  ought  to  have 
been  referred,  the  Admiralty  brought 
the  point  before  the  Law  Of&cers. 

Mb.  warton  said,  he  was  perfectly 
right  so  far  that,  in  the  first  place,  the 
pledge  given  by  the  Prime  Minister  was 
not  kept.  Until  the  Solicitor  General 
rose  for  the  last  and  third  time  that 
night,  nothing  bad  been  said  to  show 
that  the  question  of  the  constitution  of 
the  court  had  been  referred  to  the  Law 
Officers,  and  it  was  only  when  they  were 
about  to  divide,  that  they  wore  told  that 
something  took  place  between  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Sir  John 
Hay)  and  Ulo  Admiralty,  and  that  then 
the  point  was  referred  to  the  Jaw  Offi- 
cers. He  thought  that  what  the  Prime 
Minister  meant  was,  that  there  should 
be  a  reference  of  all  the  questions  raised ; 
and,  therefore,  he  was  a  little  surprised 
that  the  Law  Officers  should  have  stood 
upon  any  technicality  of  the  Act  of  1866. 
whatever  was  the  intention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  had  very  wide  liberty  given  to 
them,  so  that  they  were  hardly  justified 
in  standing  by  technicalities.  It  was 
rather  hard  for  this  unfortunate  officer, 
about  whose  services  they  had  heard  so 
much — ^who  seemed  to  have  been  so 
Torthy  an  officer— that  the  House  did 
not  eome  to  a  decision  last  year  in  re- 
spect to  these  wretched  charges  about 
paint  pots  and  other  trivial  things.  It 
was  only  bpr  means  of  the  promise  given 
by  the  Prune  Minister  that  a  decision 
T.as  averted  last  year ;  and  he  hoped 
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now,  that  more  light  had  been  thrown 
on  Uie  ease,  it  would  be  found,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Oratle- 

man  (Captain  Maxwell-Heron), that  much 
of  the  corroborative  evidence  was  sup- 
plied  by  tainted  witnesses,  and  that  no 
reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon  it.  He 
(Mr.  Warton)  did  not  pretend  to  have 
read  all  the  evidence;  but  the  impression 
made  on  his  mind  by  the  debate  last 
year  was  that  the  Commander  of  the 
Clyd0  was  very  unjustly  treated,  and 
that  the  witnesses  brought  against  him 
were  tainted.  Though  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  were  of  opinion  tliat  there 
was  corroborative  evidence,  it  was  quite 
possible,  when  alltheramifi^donsc^the 
conspiracy  had  been  discovered,  that  a 
new  inquiry  would  be  granted.  He 
hoped  that,  under  ail  the  (UroumBtaaoea, 
the  QoTemment  would  take  a  larger  and 
broader  view  of  the  case  than  they  had 
hitherto  done ;  and  that,  ccmsidering  the 
long  eervioe  of  the  officer,  tiie  trivial 
nature  of  the  oharges  preferred  gainst 
him,  and  the  tainted  character  of  the  evi- 
dence, they  would  have  no  more  of  tiie 
cold-blooded  officialism  which  had  been 
displayed,  or  of  the  sneers  at  the  fact 
that  the  gallant  officer  had  relatives  in 
the  House. 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  asked  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  to  understand  ihat,  for  the 
future,  a  court  martial  in  a  Fleet>  or 
elsewhere  where  there  were  nine  offi- 
cers, would  be  legally  eonatituted  if  the 
admiral,  or  other  persons  summoning 
the  court,  ohose  to  oonstatute  the  oourt 
of  five  or  seven,  or  any  smaller  number 
than  nine?  He  had  certainly  understood 
the  SoHoitor  General  (Sir  Farrer  Her- 
Bchell)  to  say  that  it  was  competent  for 
the  court  to  be  composed  of  any  smaller 
number  than  nine.  Although  the  Act 
of  Parliament  said  that  nine  officers 
should  oonatitute  the  oourt,  and  although 
the  Admiralty  themselves  understood 
that  that  was  so,  because  in  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  which  they  failed  to  pass, 
there  was  a  clause  altering  the  present 
law  on  the  subject,  was  the  Navy  to  un- 
derstand that  for  tiie  future  an  admiral 
or  any  other  officer  holdii^  a  court  mar- 
tial, might,  if  he  pleased,  select  a  num- 
ber of  officers  inferior  to  nine?  It  had 
always  been  understood  that  the  officers 
to  compose  a  oourt  martial  should  be 
appointed  according  to  their  seniority. 
It  was,  therefore,  important  to  know 
whether  it  was  possible  th«t  ^  wv^e^ 
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martial  o(Aild  bd  packed ;  that  the  mem- 
bwB  of  the  oourt  need  not  be  the  nine 
senior  officers  raesent  in  the  Fleet  or  on 
tiie  Station  ?  He  hoped  they  would  hear 
from  tiie  Solicitor  General  whether  the 
Admiral  or  the  officer  authorized  to  sum- 
mon a  court  martial  might  select  a  num- 
ber inferior  to  the  number  which  was 
intended  bjr  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
mi^t  ehooBe  them  witiiout  referenoe  to 
their  seniority,  as  was  done  in  the  case 
under  oonnderation  ? 

80LI0IT0B  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbsb  Hbrsohzll)  said,  he  had  not 
sug^fested  anything  of  the  kind.  The 
Act  provided  that  a  court  martial  should 
not  consist  of  less  than  five,  or  more 
than  nine. 

Sib  JOHN  HAT  begged  the  hon. 
aad  learned  Gentleman's  pardon.  The 
words  "  if  they  be  present^'  wwe  signi- 
fieant. 

Thb  SOUOITOR  general  (Sir 
Fabbbk  Hbbsohkll)  said,  that  was  an- 
other point ;  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  was  referriog  to  another  pro- 
vision. The  number  of  officers  who  were 
to  compose  the  oourt  martial  was  not 
de&iituy  fixed ;  the  Act  merely  provided 
th«re  slurald  not  be  more^uan  nine, 
or  less  than  fire. 

Sm  JOHN  HAY  said,  be  was  sorry 
to  have  to  pledge  his  opinicm  ^[ainst 
that  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman ; 
but  every  naval  officer's  reading  of  the 
Act  was  that,  if  there  were  nine  officers 
present,  the  court  martial  shoold  consist 
of  nine.  It  was  understood  that  the 
admiral  had  no  power  to  make  the 
number  smaller. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabrbb  Hbbschell)  said,  he  did  not 
want  to  disagree  with  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Admiral ;  but  it  was  competent 
for  the  President  of  the  court  to  give 
leaTO  of  absence  to  an  officer  who  had 
been  summoned,  and  there  was  nothing 
in  tile  Act  providing  that  the  oourt 
should  consist  of  nine  officers. 

Question  put. 

Tbe  Committee  divided  i — Ayes  21; 
Noes  51 :  Uajority  80.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  190.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  (Mr.  GampbelUBanner- 
man)  if  he  could  give  the  Oommittee  a 
guarantee  that  thete  would  be  any  sum 


taken  on  which  the  question  of  the 
assistance  given  by  the  Navy  to  Mr. 
Toke  could  be  raised  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
stated  that  emigration  had  notiiing  to 
do  with  Martial  Law.  The  Vote  for 
Pay  was  the  one  on  which  the  question 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Gentieman  oonld 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  he  should  like  io 
ascertain  from  the  Se<nretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty whether,  assuming  the  Tote 
were  to  be  passed  now,  there  would  bo 
an  opportiinity  on  some  future  day  to 
raise  the  question  of  the  manner  in 
which  some  of  Her  Majesfy's  ships  had 
been  utilized  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing the  enterprize  of  certain  supposed 
humanitarians?  As  many  as  four  of 
Her  Majesty's  ships  had  been  used  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  away  emigrants, 
mostiy  pauper  emigrants,  from  Con- 
naught.  If  they  consented  to  this  Vote, 
would  they  lose  their  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing that  question?  So  far  as  he 
could  see  it  was  competent  for  them  to 
raise  the  question  on  almost  any  Vote. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  the  Votes  for  Ships  and  Men  had 
been  passed  in  Committee  and  caa.  Re- 
port, so  there  would  be  no  further  op- 
portunity that  he  conld  see  on  these 
Estimates  of  raising  the  question  the 
hon.  Gentleman  desired  to  raise.  But, 
of  course,  it  was  rather  for  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  say  what  was 
in  Order  and  what  was  not. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  the  Committee 
could  not  accept  the  ruling  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Oampbell-Bannerman). 
If  tbe  Vote  now  under  consideration  was 
passed,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  raising  the  question  on  Vote 
14,  because  in  that  Vote  there  wasau  item 
for  piloting  and  towing  Her  Majesty's 
ships. 

Original  Question  put,  and  aifresd  io. 

(14.)  Motion  made,  imd  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sam,  not  ezceediog  £ll(t,90O,  "be 
granted  to  Her  Hajesty,  to  defray  the  Expense 

of  various  Miscellaneous  Servicea,  which  will 
come  in  courae  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1S85." 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  this  appeared  a 
very  proper  Vote  on  which  to  raise  the 
question  of  the  assistance  given  to  Mr. 
Tuke.  He  observed  there  was  a  sum  of 
£8,000  asked  for  for  piloting  and  towing 
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Her  Majesty's  ships,  and  he  wanted  to 
know  upon  what  principle  the  Govern- 
ment piloted  and  towed  the  famine  ships 
in  Black  Sod  Bay  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  8ome  40,000  or  50,000  unfor- 
tunate Irish  people  off  to  Canada  ?  He 
wished  to  know,  in  the  first  place,  why 
Her  Majesty's  officers  undertook  the 
duty  of  assisting  Mr.  Tuke  in  importing 
these  poor  unfc^tn&ate  people  from  their 
homes  ?  A  number  of  gentlemen,  who 
knew  nothing  whatever  about  Ireland, 
went  about  making  promises  to  the 
people  of  the  West,  many  of  whom  did 
not  understand  a  word  of  English — 
making  them  promises  of  remarkable 
situations  and  great  benefits  if  they 
would  emigprate  to  Canada  or  elsewhere; 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government  helped 
these  gentlemen,  at  whose  head  was 
Mr.  Tuke,  in  their  nefarious  business, 
to  the  tune  of  £46,000.  In  addition  to 
that  grant,  they  lent  Mr.  Tuke's  Com- 
mittee Her  Majesty's  ships,  in  which  the 
emigrants  were  taken  from  the  shore  to 
the  emigrant  ships,  from  which,  in  due 
course,  the  emigrants  were  shot,  like  so 
much  rubbish,  on  the  Canadian  shore. 
On  whose  authority  were  the  ships  lent 
to  Mr.  Tuke ;  and  would  a  guarantee 
be  given  that  Her  Majesty's  ships 
would  not  be  again  used  for  the  same 
purpose?  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Tuke 
had  done  his  work,  and,  therefore,  there 
was  not  much  probability  of  the  Go- 
vernment doing  any  more  mischief  by 
lending  their  ships  to  carry  away  Irish 
emigrants. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNBRMAN 
said,  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  should 
think  it  was  extremely  unlikely  that 
anything  was  paid  for  piloting  and  tow- 
ing Her  Majesty's  ships  on  the  West 
Coaet  of  Ireland. 

Me.  HEALY  :  Then,  how  did  the 
ships  get  into  Black  Sod  Bay  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNEBMAN, 
continuing,  said,  that  with  regard  to  the 
general  question,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  Mr.  Tuke's 
enterprize,  because  he  was  not  ofiScially 
advised.  The  Admiralty  were  pressed 
to  give  this  small  assistance,  and  they 
did  80 ;  but  from  what  he  could  under- 
stand, it  was  not  intended  to  make  a 
further  request  to  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  question  arose  here;  but 
there  was  a  sum  down  for  wars  against 
piratM? 

Mr.  Staly 


The  chairman  :  There  is  no  item 
for  war,  and  the  question  is,  in  my 
opinion,  altogether  out  of  Order.  I  did 
not  stop  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan, 
because  it  seemed  to  me  that  he  was 
putting  a  simple  question,  requiring 
only  a  simple  answer.  It  is  clearly  out 
of  Order  to  raise  such  a  qoestion  as 
emigration  on  a  Vote  for  Hlotage.  That 
refers  to  pilotage  in  the  Suez  Canal, 
and  dearly  has  no  reference  to  Mr.Tuke's 
scheme. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  if  he  could  ruse 
the  question  on  Vote  14  J 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Yes. 

Mr.  HEALY  pointed  out  that  this 
was  a  Vote  for  the  pilotage  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  on  Foreign  and  Home 
stations,  and  said  Black  Sod  Bay  was  a 
Home  station  into  which  vessels  could 
not  get  without  pilotage.  He  challenged 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  say 
that  iron-dads  could  get  into  that  bay 
without  pilotage.  That  being  so,  he 
failed  to  see  why  Black  Sod  Bay  did  not 
come  in  under  this  Vote  for  Piloti^ ; 
and  he,  therefore,  submitted  that  he 
was  entitled  to  raise  this  point. 

Thx  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  adhere  to 
my  opinion  that  it  would  be  oat  of  Order 
to  raise  a  question  like  emigration  upon 
a  Vote  for  the  Pilotage  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  for  towing  them  through  uie 
Suez  Canal.  Such  a  discussion  would 
be  altogether  out  of  Order. 

Mr.  KENNY  rose  to  a  point  of  Order, 
and  observing  that  as  he  understood 
these  ships  had  been  engaged  on  special 
eerrice,  said,  there  was  item  of  £300, 
under  Sub-head  D,  for  gratuities  fbr 
special  services. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  No  part  of  this 
item  is  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  the  Committee 
were  not  aware  of  that,  and  he  should 
move  to  reduce  the  Tote  by  £800,  this 
mysterious  sum  for  gratuities  for  spedal 
services.  That  Motion,  he  apprehended} 
would  raise  the  question  of^ the  alloca- 
tion of  this  Fund. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  have  no  desire 
to  stop  any  discussion  that  is  at  all  regu- 
lar; but  I  could  not  allow  such  a  ques- 
tion as  gratuities  for  special  service  to 
be  discussed,  after  the  statement  of  the 
Minister  in  charge  that  no  portion  of  this 
money  would  be  applied  to  Mr.  Take's 
emigration  scheme. 

Mr.  KENNY  thought  it  would  then 
be  desirable  to  take  timfrto  examine  th^ 
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Appropriatioii  Acoonnt,  and  see  how  this 
Bum  would  be  expended.  He  would  re- 
commend the  GoTerament  to  postpone 
this  Vote,  in  order  that  Members  might 
aatiafy  themselves  upon  this  matter,  and 
he  would  move  that  Progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again,'*— (i/r.  Kenny,) 
— put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Ub.  HEALY  mentioned  that  there 
was  anitem  of  £4,500 ior allowances  tor 
lodging  and  subsistence  for  officers  and 
crews  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  detained 
by  stress  of  weather  when  on  temporary 
or  special  services,  and  he  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Admiralty  to  state  what 
those  special  services  were,  if  they  were 
not  connected  with  this  emigration 
scheme  ?  These  crews  were  a  loog  time 
occupied  upon  this  emigration  scheme, 
and  be  wished  to  know  what  were  the 
special  services  that  entitled  them  to  this 
£4.500,  or  what  the  total  cost  of  this 
emigration  was? 

Ma.OAMPBELL-BANNEEMAN  re- 
pliedf  that  he  was  not  aware  that  there 
were  any  special  services  whatever.  The 
cruisers  employed  were  on  their  natural 
Station  on  tiie  West  Coast  of  Ireland, 
and  that  the  allowanoes  for  officers  and 
men  went  on  all  the  same,  whether  they 
were  engaged  in  assisting  Ifo.  Tuke's 
Socte^,  or  on  the  ordinary  duties  of  their 
Station.  He  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  special  expense  incurred.? 

Me.  HARRINGTON  said,  that,  in 
any  case,  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  was 
a  particularly  large  item.  Had  the  hon. 
Gentleman  no  information  to  give  upon 
this  matter  ?  How  did  it  happen  that 
a  number  of  officers  and  men  went  on 
shore,  and  were  detained  on  shore  so 
long  ?  Sailors  were  rather  fond  of  going 
on  shore  whenever  they  could  get  an 
<^^rtnnif7,  and  they  remained  as  long 
as  they  could ;  but  that  was  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing,  and  he  apprehended  that 
this  item  only  meant  charges  foe  ocoa- 
MODS  when  ^ey  had  been  detained  on 
shore  for  special  services.  Were  the 
casualties  in  the  Sorvice  so  numerous 
that  this  large  item  was  required  ?  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  give 
such  general  lines  of  detail  as  would  in- 
dicate the  special  services  upon  which 
^t  would  be  likely  that  so  many  men 
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as  this  sum  would  pay  would  be  en- 
gaged. 

Me.  KENNY  asked  whether  any  por- 
tion of  this  £4,500  had  been  devoted  to 
the  maintenance  of  Marines  in  Dublin  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  re- 
plied in  the  negative,  and  said,  this  was 
not  a  very  large  sum,  when  they  consi- 
dered that  the  ships  were  employed  in 
all  quarters  of  the  globe  on  di£Ferent 
services,  and  on  various  Stations.  This 
item  was  based  upon  the  experience  of 
many  years  past.  The  same  sum  was 
taken  last  year,  and  he  thought  that 
would  go  to  show  that  there  was  nothing 
in  this  item  connected  with  Mr.  Tuke's 
or  any  other  Fund. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  was  not 
speaking  of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund,  and  this 
item  had  not  been  justified  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  observations.  When  ezpe- 
ditions  were  sent  from  ships  abroad, 
they  were  supplied  with  provisions 
from  the  ships  for  a  three,  or  four,  or 
seven  days'  journey,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  they  always  provided  themselves 
for  emergencies.  Therefore,  the  number 
of  casualties  must  be  very  large  indeed 
if,  after  they  had  been  fitted  out  from 
the  ships,  they  were  still  detained  so 
long  beyond  the  time  provided  for  that 
this  large  item  should  be  required  to 
defray  the  incidental  ezpensw. 

Me.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  he  could  give  no  further  informa- 
tion, boTond  the  fact  that  this  item  was 
based  on  the  experience  of  past  years. 
It  was  found  that  for  the  ordinary  con- 
tiagencies  of  the  Service  an  amount  of 
this  kind  was  required,  and,  therefore, 
this  Bum.was  again  asked  for. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  how  much  of  this 
was  for  the  Marines  ? 

Me.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
replied,  that  be  could  not  tell. 

Me.  HEALY  said,  he  would  assume 
that  something  was  paid  in  regard  to 
the  Marines  in  Dublin  last  year,  and  he 
asked  how  many  Marines  were  detained 
in  Dublin  last  year  ? 

Me.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said,  they  were  not  included  in  Ihis  sum. 
This  was  for  special  snbustence  allow- 
ances for  officers  and  crews  detained  on 
shore,  or  by  stress  of  weather,  or  tempo- 
rary or  special  services. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  if  the  Marines 
were  not  temporarily  landed  in  Dublin? 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  asked 
whetiier  this  Vote  included^ny  of  |tho 
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Marines  landed  for  the  expedition  to 
Tokar? 

Mb.  HABBTNGTON  said,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  this  Vote  inclnded  nothing 
they  wanted  to  know  anything  about. 
It  was  a  remarkable  thing  that  they 
conld  find  ont  nothing  about  any  Vote 
they  oame  to.  Thi?  was  the  nsual  ex- 
cuse of  the  Government ;  but  he  did  not 
suppose  the  Chairman  would  accept  such 
excuses  for  the  purpose  of  bowling  Irish 
Members  over.  He  must  ask  how  many 
Marines  were  detained  in  Dublin  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNEBMAN 
said,  these  were  Estimates  from  the  1st 
of  April  last  year,  and  he  was  not  aware 
that  since  the  Isfc  of  April  this  year  any 
Marines  had  been  detained  in  Dublin. 
None  of  this  sum  was  for  the  Marines 
landed  at  Tokar. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  whether  the  spe- 
cial Supplementary  Estimate  of  £28,000 
for  special  services  in  Egypt  oame  under 
this  head  7 

Mb.  CAMFBELL-BANNEBMAN 
replied  that  it  did  not. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  thought  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory.  They  oonid  get 
no  information,  and  he  respectfully  sub- 
mitted that  it  was  needless  to  detain  the 
Committee  by  making  these  little  expla- 
nations, and  obliging  Members  to  go 
through  this  system  of  cross-examina- 
tion. If  the  Govern  men  t  were  frank, 
they  would  get  their  Estimates  much 
more  rapidly.  As  Bepresentatives  of 
the  people,  they  were  entitled  to  more 
information.  At  that  late  hour  they 
did  not  intend  to  worry  the  Government 
about  these  matters;  they  were  in  an 
extremely  amiable  mood,  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  some  information 
they  would  get  their  Estimates  more 
rapidly.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  state  how  many  Marines  there 
were  in  Dublin,  and  would  promise  that 
such  a  thing  should  not  occur  again.  A 
more  iil-brM.  and  ill>ocmditioned  set  of 
men  were  never  detained  for  special 
service. 

Mb.  PULESTON  said,  that,  aooording 
to  his  experience,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  world  they  had  been,  the  Marines 
had  gained  the  greatest  praise  for  the 
performance  of  their  du^;  and  even 
the  Colleagues  of  the  hon.  Member  had 
spoken  of  the  Marines,  while  they  were 
in  Ireland,  in  a  way  very  different  from 
that  of  the  hon.  Member.  Gentlemen 
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representing  Ireland,  who  migfit  not 
altogether  like  the  duty  upon  which  the 
Marines  were  employed  in  that  oountry, 
had  more  than  once  volunteered  state- 
ments to  him  respecting  the  Marines 
which  were  in  the  highest  degree  cre- 
ditable to  that  Force;  and  he  hoped 
that,  whatever  differences  of  opinion 
there  might  be  in  that  House,  that  ex- 
cellent body  of  men,  standing,  as  they 
did,  very  high  in  the  estimation  of  aU 
parties  in  this  country,  would  not  be 
disparaged. 

Mb.  HARBINGTON  quite  believed 
that  the  Marines  were  a  vaiuable  bodj 
of  men  in  their  own  way  when  em- 
ployed for  proper  purposes;  but  he 
thought  that  preserving  the  peace  in 
Dublin  was  not  a  duty  originally  in- 
tended for  those  men,  and  that  in  per- 
forming that  duty  they  were  very  much 
out  of  pdace.  There  was  another  item 
in  this  Vote  about  whioh  he  wished  to 
ask  a  question.  He  found  a  srnm  pnt 
down  for  contributions  in  aid  of  reli- 
gious and  charitable  institutions,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  were  the  religious 
institutions  to  which  these  charitable 
contributions  were  given  ?  It  seemed  to 
him  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
that  House,  when  voting  Supplies  of 
this  kind,  that  contributions  should  be 
given  to  any  particular  religious  instt* 
tutions ;  but  the  point  he  widied  to 
raise  was  tiiis.  The  Navy  was  a  -way 
mixed  Service,  containing  men  of  aU 
religions,  and  lai^ly  composed  of  his 
fellow-conntiymen  and  co-religiouietB ; 
and  he  wished  to  know  to  what  insti- 
tutions this  money  was  given,  and  whe- 
ther  any  Boman  Catholic  institutions 
received  any  contributions  ?  There  was 
a  very  large  number  of  Catholics  and 
Irishmen  in  the  Navy,  and  he  wished  to 
know  whether  any  part  of  this  money 
went  to  their  benefit  ?  If  not;  he  shonld 
not  agree  to  the  Yote. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNEEMAN 
said,  he  was  quite  certain  that  no  chari- 
table or  public  institution  was  refused 
assistance  because  of  its  religion.  The 
Admiralty  did  a  good  deal  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  men  in  the  Navy,  whether 
they  were  of  the  Gatholto  religion  or 
not.  For  the  last  two  or  three  montiis 
he  had  himself  been  engaged  in  ar- 
ranging one  or  two  points  which,  he 
thought,  were  not  properly  provided  for 
in  referenoe  to  Boman  Catholic  and 
other  religious  wants.   T^ese  contrib^- 
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tioBs  were  made  chiefly  to  Sailors' 
Homes  and  similar  institutiooB.  He 
had  not  a  hst  of  all  the  oontributions 
with  him ;  hut  they  vere,  as  a  rule,  only 
small  Bums. 

Ub.  KENNY  Baid,  he  should  not 
have  felt  disposed  to  press  this  matter 
to  a  Division  but  for  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  DevoDport  (Mr. 
Fuleeton)  and  the  speech  of  the  Seore- 
tary  to  the  Admiralty.  He  felt  very 
suoDgly  with  reffard  to  the  matter  of 
the  Marines  in  Dublin,  and  he  very 
muoh  objected  to  their  having  been,  sent 
t^ere,  as  they  were  to  tyiannise  over  the 
people  ■  • 

Thk  OHAIBMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  in  Order.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  respecting 
Marines  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  he  would  move 
the  reduction  of  this  Vote.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  Marines  in  Dublin  was  not 
raised  last  year,  and  he  was  not  aware 
that  hon.  Members  were  strictly  oon- 
fined,  upon  a  Vote  which  was  practically 
devoted  to  the  payment  of  these  men. 
to  a  discussion  of  matters  which  could 
technically  only  be  brought  forward. 
He  should  not  hare  referred  to  this 
matter  of  the  Marines  in  Dublin  but  for 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Devoaport.  He  held  quite  a  con- 
trary view  to  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
as  to  these  Marines,  and  he  greatly  re- 
gretted that  the  Ciiainnan  would  not 
allow  him  to  give  his  reasons.  All  he 
could  do,  therefore,  was  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £4,600. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

^  "  That  a  aam,  not  exceeding  £112,400,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense 
of  Tarioaa  MtscellaDeons  Services,  which  will 
come  in  oourte  of  p&yment  daring  tJie  year 
ending  on  the  dUt  dky  of  March  188d." — {Sir. 
JCiwty.) 

Me.  DEASY  wished  to  ask  one  ques* 
tion.  He  had  received  a  communication 
stating  that  the  usual  grant  to  the  Cork 
Sailors'  Home  had  been  reduced  from 
£100  to  £25;  and  he  should  like  to 
know  what  the  explanation  of  that  re- 
duction was  ? 

Sir  THOMAS  BRASSEY  explained 
that  there  bad  simply  been  a  transfer  of 
the  grant  from  Cork  to  Queenstown,  on 
the  ground  that  Her  Majesty's  ships 
V0ry  seldom  visited  Cork,  whereas  they 
wore  constantly  at  Queenstown.  There- 
iore,  the  institution  at  Queenatown  had 


greater  claims  on  the  Admiralty  than 
that  at  Cork. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  whether  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  willing  to  receive  a 
deputation  on  the  subject  from  tho  Com- 
mittee of  the  Cork  Sailors'  Home  ? 

SiE  THOMAS  BRASSEY  ropUed, 
that  he  would  be  happy  tu  receive  any 
representation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  he  would  with- 
draw  his  Amendment,  in  consequence  of 
the  somewhat  conciliatory  answer  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Motion,  by  leave,  mthirmon. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrttd  fe. 

(15.)  £853,900,  Half-Pay,  Reeerved 
Half-Pay,  and  Retired  Pay  to  Officers 
of  the  Navy  and  Marines. 

Mr.  PTTLESTON  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  Vote  with  reference  to  the 
Paymasters.  A  long  time  ago  the  allow- 
ance to  these  men  was  settled  at  2«. 
a-day,  which  was  at  that  time  above  the 
ordinary  pay ;  but  now,  he  understood, 
the  pay  of  the  Paymasters  had  risen  to 
something  like  12«.,  uid  Uiis  2t.  Bdy 
a-day  was  still  called  half-pay.  This  was 
perhaps,  a  small  matter,  but  it  was  very 
unjust,  and  he  wondered  whether  it  was 
possible  to  remove  the  injustice?  A  case 
had  been  brought  under  his  notice  in 
which  an  Assistant  Paymaster  was  in- 
valided frotn  foreign  service  on  account 
of  injuries  he  had  received,  and  which 
had  entirely  unfitted  him  for  active  ser- 
vice. He  was  put  on  half-pay  for  nine 
months  at  2«.  6^.  per  day,  and  it  seemed 
very  hard  that  the  allowance  should  be 
BO  small.  This  allowance  was  little 
enough  when  men  were  ill  and  unable 
to  do  duty,  but  it  was  particularly  hard 
that  they  should  receive  so  little  when 
they  had  been  disabled  by  injuries  re- 
ceived in  war.  This  might  be  a  small 
matter,  but  he  felt  sure  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  would  see  that  it  was 
hard  upon  the  men. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANKBRMAN 
promised  that  if  the  hon.  Member  would 
let  him  know  the  faots  of  the  case,  he 
would  look  into  it. 

Mr.  PULESTON  said  he  had  merely 
mentioned  this  case  as  an  illustration  ; 
but  there  were  similar  cases  constantly 
occurring. 

Vote  agre$i  to. 

(16.)  £889,600,  Military  FensionB  and 
AUowaao99.  ^  , 
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(17.)  £328,400,  Civil  FenBions  and 

AllowanceB. 

(18.)  £130,900,  Extra  Estimate  for 
Services  not  Naval. — Freight,  &c.  on 
Account  of  the  Army  Department. 

(19.)  £156,007,  Greenwioh  Hospital 
and  School. 

Eesolutiona  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  to  ait  again  To-motrow. 

MAGISTRATES    (IRELAND)  SALARIES 
BILL.— [Bin  292.] 
{Ifr.  Onartnet/t  Mr.  SWrdj/m.) 
BEOOKD  BSADINa. 

Order  for  the  Second  Beading  read. 

Uotion  made,  and  Qneetioa  proptwed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  nov  read  a  aecond 
time."— (3^r.  Courtney.) 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  that  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  he  had  sufficientlj  indicated 
the  nature  tiiiis  Bill,  therefore  he  did 
not  propose  to  delay  the  House  by  going 
into  detail  upon  it  on  the  Order  for  the 
Second  Heading. 

Me.  HEALT  said,  he  was  extremely 
surprised  at  the  very  curt  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  sub- 
mitted the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  at 
that  hour  of  the  morning  (1.45).  A 
short  statement  was  not  surprising,  in- 
deed, it  would  have  been  much  more 
satisfactory  to  Irish  Members  if  thehon. 
Gentleman  had  postponed  the  Bill  and 
given  them  some  further  opportunity  of 
considering  it ;  but  under  any  circum- 
stances they  had  a  right  to  expect  that 
something  in  support  of  the  Bill  should 
be  offered  by  the  Government.  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  had  decided,  in  consequeDoe  of 
the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
shorten  the  Session,  he  had  given  a 
pledge  that  contentious  legislation  would 
not  be  talten.  That  pledge  had  been 
completely  broken.  •  Notwithstanding 
the  Prime  Minister's  undertaking,  they 
had  this  Bill  brought  in  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  knowledge  that  it  must 
inevitably  prolong  the  Session.  The 
Government  wished  them  to  get  away 
on  Saturday  week  ;  but  how  could  they 
possibly  do  it  if  this  Bill  was  to  be 
passed  ?  How  could  they  expect,  with- 
out tremendous  couBumption  of  time,  to 
pass  a  Bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
set  up  Mr.  Clifford  Uoyd  and  other  euoh 


disgraceful  offioials  permanently  in  the 
country  ?  Surely  the  Government  knew 
the  feeling  of  the  Irish  people  with, 
regard  to  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  and 
similar  individuals.  And  what  were  the 
facts  as  to  this  Bill?  It  was  an  ex- 
tremely short  measure,  but  as  they  knew 
from  the  Home  Secretu^  the  other  night, 
a  short  Bill  might  sometimes  take  a  long 
time  to  pass,  and  he  was  surprised  that 
had  not  occurred  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  when  he  undertook  to  intro- 
duce the  Bill  to  the  House.  The  mea- 
sure was  a  reversal  of  theposition  taken 
up  by  the  Government.  He  (Mr.  Healy) 
did  not  kuow  whether  hon.  Members  re- 
collected what  had  taken  place  during 
that  famous  Saturday  Sitting.  What 
occurred  was  this.  The  Irish  Members 
pointed  out  that  the  Government  were 
asking  the  taxpayers  for  a  larger  sum 
than  the  Act  of  Parliament — that  was  to 
say,  the  37  &  38  Viet.  o.  33 — entitled 
them  to  ask.  But  they  had  the  learned 
argument  of  the  English  Attorney- 
General  —  who  had  oonveniently  leti 
them  in  the  lurch  on  this  occasion  thai 
he  might  not  be  confronted  with  th.e 
echoes  of  his  own  statement  that  night— 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  needless  to  have 
an  extra  charge  on  the  Estimates.  The 
Irish  Members  had  pointed  out  that  the 
sum  was  charged  in  the  Estimates  on 
account  of  that  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
that  it  was  largely  exceeded  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bloated  salaries  given  to 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  and  other  officials. 
The  Government  had  said — "  That  does 
not  matter,  because  this  sum  is  included 
in  the  Appropriation  Bill  at  the  end  of 
the  Session,  and  becomes  an  Act  under 
the  Appropriation  Act."  The  Govern- 
ment now  found  out  their  mistake ;  and 
what  became  of  the  argument  hj  which 
they  had  snatched  a  Division  on  that 
famousSundaymoruing?  [Mr.OovRTNBT 
dissented.]  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury shook  his  head.  He  (Mr.  Healy) 
would  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  how  was 
it  that  he  had  given  no  explanation  what- 
ever of  the  change  of  front  that  had  taken 
place  between  now  and  April  last? 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  it  must  be  ex- 
tremely gratifying  to  the  Govammeat 
to  he  able  to  carry  thdr  Bills  by  a  1»uo. 
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majority.  They  found  that  there  were 
juat  44  Members  ia  the  House,  and  that 
appeared  to  htm  to  be  legislating  by  the 
skin  of  their  teeth  with  a  vengeance. 
He  had  hoped  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  have  been  summoned  to  his  place 
by  the  "  count"  so  opportunely  moved  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny) ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
on  that  occasion  seen  fit  to  enter  the 
House,  and  he  (Mr.  Healy)  extremely 
regretted  that  they  should  have  to  dis- 
cuss this  measure,  which  had  so  much  in 
it  about  the  welfare  of  Ireland,  without 
the  presence  of  the  chief  Irish  Official. 
He  had  said  the  English  Attorney  Gene- 
ral on  a  previous  occasion  had  given 
them  an  extremely  learned  argument  to 
show  that  the  measure  was  absolutely 
needless.  The  date  of  that  discussion 
was  the  15th  of  Marcb.  He  believed  it 
had  been  said  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  it  was  not  competent  for 
the  Committee  to  vote  a  salary  of  £1,000 
a-year ;  but  it  was  competent  for  them 
to  vote  n  specific  sum  of  money.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  continually 
dwelt  on  that  question  of  a  specific  sum. 
He  had  said  that  that  was  the  first  time 
he  had  ever  risen  to  answer  a  legal 
question  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Well,  it  was  now  only  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would  find 
his  legal  faculties  much  better  now  than 
they  had  been  on  the  last  occasion  at  a 
later  hour.  If  the  Attorney  General's 
argument  was  worth  anything,  why  in- 
troduce this  Bill?  If  the  Govemraeut 
was  entitled  to  keep  them  out  of  their 
beds  during  the  whole  of  Saturday  and 
part  of  Sunday  because  of  the  strength 
of  their  desire  to  pay  these  unprecedented 
salaries,  why  were  they  now,  at  the  end 
of  July  and  near  the  end  of  the  Session, 
to  be  asked  to  prolong  the  Session  for 
the  Durpose  of  passing  such  a  measure 
as  this  ?  The  Attorney  General's  argu- 
ment was  that,  bo  long  as  this  extra  sum 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Appropriation 
Act,  there  was  no  need  to  have  recourse 
to  a  Bill.  What  had  become  of  that 
position  of  the  (Jovemment  ?  That  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  should  move 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  without 
a  single  word  of  explanation  of  the 
right-about  wheel  which  had  charac- 
terized the  policy  of  the  Government, 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Healy)  about  the 
most  extraordinary  feature  in  the  action 


of  the  present  volatile  Government  that 
they  had  ever  had  to  deal  with.  But, 
apart  from  this  technical  question,  the 
Irish  Members,  on  other  grounds,  had  a 
strong  objection  to  the  Bill.  Its  object 
was  really  to  enable  the  Irish  Q^vem- 
ment,  with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury, 
to  give  certain  Besident  Magistrates  in- 
creased salaries  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  £1,000  a-year,  and  to  enable  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  order  that  such  in- 
creased salaries  might  be  paid  from  the 
Ist  of  April  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act.  The  measure  was  retrospective  in 
spite  of  what  bad  fallen  from  theAttor- 
ney  General  for  England.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  votes  of  Eorfishmen  who 
followed  the  Government  Whip.  Those 
Gentlemen  marched  through  the  Lobby 
on  the  strength  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral's statement,  and  now,  at  the  end  of 
July,  the  Government  found  it  necessary 
to  endeavour  to  amend  their  hand  by 
obtaining  credit  from  the  1st  of  April 
last.  The  Irish  Members  had  pointed 
out  the  illegality  of  the  Act.  [Mr. 
Courtney  :  No,  no.]  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man interrupted  him,  but  why  had  he 
not  explained  the  Bill?  He  had  not 
done  so,  and  the  Irish  Uembers  were 
therefore  entitled  to  explain  it  for  them- 
selves. They  had  not  been  told  who 
the  five  gentlemen  were  who  were  to  be 
affected  by  the  Bill.  Ho  should  like  to 
know  the  names  of  those  five  champions 
of  Christendom.  Why  should  they  not 
know  the  meritorious  gentlemen  who 
were  to  have  these  positions  ?  Was  ouo 
of  them  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd;  and,  if  so, 
why  had  they  not  had  a  statement  to  that 
effect  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  there  had 
been  a  perfect  understanding  come  to  on 
that  point. 

Mr.  healy  said,  he  hod  asked  the 
Prime  Minister  on  a  former  occasion 
whether  an  opportunity  would  be  allowed 
to  the  Irish  Members  to  discuss  the 
return  of  Mr.  Cliflford  Lloyd  to  Ireland 
before  the  end  of  the  Sesuon,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  there 
would  be.  In  spite,  however,  of  that, 
this  Bill  was  brought  in,  and  the  Irish 
Members  were  not  told  whether  Mr, 
Clifi'ord  Lloyd  would  return  to  the  office 
he  had  vacated  in  Ireland  or  not. 
Would  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
answer  that  question  in  the  negative  f 
No;  the  hon.  Geutleioau  ^declined  ita 
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Bba^e  his  head  now.  His  declining  to 
answer  in  the  negative  was  a  tolerably 
good  iadicatton  that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
was  to  return  to  Ireland.  If  it  were  not 
the  intenti(m  of  the  QoTernment  to  send 
him  baok,  what  was  to  prevent  them 
from  patting  a  clause  in  the  BUI  to  that 
effect  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  believed 
that  such  a  clause  as  that  would  have  a 
very  salutary  effect.  It  would  prevent 
the  Government  from  bringing  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  back  in  spite  of  a  pledge 
which  might  be  obtained  from  them ; 
but,  as  be  (Mr.  Healy)  intended  to  move 
a  clause  to  that  effect,  he  would  abstain 
from  going  further  into  the  question 
now.  He  would  content  himself  with 
merely  informing  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Irish  Members  to  seriously  propose  a 
clause  to  that  effect  when  the  Bill  got 
into  Committee.  When  a  measure  of 
this  kind  was  proposed,  a  measure  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  salaries  of 
Besident  Uagistrates,  be  would  ask  the 
House  to  remember  that  these  five  gen- 
tlemen were  to  have  these  increased  and 
added  salaries  at  a  time  when  the  peace 
of  the  ooimtry,  as  the  Qovernmeut  had 
to  admit,  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 
They  had,  in  Ireland,  passed  through 
three  or  four  years  of  most  remarkable 
excitement,  and  there  had  been  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  crime ;  but  yet  the 
GovemmeDt  had  managed  without  a 
Bill  of  this  kind.  Now,  when  the  coun- 
try was  quieting  down  and  the  crime 
was  expiring,  the  Qovemment  proposed 
to  add  fuel  to  the  flame  by  the  giving  of 
these  increased  salaries  to  Keaident 
Magistrates.  What  construc^on  was  to 
ho  put  upon  that  ?  Why,  these  gentle- 
men affected  would  put  this  construction 
upon  it— that  in  order  to  earn  these  in- 
creased salaries  they  would  have  to  ke^ 
up  a  requisite  modicum  of  crime.  If  the 
Government  paid  these  men  these  extra- 
ordinary amounts  they  must  expect 
value  for  it.  Even  the  Treasury,  gene- 
rous as  it  was  to  officials  in  the  Irish 
Criminal  Department,  would,  after  a 
year  or  two,  come  forward  and  declare 
that  the  money  was  absolutely  thrown 
away  on  these  gentlemen  if  they  did  not 
get  any  crime  for  it.  The  Government, 
to  juijtify  themselves  for  passing  Acts  of 
this  kind  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
mi^Btrates  so  extensively,  must  have  a 
certain  number  of  men  hanged  every 
year,  and  a  oertfun  number  of  men  sent  to 

Mr.  E«aly 


penal  servitude.  At  the  present  time  the 
number  of  hangings  was  considerablj 
reduced,  and  the  number  of  men  they 
were  enabled  to  send  to  penal  servitude 
for  agrarian  crime  had  almost  sunk  to 
zero ;  therefore,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  failed 
to  see  what  \'^ue  the^^  were  to  get  for 
these  increased  salaries.  The  magis- 
tratea  would  say — "If  crime  stood  at 
the  vanishing  point  there  is  no  reason  for 
our  existence ; "  and,  therefore,  they 
would  continue  to  get  up  false  reports, 
which  hitherto  had  succeeded  in  de- 
luding the  people  of  England.  It  was 
a  very  serious  thing  when  they  had  a 
number  of  people  preying  on  the  coun- 
try whose  salaries  depended  on  the 
amount  of  crime  which  existed  ia  the 
community.  The  Government  might  be 
anxious  to  see  crime  diminish  in  Ireland, 
but  they  would  never  see  any  substan- 
tial diminntion  while  men  were  paid 
high  salaries  on  account  of  that  cnma 
Onmea  were  invented,  or,  if  they  werft 
not  invented,  bogus  reportu  were  aentiA 
to  the  (}ovemment,  and  the  country  was 
blackened  by  stories  of  what  was  Ukely 
to  occur.  The  Government,  he  though^ 
should  proceed  on  the  system  which  pre- 
vailed in  China  with  regard  to  doctors. 
When  the  Emperor  was  well  they  got 
their  salaries ;  but  directly  he  was  taken 
ill  they  were  paid  nothing.  He  would 
suggest  that  so  long  as  crime  existed  in 
Ireland  these  highly-paid  m^strates 
should  get  no  salaries  whatever;  but 
that  when  crime  was  extinguished  and 
the  efficiency  of  these  gentlemen  became 
apparent,  they  should  get  substantial 
remuneration.  Probably  that  principle 
would  recommend  itself  to  the  economio 
mind  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
It  was  right  for  the  hon.  Qentleman  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  those  Civil  ser- 
vanta  who  deserved  substantial  payment; 
but  the  Irish  Members  did  not  see  the 
force  of  paying  salaries  for  firebrands— 
of  paying  increased  salaries  to  bring 
about  a  state  of  things  such  as  that  vhich 
existed  under  the  rigimt  of  Mr.  Clifford 
Lloyd.  Statements  would  have  to  be 
made  in  Committee  as  to  the  lives  and 
adventures  of  the  various  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Government  of  Ireland. 
He  supposed  it  would  not  be  out  of 
Order  for  Irish  Members  to  discuss  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  in  Egypt, 
as  bearing  on  what  would  likely  to  be 
his  oonduot  in  Ireland  if  he  oame  back. 
Those  would  be  c^uesti^^^^Ji^would 
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not  be  desirable  to  go  into  ia  the  month 
of  August,  or  at  the  end  of  July ;  but  if 
the  Irish  Members  were  bound  to  go 
into  them  the  fault  would  lay  not  with 
them,  but  with  the  GoTernment.  He 
ahould  like  to  know  firom  the  Govern- 
ment whether  there  was  any  prospect 
whatever  of  the  five  gentlemen  to  be 
appointed  being  drawn  from  any  other 
class  than  that  of  the  miserable  half- 
pay  officers,  who  had  hitherto  been  the 
ruin  of  the  paid  Afa^sterial  Service  of 
Ireland— officers  who  had  been  scraped 
np  from  Bombay,  Burmah,  and  North 
.Ajmerica  ?  Hitherto  they  had  had  these 
ofBoers  forced  upon  them  for  no  reason 
that  they  could  make  out  other  than 
that  they  happened  to  be  the  relatives 
of  someone  in  high  position  in  Ireland. 
They  had  had  Mr.  Blake,  whom  the 
Duke  of  St.  Alban's  had  now  managed 
to  get  off  as  the  Governor  of  the  Baha- 
mas. They  should  like  very  much  to  know 
bow  Ut.  Blake  had  managed  to  make 
that  bound  ?  Then  they  had  had  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  sent  to  them  from  British 
Burmah,  and  he  also  had  made  a  jump 
Irom  Ireland  to  £gypt.  This  gentleman, 
after  having  imprisoned  thousands  of 
men  in  Ireland,  went  and  wept  salt  tears 
over  the  imprisonment  of  the  Egyptains, 
administering  the  courbash  at  the  same 
time  in  a  manner  which  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers would  have  occasion  to  refer  to 
later  on.  Where  it  was  possible,  a 
clause  would  be  inserted  ia  some  Bill  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  use  of  such  an  instru- 
ment as  that  by  such  offidaU  as  Mr. 
Clifford  Uoyd. 

Ma.  GOUBTNEY  said,  that,  perhaps, 
vith  the  permission  of  the  House,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
BiU,  although  it  would  only  be  to  repeat 
what  had  been  succinctly  said  in  intro- 
ducing it.  He  had  referred  on  the  pre- 
vious occasion  to  what  took  place  on  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates.  A  discussion 
had  occurred  with  regard  to  this  class  of 
magistrates,  and  he  had  stated  that  it 
was  proposed  to  pay  them  a  higher  rate 
of  salary  than  was  mentioned  in  the  Act 
of  Parliament.  The  legality  of  that 
coarse  was  questioned  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Con- 
nor), and  it  was  then  explained  that 
after  notice  had  been  ^ven  and  tho  ques- 
tion ctiscusaed,  and  a  Tote  for  the  pur- 
pose subsequently  incorporated  in  the 
Appropriation  Bill,  the  payment  would 
he  thoroughly  legal  That  was  the  state- 


ment which  had  been  made,  and  to  which 
he  now  adhwed.  He  had  stated  that  a 
departure,  under  these  circumstances, 
from  the  statutory  limit,  was  perfectly 
legitimate,  and  that  a  note  would  be  put 
into  the  Estimates  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  that  this 
was  a  variation  from  the  normal  sala- 
ries. Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  did  not 
seem  to  recognize  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment ;  this  measure,  therefore,  would 
substitute  for  the  Estimate,  which  ex- 
ceeded, year  after  year,  the  statutory 
limit,  another  statutory  limit  of  £1,000. 
There  wasi  no  contradiutioq  whatever  be- 
tween the  present  proposal  and  the  last. 
The  hoD.  Member  had  touched  upon  a 
great  variety  of  topi<»,  some  of  which, 
perhaps,  might  with  propriety  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee.  He  asked  ques- 
tions about  Mr.  difford  Lloyd,  whether 
that  gentleman  would  return  to  Ireland  ? 
Whether  he  would  do  so  or  not  was  a 
question  upon  which  he  (Mr.  Courtney) 
could  say  nothing ;  but  he  could  say 
that  that  gentleman  would  not  be  one  of 
the  five  gentlemen  to  whom  these  sala- 
ries of  £1,000  would  be  paid,  and  so 
would  not  come  within  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  Then  the  hon.  Member  referred 
to  the  present  condition  of  Ireland,  and 
he  was  glad  to  agree  that  it  was  one  of 
quiet  and  order.  But,  at  the  end  of  his 
speech,  the  hon.  Member  introduced  an 
illustration,  which,  if  worth  anything  as 
an  argument,  told  in  favour  of  the  Bill ; 
for  if,  as  he  said,  these  salaries  should 
be  paid  only  when  the  state  of  things 
was  quiet  and  orderly,  then  there  was  a 
good  ailment  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries,  the  position  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  referred  being  realized. 

CoLomBL  NOLAN  said,  the  whole 
statement  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury amounted  to  this — that  he  did  not 
like  the  course  of  the  Estimates  to  be 
interfered  with  by  the  necessity  of  voting 
a  sum  for  these  salaries  year  after  year. 
As  a  general  rule,  Irish  Members  had 
been  rather  anxious  to  simplify  the  Ea< 
timates,  and  to  do  all  they  could  to  put 
them  clearly  and  distinctly  before  the 
Committee,  so,  if  they  now  resisted  tho 
Bill,  it  was  not  from  any  wish  to  cause 
any  inconvenience  to  the  discussion  of 
the  Estimates.  The  statement  of  the 
hon.  Gentieman  was  altogether  beside 
the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Irish  Mem- 
bers looked  at  the  Bill  as  a  step  in  the 
direction  of  the  Fr^^^e^si^^^^^gj^ 
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the  country  into  Bve  great  Police  De- 
partments, Hub-dividing  these  again 
among  other  Resident  Magistrates. 
Whether  this  was  desirahle,  or  whether 
it  was  more  desirable  to  leave  things  as 
they  were  in  Ireland,  certainly  it  was  no 
trivial  matter.  The  position  ao  long  as 
the  Special  Magistrates  depended  upon 
specif  Totes  in  the  Estimates  was  one  of 
truce  ;  but  if  once  the  Bill  were  allowed 
to  pase,  it  would  be  the  starting  point 
for  that  system  of  division  and  sub-divi- 
sion to  which  he  had  referred.  So,  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  of  sufficient  im. 
portance  to  be  thoroughly  discussed  on 
its  merits.  He  did  not  think  they  had 
had  the  histonr  of  the  Bill.  He  had  re- 
ferred to  the  Library,  and  he  could  give 
the  House  the  result  of  a  Commission 
on  the  subject,  after  an  inquiry,  presided 
over  by  a  well-known  man,  to  which  he 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  House. 
What  happened  to  the  Bill  last  year  ? 
This  Bill,  or  one  like  it,  was  then  intro- 
duced  

Me.  COURTNEY:  No;  a  much 
larger  Bill. 

CoLOXEL  NOLAN:  Then  it  was  a 
much  larger  BilK  It  was  manifest  there 
was  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
in  reference  to  it.  The  Government 
found  that  they  might  or  might  not 
have  the  Conservatives  with  them,  while 
they  would  have  all  the  Irish  Members 
against  them,  and  there  was  a  prospect 
of  a  troublous  end  of  the  Session,  much 
to  be  deplored.  He  did  nut  think  they 
should  separate  with  a  feeling  of  divi- 
sion from  English  Members,  the  latter 
OTerruling  the  general  opinion  of  Irish 
Members ;  that  was  a  deplorable  con- 
dition of  things,  much  to  be  deprecated. 
And  now  came  the  Bill  of  last  year  in 
disguise.  A  good  deal  had  been  elimi- 
nated, they  were  told,  by  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary ;  but  the  essential  money  part  was 
that  there  wore  to  be  five  Resident  Magis- 
trates with  salaries  higher  than  those  of 
other  Resident  Magistrates,  and,  if  there 
was  any  meaning  in  the  Bill,  these  five 
would  be  placed  over  the  heads  of  the 
others.  Last  year  it  was  found  that  the 
state  of  Business  was  such  that  it  would 
be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  withdrawal 
of  a  Bill  BO  extremely  objectionable  to 
Irish  Members ;  but  now  the  Govern- 
ment appeared  to  take  a  different  view, 
and  there  were  two  faults  to  be  found 
with  them  for  it.  Ho  considered  it  a 
.violation  of  the  promise  of  the  ^me 
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Minister  that  no  contentious  matter 

should  be  taken  in  the  course  of  winding 
up  the  Business  of  the  Session — his  hon. 
Friend  had  touched  upon  that — and  the 
other  point  was  the  unreasonableness  of 
proceeding  with  such  a  Bill  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  morning.    To  expect  the  Irish, 
Members,  then,  after  a  long  Sitting,  to 
give  all  the  reasons,  financial  and  other- 
wise, against  the  Bill,  was  treating  those 
Members  extremely  unfairly.  There 
were  enough  English  Members  present 
to  outvote  the  Irish  Members ;  but,  be- 
fore they  did  so,  it  was  right  they  should 
have  a  little  information  in  regard  to  the 
subject.    The  proposition  was  to  give 
salaries  of  £1,000  each  to  five  Special 
Magistrates.   Now,  in  reference  to  that, 
he  would  point  out  that  aCommisBion 
which  sat  in  1 872  drew  a  great  distinc- 
tion between  consolidated  salaries  and 
salaries  with  allowances.    The  allow- 
ances were  considerable  for  two  horses 
for  an  ordinary  Resident  Magistrate,  an 
orderly  and  a  clerk,  and  stationery ;  but 
this  last  was  a  small  item  not  worth 
taking  into  account.    Now,  he  should 
like  to  ask  whether  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  intended  this  to  be  a  consoli- 
dated salary  to  include  all  expenses  of 
horses,  orderly,  and  clerk,  or  were  they 
to  understand  that  these  allowances  were 
to  be  in  addition  to  the  salary  of  £1,000 
a-year  ?    This  was  important ;  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  should  be  aware 
of  the  difference.    The  Report  of  the 
Commission  of  December,  1873 — a  small 
Commission  in  numbers,  but  a  strong 
one — Lord  Monk,  extremelr  well  quali- 
fied to  preside ;  Major  Miles  CBeillji 
well  acquainted  with  Irish  affairs ;  and 
Mr.  8.  A.  Blackwood— theso  gentlemen 
made  a  Report  in  reference  to  the  Irish 
Resident  Magistracy,  and  it  had  relation 
to  the  subject  of  the  Bill,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  division  of  Ireland  into  De- 
partments.   But  he  would  be  glad  if  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasxiry  would  hold 
out  some  hope  that  this  might  be  entered 
upon  in  the  daytime,  for  it  was  extremely 
troublesome  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it  at  su(^  a  time. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present. 

Colonel  NOLAN  continued.  It  was 
an  ungrateful  task  to  enter  upon  figures 
at  such  a  late  hour,  and  he  was  sure 
Members  would  be  glad  to  have  Uie 
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matter  pos^ned  to  a  more  reasonable 
hour,  say  before  midnight ;  but  it  was 
useful,  es  bearing  upon  the  Bill,  to 
toQch  upon  the  Keport  of  the  Commis- 
sion he  nad  mentioned.   In  1872,  when 
the  Gomraissiott  reported,  they  found 
fhafe  tiie  Besident  Magistracy  of  Irdand 
vere  divided  into  three  dasses— first, 
those  with  £500  a-year;  secondly,  those 
irith  £400  a-year ;  and,  thirdly,  tho  class 
with  £300  a-year.    £400  was  the  nor- 
mal figure;  but  a  certain  email  number 
received   an  extra   £  1 00.    And  then 
tiiey  cam©  to  the  important  question  of 
allowances.    If  these  were  insignificant 
he  would  not  trouble  the  House  with 
them ;  but,  as  theComniiesion  pointedout, 
they  were  considerable — two  horses,  £73; 
orderly,  £42 ;  clerk,  £36  ;  stationery,  £8; 
S  total  of  £159  a-year.  Now,  he  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  a  few  minutes 
since,  did  the  £1,000  mean  a  consoli- 
dated salary,  or  was  it  exclusive  of  al- 
lowances ?  and  he  had  been  informed  it 
was  exclusive  of  allowances.    So,  then, 
the  Bill  would  give  £1,200  a-year,  for 
he  supposed  the  scale  would  he  some- 
what  higher  than  that  allowed  for  ordi- 
nary magistrates.    Under  some  circum- 
stances he  might  not  object  to  providing 
this  salary;  but  coupling  with  thisthefact 
that  the  Bill  was  brought  in  between  2 
and  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  that  there 
was  going  to  be  a  revolution  in  the  Civil 
procedure  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  have,  besides  officials, 
only  one  Irish  Member  to  support  them, 
surely  they  might  be  allowed  the  benefit 
gf  speaking  at  a  time  when  their  words 
conld  find  attention.   However,  as  that 
was  not  allowed,  he  must  go  on,  and  he 
would  point  out  that  the  Commission  of 
1872  did  not  recommend  anything  like 
fhia  rise  of  salary  of  £1,000  a-year. 
They  proposed  an  increase  of  £100.  end 
liie  same  scale  as  that  of  the  Eoyal 
Irish  Constabulary,   In  spite  of  this 
Beport,  the  Government  now  wished  not 
to  make  an  increase  of  £100 ;  but  they 
wished  to  introduce  a  new  class  of 
magistrates,  not  raising  salaries  to  £500 
or  £600,  but  to  £1,000,  plut  allowances 
— an  extraordinary  increase  of  £400  or 
£500  over  what  was  recommended  by  a 
Boyal  Commission  composed  of  men 
thoroughly  trusted  by  the  Government, 
and  who  were  at  the  time  fair  exponents 
of  Irish  feeling.    Now,  the  Government 
were  completely  overruling  their  own 
Gcnnmission.   Not  only  so,  but  there 
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was  no  assurance  that  these  would  be 
inclusive  salaries,  as  the  Commission 
recommended ;  so  very  likely  the  in- 
crease would  be  £600  instead  of  the  . 
£100  recommended — an  extraordinary 
increase  in  these  days,  when  economy, 
though  not  practised,  was  advocated  by 
every  speaker  with  a  view  to  the  Gene- 
ral Election ;  and  it  must  bring  consider- 
able discredit  to  the  Government.  Not 
only  was  this  extravagant  sum  to  be 
paid,  but  the  proposition  was  brought  on 
at  a  time  when  protests  against  it  on  the 
part  of  Irish  or  English  Members  on 
behalf  of  the  taxpayers  could  not  be 
made  known  through  the  usual  channels 
of  information.  As  to  the  point  of  ob- 
jection, other  Members  could  treat  it 
much  better  than  he  could.  Why  should 
Ireland  be  made  the  subject  of  this  very 
extraordinary  experiment  in  Civil  ad- 
ministraticm  ?  When  he  said  extraordi- 
nary, he  meant  according  to  English 
ideas ;  he  was  aware  that  France  was 
divided  and  sub-divided  for  Civil  and 
Military  purposes,  all  jurisdiction  cen- 
tralizing to  one  Department.  Up  to  two 
years  ago  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind 
in  Ireland.  So  far  as  he  understood 
from  general  knowledge,  each  Besident 
Magistrate  reported  directly  to  the  Go- 
vernment, each  Besident  Magistrate  in 
his  own  district  was  totally  independent 
of  others,  though,  no  doubt,  when  a 
senior  magistrate  was  at  hand,  his 
advice  was  availed  of;  but,  in  refer- 
ence to  his  administration,  the  magis- 
trate communicated  with  the  Government 
direct,  and  this  independent  position 
was  valuable  to  him  in  bis  position  of 
Judge.  But  now  all  this  was  to  be 
changed  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
without  the  country  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  all  about  it  or  express- 
ing an  opinion ;  and,  accompanied  with 
an  extravagant  waste  of  money,  it  was 
proposed  to  put  a  group  of  from  10  to 
20  magistrates  under  a  Head  Magistrate, 
with  power  of  reporting  upon  and  check- 
ing their  action.  Consequently,  instead 
of  dealing  with  a  Centrol  Authority, 
composed  of  men  of  position  like  the 
Chief  Secretary,  men  who  might  fairly 
be  supposed  to  represent  English  feeling 
and  the  power  of  England,  instead  of 
that  magistrates  would  be  put  under 
gentlemen  chosen  from  the  Police,  to 
whom  they  would  be  entirely  subordi- 
nate, and  who  would  have  the  power  of 
reporting  upon  their  conduct^-^^g^ 
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they  acted  as  a  Police  Force  in  their  ad- 
mtaistratiTo  capacity,  he  found  no  fault; 
but  part  of  the  functions  of  a  Keeideut 
Magistrate  in  Ireland  was  to  act  as  a 
minor  Judge.    The  Kesident  Magistrate 
held  very  much  the  same  position  as  a 
Police  Magistrate  in  England ;  and  if  in 
England  four  or  five  of  these  gentlemea 
were  aubordinated  to  a  superior,  it  was 
not  in  human  nature  to  suppose  that 
they  would  not  desire  to  please  their  im- 
mediate superior  by  the  decisions  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  give.   A  great 
amount  of  injustice  would  result,  not, 
perhaps,  for  the  first  10  or  20  years,  be- 
cause English  justice  was  founded  very 
much  on  precedent;  but  there  would 
eventually  be  a  great  amount  of  injus- 
tice, and  certainly  a  want  of  respect  for 
English  law  thus  administered.  This 
was  what  the  Bill  sought  to  do  in  Ire- 
land.  Not  having  their  own  Parliament 
and  Ministry,  Irish  public  opinion  would 
not  have  the  slightest  influence  on  these 
magistrates,  who  would,  of  course,  look 
to  their  immediate  superior,  and  uoless 
they  were  something  more  than  men 
their  judgment  would  be  influenced  by 
the  wish  to  conciliate  their  superior. 
He  thought  he  had  made  out  a  very 
fair  case  against  passing  the  Bill  now. 
He  had  not  much  faith  in  the  efficacy 
of  arguments  delivered  between  2  and 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  but  if  resist- 
ance was  hopeless,  it  waa  better  than  no 
resistance  at  all,  and  it  was  hia  duty  to 
point  out  the  injustice  sought  to  be  en- 
forced against  the  wish  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers.  The  Government  were  going  to 
give  an  extravagant  sum  to  a  new  class 
of  Irish  magistrates,  and  to  make  a 
complete  ohango  in  the  administration 
of  Ireland — they  were  going  to  put  one 
set  of  magistrates  under  another  set 
raised  from  their  own  ranks.  Magis- 
trate after  magistrate  had  spoken  and 
written  to  him  of  the  great  pecuniary 
losses  they  had  suffered  a  couple  of 
years  ago  when  there  was  the  reoi^ni- 
zation.   A  whole  lot  of  magistrates  had 
been  placed  on  pension,  and  this  waa  a 
state  of  things  the  Bi  II  would  perpetuate. 
A  magistrate  had  written  to  him  saying 
how  he  had  kept  his  district  perfectly 
quiet ;  he  was  then  transferred  to  another 
mstrict  where  a  serious  crime  had  been 
committed  ;  he  did  all  he  could  to  pacify 
the  people,  and  did  so  ;  but  he  was  put 
out  of  the  service — ^he  was  reorganized. 
Formerly  magistrates  had  eome  influenoe 
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with  the  Government ;  but  now  they 
were  under  the  Special  Magistrate  and 
liable  to  be  put  on  pension,  not  always 
getting  the  full-time  pension.  Thus  Mr. 
Percival,  who  would  have  had  one  ecale 
of  pension  at  15  j^ars'  service,  and  a 
higher  scale  at  20  years,  was  superseded 
at  the  end  of  19  years*  service.  He  said 
that  the  duties  of  the  magistrates,  who 
sometimes  acted  as  Judges,  and  at  other 
times  acted  largely  as  a  sort  of  superior 
police,  should  be  clearly  defined  if  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  must  be  brought  in ;  but  he 
warned  the  Government  that  they  were 
taking  a  dangerous  step  with  regard  to 
Ireland.  He  was  of  opinion  that  in 
their  judicial  functions  the  magistrates 
should  be  placed  under  the  Judges ;  let 
them,  at  any  rate,  be  placed  under  men 
of  high  professional  position  and  of  high 
character,  and  then  the  Irish  people 
would  have  some  guarantee  of  a  fair 
result.  But  the  Government  were  going 
to  put  them  ' under  five  gentlemen,  of 
whom  the  people  knew  little  or  nothing, 
who  were  not  men  of  high  professional 
or  social  position,  who  could  not  be 
looked  up  to  as  guides,  and  who  he 
feared,  moreover,  would  wish  to  make 
all  their  decisions  uniform.  They  would, 
of  course,  say  amongst  themselves  that 
they  did  not  want  one  decision  given  in 
Kerry  and  another  ^ven  in  Oo%  quite 
different  to  it.  They  would  say — '*  We 
want  uniformity  of  decisions;"  and  in 
that  case  he  thought  the  course  of  jua< 
tice  was  likely  to  be  somewhat  interfered 
with.  The  system  which  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  pursue  must  neces- 
sarily bring  about  that  vicious  state  of 
things ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  that 
some  Member  of  the  Government  would 
rise,  either  then  or  later  on,  and  give 
them  some  assurance  that  these  five  ma- 
gistrates were  not  to  be  placed  over  the 
heads  of  all  the  other  magistrates  in 
Ireland.  The  Bill  had  much  more  im- 
portance than  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  attributed  to  it ;  and  he  thought 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  well  ad- 
vised either  to  withdraw  it  altogether  for 
that  Session,  or,  at  any  rate,  put  it  off 
imtil  it  could  be  properly  discussed. 

Me.  "WARTON  pointed  out  that  the 
Bill  was  against  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of 
37  &  88  Vtct.,  which  provided  that  the 
Besident  Hagistratee  in  Ireland  should 
be  in  certain  classes — ^not  more  than  20 
in  Class  1,  and  not  more  than  32  io 
Class  3,  and  a  certain  nnmber  in  Class  3, 
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the  saUries  being  for  each  class  more 
than  for  the  class  beloT  it.  He  con- 
tended that  this  Bill,  vhich  dealt  with 
so  small  a  matter,  ought  not  to  have 
been  decorated  with  the  title  of  "  Money 
Bill,"  which  had  led  many  ilembers 
interested  in  the  question  to  go  away 
imdor  the  impression  that  it  was  blocked. 

Mn-HAEBINaXON  said,  bethought 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  conld  not  have  communicated 
with  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieatenant  of  Ireland,  because  the  views 
he  had  expressed  in  its  justification 
vere  not  embodied  in  the  Bill  before 
the  House.  He  asked  the  hon.  Qentle- 
maa  how  he  could  justify  the  insertion 
in  the  Bill  of  such  a  clause  as  thaivhich 
Ibegan— 

"  FiOTided  that  no  more  than  flre  of  BQoh 
naj^stratu  tbaU  -at  any  time  be  entitled  to 
recvtre  by  way  of  salary  &c.  P  " 

It  seemed  to  him  that  if  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  true, 
and  if,  as  was  alleged,  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy)  was  not  justified  by  facts,  this 
was  an  idle  provision  to  insert  in  the 
BilL  It  also  seemed  to  him  that  if  they 
were  to  allow  the  Act  to  pass  in  its  pre- 
sent form  the  Government  would  have 
an  opportunity  under  the  Estimates  of 
further  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
magistrates  in  Ireland.  He  looked  par- 
ticidarly  to  this  question  of  salaries ;  and 
he  considered  that  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment in.  introducing  this  Bill  at  a 
late  period  of  the  Session^  and  at  a  time 
wlun  the  public  mind  in  Ireland  had,  to 
a  great  e^nt,  settled  down,  as  nothing 
short  of  a  deliberate  attempt  to  stir  up 
strife  in  Ireland.  No  matter  what  might 
be  the  end  and  aim  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  iSecretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  it  could  not 
fail  to  stir  up  feeling,  because  the  Bill 
was  known  to  be  an  effort  to  reward 
men  who  had  been  established  as  a 
Directory  in  Ireland  during  the  last  few 
years,  simply  because  they  had  done 
their  duty  towards  their  friends.  Then, 
who  were  the  men  whose  salaries,  were 
to  be  increased  ?  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  an  assurance  that  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  was  not  one  of  them  ? 
Aj;ain,  he  had  to  ask  whether  Captain 
Fmnkett  was  included  in  the  number  ? 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  in  the  worst  days, 
had  never  been  so  brutal  or  reckless  of 
the  feeling*  <rf  the  people  of  Ireland  as 


Captain  Flunkett had  been ;  and,  by  this 
Bill,  the  Government  were  simply  open- 
ing up  again  questions  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  this  man  which  had  al- 
ready been  discussed.  He  was  astonished 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  should  re< 
main  out  of  their  beds  to  enable  the 
Irish  Executive  to  perpetrate  a  job  for 
the  administration  of  Ireland.  IE  these 
men  were  entitled  to  reward  there  might 
be  more  reasons  for  the  Bill.  But  when 
it  was  known  that  they  were  simply  men 
of  one  or  two  years'  standing,  that  they 
were  not  men  of  local  position  or  experi- 
ence, it  was  quite  clear  that  it  was  only 
because  they  were  the  relatives  of  Lords 
and  of  certain  gentlemen  who  oould  put 
the  madiinery  of  the  Government  in 
motion  in  Ireland  that  a  Bill  was  brought 
in  to  increase  their  salaries.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Qalway  (Colonel 
Nolan)  bad  drawn  attention  to  the  enor- 
mous salaries  which  these  officials  al- 
ready received ;  and  he  had  shown  that, 
over  and  above  their  fixed  salary,  they 
received  allowances  for  horses  and  or- 
derlies, and  that  if  they  did  not  employ 
the  police  they  received  £20  or  £30 
a-year  for  orderlies  to  carry  their  mes- 
sages. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  need 
not  be  at  all  incredulous  on  this  matter; 
he  had  very  little  practical  knowledge 
of  Irish  questions,  and  Irish  Members 
had  been  brought  into  more  intimate 
connection  with  the  magistrates  of  Ire- 
land than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  they  could  speak  more  correctly  as 
to  their  duties  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  discharged  them.  One  of  the  first 
debates  of  the  present  Session  arose  with 
regard  to  these  extraordinary  magis- 
trates, and  day  by  day  Questions  were 
eisked  in  that  House  concerning  their 
conduct.  They  had  recently  a  statement 
read  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell),  signed  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation  of  Limerick, 
to  the  effect  that  their  city  had  been 
kept  in  a  state  of  turmoil  from  the  mo- 
ment Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  went  there  to 
the  moment  when  he  left,  at  which  time 
every  kind  of  disturbance  disappeared. 
These  magistrates  did  not  belong  to  the 
people— they  belonged  to  the  landlord 
class,  and  they  used  their  position  to 
serve  the  class  interested  in  oppressing 
the  people ;  and,  so  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment endowed  them  with  enormous  sala- 
ries, the  Government  might  be  assured 
there  would  be  the  element  of  continued 
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disturbance  in  Ireland,  and  a  scarce  of 
trouble  to  the  QoTerament  whenever 
Irish  Members  had  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  that  House  on  the  questioot 
He  thought  that  the  Irish  Government 
should  have  learned  hy  experience  in 
past  years,  by  disturbances  occurring 
in  the  country,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
abominable  actions  recently  brought  to 
light,  not  to  endow  the  magistrates  with 
the  enormous  salaries  proposed.  By  this 
Bill  the  Government  proposed,  in  the 
first  place,  to  divide  the  country  into 
aections,  and  to  put  it  under  the  charge 
of  a  certain  number  of  magistrates. 
Now,  that  was  entirely  opposed  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  and  was  a  system 
which  the  Government  wonld  not  for 
one  moment  think  of  introducing  into 
this  country.  How,  then,  did  they  justify 
its  introduction  into  Ireland?  It  was 
certainly  not  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
peace  in  that  country  ;  the  object  of  the 
Bill  could  not  be  to  further  the  interests 
of  peace  and  order.  Its  effect  would  be 
directly  opposite  to  that ;  and  it  was 
never  m  the  interest  of  peace  that  such 
a  proposal  occurred  to  the  minds  of 
whatever  Ministers  were  responsible  for 
the  Bill.  It  was  simply  to  order  a  cer- 
tain number  of  oflficials  to  be  rewarded 
for  their  deliberate  lying  and  slandering 
the  people,  and  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  kept  tbem  in  a  state  of  excite- 
znent  during  the  last  few  years.  The 
persons  he  had  mmtioned  had  reduced 
the  names  of  the  magistracy  and  Go- 
Ternment  to  a  scandal  He  thought  it 
his  duty  to  protest  in  the  strongest 
manner  against  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  introducing  the  Bill  at  that 
period  of  the  Session.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  the  Bill ;  the  people  of 
Ireland  did  not  want  it,  and  the  persons 
to  be  served  by  it  were  the  small  land- 
lord class  only.  They  were  not  men  of 
experience,  nor  men  of  intelligence ;  nor 
were  they  men  whose  impartial  dealing 
had  commended  them  to  the  confidence 
of  the  people ;  on  the  contrary,  the  men 
who  were  to  receive  the  advantage  of 
the  Act  were  the  disturbers  of  the  peace, 
men  who  would  use  their  pcnition  to 
serve  the  class  to  which  they  belonged, 
and  who  were  likely  to  be  a  continual 
aonroe  of  rtrife  and  disorder. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  it  appeared  that, 
owing  to  the  "  unfortunate  conscientious- 
ness" with  which  the  Estimates  were 
prepared,  hon.  Members  had  sometime s 

Jfr.  Harrington 


an  opportunity  of  discovering  very  ex- 
traordinary breaches  of  the  Orders  of 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  Yote  for 
the  Irish  Magistracy.  So  far  back  as 
last  March  a  discussion  took  place  in 
that  House  upon  a  Vote  asked  for  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  That 
Vote  was  one  which  was  illegal  in  re- 
spect of  its  being  in  excess  of  the  amount 
allowed  by  the  State ;  but  at  the  time  it 
was  ai^ed  skilfully  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  and  also  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  England,  that  the  matter 
would  be  set  right  by  the  fact  that  tlie 
Votes  had  to  be  legalized  by  the  Appro- 
priation Act,  and  that  the  passing  of  that 
Act  was  sufficient  in  itself  to  legalize 
any  Vote  of  money  passed  in  that 
House.  That  was  the  opinion  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  put  for- 
ward in  very  definite  language.  He 
would  quote  from  Hamard,  because  the 
expression  made  use  of  on  that  occa- 
sion by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  in 
replying  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's 
County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor),  seemed  to 
him  of  importance.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  what  he  stated  was  that  the 
terms  of  the  Act  would  be  superseded 
by  the  terms  of  the  Appropriation  Act. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Kenny)  wanted  to  know,  if 
the  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  were 
to  be  superseded  by  the  Appropriation 
Act,  what  was  the  use  of  introdacing,^at 
that  hour  of  the  morning,  a  BUI  which 
must  be  entirely  unnecessary  ?  It 
seemed  to  him  that  every  ai^ument  ad- 
vanced at  the  time  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  tended  to  show  that  the 
House  of  Commons  was  now  being 
asked  to  go  through  a  mockery,  and  to 
waste  the  public  time.  He  should  now 
like  to  ask  what  were  the  functions  of 
the  five  gentlemen  whom  it  was  proposed 
to  pay  under  this  Act  ? 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mb.  KENNY,  continuing,  said,  he 
was,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
counting  of  the  House,  asking  what 
were  the  special  functions  of  the  gentle- 
men whom  it  was  proposed  to  appoint 
and  to  pay  enormous  salaries  under  this 
Act?  As  well  as  he  could  understand, 
the  functions  of  those  gentiemen  were  to 
supervise  the  actions  of  the  various  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates  within  their  dis- 
trict, and  to  represent  to^Buldin,  Gastie 
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cneanonally  tlie  result  of  their  experi- 
ence ;  but.  beyond  that,  to  take  no  active 
part  in  discharging  any  duties  which 
were  usually  discharged  by  magistrates, 
or  to  serve  any  useful  purpose  whatever 
in  Ireland.  Now,  it  was  proposed  to  pay 
these  men  £1,000  a-year,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed, in  addition,  to  allowtbem  a  sum  of 
£100  for  expenses;  in  other  words,  they 
were  each  to  receive  £1,1 00  a-year.  The 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary made,  at  one  time,  a  great  deal  of 
the  proposed  saving  on  the  allowances. 
The  OTOiuary  magistrates  in  Ireland 
snceeeded  in  obtaining  from  the  Trea- 
sury something  like  £460  for  allowances, 
and  these  gentlemen  were  only  to  re- 
ceive an  aUowanee  of  £100  each  per 
annum.   Hlo  diflference  was  very  easily 
accounted  for,  because  the  men  who  were 
stationed  in  different  districts  had,  prac- 
tically, little  or  no  work  to  do ;  whereas 
the  ordinary  Besident  Magistrates  had  to 
travel  from  place  to  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  Petty  Sessions 
Courts.    He  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  responsible  Irish  official — the  So- 
licitor General  (Mr.  Walker)  was  the 
only  responsible  official  now  in  his  place 
— and  he  (Mr.  Kenny)  should  like  to 
know  from  bim  what  particular  advan- 
tage there  was  in  ap^mttng  a  man  like 
Mr.  Beed  to  preside  m  the  County  Gal- 
way  ?  How  would  that  gentleman  know 
what  took  place  in  a  remote  district  of 
Oonnemara  ?    The  proposed  appoint- 
ments seemed  to  be  entirely  superuueus. 
He  was  not  much  in  favour  of  centrali- 
zation ;  but  the  species  of  centralization 
which  was  now  proposed  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  worst  of  all,  because  it  dele- 
gated to  minor  officials  the  powers  which 
at  the  present  time  were  discharged  by 
men  in  a  more  responsible  position,  and 
who  had  a  check  placed  over  them  which 
the  new  magistrates  would  be  entirely 
free  from.    He  should  also  like  to  know 
what  durance  the  Qoveroment  would 
be  prepared  to  give  that  the  men  who 
were  appointed  would  not  be  equally  as 
objeotionable  to  the  people  as  Mr.  Clif- 
ford Lloyd  was?   The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  made  a  great  deal,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Session,  of  the  statement 
that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  was  not  duly  ap- 
pointed ;  but  the  Irish  people  had  no 
^srantee  Uiat  Mr.  OU0Drd  Lloyd  would 
not  be  re-appointed  at  some  future  date. 
Anyhow,  they  were  perfectly  aware  that 
on9  of  the  officials  proposed  to  be  made 


under  this  Act  was  Captain  Plunkett, 
who,  if  it  were  possible,  was  even  more 
obnoxious  than  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd.  Of 
the  four  Special  Magistrates  receiving 
these  allowances,  three  of  them  were  Pro- 
testants, and  only  one,  Captain  Plunkett, 
was  nominally  a  Catholic,  or  he  pre- 
tended to  be  something  of  the  sort. 
They  would  like  to  know  whether  it  was 
proposed  to  continue  to  appoint  to  these 
important  positions  men  who  were  of  the 
Fkotestant  religion,  men  who  were  Free- 
masons, and  who  were  probably  ap- 

Eointed  to  these  responeible  positions 
ecause  they  were  Freemasons  f  He  did 
not  think  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  at  all  well  adrisea  in  introducing  a 
Bill  of  that  kind  at  that  period  of  the 
Session.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that  the 
Bill  had  very  little  or  no  chance  of  pass* 
ing ;  and  upon  his  (Mr.  Courtney's)  own 
showing,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
Session,  and  on  the  showing  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker),  the 
Bill  was  entirely  unnecessary  and  frivo- 
lous. He  (Mr.  Kenny)  hoped  that  if  the 
Bill  was  intended  to  proceed  further, 
many  very  sweeping  alterations  would 
be  made  in  it  during  its  passage  through 
Committee.  He  noticed  in  the  Bill  a 
great  many  points  that  required  remedy- 
ing ;  and  he  found  that  his  Colleagues 
objected  to  many  of  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  short  as  it  was.  He  supposed  he 
and  his  hon.  Friends  could  not  very  well 
prevent  the  Bill  being  read  a  second 
time  at  that  Sitting ;  but  there  was  ono 
thing  certain,  and  ^at  was  tbat,  even 
at  the  risk  of  prolonging  the  Sesmon  for 
an  indefinite  period,  they  must  demand 
that  in  Committee  the  Bill  should  re- 
ceive  full  and  ample  consideration. 

Mb.  gray  said,  that  if  the  Seore- 
taiy  to  the  Treasury  was  determined  to 
take  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  that 
night,  as  he  evidently  was,  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  took  it  that  it  would  have  to  be 
by  the  exercise  of  those  physical  powers 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  used  to  dis- 
play with  BO  much  advantage  when  he 
sat  upon  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  remembered 
that  at  that  time  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  nothing  of  sitting  up  till  5  or  6 
o*clook  in  the  morning  when  he  wanted 
to  elucidate  the  condition  of  the  Zulu^ 
or  the  South  Afiican  problem ;  indeed, 
it  was  only  about  5  or  6  in  the  morn- 
ing that  the  hon.  GbntlemaA  used  to  get 
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lively.  This  Bill  vas  from  every  oon 
ceivable  point  most  objectionable,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  being  pressed 
forward  that  night  was  only  charac- 
teristic of  it  as  a  whole.  He  could 
scarcely  imagine  what  the  House  would 
think  of  a  measure  of  this  kind  if  it 
referred  to  any  other  portion  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  it  was  being  dealt 
with  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Qo- 
vernment  was  dealing  with  this  Bill. 
In  the  first  place,  they  had  an  exceed 
iogly  important  measure  introduced 
without  any  kind  of  explanation,  and  in 
the  absence  of  the  responsible  Minister 
who  ought  to  have  charge  of  it,  and 
who  ought  to  be  prepared  to  explain 
and  defend  it.  In  the  second  place,  they 
had  the  vast  majority  of  the  Members 
representing  that  portion  of  the  King- 
dom with  which  the  Bill  dealt  strongly 
opposed  to  it,  and  they  had  present  a 
bare  quomm  of  the  House  composed  of 
Bnglish  and  Scotch  Members,  most  of 
whom,  happily  for  themselves,  had  been 
enjoying  that  repose  here  which  they 
ought  to  have  been  enjoying,  and  which 
they  would  have  been  enjoying,  more 
comfortably  elsewhere,  but  for  the  action 
of  the  boo.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  and  who  were  only  re- 
maining to  force  their  opinions,  or  the 
opinions  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
upon  the  Irish  pe6ple.    Well,  if  such  a 

Srocedure  were  applied  to  Scotland,  the 
cotch  Members  would  resist  it  very 
determinedly,  and  probably  very  much 
more  acrimoniously  than  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  resisting  this  Bill.  But  the 
Government  would  never  dream  for  a 
moment  of  attempting  at  4  o'clock,  or 
half-past  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  of 
forcing  a  Scotch  Bill  through  the  House 
in  Bpito  of  tiie  determined  opposition  of 
the  Scotch  Kepresentatives  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  attendance ;  they  would 
never  dream  of  doing  such  a  thing  with 
reference  to  the  smallest  detail  of  Eng- 
lish legislation.  Of  course,  this  Bill 
merely  referred  to  Ireland,  and  as  it  was 
merely  the  Bepresentatives  of  Ireland 
who  objected  to  it,  it  was  a  good  sub- 
ject for  a  joke  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  had  no  doubt  the  Govern- 
ment would  succeed  that  night  in  doing 
what  they  desired.  Whether  it  would 
serve  good  government  in  Ireland,  or 
serve  the  rapid  advance  of  Governmental 
Business  during  the  remainder  of  the 
Session,  was  yet  to  be  seen.  Now,  what 
Mr.  Gray 


was  the  j  ustification  which  the  right  hon . 
Gtentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  endea- 
voured to  make  out  for  the  somewhat 
changed  views  of  the  Government  with 
reference  to  this  measure  ?   The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  deuied  that 
there  had  been  any  change  of  fWmt  at 
all,  and  that  the  introduction  of  a  note 
in  the  Estimates  was  suflBcient  in  itself 
to  sanction  the  payment  of  these  in- 
creased salaries,  and  that  the  legality 
would  be  quite  covered  by  embodying 
the  practical  repeal  of  a  former  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  Appropriation  Bill. 
Now,  for  the  sake  of  omitting  a  note  in 
the  Estimates,  the  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  hesitate,  as  the  Kepresentative  of 
the  Government  that  night,  to  contend 
with  tho  entire  body  of  Irish  Members. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  got  one 
single  Irish  Member  that  night  to -say 
one  solitary  word  in  support  of  his  BiU, 
and  he  endently  did  not  care  whethw 
he  did  or  not.   For  the  sake  of  omitting 
a  note  in  the  Estimates,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  keep  the  Irish  Members 
there  until  their  right  of  speech  was 
exhausted,  until  their  enei^es,  which 
could  not  compete  with  those  of  the  hon. 
Member  himself — ■until  they  were  ex- 
hausted, and  until  he  had  forced  the  Bill 
through  a  second  reading.    The  Bill 
contained  a  vitally  important  principle ; 
but  if  the  contention  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  were  correct— namely,  that 
the  payment  of  these  Kesident  Magis- 
trates would  be  legally  covered  hy  an 
Estimate  embodied  in  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  the  position  was  very  different  in- 
deed, if  that  method  were  adopted,  ^an 
it  would  be  if  the  method  which  they  now 
proposed  were  acceded  to— -namely,  the 
embodiment  of  the  Estimate  in  a  separate 
Bill.   What  was  the  case  7  The  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  for  the  last  few  years 
had  been  exceedingly  exceptional.  As 
had  been  pointed  out  by  former  speakers, 
in  consequence  of  the  distress  and  ex- 
citement and  agitation  which  had  pre- 
vailed, crime  had  existed  in  the  country. 
Under  similar  circumstances  there  would 
be  an  unusual  amount  of  crime  in  any 
country.     The   Government,  however, 
found  the  necessity  of  taking  extra- 
ordinary measures  to  deal  with  the  state 
of  affairs.    One  of  the  extraordinary 
measures  they  took — wis^y  or  unwisely, 
he  did  not  propose  to  discuss  now— was 
the  appointment  of  a  number  of  gentle- 
m»  whom  tlie^,»^\g|«glg 
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Special  Besident  Magistrates,  and  wliom 
they  endowed  with  exceptional  powers. 
They  wanted  to  pay  these  gentlemon, 
and  they  did  pay  them,  special  remunera- 
tion for  their  serrices,  and  up  to  this 
they  had  embodied  the  payments  in  the 
Estimates.  From  the  explanation  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  IVeasury — he  (Mr.  Gray) 
had  not  looked  at  the  Estimates  himself, 
for  he  was  not  present  when  the  subject 
was  discussed  some  time  ago- — the  Trea- 
sury put  a  sub-note  to  the  Estimates 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  special 
remuneration  was  meted  out  to  the 
Speoial  Resident  Magistrates  in  qaestion. 
Now,  if  that  procedure  was  followed  in 
the  future  this  fact  would  be  clearly 
marked  out — that  this  was  an  exceptional 
transaction  which  the  Irish  people  might 
hope  some  day  or  other  to  see  an  end  of, 
and  it  would  be  a  legitimate  subject  for 
discussion  on  the  Estimates  wbenover 
the  Irish  Members  thought  fit  to  raise 
\t,  until  the  time  had  come  when  an 
arrangement  of  a  permanent  oharacter 
was  made  and  the  note  for  the  excep- 
tional demand  disappeared.  That  would 
be  proper  and  perfectly  legitimate ;  but 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  wanted  to 
get  rid  of  the  opportunity  of  discussion — 
he  wanted  to  shelve  this  question  once 
for  all,  and  he  wanted  to  obtain,  not  a 
Vote  to  reward  fire  men  for  exceptional 
serrices  rendered  in  exceptional  times, 
but  the  power,  ia  perpetuity,  of  selecting 
from  the  Irish  Sesident  Magistracy  five 
men  to  be  specially  rewarded  for  special 
political  services.  If  there  was  olie  prin- 
ciple more  dear  to  the  average  English- 
m  an  than  another,  and  which  was  treated 
as  absolutely  a  portion  of  tbeConstitution, 
it  was  that  the  Judges  of  the  land,  and 
the  Judges  in  an  inferior  position  to 
those  in  the  Superior  Courts,  should  be, 
in  the  fint  place,  unapproachable,  and 
should,  in  the  second  place,  be  placed 
above  political  temptation  by  having 
their  position  fixed,  and  should  not  be 
snljject  to  have  their  judgments  or 
actions  warped  by  political  rewards 
whioh  might  be  held  out  to  them.  But 
that  was  all  very  fine  and  admirable  for 
England  ;  but  for  Ireland  it  was  a  mere 
subject  of  jest  between  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  and  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney), 
who  oonld  not  even  conceal  their  laughter 
at  the  notion  that  principles  which  were 
sacred  in  England  were  at  all  applicable 
to  Irehwd.    It  was  now  proposed  to 


leave  the  position  of  the  ordinary  body 
of  Besident  Magistrates  in  Ireland  ab- 
solutely unchanged,  and  to  pay  those 
magistrates  salaries  varying  from  a 
minimum  of  £S00  to  a  maximum  of  £500 
a-year.  But  it  was  proposed  to  take 
power  by  this  Bill  to  select,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Executive  of  the  day,  five 
of  these  magistrates  to  be  rewarded  with 
twice  th©  maximum  salary.  He  had 
looked  over  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Commission  to  which  reference  had  been 
made,  and  he  found  that  the  first  wit- 
ness examined  was  the  gentleman  who 
sigoed  the  Memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, on  which  Memorial  the  Commis- 
sion was  issued.  Mr.  Edward  Fitzgerald 
Byan  was  examined,  and  said  his  salary 
was  £500  a-year,  and  that  he  had  held 
the  post  of  Besident  Magistrate  since 
February,  1846 — that  was  to  say,  that 
at  the  time  he  was  examined  he  had 
held  the  office  for  nearly  40  years. 
This  man  had  served  the  Queen  faith- 
fully for  nearly  40  years,  and  he 
and  such  as  he  had  done  their  duty  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Grown,  and  the 
Executive,  and  probably  also  to  Hie 
satisfaction  of  the  people  for  35  or  40 
years ;  he  and  such  as  ho  were  to  be  left 
at  a  salary  of  £500  a-year,  while  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd,  Mr.  Blake,  and  Captain 
Plunkett,  who  only  came  over  two  or 
three  years  ago,  who  had  made  them- 
selves extremely  obnoxious,  who  had 
been  the  cause  of  great  disturbances,  <A 
quartering  extra  police  on  many  dis- 
tricts, and  tbe  effects  of  whose  mischievous 
system  would  long  be  felt  in  the  country, 
were  to  be  picked  out  and  rewarded 
with  double  salary  of  the  men  who  had 
really  done  their  duty  faithfully.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  proposed  that 
they  should  give  to  the  Executive,  in 
perpetuity,  the  power  thus  to  corrupt 
the  entire  Magistracy  of  Ireland,  because 
the  evil  effects  of  the  proposed  system 
would  not  be  confined  to  the  five  men 
who  would  be  appointed  in  the  first 
place.  The  Executive  would  have  an 
improper  and  corruptive  influence  over 
the  Besident  Magistrates  in  thecountry; 
the  Besident  Magistrates  would  have 
constantly  dangling  before  their  eyes  a 
reward  of  a  double  sala^,  if  only  they 
made  themselves  sufficiently  obnoxious 
to  the  people.  And  that  was  the  little 
Bill  which  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
said  was  a  mere  formality.  That  was 
what  the  hon.  Qentlemon  «tve  themito 
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underataqd  was  the  effeet  of  th«  Bill, 
the  leoond  roBding  of  which  he  propoBod 
in  the  abeence  of  the  respoiuible  Uinis- 
ter  the  Ohief  Secretary  in  a  two  sen- 
tence epeech ;  and  were  he  ^Blr.  Gray) 
and  his  Friends  to  be  considered  un- 
reasonable or  obfltmctive  because  they 
opposed  such  a  Bill  as  that  by  all  the 
Forms  of  the  House  ?  He  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  e&j  that  if  the  same  principle 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  portions  of  the 
country  represented  by  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers, those  hon.  Members  would  do  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  the  Irish  Members 
were  now  doing,  and  it  did  poor  credit 
to  the  good  sense  of  English  or  Scotch 
Members  to  remain  there  at  the  dictation 
of  the  Government  Whips  for  the  pur- 

SDse  of  crushing  the  Irish  Members, 
f  course,  the  speeches  that  were  made 
were  of  no  interest  to  English  and  Scotch 
Members.  Naturally  ^ongh  they  were 
Bot  affected  by  the  Bill,  their  oonsU- 
tuenoiee  would  not  be  harassed  or  orer- 
tazed  by  the  action  of  the  men  it  was 
proposed  to  create  a  special  class  by  this 
Bill ;  but  the  people  of  Ireland  knew  by 
experience  the  mischief  that  ench  men 
had  caused  in  Ireland.  The  Irish  people 
knew  perfectly  well  that  if  they  gave 
power  to  override  the  ordinary  law,  and 
to  bold  out  to  Judges  the  prospect  of 
exceptional  and  enormous  rewards  for 
what  the  Government  called  special  ser- 
vices, but  what  the  Irish  people  called 
special  injuries,  the  effect  upon  the  coun- 
try would  be  most  disastrous.  What 
was  the  excuse  for  this  proposal  P  A 
few  years  ago  a  Memorial  sigued  on  the 
part  of  all  the  Resident  Magistrates  of 
Jroland,  complaining  that  their  pay  was 
fixed  in  the  year  1836  at  a-figure  which 
was  altogether  inadequate  now-a-days, 
in  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  living, 
was  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
The  Government,  at  the  request  of  the 
Memorialists,  appointed  a  Itoyal  Oom- 
mission  to  ioquire  into  the  grievances  of 
the  Besident  Msgistrates,  and  in  the 
Treasury  Minute  appointing  the  Com- 
mission it  was  stated  that  they  had 
written  to  Mr.  Byan  to  the  following 
effect :— That  his  Memorial  of  the  17th 
instaat,  representing  the  insufficiency  of 
the  salaries  received  by  the  Besident 
Magistrates,  had  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  that  the  subject  would  be  included 
in  the  scope  of  the  inquiries  about  to  be 
made  by  the  OommisBion  into  the  salaries 

Mr.  Gn^ 


of  the  Civil  aemots  of  Irdand,  and  it 
was  added  that — 

"  Tb9  present  sysleni  of  alloimioeB  to  Ben- 
dent  Uagirtimtes  la  considered  to  be  open  to 
otijoction,  and  that  the  attention  of  Uie  Com- 
miwdoners  will  be  directed,  not  only  to  the 
amount  of  Balaries  received  hy  magutrates,  but 
also  to  placing  their  emolumenta  ondor  more 
satufactory  regnlation." 

Was  that  done  in  this  Bill  ?  Why,  there 
was  nut  a  siogle  word  to  that  effect. 
The  whole  body  of  magistrates  applied 
to  have  a  reasonable  increase  made  to 
their  salaries,  which  varied  from  a  mini- 
mum of  £300  to  a  maximum  of  £500  a- 
year.  -  A  Commisrion  was  appointed, 
evidence  was  received,  and  the  Commis- 
sion recommended  various  increases. 
The  Government  did  not  attach  any  im- 
portance to  those  recommendations,  oVf 
if  they  did.  they  did  not  aet  upon  any 
single  one  of  them.  Instead  of  that  th^ 
inboduced  an  extraordinary  Bill  giving 
power  to  double  the  maximum  salaries 
of  five  individual  magistrates,  and  leave 
the  condition  of  the  Besident  Magistrates 
in  Ireland  unchanged.  The  Ch)vemment 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  one 
single  word  in  justification  of  this  mea- 
sure, not  even  one  word  of  explanation 
until  it  was  wrung  reluctantly  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  by  the  oppo- 
sition of  Irish  Members,  though  they 
did  think  they  were  quite  justified  in 
keeping  a  House  until  that  hour  (3.40) 
to  compel  the  Bepresentatives  of  Ireland 
to  pass  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  Irish  Members  did  no^  pretend  to 
have  the  marvellous  powers  which  en- 
abled the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
resist  so  long  and  so  successfully  on 
some  prerions  occasions  large  majorities 
in  the  House  oi  Commons  when  that 
hon.  Gentleman  found  himself  in  Oppo- 
sition. They  were  not  able  to  speak  for 
two  or  three  hours  at  a  stretch  in  the 
face  of  a  majority  who  would  not  listen 
to  one  word  they  said,  a  feat  he  remem- 
bered the  hon.  Gentleman  performing  in 
speaking  upon  the  question  of  Woman 
Suffrage.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  Well,  per- 
haps the  hon.  Gentleman  only  spoke  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a-haLE;  but  he 
seemed  to  speak  two  or  three  hours.  If 
the  Irish  Members  did  not  succeed  in 
counting  out  the  House  on  this  oocaaicm, 
the  Government  would  exhaust  them 
and  succeed  in  carrying  the  second  read- 
ing ;  but  they  would  probably  prolong 
thereby  the  debates  in  Supply  for  two 
m  three  days.   The  action  the  GoTezn- 
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meat  were  now  taking  had  caused  the 
greatest  discontent  in  Ireland,  and  it 
would  still  further  demoralize  the  whole 
body  of  Besident  Magistrates  in  the 
country  ;  it  would  maKO  the  Besident 
Magistrates  diecontented ;  it  would  give 
to  the  ofQciala  of  Dublin  Oastle  further 
means  of  corruption,  which  undoubtedly 
they  would  use,  as  they  always  had  used 
them,  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of 
the  country ;  it  would  increase  the  diffi- 
culties of  governing  Ireland,  and,  per- 
sonalty, he  failed  to  see  what  conceivable 
good  object  oould  be  served  by  it- 
Ma.  SMALL  said,  that  as  he  listened 
to  the  progress  of  the  debate  he  was  re- 
minded of  one  that  took  place  in  the 
House  during  the  last  Session,  a  short 
time  after  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
elected  a  Member  of  the  House.  The 
debate  appeared  to  be  very  similar  to 
the  one  which  took  place  upon  the  Bill 
for  the  raconstitutiou  of  the  Constabu- 
lary Force  in  Ireland.  Aj9  if  it  were  to 
make  the  parallel  more  remarkable,  the 
Irish  Constabulary  Bill  also  singled  out 
five  officers  for  special  rewards.  That 
Bill  came  to  a  more  untimely  end  than 
its  promoters  wished,  and  he  had  little 
doubt  that  would  be  the  fate  of  the  Bill 
now  under  consideration.  He  listened 
most  attentively  to  the  speech  which  the 
hon.  C^raitleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  made  in  introducing  the  mea- 
sure, and  front  that  speech  he  gathered 
that  the  principal  reasen  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  was  that  the  Treasury 
might  be  spared  the  trouble  of  putting 
some  foot-note  in  the  Estimates  in  future 
years.  That  argument  he  failed  to 
.understand ;  because  if  the  payments 
vhich  had  been  made  in  former  years 
were  legal,  what  earthly  necessity  was 
there  for  a  special  Bill  providing  for 
those  payments  ?  If  tiie  payments,  how- 
ever, were  not  legal,  did  the  Govern- 
inent  mean  to  say  that  it  was  coming  to 
the  House  to  ask  for  a  Bill  of  Indem- 
nity ?  He  had  taken  the  trouble  to  look 
into  the  accounts  which  had  hitherto 
regulated  the  salaries  of  Besident  Magis- 
trates in  Ireland,  and  he  Imd  observed 
with  some  surprise  there  had  been  a  regu- 
lar and  constant  rise  in  the  salaries  of 
those  officials.  Why  that  should  be  so 
greatly  puzzled  him,  and  it  had  piizzled 
him  ail  the  more  beoause  the  population 
of  Ireland  had  not  increased  during  the 
last  30  or  40  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  number  of  people  in  Ireland,  over 


whom  the  Besident  Magistrates  had 
exercised  jurisdiction,  had  very  much 
decreased  instead  of  increasing;  and, 
therefore,  he  could  not  see  why  the  pet 
officials  of  the  English  GoTemment  in 
Ireland  should  receive  larger  salaries 
with  a  smaller  number  of  people  to  deal 
with  and  with  similar  duties  to  perform. 
In  the  year  1836  an  Act  was  passed  de- 
claring that  every  magistrate  appointed 
should  receive  a  salary  not  exceeding 
£400  a-year ;  but  the  House  must  bear 
in  mind  that  the  Act  did  not  declare  that 
eveiy  magistrate  should  receive  that 
amount,  but  that  that  should  be  the 
maximum,  and  a  magistrate  might  hare 
received  only  a  nominal  salary.  In  1853 
another  Act  was  passed,  by  which  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  was  empowered  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  not  more  than  20 
magistrates  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  £500 
per  annum,  and  there,  again,  £500  was 
the  maximum  that  any  magistrate  could 
receive.  Since  that  time  the  salaries  of 
these  magistrates  had  been  increased  at 
different  periods,  until  at  last,  by  an  Aot 
37  &  3H  Vtet.,  they  were  divided  into 
three  classes.  The  third  class  were, 
under  that  Act,  to  receive  salaries  of 
£•300,  or  not  exceeding  £425 ;  the  second 
class  were  to  receive  salaries  of  £400, 
or  not  exceeding  £550 ;  the  first  class 
were  to  receive  salaries  of  £500,  or  not 
exceeding  £675.  From  that  it  would 
appear  that  the  largest  sum  to  be  paid 
to  any  one  magistrate  was  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be 
given  to  five  Besident  Magistrates  in 
Ireland.  Probably  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  this  Bill  was  not  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  personntl  of  the  Be- 
sident Magistrates  as  Members  on  the 
Irish  Benches  were.  He  had  had  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  them.  They 
were  as  ignorant  as  daws,  and  had  no 
sympathy  with  the  people.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
referred  to  tbe  class  from  which  these 
Besident  Magistrates  were  ohiefiy  drawn 
— namely,  from  half-pay  military  officers. 
They  were  very  objectionable  in  many 
oases ;  they  knew  nothing  about  law,  but 
were  martinets,  familiar  with  martial 
law,  and  were  therefore  not  suitable  for 
Civil  positions.  But  these  military  magis- 
trates were  not  the  most  objectionable, 
for  the  Constabulary  officers,  who  were 
also  found  in  considerable  numbers 
amonp  these  Besident  Magistrates,  were 
ten  times  more  objectionable. 
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were  ignorant  of  all  law  except  police 
law  ;  once  policemen  they  were  always 
policemen.  Their  principle  was  to  get 
a  conviction  and  reverse  the  old  Oon- 
Btitntional  maxim,  and  they  took  a  police- 
man's word  before  anyone  else's.  Ho 
believed  thai  when  once  a  gentleman 
received  an  ofBcial  position  in  England 
he  remained  in  that  position  for  the  re&t 
of  his  life;  and  promotion  from  one 
office  to  another  In  England  was  very 
rare;  but  in  Ireland  that  Oonstitutional 
maxim  seemed  to  be  altogether  inappli- 
cable. The  role,  and  not  the  exception, 
was  that  every  official  should  have  in- 
ducements held  out  to  him  to  be  subser- 
vient to  the  Castle  at  Dublin.  That 
was  the  case  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
he  had  seen  Judge  after  Judge  promoted 
from  Puisne  J udgeships  to  seats  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  to  seats  as  Lords  of 
Appeal  here  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Consequently,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
officials  in  Ireland  were  the  tools  of 
Dublin  Castle.  It  was  not  enough  that 
the  ordinary  officials  should  be  corrupt, 
but  coiTuption  must  be  extended  to  the 
Beeident  Magistrates  and  to  the  County 
Courts.  He  had  heard  many  reports 
that  the  Lav  Courts  in  Ireland  were  in- 
struments of  tyranny ;  but  his  experience 
was  that  no  Courts  were  more  really 
instruments  of  tyranny  than  the  Uagis- 
trates'  Courts.  In  some  parts  of  Ireland 
there  were  no  special  laws  in  operation 
which  were  governed  by  the  old  Statute 
Law,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
he  had  seen  how  thay  could  be  turned 
into  instruments  of  tyranny  ;  and  if  that 
was  so  in  those  parts,  what  must  be  the 
tyranny  exercised  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  exceptional  laws  were  in 
operation  and  exceptional  powers  were 
conferred  on  the  magistrates  ?  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  had  known  for  years 
what  the  Besident  Magistrates  were. 
Th^  were  bad  enough ;  but  the  idea  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  aeemed  to  be  that 
they  were  not  bad  enough,  but  ought  to 
be  worse — that  there  were  not  Buffioimt 
inducements  to  them  to  remember  that 
they  were  not  intended  to  be  judicial 
officers,  but  administrative  officers.  Ire- 
land was  a  poor  country,  and  yet  it  was 
proposed  by  this  Bill  to  give  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  £325  a-year  to  6ve  magis- 
trates. That  might  not  seem  a  very  large 
Bum  to  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench ;  but  it  would  be  a  good  deal  to 
an  Irish  county  magistrate.    Now,  he 

Small 


thought  the  House  wotdd  understand 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  perfectly 
justified  in  their  opposition  to  this  Bill, 
and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  never  pass 
into  law.  He  was  eatisfied  it  never 
would ;  and  it  seemed  an  exbtiordinary 
thing  that,  after  the  solemn  announce- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  that  no  more 
legislation  or  concessions  for  Ireland  could 
be  got  from  that  House,  this  important 
Bill  should  have  been  introduced. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present  ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr  small  said,  he  also  observed 
that  in  every  little  matter  of  detail  this 
Bill  was  made  as  objectionable  as  pos- 
sible. It  might  not  be  so  objectionable 
if  it  declared  that  the  five  magistrates 
should  be  the  five  who  were  senior  in 
office  or  in  years ;  but  what  did  it 
say?— 

'*  It  shall  bo  lawful  for  the  Lord  lieatenant, 
with  the  ooDsoDt  of  the  CommiiBionen  of  the 

I'reaaury,"  &:c. 

As  a  rule,  the  Treasury  were  averse  to 
granting  Ireland  money ;  but,  no  doubt, 
in  this  case  they  would  be  quite  willing. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  was  to  Have  ab- 
solute diBoretion  as  to  who  the  magis- 
trates  should  be,  and  he  had  some  sus- 
picion as  to  the  mode  in  which  they 
would  be  selected.  He  would,  no  doubt, 
select  those  who  had  been  most  ob- 
noxious in  the  districts  in  which  there 
had  been  most  crime,  and  they  would 
be  the  favourites  of  the  Castle,  and 
would  receive  these  increased  salaries. 
Taking  the  Bill  in  its  entirety,  and  in  all 
its  details,  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
made  more  objectionable  than  it  was; 
and  he  thought  that  perhaps  the  reason 
why  the  Bill  was  made  bo  long,  and  was 
brought  forward  at  this  end  of  the  Ses- 
sion, was  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury thought  that  woidd  enable  it  to 
slip  quietly  through.  It  seemed  to  him 
rawer  strange  that  this  debate  had  not 
been  favoured  by  the  presence  of  a 
single  Member  of  the  Cabinet.  He  saw 
several  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  but  not  one  Member  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  that  was  a  circumstance 
that  should  be  complained  of.  There 
ought  to  have  been  some  more  respon- 
sible Member  of  the  Government  pre- 
sent to  defend  the  Bill ;  but  not  a  single 
Member  of  the  Ctovemment  had  risen 
to  say  a  single  word  upon-it,  except  the 
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hon.  Q-entleman  who  moved  the  second 
reading.  He  had  made  two  speecihes, 
bat  not  another  RIember  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  spoken  upon  it  in  answer  to 
&e  speeches  of  his  hon.  Friends.  He 
tiumght  that  was  scarcely  fair  treat- 
meat}  and  he  should  therefore  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, "That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — {Mr. 
Small.) 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  1 1  ;  Noes 
88:  Majority  27.— (Div.  List,  No.  191.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  MOLLOY  said,  he  rose  to  oppose 
this  Bill,  which  was  introduced  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  far  as  he 
could  ascertain,  without  any  explanation, 
without  any  reason,  and  without  any 
justificatiouj  but  simply  in  that  spirit  of 
obatinaoy  of  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  already  given  some  indica- 
tions. It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  Honae  that  only  the  other  day,  in 
the  diacusston  which  took  place  on  the 
Bubject  of  Mr.  Bolton's  aala^,  some 
Iririi  Members  had  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether,  under  the  dr- 
eumstanoes,  he  would  consent  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  ;  but  the  boo. 
Gentleman  seemed  determined  to  carry 
out  the  scheme  he  had  placed  before 
himself  with  that  obstinacy  of  which  he 
had  already  spoken,  and  which  ap- 
peared to  be  a  growing  characteristic 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  House 
would  also  remember  that  on  that  occa- 
sion, after  the  debate  had  proceeded  for 
some  time,  the  Prime  Minister  came  in, 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  a  clear 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  what  had 
taken  place,  and  of  the  course  pursued 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  indi- 
cated, with  that  generosity  which  dis< 
tingttished  him,  his  sincere  regret  at 
that  eonrse,  and  in  the  gentlest  manner 
went  oa  to  blame  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  for  having  opposed  his  single 
will  to  uie  will  of  the  country,  and  of  a 
large  number  of  Members  who  were 
specially  interested  in  the  subject.  On 
the  present  occasion,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, demroQB,  no  doubt,  of  scoring  a 
little  victory  at  the  end  of  the  Session, 
had  brought  forward  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill  actuated  by  exactly  the  same 
fpeling  of  obstinacy  as  that  whidx  dis- 


tinguished him  on  the  previous  occasion. 
On  the  former  occasion,  the  Financial 
Secretary  could  not  be  said  to  have 
scored  any  great  victoiy,  nor  did  he 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  score 
any  victory  on  the  present  occasion. 
Few  as  were  the  Irish  Members  now 
present,  the  hon.  Gentleman  would,  per- 
haps, at  9  or  half-past  9  in  the  morning, 
succeed  in  obtaining  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill ;  but  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  that  upon  the  coarse  of  Bun- 
ness?  The  Estimates  were  not  yet 
finished  ;  but  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  that  night  thrown  down  the 
glove  to  Irish  Members  by  introducing 
a  Bill  for  which  there  was  not  the 
slightest  necessity.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  envelop  the  subject  in  a  veil 
of  mystery  in  order  not  to  show  any 
reason  for  introducing  the  Bill,  and 
those  who  heard  his  speech  would  admit 
that  he  gave  no  information  whatever 
to  the  House  as  to  the  subject-matter  of 
the  Bill.  He  did  not  know  that  any  in- 
formation was  partioalarly  Bought  for  by 
some  Members  of  the  House,  for  when 
sound  and  argumentative  reasons  were 
being  given  against  the  Bill  he  looked 
round  the  Hoose,  and  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  and  found  three  Members  of  the 
Government  asleep  on  the  Government 
Bench,  seven  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way asleep,  and  one  distinguished  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  asleep  in  a  dark 
corner  of  the  House.  Those  were  the 
conditions  under  which  this  Bill  had 
been  brought  forward  that  night.  He, 
for  one,  took  exception  to  any  legislation 
introduced  under  such  circumstances,  and 
he  took  still  stronger  exception  to  any 
legislation  for  Ireland  under  those  most 
extraordinary  and  exceptional  conditions. 
The  Members  of  the  Government  had 
not  all  spoken.  They  had  heard  the 
speeches  made  from  those  Benches,  and 
although  tiie  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  precluded  from  making  any  further 
observations,  still  there  was  the  At- 
torney General,  who  was  most  capable 
of  giving  the  soundest  reasons  and  in- 
formation upon  any  legal  Bill  affecting 
either  Ireland  or  England  ;  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  made  no  sign  of 
doing  so.  There  were  other  Members 
of  the  Government  present  who  might 
answer  some  of  the  speeches  that  had 
been  made  against  this  Bill.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)^liad  a 
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great  store  of  l^al  Icnowledg^,  and  he 

might  giro  the  House  his  opiaion  of  the 
Bill  now  under  consideration ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Molloy)  supposed  it  was  contrary 
to  the  tactics  of  the  GoTemment  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Q-entleman  should 
afford  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  any 
satisfaction.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) declined,  in  iatroduung  the  Bill,  to 
give  them  any  explanation,  because,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  foot-note  argument, 
which  on  so  many  occasionB  had  been 
the  stock-in-trade  of  the  Government, 
had  come  to  grief.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  introduced  the  Bill,  and 
the  hon.  Members  who,  to  the  number 
of  41,  consented  to  remain  daring  the 
long  hours  of  the  night,  did  not  oare  for 
any  explanation ;  indeed,  at  one  period 
of  the  debate  more  than  one-half  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  rallied  to  the 
standard  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury were  asleep.  Last  year  a  Bill  was 
introduced  in  the  House  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  which  dealt  with  the 
Boyal  Irish  Constabulary,  and  with  the 
Irish  Kesident  Magistrates.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  introduction  of  that  Bill, 
he  (Mr.  Molloy)  produced  to  the  House 
a  Beport  which  had  been  made  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Bill.  That  fieport  was  made  by  Mr. 
Jenkinaon  and  three  other  Resident 
Magistrates.  He  (Mr.  Molloy)  only 
alluaed  to  the  Irish  Constabulary  Bill 
because  this  Bill  was  the  outcome  of 
that  Bill.  Mr.  Jenkinson  and  the  three 
other  Magistrates  wished  to  be  con- 
sidered disinterested  persons,  and  they 
made  a  Beport  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  the  Chief  Secretary.  They  had 
previously  resolved  themselves  into  a 
Secret  Committee,  and  Mr.  Jenkinson 
officiated  as  Chairman.  On  behalf  of 
this  Committee,  Mr.  Jenkinson  reported 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that,  in  their  own 
opinion,  their  salaries  required  to  be  in- 
creased. He  (Mr.  Molloy)  stated  these 
foots  with  absolute  confidence,  because 
he  mentioned  them  last  year,  and  the 
Chief  Secretary  admitted  their  correct- 
ness. He  (Mr.  Molloy)  ohidlenged  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  to  deny  the  fiftots 
as  stated ;  but  the  Chief  Se<^ary  was 
silent.  Mr.  Jenkinson  reported  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  that  in  future  his  own 
•alary  should  be  £2,000  a-year,  with 

Mr,  Milky 


£400  a-year  ae  forage  allowance,  and 
that,  of  course,  in  addition  to  his  small 
pension  of  £1,000  a-year;  and  that  the 
salary  of  each  of  the  other  magistrates 
who  eat  in  secret  with  him  should  be, 
as  well  as  he  (Mr.  Molloy)  remembered, 
£1,500  a-year,  with  £200  a-year  for 
forage.  Now,  that  clearly  showed  whence 
the  Bill  which  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  introduced  that  ni^t  came.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  entered  into  no  expla- 
nation, for  the  simple  fact  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  Bill,  or  the  circnm- 
stances  connected  with  it.  The  Bill  had. 
been  put  into  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
hand,  he  brought  it  forward,  and  there 
ended  his  task.  But  the  Bill  was  bora 
in  the  imagination  of  Mr.  Jenkinson, 
and  the  three  magistrates  who  were  to 
benefit  by  the  Bill,  He  should  like  to 
ask  the  Badical  Members  of  the  House, 
who  were  supposed  to  be  friends  of 
economy  and  liberty,  what  they  would 
think  if,  instead  of  the  words  Ireland 
and  Irish  magistrates,  the  words  Eng- 
land and  English  magistrates  were  used 
in  the  Bill  ?  He  saw  one  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  who  had  often  given  the 
Irish  Members  considerable  help  in  their 
endeavours  to  obtain  in  the  House  what 
they  claimed  to  be  justice;  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  his  hon.  Friend  what  he 
would  think  if  such  a  state  of  affairs  as 
that  which  existed  in  Ireland  were  pre- 
sented to  his  mind  in  connection  with 
his  own  country  ?  What  would  his  hon. 
Friend  think,  if  the  words  were  ohanged 
in  Uie  manner  he  had  stated,  and  he 
(Mr.  Molloy)  and  other  Irish  Members 
were,  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  Whips 
of  a  Party,  and  knowing  little  or  nothing 
of  the  circumstances,  to  ait  there  through 
the  long  hours  of  the  night  to  support 
such  a  Bill — a  Bill  in  which  they  did 
not  believe,  or  had  the  slightest  interest 
in  ?  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr. 
Warton),  who  was  the  sole  Bepreseota- 
tive  of  Her  Majesty's  Opposition  now 
present,  bad  also  taken  considerable  in- 
terest in  matters  relating  to  Ireland. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  coold 
put  himself  in  the  position  of  an  Irish 
Member,  would  he,  having  heard  what 
it  was  proposed  to  do  by  this  Bill,  be 
prepared  to  rise  in  his  plaoe  and  support 
the  Bill  ?  If  the  Bill  were  one  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  magis- 
tratea  who  had  done  that  work,  and 
were  doing  it  at  the  present  moment, 
well,  he  (Mr.  Moll(^)  would  oertainly. 
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not  be  foand  waiting  there  through  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning  to  oppose  it. 
But  this  was  a  Bill  born  in  the  mind  of 
Kr.  Jenkioson  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
compensing himself — for  he  (Mr.  Molloy) 
would  be  able  to  show  that  Mr.  Jenkin- 
8on  was  going  back  to  Ireland — and 
others,  and  for  establishing  not  only 
extensive  payment  under  exceptional 
oircumstanoes  and  peculiar  conditions, 
but  for  establishing  for  all  time  these 
inordioate  salaries  for  men  who  in  Ire- 
land were  little  better  than  superior 
policemen.  The  old  Beeident  Uagis- 
toates  in  Ireland,  who  were  men  of 
position,  men  who  had  serred  in  the 
Army  or  in  the  law,  were  satisfied  with 
a  salary  of  £500,  which  he  thought  was 
not  too  great  a  salary ;  but  the  importa- 
tions from  Burmah  and  other  distant 
parte  of  the  world,  where  civilization 
was  certainly  at  a  discount,  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  much  larger  sala- 
ries than  those  which  had  hitherto  been 
held  to  be  BuiRcient  for  the  ordinary 
Sesident  Magistrates.  It  was  because 
the  sew  and  higher  salaries  were  to  be 
made  permanent  that  he  objected  to 
them  as  he  did  that  night.  Now,  one 
might  look  with  some  curiosity  at  the 
futore  course  of  the  Bill.  He  supposed 
the  Bill  would  go  into  Committee.  They 
were  all  anxious  to  get  away  for  their 
holidays  and  to  prepare  for  the  coming 
Autumn  Session ;  but  the  introduction 
of  this  Bill  would  prolong  the  Session 
for  at  least  two  days,  and  be  should  be 
glad  if  his  statement  reached  the  ears  of 
the  superior  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment; it  might  prolong  the  Session  coa- 
eiderably  longer,  hot  that  it  would  pro- 
long the  Session  at  least  two  days  he 
was  fully  persuaded.  [Mr.  IIealy  : 
Oh,  a  week.]  The  introduction  of  the 
Bill  had  created  an  irritation  which 
would  be  felt  in  every  debate  which 
took  place  during  the  remainder  of  the 
Session ;  not  that  Irish  Members  would 
act  in  any  childish  or  revengeful  spirit, 
bat  simply  in  a  spirit  of  fair  and  honest 
TOtaliation.  Personally,  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  he  entirely  approved 
of  such  a  spirit  inflnenoing  his  lion. 
Friends,  and  he  should  join  tiiem  in 
whatever  course  they  chose  to  adopt  in 
the  pursuance  of  such  a  spirit.  Now, 
one  was  in  the  habit  of  making  appeals 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  might, 
of  course,  occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
if  to  occupy  time  were  the  only  object  he 


had  in  view,  by  making  an  appeal  to  the 
better  sense  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  lot  the  Bill  now  drop.  But  he  did 
not  make  any  such  appeal,  because  the 
hon.  Qentleman  had  set  his  heart  upon 
the  passing  of  this  Bill,  a  Bill  of  which, 
as  he  (Mr.  Molloj)  had  already  said, 
the  hon.  Uratleman  knew  nothing.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  by  his  ac- 
tion the  hon.  Gentleman  was  very  dis- 
courteous— of  course,  he  meant  politi- 
cally discourteous — and  it  wai  for  this 
reason  he  tiiOTODghly  endorsed  the  feel- 
ing of  retaliation  which  he  was  sure 
would  prompt  the  action  of  his  hon. 
Friends  durmg  the  remainder  of  the 
Session.  He  assured  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
by  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  he  had 
not  facilitated  the  Business  of  the  House ; 
he  had  done  no  good  to  the  Government 
of  which  he  was  a  Member ;  he  had  done 
no  good  to  anybody ;  but  he  wished  to 
make  himself  and  his  Government  the 
subservient  slaves  of  Mr.  Jenkinson,  and 
those  who,  like  Mr.  Jenkinson,  looked 
upon  the  positions  they  held  in  Ireland 
from  the  point  of  view  of  their  own 
selfish  interest,  and  not  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  good  of  the  country.  He 
did  not  like  to  make  such  a  statement 
without  giving  some  proof  of  it,  and  be 
would  give  proof.  The  year  before  last, 
when  the  Special  Besident  Magistrates 
were  appointed,  a  friend  of  his  came  to 
him  and  asked  him  to  recommend  him 
as  a  Besident  Magistrate.  He  (Mr. 
Molloy)  said  to  his  friend  he  had  no 
sympathy  with  the  system ;  but,  even  if 
he  did  recommend  biro,  he  would  be  sure 
not  to  get  it.  He  added — "Personally, 
I  wish  you  every  success ;  but  what  in  the 
world  do  you  know  about  the  duties  of 
a  Besident  Magistrate?  Tou  have  been 
in  the  Army ;  you  are  still  in  the  Army  ; 
you  have  spent  most  of  your  time  in 
India,  and  now  yon  seek  the  position  of 
an  Irish  Besident  Magistrate.  Whatever  - 
has  put  it  into  your  head  to  apply  for 
the  post  of  Besident  Magistrate  ?  "  His 
friend  replied  to  him  that  Mr.  So-and-so, 
mentioning  one  of  the  principal  Besident 
Magistrates  by  name,  had  written  to 
him  and  to  two  or  three  others  in  the 
same  regiment,  telling  them  now  was 
their  time,  if  they  would  come  over  to 
Ireland  he  would  get  them  in.  He 
(Mr.  Molloy)  need  hardly  assure  the 
House  that  theso  were  facts  within  his 
own  knowledge.   He  asked    embers  of 
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fhe  HouBe  to  put  aside  the  ill-feeling 
uaaally  engendered  by  these  little  com- 
petitions of  strength  on  the  part  of  Par- 
ties in  the  House,  and  to  put  this  ques- 
tion seriously  to  themBelveB— Was  this 
a  system  under  vhich  those  onerous  and 
responsible  positions  were  given  away, 
in  the  manner  he  had  just  described, 
one  which  they  were  there  that  nigbt  to 
uphold  and  support?  He  asked  hon. 
Members  if  they  thought  that,  by  fol- 
lowing the  beck  and  call  of  the  Whips 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  of  which  they  them- 
selves  were  Members,  and  in  voting  for 
a  Bill  of  which  they  knew  nothing,  they 
were  acting  wisely  ?  Did  they  not  think 
that  they  would  be  acting  more  honour- 
ably in  walking  out  of  the  House  than 
in  stopping  there  to  rote  for  a  system 
wfaioh  was,  on  the  very  beet  authority, 
alleged  to  be  pernicious  in  the  last 
degree,  and  contrary  in  every  way  to  ^e 
principles  of  the  Party  to  wlucui  they 
belonged? 

Ms..  DAWSOK  said,  he  was  surprised 
to  find  on  this  Oonstitutional  question 
Badical  Members,  and  Members  who 
had  sworn  

Me.  speaker  :  Am  I  right  in  sup- 
posing that  the  hon.  Gentleman  seconded 
the  Motion  for  Adjournment  ? 

Mb.  DAWSON:  I  only  raised  my  hat. 

Mb.  SPEAKEB:  I  thought  1  was 
right  in  supposing  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman seconded  the  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment; in  that  case,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  exhausted  his  right  to  speak. 

Me.  HEALY:  May  I  ask,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  it  is  not  o  fact  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Brigh- 
ton (Mr.  Marriott),  who  was  then  sitting 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  not 
merely  spoke,  but  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  during  the  course  of 
the  debate  on  Egypt,  and  that  you  al- 
lowed him  to  speak  subsequently? 

Me.  SPEAKER;  That  is  not  the 
question  now  before  the  House.  The 
question  is  whether  the  hon.  Member 
for  Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  seconded  the 
Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the 
House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says  he 
did  do  Bo;  and  I,  therefore,  rule  that 
he  cannot  now  speak  upon  this  subject. 

Mb.  HEALY:  May  I  ask  whether 
an  bon.  Member  can  move  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  then  speak  subsequently  ;  or 
does  your  ruling  only  apply  to  a  case  of 
an  hon.  Member  who  seconds  the  Motion 
for  Adjournment  7 

Mr.  Uolhy 


Mb.  speaker  :  In  neitho-  case  is  tbe 
hon.  Member  entitled  to  speak  ^lun. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Brighton,  on  the  occasion  I 
refer  to,  did  speak  again. 

Mb.  DEASi  said,  he  was  sorry  that 
bis  boD.  Eriend  the  Member  for  Oarloir 
(Mr.  Dawson)  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  House  on  this  subject; 
because,  on  account  of  the  position  the 
hoQ.  Member  occupied  for  a  very  con- 
siderable time  as  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  first  City  in  Ireland,  he  would 
bave  been  able  to  throw  oousiderably 
more  light  on  the  question  now  under 
discussion  than  any  Gentleman  who  had 
spoken  up  to  tiiis.  But  he  (Mr.  Deasy) 
however,  ventured  to  say  that  before 
half-an-hour  was  over  his  hon.  Friend 
would  have  an  ample  opportunity  of 
discussing  this  Bill,  and  that  the  House 
genwally  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  the  Membera  of  the  Government 
wIlo  had  not  condescended,  so  far,  to 
reply  to  the  many  speeches  whioh  had 
been  delivered  from  the  Irish  Benches 
during  the  last  few  hours.  He  was  not 
connected  with  any  branch  of  the  Legal 
Profession,  and,  therefore,  he  was  particu- 
larly anxious  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  sitting  upon 
the  Treasury  Bench  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  now  under  consideration.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Trevelyan),  who  would  be  mostly  con- 
cerned in  the  administration  of  this  Bill 
if  it  became  law,  had  not  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance that  night.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  not  shown  himself  in  the 
House  since  this  Bill  was  introduced, 
and  he  (Mr.  Deasy)  did  not  suppose 
the^  would  see  him  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  debate.  He  was  sorry 
for  the  Solicitor  General  for  Irelaiw 
(Mr.  Walker),  who,  together  with  other 
hon.  Members,  would  have  to  attend  an 
important  Committee  that  day  at  12 
o'clock,  for  it  was  evident  that  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  he  alluded  could  not, 
after  so  late  a  Sitting  as  this,  carry  on 
its  inquiry  in  a  manner  which  would  at 
all  be  satisfactory.  But,  however  that 
might  be,  he  had  no  wish  to  dwell  upon 
the  matter  any  longer.  He  was  bound 
to  say  he  was  considerably  surprised 
when  he  found  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  rise  in  his 
place  and  propose  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  because  he  understood  the 
Prime  Minister  distinctly  to  lay  down 
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8om«  fem  days  ago  that  no  Bill  of  this 
character  would  be  introduced  during 
the  remainder  of  the  Session ;  that  no 
Bill  of  a  contentious  character  would  be 
proceeded  with;  and  it  was  just  by  the 
merest  chance  that  he  (Mr.  Deasy),  and 
many  of  his  hon.  Friends,  had  not  al- 
ready left  for  Ireland.  No  matter  in 
what  way  tho  pledge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  was  in- 
tended, it  certainly,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Irish  Members,  bad  not  been  kept. 
Kow,  tho  Bill  amounted  to  a  most 
serious  innovation,  and  it  was  a  Bill 
vhich,  if  it  became  law,  would  not 
conduce  at  all  to  the  peace  or  content- 
ment of  Ireland.  Already  a  very  strong 
feeling  exiated  against  the  police  of 
Ireland,  and  a  still  stronger  feeling 
existed  gainst  the  police  magistrates 
who  had  recently  been  appointed,  and 
he  could  not  conceive  anything  which 
would  be  likely  to  make  the  people 
more  dissatisfied  than  the  permanent 
appointment  of  these  fire  Pashas. 
They  knew  in  the  South  of  Ireland, 
from  personal  experience,  in  what 
manner  the  fire  Special  Besident 
Magistrates  to  be  appointed  under  the 
Bill  would  be  likely  to  administer  the 
law.  He  knew  how  Captain  Plunkett 
hful  been  conducting  himself  as  Besident 
Magistrate  of  Cork,  and  he  supposed 
Captain  Plunkett  would  be  one  of  the 
gentlemen  who  would  be  appointed 
under  the  Bill.  One  of  his  (Mr.  Deasy's) 
liveliest  recollections  of  the  scenes  which 
bad  taken  jdace  in  the  House  since  he 
had  been  a  Member  of  Farliwnent  was 
that  of  the  scene  connected  with  the 
discussion  which  took  place  as  to  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Plunkett,  with  regard 
to  the  way  he  treated  peojjle  in  public 
meeting  in  County  Cork.  The  proceed- 
ings of  that  night  reminded  him  very 
strongly  of  what  took  place  upon  the 
occasion  referred  to,  because  they  then 
remained  sitting  until,  ho  believed, 
6  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning.  They 
were  now  approaching  the  hoar  of  6, 
and  he  thought  it  was  very  probable 
that  their  deliberations  on  this  occasion 
would  extend  beyond  that  hour.  As  to 
tiie  manner  in  which  Captain  Plunkett 
was  likely  to  conduct  himself  in  the 
future,  he  (Mr.  Deasy)  could  only  judge 
b]{r  the  pasti  Daring  the  whole  of  last 
Tinter  (Japtain  Plunkett,  who  was  not 
responsible  to  the  Irish  Oovernment,  or 
responsible,  in  fact,  to  any  Government 


at  all,  took  upon  hims^  the  aaUiority 
of  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
country,  and  would  not  permit  a  single 
meeting  to  be  held  throughout  the 
County  of  Cork.  Not  only  that,  but 
when  this  Captain  Plunkett  became  a 
Special  Resident  Magistrate,  the  county 
was  at  once  flooded  with  a  large  number 
of  extra  police.  Those  extra  police  still 
remained  quartered  upon  the  people, 
and  had  formed  the  subject  of  discnasion 
several  times  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  would  form  the  subject  of  discussion 
many  more  times  before  the  House  ad- 
journed previous  to  the  Autumn  He  cess. 
At  the  present  timo  Captain  Flunkett's 
personal  staff  numbered  22  men.  These 
men  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  drive 
about  the  whole  of  the  South  of  Ire- 
land, and  were  a  constant  source  of 
annoyance  and  of  heavy  expense  to  the 
people.  He  (Mr.  Beasy)  had  hoped 
tbat  in  discussing  a  matt«r  of  this  kind, 
and  in  bringing  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  unconstitutional  conduct  of 
men  of  the  character  of  Captain  Plunkett, 
the  Irish  Members  would  hare  bad  the 
support  of  those  Gentlemen  opposite, 
who  so  often  professed  to  be  the  advo- 
cates of  freedom  of  speech,  and,  indeed, 
of  freedom  in  all  things.  He  was  sorry 
to  say  that  since  he  was  returned  to  the 
House,  he  and  the  Party  to  which  he 
belonged  had  not  experienced  veiy  much 
sympathy  from  those  Gentlemen.  He 
assured  the  Badical  Members  that 
their  condnot  on  the  presoLt  occasion 
might  have  the  effect  of  causing  the 
Irish  Members  to  withdraw  their  support 
from  the  agitation  which  the  BadicaU 
were  now  carrying  on  against  the  Upper 
House.  As  to  that  agitation  he  would 
not  say  more  than  that  he  did  not 
believe  it  was  sincere. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  now  speaking  to  the  particular 
subject  before  the  House — he  is  not 
speaking  with  any  relevancy  to  the  sub- 
ject now  in  hand. 

Mb.  deasy  said,  he  would  endeavour 
in  the  remainder  of  his  remarks  to  ad- 
dress himself  to  the  subject.  He  would 
not  say  anything  further  concerning  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
opposite,  of  whom  he  bad  entertained 
opinions  which  he  did  not  think  they 
themselves  would  be  veiy  glad  to  hear. 
He  thought  the  House  had  a  right  to 
demand  from  the  Att-jmey  General  for 
England  (Sir  Henry  Jame^  some  ex- 
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planation  of  hie  eztraoTdinary  conduct 
on  this  occasion.  On  the  16th  of  March 
a  Supplementary  Estimate  for  the 
salaries  of  Resident  Magistrates  in  Ire- 
land was  brought  in,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  pointed  out  to  the 
House  that  it  was  perfectly  regular  to 
introduce  a  foot  note  in  tlio  Estimate, 
explaining  any  increase  which  had  been 
made  in  a  salary*  He  was  glad  the 
Koa.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  now  in 
his  place,  because  the  Irish  Members 
TTOuld  like  to  hear  his  opinion  on  the 
Bubject.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man defended,  on  the  16th  of  March,  that 
mode  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
m^jlistrates  in  Ireland;  bnt  now  the 
Secretary  to  the  Trea8ury(Mr.  Courtney) 
said  that  the  plan  hitherto  adopted  was 
a  very  inconvenient,  if  not  irregular, 
way  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  magis- 
trates. The  Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry 
James),  however,  did  not  now  get  up 
and  explain  the  position  he  had  taken 
up  on  the  subject.  Now,  a  most  im- 
portant Report  bearing  on  this  subject 
was  read  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  County  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan),  than  whom  none  was 
more  fitted  to  deal  with  the  question, 
because  he  had  taken  part  in  the 
investigations  into  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary system.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  pointed  out  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  of 
which  he  was  a  Member  were  greatly 
exceeded  by  this  Bill;  that  it  was 
proposed  by  the  Committee  that  the 
salaries  given  to  the  magistrates  of  the 
special  class  should  not  exceed  f 600. 
Without  any  reason  being  assigned,  the 
House  was  now  asked  to  sanction  an 
increase  of  salary  amounting  to  £400 
a-year  each  to  five  magistrates.  Nothing 
had  given  greater  dissatisfaction  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  than  the  appointment 
of  divisional  magistrates.  As  he  had 
already  pointed  out,  they  had  consider- 
able experience  of  one  of  such  magis- 
trates in  the  South  of  Ireland ;  but  it 
was  a  well-known  fact  that  whenever 
one  of  these  magistrates  had  been  ap- 
pointed, the  greatest  irritation  amongst 
the  people  had  resulted  from  his  action. 
Let  bim  (Mr.  Deasy)  call  attention  to 
the  debate  which  took  place  a  few 
nights  ago  with  regard  to  the  quarter- 
ing of  an  extra  police  force  in  Lime- 
ri^.  It  was  clearly  proved  that  the 
extra  p<dice  were  only  drafted  into 

Mr.  Bttttjf 


that  city  when  Mr.  OIi£Ebrd  Uoyd 
was  appointed  Special  Magistrate. 
They  had  got  a  sort  of  understanding 
that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  would  not  be 
brought  back ;  but  there  were  other  men 
quite  aa  bad  as  he.  He  did  not  seo  any 
difierence  between  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
and  Captain  Plunkett — in  fact,  he  thought 
Captain  Plunkett  would  make  a  far  more 
objectionable  and  more  severe  magis- 
trate than  even  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
was.  These  men  had  the  control  of 
the  police,  all  their  sympathies  were 
with  the  police,  and  it  would  be  ut- 
terly impossible  for  any  peraon  brought 
before  such  magistrates  to  get  nia 
case  dismissed,  or  to  get  a  verdict 
against  a  policeman.  That  was  always 
the  way  with  the  police  magistrates. 
The  word  of  a  policeman  was  taken  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  oaths  of  20  respect- 
able civilians,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  people  to  have  any  respect  for 
the  law,  if  these  men  had  the  adminis- 
tration of  it.  The  police  and  these  ma- 
gistrates would  have  a  direct  interest  in 
manufacturing  crime,  and  getting  all  the 
convictions  they  possibly  could  against 
men  charged  with  the  commission  of 
misdeeds.  He  had  very  little  confidence 
in  their  consciences.  He  did  not  for  a 
moment  believe  they  would  run  the  risk 
of  sacrificing  their  incomes  of  £500  per 
annum,  if  that  depended  on  the  misfor- 
tune, oreventhelive8,ofmen.  Whatever 
confidence  he  might  have  had  in  them 
was  now  qnite  shaken.  They  were  quite 
as  bad  as  those  employed  in  Ireland 
by  English  Governments,  who,  in  timps 
past,  were  in  the  habit  of  gibbeting  and 
pitch- capping  men  ;  and  the  present  Go- 
vernment would  countenance  the  same 
mode  of  dealing  with  political  opponents 
in  that  country,  but  that  public  opinion 
was  too  strong  for  them.  After  all  the 
speeches  that  had  been  made,  he 
hoped  they  would  now  obtain  some 
legal  information  from  the  Treasury 
Bench.  They  were  fairly  entitled  to 
that  information,  and  in  order  to  give 
the  Government  a  full  and  fair  opportu- 
nity of  replying  to  the  many  speeuhes 
they  bad  neard,  he  should  move,  as  an 
Amendment,  that  at  that  period  of  the 
Session  the  House  was  not  prepared  to 
proceed  with' a  Bill  of  such  importance 
involving  grave  considerations  of  Irish 
policy.  He  would  say  nothing  on  the 
Amendment,  except  that  he  moved  it  in 
^  order  to  hear  the  obserxiitions  of  hon. 
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Members  on  &e  Treasnir  Bench,  be- 
cauoe  he  wee  reallj  at  a  low  to  imder- 
Btand  the  position  in  which  he  and  his 
hon.  Friends  stood  with  regard  to  this 
measure.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  they 
would  at  last  hear  the  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James),  who  took  up  a  very 
different  position  three  or  four  mcmths 
ago. 

Thx  O'OOBUAN  UAHON  seconded 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  lesTe  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the 
end  of  the  Qaeation,  in  order  to  add  tiie  worda 
**  at  thu  period  of  the  Sesmon  this  House  is  not 
prepared  to  jtroceed  with  a  Bill  of  nich  import- 
ance iaTolTing  gmre  coniideratioBB  of  Irish 
policy,"— (Jfr.  J>Msy,) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 

S reposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
uestion." 

Hb.  HEALY  said,  he  hoped  they 
would  now  have  some  observations  from 
the  Treasury  Bench.  They  had  no  more 
to  gain  than  the  GoTemment,  and  the 
Prime  Minister  had  given  &  distinct 
[iledge  that  they  should  not  be  kept  sit- 
ting there,  as  titey  would  have  to  come 
again  for  an  Autumn  Session.  Aa  the 
^^esident  of  the  Local  QoTemment 
Board  (Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  was  now 
present,  he  would  ask  him  if  the  Prime 
Minister  had  not  given  that  distinot 
pledge;  and  whether  that  jiledge  was 
now  Dei ng  kept  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
had  been  interpreted  when  given  ?  This 
matter  was  raised  in  March  last ;  but 
the  Government  had  waited  until  now 
to  bring  in  this  Bill.  Four  months  had 
passed,  and  the  Government  had  with- 
drawn the  rest  of  their  Bills ;  and  surely 
this  was  not  the  right  way  in  which  to 
treat  hon.  Members.  They  had  been 
told  that  the  Session  would  wind  up  on 
Saturday  week,  and  now  they  were  re- 
quired to  go  on  with  this  Bill,  whidi 
was  certainly  more  contentious  than 
many  of  those  that  had  been  dropped, 
simply  because  the  Half-past  12  Bule 
did  not  apply  to  it.  If  there  was  to  be 
any  alteration  in  the  Bales  of  the  House, 
Money  Bills  ought  to  be  brought  within 
this  Bule,  except  ExcAiequer  Bills,  mak- 
ing a  distinct  charge  on  the  taxpayers. 
He  appealed  to  the  ri^t  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  Gharles  W.  Dilke)  not  to  keep  the 
House  sitting  longer.  There  were  still 
A  number  of  votes  to  be  taken,  many  of 
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them  being  Ijtiah,  and  would  the  Govern- 
ment get  them  the  more  easily  by  having 
this  Bill  f  What  excuse  was  there  for 
having  delayed  this  Bill,  if  it  was  of  so 
much  importance  ?  Surely,  since  March 
there  had  been  ample  time  to  bring  in 
the  Bill,  instead  of  waiting  till  the  nig- 
end  of  the  Session  ?  If  the  Government 
simply  wished  to  save  their  honour,  Irish 
Members  would  have  no  objection  to 
that,  if  they  said  th^  would  then  with- 
draw the  Bill ;  but  if  they  persisted  with 
it,  they  Tould  only  prolong  the  Sesnon, 
fHie  GoTemment  had  given  a  distinct 
pledge  not  to  keep  the  House  sitting 
longer  than  Saturday  week ;  the  Iri^ 
.Members  were  not  disposed  to  delay 
Supply ;  but  they  had  some  questions  to 
raise  on  Irish  Votes;  and  it  would  greatly 
help  the  House  to  close  the  Session  if 
only  they  could  get  some  distinct  state- 
ment upon  this  measure  from  a  respon- 
sible Member  of  the  (Government. 

Me.  DILLWYN  said,  he  had  sup- 
ported the  Government  in  this  conten- 
tion so  far ;  but  he  must  confess  that  he 
should  like  to  see  some  explanation  given 
of  this  matter.  The  statement,  in  the 
first  instance,  was  not  as  ample  as  it 
might  have  been ;  there  was  a  good  deal 
in  the  appeal  of  hon.  Members  opposite ; 
and  he  should  support  them  in  asking 
whether  the  hon.  Geutlemaa  really 
thought  it  worth  while  to  continue  this 
contention  any  further  at  the  present 
time?  He  Uiought  the  Government 
would  hardly  gain  much  by  doing 
so. 

Me.  COUBTNET  said,  the  Govern- 
ment would  certainly  do  their  best  to 

Eromote  the  early  closing  of  the  Session  ; 
ut  boo.  Members  knew  very  well  that 
the  Government  had  no  desire  to  re- 
main there  to  that  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing. When  this  matter  was  raised 
in  March  last  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates,  they  were  urged  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  with  respect  to  this  subject^  in- 
stead of  proceeding  by  way  of  extra 
Votes,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer then  distinctly  stated  that  it 
would  be  dealt  with  by  a  Bill.  It  was^ 
no  doubt,  true  that  the  Bill  had  beoi 
brought  in  at  a  late  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion ;  but  the  subject  had  not  been  lost 
sight  of,  and  it  was  only  because  of  Ae 
pressure  of  odier  Business  that  due  Bill 
was  not  introdnced  earlier.  Th^  had 
now  sat  to  a  late  hour,  in  the  h^pe  of 
obtaining  the  second  reading  Lhut,  under 
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the  ciroumstanoes,  he  would  more  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned. 

Motion,  by  leare,  withramt. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned.'* 
— (J/r  Courtfuy.) 

Motion  t^etd  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow, 

KX.PIEINO  IjAWS  CX)NTZ2nTANCB 
BILL.— [Bill  S06.] 
{Xr.  Stritrt  Oledttone,  Mr.  CourtH0i/.) 
SECOND  BEADINa, 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  noticed  that, 
for  the  first  time,  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act  was  included  in  this  Bill.  Of  course, 
that  was  the  usual  practice,  and  he  did 
not  wish  to  offer  any  opposition  to  it ; 
but  he  should  like  to  know  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Goremment  to 
put  that  measure  annually  into  this  Bill ; 
and  whether,  if  hon.  Members  desired 
to  raise  any  points  after  the  General 
Election,  there  would  be  any  diance  of 
revising  the  Act?   

SiK  CHAELE8  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
thought  that  the  fact  of  this  measure 
being  put  in  the  Continuance  Bill  would 
not  prevent  Members  irom  raising  ques- 
tions as  to  its  amendment  on  a  future 
occasion — for  instance,  after  a  General 
Election.  Although  the  Ballot  Act  was 
■  continued  annually  by  the  Coatiouonce 
Bill,  Amendments  had  been  made  in 
that  Act,  and  in  the  same  way  all  the 
corrupt  practices  that  had  been  passed 
had  been  included  in  this  Bill,  so  that 
he  did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
difficulty  in  proposing  Amendments. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  aeoond  time,  and  eommiited 

for  To-morrete. 

HETROPOLTTAK    ASYLUMS  BOARD 
(BOBBOWINO  POWEBS) 
BILL.— [Bill  SIO.] 
{Sir  CharUi  W.  DHke,  Mr.  Otergt  Jtuueli.) 
SBCOND  nEADJNO. 

Order  for  Beoond  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aeoond 
iime."— (A*f-  Chariot  W.  JHth,) 

Mr.  CourtMif 


Mb.  WABTON  asked  whether  thia 
Bill  was  similar  to  the  Further  Powers 

BiU? 

Sir  CHABLES  W.  DILKE  replied 
that  it  was  not.  It  was  a  Bill  to  enable 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  to  bor- 
row under  their  Act  of  last  Session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  seoond  time,  and  oommiUod 

for  To-morrow. 


UL8TKR  OAKAL  AND  TYKOITB  ITAVIOATIOH 

Bnx. 

Viscount  Cbichtow,  Mr.  Arthuh  O'Coknob, 
and  Mr,  Cocrtmbt,  nominated  Uembers  of  the 
Select  Committea. 

AaKKnTLTUBAL  LABOURERS  (iBELAm)) 

Ordtred,  That  Sir  Hbstst  Brucx  be  dis- 
charged from  further  atteodaoce  on  the  Select 
Committee  on  Agricultural  Labourers  (Ira- 
land)  :— Mr.  Corby  added  to  tho  Committee. — 
{Mr.  Sfiiuitor  Otmral  fir  Jrsiamd.) 

HooH  «younied  at  a  quarter  after 
Five  o'clock  in  ttie  mcHming. 


H0U8B  OF  LOBDS, 
7\ie$day,  2m  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— PtmLiO  BtLLB— Siding— 
Public  Works  Loang*  (221);  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Worlia  (Money)  *  {'£22). 

Committee — Report — CoutE^ous  Diseases  (Ani- 
malB)  Aot,  1878  (DUtricte)  •  (206);  Naval 
and  Qreenwich  Ho^ital  PensionB*  (203); 
Teadien'  Reddenoea  (Ireland)  *  (314). 

Jffeporf— Yorkshire  Begistriei*  (219). 

Third  fienfif^— Strenaall  Common*  (195),  and 
patted. 

PRIVATE  BILLS-AMENDMENTS  TO 
STANDING  ORDERS. 

BESOLUnONS. 

The  Eabl  of  BEDESDALE  (Chaib- 
HAS  of  OoMMiTTKEs)  moTod  that  the 
Standing  Orders  relating  to  Private 
Bills  be  ameoded~(l.)  All  Bills  (not 
being  Estate  Bills)  seeking  power,  with 
reference  to  certain  subjects  (wliioh  are 
set  out  at  length),  are  in  Uieir  Orders 
termed  Local  JBills,  and  are  divided 
into  two  elaeses,  aoeording  to  tihe  mb- 
jeota  to  which  ttiey  respeotively  rdate. 
(2.)  NotioeB  in  reference  to  Street  l^nun- 
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Trajs Bills;  Subway  Bills;  diversions  of 
water  —  deposit  of  maps,  plans,  and 
diagrams ;  deposit  of  Bills  precedent  to 
spplicatioQs ;  estimates;  proofs  of  con- 
sents ;  restrictions  as  to  mortgage  [and 
other  particulars]. 

The  Eabl  op  CAMPERDOWN  was 
understood  to  say  that  under  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  it  was  sometimes  doubtful 
whether  a  Bill  should  be  introduoed  as 
a  private  one  or  a  public  one. 

The  liOBD  CHANCELLOR  said, 
that  on  two  occasions  this  Session  the 
question  had  been  raised — once  when 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  brought 
in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  creation  of 
charges  on  ecclesiastical  lands,  under 
any  Land  Improvement  Act,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Patrdn  and  Ordinary 
— there  being  a  Company  in  the  West 
of  England  in  whose  Private  Act  there 
were  no  such  safeguards — when  it  was 
said  that  certain  notices  were  neces- 
sary, though  the  Bill  did  not  aSTect 
the  vested  right  of  any  person,  but 
would  apply  generally.  It  was  said 
tbat  it  was  a  Private  or  Hybrid  Bill ;  but 
he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  objected  to  that 
-view  of  the  matter.  The  other  instance 
was  when  his  noble  fViend  ^the  £arl  of 
Gamperdown)  brought  in  a  Bill  enabling 
all  persons  to  know  what  charges  of 
Water  Companies  they  had  to  meet. 
That  Bill  took  away  no  right  whatso- 
ever, .and  it  did  not  come  within  the 
Standing  Orders.  It  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  a  Public  Bill,  and  not  a 
private  one ;  but  it  was  objected  to  as 
being  a  Private  Bill,  and  was  not  pro- 
ceeded with.  He  hoped  that  next  year 
his  noble  Friend  would  persevere  in  his 
ofForts,  and  he  would  give  him  all  the 
enpport  in  his  power. 

The  Maeouess  oe  SALISBURY 
pointed  out  that  if  any  question  arose  in 
the  House  of  Commons  as  to  whether  a 
Bill  was  a  private  or  public  one,  it  was 
decided  by  the  Speaker,  and  in  their 
Lordships'  House  by  a  vote.  If  there 
ware  any  doubt  as  to  the  oharaoter  of 
the  Bill,  the  questum  should  be  decided 
by  a  rote  of  the  House. 

Motion  agreed  io. 

Xovtd, "  Thnt  the  Standing  Orders  in  relation 
to  Labonring  Clau  DweUings  "be  amended,  and 
New  Orders  added."— <7%«  JfergiMM  <if  Salit. 
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liotion  agr^td  t«. 

The  eaid  Orders  to  bo  print*d,  at 
•mended.    (No.  234.) 


EGTFT— THE  CONTEBEKCE. 
QUE8TI0V. 

The  Uabquess  of  SAUSBUBY:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  Whether  he  has  any  infiorma- 
tiou  to  give  the  House  with  respect  to 
the  Conference  ? 

Eael  GRANVILLE :  I  have  to  in- 
form the  noble  Marquess  that  the 
Plenipotentiaries  met  to-day  ;  but  they 
had  not  received  an  answer  to  the  repre- 
sentations which  they  made  to  their 
difEerent  Courts,  and.  at  present,  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  I  stated  yester- 
day. 

LrrEBATTTEE,  SCIENCE,  AND  ART- 
NATIONAL  PORTBAIT  GALLEET. 

QTIESTION.  0B8EEVATI0NB. 

LoED  FORBES  asked,  Whether  there 
were  any  funds  available  for  the  pur- 
chase of  pictures  for  the  National  Por- 
trait Gallery ;  and  also  when  the  cata- 
logue was  likely  to  be  re-issued  ?  He 
declared  that  it  would  bo  much  to  be 
regretted  if  the  nation  lost  the  chance 
of  acquiring  from  the  Blenheim  Collec- 
tion Raphael's  "  Madonna  "  and  Van- 
dyke's equestrian  picturS  o£  Charles  I. 
The  latter  oertainly  should  be  pur- 
chased for  the  Portrait  Gallery — one  of 
the  most  interesting  collections  of  pic- 
tures in  the  couotry.  But,  notwith- 
standing its  valuable  and  interesting 
character,  it  was  miserably  housed,  and 
almost  unprotected  against  fire. 

LoBD  LAMINQTON  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the 
great  value  of  the  collection ;  but  thought 
that  the  building  in  which  the  pictures 
were  placed  was  unworthy  of  them.  He 
also  concurred  in  thinking  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  to  guard  these 
pictures  against  the  extreme  danger  they 
were  exposed  to  from  fire.  The  Gallery 
was  a  most  valuable  one,  and  largely 
consisted  of  donations  from  various 
families ;  and  yet  the  Government  were 
content  to  see  it  liable  to  be  boiut  down 
at  any  moment. 

LoBD  THURLOW  said,  that  he  was 
afraid  he  must  confine  his  answer  to  the 
Questions  on  the  Paper.  It  appeared 
tliat  the  j^nds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery  Trustees  were 
very  limited,  and  consisted  only  of  an 
annual  Vote  in  the  House  of  Commons 
of  £750.    As  regarded  tbASi  year,  .ho 
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migbt  Btate  that  £600  of  that  amooni 
had  been  aatidpated  tiie  Trustees 
in  the  purchase  of  important  pictures 
in  the  recent  Hamilton  sale.  There- 
fore, there  remained  available  of  this 
year's  Vote  only  £250,  and  that  had 
all  been  spent.  The  National  Portrait 
Gallery  Trustees  would  not  be  in  a 
position  to  make  any  further  addition 
to  the  collection  until  after  March  next, 
when  they  would  come  into  the  receipt 
of  the  usual  Tote  of  £750.  A  new  cata- 
logue, he  was  informed,  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers,  and  would  be 
available  almost  immediately.  There 
would  be  also  a  supplementary  pam- 
phlet, which  was  in  course  of  preparation, 
and  that  would  be  obtainable  by  the 
public  for  Gd.  A  brief  list,  for  the 
price  of  2tf.,  wonld  likewise  be  issued 
by  the  Trustees  of  all  tibe  more  recent 
intereetiae  aoqoiaitioiu  which  had  been 
made  by  them. 

LosD  FOBBES  again  inquired  whe- 
ther the  valuable  Vandyke  could  not  be 
eeonred  for  the  collection  ? 

[No  reply.] 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 
OBSUTATUmS. 

LoKD  LAlflNOTON,  in  calling  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment 
to  the  condition  of  the  Suez  Oanal,  said, 
he  had  received  terrible  accounts  of  the 
foul  condition  of  that  Canal ;  and  when 
they  reflected  thai  79  per  cent  of  the 
vessels  passing  through  it  were  British, 
their  Lordships  would  see  that  the  ques- 
tion was  one  of  importance.  The  noble 
Earl  (Earl  Granville)  stated,  in  answer 
to  a  Question  recently  put  to  him,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Company  to  see 
to  the  condition  of  the  Canal ;  but  who 
oontroUed  the  Company  in  case  they 
neglected  th^  duty  f  The  presence  of 
the  cholera  in  France  made  this  matter 
■U  tile  more  serioiu.  This  was  the 
foulest  eeespool  that  ever  existed;  tiiere 
was  no  ourrent  timmgh  it  at  all,  and 
unless  some  steps  wmre  taken  by  Her 
Iftgesty's  Goremment,  who  in  all  these 
matters  were  virtually  supreme,  no 
remedy  would  be  found  against  so  dan- 
gerotta  a  state  of  things. 

Eahl  GEANVILLE  :  I  am  afraid  I 
have  not  much  to  add  to  what  I  stated 
the  other  day.  The  noble  Lord  informs 
Qs  that  he  has  received  the  information 
lie  has  stated  to  the  House ;  but  Her 

Lord  ThmUt9 


Majesty's  Gorenmmit  have  reorived  no 
oompleUnt^  the  Sues  Canal  Company 
have  received  no  complaints,  and  the 
Commanders  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
passing  through  the  Canal  have  made 
no  complaints.  At  the  same  time,  I 
think  it  extremely  likely  that  l^at  nar- 
row piece  of  water  may  not  be  &ee  from 
some  of  the  charges  the  noble  Lord  has 
brought  against  it.  But  the  waterways 
in  this  country  are  not  altogether  free 
from  these  charges.  The  noble  Lord 
has  described  the  condition  of  things  in 
Egypt,  and  I  need  not  go  into  that.  I 
would  remind  him  that  there  is  no  doubt 
whatever  of  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  Parliament  as  to  the  water- 
ways in  this  country,  and  yet  I  believe 
the  state  of  the  Biver  Thames  is  not  so 
perfect  as  we  could  derire.  What  I  stated 
the  other  day  was,  that  the  Canal  Com- 
pany is  responsible  for  the  waterway; 
and  I  may  add  Uiat  the  E^yptiaa  Govern- 
ment is  respoostble  for  the  towns  on  the 
shores  of  the  Canal.  The  noble  Lord 
knows  that  it  is  8  very  thinly-popnlated 
oountiy,  and  that  the  only  town  thra^ 
except  Fort  Said  and  Suez,  is  the  small 
town  of  Ismailia,  situated  in  the  recess 
of  a  very  considerable  lake,  and  that 
the  real  difficulty  we  have  to  deal  witii 
arises  from  the  small  dimensions  of  the 
Canal.  The  noble  Lord  is  aware  that  a 
Technical  Commission  is  employed  in 
considering  a  plan  for  the  dozening  or 
very  much  enlaiging  tJie  Oanal,  and  I 
hope  the  result  of  their  labours  will  be 
known  at  the  end  of  the  year  or  the  be- 
ginning of  &e  next  year. 

Bmm  adjourned  at  Eive  o'olook, 
to  Thonday  nert,  m  wuutst 
part  Tan  o^dook 


HOUSE  OF  OOMKONS, 
TMay,  2m  Jufy,  1884. 


MINtrrES.]— Sblict  Comkittsb  —  Sepcri — 
Oluintable  Tnuta  Acts  [No.  aot]. 

SuFPLT — coHiidtrtd  in  Oommitttt — CmL  8i>> 
Tica  EsTnuTBB— Cubs  III.— Law  and  Jm* 

TICS. 

Sttohitimt  [July  28]  reported, 
pRiVATB  Bill  {by  Order)~Seeond  Rettding— 

Briitol  Oorpormtioa  (Docks  Paroluue}. 
PcBLio  BtuA—Seamd  ii«atfift^— Poblio  Health 

(IrelandJ  (DistrioUJ  (.311]. 
Ommi'^fw— Burg^F<uiceana  Health  (Scotland) 

(rv.MMM.)  [W6J  —  jLt. ;  Bewoa,  ka.  • 
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[800] — a.p. ;  Stnmme  Court  of  Jadictura 
Amendment  [807]— K.r. 
Ctmmittu  —  R^rt  —  Hetnwilitui  ksjlmat 
Board  CBorrowiDSf  Powers)  •  [SIO];  Superan- 
nnaUon  *  [146J ;  spiting  Lawi  Contmaanoo  * 
[306]. 

OBmtnitu^Seport—Third  fiMMfAy^Obwtered 

Companiefl  [304],  aod  patud. 
OHuti<»Wa#«wm(fe<i— Infanta  [308]. 
Comiitrad  om  am*ndsi—  Third  Raaiing — Prose* 

cotion  of  Offences  *  [287],  and  patted, 
mrd  Etading—VUHiuY  Pensions  and  Teo- 

manrr  Pay  •  TSOS],  and  patted. 
WitJtdrawn  —  Magistratei  (Ireland)  Salaries* 

[293] :  SbaiuuHt  Nangation  *  [SOI]. 


PRIVATE  BJTBXNSaa. 


WUSTOL  COilPORATION  (DOCKS  PUR- 
CHASE) BILL  lLordt'\  (iy  Order). 
SEOOND  BBADtNQ. 

Order  for  Second  Iteading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaeation  proposed, 
''That  t2ift  Bill  be  now  read  a  seoond 
time." 

ICR.  WASTON,  in  moving  to  leare 
out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end 
of  the  Qaesfion,  in  order  to  add  the 
words — 

"  This  Honse  deolui«0  to  sanetion  a  Bill  which 
inTolTea  the  printiple  of  trading  by  a  Corpora- 
tion, which  provides  for  the  sale  of  Doofcs  to  the 
OoiTOMMtion  of  Bristol  at  an  ezoesnve  price, 
whuh  is  oraoBed  to  the  interests  of  the  rate- 

Ejrers  of  that  city,  which  is  obnoxioni  to  a 
^e  nnmber,  if  not  the  minority,  of  those 
ntopayera,  and  on  which  those  rat^uyers  have 
not  OM  a  fair  oppartonity  of  ncpreanng  thdr 
Tiawa,*' 

Mid,  ke  fdt  it  Ids  duty,  in  consequence 
of  representations  made  to  iiim  on  be- 
half of  a  very  large  number  of  owners 
of  property  and  ratepayers  in  Bristol — a 
▼eiy  large  nnmber  indeed — ^to  try  and 
get  tin  pusage  o€  this  Bill  delayed,  in 
order  that  the  interests  of  some  thou- 
BBods  of jMTsani  ndghC  be  fairiy  consi- 
dered. The  persona  he  represented  had 
not  yet  had  an  opportnnity  of  hiiTing 
fteir  oaae  oonsiderad.  Their  ^^t  imd 
repreeentatire  was  Mr.  Henry  Brown, 
ol  Bristol,  who  was  the  owner  of  some 
SO  hoosee  in  that  oity,  and  ground  land- 
lord of  24  more;  and  Mr.  Brown  was 
prepared  to  show,  from  his  own  case, 
bow  the  rates  would  be  increased  by  the 
Kll.  It  was  radier  a  difficult  and  com- 
plicated matter  to  deal  with.  If  it  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  >HonBe  to  pre- 
sent Fetitione  before  proceeding  with 


Private  BUI  Business,  he  should  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  presenting  the 
very  largely  signed  Petition  he  held  in 
his  hand,  bearing  the  names  of  more  than 
15,000  owners  of  property  and  ratepayers 
in  Bristol;  but  by  the  Bules  of  the  House 
he  could  onW  refer  to  it  in  this  indirect 
manner.  He  believed  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  him  to  present  the  Petition 
then  ;  but  if  it  had  been  the  practice  to 
present  Petitions  before  the  time  of  Pri- 
vate Business,  he  ahoald  have  been  able 
to  lay  this  npon  the  Table,  and  have  it 
read  by  the  Olerb.  The  Petitioners  were 
apprehensive  that  their  Interests  wonld 
be  reiy  much  itunred  by  the  provisions 
of  the  present  Bill.  The  nnmber  of 
signatures  wonld  have  been  rery  largely 
increased,  as  a  ^eat  number  of  rate- 
payers were  anxious  to  si^  the  Peti- 
tion ;  but,  owing  to  the  accident  of  Mr. 
Brown  now  living  at  Eastbourne,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  signatures  had 
been  sent  ther^  and  were  not  included 
in  the  Petition.  Whatever  the  number 
1^  signatures  to  the  Petition  was,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  Petition 
itself  followed  a  much  lai^er  one  signed 
by  6,000  or  6,000  of  the  ratepayers  of 
Bristol,  which  had  been  lodged  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office  on  the  19th  of  the 
present  month.  His  objections  to  the 
Bill  were  of  a  two-fold  character.  He 
objected  to  it  first  on  general  principles, 
upon  which  point,  however,  he  would 
not  say  much,  as  it  was  not  neoeasary  te 
do  more  than  simply  indicate  his  belief 
that  it  was  a  very  unsound  principle  for 
a  Oorporation  to  buy  up  a  number  ctf 
Docks  and  become  a  private  trading 
C(MnpaQy.  Such  action  on  their  part 
must  necessarily  amount  to  undue  in- 
terference with  private  enterprise,  and 
oertainly  was  not  an  eoonomical  way  of 
currying  on  a  trade.  He  found  that  in 
London  all  the  great  Dock  undertakings 
were  in  the  hands  of  jnivate  individuals, 
and  even  in  that  wondwftal  Bill  for  the 
government  of  London,  intxoduoed  by 
the  Home  Secretary,  only  to  be  with- 
drawn, there  was  no  propomtion  to  give 
power  to  the  Corporation  of  London  to 
tsJce  over  the  Dock  undertakings  of  the 
Metropolis.  Again,  at  Liverpool  the 
same  principle  obtained,  and  ^e  large 
Dock  interests  were  kept  quite  clear  and 
distinct  from  the  business  and  functions 
of  the  Corporation.  He  knew  that, 
owing  to  a  serious  accident,  there  had 
been  no  opp(ntanit7  yet  f  ox:,  the  then- 
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sande  of  ratepajers  of  Bristol  viha  were 
opposed  to  ue  Bill  to  be  heard  before 
in  Committee.  There  waB  an  attempt 
made  by  Mr.  Brown  to  obtain  a  hearing 
before  the  Honse  of  Lords;  but  that 
bearing  failed,  because  it  was  held  that 
he  had  no  loeu*  ttandi,  and  that  he  was 
really  represented  bj  the  Corporation, 
wbo  were  the  promoters  of  the  Bill. 
Now,  it  was  quite  evident,  A-um  what 
had  recently  taken  place  in  that  House, 
that  it  was  the  tendency  of  the  feeling 
and  wish  of  the  House  to  give  a  fuller 
opportuni^  to  all  clansee  of  persons  who 
beliered  they  were  injured  by  a  Private 
Bill  to  hare  a  loeua  ttandi  before  Oom- 
niittees.  Only  a  week  or  two  ago,  the 
House  carried,  by  a  small  majority,  but 
still  by  a  majority,  a  Kesolution  afiB.rmtDg 
the  principle  that  sucb  Bodies  as  a 
Chamber  of  Commerce  or  a  Chamber  of 
Agrioulture  should  be  entitled  to  be 
heard  before  Railway  Bill  Committees 
in  reference  to  a  projected  railway. 
Now,  whatever  value  a  Chamber  of 
Commerce  or  a  Chamber  of  Agriculture 
possessed,  it  conld  not  be  said  to  be  of 
the  same  importance  or  to  have  the  same 
interests  as  thousands  of  ratepayers  in  a 
large  city  like  Bristol.  Without  weary- 
ing the  House  with  details  which  might 
be  somewhat  difficult  to  follow,  he  would 
aimply  say  tiiat  the  present  Bill  was 
introduced  for  the  puipose  of  sanotiomng 
the  purchase  of  no  leas  than  four  dif- 
ferent Dock  properties — namely,  the 
Avonmouth  Company,  &e  Avonmouth 
Warehouse  Company,  the  Portishead 
Company,  and  the  Portishead  Ware- 
house Company.  The  confusion  was 
made  worse  confounded  by  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  Bill  for  payment  by 
instalments.  Nothing  appeared  to  be 
made  quite  clear  until  they  came  to  the 
amounts  that  had  to  be  paid.  What 
was  it  that  had  to  be  paid?  If  they 
turned  to  the  ninth  and  tenth  pages 
of  the  Bill,  they  would  find  particulars 
of  the  enormous  sum  that  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  unfortimate  ratepayers  of 
Bristol  in  order  to  carry  out  the  designs 
of  the  Corporation.  Adding  np  the 
amounts  to  be  paid  to  the  different  Com- 
anies  by  separate  instalments,  it  would 
e  found  that  they  came  to  the  total  of 
£800,000.  He  altogether  objected  to 
these  terms,  quite  apart  from  the  gene- 
ral mindple  to  which  he  had  referred, 
tm  the  ground  that  the  loice  was  exoes- 
nve,  beoaoae  these  DocJu  were  an  utter 

iff.  Wvrivn 


failure.  Hitherto  they  had  not  been 
carried  on  at  a  profit ;  and,  so  far  as  the 
Corporation  of  Bristol  was  concerned,  he 
contended  that  the  ratepayers  would  be 
required  to  complete  a  purchase  which 
would  involve  a  considerable  amount  of 
loss.  More  than  that,  the  people  who 
advocated  the  buying  of  these  Doeks 
were  also  the  sellers  of  the  property, 
being  holders  of  shares,  and  the  consent 
of  the  Town  Council  to  the  purchase  had 
been  accorded  in  a  manner  that  was 
highly  improper.  It  was  quite  true  that 
the  statutory  meeting  was  held ;  but  the 
Mayor  at  that  meeting  induced  the  Town 
Council  to  leave  the  matter  in  his  hands. 
He  said,  in  effect — **  Leave  it  all  to  me. 
There  are  certain  difficult  matters  con- 
nected  with  the  business  which  you  will 
never  understand ;  I  can  manage  the 
whole  matter  myself."  When  the  Mayor 
condescended  to  give  an  explanation  to 
a  few  private  friends,  they  ingenuously 
confessed  that  they  were  no  wiser  than 
they  were  before.  The  Mayor  himself 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  transfer, 
and  probably  that  was  the  reason  why 
all  his  proceedings  had  been  shrouded 
in  mystery.  He  (Mr.  Warton)  saw  both 
of  the  hon.  Members  for  Bristol  present, 
and  he  thought  they  would  not  deny 
that  thoy  were  also  interested,  the  one 
to  a  large  extent,  and  the  other  to  a 
lesser  degree.  In  fact,  many  of  the 
would-be  purchasers  were  vendors  at 
the  same  time;  and,  therefore,  there 
was  no  wonder  that  the  matter  was 
pressed  before  the  House  as  the  transfw 
of  the  Docks  to  the  Corporation  was  the 
only  way  of  saving  uie  undertaking 
from  fincmclal  ruin.  According  to  the 
moat  common  rules  of  equity,  no  man 
ought  to  be  the  buyer  and  the  seller  at 
the  same  time.  Hegardless  of  the  inte- 
rests of  the  ratepayers,  the  Mayor  in- 
duced the  Council  to  believe  that  he 
alone  understood  this  complicated  mat- 
ter, and  the  Council  acquiesced,  although 
it  was  true  they  were  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  annual  cost  to  which  the 
ratepayers  would  be  subjected  would 
only  be  £900  a-year.  But  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting,  last  Tuesday,  the  Mayor 
admitted  to  the  Council  that  there  had 
been  a  miscalculation  in  estimating  the 
expense,  and  that  it  would  be  £8,000 
a-year.  A  meeting  was  h^d  in  May 
last  of  the  inhabitants ;  but  the  agents 
and  servants  of  the  Mayor  wvre  aue  to 
overpower  them  by  the  ftduSMion  ot 
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ATonmonth  ron^lia,  who  played  their 
part  somewhat  in  the  same  way  as  the 
hired  men  iii  the  Hyde  Park  Demou- 
Btration  last  week.  Thus  the  free  riews 
of  the  ratepayers  was  not  heard.  In 
order  to  show  what  might  be  expected 
if  that  free  view  could  be  heard,  he 
might  mention  that  in  reference  to  the 
intention  of  the  Corporation  to  carry 
out  another  scheme,  naving,  however, 
no  comieotion  with  the  present  Bill — and 
lie  merely  gave  it  as  an  illustration  to 
•how  that  the  Corporation  had  not  the 
oonfidence  of  the  ratepayers — the  pro- 
Doeal  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporaticm  was 
defeated  on  a  poll  by  15,000  to  6,000. 
This  afforded  ample  proof  that  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  did  not  possess 
tha  confidence  of  the  great  m^ority  of 
the  ratepayers  of  Bristu.  All  lie  claimed 
now  was  that  there  should  be  afforded 
ample  opportunity  for  inquiry.  In  his 
opinion,  it  was  eminently  a  case  for  in- 
quiry. They  were  now  getting  near  the 
end  of  the  Session ;  time  was  precious, 
and  the  Bill  was  being  pushed  forward 
in  a  way  which  prevented  it  from  re- 
ceiving lull  consideration.  It  certainly 
seemed  rather  hard  that  the  ratepayers 
of  Bristol  should  be  required  to  come 
forward  and  find  oat  all  that  was  being 
done  within  the  week.  He  was  satisfied 
t^t  if  ^e  House  would  allow  a  full 
inqniiy,  and  would  give  the  ratepayers 
an  opportunity,  in  some  way,  of  ac- 
quiring a  loeua  ttandi  before  the  Com- 
mittee, in  order  to  ventilate  the  matter 
free  irom  the  hands  of  ih»  Avonmouth 
xooghs,  the  House  would  not  consent  in 
tiie  end  to  pass  the  Bill.  A  Petition, 
largely  signed,  had  already  been  pre- 
sented ;  and  he  was  assnred  that  a  very 
considerable  number  of  ratepayers,  who 
had  not  yet  signed  the  Petition,  were 
ready  to  do  so.  The  manner  in  which 
the  negotiations  had  been  conducted  by 
the  Mayor  certainly  justified  the  suspi- 
cion that  things  were  not  altogether  as 
they  ought  to  he,  and  that,  at  aU  events, 
a  considerable  body  of  ratepayers  who 
would  be  burdened  with  increased  taxa- 
'  tion  ought  to  have  their  oaee  heard. 
In  regard  to  the  price  to  be  paid,  he  had 
already  stated  that  these  Docks  were  not 
worth  buying  at  all ;  but  if  the  House 
would  analyze  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
they  would  find  that  no  less  a  sum  than 
£800,000  was  to  be  paid  for  them.  He 
oontwded  that  such  a  price  was  ezoes- 
•ive.  For  the  P^^rtiihead  Dock  £230,000 


was  to  be  given,  added  to  which  was 
£100,000  recited  in  the  Bill  as  having 
been  already  advanced  in  some  myste- 
rious way  by  the  Corporation,  making 
£350,000  altogether,  when,  so  far  as  the 
Portiehead  Company  was  concerned, their 
undertaking  might  have  been  purchased 
for  £300,000.  It  was  evident,  there- 
fore, that  £50,000  were  entirely  thrown 
away  by  the  Corporation  of  Bristol,  and 
that  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers,  which 
they  ought  to  have  protected,  had  been 
altogether  neglected.  He  strongly  de- 
precated the  manner  in  which  the  nego- 
tiations had  been  conducted.  It  was  ex- 
ceedingly improper  for  the  Mayor  to 
manage  everything  by  himself;  no  at- 
tempt was  made  to  obtain  tibie  views  of 
the  Town  Council  before  the  business 
was  completed.  Under  such  oiroum- 
stanoes,  it  was  most  objectionable  to 
hurry  the  Bill  through  the  House,  and 
it  was  in  the  interest  of  thousands  of  the 
ratepayers,  who  were  anxious  to  obtain 
a  loous  ttandi  in  opposition  to  the  Bill 
before  the  Committee,  that  he  submitted 
this  Resolution. 

CoLONKL  KlNa-HABMAN  seconded 
the  Besolution. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  irom  th«  vord  "  That "  to  the 
end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the  wotdfl 
"  this  HOQM  declines 'to  sanction  a  Bill  whiob. 
involra  the  prinotple  of  trading  a  Ooipo- 
ratioa,  which  provides  for  the  aaio  «  Docks  to 
the  Corporation  of  Bristol  at  an  exaaaave  price, 
which  IS  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  rato- 
payers  of  that  city,  vhioh  ia  obnoxious  to  a 
Urg9  namber  if  not  the  majority  of  those  zate- 

Cyen,  and  tm.  which  those  ntepayam  have  not 
d  a  fair  opportunity  of  ezpressiiig  thdr 
views," — (Jfr.  WarioH,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  ont  aland  part  of  1^ 

Qaestion." 

Mb.  SAMUEL  MOELET  said,  he  had 
utterly  failed  in  his  attempt  to  discover 
the  ground  upon  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  War- 
ton)  was  opposed  to  this  Bill.  He  was 
there  to  express  his  opinion  that  a  more 
straightforward  transaction  had  never 
been  submitted  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  represented  a  city  which  ho 
ventured  to  say,  without  any  boast,  con- 
tained about  the  usual  average  of  men 
engaged  in  trade  and  commerce  to  be 
found  in  any  large  towa ;  and  as  to  the 
refleotaoi^  oast  npon  the  Mayor,  in  r^- 
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ference  to  his  conduct  in  this  transac- 
tion, it  was  utterly  nndeserred.  The 
Mayor  ooonpied  that  distinguished  posi- 
tion for  thetonrth  time,  having  been  re- 
elected without  opposition,  with  a  view 
to  carrying  out  the  very  scheme  with 
respect  to  which  the  sanction  of  the 
House  was  now  asked.  In  1848,  under 
the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  Oorporation  purchased  the  City 
Docks ;  and  since  that  period  there  had 
been  established  two  large  Docks,  and 
there  bad  been  carried  on  for  some  years 
'  a  very  foolish  and  a  very  ruinous  com- 

Eetition,  by  which  the  trade  of  Bristol 
ad  been  seriously  affected.  Owing  to 
the  bitterness  of  the  controversies  which 
it  caused  in  reference  to  these  Docks,  it 
was  thought  most  advantageous  that 
the  Docks  should  be  secured  under  one 
management.  The  usual  course  was 
followed  of  calling  a  public  meeting  of 
the  ratepayers.  He  might  say  that  the 
Council  of  the  Corporation,  numbering 
64,  had,  with  perfect  unanimity,  without 
a  division,  sanctioned,  on  two  or  three 
occasions,  the  motions  which  had  been 
laid  before  them  for  the  carrying  out  of 
this  scheme.  A  meeting  of  owners  and 
ratepay^had  also  been  called,  at  vhich 
the  terms  of  the  purchase  were  made 
known,  the  matter  discussed,  and  the 
Bill  pained  in  the  ordinary  way.  Any 
owner  or  ratepayer  could  at  the  meeting 
have  demanded  a  poll,  and  a  poll  was, 
m  fact,  demanded  b^  one  ratepaj^r,  who 
was  really  the  Petitioner  on  this  ocoa- 
-non,  and  who  was  oonnected,  as  he  un- 
derstood, with  the  Liberty  of  Property 
■  Defence  League.  [Mr.  Wabton  :  No.] 
He  had  had  a  paper  placed  in  his  hands 
yesterday  whi(m  was  headed  '*  The  Li- 
berty of  Property  Defence  League,"  and 
it  had  reference  to  a  Petition  to  which, 
no  doubt,  a  number  of  names  had  been 
attached.  The  Corporation  had  learnt 
that  the  signatures  had  been  obtained 
to  this  Petition  by  canvassers  who  got 
BO  much  a  hundred  for  the  names  at- 
taoheid.  It  was  said  that  the  negotia- 
tions which  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
Mayor  were  in  secret  It  was  perfectly 
known  that  the  individuals  engaged 
in  oatiying  on  original  negotiations  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  must  have  confidence 
reposed  in  them;  and  he  ventured  to 
•ay  there  was  no  man  in  the  City  of 
Bristcd  in  whom  confidence  had  becm 
more  lavgely  extended  than  in  ^e  gen- 
tleman who  ooottpied  &e  cUstingui^ed 


|K>sition  of  Mayor  of  Bristol.  Hie  meet- 
ing at  Bristol  was  almost  unanimous 
upon  the  question ;  and  the  only  Petition 
which  had  been  lodged  against  the  Bill 
was  one  bearing  a  few  hmidred  names, 
many  of  whidi  were  alleged  to  be  fictitious, 
in  a  ci^  of  more  than  200,000  inhabi- 
tants. Hejsincerely  trusted  that  the  House 
would  give  the  Bill  a  second  reading. 

Question  put,  and  agr«td  to. 

Main  Question  put. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  andeommitttd. 

EABL  OF  DE70K*8  ESTATES  BILL. 

BEsoLtmoir. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Devon's 
Estates  BOl  [Urit],  Standing  Order  235  be 
Btupended,  and  that  Q»  Bill  M  road  s  sseond 
time."— («>p  Charkt  Fartltr.) 

Mb.  PULESTON  said,  he  rose  to  a 
point  of  Order ;  but  he  did  not  know 
whether,  if  opposition  were  raieed  to  a 
Bill,  it  would  DO  right  to  diacuas  the 
question  then  P  

Mb.  SFRAKEB  :  If  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman objects  to  the  proposal,  the  Bill 
must  stand  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mb.  PULESTON  said,  he  had  no  oh- 
jection  to  discuss  the  Bill  now. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  OHTIRCHILL 
said,  that  as  the  Motion  had  been  made, 
and  the  hon.  Member  was  deeirous  of 
discussing  it,  it  must,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  stand  over. 

Mb.  speaker  :  That  is  what  I  in- 
tended to  convey  to  the  hon.  Mssnber. 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  speaker  said,  the  Standing 
Order  directed  that  when  Notice  of  op- 
position was  given  a  Private  Bill  must 
stand  over  until  the  following  day. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
asked  if  it  was  understood  that  the  Bill 
would  not  come  on  to-morrow  ? 

CoLoifEL  GERARD  SMITH  said,  that 
in  the  case  of  the  Hull  and  Bamsley 
Bill,  where  a  similar  Notice  was  given, 
it  was  put  down  for  the  next  day. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  OHUEOHILL 
said,  he  apprehended  that  it  would  be 
competent  to  move  that  the  Order  stand 
over  until  Thursday. 

Mb.  SP£IAKEB:  l%e  time  fbr  mak- 
ing that  Motion  will  be  to-morrow,  until 
whieh  d^y,  under  the  Standing  Order, 
the  Bill  must  now  stand  otsv. 
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OrArti,  T)i»t,  in  th«  CM*  of  the  Ewl  of 
I>eTon*s  Eitates  Bill  [£onI>],  Steading  Oidor 
235  be  smpeoded,  and  that  tha  Bill  be  read  a 
Booond  time  To-mwTOV. 

ORBAT    WE8TERK    RAILWAY  AND 
BRISTOL  AND  FOBTISHEAD  PIER 
Aia>  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

[£orA.] 

KEsoLunoir. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeed, 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Groat  Western  Bail- 
■way  and  Bristol  and  Fortiahead  Pier  and  Rail- 
'way  Companiee  Bill  [Lortb],  Standing  Orders 
Sll,  236,  and  237  be  saspended,  and  that  the 
Cemmitt«e  on  the  Bill  haTS  leave  to  sit  and 

frocced  npon  Thursday  nezL" — {Sir  Charlu 
Wtttr.) 

Me.  WAETON  eaid,  he  thought  that 
a  longer  time  ought  to  be  given  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill.  It  was  all 
very  well  for  the  hou.  Member  for  Bris- 
tol (Mr.  8.  Morlej)  to  say  that  it  was 
satisfaotoiy  to  the  Body  which  he  repre- 
sented. The  hon.  Member,  in  regard 
to  a  previous  Bill,  made  a  comparison 
betveen  the  population  of  Bristol,  which 
was  over  220,000,  and  the  5,000  or  7,000 
ratepayers  who  petitioned  against  it. 
The  oomparison,  however,  was  scarcely 
fair,  because  the  inhabitants  of  the  cit^ 
indaded  women  and  children ;  and  it 
Tas  a  well  known  fact  that  when  a  poll 
vas  taken  upon  a  recent  ocoauon  15,000 
ratepayers  were  on  one  side,  and  6,000 
on  the  other.  It  was,  therefore,  only 
fair  to  assume  that  the  persons  who  oc- 
cupied the  position  of  ratepayers  in  the 
Oity  of  Bristol  did  not  exceed  21,000  or 
22,000,  and  out  of  that  number  6,000 
to  7,000  had  already  shown  that  they 
were  in  opposition  to  the  Bill.  There- 
fore, to  say  tiiat  the  question  they  were 
dealing  with  affected  220,000  persons, 
and  that  the  number  who  wished  to  be 
heard  in  opposition  was  consequently 
rexy  insignincant,  was  hardly  a  fair 
comparison;  and,  in  .order  to  afford  fur- 
ther  time  for  the  consideration  uf  the 
matter,  he  would  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Bill  be  not  proceeded 
wiA  until  Monday  next.  He  strongly 
objected  to  the  wholesale  enspension  of 
StaoidiBg  Orders  in  order  that  a  Bill 
akould  be  mooeeded  with  which  pro- 
posed to  effeet  a  porohase  oontraij  to 
the  intraeste  of  the  ratepayers. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
tiie  word  *'  TfanrMay,"  in  order  to  insert 
tiie  word  "Monday,"— (Jfr.  jr«r*«i,)— 
fnitead  thorwrf. 


Question  pR^oeed,  "That  the  word 
*  Thursday '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mb.  SAMUEL  MORLEY  wished  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  House.  It  would 
be  fatal  to  the  measure  if  this  postpone- 
ment were  to  take  place  ;  and  he  must, 
therefore,  resist  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Colonel  GERARD  SMITH  thought 
that  the  rule  which  had  been  followed  in 
the  Hull  and  Bamsley  case  ought  to  be 
followed  in  this  instance.  This  was  a 
case  of  emergency;  and,  as  the  Bill 
was  opposed,  me  further  hearing  ought 
to  be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Question  puti  and  agr$9i  U. 

Main  Question  put. 

Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Great  Wet- 
tern  Railway  and  Bristol  and  Portisbead  Pier 
and  Railway  Companies  Bill  \_Lord»\,  Standing 
Orders  311, 336,  and  2S7  he  sospandeo,  and  that 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  ^  and 
proceed  upon  niiindsy  asA. 

QtTS8TI0N8. 


THE  CONGO  BIVER-THE  INTERNA- 
TIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Mb.  JACOB  BRIGHT  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  What  progress  bas  been  mMC 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  International 
Commission  for  tiie  Lower  Congo ;  and, 
whether,  with  regard  to  the  tipper 
Congo,  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
prepared  to  recognize  the  International 
Association  under  the  presidency  of  the 
£ing  of  the  Belgians  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIOE: 
Some  further  communications  of  a  con- 
fidential character  have  passed  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  Interaational  Commia* 
sion.  Her  Majesty's  Government  bare 
not  decided  to  take  any  step  to  reoopiiM 
the  International  Association. 

Sia  HERBERT  MAXWELL:  Would 
the  noble  Lord  inform  the  House  whe- 
ther it  is  true,  as  has  been  stated,  tfiBt 
the  tight  of  pre-emption  ctf  the  territoiy 
under  the  control  of  the  Association  was 
offered  to  Her  Majes^'s  0oTentment  in 
preference  to  France  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMATJRIOE : 
I  think  any  Question  in  regard  to  the 
pre-emption  in  regard  to  France  had 
better  be  put  on  the  Paper.  If  the  hon. 
Baronet  puts  it  down  for  Tbnrsday,  I 
diall  endeATour  to  answerj^  t 
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AFRICA  (SOUTH.WEST  COAST>-ANGIlA 
PEQUENA. 

Sib  HENBY  HOLLAND  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, Whether  he  can  now  state  the  re- 
sult of  the  communications  with  the 
German  Government  as  to  territorial 
rights  and  jurisdiction  at  Angra  Pe- 
quMia ;  wheuier  it  is  intended  to  alloT 
the  annexation  of  that  to  the  Cape 
Colony;  and,  whether,  as  Papers  have 
been  presented  in  the  Cape  Colony 
brining  up  the  Correspondence  to  29th 
May  1884,  Papers,  including  the  Cor- 
respondence with  the  German  Govern- 
ment, cannot  at  once  be  presented  to 
the  House  ?   

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  After  care- 
ful consideration  of  all  the  communica- 
tions which  have  passed,  and  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  haveoome  to  the  conclusion 
that,  in  view  of  the  definitions  which 
have  been  publicly  given  by  them  of  the 
limits  of  the  Cape  Colony,  they  cannot 
cont^  the  claim  of  the  German  Govera* 
ment  to  afford  jvoteolion  to  German 
Bubjeets  who  have  established  them- 
selves at  Angra  Pequena  under  conces- 
sions from  Native  Chiefs,  though  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  as  to  Wallfieh 
Bay  and  the  islands  adjacent  to  Angra 
Pequena  being  British.  It  is  agreed, 
therefore,  that  the  German  Gk)vemment 
shall  protect  German  subjects  who  have 
acquired  concessions  or  established  them- 
selvfs  as  traders  at  Angra  Pequena ; 
and  the  German  Government  have  been 
invited  to  concur  in  appointing  a  Joint 
Commission  to  deal  with  claims  of  Bri- 
tish subjects  who  have  previously  ac- 
qmred  concessions.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  coast  between  the  Orange  Kiver  and 
the  Southern  Portuguese  boundary,  in- 
cluding the  British  settlement  at  iWall- 
fish  Bay,  shall  be  brought  under  the 
control  of  the  Cape  Government;  but 
this  control  will  not  be  exorcised  within 
the  territory  at  Angra  Pequena,  which 
will  be  under  German  protection.  Papers 
are  being  prepared,  and  will  shcnily  be 
ready;  but  it  is  advisable  that  they 
should  include  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Cape  Parliament  and  other  Correspond- 
ence now  on  its  way  to  this  country, 
which  will  only  be  received  in  a  few 
days. 

Sib  HENBY  HOLLAND :  Does  Ger- 
man protection  mean  formal  annexation 


and  the  hoieting  of  ihe  Ovmuui  fla|^  or 
merely  German  protection  of  G^ennan 
subjects  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  As  at  pre- 
8«kt  assented  to  by  the  German  Gorem- 
ment,  it  is  mer^y  German  protection. 

LANT)  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1881— 
CLAUSE  19— LOAKS  FOB  LABOURERS* 
COTTAGES. 

OoLoNBL  COI/THTTEST  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  small  number  (eighty- 
nine)  of  applications  for  loans  under 
Clause  19,  Land  Act,  1881,  for  the 
building  or  repairing  of  labourers' 
cottages,  whereas  the  number  of  orders 
made  by  the  Sub-OommiBsioners  up  to 
August  1883  are  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight;  and,  whether  he  will  cause  a 
Return  to  be  furnished  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  showing  the  number 
of  orders  received  by  each  Board  of 
Guardians  and  the  steps  taken  to  cany 
them  out  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  The  tenants  can 
build  labourers'  cottages  either  with 
their  own  money  or  with  money  bor- 
rowed from  the  Board  of  Works.  It^ 
therefore,  does  not  follow  that  the  Sub- 
Commissioners*  orders  have  been  obeyed 
only  in  those  cases  in  which  loans  have 
been  applied  for.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Sanitary  Authorities,  under  Section  It 
of  the  Labourers'  Act,  to  enforce  com- 
pliance with  these  orders.  .The  steps 
taken  by  each  Board  of  Guardians  to 
put  in  force  the  powers  vested  in  them 
by  that  section  can  only  be  accurately 
ascertained  by  calling  for  Returns  from 
each  Union  ;  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  objection  to  obtain  such 
Returns  if  they  are  ordered  by  the 
.  House. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (STTB-COM- 
MISSION  No.  8)— LAY  COMMIS- 
SIONERS AT  MONAGHAN. 

MB.HEALYa8ked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  laeutenant  of  Ireland,  Did  the 
lay  members  of  No.  8  Commission,  who 
lefl  their  lodgings  in  Monaghan  on  Satur- 
day the  6th  July  1884,  and  went  to 
sojourn  at  Lord  Rossmore's  hotel,  ma- 
naged by  the  estate  bailiffs,  while  cases 
on  the  estate  were  being  tried,  do  so 
without  making  application  elaewhare; 
did  they  oontittae  to  remain  there,  oon- 
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tfoxy  to  t)i»  adrice  of  their  chairman, 
Ur.  Foley,  np  to  Uie  8th  Julj,  he  re- 
mainmg  at  lodgings ;  did  the  Lay  Oom- 
miseioners  go  back  to  Lord  BoBsmore's 
hotel  on  the  I5th  July,  although  their 
chairman  returned  to  the  former  lodg- 
ings ;  did  the  latter  inform  them  there 
was  accommodation  for  all,  and,  in 
spite  of  his  request  that  they  should 
leare,  did  the  Lay  Commissioners  refuse 
to  do  so  ;  did  the  Commissioners  adjudi- 
cate on  a  large  number  of  cases  on  Colo- 
nel Lloyd's,  the  Westenra,  and  Lord 
Soasmore*8  estates,  after  they  went  to 
sojourn  in  Iiord  Bossmore's  hotel;  is 
the  Qovemment  aware  that  their  de- 
cisions are  most  unsatisfactory  to  the  ten- 
ants;  and,  are  any  of  these  gentlemen 
to  be  re-appointed  after  the  31st  of 
August  ? 

Mr.  TSEVELTAN  :  I  fear  I  have  no 
means  of  aBcertainiug  the  facts  as  to  all 
the  details  which  the  hon.  Member  asks 
for  in  the  earlier  paragraphs  of  this 
Question.  The  Chairman  of  the  Sub- 
Commission  reports  as  follows  with  re- 
gmd  to  them : — 

"  The  commanicatioiu  which  passed  between 
me  and  my  oolleafues  on  the  matter  of  their 
■ojoanung  at  Lord  Bossmora'e  hotel  were  purely 
of  a  pnTate  nature,  and  I  will  not  answer  any 
inqnmes  in  reference  to  them.  Mr.  Heoly 
Snquirea  whether,  during  the  sojourn  at  that 
hotel,  the  Sub-Commissionera  adiudioated  on  a 
largo  namber  of  cases  on  Colonel  Lloyd's, 
the  Westenra,  and  Lord  Rossmoro'fl  estates.  On 
referring  to  the  printed  list,  I  find  the  numbers 
are — on  Colonel  Lloyd's  estate!,  one ;  on  Lord 
Boeamora's  eight;  and  on  the  Weitenn,  about 
41.  Whether  the  decisiona  were  satiabiotory  or 
the  reverse  tiie  Commisfflonen  hare  not  heard.'* 

In  reply  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
boD.  Member's  Question,  I  may  say 
that  the  list  of  gentlemen  which  I  read 
to  the  House  a  few  days  ago  as  having 
been  selected  for  re-appointment  did 
not  include  the  names  of  any  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  constituted  No.  8  Sub-(>}m- 
Biisaion. 

CRIME    AND   OITTEAGE  (IRELAND)- 
OHANGEMENAND  R05IAN  CATHO- 
LICS-FIRING  INTO  A  TRAIN. 
Lord  AETHTJE  HILL  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
-of  Irdand,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
train,  conveying  members  of  the  Loyal 
Orange  Institution,  on  the  12th  instant, 
from  Newry  to  Ballyroney,  was  fired 
into  whilst  passing  through  a  Boman 
Oatholie  dietriotr  known  as  TuUyorien, 
jwar  Banbrid^e ;  and,  whether  any,  and, 


if  so,  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
police  with  a  view  to  discovering  the 
perpetrator  of  the  above  outrage  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  facts  are  that  several  shots 
were  fired  from  a  considerable  distance 
at  a  special  train  leaving  Banbridge  for 
Ballyroney  after  the  sham  fight  at 
Scarva,  on  the  evening  of  the  I4th  Jnly. 
One  bullet  entered  a  carriage;  bttt, 
fortunately,  no  one  was  in  the  compart- 
ment. A  number  of  Orangemen  were 
in  the  train.  The  locality  is  a  Bomaa 
Catholic  one.  The  police  have  made 
very  minute  inquiries ;  but  they  have  not 
succeeded  in  getting  any  infonnation 
which  would  enable  them  to  take  action. 
Shots  had  been  fired  by  Orangemen  from 
a  train  in  this  locality  on  the  12th,  and 
the  shots  on  the  14th  are  supposed  to 
have  been  fired  in  retaliation.  It  is 
right  to  add  that  it  is  not  known  that 
the  shots  fired  from  the  train  cm  the  12th 
contained  bullets. 

IRELAND  —  ORANGE  PROCESSIONS  — 
THE  12th  of  JULY  CELEBRATIONS 
—  ORANGE  ARCH,  GLENAEM,  CO. 
ANTRIM. 

LoED  ARTHUR  HILL  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  Tfu  Belfast  Nam  LHt«r  on  the  23rd 
instant — 

"The  Amh  at  Glniann.— Sir,  We,  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  the  two  houses  from 
whidi  the  Orange  arch  was  suspended  on  12th 
July  last,  are  very  much  surprised  at  the  reply 
ffiven  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Lord  Arthur 
Bill  in  the  Hoaae  of  Commons  last  night. 

"  We  beg  to  give  the  statements  therein  made 
the  fullest  and  most  emphatic  coQtradiotion. 
No  arch  was  ever  erected  there  against  our 
wUl,  nor  was  there  ever  any  disturbance  in 
Glenarm  in  connection  with  an  arch. 

"  We  are  prepared  to  make  afiSdavita  to  this 
effiKJt. 

"  In  to-day's  issue  of  Morning  Newt  we  see 
that  Mr.  Sexton  insinuated  that  the  arch  was 
attached  to  the  house  of  the  pariah  priest.  All 
we  can  say  in  reply  to  this  is  that  neither  of  tu 
is  a  parish  priest. 

"  (Signed)  John  Oobain, 

"WiLLUM  HuKTsa;" 

and,  whether  he  still  adheres  to  the 
statement  which  he  made  on  the  22nd 
instant,  or  whether  he  proposes  to 
modity  it  in  any  manner  ? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN  :  The  further  in- 
quiries made  in  this  matter  do  not  neces- 
sitate any  material  altwation  in  what  I 
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said  on  a  fonner  oeeasion.  Bofore  the 
original  Report  was  Bubmitted  to  me, 
the  Head  Constable  of  the  district  had 
made  personal  inquiries  at  the  honees  of 
both  John  Cobain  and  William  Hunter, 
and  had  learned  from  the  wife  of  the 
former  that  no  permission  had  been 
asked  to  erect  the  arch ;  and  from  the 
latter,  that,  when  asked,  he  had  refused 
permission  for  its  erection.  It  is  now 
alleged  that  it  was  his  wife  who  had 
refused  ihe  ^^miseion.  With  regard  to 
the  suggestion  that  the  bouse  of  the 
parish  priest  was  not  conoemed  in  the 
matter^  the  facta  are  that  the  arch  was 
attached  on  one  ^de  to  a  pipe  which 
runs  down  between  the  houses  of  1^ 
parish  priest  and  John  Oobain,  and  was 
■tretohed  aorosa  the  street  at  an  angle  in 
front  of  the  priest's  windows,  being 
fastened  on  the  opposite  side  to  a  pipe 
on  Hunter's  honse.  I  was  oorrectlj  in- 
formed that  a  disturbance  occurred  in 
connection  with  an  aroh  erected  in  this 
plaoe  on  a  former  occasion.  The  cir- 
cumstance took  plaoe  in  1878,  and  a 
repetition  of  it  on  this  oocaaion  was 
apprehended. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  whether  the 
arch  was  not  within  two  feet  of  the 
parish  priest's  window? 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN  said,  he  thought 
that  extrwnelT'  probable. 

POOR  LAW  (IBELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
aUABDIANS-INaniRT  AT  GOOTE- 

HILI,,  CO.  TT^NE. 
Hb.  TTRATiY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tarj  to  the  Lord  Ueutenant  of  Ireland, 
Is  it  the  fact  that,  at  the  Oootehill  in- 
quiry, it  transpired  that  Vaughan  Mont- 
gomery, Esq.  J.P.,  Orilly,  Aughnacluy, 
county  Tyrone,  lodged  a  claim  to  vote 
as  lessor  of  Patrick  McCabe,  Mountain 
Lodge,  on  a  valuation  of  £19  10«.,  and 
that,  by  the  sworn  evidence  of  Mr.  P. 
McOabe,  his  lease,  and  rent  receipts,  it 
was  proved  that  Mr.  Montgomery  had 
no  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  this 
holding;  and,  will  he  ask  this  magis- 
trate for  an  explanation  of  the  filing  of 

this  claim  ?  

Mb.  TBEVELYAN :  I  have  ak-eady 
more  than  onoe  answered  the  Question 
as  it  stands  on  the  Paper ;  bat  I  pre- 
sume that  what  Uie  hon.  Me;uber  desirea 
to  know  is  what  view  is  taken  of  Mr. 
Montgomery's  explanation.  The  Attor- 
ney (ieneru  advised  me  yesterday  that 
it  u  not  satislbotoiy,  and  that  he  wonld 


give  nch  direcHons  as  he  may  think 

riper  for  the  enforcement  of  ihe  law. 
have,  however,  this  day  received, 
through  the  hon.  Member  for  the  County 
of  TjTone,  a  f\irther  statement  from  Hr. 
Montgomery  on  the  subject,  which  I 
shall  forward  at  onoe  to  the  Attorney 
General.  Whether  or  not  it  will  modify 
his  view  of  the  case  I  cannot  at  present 
undertake  to  say. 

Mb.  HEALY:  In  addition  to  that, 
will  the  facte  be  laid  b^icne  the  Lord 

Chancellor  ?  

Mb.  TBEVELYAN :  I  think  the  best 
way  to  ascertain  the  fiaAts  is  to  try  th«tt 
in  a  Court  of  Law. 

WATS  AND  UEANS— INLAND  BEVENUS 
DEPABTMENT  —  LIGHT  SOVX- 
BEIGNS  AND  HALF-SOVEREIGNS. 

Sib  EABDLEY  WILMOT  aslced  tbe 
Secretary  to  tiie  Treasury,  If,  for  the 
oontrenience  of  the  public,  he  will  direct 
written  notices  to  be  affixed  in  various 
parts  of  the  Inland  Bevenue  Department 
at  Somerset  House,  informing  persons 
who  come  there  to  make  payments  in 

fold,  that  they  will  be  mulcted  for  any 
eficienoy  of  weight  in  the  Borereigtt  and 
half-sovereign  ? 
Me.  COURTNEY:  I  am  told  that  a 

Stinted  notice  to  the  effect  suggested  by 
le  hon.  Baronet  is  already  afiElzed  to 
every  de^  in  Somerset  House  at  which 
money  is  received. 

Sib  EAEDLEY  WILMOT :  Was  it 
done  yesterday  ? 

Mb.  COUBTNEY:  No;  they  have 
been  there  some  time. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— VACCINATION— 
THE  DEW8BURT  GUARDIANS. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board,  Whe- 
ther  the  stipulation  proposed  by  the 
Dewsbury  Guardians  on  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  public  vaccinator,  that  he 
should  "  guarantee  children  from  any 
injury  from  vaccination,  and  accept  the 
responsibility  of  any  injuries  that  might 
arise  from  bis  vaooination  of  any  per- 
son," will  be  sanctioned  by  Depart- 
ment? 

Mb.  aEOBGE  BUSSELL :  As  »■ 
^irds  the  function  of  a  public  tm- 
dnator,  he  is  bound  to  obey  rules  wluoh 
are  sufficient  to  prevent  any  but  a  very 
minute  risk  of  injuiy  to  any  vaooinated 
;  and  the  Local  iiovemment 
eonrider  that  audi  an  <MdiX 
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oofflit  not  to  be  called  on  lc»  moie  than 

a  one  observance  of  those  roles. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD:  I  understand, 
fliQn,  that  the  publio  Taocinator  cannot 
guarantee  children  from  any  injiu^,  and 
cannot  accept  responsibility  for  injuries. 

[No  re^dj.] 

htdusteial  schools  (ireland)- 
tipperabt  orand  jury,  south 

EIDING. 

CoLONKL  COLTHtJSST  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Lreland,  Whether  he  is  aware  tl\at 
the  Tipperary  Grand  Jury,  South  Biding, 
hare  persistently  denlined  to  contribute 
towaras  the  support  of  children  from 
that  eonnty  in  industrial  schools  ? 

Mb.  TBETELYAN  :  The  Inspector 
of  Befiirmatory  and  Lidustrial  Schools 
informs  me  that  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
South  £idin|f  of  Tipperary  hare  never, 
so  far  as  he  18  avue,  contributed  to  in- 
dustrial schools.  It  has  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Boyal  Oommission  that 
such  contributions  firom  local  rates  should 
be  made  compulsory ;  but  this  would,  of 
eoorse,  require  legislation. 

LITEBATURE,   80IEIN0B,   AND  ART— 
THE  BOTAL  AQAD£UT. 

Sm  BOBEBT  FEEL  asked  the  First 
Oommissioner  of  Works,  Whether  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  annual  Tslue  of  the  pre- 
mises occupied  by  the  Boyal  Academy, 
at  the  public  expense,  at  Burlington 
House,  may  be  estimated  at  £7,000 
a-year,  or  what  is  the  estimated  annual 
Talne  of  the  said  premises  ? 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVBE,  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  value  of  the  land  and 
buildings  handed  over  to  the  Bo}^  Aca- 
demy  in  1866  was  £84,000.  They  were 
transferred  for  a  term  of  999  years  at  a 
nominal  rent.  Since  then  the  Academy 
had  made  Urge  additicms  to  the  build- 
ings, bey  adding  a  storey  and  a  gallttiy,  at 
their  own  cost. 

ABMT— MILITARY  PBNSIONERS-COM- 
PBTmON  FOR  THE  CIVIL  SERVIOE. 

Mb.  GREEB  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
Military  pensioners  are  not  permitted  to 
compete  with  civilians  for  an  appoint- 
ment in  connection  with  the  War  Office 
Department ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
oonsider  the  advisabili^  of  altering  the 


Wozran^  so  as  to  enable  psoiu(ni6rfl  to 
compete  for  such  appointaients? 

The  UAAOiTEsa  or  HABTINGTON : 
Not  only  are  pensioners  not  excluded 
from  competition  for  offices  in  the  Oivil 
Service,  but  they  are  protected  from  ex- 
clusion under  the  limits  of  age  by  being 
allowed  to  deduct  from  their  actual  age 
at  the  time  of  competition  the  period 
they  have  passed  in  the  Military  Ser- 
vice. 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS— THE  RAJAH 
OF  TENOM— CREW  OF  THE  "  NISERO." 

Mb.  STOBEY  asked  the  Under  Seore- 
taiy  of  State  for  Foreign  AiEurs,  Whe- 
ther the  Dutch  Qovenunent  continues  to 
make  it  one  of  the  conditions  of  its  joint 
action,  that  the  Bajah  shall  giTe  in  his 
submission  to  HoUand  as  liis  lawful 
suzerain,  thereby  using  the  affiur  of  the 
Nit§ro  as  a  lever  for  seouxing  what  it  has 
vainly  sought  for  years  to  gain  by  force 
of  arms;  and,  whether  it  is  the  case 
that  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
embark  in  joint  Military  action  with  the 
Dutch,  in  face  of  the  view  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Singapore  that  only  a  com- 
promise between  the  Dutch  and  Acheen- 
ese  can  save  the  loss  of  the  crew  of  the 
Nisero,  and  without  obtaining  the  <mi- 
nion  of  our  oompetent  officers  on  uie 
spot  as  to  the  wisdom  and  suffioiency  of 
the  contemplated  action  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZUAUBIGE: 
The  Bajah  some  years  ago  signed  a 
formal  submission  to  the  Netherlands 
Authorities  ;  and,  as  may  be  seen  from 
Mr.  Maxwell's  Beport  (page  8,  Nether- 
lands, No.  1),  the  Netheruuids  Govera- 
ment  have  now  made  it  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  their  re-opening  the  ports  to 
trade,  and  thereby  putting  an  end  to  the 
state  of  things  which  hasbeen  1^  cause 
of  the  seizure  of  the  crew  of  the  Nmro, 
that  the  B^ah  should  cease  from  his 
rebellion.  The  blockade,  as  I  have  al- 
ready explained,  was  a  belligerent  mea- 
sure ado;^ted  by  the  Dutch  ;  and  unless 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  pre- 
pared either  to  have  had  recourse  to 
naval  action  so  as  to  put  an  end  to  it, 
and  thereby  enforce  their  own  views,  or 
to  have  violated  Dutch  territory  by  send- 
ing an  armed  expedition  mto  the  interior 
without  the  consent  of  the  Netherlands 
Government,  no  other  course  was  open 
to  them  but  that  now  adopted,  which  is 
the  most  likdly  to  sueoeed— namely,  to 
aot  in  concert  with  the  Netiierlondi  Qo- 
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vernment  on  terms  mntually  agreed 
upon.  The  projected  action  is  taken  on 
the  full  responsibility  of  the  Home  Au- 
thorities. The  projected  arraDgement 
is  in  the  character  of  a  compromise,  as 
the  Ihitch  undertake,  in  the  oTent  of  the 
Bxirrender  of  the  crew  and  tho  submis- 
sion  of  the  Kajah,  to  open  the  ports,  and 
keep  them  open,  and  also  to  paj  the 
Bajah  a  sum  of  monej.  I  trast  that, 
all  the  principal  points  for  which  the 
Bajah  has  been  contending  hariog  now 
been  practically  conceded  to  him,  the 
prisoners  will  be  released,  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gh)Temment  will  be  spared  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  the  only 
^tentative  which  will  then  be  left  to 
them — ^namely,  a  joint  anned  expedition 
to  effect  their  release  by  force,  and  punish 
the  Sajah. 

ABYSSINU-CONCESSION  UNDER  THE 
TREATY  OF  ADOWA. 

Baron  HENRY  DE  WORMS  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether,  by  Articles  II.  and 
III.  of  the  Treaty  of  Adowa  of  Srd 
Jnne  1884,  concluded  between  Admiral 
Hewett,  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain  and 
Egypt,  and  King  Johannis  of  Abyssinia, 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanhit  are,  after 
the  let  of  September  of  this  year,  to 
be  ceded  to  King  Johannis;  whether 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanhit  did  not 
become  the  property  of  Turkey  after 
their  oonqnest  by  Mehemet  Ali  and  the 
snbseqnent  Treaty  of  1840;  and,  whe- 
ther the  Porto  was  consulted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Gbvemment  P'ior  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  present  Treaty,  and  con- 
sented to  relinquish  its  rights  over  the 
above-named  places  in  favour  of  King 
Johannis  ? 

Sir  WIL"FRID  LAWSON  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  Article  III.  of  the 
Abyssinian  Treaty,  by  which  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  engages  to  facilitate  the 
withdrawal  of  the  IChedive's  troops  from 
the  Sondan,  means  that  he  is  to  allow 
these  troops  to  pass  through  his  terri- 
tory, or  whether  it  contemplates  his  send- 
ing an  army  into  the  Soudan  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
.  Neither  Kassala  nor  Amedib  has  been 
ceded  under  the  Treaty.  On  and  after 
the  let  of  September  the  disputed  terri- 
tory called  the  B(^08  country,  in  which 
Banbit  is  situated,  is  to  be  restored  to 
AbyMinia.  xetpeetive  eUunu  of 

Z^ri  Edmimd  Fiifmmiriet 


E^^t  and  Abyssinia  to  the  Bogos  coun- 
try have  been  a  matter  of  dispute  be- 
tween Egypt  and  Abyssinia  for  many 
years,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
it  ever  formed  part  of  the  territories 
comprised  in  any  of  the  Firmans ;  and 
it  was,  therefore,  not  necewary  to  con- 
sult the  Porte.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  will  see  by  the  tost  of  the  Treaty 
that  the  Third  Article  only  contemplates 
facilities  being  afforded  for  the  passage 
of  the  Egyptian  troops  through  the 
territory  of  King  John ;  but  if  he  will 
refer  to  Abyssinia,  No.  1,  1884,  page  6, 
he  will  find  that  Sir  WiUiam  Hewett 
believes  the  King  to  intond  to  take 
possession  of  Kassala  and  Amedib -npon 
the  retirement  of  the  Egyptian  garrisons. 

POST  OFFICE  (SCOTLAND)— POSTAL 
FACILITIES  IN  LEWIS. 
Mb.  UAGFABLANE  asked  the  Fost- 
mastor  Q«neral»  If  his  atteotioa  has 
been  called  to  the  want  of  postal  &ciU- 
ties  in  the  distriot  between  Loofa  Eriaaxt 
and  Looh  Shdl  in  Lewis,  whare,  witii  a 
population  of  over  1,500,  there  is  no 
postal  communication  of  any  kind  ;  and, 
if  he  will  consider  the  possibility  of 
opening  a  Post  Office  at  some  convenient 
point  7 

Me.  FAWCETT  :  My  attention  has 
not  been  previously  called  to  the  postal 
deficiency  referred  to ;  but  I  will  make 
inquiries  and  communicate  with  the  hon. 
Member. 

CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND-THB  ENGLISH 
CHUfiOH  AT  YIBNNA. 

Mb.  IABOUOHEBE  asked  the  Un- 
der SeoretatT  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afiiairs,  By  what  right  the  Foreign  Office 
appropriated  a  ohuroh  in  Vienna,  which 
was  paid  for  by  the  British  residents  in 
that  city,  and  whether  he  will  see  that 
it  be  handed  back  to  its  real  owners ; 
and,  whether  he  is  aware  that  this 
church  is  at  present  closed,  as  the  Chap- 
lain of  the  Embassy  has  left  Vienna  on 
a  holiday  without  making  any  provision 
for  the  services  of  the  church  to  be  con< 
ducted  during  his  absence  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
The  Foreign  Office  has  not  appropriated 
a  British  church  at  Vienna.  The  fiinda 
for  building  the  church  referred  to  were 
raised  by  public  subst^ption.  The  pro- 
perty is  not  vested  in  Her  M^es^a  Go* 
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Ternment,  but  in  the  Bishop  of  London 
and  hla  Bucoessors,  with  the  consent  of 
the  BritiBh  residents  at  Vienna  who  were 
subscribers  to  the  church  fund.  The 
buildiog  was  placed  under  the  control 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Ambaa- 
sador  in  1875,  in  order  to  remove  diffi- 
eulties  caused  by  the  ftfot  that  the  Church 
of  England  fbrm  of  worship  not  being 
one  of  those  leoognued  hj  Austrian  law 
the  services  would  have  been  ille^l.  It 
is  presumed  that  the  Chaplain,  u  he  is 
absent,  has  proceeded  on  leare  of  ab- 
sence; but  Her  Majertj's  Ambassador 
at  Vienna  has  not  reported  his  departure 
or  the  closing  of  the  church. 

Mb.  CAU8T0N :  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  noble  liord  if  the  Chaplain  referred 
to  is  the  same  as  the  Chaplain  at  Vienna, 
to  whom  we  vote  every  year  £300  in  the 
£j9timates  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
That  is  quite  correct.  That  Chaplain 
has  an  annual  holiday,  and  he  is  taking 
tiuit  holiday  now. 

FOHKION  OFFICE— FRONTIER  REGULA- 
TIONS ON  THE  CONTINBNT. 

Mb.  LABOTJOHERG  asked  the  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
travelliog  or  about  to  travel  on  the  Con- 
tinent, he  will  direct  Her  Uajesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Agents  abroad 
to  keep  the  Foreign  Office  informed  of 
all  regtdations  affectibg  passengers, 
which  are  temporarily  ordered  by  Foreign 
Governments  at  the  Frontiers  of  their 
respective  States,  and  make  public  the 
same  through  the  medium  of  the  Press  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
The  regulations  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  are  supplied  regularly  by  Her 
Majesty's  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Acents  abroad,  and  are  at  once  pub- 
li^ed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  The 
Zendon  Qmulte. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (1KBLAND)-THE 
ABBE8T  OF  HB.  CHANGE. 

Mb.  HEALT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  course  he  intends  to  take  with 
tiie  policemau  who  arrested  Mr.  Chance, 
solicitor  f 

Mr.  TBEVELTAN:  The  Comniia- 
noner  of  Police  reports  as  follows : — 

"Omog  to  threats  by  letter  a&d  otherwiBe 
Alice  Carroll  haa  bees  under  police  protection 
RDO*  the  Phcenix  Psrk  trials.   Yesterday,  be- 


tween 2  and  3  o'oloolc,  CcKistable  79  D  sav  two 
men,  itraofrers  to  bim,  go  into  tho  hoase  of 
Alice  C^rrdl.  The  gaVt  father  said  tbn^  were 
Btrangera,  and  remarked  to  the  constable  that 
they  might  not  be  after  any  good.  Mrs.  Carroll 
then  came  ont  of  the  house,  and  told  the  oon- 
stable  he  need  not  be  uneasy  as  the  two  men 
inside  were  police-constables  of  the  F  Diviaion, 
and  they  wore  joking  Alice  about  Constable 
Fanners,  of  that  division,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  sweetheart  of  hers.  The  constable  re- 
mained outade  the  door,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
Mrs.  Carroll  again  came  out  and  appeared 
frightenod,  sa^in^  that  the  two  men  were 
questioning  Alice  in  the  room  alone  with  them, 
and  that  the  questions  were  about  Mr.  Bolton. 
Mrs.  Carroll  then  called  Alice  to  come  oat  of  the 
room,  and  on  her  ooming  out  Alice  spoke  to  the 
constable.  She  said  she  was  afraid  the  two  men 
were  not  up  to  any  good,  that  at  first  they  had 
told  her  they  were  sent  by  Mr.  Blallon  to  make 
inqniries,  but  that  they  now  denied  it;  also  that 
they  had  be«a  aaUn^  her  about  Mr.  Bolton,  and 
that  abe  knew  nothing  about  Mr.  Bolton,  Jans 
Carroll,  sister  to  Alice,  then  alao  oame  out,  and 
said  the  men  were  not  there  with  any  good  in- 
tention. 149  D  oame  np,  and  he  accompanied 
79  D  into  the  house.  On  going  into  the  room 
in  which  ikt  two  men  were,  the  man  who  was 
afterwards  identified  as  Ur.  Chance  said,  *  What 
do  yon  want  t '  The  constable  replied  that  he 
wanted  to  know  his  (Chance's)  business  there,  as 
the  family  were  a&aid  of  him.  Mr.  Chance  said 
they  need  not  be  afraid,  as  he  was  making  in- 
^  quiries.  The  constable  asked  his  name,  uid 
Chance  gave  his  name  as  well  as  that  of  Meikle* 
joha.  The  oonitable  said  they  must  oomo  to 
the  station-house  nnUl  inqmries  would  be  made 
as  to  their  idmtity.  Mr.  Chance  npl^  he  could 
not  go  unless  he  was  arrested.  The  eonstable 
said  he  must  bring  him  to  the  station,  and  did 
BO.  On  coming  to  Moontjoy  Station  Mr.  Chance 
gave  his  name,  and  being  recognised  by  a  ser- 
geant was  at  onoe  released.  Mr.  Chance  asked 
to  have  a  charge  preferred  against  him,  but  the 
coDfltable  replied  that  as  the  name  and  address 
given  were  correct  be  had  no  charge  against 
him.  On  coming  into  the  Carroll's  house  Mr. 
Chance  and  Meiklejohn  distinctly  stated  that 
they  got  the  address  from  Mallon,  and  that  he 
had  sent  them ;  but  afterwards,  on  Alice  Car- 
roll's saying  she  would  go  and  see  Mr.  Mallon 
herself,  Mr.  Chance  told  her  not  to  imagine  that 
they  bad  come  from  Mr.  MiUlon,  tluit  their 
names  were  Chance  and  Meiklejohn,  and  that 
they  were  making  inquiriee  about  Mr.  Bolton. 
They  did  not  get  the  length  of  asking  many 
qoestioos  about  Mr.  Bolton  before  the  constables 
came  in.  The  entire  circumstances  under  which 
this  inquiry  was  attempted  to  be  carried  oat  by 
Mr.  Cunoe  were  so  eztatordinary,  and  so  un- 
usual in  aprofes8ionalway,thatit«a8not  ven- 
Borprising  toflndthe  sosptoions  of  the  oonstabM 
aroused." 

Mb.  ELEALT  :  Is  this  your  own  ? 
Mb.  TBEYELYAN:  No;  it  is  aE 
part  ot  tiie  Heport.  [Besumes  reading.] 

"  I  think  the  ccmstaWs  sotion  was  JosUfl- 
able  under  all  the  droumstancss." 

This  Beport  is  signed  by  Mr.  Harrel, 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Fcuice.  , 
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Ub.  HEALY  :  My  Question  was  not 
addnased  to  Mr.  Harrel,  but  to  the 
rigbt  hon.  Gentleman  himself.  I  wished 
to  know  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
-what  oouTSe  he  himself  intends  to  take  ? 

Mb.  TBETELYAN  :  In  the  case  of  a 
person  who  is  nnder  police  protection, 
and  who,  with  her  family,  are  in  great 
danger  of  annoyance  and  intimidation, 
I  must  say  that,  when  two  persons  go  in 
and  represent  themselTes — I  am  now 
making  the  case  given  by  the  police — 
when  two  men  represent  themselves  as 
detectives  and  sent  by  the  head  of  theDe- 
teotire  Force,  and  then  afterwards  allow 
that  they  were  not  sent,  I  think  a  per- 
son in  that  position  has  a  perfect  right 
to  appeal  for  protection  to  the  police, 
and  I  think  the  police  should  afford  that 
protection.    [Mitmlerial  e/ieers.'] 

Me.  HEALT  :  As  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  secured  the  applause  of  the 
House  by  that  statement,  I  would  ask 
him  whether  it  does  not  rest  solely  upon 
the  testimony  of  two  policemen  incri- 
minated in  this  matter  ?  I  would  ask 
him  whether  application  has  been 
made  to  Mr.  Ohanoe  and  Mr.  Meikle- 
john  for  their  T»non ;  and  whether  he 
IS  now  content  to  leave  the  matter  of 
this  arrest  of  two  persons  carrying  out 
an  investigation  against  a  Government 
official  simply  upon  the  statement  of  two 
policemen  who  have  committed  the  crime 
of  false  imprisonment  ? 

Mb.  TREVELTAN  :  As  I  stated  be- 
fore, what  passed  in  Mrs.  Garroll's 
house  is  not  in  qneation.  The  question 
is  what  the  Garrolls  told  the  policemen 
which  induced  the  policemen  to  go  in 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  to 
protect  mem. 

Mb.  HEALT :  If  I  am  to  understand 
from  the  Government  that  they  will  take 
no  steps  whatever — [  Cri«9  of  "  Orderl  '*] 
— ^I  am  quite  in  Order  in  l^s  matter — 
I  will  call  attention  to  the  subject  on 
the  Vote  for  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
PoKoe. 

Mb.  QBAT  :  Have  any  policemen  in 
Lreland  a  right  to  take  into  custody 
any  individual,  and  then  refuse  to 
enter  a  charge  against  him?  [CrM  of 
"Answer!"]  Did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman give  any  authority  to  policemen 
to  take  any  person  into  custody,  and 
then  to  refuse  to  enter  a  charae  a&rainst 
him? 

Mb.  TBETELYAN :  That  is  a  Ques- 
tion of  whioh  I  would  prefer  Notioe. 


If  there  wre  suspicious  ciroumstauoea 
against  a  man  who  is  stated  to  have 
given  a  false  name  to  a  person  who  de- 
mands protection,  and  he  is  aireated, 
when  he  gives  his  trua  xtame  he  BbouUl 

Mb.  HEALT:  Will  the  right h(w. 
Gentleman  read  the  Beport  again, 
and  say  where — ["Oh,  oh!"] — well, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  insinuated 
that  Mr.  Chance  gave  a  false  name.  Ao< 
cording  to  the  statement  read  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  Mr.  Chance,  when 
asked  his  name,  gave  it  on  two  oooasiona, 
I  wish  to  ask  is  mat  the  £aot  ? 

Mb.  TBETELTAN:  Mr.  Chanoe 
gave  his  name. 

Mb.  HEALY:  Then,  what  is  the  in- 
sinuation about  a  false  name  ?  tCrie$  of 
"Order!"] 

Me.  TBEYELYAN:  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  treat  me  with,  the 
courtesy  I  always  show  him.  I  made 
no  insinuation  about  a  false  name ;  but 
the  atatemrat  certainly  of  Alice  OarroU 
and  her  sister,  which  was  oonvejed  to 
the  policeman,  was  that  these  men  ha4 
stated  they  were  detectives  seat  by  Mx. 
Mallon.  "False  name"  would  not  be 
a  correct  expression  to  use;  but  they 
began  by  saying  they  were  detectives 
sent  by  Mr.  Mallon.  Afterwards  they 
gave  their  real  names.  When  they  had 
given  different  accounts  of  themselves  it 
was  only  natural  the  police  should  arrest 
them. 

IKISH  LAND  COMMISSION  CSTJB-COlt- 
MISSI0NEE3)— GLEBE  LANDS  OF 

DR0MCKEE,;CO.  AEMAGH. 
Colonel  EING-HABMAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  the  fact  that 
the  Land  Oommissionera  have,  in  the 
case  of  tJie  Glebe  Lands  of  Dmmcree, 
county  Armagh,  reduced,  by  18  per 
cent.,  rents  proved  to  have  been  un- 
(Ranged  since  1827,  and,  subject  to 
which,  tenants  were  proved  to  have, 
even  so  lately  as  1880,  given  12  10*, 
per  acre  for  the  tenant-right ;  whether 
said  lands  were  purchased  from  the 
Church  Commissioners  by  the  present 
owner,  Mr.  Law ;  whether  the  rental 
furnished  by  them  showed  the  old  rents ; 
and  whether  the  valuation  made  by  the 
Commissioners'  valuator,  Mr.  M.  O'Brien, 
to  give  the  tenants  the  benefit  of  the 
clause  in  the  Church  Act  in  their  favour, 
placed  nearly  twenty -four  years'  pnr- 
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ohase  on  Baid  rents,  and  thua  represented 
them  as  moderate  rents;  and,  whether 
the  GoTomment  are  prepared,  out  of  the 
Irisli  Church  surplus,  which  got  the 
"benefit  of  the  price  produced  by  the 
Commissioners'  representations,  to  re- 
fund Mr.  Law  the  proportion  of  the 
purchase-money  so  obtained  from  him 
by  such  representations  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELTAN  :  This  Ouestion  ia 
on  the  Paper  without  Notice,  and  it  can- 
not be  answered  without  reference  to  the 
Sub-Commission  sitting  in  the  county 
of  Armagh. 

CONTAGIOTTS   DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
ACTS— CATTLE  IMPORTATION 
FROM  IRELAND. 

CoLONBL  KING-HAEMAN :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Buchy  of 
Lancaster,  Whether  it  is  true  that,  at  the 
reception  of  a  deputation  which  waited 
upon  the  President  of  the  Council  and 
himself  on  Friday,  and  which  was  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  im- 
portation of  cattle  from  Wyoming,  it 
waa  stated  by  Lord  Wenlock  that  the 
English  graziers  ran  oongtant  risk  by 
the  importation  of  diseased  cattle  from 
Ireland ;  whether  this  statement  was 
allowed  to  pass  without  contradiction ; 
whether  he  was  aware  of  a  parliamen- 
tary Beturn  recently  issued,  in  which  it 
is  uiown  that  in  1879  only  64  cases  of 
foot-and-mouth  diseacie  existed  in  Ire- 
land; that  in  1S80,  1881,  and  1882  the 
coontry  was  free  from  disease,  and  that 
in  1883  the  number  of  cases  amounted 
to  114,502;  and,  whether,  having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  for  three  years 
Ireland  has  had  clean  bill  of  health,  and 
that  in  1883  it  was  well  known  that 
foot  and  mouth  disease  were  introduced 
into  the  island  by  a  bull  imported  from 
England,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  that 
outbreak  was  speedily  stamped  out,  and 
that  there  has  not  been  for  some  months 
a  caso  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Ire- 
land, he  wilt  take  steps  to  remove  the 
impression  that  English  farmers  have 
reason  to  fear  the  importation  of  Irish 
cattle,  which  bis  silence  with  regard  to 
Lord  Wenlock's  statement  might  foster  f 

Mb.  AETBUK  ARNOLD :  I  rise, 
Bir,  to  a  point  of  Order.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  states  in  his  Question 
that  the  depntation  which  waited  u^n 
the  President  of  the  Council  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  on 
Friday,  was  composed  of  gentlemen  in- 

TOL.  COXCI.   [thibd  bebibs.] 


terestedinthe  importation  of  cattle  from 
Wyoming.  Now,  that  deputation, ''as  I 
have  reason  to  know,  consisted  mainly 
of  Members  of  this  House.  I  wish, 
therefore,  to  ask  you,  Sir,  whether  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  not  called 
upon  to  take  steps  in  order  to  remove 
an  erroneous  impression  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  I  understand  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  object  to  the  re- 
cital in  the  Question  on  the  ground 
that  it  seems  to  imply  that  the  deputa- 
tion had  a  direct  interest  in  the  master  ? 

Mb.  ABTHITIt  ARNOLD :  Tea. 

Mb.  SPEAKEB  :  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  will 
amend  the  recital  in  that  respect. 

Cotoinsi.  EDTG-HAHMAN:  I  have 
no  wish  to  convey  an  impression  that  the 
deputation  had  any  direct  personal  in- 
terest in  the  matter. 

Me.  DODSON  :  I  do  not  know  the 
precise  words  used  by  Lord  Wenlock ; 
but  the  question  under  discussion  was 
the  risk  of  the  introduction  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia into  this  country  if  cattle 
were  admitted  from  Wyoming.  It  is,  of 
course,  possible  that  in  referring  to  the 
risk  of  importation  of  disease  from  Ire- 
landf  the  noble  Lord  may  have  had  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  in  Ms  mind  as  well 
as  pi  euro- pneumonia.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  risk  of  the  introduction  of  disease 
from  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  to 
another  is  greater  than  from  a  foreign 
country,  because  animals  from  abroad 
are  inspected  at  the  port  of  landing, 
and  if  one  be  found  diseased  the  whole 
cargo  is  slaughtered.  I  believe  that 
Ireland  was  free  from  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  1880,  1881,  and  1882,  and 
that  in  1883  it  unfortunately  prevailed 
to  a  considerable  extent,  as  mentionod  in 
the  Question.  Ireland  was  oHicially  de- 
clared free  from  it  in  April  last,  and 
since  the  end  of  that  month  no  case  of  it 
was  brought  to  our  knowledge  till  a  few 
days  before  the  deputation.  I  regret  to 
say  that  on  the  18th  instant,  an  out- 
break took  place  in  the  county  of  Meath, 
two  animals  being  affected  out  of  a  herd 
of  U.  Tiie  whole  number  were,  how- 
ever, slaughtered  by  order  of  the  Local 
Authority,  and  I  hope  that  no  further 
cases  will  occur. 

EaYPT— THE  ARMY  OF  OCCUPATIOK 
(REINFORCEMENTS). 
Mb.  ASHMEAD  BAETLETT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whc- 
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ther  a  Becond  regiment  has  been  de- 
spatched to  Assouan  ;  and,  whether  fresh 
troops  hare  heen  ordered  to  Egypt  ? 

Thh  Mabquess  op  HARTINGTON  : 
I  hare  not  been  informed  by  Qeneral 
Stephenson  that  another  battalion  has 
been  despatched  to  Assouan.  No  other 
troops  have  been  ordered  to  Egypt  since 
I  gave  an  answer  on  the  17th  of  the 
month. 

ICb.  ASHUBAD  -  BABTLETT  in- 
qnired  whether  the  noble  Marquess 
was  aware  that  half  a  battalion  had  been 
ordered  from  Cypnis  to  Egypt  within 
the  last  10  days,  and  whether  the  d6th 
Begiment  was  under  orders  to  proceed 
from  Cairo  to  Assouan  to-morrow  ? 

The  Mabqubss  of  HAETINGTON  : 
I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  transfer  of 
troops  fromCypruB  to  Egyptian  and  other 
stations,  but  I  cannot  give  details.  It 
is  not  an  absolute  increase  of  the  Force 
in  Eg}-pt.  As  I  stated,  I  hare  not  been 
informed  by  the  General  Officer  Com- 
manding in  Egypt  whether  he  has  or- 
dered another  battalion  to  Assouan. 

EOTTPT— (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)- 
GENERAL  GORDON. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  General  Gordon,  in 
the  message  alleged  to  have  been  re- 
oeired  through  the  Mudir  of  Dongola, 
stated  that  he  would  on  no  account  de- 
sert those  whom  he  went  out  to  rescue  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
The  message,  as  far  as  Mr.  Egerton  has 
communicated  it,  contains  no  statement 
of  the  kind. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Govemment  had 
considered  the  advisability  of  sending 
out  a  General  Officer  of  superior  rank  to 
General  Gordon  to  bring  mm  home  7 

[No  reply."] 

NAVY— DOCKYARD  FACTORY  DEPART- 
MENT—OOMPULSOBT  RETIKEMENT. 
Mb.  PUIiESTON  aaked  the  Secretaiy 
to  the  Admindty,  Whether  he  has  now 
considered  the  Petition  of  the  faired  men 
of  the  Factory  Department,  praying  for 
extension  of  time  for  compulsory  retire- 
ment? 

SiB  THOMAS  BRASSEY  :  The  pre- 
sent rule  is  that  all  classes  of  workmen 
in  the  Dockyards  should  be  retired  at 
the  age  of  60.  This  rule  is  only  relaxed 
in  exceptional  cases.  It  has  not  yet  been 
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decided  whether  any  further  relaxation 
of  the  rule  is  deurable. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND)  — 
NUMBER  OF  CHILDR8N  CHARGE. 
ABLE  TO  CORPORATION  OF  CORK. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
taiT  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Ifl  le  can  state  how  many  children,  male 
and  female,  distinguishing  Oatiiolics 
fVom  Protestants,  in  indastrial  schools 
in  Ireland,  are  partially  chai^eable  to 
the  Corporation  of  Cork ;  and,  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  alter  the  certificate  of 
the  Greenmount  School,  so  as  to  enable 
the  managers  to  aocommodate  50  addi- 
tional boys? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  Sir  John  Len- 
taigne  informs  me  that,  according  to  the 
latest  Returns,  dated  June  30,  there  were 
on  that  date  444  children  in  indnstrial 
schools  who  had  been  committed  from 
Cork  Police  Court.  Of  these,  132  boys 
and  200  girls  were  Roman  Catholics, 
and  67  boys  and  45  girls  were  Protest- 
ants. The  Government  cannot  hold  oat 
any  hope  at  present  of  enlarging  the 
certificates  of  industrial  schools. 

POST  OFFICE— THE  TELEPHONE. 

Mb.  gray  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
Treasury,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
late  Goremment,  by  Clause  3  of  the 
Telegraph  Bill,  1878,  as  brought  from 
the  Loras,  sought  to  obtain  control  over 
the  telephone  by  an  extended  definition 
of  the  word  telegraph,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  original  Telegraph  Act ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  Journals  of 
this  House  show  that,  on  the  12th  of 
August,  the  Commons  "disagreed  to  the 
said  Clause  whether  the  Government 
have,  ever  since,  invited  the  House  to 
reverse  or  reconsider  that  expression  of 
opinion  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  al- 
though the  House  had  thus  refused  to 
give  to  the  Post  Office  control  over  the 
telephones,  the  Department  obtained  a 
legal  decision  on  a  technical  pmnt,  to 
the  effect  that  a  telephonic  message  was 
a  telegraphic  message  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act  of  1869,  although  attiw 
time  the  Act  was  passed  the  telephone 
was  not  in  existence ;  and,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  since  that  date  the  Post 
Office  has  levied  a  tax  upon  the  nse  of 
the  telej^hone,  and  has  imposed  con- 
stantly increasing  restrictions,  even- 
tually amounting  to  practical  prohibi- 
tion of  its  use  for  exchuige  pnrppsesf 
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Me.  GLADSTONE:  This  Question 
refers  more  to  a  Treasniy  matter,  and 
would  be  more  correctly  addressed  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  €he  Ghaiicellor  the 
Exchequer.  I  have  made  inquiry  on  the 
subject,  and  I  find  that  it  is  trne  that  a 
certain  clause  in  the  Telespraph  Bill  of  the 
late  Ooremment  was  (usa^reed  to  by 
the  House  of  Oommons.  Objection  has 
been  taken  to  the  Bufficiency  of  the  pre- 
sent law.  The  hon.  (Gentleman  adcs  me 
whether  s  l^al  decision  was  not  ob- 
tained by  the  Department  on  a  technical 
point?  Aeoording  to  the  advice  which 
the  Government  hare  received,  the  judg- 
ment was  by  no  means  on  a  technical 
point,  but  upon  a  substantial  matter, 
and  it  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Crown 
was  in  possession  of  a  certain  right  by 
the  existing  law.  That  being  so,  it  was 
the  absolute  duty  of  the  Department  to 
assert  that  right.  But  with  regard  to 
the  last  pars^graph  of  the  Qaestion, 
whether — 

»  Since  that  date  the  Post  Office  has  leried  a 
tax  upon  the  oae  of  the  telephone,  and  has  im- 
posed constantly  iocreasiog  reatrictions,  even, 
taally  atnoonting  to  practical  prohibition  of  its 
use  for  exchange  purposes  F  " 

I  am  not  jprepared  to  say  what  the 
proper  decision  to  arrive  at  may  be ;  but 
the  Postmaster  General  is  seriously  en- 
gaged in  considering  whether  he  can,  in 
justice  to  the  Crown  and  the  country, 
introduce  relaxations  into  the  rules  now 
in  force. 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

Sis  SOBEET  FEEL  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  What  results  have 
been  arrived  at  in  the  matter  of  the 
Suez  Canal  negotiations,  with  the  view 
of  providing  the  requisite  increased  ac- 
oommodatiott  for  British  i^ade  to  the 
East  through  the  Isthmus  of  Suez ;  and, 
whether  the  widespread  dissatisfaction 
at  the  overcho^es  and  general  mis- 
management, expressed  hist  year  at  a 
meetug  re^«sentlng  upwards  of  three 
million  tons  of  British  shipping,  against 
SC.  De  Lesseps  and  his  agoits,  and 
bronght  undsr  the  notice  of  the  GK)vem- 
mentf  has  induoed  the  Government  to 
take  any  steps  in  furtherance  of  the  in- 
terests of  British  trade  and  commerce  in 
respect  of  the  waterway  of  the  Canal  ? 

Ha.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  under  the 
impression,  from  seeing  this  Question, 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  is  not  aware 
of  wbirt  has  to^  place  in  this  House 
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upon  the  subject.  This  Question  re- 
peats, in  the  main,  the  substance  of  a 
Question  put  to  me  on  the  28rd  of  Jime 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford  (Mr. 
Magniac),  and  then  answered.  But, 
bri^y  stated,  the  answer  is  this.  In 
pursnanoe  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement 
entered  into  between  M.  de  Lesseps  and 
the  re^tresentatives  of  the  shipowners,  a 
Commission  was  appointed,  consisting  ot 
engineera,  naval  men,  and  shipowners, 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  best 
method  to  be  adopted  to  carry  out  the 
objects  in  view.  That  Commission  ap- 
pointed a  Sub  Commission  which  was  to 
visit — and,  I  believe,  has  visited — the 
Isthmus,  and  it  will  prepare  a  Beport 
on  the  subjeot  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Commissioners.  With  respect  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  Question,  the 
Agreement  between  the  Suez  Canal  Com- 

Cny  and  the  shipowners  provides  for  a 
ge  reduction  of  the  dues  levied  in  the 
Canal,  besides  securing  ultimate  advan- 
tages of  great  importance  to  the  inter- 
ests of  British  trade  and  shipping. 

THE  ROYAL  IfilSH  CONSTABULARY 

(KUMBERS). 
Mb.  PABNELL  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  will  stato  to  the  House  what 
is  the  number  of  officers  and  men  in  the 
Constabulary  Faroe  in  Ireland  permitted 
to  be  wholly  chargeable  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  under  the  Acts  regulating 
the  same ;  what  is  the  number  of  officers 
and  men  wholly  paid  for  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament  for  the 
year  ending  the  31st  March  1885  ;  what 
is  the  number  of  extra  officers  and  men, 
the  moiety  of  whose  cost  is  charged  upon 
the  ratepayers  for  the  same  year ;  and, 
the  number  of  additional  officers  and 
men  whose  cost,  or  a  portion  thereof, 
is  charged  upon  the  ratepayers  for  the 
same  year,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Crimes  Att  ? 

Mb.  TItETELYAN :  The  total  num- 
ber in  the  Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland 
which  may  be  charged  to  Totes  of  Par- 
liament, if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  so  fixes, 
in  the  quinquennial  redistribution,  is 
280  officers,  3S0  head  constables,  and 
10,006  sergeants  and  constables.  This 
maximum  limit,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
is  permissive,  and  not  a  right.  The 
total  number  of  officers  and  men  wholly 
paid  for  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament  in  the  current  finanrafdyew, 
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is  269  officers,  268  head  coneUbles,  and 
9,469  men,  exclusive  of  Revenue  foroe 
and  reserve,  and  these,  I  suppose,  are 
some  600  men.  The  extra  foroe,  the 
moiety  of  which  will  be  charged  for  por- 
tion of  the  year,  is  under  Section  1 2  of 
the  Act  6  A  7  Will.  IV.,  under  Sec- 
tion 13,  2,383,  under  Section  12,  561. 
There  ie  aleo  an  extra  force  in  Belfast 
and  Derry  of  365.  The  number  charged 
under  the  Orimes  Act  is  195.  The  num- 
bers under  Section  13  of  the  Act  of 
6  WUl.  IV.  and  under  the  Orimes  Act, 
have  been  greatly  reduced  since  this 
eetimate  waa  framed.  They  now  stand 
at  about  1,870  and  30  respectively. 

LITERATURE,  SCTBITCE.  AND  ART— 
THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY. 

SiE  ROBERT  PEEL  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasory,  with  reference  to 
his  recent  statement  that  he  was  await- 
ing a  communication  from  the  Royal 
Academy,  Whether  he  is  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  state  when  the  promised  Returns 
will  be  laiul  upon  the  Table  ?  He  should 
like  to  say  in  explanation  that,  although 
this  Question  had  been  repeatedly  on  the 
Paper,  it  really  appeared  that  the  Aca- 
demy were  shirking  from  giving  the  in- 
formation which  he  had  adced  for  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  Betume  which  had 
been  already  laid  on  the  Table. 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  bound  to 
aay  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  view  which 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has  expressed  is 
wholly  withoutfoundatiou.  The  Academy 
is,  to  a  certain  extent,  and,  I  think, 
justly,  jealousof  that  degree  of  iodepen- 
deuce  which  has  been  established  for  it 
by  its  history  and  its  relations  with  the 
Crown;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  the  slightest  in- 
clination to  interfere  with  that  qualified 
independence,  or  to  subbtitute  a  different 
deaoriptiou  of  relations,  or  to  place  a 
great  Institution ,  w  hioh  stands  no  w 
apart,  under  Parliament,  as  if  it  were 
an  ordinary  Department.  With  regard 
to  the  communication  which  I  am  wait- 
ing from  the  Royal  Academy,  the  matter 
Btfuids  thus.  I  believe  it  would  have 
been  possible  to  have  secured  tiie  com- 
pletion of  the  oommuni cation  in  time  to 
be  laid  before  Parliament  daring  the 
preeent  Session  if  the  current  year  had 
been  excluded  from  the  Betuzu;  but 
ihe  Freridoit  ommnunioated  to  me 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  very  un- 
aatiafactcary  to  Parliament  to  have  this 

Mr.  7Kw«^m 


year  excluded,  and,  consequently,  it  will 
not  be  iwesible  to  make  the  statement 
complete  during  the  present  Session. 
Therefore,  it  cannot  be  laid  on  the  Table 
before  the  Prorogation.  The  communi- 
cation when  made  will  contain  all  the 
particulars  which  have  been  givea  in 
any  former  Betum  or  communioatioB. 

PARLIAMENT— THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS 
AND  TOE  REPRESENTATION  Of 

THE  PEOPLE  BILL. 
Me.  LABOTTCHERE  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether,  in  view 
of  the  frequent  statements  throughout 
the  Country  of  the  Conservative  Leaders, 
that  the  House  of  Lords  has  not  thrown 
out  the  Franchise  Bill,  the  Qovemment 
will  again  move  the  Second  Beading  of 
the  Bill  in  the  Upper  House,  and  give 
to  their  Lordships  another  opportunity 
to  vote  on  that  measure  before  the  end 
of  the  Session  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  believe  that  my 
hon.  Friend  is  correct  in  his  reference 
to  statements  to  the  effect  that  the  Fran- 
chise Bill  has  not  been  thrown  out  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  althouffh  I  find 
that  in  a  speech  ascribed  to  &rd  Salis- 
bury—I  rather  think  in  the  ^apen  of 
to-day — there  is  the  foUowing  pas- 
sage :— 

"  The  Home  of  Lords  has  a  riglit  to  taj, 
*  We  do  not  approve  of  tha  moaaars  which  yoa 
bring  forward.  If  yon  fike  to  accept  its  rejec- 
tion, well  and  good;  if  yoaobjeotto  its  rqeo* 
tion,  your  remedy  is  to  go  to  the  pe(^e.'  " 

That  I  take  to  imply  that  the  Bill  has 
been  rejected.  However,  I  am  undw 
the  impression  that  the  Bill  has  not  been 
strictly  rejected  as  regards  the  Forms  of 
the  House  of  Lords ;  but  it  has  beeu  laid 
on  the  shelf  by  two  Motions — one  made 
after  the  other,  and  carried  by  not  iu- 
oonsiderable  majorities,  although  the 
second  majority  was  somewhat  less  tbatn 
the  first.  I  have  communicated  with 
the  Leader  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
I  find  that  the  Representatives  oE  the 
Goverom^t  in  that  House  have  no  in- 
tention of  making  any  further  Motion  om 
the  Bill  as  at  present  advised  ;  and  l^eir 
reason  is,  that  without  insuring  any  im- 
portant public  advantage,  it  vrould  give 
trouble  to  the  House  of  Lords,  whtok 
ought  not  to  have  any  trouble  of  that 
land  put  wpon  it,  and  would  only  result 
in  theproduotion  of  eome  third  bye-Uc- 
tion.  If  we  could  have  some  direct  issue 
taken  on  the  Ba  itself^  X  thiak  that 
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woold  be  TeiT  desirable ;  bat  I  do  not 
think  it  Tould  be  in  onr  power  to  pro- 
oureit. 

LUNAOT  LATO-«WEU)ON 
SBMPLK." 

Mb.  MOLLOY  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  If  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  Weldon  t.  Semple, 
the  eridenoe  ffiven  ia  the  cose  in  con- 
nection with  the  granting  of  certificates, 
and  the  summing  up  of  the  learned 
Judge ;  if  he  will  undertake,  as  a  Go- 
Tcmment  measure,  to  introduce  a  Bill 
for  the  alteration  of  the  Lunacy  Laws  in 
reject  to  the  granting  of  certificates  of 
insanity,  and  for  the  abolition  of  private 
lunatic  asylums ;  and,  whether  uie  Qo- 
Temment  propose  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter  of  Weldon  r.  Semple  f 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  This  is  a  matter 
with  respect  to  which  interesting  evi- 
dence has  been  given  to  the  country; 
but  the  Goremment  has  no  special  in- 
formation with  reference  to  it,  and  tiie 
hoiL.  Member  will  not  be  surprised  when 
I  say  that  I  am  not  able  to  make  any 
oomonmication  upon  the  subject  to  the 
House.  At  the  same  time,  I  quite  recog* 
nize  that  it  is  a  subject  of  very  great 
delicacy  and  importance,  and  dne  atten- 
tion will  be  given  to  it. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  asked  whether  he  was 
to  understand  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman required  more  time  in  which  to 
consider  the  case  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  The  matter  is 
not  one  for  my  especial  consideration. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  delioacy  and  im- 
portance, and,  perhaps,  no  more  difficult 
Bubiect  can  be  proposed  in  connection 
wi^  law.  Therefore,  I  need  not  make 
any  apology  to  the  House  for  not  making 
a  detailed  statement.  What  I  say  is 
that  attentiim  will  be  given  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

EGYPT— THE  COKPERENOE. 

Bra  STAFFORD  NORTHOOTE : 
With  reference  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister  yesterday,  in 
r^^ard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
ference, I  wish  to  ask  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Conference  have  received 
the  answers  to  the  communications  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  they 
would  haTC  to  make  to  their  respective 
Oorernments,  and  we  should  Uke  to 
know  what  u  the  general  position  of  the 
CQafanoee? 


Mb.  GLADSTONE :  The  Oonferenee 
met  to-day,  in  pursuance  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  yesterday ;  but  the  answers  to 
which  I  Tofeired  had  not  hem  rec^ved. 

Sz&STAFFOBD  NORTHOOTE:  Not 
any  of  them? 

Mb.  OLADSTONB:  I  undsntand 
that  none  have  been  received.  At  &e 
request  of  the  Members  of  the  Confer- 
ence, Lord  Granville  agreed  to  postpone 
the  next  meeting  until  Thursday  instead 
of  until  to-morrow ;  but  I  have  no  reason 
to  withdraw  the  statement  I  made,  that 
I  believe  the  Members  of  the  Conference 
are  exceedingly  anxious  to  bring  it  to  a 
prompt  conclusion. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE— PE0&RE8S  OF  PUBLIO 
BUSINESa. 

LoBB  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state 
when  the  Diplomatic  Vote  will  betaken, 
and  whether  it  will  be  tcUcen  first  in  the 
evening  f 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Burinees  ia  not 
sufficiently  advanced  to  allow  me  to  make 
a  statement  on  that  point. 

HAQISTBATE8  (IRELAND)  SALARIES 
BILL. 

Mb.  PARNELL  asked  at  what  hour 
the  Government  propoaed  to  take  the 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Balaries  Bill  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childeks)  said,  that  he 
was  not  present  during  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  last  night ;  but 
he  had  been  made  aware  of  what  had 
passed  on  a  former  occasion  earlier  in 
the  year.  The  question  arose  on  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  in  respect  to 
the  salariee  of  <m^n  ma^strates  in 
Ireland.  On  that  occasion  the  matter 
was  discussed  until  a  very  early  hour  on 
Sunday  morning.  The  strong  impres- 
sion then  seemed  to  be  that  the  increased 
salaries  should  be  fixed  by  Statute,  and 
not  made  from  year  to  year  greater  than 
the  present  Statute  named  by  Tote  in 
Supply,  and  in  a  Bill  brought  in  early 
that  Session  a  clause  to  that  effect  was 
introduced.  That  Bill  had  been,  with 
a  number  of  other  important  measures, 
dropped ;  but  another  Bill  of  a  single 
clause  effecting  this  had  been  introdnoed 
and  discussed  on  the  previous  night. 
Considering  the  number  of  hours  which 
the  Bill  was  under  discussion,  they  did 
not  propose,  so  far  as  the  preaent  Seaeioii 
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vas  concerned,  to  advance  it  further; 
bat  the  inoreased  salaries  would  be  dis- 
ouBsed  in  a  Supply  Vote  that  night. 

Mb.  PABNELL  :  In  reference  to  the 
statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer last  night  as  to  the  position  of 
the  Irish  Members  regarding  these  sala- 
ries, I  beg  to  say  that  their  opinion  re- 
mains the  same,  and  that  they  entirely 
object  to  have  these  salaries  iooreased. 

Thb  CHANCELLORofthe  exche- 
quer (Mr.  Childbbs):  I  was  not  in 
the  House  last  night ;  but  I  heard  from 
others  that  they  were  not  unwilling  l^at 
the  discussion  on  these  Votes  should  take 
place  in  Supply. 

Mm.  GIBSON :  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.Gentleman  whether,  faavinff  brought 
in  this  Bill,  in  deference  to  the  wishes 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of  Oork 
(Mr.  Parnell),  and  having  now  dropped 
it  under  a  misconception,  in  apparent 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork,  he  would  state 
what  the  Government  propose  to  do  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Ohildees)  :  I  entirely  dis- 
pute the  premises  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  As  to  the  future,  we 
propose  to  take  these  increases  in  Supply. 

Mb.  GIBSON :  Is  that  a  conclusion 
without  a  premise  ? 

The  CHANOELLOEof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childebs)  :  That  is  the  cor- 
rect conclusion. 

SiK  JOSEPH  M'KENNA!  Have  the 
Government  determined  who  are  the 
fortunate  individuals  who  are  to  reeeive 
this  additionalpay  f 

Mb.  TBEYELYAN  :  O^e  gentlemen 
who  will  receive  it  are  the  four  gentle- 
men at  present  holding  the  posts  of 
Divisional  Magistrates,  and  the  fifth,  if 
a  fifth  should  be  appointed.  It  is  the 
dear  intention  of  the  Government  that 
any  Divisional  Magistrate  appointed 
from  this  time  forwa^  shall  be  an  officer 
serving  in  the  Police  Force. 

ORDERS  OF  TBS  BAY. 

BUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATEiS. 
SOPPLT — eotuidtrtd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  IIL — Law  amd  Justiob. 
Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  proposed 
to  make  a  statement  to  the  Committee 
in  reference  to  these  Estimates. 

Th9  Chtmetlhr  ofih$  EtcKtftttr 


LoBD  RANDOLPH  OHUROHHIj 
rose  to  Order.  He  wished  to  know  if  it 
was  competent  for  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  make  a  statement  when  thwe  was  no 
Question  before  the  Committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  understood  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  about  to  move 
a  Vote. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
remarked,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
himself  said  that  he  desired  to  make  a 
statement. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that,  in  the 
ordinary  coarse,  the  Committee  would 
begin  where  they  left  off ;  but  h«  pro- 
posed that  the  Votes  for  Law  Charges 
and  ProseoationB  in  Ireland,  and  fcnr  the 
Court  of  Buikruptoy  in  Ireland,  which 
would  be  taken  first,  in  the  ordiiuury 
course,  should  be  postponed.  He,  &ere- 
fore,  intended  to  move  the  third  Vote  in 
Order— namely,  that  to  complete  the  sum 
of  £18,670  for  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exee»ding  £]2,6T0,  be 
granted  to  Her  Mijea^,  to  com  plate  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  CSiarge  vbich  wiU  come 
in  course  of  p^ment  during  th«  y«ar  ending  on 
the  3lBt  day(^ March  1885, for  ^eSalarieaand 
Expenses  of  the  OAce  for  the  Begiatntion  of 
Deeds  in  Ireland." 

Mb.  HEALY  wished  to  ask  the  Chair- 
man, upon  the  point  of  Order,  in  what 
way  the  manner  in  which  the  Secr^uy 
to  the  Treasury  was  acting  at  the  pre- 
sent  moment  could  be  challenged  7  But 
before  the  Chairman  gave  his  deoieicHi, 
he  should  like  to  |K)int  out  the  important 
points  that  were  involved  in  the  course 
now  proposed  to  be  taken.   They  wm 
pomued  yesterday  that  the  Votea  ahould 
be  taken  teriaiim^  and  they  had  oome 
down  to  the  House  that  day  with  the  in- 
tention of  BO  discussing  them.    It  was 
notorious  that  the  reason  why  it  was 
proposed  that  these  two  Votes  ahould  be 
postponed,  although  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  not  said  so.wasbeoause  they 
included  the  salary  of  Mx.  George  Bolton. 
The  idea  in  the  mind  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  therefore,  was  that  he 
would  wait  until  the  trial  in  Belfast,  in 
which  Mr.  Geoige  Bolton  was  ooncenied, 
was  over,  and  then,  if  the  verdict  was 
given  for  Bolton,  he  would  be  able  to 
come  down  to  the  House  trittmphantly, 
and  move  the  Vote.    The  OMttention  ik 
the  Irish  Members,  however,  was  that, 
no  matter  what  the  verdiot  aUglit  b»  in 
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Bel&st,  B(dtoD  ot^fht  to  be  diamisBed 
from  the  offioea  he  now  oconpied.  The 
▼eidioi  in  B^ftist  coidd  hare  nothing  to 
do  with.  B<^n'8  position.  The  point  to 
be  dedded  at  Belfast  was  whether  this 
man  had  been  libelled  in  having  been 
charged  with  committiDg  a  certain 
offenoe;  but  the  charge  made  against 
Bolton  in  the  House  of  Commons  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  He  was  oharged 
here  with  being  a  bankrupt,  a  fraudu- 
lont  trustee,  a  gentleman  who  had  acted 
dishonestly  in  regard  to  his  own  wife ; 
and  there  were  various  other  charges 
against  him  which  need  not  be  gone  into. 
It  was  a  monstrous  thing,  therefore,  for 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  attempt 
by  a  side-wind,  in  defiance  of  a  pledge 
vhioh  had  been  given  to  the  House,  to 
place  a  crown  of  glory  on  B<dton's  head, 
sftsr  the  verdict  at  Belfast  had  been 

Sivoa.  How  l(mg  were  these  Votes  to 
e  poBtjHHLed?  Would  they  postpone 
the  Bankruptcy  Vote  until  they  had  an 
oppMtnnity  of  hearing  the  decision  of 
Jodge  Walsh  upon  Bolton's  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy  ?  Judge  Walsh,  the  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  had  already 
postponed  Bolton's  case  in  that  Court  for 
10  days,  and  they  would  arrive  at  the 
9th  of  August  before  they  could  possibly 
get  the  decision  of  that  Judge.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treaenn'  intended  to  postpone  the 
Bankmptcy  vote  until  a  decision  had 
been  given  in  that  case  also ;  or  whether 
these  votes  were  to  be  postponed  simply 
in  view  of  the  trial  which  was  to  take 
place  in  Belfast  that  day  ?  If  he  did  so 
intend  to  postpone  the  Vote  for  the  bank- 
mptcy proceedings,  he  (If  r.  Healy)  must 
say  ^at  a  more  uncalled  for,  or  a  more 
unheard  of,  prooeeding  had  never  taken 
plaee  in  that  House.  What  he  wished 
to  ask  was — whether  Ihe  postponement 
asked  tor  was  merely  in  oonsequenoe  of 
the  proceedings  in  Belfast,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Vote,  or  whether 
evwytbing  relating  to  Bolt(m  was  to  be 
put  off  until  after  the  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy ;  and  whether  the 
Honse  was  to  be  kept  sitting  until  there 
was  a  final  decision  as  to  whether 
George  Bolton  was  a  bankrupt  or  not  ? 

Ijoao  EANDOLPH  CHUEOHILIj,  as 
a  point  of  Order,  wished  to  say  that  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  moved  the 
postponement  of  threeVotes.  ["  No!  '*]  He 
bad  diatinotly  heard  the  hon.  Gentleman 
pa.y  that  he  intended  to  move  the  post- 


poDoment  of  three  Votes.  He  wanted  to 
know  whether  that  could  be  done — whe- 
ther, if  the  Votes  were  not  moved  in 
their  proper  order,  the  Votes  left  out 
were  not  withdrawn  from  the  Estimates 
bv  that  course  of  action  ? 

'The  CHAIRMAN:  There  is  no  obli- 
gation to  take  the  Votes  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand  in  the  Estimates. 
The  hoa.  Oentleman  can  propose  any 
Vote  in  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
which  is  upon  the  Paper  for  considera- 
tion to-day.  He  is  not  obliged  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Estimates  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  here  in  the  Book  of 
Estimates. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  OOWEN  remarked, 
that  if  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
were  not  absolutely  bound  to  take  the 
Votes  in  the  order  in  whioh  they  stood, 
he  ought  to  give  some  explanatiou  of 
the  course  he  proposed  to  take.  Some 
time  ago,  a  Question  was  directly  put  to 
the  hon.  Oentleman  as  to  the  order  in 
whioh  the  Estimates  would  be  taken,  and 
he  had  then  stated  that  they  would  be 
taken  in  their  regular  order.  It  was 
distinctly  within  bis  (Mr.  Coweu's)  own 
knowledge  that  that  answer  was  given, 
and  yet  now,  without  any  explanation 
whatever,  the  hon.  Oentleman  asked  the 
Committee  to  deviate  from  that  arrange- 
ment. He  thought  the  hon.  Gentlemaii 
might  fairly  be  asked  if  there  was  any 
reason  for  that  course  ? 

Mb.  COTJETNEY  said,  he  had  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  giving  his 
reason  for  postponing  these  Votes.  He 
had  thought  that,  in  making  the  pro- 
posal, he  vraa  really  oonsmting  the 
wishes  of  hon.  Members  opposite,  for  it 
was  only  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  last 
that  they  had  proposed  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Valuation  Vote  while  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Bolton's  action  was  pending. 
On  that  occasion  hon.  Members  urged 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Vote,  or  its  post- 
ponement until  the  trial  was  over.  As 
the  same  questions  could  be  raised  on 
the  Votes  for  Criminal  Prosecutions  and 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  he  had  thought 
that  he  would  be  consulting  the  conve- 
nience of  the  Irish  Members  by  not 
taking  those  two  VotM  now,  while  the 
trial  was  prooeeding.  That  was  hia 
simple  reason  for  asking  for  a  postpone- 
ment. He  certainly  thought  that  the 
House  would  be  in  a  better  position  to 
discuss  those  Votes  on  Thund^  thaa 
they  were  then.  [Ut.Hsalt:  No.]  A? 
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he  had  eoid,  that  was  the  real  reason  wh  j 
he  asked  the  Oommittee  to  pot  aside  this 
Tote  for  the  present.  He  had  no  inte- 
rest in  the  matter,  either  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  that  upon  the  last 
occasion  on  which  the  Votes  came  on  a 
number  of  Irish  Totes  were  allowed  to 
pass  without .  question,  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  Estimates  would  be 
proceeded  with  tariatint.  Whatever  re- 
commendation the  course  now  proposed 
might  have  in  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, it  certainly  amounted  to  a  breach 
of  faith  with  the  Committee.  If  the  hoo. 
Q-entlemaa  wished  to  get  through  Supply 
for  Ireland,  without  the  case  of  Mr. 
George  Bolton  being  discussed,  he  would 
have  Tery  considerably  to  disorganize  the 
order  of  the  Totes,  as  Mr.  Bolton  took  a 
salary  under  most  of  them.  The  claims 
of  George  Bolton  upon  the  Crown  were 
comprised  in  various  Totes.  It  was 
quite  true  that  he  took  a  salary  imder 
the  Criminal  Prosecutions  Tote,  and  hie 
character  and  antecedents  would  come 
under  the  purview  of  the  Committee 
when  the  vote  for  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy was  reached.  Upon  Totes  29 
and  SO  the  Irish  Members  would  also 
be  entitled  to  call  Bolton  to  account  in 
relation  to  his  visits  to  certain  Irish  pri- 
sons in  connection  with  the  Constaon- 
lary.  Upon  Totes  7  and  8,  in  COass  m., 
an  opportunity  would  also  be  aflbrded 
for  discussing  George  Bolton's  affairs. 
Therefore,  there  must  be  an  extreme 
disorganization  of  the  Business  of  Sap- 
ply,  if  everything  upon  which  Mr.  Bol- 
ton's conduct  could  he  discussed  was  to 
be  postponed.  He  would  only  point  out, 
further,  that  the  present  proposal  in- 
volved a  reversal  of  the  Constitutional 
theory  that  Supply  was  the  proper  occa- 
sion for  calling  attention  to  gnevanoes. 
He  presumed  that  it  was  because  griev- 
ances existed  in  the  case  of  George  Bol- 
ton that  the  facts  relattDg  to  his  salary 
and  employment  were  not  brought  be- 
fore the  House  on  the  last  occasion  the 
Tote  for  Bolton's  salary  was  brought  on. 
In  that  case,  there  was  no  previous  No- 
tice ;  but  on  this  oocasionf  the  Tote  was 
brought  on  after  a  Notice,  to  a  certain 
extent,  had  been  given,  and  the  Irish 
Members  had  oome  down  f6r  the  express 

forpose  of  discussing  Bolton's  career, 
t  was,  therefore,  bighly  objectionable 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  should 
sow  suddenly  seek  to  withdraw  the  Tote 


from  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
in  order  that  he  might  plunge  into 
others,  to  which  the  Committee  had  no 
opportunity  of  devoting  their  attention. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  OHUBOHILL 
said,  he  hoped  the  Ghsvernment  would 
not  press  this  oourse  of  ppooeduro,  be- 
cause it  was  not  only  an  abandonment 
of  the  pledge  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  himself  given  to  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, but  it  was  a  total  departure  from 
the  pledf^e  given  by  the  Pnme  Minister 
to  the  House  at  large,  that  the  Totes 
would  be  discussed  wriatim.  Only  yes- 
terday, an  attempt  was  made  to  persuade 
the  Prime  Minister  to  take  them  a  little 
out  of  their  turn ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  distinctly  told  the  House  he 
was  not  able  to  do  so,  because  he  had 
promised  to  take  them  t^rtaiim.  All 
this  jumpiog  about  from  Tote  to  Tote 
was  extremely  inconvenient  for  those 
who  wished  to  discuss  a  particular  Tote 
— such,  for  instance,  as  the  Diplomatic 
Tote — and  had  been  calculating  when  it 
would  be  reached.  If  any  hon.  Mmiber 
was  inclined  to  go  to  a  Division  against 
the  proposal  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  he  (Lord  Randolph  C&orolull) 
would  certainly  support  him,  as  a  pro- 
test against  this  alteration  of  the  original 
arrangement  of  the  Government.  He 
oould  only  regard  the  proposal  aa  an 
attempt  to  evade  a  Constitutional  dieons- 
sion  in  that  House,  and  as  far  as  the 
plea  went  that  they  were  not  to  cousidw 
certain  Totes  in  Supply,  because  an  action 
brought  by  a  private  individual  was 
pending,  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a 
remarkably  singular  one.  What  had 
the  House  of  Commons  to  do  with  the 
proceedings  in  the  Law  Courts  ;  and 
what  had  the  proceedings  in  the  Law 
Courts  to  do  with  the  Totes  in  Supply 
in  the  House  of  Commons?  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  Supply  had 
nothing  to  do  with  actions  pending  in 
the  Law  Courts,  and  it  was  altogether 
unconstitutional  for  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasuty  to  put  forward,  such  a  plea 
aa  a  ground  for  delaying  the  Tote. 

Mr.  TBETELTAN  said,  the  point 
which  had  been  raised  was  a  veiy  nar- 
row one.  He  had  oome  down  th«e  fully 
prepared  to  disouss  the  Tote  for  Law 
Charges  and  Criminal  Proseentions ;  but 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  who  had  been  attending  more 
recently  to  the  debates  on  the  matter, 
had  led  him  to  imagina.fhat  it  wpold 
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mm  «(HiTeiii«it  to  the  Oomnittee  if  this 
Vote  were  postponed.  He  was  abso- 
lately  certain  that  his  hon.  Friend  had 
no  other  motive  in  the  course  he  had 
suggested ;  but  he  had  gathered  that 
that  was  the  wish  of  the  House,  from 
the  debate  which  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day last.  It  was  pretty  plain,  however, 
from  the  discussion  which  had  just  taken 
)^aoe,  that  such  was  not  the  wish  of  the 
Committee,  and  he  was  anxious,  there- 
fore, with  the  shortest  possible  expendi- 
ture of  time,  to  revert  to  the  ori^nal 
order  of  the  Estimates.  He  would  re- 
mind the  noble  Lord  that  it  was  not 
always  the  Qoverament  who  wished  to 
postpone  particular  Estimates,  or  to  take 
them  out  of  their  proper  order.  Hitherto, 
on  Uiree  or  four  occasions,  the  Irish 
Bstimatea  had  been  taken  out  oi  their 
pnroer  course  at  the  snggastion,  and 
with  the  fiill  oonourrenoe,  of  the  Irish 
Members.  It  was  always  a  proceeding 
ihe  Ooveniment  were  unwilling  to  resort 
to,  and  they  were  quite  ready  to  with- 
draw the  Vote,  and  proceed  with  the 
Vote  for  Law  Charges. 
-  Mb.  HEALY  :  The  Government  will 
withdraw  the  Vote  ? 

Mb.  TBBVELYAN  :  Yes. 

Motion,  by  leave,  mtkiraun. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  ntm,  not  exceeding  £49,031,  Ite 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  tain 
Decenary  to  debay  the  Oharg*  which  will 
oome  in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  3lBb  day  of  Match  1885,  of  Criminal 
ProeecutionB  and  other  I^aw  Ohargei  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act 
16ftl6Vio.  e:88." 

Mb.  sexton  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Irish  Members  had  a  right, 
upon  this  Vote,  to  demand  from  the  Go- 
vemmeDt  very  full  and  particular  expla- 
nations. He  confessed  that  he  regarded 
it  as  an  Estimate  of  a  very  suspicions 
character,  and  he  did  not  think  that  it 
wae  the  Irish  Members  only  who  bad. 
the  right,  or  the  iodinatioa,  to  demand 
from  the  Government  explanations  in 
regard  to  it ;  but  every  Member  of  the 
House,  whether  he  came  from  Ireland 
or  not,  who  had  a  regard  fbr  the  inte- 
restsoif  public  economy  and  the  purity 
of  the  PuUio  Bwvioe,  would  be  startled, 
if  not  disgtuted,  by  the  extravagant 
amoutt  of  the  Estimate  now  before  the 
OommittM.  The  first  faot  upon  which 
3i«  desired  to  futfoi  the  att»tion  of  tiie 


Oommittee  was  ttie  eztraordinaxy  one 
that  the  amount  of  the  Vote  had,  during 
the  past  year,  undergone  no  materi^ 
diminution.  The  amount  last  year  was 
slightly  over  £100,000.  The  amount 
now  was  only  £1,000  less,  because  the 
Committee  were  asked  to  vote  £99,031 
for  this  year's  cost  of  the  Law  Charges 
and  Criminal  Prosecutions  in  Ireland. 
He  would  not  quarrel  with  the  undimi- 
nished amount  of  the  Vote,  if  it  could  be 
contended,  or  if  it  could  be  alleged,  that 
crime  had  not  greatly  fallen  off,  and  that 
tranquillity  had  not  greatly  increased  in 
Ireland.  He  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretaiy  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  he  had  in- 
augurated his  part  of  the  Business  of 
the  Session  by  a  remarkable  speech 
which  still  lingered  in  the  memory  of 
most  hon.  Members — a  speech  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  congratulated 
the  House  and  the  country  on  the  great 
improvement  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  state  of  crime  in  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  told  the  House, 
still  more  recently,  that  the  diminution 
and  falling  off  of  crime  was  still  going 
on,  and  that  tranquillity  was  generally 
on  the  increase  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country.  Indeed, 
he  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  but 
for  some  isolated  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  Orange  Brotherhood  in  the  Froviooe 
of  TTlater,  they  would  have  enjoyed  last 
year  a  very  quiet  winter  in  Ireland.  He 
might  also  refer  to  the  great  change 
which  was  visible  to  anyone  who  glanced 
over  the  criminal  calendar,  or  who 
studied  the  speeches  of  the  OonntyOhair- 
men,  and  contrasted  them  with  a  similar 
calendar  of  crime  and  speeches  a  year  or 
two  ago,  they  would  be  aware  that  the 
outrages,  which  were  then  counted  by 
the  hundred,  were  now  counted  by  the 
unit.  The  Betnms  of  special  outrages 
were  for  the  most  part  blank.  The 
Judges  of  Assize,  instead  of  painting  in 
vivid  colours  the  growth  of  crime  and 
the  disorganization  of  society,  were  now 
vieing  with  each  other  in  congratulating 
the  Grand  Juries  of  the  various  counties 
on  the  disappearance  of  crime.  They 
had  heard  of  the  presentation  of  white 
gloves  this  year  in  many  cities  of  Ire- 
land,  and  they  had  also  heard,  what  it 
would  be  difficult  to  rival  either  in  Eng- 
land €ft  Scotland,  that  the  Judges  of 
Ajmm  had  themselTea  been  the  reoi- 
pioite  of  white  ^bvet.  For  a  long  time 
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gran  crioiM  had  ahnoat  mtirely  diai^ 
peared,  and  erery  kind  of  arime  was 
beooming  rare.  That  being  ao,  he  called 
upon  the  (Joremment  to  account  for  the 
inflated  eondition  of  this  Estimate  for 
Iaw  Charges  and  Criminal  Frosacations. 
Crime  was  the  material  from  which  pto- 
aecutions  largely  spmng.  The  Gorem- 
ment  of  Ireland,  however,  appeared  to 
be  able  to  make  bri^  without  straw, 
and  to  canry  on  prosecntions  although 
crime  bad  Tvactically  ceased.  That  was 
an  anomaly  which  he  called  npon  the 
Gorenimenttoezplun.  He  found  on  Page 
273  of  the  present  Estimates  certain  items 
whidi  seemed  to  bim  to  go  fiur  towards 
e^laining  this  eztraoidinaiy  eondition 
of  aSiuis.  The  salary  of  the  Attorney 
Oennal  for  bdand  was  £1,169  a-year ; 
and  he  was  entitled  also,  in  the  ahape  of 
an  allowance  in  lieu  of  fees  now  abolished, 
to  the  sum  of  £1,420,  making  the  total 
em<daments,  in  the  way  of  salary  re- 
ceived by  the  Irish  Attorney  General 
for  the  year,  £2,679.  The  salary  of  the 
Solicitor  Qeneral  was  £974,  and  he  was 
entitled,  by  way  of  an  allowance  in  lien 
of  fees  aliolished,  to  a  further  sum  of 
£800,  making  the  salary  of  the  Solioitor 
General  £1.774;  and,  with  the  £2,579 
paid  to  the  Attorney  General,  making 
the  salaries  of  the  two  Law  Officers 
£4,853  a-year.  He  asked  the  Commit- 
tee to  turn  now  to  an  item  in  the  £ati- 
matee  under  the  head  of  Fees  to  the  Law 
Officers  in  tiie  course  of  the  year  for 
which  die  Estimate  was  framed — ^feea  to 
tlu  Attorn^  (General  for  oondiuting  cri- 
minal jffosecutions  and  other  oontentionB 
business,  and  also  similar  fees  to  the 
BoHcitor  General,  amounting  to — what 
did  the  Committee  think  ? — ^to  the  sum  of 
£8,000.  The  salaries  paid  to  these  two 
Officers  amounted  to  £4,000,  and  their 
fees  for  directing  prosecutions  to  £8,000. 
Now,  he  contended  that  if  the  salaries 
of  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  were  too  small,  they 
ought  to  be  increased.  So  far  as  the 
SoBcitor  General  was  concerned,  he 
knew  him  to  be  a  meet  careful  and 
painstaking  Officer ;  and  if  his  remune- 
ration was  inauffioient,  he  was  satisfied 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  make  a 
reaeonable  inoreaae.  But  he  did  object 
to  Uie  system  on  which  these  Law  Offi- 
cers were  pud— namely,  one-third  by 
salaries,  aiui  two-thirds  by  fees.  The 
Law  Uffioers  of  the  Crown  shared  the 
Iieritage  whioh  was  tiie  common  lot  of 
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human  nature ;  and  it  was  not  fair  to 

theoi,  not  omsiderate  to  the  public,  to 
put  the  bulk  of  theur  income  on  a  system 
which  obliged  ibem  to  direct  proeeoa- 
tions  in  order  that  they  might  get  fees. 
He  would  mneh  prefer  that  the  salaries 
of  these  Law  Officers  should  be  fixed  at 
£8,000,  because,  if  the  learned  Solicitor 
General,  in  addition  to  the  £1,700  he 
received  in  the  shape  of  salary,  waa  to 
receive  £2,000  or  £3,000  more,  in  ac- 
cord n  nee  with  Uie  number  of  proeeca- 
tions  he  directed,  it  was  evident  that  a 
direct  premium  was  held  oat  in  favoar 
of  prosecntions.  He  should  be  aorty  to 
say  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man woold  direct  a  jnosecotion  nnless 
he  foond  am|de  cause  for  doing  so ;  but 
what  he  contended  was,  that  they  vers 
subjeoting  the  hoB.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  a  temptation  which  he  ought  not 
to  be  placed  under.  He  eatireJy  con- 
demned the  system  of  fees,  and  be  was 
of  opinion  that  both  the  Solioitor  Gene- 
ral and  the  Attorney  General  ongbt  to 
be  paid  for  the  services  they  performed 
by  salary,  and  that  the  temptation  and 
indueement  ought  not  to  be  held  out  to 
them  to  direct  proaeoutione  in  order  that 
they  might  receive  the  fees.  Then, 
again,  it  would  be  seen  from  the  Esti- 
mate that  the  fees  of  Counsel,  other 
than  the  Attorney  General  and  Solicitor 
General,  for  conduotiog  Crown  prosecu- 
tions, whioh  amounted  last  year  to 
£18,600,  had  amounted  this  year  to 
£17,000.  In  the  name  of  reasm,  and 
in  ^e  name  of  common  sense,  he  asked 
the  learned  Solicitor  General  and  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  make  it  apparent  and  inteUigibl«  how 
it  was  that  the  amount  of  fees  to  Counsd 
in  Ireland  remained  practically  the  same 
as  last  year,  in  face  of  the  notorious  fact 
that  the  gaols  were  empty,  that  agrarian 
crime  had  disappeared,  that  crime  of  any 
kind  was  of  rare  occurrence,  and  that  tiie 
Judges  had  nothing  to  o£fer  to  the  Grand 
Juries  but  congratulations  on  the  peace, 
order,  and  tranquillity  whioh  prevailed 
throughont  the  country.  Then,  again, 
there  was  this  year,  as  there  was  last 
year,  an  item  of  Miscellaneous  Chai^fes, 
under  which  would  probably  be  fbund 
the  special  exprasee  of  persona  like 
George  Bolton,  who  went  to  tiie  West 
of  Ireland  in  order  to  visit  a  prismer, 
and  soooeeded  in  driving  him  to  a  state 
of  desperation,  and  then  to  the  oonmiis- 
■ion  of  amcide.    The  ICisoeUaneom 
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Ofaarges  last  year  were  £5,679,  and  this 
year  &ey  amounted  to  £6,740.  It  was 
qaite  evident  that  the  trade  of  prosecu- 
tion in  Ireland  was  a  merry  trade,  if  the 
saJaries  and  amounts  derived  from  it 
were  so  very  la^e.  There  was,  how- 
ever, another  sub-head  of  whioh  he 
aaked  for  an  explanation  from  the  Go- 
remment.  He  referred  to  the  expenses 
of  prosecutions  and  witnesses  previous 
to  the  ist  of  ApriL  According  to  the 
Eatoate,  tbey  amounted  to  £26,000  last 
year;  this  year  they  had  reached  the 
aame  total  of  £26,000.  What  was  the 
explanation  of  ?  He  was  afraid  it 
WW  a  sad  and  sorry  explanation.  It 
waa  one  of  the  most  dugracefnl  and 
acuidalouB  itema  in  the  lE^matoa,  the 
Baoney  beiog  spent,  in  reality,  va.  main- 
taining a  brood  of  social  Tipers — ia- 
formers  and  spies — men  who  were  easily 
engendered  by  unscrupulous  employers 
witii  plenty  of  money  in  their  huida, 
and  willing  to  ^end  it  lavishly;  but 
although  easily  engendered,  they  were 
not  so  easily  got  rid  of.  When  the 
Xixecutive  Government  once  took  into 
the  public  pay  a  body  of  creatures, 
whose  trade  was  perjuiy  —  when  once 
they  showed  them  that  the  necessity  for 
hard  work  on  their  part  was  over,  and 
that  they  could  live  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives  in  ease  and  plenty  by  merely  betray- 
ing  the  liberties  and  swearing  away  the 
lives  of  men — they  eatal^Ushed  a  lucorative 
bnaineaa  that  was  Tety  aot  to  thrive  on 
thmr  hands,  and  not  ukely  to  cease 
when  they  umply  deeired  it.  He  said 
that  this  £26,000  a<year,  which  was  a 
scandal  and  a  disgrace  to  the  Public 
Estimates,  was  being  spent  in  the  nur- 
ture and  sustenance  of  this  brood  of 
social  vipers.  He  was  entitled  to  be 
heard;  and  he  asserted  that  the  time 
had  come  when,  according  to  the  Oo- 
Temment's  own  figures  and  Beturas.  and 
tite  statements  of  their  own  Judges, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  criminal  or 
social  condition  of  the  country  to  justify 
the  continuance  of  this  charge,  and  that 
thc^  ought  to  feel  called  upon  to  discon- 
tinue it,  and  to  send  these  informers  and 
spies  about  their  businees.  He  could 
not  wonder  at  the  infltUion  of  the  Esti- 
mates when  he  considered  the  fact  that 
he  had  himself  been  oompelled  to  com- 
plain not  long  ago  in  tibat  House  of  the 
eonne  whicdbi  tiw  law  Officers  of  the 
Grown  were  pursuu^f.  He  had  fbnnd 
that  11  (rf  hi«  own  oonstituenti  had  been 


arrested  on  the  gravest  of  all  ponible 
charges  except  that  of  murder.  They 
were  taken  away  from  their  business, 
removed  from  their  families,  and  thrown 
into  prison  four  months  ago — men  occu- 
pying a  respectable  position,  against 
whose  character,  until  the  voice  of  the 
informer  was  listened  to,  nothing  had 
been  alleged ;  and  he  had  found  thrae 
men  remanded  week  after  week,  dealt 
with  by  private  inquiries  only,  and  the 
evidence  against  them  doled  out  by  in- 
stalments. After  four  months'  im- 
prisonment, when  the  Assizes  came 
round,  the  Orown,  on  the  flimaieat  of 
pretenoes,  declined  to  put  these  men 
upon  their  trial.  He  was  afraid  that 
the  country  would  have  to  go  on  paying 
these  enormous  sums  every  year  unless 
Parliament  oompelled  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment to  re&ain  Irom  arresting  at  random 
men  against  whom  there  was  no  evi- 
dence, and  whom  they  kept  in  prison, 
postponing  their  trial  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  hope  that  some  informer  would 
turn  up  against  them.  By  these  means, 
and  by  these  inflated  Estimates,  the 
purity  and  independence  of  the  Bar 
itself  were  injured,  if  not  destroyed,  and 
the  members  of  it  were  converted  into 
tmployit  of  the  Oastie,  because  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Irish  Bar  received  re- 
&eshers  during  the  prolonged  course  of 
every  one  oi  these  investigations.  What 
he  called  upon  the  Government  to  do 
was  to  retam  to  the  ordinary  paths  of 
Uie  Constitution.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  condition  of  Ireland  to  justify  the 
Ocmimittee  in  agreeing  to  this  Tote.  So 
long  as  oonspiraoies  existed  and  crime 
was  committed,  or  so  long  as  there  was 
anything  dangerous  or  threatening  in 
the  social  condition  of  Ireland,  no  one 
would  object  to  such  expenses  as  these  ; 
but  in  the  present  condition  of  Ireland 
the  claim  to  the  disallowanoe  of  this  ex- 
penditure was  irresistible  and  unanswer- 
able. He  would  say  to  the  English 
MemlMrs,  tiiat,  whatever  their  desire 
might  be  to  economize  the  expenditure 
of  public  money,  that  expenditure  would 
continue  to  go  on  year  after  year  until 
the  Government  refrained  from  arresting 
men  without  evidence,  and,  having  ar- 
rested them,  abstained  trosn  bringing 
th^  to  triaL  They  were  holding  uem 
in  prison  year  aftOT  year,  hoping  that 
some  informer  more  base  than  another 
might  turn  up  with  evidence,  instead  of 
brmging  every  man  whp  iras  arrested 
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to  trial  at  once,  with  a  view  to  his  oon- 
Tiotion  if  ffoil^.  If  Uiere  vas  aajthing 
nnnasonable  in  what  he  had  Btated,  he 
denred  the  Oorenunent  to  point  it  out. 
He  had  made  a  aeries  of  plain  assertions, 
and  he  held  them  to  apply  to  the  figares 
contained  in  the  official  Betunis.  If 
any  o£  his  allegations  oould  be  denied, 
let  him  have  the  denial.  This  assertion, 
at  any  rate,  could  not  be  denied,  be- 
cause it  rested  upon  undeniable  facts — 
namely,  that  the  claim  he  had  urged 
was  a  claim  vhich  neither  in  the  spirit 
of  good  goremmeDt,  nor  in  the  pur- 
Buanoe  of  a  wise  policy,  ought  to  be 
questioned.  He  wonld  leave  it  to  his 
hon.  Friends  near  him  to  consider  what 
reduotion  of  the  Vote  they  would  move 
in  respect  of  the  whole  of  this  horrible 
system  of  prolonged  examinations  and 
telsaoopic  trials  in  Ireland;  but  th«re 
was  one  sabjeot  npon  whioh  he  felt 
boand  himself  to  more  a  reduction.  He 
haA.  no  doubt  that  tha  Gh>TSnunent  and 
the  Gliief  Seoretaiy  wonld  antidpate 
what  he  was  about  to  say.  He  felt 
himself  again  obliged,  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  to  mention  the  name  of 
Qeorge  Bolton  ;  and  so  long  as  that  man 
eontinued  in  the  Public  Service,  and  he 
(If  r.  Sexton)  remained  a  Member  of  that 
House,  he  would  never  suffer  \d.  of 
public  money  to  be  voted  for  Mr. 
Bolton's  emolumente  without  giving  to 
the  proposition  the  utmost  resistance  he 
was  able  to  give  with  the  assistance  of 
his  Friends.  The  position  of  George 
Bolton  had  been  nuuile  a  little  more 
plain  since  his  case  had  been  discussed 
last  week.  There  was  some  doubt  last 
week  whether  Bolton  had  himself  lodged 
a  Petition  before  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  Dublin.  He  had  now  before 
him  a  copy  of  the  Petition,  and  it  showed 
b^(md  doubt  that  Bolton  himself  had 
applied  to  the  Oourt  of  Bankruptcy  for 
an  arrangement.  On  the  last  day  when 
the  case  was  under  disonssion,  it  was 
Bfud  that  if  an  English  Oivil  servant  of 
any  grade  had  plaeed  himself  in  a 
similar  position,  there  was  no  Depart- 
ment in  England  in  r^ard  to  which  the 
House,  and  even  the  Department  itself, 
would  not  have  demanded  hie  suspen- 
sion. He  contended  that  the  moment 
George  Bolton  brought  his  affairs  into 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  he  ought  to 
have  been  suspended.  The  qnestion 
whether  he  should  afterwards  resume 
his  post,  or  be  allowed  to  retain 
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might  very  well  be  left  to  await  the  re- 
sult of  the  Petition ;  bat  as  the  first  ai^ 
preliminary  etep,  the  Grown  shonld 
hare  snapended  Bolton  from  his  pnbtie 
offices  the  moment  he  applied  to  the- 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  to  effiaet  an  ar* 
rangement  between  his  creditors  and 
himself.  This  gentleman  owed,  not,  as 
had  been  said  before,  £90,000,  but 
£100,000;  and  he  appeared  to  derive 
from  the  fpublic  an  income  of  about 
£2,000  a-year.  He  had  given  Notiee  a 
few  days  ago  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  that  be  would  aak  him 
upon  this  Vote  what  was  the  amount  of 
emolument  derived  by  George  Bolton. 
It  was  well  known  that  he  had  £400 
a-year  as  Solicitor  to  the  Valuation  and 
BoundaryOffice;  thathehad£400  a-yeor 
aa  Crown  Solicitor  for  the  County  of  Tip- 
perary ;  and  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  would  now 
call  attention  to  a  stotement  made  in  the 
Irish  Court  of  Buikruptey  on  Friday 
last  The  learned  genUeman  wha  ap 
peared  iat  the  executors  under  the  will 
of  the  lato  Sophia  Bolton — ^the  wife  of 
this  official — asked  for  a  return  of 
Bolton's  salaries,  and  pointed  out  that, 
even  taking  the  account  whioh  had  been 
mentioned  last  year,  it  amounted  to  at 
least  £1,900  a-year.  Yet  this  man,  who 
was  receiving  from  public  employments 
£1,900  or  £2,000  a-year,  owed  between 
£90,000  and  £  100,000 ;  so  that  if  he  de- 
voted the  whole  of  his  income  to  the 
payment  of  his  creditors,  he  would 
arrive  at  a  complete  settlement  of  his 
affairs  somewhere  about  the  middle  of 
the  20th  oeatnry.  And  what  was  the  offer 
which  this  gentleman  made  to  his  ore* 
ditors  ?  He  had  offered — hon.  Members 
would  hardly  believe  the  audaoi^  that 
was  developed  in  the  bosom  of  an  Irish 
offiual— G^eorge  Bolton  had  offwed  to 
allot  £200  a-year  to  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors;  and  when  pressed  by  their 
representotive,  he  consented  to  increase 
the  sum  to  £300,  hut  would  not  go  be- 
yond that  amount.  From  that  date 
there  had  been  no  advance  upon  £-100 
a-year.  He  held  that  the  position 
ti^en  by  Mr.  Bolton  was  scanda- 
lous and  disgraceful ;  and  he  wanted 
to  know,  now  the  facts  had  been 
made  known,  whether  the  Govwnmeot 
meant  to  tolerate  his  continued  employ- 
ment ?  Was  it  not  an  audaotoas 
trifling  with  the  princi^es  of  justice  fOr 
a  man  owing  £90,0U0,  and  receiving 
£2,000  a-year  from  the  pablio  purae^  t» 
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appear  ia  Court  and  say  that  he  was  only 
viOiog  to  allotr  £300  for  the  settlement 
of  thedaims  of  his  creditors  ?  They  had 
been  t<^d  that  it  was  not  desirable  to 
discuss  this  Yote  that  day,  because  the 
trial,  in  which  George  Bolton  was 
plaintiff  aod  Mr.  O'Brien — the  Member 
for  Mallow — was  defendant,  was  pro- 
ceeding at  Belfast.  Now,  what  bad 
happened  at  Belfast  that  day?  Mr. 
Bolton  went  to  Belfast  to  defend  his 
character,  and  the  G-OTomment  were  so 
anxious  that  he  should  be  allowed  a  full 
opportunity  to  patoh  up  his  somewhat 
damaged  charaoter,  thattbey  were  nn- 
-willing  that  a  word  should  be  said  in 
the  House  in  the  discussion  of  his  salary 
until  the  trial  was  determined.  Mr. 
■Bi^ton  saw  himself  desoribed  ^m  week 
to  week  and  month  to  month  in  DniM 
Ir0iani  as  a  person  who  was  guilty  of 
fraud  and  forgery,  and  who  had  intro- 
duced the  arts  of  a  swindler  into  his  own 
hoDse,  and  defrauded  the  wife  who 
tnntedhim.  Bo  long  as  those  charges 
were  made  against  him  he  was  silent ; 
and  it  was  only  on  a  question  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  heading  of  a  paragraph, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  imputing  to 
him  .an  unnatural  ofifence,  that  Mr. 
Bolton  went  into  Court  to  clear  his 
ehsracter.  How  had  he  proceeded  to 
clear  his  character?  He  (Mr.  Sexton) 
was  informed  that  in  the  Court  at  Bel- 
fost  that  day  Mr.  Bolton  had  been  called 
upon  to  go  into  the  witness-box,  and 
tiiat  he  had  refused  to  do  so.  Bid  the 
Government  regard  that  as  fulfilling 
tiieir  hope  as  to  the  manner  in  which  a 
public  official  should  defend  his  charao- 
ter ?  Was  that  the  way  to  meet  accusa- 
ttons  of  the  kind  which  had  been  levelled 
i^^inst  Mr.  Bolton?  If  the  reports 
which  reached  him  from  Belfast  were 
tme,  and  no  one  could  doubt  them,  he 
maintained  that  the  case  against  Mr. 
O'Brien  had  already  closed,  and  by  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Bolton  to  go  into  the 
witness-box  to  offer  himself  for  exami- 
nation, and  to  throw  open  his  life  before 
the  jnry  and  the  Court — by  his  refusal 
to  go  through  that  ordeal — the  case 
f^ainst  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow ; 
(Mr.  O'Brien)  had  gone  by  default,  and 
George  Bolton  was  already  practically 
fooad  guilty.  He  (Mr.  Sexton)  begged 
to  more  the  rednetiou  of  the  Tote  by 
£1,600,  which,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to 
eatinutet  was  tiiat  portion  of  the  Tote 
whidi  leoald  otherwise  go  to  George 


Bolton  for  salaries  and  expenses;  and 
in  making  that  Motion  he  wonld  con- 
clude by  saying  that  he  awaited  with 
curiosity  to  learn  what  action  was  left 
for  the  CrowQ,  in  the  new  condition  of 
things  revealed  at  Belfast  that  day,  in 
carrying  further  their  obstinate  and 
unwise  defence  of  this  disgraoeful 
officiaL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
'*Tbat  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £47,431,  be 
granted  to  Her  MajeBty,  to  complete  tlie  sum 
necewary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  oourse  of  payment  daring  uie  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  d&yof  March  1685,  of  Criminal  Prosecn- 
tions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  in- 
cluding certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  15  and 
16  Vic.  c.  83."— (Jfr.  Sexton.) 

Mb.  TKEYELYAK  said,  the  hon. 
Member  fbr  SUgo  (Mr.  Sexton),  in  ap- 
proaching this  EsUmate  in  the  character 
of  an  economist,  regretted  that  the 
amount  had  undergone  no  material 
diminntion  since  last  year.  He  thought 
the  hon.  Member  would,  indeed,  have 
good  reason  to  regret  it  if  such  was  in 
any  sense  the  cose.  Undoubtedly  the 
Estimate  this  year  was,  on  the  face  of  it, 
very  much  the  same  as  last  year ;  but 
the  hon.  Member  had  omitted  a  moat 
important  consideration.  The  Estimate 
for  1883-4  was  £100,000;  the  Estimate 
for  1884-5  was  £99,000.  The  hon. 
Member,  however,  oould  not  have  for- 
gotten that  in  the  course  of  the  many 
debates  in  whioh  they  had  been  engaged 
this  year,  and  e^ecially  early  in  the 
Session,  the  Government  had  found  it 
necessary  to  bring  forward  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  of  something  over 
£15,000 ;  so  that  the  actual  Estimate  for 
last  year  amounted,  not  to  £100,000, 
but  to  £115,000;  and,  therefore,  the 
reduction  between  this  Estimate  and  the 
actual  Estimate  of  last  year  amounted 
to  £16,000.  The  hon.  Member  con- 
nected the  amount  of  the  Estimate  with 
the  state  of  crime  in  Ireland.  In  that 
respect  it  would  be  interesting  to  the 
economists  of  the  House  to  watch  the 
gradual  growth,  and  he  was  glad  to  add 
the  gradual  reduotion,  of  the  Estimate 
now  under  consideration,  and  to  observe 
how  closely  it  followed  the  oourse,  not  so 
much  of  crime  as  the  deteotionand  punish- 
ment of  crime  in  Ireland.  In  the  year 
1878-9  the  actual  expenditure  on  this 
Estimate  stood  at  £82,000.  It  was 
noticeable  that  Uiis  was  the  amount, 
roughly  speaking,  of  the  actual  expendi- 
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tun  of  tihe  Estimate  for  a  neat  number 
of  years  past.  Tliei'S  had  been  only  one 
exceptional  year  since  1870,  and  that 
was  the  year  1873'4.  In  that  case  there 
had  been  a  Supplementary  Estimate  of 
£22,000,  -frbich  brought  up  the  expendi- 
ture upon  the  Law  Ohargesto  £100,000. 
That  was  the  year  in  which  the  riot 
cases  in  the  Phoenix  Park  were  tried,  and 
the  Estimate  was  swelled  by  a  consider- 
able amount  of  expenditure  on  what 
might  be  termed '  the  pufalio  litigation 
which  took  place  before  the  period  on 
which  he  was  about  to  enter.  In  1878 
the  actual  expenditure  was  £82,000. 
In  1879-80  the  actual  expoiditure  was 
£80,244;  but  in  the  last  months  of 
1879  and  in  f^e  earlier  months  of  1880 
—with  inorefuiDg  velooity  throughout 
1880— that  state  of  crime  began  which 
the^  had  all  deplored,  and  the  first  signs 
of  it  were  shown  in  the  Estimates  of 

1880-  1,   which  rose  to  £87,000.  In 

1881-  2,  as  crime  grew  worse,  the  Esti- 
mate rose  to  £105,000. 

Me.  sexton  :  The  Estimate  or  the 
npenditure  ? 

Me.  TKEVELTAN:  The  expendi- 
ture. In  1681-2  the  upeuditure  rose 
to  £105,000.  In  1682-3,  which  he  took 
to  hare  been  a  sort  of  culminating  point 
when  the  state  of  crime  was  worse  and 
its  detection  bad  begun,  the  Estimate 
rose  to  £118,000.  In  1883-4  the  actaal 
expenditure,  as  shown  by  the  bills  al- 
ready got  in  up  to  the  present  time, 
amoimted  to  £110,633. 

Me.  SEXTON:  £10,000  orer  the 
Estimate. 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN:  £10,000  over 
the  Estimate,  and£7,000undertheoom- 
bined  Estimate  and  Supplementary  Es- 
timate together.  That  was  to  say,  that 
while  the  expenditure  for  the  detection 
and  suppression  of  crime  had  risen  gra- 
dually from  £82,000   to  £118,000,  in 

1882-  3  the  actual  expenditure  fell  off  by 
about  £8,000,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able 
to  ascertain.  Being  aDxious  not  to  hare 
a  Supplementary  Estimate,  they  had 
estimated  the  expenditure  in  November 
and  December  at  £09,000,  thtis  showing 
another  steady  falling  off.  He  had  every 
reason  to  hope  that  next  year,  by  which 
time  not  only  would  crime  have  very 
much  diminished  from  what  it  was  at  its 
worst,  but  its  detection  would  have  be- 
gun to  be  much  less  material  in  its 
operation,  and,  therefore,  much  less 
aotire,  they  woiUd  be  able^  judging  from 
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the  actual  expenditure  of  1884-5,  to 
make  *a  very  sensible  reduction  in  the 
Estimates  of  1885-6.  To  show  how 
completely  this  was  the  case,  and  how 
far  this  expenditure  was  due,  not  to 
salaries,  but  to  the  actual  operation  of  the 
punishment  and  detection  of  crime  both 
present  and  old,  he  had  taken  out  the  fees 
to  the  Law  Officers,  the  fees  to  couned, 
the  general  law  expenses  in  regard  to 
prosecutions,  and  the  witnesses*  ex- 
penses, as  items  whit^  spoke  of  the 
actual  work  done ;  and  he  found  that  in 
1878-9  they  amounted  to  £48,000,-  in 
1880-1  to  £55,000;  1881-2.  £74,000; 
1882-3,  £83,000;  1883-4,  75.000;  and 
the  present  Estimate  was  £69,000,  which 
brought  the  expenses  upon  these  itons 
down  to  £14,000  below  the  actual  ex- 
penditure of  1882>8.  The  bon.  Man- 
ber  for  81igo  (Mr.  Sexton)  thought  this 
was  not  a  sufficient  reduction  to  repre- 
sent the  actual  diminution  of  crime ;  hut 
it  was,  nevertheless,  a  large  reduction, 
and  a  steady  reduction.  Grime  had 
fallen  off,  and  so  had  the  expenditure ; 
and  he  was  bound  to  say  tluit  a  great 
part  of  the  tranquillity  which  Irelsnd 
now  enjoyed  was  due  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  crimes  in  the  past  had  been 
dragged  to  light,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  followed  up — an  opera- 
tion still  going  on,  and  which  had  cer- 
tainly not  yet  come  to  an  end.  [Ifr. 
Pajlnsli.:  Hear,  hear!]  He  hoped 
that  all  hon.  Gentlemen  would  cheer 
that  sentiment.  The  detection  of  past 
crime  was  one  of  the  most  impOTtant 
funotions  of  tlie  Qoremment.  It  must 
be  remembered,  however,  that  they 
must  not  talk  even  of  a  diminution  ot 
crime  with  too  much  triumph.  It  was 
quite  true  that  a  bmeficial  change  had 
taken  place  up  to  that  momrat.  The 
outrages  reported  in  soma  months  of 
the  year  had  fallen  very  much  in  num- 
ber below  what  were  recorded  in  the 
most  peaceful  years  in  Ireland.  Bai 
the  country  was  still,  in  some  districts 
especially,  in  a  state  where  justice  must 
stUl  keep  a  tight  hand  upon  crime  and 
disorder ;  and  although  the  expenditure 
upon  j  ustice  must  be  most  closely  watched, 
and  reductions  made,  he  maintained  that 
reductions  had  been  made  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  afford  suffioieut  scope  iot 
the  operations  of  justice,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  gratifying  the  eoonomiste  <rf 
that  House.  He  by  no  means  wished  to 
boast;  bnt  he  still  desured  to  impreM 
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upon  the  Committee  that»  taking  the 
actaal  Estimates  of  last  year,  and  the 
actual  Estimates  of  this,  there  was  an 
actual  reduction  of  about  £19,000. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  asked  if  his 
right  hon.  Friend  could  give  the  actual 
number  of  cases  represented  in  the  pro- 
secutions last  year  r 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  he  was  not 
able  to  say  that. 

Mb.  MOUjOT  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  give  any  indication 
within  30  or  50? 

Me.  TREVELTAN  said,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  was  even  able  to  give  that 
iofbrmation ;  nor  was  he  aware  that  the 
Betnms  even  in  tilie  case  of  England 
gave  judicial  statiatica  in  tiiatreapeot. 
He  was  under  the  impression,  so  fur  as 
Ireland  was  concerned,  that  the  judicial 
statistics  were  notjdrawn  on  the  principle 
of  giving  a  Hetum  of  that  kind.  The 
hon.  Member  for  SUgo  (Mr.  Sexton)  ob- 
jected to  the  system  on  which  the  Irish 
Law  Officers  were  paid.  Although  he 
admitted  that  their  salaries  were  small 
in  proportion  to  those  of  the  English 
Law  Officers,  the  hon.  Qentteman  said  the 
salaries  ought  to  bear  a  larger  propor- 
tion to  the  expenditure  which  was  in- 
curred in  the  shape  of  fees.  The  hon. 
Member  objected  to  the  pajnnent  of 
fees  as  holding  out  an  inducement  to  the 
Law  Officers  to  promote  prosecutions, 
although,  at  the  same  time,  he  added 
that  he  did  not  think  the  Solicitor  Oene- 
rftl  was  influenced  by  that  fact.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  must  remember  that 
prosecutions  were  not  always  bad 
things.  He  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  heard 
from  the  Benches  on  which  the  hon. 
Member  eat  a  very  warm  protest 
against  the  Oovemment  abstaining 
from  prosecutions  in  certain  cases.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  were  constantly  re- 
ferring to  cases  in  which  tbey  thought 
there  ought  to  be  prosecutions.  Only 
that  day  he  had  informed  an  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  who  sat  near  the  hon.  Member 
that  a  person  who  had  falsified  voting 
papers  would  prebably  be  prosecuted, 
and  that  information  appeared  to  give 
the  hon.  Gentleman  some  satisfaction. 
But  he  himself  reminded  the  hon.  Mem. 
ber  for  SUgo  (Mr.  Sexton)  that,  as  far 
as  the  payment  by  fees  appertained,  it 
appertained  in  preventing  proseontions 
miioh  onght  not  to  be  undertaken  from 
being  set  on  foot.  An  uncalled-f(n>  pro- 
secution was  disgraceful,  and  the  injury 


done  to  the  reputation  of  the  Law  Offi- 
cers who  set  it  on  foot,  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  it  was  set  on  foot  from  any 
such  motive,  woald  be  infinitely  greater 
than  any  compensation  that  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  fees.  The  hon.  Member 
had  referred  to  the  imprisoDment  without 
trial  of  a  number  of  persons  in  a  district 
where  his  own  political  opinions  had 
great  influence. 

Mb.  SEXTON  said,  that  since  he  last 
spoke  he  had  received  a  telegram  from 
the  Tubbercurry  prisoners,  who  wished 
to  have  it  pressed  upon  the  House  that 
their  trial  should  take  place  on  the  5th 
of  August,  and  intimating  their  willing- 
ness to  waive  all  right  to  notice — sueh 
as  that  which  was  required  to  be  given  in 
a  change  of  venue. 

Mr.  tBETELYAN  said,  it  was  unfor- 
tunate that  those  telegrams  came  during 
the  debate,  and  thus  acquired  additions 
interest  from  so  coming,  because  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  that  they  could 
receive  the  attention  which  properly 
ought  to  be  given  to  them.  He  would 
certainly  prefer  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Solicitor  General  should  con- 
sider the  bearing  of  this  request,  as  he 
certainly  could  not  answer  off-hand  what 
would  be  the  proper  course  to  take.  He 
could  only  seyi  m  regard  to  the  com- 
plaints ox  the  hon.  Member  of  the  ar- 
rests of  men  on  insufficient  evidence, 
that  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  the  early 
days  of  the  suppression  of  the  stato 
crime  which  baa  existed  in  Ireland,  it 
was  pcHSsifale,  as  it  was  in  the  ease  <d  a 
terrible  war,  for  things  to  have  been 
done  hastily  in  the  way  of  arrests,  and 
from  the  want  of  proper  oommunications 
having  been  kept  up  between  the  Law 
Officers  and  others  who  were  Law  Offi- 
cers no  longer,  and  the  responsible  ma- 
gistrates and  police.  He  did  not  know 
much  about  the  facts  of  this  particular 
case  ;  but  nothing  had  engaged  his  at- 
tention more  than  this— namely,  the 
propriety  of  impressing  upon  all  those 
who  were  concerned  in  the  detection  of 
crime  that  they  were  not  to  make  ar- 
rests, except  in  serious  oases,  until  the 
case  had  been  laid  in  full  before  the 
Law  Officers.  That  ought  not  to  be 
done  except  in  the  most  exceptional 
cases,  where  the  suspected  person  was 
likely  to  leave  the  country,  or  where 
there  was  imminent  dimger  of  a  crime 
being  about  to  be  committed.  Excep- 
tional droumstances  only  woidd  warrant 
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a  sudden  arrest  being  made,  because  a 
Buddon  and  ill-coniudcred  arrest  was  fre- 
quently productive  of  fatal  results.  He 
had  been  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
fo7  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  lay  particuiar 
emphasis  upon  this  particular  case,  be- 
cause it  made  him  think  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber realized  the  fact  that  there  were  not 
many  uofortuuate  men  still  left  in  the 
position  of  being  remanded  over  and 
over  again.  He  believed  that  resulted 
from  the  caution  now  displayed  by  per- 
sons in  authority,  who  saw  that  arrests 
■were  not  made  without  very  great  deli- 
beration, and  on  a  full  case  being  eetab- 
lished.  He  thought  he  had  now  gone 
through  everything  the  hon.  Member 
had  Sieged,  with  the  exception  of  his 
remarks  in  reference  to  Mr.  Bolton.  He 
must  say  that  he  deprecated  any  conclu- 
sion being  drawn — such  as  the  hon. 
Member  had  drawn  from  the  telegram 
he  had  read  to  the  House.  He  knew 
nothing  about  the  facts  of  the  case ;  but 
he  could  very  well  conceive  that  when  a 
very  grave  charge  had  been  made,  and 
the  person  who  made  it  was  being  prose- 
cuted as  a  libeller — he  could  well  con- 
ceive that  before  going  into  the  box  to 
be  examined  as  to  the  whole  of  his  life, 
on  any  question  which  might  be  put  to 
him,  the  plaintiff  might  insist  that  some 
primd  facie  ease  should  bo  made  out 
against  him.  He  might  give  an  instance 
in  illuEtration  of  what  he  meant.  If  a 
man  was  charged  with  having  stolen  a 
watch,  he  might  bring  an  action  for  libel, 
'  but  refuse  to  go  into  the  box  to  be  exa- 
mined as  to  whether,  at  a  contested  elec- 
tion, he  had  given  a  man  b$.  to  buy  some 
ale.  He  might  insist  that  ajwimd  fade 
case  of  hia  having  stolen  the  watch 
should  be  made  out,  in  the  first  instance, 
and  that  the  libel  should  be  properly 
established  before  he  was  called  upon  to 
refute  it.  But  he  did  not  think  that  this 
was  a  case  to  be  argued  in  Parliament 
while  it  was  pending  in  a  Court  of  Law, 
and  he  had  no  wish  to  argue  it.  But  if 
the  hon.  Member  thought  it  right  to 
prejudice  the  case  against  Mr.  Bolton 
during  the  progress  of  the  trial  by  com- 
menting upon  a  single  fact  which  had 
come  to  his  knowledge,  and  which  might 
bear  a  very  different  complexion  from 
that  which  the  telegram  put  upon  it,  be 
thought  it  ri^ht  to  say,  on  the  other  side, 
that  there  might  be  a  possible  explana- 
tion of  everything  stated  in  the  telegram. 
He  did  not  thioJc,  however,  that  the 
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House  of  OommonB  ought  at  pMBflut  to 
concern  itself  with  the  general  character 
of  Ur.  Bolton.  He  thought  that  tiie 
character  of  that  gentlenun  was  at  that 
moment  sacred ;  and  hon.  Members  must 
have  an  opinion  whether  the  course 
pursued  was  not  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  case  in  the  public  mind.  While 
litigation  was  proceeding  with  regard 
to  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Bolton  to  vindi- 
cate his  character,  and  while  Mr.  Bolton 
was  in  the  position  of  a  litigant  vindi- 
cating his  character,  that  character  ought 
to  be  sacred,  and  ought  not  to  be  die- 
cussed  in  that  House.  From  that  point 
of  view,  he  altogether  deprecated  any 
remark  upon  Mr.  Bolton's  general  cha- 
racter. As  to  the  question  of  Mr. 
Bolton's  bankruptcy,  he  was  aware 
how  grave  a  matter  the  question  of 
bankrapt^  in  regard  to  a  public  ofBoer 
was.  He  was  perfectly  aware  what  the 
praotioe  was  in  the  case  of  English  OivU 
servants,  and  he  considered  that  practice, 
in  the  essence  of  it,  to  be  a  righteous 
one,  and  that  no  man  whose  private 
affairs  were  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government,  by  bankruptcy,  or  by 
proceedings  equivalent  to  bankruptcy, 
should  be  continued  in  his  position,  un- 
less, on  examination,  it  turned  out  that 
his  difiB^uliies  were  not  occasioned  by 
fraud,  or  by  culpable  extravagance,  or 
by  culpable  improvidence. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  meant  that  the  Government 
was  to  form  its  opinion  upon  these 
matters  by  the  examination  which  took 
place  in  the  Bankruptcv  Court  ? 

Mr.  TBETELYAN  said,  that,  of 
course,  the  materials  upon  which  the 
Government  would  be  required  to  form 
a  conclusion  would  be  what  came  before 
the  Oourt  of  Bankruptcy,  What  he 
maintained  was,  that  the  Government 
would  have  to  satisfy  themselves  on  these 
points  by  what  was  brought  under  their 
notice  by  the  proceedings  in  bankruptcy, 
or  proceedings  equivalent  to  bankruptcy. 
That  was  the  principle  adopted  in  regard 
to  the  English  Civil  servants,  and  it  was 
the  principle  on  which  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment intended  to  act  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Bolton,  and  in  the  case  of  any  Oivil  ser- 
vant who  received  a  salary  under  the 
Crown.  He  thought  that  was  a  plain 
and  simple  statement  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  so  far  as  Mr.  Bolton  was 
oonoemed.  In  r^ard  to  any  other  ques- 
tion relating  to  Mr.  Bolton,  they  could 
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mt  wter  into  it  while  the  trial  waa 

^Tmb.  litTHUB  ABNOLD  said,  he  had 
never  heard  anything  more  oonTinoing 
than  the  speech  delivered  by  the  Prime 
Minieter  last  Wednesday  against  the 
postponement  of  the  Vote.  Ho  agreed 
vith  vbat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
then  said,  that  the  prooeedingsnow going 
on  at  Belfast  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  Vote  before  the  Hoase ;  and 
if  he  had  any  influence  with  hon.  Mem- 
bers oppoaite,  he  wonld  ewtainly  ask 
them  to  aroid  in  this  diaonasion  any  re- 
ference to  the  trial  now  going  on,  whieh 
could  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  preemt  Vote.  There  vas  not  a 
Member  in  that  House  who-  did  not 
thzok  that  very  great  extraTaganoe  vas 
appamat  in  regard  to  the  Irish  Law 
Oharges,  and  ha  knew  that  in  the  whole 
of  Eazope  tiiere  was  not  a  similar  case 
in  whieh  the  salaries  of  the  judicial  offi- 
cers of  the  oountry  bore  such  an  extra- 
Tagant  proportion  to  the  Bevenues  of  the 
coantry  in  which  they  lived.  He  had 
risen,  however,  for  the  purpoee  of  making 
one  or  two  remarks  directly  in  refwenoe 
to  Mr.  Bolton,  TTin  right  hon.  Priwid 
the  Cbief  Secretary  had  given  a  defini- 
tion of  what  he  considered  ought  to  be 
the  policry  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  rtference  to  Oivil  servants.  He  wae 
sorry  to  differ  from  so  great  and  respect- 
able an  authority  as  bis  right  hon. 
Friend,  but  he  did  differentirely  &omhim 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  When  the  dis- 
ooasiou  took  ^oce  tbeotber  day,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  theMeraber 
fiyr  tiie  Univer«ty  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Gibson)  aud  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  not 
pres«ited  a  Petition  in  Bankmptoy. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  pre- 
tend to  make  that  statement  to-day.  It 
was  now  admitted  by  the  learned  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland,  and  it  was  per- 
fectly well  known  in  all  quarters  of  the 
House,  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  presented  a 
Potion  in  Bankruptcy.  That  being  so, 
he  held  that  there  ought  to  be  an 
inviolable  rule  that  when  a  public  ser- 
vant presented  a  Petition  in  Bankmptoy 
he  should  be  immediately  suspended. 
He  differed  entirely  from  the  Ohief 
Sewetary  in  thinking  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  ought  to  suspend  their 
judgment  until  there  had  been  an 
adjndieation  in  reference  to  that  Petition 
in  Bankmptoy.  .  What  had  happened  in 
this  particiilar  ease  was  this.   Only  two 
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days  ago  it  came  to  light  in  the  ivoceed- 
ings  oonneoted  with  Mr.  George  Bolton's 
bankmptoy,  which  were  fully  and  aoon- 
rately  reported  in  TK$  Tims*  newspaper, 
that  Mr.  Bolton  had  made  an  offer  to 
bis  creditors  of  £300  from  his  annual 
official  salaries.  The  Judge  of  the  Court 
was  advised  to  make  Mr.  Bolton  a 
bankrupt;  but  he  declined  to  do  so, 
because  that  coiirse  would  probably 
involve  the  loss  of  the  official  salaries. 
What  was  now  happening  was  only 
what  would  happen  in  any  case  of 
default.  Bolton,  fanned  by  his  credi- 
tors, might  go  on  for  years,  and  it  might 
happen  that  the  money  voted  by  the 
House  of  Commons  might,  under  the 
existing  conditions  of  the  ease,  be  made 
avulaue  by  a  pmson  who  had  presented 
a  Fetiti(m  in  Bankruptcy  for  meeting 
the  demands  of  his  creditors,  and  pre- 
ventiBg  an  adjndioation  in  bankruptcy 
from  taking  place.  The  debtor  hM  in 
this  ease  an  interest  in  continuing  in  the 
receipt  of  his  salary  in  order  that  it 
might  be  farmed — although  the  debtor 
was  an  officer  in  Her  Majesty's  Service- 
by  his  creditors.  Now,  he  held  most 
strongly  that  no  officer  of  the  Crown 
ought  to  be  in  that  position — that  he 
ought  not  to  be  in  a  position  in  which 
he  could  be  farmed  by  any  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects.  Holding  that  view, 
he  should  support  the  Motion  for  re- 
daciag  the  Vote  by  the  amount  of  Mr. 
Bolton's  salary. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOB  said,  they  had 
had  a  speech  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  of  a 
kind  which  had  unfortunately  become 
too  common  in  oonneotion  with  this  case. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  a  man  td 
brilliant  abilities,  well  able  to  hold  his 
own  in  debate  with  abuost  all 'comers, 
had  hem  strolling  almost  incoherently, 
for  half-an-hour,  in  a  lame  and  halting 
speech,  to  screen  Mr.  Bolton.  In  fact,  he 
did  not  think  thwe  had  ever  been  a  more 
remarkable  instance  in  that  House  of 
an  official  palpably  and  obviously  dis- 
charging a  duty  which  was  odious  and 
loathsome  to  him  than  that  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  afforded  that 
evening.  As  to  the  excessive  amount  of 
the  Esttmatea  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  would  leave 
the  case  where  it  had  been  put  by  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton),  and  the  hen.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  now  ifrnken.   The  conriotion 
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Taa  firm  aad  fixed,  and  no  unoont  of 
rambling  speeches  by  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary would  remove  it  from  the  mind  of 
the  Committee  and  from  the  public  of 
this  country,  as  well  as  of  Ireland  that 
the  Law  Charges  in  connection  with 
Ireland  were  beyond  all  reason  and 
beyond  all  decency.  That  was  a  fact 
which  had  passed  out  of  the  sphere  of 
disputable  or  disputed  proposals,  and 
was  well  established  in  every  rational 
and  unofficial  mind.  He  would  now 
refer  to  the  Tubberourry  prisoners. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  commented 
on  the  fact  that  the  case  bad  been 
brought  forward  so  frequently  by  hia 
hon.  Friend,  and  he  had  drawn  the 
eitraordinary  inference  that  it  was  the 
only  case  of  tbe  kind  in  Ireland.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  explanation  of  the 
interest  taken  by  his  hon.  Friend  in  the 
case  was  that  the  prisoners  wwe  his  own 
constituents,  whose  grieranoes  he  was 
speoiolly  required  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  That  there  were 
other  cases  in  which  similar  hardships 
were  experienced  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt ;  but  in  all  probability 
the  persons  who  had  been  so  treated 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  possess  a 
Hepresentative  in  that  House  as  ener- 
getic and  as  influential  as  his  hon. 
Friend.  With  regard  to  the  Tubber- 
ourry prisoners,  they  had  been  in  gaol 
since  the  2nd  of  April,  and  now  on  the 
29th  of  July  they  were  still  uotried,  and 
had  not  been  admitted  to  bail.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  himself  deprecated 
the  principle  of  making  fishiog  arrests 
in  Ireland ;  but  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  in  which  men  had  been  kept  in 
prison  from  the  2nd  of  April  until  the 
29tb  of  July  without  being  brought  to 
trial,  afforded  oonvincing  proof  that  the 
arrest  was  a  fishing  arrest.  The  mere 
statement  of  the  facts  must  bring  con- 
Tiotion  home  to  the  mind  of  every  hon. 
Member  that  when  the  Qorernment 
arrested  these  men  they  had  no  evidence 
against  &em ;  but  that  tbey  took  up 
the  case  experimentally,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  get  evidence  by-and-bye. 
When  at  last,  in  obedience  to  the  strong 
pressure  put  upon  tbe  Government  by 
hie  hon.  Friend,  these  men  were  brought 
to  the  Assizes  for  trial,  the  Government 
again  suggested  the  postponement  on 
tbe  miserable  and  flimsy  pretence  that 
subscriptions  were  being  got  up  by  their 
neigbboun  to   assist  uwm  in  their 
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defence.  In  this  country,  even  in  the 
case  of  the  most  odious  criminal,  if  the 

Sublio  had  an  idea  that  he  waa  in 
anger  of  being  unfairly  tried  for 
the  want  of  legal  advice,  an  appeal 
would  at  once  be  made  for  support,  ia 
order  to  produce  evidence  and  see  that 
the  case  was  adequately  conducted. 
It  was  within  his  own  recollection  that 
many  criminals  of  the  worst  type  had 
been  helped  in  this  way  to  defend  them- 
selves lest  the  sacredness  of  trial  by  jury 
should  be  violated,  and  they  should  not 
receive  proper  treatment.  The  Tubber- 
curry  prisoners,  through  their  solicitor, 
had  addressed  a  telegram  to  his  hon. 
Friend,  asking  that  they  should  be  tried 
on  the  dth  of  August ;  and  he  should 
like  to  hear  from  the  Bolioitor  General 
for  Ireland  any  ground  why  this  reason- 
able request  on  their  part  should  not  be 
oomplied  with.  They  were  perfectly 
oonvinoed  of  being  able  to  estabfiah  their 
innocenoe.  All  that  they  asked  vaa 
that  they  should  be  tried  on  the  first 
opportunity,  and  not  kept  languishiDg 
in  prison  week  aftw  week  and  num^ 
after  month  because  no  oppcntnnity  was 
aflbrded  to  them  of  establishing  their 
innocenoe.  The  re^appearance  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary on  the  present  occasion  suggested 
some  strange  inquiries.  Why  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  in  his  plaoe 
when  the  case  of  George  Bolton  was 
under  discussion  last  week  ?  There  was 
a  general  impression  last  Wednesday 
that  the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman from  the  House  was  due  to  the 
fatigue  he  had  undergone  for  eeveral 
days  in  defending  his  Department  from 
the  attacks  which  had  been  made  up<m 
it  in  that  House.  No  doubt  the  amount 
of  labour  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
obliged  to  go  throi^h  owing  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  attached  to  hia 
Office  were  extremely  onerous ;  but  he 
wanted  to  ask  the  right  hon.  CkiitlemfUL 
this  question.  It  was  a  categorical  quea- 
tton,  and  he  hoped  that  a  categorical 
answer  would  be  given.  Was  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  wilfully  absent  from  the 
House  on  Wednesday  last  when  the  Vote 
for  Mr.  Bolton's  salaiy  was  under  dis- 
cussion ?  Was  his  absence  deliberate 
and  intentional,  or  the  result  of  accident 
and  tbe  consequence  of  fatigne?  All 
he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  oould  say  waa 
that  the  Irish  Members  had  seen  the  re- 
a^teajnuwe  of  the  right  hon.  Gantlemaa 
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apoQ  the  Treasury  Bench  in  order  to 
defend  these  Totes  with  a  certain  amount 
of  cariosity  and  interest,  especially  after 
his  absence  on  Wednesday.  He  must 
say  that  the  position  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  one  which  entitled  him 
to  sympathy.  What  evil  fate  had  con- 
demned him  to  stand  up  in  the  defence 
of  such  men  as  George  Bolton ;  and  if 
his  conscience  did  not  justify  him,  what 
evil  fate  compelled  htm  to  swallow  the 
odious  dose  ?  The  right  bon.  Gentle- 
mam  ought  not  to  stop  a  moment  longer 
in  Office  if  he  found  that  he  could  not 
dischai^e  the  duties  of  it  with  the  full 
ooneent  of  his  heart  and  ocmscience.  He 
would  recall  to  the  memory  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  a  remarkable  incident 
mhifOi  occurred  in  the  last  Parliament, 
and  in  which  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
himself  took  a  prominent  part.  A  noble 
Lord  sitting  on  the  Bench  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  now  occupied  was 
a  Af  ember  of  the  Administration  of  Lord 
Beaconsfield.  There  was  a  financial 
trial  going  on  in  the  City  of  Ijondon  at 
the  time,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evi- 
dence at  the  trial  certain  transactions 
with  which  the  noble  Lord  had  been 
concerned  were  brought  to  light.  They 
were  supposed  to  have  been  of  a  some- 
what questionable  nature.  Who  was 
the  man  who  then  stood  up  in  that  House 
and  compelled  the  resignation  of  the 
noble  Lord  P  It  was  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
who  was  now  the  advocate  and  exponent 
of  Gecnrge  Bdton.  Although  the  noble 
Lord  might  have  committed  a  certain 
amount  of  indisorotion,  there  was  suffi- 
cient proof  in  the  exposure  which  took 
place  that  there  was  nothing  criminal  in 
the  transaction.  His  conduct  might 
have  been  foolish,  thoughtless,  and  un- 
worthy of  a  man  occupying  bis  high 
position;  but  his  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's) 
sympathies  were  with  the  noble  Lord, 
rather  than  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  had  taken  a  malignant  course 
in  matters  which  he  himself — a  man  of 
large  fortune — might  have  treated  with 
indulgence.  Yet  this  rigid  economist, 
this  relentless  purist,  was  the  man  who 
got  np  now  night  after  nisht  to  defend 
as  bad  a  class  of  criminals  as  any  who 
ever  had  the  misfortune  to  be  connected 
with  the  Oivil  Service  of  any  country  in 
the  world.  He  wished  to  correct  one 
miaoonoeption  on  the  part  of  the  right 
bon*  Goademui.   The  right  h<m.  Gen- 


tleman, speaking  on  the  attitude  of  the 
Irish  Members  towards  George  Bolton, 
admitted  that  the  result  of  the  trial  at 
Belfast  would  have  a  material  influence 
upon  the  action  of  the  Government. 
Now,  the  position  of  the  Irish  Members 
in  reference  to  George  Bolton  was  that 
he  ought  to  have  been  dismissed  long 
ago.  He  asked  any  English  Member 
to  rise  in  his  place  aad  declare  that  any 
man  with  the  antecedents  and  character 
of  George  Bolton  ought  to  have  been 
retained  for  a  single  week  in  the  Civil 
Service  of  this  country?  That  was  a 
flair  ohallenge.  Would  any  Member 
who  was  not  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment— ^indeed,  would  any  Member  o{ 
the  Government  except  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land get  up  and  declare  that  a  man  witli 
the  antecedents  and  character  and  posi- 
tion of  George  Bolton,  ought  to  be^ept 
for  a  single  hour  in  the  service  of 
this  country?  He  awaited  with  some 
curiosity  to  see  the  manner  in  which  that 
challenge  would  be  taken  up  by  the  Go- 
vernment. The  real  secret  of  all  these 
matters  was  that  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land were  determined  to  stand  by  their 
tools,  no  matter  what  dirty  instruments 
they  might  be.  There  was  not  a  single 
man  whose  dismissal  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Government  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years  who  had  been  dis- 
missed voluntarily,  or  who  would  have 
been  dismissed  at  all  but  for  the  con- 
stant pressure  of  public  opinion,  and 
after  wearisome  discuBsions  in  that 
House.  Every  official  who  had  been 
prosecuted  had  been  proceeded  against 
at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  after  the  Go- 
vernment had  ezhaustod  every  means  of 
evading  a  prosecution.  He  maintained 
that  that  was  a  shameful  and  pitiable 
position  for  the  right  boo.  Gentleman  to 
occupy.  For  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  he  had  great  respect  and  Aym- 
patby ;  but  he  must  say  that  his  official 
conduct  in  these  matters  had  brought 
about  all  the  trouble  in  which  he  found 
himself  involved. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  the  quet- 
tion  was  not  precisely  whether  Mr, 
Bolton  ought  to  oe  dismissed  for  his  past 
misconduct,  because  all  that  had  been 
condoned.  The  real  question  was  whe- 
ther he  ought  to  be  suspended  at  present. 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him  that  in  sug- 
gesting his  Buspension  hon.  Members 
only  treated  Mr.  Bolton  precisely  in  th^ 

2  G  3       Digiiized  by  Google 


dOS  Svpply-— Civil 


tCOUUOKS}  Sarvuse  SstimafM.  d04 


Bame  way  as  every  otber  public  serrant 
vaa  treated,  and  as  they  were  treated 
themselves  if  any  one  of  them  filed  a 
Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  If  an  hon. 
Member  presented  a  Petition  in  Bank- 
raptcy  he  was  suspended  from  all  legis- 
lative functions  until  that  Petition  was 
disposed  of;  and  he  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  that  the  same  rule  which 
▼as  applied  to  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  which  was  applied  to  all  public  ser- 
vants in  England,  should  also  be  applied 
to  those  who  were  employed  in  Ireland. 
They  had  been  told  that  one  reason  why 
this  course  had  not  been  taken  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Bolton,  and  vhy  Mr.  Bolton  had 
not  been  suspended,  was  that  he  was 
proposing  to  enter  into  some  bargain 
with  his  creditors,  by  which  he  was  to 
hand  over  to  them  some  portion  of  his 
official  emoluments.  He  had  always 
understood  that  the  salary  given  to  an 
official  was  in  order  that  he  might  main- 
tain a  certain  position  in  society ;  and  it 
would  be  very  strange  to  have  a  man 
occupying  an  official  position,  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  salary  in  the  hands 
of  his  creditors.  What  could  be  more 
objectionable  than  that  a  man,  holding 
the  position  of  Crown  Solicitor  in  Ire- 
land, and  ezeroising  legal  functions,  and 
obliged  to  conduct  the  prosecution  of 
prisoners,  should  be,  to  ail  intents  and 
purposes,  in  the  hands  of  his  creditors  ? 
He  knew  nothing  about  Mr.  Bolton, 
except  what  he  had  read  and  heard  in 
that  House ;  but,  speaking  generally, 
he  thought  the  facts  which  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  Treasury  Bench  rendered 
it  only  just  and  proper  that  Mr,  Bolton 
■hoold  DO  at  onoe  suspended. 

Mb.  QBEGOBT  said,  it  was  not  his 
province  to  defend  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Tomment,  nor  did  he  know  anything 
about  this  case  beyond  what  had  been 
said  in  that  House ;  but  he  did  think 
that  there  ought  to  be  some  right  under- 
staoding  as  to  the  course  wMoh  should 
be  adopted.  What  was  now  before  the 
Committee  was  the  proposal  that  Hr. 
Bolton's  salary  should  be  omitted  from 
the  present  Vote;  that  he  should,  in  fact, 
be  deprived  of  his  professional  remune- 
ration, and  dismissed  as  a  solicitor  from 
public  employment.  He  did  not  think 
that  sufficient  reasons  had  been  assigned 
for  taking  such  a  oonrse.  He  had  vety 
little  respect  for  the  antecedents  of  Mr. 
Bolton,  and  he  was  not  there  to  defend 
that  gentleman ;  but  if  he  had  been  a 


fraudulent  trustee  there  were  remedies 
in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  England,  which 
could  be  put  in  force  against  him,  and 
he  might  have  been  prosecuted  in  that 
capacity.  If  he  had  committed  an 
unprofessional  act,  he  presumed  that 
there  might  have  been  an  applica- 
tion to  strike  bim  off  the  roils  in 
Ireland,  as  in  England;  but  he  could 
not  find  that  either  one  step  or  the  other 
had  been  taken  against  Mr.  Bolton. 
All  that  was  left  was  the  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy,  and  the  proceedings  which 
were  now  pending  in  the  Court  at  Bel- 
fast. It  was  admitted  that  tiiat  Honte 
ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  those  pro- 
ceedings. Beference  had  been  made  to 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  not  ap- 
peared when  he  was  called  npon  to  tcp- 
pear  as  a  witness  in  Oonrt  in  the  one 
now  pending  at  Belfast.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary had  put  that  matter  very  fairly. 
He  might,  of  course,  have  been  examined 
from  one  end  of  his  life  to  another;  and 
until  some  case  was  made  out  by  t^e 
other  side  to  justify  the  libel  it  was  not 
for  Mr.  BoHon  to  go  into  the  box  at  the 
callof  theothereide.  p'Oh!  "/rwn/rM* 
M/embert.']  He  hoped  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  hear  him  out.  If  a  plainttfT 
was  required  by  the  defendant  to  ap- 
pear in  the  witness-box,  the  defendant 
had  the  means  in  his  own  hands  of 
putting  him  there.  He  might  snmmon 
him  by  subposna,  and  ask  him  pr«t^ 
well  what  questions  he  liked,  treating 
him  even  as  a  hostile  witness.  There* 
fore,  he  did  not  tbink  much  importanoe 
attached  to  the  refusal  of  ICr.  B<^lt(»  to 
go  into  the  witnsss-box  in  this  iustaaee. 
In  all  pTobabili^  the  telegram  whidi 
had  been  referred  to  was  founded  upon 
some  observation  in  Court  —  such  as 
"  Where  is  Mr.  Bolton  ?  "  or  something 
of  that  kind.  Nor  did  it  follow  that 
Mr.  Bolton  would  not  present  himsdf 
as  a  witness  at  the  proper  time.  Then 
it  was  said  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  pre- 
sented a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy. 
Now,  as  he  understood,  the  bank- 
ruptcy was  brought  about  in  conse- 
quence of  some  unfortunate  purchases 
which  Mr.  Bolton  had  made  in  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Bolton 
had  fancied  the  purchases  he  made  to  be 
of  very  much  larger  value  than  they 
turned  out  to  be.  Many  otho*  gentle- 
men had  made  mistakes  in.  the  pnidiaM 
of  land,  and  had  lost  BometiiiBg  in  com- 
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aeqnanoe.  The  Committee  had  a  right 
to  aasume  that,  being  pressed  by  his 
ereditodrs,  Mr.  BoltoQ  h.ad  presented  a 
Petition  ia  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  for 
the  proper  administration  of  his  estate, 
in  order  to  secure  that  it  should  be 
duly  administered  among  his  creditors 
generally.  It  would  appear  from  the 
uiTestigation,  when  it  took  place,  whe- 
ther the  oircumstanoes  attending  the 
bankruptcy  were  discreditable  to  Mr. 
Bolton  or  not;  and,  therefore,  he  did 
not  see  that  there  was  sufficient  ground 
for  taking  steps  against  Mr.  Bolbm  until 
the  droumstanoea  of  the  bankruptcy 
wore  disclosed.  tTntil  those  proceedings 
wexe  fully  heard,  he  did  not  thiuk  it 
would  be  right  to  suspend  Mr.  Bolton 
daring  the  pendency  of  the  bankruptcy 
proceedings  he  had  iarited.  Of  course, 
if  it  tnmed  out  that  tke  circumstances 
of  the  bankruptcy  were  discreditable  to 
him,  or  that  there  had  been  anything 
fraudulent  ia  his  transactions,  the  case 
would  be  different,  or  even  if  it  should 
torn  out  that  the  bankruptcy  had  been 
brongl^  about  by  tindue  means,  such  as 
eztraTBganoe,  or  wanton  expenditure,  it 
would  be  another  question,  and  the  Qo- 
Temment  would  have  it  in  their  power 
to  deal  with  him ;  but  until  that  fact 
waa  aaoertained,  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  ground  for  tha  refusal  of  his 
•dUunr.  If  it  were  purely  a  bankruptcy 
of  misfortune,  not  attributable  to  the 
fault  of  the  bankrupt,  it  would  be  a 
harsh  thing  that  he  should  at  once  lose 
his  appointment. 

Mb.  ILLINGWORTH  said,  he 
thought  the  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
Menwer  for  Salford  (Mr.  Arnold)  was 
really  the  one  which  the  Oommittee  were 
called  upon  to  consider.  As  to  the  trial 
at  Belfast,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Go- 
Temment  were  wise  in  not  throwing  the 
weight  of  a  feather  in  either  scale.  The 
simple  question  was,  what  was  die  ordi- 
nary rule  of  the  Service  in  the  case  of 
the  bankruptcy  of  a  public  servant  ?  If 
it  was  die  rule  in  other  Departments  to 
snnend  a  public  servant  in  the  event  of 
baiunruptoy  where  die  bankruptcv  was 
the  act  of  the  servant  or  of  his  creditors, 
there  ought  to  be  no  difTerenoe  made  in 
Mr.  Boltcm's  case.  He  knew  the  case  of  a 
young  officer  in  the  Army  who  had  un- 
dertakmi  to  pay  his  father's  debts  by 
instalments,  and,  having  failed  to  do  so, 
bankruptcy  proceedings  were  brought 
against  him ;  and  he  (Mr.  niingworth) 


was  told  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  interest 
brought  to  bear  to  save  this  youug 
officer,  he  had  been  compelled  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  resign  his  posi- 
tion. What  he  held,  and  what  ereiy 
right-minded  man  would  hold,  was  that 
if  the  rule  ordinarily  observed  was  sus- 
pension there  ought  to  be  no  exception 
made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bolton.  Of 
course,  if  any  of  the  charges  now  made 
agaii^t  Mr.  Bolton  were  substantiated, 
then  it  was  (deu  that  sospennon  would 
not  be  sufficient,  but  that  it  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  absolute  dismissal  with  dis- 
grace. All  he  said  was  that  the  Govem- 
ment  would  not  be  justified  in  this  case 
in  deviating  from  the  clear  and  well- 
understood  rule  in  all  other  oases  when 
a  man  was  overtaken  by  embarrassment 
in  regard  to  his  pecuniary  circumstances, 
and  matters  had  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
involve  a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  It 
seemed  that  the  proper  course  which 
ought  to  be  taken  in  this  case  was  to 
suspend  Mr.  Bolton. 

Mb.  GIBSON  said,  he  had  understood 
on  the  last  occasion  this  question  was 
before  the  House  that  it  was  stated  from 
the  Treasury  Bench  that  there  was  no 
certain  rule  laid  down  as  to  bankruptcy 
orarrangementwithcreditore.  Ofcourse, 
there  were  bankruptcies  and  bankrupt- 
cies ;  «id,  therefore,  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  lay  down  an  absolutely 
rigid  rule.  Last  Wednesday  the  state- 
ment made  was  that  the  presentation 
of  a  Petition  for  arrangement,  or  even 
adjudication,  in  bankruptcy  would  not, 
ipio  /aeto,  necessarily  cause  dismissal 
from  the  Public  Service,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  that  every  case  must  be  con- 
sidered on  its  own  merits,  and  on  the 
circumstances  which  brought  the  bank- 
ruptcy about.  As  an  illustration  to  show 
the  reasonableness  of  this  rule,  the  case 
was  given  of  a  person  who  had  been 
trustee  of  moneys  invested  in  shares  in 
the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank.  The  failure 
of  that  bank  had  brought  about  the  ruin 
of  such  trustee,  whose  own  afifairs  w^ 
put  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  with  the 
result  that  the  trustee  was  adjudicated  a 
bankrapt.  Now,  it  was  obvious  that  such 
a  bankruptcy  was  perfectly  oonsistrait 
with  the  entire  ianooenoe  of  the  man 
who  was  made  bankrupt,  and  it  would 
be  an  extreme  hardiuiip  to  subjeot  a 
man  under  such  curoumstances,  who 
ought  to  hare  the  sympathy  of  e^l  per- 
sons, to  a  dismissal  which  would  deprive 
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him  of  the  only  means  he  had  of  effect- 
ing a  settlement  with  his  creditors.  He 
did  not  assert  that  that  was  the  case 
here,  and  he  did  not  pretend  to  have  any 
B;pecial  knowledge  of  the  rules  enforced 
either  in  the  Amy  or  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. But  the  statement  from  the  Trea- 
Bnry  Bench  on  Wednesday  last  was  not 
challeDged  or  contradicted  in  any  part 
of  the  House ;  and  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  rule  which, 
if  amtlied  with  discretion,  would  recom- 
mend itself  to  the  common  sense  of 
everyone. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  it  was 
quite  possible  that  a  man  might  become 
bankrupt  by  accident  or  misfortune,  and 
many  bankrupts  were  neither  fraudulent 
or  disreputable  persons.  In  his  part  of 
the  country  he  was  satisfied  that  many 
persons  whose  estates  were  administered 
under  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  and  who 
were  held  to  be  bankrupt,  had  become 
Bo  by  misfortune;  but  in  this  case  it  was 
evident  that  Mr.  Bolton  was  a  man  of 
questionable  character,  and  while  legal 
proceedings  were  pending  against  him 
in  the  Oouits  of  this  country  the  Gtovem* 
ment,  having  full  knowledge  of  the  ^ro< 
oeedings,  not  only  took  no  st^a  against 
him,  but  actually  promoted  him.  In  this 
case,  instead  of  suspending  him  or  insti- 
tuting a  full  inquiry  into  the  charges 
against  him,  his  superiors  acted  as  his 
protectors.  He  (Mr.  Joseph  Cowen) 
maintained  that  the  Government  were 
fully  aware  of  Mr.  Bolton's  antecedents, 
and  therefore  he  should  support  the 
Amendment. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  also 
intended  to  support  the  Amendment  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote,  and  he  agreed 
with  the  Mover  of  the  Motion  in 
the  opniou  he  had  expressed  that  the 
Law  Charges  in  Ireland  were  altogether 
swollen  beyond  the  necessities  and  re- 
quirements of  the  case.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had 
ahown  the  Committee  that  there  had 
been  very  little  diminution  in  these 
charges,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
there  had  been  a  very  considerable 
diminution  in  the  crime  of  the  country, 
and  not  only  in  the  crime  of  the  country, 
but  in  many  other  respects.  The  one 
thing  which  would  not  diminish,  so  long 
as  it  was  possible  to  keep  it  up  to  high 
water  mark,  was  the  Law  Charges,  the 
fees  paid  to  lawyers  and  policemen,  the 
reward  of  spies,  informers,  Crown  Pro- 


secutors,  and  all  the  rest  of  them.  Those 
charges  were  kept  up  at  the  highest 
level,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  crime 
and  outrage  were  decreasing,  and  the 
population  and  wealth  of  the  countiy 
were  also  decreasing.  No  doubt  there 
had  been  a  high  old  time  for  the  law- 
yers, who  had  an  interest  in  keeping 
up  the  Law  Charges  as  long  as  they 
could.  This  class  of  people  had  been 
rolling  in  wealth  and  wallowing  in  the 
publio  money  for  years  past ;  and,  of 
course,  it  was  very  desirable  on  their 
part  to  continue  the  same  game  as  long 
as  possible.  As  regarded  George  Bolton, 
he  had  been  the  pet  of  Dublin  Castle — 
the  pet  of  the  Executive,  and  the  Public 
Service  of  that  country.  He  had  not 
one  salary  outy,  but  many;  and  yet,  out 
of  those  many  salaries,  he  could  not 
afford  to  pay  his  creditors.  He  enjoyed 
an  income  from  the  Government  of 
£2,000  a-year.  He  contracted  debts  to 
the  amount  of  £100,000,  and  he  found 
that  the  Government  and  the  House  of 
Commons  did  their  best  to  shield  and 
shelter  him.  He  (Mr.  Sullivan)  had 
seen  the  evidence  of  what  had  occurred 
recently  in  Dublin,  when  the  Judge  of 
the  Bankruptcy  Court  kindly  consented 
to  postpone  the  hearing  of  Bolton's  case 
in  order  that  Mr.  Bolton  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  damages  at 
Belfast.  That  was  the  sort  of  support 
he  got  from  men  in  high  office  in  Ire- 
land. When  they  came  into  that  House 
— the  highest  Court  of  Justice — they 
found  an  endeavour  to  postpone  the 
Votes  lest  the  fair  fame  of  Mr.  George 
Bolton  should  suffer.  They  found 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  standing  up  and 
defending  him  when  there  was  a  clear 
case  against  him.  Using  the  word 
"  Crown  "  put  him  in  mind  that  in  Ire- 
land Mr.  G«orge  Bolton  was  "  the 
Crown  ;  "  that  admirable  gentleman,  in 
conducting  prosecutions  in  Ireland  called 
himself  "  the  Crown,"  and  the  Judges 
and  Magistrates  referred  to  the  exeellnit 
and  famous  George  Bolton  as  "tiie 
Crown."  Ought  not  the  Oovemment  to 
be  ashamed  at  such  a  name  being  applied 
to  such  a  man,  and  that  such  a  man 
should  be  retained  in  the  Public  Service  ? 
He  said  it  was  a  pubHo  scandal  iSbai 
these  things  should  be ;  it  was  one  of  the 
many  scandals  connected  with  the  Go- 
vernment Departments  in  Ireland,  and 
the  Government  had  good  reason  ^a,% 
night  to  be  ashamed  orit  , 
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Ifit.  TSJSVELYAS  said,  he  t?as  not 
qm'te  sura  whether  the  Treasury  Minute 
of  KoTembei,  1 868,  had  been  read  to  the 
House;  but  it  had  been  very  often  cited, 
and  it  might  be  ireli  to  read  the  exact 
words,  which  were  as  follows : — 

"  In  the  eventj'of  an^  dvil  Mrrant  "benng 
arrested,  or  being  adjndicated  a  bankrupt,  or 
entering'  into  a  compoaition  with  his  creilitorfl 
nniW  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  he  will,  on  the  fact 
being  known,  bo  eu^nded  from  duty  and  from 
salary,  and  he  will  not  be  remstated  unless,  after 
examination  of  the  facta  and  of  tho  schedule 
prepared  for  the  Court,  it  shall  appear  that  his 
difficulties  have  been  occasioned  by  misfortune, 
and  not  by  extravagance  or  culpable  improvi- 
dence, or  unless  the  case  shall  be  characterised 
"by  previous  circamstances  of  eztenuaUon." 

That  was  the  measure  which  the  Irish 
Ooremment  were  anxious  to  apply  to 
Irish  OiTil  servants ;  they  inoluded  Mr. 
Bolton  in  that  category,  and  that  mea- 
sure, and  no  other,  they  proposed  to 
apply  to  him.  The  question  obviously 
was,  whether  he  had  hitherto  come 
under  any  one  of  the  firet  three  heads — 
being  arrested,  or  being  adjudicated  a 
bankrupt,  or  entertoginto  a  composition 
with  his  (creditors.  What  was  the  mean- 
ing of  "  adjudicated  a  bankrupt  ?  "  That 
was  Uie  point,  and  he  was  not  willing  to 
state  the  opinion  of  someone  on  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  on  so  purdiy  legal  a  ques- 
tion ;  but  they  proposed  to  lajr  the  case 
before  the  Law  Officers,  and  likewise  to 
apply  to  the  proper  authority,  whom  he 
would  not  then  name,  to  ascertain  what 
was  the  practice  in  the  English  Civil 
Service ;  and  exactly  that  practice,  so  far 
as  it  could  be  ascertained,  would  be 
fbllowed  in  this  case.  This  was  a  clear 
statement  of  the  course  which  the  Qo- 
vemment  proposed  to  take,  and  he  ear- 
neat^  hoped  It  would  be  satisfaotoiy  to 

the  Oonunittee.  

LoBD  BAKDOLFH  OHUBOHILL 
said,  he  thought  the  Committee  were  in 
a  position  of  some  difficulty,  because 
they  had  not  had  much  light  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  or  Srom  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson),  who 
contented  himself  with  the  oracular  re- 
mark that  there  were  bankruptcies  and 
bankruptcies,  and  then  sat  down  and 
left  the  Committee  where  they  were 
before.  The  Committee  wanted  to  know 
the  rule  that  was  in  force  in  the  Service 
fnnn  official  sooroes,  and  that  had  been 
«learl^  stated  by  the  right  hon.  G«atl»- 


man  who  read  the  Treasury  Minute. 
And  they  wanted  to  ascertain  clearly  the 
course  which  the  Qovemmect  intended 
to  pursue,  and  they  learned  that  it  was 
one  which  differed  widely  from  the 
course  they  had  taken  in  other  cases, 
because  it  appeared  by  the  Minute  that 
where  a  man  was  arrested  or  adjudi- 
cated a  bankrupt,  or  made  a  composition 
with  his  creditors,  he  was  to  be  at  once 
suspended  from  the  Public  Service.  He 
understood  that,  under  the  new  Bank- 
ruptcy Act,  the  Brst  step  to  be  taken  in 
order  to  make  a  composition  with  credi- 
tors was  to  file  a  Petition  ;  and  though 
he  did  not  state  it  as  a  question. of  law, 
he  was  informed  that  a  composition 
could  not  be  made  without  Brst  61ing  a 
Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  At  any  rate, 
the  fact  remained  that,  on  the  24th  of 
Jxine  last,  Mr.  Bolton  filed  a  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy,  with  a  view  to  compound- 
ing with  his  creditors;  and,  without 
Bympathizing  with  hon.  Members  be- 
hind him  in  their  attack  on  Mr.  Bolton, 
he  did  not  see  wliy  a  rule  should  be  laid 
down  for  him  different  from  that  ap- 
plied to  others.  Nor  did  he  see  why  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Bolton  was  attacked  by  a 
certain  party  and  defended  by  others 
should  give  him  a  privileged  position. 
They  had  Mr.  Bolton  applying  to  the 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  the  24th  of  J une 
last,  with  a  view  to  compounding  with 
his  creditors.  Why,  then,  did  not  the 
Treasury  Bule  come  into  operation  ? 
Not  only  did  the  Bule  not  come  into 
operation  when  Mr.  Bolton  filed  a  Peti- 
tion in  Bankruptcy,  but  he  doubted 
whetiier  it  would  have  come  into  opera- 
tion at  all  but  for  the  question  having 
been  rwsed  by  hon.  Members  behind 
him.  If  Members  of  that  House  and  of 
the  House  of  Peers  became,  during  the 
time  of  bankruptcy,  incapable  of  dis- 
charging public  duties,  he  would  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  thought 
that  exceptional  treatment  shoiild  be 
adopted  in  the  case  of  a  legal  official  in 
the  Public  Service,  and  whether  he 
thought  it  advantageous  with  regard  to 
Ireland  that  an  omraal  who  had  come 
very  prominently  before  the  public,  and 
who  occupied  a  position  which  exposed 
men  to  much  adverse  criticism — namely, 
that  of  Crown  Prosecutor — that  such  an 
individual  should  be  singled  out  above 
all  other  officials  for  exceptional  treat- 
ment? He  thought,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, as  a  general  role,  to  ezeidBe  con 
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in  admiaiatration,  that  extreme  care 
should  be  exercised  when  the  Irish  Go- 
Temment  was  oonoemed,  beoaase,  un- 
fortunately, the  Iri^  Gorenimentdid  not 
enjoy  the  respect  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  Ireland ;  and  he  could  oon- 
ceive  nothing  more  likely  to  stimulate 
the  unpopularity  of  that  Government 
than  that  the  House  of  Oommons  should 
be  led  to  understand  that  an  official  of 
the  Government  was  to  be  excsnpt  from 
the  operation  of  one  of  the  ordinary 
Bules  of  the  Public  Service. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  oould 
venture  to  assure  the  noble  Lord  that 
nothing  was  further  fhnn  the  intention 
of  the  Qovemmeiit  than  to  apply  an  ex- 
ceptional mode  of  treatment  to  the  oaae 
of  Mr.  Bolton.  The  whole  quesfaon 
wastlus.  What  was  the  rule  of  Repub- 
lic Service,  and  what  was  ib»  just  appli- 
cation of  that  rule?  The  question  put 
by  his  hon.  fViend  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  Illingworth)  a  few  minutes  ago 
had  been  answered  by  what  had  been 
read  by  the  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  from  the  Trea- 
sury Minute  of  November,  1868.  When 
the  noble  Lord  spoke  to  him  he  hod  no 
recollection  in  the  matter  which  was  very 
serviceable ;  but  his  recolleotion  was, 
that  the  administration  of  the  Minute 
had  generally  been  in  conformity  with 
what  had  been  said  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson)— 
that  there  were  bankrupticnes  and  bank- 
ruptcies-'-4hat  was  to  say,  that  every^ 
thing  depended  upon  the  eharaotor  of 
tha  bankra^toy.  It  might  be  said  that 
this  was  with  r^rd  to  the  ultimate 
stops  to  be  taken,  and  that  suspension 
was  not  inevitable  in  any  case ;  but  sus- 
pension was  not  invariably  insisted  upon, 
and  there  was  the  case  of  a  person  in 
the  Ednoation  Department,  whom  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  name,  holding 
an  important  situation,  who  was  actually 
adjudicated  a  bankrupt,  but  who  was 
not  suspended  for  an  hour,  so  far  was 
the  nature  of  the  case  known  to  be  in 
his  &vour.  That,  however,  he  admitted, 
was  not  a  case  in  the  same  sense.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  there  was  no  ro<nn 
lelt  for  doubt.  The  Minute  of  Novem- 
ber, 1868,  was  dearly  in  the  nature  of  a 
enal  law,  and,  bnng  so,  it  was  the 
uty  of  the  Treasury  to  administer  it 
strictly ;  and,  whatever  might  be  the 
•Dunmt  of  feeling  in  that  Houie^  it  wm 


their  duty  to  asoertain  its  oonstmc- 
tion — not  stretoh  its  applicatioa — and 
that  his  right  hon.  Fnend  said  vms 
being  done  by  the  beet  means  in  ha» 
power.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  said  to  have  been  defending  Mr. 
Bolton ;  but  the  extent  of  that  defenoe 
was  to  see  that  strict  justice  was  admi- 
nistered to  him.  He  had  one  additi<Hi 
to  make  to  what  had  been  stated  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  which,  he  thought, 
would  satisfy  the  Committee.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  had  promised  that  he  would 
obtain  the  best  legal  judgment  he  ooald 
of  the  meaning  and  coostruotion  vt  this 
Rule ;  and  to  that  he  might  add,  as  it 
was  fair  matter  for  discussion,  that  if 
this  Yote  were  now  allowed  to  pass,  the 
Government  proposed  that  iha  Beport 
of  the  Vote  would  not  be  tak«n  until 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  obtained  the 
judgment  he  sought.  He  hoped  the 
Committee,  under  the  oiroumstancea, 
would  BOO  that,  if  the  Tote  wen  paased, 
this  question  oould  be  raised  at  a  time 
when  the  Govemmmt  woald  be  ia 
a  position  to  state  dedsivdj  Hhaix 
course. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  they  were  en- 
titled  to  demand  from  the  Government 
to  take  immediately  a  step  which  th^ 
were  clearly  not  dispoeed  to  toke.  He 
failed  to  discover  any  reason  in  the  state- 
ments  of  Members  of  the  Gtovammant 
why  this  should  not  be  done.  The  right 
hoa.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Seoretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  read 
a  Treasury  Minute  to  the  Oommittee^ 
the  existenoa  of  which  was  qnito  as 
known  to  th»  Ghyvemment  tm  Wednesday 
last  aa  it  was  that  night.  Now,  tiut 
Minute  provided  that  U  a  Oivil  servant 
became  oankmpt,  or  entered  into  a 
composition  with  his  creditors,  he  should 
be  suspended  in  consequence.  What 
was  the  position  of  Mr.  Bolten?  He 
had  filed  affidavits  in  the  Oonrt  oiF 
Bankruptcy ;  one  of  them,  dated  the 
2nd  of  July,  was  headed  "  In  the  Bank- 
ruptey  Court,  Ireland,  in  the  mattw  of 
George  Bolton.  Petition  for  arrange- 
ment." He  (Mr.  Sexton)  said  then  tSat 
Mr.  Bolton  had  entered  into  a  composi- 
tion with  his  creditors,  so  far  as  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  do  so.  He  had  done 
all  in  his  power  to  make  a  composition 
with  his  creditors;  and  ha  maintained 
that,  applying  the  rule  of  Ikt  Eng^ah 
Civil  Suvice,  the  GOTemment  wm 
bound  to  iiuipend  him.  Thaf  wen  teU 
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tbat  action  wonld  be  taken  when  tlie 
oonetruction  of  the  Minute  was  ascer- 
tained; but  he  said  that  Mr.  Bolton 
OQ^ht  to  be  snspended  nov.  No  doubt, 
as  it  yn»  said,  there  were  bankruptcies 
and  buikmptoies — so  muoh  the  worse 
for  Mr.  Bolton,  for  a  bankruptcy  like 
his  had  not  been  seen  for  a  long  time. 
Judge  Walsh  had  declared  his  conduct 
towards  his  own  relatives  and  family  to 
have  been  of  a  fearful  character,  and 
yet  the  Prime  Minister  contended  that 
there  were  reasons  for  etill  further  delay. 
He  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  if 
the  Gbvenunent  agreed  to  take  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Vote  at  a  reasonable  hour, 
and  undertook  before  that  to  aaoertaan  the 
law,  th^  might  not  change  the  charaeter 
of  their  present  wpositum  to  the  Vote. 

Us.  eLABSTONE  said,  the  term 
"reaaonable  hour"  waaarelatLTO  one. 
As  Mr.  Speaker  had  stated  the  other 
day  from  the  Ohair,  it  did  not  mean  ex- 
actly tiie  tame  thing  in  August  as  it  did 
ia  the  month  of  May.  Wim  that  resar- 
Tfltion  he  was  prepared  to  assent  to  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Me.  HEALY  said,  he  supposed  the 
Government  meant  by  a  "reasonable 
hour  "  9  or  10  o'clock.  [Mr.  GijLDbtohz 
diaeented.]  No  doubt,  then,  they  con- 
sidered I  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  a 
reasonable  hour.  They  had  just  had  an 
iDBtance  of  that,  for  the  House  had  been 
discttseing  the  Irish  Magistrates  Bill 
until  5  o'clock  that  morning.  But  there 
was  one  point  about  which  he  should 
like  to  have  some  information  at  the 
present  moment.  Mr.  Bolton  had  com- 
mitted flat  penury  on  Thursday  last. 
What  notice  nad  been  taken  of  tiiat  by 
the  Government?  He  swore  before 
Judge  Walsh,  in  order  to  proeure  a 
postponement,  that  he  required  an  ad- 
journment on  the  ground  tlut  he  was  a 
material  and  neoessaiy  witness.  His 
words  were— 

**  I  saj  I  am  a  material  and  neceMary  witness, 
and  I  believe  a  material  witness  for  myself  on 
the  trial  of  both  aotions." 

That  affidavit  was  sworn  in  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Ck>urt  on  Thursday  last.  But 
what  bad  occurred  to-day  in  Belfast? 
After  swearing  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court 
the  other  day  tbat  he  was  a  necessary 
and  material  witness  fw  himself  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  a  postponement, 
Mr.  Bolton  aeoUned  to  go  into  the  wit- 
ness box  at  Belfast.  Now,  he  asked, 
what  notioe  were  the  OoTenunent  going 


to  take  of  that  affidavit  ?  Here  was  a 
man  charged  with  a  series  of  crimes  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien)  in  United  Ireland ;  he  had 
been  called  by  that  hon.  Member 
everything  but  one  thing;  and,  not- 
withstandmg  the  affidavit  he  had 
made,  his  case  had  to-day  been  closed 
without  his  daring  to  go  into  the  wit* 
ness  box.  They  asked  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Vote;  but  he  must  say  it 
was  not  merely  as  a  bankrupt  that  he 
impeached  Mr.  Bolton.  He  regarded 
him  as  a  fraudulent,  perjured  swindler, 
all  along  the  line.  He  oared  nothing 
whether  he  was  a  bankrupt  or  not. 
However  his  bankruntt^  might  go,  or 
whatever  might  be  the  verdict,  he  said 
it  was  a  disgrace  and  a  scandal  for  the 
Gkivemment  to  keep  the  ease  over  the 
Belfast  Aanse.  Then  thc^  were  told 
that  it  was  a  question  whether  Mr.  Bol- 
ton's bankruptcy  was  of  a  character 
which  ought  to  carry  with  it  the  penal 
action  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
Minute.  He  would  ask,  who  were  the 
people  seeking  to  make  Mr.  Bolton  a 
bankrupt  ?  Why,  it  was  his  wife's 
trustees,  who  claimed  to  the  extent  of 
£26,000;  and  it  was  with  regard  to  that 
money  that  Judge  Welsh  declared  that 
Mr.  Bolton  had  acted  in  a  fearful  man- 
ner towards  his  wife.  Bolton  had  been 
let  off  by  the  late  Lord  Ohancellor  Law 
in  this  way — he  produced  a  letter  from 
bis  wife  stating  that  if  she  got  this 
£26,000,  she  was  willing  that  her  hus- 
band should  continue  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice—ehe  did  not  want,  bo  to  speak,  to 
take  the  bread  out  of  his  mouih.  Hav- 
ing entrapped  Lord  Ohanoellor  Law  into 
continuing  him  in  his  position,  what  did 
he  do?  So  far  from  paying  the  £26.000, 
he  had  pocketed  the  money  whioh  he 
got  by  a  fraudulent  deed ;  he  had  acted 
as  a  fraudulent  trustee,  and  in  a  way  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  the  Profession,  and 
in  suoh  a  way  that  the  Judge  declared 
that  he  ought  to  be  struck  off  the  Bolls. 
And  now  it  was  his  wife's  trustees  who 
were  seeking  to  make  him  bankrupt  in 
Dublin.  Such  was  the  man  whom  the 
Government  retained  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. The  declaration  of  the  Judge 
alone,  with  regard  to  his  conduct,  he 
should  have  thought'  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  induce  the  Government  to 
come  to  a  speedy  issue  in  this  matter. 
Whether  tiie  Bule  of  1668  applied  or 
not,  Qeoige  Bolton  was  iu>t  uie  maa 
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whom  it  was  desirable  should  condnot 
proseoations  in  Ireland.  Hon.  Members 
on  those  Benches  had  pointed  ont  his 
acts  in  that  House ;  they  had  shown 
exactly  the  positicm  in  which  he  stood 
to  English  Gentlemen,  not  once  but 
many  times, 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson) 
had  used  the  expression  with  regard  to 
this  ease  that  there  were  *'baakrupt- 
cies  and  bankruptcies ; "  and  the  Prime 
Minister  also  appeared  to  convey  that 
the  nature  of  the  bankruptcy  should  be 
considered ;  but  one  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary excnaes  for  Mr.  Bolton  was 
that  whioh  had  been  put  forward  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Seere- 
taiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  Bolton,  it  appeared,  had  bought  a 
lot  of  land  ;  he  had  raised  the  rents,  and 
when  he  was  wringing  out  of  his  unfor- 
tunate tenants  sufficient  to  pay  his  debts, 
that  landable  object  was  defeated  by  the 
operation  of  the  Land  Act.  He  (Mr. 
Dawson)  -asked  whether  that  would  be 
considered  an  extenuating  circumstance 
when  Mr.  Bolton's  bankruptcy  was  con- 
sidered ?  Would  any  man,  who  had 
acted  as  Mr.  Bolton  had  acted,  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  member  of  a  London 
Club,  an  inBtitution  which,  of  course, 
had  no  responsibility,  as  the  Govern- 
ment had,  towards  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. He  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on 
a  sabject  referred  to  iu  connection  with 
this  Estimate  before  the  Prime  Minister 
entered  the  House.  There  were  re- 
marks made  upon  the  payments  by  fees 
instead  of  by  salary,  in  the  case  of  the 
legal  officials  in  Ireland.  That  practice, 
payment  by  results,  pervaded  the  whole 
system  of  Government  in  Ireland.  It 
was  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,  because  every 
delay  was  money  to  the  Law  Offioers ; 
it  was  profit  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
denied  justice;  and  the  people  of  Ire- 
land in  consequence  did  not  get  that 
justice  which,  as  the  Attorney  General 
for  England  said,  the  English  people  so 
much  respected.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  pointed  out 
that  the  hou.  Member  for  Sligo  had 
forgotten  to  refer  to  the  £15,000  in 
the  Supplementary  Estimate,  which  he 
should  have  taken  into  his  oalonlation. 
But  hoW)  he  asked,  were  hem.  Members 
to  have  information  which  was  not  put 


into  their  hands  until  it  was  too  late  to 
be  considered  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Prime  Minister  had  diseatab- 
lished  the  English  Church  in  Ireland ; 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  also  dia- 
estabUsh  that  hierarchy  of  people  in 
Ireland,  who  held  their  position  on  tiie 
pernicious  system  of  payment  by  re- 
sults, if  he  would  complete  the  iminroTO- 
ment  of  the  condition  of  the  Irish  people. 
It  had  been  shown  by  evidence  ^ven 
before  the  Committee  sitting  to  inquire 
into  the  prisons*  system  that  there  wne 
Araizes  in  Ireland  without  crimm  to  try, 
and  prisons  withoat  prisoners;  and, 
therefore,  that  thoce  was  no  need  for 
the  expensive  arrangements  with  whidk 
the  country  was  saddled,  and  no  ifiasmi 
for  this  enormons  expenditure  on  proee- 
cutions  and  law  establishments.  Th«y 
had  no  Assize  business  of  any  mosaeat; 
and,  therefore,  it  oame  to  this— that  if 
the  men  who  were  receiving  the  enonnous 
salaries  com^ained  of  wars  to  give  some 
value  for  the  money  they  received,  erime 
muBu  be  directly  promoted,  so  that  there 
would  be  some  justifioation  for  the 
greatLawChaxgesiuIreland.  Hea^reed 
with  the  hou.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  that  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  was  very  badly 
paid.  He  (Mr.  Dawson)  had  a  very 
high  opinion  of  the  conspicuous  pro- 
feasional  ability  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  he  should  certainly  be 
disposed  to  give  him  a  salary  oom- 
mensorate  with  his  abilities ;  but  to  give 
a  salary  of  £5,000  a-year,  aad  fees  to 
the  amount  of  £8,000  a-^rear,  poii^ed 
Uie  mOTal  of  the  tale  which  the  iriah 
Members  wwe  anxious  to  lay  b^ore  the 
Committee.  He  trusted  that  at  no  die- 
tant  date  public  officials  in  Ireland 
would  be  paid  by  some  fixed  salary. 

Mb.  HABRINGTON  said,  there  was 
just  one  point  he  wished  to  direct  atten- 
tiou  to  with  regard  to  Mr.  Geoi^  Bolton. 
He  was  perfectly  satisfied  wiUi  the  as- 
surance given  to  his  hon.  Friend  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, and  he  believed  that  that  the  in- 
quiry which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  promised  to  make  could  result 
in  nothing  but  that  which  he  (Mr. 
Harrington)  and  his  hon.  Friends  had 
for  some  time  been  fighting  for.  He 
wished,  however,  to  point  out  to  the 
Gh3vemment  what  the  poution  <^  Mr. 
George  Bolton  was  at  the  javsent  tinw 
before  the  Oonrt  of  Baiikrt^>toy.  A«  a 
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matter  of  fact,  Mr.  George  Bolton 
pledged  the  QoTemment  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  GoTemment  and  the  Trea- 
Btuy  in  trust  to  his  creditors.  Now,  that 
was  a  position  which  the  Government 
ought  innnediately  to  take  steps  to  die- 
asBociate  themselves  from.  The  chief 
objection  to  the  position  Mr.  Bolton  had 
assamed  was  that  he  pledged  himself 
to  give  out  of  his  salary  a  sum  of  £300 
a-jear  to  his  creditors  as  a  portion  of 
his  arrangement.  Now,  he  uioaght  it 
should  be  made  clear  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment  to  Mr.  Bolton  and  his 
creditors  that  while  the  Government 
was  considering  the  qnestion  of  the 
eharaoter  of  the  bankruptoy— that  was 
to  say,  considering  whether  Bolton  had 
been  bnraght  into  Court  by  his  own 
misconduct  or  by  the  course  of  cirenm- 
stanoes  over  which  he  had  no  control — 
the  Government  should  take  steps  to 
©ecu re  that  his  promise  to  pledge  them 
and  their  credit  should  not  be  a  portion 
of  any  arrangement  which  he  proposed 
to  make  with  his  creditors.  He  (Mr. 
Harrington)  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  would 
see  the  justice  of  that  suggestion.  In 
the  first  place,  what  he  suggested  was 
only  just  to  the  country.  It  was  not 
that  a  public  servant,  whose  conduct 
was  to  be  made  the  subject  of  an  official 
inquiry,  should  be  able  to  pledge  the 
credit  of  the  Government  as  one  of  the 
means  he  intended  to  employ  in  order  to 
escape  firom  the  position  he  had  been 
reduced  to.  Then,  again,  it  was  not 
just  to  the  creditors  that  Bolt<m  should 
be  able  to  state  to  them  that  he  would 
allocate  the  sum  of  £H00  a^year  out  of 
hissalaiy.  The  creditors  knew  the  man's 
pwition  in  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
they  knew  the  character  of  the  man, 
they  were  aware  of  the  influenoe  be  had 
with  the  Executive,  and  they  would 
naturally  imagine  that  it  was  only  by  an 
arrangement  with  Her  Majestys  Govern- 
ment that  he  was  able  to  make  the  o£fer 
in  question.  It  was,  therefore,  of  the 
utmost  importance  that,  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  it  should  be  clearly 
stated  that  Bolton  was  not  in  a  position 
to  offer  £300  a-year  out  of  his  salary 
until  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
considered  whether  his  bankruptcy  had 
been  brought  about  by  his  own  mis- 
condoot,  or  by  the  course  of  circum- 
stancM  over  which  he  had  no  control. 
That  was  the  only  point  to  which  he 


(Mr.  Harrington)  wished  to  direct  atten< 
tion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  had  taken  a  very  j  udicious 
and  proper  course  in  promising  to  in- 
quire into  this  case.  No  doubt,  Mr. 
George  Bolton  had  for  a  long  time  been 
in  the  service  of  the  Grown  in  Ireland ; 
but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
the  eharaoter  of  Mr.  Bolton's  services — 
if  he  knew  the  estimation  in  which  those 
services  were  held  by  the  vast  majorilgr 
of  the  people  of  Ireland — a  majority 
composed  of  people  who  difEered  very 
widely  as  to  political  opinions  and  re- 
ligious convictions — he  wuidd  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  length  of 
Bolton's  services  to  the  Grown  in 
land  should  be  no  element  in  the  eon- 
sideration  of  whether  justice  ought  to 
be  done ;  whetheor  a  man  who  had  mis- 
used his  position,  and  who  had  been  a 
source  of  vital  contention  between  the 
Government  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
for  years,  should  not  be  removed  from 
office. 

Mb.  I>.  GBANT  said,  he  oould  not 
fail  to  admire  the  Irish  Members  for  the 
clearness  and  power  with  which  they 
had  put  their  case  before  the  Oommittee. 
As  liey  always  did,  they  had  on  the 
present  occasion  put  their  case  in  the 
very  best  aspect  before  the  Committee ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  disguise  from 
one's  mind  the  fact  that  for  a  consider- 
able time  the  Oommittee  had  been  sub- 
jected to  a  repetition  of  the  same  argu- 
ments, the  same  phrases,  and  the  same 
expressions,  all  of  which  led  to  the  same 
oondnraon.  He  put  it  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  whether,  when  they  had 
once  stated  their  ease  with  great  fulness, 
aud  with  the  skill  and  power  which  was 
oharacteristio  of  their  race,  it  was  not 
fair  to  the  Oommittee  generally  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  the 
work  in  hand  ?  Was  it  not  particularly 
reasonable  that  hon.  Gentlemen  should 
allow  Business  to  be  done  on  the 
present  occasion,  inasmuch  as  they  had 
extracted  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a  pledge, 
as  distinct  and  clear  as  it  was  possible  to 
be»  that  before  the  matter  proceeded  one 
step  further,  it  should  be  fully  coosi- 
d«red  in  all  its  bearings  ?  Furthermore, 
the  pledge  had  been  given  that  Mr. 
George  ^bon  should  be  placed  on  ex- 
actly the  same  footii^  as  that  on  which 
any  Englidli  (Xvil  servant  stood.  What 
more  could  be  ORked?  Ifthepled^of 
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tlie  Gorenunent  were  aooepted,  why  dit- 
0U88  tiie  subject  further?  If  they  re- 
jected ihe  pledgee  of  the  Gorennnent,  of 
oouree,  the  qneBtum  assumed  an  alto^ 
ther  new  phase.  He  hoped  the  Insh 
Members  would  now  be  oontent  with  ^e 
aesurancea  of  the  Government,  and  allow 
the  Yote  to  be  taken. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  said,  that,  inas- 
much as  the  assaranoe  had  been  given 
that  the  subject  should  be  discussed  on 
Beport,  it  would  be  rather  hard  on  the 
Oommittee  and  on  the  Government,  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  insisted  on  debating  it 
now.  It  was  generally  admitted  that 
tibe  offer  of  the  Government  was  a  fair 
one ;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  he  would 
not  be  asking  too  mut^  if  he  ashed  that 
the  Oommittee  should  now  be  allowed  to 
prooeed  with  its  Business. 

Mb.  FABNELL  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  had  made 
an  offer  whioh,  under  all  the  eiroum- 
stances  of  the  caaea,  was  a  fur  one,  and 
one  which  the  hon.  Oentlemaa  the  Mem- 
ber for  Stigo  (Mr.  Sexton),  before  he 
left  the  House,  oommissioned  him  to 
accept  in  his  name.  But  before  doing 
so,  be  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
tiie  Oommittee  to  two  points  with  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  First  of  all,  they 
might  fairly  ask  that  the  decision  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  Mr.  Bolton  Bm>uld  be  taken  with- 
out any  unnecessary  delay.  They  were 
entitled  to  ask  that,  because  it  was  two 
months  uoce  thismatterwas  first  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Ohief  Seoretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  he  (Mr. 
Pamell)  was  certainly  entitled  to  say 
that  so  far  there  had  been  very  unrea- 
sonable delay  on  the  part  of  the  right 
hon.  Gkoitleman.  It  was  only  now,  after 
the  lapse  of  two  months  since  the  differ- 
ences in  the  customs  regulating  the  Eng- 
lish and  Irish  Oivil  Serrices  was  first 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  House, 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  told  that 
the  Irish  Executive  would  inquire  how 
far  the  suspension  ci  iSx,  Bolton  would 
be  neeessitated  by  following  out  the 
custom  of  the  English  Oinl  service. 
Under  the  oiroumstanoes,  he  thought  he 
was  entitled  to  ask,  firstly,  that  there 
should  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in  com- 
ing to  the  decision  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Bolton's  suspension ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  Beport  of  tlus  Yote  should  be  brought 
on  at  a  not  unreasonable  hour — say, 
after  11  or  half-past  11  o'dook  at  night. 

ifr.  i>.  Gran^ 


He  had  now  to  ask,  in  the  name  of  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton),  for  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  he  did  not  rise  fin 
the  purpose  of  continuing  the  discussion 
with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Bolton  ; 
but  there  were  one  or  two  points  on  this 
Vote  which  he  should  like  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Committee.  He  should 
like,  in  the  first  place,  to  say,  in  pasnog, 
that  it  Irish  Members  were  sometimes 
forced  to  repeat  arguments,  it  was  owing 
to  the  stolid  indifference  with  which  their 
arguments  were  received  by  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Treasury  Bench.  One  of  the 
points  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  atten- 
tion concerned  the  Law  Adviser  to  the 
drown.  It  seemed,  from  a  foot-note,  thiU 
the  salary  attached  to  this  Office  had 
oeased ;  and  what  he  desived  to  know 
was,  whether  it  was  proposed  to  disom- 
tinas  it  altogedier  f  The  second  poiat 
to  whioh  he  nad  to  refer  was  that  some 
time  ago  hs  called  attention  to  the  con- 
viction of  two  persons  at  the  Cork  Winter 
Assizes  of  last  year.  The  name  of  the 
persons  convicted  was  Belahunty,  and 
the  significant  point  in  the  case  was  that 
one  of  the  witnesses  examined  had  since 
died  ;  but  immediately  before  his  death 
he  made  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that 
a  policeman  had  induced  him  to  swear 
against  the  prisoners,  although,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  knew  nothing  at  all 
against  them.  That  dying  declaration 
was  of  so  imusual  a  character  that  the 
Ohief  Secretary  decided  to  submit  it  to 
the  Judge  who  tried  the  case — Mr.  Jus- 
tice Barry  —  and  to  ask  the  learned 
Judge's  opinion  as  to  its  bearing  upcm 
the  conviction.  Seeing  that  that  dying 
declaration  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Jnstioe 
Barry  six  weeks  or  two  months  ago,  and 
seeing  that  the  Ddahuntys  were  stUl  is 
penal  servitude,  and  knowing,  as  ha 
(Mr.  Kenny)  did,  they  had  been  con- 
vioted  on  ihe  mmt  tnvial  evidence,  a 
porti<»i  of  whioh,  aocording  to  the  dying 
deolaration  of  a  witness,  was  suborned, 
it  would  be  of  great  intwest  to  the  people 
of  the  district  in  Ireland  to  which  the 
prisoners  belonged,  and  also  of  great 
interest  to  many  Members  of  the  House, 
to  know  what  the  opinion  of  Uie  leaived 
Judge  was  in  the  matter.  He  (Ur. 
Kenny)  gave  Notice  lost  night  of  lu* 
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mtention  to  aak  Airther  qaestions  of  the 

Chief  Secretary  on  the  subject  next  Fri- 
day, in  order  that,  perhaps,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might,  when  the  Vote 
was  taken — he  (Mr.  Kenny)  was  not 
aware  it  would  be  taken  to-night — be  in 
a  position  to  make  some  explanation  re- 
lading  the  case  of  the  unfortanate  men 
in  question. 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  he  should 
prefer  to  say  nothing  upon  the  question 
that  night.  His  impression  was  that  the 
papers  were  still  with  Mr.  Justice  Barry. 
Se  would  attend  to  the  matter  at  once, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  by  Friday  he 
would  be  iu  a  position  to  answer  the 
queation  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny).  He 
liad  no  difficulty,  howcTor,  in  answering 
the  question  with  r«^rd  to  the  Vote  for 
the  Law  Adviser,  u  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  the  Govemmeot  in  Dublin 
— at  .any  rate,  it  had  been  thought  ne- 
cessary during  the  laet  four  or  five  years 
— should  have  someone  who  could  fill 
the  part  of  Law  Adriser.  That  position 
was  filled  at  present  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Naish).  If  the 
time  should  ever  come  when  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Lreland  and  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  both 
found  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
it  would  become  necessary  to  consider 
whether  a  Law  Adviser  uioald  be  ap- 
pointed. He  assured  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  the  Office  would  not  be  rerived  un- 
less  the  eerricea  of  s  Law  Adviser  would 
warrant  the  vayment  of  his  salaiy.  That 
contingency  nald  not  occurred,  and  he 
oonceived  it  wonld  not  occur  for  some 
little  time  to  oome.  He  trusted  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  satisfied  with  his 
assurance  aa  to  the  case  of  the  Dela- 
hnutys. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  of  late  it  had  been 
Tery  difficult  to  get  opinions  on  legal 
sabjeots  from  Dublin  Castle.  He  did 
not  know  whether  that  arose  from  the 
lapse  of  the  Office  of  Law  Adviser ;  but 
he  hoped  that  in  future  it  would  not 
take  three  or  four  months  to  ^et  an  opi- 
nion from  the  Law  Officers  with  respect 
to  a  very  simple  point  of  law.  There 
were  two  other  items  in  the  Vote  which 
strock  him  as  very  remarkable.  One 
was  the  increase  in  the  Estimate  for  the 
rapport  of  Grown  witnesses.  He  pre- 
sumed that  the  Estimate  was  for  the 
year  beginningon  the  Ist  of  April,  1B84, 
and  ending*  on  the  Slat  of  March,  1885, 


BO  that  the  £1,000  which  was  put  down 
for  the  support  of  Crown  witnesses  was 
pure  guess  work.  But  the  charge  was 
£250  in  exoesa  of  the  amount  which  was 
required  last  year.  Now,  they  all  knew 
that  criminal  prosecutions  in  Ireland, 
especially  prosecutions  of  that  character 
in  which  it  was  necessary  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  get  under  their  control,  and 
to  keep  under  their  control,  for  a  con- 
siderable period  persons  who  were  re- 
quired to  awear  against  others  charged 
with  serious  crimes  and  offences  had 
gfreatly  diminished;  and,  therefore,  he 
was  anxious  to  receive  some  explanation 
of  the  extra  amount  which  was  asked 
for.  The  other  item  he  had  to  bring 
under  notice  waa  the  defence  of  prisoners 
in  case  of  murder.  Nov,  the  fees  which 
were  paid  by  the  Grown  under  the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime  Act  to  counsel  who 
were  engaged  to  defend  prisoners  were 
notoriously  small ;  indeed,  they  were  so 
small  that  it  frequently  happened — it 
happened  in  the  case  of  the  Phoenix 
Park  murders — that  the  prisoners  were 
deprived  of  the  most  efficient  legal  ad- 
vice which  was  obtainable,  and  which, 
if  it  had  been  obtained,  might  have 
seriously  altered  the  aspect  of  affairs. 
The  item  for  the  defence  of  prisoners 
was  increased  by  the  sum  of  £85.  In 
view  of  the  diminution  of  oases  of  mur- 
der, it  was  very  suiprising  that  the  ex- 
enses  in  connection  with  them  should 
ave  increased  in  so  striking  a  manner. 
The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  pon 
IKELANI)  (Mr.  Wauosr)  pointed  out 
that  the  item  for  defence  of  prisonera 
charged  with  the  crime  of  miuder  had 
no  reference  to  the  cages  of  murder 
which  oame  under  the  Prerentbn  of 
Crime  Act. 

Mb.  PABNELL  said,  that  some  time 
ago  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  a  Ques- 
tion with,  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
Tabbercurry  prisoners,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  read  a  telegram  which  had 
been  received  from  the  prisoners'  solici- 
tor, asking  that  those  of  them  whom  the 
GK>vemment  intended  to  bring  to  tri^ 
should  be  brought  to  trial  at  once  be- 
fore the  Dublin  Oommiasion,  and  waiv- 
ing, on  their  behalf,  the  uanal  notice  of 
trial  which,  prisonera  were  entitled  to 
receive.  He  (Mr.  Pamell)  would  be 
glad  to  know  whether  the  matter  had 
reeeired  the  attention  <tf  the  light  hon. 
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G«ntleman  in  the  interral  which  had 
occurred,  and  whether  he  had  anj  an- 
nouncement to  make? 

Thb  solicitor  OBNBBAL  fob 
IBELANI)  (Kr.  Walkbb)  said,  the  Go- 
▼emment  would  be  Tery  glad  to  bring 
these  prisoners  to  trial  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment ;  but,  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman mnat  see,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  dispense  with  the  usual  notice, 
because  the  result  would  be  a  mis- 
trial. 

Me.PAENELL:  What  are  you  going 
to  do? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  WAtKER)  said,  the 
prisoners  could  not  be  tried  at  the 
coming  Commission.  It  was  impossible. 
[Mr.  Pahnbll  :  Why  ?]  Because  there 
was  not  sufficient  time  to  serve  the  no- 
tice of  trial ;  the  earliest  day  the  men 
could  be  tried  would  be  some  day  in 
October. 

Mb.  PASNELL  said,  he  thought  that 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentieman  was  monstrous.  It  was  now 
some  weeks  since  the  postponement  of 
the  trial  of  these  prisoners  was  obtained 
from  the  Judge  at  the  Sligo  Assise,  on  the 
ground  that  the  trial  could  not  fairly 
take  place  in  Sligo.  [The  Solicitor 
Gbkebal  for  Ibelakd  (Mr.  Walker): 
Not  very  long  ago.]  It  was  more  than 
10  days  ago  ;  that  was  to  say  the  Crown 
had  ample  time,  and  more  than  am^tle 
time,  to  serve  the  requisite  notice  with 
regard  to  the  trial  of  these  prisoners  at 
the  August  Assize.  Did  he  imderstand 
the  hon.  and  learoed  Gentleman  ad- 
hered to  that  statement  as  a  matter  of 
fftot  ?  [The  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Walker) ;  I  do.]  He  should 
like  to  know  why  it  was,  if  the  only  mo- 
tive of  the  Government,  with  regard  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  the  other 
Tubbercurry  prisoners,  was  to  secure  a 
change  of  venue,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial,  they  did  not 
proceed  to  take  steps  for  a  trial  else- 
where immediately  after  they  obtained 
the  postponement  of  the  trial?  What 
were  the  Irish  Members  and  the  Irish 
people  to  infer  from  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter  ?  Was  it  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  that  it  was 
undesirable  to  keep  untried  prisoners 
in  Ireland  awaiting  trial  for  length- 
ened terms ;  and  if  it  be  not  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  that  it  was  so  un- 
desirable, then  all  he  could  say  was  that 

Mr,  PanuU 


all  the  understandings,  and  protests,  and 
accusations  upon  which  the  Government 
obtained  the  powers  conferred  uj^n 
them  by  the  Act  of  1882  for  cihaiiging 
Tenuea  would  be  utteriy  thrown  on  one 
side  by  their  conduct  with  reference  to 
t  bis  ease.  Having  regard  to  the  whole 
course  of  the  Crown  prosecution  \rith 
reference  to  the  Tubbercurry  prisoners, 
it  was  monstrous  that  a  Libert  Ghrvem- 
ment,  havingresortedtothepoUcyofdelay 
from  the  very  commencement  of  these 
proceedings,  after  having  obtained  re- 
peated adjournments  of  the  proceedings 
before  the  magfistrates,  after  having 
postponed  the  trial  before  the  Sligo  As- 
size upon  flimsy  pretexts  that  the  act  <^ 
another  person  in  connection  with  the 
priRoners  had  prejudiced  the  chance  of 
the  Grown  obtaining  a  conviction— he 
said  it  was  monstrous  they  should  not 
have  immediately  proceeded,  with  all 
the  machinery  at  their  command,  to  poi 
the  men  upon  their  trial  in  a  Dublin 
Court.  What  had  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  ( Mr.  Naish),  with  his  swollen 
salary  and  his  enormous  fees,  which  the 
Committee  were  asked  to  pay  hitn,  to  do 
but  to  attend  to  matters  of  this  kind  f 
He  (Mr.  Parnell)  asserted  it  was  mon- 
strous that  the  Government  should  lose 
a  single  minute  in  taking  the  necessary 
steps  to  bring  these  Tubbercurry  pri- 
soners to  trial.  On  a  former  occasion 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton)  read  a 
telegram,  which  he  had  received  from 
the  solicitors  to  the  parties,  offering  to 
waive  the  customary  notice ;  but  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland  now  said  that  the 
waiver  would  be  of  no  use,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  bring  the  prisoners  to 
trial  on  the  5th  of  August,  as  10  days' 
notice  of  trial  must  by  law  be  served  on 
the  prisoners,  and  that  it  wm  not  in  the 
power  of  prisoners  in  oriminal  cases  to 
waive  that  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown.  But  this  matter  was  under  dis- 
cussion four  or  five  days  ago  in  Com- 
mittee, and  the  demand  was  specifically 
made  that  the  (JoTwnment  lOiould  bring 
these  men  to  trial  at  onoe.  A  telegram 
was  sent  imn  the  prisoners  claiming  to 
be  ;placed  on  their  trial  at  the  forth- 
coming Dublin  Sessions ;  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  replied,  in  the  usual  stereo- 
typed fashion,  that  there  was  no  un- 
necessary time  being  lost.  He  had  an- 
other telegram  from  one  of  these  long- 
suffering  men  from  Sligo  OtvA — 
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"  Fkaae  pren  the  Chief  Secretary  to  put  lu 
on  trial  at  the  Comroissioa  which  opens  earl^ 
next  month  in  Dublin." 

In  tlie  face  of  the  repeated  delay's  and 
aubterfuges  resorted  to  by  the  Govern- 
ment,  if  these  men  could  not  bcplaced 
on  their  trial  next  month,  the  only  other 
honest  and  straightforward  course  open 
to  the  GoTeromeut  was  to  release  them 
all  on  bail.  How  could  they  trust  the 
declarationBof  the  GoTemment  Uiat  they 
would  bring  these  men  to  speedy  tria^ 
when  this  was  the  way  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners  were  bandied  about,  and 
kept  in  pri8(m  for  seven  months,  as  they 
would  have  been  next  October,  which, 
according  to  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  was  the  next  earliest  time  when 
they  could  be  put  on  their  trial  ?  The 
truth  of  the  matter  was  that,  from  the 
first  moment  of  their  arrest,  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  case  against  them,  and  they 
knew  it.  They  were  fishing  for  evi- 
dence, and  were  attempting  to  work  on 
the  fears  of  the  prisoners,  and  in  that 
illeg^  manuOT  to  induce  them  to  turn 
Queen's  evidence  against  each  other. 
!niey  had  a  wretched  informer,  a  man 
whme  oharaoter  was  so  bad  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  obliged  to  apply  for  a 
dumge  of  veane,  bemuse  they  oould  not 
produce  this  wretched  character  in  tiie 
box  as  their  sole  reliance,  in  a  district 
where  his  character  and  histoiy  were  so 
well  known.  What  evidence  had  they 
i^ainst  Ur.  Fit^erald.  one  of  his  con- 
stituents in  Oork  ?  He  was  a  gentl^nan 
whom  he  had  known  for  years,  and  was 
as  incapable  of  any  dishonourable  act  as 
the  Chief  Secretary  himself ;  and  be 
would  say  that,  although  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
had  opposed  him  more  than  once  in  poli- 
tical matters.  He  was  arrested  in  the 
streets  of  London  opposite  Scotland  Yard 
five  months  ago,  and  the  English  news- 
papers were  at  once  instructed  to  insert 
paragraphs  about  his  arrest,  saying  that 
it  signalized  the  urival  in  London  to 
show  what  a  great  man  he  was,  and  how 
speedily  he  could  unravel  the  designs  of 
the  rebels  against  the  Queen.  He  was 
arrested  widiout  a  warrant.  They  had 
heard  the  other  day  of  thennwillingaess 
of  the  police  to  arrest  persons  accused 
of  the  most  horrible  offenees  without 
warrant ;  but  there  was  no  such  un- 
wiUingnees  in  thecaseof  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 
He  was  arrested  without  a  warrant,  and 
the  English  papers  were  at  once  in- 
structed to  say  that  the  thief  of  the 


dynamiters  had  been  discovered.  He 
was  then  hurried  over  to  Ireland  and 
put  in  prison  in  Dublin;  he  was  then 
sent  to  the  prison  in  Sligo,  and  a  rumour 
was  sent  round  by  Uie  Crown  officers 
that  he  had  turned  Queen's  evidence 
against  the  persons  who  had  been  pre- 
viously arrested.  Every  attempt  was 
made  to  prejudice  his  case  and  excito 
public  opmion  in  this  country  against 
nim.  Then  he  was  charged  with  treason- 
felony  ;  then  with  conspiracy  to  murder; 
next  the  charge  of  conspiracy  to  murder 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  charge  of  trea- 
son-felony only  was  proceeded  with. 
In  1882,  when  the  Prevention  of  Grime 
Act  was  being  passed,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  the  Home  Secretary  gave  an 
assurance  that  these  charges  of  treason- 
felony  should  not  be  raked  up  against 
men  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act, 
and  be  now  claimed  the  fulfilment  of 
that  pledge.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Government  had  taken  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  bring  these  prisoners  to 
trial  at  the  Special  Commission  in  Dublin 
and  not  at  SUgo,  and  that  there  had  been 
abundant  time  to  serve  the  notices  on 
the  Judges  in  Dublin  for  a  change  of 
venue,  there  was  now  no  course  open  to 
the  Government  bat  to  release  these  men 
on  the  solid  and  substantial  bail  th^ 
were  prepared  to  give.  They  would  all 
come  up  for  trial  when  the  time  arrived. 
It  was  abominable  and  infamous  that 
the  wives  and  families  of  these  men 
should  be  left  in  starvation  owing  to  the 
illegal  conduct  of  the  Government  to- 
wards these  prisoners.  He  could  not 
see  what  difference  there  was  between 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Ireland  now  and 
last  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Crime 
Act  of  the  present  Chief  Secretary  and 
under  the  Coercion  Act  of  the  former 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster). 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
kept  a  vast  number  of  men  in  prison  for 
a  long  time  without  trial  under  the 
ordinary  laws ;  and  it  was  not  right,  or 
just,  or  Constitutional,  or  in  aocordance 
with  the  traditions  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
that  this  course  of  conduct  should  be 

gersisted  in,  and  he  demanded  from  the 
-ovemmant  the  release  of  these  men  on 
that  solid  and  substantial  bail  they  were 
prepared  to  offer,  or  else  that  they 
should  be  at  once  put  upon  their  trial. 

Kb.  HAEBINGTON  said,  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  do  well  to  listen  to  th« 
advioe  of  the  hon.  Uember  for  the  City 
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of  Oork  (lb.  Famell).  It  was  evident 
that  the  Government  had  been  doiDg'  all 
in  their  power  to  delay  bringing  these 
men  to  trial;  and  although,  no  doubt, 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  was 
technically  accurate  when  he  said  there 
would  be  no  opportunity  of  accepting 
the  offer  of  the  prisoners  to  bring  them 
to  trial  before  October  next,  yet  he 
wished  to  draw  attention  to  this  fact — 
that  a  true  bill  had  been  found  against 
these  men  at  the  Sligo  Assizes.  It  was 
not  necessary  that  they  should  be  put  on 
trial  at  the  opening  of  the  CommisBion 
in  Dublin.  A  true  bill  having  been 
found  against  them  by  the  Grand  Jury 
in  Sligo,  it  was  not  neoessary  to  have 
their  case  submitted  to  the  Grand  Jury 
in  Dublin.  If  the  Commission  was  to 
last  several  days  in  Dublin,  was  there 
not  still  time  to  serve  the  10  days'  notioe 
of  bringing  tliese  men  to  trial  before  the 
end  of  the  Oommission?  If  not,  then 
he  would  ask  the  Government  to  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  the  delay  in  this  case 
had  been  all  their  own.  From  the  com- 
mencement these  men  had  been  most 
anxious  to  be  brought  to  trial,  and  they 
had  challenged  the  Government  to  bring 
them  into  Court  and  try  the  charge  made 
against  them.  A  postponemeot  was  ob- 
tained at  the  recent  Sligo  Assizes,  on  the 
ground  that  a  document  had  been  cir- 
culated throughout  the  country  asking 
for  evidence  for  the  defence  of  these 
men,  and  that  that  had  been  circulated 
in  order  to  prejudice  their  trial.  If  that 
was  so,  the  document  was  certainly  cir- 
culated a  month  or  two  before  the  day 
of  trial ;  and  if  the  document  was  cir- 
culated so  early  as  that,  the  Government 
had  cognizance  of  it.  Why,  then,  did 
they  not  change  tiie  venue  in  time  to 
bring  the  men  to  farial  on  the  fith  of 
August  ?  WhatevM  mi^ht  be  the  in- 
terpretation Ministers  in  London  put 
on  the  action  of  'offidals  in  Ireland, 
the  people  in  Ireland  would  onl^ 
take  one  view,  and  that  was  that  Ais 
was  only  a  part  of  the  Government 
policy  in  that  country  for  years  past. 
They  had  taken  innocent  men  and  put 
them  in  prison,  and  then  worked  upon 
their  fears  to  get  some  of  them  to  give 
information  against  others,  and  so  get 
convictions  against  them.  If  that  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
what  was  their  objection  to  admit  these 
men  to  bail  ?  They  mieh^  at  least,  ad- 
mit  Bome  of  them  to  bul,   Th«j  had 
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said  the  evidence  was  not  ao  strong 
against  some  as  against  others  \  but 
they  had  no  right  to  set  themselves  up 
as  judges  of  these  men.  The  delays 
were  not  the  fault  of  the  men,  but  of 
the  Government,  and  it  was  quite  time 
that  the  Government  stated  they  would 
not  oppose  the  release  of  these  men  on 
bail.  Bad  as  was  the  administration  of 
the  right  bon.  Member  for  Bradford 
when  he  was  in  Ireland;  in&moue  as 
was  the  system  practised  under  his  ri- 
gime,  the  policy  of  keeping  men  in  prison 
month  after  month  and  year  after  year 
without  trial  was  far  more  infamous  and 
disgraceful  than  anything  practised  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford. 
There  were  now  in  prison  in  Ireland  men 
who  had  been  kept  there  for  18  or  19 
months ;  and  some  men  who  had  re- 
cently been  put  upon  their  trial  at  Sligo 
had  been  kept  in  prison  waiting  for  trial 
18  months.  When  the  man  who  was 
duu-ged  with  and  oonvioted  of  the  murder 
of  a  policeman  in  Gkdway  was  ;^t  upon 
his  trial  he  had  been  kept  waiting  for 
1 8  months  in  prison ,  and  whatever  means 
he  had  of  defending  himself  having 
been  exhausted  in  that  time,  when  he 
met  his  accusers  in  Court  he  was  unable 
to  meet  the  charge  against  him.  When 
this  man  was  convicted  a  further  post- 
ponement was  obtained  of  the  trial  of 
the  other  men  who  had  been  kept  in 
prison  18  months.  Hehimself  had  seen 
them  brought  to  the  prison  office  day 
after  day,  and  there,  without  the  presence 
of  any  of  their  friends,  or  of  the  Press, 
or  any  protection  such  as  men  in  their 
unfortunate  position  ought  to  have  had, 
an  informal  inquiry  was  made,  and  the 
remand  was  granted.  On  no  less  than 
nine  occasions  they  were  removed,  and 
what  was  the  object?  Was  it  to  get 
additional  evidence  ?  No ;  the  evidence 
obtained  at  first  was  not  altered  in  the 
least,  and  tiie  evidence  upon  which  tiiey 
were  committed  on  the  last  day  was  the 
evidence  sworn  to  on  the  first  day. 
What,  then,  was  the  object  of  the  Crown 
in  these  repeated  applications  for  delay  ? 
Simply  to  allow  the  Assizes  then  being 
held  to  slip  over,  so  that  the  Grown 
would  then  not  have  to  make  application 
to  the  Assizes  for  an  adjournment ;  and 
that  enabled  the  Government  to  get  over 
one  Assizes.  The  March  Assizes  came 
on  shorily  afterwards,  and  then  they 
claimed  an  adjournment  on  the  strange 
ground  that  they  were  searchiBg  »r 
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witnesBes,  and  because  th^  were  *e arch- 
ing in  America  for  evidence  these  men 
were  kept  in  piiton  six  months  longer. 
At  tite  end  of  those  six  months  there 
"was  another  '  oppoTtnaity  of  bringing 
them  to  trial;  but  another  application 
was  made  by  the  Crown  for  an  adjourn- 
ment, and  on  the  very  same  ground  that 
they  were  searching  for  a  witness  in 
America.  A  more  monstrous  proceeding 
oould  not  take  place  in  any  part  of  the 
■world— on  the  flimsy  pretext  that  they 
were  searching  for  a  material  witness  in 
America !  That  material  witness  in  Ame- 
rica had  not  yet  turned  np,  and  the 
Crown  conld  not  possibly  make  an  ap- 
plication for  another  adjournment  on 
that  flimsy  pretext ;  but  this  time  they 
had  applied  for  an  adjournment  at 
ffligo,  and  another  remand  had  been 
granted.  They  had  no  faith  in  the  in- 
tention of  the  Crown  to  try  these  men. 
ThOT  beUered  that  their  policy  with  re- 
gard to  these  men  was  precisely  the 
policy  they  had  been  pursuing  and  in- 
tended to  pursue  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  and  the  other  prisoners  in 
Sligo  Gaol.  What  had  occurred  with 
regard  to  the  man  who  had  been  con- 
victed of  the  murder  of  a  policeman  ? 
He  had  been  offered  a  free  pardon  if 
he  would  give  evidence  against  other 
men.  The  Government  might  say  they 
had  not  offered  that ;  but  so  long  as  they 
eng^ed  such  a  man  asBolton  they  knew 
what  the  system  was.  If  the  Govern- 
ment wished  to  iree  themselves  from  the 
character  of  keeping  men  in  prison  in 
order  togive  information  fmrainst  others, 
and  to  swear  away  the  lives  of  other 
men — a  character  which  they  held  in 
Ireland,  and  very  well  deserved — there 
was  only  one  course  to  adopt,  and  that 
was  to  at  once  consent  to  the  release  of 
these  men  on  bail.  He  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  look  at  this  question  in  some- 
thing like  a  fair  spirit.  Here  was  the 
ease  of  Fitzgerald,  200  miles  away  from 
his  home  and  friends.  He  was  first 
arrested  in  London,  and  most  infamous 
rumours  were  circulated  about  him  by 
the  police  officers  who  arrested  him,  to 
the  effect  that  he  intended  to  become  an 
informer,  and  had  offered  to  do  so. 
That  unfortunate  man  was  taken  not  to 
Cork,  his  native  place,  where  he  could 
havecommanicated  with  his  family  and 
his  friends,  but  to  Sligo ;  and  although 
his  materisl  witnesses  were  in  Oo», 
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ftnd  all  ths  expense  of  bringing  them 
to  Sligo  would  fall  upon  him  until 
his  innocence  or  his  guilt  was  estab- 
lished, yet  the  Government  would  not 
admit  him  to  bail  on  the  substantial 
securities  he  was  able  to  give  them. 
What  was  it  the  Gk>vemment  wanted  ? 
They  wanted,  he  supposed,  to  put  these 
men  on  trial.  Well,  the  largest  possible 
security  necessary  they  were  willing  to 
give  to  come  up  for  trial  and  to  meet 
their  accusers  and  establish  their  inno- 
cence ;  and  if  they  offered  the  most  sol- 
vent security,  what  was  the  pretext  upon 
which  therighthon.  Gentleman  defended 
the  action  of  the  Crown  in  refusing  to 
admit  these  men  to  baU  ?  If  he  wanted 
to  rid  himself  of  the  character  of  keep- 
ing men  in  prison  in  order  to  make  them 
become  inftnmere  and  swear  away  each 
other's  lives,  he  would  no  longer  justify 
their  continned  imprisonment. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  this  Ttibbercurry 
case  was  a  vezy  painful  one,  and  he  had 
no  choice  but  to  denonnce  the  course  pur- 
'  sued  by  the  Government,  as  announced 
by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  as 
a  scandalous  outrage  upon  justice.  Four 
months  had  passed  away  since  these  men 
were  arrested.  There  was  no  pretence 
for  saying  that  their  conduct  in  life  or 
their  personal  character  was  open  to  the 
slightest  suspicion.  Their  lives  had  been 
honourable ;  their  position  was  respect- 
able. They  were  suddenly  seized  on  the 
2od  of  April,  upon  the  whisper  of  an 
informer,  and  were  taken  from  their 
farms  in  the  district  of  Tnbbercnny,  and 
from  their  shops  in  the  town,  and  thrown 
into  the  gaol  at  Bllgo.  The  whole 
course  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
these  men  had  been  furtive  and  stealthy. 
It  was  the  course  of  men  who,  conscious 
that  th^  had  no  case  a^inst  the  pri- 
soners, deprived  them  of  their  liberty  on 
one  pretext  or  another  in  the  hope  that 
some  man  might  come  and  patch  up  a 
case  against  them.  The  first  step  taken 
by  the  Government  was  signi6oant  of 
the  course  they  intended  to  take  against 
these  men.  It  was  to  refuse  the  admis- 
sion of  their  relatives  and  their  solicitor 
to  the  gaol.  It  had  been  said,  when  he 
had  repeatedly  called  attention  to  this 
case,  that  such  cases  were  few  in  Ire- 
land. If  he  had  been  obliged  repeatedly 
to  call  attention  to  this  ease,  it  was  be- 
cause at  every  stc^  he  had  foxmd  tho 
Government,  and  the  agento  of  tlie  Go- 
vernment in  England,  determined  to 
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pursue  these  men  by  mean  and  cowardly 
taotios.  Why  were  they  reftased  the 
right  of  the  admissioii  of  their  relatives  f 
Whj  woM  their  solicitor  forbidden  to  see 
them  ?  Why  was  it  necessaiy  for  him 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Bulos  of  that 
House  before  the  ordinary  right  of  pri- 
Boners  under  suoh  conditions  to  see  their 
fHends  and  their  lef;al  adviser  was 
granted  ?  After  their  arrest,  what  was 
the  next  step?  A  system  of  "Star 
Chamber  "  inquiry — secret  examination. 
There  was  an  absurd  pretence  of  a 
judioial  inquiry  by  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate, who  went  to  81igo  Gaol  every 
eight  days,  and  went  through  a  formal 
examination  of  these  men.  What  was 
there  in  that  proceeding  in  the  nature  of 
a  proper  examination?  No  witnesses 
were  examined.  The  paid  agent  of  tiie 
Government  went  every  eight  days,  and 
sat  down  at  a  desk  and  received  some 
formal  police  evidence,  and  then  went 
through  the  insulting  and  outrageous 
form  of  further  remanding  these  men, 
although  the  principle  of  the  Constitution 
was  that  no  man  should  be  imprisoned 
unless  there  was  cause  shown.  Several 
weeks  bad  passed  away,  several  remands 
had  taken  place,  without  aaythiag  like 
a  proper  examinatioc.  At  last  he  had 
succeeded  in  putting  an  end  to  that 
system  ;  but  what  happened  then  ?  He 
found,  as  he  had  found  at  every  stage  of 
this  disgraceful  case,  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  pursued  oblique  and  cowardly  tae- 
tics'BUch  as  the  ri^t  boa.  Uember  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  was  never 
mean  enough  to  pursue,  and  while 
*'  giving  a  promise  to  the  ear  broke  it  to 
the  Kope/'  After  they  had  undertaken 
to  abandon  this  system  of  secret  remand, 
he  had  surely  reason  to  expect  that  they 
would  proceed  in  a  proper  way  to  prove 
their  case  in  Court,  or  confess  t^at  they 
oould  not  do  so.  They  had  already  ex- 
hausted all  the  tactics  of  their  unscrupu- 
lous police  agents  and  spies.  They  had 
circulated  from  day  to  day  general 
rumours  with  regard  to  Fitzgerald  and 
the  other  men.  He  would  invite  hon. 
Members  to  allow  their  minds  to  travel 
to  the  prison  cells  where  these  men  were 
lyiog  without  association  with  other 
men ;  and  to  consider  the  state  of  mind 
of  a  man  in  suoh  a  position  when  a 
Oeorge  Bolton  or  some  other  agent  crept 
into  the  cell  and  told  him  the  abominable 
lie  that  some  of  his  friends  had  informed 
against  him.    No  matter  how  innocent 


tbat  man  might  be,  no  one  could  tell 
what  Buspioions  might  enter  hia  mind, 
and  he  might  say  it  was  better  to  save 

bis  own  name  and  liberty,  at  the  cost 
even  of  perjury,  than  to  cdlow  others  to 
do  so  at  his  expense.  This  was  how 
perjury  waspromoted.  Duringthe  weeks 
following  the  arrest  of  these  men,  society 
in  Sligo  was  saturated  with  such  rumours 
by  the  agenoy  of  the  police.  The  polics 
went  to  every  one  of  these  men  and  told 
him  if  he  wanted  to  save  his  own  Hfe 
and  liberty,  and  to  have  a  fortune  by- 
and-bye,  he  bad  better  be  tbe  first  to 
give  information,  lest  he  should  be  too 
late.  At  the  same  time,  they  were 
scouring  the  county  of  Sligo  day  and 
night  for  evidence.  Thery  ostabliuLod  in 
Tubbercuny  an  inquisition  far  more 
terrible  than  that  of  the  Star  Ohambw, 
and  80  ruthlessly  was  that  condnoted 
that  the  aged  mother  of  two  of  these 
men  was  taken  by  the  police  to  Sligo 
Gaol,  and  thero  su)ijected  to  a  secret 
examination.  And  now,  lie  asked  if, 
after  four  whole  months  of  constant  en- 
deavour to  convict  these  men  by  resort- 
ing to  theee  shameful  tactics,  it  was  not 
time  to  do  either  one  thing  or  the  other 
with  regard  to  them  ?  If  it  had  token 
so  many  months  to  make  out  a  case 
against  them,  was  there  not  a  strong 
presumption  of  their  innocence  ?  There 
bad  been  secret  inquiries  conducted  by 
a  magistrate  who  bad  raiaed  faimseu 
from  a  humble  position  in  connection 
with  the  Constabulary ;  but  all  the  skill 
of  Mr.  Home  and  of  the  police  h^  not 
been  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  send  the 
men  for  trial  with  a  confidence  that  they 
would  be  convicted.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, had  not  the  time  come  when 
the  prisoners  should  be  set  £ree,  or  al- 
lowed to  go  out  on  bail;  or,  failing  these 
alternatives,  to  be  put  upon  their  trial  at 
once  ?  When  did  tbe  GK>verament  mean 
to  have  them  tried?  When  was  this 
private  inquiry  system  to  end?  Whea 
they  professed  to  bring  it  to  an  end  they 
only  "kept  tbe  promise  to  the  ear  and 
broke  it  to  the  hope."  They  distributed 
the  evidence  of  informers  as  if  it  was 
precious  manna— they  gave  it  only  in 
small  fragments ;  it  was  evidently  too 
rich  a  thing  to  be  wasted.  They  would 
not  allow  it  to  be  published  all  at  once ; 
and  it  was  only  at  intervals  of  eight 
days  that  the  Gospel,  according  to  the 
Informer  Uoran,  waa  doled  out.  Some 
months  had  been  wasted  in  this  way, 
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and  Then  he  had  renewed  his  appeals 
for  justioe,  he  had  found  himself  fooled 
and  hambngged  over  and  over  again. 
It  waa  impOBBible  for  any  public  man  to 
place  any  reliance  nowadays  upon  the 
words  of  a  Uinister.  If  a  Member  of 
Pfurliament  chose  to  believe  the  state- 
ments that  were  made  to  bim.  he  would 
find  that  he  would  gain  nothing  by  Iiis 
credulity,  but  that  he  would  be  regarded 
by  the  constituents  he  represented  as 
little  short  of  an  idiot.  In  this  way  the 
Irish  Executive  exhausted  a  few  more 
weeks,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  minor 
Fouohes  of  Ireland  were  roaming  all 
over  the  county  of  Sligo,  holdiog  private 
inquiries,  although  nothing  came  of 
them  in  the  end.  On  bis  third  appeal 
upon  the  floor  of  that  Hoase  he  obtained 
a  innmise  that  the  Crown  would  ^ive 
them  the  last  fragment  of  their  precious 
aaanna,  by  either  bringing  the  men  to 
trial,  or  setting  them  at  liberty.  All 
this  time  Uie  fam&es  of  these  men  were 
left  witiiout  cfure  or  guidance,  and  their 
bndnesses.  both  in  town  and  country, 
were  without  supervision,  so  that  the 
men  themselves  had  been  driven  by  the 
efforts  of  the  Qrown  to  secure  what  they 
ealled  j  astioe  to  that  pitch  of  bankruptcy 
which  seemed  now  to  be  so  fashionable 
among  the  pet  Crown  agents  in  Ire- 
land. On  the  16th  of  June,  when  the 
Crown  made  up  its  mind  to  commit 
these  men  for  trial,  an  appeal  was 
made  for  funds  to  help  the  prisoners 
and  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  a 
bir  trial.  That  appeal  was  circulated 
throughout  the  county  of  Sligo,  and  the 
learned  Solicitor  General  claimed  that  it 
was  ftamed  in  terms  that  were  calcu- 
lated to  intimidate  the  jury  and  prevent 
a  fair  Izial  in  that  county.  If  that  were 
BO,  why  did  the  Gh>Temment  delay  to 
take  action  in  reference  to  that  appeal 
until  the  Sligo  Assizes  were  over.  The 
Attorney  General  went  down  to  Sligo 
to  conduct  the  trial — at  least,  so  it  was 
said.  Let  who  would  believe  it,  he  (Mr. 
Sexton)  refused  to  do  so.  The  Attorney 
General  knew  on  the  day  he  went  down 
to  Sligo,  as  well  as  upon  the  day  he  left 
it,  Uiat  this  appeal  had  been  in  print 
and  had  been  circulated.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  went  down  for  the 
purpose  of  other  trials,  and  not  for  this. 
He  would  be  aware  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment  what  the  terms  and  sub- 
stance of  the  appeal  were ;  and  he  would, 
tiuorefore,  know  wheliier  it  was  oalcu* 
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lated  to  warp  the  judgment  of  any  jury 
who  might  be  selected  in  the  county  of 
Sligo.  vThat  did  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  do  ?  He  allowed  a  week  or 
a  fortnight  to  pass;  and  it  was  only  when 
the  Assizes  wereooming  to  a  conclusion, 
and  when  it  was  too  late  for  the  unfor- 
tuoate  prisoners  to  secure  that  any  ac- 
tion should  be  taken  in  their  own  behalf, 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
at  the  last  moment,  came  forward,  pos- 
sessed of  full  knowledge  of  the  evidence 
00  which  he  claimed  a  conviction  from  a 
jury,  and  having  all  the  facts  in  thedark 
recesses  of  his  mind ;  but  instead  of 
avowing  them,  and  allowingthe  prisoners 
out  on  bail,  he  came  down  at  the  last 
moment  and  pitifully  put  forward  the 
fact  of  this  appeal,  published  eight  weeks 
before,  aa  a  reason  why  the  trial  was  to 
be  postponed.  And  now  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  bail.  These  1 1  prisoners  were  al- 
most all  of  them  in  the  same  boat.  Two 
informers— one,  a  branded  soldier  dis- 
missed from  the  Army;  and  another, 
possessing  a  treble  qualification  in  con- 
sequence  of  having  first  committed  a 
cowardly  highway  robbery  upon  a  poor 
woman,  next  an  attempt  to  murder  a 
Judge,  and  charged,  lastly,  with  beine 
mixed  up  with  the  murder  of  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendish  and  Mr.  Burke— 
it  was  upon  the  evidence  of  such  a  man 
as  that  that  these  unfortunate  prisoners 
were  kept  month  after  month  without 
their  liberty.  The  whole  of  the  evidence 
against  them  was  that  of  this  branded 
soldier  and  this  monstrous  criminal. 
What  happened  ?  When  the  question 
of  bail  arose,  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  spoke  to  hhn  (Mr.  Sexton)  as  if 
he  ought  to  be  thankful  beoause  the 
Crown  allowed  three  of  the  accused  per- 
sons to  be  admitted  to  bail,  and  also 
because  the  bail  was  small.  Now,  if  the 
Crown  seriously  believed  that  such  an 
ofTence  as  treason-felony,  and  such  a 
combination  of  ofEences  as  treason- 
felony  and  conspiracy  to  murder,  could 
be  proved  against  these  three  men,  or 
that  there  was  a  shadow  of  hope  of  se- 
curing their  conviction,  did  the  Solicitor 
General  mean  toaaythatthe  Crown  would 
have  liberated  them  on  bail  for  the  paltry 
sum  of  £25?  The  admission  of  a  man  to 
bail  upon  such  terms  would  appeartoshow 
that  it  was  not  of  the  least  importance 
whether  he  ever  turned  up  again  or  not. 
It  was  perfectly  evident  Uiat  if  the 
Grown  had  a  ease  against  these  men, 
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they  would  never  hare  admitted  them  to 
bail  upon  such  terms  as  would  be  hardly 
likely  to  secure  their  appearance  in  the 
event  of  their  being  wanted  again.  Far- 
ther, there  was  no  difTerence  whatever 
in  the  caae  of  any  one  of  these  men  as 
contrasted  with  that  of  the  reet ;  and  he 
could  only  conclude  that  the  Crown  be- 
lieved that  no  jury  would — he  would  not 
say  hang  a  dog,  but  even  consent  to  put 
a  dog  to  momentary  disromfort,  upon  the 
evidence  of  this  wretched  brace  of  in- 
formers. He  had  receiv«-dtwo  telegrams 
that  evening,  which  bin  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Oity  of  Cork  (&(r.  Par- 
nell)  had  already  read  to  the  Committee. 
In  the  first  of  tiiese  he  was  desired  to 
impress  upon  the  (Government  and  the 
Committee  the  necessity  of  putting  these 
men  upon  their  trial  at  once.   In  the 
second  ttlegratn  the  prisoners  implored 
that  they  might  be  brought  to  trial,  and 
declared  their  readiness  to  waive  their 
right  in  respect  of  any  change  of  venue. 
The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  was  a 
lawyer,  and  he  told  them  that  this 
waiver  of  right  by  the  prisoners  would  not 
save  the  Crown.  "When  he  (Mr.  Seiton) 
stated  the  other  night  that  the  motion  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  at 
Sligo  for  tiie  postponement  of  the  trial 
TV  as  interpreted  by  some  persons  as  in- 
dicating the  intention  of  postponing  the 
tri^  to  tiie  next  Assizes,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  told  him  that  the 
Qtawn.  had  no  snoh  intention  at  all. 
Then  why,  when  the  postponement  of 
the  trial  was  moved  for,  had  not  due  no- 
tice been  given  in  regard  to  when  and 
where  it  was  to  take  place  ?    It  had 
been  said  that  the  appeal  which  had  been 
made  to  the  public  would  have  the  effect 
of  preventing  a  fair  trial  in  the  county 
of  Sligo  ;  but  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  had  not  conveyed,  in  any  way, 
an  opinion  that  the  circulation  of  that 
appeal  would  prevent  a  fair  trial  in  any 
other  county  of  Ireland.    The  5th  of 
August,  when  the  Commission  was  to 
meet,  was  still  seven  days  distant,  and 
there  had  been  between  a  fortnight  and 
three  weeks  for  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  to  give  the  necessary  10  days'  no- 
tice.   What  he  now  pressed  for  was  a 
trial  in  some  other  part  of  Ireland  than 
the  county  of  Sligo,  and  he  could  not 
understand  why  tiie  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  on  making  the  application 
to  postpone  the  trial,  had  not  served  the 
priBoners  with  the  necessary  10  days 

Mr,  awhn 


notice  of  his  intention  to  move  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  Dublin  to  change 
the  venue  and  proceed  with  the  trial 
elsewhere.  He  contended  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  broken  faith  with  him, 
and  that  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  pre- 
tence for  any  further  delay.  There  was 
no  evidence  which  they  did  not  popsess 
now  which  they  would  get  hereafter. 
He  therefore  called  upon  them,  and  be 
hoped  his  hon.  Friends  would  support 
him  and  persist  in  the  demand,  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  for  bringing  forward 
the  trial  at  once.  The  course  they  were 
at  present  pursuing  simply  conveyed  to 
the  public  mind  a  sense  of  the  unfairDess 
of  the  treatment  to  which  these  men 
were  subjected.  After  four  months  of 
imprisonment,  and  after  having  ex- 
hausted all  the  tactics  of  prosecutors, 
informers,  and  spies,  it  was  their  duty 
either  to  bring  the  men  to  trial  at  once, 
or  to  liberate  them.  He  couM  not  say 
where  they  were  to  be  tried,  and  the 
prisoners  themselves  cared  not;  they 
were  ready  for  trial  anywhere.  If  the 
Crown  declined  to  put  them  upon  trial, 
let  them  then  take  the  only  legal  alter- 
native, and  accept  bail  for  their  appear- 
ance, setting  them  at  liberty  until  they 
were  prepared  to  put  them  upon  tiiehr 
trial. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  pieaent, 

The  SOLIOITOB  GENERAL  n» 
IKELAKD  (Mr.  Walkzs)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  called 
attention  at  some  length  to  the  case  of 
the  Tub bercurry  prisoners.  He  desired, 
therefore,  to  state  to  the  Committee  the 
position  in  which  the  matter  stood.  The 
crime  of  which  these  men  were  acensed 
occurred  some  years  ago.  There  were 
in  all  12  men  charged,  and  the  chaige 
brought  against  them  was  for  one  of  the 
most  grievous  offences  which  could  be 
imagined — namely,  conspiracy  to  murder 
a  Government  official  connected  with  the 
workhouse  in  that  town,  who,  beyond  all 
doubt,  was  fired  at  by  some  person.  The 
other  charge  against  these  12  men  was 
one  of  treason-^lony,  which  was  also  in 
itself  a  grave  and  serious  crime.  As  he 
had  sfud,  these  crimes  oooarred  some 
time  ago—as  a  matter  of  fact,  two  years 
ago— and  he  thought  it  would  occur  to 
the  common  sense  of  all  in  the  House 
that  when  crimes  of  that  ^atare  had  oc- 
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•nmd  a  oraple  of  years  ago,  and  the 
number  oi  men  aemued  was  12,  that  it 
would  require  a  much  greater  time  to 
oompleto  and  to  inquire  into  the  evi- 
dence than  if  the  chaises  irere  against 
one  man,  or  if  the  crime  had  been  of 
recent  date.  Some  time  in  April  last, 
these  prisoners  having  been  arrested, 
evidence  was  taken  in  the  usual  and  au- 
thonzed  way,  according  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  under  the  powers  vested  in 
the  Executive  by  the  Prevention  of 
Grime  Act.  It  was  the  dutjr  of  the 
^Executive  to  enforce  the  law,  and  they 
would  be  very  much  to  blame  if  they 
did  not  do  so.  In  pursuance  of  the 
power  the  law  vested  in  them  for  the 
Bup^ession  of  crime,  inquiries  were  held 
from  time  to  time  under  the  provisions 
ol  tbe  Act  of  Parliament,  and  also  when 
the  men  were  arraigned.  It  was  per- 
fectly true  that  there  had  been  a  oonsi- 
deraUe  number  of  remands  in  the  course 
of  the  inquiries,  and  it  was  inevitable 
from  the  nature  of  the  case  that  these 
remands  should  take  place.  There  were 
a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  and 
a  very  large  number  of  witnesses,  and 
they  had  to  make  out  a  case  not  only 
against  eaoh,  but  against  everyone  of 
them.  It  was,  therefore,  impossible  to 
bring  the  case  to  a  complete  issue  until 
a  oonsiderable  time  had  elapsed,  and  it 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners 
themselves,  and  in  the'interests  of  jus- 
tice, that  in  every  case  a  complete  case 
should  be  made  out  before  they  were 
committed  for  trial,  so  that  they  might 
not  find  fresh  charges  launched  against 
them  on  the  trial.  The  evidence  given 
upon  the  committal  was  the  property  of 
the  prisoners.  They  were  able  to  use  it, 
and  sift  it  thorougljly  between  the  date 
of  the  committal  and  the  period  fixed  for 
the  trial.  Therefore,  it  was  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  prisoners  themselves,  and  in 
the  interests  of  justice,  that  a  complete 
case  should  be  made  out,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, in  every  instance  before  priHoners 
were  committed  fur  trial.  The  hou. 
Hember  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  com- 
mented upon  the  refusal  to  allow  the 
prisoners  to  see  their  sohcitor.  What 
oocnired  was  this.  There  were  12  men 
accused,  and  the  12  men  had  one  soli- 
oitor  in  common,  and  the  Prison  liules 
did  not  allow  the  12  men  to  be  brought 
into  one  room  for  the  purpose  of  consult- 
inghim.  The  Attorney  Qeneral  for  Ire- 
land, however,  aa  soon  as  the  difficulty 


was  oommnnioated  to  the  GtoTemmen^ 
in  the  exerciBe  of  his  discretion,  gave 
orders  that  the  prisoners  should  be  al- 
lowed to  see  their  solicitor  together, 
subject  to  the  Prison  Begulations,  and 
that  was  done.  The  inquiries  had  pro- 
ceeded,  and  necessarily  they  had  occu- 
pied considerable  time.  They  went  on 
diem  in  dim  for  a  number  of  days.  The 
evidence  of  Moran,  the  informer,  took 
up  a  considerable  time.  He  told  a  long 
and  a  succinct  story ;  but  his  cross-exa- 
mination occupied  a  considerable  time. 
It  was  said  that  a  rumour  had  been  cir- 
culated throughout  the  prison  that  infor- 
mation had  been  given  by  A.  and  by  B., 
and  Mr.  Bolton's  name  was  mentioned 
as  appearing  on  the  scene,  and  endea- 
vourmg  to  poison  the  mind  of  this  or 
that  person  in  obtaining  evid«tce  for  tJlie 
Crown.  That  was  altogether  a  gratui- 
tous assertion  as  far  as  Mr.  Bolton  was 
concerned.  He  had  neither  acted  nw 
appeared  in  any  shape  in  this  prosecu- 
tion, which  had  been  conducted  entirely 
by  the  Solicitor  for  the  county — Mr. 
^derson.  It  was  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  that 
after  the  prisoners  were  committed  for 
trial,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
did  not  go  down  to  conduct  the  prose- 
cution. He  would  not  notice  the  impu- 
tation which  bad  been  made  against  his 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  in  regard 
to  the  motives  upon  which  he  had  acted. 
It  was  asserted  that  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  went  down  there  a^  a 
sham,  and  that  he  had  no  intention  when 
he  went  down  to  Sligo  of  conducting  this 
trial  at  all.  Now,  what  was  it  that  oc- 
curred? His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  went  down  to  Sligo.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had 
takm  the  opportunity,  in  the  course  of 
bis  speech,  of  going  through  the  evi- 
dence, from  his  own  point  of  view,  and 
of  commenting  upon  tUe  evidence  of  the 
informer,  Moran.  He  had  not  ooly  com- 
mented upon  that  evidence,  but  all  the 
other  evidence,  and  witb  all  the  elo- 
quence he  was  master  of  he  had  con- 
demned the  case  for  the  Crown.  He 
(the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland)  pro- 
posed to  leave  the  evidence  against  the 
prisoners  exactly  where  it  was.  remem- 
bering that  these  men  were  stiU  to  be 
tried,  and  because  he  did  not  think  it  his 
duty  for  one  moment  to  answer  the 
hon.  Monber.  All  ha  could  say  was 
that  there  was  a  strong  frimd  facie  case 
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against  the  prisoners ;  bat  it  would  be 

improper  for  any  person  holding  the 
position  he  did,  now  that  a  trial  was 
pending,  to  go  into  the  evidence  and 
endeavour  to  establish  a  case  in  answer 
to  the  statements  of  the  hon.  Member. 
Then,  what  was  it  that  occurred?  In 
the  local  newspapers  there  was  circu- 
lated a  document,  dated  the  16th  of 
April,  appealing  to  the  public  through- 
out the  county  for  what  was  called  a 
fair  trial  for  these  men.    This  appeal 
was  made  before  the  trial  was  to  have 
taken  place ;  and  in  coosequence  of  the 
influence  which  such  appeals  were  likely 
to  have  upon  the  minds  of  the  jurors, 
the  document  having  been  circulated 
throughout  the  county  not  two  months  be- 
fore the  trial,bat  immediately  preoeding  it 
— in  consequenoe  of  thBt,B  conclusion  was 
arrived  at  that  the  trial  ought  to  be  post- 
poned.   The  learned  Judge  who  presided 
at  the  Assizes,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
discretion,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  the  county 
of  Sligo,  and  he,  therefore,  postponed 
the  case.   It  was  proved,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Judge,  that  these  docu- 
ments had  been  circulated,  and  circu- 
lated in  order  to  influence  the  minds  of 
the  jury,  and  to  produce  such  an  amount 
of  terrorism  as  might  affect  their  verdict. 
It  was  upon  that  ground,  and  upon  that 
ground  alone,  that  the  learned  Judge, 
who  was  otherwise  quite  prepared  to  try 
the  case,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
trial  ought  to  be  postponed.    He  was 
not  there  to  sa^  that  the  learned  Judge 
did  not   exercise  a  proper  discretion, 
having  the  documents  before  him ;  it 
certainW  was  a  wise  and  prudent  discre- 
tion.   He  had  gone  down  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  the  Tubberourry 
trial.    The  Judge  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had 
in  Sligo.   Was  it,  then,  the  fault  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor  tbat  the  venue  had 
been  changed  ?    The  prisoners  could 
not  be  altogether  dissociated  from  thuse 
who  were  their  false  friends.  The  letters 
of  these  false  friends  it  was  which  led 
the  Judge  to  the  conclusion  that  a  fair 
trial  could  not  be  had  on  the  spot.  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  therefore, 
was  coerced  to  the  conclasioa  that  a  fair 
trial  oonM  not  be  had  in  Sligo,  and  the 
case  was   postponed  until  the  next 
Asuzes.  What,  then,  did  he  start  with  ? 
In  the  first  place,  with  Uie  authority  of 
the  Judge  that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be 


had  in  Sligo.  He  was  told  that  the 
Grown  was  responsible  for  the  delay- 
abuse  was  pourod  on  ttie  Crown  offidals 

unstintingly  because  of  the  pos^ione- 
ment;  but  through  whose  act  was  the 
postponement?  Why,  through  the  act 
of  the  prisoners  themselves,  or  those  for 
whom  they  were  responsible. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  :  Who  made  the  affi- 
davit on  which  the  Judge  acted  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  poi 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkke):  The  District 
Inspector  of  Tubbercurry  himself,  who 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  ["  Oh ! "  and 
a  iauffh.]  Hon.  Members  oppoute 
sneered — did  they  wish  to  imply  uuU  ft 
District  Inspector  was  not  to  be  bdiered 
in  Ireland  ? 

Me.  WILLIAM  BEDMOND:  Not 
as  a  rale.   

Tttn  SOLIOrrOR  GENSBAL  io» 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walekr]  said,  heshould 
let  that  observation  have  all  the  wei^t  it 
was  entitled  to.  He  should  pass  from  it 

Me.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Dis- 
trict Inspectors  are  entitled  to  no  more 
credence  than  any  other  officials  in  Ire- 
land. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Wexford  continues  these  ia- 
terruptions  after  I  now  call  him  to  Order, 
I  shall  have  to  call  attention  to  his  con- 
duct. 

Thb  SOLICITOR  QENEEtAL  tok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waikib)  said,  the 
Jud^e  had  considered  the  evidence  im- 
partially, and,  actinff  on  his  discrrtioD, 
had  ootaQ  to  the  contusion  that  the  trial 
should  be  postponed.  It  was  the  Judge 
who  had  come  to  that  condnsion,  and  no 
one  else.  When  this  matter  was  con- 
sidered in  the  House  on  Friday  last,  the 
oomplaint  was  that  the  prisoners  were 
not  going  to  be  tried  in  Dublin  at  all. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
had  brought  it  forward  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  he  (the  Solicitor  General 
for  Irdand)  had  said  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  him.  He  had  stated  then,  as 
he  stated  now,  that  the  men  were  to  bs 
tried  in  October,  the  earliest  time  at 
which  they  could  be  tried.  No  oomplaint 
was  made  then  about  the  postponeotent, 
the  only  grievance  being  that  the  venue 
was  to  be  changed,  and  that  the  prisonsft 
had  not  been  let  out  on  bail.  The  com- 
plaint now  seemed  to  be  that,  at  the 
time  the  order  was  made  to  postpone 
the  trial,  the  Judge  shoajd  have  wan 
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thai  snob  postponement  was  unnecessary, 
and  that  the  venue  should  have  been 
<diAnged  then,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
ohaage  it  at  all.  But  at  that  time  it 
was  doubtful  whether  it  was  necessary 
to  change  the  venue.  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  had  to  exercise  his 
discretion  in  the  matter.  Within  a  few 
days  the  AttoruOT  General  for  Ireland 
eame  to  the  condusion  that  the  proper 
coarse  for  him  to  follow,  in  the  exercise 
of  hu  discretion,  was  to  change  the 
Teaxie ;  and  before  this  subject  was  dis- 
onased  on  Friday  last,  July  25th,  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  had  oome 
to  the  oondoaion  that  the  proper  oourse 
for  him  to  adopt  was  to  t^nge  the 
Tenne,  and  change  it  to  Dublin.  It  was 
aaid  now — telegrams  were  produced  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Ur.  Famelt)  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  SUgo  (Mr.  Sexton)  from  the  legal 
adviser  of  the  prisoners  —  that  the 
prisoners  were  willing  to  waive  the 
10  days*  notice  to  which  they  were 
entitled  under  the  I^evention  of  Crime 
Act.  That  was  an  idle  and  empty  offer. 
Coming  from  a  lawyer  it  was  an  idle 
and  empty  aivument,  because  every 
lawyer  knew  that  pnsoners  could  not 
waive  their  right.  No  man  accused  of 
a  crime  could  give  any  consent  of  the 
kind  on  which  the  Crown  could  act. 
The  Government  were  in  the  position  in 
wMoh  they  were  on  Friday  last,  when 
tiiey  atated  openly  in  the  House  that 
the  case  was  to  be  tried  in  Ootober,  the 
earliest  time  at  wliiah  it  oould  be  tried. 
No  objection  was  made  on  Friday,  the 
objection  then  taken  being  against  the 
trial  being  held  in  Dublin  at  all,  instead 
of  the  locality  in  which  the  offence  was 
committed,  which  would  have  led  to  the 
case  being  postponed  until  March.  So 
far  as  the  interests  of  justice  would 
permit,  and  even  stretching  a  point — 
consideriDg  the  observations  which  had 
been  made  about  a  delay  of  two  months 
—the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
would,  he  was  sure,  cirefnlly  consider 
the  case  of  every  one  of  the  prisoners, 
in  order  to  see  how  far  he  could  add  to 
the  number  who  had  been  let  out  on 
bail— namely,  three ;  and,  speaking  for 
himaeU,  he  might  say  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
exereise  his  discretion  as  largely  as 
possible  with  that  object. 

Mb.  HABBINaXON:  Is  it  notpos. 
able  to.Benre  ttie  10  days*  notice  and 
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take  the  prisoners  to  trial  at  a  later 
date? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  poe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker):  No. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON:  A  true  bill 
has  been  found.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
the  case  to  go  before  the  Grand  Jury  at 
aU. 

Me.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said,  he 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  unneces- 
sarily prolonging  the  discussion ;  but  he 
was  bound  to  say,  having  listened  very 
carefully  to  tiie  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  that  the  only  impression  that 
epeeoh  had  conveyed  to  his  mind  was 
this — ^that  ^le  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man evidently  was  aware  that  he  had  a 
very  bad  case  indeed  to  defend,  and  had 
endeavoured  to  make  that  case  appear 
less  bad  by  making  a  long  and  rambling 
speech  such  as  tney  had  just  listened 
to.  He  (Mr.  W.  Redmond)  ventured  to 
think  that  the  case  now  under  discussion 
was  absolutely  without  parallel.  It  was 
a  case  which  affected  the  liberty — he 
might  almost  say  the  lives — of  II 
respectable  men  in  Ireland,  and  the 
people  who  were  dependent  on  ^em  for 
a  livelihood.  It  was  a  case  which  he 
really  believed  would  recommend  itself 
to  the  consideration  of  the  people  of 
England,  if  it  could  be  £urly  stated  to 
them.  It  would,  if  properly  presented, 
create  such  an  impression  in  this  country 
as  would  compel  Her  Maj«B^s  Govern- 
ment to  take  that  action  which  it  ap- 
peared they  would  not  take  upon  the 
mere  representation  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers of  the  House.  Complaints  were 
made  from  time  to  time  against  matters 
of  this  kind  being  discussed  in  that 
Assembly.  Well,  that  Assembly  was 
commonly  called  the  High  Ooiut  of 
Justice  of  this  Kingdom.  And  what  did 
they  find  when  they  came  to  this  High 
Court  to  discuss  a  case  of  this  kind  f 
[Laughter.']  It  was  all  very  well  for  two 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  to  laugh  when  the  case  of  11  men 
who  might  be  about  to  lose  their  liberty, 
even  their  lives,  was  mentioned ;  but  he 
did  not  complain  of  it,  for  that  was  not 
the  first  time  they  had  had  experiraioe 
of  the  great  disposition  on  the  part  of 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  to  be  unnaturally  hilariouB  when 
serious  matters  affecting  the  welfare 
of  Iri^men  were  under  discussion.  He 
had  been  going  to  obEeiv^  when,  in- 
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terrnpted  by  the  somewhat  boisterous 
laughter  oF  Members  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  that  it  was  a  discoaraging  thing 
for  Members  from  Ireland  to  oome  there 
and  state  calmly  and  fairly  the  afEiurs  of 
certain  mm  in  Ireland  who  were  about 
to  be  brought  to  triai,  and  to  find  that 
not  more  than  a  couple  of  dozen  TTngl^t* 
and  Scotch  Members  intended  to  hear 
the  matter  discussed.  It  was  frequently 
said  the  Irish  Members  bad  no  right  to 
complain,  because  Ireland  was  fairly  re- 
presented in  the  House.  What  repre- 
sentation had  she  ?  Why,  whenever 
a  ease  of  this  kind  cropped  up — a  case 
which  interested  a  large  majority  of  the 
Irish  Members  —  little  or  no  attention 
was  paid  to  it  by  the  bulk  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House,  They  found  it  as 
much  as  they  could  do  to  get  a  quorum 
of  Members  to  come  in,  from  time  to 
time,  moving  a  "count."  It  was  an  ex- 
tremely discouraging  thing,  and  a  thing 
which  should  be  impressed  on  the  people 
of  Ireland,  that  when  their  Hepresenta- 
tives  discussed  a  case  of  this  land  they 
did  so  to  absolntely  empty  Benches,  no 
English  or  Scotch  Memliers  considwing 
it  worth  their  while  to  come  down  to 
listen  to  the  daims  the  Irish  Members 
were  bringing  forward.  However,  the 
Irish  Members  would  not  be  deterred, 
by  the  absence  of  English  and  Scotch 
Members,  from  discussing  the  grievances 
and  claims  of  their  country,  what  was 
the  case  of  these  men  in  Sligo  Qaol  ? 
Why,  some  four  months  ago  11  men 
were  arrested  without  any  specific 
charge  being  brought  against  them  at 
all.  They  had  been  four  months  in 
gaol,  cut  off  from  their  occupations  and 
their  families.  They  bad  beenremanded 
time  after  time,  witli  no  evidence  against 
them.  If  that  was  considered  by  the 
Government  a  proceeding  consistent 
with  justice,  he  did  not  thiu  there  were 
many  people  in  the  country  who  would 
agree  with  them.  If  these  men  were 
arrested  on  specific  ohaa^res,  why  had 
thmr  not  been  jdaced  in  tiie  dock,  why 
had  not  evidence  been  brought  against 
them,  and  why  bad  thw  not  been  made 
to  stand  their  trial  before  their  fellow- 
countrymen  ?  Why,  they  had  not  been 
tried  because  there  was  no  case  against 
them.  They  had  been  arrested,  it  was 
believed,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  ambition 
of  certain  police  officials  who  were  crav- 
ing distinction  in  this  particular  way. 
They  were  arrested  upon  what  with  even 

Mr.  miiian  Btimwi 


a  jury  of  Englishmen  and  Protestants 
would  fail  to  obtain  a  conviction,  and 
they  were  kept  in  gatd  whUe  the  police 
and  officials  were  scouring  the  coontzy 
for  informers  to  give  evidence  against 
them.  The  Solicitor  (General  for  Ire- 
land, who  spoke  just  now,  and  had  pre- 
cipitately retreated  after  his  speech,  as 
though  ashamed  of  the  part  he  had  had 
to  take,  had  said  it  was  impossible,  &om 
the  nature  of  the  case,  to  avoid  frequent 
remands.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say 
that  there  was  something  in  the  case 
which  made  these  remands  necessary; 
but  in  order  to  prove  their  justice  it 
was  desirable  that  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  to  them  should  be  plainly 
stated,  and  not  hinted  at,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentletnan  had  hinted  at  them 
in  his  speech.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  in  the  course  of  his  obswva- 
tious  complained  that  until  that  evening 
no  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  the 
Irish  Members  at  the  trial  having  been 
postp(med  until  October.  Well,  it  was 
true  no  dissatisfaction  had  hithoto  been 
expressed;  but  the  reason  was  that 
it  was  only  that  evening  that  Mem- 
bers on  the  Irish  Benches  absolnts)^ 
realized  or  even  heard  that  sach  a 
monstrous  outrage  was  going  to  be  per- 
petrated by  the  Government  as  the  post- 
ponement of  the  trial  of  these  men  for 
two  months  longer,  and  the  consequent 
detention  of  the  accused  for  another  two 
months  longer  without  a  tittle  of  evi- 
dence being  brought  against  them.  It 
was  not  at  all  the  duty  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  to  see  that  men  who 
were  arrested  by  the  Government  were 
brought  to  trial  at  once.  It  was  not  a 
part  of  their  legitimate  duty ;  it  was 
owing  to  the  distorted  state  of  affairs  in 
Ireland  that  Irish  Members  of  Parlia* 
ment  were  obliged  to  occupy  the  atten- 
ti<m  and  time  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  pressing  claims  of  this  kind  upon  the 
attention  of  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen. 
He  coold  perfectly  realize  that  it  was 
with  considerable  indifference  that  Ooi- 
tlemen  representing  English  and  Scotch 
constituencies  listened  to  a  case  endi  as 
that  now  under  discussion ;  but  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  if  justice  was 
not  meted  out  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
by  the  authorized  officers  of  the  Grown 
in  that  country,  the  Irish  Members 
should  bring  the  action  of  those  officers 
before  Parluiment,  and,  if  possible,  tiy 
to  create  such  a  state  of  pubuo  opinioii  .W 
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would  Berre  to  oauee  these  unfortunate 
men  to  be  brought  to  trial  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  Supposing  these  men 
when  brought  to  trial  were  acquitted — 
as  vexy  probably  they  would  be — ^what 
would  be  their  position  ?  They  would 
have  been  six  months  in  prison,  cut  off 
from  their  occupations,  from  their  friends 
and  from  their  families,  and  then  even  an 
acquittal  would  give  them  little  satisfac- 
tion. The  way  the  men  were  being  treated 
was  absolutely  outrageous.  He  did  not 
believe  that  any  where  else  in  the  world, 
even  under  the  most  despotic  Govern- 
ment in  existence,  could  men  be  ar- 
rested in  the  light  of  day,  could  be 
thrown  into  prison,  and  remanded  day 
after  day,  week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month,  without  a  single  iota  of 
evidence  being  brought  against  them. 
This  kind  of  thing  could  not  go  on  much 
longer  in  Ireland.  The  IxiA  Members 
had  thrashed  the  case  out  very  fiUly  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  They  had 
shown  the  iujuatice  of  arresting  men 
and  keeping  them  in  prison  wiUiout 
bringing  evidence  against  them — they 
had  shown  the  system  to  be  inhuman, 
unconstitutional,  and  distinctly  despotic. 
He  (Mr.  W.  Bedmond)  would  say,  from 
his  position  as  an  Irish  Hepresentative, 
that  he  believed  in  his  soul  that  if  cases 
like  these  multiplied  in  Ireland,  and  if 
the  Government  persisted  in  arresting 
men  and  sending  them  to  prison  for 
lon^  terms  without  bringing  evidence 
against  them,  there  would  be  a  feeling 
aroused  in  that  country  against  English 
rule  far  more  extensive  than  any  which 
had  ever  yet  been  aroused.  If  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  take  steps  to  put  an 
end  to  the  present  mode  of  government 
—the  present  liberal  mode  of  gorem- 
ment— they  would  find  at  the  next  Ge- 
neral Electioa  and  in  the  Honse  that  die 
Irish  people  and  their  Hepresentatives 
knew  how  to  treat  an  Administration 
which  called  itself  Liberal,  but  which 
was  before  the  world  the  most  despotic 
in  ezistenoe. 

Ma.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHT  said,  this 
was  a  very  serious  case,  and  one  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  made  much  more 
serious  by  the  kind  of  defence  set  up  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland.  He  (Mr. 
M'Oarthy)  had  not  known  much  about 
the  ffkcts  until  he  heard  that  night  the 
poverf  nl  appe^  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  0Wt4HL)|  and  the  singularly 


confused  and  confusing  answer  of  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland.  Oat  <A 
all  the  brambles  and  bnuhwood  of  Uw, 
with  whioh  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman encumbered  his  speech,  they  got 
two  or  three  facts  for  the  understanding 
of  men  who  were  not  lawyers.  They  got 
the  fact  that  some  four  or  five  months 
ago  some  men  were  arrested  on  some 
charge  or  other,  that  from  that  time  to 
this  they  had  been  kept  in  gaol  without 
trial,  and  that  the  earliest  date  at  which 
they  could  be  brought  to  trial  was  two 
months  off.  They  got  the  fact  that 
though  the  men  were  seemingly  charged 
with  a  grave  and  serious  crime,  three  of 
them  had  been  since  set  at  liberty,  on  a 
bail  of  £25  each.  He  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  say  whether  there  could 
be  anything  serious  in  the  charge,  or 
whether  they  believed  there  was  evi- 
dence of  any  kind  to  be  brought  against 
any  of  these  men,  seeing  that  some  of 
them  were  allowed  to  be  at  large  on 
bail  of  £25?  What  reasons  did  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ^ve  for 
keeping  these  men  in  prison  ?  Why, 
first  of  all,  he  said  that  the  1 1  men  were 
charged  with  the  one  offence,  and  that 
it  took  a  much  longer  time  to  bring 
charges  of  guilt  home  against  H  men 
than  against  one  man.  If  that  was  so, 
it  was,  he  supposed,  owing  to  his  having 
an  unlegal  and  unenlightened  sort  of 
understanding  that  he  was  unable  to 
comprehend  it.  If  these  11  men  were 
all  accused  of  the  same  crime,  the  eame 
evidence  which  would  convict  one  would 
conviot  all  of  them,  or,  at  least,  so  he 
should  suppose.  If  they  committed  one 
crime,  it  must  have  been  committed  to- 
gether, or  in  some  kind  of  combination ; 
and  he  altogether  failed  to  understand 
why  a  longer  time  should  be  required  to 
get  together  evidence  to  oonriot  11  than 
would  be  required  to  get  together  evi- 
dence to  convict  one.  He  did  not  know 
why,  in  a  case  of  murder,  it  should  take 
longer  to  prove  that  a  person  was  killed 
by  three  men,  by  five  men,  or  by  a  dozen 
men,  than  that  he  was  killed  by  one. 
He  could  not  see  what  reason  there  could 
be  for  postponing  the  trial  month  after 
month  in  a  case  where  the  Crown  must 
soon  have  exhausted  the  evidence.  The 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  had  given 
them  another  reason.  He  had  told  them 
what  one  official  thought  and  wliat  he 
did  not  think,  and  then  he  declared  that 
the  toial  had  to  be  patoff  beoavM  some- 
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one  had  said  or  done  or  published  some- 
thing rather  indiscreet,  irhich  made  the 
learned  Judge  think  that  there  should 
be  a  postponement.  If  this  was  a  prin- 
oiple  of  law,  they  placed  aoonsed  persons 
notimly  at  the  meroj  of  indiscreet  friends, 
but  also  at  the  mercy  of  enemies  who 
^(Me  to  publish  statements  apparently 
on  their  behalf.  The  bon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  hod  said  the  fault  was  the 
prisoners'  own.  How  could  that  be  ? 
How  could  he  hold  persona  in  prison 
responsible  for  statements  published  by 
other  persons  outside?  What  reason 
was  there  for  saying  the  prisoners  had 
authorized  the  publication  f  Were  they 
to  understand  it  as  a  point  of  their  law, 
that  when  a  man  was  charged  with  an 
offence,  and  some  friend  or  enemy  of  his 
did  an  indiscreet  thing,  the  man  so 
charged  was  to  be  punished,  as  a  sort  of 
vengeance  on  his  head,  by  having  his 
case  postponed  f  He  did  not  think  such 
a  principle  would  be  listened  to  for  a 
moment,  unless  in  the  case  of  a  chai^ 
brought  against  some  Irishman.  If  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  conten- 
tion was  correct,  he  (Mr.  U'Carthy)  saw 
no  reason  why  these  men  should  ever 
be  released  or  tried.  At  any  moment,  as 
the  time  of  trial  drew  near,  some  indis- 
creet friend  or  some  malignant  enemy 
might  publish  or  say  something  which 
would  make  the  Judge  say  justice  could 
not  be  done  whilst  the  echo  of  it  lived 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  If  the  bon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  s  statement  were 
the  defence  of  the  Government,  all  he 
could  say  was,  that  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Bexton), 
eloquent  as  it  had  been,  was  made  ten 
times  more  eloquent  in  its  defence  of 

Sttblio  justice  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  attunpt  to  reply  to  it. 
Mb.  JUSTIN  HUNTLYM'CAETHT 
said,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Solicitor  Genenil  for  Ireland  had 
now  left  the  House ;  but  his  place  had 
been  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Obief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. These  two  Gentlemen  reminded 
him  of  a  toy  which  combined  instruction 
with  amusement — a  toy  in  which  there 
were  two  figures,  one  of  which  came  out 
in  fair  weather  and  the  other  in  foul ; 
the  only  difference  being  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  two  Gentlemen,  they  both 
represented  foul  weather.  With  regard 
to  the  case  under  discussion,  if  it  had 
twcurred  in  the  D<miinions  of  the  Osar, 


they  would  have  had  Englishmen  speak- 
ing in  the  House  and  writing  in  the 
newspapers  about  the  tyranny  of  the 
BuBsian  officials ;  they  would  have  had 
presented  to  them  highlyHxdoured  pic- 
tures of  miswable  men  confined  in  dun- 
geons for  numths  without  trial  —  for 
months  of  wretched  days  and  melan- 
choly nights  —  and  they  would  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  the  blessings 
of  English  rule  and  the  happiness  of 
living  in  Great  Britain.  The  history  of 
the  case  was  in  many  ways  an  instruo- 
tive  one.  It  was  now  many  months 
since  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  arrested.  He 
was  arrested,  as  he  (Mr.  M'Carthy)  be- 
lieved, without  warrant,  and  hurried 
over  to  Ireland  without  being  allowed 
to  see  anyone.  He  had  been  imprisoned 
and  kept  for  many  months  without  any 
attempt  at  a  trial,  although,  on  the  24Ut 
of  April,  the  Irish  Members  were  in- 
formed that  he  would  be  brought  to 
trial  as  soon  as  possible.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien)  at  that  time  was  oensured  in 
the  House  for  speaking  of  the  inquiry 
as  it  was  then  being  conducted,  as  a 
'*  bugger-mugger  inquiry."  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  what  the  words  "  hu^er- 
mugger"  precisely  meant;  but  if  uiey 
were  at  all  applicable  to  this  case  at  the 
time  they  were  used,  they  were  oer> 
tainly  much  more  applicable  now,  when 
the  "hugger-mugger"  inquiry  was  be- 
coming more  "  hu^er-mugger "  than 
ever.  These  unfortunate  prisoners,  no 
doubt,  had  a  fair  appreciation  of  the 
position  in  which  they  had  been  placed 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  when 
they  spoke  of  being  "robbed"  by  the  Go- 
vernment. They  were  robbed  of  th^ 
worldly  goods  by  being  kept  in  prison, 
and  deprived  of  the  means  of  eanung 
their  livelihood;  but,  more  than  UiaL 
they  were  robbed  of  their  liberty,  and 
of  that  sense  of  truth  and  juatioe  which 
every  citizen  had  at  heart ;  while,  seem- 
ingly, the  only  hope  the  Govranment 
had  of  obtaining  a  verdict  was  by  some 
"Star  Chamber  inquisition.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  been 
informed,  months  ago,  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald was  to  be  tried  on  charges  of 
treason-felony  and  conspiracy  to  murder ; 
but  when  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  two 
offences  could  not  be  included  in  the  one 
indictment,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  promptly  shifted  his 
ground,  and  dedared  that  tho  fmoSot 
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drawing  up  the  indioiment  had  not  yet 
arrired.  It  seemed  that  the  tiitae  for 
framing  the  indictment  was  never  going 
to  arrive.  The  prisoners  were  in  a 
worse  position  than  the  historical  Flyinf 
Dutehtnan — they  were  never  going  to  be 
set  free  at  all.  On  the  23rd  of  April, 
th«  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  again  informed  the  Irish 
Members  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Executive  to  close  the  case  at  the  next 
hearing,  and  that  there  was  no  intention 
vhatever  to  postpone  the  trial  over  the 
snnuner.  Kow  they  learnt  that  the  trial 
was  to  be  postponed  over  the  summer. 
It  would  probably  be  postponed  over 
the  autumn,  and  then  over  the  spring. 
Next  sammer  mightoomeand  go  and  find 
these  men  still  in  prison.  It  was  almost 
useless  to  make  an  appeal  to  theGovem* 
ment  in  these  cases ;  so  he  would  only 
ask  them  whether  in  this  matter  they 
thought  their  conduct  just  and  reason- 
able— whether  they  did  not  think  it 
passed  into  the  region  of  the  absurd? 

Me.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  had 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr,  Sexton),  and  also  to 
tiie  reply  delivered  by  the  Solicitor 
Cteneral  for  Ireland.  A  lawyer  was  a 
trained  disputant,  and  it  would  be  a 
Tery  bad  case  indeed  in  which  the  Soli- 
citor General  for  Ireland  could  not  bring 
some  arguments  to  bear  in  support  of 
the  position  he  was  defending.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could  not, 
however,  be  congratulated  on  the  strength 
of  hie  arguments  that  night.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  assumed  the 
whole  case  as  he  went  along.  Again 
and  again  he  had  repeated  the  state- 
ment that  every  delay  which  occur- 
red was  owing  to  the  fault  of  the 
prisoners;  but  never  once  did  he  offer 
an  atom  of  proof.  He  had  said  it  was 
owing  to  the  fault  of  the  prisoners. 
What  fault  ?  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  were  present,  he  (Mr.  SuHi- 
Tan)  should  press  for  an  answer  to  that 
qneetion.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
neman  ought  to  be  present  whilst  this 
■nbjeet  was  under  discussion ;  why  was 
he  not  ?  Oould  he  not  be  summoned — 
he  was  within  the  precincts  of  the 
House  P  What  fault  had  he  to  allege 
against  tiie  prisoners  as  having  caused 
the  delay  of  the  trial  ?  The  hon.  and 
leaned  Gentleman  had  neveretated  that ; 
but  he  had  gone  on  triumphantly  as- 
suming to  ^e  end  that  it  was  the  pri- 


soners' own  fault.  That  style  of  debate 
ought  not  to  pass  muster  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  elsewhere.  Then,  apo- 
logizing for  the  fact  that  these  prisoners 
were  not  allowed  freely  to  see  their 
solicitor,  he  had  said  that  they  all  had 
the  one  legal  adviser,  and  that  it  was 
not  desirable  that  they  should  all  see  him 
at  one  time.  Why  was  it  undesirable  ? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
said  these  men  were  chained  indtvidnally 
and  collectively.  It  came  to  this,  then 
—that  the  men  were  to  be  charged  col- 
lectively, and  might  be  hanged  in  a 
batch ;  but  they  were  not  to  see  their 
solicitor  collectively,  so  as  to  prepare  a 
common  defence  ?  Was  that  fair  play  f 
Was  it  fair  that  the  Crown  should  be 
able  to  make  a  collective  charge  against 
them,  whilst  they  were  not  allowed  to 
make  a  collective  defence  ?  Would  that 
be  considered  fair  play  by  any  other 
assembly  of  Englishmen  or  Scotchmen 
in  the  world  ?  Aaother  great  point  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
that  the  learned  Judge,  acting  on 
his  discretion,  decided  that  because 
certain  documents  had  been  published 
in  the  locality  it  was  not  desirable  that 
the  case  should  there  and  then  be 
bronght  to  trial.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Genueman  said — "The  Judge  so  de- 
cided." Did  he  suppose  that  amongst 
Irishmen  in  Ireland  that  statement 
would  carry  any  weight  whatever  ? 
They  knew  how  Judges  decided  cases  in 
Ireland— thOT-  knew  that  as  soon  as  the 
Judges  found  how  the  wind  blew  from 
Dublin  Castle  they  trimmed  their  sails 
according  to  the  breeze.  The  Judges 
knew  what  was  required  of  them  by 
Dublin  Castle,  and  acted  accordingly. 
It  amoimted  to  nothing  to  say  the  Judge, 
acting  on  documents  submitted  to  him 
by  the  Crown,  took  a  certain  view  of  the 
case.  But  a  more  startling  doctrine 
still,  propounded  by  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland,  was  this — that  the  pri- 
soners were  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
their  indiscreet  friends.  "It  was  im- 
possible," said  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  "  to  dissociate  these  indivi- 
duals  from  the  action  of  their  indiscreet 
friends."  He  (Mr.  Sullivan)  denied 
that  doctrine  altogether.  It  was  simply 
monsbous.  There  could  be  no  safety 
for  prisoners  in  Ireland  if  they  were  to 
be  held  accountable  while  safe  behind 
prison  bars  for  the  action  of  their  friends. 
That  House  was  beoomine  ^ocastomed 
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to  extraordinary  and  nnooastitutioual 
doctrines,  and  he  thought  there  should 
be  some  revolt  against  them,  not  only 
from  those  Benches,  but  £rom  all  parts 
of  the  House.  The  doctrine  the  uon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  laid  down 
that  night  vas  monstroua  and  uncon- 
stitutional, and  a  case  which  rested  in 
any  way  on  such  a  device  as  that  was 
flimsy  and  rotten.  It  was  said  that 
when  things  were  done  in  a  hurry, 
doubtless,  mistakes  were  made — it  was 
said  there  had  been  no  deliberation 
exercised  in  connection  with  these 
matters.  He  said  that  the  defence 
offered  by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, instead  of  meeting  this  case,  had 
made  it  worse.  The  case  was  one  which 
oalled  fox  speedy  action,  and  he  asked 
the  Oommittee  to  consider  it  in  order 
thatjustice  might  be  done. 

Ujt.  GBSGOST  said,  this  case  had 
been  laid  before  the  Conunittee  by  the 
hon.  Member  below  the  Gangway  (Mr. 
T.  D.  SulliTan)  as  one  calling  for  the  in- 
terference of  the  Committee.  If  it  were 
true  that  these  men^  having  been  ar- 
rested in  Ireland,  had  been  subject  to 
constant  remands  without  evidence ;  if 
their  trial  had  been  adjourned  by  the 
Judge  without  any  proper  justification ; 
if  they  had  been  put  on  their  trial  with- 
out any  evidence,  or  without  any  in- 
dictment being  preferred  against  them 
— why,  then,  the  case  was  monstrous. 
But,  as  an  old  practitioner,  he  ventured 
to  doubt  whether  such  things  could 
happen  ;  he  doubted  whether  men  could 
be  remanded  from  time  to  time  without 
any  evidence  being  brought  against  them. 
In  England,  he  knew  they  could  not. 
Nor  would  men  be  put  on  trial  in  England 
without  any  indictment  being  prepared 
against  them.  He  took  the  case  as 
stated  by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire* 
land.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  very  truly  remarked  that  it  took 
coneiderably  more  time  to  complete  a 
case  against  a  number  of  persona  than 
would  be  required  to  complete  tlie  case 
against  one  individual,  because  the  pi*o- 
secution  had,  with  regard  to  the  commis- 
sion of  a  certain  act,  to  connect  them 
with  it  and  with  each  other — to  bring 
them  together,  so  to  speak,  and  to  ascer- 
tain their  motives  in  connection  with 
each  other.  All  that,  as  a  matter  of  faot, 
occupied  a  great  deal  of  time,  which 
eTeiyone  would  know  who  was  practi- 
cally acquainted  with  bunnees  of  the 


kind.  Again,  he  prMomed  that  eri- 
denoe  was  from  time  to  time  brought 
before  the  magistrates  previously  to  the 
remands  of  this  prisonwa ;  and  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  magistrates  would  not 
have  remanded  them  without  evidence 
sufficient  to  justify  that  course,  nor 
would  they  have  committed  them  for  trial 
without  sufficient  presumption.  Then 
he  came  to  the  postponement  of  the 
trial.  It  was  alleged  by  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  that  when  the  trial 
was  about  to  take  place  in  Ireland,  a 
large  number  of  publications  appeared, 
which  would  necessarily  influence  the 
jury,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  was  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  the  jury  in  respect  of  tJie  trial 
of  the  prisoners.  Now,  that  was  a 
matter  on  which  the  Judge  was  strictly 
correct  in  exercising  his  discretion ;  u 
the  Judge  on  ^t  occasion  thought  that 
a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had,  it  was 
quite  right  that  the  trial  should  be  post- 

Eoned.  With  regard  to  the  place  of  trial, 
6  did  not  know  why  the  ease  was  not 
tried  in  Dublin.  He  freely  admitted  that 
the  10  days'  notice  was  an  objection  as 
to  the  time;  but  yet  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  trial  might  have  taken  place  at 
Dublin.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  in 
all  other  respects,  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  a  suf- 
ficient answer  on  the  Crown  case — that 
time  was  necessary  to  get  the  case  up, 
and  that  remands  were  necessary  from 
time  to  time,  and  he  was  satisfied  th^ 
evidence  was  produced  to  justify  those 
remands.  He  also  believed  that  en- 
deuce  was  produced  before  the  magis- 
trates to  justify  the  committal  of  the 
prisoners  for  trial ;  and,  ^ther,  that  aa 
indictment  was  preferred  against  them ; 
and,  finally,  having  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  time,  bearing  in  mind 
the  effect  which  the  publications  to 
which  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
had  referred  were  likely  to  have  on  the 
minds  of  the  jury,  he  ventured  to  think 
that  the  Judge  was  fully  justified  in 
changinfir  the  venue. 

Mh.  HARRINGTON  said,  the  Com- 
mittee had  to  deal,  not  with  the  pre- 
sumptions of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory),  but  with  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  those  facts  had 
been  stated  by  hon.  Members  on  those 
Benches,  and  were  known  to  ereiywe 
in  the  House.  They  by  no  means  ae- 
owded  with  the  extraoidinaiy  and  &a- 
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eiful  presamptioii  on  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  took 
up  hiB  porition.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
assumed,  of  course,  that  everything  had 
been  done  in  a  perfectly  regular  manner. 
Hon.  Members  in  that  House  invariably 
did  presume  that  everything  was  regu- 
larly done  in  such  matters  in  Ireland, 
and  it  was  only  the  Jorce  of  circum- 
stances that  in  time  compelled  them  to 
admit  that  things  did  not  go  on  quite 
BO  happily  there  as  they  had  been  led  to 
believe.  It  was  not  at  all  strange  that 
the  hon.  and  leuned  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland,  who  represented  at  that 
moment  the  Irish  Government  in  that 
House,  had  not  made  use  of  any  of 
those  extraordinary  presumptions  which 
the  hon.  Member  far  East  Sussex  had 
indulged  in.  He  had  referred,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  dtsousBion,  to  a  case 
-vithin  his  own  cognizance  in  Ireland  in 
which  there  were  no  less  than  nine  re- 
mands, extending  over  a  period  of  nine 
-weeks,  and  in  which  the  evidence  ad- 
duced at  the  final  remand  was  precisely 
the  same  as  that  brought  forward  on 
the  first' day.  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  knew  the  case  he  was  referring 
to,  and  he  could  give  him  the  names  of 
the  prisoners.  He  challenged  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  deny  the 
statement  he  had  made — that  the  evi- 
dence on  the  ninth  day  was  precisely 
the  same  as  that  brought  forward  on  the 
first.  The  Grown  had  recourse  to  those 
remands  in  order  to  tide  the  trial  over 
tiie  period  of  the  Assizes ;  to  keep  the 
prisoners  in  their  cells  for  months,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  pry  into  their 
thoughts,  and  to  hold  the  thumbscrew 
over  them  with  the  object  of  making 
them  give  evidence  against  their  com- 
panions. One  of  those  prisoners  was 
offered  a  free  pardon  if  he  consented  to 

g've  evidence  against  his  companions, 
e  asked  the  Members  of  that  House  to 
look  at  the  actual  facts,  and  to  contem- 
plate the  position  of  the  unfortunate 
man  in  gaol  without  friends,  as  that  un- 
fortunate policeman  was ;  let  them  con- 
aider  what  a  risk  was  run  in  asking  him 
to  give  evidence  to  save  his  life.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could  not 
blot  oat  firom  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  belief  that  fearful  misdeeds 
were  worked  by  a  system  like  this,  and 
DO  amount  of  persuasion  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
get  rid  of  the  fiaot  that  everything  of  this 


kind  was  possible  under  the  system  of 
legal  ehioanevy  wMoh  was  bringing  the 
English  Gorermnent  in  Ireland  into  dis* 
repute.  He  should  be  sorry  to  accuse 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  of 
making  a  statement  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  injure  men  in  the  position  of 
these  unfortunate  prisoners,  or  of  in- 
tending to  do  them  an  injury ;  but, 
undoubtedly,  one  portion  of  his  speech 
was  as  unfair  and  ill  borne  out  by  facts 
as  if  he  had  the  deliberate  intention  of 
injuring  the  prisoners.  He  alluded  to 
the  statement  that  the  cause  of  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  regard  to  the 
trial  of  the  prisoners  was  due  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  prisoners  themselves.  The 
statement  was  that  the  prisoners  in  gaol 
were  connected  vith  the  oireulation  of 
the  appeals  which  were  made  in  their 
behalf  for  a  fair  trial ;  and  with  refer- 
ence to  that  he  challenged  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  produce  one  tittle 
of  evidence  in  support  of  his  statement. 
The  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  in  the  last  debate  on 
this  subject,  admitted  that  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  establishing  any  connec- 
tion between  the  prisoners  in  gaol  and 
the  documents  circulated  throughout  the 
country ;  and  everyone  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  gaol  practice  in  Ireland, 
and  the  ri^d  gaol  supervision  exercised 
towards  prisoners,  would  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  statement  about  their 
being  able  to  publish  documents  ontaide 
was  absolntely  absurd.  Again,  the 
Solicitor  Gteneral  for  Ireland  had  not  at 
all  addressed  himself  to  the  case  to 
which  he  (Mr.  Harrington]  had  drawn 
his  attention — that  was  to  say,  to  the 
case  of  the  Galway  prisoners  who  were 
remanded  nine  times.  He  mentioned 
the  case,  because  in  it  the  Crown  had,  in 
his  opinion,  acted  in  a  manner  precisely 
similar  to  that  in  which  they  had  acted 
towards  the  men  now  in  prison  in  Sligo. 
In  the  Galway  case,  it  was  then  two 
years  since  the  unfortunate  men  were 
taken  away  from  their  homes ;  and,  in 
spite  of  alt  the  meaus  at  their  disposal 
under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act  for 
packing  juries  and  for  bringing  them  to 
speedy  trial,  the  Crown  still  kept  them 
in  prison  without  trial.  Irish  Members 
knew  what  the  Grown  had  done  in  ^e 
case  of  the  Galway  pruoners,  and  they 
felt  that,  were  it  not  for  the  advocacy  of 
the  hon.  iCember  for  SUgo  (Mr.  Sexton), 
the  Orowa  would  act  towardi  the  Tub- 
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berouriy  prisoners  in  the  same  manner 
— that'  was  to  say,  keep  them  in  gaol  lor 
two  years  without  trial,  worlung  on 
their  fears,  and  tempting  them  with 
bribes,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  them  to 
gire  information  which  would  save  Uieir 
own  lives,  by  taking  the  lives  of  others 
perfectly  innocent.  He  thought  that 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  would 
find  it  necessary  to  supplement  by  an- 
other statement  his  observationB  made 
with  the  endeavour  of  connecting  these 
unfortunate  men  with  the  documents 
circulated  in  their  behalf.  There  hod 
been  no  evidence  brought  forward  at 
any  time  that  these  men  shut  up  in 
prison  had  any  opportunity  of  oommn- 
nicating  with  persons  outside.  Besides, 
he  contended  that  the  document,  al- 
though, perhaps,  strongly  worded,  was 
perfectly  fair,  and  a  perfectly  lawful 
document,  and  that,  although  it  might 
have  created  some  isympathy  amongst 
the  people,  it  could  not  at  the  trial  have 
had  the  lightest  effect  tm  the  jury,  be- 
cause the  Grown  took  care  uiat  they 
should  pack  into  the  jury  boxes  in  Ire- 
land not  men  standing  impartially  be- 
tween  Crown  and  prisoner — men  who 
were  sworn  to  look  impartially  at  the 
facts  of  the  case— but  men  from  whom 
they  were  secure  of  a  verdict. 

OoLoNEL  KING-HAEMAN  said,  the 
sympathies  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  throughout  the  discussion  was 
all  on  one  side.  There  did  not  seem  to 
be  any  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate 

Sersons  who  had  been  foully  murdered 
uring  the  Beign  of  Terror  in  Ireland,  or 
for  their  families.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
tiie  Ifember  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Har- 
rington) had  said  a  good  deal  about  pre- 
sumptions. He  fOoIonel  Eing-Harman) 
was  indined  to  tiiink  that  it  was  a  fair 
presumption  that  these  men  were  the 
perpetrators  of  some  of  the  deeds  which 
had  disgraced  Ireland,  and  that  they 
should  be  kept  in  gaol  as  long  as  there 
was  a  fair  opportunity  of  getting  evi- 
dence against  them.  And  then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  the  merciless  grasp 
of  the  law.  He  would  like  to  know  what 
mercy  had  been  shown  to  the  unfortu- 
nate men  whose  lives  had  been  taken  ? 
Why  did  the  assassins  now  plead  for 
mercy ;  or  why  did  the  advocates  of  as- 
sassins plead  for  mercy  in  their  behalf  ? 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  rose  to  Order. 
He  a^ed  whether  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  entitled  to  charge  Mem- 

Jfr.  Siur»^ion 


bers  of  that  House  with  being  the  advo- 
cates of  assassins  and  murderers  in  be- 
laud? 

Thb  oh  a  IBM  AW;  I  did  not  under- 
stand the  hon.  and  gallant  OentlemaB 
to  apply  the  term  to  hon.  Members, 

Colonel  KIKG-HABMAN  said,  he 
had  not  done  so.  If  any  charge  of 
making  false  accusations  could  be 
brought  against  any  Member  of  that 
House,  it  would  nob  be  broneht  against 
him,  but  against  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway,  who  charged  the  Govern- 
ment with  keeping  these  men  in  gaol 
in  order  to  get  information  from  them 
which  would  enable  them  to  bring  inno- 
cent men  to  the  gallows.  It  was  they 
who  charged  the  Government  with  being 
the  defenders  of  assassins.  [ZaiyAtor.] 
They  might  think  this  a  matter  for 
laughter ;  but  they  knew  there  had  been 
a  Reign  of  Terror  in  Ireland  for  the  hut 
four  years,  and  the^  knew  that  it  was 
only  by  tiie  determination  of  the  Qo- 
vernment  in  Ireland,  and  by  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Judges  and  jurors,  that 
crime  hadbeffli  put£>wn  there,  and  thai 
honest  men  had  now  a  little  chance  of 
living  in  security.  When  murder  was 
going  on  throughout  the  length  and 
breath  of  the  land,  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  took  care  not  to  denouoce 
it ;  and  now,  whenever  there  was  a  rea- 
sonable case  against  the  murderers,  they 
vilified  the  Government  for  trying  to 
bring  them  to  justice.  If  these  men  had 
not  committed  the  crimes  imputed  to 
them,  they  .would  have  the  security  of 
being  tried  by  a  jury  of  their  country- 
men ;  and  it  was  peneotly  ridioulous  to 
tell  the  House  about  jory-packing  under 
the  present  law.  If  the  men  were  guilty, 
th^  would  be  oonrioted ;  and  ii  they 
were  not,  they  vovH  be  acquitted.  And 
hon.  Members  had  no  more  right  to  st^ 
between  them  and  the  jury,  and  tiy  to 
prejudice  the  House  in  their  favour, 
than  he  should  have  were  he  to  declare 
that  they  were  guilty,  and  try  to  preju- 
dice the  House  against  them.  But  there 
was  this  to  be  stud.  He  knew  the  neigh- 
bourhood where  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted, and  he  had  lived  in  the  county 
in  spite  uf  combination  and  intimidation, 
and  had  refused  to  be  driven  out  of  it. 
There  was  afoul  conspiraoythere  to  com- 
mit outrage,  and  murder  was  committed 
there.  If  hoa.  Gentlemen  chose  to  de- 
fend men  accused  of  murder,  the  oondi- 
tion  of  their  minds  must  be  swdi  as  he 
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did  not  envy,  and  their  condnot  was 
but  a  simple  waste  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  tor  they  had  not  addnoed  a  single 
fact  that  was  not  already  known.  And 
as  to  the  persons  for  trial>  he  did  not 
think  they  would  be  benefited  by  it. 

Me.  sexton  Baid,  the  Hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  had  gone  through  a  very 
chivalrous  performance ;  he  was  for 
some  time  Member  of  Parliament  for 
the  connty  in  which  these  unfortunate 
men  resided,  and  he  said  that  he  lived 
in  the  county,  and  was  obliged  to  leave 
it.  That  might  be  true  in  a  certain 
sense;  but  in  a  political  seuBe  he  had 
been  driven  out  of  it  when  he  became 
recreant  to  the  principles  of  his  life, 
and  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  could  assure  him 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in 
SUgo  towards  hun  were  such  that  the 
Orders  of  Debate  would  not  allow  him  to 
discuss  them.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Hember,  either  by  the  profession  of 
arms,  or  from  some  other  source,  was 
entitled  to  be  called  "  gallant "  in  that 
House ;  and  it  was  a  great  thing  for 
him  to  stand  up  there,  and  with  a  voice 
which,  although  loud,  was  but  the  ex- 
ponent of  a  puny  intellect,  to  declaim 
against  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  these  un- 
fortunate men  for  the  right  to  which 
they  were  entitled.  He  had  cast  in- 
sinuations on  hon.  Geutlemen  below  the 
Gangway,  and  when  those  insinuations 
werefoand  out  he  had  retiredbehind  those 
insinoationa ;  and  when  called  to  Order, 
refused  to  accept  the  obvious  meaning 
of  his  own  language — the  only  meaning 
of  which  that  langnage  was  susceptible 
—and  withdrew. 

CoLowBL  KING-HAEMAN :  I  never 
withdrew  a  single  expression. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant GenUeman  had  spoken  of  murder, 
and  the  advocates  of  murder.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  knew  as  much  of  Ireland  as 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  and  he 
preserved  quite  as  vivid  a  recollection  of 
the  scenes  which  had  taken  place  there 
during  the  last  four  years.  He  knew 
that  Irish  Members  did  denounce 
murder,  and  not  murder  alone,  but 
th^  denounced  the  smaller  forms  of 
outage  and  illegality ;  and  he  knew, 
too,  that  men  who  denounced  murder 
and  outrage  were  thrown  into  prison ; 
and,  further,  he  knew  that  when  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment announoed^  in  r^y  to  a  Ques- 


tion, that  Mr.  Davitt  had  been  thrown, 
into  a  cell  at  Portland,  the  House 'shook 
with  the  cheers  of  hon.  GJentlemen. 

OoLOHXL  EING-HAKMAN:  I  was 
not  a  Member  of  the  House  at  the  time. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  supposed  the 
hon.and  gallant  Gentleman  would  accept 
the  cheers  of  the  Tory  Party  on  that  oc- 
casion. There  was,  probably,  no  one 
more  glad  than  he  was  to  hear  of  the 
arrest  of  Michael  Davitt.  It  required  a 
strong  conscience  to  denounce  illegality 
when  the  landlords  did  nothing  to  help 
their  starving  tenants,  and  when  the  Go- 
vernment rewarded  those  who  did  de- 
nounce it  with  a  convict  cell.  Would 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  say  that 
the  landlords  helped  the  people  ? 

CoLOHEL  KING-HAEMAJJ :  I  say 
that  tbey  helped  the  people  enormously. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  say  that  when  the 
peasants  were  shivering  in  the  cold,  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  cut  off  the 
supply  of  turf. 

ColohelKING-HAEMAN:  I  rise  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  that 
statement. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  came  down  that  even- 
ing and  raised  his  voice  against  the  un- 
deniableri^ht  of  these  men  to  be  brought 
before  a  jury  even  of  Orangemen  in 
Sligo.  Did  they  say  a  single  word  in 
paLUation  of  murder  or  outrage  ?  What 
was  their  contention  ?  Simply,  that  these 
men  who  were  in  prison  were  respectable 
men,  and  had  been  so  throughout  their 
lives;  that  they  were  honourable  men, 
and  that  they  should  have  the  same 
right  of  having  their  case  brought  before 
a  jury  which  was  ^ven  to  the  commonest 
foot-pad,  and  which  woidd  be  granted 
to  those  criminals,  nurtured  in  Dublin 
Castle,  whose  atrocities  were  now  the 
horror  of  the  civilized  world.  They 
asked  nothing  but  what  was  right ;  and 
he  trusted  that  no  Member  of  that  House 
would  be  led  away  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  who  had  made  an 
attempt,  which  he  would  not  characterize 
in  the  langua^  it  deserved,  to  interpose 
between  these  unfortunate  men  and  the 
House  of  Commons  in  their  appeal  for 
justice. 

CkiLoifXL  KING-HABMAN  said,  he 
wished  to  reply  to  one  pcnrtion  of  the 
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attack  made  upon  bimaelf  by  &e  bon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Ur.  Sexton),  and 
from  that  point  he  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  judge  of  the  rest  of  the  hon. 
Member's  statements.  The  statement 
was  that  in  the  winter  of  1880-1,  when 
fuel  was  scarce,  he  took  the  opportunity 
of  cutting  off  the  supply  of  turf  from  his 
tenants.  Upon  his  honour — as  he  stood 
before  God— during  all  that  winter  he 
Btrained  every  nerve  to  supply  his 
tenants  with  fuel ;  he  never  charged 
them  a  single  &d. ;  he  put  down  every 
farthing  he  could  afford  to  raise  fuel  for 
them.  He  had  had  timber  cut  down, 
and  the  tenants  were  allowed  to  take 
away  every  root  and  branch  and  every- 
Qivaa  else  they  oould  take,  and  there 
was  hardly  a  man  on  the  whole  property 
who  saffbred  from  a  want  of  fuel.  And 
he  did  not  think  there  was  one  of  them 
who  at  Uie  end  of  the  winter  had  not 
thanked  him  for  what  he  had  done.  He 
had  done  his  best,  and  the  charge 
brought  against  him  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  entirely  unfounded. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman's  contradiction 
turned  on  a  question  of  time  ;  but  there 
was  a  period  when  the  turbary  was  taken 
away. 

Mb.  sexton  wished  to  add  a  word 
or  two  in  reference  to  a  certain  matter 
that  was  notorious  in  Boscommon  and 
all  over  Ireland — namely,  the  correspon- 
dence which  was  published  in  Tk$  FrM- 
mtm't  Journal,  in  which  it  was  shown 
that  those  who  previously  owned  this 
property  never  (uiarged  the  tenants  for 
turbary ;  but  the  hon.  uid  gallant  Mem- 
ber avenged  himself  for  the  Land  Act  by 
putting  a  charge  on  the  turbary.  This 
was  exposed  in  7%*  Frteman's  Journal  by 
the  hon .  Member  for  Mallow  ( Mr. 
O'Brien),  who  had  never  made  an  accu- 
sation against  any  man,  whether  an 
official  or  not,  without  proving  it. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  this 
statement  was  made  in  Ths  ^V-Mman's 
Journal,  but  he  had  proved  it  to  be  abso- 
lutely false,  and  he  was  willing  to  appeal 
from  the  hon.  Members  to  his  own 
tenants  as  to  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  there  was 
a  matter  wMch  had  not  been  touched 
upon  by  any  of  the  previous  speakers, 
and  that  was  the  item  for  the  expenses 
of  Orown  Solicitors  in  connection  with 
crimes  in  Ireland.  Ha  wished  to  pt^nt 
out  to  the  Committee  that  one  of  the 


greatest  injustices  inflicted  on  men  in 
Ireland  who  were  waiting  tor  trial  was 
this  changing  of  the  venue,  which  threw 
upon  them  tlie  onus  of  bringing  their 
witnesses  down  and  keeping  them  for 
many  days  during  the  Assizes  at  enor- 
mous cost.  At  the  Winter  Assizes  mauj 
of  the  prisoners  were  removed  from  the 
different  counties  within  the  Circuit  to 
the  one  town  appointed  for  the  Province. 
He  woutd  take  the  case  ctf  the  prisoners 
awaiting  their  trial  in  Kerry.  When 
their  cases  came  on  they  were  removed 
to  Cork,  where  the  Winter  Assizes  were 
generally  held,  and  the  rule  at  the 
Assizes  as  to  prisoners  was  the  same  as 
with  regard  to  Special  Commissions  and 
generally  with  regard  to  cases  in  which 
me  venue  had  been  ohanpied.  There  was 
a  ease  in  the  past  year  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners  who  had  been  arrested 
in  Mayo  were  taken  for  trial  in  Cork. 
That  was  practically  disabling  those  un- 
fortunate men,  whatever  might  be  the 
charge  against  them,  or  whatever 
might  be  the  evidence  by  which  the 
Crown  was  able  to  sustain  the  chai^, 
from  meeting  the  oharge.  It  reduced 
them  to  this  position — that  to  get  anv- 
thing  like  a  fair  trial  they  would  have  to 
incur  enormous  expense,  which  men  of 
their  position  were  not  able  to  bear. 
That  inflicted  upon  them  great  hard- 
ships, and  even  the  risk  of  losing  their 
liberty,  because  they  were  unable  to 
bear  these  expenses.  He  believed  that 
it  was  provided  by  Statute  that  when 
prisoners  had  been  removed  by  a  change 
of  venue  it  should  be  competent  to  the 
Crown  to  pay  the  expenses  of  witnesses 
for  the  prie<mers.  That  was  all  very 
well,  but  when  did  the  Crown  pay  these 
expenses?  Not  before  the  witnesses 
left  home  to  attend  the  trial ;  not  when 
they  reached  the  Assize  town  where  the 
trial  was  to  be  held,  but  after  the  trial 
was  over.  Then  the  Grown  would  pay 
the  expenses  of  aay  witnesses  whom  the 
Crown  Solicitor  had  considered  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  prisoner,  but 
that  was  not  a  practice  in  aooordsnce 
with  justice.  It  did  not  meet  the  justice 
of  the  case  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a 
prisoner's  witnesses  after  the  issae  had 
been  tried,  and  after  the  onus  had  first 
been  thrown  upon  the  prisoner  of  main- 
taining those  witnesses,  whether  feir  or 
many,  for  many  weeks  in  some  cases, 
in  the  Asrize  town.  Hardship  of  ths 
gravest  nature  was  inflicted  in  that  way ; 
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and  he  knew  of  oases  in  whioh  prisoners 
had  been  absolxitelj  unable  to  bring  up 
the  witnesses  necessai?  for  their  defence. 
Numerous  casesof  this  kind  had  occurred 
— eases  in  which  prisoners  had  witnesses 
who  would  hare  been  able  to  prove  an 
mhhi,  and  oompletely  rebut  the  OTidence 
of  ttie  Crown.  The  Crown  officials,  of 
coarse,  looked  after  their  own  witnesses, 
brought  them  up  at  the  public  expense, 
provided  their  travelling  expenses,  and 
everything  else  ;  but  what  was  the  case 
irith  regard  to  the  witnesses  whom  the 
unfortunate  prisoner  might  find  neces- 
•ary  f  They  might  oome  up  if  they 
deored  to  come;  there  was  no  oom- 
pelling  them  to  do  so;  and,  iakva  ae 
they  were  from  a  humble  rank  in  life, 
and  having  sach  slender  means  as  they 
generally  had,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
prisoner  to  have  adequate  justice  done 
htm  by  having  the  necessary  witnesses 
present,  except  by  the  aid  of  some  in- 
fluentiai  friends  snob  as,  unfortunately, 
rarely  assisted  them.  What  he  con- 
tended was  that  the  Crown,  where  it 
undertook  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  pri- 
soner's witnesses,  should  do  precisely  what 
it  did  in  the  case  of  the  witaesses  for  the 
Crown.  The  Solirator  for  theCrown  should 
obtain  from  the  prisoner's  solicitor  a  list 
of  the  witnesses  whom  he  oonsidered 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  &e  ^irisoner, 
and  that  the  expenses  of  those  witnesses, 
<ff,  at  least,  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
expenses,  should  be  given  to  them  before 
they  were  required  to  leave  their  homes 
to  long  distances  and  remain  for  long 
periods  at  the  Assize  town.  Suppose  a 
prisoner  required  a  dozen  witnesses ;  he 
must  have  them  up  at  the  opening  of 
the  Assizes.  He  had  known  casm  in 
whioh  the  Assizes  lasted  three  weeks. 
In  Cork  they  had  more  than  once  ex- 
tended over  three  weeks.  A  prisoner 
must  assume  that  his  trial  would  come 
on  upon  the  opening  day  ;  and  he  must, 
therefore,  have  his  witnesses  up  on  that 
day.  They  must  now  come  up  at  hie 
expense,  if  they  were  not  suffioienlly  de- 
voted to  him  and  to  the  interests  of 
iustioe  to  come  up  at  their  own  expense. 
The  onut  of  bringing  them  up  was  thrown 
upon  the  prisoner;  the  Assizes  might 
lut  three  weeks,  and  he  might  have  to 
keep  them  there  all  that  time  at  his  own 
expense,  or  get  his  solicitor  to  maintain 
them  on  hieheholf.  That  provision  for 
paying  the  expenses  of  a  prisoner's  wit- 
neies  was  absolutely  useless  and  worUi- 
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less ;  because,  owing  to  the  money  not 
being  paid  until  after  the  trial,  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  defence  could  not  be 
brought  up  at  the  time  when  they  were 
necessary.  Ho  was  not  speaking  of  ab- 
stract matters  at  all,  but  of  cases  within 
his  own  knowledge.  He  knew  that 
cases  had  occurred  in  Sligo  County,  in 
which  prisoners  had  been  taken  from 
Galway  to  Sligo,  and  kept  waiting  some 
weeks  for  their  trial,  and  their  witnesses 
were  knocking  about  the  streets  begging, 
in  the  endeavour  to  maintain  themselves 
until  the  trial  at  which  they  were  to  give 
evidence  should  oome  on.  And  he  had 
known  of  oases  in  which  witnesses  had 
bew  unable,  through  this  cause,  to  re- 
main in  the  Assize  town  long  enough  to 
give  their  evidence  in  defence  of  un- 
fortunate prisoners.  If  the  Crown 
wished  to  meet  the  justice  of  the  case 
they  must  make  provision  for  giving  to 
the  witnesses  for  a  prisoner  the  same 
facilities  for  travelling  and  maintenance 
as  they  gave  to  Grown  witnesses.  They 
took  great  care  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
Grown,  giving  them  travelling  expenses 
and  maintaining  them  in  the  Apsize 
town ;  but  they  told  the  prisoner  that  if 
he  was  rich  enough  to  bring  up  bis  wit- 
nesses for  his  defence  and  keep  them  as 
long  as  they  were  wanted,  then,  what 
the  case  was  over  and  he  had  been  con- 
signed to  a  cell  or  had  regained  his  free- 
dom, the  Grown  would  consider  whether 
they  would  pay  for  those  witnesses.  If 
such  a  case  oocnzred  in  the  county  in 
which  the  prisoner  was  arrested,  the 
grievance  would  not  be  so  great,  because 
the  witnesBPs  would  not  have  to  travel 
very  long  distances,  and  it  would  be 
easier  to  maintain  them ;  but  it  was 
unfair,  unjust,  and  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  equity  that  the  onw  should 
be  thrown  upon  a  prisoner  of  bringing 
witnesses  perhaps  200  miles  away  from 
home,  and  of  maintaining  them  for 
weeks  in  the  town  to  give  evidence  for 
him,  when  he  should  have  been  tried  in 
the  county  in  which  he  was  arrested. 
He  hoped  they  would  have  some  state- 
ment from  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land imott  this  point.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  connection  with 
these  cases  hod  not  been  a  very  long  one 
yet ;  but  he  oould  assure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gtentleman  that  he  could  quote 
many  cases  in  Ireland  in  which  wit- 
nesses had  returned  home  from  the  Assize 
town  before  a  tiial  had  wQue  on,  and 
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left  the  prisoner  to  his  fate,  simply  be- 
cause they  were  unable  to  maiutaia 
themselves,  and  the  prisoner,  owing  to 
his  position  in  life  and  having  no  iriends 
to  assist  him,  could  not  maintain  them. 

Thk  solicitor  general  poh 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waikbk)  said,  the 
point  to  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
called  attention  was  one  which  might 
produce  hardship ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
surely  did  not  contend  that  in  every  case 
Under  the  Prevmtion  of  Crime  Act  the 
expenses  of  TitnesBes  for  a  prisoner  had 
not  been  paid  until  i^ter  t^e  trial  was 
over.  In  nis  own  knowledge  that  was 
not  the  case ;  and  the  course  adopted  by 
the  Crown  in  regard  to  prisoners'  wit- 
nesses was  the  same  as  with  regard  to 
Orown  witnesses. 

Ma.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  had 
known  of  several  cases  in  which  applica- 
tions for  the  expenses  of  prisoners  wit- 
nesses before  a  trial  had  been  refused. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said 
the  course  adopted  was  the  same  in 
regard  to  Crown  and  prisoners*  wit- 
nesses. Undoubtedly  the  expenses  were 
paid  in  the  end;  but  Crown  witnesses 
were  taken  in  huid  at  onoe  by  a  police- 
man who  paid  their  railway  fares,  took 
them,  to  lodgings,  and  paid  all  that  was 
neoessary-  until  they  were  paid  by  the 
Orown  on  the  olose  of  the  trial.  But 
the  opposite  to  this  was  the  practice 
vith  regard  to  the  witnesses  for  the  de- 
fence. No  care  was  taken  of  them  un- 
less the  prisoner  had  suffioimt  means  to 
maintain  them. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  "Walkke)  replied  that 
he  had  no  doubt  that  if,  iu  such  a  case 
as  the  hon.  Member  had  mentioned, 
application  was  made  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  or  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  he  would  take  care 
that  the  expenses  were  provided. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
had  expected  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
OeDtteman  would  intimate  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  reconsider  their  position 
in  regard  to  this  matter ;  but  he  had 
been  diflappoiated,  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  confined  himself 
to  observations  on  the  minor  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  feu-  West- 
meath  (Mr.  Harrington).  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  lor  Dublin  County 
(Colonel  King-Harmaa)  sympathized 
very  warmly  with  the  persons  who  had 
been  murdered  in  Ireland  in  recent 

Mr.  SmrwgUtt 


years ;  but  why  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  reserved  all  his  sympathy  for 
those  persons  he  did  notkaow.  He  and 
his  boa.  Erieads  sympathized  with  men 
who  were  still  suffering  from  injustice 
and  oppression.  The  men  whom  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Dublin 
County  had  denounced  were  men  who, 
in  the  theory  of  the  law,  were  at  that 
moment  innocmt  men,  because  they  had 
not  yet  been  proved  guilty.  They  be- 
lieved those  men  could  not  be.  proved 
guilty,  because  they  were  innocent. 
The  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  was  to  an 
Irish  Member  perfectly  disheartening. 
That  hon.  Member  presumed  that  every- 
body employed  under  the  Government 
was  acting  honestly,  conscientiously,  and 
consistently ;  that  whatever  the  Crown 
might  do  was  done  on  good  grounds ; 
that  there  was  ample  evidence  to  justify 
constant  remands  of  these  men,  and  that 
there  was  good  ground  for  suppoung 
that  a  conviction  was  likely  to  follow. 
That  sort  of  view  was  calculated  to  drive 
Irish  Members  to  despair.  English  Mem- 
bers would  always  assume  that  whatever 
was  done  by  the  Crown  in  Ireland  was 
beyond  challenge.  They  assumed  that 
French  was  an  immaculate  person,  al- 
though Irish  Members  had  denounced 
him  until  it  was  impossible  at  last  for 
the  Government  to  pretend  that  they 
had  any  tuth  in  him.  They  had  de- 
nounced Cornwall  in  the  svne  way,  and 
now  he  was  abandoned.  They  had  de- 
nounced Bolton,  and  now  Bolton  had 
been  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  Now, 
when  they  complained  of  the  treatment 
by  the  Grown  of  these  unfortunate  pri- 
fioner^,  there  was  the  same  presumption, 
always  readily  spriagiag  up  in  the  miod 
of  English  Members,  that  their  com- 
plaiats  were  utterly  groundless,  and  that 
the  Orown  was  beyond  rebuke  in  regard 
to  its  action  in  Ireland.  They  must, 
therefore,  go  oa,  as  they  had  ia  the  past, 
aad  endeavour  by  constant  iteration  to 
drive  into  the  minds  of  English  Mem- 
bers, who  were  not  particularly  quick  to 
comprehend  anything  from  Irdand, 
that  there  was  a  grievous  cause  of  com- 
plaint ;  and  however  long  it  might  he, 
and  however  hard  it  might  be,  they 
would  not  ^rink  from  doing  their  du^ 
in  that  House.  The  Committee  was 
about  to  proceed  to  the  discuflocm  of  a 
Scotch  measure.  That  migfat  be  of  great 
impmiance  to  Sootohmea^l>uith»mu8i 
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ezcnae  Irish  Membera  if,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  what  they  oonceiTed  to  be  their 
dnty,  they  stood  some  time  longer  in  the 
vay  of  the  Scotch  Bill  being  brought 
before  the  House.  The  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral  for  Ireland  had  not,  in  his  opinion, 

g'ren  a  satis&otoiy  declaration,  or  mani- 
sted  that  readiness  to  be  con^derate 
in  his  dealings  with  these  prisoners, 
which  a  fair-minded  and  considerate 
man  ought  to  have  manifested.  Eng- 
lishmen ought  to  understand  that  the 
Irish  Hembere  were  fighting  now  the 
same  fight  that  was  fought  by  Hampden 
and  his  Mends  in  England.  They  were 
contending  now  for  those  principles 
-which  the  learned  Selden  did  bo  much  to 
engraft  upon  the  recognized  law  of  this 
country,  and  they  were  maintaining  for 
these  1 1  unfortunate  men  at  Sligo  that 
right  whidkwas  established  beyond  ques- 
tion in  this  country  under  an  Act  of  Oeo. 
III.,  which  prorided  that,  after  a  man 
lutd  been  committed,  he  should  have  an 
absolute  right  to  be  tried  at  the  next  en- 
Buing  Herm,  or  Session,  or  Asmze.  That 
right  was  ^thheld  from  these  men ;  but 
it  was  a  ri^t  which  was  admitted  and 
recognized  in  this  country,  and  they 
claimed  for  these  Irishmen  who  were 
now  committed  thatj  same  right  which 
was  unquestionably  the  birthright  of : 
Englishmen.  They  had  not  yet  got  that, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  keep  on  hammer- 
ing away  as  beet  they  could  by  the 
instrumentality  of  these  Estimates,  first 
of  all  upon  Parliament,  and  then  in- 
directly on  the  public  mind  of  England. 
However  long  it  might  take  them,  they 
most  pursue  that  course,  and  as  a  first 
step  he  begged  to  more  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote  oy  the  first  item — namely, 
the  pay  of  the  Attromey  General  for  Ire- 
land and  his  allowances,  and  the  pay 
and  allowances  of  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland,  £4,363. 

Uotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  Bom,  not  exceeding  £i4fi7S,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  eum 
neceesary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
In  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1885,  of  CrimiDal 
ProsecotioDB  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
incladiDg  eoiun  Allowances  under  the  Act  16 
and  18  Vic.  c  S3."— {Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

Hb.  DEASY  said,  he  was  elad  his 
hon.  Friend  had  moved  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  the  salaries  of  the  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, beoaiiM  h«  wished  to  make  sora« 


remarks  with  regard  to  their  conduct  in 
forcing  the  trial  of  prisoners  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  South  of  Ireland  on 
the  jurors  of  the  OityofCork.  Last  March 
he  had  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  manner  in  which  the  County 
and  Oity  of  Oork  were  treated  under  the 
Prevention  of  Orime  Act;  and  he  was 
sorry  to  have  to  say,  with  r^ard  to  the 
undertaking  which  he  then  understood 
theSulicitorGeneral  for  Ireland  to  give — 
namely,  that  no  further  juiy-packing 
should  take  place — that  that  practice  still 
revailed  as  much  as  ever.  It  had  again 
een  put  in  force  in  the  City  of  Cork,  and 
jurors  who  had  served  in  the  last  three 
or  four  Assizes  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act  had  again  been  summoned 
to  attend  the  present  Assizes.  He 
need  not  point  out  to  those  who  knew 
Ireland  the  serious  inconvenience  and 
loss  to  which  these  men  were  subjected 
by  being  drawn  from  their  bnaineBS  day 
after  day,  though  they  were  scarcely 
ever  permitted  to  act  on  a  jury.  Under 
the  old  system  the  penalty  for  non- 
attendance  was  only  £2  ;  but  under  the 
Prevention  of  Orime  Act  it  was  £20, 
and  although  these  men  were  invariably 
told  to  stand  ande  by  the  SherifiF,  yet 
they  were  not  released  from  duty,  and 
if  they  failed  even  on  one  occasion  to 
answer  to  their  names  the  Judge  in- 
flicted the  full  penalty  of  £20.  He  pro- 
tested against  that  practice,  and  against 
the  way  in  which  prisoners  who  had 
been  brought  to  Cork  for  trial  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  were  treated. 
It  was  impossible  for  them  to  get  a  fair 
trial  under  the  system  now  pursued. 
He  did  not  say  that  juries  empannelled  iu 
these  cases  went  into  the  box  with  a 
determination  to  bring  in  verdicts  of 
"guilty;"  but  they  were  so  prejudiced 
by  passion  that  they  could  not  take  an 
impartial  view  of  any  case  of  an  agrarian 
character.  In  a  few  days  these  jurors 
would  again  be  called  upon  to  tir  pri- 
soners ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  SoUcitor 
General  for  Ireland  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  prevent  thrae  juries  from  being 
packed,  and  to  prevent  Roman  Oatholio 
jurors  in  Cforkfrom  being  insulted  when 
called  upon  to  act  as  jurymen.  There 
was  another  item  in  this  Vote  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  attention,  and  that  was 
the  item  for  the  expenses  in  connection 
with  actions  tak^n  against  Resident 
Magistrates,  Divisional  and  other  Jua- 
tioes,  and  the  Oonatabulary,  for  apts 
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done  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 
How  much,  of  this,  he  wished  to  know, 
had  been  spent  ia  conducting  the  case 
of  Constable  QTifiB.a  at  Cork  Assizes,  for 
the  balance  of  2*.  I^d.  blood  tax  7  The 
drcamstanoes  were  as  follows : — A  gen- 
tleman, named  Hallissey,  in  Cork,  had 
had  to  leave  the  country  some  time 
ago,  because  he  was  "Boycotted  \  "  but 
before  he  left  a  large  force  of  police 
were  quartered  ia  the  dtBtriot  where  he 
lived,  and.  the  cost  of  these  policemen 
levied  on  that  district.  The  fanners  re* 
fused  to  pay  it,  and  one  of  them  living 
near  Mallow  had  a  mule  taken  for  the 
debt  .This  mule  was  put  up  for  auction 
by  Constable  (>ri£Bn  and  bought  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Har- 
rington) for  2^^.  This  left  a  balance 
due  of  2a.  I^d.,  which  Goastable  Griffin 
sought  to  recover  before  the  Judge  of 
Assue,  but  failed,  the  jury  baring  given 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  He  (Mr. 
Deasy)  should  like  to  know  how  much 
of  the  expenses  under  this  head  had 
been  devoted  to  paying  counsel  in  the 
case?  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  mnch  this  2m,  T^d.  had  cost  the  Gh)- 
Temment.  There  was  another  matter 
under  Sub-head  D  to  which  he  wished 
to  draw  attention.  Some  months  ago, 
a  case  was  brou^t  before  the  Bivers- 
town,  near  Cork,  Petty  Session,  in  which 
an  Emergency  man  was  charged  with 
having  fired  at  a  farmer  with  intent  to  kill 
him.  The  Grown  Prosecutor  refused  to 
prosecute  the  Emergency  man ;  and  the 
result  was  that  the  magistrates,  who, 
from  their  Orange  leanings,  were  on 
the  side  of  the  landlord,  did  not  send  the 
case  for  trial.  He  was  in  favour  of  re- 
ducing the  Vote  on  account  of  the  cfise  he 
had  cited;  and  when  the  Division  bad  been 
taken  upon  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  he  (Mr.  Deasy)  should  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  reduce  it  by  £300,  which 
he  believed  was  the  salary  of  the 
Crown  Prosecutor  in  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Cork  in  which  the  case  to 
which  he  had  referred  occurred.  As  to 
the  ease  which  the  Committee  had  been 
oonsid^ng  all  that  evening,  he  did  not 
wish  to  say  much;  but  he  had  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  on  the  arrest 
of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  that  gentlenum's  acdi- 
oitor's  agent  was  not  permitted  to  see 
him  in  BUgo  Gaol.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien) 


asked  a  Question  on  the  subject  in  the 
House,  and  the  answer  given  by  the 
(3hief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  was 
that  the  police  made  all  possible  in- 
quiries as  to  whether  the  agent  was 
authorized  by  the  prisoner's  solicitor  to 
interview  him  in  Sligo  Oaol ;  and  thej 
were  unable  in  the  course  of  S4  houra  to 
ascertain  whether  the  man  was  really 
a  solicitor's  dark  or  not.  He  (Mr. 
Deasy)  met  the  clerk  on  his  way  Arom 
Sligo,  and  he  gave  a  differ^t  aoeoant 
altogether  of  what  took  plaoe.  The  deik 
stated  that  tiie  policemen  knew  him  well ; 
but  told  him  that  they  were  instmcted 
by  the  authorities  not  to  permit  any- 
one, even  the  solicitor  himself,  to  see 
Mr.  Fitzgerald.  He  (Mr.  Deasy)  hoped 
the  discussion  which  had  taken  place 
would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  about 
either  the  release  of  the  prisoners  or 
their  speedy  trial.  There  would  be  no 
difficulty  at  all  in  trying  the  prisoners 
in  the  City  of  Cork;  and  hitherto  the 
dovemment  had  not  objected  to  bring- 
ing prisoners  from  all  parts  of  Ireland 
to  Cork  to  be  tried.  The  ease  of  the 
Tubbercurry  prisoners  was  an  excep- 
tional one;  and  there  vas  not  one  on 
the  Irish  Benches  who  would  object  to 
have  the  prisoners  tried  even  by  an 
Orange  jury  in  that  city,  if  the  alterna- 
tive was  indefinite  imprisonment  with- 
out trial;  but  he  supposed  the  Qoytsca- 
ment  would  keep  the  men  in  confinement 
a  little  longer,  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  get  such  eridence  against  them 
an  would  lead  a  jury  to  oonriot  them, 
it  being  quite  clear  that  no  such  evidoics 
was  then  in  the  possession  of  theOroTO. 
If  the  men  were  not  brought  to  trial 
immediately,  surely  it  was  not  unrea- 
sonable to  ask  that  they  should  be  libe- 
rated on  baU.  If  Mr.  Fitzgerald  were 
liberated  on  bail,  or  gave  his  word 
that  he  would  not  leave  the  country,  he 
would  be  as  sure  to  appear  when  <»]led 
upon  as  he  would  now  that  he  was  shut 
up  in  Sligo  Gaol.  Although  he  (Mr. 
Deasy)  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
other  prisoners,  he  believed  the  same 
could  be  said  of  them.  "Why  was  it, 
therefore,  that,  perhaps  in  a  week  or  so, 
only  two  out  of  1 1  might  be  released  P 
It  had  been  aaid,  in  palliation  of  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  the  case, 
that  three  of  the  prisoners  were  already 
on  bcul  in  the  nominal  sum  of  £25  each. 
He  did  not  regard  the  admission  of  the 
three  men  to  bail  as  a^y  great  oonoes- 
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Bioii  on  the  part  of  the  Oorernment. 

The  people  of  Ireland  oould  not  be 
expected  to  have  confidence  in  tiie  ad- 
ministration of  tlie  law  if  these  unfor- 
tunate men  were  kept,  month  after 
month,  and  perhaps  year  after  year,  in 
prison,  so  that  the  GoTemmeut  might 
be  able  to  tramp  up  a  case  against  them. 
He  hoped  that  before  the  debate  closed, 
and  lie  did  not  propose  that  it  should 
close  for  some  time,  the  Committee  would 
recuTe  some  more  satisfactory  assurance 
from  the  Qoremment  than  they  had 
done  up  to  the  present.  He  beliered 
that  if  the  right  hou.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  could,  even  at  the 
elerenth  hour,  gire  them  the  assurance 
that  the  Tubbercurry  prisoners  would 
be  treated  justly  and  fairly  maoli  would 
be  done  to  bring  about  the  early  Pro- 
rogation of  the  Session.  It  could  not 
be  expected  that  the  Irish  Uembers 
would  go  back  to  Ireland  without  being 
able  to  show  that  they  had  done  erery- 
thiog  in  their  power  to  see  that  justice 
was  meted  out  to  the  men  who  had  been 
so  long  and  unjustly  confined  within  the 
walls  of  Sligo  Gaol. 

Question  pat. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  29; 
Noee  126:  Majority  97.— (Div.  List, 
No.  192.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Ur.  small  said,  he  thought  all 
Members  were  ^;reed  that  some  expla- 
nation ought  to  be  afforded  of  the  item 
of  £5,650,  which  represented  the  office 
expenses  of  the  Crown  Solicitors.  To 
admit  of  an  explanation  being  afforded 
by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Lreland  he 
mored  to  reduce  the  Yote  by  £4,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"lliat  a  lom,  not  exoeediog  ^fi,081,  be 
granted  to  H«  Mmstr,  to  complete  the  sum 
neceasuy  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coureo  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  of  Criminal 
ProMcntioQt  and  otiker  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
inolnding  certain  Alio  wan  cen  vmaas  the  Act  Ifi 
and  18  Vio.  o.  83."— (Jfr.  SmaU.) 

CoLONBL  NOLAN  said,  that  perhaps 
he  might  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the 
Committee  before  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  replied  to  his  hon.  Friend, 
as  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  a  point 
he  had  on  previous  occasions  brought 
before  the  Honse.  He  noticed  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  money  put  down  for 
Law  Officers ;  but  only  a  small  sum  was 


charged  for  jurors.  Now,  he  had  always 
contended  that  jurors  should  be  paid  as 
well  as  counsel.  Counsel  were  paid 
large  sums  of  money ;  and  why  should 
the  jurors  who  had  to  assist  in  trials  be 
absolutely  ont  of  pocket  in  consequenoe 
of  their  attendanoe  in  Court?  In  his 
county  jurors  were  summoned  in  large 
numbers  to  attend  the  Court  in  the  town 
of  Galway.  Many  of  them  had  to  travel 
so  far  as  16  statute  miles,  and  they  had 
to  pay  their  expenses  the  whole  way. 
He  did  not  propose  exactly  that  the 
jurors  should  be  paid  money  in  pocket ; 
but  he  thought  that  at  least  the  Crown 
should  pay  them  their  travelling  ex- 

Eensea,  and  so  much  to  cover  their  bote} 
ills.  Jurors  were  fully  entitled  to  the 
payment  he  suggested,  because  they  had 
to  gire  up  their  time,  which  at  this  tiftie 
of  the  yeai^harvest  time — especially 
was  very  valuable ;  and  if  farmers  gave 
up  their  time  they  had  done  a  great 
deal  for  the  country.  As  he  had  said, 
the  jurors  in  Ireland  were  summoned  in 
large  numbers,  and  a  great  many  of 
them  were  objected  to.  They  had,  how- 
ever, to  remain  in  Court.  Under  such 
circnmetances,  it  would  be  far  better  not 
to  bring  them  in,  because  they  would 
then  be  saved  considerable  trouble  and 
expense.  If  the  Crown  were  obliged  to 
pay  jurors  their  travelling  expenses  and 
so  much  a  day,  he  was  convinced  that 
too  many  would  not  be  suomioned.  It 
was  really  high  time  that  the  Executive 
Goremment  in  Ireland  should  pay  some 
attention  to  this  matter.  He  had  no 
doubt  it  would  be  said  that  jurors  were 
not  paid  in  England,  and  why  should 
they  oe  paid  in  Ireland  ?  He  was  not 
sure  they  should  not  be  paid  la  Eng- 
land ;  but,  anyhow,  the  case  of  Ireland 
was  rery  different.  In  England,  jurors 
were,  as  a  rule,  men  in  good  positdons ; 
and,  besides,  the  Circuits  were  venr  con- 
veniently arranged.  Yorkshire,  for  in- 
stance, was  divided  into  three  Bidings, 
and  the  railway  facilities  were  very 
great.  In  Ireland,  however,  the  jurors 
were  required  to  travel  very  long  dis- 
tances, and  very  frequently  they  had  to 
do  80  by  road.  He  submitted  to  the 
Irish  Law  Officers,  and  also  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  whom  he  was  glad  to  see  in 
his  place,  that  some  arrangement  should 
at  least  be  made  by  which  Irish  j  urors 
could  be  paid  their  travelling  expenses 
and  hotel  bills,  because  it  was  not  de- 
fended for  a  minute  that  jurors  should 
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hare  to  pay  liard  cash  out  of  pocket  for 
their  attendaiLoe  in  Court,  ^ere  was 
another  reason  why  jurors  in  Ireland 
ou^ht  to  be  paid.  Unfcwtonately,  the 
weight  of  the  Irish  jury  system  ull,  in 
almost  all  cases,  on  the  farming  class. 
Somehow  or  other  the  landlords  escaped 
the  duty  of  serring  on  juries;  and  they 
either  lived  out  of  Ireland,  or  they  had 
certain  occupations  which  exempted  them 
from  serving ;  and  most  of  the  profes- 
sional men  were  exempted  also.  The 
consequence  was  that  a  great  deal  too 
much  jury-work  was  thrown  on  the 
farmem,  upon  whom,  as  long  as  they 
were  obliged  to  pay  their  own  expenses, 
the  duty  was  a  very  heavy  tax.  He 
hoped  the  Law  OfiELoera  would  take  this 
greatpractical grievance  into  their  serious 
consideration. 

SxB  JOHN  HAT  rose  (at  20  minutes 
to  12  o'doek)  to  move  to  report  Pro- 
gress. He  pointed  out  that  at  the  oom- 
menoemeat  of  the  Sitting  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  that  at  half-past  11  Pro- 
gress ^oold  be  reported,  in  order  that 
tne  Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland) 
Bill  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
He  understood  that  the  diecusMon  upon 
this  Vote  was  likely  to  last  some  con- 
siderable time  longer ;  and  if  that  were 
BO,  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient 
to  Scotch,  and  other  Members,  that  they 
should  be  kept  in  attendance  until  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning,  in  order  to 
consider  the  merits  of  such  an  important 
measure  as  that  he  had  mentioned.  He 
was  sorry  to  interfere  with  the  Business 
of  the  Committee  \  but,  under  the  cironm- 
stanoes,  he  f^t  bound  to  move  to  report 
Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
* '  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Sir  John 

Ue.  GLADSTONE  said,  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  knew  very 
well  that  such  engagements  as  to  which 
he  had  alluded  were  made  in  perfect 
good  faith,  but  that  some  latitude  must 
be  allowed.  The  Government  would 
not  ask  very  much  latitude ;  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  they  had  not  yet 
taken  the  Vote.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, and  having  disposed,  as  the 
Committee  had  done,  of  several  import- 
ant Amendments  to  the  Vote,  he  hoped 
that  more  time  would  be  allowed  to- 
night in  which  it  might  be  possible  to 


take  the  Vote.  The  Govuiunent  wwild 
not  trespass  npon  the  patience  of  hon. 
Members  too  mnch. 

Sib  JOHN  HAT  aeked  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tnthdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed, 

«That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  jB45,031,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  gnm 
neceeaary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  coma 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  oa 
the  Slat  day  of  March  188d,  of  Criminal  Proae- 
cntiona  and  other  Law  Chargea  in  Ireland,  in> 
eluding  certain  Allowancea  under  the  Act  IS  and 
18  Vic.  0. 83."— (Jfr.  Small.) 

Thb  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (3Ujr.  Waxkzb)  said,  that  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Small}, 
he  bad  simply  to  say  that  the  Crown 
Solicitors  undertook  certain  duties,  and 
they  were  paid  fised  salaries.  The  ones- 
tioa  wMoh  was  raised  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  the  Member  for  Couaty 
Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  was  a  very  large 
one.  It  was,  indeed,  a  q[uestion  of 
general  policy,  and  therefore  did  not  lie 
within  the  province  of  any  X^aw  Officers ; 
it  could  not  be  dealt  with  by  any  ad- 
ministrative official. 

Mb.  SMALL  said,  the  item  he  referred 
to  was  the  allowance  for  office  ezpensei 
of  Crown  Solicitors.  He  wished  to  know 
what  those  expenses  were  ? 

Thb  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkeb)  said,  the 
item  represented  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  which  Crown  Solicitors  were  ob- 
liged to  keep,  in  order  that  they  ooold 
discharge  their  duties  properly. 

Ms.  HARRINGTON  said,  there  was 
one  other  case  to  which  he  wished 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  and  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Wdker).  From  time  to  time  he  had 
drawn  attmtion  to  the  case — namely, 
that  of  the  failure  of  justioe  in  the  jhto* 
secution  instituted  by  the  Government 
against  Colonel  Bigby,  a  landlord  in 
the  oounty  of  Westmeath.  The  case 
curiously  Uluatrated  the  manner  in  which 
the  law  operated  with  regard  to  the 
different  classes  in  Ireland.  If  a  poor 
person  had  been  involved,  no  difficult; 
would  have  been  experienced ;  but  it 
was  simply  becaaae  the  man  conoemed 
was  a  landlord  and  a  Justioe  of  the  Peace 
that  the  Crown  had  found  themselves 
wholly  unable  to  bring  him  to  justioe. 
Ai  early  as  tiie  commenoeqaeBt  of  the 
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Session  bis  attention  was  drawn  to  a 
ease  where  this  gentleman  made  a  deli- 
berate attempt  to  obtain  arrears  by 
fraud — by  lodging  an  affidavit,  and 
^tting  a  certain  number  of  tenants  to 
]oin  him  in  it,  alleging,  falsely,  that 
rent  was  due  to  him.  Some  time  after 
that,  attention  was  called  to  another 
case  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
(Ifr.  Healy) ;  and  Oolonel  Bigby  then 
saw  the  drager  of  the  course  he  was 
entering  upon,  and  wrote  to  the  Land 
Commissioners,  after  they  had  certified 
him  that  the  Oonrt  was  prepared  to  fix 
the  arrears,  to  say  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake  in  the  case.  This  was  when 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  case  of  John 
Burke,  the  Surveyor  General  in  Dublin. 
It  was  strange  that  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Land  Commissioners  acceded  to  the  ap- 
plication of  Colonel  Digby  to  have  the 
case  withdrawn.  The  Commissioners  had 
before  them  the  affidavits  sworn  by  the 
landlord  and  by  the  tenants ;  and  though 
be  had  made  his  formal  application,  the 
Land  Commissiofiers,  having  before  them 
the  clearest  evidence  of  an  attempt  to 
commit  a  fraud,  allowed  the  withdrawal 
of  the  application,  and  never  took  the 
slightest  step  to  bring  the  offender  to 
jnrtice  for  an  attempt  at  fraud.  This 
was  in  itself  a  very  extraordinary  case, 
and  it  showed  how  the  whole  system  of 
officials  and  official  life  inlreland  worked 
fbr  the  benefit  of  one  class  of  people  as 
against  the  benafit  of  another  class,  and 
how,  with  perfect  impunity,  a  certain 
elasB  of  men  oocup^ing  high  social  posi- 
tions in  Ireland  did  what  they  li^d  to 
trample  on  the  laws,  and  to  commit  in- 
justice and  attempt  embezzlement.  When 
the  facts  were  brought  under  his  notice, 
as  the  Representative  of  the  county,  he 
had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Land 
Oommissioners  to  them.  He  had  pointed 
out  the  early  period  at  which  the  affi- 
davit had  been  made  by  the  landlord 
and  the  tenants,  and  bad  laid  before 
the  Land  Commissioners  two  depositions 
Bwom  to  by  tenants,  in  which  they  stated 
that  Colonel  Digby  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  them  to  endeavour  to  de- 
fraud the  Court ;  that  he  had  told  them 
they  were  fools,  and  that  he  could  get 
money  for  them  from  the  Court.  The 
tmants  also,  in  these  depositions,  stated 
that,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  very  pointed 
demands  of  tibis  gentleman  for  rent, 
th^  had  bcnrowed  the  money  to  pay 
him;  and  tiiat,  thwefbre,  they  them- 


selves believed,  the  money  having  been 
borrowed,  that  they  had  acted  in  hona 
fides.  How  about  the  position  of  the 
landlord  ?  Here  was  a  Grand  Juror  of 
Westmeath  swearing  falsely  that  arrears 
of  rent  were  due,  and  getting  these  men 
also  to  swear  an  affidavit  in  the  matter. 
The  attention  of  the  Land  Oommis- 
sioners  had  been  specifically  drawn  to 
the  case.  At  first  they  decided  it  as  an 
application  to  discharge  the  case  from 
Court,  and  they  made  no  effort  to  bring 
the  offraider  to  justice.  Several  monilu 
afterwards,  when  he  brought  it  again 
under  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, drawing  their  attention  to  that 
section  of  the  Act  which  invested  them 
with  the  power,  where  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  commit  a  fraud  on  the 
Court,  to  proceed  against  the  person  so 
attempting  to  commit  a  fraud.  Not 
alone  did  the  Act  empower  the  Commis- 
sioners to  take  action  where  a  person 
bad  committed  a  fraud,  but  where  he 
had  attempted  to  do  so.  The  Commis- 
sioners did  not  move  themselves,  and 
when  he  brought  the  facts  clearly  be- 
fore their  notice  through  a  solicitor  in 
Dublin,  in  whose  charge  he  gave  the 
case,  the  Commissioners  refused  to  move 
one  step  in  the  matter.  It  would  be  a 
long  time  before  the  impression  was  re- 
moved from  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  these  Commissioners,  to 
whom  they  had  given  the  power  of 
settling  rents  in  Ireland,  if  they  mode 
themsMves  the  friends  of  the  landlords 
by  refusing  to  punish  them  for  fraud, 
would  equally  make  themselves  the 
friends  of  the  landlords  when  appeals 
were  lodged  against  decisions  in  favour 
of  tenants.  He  (Mr.  Harrington)  had 
felt  it  necessary,  when  the  Land  Com- 
mission refused  to  take  up  the  case,  to 
send  all  the  documents  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.  It  was  complained 
in  another  case  that  evidence  had  not 
been  given ;  but  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  could  not  raise  such 
a  plea  in  this  matter,  because  all  the 
evidence,  including  depositions  sworn 
before  the  magistrates,  and  the  rent  re- 
ceipts, clearly  establishing  the  fraud, 
had  been  submitted  to  him.  Well,  after 
some  time,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land did  move  in  the  business,  and  sent 
down  the  Crown  Solicitor  for  Westmeath 
to  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  with  the  result  that  a  proseouttoa 
was  instituted  against  Ooloiel  D^by  for 
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attempting  fraadolently  to  obtain  arrean 
from  the  Land  Oommiasioners  in  respect 
of  two  tenants.  What  happened  f  Why, 
at  the  Petty  Sessions  where  the  case 
was   tried,   the   Resident  Magistrate 
attended,  and  with,  him  two  local  Jus- 
tices, one  of  whom  put  in  an  appearance 
for  the  first  time  for  two  years.  Mark 
this  fact.   For  a  period  of  two  years  this 
dispenser  of  justice,  this  ofBcer  of  the 
law  in  Ireland,  had  not  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance in  that  local  Petty  Sessions 
Court ;  but  he  came  down  on  this  occa- 
sion, when  one  of  bis  friends  was  in  a 
little  trouble,  to  shield  him  from  that 
justice  which  he  was  supposed  to  be 
there  to  administer.   The  second  of  the 
two  looal  maKistrates,  he  was  infbrmed, 
had  notf  unm  the  occasion  in  question, 
attended  at  the  Petty  Sessions  for  a 
period  of  nine  months,   ^e  was  a  very 
irregular  attendant  at  the  Court — he 
very  rarely  turned  op.    At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  hearing  of  the  case,  the  trial 
having  proceeded  upon  only  one  of  the 
attempts  at  fraud,  one  of  the  tenants 
was  examined,  and  the  rent  receipts 
were  produced  in  Court ;  and  because 
Colonel  Bigby  had  written  this  letter  to 
the  Land  Court,  withdrawing  his  appli- 
cation, or  endearouring  to  save  himself 
from  the  consequences  of  his  action,  the 
two  looal  Justices  founded  their  decision 
upon  that  fact,  and  refused  to  return 
him  for  trial  at  the  Assizes,  though  the 
Besident  Magistrate  expressed  an  opi- 
nion  the  other  way,  and  was  strongly  in 
favour  of  committing  the  man  for  trial. 
Justice,  ther^ore,  was  not  done  in  the 
case.   He  (Mr.  Harrington)  believed  it 
was  competent  for  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate to  have  committed  Colonel  Digby 
for  trial,  in  spite  of  the  local  magistrate?; 
and,  if  that  were  so,  it  was  surprising 
that  he  had  not  done  it.     He  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  right  in  his 
statement  of  the  law ;  but  he  believed 
it  was  competent  for  the  Resident 
Magistrate,  even  where  the  local  magis- 
trates did  not  concur,  to  have  received 
the  informations  and  have  returned  the 
case  for  trial  at  the  Assizes.    He  (Mr. 
Harrington]  had  put  a  Question  to  the 
Gh)vemmeut  in  the  House  on  this  case. 
He  had  asked  whether  they  intended  to 
prosecute,  and  a  further  step  had  been 
taken.   The  Grand  Jury  of  Westmeath 
had  been  asked  to  present  a  bill ;  but 
they  had  demded  in  favour  of  Colonel 
Digby,  and  had  saved  him  from  the 
Mr.  Harrington 


consequences  of  the  heinous  crime  of 
endeavouring  to  embeszle  a  sum  from 
the  Treasury.   The  (}rand  Jury  threw 
out  the  bill.   It  was  competent  f<x  the 
Grown  to  move  to  change  the  venue 
from  the  County  of  'Westmeath ;  bnt 
they  had  done  nothing  at  all  of  the 
kind.   They  had  not  changed  the  venue, 
and  up  to  the  present  time  they  had 
taken  no  step  whatever  to  endeavour  to 
bring  this  gentleman  to  jiutioe.  A 
stronger  case  had  since  come  to  light, 
and  stronger  facts  had  been  gathered. 
Immediately  after  the  bill  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  Grand  Jury,  he  (Mr. 
Harrington)  had  received  infozmatiDn 
directing  his  attention  to  a  case  where 
not  alone  was  an  effort  made  by  tiiia 
gentleman  to  abstnuA  money  from  tiie 
Land  Court,  but  where  he  encoeeded  in 
getting  it.   The  right  hon.  Gentieman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieu- 
tenant had  admitted  the  facts  bo  far  as 
this — that,  in  the  instance  pointed  out, 
application  was  made  for  arrears  of 
rent  which  were  alleged  to  be  due,  and 
that  at  the  time  the  application  was 
made  this  man  had  actually  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  the  holding— that  when 
he  had  made  the  application,  he  had 
sold  the  holding  to  a  tenant  who  had 
promised  to  pay  him  the  amount  of  the 
rent  dae.    Now,  this  was  a  case  where 
there  could  be  no  question  at  all  as  to 
intention.   The  question  raised  before, 
in  the  other  case,  was  as  to  the  intent  to 
defraud.  Here,  however,  where  the  man 
received  the  money  and  pocketed  it, 
there  eonld  be  no  question  ^  the  in- 
tention.   He  (Mr.  Harrington)  oon> 
tended  tliat  a  most  unfortunate  impres- 
sion would  be  produced  in  the  minds 
of  t}ie  people  of  Belaud  if  the  Govern- 
ment showed  they  were  unable  to  bring 
men  to  justice  when  they  attempted  a 
fraud  and  admitted  —  as  they  seemed 
inclined  to  do  in  this  case — that  they 
were  wholly  unable  to  bring  to  jastioe 
men  of  high  social  poeition  who  at- 
tempted to  swindle  the  Government 
Would  the  Crown  attempt  to  bring  this 
man  to  justice  — would  they,  as  they 
had  done  in  the  case  of  so  many 
agrarian  crimes  in  Ireland,  change  the 
venue  and  bring  the  man  to  trial  out* 
side  his  own  county,  where  he  would 
not  be  on  the  Grand  Jury  and  have 
brother  jurors  to  protect  him  P 

Mb.  TBETELYAN  :  Ihk  is  a  OM 
which,  50  fiar  as  it  relates  to  Members 
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of  iha  QomnmMii  and  offioen  whose 
ealaries  are  being  ooneidered,  can  be 
dealt  with  in  one  sentenoe.  The  charge 
is  against  Justices  of  the  Peace,  who 
are  unpaid,  and  i^^aintt;  members  of  the 
Gband  Jury,  who  ftre  unpaid  likewise. 
The  main  charge  is,  that  this  g^tle- 
man  attempted  to  take  money  corruptly 
from  the  Bxoheqner  —  attempted  first, 
and  then  obtained  it  afterwords.  What 
was  the  action  of  the  Gtovemment? 
Why,  in  the  first  instance,  they  applied 
for  information  from  the  Bench  of 
Magistrates.  The  magistrates  refused 
to  give  it,  and  there,  in  the  ordinary 
cODTse  of  events,  the  ease  would  have 
stopped.  But  the  Government,  thinking 
the  ease  imptniaait,  went  further.  They 
■ant  the  case  up  to  the  Grand  Jury 
without  obtaining  information  from  the 
magistrates,  and  the  (}rand  Juzy  threw 
the  Inll  out.  The  Government  may, 
therefore,  be  said  to  have  exhausted  aXL 
the  means  at  their  disposal  for  obtain- 
ing a  conviction. 

Me.  HARRINGTON :  Why  did  you 
not  change  the  venue  ? 

Mn.  TREVELYAN  :  That  would 
have  been  improper  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  fa- 
TonritiBm.  The  Government  made  full 
use  of  all  the  documents  placed  in  their 
haada  on  the  previous  occasion.  The 
Crown  £lolioito^who  is  the  only  person 
eonoemed  whose  salary  we  are  now  con- 
sidering— was  not  to  be  blamed.  The 
Qoremment  are  still  considering  the 
mattn^ they  are  obtaining  information 
and  explanations.  If  th^y  are  satis- 
faotoiy,  the  case  will  stand  as  at  present ; 
if  they  are  not,  the  Attorney  Qoneral  for 
Ireland  will  adopt  the  best  means  for 
bringing  about  a  prosecution.  Until  he 
has  the  full  case  before  him,  it  is  im- 
possible to'say  what  may  be  done. 

Sib  HERBERT  MAXWELL  said, 
he  rose  to  move  that  the  Chairman  do 
report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again.  He  should  be  very  much  sur- 
prised indeed  if  the  Scotch  Members 
were  satisfied  with  the  attempt  the  Prime 
Minister  had  made  to  release  himself 
from  the  engagement  he  had  deliberately 
entered  into  in  the  hearing  of  every 
Member  of  tiie  House  with  reference  to 
the  Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland) 
Bill.  What  reason  had  the  right  hon. 
Gtonileman  given  for  it?  Why,  that 
the  Government  had  not  obtained  any 
money.   Why  had  the^  not  obtained 


money  f  Beeanse  of  their  determined 
defence  of  a  position  for  three  hours— 
their  defence  of  a  position  which,  in  the 
end,  they  had  abandoned — surrendered 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  behind  them. 
The  Scotch  Members  were  not  respon- 
sible for  that.  He  believed  the  Scotch 
Members  would  join  with  him  in  re- 
fusing to  have  their  Business  postponed 
to  such  a  late  hour.  The  Burgh  Police 
and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill  was  a  con- 
siderable Bill,  consisting  of  529  clauses. 
It  was  opposed,  and  could  not  be  taken 
after  half-past  12— that  was  to  say,  in 
another  20  minutes  it  could  not  come  on. 
It  woe  opposed,  not  by  Members  repre- 
senting Scotch  constituencies,  but  by 
an  hon.  Member  representing  an  English 
borough. 

The  OHAIRMAX  :  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  discuss  the  pmition  of  the  Bill 
on  the  Question  that  I  report  Progress. 

Sib  HERBERT MAXVVELL  :  I  want 
to  point  out  that  the  Bill,  being  blocked, 
cannot  be  brought  on  after  haU-past  13. 
I  move  to  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  JEV^gress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Sir  Ser- 
hert  Murwell.) 

Me.  GLADSTONE  :  I  think  the 
speech  we  have  just  heard  might  rery 
well  have  been  spared,  coming  from  a 
Scotch  Member  who  desires  to  save  time, 
and  to  prevent  this  Bill,  being  blocked. 
I  will  not  r^ty  to  his  kind  oompliment 
to  me,  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  escape 
from  my  engagement.  I  think  there  are 
very  few  in  this  House  who  will  agree 
with  him  in  that  charge.  I  do  not  tmnk 
I  am  capable  of  endeavooring  to  escape 
from  an  engagement. 

SiE  HERBERT  MAXWELL  :  The 
right  hon.  Gen— [CWm  of  "  Order!  "] 

Mk.  GLADSTONE  :  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet has  had  his  say.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir 
John  Hay)  kindly  and  courteously  ad- 
mitted the  force  of  what  I  said ;  and 
I  have  actually  suggested  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  that  it  was  time  for  us 
to  say  we  might  now  report  Progress 
and  bring  on  the  Bill.  I  shall  say  no 
more.   Progress  will  be  reported. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Committee  report  FtogreMj  to  sit 
again  T^-nfrow. 
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BETZmrB,  ftO.  (UCEKO%  &0.) 
Cemiifrti  in  Cominittas. 

(In  the  Committe*.) 

1.  S«toh*4,  TtuA  it  it  expedient  to  MithoriM 
the  impontion  of  an  Ezciie  Daty  <rf  fiTe  diil- 
lings  and  three  penoe  for  ib»  mm  of  Tobacco 
in  Uailwajr  Camagea. 

2.  Suohtd,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  aathoriae 
the  Commiaaionen  of  Her  Majeaty'a  Traaaury 
to  dixert  to  be  written  off,  the  cfadm  of  the  Ex- 
oheqner  for  any  aom  doe  in  account  from  the 
Poat  Office,  in  respect  of  the  excess  of  the  ex- 
penses of  granting  and  maoagiog  QovemmeDt 
Annuities  over  and  above  the  feea  received. 

Besolndoni  to  be  x^orted  Ib-momw. 

BURGH  POLICE  AND  HEALTH  (SCOT. 

LAND]  {u-«mmiUtd)  BILL.— [Bill  296.] 
{Th»  Lord  AdvoMte,  Mr.  Sotin'tor  QmmdL  foe 
Scotland.) 

ooMMirm. 

Order  for  Oommittee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

Hb.  M'LABEN  said,  that  though  he 
had  given  Notice  of  opposition  to  thia 
stage,  he  had  no  desire  to  oppose  it  in 
any  disagreeable  spirit,  as  he  understood 
it  wa«  the  wish  of  the  mi^ori^  of  the 
Scotch  Members  that  the  Bill  should  be 
proceeded  with  as  &r  as  jHMsible  at  that 
late  period  of  tiie  Sesraon.  But  he 
thought  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  very  great  im|)ortance 
of  this  measure,  as  well  as  to  its  enor- 
mous length.  It  was  a  Bill  of  over  fiUO 
clauses,  which  dealt  in  the  most  drastic 
and  severe  fashion  with  every  phase  of 
life  in  urban  districts  in  Scotland ;  aad 
such  a  Bill  seemed  to  him  to  deserve  a 
greater  degree  of  attention  in  that  House 
than  it  had  received  or  was  likely  to  re- 
ceive. It  interfered  with  the  liberty  of 
every  citizen  in  Scotland  in  his  domestic 
and  public  relations;  and  it  was  singular 
that  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  had  not 
taken  place  in  any  public  shape.  Hon. 
Members  who  had  received  the  Beport 
of  the  Select  Oommittee  to  which  the 
Bill  was  committed  would  observe  that 
the  first  Division  in  Oommittee  was  on 
the  question  whether  reporters  should 
be  admitted,  and  he  was  surprised  to  see 
that  the  Oommittee  decided  to  deal  with 
the  Bill  with  closed  doors.  He  believed 
it  was  a  fact  that  daring  all  these  days 
the  Bill  had  been  under  discussion,  not 
one  nngle  day's  proceedings  had  been 


reported  in  any  of  the  Sootdi  newspspms. 
The  Oommittee  was  so  appointed  as  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  Chaud  Comioit* 
tee.  Well,  ^e  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Oraunittees  were  repoiled,  their  bnd- 
ness  bong  oondacted  with  open  doors; 
but  not  so  in  the  case  of  tUs  BOl.  In 
1882,  a  large  number  of  Private  Bills 
were  introduced  by  the  anth^nities  of 
Eaglish  and  Scotch  boroaghs,  going 
over  much  the  same  ground  as  the  pre- 
sent Bill ;  and,  thanks  to  the  energy  o( 
the  hon.  aud  loured  Member  for  Stock- 
port (Mr.  Hopwood),  those  Private  Bills 
were  referred  to  a  Select  (Tommittee, 
presided  over  by  the  right  hon.  Qeotle- 
man  the  Member  for  North  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Sclater-Booth).  As  a  Member  of 
that  (Committee,  he  (Mr.  McLaren)  vss 
bound  to  say  that  the  attention  given  to 
those  Bills,  of  far  less  relative  import- 
ance than  the  present  measure,  was  far 
greater  than  the  attention  given  to  this 
Bill.  He  did  not  wish  to  disparage  Uie 
Select  (Committee  on  the  Police  BiU;  but 
the  Police  and  Sanitary  Oommittee  of 
IH82  took  evidence  in  regard  to  As 
clauses  which  were  now  to  be  paswd 
without  the  sUghtest  diaoussion  m  this 
meahuxe.  The  Local  Oovamment  Board 
had  supplied  memoranda  with  r^rd  to 
all  puts  of  the  Bills.  OentlemsD  at- 
tended from  the  Local  Govemmeot 
Board,  and  gave  their  opinion  as  to  die 
effect  of  these  clauses.  They  croea -exa- 
mined these  gentlemen  with  considerable 
minuteness,  and  also  numerous  Medical 
Officers,  Officers  of  Health,  Aldermen, 
Town  C!ouncillors,  and  all  who  came  up 
in  support  of  the  Bills,  the  result  being 
that  a  vast  number  of  clauses  were 
struck  out  which  now  appeared  in  this 
larger  measure.  He  admitted  there  was 
a  difference  between  the  Bills  of  1882 
and  the  present  measure.  The  Bills  in 
1882  were  Private  Bills,  and  the  Com- 
mittee had  proceeded  on  liie  principle 
that  it  was  not  right  to  discuss  in  Private 
Bills  matters  affecting  popular  liberty, 
and  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  hj 
the  Whole  House.  He  admitted  this 
was  a  Public  Bill,  and  that  it  was  per- 
fectly right  to  deal  with  all  these  ques- 
tions in  it ;  but  he  did  appeal  to  EngUih 
as  well  as  to  Scotch  Members — was  it 
possible  for  a  Bill  of  600  clauses,  at  that 
period  of  the  Session,  to  meet  with  the 
attention  it  deserved  ?  He  did  not  wish 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in  de- 
bating me  olauHB  of  th9  Bill,  therefor^ 
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he  would  say  nothing  whaterer  about 
them.  When  the  Spe&er  left  the  Chair 
— •«B  he  would  sfaortLy— he  ahould  not 
hesitate  to  press  the  Amendments  of 
which  he  had  giren  Notice;  and  he 
trusted  his  hon.  Friends  and  other  Scotch 
Members  ^rho  had  given  Notice  of 
Amendments  would  do  the  same.  He 
felt  sure  that  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Lord  Advocate  would,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
be  disposed  to  make  such  concessions 
as  he  could  in  these  particular  clauses. 
If  that  were  not  done,  he  (Mr.  M'Laren) 
was  confident  in  the  wisdom  of  "an- 
other place,"  and  he  had  rery  little 
doubt  that  the  Bill  would  reoeive  very 
severe  treatment  if  ever  it  left  the  dora 
of  this  House.  He  should  not  press 
the  Amendment  of  which  he  had  given 
Notice. 

Un.  HOFWOOD  said,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opponte  (Sir  Herbert  Maxwell) 
seemed  to  tibiink  that  he  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
owed  an  apology  to  the  House  for  inter- 
fering in  this  matter,  because  he  was  an 
English  Member  who  had  undertaken  to 
callattention  to  this  Bill,  which  proposed 
to  deal  with  Scotland  alone.  But  he 
supposed  the  hon..  Member  had  no  ob- 
jection to  Englishmen  travelling  in  or 
residing  in  Scotland ;  and  it  did  seem 
necessary  that  English  Members  of  Par- 
liament should  take  under  their  care  the 
laws  which  greeted  them  when  they  ar- 
rived in  Scotland.  Nobody  disputed  the 
fact  that  Scotch  Members  had  a  perfect 
right  to  interfere  in,  and  to  endeavour 
to  improve,  English  legislation.  With 
this  short  apology,  he  would  just  say  a 
word  or  two  on  the  action  he  had  ven- 
tured to  take  in  this  matter.  His  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  deem^bed  what  was  done  by 
a  former  Oommittee.  His  hon.  ana 
learned  Fziend  had  rendered  excellent 
sfinrioe  on  that  Cknnmittee,  and  so  also 
did  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) ; 
and  the  same  Gentlemen,  with  other 
Members  of  the  House,  rendered  great 
service  in  going  through  a  number  of 
Bills.  They  had  spent  30  days  in  going 
through  those  Bills  relating  to  En^and. 
The  Sootoh  Members  who  sat  on  the 
Committee  upon  the  Scotch  Bills  devoted 
a  number  of  days  to  the  work,  no  doubt ; 
but  they  had  not  sought  to  bring  the 
measure  into  harmony  with  English  law, 
whioh  wvi  what  he  wanted  to  see  done, 


as  mnoh  as  possible,  in  these  nutters, 
and  the  result  was  that  there  would  be 
different  laws  for  iho  two  eonntries. 
He  quite  admitted  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  that  House  to  effect  this  in  Oom- 
mittee ;  but  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
make  some  |>rote8t  u|K>n  the  subj  ect ;  and 
he  thought  it  was  right  that  he  should 
do  so,  because,  with  all  respect  for  the 
hon.  Members  who  supported  this  mea- 
sure, there  was  in  Scotland  a  notion 
among  the  higher  orders  of  men  —  the 
bailUes,  magistrates.  Commissioners,  and 
such  like — that  arbitrary  powers  were 
to  be  placed  in  their  hands  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  polioe  to  guide  and  govern 
everybody  in.  minute  relations  of  life. 
He  would  avoid  ^oing   into  details 
generally  ;  but  he  wished  in  several  re- 
spects to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  condition  of  things.  Most 
of  the  provisionB  oi  this  measure  were, 
he  believed,  founded  upon  the  various 
Improvement   Bills   which  had  been 
paraed  into  law  for  various  burghs  in 
Scotland,  and  some  of  these  Improve- 
ment Bills  had  been  of  the  most  arbi- 
trary deBoription.    He  was  aware  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  considerably 
modified  some  of  these  provisions — pro- 
visions of  such  a  character  that  they 
strongly  attracted  attention  in  the  case 
of  several  Scoteh  towns,  and  provisions 
which  were  far  more  arbitrary  than 
those  sought  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Mnnicipal  Authorities  of  English  towns. 
It  was  this  which  brought  about  that 
reference  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
which  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fow- 
ler) did  such   excellent   service.  A 
short  review  of  what  was  intended 
to  be  done  by  some  of  these  provisions 
would  certainly  prove  interwting.  There 
were  polioe  re^^ulations  as  to  light- 
ing and  oleansmg  on  the  stunnses 
of  "oommon  dweUinga,"  and  so  on. 
That  was  a  specimen  of  the  minuteness 
with  which  they  oondesoended  to  suoh 
small  matters  in  Scotland— nothing  was 
to  be  done  without  the  police,  and  the 
public  authority  insisted  on  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  details  of  the  private  rela- 
tions of  people  under  the  terror  of  penal- 
ties. Then  there  were  orders  for  licens- 
ing porters  and  news-vendors.  There 
was  no  suoh  thing  as  free  trade — every- 
body was  to  be  dependent  on  the  good- 
will of  a  couple  of  magistrates,  as  would 
be  found  on  reference  to  Clause  360. 
That  waa  the  sort  of  thing  tiiat  iras  to 
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find  its  way  into  an  Aot  for  the  wktde  of 
BootH&iid.  It  was  thought  neoeuary  to 
proride  power  to  break  into  a  house  in 
case  of  fire — that  was  how  thejr  legislated 
for  Scotland — ^though  he  should  have 
thought  that  the  tsij  necessity  of  the 
matter  proTided  law  and  excuse  enough. 
Then  he  absolntelj  found  that  if  a  swim- 
mer passed  oertain  boundary  posts,  when 
he  came  back  he  would  find  hiuuelf  in 
the  hands  of  the  police,  and  would  be 
fined  40*.!  That  was  the  sort  of  thing 
which  ran  through  the  Bill  throughout. 
He  should  abstain  from  going  into  de- 
tails, though  they  would  make  his  caae 
very  much  stronger.  There  were  a  series 
of  bye-laws  for  oontrolliug  old  clothes 
dealers,  and  he  protested  against  any 
burgh  betDg  allowed  to  frame  such  a 
series  of  bye-laws,  even  though  the 
high  sanction  of  the  Sheriff  was  required 
to  oe  given  to  them  before  they  were  to 
hare  the  force  of  law.  He  found  that 
the  only  check  upon  all  this  was  that  it 
was  to  be  not  repugnant  to  the  law  of 
Scotland.  But  he  supposed  tiiat  every 
fresh  enactment  was  in  a  sense  repug- 
nant to  the  existing  law,  because  it  was 
a  new  hiw ;  and  if  these  burghs  were  to 
be  permitted  to  control  all  these  Tarions 
matters,  and  others  which  he  did  not 
specify,  because  other  Monbers  might 
call  attention  to  them  bye  and  bye,  the 
Bitnation  would  be  intolerable.  Then 
there  was  authority  to  repeal,  to  alter, 
and  to  re-enact  these  bye-laws,  so  t^at 
there  might  be  a  perpetually  shifting 
body  of  law.  It  was  true  that  most  of 
these  provisioDS  had  reference  to  humble 
trades  and  occupations,  where,  perhaps, 
the  poverty  of  the  people,  or  their  low- 
ness  in  the  social  scale,  might  render 
them  powerless  to  o^'ect ;  and  he  protested 
on  behalf  of  poor  Scotchmen,  just  as  he 
would  on  behalf  of  poor  Englishmen, 
against  their  being  made  subject  to 
shifting  bye-laws  and  to  various  penal- 
ties to  be  altered  at  the  will  of  the 
Oommissionere  when  8ancti<med  by  the 
Sheriff.  Then  he  came  to  the  sanitary 
provisions,  and  he  would  commend  them 
to  the  attention  of  anyhon.  Member  as 
a  perfect  ouriosi^.  He  bdieved  these 
sanitary  provisions  were  not  considered 
stiff  enough  for  one  or  two  towns  whioh 
already  had  more  severe  ones  of  their 
own;  but  they  presented  a  remarkable 
curiosity  in  legislation,  as  anyone  might 
see,  by  looking  at  the  ckuses  foUow- 
XBg  the  SSlst.    He  did  not  intend  to 
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go  throngh  them  in  snooeeeion;  bnt 
e  thought  he  might  pronounce  them 
to  be  ezo^ediiigly  arbitrary.  He  found 
that,  having  named  certain  infeotioos 
diseasw,  for  the  notification  of  whioh 
provision  was  made,  there  waa  power 
given  to  the  Commisnoners,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Supervisi<m— 
which  was  something  like  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  in  this  country — to  add 
any  other  infectious  disease  to  the  num- 
ber of  those  specifically  mentioned. 
Then  there  were  powers  to  remove  per- 
sons, to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases ;  and  all  that  had  to  be  done  was 
to  get  a  certificate,  signed  by  a  medical 
officer,  for  the  removal  from  a  house  of 
all  the  residents  therein  who  were  not 
suffering  from  the  disease.  The  whole 
thing  depended  upon  the  discretion  of  a 
medical  officer.  He  would  ask  hon. 
Members  how  they  would  like  to  inflict 
such  a  law  upon  their  own  friends  and 
families — to  apply  it  to  their  own 
houses  ?  Here  was  a  single  medical 
officer,  who  might  be  a  first  class  man, 
or  who  might,  on  the  other  hand,  be  a 
very  inferior  man ;  and,  at  all  events,  as 
a  rule,  he  would  be  a  man  who  had  his 
spurs  to  win,  for  the  hmt  medical  men 
were  not  likely  to  ti^  these  appoint- 
ments—and upon  the  certificate  of  that 
man  a  whole  family  might  be  removed 
at  his  will  and  pleasure.  Of  course,  it 
was  argued  that  this  sort  of  thing  could 
only  be  done  on  the  production  of  a 
certificate  signed  by  a  medical  officer; 
but,  on  the  production  of  such  a  certifi- 
cate, any  magistrate  might  make  the 
order.  Then  there  were  powers  as  to 
the  disinfection  of  premises,  and  so  on. 
Of  course,  all  these  provisions  were  per- 
fectly futile  and  useless  in  the  case  of 
persons  who  had  good  houses  of  their 
own,  and  who  might  be  as  daring  and 
as  reckless  as  they  pleased ;  but  those 
who  happened  to  be  rather  poor,  and 
who  had  not  a  house  to  themselves,  but 
dwelt  with  others,  could  not  call  their 
house  their  own,  or  be  free  from  the  Xa- 
spector  or  the  medical  officer,  who  mi^t 
luirass  them  in  any  way  he  pleaaed.  He 
would  give  another  specimen.  It  waa 
providM  that  no  one  must  deposit  in 
any  midden  anything  that  might  com- 
municate an;  infectious  disease.  He 
would  abstain  from  reading  the  clause^ 
for  decency  would  not  allow  it ;  but  it 
was  Clause  328.  Man^  of  the  powers 
giveo,  were  fooh  as  oould  be  mndi  better 
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carried  out,  not  bj  legialatiTe  enact- 
meut,  bnt  by  ooaxing,  and  by  moral 
authority ;  and  to  give  to  a  magistrate 
power  to  tear  away  from  a  family 
those  who  were  most  dear  to  it,  whe- 
ther living  or  dead,  and  all  at  the  will 
of  a  medical  oEQoer — these  were  things 
which  he  must  most  strongly  protest 
Bgtunst.  He  believed  that  the  sanitary 
regulation  of  the  burghs  of.  Scotland 
could  be  much  better  provided  for  with- 
<mt  all  these  terrors  and  pen^tiea,  or  the 

Elaeing  of  snch  extensive  powers  in  the 
anda  of  the  police.  One  of  these  sani- 
tary regulations  he  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to  for  a  moment.  It  provided 
that  any  person  who  took  in  washing, 
and  whose  house  contained  anyone  sap- 
poeed  to  be  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease,  was  liaUe  to  a  penalty  for  al- 
lowing the  linen  to  go  back  from  her 
house.  That  affected  the  poor  laundress; 
and  here  he  wished  to  point  out  how 
little  the  other  side  of  the  case  was 
thought  of,  for  he  did  not  find  any  pro- 
hibition againet  those  who  employed  the 
laundress.  A  man  who  had  a  house  of 
his  own,  and  who  was  rich  enough  to 
order  the  linen  to  be  aeot  out,  might 
have  a  child  laid  up  with  measles  or 
Boarlet  fever,  and  might  recklessly  send 
the  whole  of  the  linen  used  by  that  child 
to  the  laundress,  and  infect  her  family 
with  the  disease ;  but  if  the  laundress 
did  it  she  was  liable  to  a  pmalty. 
That  was  Olause  230.  What  he  com- 
plained of  was  that  nothing  was  left  to 
personal  prudence.  Then  he  came  to  the 
(rfEbnces,  beginning  [at  Olause  392,  and 
th^  realhr  formed  a  ouriosity  of  legal 
study.  He  could  hear  an  hon.  Friend 
rather  boasting,  as  if  these  were  patterns 
to  be  followed ;  but  he  could  only  say 
that  if  Buch  enactments  were  to  be  ap- 
plied to  England,  he  hoped  that  all  the 
old  women  of  the  streets  would  stand  up 
in  revolution  against  them.  He  would 
mention  one  provision  as  a  matter  of 
curiosity.  If  anyone  used  in  any  way 
whatever  any  sham  bank  note,  whether 
it  was  done  in  sport  or  not,  he  would  be 
liable  to  be  charged  as  for  aa  offence  in 
Scotland.  Then,  in  the  street  regula- 
tions, great  care  was  taken  in  pointing 
out  on  which  side  of  the  street — whether 
on  the  right  or  the  left — a  man  should 
be  permitted  to  drive  a  cart ;  and,  by 
BuSsection  9  of  Olause  393,  a  penalty 
Tas  provided  for  the  man  who  was 
driving  a  oart  slowly,  and  who  would  not 


got  out  of  the  way  quickly  enough  for 
a  swift  carriage,  perhaps  driven  by  some 
imperious  fellow.  It  was  also  provided 
thatprostitntesand  street-walkers  shoiild 
be  liable  to  penalties,  if  they  loitered  about 
or  importuned  passengers;  and  that  any- 
body who  habitually  or  persistently  im- 
portuned or  solicited  women  or  children 
should  be  liable  to  penalties.  This  was 
the  first  time  that  such  a  provision  had 
ever  been  put  into  a  BiU;  and  it  did 
seem  to  be  carrying  the  law  to  a  point 
that  had  never  been  reached  before. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  ratiier  glad  to 
see  that  men  who  habitually  or  per- 
sistently importuned  were  to  be  put  on 
a  more  equal  footing  with  the  other  sex 
for  breaking  the  laws  of  morality.  He 
did  not  see  why  the  law  should  not 
be  a  little  levelled  down,  to  put  men 
and  women  more  on  an  equality  in 
this  matter.  Then  he  found  it  was 
an  offence  to  place  a  flower  pot  in 
an  upper  window  without  a  sufficient 
guard  to  it  to  prevent  accidents,  or  for 
anyone  to  throw  from  a  roof  any  slate 
or  brick.  Surely,  these  things  might 
be  left  to  the  natural  protection  afforded 
by  the  fact  that  the  man  who  did  this 
sort  of  thing  was  liable  to  damages  for 
any  accident  that  might  happen,  and 
that  fact  generally  induced  people  to  act 
with  snmcient  caution.  If  an  injury 
was  caused,  then  let  the  conduct  of  the 
offending  person  be  an  offence.  He  did 
not  wish  to  waste  the  time  of  the  House, 
and  he  thought  he  had  justified,  to  some 
extend  what  he  undertook  to  do.  He 
found  it  was  provided  that  no  one  nnd« 
the  age  of  14  years  should  drive  any- 
thing, or  be  in  obaige  of  any  vehicle, 
or,  he  supposed,  should  even  hold  a 
horse  for  a  horseman.  Then  he  turned 
to  disorderly  houses.  He  did  not  wish 
to  dwell  on  that  subject ;  but  he  main- 
tained that  the  whole  policy  pursued  in 
that  matter  was  to  put  things  into  the 
hands  of  the  police,  and  everybody  knew 
the  diffioulfy  and  danger  that  ensued 
from  that.  When  the  police  were  em- 
ployed for  these  matters  very  great 
risks  were  run.  The  proper  business  of 
the  police  was  to  preserve  order  and  to 
detect  crime ;  and  when  they  were  pro- 
vided with  inducements  to  watch  these 
houses  and  control  them  they  be- 
came a  source  of  manifest  danger  to  the 
country,  for,  possessing  the  power  of 
laying  informationsi  or  informing  their 
•aperuns  of  die  Kdstenoe  of  these  places, 
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it  was  not  to  be  expeoted  that  m»L  vho 
were  being  paid  25«.  a-week  woxild  be 
able  to  resist  the  temptations  whiofa  the 
keepers  of  disorderly  houses  would  be 
sure  to  place  in  their  way.  It  was  very 
possible  that  any  policeman  might,  under 
such  oiioumstances,  be  corrupted ;  and 
when  a  policeman  was  oormpted  it  was 
easy  to  imagine  what  would  be  the 
result.  The  oonsequenoe  of  too  great 
sererity  in  the  laws  was  well  enough 
known.  Where  a  policeman  had  power 
to  briog  a  man  before  the  magistrates 
for  an  offence,  the  first  penal^  f»r 
whioh  was  £20,  with  aoonmnlating  praal- 
ties  for  eTeir  subsequent  offence,  the 
natural  result  was  to  make  Hieir  cities 
whited  Bepulcfares,  looking  well  enough 
outnde,  out  no  one  knowing  what 
abominations  were  going  on  inside,  or, 
possibly,  just  outside  their  boundaries, 
where  all  the  immorality  might  be  con- 
gregated together.    Then  there  was  the 

Question  of  the  suppression  of  Tagrants. 
t  was  very  desirable  to  suppress  y^rants ; 
but  it  might  be  done  too  cruelly,  with 
too  great  sereritT — and  he  believed  that 
many  people  who  read  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  from  Clause  423  onwards, 
woiild  look  upon  them  as  exceeding  the 
real  requirements  of  the  case.  He  did 
sot  think  he  had  wasted  the  time  of  the 
House;  but  he  could  not  pursue  this 
particular  point  any  farther.  He  came 
now  to  brokers  and  pawnbrokers,  and 
he  found  tiiat  they  were  treated  with 
uuoonunon  severity.'  He  found  that  it 
was  not  possible  for  a  broker  to  carry  on 
his  trade  without  having  his  books,  and 
Aa  nature  of  his  entries  therein,  pre- 
scribed for  him.  Such  provisions  did 
not  repress  the  dishonest  man,  who 
would  have  his  books  in  order  with 
sham  entries ;  but  the  honest  trader 
was  harassed  in  every  way  in  carry- 
ing on  his  business.  He  had  now 
done  all  that  he  could  in  pointing  out 
these  matters,  though  he  felt  that  he 
could,  perhaps,  interest  the  House  by 
continuing  the  catalogue.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men who  were  enamoured  of  this  des- 
potic kind  of  l^slatiou  did  not  like  to 
hear  a]l  these  things ;  and,  no  doubt,  it 
would  be  much  easier  and  more  com- 
fortable to  pass  the  Bill  and  go  home  to 
bed  than  to  stop  there  to  diicass  it. 
But  here  were  600  clauses  to  be  passed 
in  this  way  l<nig  after  midn^ht,  uid  he 
.Buggested  that  this  was  not  the  way  in 
which  legislation  should  be  carried  on. 


He  did  not  undervalue  the  services  of 
those  of  his  hon.  Friends  who  sat  on  the 
Oommittee,  and  his  personal  ini^ination 
to  gratify  them  would  incline  him  at 
once  to  withdraw  from  any  further  op- 
position, but  for  the  fact  that  dnty  was 
a  matter  far  beyond  any  personal  grati- 
fication of  that  kind.  However,  he  felt 
that  the  House  had  now  g^ven  him  a 
sufficient  hearing,  and  he  oould  assure 
hon.  Gentlemen  that  his  statement  of 
the  case  had  much  Buffered  from  his 
anxious  desire  to  bring  hia  remarks 
within  as  small  a  compass  as  possible. 
He  begged  to  more  that  the  House  do 
go  into  Committee  <»i  the  Bill  on  that 
day  three  months. 

Mb.  WABTON,  in  seconding  the 
Amendment,  desired  to  say  that  while 
he  had  every  disposition  to  believe  in 
the  good  sense  of  Scotland,  he  could  see 
very  little  common  sense  in  this  Bill, 
which  was  one  of  a  most  extraordinary 
nature,  abounding  in  petty  tyrannies, 
and  containing  so  many  absurdities  and 
tomfooleries  that  he  thought  the  good 
sense  of  those  8ootchm«i  who  approved 
of  it  had  utterly  vanished.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  had  not  at  all  exaggerated 
the  absurdities  of  the  Bill,  fxi  this 
country  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
check  the  almost  insane  tendency  of 
little  petty  persons  dressed  in  a  little 
brief  authority  to  make  tyrannical  laws 
in  the  most  Puritanical  ^irit.  If  there 
had  been  collected  ell  the  most  ridioa- 
louB  specimens  of  regulationB  that  cotdd 
be  found,  and  they  luul  ^  been  eonoen* 
trated  into  one  single  focus  of  absurdity, 
there  could  not  have  been  made  a  worse 
Bill  than  this.  He  saw  sitting  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  opposite  the  parent  of 
the  phrase  "  grandmotherly  l^;i8la- 
tion;  andhe  must  say  that  he  hoped  tiie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do  some- 
thing to  rescue  his  Colleagues  from  the 
shame  that  would  be  cast  upon  them  if 
this  BiU  were  allowed  to  pass.  If  such 
a  Bill  were  to  pass  at  all,  it  should  have 
been  brought  m  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  Session,  when  it  could  have  been 
properly  discussed  and  amended.  At 
5  o'clock  that  morning  the  Govern- 
ment gave  way  in  the  case  of  anoth« 
measure,  because  tiie  Irish  Members 
had  the  sense  to  see  that  the  BiU  was 
absurd ;  but  Scotland,  it  seemed,  was  to 
be  treated  differently,  and  a  Bill  was  to 
be  passed  to  probimt  children  under  10 
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years  of  age  from  selling  newspapers  in 
the  streets.   Some  of  the  extraordiaary 
proTieions  of  the  Bill  dealt  with  swine, 
and  the  places  in  which  they  were  to  be 
kepi.    It  almost  seemed  to  give  colour 
to  the  Tiew  that  their  Scotch  fellow- 
citizens  were  descendants  of  the  lost 
tribes,  for  they  seemed  to  have  the 
Jewish  antipathy  to  swine.   Then  the 
cnrfew  was  actually  to  be  re-establi^ed. 
The  old  Saxons,  who  did  not  like  to  be 
played  with,  almost  thought  that  the 
most  cmal  and  bitter  thing  which  their 
conquerors  did  was  to  extinguish  their 
fires  at  8  o'clock ;  but  the  curfew  was 
actually  to  be  re-established  in  the  1 9th 
century  in  ciTilized  Scotland,  or  semi-oin- 
liaed  Scotland,  as  it  ought  now  to  becalled. 
Times  were  to  be  fixed  for  lighting  and 
exthigmshing  the  lights  in  common- 
stairs,  passages,  and  prirate  coverts,  and 
the  order  was  to  be  fixed  in  which  the 
oconpiers  of  flats  were  to  be  responsible 
for  extinguishing  the  lights,    llie  Nor- 
man Conqueror  cruelly  fixed  a  time  for 
putting  out  the  lights ;  but  these  modem 
people  not  only  said  when  the  lights 
were  to  go  out,  but  how  it  was  to  be 
done,  and  fixed  the  order  of  rotation. 
Then  there  were  regulations  as  to  when 
the  stairs  were  to  be  swept.    The  people 
must  not  sweep  their  stairs  when  they 
liked— it  was  to  be  a  mattor  of  reguta- 
tion  and  law.    Then  there  were  regula- 
tions as  to  the  numerous  receptacles  for 
ereiy  kind  of  ^tb,  mentioned  with  ela- 
bmration  and  scant  decency,  in  the  Bill. 
Without  entering  into  anything  tincom- 
monly  nasty— though  th»  Bill  was  fall 
of  snch  material — he  might  mention  that 
one  bye-law  forbade  foul  water  from  per- 
colating from  one  house  or  building  to 
another;  and  then  there  were  to  be 
depots  established — a  grand  word  for 
receptacles  for  bones,  carrion,  and  rags. 
These  ridiculous  and  paltry  little  matters 
were  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  fine  of  10«. 
for  every  day  the  offence  was  committed. 
It  was  difficult  to  express  one's  opinion 
of  this  without  indignation.    Then  they 
were  weak  enough  to  think  that  they  could 
make  everyone  moral  by  petty  restric- 
tions; bat  the  days  of  Puritanism  had 
gone  by.    It  might  be  a  sad  thing 
that  women  shoula  traverse  the  streets ; 
bnt  this  wretched  piece  of  legislation 
derareed  that  they  must  move  at  a  certain 
regolated  pace,  acoozding  to  the  bye- 
laws.   The  poor  wretch  most  not  loiter. 
Again,  the  boy  who  threir  a  inowball, 
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which  was  an  act  contrary  to  the  bye- 
laws— what  Member  of  that  House  had 
not  thrown  a  snowball  ?— was  liable  to 
severe  punishment,  and,  worse  than  that, 
the  poor  boy  who  flew  a  kite  was  also 
liable  to  be  punished.  Wherever  this 
Act  was  not  extremely  tyrannical  it  was 
supremely  ridiculous.  Here  was  another 
instance.  If  they  were  building  a  house 
and  were  having  any  lime  ground  up 
with  the  plaster,  and  the  wind  blew  it 
about,  that  was  another  crime,  because 
they  ought  to  hare  put  down  wator  to 
prevent  its  b^ng  blown  about.  And 
then  there  was  a  moral  injunction  against 
shaking  and  beating  any  carpets  or  mgs, 
beeanse  it  was  contiwry  to  the  bye-laws. 
If  one  happened  to  crash  up  against  a 

{lerson  in  the  streets  of  a  town  in  Soot- 
and,  that  was  a  crime ;  and  if  a  person 
stood  on  the  sill  of  a  window  for  the 
purpose  of  cleaning  the  panes,  even  if 
the  sill  were  only  two  feet  from  the 
ground,  he  was  to  be  punished.  Then 
there  was  another  provision  about  pieces 
of  orange  peel  being  thrown  upon  the 
pavements,  which  was  also  an  offence 
under  this  Act.  Hon.  Members  must 
know  that  a  great  number  of  offences 
set  forth  in  the  Bill  were  punishable  at 
Gammon  Law;  but  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  framers  of  this  Bill ;  they 
must  deal  with  acts  of  juvenility  in  the 
way  he  had  described.  In  Clause  334 
they  found  an  extraordinary  provision, 
which  he  did  not  think  would  be  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament.  In  that  clause 
they  were  told  that  no  public  procession 
should  take  place  without  the  consent 
of  the  magistrates.  He  rather  com- 
mended that  clause  to  the  consideration 
of  Liberal  Members  who  might  want  to 
get  up  demonstrations;  and  he  would 
ask  them  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  a 
violation  of  the  freedom  of  the  subject  ? 
Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  the  right  of  all 
persons  to  walk  in  an  orderly  way 
through  the  streets  in  procession  ?  As 
a  Tory,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  liberty 
of  the  subject ;  but  he  found  that 
tyranny  was  always  inflicted  by  the 
Liberals.  He  asked  them  whether  it 
was  really  intonded  that  no  public  pro- 
cession, not  even  that  of  a  Sunday  School 
with  its  teachers,  should  be  idlowed  to 
walk  along  the  streets,  however  smalt 
the  procession,  five,  six,  or  seven,  as  the 
case  might  be,  without  the  consent  of 
the  nu^istratM?  It  the  Bill  were  a 
■enable  one,  he  ahonld  hare  no  objeo- 
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tion  to  ii«  'bein^  read  a  seoond  time; 
but,  ondorTdie  drcnmstanoes,  lie  ahonld 
feel  it  hiB  dn^  to  Bopport  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stock- 
port ;  and  unless  Scotoh  Members  wished 
to  ooTer^  themselrea  with  ridicule  he 
thought  they  would  do  well  in  following 
his  example. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Tolears  oat  from  the  word  "That"  to  the 
end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  thia  HouM  will,  upon  thu  day  three  months, 
resolT*  itself  into  the  aaid  Oominittee,"  — 
{Mr.  Sopumd,) 

—instead  thereof. 

Qneition  proposed,  "That  the  words 
moposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Qaestion." 

Me.  WEBSTER  said,  without  at  all 
adopting  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  War- 
ton),  he  felt  bound  to  express  the  strong 
feeling  which  prevailed  in  Scotland,  that 
sufficient  time  and  opportunity  had  not 
been  allowed  for  the  full  consideration 
of  this  measure.  He  was  in  favour  of 
the  codification  of  the  law,  and  also,  in 
the  main,  in  favour  of  the  Bill  itself. 
He  had  been  a  Member  of  the  Commit- 
tee, which  had  devoted  the  greatest  atten- 
tion to  this  Bill  in  discussing  the  clauses 
wriaUm  for  very  many  days;  but  he 
a>uld  inform  the  House  that  the  pre- 
vailing feeling  in  Scotland  was  one  of 
regret  with  regard  to  the  shortness  of 
time  at  their  disposal  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  measure.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  letter  from  the  Town  Clerk  of 
the  Town  Council  of  Aberdeen  which 
had  passed  a  Besolutiou  to  this  effect— 

"  That  the  Town  Council  are  of  opinion  that 
sufficient  time  has  not  heen  allowed  for  the  con- 
nderation  in  Scotland  of  this  Bill,  as  amended, 
and  they  iferongly  recommend  that  it  be  not 
passed  by  Fsrliament  daring  the  present  8es- 

The  Bill  was  of  enormons  length,  and  it 
embraced  the  whole  ficdd  of  the  duties 
and  functions  of  administration  in  btirghs 
with  regard  to  police,  public  health,  and 
the  details  of  sanitary  matters  generally. 
The  Bill  had,  no  doubt,  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  Select  Committee ;  but 
there  were  very  many  clauses  struck  out 
altogether,  and  many  materially  altered ; 
fuid  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  the  Town 
Council  of  Aberdeen,  at  least,  did  not 
consider  that  in  many  cases  any  improve- 
ment had  been  effected  thereby.  Thwe 
had  been,  besides,  many  clauses  added, 
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kdA  othw  large  changes  made,  and  the 
Bill,  OS  amendedt  was  formally  <»ddred 
by  ike  Honse  to  be  reprinted  so  recently 
as  the  18th  of  the  present  month;  and, 
therefore,  he  was  [>oimd  to  admit  that 
there  was  some  solid  ground  for  the  con- 
tention of  the  public  Bodies  that  they 
had  not  been  allowed  sufficient  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  a  measure  which  tra- 
velled over  so  wide  a  field,  and  whieh 
was  of  snob  immense  importance.  It 
must  be  considered  also  that  the  present 
Bill  overrode  and  superseded  the  exist- 
ing Police  Acts,  whioh  had  been  framed 
with  very  great  care,  and  which,  in 
many  of  their  clauses,  were,  perhaps, 
actually  better  than  the  corresponding 
clauses  in  this  Bill.  He  felt  bound  to 
say,  in  conolusian,  that  the  Iseling  pw- 
vuling  in  the  bnigh  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent  (Aberdeen)  ap* 
peared  to  him  to  be  very  greatly  ui 
favour  of  the  postponement  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  HERBERT  maxwell  said, 
that  in  the  remarks  which  he  made  at 
an  earlier  part  of  the  discussion  he  in- 
tended no  reference  whatever  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  with  regard  to  the  course  he 
had  token  in  this  matter.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  he  thought  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  was  fully  justified  in 
opposing  this  Bill.  It  was  not  reason- 
able to  ask  the  House  to  consider  a  Bill 
containing  529  clauses  on  the  80th  of 
July  at  1  o'clock  in  the  morning,  espe- 
cially when  they  remembered  toat  the 
House  was  still  sitting  at  6  o'clock  yes- 
terday morning.  He  rose,  however,  fm 
t}ie  purpose  (n  ofiFering  some  observa- 
tions on  the  course  adopted  by  the  htm. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stafford  (Ur. 
McLaren).  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  stated  that  he  would  not  persist 
in  his  objection  to  the  Bill ;  he  said  he 
was  not  reconciled  to  the  measure ;  but 
he  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied 
that  vie  Bill  would  be  effectively  and 
finally  dealt  with  in  "another  place." 
Now,  he  did  not  think  that  that  was  a 
course  either  creditable  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  ^Member  or  that  House.  They 
had  to  decide  with  regard  to  the  Bill 
upon  ito  merits ;  and  he  thought  it  likely 
that  when  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
went  into  the  country  he  would  hare 
somethii^p  to  say  more  or  less  compli- 
mentary of  the  other  House.  And  one 
of  his  o(nnplaintB  would  wobably  be 
^t  the  time  spent  by  hon.  Membon  in 
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the  House  of  Commons  in  the  consider- 
ation of  Bills  snoh  as  this  was  utterly 
lost  in  oonaeqnenoe  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  House  of  Peers.  He  thought  he 
had  replied  to  the  observations  -which 
fell  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
aa  to  whether  the  Bill  should  he  allowed 
to  go  into  Committee  or  not.  They  would 
probably  hear  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate  on  that 
qnesdon,  as  it  was  that  on  which  would 
pTobahly  depend  all  his  hopes  of  carrying 
tiie  Bill  through.  In  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  most  regretable,  if,  in  oonse- 
^nenoe  of  the  mode  in  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovemment  had  dealt  with  the 
time  at  their  disposal,  the  labours  of 
the  Select  Committee  should  be  entirely 
lost.  Had  Her  Majesty's  Government 
seen  fit  to  introdnce  this  Bill.at  a  reason- 
able period  of  the  Bessiou,  which  he 
thought  was  quite  within  their  power, 
it  woald  have  received  the  amount  of 
ommderation  given  it  by  the  Select 
Committee ;  and  there  would  have  been, 
besides,  ample  time  for  it  to  have  been 
discussed  and  fully  considered  in  that 
House.  Believing  that  the  Bill,  aa  a 
whole,  was  desirable,  if  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate persevered  in  his  determination  to 
carry  it  through  the  Committee  stage, 
he  ^ould  very  cordially  support  him. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  the  BUI  was 
of  a  very  detailed  character,  and  such  as 
only  men  of  great  experience  in  muni- 
cipal affairs  could  adequately  criticize  ; 
but  it  had  been  very  carefully  considered 
1^  the  Select  Committee.  It  had  issued 
from  them  within  the  last  two  weeks, 
and  the  earliest  day  on  which  his  con- 
stituents oould  have  got  a  copy  of  the 
amended  BiU  was  last  Wednesday  mom- 
iag.  Thejr  proceeded  immediately  they 
received  the  Bill  to  take  it  into  consider- 
ation, and  in  order  to  make  the  position 
plain  he  would  relate  to  the  House  what 
took  place  before  the  Bill  was  received. 
The  Bill  was  sent  to  a  Select  Committee  ; 
according  to  the  Bules  of  the  House 
that  Committee  sat  with  closed  doors ; 
but  it  was  moved  in  the  Committee  that 
the  public  should  be  admitted  in  order 
that  the  vanous  Amendments  proposed 
might  be  reported  and  the  progress  of 
the  Bill  known  ont-of-doors.  But  that 
Amendment  was  defeated,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  the  muoicipal  authorities 
in  Scotland  had  been  unable  to  follow 
the  ducDsaionB  which  had  taken  plao^ 
the  Amendments  made  in  tiie  0(nn- 
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miitee,  and  that  the  Bill  came  down  to 
the  House  jwactically  a  new  measure. 
He  would  put  it  to  the  Government,  in 
view  of  what  had  taken  place,  whether 
it  was  reasonable,  at  that  period  of  the 
Session — within,  as  they  hoped,  a  week 
of  the  Prorogation,  to  endeavour  to  urge 
through  the  House  a  Bill  of  these  enor- 
mous dimensions,  which,  on  account  of 
its  great  elaboration  of  detail,  could  not 
possibly  be  discussed  as  it  ought  t^  be. 
Not  only  did  the  Corporation  of  Edin- 
burgh strongly  disapprove  the  Bill 
being  hurried  through  Parliament  with- 
out adequate  discussion,  but  every  day 
that  the  Bill  was  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee he  received  numbers  of  letters 
asking  if  such  or  such  a  clause  was 
retained  in  the  Bill,  what  was  the  mean- 
ing of  this  alteration,  was  there  any 
possibility  of  havinff  the  Bill  restored 
its  original  form,  and  what  opportunity 
there  would  be  of  submitting  to  the  House 
the  Amendments  thought  necessary?  The 
BiU  had  been  very  carefully  considered 
in  the  Committee ;  but  in  the  ease  of 
an  enormous  measure  like  this,  when  a 
great  number  of  Amendments  were  sug- 
gested, it  was  almost  impossible,  with 
even  the  utmost  care,  to  avoid  inserting 
Amendments  in  one  part  that  were  con- 
tradictory of  other  portions,  and  to  avoid 
the  insertion  of  clauses  which  were  ab- 
solutely incongruous  with  others.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Lord  Advocate  must  be  aware  that  the 
BiU  was  full  of  errors  and  crmtradictioos, 
and  he  would  ask  him  what  line  he  pro- 
posed to  take  with  the  viow  of  amending 
those  defects  ?  Of  course,  he  did  nt^ 
consider  it  the  duty  of  a  private  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  attempt  to  cope 
with  the  matter;  and,  for  his  own  part, 
he  had  only  to  propose  one  or  two 
Amendments  on  behalf  of  his  consti- 
tuents. He  trusted  there  would  be  a  ge- 
neral exprcfisioo  of  opinion  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  and  he  was  certain  that 
the  opinion  of  all  the  large  burghs 
in  Scotiand  was  against  the  further 
progress  of  the  Bill  that  Seesion. 
Finally,  he  put  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment whether  it  was  fair,  at  that 
late  period  of  the  Session,  to  proceed  with 
a  Bill  of  such  enormous  detail,  and 
which  could  not  fail  to  put  in  endless 
confusion  the  whole  burgh  administra- 
tion of  the  country  ? 

Mb.  ANDi^tSON  said,  he  felt  bound 
to  suppwt  the  view  taken  by  the  hon. 
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Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Buchanan) 
with  regard  to  this  Bill.  Ever  since  Hie 
Bill  had  passed  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, he  had  been  receiving  the 
strongest  remonBtrances  &om  the  au- 
thorities in  Glasgow  against  its  being 
allowed  to  go  any  further  that  Session. 
They  complained  that  the  Sittings  of  the 
Select  Committee  were  hdd  tf>  aim$rd, 
and  that  thej  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  going  on,  and  that  they  knew 
nothiDg  of  the  form  of  the  Bill  until 
they  saw  the  reprint  of  it.  He  had  that 
morning  received  a  telegram  requesting 
him  to  replace  all  the  Amendments 
which  they  had  on  the  Paper,  many  of 
which  had  been  rejected.  They  com- 
plained that  the  Bill  had  been  made 
worse  rather  than  better  by  the  Amend* 
ments  which  had  been  introduced  into 
it.  He  had  also  received  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Knssell,  a  man  of  great  authority  in 
Glasgow  in  sanitary  matters,  who  had 
been  so  successful  in  stamping  out 
small-^x  there,  and  whose  opinion  was 
deserving  of  the  greatest  attention. 
That  gentleman  wrote  to  say  that  the 
Bill,  as  it  stood,  was  in  his  opinion  un- 
workable, and  that  he  would  not  like  to 
undertake  to  work  it  in  its  present  form ; 
and,  further,  that  it  would  upset  many 
private  local  Acts  which  had  been 
passed.  He  had  represented  the  matter 
to  the  Lord  Advocate,  who  had  given 
his  assurance  that  these  things  woidd  be 
put  right  in  one  way  or  another,  and  he 
(Mr.  Anderson)  had  agreed  to  stop  in 
his  opposition  to  the  Bill  going  forward. 
But  he  was  now  bound  to  say  that  if 
the  Bill  went  forward  he  should  be 
obliged  to  vote  against  it.  His  con- 
stituents in  one  point  considered  the 
Bill  a  very  dangerous  one,  and  that  was 
in  respect  of  the  clause  enabling  burghs 
to  amalgamate  ;  but  they  had  offered  to 
withdraw  their  opposition  to  that  clause 
if  tbe  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  would  agree  to  a  Boy  al  Com- 
mission to  deal  with  the  boundaries  of 
the  great  burghs  in  Scotland.  That  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
refused  to  do,  and  the  Bill  therefore 
found  DO  favour  in  Glasgow;  and  con- 
sequently he  was  satisfied  that  he  should 
be  doing  his  duty  to  his  constituents  in 
Toting  against  the  Bill  going  into  Com- 
mittee. 

Sm  JOHN  HAT  said,  he  should  re- 
gret it  aa  mnoh  as  anyone,  if  the  Bill 
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did  not  pass  into  law  ;  and  he  confessed 
that  he  should  be  astonished  if  the  Lord 
Advocate  were  to  drop  the  measure 
without  making  an  attempt  to  get  it  into 
Committee.  Such  a  course  would  be 
simply  trifling  with  the  people  of  Scot- 
land, 'who  were  most  anxious  about  the 
Bill,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  Bill 
for  creating  a  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
those  two  measures  were  of  far  more 
value  and  consequence  to  Scotland  than 
the  Bepresentation  of  the  People  Bill, 
because  they  knew  that  either  this  year 
or  next  the  frandiise  would  be  extended. 
He  was  in  a  position  to  know  what  was 
desired  in  the  matter  of  l^dation  in 
Scotland,  and  he  could  asanre  the  Krase 
that  the  people  of  Scotland  wne  most 
anxious  about  this  measure.  He  had 
had  the  honour  of  being  a  Member  of 
the  Committee  upstairs,  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  nothing  could  exceed 
the  courtesy  of  their  Chairman,  tbe  Lord 
Advocate,  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
Bill.  The  Bill,  he  believed,  was  in  a 
shape  which  provided  better  law  than 
at  present  existed  in  Scotland.  It  might 
be  improved,  no  doubt ;  but  he  con- 
sidered it  better  to  pass  it  now  as  it  was, 
than  wait  another  year  for  this  legisla- 
tion. 

Thb  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bat.foub)  :  I  believe  this  measure  is 
very  generally  desired  throughout  Scot- 
land, except  in  the  case  of  four  or  five 
of  the  largest  towns  whidi  have  Acts  of 
their  own  open  to  grave  qnestiim ;  and 
but  for  these  large  tovrns  ihsn  would 
be  no  (^position  to  the  Bill  at  all.  In 
1862  a  very  important  measure  was 
passed,  generally  known  as  the  Police 
Act,  for  Scotland.  That  Act  has  been  of 
infinite  benefit  to  the  populous  places  of 
that  coimtry.  We  have  had  22  years' 
experience  of  it,  and  in  the  course  of 
that  time  it  has  been  found  that  in 
several  particulars  it  required  amend- 
ment. The  consequence  was  that  many 
boroughs  and  populous  places,  which 
desired  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  municipal 
institutions,  made  a  representation  to 
the  Government  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  amend  the  measure 
and  extend  its  benefits.  As  a  result,  the 
first  editicm  of  this  Bill  was  pre|»red 
two  years  ago.  I  may  say  it  originated 
very  much  with  the  Convention  of  Boyal 
Burghs.  It  hasbeoi  h«E6re  tiie  oonntiy 
for  two  years,  and  has  been  the  mbjaot 
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of  a  great  deal  of  adjustment,  and  I  am 
not  guilty  of  ioacouracy  when  I  aay 
that  I  do  not  believe  there  has  been  any 
Bill  placed  before  this  House  to  which 
there  has  been  so  large  a  contribution 
(tf  awstanoe  and  of  suggestion  from 
ihe  Tariotts  towns  and  populous  places 
throughout  the  country.  No  doubt,  we 
should  have  been  very  glad  if  it  had 
been  in  our  power  to  have  had  the  mea- 
sure brought  forward  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  Session ;  but  after  the  Bill 
bad  been  before  the  country  for  two 
years  it  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  27  Members,  of 
whom  22  were  Scotch.  We  had  some 
nine  or  ten  meetings,  and  the  Bill  was 
gone  through  with  very  great  care,  with 
the  benefit  of  multitudes  of  suggestions 
from  all  the  classes  interested,  and  what 
is  now  before  the  House  is  the  result.  I 
do  think  it  would  be  a  great  misfortune 
if  the  result  of  so  much  labour,  and,  I 
beUeve,  beneficial  labour,  were  lost.  The 
aamber  of  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
for  this  evening  is  very  small,  and  I  do 
Bot  think  that  when  we  get  to  them 
their  discussion  will  last  any  length  of 
time.  It  is  only  right  that  the  House 
should  be  aware  that  the  opposition,  at 
least  so  far  as  we  believe,  and  has  been 
indicated  by  the  speakiug  to-night,  has 
come  almost  entirely,  if  not  entirely, 
from  those  places  which  bare  Acts  which 
are  open  to  the  very  gravest  criticism. 
I  am  not  going  to  follow  what  has  been 
said  by  some  of  my  hon.  Friends  ;  but  I 
may  just  say  that,  in  framing  the  mea- 
sure, we  had  before  us  the  result  of  the 
labours  of  the  Committee  presided  over 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Sclater-Booth)  two  years  ago.  We 
bad  their  Report  before  ua,  and  one  of  the 
advantages  of  that  Report  was  that  it  put 
an  end  to  legislation  hy  separate  ^vate 
Bilk,  which  very  often  contained  pro- 
Tinons  that,  if  brought  before  the  House 
distinctly  in  important  measures,  never 
eonld  become  law.  The  fact  of  the 
Committee  haring  reported  and  recom- 
mended against  that  separate  legislation 
in  these  Bills  made  it  all  the  more  im- 
perative that  such  a  measure  as  the  pre- 
sent should  be  brought  forward.  I  do 
not  desire  to  delay  the  House  by  going 
into  arguments  as  to  the  different  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill.  I  gather  that  there 
is  a  great  majority  of  Scotch  opinion  in 
favour  of  it.  We  have  been  very  much 
pgQMod  to  cany  it  thzongb,  and,  under 


the  circumstances,  believing  that  the  Bill 
is  a  good  Bill— I  do  not  know  that  thero 
is  any  measure  which  could  not  be  made 
more  perfect  if  the  ordinary  conditions 
of  lime  and  place  were  to  be  disregarded 
— and  taking  uito  consideration  all  that 
has  conduced  to  make  the  BiU  what  it 
is  now,  I  think  it  would  be  a  ^eat  mis- 
fortune if  we  did  not  go  into  Com- 
mittee.  

Me.  HENDERSON  said,  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  corroborating  what  had 
fallen  from  his  hou.  Friends  the  Mem- 
bers for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Web8ter\  Edin- 
burgh (Mr.  Buchanan),  and  Glasgow 
(Mr.  Anderson).  He. could  assure  the 
House  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
that  he  rose  to  offer  any  objection  to  the 
Bill.  He  knew  very  well  there  was  a 
very  strong  feeling  in  Scotland,  espe- 
cially amongst  the  small  boroughs,  that 
some  such  measure  as  this  was  neces- 
sary, and  that  they  had  waited  patiently 
for  the  Bills  which  had  been  brought 
before  the  House  during  last  year  and 
this  year.  He  could  quite  corroborate 
what  die  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Lord  Advocate  bad  said  as  to 
the  strong  desire  which  existed  in  Scot- 
land for  the  measure ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  for  years  be  had  taken  an  active 
interest  in  local  administration,  and, 
having  some  knowledge  of  this  kind  of 
legislation,  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he 
was  a&aid  that  this  Bill,  as  presented  to 
the  House,  would  not  fulfil  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  had  been  so  long  de- 
siring legislation.  He  made  that  state- 
ment with  great  reluctance,  because,  as 
he  said,  he  believed  the  Bill  contained 
many  very  valuable  provisions.  Look- 
ing at  its  full  sense,  at  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  drafted  in  the  first  instance 
— or,  he  might  say,  at  the  manner  iu 
which  it  was  constructed — and  consideiv 
ing  that  it  had  passed  through  Commit- 
tee, and  that  great  care  and  attirntion 
had  been  devoted  to  it,  he  was  very  re- 
luctant to  offer  opposition  to  it ;  but,  in 
passing  through  the  Select  Committee, 
it  had  been  so  altered  that  many  of  the 
large  boroughs  had  not  had  time  to  con- 
sider what  its  present  effect  would  be. 
He  could  not  describe  himself  as  adverse 
to  the  measure;  but,  from  representa- 
tions which  had  been  made  to  him  by 
authorities  iu  his  own  burgh — particu- 
larly by  the  police  clerk,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  experienced  police  clerks  in 
Soofland— it  seemed  mere  was  a  very 
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etrong  feeling  Uiat  it  would  be  well  to 
idlow  the  Bill  to  be  thought  over  by  the 
oountry  for  another  year  before  being 
pressed.  These  representations,  he  was 
bound  to  say,  corresponded  with  his  own 
opinion,  from  his  own  experience  in 
matters  oi  this  kind,  he  was  afraid  that 
the  measure  would  disappoint  those  who 
looked  forward  with  so  much  ^asure 
and  satisfaction  to  its  passing.  Alto- 
gether, therefore,  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
pressed  his  Resolution,  he  (Mr.  Hender- 
son) should  have  to  support  it,  although 
from  Tory  different  reasons  to  those 
which  prompted  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  in  bringiog  it  forward.  He, 
in  fact,  took  this  opportunity  of  protest- 
ing against  the  line  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  took  with  reference  to  these 
Bills  promoted  by  Scotch  burghs.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seemed  to 
look  at  these  matters  from  a  purely  poli- 
tical point  of  view,  and — as  he  under- 
stood from  his  remarks,  and  as  he  could 
ahow  if  necessary — knew  notbing  what- 
ever of  local  administration.  If  be  had 
known  anything  about  it,  he  would  never 
liave  uttered  the  sentimmts  be  bad 
uttered  in  that  House.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  bad  taken  the 
strongest  obj  ection  to  the  Bill  pro- 
posed in  1882  by  his  (Mr.  Henderson's) 
own  bui^h  (Dundee),  and  also  to  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilmarnock 
(Mr.  Dtok-Feddie),  who  had  fallen  into 
the  same  mistake  of  bringing  the  Bill  in 
as  a  small  private  measure.  The  great 
objection  taken  to  the  Dundee  Bill, 
which  was  a  Cktnsolidating  Bill,  relating 
to  clauses  which  bad  been  in  operation 
for  II  years,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
House,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity, was  that  it  was  proposed  to  re- 
enact  these  clauses  in  it  with  the  full 
consent  of  the  inhabitants.  The  sani- 
tary provisions  of  the  present  measure, 
instead  of  being  too  stringent,  were,  in 
hie  opinion,  too  lax,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  reasons  why  Dundee  objected  to  the 
Bill.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  stated 
that  legislation  in  respect  of  these  mat- 
ters had  fallen  back  since  1862,  and  that 
the  large  boroughs  had  been  obliged  to 
pr<miote  local  Acts  of  their  own  to  remedy 
the  existing  evils.  Well,  the  fault  he 
(Mr.  Hendfrson)  found  with  the  Bill 
was  that,  instead  of  bringing  up  the 
general  law  of  Scotland  to  the  advanced 
position  reached  by  tho  burghs  whidi 
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had  secured  their  own  local  Police  Acts, 
it  proposed  to  level  down  these  p«- 
ticidar  burghs  to  the  condition  of  the 
whole  country.  It  would  level  down, 
instead  of  bringing  the  whole  country  np 
to  the  position  whicb  the  burghs  he  re- 
ferred to  had  arrived  by  long  expe- 
rienoe  of  the  defects  of  the  existing 
law.  In  the  present  Bill  a  retrograde 
reactionary  step  was  taken.  He  felt 
very  strongly  on  this  point,  and  in  Com- 
mittee  he  should  have  to  bring  forward 
many  Amendments.  Some  Amendments 
he  had  put  on  the  Paper;  but  there 
were  many  more  which  he  should  have 
to  move  which  he  had  been  unable  to 
bring  forward  up  to  this  time  ;  and  he 
believed  there  were  other  hon.  Members 
in  the  same  position  as  himself.  Though 
the  Motion  for  going  into  Committee 
were  passed,  there  would  still  be  a  great 
deal  to  do.  The  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  did  not  by  any  means  represent 
the  number  which  would  be  put  down  if 
they  got  into  Committee.  He  made  these 
remarks,  as  he  had  said,  with  the  greatest 
reluctance.  He  should  have  been  much 
better  pleased  if  he  oould  have  found 
himself  able  to  support  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate in  puRhing  forward  the  measure. 
He  should  have  supported  it  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  conviction  that  if  it  were 
passed  it  would,  instead  of  reflecting 
credit  on  the  legislation  of  this  year,  so 
far  as  Scotland  was  concerned,  tend  to 
the  reverse  state  of  things,  and  prove 
provocative  of  opposition  and  objection. 

Mh.  8CLATEB-B00TH  said,  there 
were  many  things  in  the  Bill  of  which 
he  did  not  approve,  and  which  he  should 
be  glad  to  see  altered ;  but,  for  the  most 
part,  these  clauses  referring  to  them 
wore  of  a  re-enacting  and  consolidating 
character.  They  had  heard  quite  enough 
from  hon.  Members  representing  im* 
portant  towns  in  Scotland  —  and  they 
bad  also  heard  the  mild  and  mitigated 
protest  of  the  Lord  Advocate— to  show 
the  extravagance  of  the  Acts  in  force 
in  some  towns  in  Scotland.  These  Aots 
did  not  always  meet  with  the  con- 
currence and  approval  of  the  Local  Au- 
thorities ;  and  he  (Mr.  Sdater-Booth) 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  better  to  go  forward  with  this  Bill, 
and  get  a  reasonable  measure  passed  for 
the  whole  of  Scotland,  than  to  allow 
these  eccentric  Acts  in  force  in  some 
Scotch  towns  longer  to  prevail.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  entirely  ia  fkroar  d 
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the  policy  which,  guided  the  Committee 
of  18S2,  to  -nrhioh  reference  had  been 
made,  and  which  guided  the  Committee 
whtoh  had  been  sitting  this  year.  He 
trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  would  see 
that  thia  measure  was  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  Th^  Lord  Advocate  had  been 
of  great  srarice  in  1882,  when  the  Scotch 
XmproTement  Bills  were  under  considera- 
tion, in  getting  some  extravagant  pro- 
Tisions  cut  out  of  them.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Lord  had  been  very 
much  struck  by  the  views  which  pre- 
vailed on  that  Committee  ;  and  it  had, 
evidently,  been  his  intention  and  desire 
in  framing  the  Bill  to  have  regard  to 
those  views.  He  (Mr.  Sclater-Booth) 
would  be  very  sorry  indeed  if  they  were 
not  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mb.  DICK-PBDDIK  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  Scotch  Members  who  had 
spoken  against  proceeding  with  the  Bill 
were,  without  exception,  Representatives 
of  the  large  burghs,  which  had  already 
Acta  of  their  own.  It  might  be  of  no 
great  eonnquenoe  to  these  large  burghs 
that  a  general  measure,  auoh  as  that  be- 
fore the  House,  should  pass ;  but  it  was 
of  very  great  importance  to  liie  small 
hurghs,  which  had  not  the  benefit  of 
special  Acts,  that  there  should  be  a  con- 
solidation of  the  various  imperfect  gene- 
ral Acts,  under  which  their  police  and 
sanitary  afiairs  were  regulated.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  most  desirable  that 
the  large  burghs  should  be  freed  from 
the  tyrannical  provisions  which  were 
found  in  their  special  Acts.  His  hon. 
Priend  the  Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  spoke  of  Edinburgh  as  "  en- 
joying" its  Acts.  He  (Mr.  Dick-Peddie) 
had  been  a  citizen  of  Edinburgh  for  a 
much  longer  time  than  his  hon.  Friend ; 
and  he  ooxdd  testify  that,  by  many  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  the  provisiona  of  the 
local  Acts  were  regarded  as  most  oppres- 
aive.  The  Acta  would  have  been  found 
intolerable,  had  it  not  been  that  the 
authorities  did  not  vmture  to  enforce 
laua  of  the  powers  oocferred  on  them 
by  these  Aets.  He  sympathized  gene- 
rally with  much  that  had  fallen  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Stookport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  regarding  the 
undue  interference  with  personal  liberty, 
authorized  by  some  of  the  local  Acts, 
and  the  inquisitorial  nature  of  many  of 
their  provisions;  but  he  thought  that 
some  of  the  criticisms  of  the  measure 


now  before  the  House,  whidi  bad  fallen 
from  his  hon.  Friend!,  would  not  have 
been  made  had  he  been  more  familiar 
with  Scotiand  than  be  was.  While  the 
Bill  before  the  House  contained  clauses 
which  might  be  objected  to,  it  went  far 
in  the  dimtion  of  modifying  the  atrin- 
genoy  of  many  provisions  found  In 
existing  local  Acts ;  and,  therefor^ 
he  trusted  the  House  would  agree  to 
proceed  with  it.  The  small  burghs 
wished  to  have  a  consolidation  of  the 
various  Acts  regulating  their  police  and 
sanitary  affairs.  Though  hon.  Members 
said  that  Edinburgh  enjoyed  its  Act, 
and  had  done  so  for  many  years,  those 
who  had  resided  in  the  Scotch  capital 
for  a  long  period — ^longer  than  those  hon. 
Members — knew  that  it  did  not  enjoy 
the  advantages  which  were  supposed  to 
have  been  conferred  upon  it.  If  similar 
Acts  were  in  force  in  England,  it  would 
not  be  long  before  there  would  be  a  re- 
volution in  the  country.  Seeing  that 
the  present  was  a  modified  Act,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  take  it 
into  consideration. 

Me.  J.  W.  BAEU:LAT  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dick- 
Feddie)  when  he  said  that  the  small 
burghs  desired  to  have  a  oonsdidation 
of  their  various  Aets,  and  that  an  Act 
should  be  passed  which  would  be  gene- 
rally applicable  to  the  small  burghs. 
He  must  say,  however,  as  representing 
two  small  burghs,  that  he  understood 
they  were  opposed  to  the  Bill.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  had  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  one  of  them,  the  other  day, 
against  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  Speak- 
ing from  his  own  experience — and  he 
must  claim  to  have  had  some  experience 
of  local  administration — he  thought  the 
measure,  in  many  of  its  parts,  was  very 
unworkable,  and  required  a  great  de^ 
more  adjustment,  consideration,  and 
amendment  than  it  had,  apparently,  re- 
ceived. He  sympathized  with  the  views 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Stookport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. Many  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
gave  extreme  powers — utterly  despotic 
powers— to  the  police.  He  had  made 
some  attempt  to  modify  them ;  but  was 
bound  to  say  he  had  met  with  little  sup- 
port on  the  Ooomiittee.  A  great  many 
people  thought  that  these  powers  could 
only  be  applied  against  evilly-disposed 
persons.  If  that  were  so,  there  would 
not  be  much  to  object  to ;  butit  must  be 
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remembered  that  the  application  of  the 
clauses  in  the  Bill  lay,  in  the  first  place, 
in  the  hands  of  the  policemen  who  exer- 
cised the  powers  they  had  in  many  cases 
in  an  arbitrary  manner.  The  chief 
power  would  be  exercised  by  the  mt^is- 
trates  or  baUlies,  as  they  were  called  in 
Scotland— very  excellent  gentlemen,  no 
doubt,  but  g«itlemen  who  knew  very 
little  about  the  law.  They  were  very 
respectable  townspeople ;  but,  however 
respectable  townspeople  might  be,  it 
coxud  not  be  expected  of  them  that  they 
should  know  much  about  the  Laws  of 
Evidence,  or  even  enough  to  be  able  to 
say  what  was  evidence,  and  what  was 
not.  He  waa,  therefore,  very  reluctant 
to  give  such  powers  as  some  of  those 
contained  in  the  Bill  to  ordinary  citizens. 
The  Lord  Advocate  said  that  many  of 
the  Police  Bills,  under  which  many 
large  towns  were  governed,  would  not 
be  able  to  withstand  the  scrutiny  of  the 
House.  Well,  he  (Ifr.  Barclay)  would 
say  that  many  of  the  clauses  of  this  Bill 
would  not  be  able  to  withstand  the 
scrutiny  of  the  House.  Th^  were 
Tei7  stringent — seriously  affe(^ng  the 
liberty  of  the  subject — and  he  did  not 
think  that  if  they  were  brought  under 
the  sorutioy  of  the  House  there  would  be 
the  smallrat  chance  of  their  becomieg 
law.  He  had  another  objection  to  the 
Bill.  The  Lord  Advocate  said  that  one 
of  its  objects  was  to  prevent  burghs,  for 
the  future,  coming  to  Parliament  for 
separate  enactments.  Now,  he  did  not 
think  this  measure  would  be  applicable 
to  the  case  of  small  burghs  growing 
into  large  ones.  From  his  own  ex- 
erience,  he  knew  how,  when  a 
urgh  grew,  and  new  streets  and 
pavements  and  municipal  arrange- 
ments became  necessary,  how  necessary 
it  was  to  come  to  the  House  for  a  special 
Act  dealing  with  these  improvements. 
The  clauses  embodied  in  this  Bill  were 
very  much  the  same  as  the  law  already 
existing  in  the  bui%^,  but  which  was 
from  ti  me  to  time  found  to  be  insufBeient. 
He  waa,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  in 
these  respects,  at  all  events,  the  Bill  was 
open  to  TOTy  considerable  ammdment, 
so  as  to  make  it  workable  and  applicable 
to  the  cases  of  all  the  burghs,  whether 
small  or  large — particularly  to  small 
burghs,  to  enable  them  to  grow  from 
time  to  time  without  a  special  Act.  For 
the  reasons  he  had  given,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  two  small  borghs  at  least 
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within  his  own  constituency,  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  to  be  deferred  till 
another  Session.  To  make  it  a  work- 
able Bill  and  insure  the  purpose  in- 
tended, a  good  deal  more  consideration 
than  it  had  yet  received  should  be  gtven 
to  the  Bill.  No  doubt  the  Select  Com- 
mittee —of  which  he  had  had  the  hcnumr 
to  be  a  Membm — had  deroted  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  attention  to  the 
measure ;  but  he  did  not  think  suffident 
attention  had  been  given  to  it  to  make  it 
what  it  ought  to  be.  The  Session  had 
not  provided  sufficient  time  to  make  the 
Bill  such  as  deserved  to  receive  general 
support.  He  should  support  the  Motion 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Bir. 
Hopwood). 

Mb.  a.  GBANT  said,  he  must  express 
the  great  regret  he  felt  at  the  opposition 
which  had  developed  itself  against  this 
Bill  on  the  part  uf  some  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  large  burghs  in  Scot- 
land. The  burgh  he  had  the  honoor 
to  represent  (Leith)  was,  perhaps,  the 
largest  in  8c»tlaad  which,  had  not  a 
Police  Act  of  its  own.  It  was  at  inresent 
under  the  General  Police  Act  of  1863; 
and  he  could  assure  the  House— after 
having  been  very  lately  in  conversation 
with  some  of  the  members  of  the  Cor* 
poration  of  Leith — that  that  burgh  most 
cordially  approved  of  the  Bill,  and 
earnestly  hoped  it  might  pass  into  law 
that  Session.  He  was  sure  the  opinion 
the  Corporation  of  Leith  entertained  was 
the  opinion  of  all  other  Corporations 
under  the  General  Police  Act.  The  Bill 
made  provision  for  a  great  many  new 
wants  which  had  sprung  up  in  conneo* 
tion  with  municipal  government  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1862 ;  and  it 
embodied  all  that  was  really  useful,  and 
all  that  was  defensible,  and  all  that  was 
reasonable  in  the  Act  of  1862,  as  well  as 
all  that  was  defenaibte  in  the  different 
Private  Acts  which  had  been  obtained 
by  the  Tarious  burghs  ainoe  the  Act  A 
1862  was  passed.  The  measure — as  had 
been  already  stated — after  having  paBsed 
its  seoond  reading,  was  referred  to  a 
large  representative  Select  Oommitted> 
by  whom  it  was  carefully  scrutinized, 
and  gone  over  at  the  expense  of  much 
time  and  labour.  He  might  say,  further, 
that  the  Bill  had  the  cordial  approval  of 
the  Convention  of  Koyal  and  Parliamen- 
tary Burghs;  and  he  thought  he  mi^ 
say,  with  the  exception-^  one  or  two  of 
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the  largest  to  wo  s,  had  the  cordial  approval 
of  pubtio  opinion  throughout  Scotland. 
Furthermore,  he  might  say  that  the  Bill 
was  framed,  in  Baoh  a  way  as  to  deal 
most  leniently  with  the  large  totrns 
which  were  now  opposed  to  it.  Out  of 
fleren  parts  of  the  Bill  there  were  only 
two  made  obligatory,  and  those  two  were 
concerned  with  police  ofifences,  audpenal- 
ties,  and  sanitary  regulations.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  whether  it  was  nut 
desirable  that  all  the  burghs  in  the  coun- 
try should  be  placed  unwr  one  uniform 
law  as  to  police  offences  and  penalties  F 
Whence  came  the  opirantion  to  the  Bill 
whi<^  had  dereloped  itself  that  night  ? 
It  had  oome  partly  from  hon.  Members 
who  had  no  connection  with  ScoUand  at 
all ;  but  that  was  not  where  the  real  op- 
position  had  come  from.  The  real  op- 
position lay  amongst  certain  Municipal 
Corporations  of  Scotland,  and  it  had 
been  expressed  b^  their  Bepresentatives, 
not  as  the  individual  opiuioas  of  these 
gentlemen  themselves,  but  as  the  opi- 
nions furnished  to  them  by  the  Local 
Authorities  of  burghs  which  had  their 
own  Acts — Local  Authorities  who  were 
really  the  authors  of  those  Acts.  It  was 
natural  that  the  authors  of  those  Acts 
should  be  in  love  with  them,  and  should 
think  tbey  were  the  perfection  of  muni- 
apal  government.  He  frankly  admitted 
that  in  many  aspects  the  clauses  of  these 
liocal  Acta  were  most  useful  for  local  pur- 
poses. Some  of  the  claases  referring  to 
pc^oe  offences  were  useful,  no  doubt;  but 
there  were  other  clauses  in  the  Private 
Acts  of  a  different  character.  Many  of 
them  were  most  indefensible  encroach- 
ments upon  private  rights,  and  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  under  the  Common 
Law ;  and  it  was  only  last  year — as  had 
already  been  noticed  that  night — that  the 
House  had  found  that  the  practice  of 
putting  these  indefensible  stipulations 
into  !^ivate  Bills  had  reached  to  such  a 
height  that  it  was  compelled  to  interfere 
and  prevent  the  practice  from  going 
further.  He  would  only  ^ve  the  House 
one  instance  of  the  way  m  which  these 
clauses  in  the  private  measures  acted  to 
the  detriment  of  the  people  living  in 
nei^bouring  towns.  Tlw  Bui^h  of 
Edinburgh  had  obtained  a  very  strict  and 
stringent  private  Police  Act  in  1875.  In 
that  Act  were  were  olauees  referring  to 
the  regulation  of  improper  houses.  Those 
clauses  were  of  such  a  nature  that  raids 
were  made  on  the  houses,  and  the  inmates } 


were  driven  out  of  the  Burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh. The  burgh  which  he  represented 
(Leith)  lay  contiguous  to  Edinburgh, 
the  division  line  being  often  only  a 
formal  one  running  down  the  centre  of 
a  street;  and  what  was  the  consequence 
to  Leith  of  this  exceptional  clause,  which 
had  been  slipped  into  the  Edinburgh 
Act  merely  because  there  was  no  one 
present  to  prevent  it,  the  Bill  beiug 
passed  as  a  private  measure  ?  In  fact, 
with  regard  to  that  ilMvate  Bill  the  Earl 
of  Bedesdale  in  "another  place"  de- 
clared that  if  anyone  lifted  his  little 
finger  against  it,  he  would  prevent  tlie 
Bill  being  passed,  saying  also — "If  Edin- 
burgh is  unanimous  in  demanding  such 
a  Bui  I  must  give  it  to  them ;  but  God 
forbid  that  I  should  ever  find  myself  in 
Edinburgh  after  this  Bill  has  been 
passed !  "  To  such  an  extent  had  this 
exceptional  legislation  on  the  part  of 
Ediiiburgh  acted  to  the  detriment  of 
Leith  that  the  state  of  things  had  become 
intulerable.  A  Memorial  had  been  pre- 
sented by  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts 
in  Leith  which  these  people  had  invaded, 
stating  the  condition  of  things  brought 
about  by  these  persons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. This  district  was  imme- 
diately adjoining  Edinburgh,  and  the 
Memorialists  complained  that  since  the 
Act  came  into  operation  in  187ft  they  had 
been  sorely  afflicted  by  Hiese  people, 
and  that  there  were  now  in  the  district 
ft9  brothels,  containing  177  prostitutes^ 
conducted  in  the  most  shamelera  manner, 
and  exercising  a  most  injuriousinfluence, 
the  behaviour  of  the  inmates,  even  in  the 
broad  daylight  in  Leith  Walk  and  other 
places,  being  most  indecent.  They  added 
that  the  effect  had  been  to  lower  the 
value  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood, 
to  drive  respectable  people  away,  and 
alter  entirely  the  character  of  the  locality. 
Now,  he  would  not  say  for  a  moment  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  that  House  to  put 
down  immorality ;  but  be  did  say  tJiat 
Parliament  was  bound  to  interfere  to 
compel  each  different  locality  to  bear  its 
own  burden  of  the  mischief,  and  to  pre- 
vent its  neighbours  itonx  being  inun- 
dated by  its  moral  sewage.  Tne  pro- 
posal in  this  Bill  to  make  the  keeping 
of  an  improper  house  an  offence,  and  to 
m9k»  the  penalties  uniform  through- 
out the  country,  would  have  that  effect ; 
and  he  trusted  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  not  be  turned  aside  by  any  selfish 
representations  on  the  put  of  lavgo 
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towns,  snch  as  Edinburgh,  from  using 
ereiy  effort  to  pass  the  Bill  into  law  in 
the  present  Session. 

Me.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  that  hav- 
iog  sat  on  the  Committee  of  1882,  and 
for  30  days  this  Session  on  a  similar 
Committee,  he  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  facts  of  the  question.  The 
Scotch  Bill  which  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  18H2  was,  without  any  excep- 
tion, the  worst  of  them  all,  and  the  most 
grotesque ;  and  he  should  be  within  the 
mark  if  he  said  that  the  Committee 
stniek  out  100  danses  from  that  Bill. 
They  were  very  much  assisted  in  that 
by  the  Lord  Advocate.  He  agreed  in  the 
neowsi^  for  some  ^neral  legislation 
vith  reference  to  sanitary  matters,  and 
the  Beport  of  the  Committee  strongly 
ui^d  that  with  reference  to  England 
and  Wales.  This  was  an  attempt,  and 
a  very  praiseworthy  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  to  secure  general 
legislation  for  Scotland  ;  but  he  wanted 
to  ask  the  Government  how  they  were 
going  to  deal  with  this  as  a  practical 
matter  of  business  when  winding  up  the 
affairs  of  the  Session  ?  This  was  not,  as 
he  understood  it,  exceptional  legislation, 
but  a  general  enactment  of  what  the 
House  thought  should  be  the  law  which 
ought  to  prevail  in  Scotland ;  and  no 
doubt  it  would  be  argued  that  if  it  was 
good  for  Scotland  it  was  good  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  The  BUI  had  been  sent 
to  a  Select  Committee,  which  he  thought 
most  unfortunately  sat  with  closed  doors. 
The  Committee  only  sat  for  nine  or  ten 
days ;  and,  therefore,  it  must  be  assumed 
that  there  was  a  vast  mass  of  matter  still 
demanding  consideration,  if  they  were 
to  pass  any  general  legislation  which 
would  be  quoted  as  a  precedent.  Several 
of  the  clauses  which  had  been  read  that 
night  had  been  struck  out  unanimously 
by  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  a 
Member,  for  they  would  not  allow 
them  to  apply  to  England,  considering 
them  improper  and  oppressive.  The 
Members  of  that  Committee  could  not 
sit  still  and  be  parties  to  passing  for 
Scotland  enactments  which  they  had 
reported  ought  not  to  be  applied  to 
England.  There  were  429  clauses  in 
this  Bill ;  it  was  now  3  o'clock  on  the 
80th  of  July ;  when  the  Ghwemmeat  had 
got  their  last  Vote  in  Supply  they  would 
bring  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  close 
the  Session  with  a  view  to  the  Autumn 
Session ;  and,  valuable  as  this  Bill  might 

Sir.  A.  Grant 


be,  was  there  any  reasonable  jnvspeet 
of  its  receiving  that  consideration 
which  it  deserved  and  onght  to  have? 
He  did  not  think  Scotland  would  suffer 
by  the  Bill  standing  over  for  six 
months  for  consideration.  That  in- 
terval would  enable  Local  Authorities 
to  give  it  careful  consideration  and  sug- 
gest Amendments  next  Session,  and  the 
Bill  next  yeat  would  hare  that  moral 
support  which  it  had  not  at  the  present 
time,  and  would  be  the  more  likely  to 
secure  the  general  approbation  of  the 
House.  He  hoped  the  Qovernment 
would  say  whether  they  thought  tbat 
on  the  30th  of  July,  when  they  were  in- 
tending to  wind  up  the  Sesaion  within  a 
few  days,  they  could  pass  a  contentious 
Bill  containing  between  400  and  500 
clauses ;  and  whether  they  could  expect 
the  House  to  give  time  and  attention  to 
a  portion  of  the  Bill,  and  then  turn  round 
and  say  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  pro- 
ceed with  it.  He  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  the  Government  to  say 
either  that  they  would  go  on  with  the 
Bill  to  the  bitter  end,  even  to  the  end 
of  August,  or  that  they  would  abandon 
it  now. 

Mb.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL  agreed  with 
many  hon.  Members  that  some  Bill  of 
this  kind  was  required  in  Scotland ;  but 
he  also  agreed  tbat  this  BiU  was  of  too 
voluminous  a  character,  and  dealt  with 
subjects  too  complicated,  to  be  properly 
conndered  at  that  period  of  the  Sessian. 
It  must  also  be  considered  that  the  Bill 
was  not  known  in  Scotland  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  for  it  had  been  oonuderably 
altered  by  the  Committee,  and  Scotch 
Members  were  receiving  letters  from 
Scotland  every  day  with  regard  to  it, 
showing  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
dissatie-faction  with  many  of  the  altera- 
tions made  by  the  Committee.  It  would, 
he  thought,  be  a  misfortune  if  a  measure 
of  this  kind  was  rushed  through  Par- 
liament at  the  end  of  the  Session ;  and 
it  would,  therefore,  be  better  to  post- 
pone legislation  upon  this  subject  until 
the  country  had  had  a  fuller  opportunity 
of  considering  the  Bill  in  its  altered 
form.  He  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  reconsider  hie  dednon,  and  agree 
to  postpone  thia  measure  nntil  another 
Session, 

Mr.  JACOB  BBIGHT  said,  he  tho- 
roughly agreed  with  every  word  of  the 
appeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  WoItw- 
hampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fooler).  It  should 
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be  remembered  that  a  ooniidOTabld  ma- 
jority of  Membera  were  againstthis  Bill, 
and  had  announced  that  they  would  rote 
against  it.  Four  or  five  of  the  Members 
who  had  spoken  that  night  had  depre- 
cated proceeding  with  it  further.  Some 
Members  from  Scotland  Burrouading 
him  had  said  a  good  deal  in  favour  of 
the  Bill ;  but  they  would  vote  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood) ;  and,  therefore,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  it  would,  he 
thought,  be  unreasonable  to  go  on  with 
it  now. 

Mb.  gray  observed,  that  it  was  com- 
monly said  to  require  a  surgical  opera- 
tion to  get  a  joke  into  the  head  of  a 
Scotchman;  but  after  looHng  at  this 
Bill  he  thought  there  was  no  truth  in 
that  saying.  Xhe  Bill  contained  some 
of  the  most  comical  proTisioos.  Clause 
329  provided  a  penalty  against  "any 
person  who  attempts  to  commit  a  false- 
hood." He  supposed  the  Bill  only  ap- 
plied to  Scotchmen,  as  Scotchmen  in 
oootland,  and  within  a  special  district. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  hon.  Member  had 
been  misled  by  the  punctuation.  "  False- 
hood and  fraud  "  was  the  name  in  Soot- 
land  for  the  well-known  orime  of  swind- 
ling. 

Mb.  gray  said,  he  presumed  that 
the  penalty  would  only  apply  to  a  cer- 
tain district.  Then  the  police  regulations 
in  Part  VII.  were  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinaxy  character.  A  boy  who  dropped 
a  piece  of  oruige  peel,  or  laid  hold  of 
the  end  of  a  cart  without  the  express 
permission  of  the  owner,  and  so  on,  was 
to  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  40«.  Really, 
to  ask  the  House  of  Commons  at-the  end 
of  the  Session  to  discuss  all  those  details 
was  something  too  preposterous.  There 
was  a  provision  against  cruelty  to  ani- 
mals, and  another  providing  a  penalty 
for  anyone  who  drove  a  bull  through 
the  streets  unless  the  bull  bad  a  ring 
through  its  nose,  which,  of  course,  was 
not  at  all  cruelty  to  the  beast.  If  these 
provisions  were  intended  to  be  enforced 
they  were  really  of  a  most  tyrannical 
ebaraoter.  For  instance,  a  medical  man 
must  not  send  out  oiroulars  even  en- 
closed in  envelopes,  without  being  liable 
to  penalties.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House ;  but  there  was  a  provision 
that  any  person  who  hung  from  the 
back  of  any  cart  or  carriage  was  to  be 
puniriied;  and^  again — • 


"  If  any  penons  shall  stand  togeth«r  in  the 
street  so  as  to  annoy  toot  paasengers  " — 

not  80  as  to  obstruet  them,  but  only  so 
as  to  annoy  them — they  were  to  be  liable 
to  pimishment ;  and — 

< '  If  any  person  loiten,  tits,  or  lies,  on  tbe  foot- 
way to  the  annoyance  of  the  foot  paasengerB," 

he  should  be  fined.  In  fact,  under  this 
Bill  people  might  be  fined  for  anything. 
The  only  excuse  for  these  provisions  was, 
he  supposed,  that  the  Bill  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  carried  out.  No  person 
might  have  a  bagatelle  or  a  billiard- 
table.  With  regud  to  Uie  regulations 
for  disorderly  houses,  no  doubt  the 
special  constituency  which  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  Herbert  Maxwell)  repre- 
sented wotild  desire  to  have  some  re- 
gulations of  that'  kind  after  the  history 
ne  had  given ;  but  after  the  statistics 
that  had  been  ^ven  he  thought  no 
one  else  would  denre  to  impose  such 
ridiculous  regulations  as  these.  It  could 
not  be  seriously  intended  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  Any  person  find- 
ingany  goods  and  not  giving  them  up  was 
to  be  subject  to  a  penalty.  He  did  not 
think  it  could  be  seriously  intended  to 
enforce  that. 

Mb.  ILLING worth  asked  for  some 
authoritative  statement  as  to  the  pros- 
pect before  the  House.  It  would  be  ob- 
jectionable for  English  Members  to  in- 
terfere with  Scotch  Business,  and  he  did 
not  mean  to  do  so,  except  to  say  that  it 
would  be  a  most  extraordinary  thing  if 
a  Bill  of  this  magnitude  should  be 
passed  through  Parliament  without  any 
proper  public  disonsuon;  without  even 
a  discussion  on  the  second  readinj^ 
and  after  a  few  Sittings  of  a  Commit- 
tee upstairs,  and  without  any  Reports 
of  their  proceedings  having  been  pub- 
lished. If  the  Bill  was  a  valuable 
one  it  must  not  be  pushed  through  at 
the  tail  end  of  the  Session,  but  must  be 
deliberately  entered  upon.  His  objeot 
in  speaking  was  to  ask  what  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  do  with  regard  to 
general  Business.  To  go  on  with  this 
Bill  seemed  to  him  a  breach  of  the  un- 
derstanding generally  arrived  at.  It 
was  understood  that  contentious  Busi- 
ness was  not  to  be  proceeded  with,  and 
that  the  Government  were  strongly  op- 
posed to  any  such  Business  being  en- 
tered upon.  He  would  like  to  know 
why  the  Home  Seoretazy  had  withdrawn 
his  London  Qovemment  Bill  if  that  was 
not  the  case.  If  they  wexe  to  «iter  upon 
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anj  Bill  of  lengili  and  importance,  that 
BiU,  having  advanoed  bo  far,  was  entitled 
to  be  taken  up.  He  was  satisfied  that 
nothing  would  be  lost  hj  taking  the 
winter  for  a  fair  and  carenil  conBidera- 
tion  of  this  measure,  and  that  it  could 
be  entered  upon  early  next  Session,  and 
passed  with  greater  satis&otion  than  was 
now  possible.  

Mb.  DILLWYN  said,  he  thought  the 
House  had  a  right  ,to  a  categorical 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  faon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolrerhampton  (Mx.  H.  H. 
£V)vler^— namely,  whether  the  Gtorem- 
ment  did  or  did  not  intend  to  carry  this 
Bin  to  its  conclusion  ?  If  they  did,  the 
House  must  prepare  to  sit  until  Septem- 
ber. If  thej  did  not,  they  were  wasting 
time,  and  it  was  not  fair  to  ask  Members 
to  make  a  House  for  them  to  take  up 
Bills  which  they  did  not  intend  to  push 
to  a  legitimate  end.  He  hoped  that  be- 
fore the  House  went  into  Committee  the 
Government  would  give  some  answer  to 
that  question. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOUET :  Of 
course,  the  Government  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  and  more  particularly  of 
the  Scotch  Members,  upon  a  measure  of 
this  kind.  Certainly,  the  Government 
had  very  strong  reason  to  believe  with 
reference  to  this  BiU  that  there  was — I 
trill  not  say  a  unanimous,  but — a  pre* 
dominant  agreement  on  tiie  |»art  of 
Scotch  Members  in  favour  of  this  Bill ; 
but  wben  the  Division  is  taken  we  shall 
see  what  the  opinion  of  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers is,  and,  of  course,  the  Government 
will  be  &;uided  very  much  by  the  result 
of  the  Division.  Everybody  knows  that 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  affords  opportunities 
for  opposition ;  but  certainly  this  Bill 
having  been  through  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, we  supposed  that,  with  the  exception 
of  several  large  towns  in  Scotland  which 
had  Bills  of  their  own,  and  did  not  want 
any  general  Bill,  the  greater  part  of 
Scotland  was  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and 
wanted  it.  The  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  go  as  far  as  they  could  to  try 
to  pass  this  Bill  into  law  this  Session ; 
but  this  question  must  be  decided  very 
much  by  the  Division  about  to  be  taken. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  58 ;  Noes 
32:  Majority  26.— (Dir.  List,  No.  19S.) 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and  lyrW  to. 


Bill  cormd4r«d  in  Committee. 
(la  the  Committee.) 

Me.  M'LAREN  :  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Chairman  do  now  report  Progress. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chaiiman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  —  (Jfr*. 

M'Zarm.) 

Thb  LOED  advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoue)  :  We  will  agree  to  reportiDg 
Progress  after  &e  let  dause  is  disposed 
of. 

Clause  1  ogrMd  to. 

Mb.  GBAT:  It  is  moved  that  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress. 

Qneation  put,  and  t^oei  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  T^urtdajf. 

CHAETEItED  C0MPAUIK8  BILL. 
(Jfr.  Attomty  Qtntral,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  th$ 
JBxehequer,  Mr.  Solicitor  OmonU.) 
[bill  304.]  OOHHITTEB. 

Bill  eontidared  in  Committee,  and 
r*portodt  without  Amendment. 

Teb  ATTOBNET  GENKBAL  (Sir 
HsNBT  Jaices]  :  I  would  appeal  to  the 
House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 

third  time— looking  at  the  period  of  the 
Session,  and  at  the  fact  that  the  measnre 
is  only  a  small  one. 

BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  patud. 

PTTBLIO  HEALTH  (IBELAIH))  (DTB- 
TRIOTS)  BILL.— tBoi  311.]' 
(Jfr.  Solicitor  Oencral  for  JrWrnf.) 
BECOZTD  BUDnro. 
Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (i/r.  Solicitor  QmtrtU  for  Irt' 
land.) 

CoLONBL  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  muoh  harm  in  the  BiU. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  afford  a  great  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Hxeoutive  for  remonn^  ft 
blot  in  the  Public  HealUi  Act  by  which 
Town  Commissioners  were  ^eduded 
from  borrowing  money  to  build  Town 
Halls  unless  they  were  sanitary  authori- 
ties. That  was  a  most  absurd  state  of 
things.  It  was  a  mistake  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  past,  and  the  Gov^amwt 
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ought  to  pass  a  Bill  aad  rectify  the  error 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
far  To-morrew. 

8UPEEME  COURT  OF  JUDICATUBE 
AMEin>M£NT  BILL  ILortU]. 
{Mr,  Attortuv  Oeiunl.) 
[bill  307.]  OOMMITTBB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hbhbt  Jambs):  I  underatand  there  is 
no  <^po6itioB  to  the  House  going  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  "Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  I  believe,  desires  to  move  an 
Amendment  in  Committee.  I  shall, 
therefore,  propose  to  take  the  Committee 
stage  jwo /ormd— moving  at  once,  when 
in  Committee,  to  report  Progress. 

Bill  omtidored  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Committee  reportProgress;  to  sit  again 
upon  Thnredajf. 

SUMHABT  JTmiSDICTTON  (REPEAL, 
&c.)  BILL.— [BiLi,  254.] 
(Jfr.  Sihhtrt,  Secretary  Sir  William  Sareourt.) 
OONBIDBKATION  OF  LOBDS'  AHEHDUENTB. 

Mb.  HIBBERT  said,  there  were  three 
Amendments,  two  being  meant  to  amplify 
and  explain  an  Amendment  in  the  4th 
clause  of  the  Bill  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bridport 
(Mr.  Warton),  the  others  being  merely 
explanatory  as  to  auditors. 

Mr.  warton  said,  he  merely  wished 
to  complain  that  no  means  were  adopted 
to  bring  before  the  notice  of  the  House 
what  the  Lords'  Ameodments  were — not 
only  in  the  case  of  this  Bill,  but  in  the 
case  of  all  other  Bills.  There  were  no 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  to-day,  and 
no  one,  but,  he  supposed,  those  in  charge 
of  the  Bill,  had  any  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  the  Amendments  were. 
He  must  acknowledge  the  courtesy  with 
whioh  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Hibbert)  had  met  him ; 
but  be  must  insist  that  the  House  should 
be  afforded  some  better  opportunity 
than  at  present  existed  of  knowing 
what  was  going  on  between  the  one 
House  and  the  other.  It  was  very  doubt- 
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ful  whether  anyone  but  himself  and  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Hibbert)  knew  what, 
in  the  present  instance,  the  Lords' 
Amendments  were.  To  hie  mind  it  was 
a  serious  defect  in  the  proceedure  of  the 
House  that  there  was  no  way  of  inform- 
ing hon.  Members,  as  they  ought  to  be 
informed,  of  what  was  going  on,  and 
what  Amendments  were  being  con- 
sidered. 

Lords'  Amendments  i^ed  to. 

INFANTS'  BILL.-[BilL  808.] 
{Mr.  Srj/ee,  Mr.  Boraee  Bmey,  Mr,  AndtrtoHf 

Mr.  Staveley  Bill.) 
OONSIDEBATIOH. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  move  that  this  Bill, 
as  amended,  be  now  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedt 
"That  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now 

considered." — {Mr.  JUryce.) 

Mb.  warton  :  I  rise  to  Order  

Me.  SPEAKER:   The  hon.  and 

learned  Member  (Mr.  Bryce)  is  in  charge 

of  the  BUI ;  he  has  a  right  to  make  ue 

Motion. 

Mb.  WARTON :  I  have  a  right  to  be 
heard.  I  have  given  Notice  of  a  Motion 
to  re-commit  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  (Mr.  Bryce)  is  in 
Order. 

Mr.  WABTON  :  I  have  a  right  to  be 

heard. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  is  not  the 
case ;  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
is  disorderly. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  bryce  :  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  Bill  be  re-committed  widi  respect 

to  a  new  Clause. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in  re- 
spect of  a  new  Clause  (Court  may  make 
orders  as  to  custody)." — (i/r.  Bryee.) 

Mb.  WARTON :  With  the  utmost 
deference,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  to  call 

Sour  attention  to  the  fact  that,  under 
tfmding  Order  37S,  I  was  entitied  to 
move  my  Motion.  The  words  of  the 
Standing  Order  are  very  distinct  indeed, 
as  it  appears  to  me ;  and  I  now  put  it  to 
you  whether  the  fact  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  in  chaise  of  the 
Bill  having  put  down  oi»Jl^endiaent 
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has  not  precluded  him  from  the  right  to 
re-oommit  the  Bill  ^nerally  ? 

Ub.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  is  entitled 
to  raise  this  question.  He  can  move  to 
leave  out  the  words  "in  respect  of  a 
new  Clause ;  "  and,  if  the  Motion  is 
carried,  he  can  move  the  general  re- 
commitment of  the  Bill. 

Ma.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  did  not 
know  what  the  form  of  the  Motion  be- 
fore the  House  was,  as  it  was  not  on  the 
Paper ;  but  he  desired  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  re-committed  as  a  whole,  or  to 
strike  out  the  words  "in  respect  of  a 
new  Olause."  He  wished  to  call  attention 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  waa 
carried  through  the  Committee  last 
week.  It  was  considered  two  days — 
first  on  Tuesday,  and  the  Committee 
was  then  ordered  for  Thursday ;  but, 
hy  subsequent  arrangement,  the  day 
was  altered  to  Friday,  and  the  con- 
sequence of  that,  to  his  (Mr.  Tomlin- 
son's)  knowledge,  was  that  several  hon. 
Members  who  had  intended  to  take  part 
in  the  discussion  in  Committee  were  not 
present.  It  was  probably  owing  to  that 
circumstance  that  the  Bill  came  before 
them  in  its  present  form,  a  form  which 
all  must  confess  a  wery  awkward  one. 
Clause  8,  it  seemed  to  him,  was  in  a 
shape  which  was  quite  nonsensical.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  had  given  Notice  of  two  new 
Clauses  on  itoport,  and  there  were  a 
large  number  of  Amendments,  some  of 
which,  he  siibmitted,  were  necessary  to 
make  the  measure  a  workable  one.  If 
the  Bill  was  to  pass  at  all,  it  was  very 
unfortunate  that  they  should  have  all 
these  Amendments  on  Beport. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  in  respect  of  a  new  Olause." 
—{Mr.  Temlinaon.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  he  was  very  sorry 
that  he  should  have  appeared  disorderly 
in  trying  to  press  a  point  on  Mr. 
Si>eaker  when  Mr.  Speaker  did  not 
think  he  was  right  in  so  doing.  He 
(Mr.  Warton]  htul  given  Notice  of  his 
Motion;  he  did  not  wish  to  argue  the 
point;  but  desired  to  apologize  if  he 
had  been  disorderly  in  putting  to  Mr. 
Speaker  what  he  Uumgbt  he  was  en- 
^tled  to  put.   He  was  within  the  hear- 


ing  of  Members  who  vere  present  late 

on  Friday  night,  when  the  Solicitor 
General  took  alively  interest  in  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  it 
would  be  remembered,  was  opposed  to 
reporting  Progress,  a  Motion  for  which 
was  made  because  there  was  an  extra- 
ordinary clause  in  the  Bill,  a  clause 
which  had  not  met  with  the  approval  of 
the  House.  There  had  been  a  dispute 
as  to  whether  tbe  clause  should  be  with- 
drawn or  Progress  should  be  reported. 
Ultimately  the  clause  was  withdrawn, 
on  the  understanding  that  it  should  be 
brought  forward  again  in  a  modi6ed 
form.  He  found  to-day  that  very  aUght 
alteration  had  been  made  in  acoordaoce 
with  the  Amendment  proposed  by  him- 
self to  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
(Mr.  Bryoe).  The  obnoxious  provieiou 
had  ooly  been  slightly  altered.  But, 
irrespective  of  that,  it  was  obviously  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee  with  regard  to 
the  Bill — which  was  an  important  one, 
affecting  the  relations  existing  between 
husband  and  wife,  between  father  and 
mother  and  child,  and  bringing  up  a 
great  number  of  important  questions— 
that  it  should  not  be  gone  on  with  this 
Session.  The  2nd  clause  had  been  cut 
out,  and  was  to  be  very  materially 
altered ;  and,  seeing  that  it  was  such  an 
important  measure,  interfering  so  seri- 
ously with  domestic  relations,  it  should 
not  be  proceeded  with  at  so  late  an  hour 
in  the  morning ;  but,  under  any  circum- 
stances, it  was  important  that  it  should 
go  baak.  to  Committee,  for  the  reason 
that,  on  Report,  Members  could  only 
spea^  onoe  on  each  Amendment.  They 
could  have  fairer,  fuller,  and  freer  dis- 
cussion in  Committee,  and  could  lay 
their  heads  together  and  see  what  oould 
be  done  to  improve  the  Bill.  The  Soli- 
citor General  was  veiy  fair  and  candid 
in  the  matter  on  Friday ;  and  he  (Mr. 
"Warton)  woxild  put  it  to  him  whether 
the  Bill  should  not  be  now  re-com- 
mitted ? 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  wished  to 
make  an  observation  on  a  point  of  pro- 
cedure and  Order.  He  believed  that  all 
the  objection  the  last  time  the  Bill  was 
before  them  was  to  a  particular  olwiae 
now  withdrawn.  It  had  been  omitted 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  in 
charge  of  the  measure,  and  another  was 
to  bia  Bubstitutod  for  it.  What  he 
wanted  to  know  was,  ^tro  they  were 
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to  see  this  new  clause  ?  It  was  not  on 
the  Paper. 

Mb.  BBYOE  :  It  is  on  the  Paper. 

GoLOKEL  NOLAN :  The  clause  moved 
last  time  ? 

Mb.  BBYGE:  No;  the  substituted 
clause. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  That,  then,  is 
satisfactory. 

Qawtion  put. 

The  HouBB  ; — Ayes  44  ;  Noes 

6  :  Majority  39.— (Div.  List,  No.  194.) 

Main  Question  put. 

Bill  ri-cowmiUtd. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  BKYOE  said,  he  had  to  move 
the  new  Clause — "Court  may  make 
orders  as  to  cuetody."  It  provided  that 
the  Court  might,  on  application,  make 
order  for  the  custody  of  the  infant.  He 
had  omitted  all  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  religion  and  education,  to  which 
objection  was  taken  at  the  last  Sitting, 
and  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  see 
no  objection  now  to  accepting  it. 

New  Clause : — 
(Court  may  make  orders  as  to  custody.) 

*'  The  coart  may,  upon  the  application  of  the 
mother  of  any  infant  (who  may  apply  without 
next  friend),  make  such  order  as  it  may  think 
fit  regarding  the  custody  of  such  infant,  having 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  infant,  and  to  the 
co&dnct  of  the  parents,  aod  to  the  wishes  as 
well  of  the  mother  as  of  the  father,  and  may 
alter,  vary,  or  discharge  such  order  on  the  ap- 
plication of  either  parent,  or,  after  the  death  of 
either  parent,  of  any  guardian  under  this  Act," 

^^rought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added 
to  the  BilL 

Bill  reported,  as  amended. 

Bill,  as  amended,  eoneidered, 

Mb.  BRTCE  said,  the  clause  of  which 
lie  had  given  Notice  he  moved  in  conse- 

Suence  of  a  suggestion  of  the  Solicitor 
-eneral.  It  had  reference  to  the  re- 
moval of  proceediogs  and  to  appeals, 
giving  either  party  to  a  case  power  to 
make  application  for  the  removal  of  the 
case  from  the  County  Court,  or  in  Scot- 
land from  the  SherifiTs  Court,  to  the 
Superior  Court — namely,  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  in  England  or  Ireland,  or  to 
the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland.  Pre- 
cedents in  regard  to  tiie  removal  of  cases 
had  bom  f dbwed  in  either  case.  There 


was  also  a  provision  fur  an  appeal  fi^ou 
the  County  Coiirt  or  Sheriff's  Court  de- 
cisions to  ihe  Superior  Court  in  ^gland, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland. 

New  Clause : — 

(Ab  to  removing  ^ooeedings  and  appeals.) 

*'  (In  England  and  Ireland  when  any  applica* 
tion  has  been  made  under  this  Act  to  a  county 
court  the  High  Court  of  Justice  may,  at  the 
instance  of  any  party  to  such  application,  order 
such  application  to  be  removed  to  the  High 
Court  of  Justics  and  thrae  proceeded  wiUi 
fore  a  judge  of  the  Chancery  Division,  on  sach 
terms  as  to  costs  or  otherwise  as  it  may  tiiink 
proper. 

*<  In  England  and  Ireland  an  appeal  shall  lie 
to  the  High  C9urt  of  Justice  from  any  order 
made  by  a  county  court  under  this  Act ;  and, 
subject  to  any  Rules  of  Court  made  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  any  such  appeal  shall  be 
heard  by  a  judge  of  the  Chancery  Divibion  of 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  at  Chambers  or  in 
Court,  as  be  shall  direct. 

"  In  Scotland  any  application  made  under 
this  Act  to  a  sheriff  court  may  be  removed  to  the 
court  of  session,  at  the  instance  of  any  party, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  and  subject  to  the 
conditions  prescribed  by  the  ninth  section  of 
'The  Sheriff  Court  (Scotland)  Act,  1877.' 

"  In  Scotland  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  either 
division  of  the  court  of  session  from  any  order 
made  by  a  sheriff  court  under  this  Act.)" — 
{Mr.  Bryee,) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Me.  WAETON  said,  his  objection 
was  in  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Court  under  this  Act.  It  was 
rather  an  awkward  manner  of  discussing 
the  point  on  this  Amendment.  He  was 
sure  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  did 
not  wish  to  get  the  consent  of  the  House 
beforehand,  so  that  th^  would  oome  to 
the  consideration  of  the  point  with  hands 
tied.  It  was  obvioaa  they  could  not  give 
it  the  same  consideration  they  could  in 
Committee.  But  be  had  a  great  objec- 
tion to  any  jurisdiction  of  the  County 
Court  whatever — it  would  be  better  in 
such  cases  to  go  at  once  to  the  High 
Court.  In  so  far  as  this  clause  involved 
the  County  Court,  he  thought  this  clause 
was  unnecessary;  and  he  submitted  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  the 
fairer  way  to  decide  the  point  would  be 
to  withdraw  the  clause  now,  and  to  in- 
troduce it  as  a  sub-section  at  the  end  of 
the  6th  section  ;  because  those  who  at- 
tacked the  clause  altogether  could  raise 
the  que8ti<m  fairly  there,  for  though 
this  waa  a  new  olauM,  l(^p«aUy  it  woiud 
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oome  after  the  6th  clauso,  and  should 
not  be  introduced  on  a  pie?iou8  Amend- 
ment. If  the  House  did  not  pass  the 
clause  now,  he  riunild,  in  one  sense,  be 
sorry ;  for  if  the  House  adhered  to  the 
retention  of  Ibe  County  Court  jurisdic- 
tion which  the  Committee  adopted  in 
Clause  6,  of  course  there  would  be  no 
objection,  to  this  clause ;  aa  a  part  of  and 
necessary  pendant  to  Clause  6,  it  would 
be  a  very  proper  provision  indeed.  But 
the  objection  now  was  it  committed  the 
House  in  advance,  and  tied  them  down 
to  the  6th  section.  For  his  own  part, 
he  might  say  it  was  his  intention  to 
strike  out  County  Courts,  for  he  was 
quite  sure  it  was  an  improper  tribunal 
to  be  intrusted  witb  jurisdiction  over 
such  delicate  points  as  these.  He  did 
not  know  what  view  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral might  take  ;  he  should  like  to  have 
it,  for  it  would  very  much  guide  his 
(Mr.  Warton's)  opinion.  What  he  sub- 
mitted now  was  that  if  the  House  as- 
sented to  this  clause  th^  committed 
themselves  to  Clause  6,  whereas  if  it 
were  withdrawn  now  it  could  very  well 
be  introduced  at  the  end  of  Clause  6. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabrer  Hbbschell)  said,  the  course  he 
proposed  to  take  was  to  propose  certain 
Amendments  to  the  clause  to  make  it 
clear — which  he  did  not  feel  it  was  at 
present — that  any  party  to  the  applica- 
tion should  have  the  right  to  remove  the 
case  to  the  Superior  Court.  At  present 
the  dause  stood — "the  High  Court  of 
Justice  may,  at  the  instance  of  any 
party,  &c.  *' ;  he  would  hare  it  made 
clear  that  parties  were  entitled  to  have 
it  removed.  Safe-guarded  in  that  way 
th^  mi^ht  leave  the  County  Court  with 
jurwdiotion  safely  whare  no  party  oh- 
jeeted.   

Ma.  HOBAC^  DAYET  said,  he  re- 
gretted the  Solicitor  General  had  pro- 
posed this  Amendment. 

The  SOLICITOB  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hkksohxu.)  explained  he  had 
not  done  so  yet. 

1£b.  INCE  said,  he  thought  the  ques- 
tion would  be  better  considered  after 
Clause  6.  He  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  not  improved  his 
Bill  by  putting  in  the  reference  to 
County  Courts.  In  cases  of  dispute  be- 
tween husband  and  wife  it  was  as  well 
there  should  be  a  little  difficulty  and 
some  expense  before  the  parties  could 
rush  into  Oouit  He  should  beprepared 

Mr.  WarlM 
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to  strike  out  the  words  "or  Gonaty 
Court  of  the  district,"  his  object  being 
not  in  the  slightest  way  to  cut  a  doaw 
upon  the  County  Court,  but  simply  be- 
cause, if  disputes  arose,  there  should  be  a 
little  difficulty  in  the  way  before  the 
parties  could  make  those  disputes  public 
by  Tushing  into  Court,  giving  a  little 
time  for  reflection  and  for  the  bittemees 
to  pass  away.  The  practitioners  in 
County  Courts  were  not  of  the  highest 
class,  and  he  thought  it  was  very  un- 
desirable that  second  or  third-rate  at- 
torneys should  be  brought  into  actions 
of  this  kind.  The  more  a  little  difficultj, 
and  even  a  little  expense,  could  be  in- 
troduced, the  better  for  all  parties  it 
would  be  in  the  long  rim.  He  would 
ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryce)  to  defer 
further  consideration  of  th«  elause,  to 
postpone  it  to  the  6th  clause,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  not  be  fettered 
when  they  approached  tiie  conaideration 
of  thai. 

Mb.  TOMUNSON  said,  an  appeal 
had  been  made  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  to  take 
the  clause  after  Clause  6  ;  he  would  like 
to  ask  the  Speaker's  ruling,  could  not 
the  House  accede  to  that  ?  TTiw  desire 
was  to  put  the  Bill  in  the  best  form 
possible. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  cannot  be 
done. 

Motion  agresd  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

Thb  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabreb  Hebbchell)  said,  he  proposed 
to  amend  the  clause  in  the  second  line 
by  leaving  out  the  words  "  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  may,  at  the  instance 
of; "  and  then,  in  the  next  line,  after 
"  application,"  to  leave  out  '*  order 
such  application  to,"  and  insert,  "shall 
be  entitled  to  an  order  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  that  such  application 
shall."  So  the  daose  would  run  thus— 

"  la  England  and  Ireland,  when  any  8f>pli* 
cation  has  been  made  under  this  Act  to  a  County 
Court,  any  party  to  BQch  application  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  order  of  the  Hitfh  Oonii  of  Jot* 
tice  that  sooh  application  ehaU  be  removed  io 
the  High  Court  of  Justice," 

and  so  on.  That  would  make  it  clear  it 
was  a  matter  of  right.  And  then,  ia 
the  next  line  but  one,  he  would  propose 
to  leave  out  the  words  after  "  division." 
He  did  not  think  thrae  should  be  any 
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othear  power  but  the  absolute  right  of 
xemoral  firom  the  Ooanty  Oonrt  to  the 
HighOonrt. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  2  of 
new  Clause,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"the  High  Court  of  Justice  may,  at 
the  instance  of." — {Mr.  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  Left  out  stand  part  of  the 
new  Clause." 

Mr.  HORACE  DA  VET  said,  he  re- 
gretted the  Solicitor  General  had  pro- 
posed this  Amendment.  He  quite  re- 
oo^ized  the  desire  that  there  should  be 
a  line  drawn  beyond  which  applications 
ehoold  be  to  the  High  Court,  and,  of 
course,  there  was  no  line  that  could  be 
defined  by  value ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
those  who  were  interwted  in  this  Bill 
ilBlt  that  it  was  a  Bill  for  the  benefit  of 
tiie  poor  as  well  as  the  rich — perhaps 
mainly  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 
Though  it  might  be  quite  true,  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Hember  for  Hastings 
Qir.  lace)  sud,  that  County  Court  juris- 
diotion  might  not  always  he  administ^d. 
with  that  nicety  and  precision  which 
oharacterized  the  High  Court,  still 
people  did  appreciate  the  County  Courts 
whose  purses  were  not  long  enough  to 
go  to  the  High  Court.  Ue  regretted 
that  the  Solicitor  General  made  it  com- 
pulsory for  the  Court  to  make  an  order, 
for  the  effect  would  be  in  some  cases  to 
deprive  those  persons  whose  purses  were 
not  long  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act.  An 
applicant  to  a  County  Court,  perhaps, 
might  not  have  the  means  of  applying 
to  the  Higher  Court ;  and  the  other  side 
might  then,  having  larger  means,  by 
the  transfer  to  the  High  Court,  deprive 
the  applicant  of  justice.  But  they  were 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
spect of  the  Bill.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Bryce)  would  have  an  op- 
portuni^  of  speaking ;  perhaps,  in  the 
latereat  of  the  Bill,  he  would  accept  the 
Amendment;  but  if  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  divided  against  it  he  should 
support  him.  As  a  matter  of  drafting, 
he  would  suggest  to  the  Solicitor  General 
that,  with  less  alteration  of  the  clause, 
his  object  would  be  accomplished  by 
substituting  Uie  word  "  shall "  fw  the 
word  "may." 

Ha.  HEALY  said,  speaking  with 
some  knowledge  of  the  County  Courts 
of  Iidoudi  and  their  manner  of  admi- 


nistering justice,  he  Btron^ly  endorsed 
what  the  Solicitor  General  had  said. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  agreed  the 
Amendment  would  result  in  a  denial  to 
many  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act.  In 
cases  of  a  stru^le  between  man  and 
wife,  it  was  i&a.  to  one  the  husband  had 
the  heaviest  purse,  and  the  wife  small 
means  of  asserting  her  right.  In  going 
to  a  County  Court,  the  result  would 
very  likely  be  the  parties  would  be  satis- 
fied with  the  fair  decision  of  the  County 
Court  Judge,  and  he  should  have  hoped 
this  was  the  case  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
England ;  if  they  were  not  satisfied, 
there  was  still  an  appeal  open.  But 
now,  instead  of  that,  there  would  be  the 
means  in  the  hands  of  the  paxty  who 
wished  to  delay  the  matter  to  say — "No, 
it  shall  be  removed  to  the  High  Court 
in  the  Metropolis  or  in  Dublin."  He 
extremely  re^^etted  the  Amendment  had 
been  moved. 

Mr.  BRYQE  regretted  the  line  the 
Solicitor  General  had  taken,  and  he 
thought  it  would  considerably  impair  the 
value  of  the  Bill ;  hut  at  that  hour  of 
the  night  and  time  of  the  Session  it 
would  be  useless  to  oppose  the  sugges- 
tion from  the  Government  Bench,  and 
he  should  not  oppose  the  Amendment. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbbb  Herbchell)  said,  it  must  be 
remembered  this  proposal  in  respect  to 
the  County  Court  having  jurisdiction 
was  only  an  afterthought ;  it  was  not  in 
the  original  Bill. 

Mr.  INCE  said,  he  had  some  doubt 
if  the  Amendment  really  carried  out  the 
Solicitor  General's  intention.  There 
would  be  always  a  dispute  whether  the 
case  should  be  heard  in  a  Superior  Court 
or  not,  interlarding  another  dispute  to 
the  one  in  existence.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  introduce  after  "shall"  the 
words  "as  a  matter  of  course,"  or  "as 
a  matter  of  right?  "  That  would  carry 
out  the  intention  which,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  was  that,  as  a  matter  of  courso, . 
it  should  be  carried  to  the  Superior 
Court.  If  the  words  were  left  as  they 
stood,  there  would  always  be  a  prelimi- 
nary dispute  as  to  whether  it  was  a  case 
to  be  taken  to  the  Superior  Court  or  not. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabrbb  Hebsohbll)  said,  perhaps  the 
simpler  way  would  be  to  substitute 

shall"  for  "may."  It  was  sometimes 
objected  that  to  make  it  petemptory 
and  say  "the  High  Court  suall,"  was 
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not  reepeotfol  to  the  High  Court;  but 
he  did  not  much  in  the  objection 
himBelf.  He  would,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wUhiratpn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  2  of  the 
new  Clause,  to  leave  out  the  word 
**  may,"  and  insert  the  word  "  shall." 
—{Mr.  6l«lieiU>r  General.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  5  of 
new  Clause,  to  leave  oat  the  wotds  "  or 
otherwise." 

Amendment  aj/rud  to. 

Mb.  TOMUNSON  said,  he  did  not 
quite  know  whether  his  Amendment 
wonld  now  come  in ;  it  was  to  add,  after 
the  word  "Division/'  the  words — 

"  Or,  in  the  rase  of  any  application  witbin 
the  County  Fftla^e  of  Lancaster,  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery  of  the  County  of  Lancaster." 

He  wished  to  introduce  this,  for  it  was 
a  Court  that  for  many  centuries  had  had 
jurisdiction  over  iufauts,  and  was  per- 
fectly competent  to  have  that  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  it  bad  the  advantage  that  it 
lay  at  the  door  ready  of  access  to  parties. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  move  the  Amendment  as  he  pro- 
poses ;  the  House  has  passed  the  point 
at  which  he  wishes  to  insert  his  Amend- 
ment, and  has  omitted  subsequent  words. 

Mb.  TOMIilNSON  said,  then  he 
would  move  the  Amendment  at  the  end 
of  the  sixth  line  after  the  word  "Jus- 
tice." The  Amendment  would  then 
apply  to  appeals ;  and  he  urged  it  for 
the  reasons  be  had  given. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  line  6,  after  the  word  "JuBtloa,"  to  in- 
sert the  words,  *'  or,  in  the  case  of  any  appli- 
cation  within  the  County  Palatine  of  Xdmcaster, 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County  <kF  Lan- 
caster."— (Jfr.  Tomiinwn.) 

Question,  "  That  thcrae  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatwed. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  stud,  he  should 
now  move  the  insertion  of  the  new  clause, 
of  which  he  had  given  Notice,  after 
Clause  3.  The  House  was  well  aware 
by  this  time  that  the  Bill  effected  very : 

Seat  changes  in  the  law  relating  to  in- 
dts ;  and  he  thou^t  that  pardee  en- 
tering into  the  state  at  matrimony  would 

1^  Stlmi^r  SmtTMl 
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have  before  them  the  state  of  things 
applicable  to  their  own  ease ;  and,  undw 
the  oircumstances,  it  was  imly  &ir  and 
light  that  persons  should  have  the  power 
of  determining,  by  ante-nuptial  settle- 
ment^ the  relations  they  wished  to  exist 
in  the  event  of  premature  death,  which 
might  happen  shortly  after  marriage. 
He  thought  it  essential,  in  view  of  the 
change  in  the  law,  that  parties  should 
have  the  power  of  making  such  pro- 
vision as  they  thought  proper. 

New  Clause : — 
(Power  to  appoint  guardians  hy  ante-nuptial 

settlement.) 
* '  It  shall  be  competent  for  aU  persons  in  con* 
templation  of  marriage,  by  ante-nuptial  settle- 
ment or  agreement  for  settlement,  to  make 
provision  for  the  gnardianship  of  the  infant 
children  of  the  marriage ;  and  in  such  cases 
sections  two  and  three  of  this  Act,  so  far  as  Uiey 
are  inconsistent  with  such  provisions,  shall  not 
apply,"— (Jfr,  TVm/iMon,) 

— Wovght  itp,  and  read  the  Srst  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  BBTCE  said,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  the  second  reading 
of  this  clause,  which  was  quite  contraiy 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  luffatived. 

Mh.  WARTON  said,  the  next  new 
clause  standing  in  his  name  was  in- 
tended  to  provide  for  the  religious  edu- 
cation of  children  by  deed  or  marriage 
settlement  executed  before  marriage. 
If  a  father  promised  to  bring  up  his 
children  in  a  certain  religion,  and  after- 
wards broke  that  promise,  he  could  avail 
himself  of  the  Common  Law  right.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  clause  was  very 
neoessary,  because  without  it  there 
would  be  no  means  of  carrying  out  the 
wishes  of  the  parente  with  i^^gftrd  to  the 
religion  of  thnr  children,  'fhe  effectof 
the  clause  would  be  to  prevent  hasty 
promisee  being  made,  and  afterwards 
broken.  The  ^use  of  which  he  b^^ed 
to  move  the  second  reading  waa  as 
follows : — 

(Effect  of  marriage  settlement.) 

"Any  contract  made,  or  covenant  entered 
into,  by  means  of  any  deed  or  muriage  settle- 
ment executed  before,  and  in  oontemfdation  of, 
marriage,  touching  the  religion,  ednoatim,  or 
guardiuiBhip  of  any  child  or  children  to  be  born 
of  such  marriage,  shall  prevail  over  the  pravi- 
dtnuttf  this  Act." 
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Mr.  ANDERSON  rose  to  Order.  He 
ulred  whether  this  dacue,  if  not  in  the 
same  words,  was  not  eubstaatiallj  the 
same  aa  the  dause  which  had  just  been 
nepratiTefl  ? 

Me.  speaker  :  I  do  not  see  any 
difference  between  the  two  clauses.  The 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
cannot  be  put. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
8,  to  leave  out  the  words  "and  shall 
come  into  operation  on  its  pasdng." — 
{Mr.  Warton.) 

Amendment  negatived. 

B[r.  TOMUNSON  said,  it  was  now 
hy  Statute  a  rule  of  construction  that 
the  masculine  included  the  feminine,  but 
the  neuter  included  neither  the  femi- 
nine nor  the  masouline.  In  line  10  of 
Clause  2,  the  word  "its"  occurred,  and 
as  it  was  not  customary  except  in  the 
case  of  very  young  children  to  speak  of 
infants  as  of  the  neuter  gender,  he 
should  move  that  the  w(ffd  "  his "  be 
substitttted for  "its." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  its,'*  and 
ineert  the  word  "  hia." — {Mr.  TemliMon.) 

Question,  "'That  the  word  '  its '  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  he  had  to 
propose  an  Amendment  to  Clause  3, 
which  did  not  make  it  at  all  clear  that 
it  was  to  apply  when  the  parents  of  the 
infants  were  living  together.  However 
repuKuant  the  idea  of  divorce  might  be, 
yet  divorce  was  the  law  of  the  land.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  marriages  were  dis- 
solved in  two  ways  by  law — sometimes  by 
divorce,  and  sometimes  by  judiiial  sepa- 
ration.'  He  wanted  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
brought  in  this  Bill  had  considered  for 
a  moment  the  positions  of  parties  who, 
although  married,  were  separated  by  the 
law  ?  He  did  not  speak  of  those  who 
separated  themselves,  but  of  those  who 
were  judicially  separated — that  was  to 
say,  persons  separated  by  order  of  the 
law ;  because  it  was  the  duty  of  those 
otherwise  separated  to  come  together. 
Had  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
considered  whetiier  a  person  divorced  on 
the  ground  of  cruelty  or  adultery  was  to 
have  the  same  rights  as  a  person  only 
judicially  separated,  or  did  be  consider 
that  the  woroB  were  suffioientiy  wide  to  i 

TOL.  00X01.  [Tntso  szunts.]  ' 


cover  this  case  ?  If  not,  he  hoped  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General 
would  interpose  the  weight  of  his  antho- 
rity  in  favour  of  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  12,  before  the  word  "each," 
to  insert  the  words  "  while  the  marriage  is  snb- 
sisting,  and  before  any  decree  or  order  for 
divorce  or  judicial  eepwitioD  haa  been  made." 
—(Xr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Me.  BBYCE  said,  the  point  raised  by 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was,  no  doubt,  important;  but 
he  and  hiahon.Friend'^had  considered  it, 
and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  that  case 
was  met  by  the  3dth  section  of  the  exist- 
ing Act,  and  they  were,  therefore,  un- 
willing to  disturb  the  wording  of  the 

Mr.'tOMLINSON  said,  he  felt  bound 
to  state  that  the  explanation  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  did  not  satisfy 
him.  The  Act  referred  to  relftted  to  a 
state  of  things  which  would  cease  when 
the  present  Bill  became  law.  They 
must  remember  that  this  Bill  was  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  changing  the 
law  with  regard  to  infants,  and  he  did  not 
understand  how  it  could  be  said  that 
under  the  previous  Act  the  Court  had 
power  to  deal  with  the  cases  contem- 
plated by  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :—Kj(*8  2;  Noes 
32:  Majority  30.— (Div.  List,  No.  195.) 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  had 
not  voted, 

House  accordingly  adjoanied 
at  twenty-five  mioatM 
before  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 

Wednesdag,  30th  Julg,  1884. 


MINUTES.] — Sblbct  ComnrmB  —  Jbgwrt— 

Ventilation  of  the  House  [No.  809]. 
Supply — oomideredin  6'0ffimifte— Civil  SiRvioB 
EniHATES— Glass  V. — Fobbios  axd  Colo- 
irui  SuTiOBs— Yote  7. 
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Pbitatb  Bill  {by  Ord4r)—S«eon4  Siodinff—Eatl 
of  DevoD'i  EatatM.* 

Pmjo  "BiLti—Ortbnd—JFirat  Ssadinff— Cot- 
rapt  Praetioea  (Siupei>8io&  of  Elections)* 
[314]. 

Steond  Reading  —  Cholera,  Ac.  Protection* 

[8(13]. 

CmnmittM—Rtport  —  Y^iMiifi  Health  (Ireland) 

(Districta}*[811]. 
(kmidand  at  ammded^THird  Stading — Super- 

annnation*  [1461,  ftD<l  passed, 
mrd  Seadin^i — Metropolitan  Asrlamfl  Board 

(Borrowing  Powers)  •  [310] ;  Expiring  Laws 

Continaance  *  [306],  and  patted. 
Withdrawn  —  Waterworks  Ratinn  •   [168]  ; 

■Waterworke Rating  (Scotland)*  [1«7] ; lluni- 

dpal  Corporationa  (Burongh  Funds)  *  [112]  : 

Pnblio  Health  Acta  Amendment*  [113]; 

High  Oonrt  of  Jnitioe  [PioTiucial  Sittuga)  * 

[121]. 

PRIVATE  SU82NE88, 


HULL.  BARNSLET,  AND  WEST  BIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 

(MONET)  BIIX. 
00H8IDEBAXION.    THIBD  BZASIITa. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That,  in  the  can  of  1£e  Bnll,  Bamnler, 
and  West  Biding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock 
(Monev)  Bill,  Standing  Orders  84,  207,  214, 
315.  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  he 
now  taken  into  consideration,  provided  amended 
prints  shall  have  been  previously  deposited." — 
{(khmet  Qerard  Smith.) 

Ma.  FI7LEST0N  said,  he  had  no  de- 
Bire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
nor  did  he  wish  unneoeesarily  to  divide 
the  House  npon  this  Bill,  and  be  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  state  his  views  in 
opposition  to  the  measure  yesterday. 
He  might  say  that  he  had  no  personal 
interest  whatever  in  the  Bill,  nor  was 
he  acquainted  with  anyone  who  was  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  concerned  in  it.  Hie 
opposition  to  it  was  based  entirely  upon 
a  question  of  procedure,  and  he  would 
venture -to  eusrgest  that  the  hon.  and 

gallant  Member  for  Wycombe  (Colonel 
-erard  Smith)  should  give  some  reason 
why  he  proposed  that  alt  the  Standing 
Orders  of  tbe  House  should  be  suspended 
by  wholesale  for  the  purpose  of  passing, 
in  this  way,  a  Bill  of  very  great  import- 
ance, the  provisions  of  which  were  at 
variance  with  all  the  Forms  of  the  House 
and  with  Parliamentary  usage.  It  also 
ignored  some  very  important  principles 
Uid  down  by  the  Standing  Orders  for 
the  conduct  of  Private  Business.  The 
promoters  of  the  BiU  ap^ed  to  Parlia- 
ment for  power  to  coreate  Deboature 


Stock  to  the  extent  of  £1,500,000,  and 
hitherto  the  rule  upon  which  Debenture 
Stock  was  granted  had  been  rigidly  en- 
forced by  Parliament — namely,  that  a 
proportionate  amount  of  share  capital 
should  also  be  issued.  As  he  understood, 
this  Compi.ny  had  already  passed  a 
Bill  which  sanctioned  the  iiiBue  of  this 
£1,500,000;  but  they  had  failed  to  issue 
it  under  the  name  of  Preference  Stock. 
They,  therefore,  came  to  the  House  for 
power  to  call  it  Debenture  Stock.  Now, 
he  thoi^ht  it  was  only  reasonable  that 
there  should  be  very  strong  reasons  as- 
signed before  the  House  consented,  in  a 
hurried  manner,  at  a  late  period  the 
Session,  to  accede  to  a  request  to  sus- 
pend by  wholesale  erery  Standing  Order 
of  the  House  in  such  an  important  case 
as  this.    The  Standing  Orders  required 
that  a  BiU  should  have  been  printed 
three  clear  days  before  the  House  was 
asked  to  consider  it ;  and,  further,  that 
the  third  reading  and  the  consideratioQ 
of  it  should  not  be  taken  on  the  same  day. 
There  were  one  or  two  other  Standing 
Orders  which  also  involved  important 
principles,  but  which  were  proposed  to 
be  set  aside  exceptionally  in  this  case. 
He  thought  it  was  necessary,  before  the 
House  consented  to  the  Reeolution  pro- 
po>*ed  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member, 
that  they  should  have  a  statement  of  the 
main  provisions  of  the  BiU,  and  know 
why  this  extraordinary  eonrse  was  pro- 
posed to  be  taken.   He  certainly  must 
protest  against  such  an  attempt  to  pro- 
mote Private  BiU  Legidation,  ana  to. 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by  stretch- 
ing Its  Rules  to  a  point  never  previously 
proposed.    He  might  further  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  the 
Company  promoting  the  Bill  had  already 
had,  during  the  Session,  two  Bills  before 
the  House,  one  of  which  only  obtained 
the  Royal  Assent  last  month,  and  it  was 
certainly  competent  for  the  Company  to 
have  included  in  that  BiU  the  provisions 
now  asked  for,  instead  of  leaving  an  im- 
portant matter  of  this  kind  to  the  last 
days  of  the  Session,  and  then  rushing 
the  BiU  through  the  House  at  railroad 
speed,  in  violation  of  every  Rule  and 
Standing  Order  of  the  House,  and  in 
violation  of  the  fixed  principle  he  hi^ 
referred  to — that  a  proportionate  amouit 
of  shares  should  accompanT  the  usne  of 
Debenture  Stock.   The  Bill,  ntteriy  re- 
gardless of  the  intorests  mther  of  sbare- 
faolden,  or  debentare-holden,  <v  of  the 
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time  of  the  House,  iuTolred  an  innova- 
tion in  the  legislation  of  Parliament 
which  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned.  Har- 
ing  said  so  much,  he  would  add  that  be 
had  no  desire  whatever,  in  opposition  to 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  to  call  for  a 
Division ;  and  he  thought  a  Division 
might  be  avoided  if  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Monber  who  bad  charge  of  the  Bill 
would  assign  any  adequate  reason  for 
departing  horn  the  usual  course  of  Basi- 
ness  in  ^t  House. 

Mb.  THOBOLD  BOOKRS  said,  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  he,  as  one 
of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  the  Bill,  should 
make  an  early  statement  as  to  what  the 
facts  were.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
opposition  of  the  hou.  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Fuleston)  ought  to  have  been  di- 
rected against  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  The  House,  however,  had 
determined  that  they  would  take  the  Bill 
into  consideration.  They  had  appointed 
a  Oommittee  to  consider  it,  and  had  in- 
structed that  Committee  to  inquire  into 
its  provisions.  The  Oommittee  sat  for 
two  daySf  and  did  not  dispose  of  the  Bill 
in  any  hurried  manner  whatever.  Four 
hours  each  day  they  devoted  to  a  consi- 
deration of  the  Bill,  and  they  listened  to 
the  bondholders'  view  of  the  subject, 
because  the  bondholders  were  repre- 
sented before  them  by  counsel.  He 
cotild  only  say  that  the  Committee  were 
unanimous  in  passing  the  Preamble  of 
the  Bill.  The  fact  was,  as  far  as  the 
Committee  were  able  to  make  things  out, 
that  the  original  promoters  of  the  under- 
taking had  miscalculated  the  cost  which 
was  involved  in  the  construction  of  the 
works.  It  was  also  mentioned  that  they 
had  suffered  indirectly  from  loeses  whiub 
no  prudence  or  foresight  cotdd  have 
guarded  against,  and  which  no  precau- 
tion, as  £ar  as  he  could  see,  would  have 
prevented.  Under  those  circumstances, 
the  Oommittee  unanimously  decided  that 
the  Fteamble  of  the  Bill  was  proved. 
Ih^  took  pains,  however,  to  insert 
clauses  in  the  Bill,  by  means  of  which 
the  interests  of  the  bcmdholders  were 
protected  in  the  fullest  way ;  and  they 
also  took  precautions  to  provide  that  the 
money  to  be  raised  under  the  Bill  thould 
he  devoted  entirely  to  the  commotion  of 
the  original  projected  line  from  Barnsley 
to  Hull.  As  he  had  said,  they  devoted 
two  days  to  the  consideration  of  the 


measure,  and  they  were  not  reroonsible 
for  the  suspension  of  the  usual  Forms  of 
the  House.  Whatever  injury  was  done 
to  the  Forms  of  the  House,  the  House 
itself  had  done  with  its  eyes  open.  He 
would  add,  however,  that  a  vast  amount 
of  injury  would  be  done  if,  after  the 
Committee  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
they  bad,  solely  upon  the  merits  of  the 
case,  the  House  were  now  to  reject  the 
Bill.  If  the  House  decided  that  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  not  to  be  sus- 
pended, the  labours  of  the  Committee 
would  have  been  entirely  thrown  away. 

Mit.  PULESTON  said,  he  begged  his 
hon.  Friend's  pardon.  The  Committee 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
suspension  or  non  -  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders. 

Me.  THOROLD  ROGERS  said,  the 
Hou^e  had  decided  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  and  had  referred  the  Bill  to 
a  Committee;  and  that  Committee  now, 
in  accordance  with  the  reference  to  them, 
suggested  that  the  Standing  Orders 
might  be  further  suspended,  in  order 
that  the  Bill  might  pass  through  its 
financial  stages. 

Ur.  FULt:STON  said,  he  maintained 
that  the  Committee  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proposal  for  suspending  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THOROLD  ROOEUS  said,  he 
would  admit  that  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders  was  a  very  grave  pro- 
ceeding ;  but  this  was  a  very  peculiar 
emergency,  and  one  iu  which  the  House 
might  easily  concede  the  request  now 
made,  without  inflicting  any  great 
amount  of  injury  upon  the  regularity 
and  safety  of  their  proceedings.  All  he 
would  say  was  tbat  he  was  under  the 
impresaion— and  be  believed  it  was  the 
impression  of  the  entire  body  of  the 
Committee — that  it  was  fair  and  right 
to  give  this  important  undertaking  the 
chance  of  going  on.  The  Committee  had 
been  assured,  on  unquestionable  evi- 
dence, tbat  the  expenditure  of  the  sum 
now  asked  for  would  be  sufficient  to 
complete  the  railway  and  convert  it  into 
a  goiDg  concern,  turning  that  which  was 
at  the  present  moment  an  unprofitable 
and  unsuccessful  undertaking  into  one 
of  profit  and  success.  At  any  rate,  that 
was  the  view  taken  by  the  Committee. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House 
would  agree  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders,  and  allow  the  Bill  to  proceed. 
The  diffiouUies  which  had  b«en  stated  in 
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regard  to  the  coodaot  of  this  Bill  were 
Terj  oonsiderahle.  A  large  amount  of 
money  bad  been  laid  out,  and  the  auB- 
penaion  of  the  works  upon  the  railway 
would  necessitate,  if  not  the  final  aban- 
donment of  the  scheme,  a  considerable 
deterioration  of  property.  The  non-con- 
struction of  the  railway  would  be  most 
injurious  to  the  district  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  serve.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  railway  was  greatly  desired  by 
%  large  body  of  persons  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  locality;  and,  beyond 
that,  he  thought,  although  he  made  no 
charge  against  anybody,  for  he  had  no 
right  to  £  BO,  that  it  was  the  bunness  of 
the  Hoase  to  do  all  it  possibly  could  to 
assist  this  straggling  railway  in  com- 
peting with  larger  and  more  powerful 
Oompanies.  One  of  the  ^atest  dan- 
gers this  country  ran  was  in  the  mono- 
poly of  the  great  Railway  Companies, 
and  in  a  combination  among  a  few 
Oompanies  to  get  the  traffic  in  their  own 
hands.  They  did  not  always  succeed, 
eren  where  they  had  obtained  a  mono- 
poly, in  getting  all  the  f?ain  for  them- 
selves/for  one  of  the  leading  gentlemen 
connected  with  a  great  Huilway  Oom- 
pany  remarked  to  him  the  other  day 
that  he  belieTod  Bailway  Companies 
occupied  much  more  of  their  time  in 
spending  £5,  in  order  to  prevent  oom- 
petition.  than  in  earning  an  honest  sove- 
reign for  themselves.  He  thought  it 
was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  assist  in 
the  creation  of  independent  lines,  as  far 
as  possible,  and  not  to  throw  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  their  being  carried  out.  It 
was  true  that  there  had  been  a  great 
miscalculation  in  the  case  of  this  line, 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  the  scheme 
bad  proved  a  failure  ;  but,  for  all  that, 
it  was  most  desirable,  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  public,  that  the  project 
Bhould  be  rarried  into  effect. 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  said, 
he  wished  to  say  a  very  few  words  on 
thisveryimportantBill.  He  quite  agreed 
that,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  But 
the  Committee  which  sat  upon  this  Bill 
was  a  Hybrid  Committee,  and  he  pre- 
sumed that  fact  was  due  to  the  very 
peenliar  character  of  tiie  Bill,  it  having 
been  considered  by  the  House  that  the 
question  involved  in  the  meantre  de- 
served more  Berious  oonstdention  than 
Bills  vhidi  were  originally  suitto  a  Pri- 
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vate  Bill  Committee.  But  he,  forone,  was 
not  prepared  to  blink  the  great  question 
involved  in  the  Bill,  because  it  had  been 
proved  to  theCommittee,  even  by  thelead- 
iog  counsel  who  promoted  the  Bill.  He 
would  not  say  that  there  had  been  gross 
extravagance ;  but  there  had  been  very 
great  extraraganoe  in  the  oonetruction 
of  the  line.  It  was  a  highly  reeponnble 
matter  for  a  body  of  Directors,  like  those 
of  the  Hull  and  Bunsley  line,  having 
already  called  up  capital  to  the  amount 
of  £4,000,000  of  money,  not  to  take 
every  means  in  their  power  to  see  that 
the  works  they  had  undertaken  to  per- 
form for  a  certain  amonnt  of  mtmey 
were  carried  out.  He  was  not  gmng  to 
say  there  might  not  have  been  soma 
excuse,  but  hardly  for  the  great  mis- 
oalonliUions  they  had  made ;  nor  did  hs 
think,  under  the  circumstances,  they 
deserved  any  great  amount  of  sympathy. 
He  believed  the  line  might  have  bees 
constructed  at  a  far  lose  cost,  and  he 
only  mentioned  the  matter  beoause  he 
thought  it  was  right  that  the  House 
and  the  public  should  know  the  real 
state  of  the  facts,  and  especially  that 
the  shareholders,  who  had  subeeribed 
their  money  in  good  faith,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  capital  was 
fairly,  judiciously,  and  properly  ex- 
pended, should  know  what  the  position 
of  affairs  was.  That,  however,  was 
not  a  matter  with  which  the  Com- 
mittee had  anything  to  do.  What  tiiej 
had  to  deal  with  was  a  line  which  was 
very  nearly  completed.  When  the  main 
line  was  laid  down,  a  very  importaot 
communication  would  be  established  be* 
tween  one  great  centre  of  industry  and 
another,  and  he  presumed  that  Parliar- 
ment  had  originally  granted  the  under' 
taking  on  the  ground  that  it  was  to  be 
independent  of  other  lines.  That  was 
the  point  of  view  from  which  the  Com- 
mittee had  to  look  at  the  matter,  and 
they  had  also  to  consider  the  interests 
of  the  shareholders  themselves,  who,  if 
this  money  was  not  raised,  would,  in 
many  instances,  be  absolutely  ruined. 
The  Committee  took  into  Uieir  ooa< 
sideration  whether  it  was  right  that 
the  money  should  be  raised,  and.  if 
BO,  under  what  conditions  it  should 
be  raised?  They  did  not  agree  to 
the  Preamble  of  the  Bill,  nntil  tfaej 
had  framed  in  their  own  minds  what 
should  be  done,  aad  thev  insiated 
upon  certain  clauses  be^g  uumrted  ia 
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the  Bill,  by  means  of  which  important 
conditions  were  laid  down.  First  of 
all,  Uiey  provided  that  the  present 
debenture-holders  should  have  their 
money  repaid  in  full,  with  all  insterest, 
before  any  other  dividends  were  paid  ; 
and  they  further  provided  that  the  new 
shares  to  be  raised  on  Debentures  should 
rank  after  and  behind  the  £1,000,000  of 
Debentures  created  by  the  original 
aoheme.  That  was  the  first  condition  the 
Oommittee  imposed,  andhe  wasot  opinion 
that  their  intentions  were  very  well  car- 
ried out  by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  as 
they  now  stood.  The  second  condition 
"was  that  no  extension  to  Huddersfield 
and  Halifax  should  be  carried  out  until 
the  line  between  Bamsleyand  Hull  was 
absolutely  completed.  The  third  con- 
dition was  that  the  money  the  Company 
vere  authorized  to  raise  should  be  ex- 
pended in  completing  that  portion  of  the 
UDo,  BO  that  the  Company  should  be 
able  to  earn  something  towards  paying 
the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  con- 
struction of  one  portion  of  the  un- 
dertaking. At  any  rate,  until  that 
vas  done,  it  was  provided  that  no  extra 
expense  should  be  incurred.  They  had 
the  BsBuranoe  of  Mr.  Forbes  that  no 
extra  expense  ^ould  be  inimrred.  ["Oh, 
oh!"]  Reheard  murmurs ;  but  surely 
they  would  all  admit  thatMr.  Forbesknew 
how  to  make  a  pound  go  as  far  as  any 
man.  He  believed  the  only  interest  Mr. 
Forbes  had  in  becoming  a  Director  of 
the  line  was  to  see  that  it  should  be  put 
into  working  order,  which  was  one  of 
the  conditions  which  the  Committee  had 
imposed  upon  the  Company.  Having 
seen  that  these  three  proposals  were  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill,  the  Committee  thought 
it  right  to  pass  the  Preamble,  and  to 
ask  me  House  to  accept  the  Bill.  He 
was  not  surprised  at  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made.  He  had  made  some 
strong  remarks  himself,  but  it  was  an 
exceptional  case.  Ue  hoped  they  would 
never  have  another  ease  of  the  kind ;  and 
he  trusted  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
reoommendationof  the  Committee,  which 
they  themselves — a  perfectly  indepen- 
dent Oommittee,  who  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  line — ^had  agreed  to, 
and  that  they  would  allow  the  Bill  to 
pass  through  its  remaining  stages  that 
day. 

Mb.  CROPFEE  said,  that  although 
in  some  degree  he  agreed  with  the  re- 
marks which,  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 


and  gallant  Baronet  opposite  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot),  he  felt  bound  to 
support  the  the  views  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Devonport  (Mr.  Puleston).  He 
thought  the  Committee  had  given  powers 
to  this  Company  which  enabled  them  to 
break  the  ordinary  laws  and  rules  which 
had  been  long  established  in  regard  to 
railway  undertakings,  and,  especially, 
that  when  Debenture  Stock  was  issued 
it  should  represent  a  certain  amount 
of  the  ordinary  and  preference  shares 
which  had  gone  before  it.  If  Parliament 
consented  to  interfere  with  those  rules, 
what  would  be  the  result  ?  They  would 
inevitably  reduce  the  value  of  Deben- 
ture Stock,  and  prevent  it  from  having 
the  value  it  had  hitherto  invariably  pos- 
sessed with  the  public  of  the  country. 
They  were  calling  this  Stock  by  the  name 
of  Debenture  Stock,  whereas  it  pos- 
sessed a  totally  different  value  from  or- 
dinary Debenture  Stock.  They  called 
it  Debenture  Stock ;  but,  in  reality, 
it  was  simply  a  substitution  for  Prefer- 
ence stock.  He  would  be  one  of  the  last 
Members  of  that  House  to  interfere 
with  the  decision  of  a  Oommittee ;  but 
he  maintained  that  this  question  was 
not  intrusted  to  the  Oommittee,  and  that 
they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders. 
He  entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Devonport,  that  they  ought  to 
require  the  promoters  to  give  very  strong 
reasons  indeed  before  they  consented  to 
such  extraordinary  deviations  from  the 
rules  which  were  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  railways  generally.  He  had 
not  the  smallest  interest  in  this  rail- 
way, or  in  any  railway  remotely  con- 
nected or  concerned  in  the  matter.  He 
looked  merely  upon  the  question  as  one 
of  public  policy,  and  he  believed  the 
interests  of  the  public  would  be  best 
served  by  protecting  them,  he  would 
not  say  from  fraud,  or  fraudulent  pre- 
tences, but  from  the  issue  of  Stock  under 
a  misleading  name,  lest  it  should  be 
accepted  by  persons  too  thoughtless  to 
go  thoroughly  into  the  matter,  bnt  who 
would  find  tiltimately  that  what  were 
called  Debentures,  were  only  ordinary 
Preference  Stock  after  all. 

Sib  EGBERT  PEEL  said,  he  agreed 
that  the  matter  was  one  of  considerable 
importance,  and  that  it  was  one  in  which 
the  House  should  not  only  take  interest, 
but  should  proceed  to  legislate  upon 
with  caution.   He  put  it  to.the  Hojose 
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vhether,  in  asking  the  House  to  deal 
vith  hundreds  of  thou  sands  of  pounds, 
it  would  not  hare  been  only  fair  and 
right  for  tlie  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Wycombe  (Colonel  Gerard  Smith) 
himself  to  hare  explained  to  the  House 
vhat  the  circumstances  were  under  which 
he  came  to  Parliament  for  this  large 
sum  of  money?  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  Chairman  of  the  Company. 
He  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  thought  it  very 
irrfgular  for  the  Chairman  of  a  Com- 
pany to  submit  the  case  of  the  Company 
to  the  House.  But,  in  addition  to  being 
Oliairman  of  the  Company,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was  the  banker  of  the 
Company.  Being  both  Chairman  and 
banker  of  the  Company,  he  oame  there 
in  the  interests  of  a  particular  railway, 
proposing  to  deal  with  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  and  to  ask  the 
House  to  suspend  its  Standing  Orders, 
in  order  that  he— independent,  of  course, 
and  in  no  way  concerned  as  Chairman 
and  banker— should,  at  the  tail  end  of 
the  Session,  pass  this  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member  fur  Southwark  (Mr.  Thorold 
Sogers),  who  spoke  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  said  that  the  Committee 
were  unanimous  in  passing  the  Pre- 
amble of  the  Bill ;  but  it  would  not  be 
altogether  an  unprecedented  thing  for 
the  House  of  OommoDs  to  reject  the 
mumimons  decision  of  one  of  their  own 
Oommittees.  There  was  nothing  un- 
usual in  such  a  matter  whatever.  He 
i^oollected  himself,  many  years  ago, 
upsetting  the  third  reading  of  a  Bill 
which  had  paued  unanimously  through 
Committee,  and  which  had  cost  £30,00t) 
to  the  persons  promoting  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Southwark  said  that 
the  Company,  in  their  original  pro- 
spectus, had  greatly  miscalculated  the 
cost  of  the  line.  Now,  what  was  the 
original  prospectus  7  The  Hull  and 
Barusley  Bailway  and  Bocks  Company 
originally  proposed  to  make  a  line  50 
miles  in  length.  [Colonel  Gebabd  Smith  : , 
66  miles.]  Well,  66  miles.  That  almost 
made  the  case  worse.  They  had  not,  he 
believed,  completed  fi5  mUes ;  and  the 
ori^nal  sum  asked  for  as  capital,  and 
which  had  all  been  expended ,  was 
£4,000,000— £8,000,000  of  Stock,  and 
£1,000.000  of  Btbentures.  Now,  he  did 
not  say  there  had  been  any  fraud  in  the 
matter ;  but  he  did  say  that  tJtiere  had 
been  an  attempt  to  deceive  tiie  public, 
and  to  induce  them  to  invest  in  a  oon- 


oem  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  rotten 

at  the  very  core  of  it.  He  was  speaking 
from  information  which  had  been  placed 
in  his' hands,  and  which  he  had  been 
requested  to  submit  to  the  House, 
baring  no  interest  himseli  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  was  told  that,  in  the  original 
prospectus,  the  capital  was  fixed  at 
£4,000,000;  but  that  the  Company  let 
the  works  for  the  construction  of  66  miles 
of  line  for  something  like  £2,700,000. 
For  that  sum,  both  the  railway  and  the 
docks  were  to  be  completed.  It  was  not 
intended  that  the  equipment  of  the  line 
was  to  be  completed  fur  that  sum ;  but 
£i,700,000  was  the  amount  at  which 
the  works  were  let,  and  for  which  they 
were  to  be  completed.  [Colonel  Gxbabd 
Smith  said,  the  right  Hon.  Baronet  was 
altogether  in  error.]  He  ^ould  like  to 
be  informed  in  what  way  he  was  in 
error?  There  had  been  no  statement 
from  the  Chairman  and  banker  of  the 
Company;  and,  instead  of  getting  up  and 
saying  that  he  (Sir  Bobert  Peel]  was 
completely  in  error,  it  would  be  better 
for  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  rise 
in  his  place  and  state  what  all  the 
circumstances  were.  He  had  seen  the 
original  prospectus,  and  he  would  defy 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  say  that 
the  sum  of  £2,700,000  was  not  the 
amount  at  which  the  works  were  let^ 
and  for  which  they  were  to  be  com- 
pleted, except  in  regard  to  their  equip- 
ment. [Colonel  Geeabjd  Smith  said,  he 
would  only  repeat  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  in  error.]  If  he  was  in 
error  on  that  point,  he  was  not  in  errw 
in  what  he  was  about  to  say — namcJy, 
that  this  railway  never  had  been  com- 
pleted. It  was  not  completed  in  January 
in  this  year.  This  same  Company  tried 
to  raise  £3,000,000  at  4  per  cent,  osten- 
sibly for  making  a  line  from  Halifax  to 
Huddersfield,  but,  in  reality,  as  he  was 
informed  by  those  who  had  invested 
their  money  in  the  Company,  to  com- 

Slete  the  original  line  and  ducks.  The 
ompany,  however,  of  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  was  Chairman  and 
banker,  were  not  to  be  put  aside  by  one 
failure.  Of  course,  the  banker  and 
Chairman  of  the  Company  knew  better 
than  that;  and,  therefore,  immediately 
afterwards  the  same  Company  tried  to 
issue  Preference  Stock  to  the  extent  of 
£1,300.000  at  4  per  cent.  The  share- 
holders at  once  said — "  That  will  not  do 
at  all; "  and,  consequently,  that  scheme 
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of  the  Chainnan  and  banker  was  with- 
dravn.  Therefore,  there  had  been  two 
failnrea  in  the  course  of  the  present  year 
to  raise  money.  But  that  was  not  all.  In 
the  month  of  June  in  this  year  a  third 
attempt  was  made  by  the  Company,  of 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Uember  was 
Chairman  and  banker,  to  raise  £  1,800,000 
at  5  per  oent— at  £85.  That  also  failed ; 
and  those  three  attempts  to  raise  money 
in  the  present  year  had  been  entirely 
nnsnoeessful.  what  would  the  House 
suppose  was  the  actual  amount  sub- 
8oribed7  There  was  only  £7S,000  ap- 
plied for;  and  in  June  last  the  Company 
issued  an  annonncement  that  it  would 
require  £2,016,000  to  complete  the 
oriKiDal  railway  of  66  miles  between 
Hull  and  Barnsley,  together  with  the 
doekfl,  and  yet  there  was  an  attempt 
now  to  induce  the  House  of  Commons  to 
believe  that,  by  the  present  proposal, 
£I,50U,000  of  Debenture  Stock  would 
be  sufficient  to  complete  and  equip  the 
line.  At  any  rate,  that  was  the  state- 
ment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South- 
wark  (Mr.  Thorold  Bogers).  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  £1,500,U00  would  be 
sufficient  to  complete  the  railway  and 
docks,  and  all  he  (Sir  Bobert  Feel) 
oould  say  was,  that  in  the  announce- 
ment made  in  June  last  it  was  clearly 
stated  that  £2,016,000  were  required  to 
complete  it.  Of  course,  he  did  not  say 
in  that  House  that  there  was  anything 
nnd^iand,  or  suspioioua,  or  dishonest 
in  this  transaction ;  but  all  he  would  say 
in  the  interosta  of  the  public— and  he 
had  nobody  else  to  consider  in  the  mat- 
ter— was,  thAt  where  they  were  dealing 
with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds, 
where  they  were  asking  the  publio  to 
subscribe  to  a  concern  which  he  main- 
tained, without  fear  of  contradiction, 
would  not  bear  the  light  of  day,  the  hon, 
and  gallant  Q-entleman,  who  was  Chair- 
man and  banker  of  the  Company,  was 
bound  to  get  up  and  state  to  the  House 
what  were  the  grounds  for  the  extra- 
ordinary proceeding  he  was  desirous  of 
inducing  the  House  of  Commons  to  take 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  a  Bill  in 
which  he  was  himself  bo  directly  and 
primarily  interested. 

OoxxuiXL  a£KABD  SMITH  said,  he 
rose  to  answer  the  appeal  which  had 
been  made  to  htm  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Beronport  (Mr.  Puleston)  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  Bobert 
Feel).   The  hon.  Member  for  De7on|K>rt 


(Mr.  Puleston)  said  he  thought  that  be 
(Colonel  Gerard  Smith)  ought  to  have 
given  some  reason  why  the  Motion 
had  been  placed  on  the  Paper.  As 
far  as  concerned  the  gener^  course 
of  procedure  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House,  he  could  only 
say  that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  had, 
in  the  first  instance,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  communicated  with  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means.   No  Motion 
for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders  could  be  made  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman.  Now, 
the  Chairman  of         and  Means  had 
already  given  to  the  House  what  he  (Co- 
lonel Gerard  Smith)  thought  were  ex- 
cellent reasons  why  the  Standing  Orders 
should  be  suspended  and  facilities  given 
for  the  introduction  and  passing  oi  this 
Bill.  The  most  prominent  ground  given 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  imd  Means 
was  that  the  state  of  affairs  had  become 
such  that,  at  present,  from  d,000  to  6,t00 
men,  either  had  been,  or  were  about  to 
be,  discharged  and  turaed  out  of  em- 
ployment, thereby  creating  a  consider- 
able amount  of  distress.    'I'he  same  rea- 
sons held  good  at  the  present  moment. 
The  men  had,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  been 
discharged,  and  he  regretted  to  say  that, 
unless  they  could  be  re-employed,  there 
was  every  prospect  ih&t  a  considerable 
amount  of  distress  would  be  brought 
about  in  the  locality.   He  trusted  that 
it  would  not  be  of  lon^oontinaance ;  but, 
nevertheless,  the  fact  remained  that  a 
very  large  number  of  labourist  men 
had  actually  been  discha^ed.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  asked  wh^  the 
provisions  now  asked  for  were  not  inoor- 
poratttd  in  the  omnibus  Bill  which  the 
Company  had  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Seesion  ? 
The  reason  why  they  were  not  so  in- 
corporated was  that  at  the  time  the 
former  Bill  was  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment and  the  plans  deposited — namely, 
in  the  monUi  of  November  last — the 
Company  were  busily  engaged  in  en- 
deavouring to  raise  money,  in  the  belief 
that  the  powers  they  then  possessed  were 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  obtain  ade- 
quate capital  for  the  completion  of  the 
works,    tinder  those  circumstances,  he 
certainly  would  not  have  been  a  party 
to  putting  the  proviuone,  now  son^t  to 
be  obtained,  in  the  omnibus  BiU  to 
which  reference  had  been  made,  because 
it  was  perfectly  obvious  that  the  Oom- 
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mittee  which  sat  on  the  Bill,  and  eren 
the  House  itself,  would  hare  declined 
to  sancHon  encfa  exceptional  proTisions 
unless  the  Company  could  show  that  they 
had  exhausted  every  other  means  of 
obtaining  the  capital  wbicfa  the  Legisla- 
ture had  placedat  tbeirdisposal.  There- 
fore, it  had  become  necessary  for  the 
Company,  in  the  first  instauce,  with  re- 
gard to  other  and  more  general  arrange- 
ments, to  deposit  a  Bill  which  was 
nothing  more  than  an  omnibus  Bill, 
containing  no  proviaion  whatever  for 
raising  fresh  capital.  That  was  his  an- 
swer to  the  question  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Devonport  had  put.  In  regard 
to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Baronet  the  Member  for  West  Sussex 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  in  reference 
to  the  extravagance  of  the  Company, 
he  was,  of  course,  aware  that  they  were 
open  to  that  charge.  He  could  only  say 
that,  in  the  construction  <^  this  great 
public  work,  he  and  his  coUe^nes  had 
turned  their  constant  attention  to  the 
most  economicsl  mode  of  proceeding 
with  it.  The  cost  of  the  work  had  been 
very  largely  increased  by  expenses 
which  were  altogether  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  Company's  engineers.  The 
foundations  of  the  work  and  the  soil 
that  had  to  be  out  through  proved 
harder  than  they  thought  even  possible, 
and  there  were  accidents  at  the  docks 
of  a  very  serious  character,  infolving, 
in  one  instanoe  alone,  an  extra  cost  of 
more  than  £100,000.  He  could  only 
say  tikat,  although,  looking  back  on  the 
matter  now,  he  thought  the  original 
•atimate  adopted  was  too  low,  he  could 
not  fairly  acknowledge  any  other  fault 
with  reference  to  the  price  of  the  work 
tiian  this — ^that  he  ana  his  colleagues 
had  endeavoured  to  do  £5,600,000  worth 
of  work  for  £4,000,000  of  money.  He 
thought  that  was  a  great  mistake ;  but 
he  knew  that  the  promoters  had  cut 
down  the  estimates  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible point,  in  order  that  Parliament 
might  not  be  influenced  by  any  charge 
of  extravagance  in  the  estimates  in  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill.  In  regard  to 
the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Huntingdon  (Sir  Bobert 
Feel),  of  oooree,  it  was  not  possible  for 
him  (Colonel  Gerard  Smith)  to  go  into 
all  the  provisions  of  the  Compan^s  con- 
tracts in  that  House  ;  but  he  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  re- 
gard to  the  assertion  that  the  Torka 

Qohita  Omtrit  J^mitk 


were  let  for  £3,700,000,  withoni  know- 
ing upon  what  information  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  based  bis  remarks,  that  they 
were  very  wide  of  the  mark.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  made  some  stanctures 
upon  his  (Colonel  Gerard  Smith's)  posi- 
tion as  Chairman  and  banker  of  the 
Company;  but  he  felt  certain  the  House 
would  feel  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
had  entered  into  the  undertaking  solely 
from  a  desire  to  do  their  best  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public.  The  House  would 
remember  that  they  had  approached  this 
scheme  without  any  previous  experience 
in  railway  matters.  If  they  had  been, 
in  the  outset  of  the  undertaking,  able 
to  have  obtained  the  valuable  advice 
they  now  bad,  it  was  probable  that  many 
of  the  errors  th^  had  committed  would 
have  been  av(nded,  and  that  they  would 
not  hare  been  compelled  to  ask  the 
House  for  the  assistance  they  were  ap> 
plying  for  that  day.  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  allow  him  to  assure 
the  House  that,  owing  to  the  advice  and 
experience  which  he  and  hia  colleagues 
had  now  obtained,  they  would  be  able 
to  carry  on  the  works  with  due  economy, 
and  to  finish  them  within  the  sum  pro* 
posed  to  be  raised  by  the  present  Bill. 
It  was  also  quite  true  that,  some  time 
ago,  the  estimate  for  the  completion  <^ 
the  works  was  larger  than  the  sum  now 
asked  for.  That  was  because  he  (Colonel 
Gerard  Smith),  with  his  experience,  did 
not  think  they  could  be  finished  for  less ; 
but  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Swarbriok,  who 
had  now  oome  to  the  aid  of  the  IMrec- 
tors,  and  who  possessed  far  more  prac- 
tical knowledge,  were  of  opinioa  that 
they  could  be  finished  for  the  sum  whidi 
had  been  inserted  in  the  Bill.  He  was 
quite  content  to  accept  the  ojHoion  iA 
those  genilemea  upon  that  point;  and 
he  was  sure  the  House  would  rely,  as 
he  himself  had  relied,  upon  their  judg- 
ment and  knowledge  of  railway  affairs. 
He  did  not  suppose  that  the  House 
would  deeire  that  he  should  detain  them 
any  further.  He  would  only  add  tiist 
be  trusted,  after  the  Committee  had  de- 
voted two  days  to  the  careful  inveetiga* 
tiott  of  the  Bill,  the  House  itself  would 
not,  at  the  last  moment,  and  upon 
grounds  which  had  already  been  fully 
discussed  in  the  House  and  adjudicated 
upon  by  the  Committee,  withhold  from 
the  Company,  whose  faults  were  really 
due  to  inexperience,  the  &eilities  which 
were  neeessaiy  for  tiie  eompletion  d 
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the  nndertaking.  He  did  not  ask  that 
those  facilities  should  be  given  out  of 
sympathy  for  the  Company,  but  in  the 
interests  of  tlie  public  at  large,  to  whom 
this  vork,  when  completed,  would  be  of 
the  utmost  importance. 

LoED  EAJTDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  thought  the  House  would  be 
rather  struck  by  the  admissions  made 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down  (Colonel  Gerard  Smith); 
but  he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  come  to  a  decision  upon 
the  matter  without  some  guidance  from 
the  Treasury  Bench,  and  especially  from 
the  right  hon.  Qeotleman  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  f  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain), who  was  the  offleial  guardian  not 
only  of  tiie  railway  interests,  but  of  the 
public  in  general.  Now,  what  was  the 
admission  of  the  hon,  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman who  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
pany ?  He  had  said,  over  and  orer 
again,  that  the  difficulties  the  Directors 
of  the  Company  had  got  into  were  owing 
to  their  inexperience  in  railway  matters. 
"Owing  to  my  inexperience,"  said  the 
hon.  and  gallant  GentlemaQ,  "I  said 
that  certain  sums  of  money  were  re- 

? aired  for  the  completion  of  the  line,  and 
found,  on  experience,  that  far  lai^er 
Bums  were  required."  Was  not  that  a 
complete  admission  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  repre- 
sented the  Board  of  Directors,  that  wey 
had  been,  up  to  the  present  moment, 
perfectly  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the 
dntieB  they  had  undertaken  to  discharge 
in  eonneotioa  with  the  Company  ?  That 
was  a  strong  admission ;  but  what  were 
the  real  facta  of  the  case  ?  This  was  a 
very  late  period  of  the  Session  to  bring 
in  we  Bill ;  and  he  thought  it  was  a  thou- 
sand pities  that,  if  the  Company  wanted 
to  get  the  decision  of  Favliameot,  they 
had  not  come  much  earlier,  when  the 
whole  attention  of  the  House  might 
have  been  given  to  the  question,  and  not 
have  waited  until  the  House  was  about 
to  be  prorogued. 

OoLoiTEL  GERARD  SMITH  said,  that 
not  a  day  had  been  lost  in  coming  to 
Parliament  the  moment  the  attempt  to 
raise  Preference  Stock  had  resulted  un- 
favourably. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  OHUBOHILL 
said,  he  thought  that  if  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  had  not  been  ao  com- 
pletely deluded,  and  devoid  of  all  expe- 
jcioice  ia  railvay  matters,  he  would  have ! 


known  that  the  Preference  Stock  the 
Company  had  tried  to  issue  would  never 
be  taken  by  the  public,  and  he  would 
then  have  come  to  Parliament  much 
earlier.  But  what  was  the  state  of  the 
case  ?  The  Company  asked  Parliament 
to  grant  the  issue  of  £1,500,000  worth 
of  Debenture  Stock.  Now,  Debenture 
Stock  was  very  peculiar.  It  was  Stock 
which  trustees  might  invest  in,  and  if 
the  House  allowed  a  Company  to  issue 
these  Debentures,  it  would  aUow  them 
to  have  command  of  a  source  of 
capital  which  otherwise  they  could  not 
attract.  He  thought  the  House  might 
judge  of  the  soundness  of  the  concern 
by  the  failure  of  the  Company  to  issue 
tiieir  Preference  Stock.  They  had  not 
been  able  to  do  bo,  althongh  they  had 
offered  it  to  the  public  on  wonderfully 
favourable  terms— £85  for£tOO  worth  of 
Stock,  at  5  per  cent.  This  was  the  offer 
they  had  made  to  the  public — this  bril- 
liant and  going  concern — and  the  public, 
instead  of  subscribing,  only  took  up 
£75,000.  The  Company  knew  well  that 
they  were  not  able  to  ^et  more  money 
from  the  ordinary  investing  public,  and 
they  asked  the  House  to  allow  them  to 
issue  this  enormous  amount  of  Debenture 
Stock,  so  that  they  might  be  able  to  get 
holdofmoneynowheldin trust.  Thatwaa 
a  matter  in  regard  to  which  Parliament 
ought  to  exercise  special  and  extraordi- 
nary precautions.  He  wished  to  knov 
if  sum  an  offer  had  ever  before  been 
sanctioned  ?  In  the  first  place,  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  Parliamentary  procedure 
were  against  the  Company.  They  had 
£3,000,000  of  original  Stock,  and 
£1,000,000  of  Debentures,  already  is- 
sued. That  was  within  the  ordiuaiy 
Rules  and  Standing  Orders  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  now  the  Company  came  to 
Parliament  and  asked  them  to  suspend 
the  ordinary  rules  of  procedure  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  reference  to  rail- 
ways, in  order  to  allow  the  Company  to 
issue  £1,500,000  worth  more  of  Deben- 
ture Stock,  which  would  bring  the  De- 
benture Stock  to  within  £500,000  of  the 
ordinary  Stock ;  and  what  ground  was 
there  for  believing  that  there  was  any 
hope  of  the  concern  being  finished,  even 
if  Parliament  allowed  uiis  sum  to  be 
raised  ?  If  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber was  successful  in  getting  Parliament 
to  take  this  step,  he  would  have  to  issue 
his  £1,500,000  worth  of  Debentures  at 
I  a  discount,  and,  eonseqneu^y,  he  would 
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not  get  the  fall  sam  of  £1,500,000 ;  and 
^et  he  said  that  he  wanted  £1,500,000 
in  order  to  complete  the  line.  Even  if 
Parliament  allowed  the  issue  of  these 
Debentures,  they  would  be  obliged  to 
be  issued  at  a  discount.  The  argument 
was,  that  if  Parliament  did  not  allow 
the  Company  to  issue  this  Stock,  they 
would  never  be  able  to  complete  the  line ; 
and  OTOn  if  they  were  permitted  to  issue 
it,  it  appeared  to  be  quite  evident  that 
they  would  hare  to  come  again  next 
year,  and  ask  for  another  £500,000,  or 
£1,000,000,  of  Debenture  Stock  for  the 
completion  of  the  work.  What  would 
be  the  position  of  Parliament  then  ?  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  one  of  the  worst 
cases  that  could  be  brought  before  the 
House  for  a  relaxation  of  the  ordinary 
liules  of  the  Houee.  They  had  a  Com- 
pany, whose  financial  management  had 
been  an  utter  failure  ;  and  yut  an  appeal 
^as  to  be  made  to  the  public  to  place 
confidence  in  them  again.  But  the  ap- 
plication went  still  further,  because  it 
involved  the  sanction  of  Parliament  to 
the  withdrawal  of  trust  money,  and  the 
Company  said — "If  you  will  not  allow 
us  to  do  that,  tbis  line  will  be  altogether 
nsolesB  to  tlie  public."  He  maintained 
that  no  ease  as  bad  as  this  had  ever  been 
presented  to  Parliament.  The  promoters 
bad  utt«'ly  failed  to  carry  out  their 
^cheme  aa  it  was  originally  promoted. 
Then  why  not  follow  the  ordinary  course? 
Hitherto,  when  a  scheme  of  this  nature 
had  been  put  forward,  and  the  promoters 
broke  down  after  having  completed  a 
certain  portion  of  the  wurk,  somebody 
else  stepped  in  and  wound  up  the  con- 
cern; and  instead  of  the  money  already 
expended  being  lost  to  the  public,  as 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Wy- 
combe (Colonel  Gerard  Smith)  attempted 
to  make  out,  the  only  persons  who  were 
lost  were  the  Directors  ;  and  ho,  for  one, 
could  not  see  why  Parliaaient,  for  the 
sake  of  ooveriDg  and  protecting  the 
Directors  of  tbia  Company,  should  allow 
them  to  make  an  extraordinary  bargain, 
it  was  said  that  the  Committee  which 
had  investigated  the  Bill  aat  for  two 
days.  He  must  say  that,  oonsidering 
the  peculiar  ciroumstances  of  the  line, 
its  extraordinary  history  and  demands, 
two  days  by  no  means  constituted  a 
very  long  and  searching  investigation 
into  the  financial  position  of  the  Com- 
pany. Everybody  knew  what  happened 
when  it  was  proposed  to  appoint  a  Com- 


mittee  in  the  last  few  days  of  the  Ses- 
sioD.  There  was  great  difficulty  in 
getting  a  Committee  together  at  all,  and 
as  soon  as  they  met,  they  were  desirous 
of  getting  away  agun.  He,  therefore, 
did  not  think  that  there  was  anything 
of  importance  in  the  fact  that  tiiis 
Committee  had  come  to  an  unanimous 
conclusion.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Preddent  of  &e  Board 
of  l^de  would  remember  that  the 
interesta  of  the  public  were  to  be 
conridered  as  w^  as  those  of  the 
Railway  Company.  It  was  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  that  this  railway  should  be  com- 
pleted by  the  present  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, and  he  hoped  that  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  would  remember  that  the 
source  of  money  which  the  Directors 
now  proposed  to  utilize  were  in  all  pro- 
bability of  a  trust  character,  in  dealiog 
with  which  Parliament  ought  to  be  most 
chary.  , 

Mb.  CHAMBEKLAIK  said,  he  was 
always  somewhat  chary  in  offering  ad- 
vice with  regard  to  Private  Bills;  but 
after  the  appeal  which  had  been  made 
by  the  noble  Lurd  opposite  (Lord  Ban- 
dolph  Churchill),  he  felt  it  was  only  right 
to  sa^  a  few  words  upon  the  matter. 
The  issue  before  the  House  was  a  very 
simple  one.  The  facts  lay  in  a  nutshell. 
The  Company  having  expended  a  large 
sum— £4,000,000  of  moaey — found  that 
its  original  estimates  were  altogether  too 
low,  aud  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
complete  worlu  without  an  additional 
sum,  now  calculated  at  £1,500,000.  The 
noble  Lord,  who  had  been  very  severe 
upon  hie  (Mr.  Chamberlain's)  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  Wycombe 
(Colonel  Gerard  Smith)  and  the  other 
Directors  of  the  Company,  now  alleged 
that  they  had  displayed  an  utter  inuapa- 
city  of  management.  [Lord  Bandolfh 
Chtjbchill  :  That  was  their  own  admis* 
sioo.]  He  did  not  admit  the  admission. 
The  noble  Lord  seemed  to  think  that 
the  Directors  were  convicted  of  incapa- 
city  by  their  admission  that  the  estimates 
had  been  exceeded.  All  that  he  (Mr. 
Chamberlain)  ootild  say  was,  that  he  had 
had  a  good  deal  of  experience  as  to  rail- 
way speculations,  and  he  did  not  know 
of  a  single  case  in  which  the  original  e^- 
mates  had  not  been  exceeded ;  and  if  the 
Directors  were  to  be  accused  of  incapacity 
becaiue  the  original  estimates  had  beea 
exceeded,  he  bought  there  were  veiy 
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few  indeed  who  would  escape  oondem- 
natioa.  At  all  erents,  a  mlBtake  had 
been  made.  Nobody  would  deny  that 
this  sam  of  £1,500,000  was  necessary 
in  order  that  the  works  might  be  com- 
pleted, and  nobody  deoiwl  that  the 
Company  had  tried,  with  their  ezistinK 
powers,  to  raise  the  money,  but  had 
failed  to  do  bo  ;  and  unless  they  could 
create  some  kind  of  preference  secuitties, 
which  would  stand  better  in  the  market 
than  their  ordinary  Preference  Stock, the 
works  would  have  to  be  brought  to  a 
standstill.  The  first  point  he  would 
suggest  was  that  they  were  not  asked  to 
authorize  the  raising  of  any  additional 
sum  of  money,  but  merely  to  substitute 
one  form  of  security  for  another.  The 
Bill  had  been  sent  to  a  very  strong  Hy- 
brid Oommittee,  aod  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Bill  were  unanimously 
adopted  by  that  Committee  after  careful 
inquiry,  and  after  takiog  care  to  secure 
the  insertion  of  proTtsions  which  should 

fuaxd  the  ezititiog  interesta  of  the  de- 
enture  and  preference  -  hclders.  He 
was  also  authorized  to  say  that  the 
matter  had  been  under  the  considera- 
tion, of  the  Chairman  of  Waye  and 
Ueans,  who  had  approached  the  subject 
originally  with  something  of  a  hostile 
prejudice  against  the  proposal ;  but, 
after  giving  to  all  the  bodies  concerned 
hie  careful  consideration,  he  had  arrived 
at  a  strong  opinion  in  favour  of  allow- 
ing the  Bill  to  go  forward,  and  had ; 
asked  him  (M.r.  Chamberlain)  to  ex- 
press that  opinion.  Now,  what  were 
the  objections  that  were  urged  ?  In 
the  first  place,  it  would  appear  to  be 
that  the  matter  almost  entirely  concerned 
the  existing  shareholders,  and  the  pre- 
ference-holders on  the  line.  The  objec- 
tions came,  as  far  as  he  understood, 
from  shareholders  representing  only 
£30,000  of  Stock  out  of  a  total  capital 
of  £;),000,000.  It  would  therefore  be 
found,  practically,  that  there  was  a 
large  majority  of  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  creation  of  this  Preference  Stock. 
He  thought  nothing  of  the  technical 
objection  which  had  been  taken  to  the 
wholesale  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Devon- 
port  (Mr.  Puleaton).  There  was,  he 
believed,  a  large  number  of  precedents 
for  a  similar  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders,  and  also  important  precedents 
for  the  creation  of  Preference  Stock  in 
the  manner  contemplated  by  the  ;preBent 


Bill.  He  might  refer  to  the  case  of  the 
East  London  Hailway  Bill,  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Hythe 
(Sir  Edward  Watkin)  was  successful  in 
inducing  the  House  to  pass. 

LofiB  BAJf DOLPH  CHUBOHHiL : 
The  East  London  Idne  never  paid  any 
dividend  kt  all. 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN  said,  that 
might  be  so ;  but  he  was  only  quoting 
it  as  a  precedent  to  show  that  these 
powers  had  already  been  conceded  in 
another  case.  When  the  noble  Lord 
said  the  East  London  Bailway  never 
paid  any  dividend,  he  did  not  think  that 
there  would  be  very  much  difference  be- 
tireeu  that  case  and  the  present.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther, in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  Stock 
of  the  HuU  and  Bamsley  Railway,  any 
dividend  would  ever  be  paid,  or,  at  any 
rato,  within  a  short  period.  That,  how- 
ever, was  a  question  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  creation  of  this  Prefer- 
ence Stock.  A  more  serious  objection 
was  one  which  was  taken  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  when  he  said  tiiat,  hy  this 
proposal,  the  ;u(Ui- sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment was  given  to  a  security  in  which 
many  innocent  persons  might  be  induced 
to  invest,  but  which,  at  the  seune  time, 
was  one  of  doubtful  value.  Against 
that  objection  must  be  put  the  consider- 
ation that,  unless  the  present  proposal 
was  sanctioned,  the  interests  of  persons 
who  had  already  invested,  both  in  the 
original  Shares  and  in  the  Preference 
Stock,  would  be  seriously  damaged.  If 
the  House  refused  to  pass  the  Bill,  and 
the  money  was  not  raised,  the  firat^^re- 
Bult  would  be,  as  the  House  had  already 
been  informed,  that  6,000  men  would  be 
turned  out  of  employment,  which  would 
be  a  very  serious  thing  at  a  moment  of 
general  depression  hke  the  present. 
What  would  also  happen  would  be  that 
the  worlu  would  be  rendered  practically 
valueless.  All  the  enormoiw  expendi- 
ture already  incurred  would  be  thrown 
away,  and  it  appeared  to  him  possible 
that  this  great  undertaking,  which,  after 
all,  was  a  public  work  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  district  in  which  it  was 
proposed  to  be  established,  would  be- 
come a  prey  to  any  competing  line  which 
might  have  an  interest  in  obtaining  pos- 
session of  it.  Therefore,  having  regard 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
as  far  as  his  personal  rote  went,  he 
should  cvrlainly  support  tiie  reoommen- 
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dation  of  the  Oommittee,  and  the  bqb- 
peoBion  of  the  Standiod^  Orders. 

Mb.  UAOFABLANE  said,  that  as 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Oommittee 
which  had  investigated  the  facts  of  the 
case,  he  wished  to  put  before  the  House 
the  issue  wluoh  was  raised  before  the 
Committee.  It  was,  whether  the  exist- 
ing undertaking  should  be  practically 
extinguished  by  the  exhaustion  of  the 
money  already  expended,  and  the 
amount  of  objection  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  consisting  of  five 
ehareholders  who  represented  £30,000, 
out  of  a  capital  of  £3,000,000?  The 
Committee  felt  that  that  was  a  very 
small  minority  of  the  shareholders ;  and 
they  were,  moreover,  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  the  objecting  persons  did 
not  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Company 
called  for  the  purpose  of  approving  the 
Bill,  because  they  knew  that  they  would 
be  swamped.  That  was  a  very  candid 
admission  that  they  did  not  represent 
the  opinion  of  the  shareholders  of  the 
Company  generally.  As  to  the  question 
of  the  miscalculation  in  the  original 
estimates,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
told  the  House  that  probably  no  Direc- 
tors were  ever  free  ftom  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  have  added  that 
no  private  individual  waa  free  from 
it  also,  for  he  (Mr.  Macfarlane)  was 
quite  sure  that  most  people  who  had 
ever  had  anything  to  do  with  estimates 
for  building  or  other  purposes,  had 
invariably  found  that  they  were  wrong 
to  the  extent  of  50  percent.  Therefore, 
that  argument  would  have  no  weight. 
The  issue  was  a  very  simple  one — 
namely,  whether  the  House  would 
suspend  its  Standing  Orders  ?  And  ho 
maintained  that  that  question  was  de- 
cided when  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  the 
Select  Oommittee  themselves  were  unani- 
mous in  the  decision  they  had  arrived 
at.  But  the  issue  really  was,  whether 
this  undertaking  should  be  sacrificed? 
It  came  out  incidentaUy  in  the  inquiry 
before  the  Committee,  that  the  re^ 
motive  of  the  opposition  was  that  the 
undertaking  might  be  strangled,  and 
thus  be  thrown  into  the  arms  of  one  of 
the  large  Compames.  He  had  himself 
put  that  question  distinctly  to  one  of  the 
witnesses,  and  had  pointed  out  that  un- 
less something  of  that  kind  were  con- 
templated, the  whole  of  the  money 

Mr,  ChambtrUim 


expended  so  far  would  be  lost.  He  had 
no  interest  whatever  in  theee  works; 
but  he  was  told  by  this  particular  wit- 
ness that  the  money  expended  would 
not  be  altogether  wasted,  because  the 
Midland  Bailway  Company  were  quite 
willing  to  take  over  the  property.  That 
admission  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  strangle  this  small 
concern — very  small  as  compared  with 
the  great  lines ;  and.  in  the  interests  of 
the  public,  he  thought  it  was  desirable 
that  those  who  were  promoting  the 
undertaking  should  be  protected.  The 
country  was  suffering  at  this  moment 
from  the  process  of  railway  strangula- 
tion adopted  by  two  or  three  of  the 
great  lines,  who  thought  that  the  sooner 
they  were  allowed  to  absorb  all  the 
smaller  ones,  the  better.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  induced,  on  any 
technical  ground  whatever  in  referenoe 
to  these  Standing  Orders,  to  set  aside 
the  decision  of  the  Oommittee,  unani- 
mously adopted  only  a  few  dava  ago. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BABTXELOT 
said,  that  he  had  mentioned  in  his  re- 
marks the  name  of  Mr.  Forbes ;  and  he 
wished  to  say  that  that  gentleman  had 
only  just  joined  the  Board,  and  that  he 
had  had  no  connection  with  the  line 
until  two  or  three  months  ago. 

Me.  TOMLINSON  eaid,  that  he  had 
no  personal  interest  in  the  matter ;  but 
his  attention  having  been  called  to  the 
character  of  the  Bill,  he  had  examined 
it  carefully.  The  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
was  this.  It  appeared  to  him  that  not 
only  the  Committee  who  sat  upon  the 
Bill,  but  also  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
had  missed  the  real  point  whiuh  ought 
to  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House — namely,  whether  they  ought  to 
allow  to  this  Company  borrowing  powers 
to  the  extent  now  asked  for ;  that  was, 
whether  they  ought  to  allow  the  Com- 
pany to  raise  money  by  borrowing  in 
excess  of  the  powers  which  Parliament 
ordinarily  allowed  ?  He  understood  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  say 
that  a  similar  case  had  occurred  some- 
where or  other  ;  but,  be  that  as  it  might, 
he  thought  they  ought  to  be  most  re- 
luctant to  allow  the  borrowing  powers 
of  any  Bailway  Company  to  exceed  the 
due  proportion  of  their  share  capitid. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  described  the  stock  proposed  to  be 
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issnod  as  Preference  Stock.  It  vaa  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  It  was  not  Prefer- 
ence Stock  at  all.  It  was  Debenture 
Stock,  constituting  part  of  the  loan  capi- 
tal of  the  Company,  and  carrying  with  it 
the  right  on  the  part  of  the  holders  to 
pat  in  a  Beceiver,  if  the  Company  failed 
to  meet  tae  interest  as  it  fell  dae.  He 
mentioned  that  to  show  that  it  was  not 
in  any  sense  part  of  the  share  capital. 
It  was  a  mor^^age  on  the  concern,  to 
a  limited  extent— namely,  for  securing 
the  inteieat  on  the  money  raiBed.  The 
importance  of  the  matter  was,  that  by 
relaxing  the  Bulealaid  dovn  by  Parlia- 
ment in  reference  to  borrowing  powers, 
they  were  really  weakening  the  value  of 
eecnritiee  whioh  were  open  to  trustees  to 
invest  in,  as  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  'Woodstock  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  had  pointed  out.  He  thought 
Parliament  ought  to  be  most  cautious 
before  it  did  anything  to  diminish  the 
▼aloe  of  sQch  security  in  the  market, 
and  for  that  reason  he  should  oppose 
tile  Motion, 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  82  ;  Noes 
31 :  Majority  51.— (Div.List,  No.  196.) 

Bill  »tuider0d. 

Orisr»d,  That  Standing  Orders  207, 
223,  and  24-3  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  peugd. 
QUESTION. 


PEACE  PRESERVATION  (IRELAND)  ACT, 

1881-POUCE  HUT  AT  RATIIGORMAC. 

Me.  LEAMY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  police  hnt  was  erected  in  the 
parish  of  Bathgormac,  county  of  Water- 
ford,  over  three  years  ago,  in  a  district 
in  which  not  a  single  outrage  was  com- 
mitted during  the  whole  of  the  agitation, 
and  which  is  a  most  peaceable  diatriot ; 
and,  if  he  will  state  why  the  hut  was 
erected,  why  it  has  been  kept  up  for 
three  years  at  the  expense  of  the  rate- 
payers, and  when  will  it  be  removed  f 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN :  A  police  station 
-was  estabKshed  at  Bathgormac  a  little 
over  two  years  ago.  The  men  are  in- 
cluded in  the  county  force,  and  are  not 
charged  to  the  district.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  establish  a  staticm  in  that 


locality,  as  there  was  a  large  tract  of 
country  without  a  police  barrack.  I  am 
informed  that  it  is  not  correct  to  say 
that  the  district  was  free  from  outrage, 
and  that  a  good  deal  of  intimidation  was 
carried  on.  The  formation  of  this  sta- 
tion enabled  the  Government  to  do  away 
with  two  protection  posta  which  it  had 
been  necessary  to  establish  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood for  the  protecti(m  of  eaietakers 
on  evicted  farms. 

ORDEB  OF  TffS  DAY. 


SUPPLT-CmL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — eetuidtred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  V. — Fobbion  Aim  Colonul 

SeB  VICES. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £38,867  (io- 
dading  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £30,000],  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  oomplttba  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  certain  Charges 
connected  with  the  Orange  River  Territory,  the 
TransTaal,  Zululand,  the  Island  of  St.  Helena, 
and  the  High  Commisaioner  for  South  Africa," 

Mb.  gut  DAWNAT  said,  that,  in 
rising  to  more  the  reduction  of  the  Tote, 
he  must  explain  that  he  had  no  wu^  to 
deprive  Sir  Heniy  Bulwer  of  secretarial 
assistance  with  regard  to  his  duties  in 
Zululand,  if  ontytneGhivemmCTt  would 
give  the  Oommittee  some  assurance  that 
they  would  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
make  ^at  Office  something  more  than 
the  pretence  and  sham  which  their 
policy  had  made  it  become  during  many 
months  past.  He  moved  the  reduction 
of  the  Tote  in  order  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to 
the  terrible  and  disgraceful  state  of 
Zululand  by  the  only  means  in  his 
power — short  of  availing  himself  of  the 
Forms  of  the  House,  to  whidi  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  those  Benches  were  always 
reluctant  to  have  recourse.  He  thought 
it  had  been  most  unfortunate  that,  for 
two  suooessiTe  years,  the  House  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its 
Opinion  on  this  question  by  a  Division ; 
and  he  was  anxious  that  the  Oommittee 
diould  not  lose  this  opportunity  of  re- 
cording against  the  Government,  the 
censure  whioh  every  impartial  Member 
who  had  paid  the  uightest  attention  to 
the  subjeot  must  aokiwwledgQ  they  had 
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most  fully  and  richly  deserved.  Having 
obtained  an  opportunity  at  last  of  criti- 
cizing the  policy  of  the  Oovernment  in 
South  Africa,  he  wished  to  trespaas,  aa 
brie6y  as  possible,  on  the  attention  of 
the  Committee^  and  the  reason  which 
would  induce  him  to  curtail  his  remarks 
was  not  because  he  failed  to  realize  the 
immense  importance  of  the  subject,  but 
because  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  case 
was  BO  clear,  and  that  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  Government  in  Zululaud 
ao  acknowledged,  that  it  wonld  be  mere 
waste  of  time  for  him  to  farther  prove 
saoh  well-knowa  facts,  or  to  enter  into 
the  details  of  a  story  which  for  months 
past  had  been  writing  itself  but  too 
clearly  and  too  plainly  in  such  vivid 
daracters  of  blood.     It  was  curious 
that  the  same  policy  which  had  anarch- 
ized  the  Soudan,  if  he  might  use  the 
expression,  had  been  tried  in  South 
Africa  with  a  precisely  similar  effect. 
All  the  skeletons  which  were  at  that 
moment  whitening  the  sands  of  Northern 
Africa,  had  their  counterpart  in  the 
Southern  hemisphere,  in  the  Golgotha 
into  which  Zululand  had  been  converted 
under  the  "  No  Bcwponaibility "  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.   He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  Government  would 
find  words  to  defend*  if  ikej  oonld  not 
find  arguments  to  justify,  tihat  policy, 
and  that  they  would  attempt  to  do  so 
on  religions,  moral,  and  philanthropic 
grounds.   But  could  tfaey  also  attempt 
to  defend  it  as  successful — as  success- 
ful in  this,  that  it  had  done  anything  to 
lessen  the  sufferings  of  humanity  in 
Zululand  ?   Could  they  deny  that,  from 
every  point  of  view,  the  welfare  of  the 
Zulus,  the  security  of  Natal,  the  main- 
tenance of  the  honour  of  the  English 
name  among  the  Natives  of  South 
Africa— from  each  and  eveir  such  point 
of  view,  the  policy  of  the  Govern- : 
ment  had  failed  in  as  complete  and 
ghastly  a  manner  as  ever  discredited  a 
Government  ?   He  muat  express  a  hope 
that,  in  the  interest  of  honesty  and 
furplay  in  politics,  no  hon.  Member 
would  on  that  occasion,  as  last  year, 
rise  in  his  place  and  throw  the  blame  of 
the  present  state  of  anarchy  in  Zululand 
on  the  late  Government  and  the  Zulu 
War.   That  had  been  done  last  year; 
but  he  was  sure  that  no  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  Treasury  Bench  could  feel 
it  consistent  with  his  own  self-respect  to 
again  rake  up  that  past  history  as  in 


the  smallest  degree  offering  any  justifi- 
cation for  another  12  months'  continued 
and  even  more  hopeless  anarcliy,  and 
for  an  amount  of  unceasing  inter-tribal 
slaughter  which  surpassed  anything  that 
Zululand  had  known  since  the  Zulus  first 
won  the  dignity  of  a  nation.  Last  year, 
that  ludicrously  inadequate  excuse  was 
given,  but  only  because  the  Government 
could  find  no  other  words  to  excuse  the 
effects  of  their  policy  of  restoring  Cete- 
wayo.   They  could  not  deny  that  they 
were  warned  of  the  results  which  would 
foUow  that  vestoration,  that  they  had 
neglected  those  warnings,  or  that  thoae 
warnings  bad  turned  out  to  be  true. 
He  had  uwed  as  strongly  as  he  could 
last  year,  however  little  weight  his 
words  might  carry,  that  in  view  of  tho 
fatal  ^teo  in  which  the  restoratioB 
policy  of  the  Govenunent  bad  then  ter- 
minated, the  Government  should  no 
longer  lend  an  ear  to  the  mistaken  voice 
of  unpractical  humanitarians  in  that 
House  or  in  the  country,  but  that  they 
should  rather  listen  to  those  whose  ex- 
perience in  South  Africa,  either  as  Eng- 
lish officials  or  as  Native-bom  dwellers 
in  that  land,  entitled  their  opinions  to 
be  treated  with  consideration  and  their 
advice  to  be  listened  to  with  respect. 
He  had  U]^;ed,  as  earnestly  aa  he  could, 
that,  as  the  only  possible  solution  of  the 
question,  the  GovernmeDt  sboold  extend 
the  princi^e  of  Reserved  Territory  up  to 
the  Black  Umvolon;  he  pointed  ontuiiU 
such  a  policy  would  entail  no  expense 
upon  the  country;  and  he  had  over- 
whelming evidence  to  show  that  such  a 
plan  would  have  been  gladly  received 
and  willingly  adopted  by  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  Zululand,  and  that  it 
would  have  put  an  end  to  that  anarchy 
and  bloodshed  which  now  for  18  months 
had  disgraced  our  connection  with  the 
land.    Sir  Henry  Bulwer  had  expressed 
the  opinion  that  that  course  was  one 
which  ought  to  be  followed  as  the  one 
most  hopeful  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Zulus  of  any  course,   excluding  our 
actual  assumption  of  the  rule  of  that 
country.    He  did  not  think  they  could 
justify  their  disregard  of  that  advwe 
on  the  ground  of  the  suocesa  of  their  own 
policy,  and  still  less  could  they  justify 
that  disregard  on  humanitarian  grounds. 
Nor  did  he  think  that  any  hon.  Members 
who  last  year  warmly  opposed  this  plan, 
could  now,  in  the  light  of  the  histoiy 
of  the  past  13  month&^  oongratnlate 
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themselves  on  the  success  of  that  policy 
of  leaving  the  Zulus  to  manage  their  own 
affairfl,  whioh  thej  then  advocated,  and 
under  which  system,  as  the  Bishop  of 
Znltdand  had  pointed  out  in  a  letter  in 
Ttmea  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
'*  mutual  extermination  became  the  only 
possibility."  If  it  had  been  the  de- 
-  liberate,  the  diabolical  design  of  the 
Government  to  settle  the  question  ou  the 
*'  Kilkenny  oat"  principle,  they  could  not 
have  gone  to  work  in  a  surer  manner  to 
effect  that  end.  The  country  was  settling 
down  under  the  old  Settlement  of  Lord 
Wolseley;  and  whether  or  not  that  set- 
tlement might  have  been  the  best  posnible 
settlement,  still,  had  that  policy  been 
faithfully  followed,  it  would  have  pre- 
served order  there.  Hon.  Members 
who  differed  from  him  might  again  talk 
of  the  Sitimela  fight.  What  had  hap- 
pened in  that  ease  bore  out  his  state- 
ment, and  was  the  best  ^oof  of  the 
propriety  of  that  policy.  That  was  the 
case  of  one  Zulu,  who,  with  a  consider- 
able following,  revolted  against  his 
Ohief;  the  Chief  called  in  the  help  of 
s  neighbonring  Ohief,  and  the  revolt 
was  put  down  with  one  fight.  That  was 
the  exact  reason  why  Lord  Wolseley 
divided  Zululand  amongst  a  number  of 
Chiefs — that  if  there  was  a  revolt  in  the 
territory  of  one  Chief,  a  majority  of  the 
other  Chiefs  would  support  the  loyal 
subjects  of  the  Chief.  It  was,  however, 
absurd  to  talk  now  about  the  Sitimela 
fighting,  or  to  make  much  of  the  Native 
bloodshed  which  then  took  place.  Why, 
all  the  fighting  that  took  place  during 
the  three  years  after  Cetewayo's  deposi- 
tion did  not  result  in  as  many  deaths  as 
took  place  in  one  half-hour  of  one  morn- 
ing within  six  weeks  of  his  restoration. 
All  the  bloodshed  during  those  years 
were  but  as  a  single  drop  as  oompured 
with  the  ocean  of  blood  whioh  had 
deluged  that  land  nnoe  that  unhappy 
morning  when  Cetewayo  was  once  more 
restored  to  his  Chieftainship  at  Ulundi. 
The  Gtoveroment  first  encouraged  the 
agitation  of  a  few  malconteats.  who  pre- 
tended to  be  anxious  fur  Cetewayo's 
restoration  ;  and  having  done  that,  they 
insisted  on  forcing  back  Cetewayo  on  an 
alarmed  and  reluctant  people.  And  in 
order  to  do  that  they  broke  the  solemn 
engagements  made  four  years  ago  with 
the  Chieftains.  Now,  that  was  a  delibe- 
rate breach  of  faith  with  the  Chieftains 
whioh  he  had  last  year  ohaUenged  Her 


Majesty's  Government  to  justify,  to  de- 
fend, or  to  deny — he  chaUenged  them, 
quoting  the  Prime  Minister's  own  words 
spoken  in  that  House  in  support  of  the 
charge  he  brought  agpainat  them,  and 
they  wpte  dumb.  He  knew  that  that 
engagement  was  made  by  the  Be- 
presentative  of  a  Power  wliidi  boasted 
that  on  its  Dominions  the  sun  never 
set,  with  a  party  of  uneducated  and 
naked  Zulus  in  a  Ka£B.r  kraal ;  but 
he  said  that  it  was  as  solemn  and  sacred, 
and  the  breach  of  it  as  shameful  and 
wrong,  as  if  it  had  been  made  with  the 
Bepresentatives  of  a  European  Power 
and  signed  in  a  Eoyal  Palace.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovemment  had  set  this  solemn 
engagement  aside,  and  had  restored 
Cetewayo ;  and  the  firebrand  having 
done  its  natural  work  in  producing  a 
general  conflagration  thioughout  the 
land— 

'  *  Hie  torch  Iwingf  lighted,  and  the  flame  being 
spread. 

And  carnage  smiling  on  her  daily  dead" — 
the  Gtovemment  had  then  announced 
their  intention  of  standing  calmly  by 
and  waiting  till  the  fire  had  burnt  itself 
out,  only  watching  to  see  that  the  flames 
did  not  come  into  too  dangerous  proxi- 
mity with  their  own  immediate  Posses- 
sions. This  was  the  general  result,  this 
was  the  magnificent  outcome  of  our 
philanthropy,  our  humanity,  our  Chris- 
tianity, and  our  statesmanship  in  the 
1 9th  century,  under  a  Liberal  Oovem- 
ment — 

' '  To  make  a  solitude  and  call  it  peace  **— 

or,  rather,  to  encourage  the  Zulus  to 
make  the  solitude,  and  then,  on  the 
hustings,  to  point  to  it  as  peace.  He  did 
not  know  of  any  instance,  and  he  believed 
no  instance  existed,  of  a  Government 
behaving  at  the  same  time  in  worse 
faith,  with  more  consummate  folly  and 
shortsightedness,  and  with  more  con- 
spicuous and  disastrous  unsuccess.  With 
the  permissionoftheCommittee,  he  would 
read  the  following  extract  from  a  Natal 
newspaper,  whiui  gave  an  excellent 
account  of  the  state  of  Zululand — 

"  It  looks  as  bad  now  as  can  be  ia  all  the 
country  between  Umhlatozi  and  the  Umvoloai. 
The  people  are  leaving  their  kraals,  and  they 
wbo  are  there  sleep  outnde,  because  they  are 
afraid.  A  great  nomber  of  Zuloa  are  wavering 
and  afraid,  teariiM*  both  sides.  The  people  are 
surprised  at  the  Idiglish  Government  doing  no- 
thing ;  the^  cannot  understand  it  They  could 
when  a  King  was  alive,  because  it  was  a  diffi- 
cult qasstion  what  to  do  witii  ^^'^^^f^* 
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that  is  taken  (i'*syi  ^  lot  of  Chiefs  have  refused 
to  pay  taxes.  The  Besident  vent  back  to  his 
residence  the  day  after  the  women  distnrbed 
him,  and  the  next  day  he  set  out  to  take  the 
fozMf  bat  heard  then  would  be  troable  up 
toaairjt  ao  tonied  back.  He  might  easily  bare 
settled  affairs  in  the  Keserre ;  but  I  suppose  his 
hands  are  tied  and  he  can  do  nothing.  The 
Zoliu  are  thoroughly  demoralixAd,  and  the^ 
tuTS  lost  all  respect  for  the  English.  This  is 
annoying  when  ooe  tiiinka  how  easily  the  Eng- 
lifb  might  hare  managed  the  cooptry  after  they 
oonquerM  it.  The  Zulu  now  mv^  '  We  trusted 
in  you,  and  you  do  nothing.*  Thsy  lay  farther 
that  th.9  Englidi  only  know  how  to  write 
letten." 

The  next  extraot  whicK  I  will  read,  is  a 
short  one  from  a  letter  received  a  few 
weeks  ago  from  John  Domi  himself. 
He  said — 

"  Affairs  here  are  in  a  pretty  mnddle.  The 
Boers  have  got  jioaeession  of  the  central  part  of 
Zululand,  and  in  the  Reserve  the  Hesident  has 
"been  attacked  by  Dabalamanri  at  night,  hut 
fortunately  he  was  warned  and  prepared,  and 
beat  them  off.  I  hare  all  my  men  under  arms 
nadr,  and  this  is  the  only  pert  of  Zololand  up 
to  tnii  where  there  hai  been  no  fighting  or 
bloodshed." 

And  in  one  of  the  letters  contained  in 
the  last  Blue  Book  which  had  been 
issued  with  reference  to  Zulnland,  they 
had  this  account  sent  by  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  from  Hr.  Osborn  with  regard 
to  the  state  of  things  in  the  Keserve 
Temixay  itseU — 

*'Tho  attitade  of  the  Usntus,  Ifr.  Osborn 
states,  is  canung  great  alarm  to  the  loyal  people 
for  many  miles  round  the  Inkandhla,  who  are 
repeatedly  insulted  and  threatened  by  indi- 
nduala  of  the  Usuta  party,  so  moch  so  that 
they  and  th^r  familiea  dare  not  sleep  at  their 
kraals  for  fear  of  being  attacked  at  night, 
and  after  dark  retire  to  the  hills  and  donzas ; 
and  this  is  the  cose  even  with  some  of 
the  people  residing  a  lon^  distance  from  the 
Inkandhla.  The  loyal  Chiefs  and  people  can- 
not understand  why  the  lawless  and  defiant  pro- 
ceedings of  the  TJsutus  should  be  tolerated  in 
the  Reserve.  They  consider  they  are  in  danger 
from  the  TJsutus,  and  Dnleaa  he  (Mr.  Osborn) 
takes  steps  to  deal  with  Ictuka,  they  will  take 
the  matter  into  their  own  hands." 

And  now,  as  a  corollary  to  that,  they 
heard  that  at  the  date  of  a  letter  receired 
three  weeks  ago,  our  Bepresentative  in 
Zululand,  Mr.  Osborn,  kad  actually  been 
attacked  by  10,000  Usutus,  under  Dabnl- 
mansti,  the  same  Chief  to  whom  the  Qo- 
Temment  had  been  deferring,  and  coax- 
ingj  and  patting  on  the  back  for  two 
years ;  the  result  being  that  about  200 
people  had  been  killed.  They  found 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  Zulu 
people,  not  only  in  the  Central  and 

Mr.  Gujf  Datenejf 


Northern  parts,  but  also  in  the  Beserve 
TerritoiT,  were  hiding  and  starring  in 
the  bush ;  and,  finally,  they  heard  that 
Usibepu,  the  one  gallant,  plucky,  and 
loyal  Chief,  kad  been  routed,  not  by  the 
Usutus,  for  he  had  already  defeated 
them,  but  by  some  500  of  those  in- 
famous marauding  Boers,  who  were 
the  outcome  of  another  portion  of  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
South  Africa.  The  Qoremment  refused 
to  rule,  or  to  take  any  part  in  the  ruling, 
of  Zululand,  and  the  result  was  that 
carnage,  starvation,  and  desolation 
reigned  triumphant  in  that  country.  He 
congratulated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone)  and  the  Co- 
lonial Office,  on  the  brilliant  success 
which  had  followed  from  the  diplo- 
matic wisdom  and  the  timely  ooarage 
which  they  had  manifested  throughout 
in  dealing  with  the  Zulu  question.  Now, 
answeralue  as  they  were  for  this  state  of 
things  in  Zululand,  as  they  must  confess 
they  now  were,  he  asked  them  what 
they  intended  to  do,  or,  rather,  whether 
they  intended  to  still  pursue  the  shame- 
ful— he  might  say  murderous — policy  of 
doing  nothing — that  policy  of  "  writing 
letters,"  as  the  Zulus  had  so  fi^aphi- 
cally  described  it?  Did  they  still  in- 
tend to  disregard  the  advice  of  Sir  Heniy 
Bulwer,  and  every  competent  authority, 
reco^tzing,  as  they  must,  that  on  every 

Srevious  occasion  on  which  they  had 
isregarded  it  they  had  been  utterly  and 
fatally  wrong  ?  Just  to  show  how  con- 
sistently wrong  they  had  been,  and  how 
persistently  they  had  neglected  advice, 
he  would  read  a  telenam  from  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer,  dated  ue  5th  of  May 
last,  which  ran  thus — 

*'  It  is  reported  that  the  Boers  have  pro- 
claimed Dinuzulu  King  of  Zululand,  and  have 
declared  an  independent  Bepublio.  The  report 
requires  confirmation  ;  but  there  is  good  infor- 
mation to  the  effect  that  a  large  number  from 
the  Transvaal  and  Pretoria  f^ree  State  hare 
agrued  to  the  oonqueet  of  Zololand  for  Cete* 
wayo's  son  in  return  for  territorial  ceesioB.  It 
is  said  that  they  will  join  in  the  united  attack 
on  Usibepu.  UHibepu  is  well  able  to  hold  his 
own  against  the  Usutu  party,  but  not  a^inst 
the  nnjustifiabla  combination,  and  he  will  be 
destroyed ;  and  Zulaland,  except  the  Beiem, 
will  f^  Boer  dtmiinatioo,  uolesa  we  in- 

terfere." 

Then,  10  days  later,  he  sud — 

"  The  action  of  the  Boors  is  an  interference 
with  a  Chief  made  independent  of  as.  It  intro- 
dooes  a  new  element  in  the  Zola  qnaaUoo,  and 
entirely  levdntianizst  it,  destroys  balanot  of 
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power  existing  in  Usibepn,  enconniges  theUsutu 
party,  and  iDtimidates  the  Natives  of  the  Re- 
Bsrre,  who,  fearful  of  the  OBtablidiment  of  the 
TTmtn  party,  powerful  under  Boer  protection 
and  not  sure  of  us,  will  think  how  to  save 
themselves.  Tbe  question  of  the  BoerG,  there* 
fore,  presses  for  decision.  In  the  meantime, 
the  Seserre  is  seriously  endangered  by  the 
TJenttt  party  being  able  to  ooncentrate  against 
it,  and  already  people  are  taking  refuge  in 
Natal." 

On  the  same  page  there  was  another 
letter,  if  anything,  stronger;  but  he 
would  not  trouble  the  Committee  by 
reading  it.  He  would  only  ask  if  they 
'were  to  stand  still  while  they  saw  a  new 
Stellaland  arising  ia  South  Africa  ? 
Were  they  to  remain  passive  while  they 
Baw  these  rascally  filibustering  Boers 
talcing  possession  of  the  country,  and 
earring  it  out  into  farms  for  themselres  ? 
It  was  curious,  and  he  thought  worthy 
of  notice,  that  the  Boers  were,  with  re- 
gard to  Zululand,  occupying  very  much 
the  same  position  as  the  Abyssinians 
now  were  to  occupy  towards  the  Soudan ; 
and  as  their  ciTiIizatioa  was  in  about  the 
same  rudimentary  condition,  and  as  their 
Christianity  was  in  about  the  same  fos- 
silized state,  they  were  ec^uallj  valuable 
allies  to  the  Goremmeot  in  carrying  out 
a  policy  which,  in  both  countries  ap- 
peared to  aim  at  the  utter  extermination 
of  those  Native  races,  whose  struggles 
for  freedom  and  whose  patriotic  valour 
they  were  once  bidden  to  admire  and 
respect.  Was  that,  he  asked,  thmr 
policy  ?  It  was,  at  least,  an  intelli- 
gible policy,  because  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  Zulus  would  relieve  the 
Government  of  any  further  responsi- 
bility or  troubles  in  regard  to  Zululand. 
[Mr.  Wabtok  :  Just  what  they  want.] 
And  while  the  Government  would  reap 
alt  the  advantages  of  that  extermination, 
all  the  dirty  work — all  the  direct  blood- 
shed—would  be  done  by  tbe  Boers,  and 
the  Government  would  be  able  to  relieve 
their  consoience  by  a  combined  Scribe 
and  Pharisee  policy  of  writing  letters 
and  publishing  Blue  Books,  deprecating 
bloodshed  and  addressing  remonstrances 
to  the  officials  of  the  South  African  Be- 
public.  He  would  not,  however,  seriously 
charge  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or 
any  Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, with  a  policy  so  ineffably 
mean ;  but  it  was  a  possible  policy,  and 
a  policy  to  which  there  were  only  two 
alternatives — one  that  a  Commissioner 
should  be  appointed  to  reside  on  the 
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frontier  to  prevent  aggression  by  the 
Boers,  and  to  allow  the  Zulus  to  ex- 
terminate themselves  without  any  "White 
man's  assistance ;  the  other,  that  policy 
which  he  had  already  advocated  in  that 
House,  and  which  he  now  again  advo- 
cated, as  warmly  as  he  could— namely, 
the  extension  of  the  Beserve  Territory 
to  the  Black  Umvolosi.  It  was  <d  no 
use  going  again  into  details;  but  let  it 
be  understood  that  such  extension  and 
its  proclamation  would  mean  at  once 
the  cessation  of  bloodshed  in  Zululand, 
the  futur6  civilization  of  that  country, 
and  the  saving  from  extermination  of 
the  finest  race  of  savages  which  South 
Africa  had  produced.  Let  the  Commit- 
tee understand  that,  from  the  mid^t  of 
tbe  misery  and  desolation  of  their  land, 
the  cry  of  the  Zulus  themselves  was  for 
such  a  settlement  of  the  question,  and 
for  such  a  deliverance  for  themselves. 
Now,  he  said  that,  at  least,  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  consent  to  extend 
the  Beserve  Territory,  it  was  their  duty 
to  give  some  reason  for  suoh  refusal. 
What  was  their  reason  ?  Bid  it  rest  on 
the  ground  of  expense  ?  They  might 
almost  believe  that,  for  Lord  Derby, 
some  few  months  ago,  teUgrapfaed  to 
Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  asking  him  what 
would  be  the  expense  of  extending 
the  Beserve  Territory,  and  the  latter 
replied  that,  for  the  first  year,  it 
would  be  about  £6.000,  and  after  that 
there  would  be.  no  further  expense  at  all. 
Since  that  time  they  had  heard  no- 
thing more  on  the  subject  of  the  ex* 
tension.  £6,000  for  putting  an  end  to 
all  this  savagery  and  bloodshed  !  Why, 
it  would  probably  save  the  country  a 
hundred  times  the  amount  in  future. 
£6,0UO — only  three  times  greater  than 
the  amount  of  expense  entailed  upon 
the  country  by  the  determination  of  our 
eetithetic  Government  to  banish  the  statue 
of  the  Great  Duke  from  Hyde  Park 
Comer  to  its  place  of  exile  at  Aldershot. 
It  was  true  that,  at  the  same  time,  they 
^ot  rid  oi  a  somewhat  unpleasant  sub- 
ject of  reflection  and  comparison.  The 
cost  of  moving  round  troops  from  Cape 
Town  to  Natal  alone,  on  account  of  these 
disturbances,  went  far  to  reach  this  total 
of  £6,000,  which  it  was  said  this  exten- 
sion would  cost ;  and  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
pointed  out  in  that  letter  which  he  had 
referred  to,  but  not  read,  that  the  ex- 
pense would  be  just  as  great,  whether 
the  troops  were  employed^  extend  the 
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lUaerre  to  protect  the  Beserre.  or  to 
ultimately  protect  tLe  borders  of  onr 
own  Colonies  finrntheTietorioaansatDs. 
In  conclusion,  he  would  point  ont — and 
it  was  a  lesson  which  the  (JoTemment 
should  hy  this  time  have  learnt  hy 
heart— that  the  longer  they  delayed,  in 
the  folly  of  their  miapleced  economy,  to 
take  that  one  step,  which  sooner  or 
later  they  would  be  forced  to  take,  the 
heavier  would  be  the  expense  which  this 
**  penny-wise  and  pouna- foolish  "  policy 
would  lay  on  the  British  taxpayer, 
the  more  prolonged  and  cruel  would  be 
the  blondshed  which  they  would  entail 
on  the  Zulu  people,  and  the  darker  and 
more  inexcusable  would  be  the  guilti- 
ness for  that  blood  which  would  lie  at 
the  door  uf  the  Government,  and  of  the 
"Paxij  whi<di  supported  them  in  their 
misused  or  wasted  power.  He  begged 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£S00. 

SxB  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  he 
rose  to  second  the  Motion  for  the  redno- 
tiott  of  the  Vote;  but  in  doing  so  he 
wished  to  explain,  ss  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Moverof  the  reduction  (Mr.Guy  Dawnay] 
had  done,  that  he  did  not,  of  course,  de- 
sire the  reduction  itself ;  but  that  was 
the  only  way  left  to  thpm  to  protest 
against  the  policy  of  the  Goremment  in 
Zululand.  He  would  have  been  glad  if 
the  question  could  have  been  discussed 
on  the  Besolution  which  be  had  placed 
on  the  Paper,  but  which  he  had  now 
been  compelled  to  withdraw,  as  it  would 
have  been  discussed  in  the  House,  and 
not  in  Committee,  and  would  have 
afforded  a  larger  basis  for  argument. 
That  Besolution  contained  the  view 
whidi  he  now  desired  to  bring  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee — 
namely,  that,  looking  to  the  policy  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  re- 
sponsibilities  which  the  country  had  in- 
curred, owing  to  that  policy,  theGovem- 
meot  and  the  country  could  not  get  rid 
of,  or  properly  meet,  those  responsibili- 
ties by  merel;  maintaining,  as  by  the 
telegram  of  May  16,  1884,  they  had  de- 
cided to  do,  "  the  integrity  and  peace  of 
theEeserve."  He  deaired  to  get  the  Com- 
mittee practically  to  affirm  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  bound  to  endeavour  to 
restore  some  kind  of  peace  and  order  in 
the  part  of  Zululand  beyond  the  Be- 
servM  Territory.  In  that  way  the 
hands  of  the  Government  would  be 
strengthened  in  any  forward  action  they 
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might  take  to  restore  peace  in  that  un- 
fortunate country,  to  which  our  inter- 
ference had  been  so  fktal.  It  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  go  back  to  the 
original  Zulu  War.  He  would  oooteat 
himself  with  saying  that  he  had  idways 
considered  that  war  to  have  been  un- 
necessary, and  therefore  unjust — so  un- 
necessary and  so  unjust,  that  he  had 
felt  himself  compelled  both  to  speak  and 
vote  against  the  late  Government,  be- 
cause, though  they  disapproved  of  the 
war,  they  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  suffi- 
ciently condemned  the  policy  of  Sir 
Bartle  Frere.  He  could  not  mention 
the  name  of  Sir  Bartte  Frere  without 
expressing,  however  imperfectly,  bis 
sense  of  the  loss  this  country  had  sus- 
tained by  the  death  of  so  zealous  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Crown.  Wo  could  never 
forget  his  able  administration  in  India ; 
we  could  never  forget  the  splendid  ser^ 
vice  he  rendered  in  the  time  of  the  great 
Mutiny,  in  d^uding  of  troope,  at  oonsi- 
derable  personal  risk  to  himself,  the 
Province  over  which  he  presided,  in 
iffder  to  assist  the  efforts  of  Sir  John 
Lawrence.  And  with  regard  to  his 
policy  in  South  Africa,  those  who,  like 
himself  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  differed 
entirely  from  it,  had  never  doubted  hut 
that  it  was  adopted  from  moat  conscien- 
tious motives,  and  in  the  belief  that  it 
was  necessary  to  save  Natal  from  a  great 
and  impending  danger.  The  argument 
which  he  desired  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  he  would  afterwards 
support  by  pronf,  was  briefly  as  follows: 
— That  after  the  termination  of  the  war, 
Zululand,  its  Chiefs,  and  people,  were  at 
our  mercy;  and  that  it  was  onr  Autj, 
more  especially  if  the  war  was  an  unjust 
one,  to  endeavour  to  restore  peaoe  and 
order  in  that  country ;  that  the  Settle- 
ment of  1879  made  hy  Lord  Wolseley,by 
which  the  country  was  divided  ana 
placed  under  13  appointed  Chiefs,  was 
the  best  that  could  then  have  been  made ; 
that  it  was  effectual  in  fairly  securing 
peace  and  order ;  not  absolute  peace  and 
order,  for  that  could  not  have  been  se- 
cured in  a  country  so  lately  devastated 
by  war,  and  with  Natives  whose  feelings 
had  been  embittered  by  the  contest,  and 
who  were  hostile  to  us,  but  a  fair  amount 
of  peace  and  order ;  that  itwas  certainly 
beuefir-ial  to  the  Zulu  people,  and  appre- 
ciated by  them ;  that  certain  defects  in 
the  working  and  administration  of  that 
Settlement  ooold  hare  ^^jf^^f^^  ^ 


1061  Bupitlv^CiBa 


iJuxrao,  1884}        Strvw  MiiimatM.  1062 


weald  not  say  without  difficulty,  but  with 
the  fizerciae  of  a  little  taot  and  judg- 
ment, and  bj  our  willingness  to  take 
upon  ounelTOs  a  little  more  direct  and 
fi:uiding  authority  ;  that  this  could  have 
been  done  without  the  eraployment  of 
Britieh  soldiers,  and  without  the  expen- 
diture of  British  money  ;  that  the  unfor- 
tunate and  ill-judged  restoration  of  Gete- 
wayo  destroyed  this  Settlement  of  1879  ; 
and  that  aa  that  policy  proceeded  entirely 
from  this  country,  and  was  against  the 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  Chiefs  and 
Zulu  people,  as  he  would  prove  later  on, 
we  were  bound  morally  to  protect  the 
Zolu  people  against  any  evil  oonse- 
quencee  reaultiog  from  the  failure  of 
that  policy;  that  the  scheme  failed, 
mainly  owing  to  the  conduct  of  Cetewayo 
Irimaelf ;  and  that,  therefore  ,  onr  responsi- 
bitity  attached,  and  we  were  bound  to 
radeavour  to  restore  to  the  Zulus  saeh 
peace  and  order  as  they  enjoyed  under  the 
Ueetleaientof  I8T9.aDd  which  they  would 
probably  have  enjoyed  to  a  still  greater 
extent,  if  the  Settlement,  instead  of  being 
destroyed,  had  been  confirmed  and 
Btrengihened  in  the  manner  which  he 
had  already  indii-ated.  He  must  add, 
further,  that  the  settlement  of  the  Boers 
in  Zululand,  while  greatly  complicating 
the  case,  made  it  still  more  necessary  for 
the  GoTemment  to  take  some  action  be- 
yond the  Reserved  Territory  in  order  to 
protect  the  Zulus  against  the  Boers. 
O^hat  was  the  argument  he  desired  to 
jnress  upon  the  Committee,  and  he  would 
now  endeavour  to  support  it,  by  re- 
ference to  the  evidence  contained  in  the 
Papers  presented  to  Parliament.  For 
that  purpose  he  had  read  and  re-read 
&oee  Papers  with  care ;  and  if  he  had 
arrived  at  a  wrong  conclusion,  he  could 
conscientiously  state  that  it  was  not  from 
want  of  study  of  them.  But  a  difficulty 
arose  from  there  being  so  great  a  mass 
oi  Correspondeoce,  and  the  necessity 
of  dealing  with  it  as  a  whole,  because 
many  stories  of  misconduct  of  Chiefs, 
and  acts  of  cruelty  and  hardship,  and 
cases  of  disturbance  which  were  relied 
upon  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  Corre- 
B|K>odence,  and  which  were  brought  for- 
ward as  proof  against  the  working  of  the 
Settlement  of  1879,  were  contradicted, 
or  explained  away,  or  materially  weak- 
ened, in  a  later  stage ;  and  he  would 
give  an  ioetaaoe  of  that  later  on,  in  con- 
necti<m  with  complaints  brought  against 
(Susb.    His  fint  point  was  that  the 


Settlement  of  1879  was  the  best  that 
could  have  been  then  made ;  that,  on 
the  whole,  it  had  worked  well ;  and  that 
it  was  beneficial  to  the  Zulus,  and  appre- 
ciated by  them.  It  was  the  best  that  could 
then  have  been  made,  because  Her  Ma- 
jesty's (Jovemment,  rightly  as  he  ven- 
tured to  think,  had  decided  not  to  annex 
Zululand,  and  govern  it  as  a  Crown 
Colony.  They  had  determined,  and 
wisely  determined,  that  the  country 
should  be  governed  by  Native  Chiefs, 
under  Native  laws ;  but  the  defect  in 
the  scheme  was  that  it  did  not  retain 
any  direct  and  guiding  authority.  That 
it  worked  well,  upon  the  whole,  was 
shown  by  the  following  facts :  —  In 
August,  1880— that  was  something  like 
a  year  after  the  making  of  the  Settle- 
ment— we  find  Sir  Pomeroy  Colley  re- 
porting that — 

"The  eonditioDB  are  Buffidoit  to  shield  the 
people  from  Beriona  injustice  and  abiua  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  Chiefs ;  " 

and  Mr.  Brown,  the  Besident,  reports 
that  "order  and  quiet  prevail."  Indeed, 
as  stated  by  Sir  Evelyn  Wood,  in  his 
address  to  the  Legi4atlve  Council  of 
Nat al,  in  October,  1 H8 1 ,  peace  pre- 
vailed in  Zululand  till  July,  IBUl. 
The  Sitimela  outbreak  then  occurred; 
but,  as  shown  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Quy  Dawnay),  Sitimela  was  an  impostor, 
and  he  was  soon  put  down— and  to  th^s 
fact  he  would  call  the  special  attention 
of  the  Committee,  as  bearing  upon  an- 
other point  in  the  case — by  John  Dunn 
and  Native  levies.  In  truth,  as  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer  says,  this  case  of  Siti- 
mela "  can  scarcely  be  said  to  bear  upon 
the  Settlement."  It  was  true  that,  in 
April,  1881,  cases  of  oppression  against 
two  out  of  the  13  appointed  Chiefs  were 
brought  forward.  But  th^^  were  brought 
forward  by  the  ex- PrimeMinister  of  Cete- 
wayo, and  by  two  brothers  of  Cetewayo, 
and  not  sustained  by  the  decision  of  ISir 
Evelyn  Wood,  to  whom  all  the  parties 
agreed  to  refer  their  difTerences.  He 
would  venture  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  this  fact,  as  showing  the 
readiness  of  the  Chiefs  to  submit  their 
differences  to  the  decision  of  the  British 
Gtovemor  of  Natal.  Order  was  certainly 
restored  before  December,  1881,  for  Mr. 
Osbom  then  reports  that  "the  country 
is  at  present  perfectly  quiet  in  every 
part."  The  Settlement  of  1879  worked 
then,  upon  the  whole,  peacefully  up  to 
«id  well  into  the  ^Jg^c^^ 
2  M  3  ^ 
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came  the  rumoura  of  Cetewayo'a  in- 
tended visit  to  Enf^Iand ;  and  thence  arose 
affitation  and  doubts  in  the  minde  of  the 
Natives  as  to  the  continuance  and  per- 
maneacy  of  the  Settlement.  These 
rumours  also  afforded  a  ground  to  the 
discontented  members  of  Cetewayo'a 
family  to  afHtate  for  hia  restoration. 
But  what  be  (Str  Henry  Holland)  wished 
to  impress  upon  the  Committee  was.  that 
all  this  agitation,  excitement,  and  dis- 
turbance arose,  not  from  any  internal 
defect  in  the  working  of  the  Settlement, 
but  from  causes  outsidethat  Settlement; 
and,  indeed,  it  mifrht  he  said  outride  the 
country  itself.  That  the  Settlempnt 
worked  bene6cifllly  for  the  Zulu  people, 
and  was  appreciated  by  them,  could 
hardly  be  doubted.  He  would  give  one 
very  conclusive  proof.  In  the  latter 
years  of  Cetewajo'e  reign,  hundrefls  of 
families  fled  from  Zululand  into  Natal ; 
fugitives  from  a  cruel  despotism,  under 
wb'oh  no  man's  life  was  safe ;  but,  in 
1H81,  permission  was  given  to  no  less 
than  1,6.')0  Natives,  men.  women,  and 
children,  to  return  from  Natal  into  Zulu- 
land.  Surely  this  fact  showed  oondu- 
Bively  two  things;  first,  that  Cetewayo's 
inle  was  feared;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
change  from  his  rule  was  acceptable, 
and  that  the  working  of  the  Settlement 
was  appreciated  by  the  Natives.  But 
there  was  further  proof  of  this  feeling, 
for  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  reports  in  April, 
1881— 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  bnlk  of  the 
natioa  alxeady  appredata  its  impfoved  condi- 
tion ; " 

and.  again,  in  September,  1881,  after 
he  had  traversed  a  large  part  of  the 
oonntry,  he  reports — 

"  Every  Zaln  whom  t  met  alone  in  my  ride 
through  Zulaland  told  me,  in  tlie  coarse  of  con- 
venation,  that  the  Zulas  would  not  irilliDfrly 
go  back  to  the  old  system  which  obtained  under 
Cetewayo,  preferring  the  present  aystem." 

No  doubt,  there  were  stories  of  Chiefs 
"  eating  up "  and  ill-treating  their 
people,  and  those  had  been  relied  on  ; 
bnt.  as  he  had  already  pointed  out, 
many  of  these  were  afterwards  proved 
to  be  much  exaggerated,  or  without 
foundation.  Some  were  clearly  disposed 
of  by  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  in  his  Report 
of  August  25,  1882,  with  which,  of 
course,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  he  would  venture  to  read  a 
few  words,  in  which  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
Bums  up  the  oaae.   He  said — 


"  I,  at  least,  mnst  do  thom  justice,  and  acquit 
them  of  the  great  crime,  so  wrongfidly  and  nn- 
justly  charged  against  them  ;  " 

and.  finally,  in  his  Keport  of  Fehroary, 
1883,  in  which  he  reviewed,  after  fuU 
consideration,  the  state  of  Zululand,  he 
wrote — 

*<  The  Sflttlement  of  1879  had  oonfeired  mat 
benefits  upon  the  Zulu  people,  benefits  which 
every  true  friend  of  the  Native  laoea  ought  to 
rejoico  at." 

He  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  oould  hav« 
added  to  those  proofs,  had  there  been 
time ;  but  he  trusted  that  he  had  estab- 
lished the  first  point  of  his  argument. 
Now,  as  to  the  aecond  point;  he  bad  ad- 
mitted that  during  the  working  of  the 
Settlement  certain  defects  became  mani- 
fest, and  he  had  indicated  the  nature  of 
the  chief  defect— namely,  the  want  of 
a  more  direct  and  guiding  authority  oa 
the  part  of  the  Britich  Government. 
That  dofect  had  early  been  pointed  out 
by  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  and  Mr.  Osbom; 
bnt  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  de- 
clined to  exercise  it,  on  the  ground  that 
the  exercise  of  it,  if  it  did  not  amount  to 
annexation,  would,  of  a  certainty,  lead 
to  annexation.  He  thought  that  the 
Government  were  wrong  in  this  view, 
and  in  their  fears.  They  were  exermnng 
this  authority  through  tfaeir  Restdeat 
in  Bechuanalaod,  but  they  had  not 
annexed  that  land,  nor  would  they  hare 
to  do  80  ;  they  were  exercising  that  autho- 
rity in  the  Beserved  Territory,  and,  as 
yet,  they  had  not  had  to  annex  it;  and 
if  they  had  to  do  so,  it  would  be  oa 
account  of  the  Boera,  and  not  on  account 
of  any  authority  exercised  over  the 
Natives  in  that  territory.  It  was  very 
desirable  that  immediate  rule  should  be 
carried  on  by  the  Native  Chiefs  over 
their  people,  and  it  would  have  been 
unwise  to  have  deprived  them  of  that 
power ;  but  a  direct  and  guiding  autho- 
rity was  necessary  to  maintain  that  power 
to  them ;  to  prevent  these  Ohiefo  from 
quarrelling  among  themselves;  and  to 
check  in  the  bud  intertribal  disputes, 
before  they  had  attained  to  snob  a  site 
as  to  render  it  difficult  to  repress  them 
without  bloodshed  and  expense.  Theie 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  Zulu  people 
themselves  expected  the  exercise  of  such 
a  paramount  authority.  It  was  charac- 
teristic of  all  Natives  to  expect  that  the 
victors  in  a  contest  would  not  retreat, 
but  would  continue  to  hold  and  exercise 
tiie  power  they  had  woo-in  battle.  Thia 
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authority,  he  contended,  might  then 
have  been  secured  and  exercised  without 
fear  of  aunexation,  and  without  the  em- 
plojment  of  British  troops,  or  British 
money,  by  the  appointment  of  Residents 
and  Sub-Residents,  exerdsiug  certain 
judicial  and  j'twt-political  powers.  There 
was  a  remarkable  coueeosus  of  opinion 
in  £EtiT0ur  of  the  appoiutment  of  Resi- 
dents by  men  most  competent  to  form 
an  opinion.  He  would  cite  the  Dames 
of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  Sir  Theophilus 
Shepstone,  Mr.  Osborn,  Bishop  Douglas, 
Mr.  BobertBon,  and  John  Dunn,  men  of 
very  different  views,  of  very  different 
(^aracters,  looking  at  the  qnestion  from 
very  different  sides,  and  yet  all  agreeing 
upon  this  point.  That  the  Zulu  Ohiefs 
would  liave  been  ready  to  yield  to  such 
authority  was  shown  by  their  readiness 
to  refer  their  disputes  upon  the  occasion 
to  which  he  had  already  alluded.  That 
no  British  troops  would  have  been  re- 
quired was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  in  his  Report  of  February  15, 
1883 ;  and  they  could  probably  hare  en- 
gaged all  the  Chiefs  to  assist  in  putting 
down  quarrels  at  the  request  of  the 
British  authority.  Upon  that  point  he 
would  refer  to  the  telegram  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Wood  of  September  2,  IbSl— 

"  All  Chiefs  agree  to  combine  for  the  repres- 
■ioD  <rf  rebeUioa,  if  advised  to  do  so  by  the  Be* 

and  to  the  fact,  before  alluded  to  by 
him,  that  Sitimela  was  put  down  by 
Dunn  and  M^ative  levies.  The  Chiefs 
would  have  been  ready  to  recognize  that 
tbe  primary  obligations  of  maintenance 
of  territory  and  maintenance  of  peace 
rested  upon  them  and  their  people,  act- 
ing in  concert  with  the  Residents.  Upon 
that  point  also,  he  would  add  that  a  Hut 
Tax,  or  some  other  tax  or  contribution 
of  B  like  kind,  would  have  covered  the 
CTpenses.  If  these'  steps  had  been  taken 
in  this  direction,  he  believed  that  the 
Settlement  of  1879  might  have  been 
Btrengthened  and  continued,  and  the 
good  etfects  of  its  working  would  have 
been  lai^ely  increased.  It  miglit  be 
said  that  this  was,  after  all,  a  matter  of 
apecolation  and  ooojeoture;  bat  the  view 
was  supported,  as  he  had  shown,  by  the 
actual  working  of  the  Settlement  till 
1882,  and  by  the  opinions  of  men  best 
acquainted  with  the  stale  of  affairs,  and 
with  the  wishes  and  views  of  the  Zulu 
Chiefs  and  people.  But  if  this  were 
matter  of  speculation,  there  oould  be  no 


doubt  at  all  as  to  the  absolute  failure  of 
the  alternative  plan  adopted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government — namely,  the  re- 
storati'in  of  Cetewayo.  From  that  plan 
he  entirely  dissented ;  it  put  an  end  to 
the  Settlement ;  it  was  a  violation  of 
our  pledges  to  the  Ohiefs  and  people ; 
and  it  was,  he  believed,  against  the 
wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  tha 
people  themselves.  The  first  unfortunate 
step  was  the  visit  of  Cetewayo  to  Eng- 
land. The  announcement  of  the  pro- 
posed visit  had  given  rise  in  Zululsnd, 
as  he  had  already  pointed  out,  to  agita- 
tion, and  uncertainty  and  doubta-  as  to 
the  continuance  of  the  Settlement  of 
1879,  and  all  the  disturbances  in  1882 
were  traceable  to  this  cause.  It  was 
clear  that  Cetewayo  himself  looked  upon 
this  visit  as  the  first  step  towards  his 
restoration ;  and  no  less  clear  that  the 
Zulus  took  a  like  view.  And  it  was  to 
him  most  extraordinary  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  did  not  seem  to  have 
foreseen,  or  suspected,  that  agitation 
would  arise  in  Zululand  when  the  re- 
ports of  the  proposed  visit  reached  that 
country.  They  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
by  surprise  when  they  had  temporarily 
to  postpone  the  visit  upon  receiving  a 
strongly  worded  Report  from  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  in  May,  1882,  that  the  intended 
visit  had — 

**  Led  to  the  report  of  his  restoration,  and 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  recent  damonstntion 
of  the  ex- Sing's  brothers,  and  was  prodadnr 
uneasinMS  in  Zululand,  and  int^ering  wiu 

the  settlement  of  that  country." 

He  (Sir  Henry  Holland^  was  justified 
in  assuming  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  thus  wanting  in  foresight, 
because  no  steps  were  taken  in  Zululand 
to  explain  the  state  of  the  case  to  the 
Chiefs,  and  to  prevent  any  uneasiness 
and  agitation,  nor  were  any  instructions 
to  that  effect  given  to  Sir  Henry  Bul- 
wer. Well,  the  restoration  was  decided 
upon;  it  was  decnded  upon  against  the 
strongly  expressed  opinions  of  hon. 
Members  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
of  the  House,  and,  if  he  remembered 
rightly,  on  the  other  side  also.  He 
himself  had  ventured  to  point  out  titie 
almost  oertainty  of  the  failure  of  such  a 
scheme.  It  was  decided  upon  against 
the  views  of  Lord  Wolseley,  who  pro- 
tested against  it  on  the  ground  of  danger 
to  Natal;  of  causing  serious  trouble  and 
bloodshed  in  Zululand ;  and  as  being  in 
direct  contravention  of  the^guarantee 
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giren  to  the  IS  Ohiefn  that,  nndflr  no  eir- 
onmstances,  should  Cetewayo  be  allowed 
to  settle  again  in  tiie  territory.  It  was 
af^inst  the  views  of  Sir  Theophilna 
Shepstone,  who  thought  it  would  **  be 
certain  to  produce  the  most  disastrous 
consequences."  It  was  against  theriews 
of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  who  strongly  op- 
posed the  scheme,  and  only  yielded 
when  he  was  informed  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  decided  upon  it, 
and  when  he  was  instructed  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  prepare  the  country 
for  the  return  of  the  ex-Kjng.  It  was 
against  the  views  of  the  Colonists  of 
Natal,  if  we  might  judge  from  a  protest 
of  the  Legislative  Council  oi  that 
Oolony,  and  from  resolutions  passed  at 
such  important  places  as  Durban,  Fietpr< 
muitzburg,  and  Newcastle.  And,  lastly, 
it  was  agwnst  the  wishes  of  the  majority 
of  the  13  appointed  Chiefb,  and  of  the 
bulk  of  the  Zulu  people.  As  regarded 
the  Zulu  people,  be  had  shown  how  en- 
tirely satisfied  they  were  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  Settlement  of  1879,  and  there 
was  no  reason  to  suppose  thst  the  bulk 
of  the  people  had  altered  their  views. 
No  doubt  a  certain  number  of  the 
people,  who  had  been  most  intimately 
connected  with  Cetewayo  and  his  family, 
were  interested  and  excited  by  the  pros- 
pect of  his  restoration  ;  but,  even  when 
he  came  back,  their  number  was  so 
limited  that  he  was  almost  alarmed  at 
the  want  of  enthusiasm.  It  was  true 
that  no  direct  protest  was  made  by  the 
people  against  the  return ;  but,  at  all 
events,  there  was  nu  Fetirion  in  favour 
of  it ;  and  whatever  advances  in  dviliza- 
tiott  the  Zulus  had  made  it  might  be 
admitted  that  they  had  not  advanced 
BO  far  as  they  had  in  this  country  in 
the  art  of  getting  up  and  presenting 
Petitions.  And  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  Natives  very  rewlily  fell  in 
with  the  decision  of  higher  Powers, 
when  once  made,  however  much  they 
might  dislike  it,  from  fear  of  opposing 
it.  And  when  they  were  considering 
the  feeling  of  the  people,  they  could  not 
but  treat  the  protests  of  the  Chiefs  and 
Headmen  as  representing,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  views  and  wishes 
of  their  followers.  Now,  how  did  the 
case  stand  as  regards  the  13  appointed 
Chiefs?  In  October,  1882,  five  oidy 
were  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  re- 
storation, while  eight  were  opposed  to 
it ;  and  even  aflw  the  decision  was  an- 


nounoed,  7  out  of  13  expressed  dis- 
sent. It  was  to  him  somewhat  surpris- 
ing that,  after  the  detennination  of  Her 
Maj  esty*s  Government  was  made  known, 
so  many  Chiefs  were  bold  enough  to 
protest,  because  the  Chiefs  m^M  na- 
turally have  feared  that  further  opposi- 
tion would  draw  down  on  them  the 
hoetility  and  vengeance  of  Cetewayo 
when  he  returned  to  Znluland,  backed 
up  by  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. And,  again,  as  late  as  January, 
1883,  they  would  find  30  Chiefs  and 
Headmen  protesting;  and  the  tone  of 
their  complaints  was  so  simple  and 
touching  that  he  would  venture  to  read 
it  to  the  Committee.    They  said — 

"  la  it  true  that  yoa  White  people  now  find 
that  Cetewayo  has  done  no  wrong  t  What 
wrong  have  tre  done  that  we  are  to  be  driven 
from  our  homes  F  We  cannot  live  under  Cete- 
wayo again.  Wo  look  to  the  Oovemment  to 
protect  ua,  and  to  aUow  ns  to  occapy  the  conn- 
try  to  which  we  helong,  and  which  we  rnnit 
leave  if  Cetewayo  is  pat  over  as." 

Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone  also  reports 
that— 

*'  All  complain  latterly  of  the  ohangea  now 
made  without  in  any  way  oonsolting  their 
feelings.'* 

The  restoration  was  made,  as  he  thought 
he  had  shown,  against  the  wishes  of  the 
majority  of  the  Chiefs,  and,  therefore, 
against  the  pledges  given  to  them  in 
1879.  It  had  been  urged  that,  in  par- 
tial redemption  of  those  pledges,  the 
Beserved  Territory  had  been  set  aside 
f(tr  such  Chiefs  as  did  not  wish  to  serve 
under  Cetewayo.  But  when  one  came 
to  look  at  it,  this  offer  was  little  better 
than  a  mockery.  There  would  be  a  very 
natural  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  leave  their  property,  and  homes, 
and  settle  down  in  a  new  territoty ;  and, 
unless  the  people  would  move,  it  was 
hopeless  to  suppose  that  the  Chiefs  woald 
separate  themselves  from  their  people, 
and  power,  and  property.  He  believed 
that,  in  fact,  not  a  single  Chief  had  up 
to  this  time  availed  himself  of  the  offer, 
with  the  exception  of  Usibepu,  who, 
after  his  total  defeat  by  Boers  and 
Usutus,  had  no  other  place  of  refuge. 
The  result  of  the  restoration  was,  as  pre- 
dicted, disastnms.  The  scheme  failed, 
and  mainly  owing  to  the  conduct  of 
Cetewayo  himself.  He  returned  to  his 
country  dissatisfied  with  the  conditions 
imposed  upon  him ;  sore  that  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  oonntiy  had  been  sepa- 
rated from  his  role ;  and  eapeciaZly  sore 
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that  the  Ohief  TTBibepa,  bis  "dog,"  an 
he  called  that  Chief,  bad  been  allowed 
to  retain  bis  separate  power  and  terri> 
tory.  He  began  at  onoe  to  assuine 
power  over  the  Chiefs  and  Natives  in 
the  Reserved  Territory,  in  spite  of  re- 
peated warnings  from  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
and  Hr.  Fjnn ;  he  soon  tiommenced 
hostilities  against  Ueibepu— an  attack 
utterly  unprovoked,  and  characterized 
by  8ir  Henry  Bulwer  as  another 
direct  and  most  serious  violation  of  the 
conditions."  Cetewayo  was  defeated, 
and  died,  and  the  scheme  of  the  reetora- 
tion  iiailed,  after  destroying  the  Settle- 
ment of  1879.  He  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
believed  that  he  liad  so  far  proved  bis 
argument  that  this  eounti^  had  incuzred 
a  responsibility  to  the  Zulu  people  that 
they  should  not  suffer— he  would  not 
put  it  higher — from  the  failure  of  a 
scheme  which  they  did  not  desire,  and 
which  was  forced  upon  them  by  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment. 
They  should  be  restored,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  the  state  in  which  they  wereunder 
the  Settlement,  and  which  they  would 
still  have  been  in  had  not  that  Settle- 
ment been  destroyed.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had,  however,  declared  that 
they  would  not  extend  British  authority 
or  protection  over  Zululand,  but  would 
only  undertake  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  integrity  of  the  Ite served  Territory. 
He  quite  adtoitted  that  it  was  absolutely 
essential  to  protect  this  territory.  It 
was  essential  in  the  interest  of  the 
Oolony  of  Natal,  and  it  was  essential 
not  only  in  the  interest  of  the  NaUves 
wiihin  that  territozy,  and  who  proposed 
to  remain  there,  but  for  the  interest  of 
those  without  the  territory.  The  pledge 
that  was  given  originally,  that  this  ter- 
ritory should  be  reserved  as  a  place  of 
refuge  for  those  who  did  not  desire  to 
remain  under  Cetewajo's  power,  must 
certainly  be  held  to  continue  in  full  force 
for  those  who  desired  to  fly  from  tlie 
fighting  and  bloodshed  which  bad  fol- 
lowed upon  the  failure  of  the  scheme  of 
restoration.  It  was  not  easy  to  know 
exactly  what  was  going  on  in  the  Be- 
serve,  and  what  danger  there  was  of  an 
attack  upon  it;  but  as  British  troops 
were  employed  there,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive thi^  there  would  be  any  substan- 
tial difiiculty  in  maintaining  it.  The 
difficolty — and  a  very  grave  and  serious 
difficulty  it  was — with  which  we  had  to 
deal,  arose  from  the  state  of  things  out- 


side the  Beservfl.  Here,  again,  it  was 
not  easy  to  ascertain  what  was  the  exact 
state  of  things,  as  the  conditions  were 
ooustantly  changing.  We  knew  that 
the  Chiefs  had  been  fighting  amongst 
themselves  ;  we  knew  that  Usibepuhad 
been  attacked  and  defeated  by  a  united 
force  of  Boers  and  Usutua  ;  but  the  state 
of  things  had  been  undoubtedly  com- 
plicated, and  the  difficulties  greatly  in- 
creased, by  the  introduction  of  the  Boer 
element.  The  Boers  were  like  stormy 
petrels.  They  scented  storms  from  afar, 
and  were  always  to  be  found  East  or 
West  of  the  Transvaal,  wherever  Native 
quarrels  arose.  They  combined  also  the 
rapacity  of  vultures,  for  they  always 
got  good  pickings  from  the  battlefields 
where  Native  quarrels  were  fought  out. 
Their  mode  of  proceeding  was  simple 
enough.  Tbey  began  by  settling  down 
in  small  numbers  on  the  land  which 
they  desired  to  have.  Tbey  created  or 
fostered  tribal  disputes,  and  they  took 
one  side  or  the  other  in  consideration  of 
concession  of  land  ;  and  then,  when  the 
time  was  ripe,  and  the  Natives  were 
sufficiently  weakened  by  fighting  each 
other,  they  threw  off  all  disguise  and 
annexed  the  laud.  That  plan  had  heea 
pursued  with  great  advantage  to  them- 
selves on  the  West  of  the  Transvaal,  and 
that  plan  they  were  pursuing  on  the 
East  of  the  Transvaal ;  and  they  would 
succeed  unless  we  iote^ered,  which,  ap- 
parently, we  wtxe  not  going  to  do.  We 
found  them  negotiating  with  the  Usutua 
in  1882,  and  we  learnt  in  1884  that  a 
large  number,  &om  400  to  8U0,  armed 
Boers  had  entered  the  territory,  and 
had  made  Dinizulu  Bin^  in  return  for 
territorial  concessions.  He  would  ven- 
ture to  read  to  the  House  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer's  remarks  upon  this  Boer  inva- 
sion or  settlement,  as  they  seemed  to  him 
to  carry  great  weight.  Bir  Henry  Bul- 
wer said — 

"  The  BituatioQ  is  very  fj^ve.  H  we  allow 
the  Boers  to  ioterfere  and  make  Dinisuln  Eioff, 
it  will  be  a  most  seriooB  blow  to  British  power 
in  SoQlh  Africa.  They  will  also  become  masters 
of  Zululand,  to  the  permanent  losa  of  the  Zula 
people,  and  to  the  great  injury  of  Natal,  to 
which  will  resort  refagfees,  for  whom  thRro  is  no 
room  and  no  future  outlet.  The  Native  ques- 
tion will  be  thereby  gravely  complicated.  In 
the  Heserve,  also,  we  should  probably  have 
immediate  Usatu  contests." 

Those  fears  were  probably  wdlfbunded. 
What,  then,  had  been  the  result  of 
the  policy  of  the  Govemmoit  in  Zulu- 
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land  f    They  had  destroyed  the  power 
of  the  Zulu  people,  and  now  it  was 
proposed  to  leave  them  in  the  hands 
of  their  most  hated  enemies,  whom, 
in  Oetewayo's  time,  they  could  easily 
hare  conquered,  and  would  have  con- 
quered but  for  our  remonstrances  with 
Cetewayo.    What  polity  had  been  sug- 
gested to  meet   the  difficulty  of  the 
case  ?    Sir  Henry  Bulwor  had  suggested 
an  extension  of  the  iteserved  Territory; 
but  this  suggestion  was  made  before 
Usibepu  was  defeated,  and  if  any  exten- 
sion were  now  to  be  made  it  would  have 
to  inolude  all  Zululand.    Ke  did  not 
know  whether  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  would 
rerommend  such  an  extcDsion ;  but  Her 
Majef-ty's  Government  had,  at  all  events, 
declined  to  be  parties  to  any  eztenaton 
beyond  the  Reserved  Territory,  and  he 
was  not  prepared  to  find  fault  with  that 
decision.   It  wss  not  for  hnn.  Members 
on  that  f)ide  of  the  House  to  state  what 
policy  the  Qovemment  should  pursue. 
They  had  not  the  Papers  and  the  confi- 
dential information  which  the  Govern- 
ment had,  and  were  not  in  a  position  to 
advise.     But  he  ventured,  with  very 
great  diffidence,  to  submit  to  the  Govem- 
zoent  a  course  of  policy  which  be  thought 
was  worthy  of  coosideration,  which  was 
quite  distinct  from   annexation,  but 
which,  if  practicable  and  acted  upon, 
might  even  now  restore  peace  and  order 
in  this  unfortunate  oountry,  and  relieve 
us  of  much  of  the  danger  and  difficulty 
surrounding  the  present  position.  He 
would  endeavour  to  treat  the  country 
again  as  we  treated  it  in  1879 ;  in  other 
words,  he  would  endeavDor  to  revert  to 
the  lines  of  the  Settlement  of  1879,  and 
to  govern  the  people  by  Native  Chiefs ;  i 
but,  at  the  same  time,  to  strengthen  the  | 
authority  of  those  Chiefs  by  the  reten- 
tion and  exercise  of  a  direct  and  guiding 
authority  through  Kesidents  who  should 
have  judicial  and  political  powers.  It 
might  be  asked,  how  could  this  plan 
now  be  put  in  operation  ?   He  would 
suggest  that  Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  or 
Sir  Henr^  Bulwer,  or  someone  in  whom 
the  GhieiB  had  confidence,  should  be  de- 
puted to  summon  the  Chiefs  to  meet  at 
some  point  outside  the  Reserve  Terri- 
tory.  The  Chiefs  should  be  asked  to 
appoint,  or  to  allow  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  appoint,  some  single  CbieC,  or 
as  many  Ohiefa  as  they  desired,  under 
whom  they  would  serve.    The  Chiefs 
should  be  required  to  agree,  as  Sir 
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Evelyn  Wood  ai^^sted,  to  combine  to 
put  down  any  fighting  or  disturbanco  at 
the  request  ol  the  British  authority. 
Residents  should  be  appointed  vrith 
judicial  and  political  powers.  An  ap- 
peal should  lie  to  the  Lieutenant  G^ 
vemor  of  Natal  in  all  intertribal  disputes ; 
and  provision  should  be  made  against 
the  sale  of  land  to  White  men.  Of 
course,  he  did  n(>t  conceal  from  himself 
the  difficulty  arising  from  the  Boers. 
A  firm  hand  would  have  to  be  kept  on 
the  Boers  who  had  settled  down  in  Zulu- 
land.  They  must  be  called  upon  either 
to  assent  to  the  authority  of  the  Chiefs 
and  the  British  authority — and  thej 
might  be  induced  to  do  that  if  their 
titles  to  the  lands  which  they  now  held 
were  confirmed  to  them— or  to  retire. 
Some  might  be  disposed  to  take  the 
latter  course,  if  their  hopes  of  further 
gain,  and  of  establishing  a  Boer  Re- 
public, were  thus  taken  from  them  ;  and 
he  would  not  be  disinclined  to  give  them 
some  compensation  for  the  land  they 
gave  up.  Compensation,  he  knew,  was 
an  ugly  word  ;  but  he  believed  any 
amount  of  compensation  would  be  well 
spent  if,  by  giving  it,  we  could  once'  giet 
the  Boers  out  of  Zululand,  and  thus 
free  the  Zulus.  Then,  as  regarded  the 
prevention  of  further  encroachments,  be 
did  not  believe  we  should  have  muoh 
difficulty  if  the  Government  would  hare 
the  courage  to  act  firmly  with  the  Trans- 
vaal GKivemment — a  quality  in  whidi 
they  had  been  deficient  up  to  this  time. 
The  Government  should  call  upon  the 
Transraal  Government  to  act  upon  the 
Second  Article  of  the  reoentConventitHi, 
By  that  Article  it  was  provided  that — 

"  The  Goverament  of  the  South  African  Re- 
public will  strictly  adhere  to  the  boandariM 
dofined  in  the  First  Artude  of  tiaa  Conventkm, 
and  vill  do  its  utmost  to  prevent  any  fd  its 
inhabitants  from  making  any  encroachmeata 
upon  lands  beyond  the  said  boundaries.  The 
Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  vtll 
appoint  CommiBsioners  upon  the  Eastern  and 
Western  borders,  whose  dut^  it  will  be  atriotly 
to  guard  mainst  irregnlaritiea  and  trespassing 
over  the  boundaries.  Uer  Majesty's  Qovera- 
ment  vill,  if  necessaryj  appoint  Commissioners 
in  the  Native  territories  outside  the  Eastern 
and  Woe  tern  borders  of  the  Sonth  African  Be* 
public  to  maintain  order  and  prevsnt  encroach- 
meata." 

He  had  read  this  Article  in  ta\l  to  the 
Oommittee,  because,  a  short  time  ago, 
in  answer  to  a  Question,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Mr.  firefyn  Ashley)  .said 
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that  they  oonld  not  well  call  upon  the 
Bonth  Afrioan  Bepublio  to  appoint  a 
OommisaioDer  nntil  Her  Majestj^'s  Go- 
vernment bad  appointed  one  tbemselves, 
Thicb  they  had  not  determined  to  do; 
but  it  WBB  clear  from  the  terms  of 
Article  II.  that,  while  the  Boera  were 
bound  to  appoint  CommiBsioners,  the 
British  Government  were  only  required 
to  do  so  if  necessary.    [Mr.  Evelyn 
Ashley  :  The  Oonvention  has  not  been 
ratified.]    That  was  true;  but  he  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  thought  that  if  this 
Article  could  not  be  legally  enforced,  a 
compliance  with  it  might  be  pressed 
upon  the  Boers,  or  that  the  Boers  might 
be  required  to  take  such  a  step  under 
the  former  Convention.   We  were  bound 
to  settle  this  Boer  question ;  and  so  im- 
portant was  it  to  prevent  any  further 
trespassini^  that  he  would  be  ready  to 
make  further  concessions  to  the  Trans- 
vaal Government — as,  for  example,  the 
abandonment  of  the  large  debt  now  due 
to  this  country — if  he  could  thereby  ob- 
tain an  honest  and  bond  fide  security  that 
the  Republic  would  prevent  any  further 
encroachments.     He  had  veiitured  to 
suggest  Bome  policy  of  this  kind  for  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;  but  he  did  not  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  affirm  this  or  any  other  special 
course  of  action,  but  only  to  affirm  ^at, 
under  all  the  oireumstanoes  of  the  case, 
this  country  had  incurred  obligations 
and  responsibilities  to  the  Zulu  people 
outside  as  well  as  inside  the  Reserved 
T»ritof7;  and  that  the  (Government 
ought  to  endeavour  faithfully  to  meet 
those  obligations  and  responsibilities, 
and  to  secure  some  kind  of  peace  and 
order  in  this  unhappy  Zululand.  He 
must  apologize  to  the  Committee  for 
having  detained  them  so  long,  and  for 
having  gone  so  far  back  into  the  history 
and  details  of  this  case.    His  excuse 
was  that  he  had  to  contend  with  the 
very  natural  reluctance  of  this  country 
to  engage  in  further  expeditions  and 
further  expenditure  in  Zulutand ;  he 
had  to  contend  with  the  still  more  na- 
tural reluctance  to  engage  ourselves  in 
further  complioationA  with  the  Boers; 
and  he  had  to  contend  with  the  desire 
to  limit  our  responsibilities,  instead  of 
extending  them,  and  to  content  ourselves 
with  maintaining  peace  in  our  own  Colo- 
nies.  He  'had  been  compelled,  there- 
fore, to  make  it  clear  that  we  had,  by 
ooz  policy,  inoomd  duties  and  responsi- 


bilities towards  the  Zulu  people.  If  he 
had  convinced  the  Committee  that  that 
was  the  case,  he  could  not  doubt  that 
this  country,  however  unpalatable  the 
task  might  be,  or  however  expensive 
and  difficult,  would  support  the  Govern- 
ment if  they  firmly,  manfully,  and 
honestly  endeavoured  to  perform  those 
duties  and  responsibilities. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  Bam,  not  exceeding  £38,567  (in- 
cluding a  Supplementary  Bum  of  £30,000),  bs 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  18(i6,  for  certain 
Chargea  connected  with  the  Orange  River  Terri- 
tory, the  Transvaal,  Zululaod,  the  Island  of 
St.  Helena,  and  the  High  Commissioner  for 
South  Africa."— (Jfr.  Gug  Dawmy.) 

Mb.  WODEHOTJSE  said,  he  did  not 
mropose  to  follow  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  in  his  vindication  of  tJie 
Wolseley  Settlement,  nor  in  his  obser- 
vations adverse  to  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo.    He  would  confine  himself 
exclusively  to  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  Zululand.    He  never  heard  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  North 
Biding  of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Ghiy  Dawnay) 
speak  of  the  affairs  of  these  distant  ter- 
ritories,  which  he  knew  so  well,  and  on 
which  he  was  so  well  entitled  to  speak, 
without  regretting  that  the  weight  and 
authority  which  would  .naturally  attach 
to  his  words  were  marred  by  that  exu- 
berant animosity  against  Her  Majesty's 
Government  which  seemed  to  inflame 
all  he  uttered.   But  he  fully  shared  the 
hon.  Member's  (Mr.  Guy  Bawnay's) 
dense  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation  in 
Zululand,  and  of  the  need  of  prompt 
and  decided  action  there.    It  was  time 
for  a  more  direct  and  determined  ezer* 
cise  of  authority  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.    We  could  not, 
without  discredit,  ignore  our  obligations 
to  the  entire  Zulu  people,  whether  they 
were  in  the  Eeserve  or  beyond  it.  The 
hoQ.  Member  for  the  North  Riding  for 
bade  them,  if  he  (Mr.  Wodehouse) 
might  say  so,  to  allude  to  the  Zulu  War. 
But  they  must  allude  to  it,  because  that 
war  was  the  origin  of  our  responsibility 
for  the  present  distracted  condition  of 
Zululand.     Until  that  war  the  Zulus 
were  a  strong  and  compact  Native  race, 
more  than  able  to  hold  ueir  own  against 
the  Boers.    We  shattered  their  strong 
cohesion,  and  left  them  a  pjey  to  tho 
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greed  of  the  Been.  He  mast  remiod 
the  Oommittee  that  vhen  Her  Hajesty'e 
Goremment  were  oegotiating  the  I^- 
torta  CoDvendon,  throngh  their  Com- 
miseiooers  on  the  spot,  they  proposed  to 
sever  from  the  TraDsraal  a  strip  of  terri- 
tory on  its  Eastern  border;  but  the 
Boers  objected,  and  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vernment  gave  way  to  them  on  this  point. 
From  this  decision,  however,  one  of  the 
Commissioners,  Sir  Evelyn  Wood,  dis- 
sented, on  the  ground  that  the  separation 
of  the  Transvaal  from  Zululand  was 
essential  for  the  prevention  of  intrigues 
which  would  be  fatal  to  the  peace  of 
Zululand,  and  might  even  menace  the 
safety  of  Natal ;  and  oertainly  the  sequel 
of  events  had  tended  to  prove  rather 
than  disprove  the  accuracy  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Wood's  foresight.  We  must  anticipate 
sustained  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
Transva^  Boers,  in  whatenr  directions 
they  were  free  to  advance.  Some  oheek 
had  been  put  on  their  encroachments  on 
the  Western  side  of  the  Transvaal  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Machenzie  as  Oom- 
missioner  in  Bec^uanaland ;  and  he 
wished  that  some  similar  action  were 
taken  to  check  their  advance  on  the 
Eastern  border.  It  was  vain  to  suppose 
that  the  Transvaal  Boers  would  observe 
any  boundaries  fixed  by  Treaty  or  Con- 
vention. They  would  violate  without 
scruple  the  most  solemn  assurances  and 
the  most  formal  engagements ;  and  they 
were  more  than  ever  Ukely  to  do  so  now. 
He  would  tdl  the  Committee  why.  When 
the  Trausvaal  deputation  were  over  in 
this  country  negotiating  the  receotly- 
nutde  Convention,  their  ostensible  organ 
and  advocate  in  the  London  Press  was 
TAt  Timet;  and  Ih$  JVmm  argued 
throughout  that,  as  we  had  no  inten- 
tion of  undertaking  militaiy  operations 
against  the  Boers  in  any  case,  we  had 
better  accept  at  once  whatever  terms  they 
might  be  graciously  pleased  to  offer. 
Now,  if  the  Transvaal  deputation  had 
carried  back  to  their  countrymen  the  in- 
formation that,  do  what  they  would, 
England  would  never  fight  them  again, 
why  should  they  observe  inconvenient 
engafEements  ?  But  that  was  not  all. 
The  Transvaal  deputation  made  a  tour 
on  the  Continent,  and  visited  some  of  the 
principal  capitals  of  Europe.  In  Paris 
and  Berlin,  every  newspaper  that  wished 
to  be  spiteful  to  this  country  flatterad 
them  about  their  militaiy  prowess, 
whic^  had  thrioe  defeated  Britiui  arms. 

Mr,  W6d*hou9i 


In  Berlin  they  were  reoeived  with  effo- 
sive  honours  by  the  Cterman  Empera 
and  his  Chancellor ;  and  they  were  fur- 
ther gratified  by  the  Imperial  patronage 
of  the  German  settlement  at  Angra  Pe- 
quena.  Now  the  reports  of  all  these 
things  had  gone  out  to  South  Africa, 
and  were  circulatinf?  through  every 
Dutch  farmhouse,  inflaming  the  vanity 
and  self-assertion  of  the  Boers,  and 
giving  a  fresh  impulse  to  their  restless 
aggression.  Again,  there  was  anothsr 
circumstance  which  pointed  in  the  same 
direction.  There  had  recently  been  a 
change  of  Ministry  in  the  Cape  Colony, 
and  the  new  Ministry  oould  not  stand 
without  support  from  the  extreme  Dutch 
Party.  Moreover,  these  new  Ministecs 
were  the  very  men  who  forced  the  Ba- 
sutos  into  rebellion  by  their  disarma- 
ment polity,  and  who  would  haveoonfis- 
rated  Basuto  territory,  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  not  intervened.  And 
what  was  the  first  declaration  of  polity 
made  by  them  after  taking  Office?  Why, 
that  they  intended  to  keep  a  firmer  hand 
on  the  Natives  than  their  Predecessors 
had  dime.  Every  Native  in  South  Africa 
would  understand  the  meaning  of  that 
declaration.  All  these  oiroumstances 
pointed  to  the  likelihood  of  self-asserlion 
and  increased  aggression  on  the  part  of 
the  Dutch  farmers,  and  a  corresponding 
increase  of  alarm  and  uoeaaiaess  on  the 
part  of  the  Natives.  Now,,  whether  we 
had  to  deal  with  trouble  in  Zululand,  or 
Swaziland,  or  Basutoland,  or  Beobuana* 
land,  one  dominant  consideration  always 
lay  at  the  root  of  the  question ;  and  that 
was,  did  England  intend,  or  not,  to  he, 
in  fact,  as  in  name,  the  paramoont  con- 
trolling and  guiding  Power  througihont 
South  Africa?  The  Transvaal  deputation 
made  no  seoret  of  their  views  as  to  the 
proper  position  of  England  in  South 
Africa;  they  would  leave  to  England 
neither  place,  nor  power,  nor  duty  there, 
except  the  single  duty  of  guarding  those 
territories  from  transmarine  invasion. 
Happily,  these  pretensions  met  with  no 
countenance  from  Her  Majesty's  Ouvmh- 
ment.  They  had  rescued  the  trade  route 
through  Bechuanaland  from  the  Trans- 
vaal Boers ;  and  they  had  got  rid  of  the 
Sand  Biver  Conrentiou.  That  Conven- 
tion being  gone,  we  were  free,  if  we 
thought  proper,  to  enter  into  friendly 
relations,  by  Treaty  or  otherwise,  with 
Native  Tribes  all  ronnd  the  Xransyaal, 
and  free  also,  if  ever  we  found  it  ezpe- 
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diott,  to  supply  the  Natives  with  arms 

and  ammanition.  Moreover,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Goremment  had  reserved  to  them- 
selres  the  right  of  veto  upon,  all  Trea- 
ties concluded  by  the  Boers  with  Foreign 
States.  They  had  put  a  British  Com- 
miasioner  in  Bechuanaland,  and  had 
also  resumed  Imperial  administration  in 
Basntoland.  All  the^e  acts  were  clear 
reoognitioDS  of  Imperial  duties  and  re- 
Bpoasibiiities  in  South  Africa.  If,  then, 
these  duties  aod  responsibilities  were 
reoognued — if  this  line  of  policy  was 
deliberately  ohoeen,  he  hoped  thst  what- 
ever was  done  might  not  be  marred  by 
proorattination  and  half  -  heartedness. 
whatever  we  meant  to  do  let  us  do  it 
quickly,  because  every  hour  of  delay 
raised  fresh  obstades  in  our  path.  We 
ought  to  do  our  work  well,  or  else  we 
had  better  leave  it  alone  altogether.  He 
made  these  observations  because  he 
gathered  from  the  language  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (the 
Earl  of  Derby)  that  he  regarded  the  re- 
aamption  of  Lnperial  rule  in  Basntoland, 
and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Mackenzie 
in  Bechuanaland,  as  measures  of  a  ten- 
tative and  experimental  character.  He 
(Mr.  Wodehouse)  strongly  deprecated 
such  language.  It  carried  misgiving  and 
uncertainty  to  the  minds  of  all  friends  of 
English  policy  in  South  Africa,  and  was 
a  direct  incentive  to  its  enemies  to  plot 
and  tatrigne  to  make  the  policy  a  failure. 
If  these  qualifying  phrases  were  in- 
tended to  diminish  Imperial  responsi- 
bility, or  to  provide  paths  of  escape  from 
future  embarrassments,  they  were  futile ; 
they  would  not  lighten  the  burden  of 
our  responsibility  by  the  weight  of  a 
single  grain,  nor  shorten  its  duration  by 
a  single  hour.  This  vas  not  a  time  to 
temporize  and  minimize  in  South  Africa. 
Things  would  not  settle  down,  if  left  to 
themselves ;  but  they  would  go  from  bed 
to  worse.  In  addition  to  the  aggression 
of  the  Transvaal  Boers,  we  had  to 
reckon  with  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the 
disoovery  of  the  Diamond  Fields,  and 
all  the  recent  wars  there  had  been, 
South  Africa  swarmed  with  adventurers 
of  the  worst  kinds,  who  fostered  all  in- 
tortribal  quarrels  and  family  fends  of 
Native  Chiefs  for  their  own  sordid  ad- 
vantage. He  therefore  hoped  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  grasp  the 
situation  in  Zululand  and  elsewhere  with 
vigour  and  decision,  and  that  they  would 
not  shrink  from  appointing  Bepresen- 


tativee  of  Her  Majesty,  wherever  the 

peace  of  South  Africa  demanded  the 
presence  of  such  officers.  It  would  be 
bettor  for  us  to  make  an  abrupt  and 
complete  repudiation  of  all  our  obliga- 
tions to  the  Natives,  and  extricate  our- 
selves by  a  sudden  wrench  from  every 
quarter  of  South  Africa,  except  Simon's 
Bay  and  Cape  Town,  rather  than  linger 
on  the  scenn  while  we  suffered  the  name 
of  the  Queen,  which  had  been  to  the 
Natives  in  the  past  a  symbol  of  fidelity 
to  Imperial  obligations  and  the  pledge 
of  national  honour,  to  fade  into  a  mere 
delusive  phantom,  and  be  known  to 
them  only  as  a  broken  reed  to  lean  on. 

Mr.  B.  N.  fowler  (Lord  Mayor) 
said,  he  had  listened  with  great  interest 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Wodehonse). 
The  hon.  Gentleman  bad  given  them  a 
^eiy  graphic  description  of  the  position 
of  things  with  respect  to  the  Boers  at 
the  present  moment.  With  all  the  re> 
marks  of  the  hon.  Member  he  cordially 
agreed.  He  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  on  this  subject  during  the 
present  Session,  and  he  did  not  propose 
to  trouble  the  Committee  at  any  length. 
They  had  listened  to  a  very  remarkable 
speech  from  hts  hon.  Friend  the  MembOT 
for  Midhurst  (Sir  Henry  Hollaod),  and 
they  knew  that  everything  the  hon. 
Baronet  said  in  that  House  was  al- 
ways worthy  of  the  utmost  attention, 
and  on  this  question  particularly  eveiy- 
thing  whioh  fell  from  the  hon.  Baronet 
deserved  the  greatest  consideration.  Ho 
(Mr.  B.  N.  Fowler)  approached  the 
matter,  however,  from  a  diffinrent  point 
of  view  to  his  hon.  Friend.  The  hon. 
Baronet  was  a  consistent  opponent  of 
the  restoration  of  Cetewayo  ;  but,  so  far 
as  an  humble  Member  like  himself 
could,  he  (Mr.  B.  N.  Fowler)  took  the 
responsibility  of  having  recommended 
that  restoration.  His  hon.  Friend  seemed 
to  think  that,  in  1881,  under  the  Settle- 
ment of  1879,  the  condition  of  Znluland 
was  as  nearly  that  of  a  paradise  as  it 
could  well  be.  His  (Mr.  B.  N.  Fowler's) 
recollection  of  the  condition  of  Zula- 
land,  so  far  as  he  could  gather  from 
what  he  heard  when  he  made  a  per- 
sonal visit  to  the  Cape  and  Natal  in 
Nuvember,  1881,  was  thatZululand  was 
not  in  the  very  peaceftd.  and  happy, 
and  Elysian  state  described  by  his  hon. 
Friend.  At  that  time  many  people  were 
recommending  that  John.  Dunn  should 
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be  made  King  of  the  Zulns,  vMwCetewayo 
deposed.  John  Duim  himself  was  cer- 
tainly goiDff  about  recommending  that 
there  should  be  a  Paramount  Chief,  and 
Bugffestmg  that  he  was  the  man  who 
would  beat  promote  the  peace  of  the 
country  by  easuming  that  position.  He 
rather  thought  that  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  North  Biding  (Mr.  Guy 
Bawnay),  judging  from  his  epeeohes  at 
the  time,  was  an  advocate  of  that  oouree ; 
at  all  events,  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  not 
very  much  opposed  to  it.  Well,  there- 
fore, they  had  the  evidence  of  that  well- 
known  character,  John  Dunn,  that  the 
state  of  Zululandat  that  period  was  not 
as  peaceable  as  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  tor  Midhnrst  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land) had  represented.  Her  Majesty's 
Go  vera  men  t  thought  it  proper  to  restore 
Cetewayo.  Those  of  them  who  recom- 
mended that  course  might  be  twitted  for 
having  given  such  advice,  inasmuch  as 
it  had  failed;  but,  in  the  first  place,  he 
ought  to  say  the  course  the  Goverameut 
took  was  not  altogether  the  course  he 
and  others  recommended.  The  reeto- 
ratton  of  Cetewayo  was  done  in  a  half- 
hearted manner.  Cetewayo  was  only 
restored  to  a  portion  of  his  Kingdom. 
Though,  no  doubt,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment thought  he  ought  to  be  very 
grateful  for  what  they  had  done,  Cete- 
wayo and  others  thought  he  had  not  re- 
ceived full  justice ;  and,  therefore,  there 
was  a  misunderstanding  in  that  respect. 
Again,  although  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment sent  bacS:  Cetewayo  in  accordance 
with  their  own  policy,  that  policy 
was  very  strongly  disap|nvTed  of 
by  the  Oovemment  of  Natal.  The 
CfovMnment  of  Natal,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  took  a  very  different  view  to  that 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government; 
and  he  asked  anyone  what  was  the 
chance  of  the  policy  being  succeBsful, 
when  it  was  carried  out  by  an  agent 
who  utterly  disapproved  of  the  views  of 
his  superiurs?  What  chance  was  there 
of  the  success  of  the  policy,  when  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer,  who  was  the  agent 
appointed  to  carry  it  out,  disapproved  of 
it  'i  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  that 
distinguished  man  would  not  do  his  best 
to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  still  they  knew  that  when 
a  man  had  to  cany  out  a  policy  which 
he  considered  was  foredoomed  to 
failure,  that  vo^tiy  was  sure  to  be  carried 
out  in  a  half-hearted  sort  of  way ;  all 
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sorts  of  difflcultiea  were  anre  to  bo 

raised ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  B.  N. 
Fowler)  that,  under  such  ciroamstanoes, 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government^ 
which  was  urged  upon  them  by  Mem- 
'  bers  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  never 
had  a  chance  of  success.  If  the  (Govern- 
ment wished  their  policy  to  succeed, 
they  had  only  one  course  to  pursue, 
and  that  was  to  promote  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  to  some  other  Colony,  and  place 
in  Natal  a  Governor  who  was  prepared 
to  carry  out  their  views.  He  would  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  the  poution  of 
things  at  Natal  had  altered  very  con- 
siderably of  late ;  there  was  a  great 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  things  at 
Natal  in  the  beginning  of  1 882.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  at  that  time  pro- 
posed to  revert  to  the  old  system,  hy 
which  Natal  was  administered  by  a 
Lieutenant  Governor,  subordinate  to  the 
Governor  at  the  Cape.  When  Lord 
Kimberley  had  appointed  a  gentleman, 
to  take  the  place  of  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor, under  Sir  Hercules  Hobinson, 
Natal  raised  considerable  opposition. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  altered  their 
plans,  and  appointed  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
as  full  Governor.  Whether  that  pro- 
ceeding had  answered  was  open  to  ques- 
tion. A  point  hod  been  made  aboutthe 
disturbance  before  Cetewayo's  return, 
and  it  bad  also  been  said  that  Cetewayo 
promoted  disturbances  amongst  the 
other  tribes.  The  Bishop  of  Natal  (the 
late  Dr.  Colenso),  however,  in  a  letter, 
had  said — 

"  At  the  present  moment  there  is  no  evidenoe 
that  Cetewayo  has  had  SQyth)0({  to  do  with 
these  disturbanceq ;  they  seem  to  be  the  out- 
come of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer's  iSettlement." 

He  quoted  this  extract  to  show  that  it 
was  just  possible  that  Cetewayo  was  not 
o^en  to  the  charges  brought  against 
him  by  the  lion.  Baronet  (Sir  Henry 
Holland).  He  did  not  quite  understand 
what  bis  hon.  Friend's  (Mr.  Quy 
Dawnay's)  view  was  as  to  the  Motion 
he  submitted  to  the  Committee.  He 
thought  it  was  as  well  they  should  have 
a  discussion  on  this  very  important 
question,  and  for  that  reason  he  waa 
glad  his  hon.  Friend  had  initiated  the 
debate ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  did 
not  quite  imderstand  what  was  the 
exact  question  they  were  to  decide  by  a 
division.  As  he  had  already  said,  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
bad  failed ;  and  he  (Mr.  £.  N.  Fowler) 
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was  as  much  responsible  as  a  private 
Member  could  be  for  the  adoption  of 
that  policy.  If  his  hon.  Friend  meant, 
by  proposinpf  to  reduce  the  Vote,  to 
censure  the  Government  for  the  restora- 
tion of  Oetewayo,  he  (Mr.  E.  N.  Fowler) 
certainly  could  not  support  him ;  but 
would  be  obliged  to  go  into  the  Lobby 
against  him.  He  did  not  well  see  what 
could  be  the  use  of  dividing  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  ;  certainly,  if  bts  hon. 
Friend  did  go  to  a  division,  he  ought  to 
tell  the  Committee  more  clearly  than  he 
had  yet  done  what  his  object  was. 

Mr.  ETLANDS  said,  he  did  not 
propose  to  follow  the  Lord  Mayor 
(Mr.  E.  N.  Fowler)  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo, 
because  he  thought,  in  the  short  space 
of  time  they  had  at  their  disposal,  they 
ought  to  direct  their  attention  specially 
to  the  future;  he  did  not  think  they 
need  go  at  all  into  the  past.  If  he  were 
to  Tenture  upon  a  discussion  of  what 
had  taken  place,  he  certainly  should 
condemn  the  late  Government ;  and  he 
was  not  quite  sure  also  that  he  woi^d 
not  have  something  condemnatory  to 
say  about  the  present  Government. 
But  that  was  not  the  point.  They  were 
placed  in  drcumatances  of  great  diffi- 
cult, ocoaaioning  great  anxiety;  .and 
the  real  question  was,  what  was  to  be 
onr  policy.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Meniber  for  Bath  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  had 
made  a  speech,-  in  which  he  advocated 
what  migbt  be  called  the  Imperial 
spread-eagle  policy.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man bad  said  that  we  must  have  a  sub- 
stantial and  real  Suzerain  power  over 
the  whole  of  South  Africa.  What  did 
he  mean?  Did  he  consider  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  "White  inhabitants  of  South 
Africa  were  Dutch,  aud  that  the  remain- ; 
ing  population,  for  the  most  part,  cnn- 
UBted  of  various  African  tribes  ?  Did 
he  remember  that  British  Imperielism 
was  represented  by  a  comparatively 
onsU  number  of  Colonists,  and  by  the 
red  eoats  of  the  British  Army ;  and  did 
he  wish  theCommittec  to  understand  that 
the  policy  he  was  prepared  to  recom- 
mend to  Her  Majesty's  Government  was 
that  that  small  handful  of  British 
Colonists  should  be  backed  up  by  all 
the  force  of  the  British  Army,  in  order 
to  compel  the  Natives  to  submit  to  the 
Imperial  Suzerainty  of  England  ?  Did 
the  hon.  Member  propose  that?  because, 
il  so,  he  was  only  pn^iosing  what  had 


been  tried  again  and  again,  and  the  cou- 
sequence  of  which  had  been  that  we  had 
caused  bloodshed  and  misery  over  many 
parts  of  Africa.  We  had  entailed  upon 
the  British  taxpayer  large' burdens,  that 
had  gone  on  increasing  from  year  to 
year,  and  for  which  they  had  actually 
nothing  to  show.  He  recollected  read- 
ing, some  years  a|;o,  a  book  by  Anthony 
TroUope,  in  which  the  writer  commented 
upon  the  fact  that,  when  he  was  in  Katal, 
he  saw  very  few  Whites  who  did  not 
wear  red  cot^.  It  struck  Mr.  Anthony 
Trollope  that  these  red  coats  were  doing 
the  work  of  the  Natal  Colonists,  but  were 
not  paid  by  the  Natal  Colonists,  but  by 
the  British  taxpayer  at  home;  and  he 
said  he  could  not  help  fancying  that  he 
saw  each  of  these  red  coats  being  carried 
on  the  back  of  the  struggling  operatives 
.of  Lancashire.  And  so  it  was  with  these 
Colonies.  He  (Mr.  Bylands)  knew  pre- 
cisely what  the  motive  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleioan  the  Member  for  the  North  Hiding 
(Mr.  Guy  Dawnay)  and  his  hon.  Friends 
was.  What  they  wanted  was  that  we 
should  take  an  active  part  in  Zululand ; 
that  we  should  stand  all  the  burden ; 
and  that  the  Natal  Government  should 
have  any  advantage  that  might  arise 
from  our  endeavours  and  exertions. 
Were  the  Natal  (Jovernmeat  prepared 
to  pay  for  any  operations  that  might  be 
undertaken  ?  No ;  they  would  not  pay 
the  miserable  amount  that  was  now 
owing  to  us,  and  we  had  a  number  of 
soldiers  in  Natal,  for  whom  they  did  not 
pay  anything  at  all.  Why  should  we 
protect  these  Colonies  if  they  would  not 
do  anything  to  protect  themselves?  Hon. 
G^entlemen  argued  that  it  was  important 
we  should  take  care  that  all  the  tribes 
who  were  fighting  with  one  another 
should  be  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace. 
How  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  ? 
Were  we  to  occupy  that  enormous  terri- 
tory by  our  soldiery ;  were  we  to  decide 
between  the  tribes ;  and  were  we  to  use 
our  power  to  crush  any  portion  of  the 
Natives  we  thought  were  doing  wrong  ? 
We  had  done  all  that  before ;  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that,  whenever  we  luid 
intervened  amongst  the  Natives  —  no 
doubt  we  had  done  so  with  the  best 
motives — we  had  produced  evils  that  had 
been  absolutely  greater  than  those  we 
sought  to  suppress.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  been  acciistomed  to  read  South 
African  Blue  Books,  as  he  had  for  seve- 
ral years,  oonld  not  &il  to  have  noticed 
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the  samenesa  in  the  Btory.  They  might 
take  up  a  Blue  Book  published  10  years 
ago,  and,  while  probably  they  would  not 
be  familiar  with  the  names  of  the  Chiefs 
and,  it  might  be,  the  districts  of  South 
Africa  there  mentioned,  they  would  find 
that  the  coarse  of  erenta  was  so  similar, 
(me  time  with  another,  that  they  might 
say  that  iiie  whole  history  of  Sonth 
Africa  ran  npon  the  same  line.  There 
were  constantly  men,  on  the  verge  of 
civilization,  who  opprraaed  the  Blacks. 
These  men  were  all  of  the  same  charac- 
ter ;  they  had  few  scruples ;  they  were 
men,  perhaps,  of  enormous  energy,  and 
of  little  fear ;  they  pressed  upon  the 
Blacks,  and  by-and-bye  there  was  a 
lai^er  range  of  the  disputes;  certain 
Chiefs  took  one  side,  and  some  the  other; 
the  White  men  allied  themselTes  to  some 
or  other  of  the  Chiefs ;  and  bo  gradually 
the  White  men  were  inyolved  in  the 
conflict.  The  Chiefs  were  sometimes 
loyal,  and  sometimes  not;  they  were 
barbarians,  and  were  influenced  at  the 
moment  by  what  they  thought  would 
promote  their  special  interest.  Booh  was 
the  course  of  South  African  events.  But 
of  all  the  schemes  he  had  heard  of  for 
the  settlement  of  South  African  affaire, 
the  scheme  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Midhurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
was  the  most  untenable.  What  was  the 
hoo.  Baronet's  scheme  ?  Why,  that  we 
should  take  possession  of  Zululand  to 
that  extent  that  we  must  become  actually 
the  Suzerain  Power,  and  get  rid  of  the 
Boers.  But  how  were  we  to  get  rid  of 
the  Boers  ?  By  buying  them  ofl' !  Now, 
he  thought  that  was  about  the  most  un- 
wise suggestion  that  could  possibly  be 
made.  His  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  actually  said  that  the  British 
Government  were  to  go  to  the  Boers, 
who  had  invaded  a  certain  portion  of 
Zululand,  and  out  of  the  taxes  of  this 
country  buy  them  off.  He(Mr.fiyland8) 
thought  that  that  would  not  only  be  an 
unwise  policy,  but  that  it  would  be  a 
policy  which  would  altogether  fail.  Hie 
hon.  Friend  also  sun^ted  that  we 
should  go  to  the  Boer  Government,  and 
say  to  them — **  We  will  give  up  our 
charge  against  you— that  is,  the  debt 
you  owe  to  us— on  condition  that  you 
pledge  yourselves  to  leave  the  country." 
Why,  if  we  did  do  that,  and  the  Boers 
consented  to  those  terms,  in  five  years' 
time  there  would  be  a  new  race  of  Boers 
ready  to  enter  the  district.  It  was  really 
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no  use  attempting  impossibilities,  whe> 
theritwas  from  the  Imperial  sentiments 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bath,  or  the  Natal  sentiinents  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
North  Biding  of  Yorkshire,  or  the  philan- 
thropic sentiments  of  some  of  his  (Mr. 
Hylands's)  Frioods ;  it  would  be  useless 
to  adopt  the  suggestitms  which  had  been 
made.  He  feared  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  drag  us  into  a  policy  that  past 
history  had  proved  to  be  a  bloody  and 
wicked  policy.  It  was  impossible  to  in- 
terfere in  these  things  from  a  philan- 
thropic point  of  view.  We  could  not 
interfere  in  these  afl'airs  with  any  good 
effect ;  and  he  would  recommend  to  &e 
Government  that  they  should,  as  far  u 
possible,  narrow  their  obligations  with 
regard  to  South  Africa.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Bath  had  ad- 
mitted that  the  new  Ministers  at  Cape 
Colony  were  obliged  to  rest  for  a  certain 
amount  of  support  upon  the  Dutch  ele- 
ment. It  was  an  undoubted  fact  that  the 
Government  of  the  Gape  CTolony  must 
always  rest  npon  the  Dutch  element  to  t 
great  extent  He  (Mr.  Bylands)  well 
recollected  that  at  the  time  the  quwtion 
between  the  Transvaal  and  ourselves  was 
to  the  fore,  he  was  told  by  a  very  high 
authority  from  the  Cape  whom  he  hap- 
pened to  meet — it  was  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope— that  if  the  Government 
pressed  on  their  views  with  regard  to 
the  Transvaal,  that  which  appeared  so 
simple  a  thing  in  the  beginning  would 
develop  into  a  very  large  and  difficult 
question,  and  he  feared  that  the  Free 
State  would  be  dragged  in  in  the  first 
place,  and  that  subsequently  there  would 
be  dragged  in  the  sympathy  of  the  entire 
Dutch  population  of  the  Cape,  who 
would  ^el  it  was  their  duty  to  prevent 
any  action  of  the  BritUh  GKtvemment  as 
against  their  brethren  la  the  TransraaL 
He  (Mr.  Bylands)  considered  that  if  the 
Government  of  the  Cape,  representing, 
as  it  did,  a  large  DutdL  element,  chose 
in  any  way  to  sympathize  with  the  action 
upon  its  borders,  we  had  no  right  to 
step  in  with  our  Imperial  authority,  in 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  that  action.  We 
ought  not  to  allow  the  Natal  Govern- 
ment to  drag  us,  at  our  own  cost,  into 
their  quarrels;  if  we  did,  the  only  effect 
would  be  that  more  mischief  than  good 
would  be  done,  and  many  livM  sacri- 
ficed. T 
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Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  it  was 
rafreshing,  in  diBOUSBiDii^  the  very  thorny 
and  difflcalt  qDdstion  of  South  Airica,  to 
encounter  a  Bpeech  like  that  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  North  Biding 
ofTorkshire  (Mr.  Ghiy  Dawnay),  oouched, 
as  it  was,  in  such  eloqueat  terms,  aod 
dtowinf^f  that  there  was,  at  least,  one 
hon.  Qeutleman  with  no  doubt  or 
hesitation  as  to  what  was  the  right 
coarse  to  pursue.  He  (Mr.  Evelyn 
Ashley)  must  confess  he  was  not  in  the 
happy  position  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  he  was  coDsoled  to  see  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland),  tempered  as 
he  was  by  official  experience,  was  more 
moderate  and  more  hesitating  than  the 
Mover  of  the  Amendment.  He  fully 
appreciated  the  eamestoess  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  North 
Kding;  bat  he  was  bound  to  say  the 
"hon.  Gentleman  failed  to  make  any 
praotioal  snggestion  for  the  solution  of 
the  difflcalty.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
certainly  suggested  that  we  should 
annex  Zululand ;  bnt  this  the  present 
and  also  the  late  Goremment  had  per- 
n'stently  refused  to  do.  Anybody  who 
took  op  the  map  of  Zululand  would  see 
that  if  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man were  adopted,  there  would  be  no- 
thing left  of  Zululand  proper,  except  a 
very  small  strip  of  territory.  Briefly,  he 
would  say  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
annexation  of  Zululand  was  what  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  declined,  and 
what  they  still  declined  to  do.  In  their 
opinion,  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  be  tantamount  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Zululand.  Let  htm  come  to 
the  more  detailed,  and,  he  might  say, 
the  more  plausible  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hnrrt  (Sir  Henry  Holland) ;  and  hemnst 
aek  the  Committee  to  allow  him,  very 
shortly,  to  follow  the  hon.  Baronet  in 
what  he  had  said.  It  was  necessary  to 
do  so,  although  he  respectfully  pro- 
tested against  the  question  being  again 
raised  in  the  House  as  to  the  rights  or 
the  wrongs  of  the  restoration  of  Oete- 
wayo.  He  ventured  to  submit  that  that 
belonged  to  ancient  history,  although  it 
was  legitimate  in  the  course  of  argu- 
ment for  the  hon.  Baronet  to  point  out 
that  that  restoration  had  caused  this  or 
that  evil,  and  had  involved  this  or  that 
respondbility.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
dime  more  than  tikat,  for  he  had  dis- 


cussed at  length  the  advisability  or  the 
non- advisability,  underthe  circumstances 
then  existing,  of  the  restoration  of  Oete- 
wayo.  He  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  was  not 
prepared  to  follow  the  hon.  Butmetinto 
the  details  of  that  question,  inasmuch  as 
he  did  not  expect  that  the  question  would 
be  started  to-day ;  furthermore,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  follow  the  hon.  Baronet 
in  detail  as  to  his  statement  that,  at  the 
time  of  Getewayo's  restoration,  Zululand 
was  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  and  quiet. 
He  could  have  armed  himself  with  pas- 
sages from  the  Blue  Books  to  prove  the 
contrary  if  he  had  expected  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  have  raised  the  point. 

Sib  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  he 
was  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
wish  to  misrepresent  what  he  had  said. 
He  did  not  say  that  Zululand  was  in  a 
state  of  tranquillity  and  quiet  at  the 
time  of  Oetewayo's  restoration  ;  but  that 
it  was  in  a  foirly  peaceful  condition 
until  it  was  rumoured  in  the  country 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  Oetewayo 
being  restored. 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  he 
thoroughly  understood  the  hon.  Baronet 
to  mean  that  the  rumours  of  Cetevayo's 
restoration,  which  were  subsequently 
fulBlled,  were  the  cause  of  the  disturb- 
ances that  existed  in  Zululand.  As  he 
had  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to  an- 
swer the  hon.  Baronet  s  allegations  in 
detail,  although  he  was  sure  he  could 
have  brought  sufficient  evidence  to  show 
that  his  assertions  were  not  correct,  had 
he  known  that  the  question  would  be 
raised.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  (Mr.  K.  N. 
Fowler),  who  took  considerable  interest 
in  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo  at  the 
time,  had  told  them  Uiat,  in  bis  opinion, 
Zululand  was  in  a  vexy  unsatinactory 
state  at  the  time  the  £iDg  was  restored ; 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  himself  delivered 
a  speech  in  the  House  in  April,  1882,  in 
which  he  said — 

"  He  would  admit  it  to  be  probable  that  the 
arraDgemeat  made  at  the  coDclusion  of  the  war 
had  not  worked  in  an  alfa^ether  astidbctory 
manner,  and  that  acta  of  bloodshed  and  crael^ 
had  been  perpetrated." — (3  Satuard,[2b%\ll^.) 

He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Baronet, 
who,  in  the  passage  quoted,  acknow- 
ledged that  Zululand  was  not  in  a  satis- 
factory oondition  at  that  time.  It  was  not 
in  open  revolt,  because  of  the  very  un- 
certainty as  to  whether  Oetewayo  would 
retumornot;  batifithad  b^O^^^^^ 
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that  Cetewayo  would  not  be  restored,  it 
was  very  probable  that  the  people  would 
have  broken  out  very  much  in  the  same 
way  as  they  had  done  at  present.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  finding  it  was 
universally  acknowledged  that  the  Set- 
tlement was  an  unsatisfactory  one,  there 
were  only  two  alternatives  before  them  ; 
and  if  the  hoo.  Baronet  would  look  at  the 
Papers,  and  the  information  laid  before 
the  Houee  at  the  time,  he  would  easily 
see  what  those  alternatives  were.  One 
alternative  was  the  restoration  of  Cete- 
wayo ;  and  the  other  alternative  was 
annexation.  The  hon.  Baronet  said  just 
now,  very  aconrately,  that  the  fault  of 
Sir  Oamet  Wblseley'a  Setttoment  was 
the  want  of  a  paramount  authwity.  He 
(Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  quite  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Baronet;  but  how  was  that 
paramount  authority  to  be  supplied  ? 
It  could  only  be  supplied  by  the  restora- 
tion of  Cetevayo,  or  by  the  substitution 
of  the  paramount  authority  of  this  coun- 
try. Ihe  hon.  Baronet,  speaking  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1H82,  said — 

"  If  the  state  of  things  described  continued, 
it  would  undoubtedly  be  the  duty  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  interfere  and  put  an  end 
to  it — bf  depouDg  those  Chiefs  who  nehaved  in 
this  outrageous  manner  ;  by  strenfftiuoing  th« 
haadi  of  wa  British  Resident ;  and  by  appoint- 
ing, if  necessary,  more  Residents  and  Magis- 
trates."—(/Aid.) 

But  to  appoint  more  Beaidents  and 
magistrates  was  virtually  to  annax  the 
eountry ;  and  he  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley) 
would,  in  a  short  time,  when  they  ap- 
proached the  question  as  to  the  jwesent 
condition  of  the  Beserve,  show  that 
we  were,  in  spite  of  ourselves,  approach- 
ing very  rapidly  the  condition  where 
its  annexation  might  become  necessary. 
Well,  then,  as  he  had  said  before,  the 
Government  had  before  them,  by  uni< 
vereal  consent,  only  two  alternatives, 
and  they  chose  the  alternative  which  he 
believed  the  nation  thought  the  wiser — 
namely,  that  of  restoring  Cetewayo,  and 
creating  a  permanent  Native  power,  in 
preference  to  annexing  Zululand  and 
making  British  rule  permanent.  It  was 
Bud  that  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo 
was  a  mistake,  and  he  did  not  deny  that 
it  had  failed  to  restore  peace  and  order 
to  Zululand ;  but  he  confessed,  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  was  a  far  happier 
solution  of  the  question  that  Cetewayo 
should  have  returned  to  his  own  coun- 
try and  fallen,  as  he  had  done,  a  victim 
to  his  own  impetuouty,  than  that  he 
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should  have  died  a  captive  in  our 
hands.  We  had,  at  all  events,  escaped 
the  obloquy  that  would  have  attached 
to  his  dying  in  captivity.  But  had  the 
Settlement  failed  oy  any  fault  of  the 
English  Government,  or  was  it  a  Settle- 
ment manifestly  foredoomed  to  failure, 
and  a  Settlement  that  no  set  of  reason- 
ably wise  men  would  hare  proposed? 
He  maintained  that  it  was  not  a  Settle- 
ment that  had  failed  owing  to  the  action 
of  the  British  Government,  and  that  it 
was  not  an  experiment  absolutely  fore- 
doomed to  fail.  The  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Midhurat  told  them  that 
he  condemned  the  Zulu  War,  and  al- 
ways had  done  so ;  and  in  his  speech  on 
the  17^1  of  April  he  said  that  Cetewayo 
never  broke  his  pledges,  but  oonstantly 
sought  the  assistance  and  advice  of  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Natal  and  of 
Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone,  and  almost 
always  acted  upon  the  advice  they  gave. 
[Sir  Henbt  HoLLAifD :  That  was  before 
he  was  deposed.!  Yes;  but  they  should 
judge  of  a  man  s  character  by  his  ante- 
cedents. Such  was  the  character  given 
Cetewayo  by  the  hon.  Baronet  himself. 
It  was  naturally  supposed  that  his  cap- 
tivity, instead  of  destroying  those  good 

f ualities,  would  have  strengthened  them, 
t  was  the  belief  of  the  Government  that 
Cetewayo  was  capable  of  taking  the 
good  advice  offered  to  him ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Evelyn  Ashley)  asserted  that  Cetewf^ro 
would  have  succeeded  after  his  restora- 
tion, if  it  was  not  that  he  took  the  ad- 
vice of  people  who  pretended  to  be  his 
friends,  but  who  were  not  so  far-seeing 
as  they  ought  to  have  been.  He  spoke 
of  people  whom  he  would  not  name, 
both  in  this  country  and  in  Natal,  who 
seemed,  in  the  case  of  Cetewayo,  to  have 
raked  up  the  old  doctrine  of  the  divine 
right  of  Kings,  and  who  thought  that 
Cetewayo  had  a  right  to  rule  over 
Zululand,  the  whole  of  Zululand,  and 
nothing  but  Zululand.  They  told  Cete- 
wayo that  he  ought  to  be  restored  to  the 
whole  of  his  territory,  that  its  reduc- 
tion was  wrong,  that  the  establishment 
of  the  Beserve  was  unjust,  and  that  if 
he  only  exerted  himself  sufficiently  many 
friends  in  this  country  and  elsewhere 
would  assist  him  in  regaining  the  whole 
of  his  old  Kingdom.  He  (Mr.  Evelyn 
Ashley)  maintained  that  it  was  this  ad- 
vice which  led  Cetewayo  astray.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  these  voices,  which 
Cetewayo  mistook  for  th^  voices  of  more 
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'mportant  people,  he  vould  have  been 
cnntent  with  the  territory  over  which  he 
was  placed.  But  while  he  said  that  the 
QoTemment  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  experiment  they  were  going  to 
make  was  foredoomed  to  failure,  he 
owned  it  did  fail ;  it  failed  entirely  by 
the  spontaneous  action  of  Oetewayo  him- 
self. Usibebu  was  left  in  the  North- 
Eastem  comer  of  Zulaland,  for  a  very 
good  and  practical  reason,  and  people 
dealiDg  with  public  affairs  must  take  a 
practical  view  of  them.  The  practical 
reason  in  this  case  was,  that  tTsibebu 
had  so  eaoonoed  himself  in  hia  position, 
that  he  coald  not  be  removed  without 
the  use  of  considerable  force.  The  Go- 
vernment, therefore,  recogaized TTsibebu. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  Cetewayo  was  not 
onlymialed  by  officious  friendsand  others; 
the  savage  nature  of  the  Zulus  also  came 
to  the  fore,  and  the  people  were  bent  upon 
revenge.  It  was  a  most  singular  thing 
that  not  one  of  the  speakers  that  day, 
who  had  dealt  with  the  question  of  the 
invasion  of  the  freebooters,  had  pointed 
oat  what  was  the  turning  poiot  of  the 
matter,  when  it  was  considered  from  the 
Government's  point  of  view.  The  turn- 
ing point  really  was  that  the  Boers  had 
oome  there  at  the  pressing  invitation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Zululand  themselves. 
It  was  not  an  invasion,  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  term,  although  he  very 
mnoh  believed  that  l^e  Zulu  people 
would  suffer  just  as  much  as  if  it  hiad 
beAn  an  invasion.  The  Boers  received 
a  deliberate  invitation,  and  the  m^ority 
of  the  Zulu  people  living  in  the  centre 
of  Zululand  distinctly  made  up  their 
minds  that  revenge  was  sweeter  than 
land,  and  that  they  would  part  with 
their  land,  in  order  to  buy  the  as- 
mstance  of  those  who  would  revenge 
them  on  their  enemy  Usibebu.  That 
was  the  secret  of  the  whole  matter.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  a  (Government 
like  that  of  the  Transvaal  was  respon- 
sible, to  a  great  extent,  for  what  hap- 
pened on  its  frontier;  but  let  him  re- 
mind hon.  Members  what  were  the 
qualities  of  the  people  who  engi^ed  in 
uiese  feuds.  We  talked  about  the  fron- 
tier»  but  there  was  no  frontier  to  them ; 
they  were  a  floating  population,  and 
"were  on  ■  cme  side  of  the  firantiOT  on  one 
day,  and  on  the  o^er  nde  the  next  day, 
ready  to  fight  whwever  profit  led  way. 
What  he  wanted  to  point  oat  to  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  tiiat  though  v«  liad 
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called  on  the  Transvaal  Government  to 
use  their  authority  to  prevent  the  viola- 
tion of  their  frontier,  and  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  had  acknowledged 
their  duty  in  that  respect,  and  had  put 
out  proclamations  strongly  forbidding 
any  violation  of  the  frontier,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  freebooters 
were  not  a  dass  of  men  over  whom  a 
Government  like  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment, which  was  not  well  established, 
and  had  no  abundant  means  of  repress- 
ing disorder,  could  exercise  any  great 
control.  Well,  tb«n,  he  maintained 
that  the  Zulus  had,  by  reason  of  their 
own  spontaneous  action,  caused  the  in- 
cursion of  Boers.  We  were,  therefore, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  absolved  from 
protecting  them  in  any  way  from  the 
evils  which  they  had  so  deliberately 
brought  upon  themselves.  It  had  been 
said  by  some  hon.  Members  to-night 
that  when  the  death  of  Cetewayo  oc- 
curred, we  ought  to  have  put  the  Na- 
tives in  the  position  in  which  Oetewayo's 
restoration  found  them — that  was  to  say, 
that  upon  the  death  of  Cetewayo,  weought 
to  have  endeavoured  to  re-establish  the 
Settlement  of  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley. 
Whether  we  ought  to  have  done  so  or 
not  he  would  not  delay  the  Committee 
by  arguing ;  but  he  would  point  out  that 
the  Government  had  very  little  time 
allowed  them  by  the  Zulus  to  exercise 
any  moral  influence,  or  any  guidance, 
or  give  any  advice,  or  send  any  messenger 
or  Uonunissioner,  if  they  had  been  cus- 
posed  to  do  bo.  The  moment  the  breath 
was  out  of  Cetewayo's  body,  preparations 
were  made  to  declare  his  successor. 
While  these  preparations  were  going 
on,  the  Usutus  proceeded  to  perform 
certain  rites  of  burial  over  Cetewayo, 
and  then  proceeded  to  attach  Usibebu 
without  any  delay,  calling  on  the 
Boers  to  assist  them  in  their  attack. 
There  was  an  account  given  by  Mr. 
Grant,  who  was  the  spokesman  of  the 
Usutu  Party,  which,  if  he  could  only  lay 
his  hands  on  it,  he  should  be  very  glad 
to  read  to  the  Committee,  because,  on 
many  occasions,  the  matter  had  been 
deedt  with  as  a  case  in  which  this  coun- 
try was  coercing  the  Usutus,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  presence  in  the  Beawve, 
and  most  abommably  injuring  a  lamb- 
like and  oivili»d  race.  Mr.  Grant  was 
himself  an  advocate  of  the  Uautu  Party. 
He  (Ux.  Erehm  Ashley)  could  not  lay 
his  hand  on  Mr.  QMnfs  statement ;  bat 
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he  oonld  recollect  what  it  was.  It  would 
be  induded  in  tiie  Papers  which  would 
be  laid  on  the  Table  ra  the  House  in  the 
oonrse  of  a  few  days.  Mr.  Grant  dd- 
■cribed  the  fUneral  rites  of  the  Zulus, 
and  said  it  was  their  habit,  directly  their 
King  was  buried,  to  go  and  "  wash  their 
Bpears,'*  as  a  religious  rite,  in  the  blood, 
nsually,  of  some  neigbbouriag  and  de- 
fenceless tribe ;  but,  as  there  was  vo 
defeoceleee  tribe  in  this  case,  they  per- 
formed the  right  by  attacking  Usibebu. 
So  that  the  attack  by  the  Usutus  was  a 
part  of  the  burial  ceremouial  of  Cete- 
wayo.  He  did  not  wish  to  delay  the 
Oommittee  by  going  at  any  greater 
length  into  this  matter.  He  had  brought 
the  case  down  to  this  point — that  Cete- 
wayo  having  died,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Terament  were  allowed  no  time  to  exer- 
cise any  moral  influence,  or  give  any 
advice  for  the  settlement  of  Zulu  affairs, 
for  the  reason  that  the  Usutus,  who  were 
the  majority  of  the  Zulu  race,  at  onoe, 
contemporaneously  with  the  death  of 
Oetewayo,  plunged  into  an.  attack  upon 
Usibebu,  smd  called  upon  the  Boers  to 
asdst  them.  This  was  all  Teiy  de- 
plorable, and  he  regretted  it  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  and  he  should  like  to  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  say  at  what  point 
they  would  hare  had  the  British  Govern- 
ment interfere  ?  Did  they  mean  to  say 
that  the  British  Government  should 
have  sent  a  body  of  troops  to  take  the 
side  of  Usibebu  ?  He  admitted  that  his 
sympathies  were  on  the  side  of  Usibebu, 
who  had  shown  himself  a  good  tactician 
and  a  gallant  man,  and  had  proved  him- 
self the  friend  of  England ;  but  why  were 
they  to  send  troops  to  attack  him,  and 
to  take  part  in  a  civil  war  taking  place 
in  Zululand  f  He  could  not  follow  that ; 
and,  short  of  annexation,  he  did  not  see 
that  the  Government  could  have  done 
anything  to  prevent  the  state  of  things 
brought  about  the  ferocioiu  spirit 
and  general  lack  of  ravilization  of  the 
Zulu  pecmle,  coupled  vrith  what  the  de- 
fects in  the  oharacter  of  Oetewayo  had 
brought  into  existence.  The  question 
now  was,  what  were  the  Government  to 
do  In  the  future ;  and,  what  had  the 
GoTemment  announced  as  their  policy  ? 
Well,  they  had,  first  of  all,  declared 
that  ^e  Beserve  Territory  should  be  de- 
fended and  maintained  in  good  order ; 
and  he  might  tell  the  Oommittee  that 
there  was  at  that  moment  a  very  con- 
siderable body  of  British  troops  u  the 
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Beserve,  ready  to  guard  it  against 
attacks  from  outside.  In  the  Papers 
which  would  be  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
hon.  Members  would  find  recorded  the 
attacks  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Usutu  Party  upon  certain  Icrjral  Chiefs 
in  the  Beserve.  The^  would  see  the 
means  taken  by  the  British  Besidoit  to 
pat  a  stop  to  these  attacks  and  viola- 
tions of  peace ;  and  they  would  see 
that  at  present,  owing  to  the  energetic 
steps  which  had  been  taken,  matters 
wore  a  much  more  peaceful  and  orderly 
aspect  than  they  had  some  time  ago. 
The  hon.  Member  who  had  opened  Uie 
discussion  bad  made  some  reference  to 
the  defeat  of  Mr.  Osbom.  the  British 
Besident.  [Mr.  Gut  Dawwat:  No;  to 
the  attack  OB  him.]  He  thought  the  hon. 
Member  had  implied  that  Mr.  Osbom 
had  been  defeated ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
matter  was  not  reiy  Important.  He  did 
not  know  what  were  the  arguments 
which  the  hon.  Member  drew  from  the 
attack,  except  that  the  Beaerra  was  not 
maintained  in  that  state  of  order  in 
which  it  ought  to  be.  He  eonld  only 
say  that  Hie  attack  was  made  upon  Mr. 
Osbom  most  unexpectedly,  and  was 
the  first  sign  of  the  real  actirity  of  the 
rebellious  element  in  the  Beserve. 
When  Mr.  Osbom  knew  that  this  re- 
bellious spirit  existed  he  retired  some 
distance,  and  communicated  with  the 
Governor  of  Natal  and  the  Officer  in 
command  of  the  Forces,  who  took  such 
steps  as  succeeded  in  absolutely  coercing 
and  overcoming  the  disturbing  elements 
in  the  Beserve.  The  hon.  Member, 
therefore,  might  take  it  for  granted  that 
when  the  House  bad  these  things  brought 
before  it,  it  would  see  that  nothing  had 
been  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  vindicate  theporition  and  autho- 
rity of  England  wiuiin  die  Beserve. 
That  policy  would  be  continued  in  the 
future.  But  he  would  fwint  out  to  those 
hon.  Members  who  talked  about  extend- 
ing the  Beserve,  that  the  question  would 
become  one  of  incorporating  surrounding 
land.  We  had  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  in  the  Beserve,  and  very  likely 
they  would  have  to  be  retained  for  some 
time ;  and  he  demurred  entirely  to  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst,  that  if  the  principle  of  the  Beserve 
had  been  extended  over  a  very  largo 
part  of  Zululand,  they  could  have  acted 
without  any  la^  bo^  ^troop«.  ■ 
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Sib  henry  HOLLAND  eaid,  he 
liad  not  ftdrocated  the  extenfiion  of  the 
Reserre,  but  a  development  of  the  bts- 
tem  of  Residents,  as  advocated  by  Sir 
HeDTj  Bulwer— the  substitution  of  the 
guiding  authority  of  Residents  for  the 
present  system. 

Me.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  that 
TTOuld  have  inyoWed  much  larger  mea- 
mires,  both  tdvil  and  military,  than 
the  Goremment  ^  had  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  adopt.  The  Papers  which 
would  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  veiy  shortly  would,  he  believed, 
show  that  as  far  as  the  Reserve  was 
concerned  the  Government  had  done 
what  they  ought  to  do.  As  to  the 
Transvaal  Border,  the  Government  were 
still  oonsidering  whether,  under  the  pro- 
viuons  of  the  Convention,  they  should 
appoint  a  Resident  on  the  Border  or  not. 
Of  course,  the  matter  was  more  difficult 
and  oomplicated  now  than  it  was  a  short 
time  ago.  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
Zulus.  Ob,  oh  !  "]  No  less  an  au- 
thority than  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  had 
told  ^em  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  matter  was  much  more  difh- 
oult  to  deal  with  than  it  was  a  diort  time 
ago.  With  regard  to  what  was  said  a 
little  earlier  as  to  calling  on  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  to  appoint  a  Resident, 
what  he  had  stated  the  other  day  was, 
that  it  would  be  premature  to  do  that  at 
the  present  moment,  for  the  reason  that 
the  OoDvention  had  not  been  ratified  by 
the  Yolksraad.  It  would  be  better  to 
wait  to  see  if  tlie  Convention  was  rati- 
fied. When  he  said  that  things  were 
now  more  complicated  than  they  were  a 
short  time  ago,  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  chuckled.  His  point  was, 
that  what  had  complicated  matten 
dunng  the  last  three  or  four  months  was 
the  aotion  of  the  Zulus  themselves.  The 
Zulus  would  have  followed  the  same  Hue 
of  oonduot,  whether  a  Resident  had  been 
on  the  I^ansvaal  Border  or  not.  The; 
irould  have  saciificed  everything  to  their 
deure  for  revenge  against  IJsibebu. 
He  wished,  before  conoluding,  to  allude  to 
the  speech  of  Lis  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber tat  Bath  (Mr.  Wodehouse).  That 
hon.  Member,  in  very  eloquent  language 
and  la^ly-extended  views,  bad  told 
them  Uiat  &ey  must  everywhere,  and  at 
once,  assert  the  Suzerainty  of  England  in 
South  Airioa,  if  they  wanted  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  this  country  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe.  He  would  only 


say  one  word  on  the  point,  and  that 
was,  that  the  future  of  British  rule  and 
influence  in  South  Africa  depended  a 
great  deal  more,  in  his  humble  opinion, 
upon  the  aotion  of  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
as  individuals  and  communities,  than  on 
the  action  of  the  Imperial  Government. 
They  must  remember  tiie  very  curious 
circumstances  of  the  South  African  Co- 
lonies. They  could  not  have  it  repeated 
too  often — because  it  was  the  key  to  the 
whole  of  our  difficulties  in  that  part  of 
the  world  —  that  though,  in  common 
language,  these  Colonies  were  called 
"British,"  yet  the  British -speaking  and 
British- educated  Colonists  were  in  a 
distinct  minority.  Not  only  at  the 
Cape,  but  in  Natal  itself,  at  least 
half,  or  more,  were  Dutch.  But  he 
would  point  out  something  still  more  pe- 
culiar— namely,  that  this  distinction  of 
race  and  language  was  coincident  with 
the  distinct  condition  and  pursuits,  and, 
therefore,  with  the  aims  and  aspirations, 
of  the  Colonists,  because  the  BriUsh- 
speaking  part  of  the  poptilation  would 
be  found  almost  entirely  in  the  towns, 
carrying  on  toades;  whilst  the  Dutch 
and  Afnoander  races  would  be  found  in 
the  country  districts,  carrying  on  the  pur- 
suit of  farming.  All  the  oruoial,  per- 
petual difficulties  in  South  Africa  were 
owing  to  the  coming  together  of  these 
different  races,  holding  diametrically  op- 
posite views,  not  only  from  their  habits, 
but  also  from  their  interests.  They  had, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  British  element, 
desiring  to  see  the  Native  races  prosper, 
and  increase,  and  live  in  safety,  in  order 
that  they  might  carry  on  trade  with 
them  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  had 
the  Dutch  element,  the  land  seekers  and 
landowners,  desiring  to  see  the  Native 
races  more  or  less  swept  out  of  the 
way,  in  order  that  they  might  enter  into 
possession  of  their  land.  They  had  these 
two  elements  constantly  at  rariwoe. 
Which  of  the  two  was  to  succeed  in 
the  long  run  7  He  ventured  to  say  that 
the  future  of  that  country  must  depend 
apon  liie  British  people,  quite  apart  &om 
ue  Imperial  Government.  He  confessed 
he  deprecated  any  rivalrr  of  races ;  but 
the  facts  were  there,  and  were  not  to  be 

fot  rid  of  by  simply  ignoring  them, 
f  the  emigration  uom  these  ^ores  to 
the  shores  of  South  Africa  was  large, 
and  if  the  enterprize  and  perseverance  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race  continued  to  be 
what  it  was,  then  the  future  waai  with 
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us ;  and,  in  that  case,  he  Tentured  to 
prophesy  that  the  Mother  Country,  vhat- 
erer  Goremment  might  be  in  power, 
would  not  be  backward  in  protecting  and 
maintaining  the  elements  of  British  in- 
floenoe  there.    But  if  emigration  from 
the  Mother  Oonntry  was  small,  if  enter- 
priee  fell  off,  and  if  the  Oolonists  in 
Bouth  Africa  were  disposed  to  look  too 
much — as  they  were  very  often — ^not  to 
their  own  exertions  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  Oolony,  but  to  the  expenditure  of 
Imperial  money,  to  deliver  them  from 
the  stagnation  of  trade;  if  the  men  of 
the  Africander  and  Dutch  races  increased 
in  numbers  and  power,  while  the  others 
remained  stationary  or  declining,  it 
would  onl^  be  a  mistake  on  the  part  of 
tiie  Imperial  GtoTemment  to  try  to  Dolster 
up  what  would  be  a  dying  interest.  He 
was  only  speaking  ms  own  opinion  in 
these  matters ;  bat  it  seemed  to  him  that 
to  engage  in  such  expeditions  as  had 
often  been  advocated  byhon.  Members 
of  the  House  into  countries  which  had 
not  yet  been  oconpied  by  a  civilized  race, 
which  were  far  removed  from  the  centres 
of  population — partly  abandoning  coun- 
tries not  yet  peopled  for  the  purpose — 
expeditions,  whether   ov^r  the  Zulu 
border,  the  Zwasi  border,  or  the  Ama- 
tonga  border,  would  entail  unfortunate 
and  nseless  responsibilities,  and  wonld 
not  really  and  truly  tend  to  what  hon. 
Members  desired,  and  what  he  himself 
certainly  desired — namely,  the  extension 
and  maintenance  of  the  British  name 
in  South  Africa.  No ;  let  them  consoli- 
date what  they  had  got.   Let  Hham  oon- 
aider  every  question  put  before  them 
which  required  the  acceptance  of  new 
responsibilities  in  South  Africa  as  form- 
ing a  part  of  a  whole  question,  and  not 
as  new  and  separate  questions.    He  had 
no  doubt  it  was  perfectly  easy  to  prove 
that  if  Zululand  were  the  only  place  in 
which  we  had  responsibilities,  actual  or 
aooruing,  it  would  be  an  infinitely  better 
thing  for  Zululand,  for  Natal,  and  for 
this  oountnr,  that  Zululand  should  be 
annexed.  But  that  was  not  the  fact.  It 
was  necessary  to  convince  men  who  were 
responsible  for  the  whole  of  the  Empire, 
and  who  had  the  same  call  coming  from 
a  thousand  different  ^aces — from  New 
Guinea,  Basutoland,  Walfisch  Bay,  Be- 
ohuanaland,  and  elsewhere  —  that  the 
responsibility  ought  to  be  assumed.  He 
TMitured  to  submit  that  Hm  M^est^'a 
Chnramment  were,  no  doub^  aa  Sao- 

Mr.  XtOvn  AthU^ 


cessmw  of  a  former  Oovemmeat,  respon- 
sible £nr  the  disturbed  stale  id  ^Uu- 
land ;  and,  befcKre  he  sat  down,  he  would 
just  answer  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Member  who  made  the  Motion  they 
were  discussiog  with  regard  to  their 
saying  nothing  more  as  to  the  heritage 
of  the  Zulu  War.  He  could  only  answer 
the  hon.  Member  as  be  had  answered 
a  Conservative  Friend  of  his,  who  had 
said — "  I  am  sick  of  hearing  yon  all  talk 
of  the  heritage  left  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment." He  had  rephed — '*  My  dear 
Sir,  yon  are  not  half  so  sidk  of  hearing 
of  it  as  I  am  of  dealing  with  it."  That 
was  the  feeling  of  the  Odonial  Office  on 
this  matter.  There  was  a  responaibili^ 
imposed  on  Her  Majeetyls  Government 
by  the  heritage  of  the  Zulu  War,  and 
the  afflairs  of  Oetewayo  and  Uie  Zulu 
people;  and,  he  imagined,  they  had 
done  the  best  they  oonld,  ahwt  of  taking 
the  st^  they  had  declined  to  take  in  the 
past,  and  must  still  decline  to  take  in 
the  future — namely,  the  animation  of 

Zululand  to  the  Elmpire.  '   

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHTTROHILL: 
We  have  been  told,  from  authoritative 
sourcee,  that  the  policy  of  the  Tory 
Vaxtj,  at  the  present  moment,  is  to  force 
an  appeal  to  the  people.  Certainly,  no 
stronger  argument  in  favour  of  such  an 
appeal  oould  have  been  well  adduced 
than  the  appearance  of  the  House  <d 
Commons  ever  since  half-past  12  this 
afternoon ;  because,  although  this  is  a 
matter  of  first-olaes  Imperial  importance, 
as  everyone  will  admit,  and  although  it 
is  a  question  in  which  the  Idboral  Pkrty 
aresuppoaed,  aa  a  whole,  to  be  animated 
by  the  strongest  and  most  ardent  views 
—  they,  in  particular,  posing  aa  the 
champions  ox  abori^nal  races,  and  aa 
the  friends  of  nationality — there  has 
not,  to  my  knowledge,  since  the  debate 
began,  been  an  attendance  of  20  Liberal 
Members  in  the  House.  I  think  if  that 
is  the  state  of  the  House,  at  a  period  of 
the  Session  not  too  far  advanced  for  an 
important  discussion  on  a  matter  of  Im- 
perial concern — if  you  cannot  get  20 
Liberal  Members  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment the  assistance  of  their  ooimsels — 
it  is  not  a  bad  argument  in  favour  of 
the  construction  of  a  new  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  an  appeal  to  the  people.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  tiie  Under  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  (Mr.  £^relyn  Ashley)  has 
made  a  speech  of  aome  leng^  and  im- 
mense pzetenriona.   He  appeared  to  m» 
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to  imagine  that  he  was,  for  the  moment, 
filling  the  place  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  to  he  making  ae  good  an  imitation 
aa  he  could  of  the  manner,  the  great 
elo^uenoe,  and  the  Tariety  of  expression 
which  that  right  hon.  Gentlem^  usually 
exhibits.  The  object  of  the  hon.  Geu- 
tleman  was  excellent,  but  the  perform- 
ance fell  very  short  of  the  object.  His 
vhole  tone  appeared  to  be  extremely 
didaetio,  but  the  aubatanoe  of  the  apeeoh 
vu  extremely  feeble.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman seemed  to  me  to  have  been 
studying  reoently  some  child's  "  Guide  to 
South  ^rica,"  and  to  have  detailed  from 
it  some  elementary  information  about 
the  geography  of  that  country  to  the 
House  of  Oommons.  There  were  one  or 
two  points  in  his  address  which  deserve 
brief  notice.  In  the  first  place,  he 
freely  admitted  the  total  failure  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
Cetewayo.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  know 
what  state  of  mind  other  hon.  Members 
may  be  iut  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  am 
setting  extremely  tired  of  these  oon- 
iessions  of  total  failure.  We  have  never 
yet  discussed  the  questiou  of  South 
A&ica  without  the  Government  admit- 
img  ihat  their  policy  has  been  "  a  total 
faiuire."  Their  policy  with  respect  to 
the  TtwnnaJ,  Beehuanalaod,  Basuto- 
land,  and  now  Zoluland,  has  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oolo- 
niea  to  be  a  total  failure.  Five  or  six 
timee  in  suooesaioQ — ae  regularly  as 
these  subjects  come  before  us — it  is  no- 
tified by  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  or  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  at  the  Table,  that 
tiie  ptdioy  of  the  Government  has  totally 
failed.  But  it  is  not  only  on  these  sub- 
jeots  that  the  House  has  had  to  listen  to 
these  oonfeasions  of  failure.  The  House 
has  listened  to  the  confession  of  the  total 
£ulure  of  the  Government's  Irish  land 
l^ialation,  and  of  their  Egyptian  policy, 
baore  now.  For  the  sake  of  variety,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  oredit  oi  the  Govern- 
ment, if  only  onoe  in  a  way,  I  oould  wish 
they  bad  men  able  to  announoe  some 
ali^t  saeoees.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  was  extremely 
frank,  and  said  —  "I  admit  that  our 
policy  with  regard  to  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo  was  a  total  failure ;  but  it  was 
not  a  failure  whioh  was  foredoomed,  or 
which  any  reaaona);^  man  oould  antiui- 


pate.  The  failure  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  Liberal  Party,  and,"  he  said, 
"  especially  the  advanced  wing  of  the 
Liberal  Party."  ["No,  no!"]  Yes; 
those  were  his  woi^s,  and  that  was  the 
only  interpretation  any  man  of  sense 
oould  place  upon  his  observations.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo  would  have  been  gloriously 
successful,  and  that  Cetewayo  would 
have  been  at  this  moment  Kingof  Zulu- 
land,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  bad  ad' 
vice  given  to  him  by  the  liberal  Par^, 
especially  the  advanced  wing  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  So  far,  indeed,  is  this  a 
cause  of  failure,  that  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  one — to  use  a  French  expression — 
which  "jumps  to  the  eye."  You  might 
be  certain  that  the  advice  given  from 
such  a  quarter  to  the  King  of  a  historic 
race  would  be  one  that  would  necessa- 
rily lead  him  to  his  ruin.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  used  the  words — ' '  The  policr^ 
of  restoring  Cetewayo  was,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in- 
augurating a  reign  of  peace ; "  but,  a 
litue  farther  on,  he  proceeded  to  say — 
I  do  not  deny  that  the  present  oondi- 
tion  of  Zululand  is  wretched  in  the  ex- 
treme." Now,  when  we  have  Ministers 
getting  up  at  the  Table  and  making 
statements  of  that  kind,  what  are  we  to 
condude,  except  that  the  whole  Colonial 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
defective,  from  beginning  to  end  ?  The 
restoration  of  Cetewayo  was  the  subject 
of  a  debate  in  this  House  some  two  years 
ago,  and,  fortunately,  by  the  kindoess 
of  some  unknown  friend,  I  have  come 
across  an  article  on  Zululand  in  a  highly 
respectable  journal  —  a  journal  whose 
views,  I  think,  on  ecclesiastical  doctrines, 
will  recommend  themselves  to  the  Prime 
Minister — I  mean  Th«  Guardian.  In  this 
article  an  expression  used  by  the  Prime 
Minister  was  quoted — an  expression  of 
immense  value  at  this  moment.  When 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Gtovemment 
in  restoring  Cetewayo  was  under  eon- 
sideration,  it  was  said — 

**  The  sabjeot  was  brought  fomrd  two  yam 
ago,  and  tiie  Prime  Minister  wM  kind  enough 
to  express  sympathy  with  the  Monarch  in  ius 
adversity ;  but  he  said  that  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  peace  and  weliaro  of  the  couitry 
ought  to  be  the  dominant  oonridention ;  and  he 
went  on  to  remark  that  Cetewayo'a  release,  tmlesB 
desired  by  the  great  body  of  the  Zulu  people, 
would  be  a  new  cause  of  political  diaturbaiica 
and  of  the  extensive  shedding  of  blood.  And 
he  said,  further,  that  a  restoration  bereft  of 
Buofa  resnlt  would  be  no  relietto  the  remonri- 
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bility  we  had  alreatl7  iDcnrred ;  on  the  oontratr, 
he  thought  there  would  bo  a  vary  lerioai  addi- 
tion to  that  reapocsibility." 

'Well,  Sir,  the  Prime  Minister,  having 
stated  that  Getewajo's  release  would  be 
likely  to  produce  extensive  shedding  of 
blood,  shortly  after  consented  to  that  re- 
storation, and  we  are  now  told  by  the 
Under  Seoretary  of  State  for  the  Oolonies 
that  that  was  a  policy  which  no  reason- 
able man  could  see  was  foredoomed  to 
fail.  Then  the  Prime  Minister  states  that 
the  restoration  of  Cetewayo,  if  effected, 
would  g^atly  increase  the  responsibility 
of  Her  Majesty's  GoTeroment.  [Mt.Glad- 
stoite:  Unless  desired.]  Thearticlesays — 

"  And  he  said,  further,  that  a  restoration 
bereft  of  aoch  result  would  be  no  relief  to  the 
responnUlitj  we  had  already  incurred  ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  thought  there  would  be  very 
Beriooa  addition  to  that  responsibility." 

How  do  they  meet  that  responsibility  ? 
The  condition  of  Zululand  is  wretched 
in  the  extreme,  and  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Golonim  gets  up  and 
states  that  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  never,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances and  conditions,  be  a  policy 
which  can  lead  to  any  extension  of 
British  authority  in  Zululend.  I  submit 
to  the  House  that  there  ie  a  total,  ob- 
vious, and  complete  contradiction  be- 
tween what  the  Prime  Minister  said  two 
years  ago,  and  what  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Oolonies  has  said 
to-night.  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  poesible 
to  acquit  Her  Majesty's  Government  of 
carelessness  in  respect  to  the  carrying- 
out  of  their  policy,  because  how  was 
Cetewayo  restored  ?  He  was  restored  to  a 
small  and  most  barren  and  unproductive 
portion  of  his  territory.  The  British  Go- 
vernment took  away  from  him  an  enor- 
mous slice  of  Zululand,  which  they 
called  "the  Reserve,"  and  gave  another 
slice  to  Usibebu,  and  then  they  expected 
that  this  Monarch,  who  had  been  de- 
throned, and  had  lost  his  prestige  before- 
hand by  being  defeated  by  the  British 
Forces,  would  be  able  to  assert  himself 
as  King  of  Zululand.  They  expected 
this  of  him,  although  they  had  sent  liim 
back  in  that  degraded  and  humiliated 
and  diminished  way.  I  venture  to  say 
tiiat  if  the  restoration  had  been  carried 
out  in  a  larger  and  broader  manner, 
tiiere  is  no  reason  to  suppose  it  would 
have  failed ;  but  the  meaos  the  Govern- 
ment took  to  cany  out  their  policy  were 
l^e  means  that  foredoomed  it  to  fail. 


Before  T  leave  the  speech  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oolonies  I 
should  like  to  notice  one  more  ailment. 
He  said,  in  the  lengthy  peroration  with 
which  be  concluded  his  remarks,  that 
he  regretted  to  say  there  were  some  hon. 
Members  on  his  own  side  who  were 
anxious  that  British  Sovereignty  should 
be  asserted  in  South  A&ica.  We  know 
that  there  are  opinions  of  that  kind — 
heretical,  sadly  heretical  opinions — 
amongst  some  Members  of  the  Liberal 
Party.  Only  yesterday,  some  Members 
of  the  Ijiberal  Party,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  BradfordCMr.W.E.Forster), 
met  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  a  very 
large  extension  of  British  Sovereignty 
and  Imperial  rule,  and  I  imagine  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  mast  have  had 
that  meeting  in  his  mind  when  he  spoke 
so  bitterly  of  people  who  wished  British 
Sovereignty  to  be  asserted  in  South 
Africa.  But  what  was  the  reftson  he 
gave  against  British  Sovereignty  being 
asserted  in  South  Africa  ?  Why,  it  was 
that  the  British  Colonists  were  in  a  mi- 
nority. That  was  the  convincing  reason 
why  British  Sovereignty,  instead  ofbeingf 
asserted,  should  rather  be  withdrawn. 
Apply  that  ar^ment  to  India.  How 
would  your  British  Sovereignty  succeed 
in  India  if,  because  you  are  in  a  mino- 
rity, it  must  not  be  asserted?  Amily 
the  argument,  again,  to  Ireland.  How 
many  "  British-speaking  "  and  "British- 
educated"  subjects  are  therein  Ireland 
who  are  in  favour  of  British  Sove- 
reignty P  They  are  in  a  minority ;  and 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  great  theory 
of  Colonial  and  Imperial  policy,  which 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  has  laid 
down,  though  it  may  be  accepted  in  his 
own  Department,  is  one  which  it  will 
be  very  useful  and  advantageous  for  us, 
his  political  opponents,  to  develop  be- 
fore the  enlightened  constitnenciee  of 
the  country.  I  venture  to  think  that  in 
all  these  matters  there  are  two  things 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  ought 
to  consider,  and  one  thing  that  tney 
ought  not  to  consider ;  and  the  one 
thing  they  ought  not  to  consider  th^ 
have  considered,  while  the  two  things 
they  ought  to  have  considered  th^  have 
not  given  a  thought  to.  In  the  first 
place,  they  ought  to  consider  the  in- 
terests of  the  Colony  of  Natal ;  and,  se- 
condly— and  only  secondary  to  that — 
they  ou^ht  ^  consider  tfae^teresto  of 
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Zuloland.  What  they  need  not  coneider 
—the  parties  whose  interests  they  need 
not  consider  are  the  Boers.  Those  who 
have  absolutely  no  claim  or  title  for  one 
moment  to  their  consideration  are  the 
Boers  and  the  Boer  Bepuhlio,  for  whom 
they  have,  np  to  now,  sacrificed  almost 
every  shred  of  their  dignity.  The  whole 
of  oar  difficulties  in  South  Africa — our 
modem  difficulties,  for  I  decline  alto- 
gether to  go  bade  to  what  occurred 
under  the  late  Government,  that  being, 
if  you  like,  ancient  history — ^the  whole 
of  the  difficnlties  which  the  Committee 
is  considering,  ^»ing  from  the  sur- 
render to  the  Transvaal  Boers  which 
took  place  in  1881 — that  utterly  dis- 
graceful and  cowardly  surrender  of  a 
British  Army,  nearly  10,000  strong,  ad- 
mirably equipped,  with  one  of  our  best 
Generals  at  its  head,  before  a  parcel  of 
iindtilled,  plunderiDg,freebooting  Boers, 
whom  they  could  easily  have  swept  from 
off  the  faoe  of  the  earth.  That  is  the 
origin  of  all  these  difficulties.  All  along 
the  Government  has  been  frightened  of 
these  Transvaal  Boers.  I  took  down  the 
expresBion  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State — "  Under  the  last  Convention  the 
Government  have  a  right  to  appoint  a 
Commiseioner-Besident  upon  the  fron- 
tier of  Zululand  and  Boerland.  But," 
saysthehon.  Gentlemui,  "weoannotap- 
point  a  Besident  now,  because  theZulus ' ' 
— ^he  ought  to  have  said  the  Usutus — 
"  have  invited,  the  Boers  into  Zululand ; 
and,  that  being  the  case,  we  can  no 
longer  proceed — in  faot,  we  dare  not 
proceed — ^to  put  in  force  an  important 
Article  of  the  Convention  just  con- 
eluded."  Therefore,  I  am  right  iu  my 
statement  that,  in  all  these  matters,  the 
Government  are  actuated  by  fear  of  the 
Boers.  It  seems  ridiculous  to  say  it ; 
but  you  can  hardly  doubt  the  truth  of 
it  when  Her  Majesty's  Government,  with 
a  great  Army  in  the  field  which  could, 
by  no  possibility,  have  been  checked, 
first  of  all  begged  for  a  Convention,  and 
concluded  one  which  was  repudiated 
and  broken  in  every  Article  by  the  Boers, 
then  b^^ed  for  another,  and  concluded 
that  also— the  Boers  sending  over  Am- 
hflMsadoTS  to  negociate  it— and  when  you 
find  ti^e  Under  Secretary  of  State  now 
getting  up  and  saying — *'  We  dare  not, 
under  the  circumstances,  appoint  a 
Besident  to  carry  out  the  Article  of  the 
Oonvention."  What  is  the  state  of 
tilings  existing  in  Zululaqd  ?   Why  the 


same  state  of  things  which  existed  in 
Bechuanaland.  You  have  the  free- 
booting  Boers  there,  and  you  know 
that  the  result  of  their  operations  in 
Bechuanaland  was  that  a  large  part  of 
the  country  was  cut  off  and  banded  to 
them,  and  that  there  existed  there  any 
amount  of  slaughter,  disturbance,  and 
disorder,  and  plundering,  cruelty,  and 
misery  of  every  kind.  The  same  con- 
dition of  things  is  ooming  about  in 
Zululand,  under  the  eyes  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Boers,  in  spite  of 
their  Treaty  with  you,  invade  the  coun- 
try. How  can  it  be  expected  that  the 
quibble,  the  colourable  statement,  by 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  that  they 
were  invited  there,  will  satisfy  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  3^9  Quariian 
sajrs — 

"  By  the  help  of  some  hundredfl  of  these 
Boers  the  loyu  Chief  Usihebu,  made  inde- 
pendent by  us,  has  been  attacked  with  gnat 
slaaghter  and  drivea  from  his  territory." 

And  it  goes  on  to  say  that  himdreds  of 
thousands  of  acres  have  been  taken, 
and  are  in  process  v£  being  taken  away^ 
from  the  Native  races  who  are  ruined, 
I  do  not  think  that  is  a  bit  too  strong. 
What  I  want  to  point  out  to  the  House 
of  Commons  is  this— that  the  same  state 
of  things,  which  the  House  of  Oommons 
felt  so  deeply  about  Bechuanaland  last 
year — and  which,  but  for  their  great 
respect  for  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
great  hold  he,  personally,  had  upon 
them,  his  own  Parly  would  have  cen- 
sured— is  coming  about  in  Zululand. 
It  is  absolutely  impossible  that  the 
statement  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Oolonies  can  satisfy  this 
House.  You  said  you  would  not  under- 
take the  protection  of  Basutoland.  You 
have  been  obliged  to  protect  it.  You 
said  you  would  u^t  undertake  the  pro- 
tection of  Bechuanaland ;  but  that  is 
now  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Crown ;  and  so  it  will  be  with  Zululand. 
At  least,  if  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  not  recognize  their  responsibilities 
in  South  Africa,  the  countiy  will  place 
other  persons  in  their  place  who  will 

do  BO. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTBB  :  I  will  only 
detain  ^e  Committee  a  short  time;  and 
I  should  not  rise  at  all  to  take  part 
in  the  debate,  if  I  did  not  feel  that  the 
speeches  we  have  heard  to-day  have 
regard  quito  as  much  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  action  Qf  Her  Ma* 
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jesty'B  Government  eliould  be  based  aa 
to  the  actual  measureB  vhioh  have  been 
proposed,  and  that  some  remarka  have 
been  made  which  I  oould  hardlj  hear 
without  rising  to  protest  gainst.  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bath  (Mr. 
Wodehouse)  made  a  speech,  which  I  was 
very  sorry  there  were  not  more  hon.  Mem- 
bers present  to  hear — a  speech  evidently 
of  great  thought,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
of  remarkable  ability,  aa  well  as  power. 
He  was  followed  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Kylauds), 
who  attributed  to  him  and  his  speech 
views  which  he  entirely  disowned.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  attributed  to  the  hon. 
Member  fur  Bath  the  advocacy  of  spread- 
eagle  Imperialism.  I  cannot  accept 
that  definidon  of  my  hon.  Friend's 
weeck ;  for  what  I  understood  my  hon. 
Friend  to  be  advocating  was,  that  where 
we  incurred  reeponsibuities,  we  should 
fulfil  them ;  and  if  we  were  not  pre- 
pared to  take  that  line,  I  understood 
him  to  say  we  had  better  creep  out  of 
the  country  aa  soon  as  possible ;  and  I 
think  he  is  quite  right.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Burnley  evidently  thinks 
it  due  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  country, 
that  matters  in  Zululand  should  be  left 
atone,  and  left  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, and  that  we  should  see  that  no 
money  is  spent  on  the  place,  and  that 
no  troops,  under  any  circumstances,  are 
sent  out  there.  Well,  the  whole  mean- 
ing of  that  policy  is,  that  we  should 
withdraw  from  South  Africa  altogether. 
If  we  are  to  remain  in  Zululand  at  all, 
we  must  bear  in  mind  the  responsibilities 
we  have  undertaken.  It  is  said  that  it 
is  a  mere  question  of  pounds,  shillings, 
aud  pence.  If  that  is  the  case,  we  may 
meet  our  difficulties  there  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  by  a  comparatively  small 
expenditure ;  whereas,  if  we  wait  until 
these  difficulties  have  increased,  we 
shall  have  to  incur  a  great  and  an  un- 
known expenditure.  Let  us  keep  to  the 
particular  matter  before  us.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  a  word  about  past  history, 
or,  as  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
Evelyn  Ashley)  calls  it,  the  ancient  his- 
tory of  the  subject,  except  in  so  far  as 
it  bears  upon  our  actual  position  in 
Zululand  at  the  present  moment,  and 
upon  the  responsibilities  which  we  have 
undertaken  there.  I,  like  many  others, 
was  opposed  to  the  original  Zulu  War, 
bat  it  was  ondertaken.   The  ZuUia  were 

Mr.  v.  S.  Fortirr 


defeated,  and  tiie  King  ^  ^iluluid 
was  deposed.  We  did  not  feel  at  that 
time  that,  in  destroying  the  only  re- 
cognized Government  of  that  country, 
we  had  divested  ourselves  of  all  respon- 
sibility for  the  future  of  the  country; 
and  certainly  the  English  Government 
did  not  then  attempt  to  take  that  line, 
and,  had  they  done  so,  the  people  of 
England  would  have  protested  against 
their  action.  Whether  wisely  or  un- 
wisely, an  arrangement  was  then  entered 
into  with  12  or  13  of  the  Native  Chiefs. 
The  arrangement  was  open  to  a  great 
deal  of  objection.  There  were  grave 
doubts  as  to  how  far  peace  and  order 
could  be  maintained ;  but  the  arrange- 
ment, upon  the  whole,  worked  quite  as 
well  aa  oould  have  been  ezpeoted,  and, 
perhaps,  rather  better.  Then  come  the 
restoration  of  Getew»o,  and  that  was 
a  matter  upon  which  1  do  not  agree  with 
many  of  my  hon.  Friends  with  whom  I 
generally  act  in  these  matters.  I  agreed 
with  what  fell  upon  the  subject  &omthe 
Prime  Minister — as  quoted  by  the  noble 
Lord — "that we  had  toconaiderthe  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  country."  I  had 
grave  doubts  whether  any  Chief — above 
all,  any  savage  Chief — who  had  been 
deposed,  could  be  sent  back  to  rule  the 
ooimtry  with  any  great  chance  of  peace, 
especially  after  the  Englibh  Government 
had  entered  into  an  arrangement  with 
these  IS  Kinglets,  under  which  they  hod 
parcelled  out  the  country  among  uiem, 
but  which  was  set  aside  on  the  restora- 
tion of  Oetewayo.  It  was  impossible 
for  Cetewayo  to  be  restored,  without 
infringing  on  this  arrangement.  There- 
fore, f  think  the  arraaKemeot  was  fore- 
doomed to  great  diffici^ty,  though,  per- 
haps, not  necessarily  to  failure.  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  these  13 
Kinglets,  or  any  number  of  them,  would 
willingly  subject  themselves  to  the  rule 
of  this  man  whom  we  sent  out.  What 
has  been  the  result  of  such  a  policy  ?  I 
do  not  want  to  throw  blame  upon  ^ther 
the  present  or  the  past  Government. 
The  Zulu  question  is  difficult  and  com- 
plicated beyond  measure,  and  I  think 
anyone  would  be  moat  unreasonable 
who  complained  of  the  present  or  eren 
the  past  Government,  and  did  not  sym- 
pathise  with  their  difficultieB.  What  ore 
the  actual  ciroumatanoes  of  the  case? 
We  have  to  deal  with  this  country, 
which  is  is  a  state  of  disturbmoe  ami 
disDtdw  owing  to  our  ootion^a  stated 

Digilized  by  Google 


1106 


{JxTLT  SO,  1884)        Strpita  EttmaiM,  1106 


disorder  for  which  we  are  responsible. 
In  c<msequence  oi  our  having  set  aside 
oar  own  arrangement,  the  oountry  is 
in  a  state  of  warfare  and  bloodshed, 
Bud  for  that  state  of  things  we  are 
in  some  measure,  certainly,  respon- 
Bible.  It  has  been  remarked  that  the 
Zulus  hare  dreadful  customs,  such  as 
washing  their  spears  in  each  other's 
blood.  So  they  haTe^  undoubtedly ;  but 
tiiey  appear  to  hare  washed  their  s]pean 
in  rather  a  more  bloody  manner  within 
the  last  two  or  three  yeara  than  tiiey  did 
before.  How  can  we  regard  soeh  a  state 
of  things,  which  hae  been  brought  about 
by  our  own  action,  and  say.  with  any 
degree  of  self-respect  or  without  shame, 
that,  having  got  the  Zulus  into  this  state, 
we  will  leave  them  to  kill  one  another  off 
in  order  to  save  ourselves  from  further 
trouble?  I  do  not  tiiink  that  we  can 
safely  leave  matters  there.  When  the 
hon.  Member  spoke  about  the  future  oi 
Zululaud,  I  confess,  if  he  will  allow  me, 
good-naturedly,  to  say  so,  what  he  told  us 
about  the  future  was  very  little  indeed. 
His  plan  for  the  future  appeared  to  be 
limited  to  the  protection  of  the  Beserve 
T^titory — which  is  absolutely  necessary. 
No  one  would  think  for  a  moment  about 
not  inrotecting  it.  His  plan,  however, 
appears  to  be  limited  to  the  protection 
of  the  Bflnerre,  and  tlie  produotion  of 
some  fresh  Papers.  I  do  not  think  he 
gives  us  an  idea  as  to  how  we  are 
to  deal  with  these  difficult  circum- 
stances. Difficult,  however,  as  they 
are,  the  Government  will  have  to  deal 
with  them,  and  to  feel  that  they  have 
some  responsibility  for  the  warfare  that 
is  going  on  in  Zululand,  and  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  try  and  see  how  it  can  be 
stopped.  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  in 
the  long  run,  that  duty  and  expediency 
go  together,  and  that  the  fulfilment  of 
our  responsibilities  is,  after  all,  the  most 
eecmomical  course.  As  regards  the 
fiotaal  matter,  what  is  likely  to  happen  ? 
In  oonsequenoe  of  having  left  this  coun- 
try oitirdiy  to  itself,  anar  having,  by 
our  anns  and  by  oar  arrangements, 
utterly  ^aorganized  it,  freebooting  ad- 
veaturers  are  ooming  over  from  ooth 
binders — not  only  irom  Ihe  Transvaal, 
but  also  from  I^atal — and  fermenting 
disc»deT8,  and  the  opinion  of  those  in 
South  Aiidca  best  fitted  to  judge  is  that 
the  danger  will  not  be  confined  to  Zulu- 
land,  but  will  spread  to  Natal  itself. 
The  iostaat  that  danger  is  realized, 


economy  will  be  no  longer  considered, 
and  we  shall  send  over  a  Force  which 
will  probably  cost  10  or  100  times  the 
sum  for  which  Lord  Derby  is  informed 
the  whole  difficulty  can  now  be  settled. 
I  must  acknowledge  that  I  am  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  subject 
to  take  upon  myself  to  recommend  to 
Her  Majesty's  Qovernment  the  adoption 
of  any  particular  course;  but  I  am- 
oonvinced  of  this,  that,  whatever  be  the 
diffixralties,  the  (Government  cannot  rest 
contented  with  merely  protecUng  the 
Reserve  Territory,  but  must  feel  niat  it 
is  their  duty  to  try  and  restore  that 
peace  and  order  which  we,  by  our  arms 
first,  and  then  by  our  diplomacy,  and 
next,  and  lastly,  by  our  change  in  that 
diplomacy,  disturbed. 

Me.  chamberlain  :  'I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster),  in  the  speech  that  he  has  just 
made,  and  to  which  we  have  attentively 
listened,  hae  merely  emphasized  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  brought  into 
view  in  the  course  of  this  debate  ;  and 
his  observations  go  to  show  that  there 
are  only  two  alternative  policies  whiiA 
can  be  adopted  by  this  country  in  refe- 
rence to  Zululand.  In  the  first  place, 
there  is  the  policy  which  hasbeen  adopted 
and  defended  by  Her  Majes^s  Oorem* 
ment — that  of  interfering  as  little  as 
possible  with  the  internal  affairs  of  Zulu* 
land.  We  have  come  to  the  decision 
to  abstain  from  all  such  interferences, 
and  to  accept  the  policy  of  our  Prede- 
cessors, so  far  as  to  refuse  any  proposal 
in  any  shape  or  form  for  the  annexation 
of  the  coimtry.  That  policy  has  been 
condemned  as  strongly  as  possible  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  North  Biding 
of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay).  The 
hon.  Member  made  us  a  very  eloquent 
and  very  interesting  speech  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  discussion,  and  the 
only  criticism  that  I  shall  make  upon  it 
is  to  say  that  it  was  too  emphatic,  and 
rather  too  full  of  superlatives.  The 
hon.  Member  described  our  policy  as 
"ghastly,"  "vile,"  "infamous,"  "con- 
summate foUy,"  "murderous,"  and  as 
"  dictated  by  fear  of  the  scoundrelly  and 
infamous  Boers."  I  admire  Tery  much 
his  command  of  invective  and  ac^eo- 
tives;  but  I  followed  with  still  greater 
interest  his  subsequent  remarks,  in 
which  he  proposed  an  alternative  policy 
for  our  acceptance.  I  find  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  in  favour  of  whst  is  called 
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"expansion  of  the  Empire."  He  was 
in  favour  of  a  poUoy  which  practically 
would  amount  to  the  annexation  of  the 
whole  of  Zululaud — of  a  policy  which 
would  have  entailed theannexation of  the 
Transvaal.  If  I  were  toimitate  the  style  of 
the  hon.  Memher,  I  should  he  entitled  to 
saythat  that  would  be  a  blundering  policy, 
a  plundering  policy,  a  policy  of  pick- 
pockets, 61ibu8ters,  and  brigands.  At 
all  events,  without  developing  the  argu- 
ment any  further  in  the  style  of  the 
hoB.  Uember,  I  would  say  that,  while  I 
am  prepared  to  accept  the  statement  j  net 
made  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Forster),  that  this  country  is  bound 
to  fulfil  the  responsibilities  which  it  has 
undertaken,  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
it  is  bound  to  look  all  round  to  see  whe- 
ther it  has  not  responsibilities  at  home 
as  well  as  in  these  distant  places,  and 
to  inquire  whether  it  would  be  wise 
and  judicious  to  imdertake  new  respon- 
sibibties  from  which  so  little  advantage 
can  possibly  be  expected  to  result  to  any- 
one. Well,  Sir,  I  think  the  House  lis- 
tened with  some  amusement  to  the  rather 
extraordinary  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill).  The  noble  liord  com- 
menced his  observations  by  referring  to 
the  state  of  the  House  when  he  was  ad- 
dresBing  it,  as  a  proof  of  the  lack  of  inte- 
rest taken  in  the  question.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  lack  of  interest  in  it,  eithor  on 
the  Liberal  or  Oonservative  side ;  but  I 
think,  perhaps,  it  is  rather  natural,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  Session,  and  when 
the  House  has  been  sitting  until  3,  4, 
or  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  previous 
nights,  that  no  very  large  attendance 
should  be  brought  down  on  a  Wednes- 
day afternoon  to  listen  to  a  discussion 
that  is  understood  to  be  somewhat  hollow 
in  its  character,  and,  above  all,  to  listen 
to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Wood- 
stock, when — to  use  an  expression  of  his 
own — "careering**  about  a  subject  with 
which  hehasthesmaltestpOBsible  amount 
of  practical  acquaintance.  The  noble 
Lord  says  that  I  and  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  on  this  and  on  pre- 
vious occasions  have  admitted  the  failure 
of  their  policy.  I  confess  I  do  not  plead 
guilty  to  ever  having  made  any  men  ad- 
mission, and  I  certainly  have  not  heard 
such  admission  madeby  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Oolonies.  What  my 
hon.  Friend  really  did  say  was,  that  the 
state  of  Zololand  was  not,  at  the  pre- 


sent  time,  entirely  satisfactory.  It  would 
hardly  be  expected  that  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  or  of  anyone  else, 
could  secure  a  perfectly  satisfactory  state 
of  Zululand  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months.  The  state  of  Zululand  is  now 
very  much  what  it  has  been  ever  since 
the  country  was  disturbed  by  the  policy 
of  the  late  Government,  and  by  the 
policy  of  the  Zulu  War.  From  that 
time  down  to  the  present  day,  the  state 
of  Zulnland  has  been  unsatisfactory. 
All  that  can  he  said  of  us  is,  that  our 
policy  of  non-intervention  has  not  re- 
sulted in  a  satisfactory  state  of  things. 
The  noble  Lord  went  on  to  say  that  tne 
condition  of  affairs  in  Zululand  was 
owing  to  Cetewayo  having  been  left  with 
a  miserably  small  portion  of  territory 
when  he  was  restored.  The  noble  Lord 
is  perfectly  aware  that  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  territory  ruled  over  by  CJetewayo 
was  restored  to  him.  [Lord  Bakdolfh 
Churchill:  No,  no!]  That  is  perfectly 
true,  as  the  noble  Lord  will  see  if  he 
will  study  the  map  on  a  large  scale.  The 
fact  is,  that  if  the  whole  of  the  country 
was  not  restored  to  him,  it  was  because 
we  took  the  view  which  has  been  put 
before  the  Committee  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford,  that  having  come 
tmder  obligations  to  the  Kinglets,  by 
reason  of  Sir  0-amet  Wolseley's  Settle- 
ment, we  did  not  think  it  right  to  hand 
them  over,  against  their  will,  to  the  re- 
stored Chief.  My  right  hon.  Friend  tlio 
Member  for  Bradford  made  a  statement 
in  which  he  followed,  I  think,  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Midhurst  (Sir 
Henry  Holland).  He  said  that,  after 
all,  the  arrangement  with  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley  for  setting  up  these  Chieftians 
was  working  satisfactorily,  when  the  re- 
storation of  Cetewayo  was  contemplated 
by  the  Government.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  thetruthtfaanthatstatement. 
In  this  House,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
last  debate,  there  was  not  a  single  Mem- 
ber who  did  not  admit  that  the  state  of 
the  country  was  wholly  unsatisfaotory ; 
that  the  Settlement  made  by  the  late 
Government,  or  by  Sir  G^amet  Wolseley, 
under  tiieir  instructions,  had  absolately 
and  entirely  failed.  In  order  to  be  quite 
certain  about  this,  let  me  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  listen  to  two  quotations  giving 
an  account  of  the  state  of  the  country 
before  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo.  The 
first,  which  I  take  from  the  Bine  Books, 
is  this^  ^  J 
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"  The  relatioDB  between  Ohama  and  Ub  too 
pfMrerfnl  subject  'Dmnyanuna,  vhioh  were, 
irom  the  first,  unfriendly,  became  tbia  year 
strained  almoat  to  the  point  of  war.  Obamu 
waa  also  defied  by  the  tribe  of  tbe  Amaquilisi, 
Uvinff  in  tbe  north  of  his  territory,  who,  no 
doabt,  acted  under  the  inflaence  of  nmnyamana. 
Tbe  authority  of  ITaibebu,  another  of  oar  13 
nominees,  was  persistently  rBsisted  by  Undabuku 
and  Usiwetu,  two  of  Cetewayo'a  brothers.  Um- 
landela,  another  of  our  nominees,  was  driven 
out  of  hU  territory  by  Sitimela,  a  grandson  of 
Singewayo,  Chaka's  Predecessor ;  and  Sitimela, 
who  perhaps  aspired  to  reunite  Zululand  under 
his  own  rule,  was  joined  by  Somkeli,  himself 
one  of  the  nominated  Chiefs.  Three  other  se- 
lected Chiefs,  Chingwayo,  SeVetwayo,  and  TJn- 
fanawenahleU,  reported  at  different  times  that 
they  were  bdng  opposed  by  their  people,  whom 
they  could  not  control— the  reason  being  appa- 
rently in  some  cases  that  they  had  been  imitating 
the  tyranaiea  which  popular  belief  ascribes  to 
Cetewayo." 

In  fact,  Booording  to  this  statement,  and 
to  other  statements  whioh  will  be  found 
in  the  Blue  Books,  there  was  hardly  a 
rinf^le  portion  of  the  territory  that  was 
not,  at  the  time  of  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  the  scene  of  tumult,  disorder, 
and  massacre.  In  April,  1882,  speaking 
in  tbe  debate  on  Zululand  in  this  House, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Chat- 
ham (Mr.  Gorst),  I  think,  quoted  a  pas- 
sage from  a  letter  dated  October  27th, 
written  by  the  Hot.  E.  Bobertson,  in 
Zululand.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Guy 
Dawnay)  has  told  us  that  the  policy  of 
Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  had  led  to 
inter-tribal  slaughter,  whioh  exceeded 
anything  ever  known  since  Zululand 
was  annexed.  I  beg  to  call  attention 
to  this  statement  1^  Mr.  Bobertson, 
who  is  one  of  the  missionaries  in  Zu- 
luland— 

"  You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of  the  recent 
danghter  of  the  Abagulnsi.  I  am  told  it  was 
greater  than  that  of  Isandlana.  I  fear  there 
will  be  more  yet.  In  fact,  I  am  expecting  every 
day  to  hear  that  the  Usnta  (Cetewayo's  own 
tribe)  have  broken  out.  Their  patience  has 
been  severely  tried,  and  it  needs  just  a  little 
more  provocation  to  bring  about  another  crash. 
Mad  una  is  >tnmg  enoogh  to  make  mincemeat 
of  Haran  and  S^bebn  any  day.  What  he  will 
end  in  doing,  I  know  not."  —  (8  JZiniMn^ 
£s68]  766.) 

Mb.  GTTY  DAWNAY:  What  is  the 
date  of  the  letter  7 

Mb.  OHAMBRRTiATNi  October  27th, 
1881. 

Mb.  guy  dawnay  :  What  I  said 
was,  that  the  greatest  siaoghter  ever 
known  in  Zululand  ha4  been  during  the 
last  18  months. 


Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  My  object 
is  absolutely  to  deny  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Member.  I  say  that  the  dis- 
turbances previous  to  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo  were  quite  as  serious  as  any 
that  hare  since  occurred.  And  let  me 
say  that,  although  Sir  Henry  Bulww 
has  been  referred  to  several  times  as 
being  opposed  to  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  his  opposition  was  based,  as 
his  despatches  show,  entirely  on  the  fear 
that,  if  Cetewayo  was  restored,  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  Zulus  would  be  re- 
created, and  great  danger  would  arise  in 
consequence  to  Natal .  He  admitted  that 
the  state  of  Zululand  could  not  continue 
an  it  was  previous  to  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  and  he  put  before  the  Oto- 
vernment  in  effect  two  alternatives.  He 
said — 

"Either  you  moat  consent  to  exercise  para- 
mount authority  over  the  thirteen  Chiefs,  or 
yon  most  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  policy 
you  prefer  and  restore  some  kind  of  Native  aatho< 
rity." 

Her  Majesty's  Government  deoUned, 
without  due  consideration,  to  accept  the 
suggestion  of  Sir  Henry  Bulver  to 
assume  paramount  British  aathority  in 
Zululand,  because  they  were  oonvinoed 
by  all  past  experience — and  subsequent 
experience  has  shown  that  they  were 
right — that  the  creation  of  this  British 
authority  in  Zululand  would  necessarily 
result  in  the  practical  annexation  of  the 
country.  But  having  decided  against 
that  policy,  then  I  think  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  the  conclusion  that,  at  all 
events,  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo  was 
an  experiment  that  ought  to  be  tried. 
If  the  Zulu  War  was,  as  is  admitted  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  Henry 
Holland),  so  unjust  and  so  unnecessary, 
then  common  justice  required  that  Cete- 
wayo should  be  restored,  as  far,  at  least,  as 
was  consistent  with  the  euKagements 
into  which  we  had  entered  with  the  other 
Chiefs.  Bat  there  is  another  reason— the 
reason  of  policy.  Cetewayo's  name,  was, 
at  all  events,  the  most  powerful  name  in 
Zululand,  and  the  probabilities  were 
more  in  favour  of  a  peaceful  settlement 
of  the  country  under  his  leadership,  than 
under  the  leadership  of  any  other  single 
Chief;  and  I  entirely  agree  in  what  has 
been  said  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
Bvelyn  Ashley),  that  if  he  had  been  well 
advised,  in  all  probability  that  Settle- 
ment might  have  been  a  lasting  and 


1111         Bvfply—Oml  (OOICUONSJ         Btrvide  EtUmaUt.  1112^ 


satisfaotoiy  one.  The  proposals  now 
made  to  us  vary  very  much.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  North 
KidiDg  of  Yorkshire  is  that  tre  should 
extend  the  Beserre  Territory  to  the 
Black  Umvolosi.  That  would  practically 
be  to  assume  absolute  control  over  two- 
thirds  of  Zululand.  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst,  although  a  little  more  specioiis, 
comes  to  practically  the  same  result — 
that  is,  that  we  should  exercise  para- 
mount authority  over  the  country  by 
means  of  British  Besidents  and  Magis- 
trates. But  who  is  to  enforce  that  au- 
thority ?  It  is  absurd  totell  us  that  the 
Zulu  people  Tould  welcome  these  gentle- 
men among  them.  We  biow,  irom  idl 
past  experience,  that  friction  would 
inerttably  arise,  and  then  we  ^ould  be 
called  upon  to  defend  the  authority  of 
the  servants  of  the  Crown  by  a  British 
Army,  and  when  we  heard  of  bloodshed, 
we  should  be  told  that  we  were  respon- 
sible for  it.  Bat  suppose  we  adopted 
the  plan  of  establishing  authority  on  the 
Black  UmTolosi,  or  extended  the  Be- 
aerre  up  to  that  line,  there  would  still 
be  Natives  beyond  that  frontier,  and 
Boere  outside  it.  There  would  still  be 
ireebooters,  and  all  the  difficulties  we 
have  had  we  should  be  called  upon  to 
encounter  still  further  away.  What  we 
have  done  has  been  to  reserve  the  least 
poaaible  amount  of  territory  under  our 
control  whidi,  in  our  opinion,  was  con- 
sistent with  OUT  obligations  to  those 
Ohiefa  who  were  unwilling  to  aeoept 
the  rale  of  Oetewayo.  We  have  re- 
sarvad  th«  territoiy  of  John  Dunn,  and 
have  allowed  fug^tiree  from  other  parts 
of  the  country  to  oome  in  and  find  se- 
curity within  uat  Beserve.  The  forma- 
tion of  this  Beserve  border  is  a  protection 
to  Natal.  Either  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill)  or  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forstor)  declared  that  the  result  of  the 
Government  policy  had  been  to  create 
danger  to  the  Oolony  of  Natal ;  but,  as 
a  matter  of  faot,  on  the  contrary,  a  band 
of  neutral  and  protected  territory  has 
been  interposed  been  Natal  and  the 
coun^  of  the  Zulus.  Then  there  only 
remains  the  question  of  what  responsi- 
bility falls  upon  this  Bench  with  re- 
ference to  the  territory  whieh  is  beyond 
the  Beservfr— tiie  tenitory  inhabited  by 
the  BasKtoe.    The  position  Ihere  is 


truly  and  entirely  due  to  those  from 
whom  we  have  inherited  it.  I  agre* 
with  the  opinion  expressed  by  Sir  Her- 
cules Bobtnson,  the  High  Commis- 
sioner. He  is  the  best  authority  on 
such  a  subject;  and  while,  aa  he  says, 
he  is  reluctant  to  oSer  advice  upon  a 
matter  which  is  not  within  his  High 
Commissionership,  he  gives  this  opi- 
nion— 

"  I  think  it  right,  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
we  ahall  tw  spared  future  complieations  and 
qneatioDB  if  we  define  witliout  further  delay  the 
precise  limita  of  our  obligations  in  relation  to 
the  Reserve  Territory,  Nothing  short  of  a 
Protectorate  over  the  whole  of  Zululand,  sup- 
ported by  force,  can  prevent  the  eventual  occu- 
pation by  the  Boers  ol  a  large  portion  KorUi  of 
the  Reserve.  I  confeu  I  do  not  see  that  wears 
bonnd  to  incur  grave  trouble  and  eqjtensa  to 
save  thoae  outside  the  Reserve  from  ttie  conss- 
quences  of  their  own  folly  and  miioondact." 

Now,  that  is  exactly  the  state  of  the 
case.  The  condition  of  affairs  North  of 
the  Beserve  is  due  to  the  folly  and  mis- 
conduct of  the  Chiefs  In  that  part  of  the 
country.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill)  says  it  was  a  rotten 
pretext  to  pretend  that  an  invitation  was 
sent  by  the  Baautos  to  the  Boers ;  but 
there  ia  most  distinct  evidence  of  invita- 
tions addressed  to  the  Boers,  probably 
by  both  parties,  and  certainly  by  the 
BoButo  Party,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  portions  of  land  have  been  awarded 
to  these  fortune-hunters.  That  is  the 
commonest  thing  in  South  Africa.  Thwe 
is  never  a  tribal  oonfliet  in  which  the 
Chiefs  do  not  get  the  Whites  in  th«r 
neighbourhood  on  their  side.  Usibeba 
himjBel^  who  is  bow  suffering  from  the 
interference  of  the  Whitee,  had  pre- 
viously received  assistance  from  the 
Whites  against  Cetewayo.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  would  be  monstrous  that 
we  should  involve  the  English  taxpayer 
and  the  English  people  in  responsibili- 
ties in  order  to  prevent  a  state  of  things 
brought  about  by  no  fault  of  our  own, 
and  for  which  we  are  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  responsible.  I  wiU  go  further, 
and  say  that  I  am  certain  that  we  eould 
not  bring  about  a  state  of  things  which 
would  offer  a  better  chance  of  the  settle- 
ment of  this  matter  than  the  presoat 
system.  Dieturbanoes  there  must  be, 
after  such  a  war  as  that  whiidi  de- 
stroyed and  broke  the  power  of  the  Ziia 
Chiefs;  but  it  is  absolutely  untrue  to  say, 
as  tiie  hon.  Membra  for  the  North  Hiding 
of  Yorkshire  said,  that  the  rule  of  the 
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Boots  orer  the  Natives  has  been  brutal 
and  tyrannical.  The  proof  ia,  that  the 
Native  population  in  the  Transraal  has 
increased  enormously  and  multiplied 
many-fold  by  the  voluntary  migration  of 
tbe  Natives  into  the  Transvaal. 

Mb.  gut  dawn  ay  :  I  never  said 
anything  of  the  sort. 

Mb.  OHAUBERLAIN  :  I  should  be 
sorry  to  misrepresent  the  hon.  Member ; 
but  when  he  cornea  to  read  the  report  of 
his  speech,  he  Till  find  it  vae  one  of  his 
eont^tioiut  that  we  ought  not  to  leave 
the  oonntiy  to  the  incursions  of  the  Boer 
freebooters,  because  they  were  people 
of  a  low  and  barbarous  oivilization  who 
had  brutally  ill-treated  the  Natives. 

Me.  guy  DAWNAT;  I  entirely 
agree  in  that ;  but  I  never  said  it  to-day. 
The  right  hon.  Qendeman  is  putting 
into  my  mouth  words  which  I  never 

Mb.  OHAMBEELAIN  :  I  am  sorry 
to  misrepresent  the  hon.  Member.  Will 
he  state  what  he  did  say  ? 

Mr.  GUY  DAWNAY  :  The  only  ex- 
pressions I  used  in  reference  to  the  Boers 
were  applied  to  the  Boer  freebooters; 
those  I  oalled  "infamous"  and  "scan- 
dalous." I  never  said  a  word  about 
their  ill-treating  the  Natives  in  Uie 
Transvaal. 

Mb.  OHAMBEBLAIN  :  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  he  does  injustice 
to  his  own  graces  of  oratory.  He  used, 
I  think,  many  words  equally  abusive, 
and  I  am  certain  he  will  find  that  he 
did  accuse  the  Boers  of  having  ill-treated 
the  population  under  their  rule.  But  it 
is  not  necessary  that  I  should  say  more 
about  that,  because  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  Member  admits  that,  if  he  did 
not  say  that  to-day,  he  did  say  it  on 
a  previous  occasion.  Whenever  he  did 
say  that,  be  was  entirely  mistaken  as  to 
the  facte  of  the  case.  So  far  from  the 
rule  of  the  Boers  being  brutal  and  bar- 
barous towards  the  Natives,  it  must  be 
a  very  much  better  rule  than  the  Na- 
tives have  been  accustomed  to;  other- 
wise, they  would  not  have  migrated  in 
these  enormous  numbers  into  the  Trans- 
vaal Territory.  Although  I  do  not  pre- 
traid  to  say  wat  the  government  of  the 
Transvaal  State  is  to  be  compared  with 
the  European  civilization,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is  an  immense  improvement  on 
anything  to  which  the  Natives  have  been 
accustomed;  and  even  if  the  result  of 
this  should  be  that  the  Boers  acquire 


some  footing  in  Zululand,  I  am  not  cer- 
tain that  that  will  constitute  any  dis- 
advantage to  the  Natives,  and  certainly 
it  will  not  cause  any  danger  to  British 
rule  in  South  Africa.  At  any  rate,  it 
is  a  problem  much  too  doubtful  for  us 
to  undertake  the  responsibility  urged 
upon  us  by  the  hon.  Member;  and, 
under  no  circumstances  at  present,  can 
we  indefinitely  extend  British  rule  in 
tbis  part  of  South  Africa,  for  such  an 
extension  would  involve  enormous  addi- 
tional lesponubilitieB,  and  entail  very 
serious  fresh  demands  on  the  treasure 
and  rsBOUTcea  of  this  country. 

Sib  STAFFORD  NOETHCOTE : 
Sir,  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to 
decide  the  question  between  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  juat  sat  down 
(Mr.  Chamberlain)  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  North  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay).  Although 
I  heard  a  considerable  part,  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  very  spirited  speech,  I  did  not 
happen  to  hear  the  portion  which  has 
given  rise  to  so  much  controversy.  It 
is  quite  clear,  at  all  events,  that  between 
the  opinion  which  my  hon.  Friend  en- 
tertains of  the  Boers,  and  that  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thci 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  hold, 
there  is  a  very  considerable  difference, 
and  a  large  amount  of  latitude.  I  am 
not  going  to  trouble  the  Oommittee  with 
a  discussion  of  the  question  as  to  the 
precise  mode  in  whiw  the  Boers  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  treating  the  Natives 
of  this  country.  If  they  really  deserve 
all  the  commendations  which  have  been 
bestowed  upon  them  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  must  say  our  position  is 
very  much  more  simple,  and  much  less 
difficult,  than  I  supposed ;  but  I  fear 
the  general  impression  under  which  we 
have  laboured  for  a  long  time  is  very 
difierent  from  that  rather  rose-coloured 
view  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  taken.  What  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  is  the  barrenness  and  meagreness 
of  the  statements  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  r^ard  to  the  policy  they 
have  pursued.  Whatever  may  be  said 
about  the  past  history  of  the  Zulu  ques- 
tion, and  whaterer  charges  may  be 
made  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  with 
regard  to  particular  events  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  matter  has  now  come  to 
that  position  in  which  we  are,  as  a  na- 
tion, deeply  nsponsible  for  th?  condition 
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of  that  conntry ;  and  it  is  important 
that  we  should  really  have  some  assur- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  Oorernment  that 
they  are  pursuing  a  policy  whioh  is 
likely  to  be  for  the  benefit  and  safety 
both  of  our  own  Oolony  of  Natal  and 
of  the  Zulu  people,  in  whom  we  have,  or 
ought  to  have,  great  interest,  and  for 
whom  we  ought  to  entertain  a  sense  of 
responBibility  to  a  great  extent.  As  far 
as  I  can  gather,  the  policy  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ooremment  was  summed  up  by 
the  right  hozL  Oentleman  when  he  said 
it  was  their  intention  to  interfere  as  little 
as  posnble  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  country.  Accepting  those  wcwds 
literally,  I  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  we  ought  to  interfere  as 
little  as  possible  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  Zululand ;  but  we  have  to  take  into 
consideration,  and  in  connection  with 
those  affairs,  the  admission  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley) 
that  we  have  rdsponsibilitiee  which  we 
cannot  get  rid  of,  and  that  it  is  our  duty, 
and  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  protect  the  Beserve  Territory. 
If  you  have  to  protect  the  Keserve  Ter- 
ritory, then  you  have  to  consider  in  what 
manner  that  it  is  to  be  done.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bnraley  (Mr.  Bylands)  said,  that 
these  are  matters  whioh  will  involve 
great  questions  and  y«ey  great  responsi- 
bilities on  the  part  of  this  country.  If 
you  are  to  accept  the  view  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Boers,  and  if  you  are  to  carry 
out  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley,  I  suppose  we  might  solve  the 
whole  question  by  retiring  from  the 
country  and  leaving  everything  to  take 
its  chance.  But  if  we  are  not  to  leave 
things  to  take  their  chance,  if  we  are  to 
recognize  certain  responsibilities,  and  if 
we  are  to  make  ourselves  responsible  for 
the  protection  of  the  Beserve  Territory, 
then  it  becomes  a  serious  question  whe- 
ther we  have  such  a  policy  as  will  re- 
dace  this  responsibility  to  a  minimum, 
and  enable  us  to  discharge  the  duties 
whioh  devolve  npon  us  in  a  manner 
whioh  i^all  be  the  simplest,  the  easiest, 
and  the  best;  and,  therefore,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion, not.whether  we  ought  to  interfere, 
but  on  what  lines  we  ought  to  fulfil  the 
duties  which  we  acknowledge.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Midhurst(8ir 
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Henry  Holland),  in  the  very  temperate 
and  able  speech  which  he  made  this 
afternoon,  and  which  I  am  sorry  there 
were  so  few  Members  present  to  hear, 
laid  down  on  broad  lines,  and,  of  course, 
avoiding  questions  of  detail,  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  the  right  policy  to  pursue — 
and  that  was  to  the  effect  that  we  ought  to 
fall  back  on  the  lines  of  the  Setdement  of 
1879;  that  we  ought  to  take  that  for  our 
main  guidance,  but  in  oraneotion  with 
that  we  ought  to  establish  a  Besident  and 
Sub-Besidents  who  shoold  have  oertain 
powers  with  r^;ard  to  tiie  affairs  of  ti^e 
Transvaal.  Bnt  my  hon.  Friend  said  he 
would  not  interfere  with  the  details  of 
local  government,  and  that  his  view  was 
that  we  should  hold  a  meeting  of  Chiefb; 
that  those  Chiefs  should  be  in  communi- 
cation with  us,  and  should  establish  the 
lines  of  a  home  policy  which  they  would 
pursue,  and  to  uiem  should  be  left  the 
administration  of  the  country  which  be- 
longs to  them.  It  was  not  my  hon. 
Friend's  proposal — it  was,  as  far  as 
possible,  from  his  intention — that  we 
should  accept  or  claim  for  ourselves  any- 
thing approaching  to  annexation  or  a 
Protectorate.  His  object  was  that  we 
should  insure  and  guarantee  to  tiliose 
Chiefs  the  right  to  administer  their  own 
affairs,  and  that  we  should  maintain 
ourselves  in  a  position  whidi  would  give 
us  anthority,  and  enable  ua  to  setUe 
<]^uestions  that  might  arise.  These  ques- 
tions are  of  two  classes— questions  which 
will  arise  among  the  Zulus  themselves — 
quarrels  among  themselves,  and  disputes 
between  the  tribes ;  and  then  you  have 
the  difficulties  that  may  arise  between 
the  tribes  of  the  Zulus  as  a  whole.  Mid 
the  Boers,  their  neighbours.  Now,  with 
respect  to  both  the  one  and  the  other 
of  these  classes,  I  do  not  venture  so 
much  as  to  give  my  own  opinion ; 
I  am  rather  speaking  of  what  I 
understand  to  be  the  opinion  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  who  is  so  well  qualified  to 
speak  on  these  matters;  and  his  opi- 
nion is,  that  you  would  prevent  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty  from  arising — ^whioh 
difficulty,  if  you  do  not  prevent  it,  will 
arise  soonw  or  later,  and  put  you  to 
much  ^^reater  expense  than  you  would 
otherwise  incuT~oy  bein^  wise  and  firm 
in  time.  That  is  really  the  whole  of  die 
oontoktion  between,  I  will  not  say  the 
two  sides  of  the  House,  because  there 
are  several  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that — the 
oppomte — aide  of  the  Hpn/w,  who  take 

Digilized  by  VjOOQIC 


mi  Sm^—Owa 


[July  30,  1884) 


1118 


the  same  view,  and  who  hare  expressed 
it  extremely  veil,  such  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  BauL  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  and  the 
lififht  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
W.  E.  Forster),  who  have  indicated  that 
these  are  thmr  opinions.  Those  are  the 
two  views  of  the  subject,  and  I  venture 
to  think  the  experience  we  hare  had  so 
far  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  that  general 
policy  advocated  by  my  hon.  Friend 
behind  me  (Sir  Henry  Holland),  rather 
than  that  which  is  now  indicated  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government;  and  when  we 
talk  about  these  questions  of  the  restora- 
tion of  Cetewayo  and  other  matters,  we 
talk  about  them  in  order  to  show  that, 
in  the  policy  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  carried  out  since  they 
have  had  chai^  of  this  business,  they 
have  not  been  successful.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Fre^dent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  very  angry  with  my 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Kandolph  Ohnrchill) 
for  sayine  that  th^r  policy  had  failed, 
or  that  they  had  admitted  that  it  had 
felled.  The  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  said 
he  had  never  said  that  it  had  fuled; 
only  that  it  had  not  sacoeeded.  That, 
of  course,  is  a  distinction,  and,  no  doubt, 
it  is  one  satisfactory  to  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  what  we 
want  to  point  out  is,  that  this  policy 
which  has  not  succeeded  was  a  policy 
which  was  not  very  likely  to  succeed. 
At  all  events,  it  was  undertaken  only, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  said, 
as  an  experiment.  It  was  an  experi- 
ment which  the  Gkivemment  may  nave 
been  justified  in  trying;  but  it  was  an 
experiment  which,  when  they  tried  it, 
oertainly  ended  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  non-success ;  and  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  when  that  policy  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  before  it  was  adopted,  the 
3EUme  Minister  himself  pointed  out  to 
the  House,  as  a  reason  for  being  slow  in 
adopting  such  a  suggestion,  that  if  we 
did  so,  and  the  policy  was  not  successful, 
the  Government  and  the  country  would 
have  incurred  a  large  addition  to  their 
responsibilities,  l^at  is  so.  They 
adopted  that  poliry,  and  they  have  in- 
curred that  additional  responsibility,  I 
will  not  say  through  any  blameable 
motives,  they  were  doing  that  which 
they  eonsidered  was,  on  the  whole,  the 
best  thing  to  do ;  but,  undoubtedly ;  they 
did  inour  that  additional  responsibility ; 
I3m7  did  diitorb  aad  destn^  the  sTStem 


whioh  had  been  established  but  a  very 
sh(nt  time  before,  and  which  there  was 
every  prospect  they  might  have  main- 
tained and  improved,  ["No,  no!"] 
We  say  that  this  is  the  view  we  ti^e, 
and  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Midhurst  brings  forward  the  evidence 
upon  which  he  supports  his  contention. 
I  am  not  saying  that  everything  before 
was  perfect,  or  that  when  you  began  to 
talk  of  the  restoration  of  Oetewayo,  and 
of  unsettling  all  that  had  been  settled 
before,  that  then  disturbances  would 
arise  ;  but  I  am  speaking  of  a  time  when 
it  was  thought  that  that  Settlement 
was  to  be  maintained ;  and  I  think  the 
evidence  which  my  hon.  Friend  brings 
forward,  as  to  the  numbers  of  people 
returning  to  the  country  which  they  had 
left,  seems  to  me  to  show  very  strongly 
that  you  were  disturbing  that  which 
had  considerable  elements  of  hope  in  it, 
and  that  you  were  disturbing  that  new 
state  of  things,  the  result  of  which  mast 
have  been  felt  to  be  rery  doubtful. 
That  was  the  result  at  tJie  time ;  but 
now  we  have  veir  olear  before  us  that 
the  result  was  bad,  and  no  longer  doubt- 
ful. The  result  was  the  introduction  of 
more  troubles,  more  quarrels,  and  more 
bloodshed ;  and  all  that  must  be  borne 
in  mind  in  the  presence  of  a  farther 
element  in  the  question — namely,  the 
settlement  of  the  question  with  the 
Boers.  It  was  not  only  the  question  of 
inter-tribal  disturbances  in  Zululand ;  it 
was  the  encouragement  given  thereby  to 
the  Boer  population  in  the  neighbour- 
hood to  advance  themselves  into  that 
oountiy,  to  disturb  the  position  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  no  doubt  to  cause  a 
great  deal  of  mischief  which  we,  in  our 
position,  had  no  longer  the  means  to  stop 
or  nip  in  the  bud.  My  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
Heory  Holland)  sees  the  weakness  of 
the  position,  as  it  stood  under  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley's  Settlement.  He  sees  that 
sometiiing  more  was  required,  and  he 
su^ested  that  that  something  might 
have  been  supplied  in  a  mEinner  which 
would  not  have  involved  annexation  or 
a  Protectorate,  but  would  have  put  us 
in  a  position  which  would  have  enabled 
us  to  deal  quickly  and  firmly  with  the 
domestio  inter-tribal  difficulties,  and  at 
the  same  time  give  us  a  position  in 
which  we  could  oheck  the  incursions  and 
the  depredations  of  the  Boers.  That  is, 
I  take  it,  the  position  oi  the  ease,  and 
iMs  disoonrion  has  bewk-'<9994  Jt?>^® 
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purpose  of  expressing  disaatisfaotioii  on 
the  part  of  mj  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  and  others,  vith  the  course 
vhioh  matters  have  taken  under  the 
recent  administration  of  the  Ghsremment 
— of  expressing  our  dissatiafaotion  and 
our  uneasiness  at  the  position  of  aflfairs 
there,  and  to  endeavour  to  obtain,  what 
I  am  afraid  we  have  not  yet  obtained 
from  the  Government — namely,  some 
more  satisfactory  statement  of  the 
policy  which  it  is  their  intention  to  pur- 
sue than  we  have  yet  been  favoured 
with. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Sir,  I  do  not 
feel  in  all  res^eots  dissatisfied  with  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  (Sir  Stafford  North- 
oote).  I  own  myself  to  have  been  Terr 
considerably  alarmed  by  the  high-sound- 
ing doctrines  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Woodstock  (Lord  Handolph 
ChorohiU) ;  but  nothing  could  be  more 
remarkable,  and  nothing  could  offer  a 
more  glaring  contrast,  than  the  differ- 
ence between  his  opinions  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  those  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  who  has  just  spoken.  The 
whole  sense  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech 
was  annexation  and  more  annexation. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL  : 
No ;  I  beg  pardon,  it  was  not. 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  The  noble  Lord 
says  "  No."  Very  well ;  then  I  will  go 
s  little  further  into  detail.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  the  noble  Lord's  words ;  but 
Tarn  putting  my  own  construction  upon 
his  speedi,  and  as  he  questions  my  con- 
struction, I  want  to  know  what  he  meant 
when  he  said  that  the  restoration  of 
Oetewayo  would  have  succeeded  if  it 
had  been  undertaken  on  a  la^r  basis, 
and  in  a  bolder  manner  P 

LoKi)  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL: 
I  meant  if  you  had  given  back  the  whole 
of  the  country. 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  Exactly  so ;  so 
much  for  the  basis ;  and  now  what  is  the 
bolder  manner  ?  To  support  Cetewayo 
by  force,  no  doubt.  To  ^ve  him  back 
the  whole  country — that  is  the  cool  re- 
commendation of  the  noble  Lord  ;  but 
what  had  happened  ?  We  had  made  a 
Settlement  in  1879.  We  had  set  up  13 
KingletsinZululand.  None  of  those  men, 
80  far  as  I  recollect,  had  been  guilty  of 
any  breach  of  faith  to  us.  We  had  estab- 
lished them,  and  put  authority  into  their 
hands.  A  large  number  of  the  people 
were  I  think,  as  was  clearly  abown  to  our 
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Batisfaotiott  at  the  time,  desirous  of  the 
return  of  Oetewayo ;  but  a  portion  of 
them  were  determinedly  opposed  to  the 
restoration ;  and  these  were  the  Kinglets 
whom  we  had  set  up,  and  who  had  com- 
mitted no  fault  against  us.  The  noble 
XiOrd  says  we  ought  to  have  deposed 
them,  putting  ba^  Cetewayo  in  their 
place.  That  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
noble  Lord  thinks  a  peaceable  restora- 
tion might  have  taken  place.  That  would 
have  been  a  most  gross  breach  of  faith, 
which  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  enter- 
tain for  a  moment,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  The  noble  Lord  adopts  a 
method  of  proceeding  which  really  in- 
Tolves  an  assumption  by  us  of  authori^ 
over  Zululand,  and,  if  I  understand 
him  rightly,  of  authority  over  South 
^rica  in  general.  That  is  what  I  un- 
derstand the  noble  Lord  to  intend. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  OHUBOHILL: 
I  did  not  say  so. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  aware  of 
that,  and  I  am  not  using  the  noble 
Lord's  own  words ;  I  am  simply  using 
every  effort  to  construe  what  the  noble 
Lord  said ;  and,  as  I  understood  his 
high-sounding  words  as  to  the  extension 
of  British  authority,  I  understood  him 
to  mean  that  the  extension  of  British 
authority  ought  to  be  exercised  over  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  the  Transvaal, 
in  one  form  or  another.  It  is  in  that 
view  that  I  say  the  noble  Lord  is  in 
glaring  contrast  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet. Now,  I  wish  to  come  to  the 
closing  remarks  of  the  right  hoii.  Ba- 
ronet. He  says  this  debate  has  been 
raised  for  a  certain  purpose;  and  I 
agree  with  him  that  it  has  been  raised 
for  a  very  proper  purpose.  It  was  quite 
right  that,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  an 
opportunity  should  be  taken  before  thp 
close  of  the  Session  to  discuss  the  diffi- 
culties of  our  position  in  Zululand ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the 
Settlement  which  was  set  up  in  1879  was 
working  in  a  tolerable  manner;  that 
there  was  something  to  be  desired  which 
ought  to  be  supplied ;  but  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  Setuement  was  not  unsatis- 
factory, and  our  fault  was  that  we  did 
not  endeavour  to  improve  it.  Now, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  conclude, 
was  not  present  in  this  House  on  April 
17th,  1882,  when  that  subject  was  dis- 
cussed for  a  whole  evening;  for  if  he 
had  been  present,  or  if  he  had  read 
that  debate,  he  would  hare  been  aware 
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of  that  which  is  evidently  at  present 
totally  unknown  to  him — namely,  that 
while  we  debated  that  subject  through 
an  entire  evening,  while  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Chatham  (Mr.  Oorst) 
made  a  very  able  speeoh,  exhibiting  the 
deplorable  condition  of,  and  the  almost 

grevalenoe  of  bloodshed  and  anarchy  in 
ululand,  not  only  did  the  Gtovernment 
find  themselTes  obliged  to  concur  snb- 
Btuitially  with  his  statements,  but  there 
was  not  a  single  speaker  that  erening — 
I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that 
— who  rose  while  the  subject  was  fully 
discussed,  from  all  quarters  of  the  House, 
to  maintain  that  the  Settlement  of  1879 
was  in  any  degree  tolerable.  That  was 
the  state  of  things  in  1882  ;  and  permit 
me  to  say  that  when  the  subject  has 
been  debated  in  that  way,  as  it  was  in 
this  House— not  as  a  Party  question, 
but  with  great  ability  and  impartiality 
from  all  quarters  of  the  House — it  is  idle 
in  1884  to  overlook  and  ignore  entirely 
what  was  then  admitted  and  demon- 
strated, and  to  speak  of  that  state  of 
things  as  a  state  of  things  upon  which 
we  ought  to  have  fallen  baok.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  agree  to  that.  The  right 
non.  Oentlemaa  thinks  matters  are  worse 
now  than  they  were  then.  That  is  not 
mj  opinion,  for  what  have  we  to  con- 
sider r  We  have  to  consider  two  things 
— first  of  all,  the  anarchy  and  bloodshed 
in  Zululand ;  and,  secondly,  the  ques- 
tion of  danger  to  the  Colony  of  Natal. 
With  regard  to  the  latter  point,  I  am 
prepared  to  contend  that  that  danger 
has  been  wholly  removed,  because  a 
neutral  fringe  of  territory  has  been  in- 
terposed between  Natal  and  the  dis- 
turbed parts  of  Zululand,  where  British 
authority  is  effectively  maintained,  where 
peace  prevails,  and  which  serves  to  hold 
off  Natal  from  the  different  parts  of 
Zululand.  Therefore,  as  to  uiat  im- 
portant part  of  the  case,  and  as  to  the 
fact  that  a  la^e  piece  of  Zululand — 
about  one-four&  or  one-third,  I  believe 
— is  in  a  peaceful  condition,  mudi  has 
been  attained,  though  certainly  with  an 
inerease— I  do  not  deny  it— of  British 
responsibiUty,  an  increase  which  it  was 
abeolntely  necessary  for  ns  in  honour  to 
agree  to,  because  we  could  not  for  a 
moment  think  of  the  restoration  of  Cete- 
wayo  to  the  prejudice  of  those  Chiefs 
who  objected  to  the  restoration,  and  for 
whom  we  were  bound  to  find  a  refuge 
in  what  is  now  known  as  the  Beserre 
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Territory.  We  adopted  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  not  as  a  measure  that  was  cer- 
tain to  succeed,  but  as  a  measure  the  most 
hopeful  of  any  before  us.  In  the  state  of 
things  then  existing,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  ns  to  find  a  remedy ;  and 
that  was  the  remedy  which  appeared  to 
offw  the  least  amount  of  responsibility 
with  the  greatest  amount  of  compromise. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  a  great 
addition  of  responsibility  has  fallen  upon 
us  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  that 
plan  as  a  remedy.  What  we  said  in 
1882  was,  that  if  we  restored  Cetewayo 
without  obtaining,  in  the  first  place, 
competent  and  sufficient  evidence  that 
his  return  was  desired  by  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  masses  of  the  people, 
then,  indeed,  we  should  incur  a  great 
responsibility ;  but  that  evidence  we  did 
obtain ;  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  even  now  there  was  an  untrue 
impression  of  the  state  of  things  then 
conveyed  to  our  minds.  I  will  not  now 
go  back  to  that  part  of  the  matter, 
because  the  important  part  of  the  ques* 
tion  is  that  which  is  before  us.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Braa- 
ford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  has,  with 
great  prudence,  stated  that  he  holds 
uiat  we  ought  to  discharge  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities we  have  undertaken,  and 
that  no  benefit  is  to  be  gained  by  shrink- 
ing from  that  duty.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  that 
view ;  but  our  responsibilities,  although 
they  should  be  acknowledged,  ought  not 
to  be  exaggerated,  and,  above  all  things, 
new  responsibilities  ought  not  to  be  as- 
sumed in  a  hurry,  and  without  sufficient 
consideration.  What,  then,  is  the  ques- 
tion before  us,  as  defined  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet?  He  says  thore  are  two 
plans.  I  say  there  are  three,  because, 
unquestionably,  a  large  and  distinct 
portion  of  the  debate  has  tended  in  the 
direction  of  annexation  of  territonr  not 
now  ours ;  but  that  is  put  aside  so  far  as 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman  is  conoemed. 
He  condemns  that  poli<^,  as  we  did; 
but  he  says  that  the  hon.  Baronet  be- 
hind him  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  has  re- 
commended a  return  to  the  system  of 
1879 ;  but  the  system  of  I8?9,  if  I  re- 
member rightly,  was  a  system  under 
which  no  authority  was  assumed  over 
the  Chiefs.  They  were  entirely  inde- 
pendent; whereas,  as  I  understand  the 
reoommendation  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet it  is  that  some  au^ority  should 
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be  assumed  over  the  Chiefs  in  the  Settle- 
ment which  he  recommends.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Bylands)  has  contended — and  we  con- 
tend— that  if  you  assume  partial  autho- 
rity over  these  Ohiefs,  that  can  only  end 
in  becoming  a  complete  authority,  and, 
consequently,  in  amounting  to  an  equiva- 
lent of  the  annexation  which  has  been 
recommended  as  the  measure  to  be  at 
once  adopted.  At  any  rate,  that  is  not 
a  return  to  the  eyetem  of  1879.  There 
is  in  that  no  recommendation  of  a  re- 
turn to  the  system  of  1879.  The  system 
of  1 879  was  essentially  different,  inas- 
much as  it  fully  recognized  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Chiefs,  and  only  offered 
them  any  friendly  aid,  in  the  way  of 
good  ofiloes,  that  our  Besident  might  be 
able  to  give  them. 

8iB  HENEY  HOLLAND :  I  did  not 
suggest  that.  I  suggested,  very  diffi- 
denuy,  a  return  to  uie  system  of  1879 
—that  is  to  say,  the  government  of  the 
Natives  by  the  Native  CStiefs,  under 
Native  laws;  but  that  the  system  of 
1879  should  be  so  extended  that  we 
ahould  exercise  a  more  direct  and  guiding 
authority  by  Besidents  and  Deputy 
Bendents. 

Ub.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet spoke  in  subdued  tones ;  but  how 
that  is  to  be  done  is  a  most  iuiportant 
part  of  the  plan.  The  hon.  Baronet 
says  he  made  the  suggestion  diffidently. 
I  have  no  doubt — nay,  I  am  sure  he  did, 
because  he  is  a  man  of  sense  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  all  those  who  know  South 
Africa  will  be  apt  to  make  recommenda- 
tions with  considerable  diffidence ;  but 
one  point  is  this.  We  do  not  see  how  tiie 
assertion  of  authority  by  us  over  these 
Chiefs  can  possibly  end  in  anything  ex- 
cept the  establishment  of  a  virtual  supre- 
maey.  You  were  very  liberal  in  your 
system.  I  do  not  question  that.  I  am 
sure  that  was  the  intention  of  the  hon. 
Baronet;  but  we  are  not  prepared  to 
establish  in  these  portions  of  Zulidand 
beyond  the  Beserve  a  British  supre* 
maoT,  which  we  feel  must  amount  vir- 
tually to  that  annexation  which  is  dis- 
claimed by  us,  disoUumed  by  the  late 
Government,  and  disclaimed  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  in  his  speech  to-day.  I  do  not, 
on  the  other  hand,  say  we  wash  our 
hands  of  all  duty  whatever  with  regard 
to  Zululand  beyond  the  Beserve.  A 
friendly  interest  we  should,  in  any  case, 
feel  towards  it.  The  oiroomstances— the 
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unhappy  circumstances — under  which  it 
was  broken  up  at  a  former  lime  un- 
doubtedly leave  us  in  a  condition  in 
which  it  is  impossible  to  say  we  look 
upon  that  land  as  if  it  were  a  mere  por- 
tion of  Central  Africa ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  we  are  not  in  a  position  in  which 
we  have  any  other  dut^  towards  that 
country  than  this — of  domg  so  far  as  we 
can  what  is  best  for  that  oonntry.  Now, 
we  are  not  prepared  to  say  wat  it  is 
best  for  that  country,  or  best  for  Sontli 
Africa  generally,  that  we  should  assume 
authority  over  it.  If  the  time  comes — 
and  it  may  come — when  we  can  be  use- 
ful in  promotinfi^  its  peaceful  settlement, 
I  think  it  will  be  our  duty  to  avail  our- 
selves of  such  an  opportunity ;  but  what 
we  disclaim,  under  all  the  circumstances 
now  before  us,  or  which  we  can  antici- 
pate, is  the  desire  to  establish  British 
supremacy  over  that  country.  The 
noble  Lord  used,  I  think,  strong  lan- 
guage in  his  description  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Transvaal ;  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  North  Biding  of  York- 
shire (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay)  does  not  dis- 
claim having  used  language  which  I 
think  would  have  -been  exceedingly 
strong,  even  if  applied  to  some  countij 
with  which  we  were  at  war,  and  which 
I  must  take  the  liberty  of  saying  was 
a  great  deal  too  strong  for  the  present 
occasion.  It  was  described  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  as  interesting ;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  it  was  too  strong,  especially 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
applied  to  people  with  whom  we  pro- 
fess to  be  on  friendly  terms  ;  and  it  is 
also  unjust,  in  face  of  the  fact  that  enor- 
mous multitudes  of  the  Natives  are 
liring  under  the  dominion  and  auspices 
of  the  Transvaal ;  and  in  face  of  the 
fact  that  we  were  content  to  go  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  these  people 
had  prior  possession,  and  make  it  so 
uncomfortable  for  them  that  they  mi- 
grated in  large  numbers.  In  face  of 
the  fact  Uiat  we  have  had  indisputable 
evidence  that  the  Natives  have  migrated 
into  the  Transvaal,  on  account  of  the 
peace  and  good  government  they  can  en- 
joy there,  I  must  say  it  is  imprudent,  im- 
politic, and  hardly  consistent  with  those 
terms  of  comity  and  decency  which 
ought  to  prevail  between  peojple  of  one 
State  and  another,  to  describe  these 
people  in  the  superlative  language  used 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  North 
BMing.  I  fe^  that  the.  time  is  ex- 
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hausted,  and  that  it  would  be  wrong  in 
me  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  hare  been  so  fully  stated  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain), and  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley).  "With  their  state- 
ments I  am  perfectly  content.  I  am 
farther  contented  and  satisfied  with 
the  limited  and  cautious  terms  in 
which  the  ri^t  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site (Sir  Stafford  Northcote)  has  ex- 
nressed  himself.  I  may  point  out  to 
him  that  our  object  has  been  gained  by 
the  establishment  of  the  Reserve ;  and  as 
to  the  maintenance  of  British  authority, 
he  must  be  aware  that  it  will  be  main- 
tained there  by  the  same  means  as  those 
adopted  in  other  places  in  case  of  need, 
and  that  there  are,  I  believe,  a  force  of 
nearly  1,000  men  in  the  Beserre  for  that 
purpose.  With  regard  to  what  is  be- 
yond it,  I  by  no  means  say  that  that  is 
a  countiy  which  does  not  excite  our  in- 
terest ;  but  we  see  no  reason  for  violent 
interference  in  that  country.  In  fact, 
the  people  themselves  have  chosen  to  in- 
vite Natives  into  the  Transvaal  to  settle 
there  in  a  peaceful  manner,  totally  dif- 
ferent from  the  proceedings  of  Bechu- 
analand;  and  we  decline  to  be  bound  by 
a  scheme  of  policy  which  we  believe  to 
be  dangerous,  impolitic,  and  not  in  con- 
formity with  any  sound  mnoiple,  even 
at  morality,  by  extending  British  autho- 
rity over  that  oountnr. 

Mb.  QUY  DAWNAY  said,  the  Prime 
Minister  had  rebuked  him  for  having 
used  strong  terms  with  regard  to  people 
with  whom  we  were  ou  friendly  terms. 
He  denied  that  we  were  on  friendly 
terms  with  these  filibusteriog  Boers;  and 
it  was  to  these  filibustering  Boers,  and 
not  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Transvaal, 
that  he  had  referred.  He  had  compared 
the  action  of  the  Boers  in  Zululand  with 
the  action  ifhioh,  so  far  as  he  could  un- 
derstand, the  Government  were  allowing 
the  Abyssinians  to  take  with  regard  to 
the  Soudan,  and  had  said  that  their  civi- 
lization was  in  the  same  rudimentary 
condition,  and  their  Christianity  in 
the  same  fossilized  state.  He  denied 
that  he  had  advocated  a  policy  of 
annexation— unless  the  Gk>  vemment  con- 
eidered  —  which  th^  said  they  did 
not— tluit  the  Beserve  hod  beoi  an- 
nexed— for  he  only  desired  an  ex- 
tension of  the  principle  which  applied 
to  the  Beserve  to  other  parts  of  Zululand. 


The  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  PresidMit 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain) had  declared  that  a  policy  of  annexa- 
tion was,  to  use  the  term  borrowed  from 
his  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay'a)  vocabulary,  a 
policy  of  filibusters,  brigands,  and  pick- 
pockets ;  but  if  he  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay) 
had  wished  to  brand  such  policy  in  the 
strongest  term,  he  should  not  have  em- 
ployed any  such  feeble  words  ^m  his 
own  vocabulary,  but  should  have  de- 
nounced it  instead  in  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  language  as  a  policy 
of  shipowners.  He  should  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  divide,  and  to  express  their 
opinion  that  the  responsibility  which 
the  House  and  the  country  had  incurred 
owing  to  the  reversal  of  the  policy  of  the 
late  Government,  and  owing  to  the  Con- 
vention with  the  Boers,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  Articles  in  relation  to  the 
Border  Tribes,  would  not  be  fulfilled 
merely  by  protecting  the  Zulus  in  the 
Beserved  Tenitmy  in  the  future,  after 
failing  to  do  so  in  the  past. 

Question  pnt. 

The  Committee  divided:  —  Ayes  99 ; 
Noes  155:  Majority  56.  —  (Div.  lAst, 

No.  197.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Besolation  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
Oommittee  to  sit  again  Ta'turroto. 

nOTION. 


CORHUPT  PBAonOES  (snSPBNBION  OF 

elections)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorxbt  Qbnbral,  Bill 
to  suspend,  on  account  of  corrupt  practices,  the 
issue,  during  the  Prorogation  ot  Parliament,  of 
writs  for  the  holding  of  Elections  of  Memhers 
to  serve  in  the  present  Parliammt  for  certain 
citiM  and  horonghs,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Attobmbt  Obxbbal  uod  Mr.  SoLicrroa 
Obmuul. 

BilljmHfi<«f,snd  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  314.] 
Hotue  adj<"i™ed  at  Six  o'dodk. 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 
nmnian,  ^Ut  Jufyj  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Biiis— J'lri*  Reading— 
Chartered  Oompaniee*  (231) ;  Military  Pen- 
sions and  Yeomanry  Fay*  I232J;  Proseca- 
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taODof  Ofi'encefl(333);  Metropolitan  AaylamB 
Boud  (Borrowing  Powers)  •  (334) ;  Buparan- 
nnatioD*        ;  EzpiiingLawsCVnriiniuuioe* 

(236). 

Swond  Beading— VriKitM*  (213)  ;  Smoke  Nni- 
aanoe  Abatement  (Metropolis)  (109);  Tom- 
pilte  Acta  Continuanoe  •  (206) ;  Poblio  Works 
LoeuQS  *  (221) ;  Metropolitan  Board  of  Worka 
(Money)  *  (222) ;  Mnnidpal  Electiona  (Cor- 
rnpt  and  Illegal  Fiactices)  (212). 

Commiltte — CanaJ  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amend- 
ment (19S-228) :  Cholera  Hospitals  (Ire- 
land) (204-220);  Tnuta  (Scotland)  *  (209). 

Third  Beading — Tramways  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Order  (211);  Tramways  (Ireland)  Pro- 
Tiaional  Order  (No.  2)*  (144);  Torkshira 
BegiatriM*  (219-330) :  Naval  and  OTecnwich 
Hoqutal  Pendona  *  (20S) ;  Teatdien'  Bed- 
dancee  (Ireland)  •  (914),  and  jtmusd. 

BEPBESENTATION.  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BILL-THE  MAEQUE8S  OP  SALIS- 
BTJBY  AND  MR.  GLADSTONE. 
FSB80NAL  SXFLAiTATIOK. 

Thb  MABauEss  or  SALISBUBY :  I 
wish,  before  the  Bosineaa  of  the  House 
oommMioeB,  to  refer  to  a  statement  the 
]^im«  leister  made  in  "another  place" 
-with  nnpeot  to  some  obsarrattons  of 
mine.  The  Prime  Uinister  was  pleased 
to  quote,  and,  as  I  think,  misconceived 
the  meaning  of  some  observations  which 
I  made  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on 
Monday.  The  Prime  Minister  is  re- 
ported to  hare  said  this — 

"I  find  tliat  in  a  speech  ascrihed  to  Lord 
Salisbury — I  rather  think  in  the  papers  of  to-day 
— there  is  the  following;  passage  : — '  The  House 
of  Xx>rdB  has  a  right  to  say — "  We  do  not  ap- 
prove of  the  measure  you  bring  forward.  If 
you  like  to  acoei)t  ita  rejection,  well  and  good ; 
if  yon  object  to  ita  retedion,  yoor  remedy  is  to 

Lto  the  people."  '  That  I  tal»  to  imply  that 
Bill  has  tteen  reacted. " 

That  seems  to  he  a  Tenr  captious  cri- 
ticism ;  and  although  I  do  not  ordi- 
narily take  any  notice  of  misconstruction 
of  things  that  I  say,  I  think  that,  if  the 
Prime  Minister  condescends  to  misun- 
derstand you,  you  are  bound,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  respect,  to  correct  him.  What  I 
wish  to  point  out  is  that  I  was  speaking 
when  I  used  those  words — as  anyone 
who  will  consult  the  speech  will  see — 
of  the  general  Oonstitutional  rule  affect- 
ing the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords 
upon  the  question  of  DissoluUon,  and  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  state  it  in  more 
limited  terms  than  I  did.  As  a  general 
rale,  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the  House 
of  Lords  has  a  right  to  say — *'  We  do 
not  approve  the  measure  you  bring  for- 
ward; if  yoa  like  to  accept  its  rejection, 


well  and  good ;  if  you  object  to  its  re- 
jection, your  remedy  is  to  go  to  the 
people."  But  in  saying  that  I  did  not 
mean,  nor  does  it  necessarily  follow, 
that  in  every  particular  case  coming 
under  that  general  rule  the  statement 
would  require  to  be  in  equally  large 
terms.  The  general  rule  is  necessarily 
larger  than  the  particular  instance. 
What  happened  in  this  particular  in- 
stance was,  that  we  did  not  reject  the 
measure,  but  that  we  rejected  a  Motion 
in  respect  of  that  measure,  which  rejec- 
tion had  for  its  effect  that  the  Bill  conld 
not  pass  until  certain  neoeasaxy  and  nip- 
plementary  legislation  had  been  added 
to  it.  But  what  I  wish  to  point  out  is 
that  I  was  diflonsmny  the  general  rale, 
and  Aat  I  did  not  in  any  way  iiun^ 
the  fact  lhat  our  rejection  of  the  Motion 
in  respect  to  the  measure  had  not  in- 
volved the  rejection  of  the  measure,  if 
Her  Majesty's  Gbvemment  had  been 
pleased  to  take  the  steps  which  we 
thought  necessary  to  its  passing.  The 
matter  is  only  of  importance,  as  I  say, 
because  the  Prime  Minister  is  pleaaed  to 
misunderstand  me.  He  himself  is  per- 
fectly aware  of  what  really  took  place, 
for  he  goes  on  to  say  that,  in  strictness, 
the  measure  had  not  been  rejected  as 
regards  the  Forms  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
But  he  goes  on  to  make  one  further  ob- 
servation, which,  I  think,  in  the  interest 
of  this  House,  I  ou^t  to  notice.  He 
says  that  the  noble  Earl  <^po8ite  (Barl 
Granville) — 

**  Has  no  intention  of  makiDfl;  any  further 
Motion  on  the  Bill  aa  at  present  advised;  and 

oar  reason  is,  that,  without  inanring  any  im- 
portant public  advantage,  it  would  give  tajuble 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  which  ought  not  to  have 
any  trouble  of  that  kind  put  upon  it,  and  would 
only  result  in  tike  production  of  some  third  by- 
Mcmon.  If  w«  could  have  some  direct  iaaoe 
tak^  on  tht  Bill  itaelf,  I  thulk  tiiat  it  woiUd 
be  very  deairablB ;  bat  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  in  our  power  to  procure  it." 

Now,  when  a  man  offers  me  wine  and 
water  and  leaves  out  the  wine,  it  seems 
to  me  that  I  am  taking  a  very  direct 
issue  with  him  in  declining  to  dnnk  the 
watw  by  itself. 

EGYPT— THE  C0NPEB3EN0B. 

QUESTIOSr. 

The  Mabquess  of  SALISBURY :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Barl 
Granville),  Whether  he  can  now  give  the 
House  any  information  with  reject  to 
tiie  piogreBB  of  the  Ocmlaniiee  f 
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EutLGBAKYILLE:  MyLords^Iam 
afraid  my  answer  will  appear  somewhat 
unsatisfactory,  and,  indeed,  monotonous ; 
but  it  will  not  surprise  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, who  has  had  the  experience  of 
more  than  one  Conference.  He  is  aware 
how  unavoidable  delays  are  at  meetings 
of  the  Bepresentatives  of  all  Europe, 
who  hare  to  refer  to  their  respective 
Gk>Termnenta.  The  Conference  met  this 
morning,  when  the  French  Ambassador 
expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not  yet 
sufficient  instructions  to  answer  ques- 
tions which  had  been  raised.  He  re- 
quested— and  was  supported  by  other 
Flenipotentiaxies  in  the  request — that  we 
should  meet  again  on  Saturday  morning. 

8MOEE  NUISANCE  ABATKUENT 
(UETROPOLIS)  BILL. 
{Th*  Lord  StrathetUn  and  Campbtll.) 

(iro.  109.)   6£00KD  BBADnra. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

LoED  STEATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  Smoke 
Abatement,  although,  during  this  Ses- 
sion, I  do  not  wish  it  to  go  further  than 
the  stage  in  question.  If  it  is  once  read 
a  second  time,  the  subject  will  be  ripe 
ioT  CtoTemments  to  deal  with.  If  it  does 
not  reach  that  point,  much  toil  of  many 
persons  will  be  wasted.  Since  it  was 
presented  at  the  end  of  May,  it  has  been 
supported  by  a  public  meeting  under 
the  Lord  M^or  in  the  City;  by  the 
WeetminBter  District Boardof  Works;  by 
tiie  I^riah  of  St.  Martin's ;  by  the  Hamp- 
Btead  Testry;  by  the  Oonnoil  for  the 
Institnte  of  Architects ;  by  the  Associa- 
tion under  the  noble  Duke  the  Master 
of  the  Horse  (the  Duke  of  Westmin- 
ster) ;  while  it  lias  also  had  a  favourable 
echo  in  the  Provinces.  At  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  ask  your  Lordships  to 
accede  to  it,  even  to  Ulo  qualified  extent 
I  have  described,  unless  a  proper  case 
can  be  submitted  in  its  favour.  Instead 
of  g^ing  through  all  the  clauses  in  de- 
tail, wmch  anyone  can  look  at,  I  will 
explain  at  once,  if  it  should  become  law, 
the  course  of  operation  to  be  anticipated 
from  it.  A  nuoiber  of  Local  Bodies  would 
find  themselves  invested  with  a  discre- 
tionary power  of  restraining  smoke  in 
houses,  under  bye-laws  which  must  have 
the  |«evious  sanction  of  the  Home  Office. 
The  Oity  would  be,  probaUy,  at  first, 


the  only  Local  Body  to  apply  in  con- 
sequence of  the  greater  public  spirit 
which  prevails  there,  of  the  municipal 
authority  which  is  strong  enough  to 
urge  it  into  action ;  of  the  desire  to  vin- 
dicate itself  against  powers  which  are 
hostile  to  it ;  of  the  readiness  to  lead  the 
way  which  becomes  an  ancient  Corpora- 
tion ;  and  of  the  superior  facility  for  re- 
straining smoke  in  offices  and  ware- 
houses, which  make  up  that  part  of 
London  far  more  than  domiciles  and 
residences.  The  last  advantage  is  a 
most  important  one  belonging  to  the 
City,  and  should  not  be  forgotten  by 
your  Lordships.  If  the  result  was  good, 
other  Local  Bodies  would  exert  uiem- 
selves,  and  the  whole  of  London  would 
be  gradually  purified,  at  least  of  the 
carbonic  matt«  which  cypresses  it.  If 
the  result  was  bad,  nothug  more  would 
follow,  except  a  better  heating  apparatuB 
in  new  buudings,  whioh  the  Bill  pro- 
vides for.  More  I  should  scarcely  add 
to  justify  my  limited  demand  ^pon  the 
Hon^e,  if  it  were  not  that  the  vestry  of 
St.  James's,  under  great  misapprehen- 
sion, as  I  shall  soon  point  out,  have 
petitioned  against  the  measure  being 
adopted.  The  Yestry  of  St.  James's, 
whose  Petition  I  have  carefully  exa- 
mined, qiiite  forget  that,  as  regards 
themselves,  there  is  nothing  compxusory 
or  threatening.  If  they  do  not  uke  the 
power,  they  need  not  exercise  it.  The 
force  will  only  be  a  latent  one.  It  can- 
not injure  or  embarrass  them.  Ibideed, 
their  modesty  is  singular.  It  is  a  pro- 
clamation of  unfitness  to  be  invested 
with  a  right  to  act  in  a  given  manner, 
which,  as  they  think,  may  lead  to  in- 
oonvenienoe.  But  if  it  leads  to  incon- 
venience in  their  OTes,  of  course  it  can- 
not be  exerted.  ,  Th^  cannot  mean  that 
the  temptation  will  be  so  great  that, 
against  their  better  judgment,  th^  will 
use  it.  They  can  hardly  urge  eitiier 
that,  because  they  are  not  prepared  to 
exercise  the  right,  no  other  Local  Body 
should  possess  it.  Although  they  repre- 
sent a  celebrated  parish,  are  they  the 
only  Local  Body  to  whom  prudence  has 
been  granted?  The  Petition  is  not  so 
much  unfounded  as  irrelevant.  If  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  James's  united  to  petition 
against  imparting  a  new  power  to  the 
Vestry,  which  might  be  dangerously  re- 
sorted to,  their  luiguage  would  be  per- 
fectly intelligible.  Bat  nothing  of  the 
kind  has  happened.    The  inhabitanta 
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regard  the  TMtiywith  confidence  which, 
has  not  been  diminished,  but  vhioh  the 
Vestry  blushes  to  enjoy,  awakened  to  a 
sudden  consciousness  of  dangerous  falli- 
bility. It  is  true  the  Yeatry  urge  that 
science  has  not  gone  far  enough  to  make 
the  object  of  the  Bill  attainable.  That 
point  might  be  insisted  on  in  their  pro- 
oeedingB,  as  a  reason  for  not  exercising 
the  new  authority  conferred ;  but  it  is 
not  a  reason  for  withholding  it.  It  might 
be  shown,  with  ease,  that  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  is  certain  to  advance  the  science  of 
mechanical  invention,  which  they  think 
defective,  if  enacted.  But  on  the  ques- 
tion of  mechanical  invention  being  in- 
adequate I  join  issue  with  the  Vestry 
altogether.  I  am  prepared  to  show  that 
^;reat  facilities  exist  for  averting  smoke 
m  houses  at  this  moment.  It  may  be 
prudent  to  remark  at  first  that  I  have 
for  years  attended  to  this  point,  in  con- 
cert with  a  scientific  engineer,  whose 
mind  has  been  directed  to  all  the  intri- 
oacies  of  the  problem.  We  have  made 
various  expenments  together.  We  re- 
cently inspected  all  the  fireplaces  the 
Health  Exhibition  f^iehes,  and  be  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  everything 
which  appeared  before  in  the  same  line 
at  the  South  Kensington  Museum.  These 
are  the  leading  methods  by  which  smoke 
may  be  prevented.  You  might  attempt 
the  Russian  system  of  central  furnaces 
in  houses,  by  which  hot  air  or  hot  water 
is  distributed  to  rooms  in  flues  or  pipes 
respectively.  Yoii  might  make  that 
central  furnace  smokeless,  on  the  prin- 
ciple by  which  Lord  Falmerston's  en- 
actments are  carried  out.  wherever  they 
are  operative.  Such  a  change  would 
be  too  violent,  although  the  merit  of 
the  system  in  diffusing  equal  warmth 
is  undeniable.  In  this  way,  St,  Peters- 
burg becomes  almost  a  winter  quarter. 
To  pass  on  to  another,  a  mechamcal  in- 
ventor came  to  me  the  other  day,  and 
explained  his  mode  of  introducing  ori- 
fices at  the  top  of  chimneys,  by  which 
the  draught  is  so  augmented  that  it  be- 
comes easy  to  bum  ooke  or  aathradto  in 
ordinary  fireplaces.  They  may  be  burnt 
in  ordinary  fireplaces  if  there  is  suffi- 
cient draught,  and  they  are  smokeless. 
Next,  I  may  touch  upon  the  principle  of 
Amott,  by  which  coals  are  constantly 
moved  upwards,  instead  of  added  to  the 
surface,  and  thus  ignition  forwarded 
while  smoke  is  overcome,  since,  when 
ignition  is  complete,  smoke  naturally 


vanishes.  Some  years  ago,  a  gentleman 
in  Stratford  Place,  who  is  not  living 
now,  resorted  to  this  method  over  nearly 
all  his  house,  which  I  have  visited,  and 
deemed  it  thoroughly  suooeBsftal.  Asbes- 
tos is  a  good  expedient}  and,  lighted  up 
by  gas,  presents  a  cheap  and  unobjec- 
tionable fuel.  Gas  stoves  may  be  em- 
ployed, and  are  now  much  more  attrac- 
tive than  they  used  to  be.  Oil  stoves 
may  be  substituted  where  gas  is  not 
laid  on;  but,  unless  of  excellent  con- 
struction, do  not  recommend  themselves. 
The  best  invention  we  have  reached  as 
yet,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  is  that  of  the 
late  Sir  William  Siemens.  It  consiste 
in  the  union  of  coke  and  gas,  so  that 
heat  is  thrown  out,  combustion  is  pro- 
moted, and  flame  is  never  wanting.  The 
outlay  would  be  soon  recovered  in  the 
economy  of  chimney  sweeping.  In  an- 
sww  to  the  Vestry  of  St.  James's,  I 
have  now  enumerated  seven  modes 
among  which  the  householder  would 
choose,  as  soon  as  the  Local  Body  of  his 
district  brought  the  law  to  bear  upon 
him.  Leaving  behind  these  teehnioai 
researches,  there  is  a  wide  conraderation 
which  might  recommend  the  second 
reading  to  your  Lordships.  This  Bill  is 
the  best  security  against  too  rapidly 
erecting  a  vast  and  central  Body  for  the 
government  of  London.  A  vast  and 
central  Body  of  that  kind  is  incompe- 
tent to  deal  with  smoke,  because  it  must 
bring  ite  restrictive  efibrt  to  bear  upon 
the  whole  circumference  or  none  of  it. 
It  has  no  locut  standi  for  a  partial  opera- 
tion. It  could  not  fix  upon  one  district ; 
it  could  not  venture  to  control  {h»  aggre- 
gate of  districte.  It  would  be  disabled 
as  the  Legislature  is  disabled— except 
through  intermediate  agency — ^by  th« 
necessity  of  acting  on  too  la^e  a  sur- 
face of  resistance.  To  cont^uer  smoke, 
yon  must  uphold  a  distribution  of  muni- 
cipal authority.  But  it  by  no  meana 
follows  that  tbe  existing  Vestries  ought 
to  be  perpetuated.  Under  this  Bill, 
they  may  appear  still  more  inadequate 
than  i^&y  are  felt  to  be  already.  A  BiU 
of  this  kind  pointe  rather  to  the  control 
of  London  by  a  group  of  Oorporations, 
with  a  well-poised  authority  to  lead 
them — such  as  the  lato  Sir  George  Oome- 
wall  Lewis,  such  as  the  lato  John 
Stuart  Mill,  such  as  the  lamented 
politician,  'iSx.  Buxton,  recommended; 
such  as  every  inquiry  has  proposed; 
such  as  the  expen»ioe  d  the  present 
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Sesaon  powerfully  urgee.  Her  Ma- 
jesty^s  Govemmeut  ought  not  to  be 
alienated  from  the  present  Bill  by  the 
expresfflons  I  have  hazarded,  and  that 
vhen  the  noble  Doke  the  Master  of  the 
Horse  is  known  to  be  in  favour  of  it  It 
reiUly  offers  them  a  good  retreat  from 
an  untmable  position.  But  those  who 
are  reeolved  at  ai^  hazard  to  form  a 
large  and  central  power  for  directing 
the  Metropolis  are  bound  to  legialato 
effectually  against  smoke  before  they 

E lunge  into  that  system.  It  might  up- 
old  restraints  upon  the  evil ;  it  cannot 

Sossibly  initiate  them.  My  Lords,  if  I 
etain  the  House,  it  is  oidy  to  secure 
the  Bill,  as  I  am  bound,  against  any 
dangerous  opposition.  It  is  well  known 
that  many  noble  Lords  have  leagued 
themselves  into  the  defence  of  liberty 
and  property,  and  that,  intent  u^n  that 
aim,  they  view  all  le^slation  with  con- 
eiderable  jealousy.  If,  however,  they 
oppose  every  project  which  involves  re- 
straint with  undistinguishing  severity, 
their  cause  will  suffer,  their  end  will  be 
defeated,  and  they  will  come  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  blind  and  zealous  scou^es 
of  improvement.  If  you  condemn  all 
interf<nence,  yon  condemn  all  sanitary 
benefits.  I  share  the  doofaine  of  these 
noble  Lords;  but  it  ought  not  to  be 
exaggerated.  In  fact,  it  is  a  question 
of  degree.  They  ought  in  every  case  to 
ask,  is  the  object  great,  and  is  the  inter- 
ference moderate  and  limited  ?  The  ob- 
ject in  the  present  case  is  to  retain 
London  as  a  capital,  elevate  its  architec- 
ture, purify  its  atmosphere,  correct  its 
fogs,  and  check  the  inconveniences,  the 
depression,  the  disorders,  the  mortality 
they  generate.  The  interference  is  most 
guarded.  It  depends  upon  a  Local  Body 
-which  the  householder  can  influence. 
No  course  of  action  is  dictated  to  him ; 
no  right  is  overthrown.  On  general  and 
atntiact  grounds  the  householder  is  no 
more  entitled  to  pour  smoke  out  of  a 
chimney  than  on  such  grounds  he  is  en- 
titled to  flins:  sewage  &)m  a  garret.  It 
may  be  said  tiiat  long  costom  has  shel- 
t«ed  one  of  these  inooeedu^  in  our 
capital.  No  doubt  it  is  so.  But  I  have 
often  been  informed  that  in  the  old  town 
of  Edinburgh  long  custom  authorized 
the  other.  When  it  was  first  restrained 
the  friends  of  liberty  and  property  may 
have  been  exceedingly  dissatisfied.  But, 
if  I  understand  the  noble  Lords  who 
fom  this  licagae,  the^  are  not  indifferent 


to  architectural  improvement.  They 
would  willingly  raise  London  to  a  higher 
level  than  it  has  yet  attained  in  every- 
thing which  relates  to  beau^,  order,  and 
magnificence.  The  Council  of  Archi- 
tecture have  furnished  me  with  the  best 
authority  for  the  position  that,  until 
smoke  is  overcome,  these  ends  will  be 
frustrated.  It  is  that  of  the  late  Mr. 
Street,  in  his  Presidential  Address  of 
1881.  In  substance,  he  affirmed  that 
new  modes  of  heating  were  essential; 
that  there  oould  be  no  excellence  in  his 
(Mr.  Street's)  vocation,  however  just 
the  plan,  however  accurate  the  work- 
manship, if,  in  a  short  time,  the  colours 
and  materials  employed  were  certain  to 
degenerate.  I  have  heard  &om  a  con- 
siderable quarter,  well  entitled  to  atten- 
tion, that  the  restraint  of  smoke  is  in- 
expedient; that  it  is  not  without  an 
hygienic  influence ;  that  it  dries  the  air, 
and  ought,  for  some  oomplaints,  to  be 
perpetuated.  A  theory  of  this  kind  was 
once  advanced  by  Horace  Walpole.  But 
there  is  a  fallacy  involved  in  the  opi- 
nion. The  atmosphere  is  dried  not  by 
smoke,  but  by  ^piition.  It  is  quite  true 
that,  if  you  put  out  all  the  fires  of 
London,  more  humidity  would  foUow; 
but,  by  removing  the  carbonic  particles, 
an  opposite  resmt  is  forwarded.  These 
carbonic  particles  attract  and  fix  the 
moisture,  which  would  otherwise  he 
volatile,  which  would  otherwise  ascend, 
and  thus  they  render  London  damper 
than  it  would  be.  As  it  enters  the  do- 
main of  science,  I  have  brought  this 
point  under  the  notice  of  a  medical 
authority.  Of  all  the  grounds  which 
recommend  the  Bill,  those  which  relate 
to  atmospheric  influence  appear  to  me 
the  strongest.  At  present,  in  November 
and  December  the  most  important  public 
questions  are  reeolved  by  Oabinets  in 
London,  under  conditions  which  must 
often  depress  the  mind  beneath  its  nor- 
mal level,  whether  of  invention,  enter- 
prize,  or  firmness.  But  I  will  not 
pursue  so  large  a  topic  at  this  moment, 
or  one  whidi  noble  Lords  on  either  side 
are  so  well  qualified  for  judging.  My 
Lords,  although,  even  if  the  Bill  was 
negatived  to-day,  I  should  feel  no  doubt 
of  legislation  on  its  principle  eventuaUy 
arriving,  the  result  would  be  in  a  hini 
degree  imfavouraUe  to  its  object.  It 
would  discourage  unexpectedly  and 
harshly  the  current  of  mechanical  in- 
vention which  exists,  and  which  ia  stiU 
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desirable  to  give  perfection  to  the  va- 
rions  contriTances  I  have  referred  to. 
It  wonid  be  taken  as  an  indication  that 
your  Lordahips  are  not  diapoaed  at  any 
time  to  go  beyond  the  statutes  of  Lord 
Palmereton.  It  would  prevent  those 
statutes  from  being  more  rigorously 
executed.  It  would  proclaim  distrust  of 
Local  Bodies  with  the  City  at  the  head 
of  them.  It  would  furnish  Govem- 
ments,  whoever  may  compose,  whoever 
may  direct  them,  with  a  pretext  for 
avoiding  or  abandoning  the  subject  as  a 
h(qpeleiB8  one.  ^Iliere  is  a  further  conse- 
quenoe  to  mention.  At  a  time  whm  the 
name  of  this  House  is  about,  or  has 
begun  already,  to  be  driven  to  and  fro 
between  the  battledores  of  faction,  it 
would  be  said  that  no  social  measure 
can  be  originated  in  it  with  any  prospect 
of  succeeding.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
second  readii^  is  accepted,  there  will  be 
a  guarantee  that  the  House  is  not  in- 
different to  the  welfare  of  the  capital, 
however  slow  to  try  political  experi- 
ments. If  the  second  reading  is  accepted 
there  will  be  a  guarantee  that  the  House 
has  taken  for  its  motto  words  of  which 
I  cannot  find  an  adequate  translation, 
or  else  I  would  not  mention  them  in  the 
original — 

*'Non  fmnum  «e  falgfon,  led  ex  fnmo  dare 
Inoom  oogitat," 

in  order  that  new  triumphs  may  occur 
in  aichiteotural  as  well  ae  sanitary  pro- 
gress. I  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

M^vtd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— Lord  Strsthtdm  and  CampMl.) 

The  Earl  of  DALHOITSIE  said, 
that  the  Government  could  not  accede 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  be- 
cause it  was  still  their  intention,  at  some 
time  or  another,  to  pass  a  Bill  for  the 
Municipal  Government  of  Xx)ndon ;  and 
in  spite  of  what  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Stratheden  and  Campbell)  had  said,  this 
was  a  subject  which  must  be  dealt  with 
by  a  Municipal  OounoU  of  the  whole 
Metropolis.  Moreover,  there  was  no 
i^Lance  of  the  Bill  passing  into  law  at 
that  period  of  the  Session.  He  desired, 
however,  to  give  emphasis  to  the  first 
reason,  as  the  principal  one,  why  the 
(Government  abBtained  inm.  sappovting 
this  measure.  He  must  also  add  Ukat 
^are  did  not  appear  to  be  any  strong 
feeling  in  its  favour  on  the  part  of  tiiose 
most  concerned  in  it. 

l^ord  Siraihtden  Md  OmfMi 


The  Uarqubss  of  SALISBURY  said, 
he  did  not  wish  to  challenge  the  decision 
of  the  Government,  since  it  was  obvious 
that  if  the  Bill  were  to  go  any  further 
the  House  would  have  to  deal  with  it  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  Session.  He 
wished,  however,  to  protest  against  tilie 
remark  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the 
Earl  of  Dfdhouue),  that  they  must  wsit 
for  legislation  in  regard  to  the  govern- 
ment of  London  before  any  of  those  ques- 
tions affecting  ^e  Metropolis  were  taken 
in  hand.  He  Uioi^ht  Uiat  that  was 
a  practical  arrest  of  all  Iwuli^ioii  of 
that  kind  for  a  oonaideTable  time  to 
come. 

E^sL  GBANTILLE  said,  he  thought 
that  this  was  a  matter  in  which  tfa^ 
might  exercise  some  individual  influence. 
Many  of  their  Lordships  were  influential 
members  of  the  committees  of  clubs,  who 
were,  in  his  opinion,  among  the  greatest 
offenders  in  this  respect.  They  were, 
no  doubt,  most  hospitable  institutions; 
but  every  day  they  poured  forth  immense 
volumes  of  smoke,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  surrounding  atmosphere. 
Anothw  new  offender  he  had  noticed 
was  the  great  hotel  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
where,  no  doubt,  without  any  idea  of  the 
oonsequencea,  a  huge  volume  of  smoke 
was  now  poured  out.  All  this  showed 
that  this  was  a  question  by  whitdL  they 
miffht  with  advantage  use  their  iadi^ 
vi£ial  exertions. 

The  Eabl  ov  HABBOWBT  said,  he 
thought  that  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Stratheden  and  Gampbell)  de- 
served very  great  credit  for  this  attempt 
to  deal  wiu  a  great  evil ;  and  he  should 
be  sorry  if  the  Bill  was  dealt  with  by 
their  Lordships  in  a  manner  which 
showed  a  want  of  sympathy  in  the  sub- 
ject. There  was  nothing  more  de- 
pressing to  the  poor  of  the  Metropolis 
than  the  dark  canopy  of  smoke  which 
enveloped  the  town,  and  the  dust  and 
soot  which  covered  everything  in  theoi 
houses,  and  amidst  which  ^ey  lived. 
He  could  only  hope  that  when  the  House 
came  to  detU  witii  the  matter,  they  would 
do  so  in  a  manner  which  showed  thai 
they  were  o(mecioua  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  evil. 

LoBD  MOUNT -TEMPLE  said,  he 
considered  that  the  qnaatioa  was  toe 
large  to  be  dealt  with  by  s  private  Hem* 
ber,  though,  in  ocHnxnon  wsAk  tiie  noUe 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Hemowby), 
he  must  Mknowled^  the  oblig»tion» 
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under  which  they  lay  to  his  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Stratheden  and  Oampbell)  for 
faaTing  called  attention  to  the  subject. 
While  he  (Lord  Mount-Temple)  was  in 
favour  of  some  general  measure  to  apply 
to  the  whole  Metropolis,  it  sfaonla  be 
kept  in  mind  that  the  Local  Authorities 
had  the  best  chance  of  knowing  the 
exact  desires  of  the  district  which  they 
administered-  It  would  be  useful,  there- 
fore, if  they  were  allowed  powers  of 
adapting  a  general  measure  to  the  par- 
ticular wants  of  tbeir  district. 

The  Earl  of  EEDE8DALE  (Ohaie- 
UAN  of  OouuiTTEEs)  said,  that  he  would 
look  with  Tery  great  jealousy  upon  the 
granting  of  these  powers  to  the  Local 
Authontiea.  The  matter  was  one  which 
required  very  great  attention  to  details. 
If  powers  were  g^ven  to  Local  Autho- 
rities, and  if  two  neighbouring  parishes 
were  to  differ,  it  would  lead  to  consider- 
able difflaulties.  Not  only  that,  bat  it 
would  be  objeotionable  to  have  a  set  of 
bye-laws  adopted  one  Vestry  on  the 
subject,  while  no  similar  restriotions 
were  in  force  under  adjacent  Vestries. 
He  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  some  general  scheme,  and  not 
leave  too  much  to  the  Local  Bodies. 
He,  therefore,  hoped  the  matter  would 
be  taken  up  by  the  Government. 

Easl  FOETESCUE  said,  he  deeply 
regretted  that  the  Government  bad 
wished  to  deprive  them  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  recording  their  opinion  on  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  with  which  he  cor- 
dially sympathized ;  and  that  they  must, 
80  to  speak,  hold  their  admiration  of  the 
principle  in  reserve  until  tiie  passing  of 
some  gigantic  scheme  for  subjecting  all 
the  4,000,000  of  people  in  London  to 
one  centralized  authori^. 

LoBB  TBUBO  said,  he  thought  it  was 
due  to  the  noble  Lord  who  had  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  (Lord 
Stratheden  and  Oampbell)  to  acknow- 
ledge the  good  intentions  evinced  in  the 
effort  he  was  maki^  to  deal  with  this 
sobjeot ;  but,  in  his  (Lord  Truro's)  view, 
it  was  just  one  of  those  questions  which 
must  be  dealt  with  rather  by  the  Govern- 
ment than  by  a  private  Member.  He  con- 
sidered, however,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult,  owing  to  the  varying 
structure  of  houses  in  London  and  other 
oironmstanoea,  to  carry  out  legislation  on 
that  subject  with  any  degree  of  uniformity. 

LoBD  8TEATHEDEN  and  OAMP- 
BKLL :  lly  Lords,  I  va  oompelled  to 


make  a  few  remarks  before  this  quesfaon 
is  disposed  of.  It  seems  to  me  ike 
House  can  hardly  be  directed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  this  occasion, 
as  they  have  heard  one  speech  against 
the  Bill  from  the  Treasury  Bench,  and 
anotiier  in  its  favour.  The  speech 
against  it  irom  the  noble  Earl  who  fol- 
lowed me  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousie)  was 
based  a  good  deal  on  an  extraordinary 
statement  that  the  Bill  had  gained  no 
countenance  in  London.  I  feel  entitled 
to  protest  against  that  statement,  having 
already  mentioned  that,  on  the  10th  of 
July,  it  won  the  sanction  of  a  public 
meeting  in  the  City  under  its  first  magis- 
trate, and  I  also  enumerated  other  quar- 
ters where  it  is  approved.  The  noble 
Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  has  not  attempted,  nor  do  I 
believe  he  wished,  to  overUirow  a  single 
proposition  by  which  it  was  maintained, 
that  the  second  reading  ought  to  be 
adopted.  Whatever  ffdls  from  the  noble 
Earl  the  Ohairmau  of  Oomnuttees  de- 
serves and  gains  consideration  from 
your  Lor^hips.  But  there  is  no  ground 
for  apprehending  in  die  Local  Bocues  too 
much  impatience  to  exert  the  discre- 
tionary power  when  they  have  it.  In 
St,  James's  it  is  clear  that  they  are  not 
at  all  disposed  to  use  it.  As  it  is  only 
proposed  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
this  Session,  it  is  not  necessary  to  defend 
it  as  if  it  was  on  the  border  of  the 
Statute  Book.  The  noble  Earl  beneath 
(E&rl  Fortescue),  and  the  noble  liord 
upon  the  left  (Lord  Mount-Temple),  have 
given  it  support  so  perfectly  unanswered, 
that  I  am  bound  to  ask  your  Lordships 
to  dinde  nx>on  it.  I  am  bound  still  more 
by  my  own  language,  in  the  sense  that 
the  defeat  of  such  a  Bill  at  such  a  time 
would  add  something  to  the  elements 
of  obloquy  accumulating  out-of-doors 
against  the  House  and  its  demsionB.  I 
may  incur  defeat ;  but  it  is  better  than 
the  discredit  which  would  justly  fall  upon 
me,  if,  without  a  plea  of  any  kind,  I  with- 
drew a  Bill,  on  which  even  Her  Majesty's 
Govemmwt  are  free  to  vote  according  to 
their  judgment.  I  ask  the  House  at 
once  to  go  to  a  division. 

On  Question  ?  Their  Lordships  divided: 
— Contents  31 ;  Nok-Contents  17 :  Ma- 
jority 14. 

BtMhtd  in  the  mffirmatiei. 

Bill  read  2*  aooordis^. 
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CANAL  BOATS  AOT  (1877)  AMENDUEKT 

BILL.— No.  (198.) 
{The  Lord  Carrington.) 
OOlOaTTEE. 

Oidor  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Oommittee,  read. 

Moved,  "That  thia  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Oommittee  on  the  said 
Bill."— Lord  Carr^tm.) 

Thb  Euil  or  WElfTSS  said,  he 
vished  to  eaj  a  few  words  in  Teference 

to  this  Bill,  which  he  looked  upon,  to 
a  great  extent,  as  a  piece  of  superfluous 
legislation.  The  Canal  Boats  Act  of 
1877  provided  that  boats  whioh  were 
inhabited  during  the  day  or  night  were 
to  be  reckoned  as  dwellings,  and 
treated  accordingly.  They  had  to  be 
registered  by  the  registration  authori- 
ties—namely,  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
having  districts  abutting  on  the  canal 
where  the  boats  plied.  A  ref^stration 
fee  had  to  be  paid,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  the  power  to 
regulate  those  fees,  and  for  the  letter- 
ing, marking,  and  numbering  of  the 
boats,  &e.  The  Local  Government 
Board  had  also  the  power,  under  the 
existing  Act,  to  fix  the  number,  age, 
and  sex  of  the  persons  to  be  allowed  to 
dwell  in  a  oanal  boat,  tlte  power  to 
regulate  the  cubic  space  of  air  and 
ventilation,  the  se|>aration  of  the  sexes, 
the  general  healthiness  and  convenience 
of  accommodation,  and  the  removal  of 
persons  affected  with  infectious  disease, 
and  might  detain  the  boats  for  the  pur- 
poses of  disinfection.  It  was  also  pro- 
vided that  officials  of  registration  or 
Sanitary  Authorities  might  enter  a  oanal 
boat  by  day  for  purposes  of  inspection, 
and  that  a  fine  of  £2  would  be  incurred 
for  obstructing  the  officials  in  their 
examination.  Children  on  registered 
canal  boats  were  brought  under  the 
Elementary  Education  Acts,  and  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  continuous  in- 
struction of  a  child  in  the  several  school 
districts  through  which  the  boat  to 
whioh  he  belonged  snooeesively  passed. 
Their  Lordships,  he  thought,  would  see 
that  these  provisions  were  already  very 
stringent,  stronger  and  more  stringent 
provisions  by  far  than  any  whioh  were 
applied  to  houses  in  a^  towns  on  shore, 
or  in  ships  afloat.  He  contended  that 
tiie  Beport  of  the  Registrar  General  did 
not  bear  out  altogether  the  statements  of 


Mr.  Geoi^  Smith,  of  Coalville,  to  whose 
efforts  this  legislation  waa  due ;  and  he 
ventured  to  think  that  if  any  attempt 
were  made  to  apply  to  working  men's 
houses  in  the  Metropolis,  or  in  any 
other  of  our  large  towns,  the  powers 
given  under  the  Act  of  1877  as  re- 
garded canal  boats,  it  would  not  be  lis- 
tened to  for  a  moment,  and  would  not 
be  sanctioned  by  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  It  appeared  to  him,  there- 
fore, tiiat  it  was  not  desirable  to  extend 
this  kind  of  legislation.  He  desired 
to  point  out  that  the  pcesmt  Bill 
sought  to  draw  tighter  the  restrictions 
placed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
canal  boats  by  the  Act  of  1877.  The 
main  provision  of  the  measure  was 
one  to  which  he  wished  to  draw  their 
Lordships*  particular  attention.  It 
was  to  uie  effect  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  to  appoint  a  special 
staff  of  Inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  work  of  the  Inspectors  of 
the  locid  registration  or  Sanitary  Autiio- 
rities.  He  might  say — he  thought  with 
justice — that  the  Inspector  in  tms  coun- 
try was  becoming  a  public  nuisance. 
Here,  for  example,  it  was  provided  that 
Inspectors  were  to  be  appointed  to  in- 
spect—for what  purpose  ?— Inspectors. 
lUiere  were  already  Inspectors,  sanitaiy 
and  educational,  wo^ng  under  the 
Local  Government  Board ;  and  because 
Mr.  George  Smith,  of  Coalville,  was  not 
satisfied,  it  was  a^ed  that  more  should 
be  appointed.  Speaking  on  this  ques- 
tion of  Inspectors  last  year,  he  had  said 
that  an  Englishman,  instead  of  having 
no  shadow  like  Feter  Sohlemil,  would 
soon  have  two — his  own  shadow  and  the 
shadow  of  the  Government  Inspector; 
but  if  this  Bill  passed  he  would  have 
three — his  own  shadow,  the  Inspector's 
shadow,  and  the  shadow  of  the  In- 
spector's Inspector.  He  thought  this  waa 
a  superfluous  measure,  and  in  it  philan- 
thropists showed  that  their  zeal  outran 
their  discretion.  In  the  case  of  a  philan- 
thropist like  Mr.  George  Smitii,  it  was 
well  that  their  Lordships  should  know 
what  was  before  th«u  in  the  matter  of 
legislation  on  sodal  lines.  Mr.  Smith 
was  not  only  anxious  for  legislation 
dealing  with  oanal  boats,  but  for  travel- 
ling vans  throughout  the  country.  He 
was  also  anxious  that  the  gipsim  should 
become  settled  members  of  society  ;  but 
how  did  he  propose  to  convert  tiiem 
into  Buoh  ?  u  a  Memonnchun  witioh 
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Hr.  Smith  handed  in  to  the  Select  Oom< 
mittee  laat  year,  he  ehowed  how  he 
would  deal  with  the  ^^ee,  and  men- 
tioned his  plana  for  putting  them  under 
State  inspection  in  the  same  way  as  the 
canal  population.    He  said — 

I  would  grant  to  each  (gipsy)  family  of  man, 
wife,  and  two  childnD  four  aorea.  .  .  .  The 
GoTenunentflhouId  grant  small  aaniB  of  money 

to  the  tenuita  by  wsy  of  loan,  at  a  small  in< 
terest,  to  enable  them  to  erect  a  hut,  and  to  pro- 
vide food  for  the  first  year.  I  sboald  think 
£100  for  each  family  woiUd  be  amply  safficient 
to  tide  them  over  the  first  year,  and  to  be  spent 
as  follows : — £30  iat  the  hut,  £40  for  one  year's 
keep.  £17  for  a  little  Welsh  cow,  £3  for  a  pig 
and  fowls,  and  £10  for  tools  and  implemraits.  * 

This  was  the  sort  of  legi^ation  they 
were  threatened  with  from  philan- 
thropists in  these  Socialistio  days ;  and 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that,  in  the 
case  of  all  Bills  of  this  kind,  it  would 
be  well  to  call  them  in  future  "little 
Welsh  cows." 

Lord  CAEEINGTON  said,  he  did 
not  complain  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Eerl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss); 
but  he  must  take  exception  to  one  re- 
mark which  he  had  made.  That  remark 
was  to  the  effect  that  this  Bill  was  super- 
fluous. He  (Lord  Garriogton)  main- 
tained that  it  was  not  superfluous.  If 
the  Act  of  1877  had  been  beneficial  in 
its  efllsct,  it  had  also  been  found  to  hare 
some  defects  as  weU.  Those  defects  were 
remedied  in  the  Bill  now  before  their 
Lordships,  which  consisted  of  additions 
and  explanations.  He  belicTed  it  was 
Clause  4,  dealing  with  the  Inspectors, 
which  the  noble  Earl  opposite  proposed 
to  cut  out  of  the  Bill ;  he  ho^ed  to  be 
able  to  show,  when  they  went  into  Oom- 
mittee,  that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to 
do  so.  He  also  hoped  their  Lordships 
would  support  him. 

IfoUon  agrtei  to :  Hoiue  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

Clauses  1  to  3,  indusire,  agr»$d  to. 

Clause  4  (Inqniriee  and  report  by 

Local  Government  Board). 

Thb  Eabl  of  wemyss,  in  moving 
the  omission  of  the  clause,  said,  it  pro- 

Sised  to  appoint  additional  Inspectors, 
e  thought  they  were  quite  unnecessary, 
and  should,  therefore,  move  its  rejection. 

Movid,  "That  tiie  Clause  be  omitted 
from  the  Bill."— (7%*  Sari  of  Wemyti.) 

LoKD  CABRINOTON,  in  supporting 
the  roteniion  of  the  oUuse,  saidf  that  the 


duty  of  enforcing  the  Act  remained  with 
theLooal  Authorities,  many  of  whom  had 
acted  uncommonly  well.  Th«re  were 
instanoes,  however,  in  which  it  could  not 
be  denied  that  they  bad  rather  failed  in 
their  duty ;  and  the  object  was  that  the 
Inspector,  by  visiting  the  canal  boats  in 
the  different  districts,  should  ascertain 
bow  the  Local  Authorities  were  doing 
their  work. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY  said, 
thai,  in  bis  opinion,  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  were  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
policy  which  had  been  usually  pursued 
by  Parliament  in  legislation  of  this  kind. 
It  was  the  ordinary  practice,  and  a  ne- 
cessary one,  when  they  gave  such  powers 
to  Local  Authorities,  for  the  Central  Au- 
thority to  appoint  Inspectors  to  see  that 
they  did  their  duty  efficiently. 

Earl  FOBTESOUE,  in  supporting 
die  Amendment,  said,  he  considered  so 
many  Inspectors  sapwfluous.  Thqy  did 
not  require  the  agency  of  a  steam-engine 
to  draw  a  cork. 

On  Question,  "  That  the  Clause  stand 
part  of  the  Bill?" 

There  bung  no  Second  Teller  for  tiie 
Not-Gontents, 

Amendment  J^togrttd  to. 

Bemaining  Clauses  i^mJ  to,  with 
Amendments. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Carbisch 
TON,  the  following  new  Clause  tHitrM 
after  Clause  5 : — 

"The  Education  Department  shall  every 
year  report  to  Parliament  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Elemmtary  Edacation  Acts,  1870 
and  1873,  1876  and  1880,  are  enforced  with 
respect  to  children  in  canal  boats,  and  shall  for 
that  purpose  direct  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Schools  to  communicate  with  the  School  Boards 
and  School  Attandance  Oommittees  in  their 
district." 

The  Beport  of  the  Ameadments  to  be 
received  on  I\u»daff  next ;  and  Bill  to  be 
prinUd  as  amended.   (No.  228.) 

CHOLERA  HOSPITAI^  (IRELAND) 

BILL.— (No.  204.) 
(Th»  lord  Ktatu.) 
COHMITTBE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Houae  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Mov*d,  "That  ths  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  BiU."— (1»«  L»d  Ktm*,) 
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Thb  Ea&l  07  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
thought  Cheir  Lordahips  were  entitled  to 
some  ^planatiou  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  Bill,  and  the  souroe  whence 
it  oame.  It  was  hardly  respectful  to 
their  Lordships  to  propose  to  go  into 
Oommittee  npon  the  Bui  without  some 
such  explanation.  He  had  looked  at 
the  Bill,  and  he  found  that  it  was  a 
measure  of  very  oonBiderable  striDgducy 
and  scope,  giving  Sanitary  Authorities 
io  Ireland  power  to  take  posaession  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  cholera 
hospitals,  and  also  providing  for  the  in- 
fliction of  very  severe  penalties  on  per- 
sons interfering  with  the  officers  of  the 
Sanitary  Authorities,  or  persons  deputed 
by  them  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Act.  One  of  the  provisions  was, 
that  any  person  so  interfering  might  be 
snmmarily  convicted  by  two  Justices,  or 
one  stipendiary  magistrate,  and  sentenced 
to  a  term  of  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
six  months,  apparently  without  the  al- 
ternative of  a  fine.  The  Bill  might  be  a 
neoessary  one ;  but  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  some  light  as  to  where  it 
oame  from.  He  knew»  of  course,  that 
it  oame  from  the  House  of  Commons; 
but  he  was  not  aware  who  had  charge 
of  it  there.  They  were  all  the  more 
entitled  to  hear  something  about  it, 
inasmuch  as  the  wording  of  the  Bill  was 
very  remarkable.  Olauee  2  provided 
that  certain  notices  should  foe  posted  on 
the  "  walls  of  the  Union."  What  did 
the  drafter  of  the  Bill  think  a  "  Union  " 
was  ?  Did  he  imagine  it  to  be  a  room, 
or  a  park  ?  Then,  the  last  clause  was 
one  the  meaning  of  which  utterly  puzzled 
him;  for  it  said  that  "when  the  Sani- 
tary Authorities  of  any  Maritime  Union" 
—  what  on  earth  was  a  Maritime 
Union  ?— 

"That  what  tiie  Sanitary  Authorities  of  a 
Maritime  Union  had  been  directed  by  order  of 
the  Local  GoTenunent  Board  to  ezerciae  juria- 
diotioa  for  the  prevention  or  luppression  of 
cholera  over  any  port  vhich  included  portions 
of  any  other  Union  or  Unions,  then  the  words 
'  sanitary  district '  in  this  Act  shall  be  con- 
stroed  to  indnde  such  portions  of  the  lands 
coini>riiod  within  the  limits  of  the  said  port  as 
lie  within  one  mile  of  high-water  mark.'* 

He  fairly  failed  to  oompr^end  what 
this  meant. 

After  a  pause, 

Tbx  MAsanxss  of  BALISBUBT  asked 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  had 
an^  informatum  to  give  the  House  re- 


specting the  BiUP  Had  they  taken 
(marge,  or  in  any  way  made  themselree 
responsible  for  it? 

Eabl  GRANVILLE :  Oertainly  not. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Keane) 
is  in  charge  of  the  Bill.   

The  Marquess  of  WATERFOBD 
said,  that,  while  agreeing  that  some  ex- 
planation was  certainly  required  respect- 
ing the  Bill,  he  thought  it  wonld  be  a 
great  pity  if  it  were  lost.  Cholera  was 
too  evidently  approaching  our  shores, 
and  although  some  Amendments  were 
required,  the  Bill  was  very  useful.  He 
thought  the  House  ought  to  go  into 
Committee,  and  consider  the  clauses. 

After  a  further  pause. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY 
said,  he  was  surprised  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Oovemment  had  expressed  no 
opinion  with  reference  to  the  mea- 
sure. The  matter  was  one  in  regard 
to  which  they  were  entitled  to  ask 
for  their  advice.  He,  also,  should 
be  sorry  if  it  were  lost,  and  once  more 
invited  the  opinion  of  ^le  GoTemment 
upon  it. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  said,  that  as  his 
noble  Friend  the  Lord  President  of  the 

Council  (Lord  Carlingford)  was  unavoid- 
ably absent,  and  as  he  (Earl  GhranviUe) 
was  not  present  when  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced, it  would,  perhaps,  be  better 
to  go  into  Committee,  and  then,  if 
thought  desirable,  report  Progress  upon 
the  Bill,  in  order  to  afibrd  noble  Lords 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity for  forming  a  judgment  mtn.  re- 
gard to  the  measure. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  that  he 
had  carefully  considered  the  Bill,  and 
had  given  Notice  of  several  Amendments 
in  it  with  the  view  of  making  it  safe, 
and  of  preventing  it  from  being  abused. 
If  those  Amendments  were  inserted, 
he  believed  they  would  carry  out  that 
;  purpose.  The  Bill  provided  for  a  pass- 
ing emergency,  being  intended  to  be  in 
op^tion  only  till  }£b,^  I,  1886;  and  it 
was  almost  identical  with  one  tiiat  had 
been  passed  last  year  for  a  temporary 
purpose.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  simply 
a  renewal  of  that  measure.  It  would 
enable  the  inhabitants  of  a  district,  on 
the  certificate  of  the  medical  officers  of 
the  Union  of  the  existence  of  Indian 
cholera  in  the  district,  to  take  inmiediate 
steps  for  the  erection  of  a  cholera  hos- 
pital in  the  district.   He  zeoonunended 
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the  House  to  go  into  Committee  upon 
the  BiU. 

Thk  Kart.  of  MILLTOWN  said,  that, 
in  view  of  the  announcement  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Fitzgerald),  he  would  not  persist  in  his 
opposition  to  the  Bill.  He  must,  how- 
ever, at  the  same  time,  protest  against 
Her  lifues^s  GovemmeDt  taking  no 
part  in  me  deoieion  of  the  question. 

Motion  offTMd  to  ;  Honse  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

Thb  EutL  OF  MILLTOWN  said,  that 
the  author  of  the  BiU  in  tlw  other  House 
might  have  supplied  a  translation  of  the 
phrases  used. 

Amendments  made:  The  Beport  there- 
of to  foe  received  on  Monday  next ;  and 
Bill  to  be  as  amended.  (No.  229.) 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (CORRUPT 
ASX>  ILLEGAL  PRACTICES)  BILL. 
( Th«  £arl  JTortUnti.) 
(ho.  212.)    SBOOND  TXiXtmH. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Thb  Eabl  or  NOBTHBBOOE,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  that  its  object  was 
to  extend,  in  the  main,  the  principle  of 
the  Act  passed  last  year  dealing  with 
corrupt  practices  at  Parliamentary  elec- 
tions, not  only  to  municipal  elections 
proper,  but  elections  for  Boards  of 
Guardians,  Local  Government  Boards, 
Town  Improvement  Commissioners,  and 
School  Boards.  It  was  a  purely  English 
measure,  applyingtoneither  Scotland  nor 
Ireland.  It  was  to  provide  against  illegal 
practices  and  illegal  payments.  The 
Bill  had  been  before  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Law  in  the  other  House,  and 
had  passed  through  that  House  with 
very  general  assent,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  it  would  prevent  corrupt  practioee 
at  elections.  He  moved  the  second 
reading. 

Moved,  "That  the  BiU  be  now  read  2'." 
—(The  Earl  of  Northbrook.) 

Thb  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
felt  great  regret  and  surprise  that  Ire- 
land had  bem  omitted  from  the  BiU. 
Why  that  had  been  done  perhaps  the 
noble  Earl,  or  somo  of  his  Colleagues, 
would  e^lain,  as  Lwland  was  included 
in  the  BiU  up  to  the  last  moment,^  and, 
indeed,  paaaed  through  tiie  Staioding 


Committee  with  "Ireland"  in  it.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  were  any  cor- 
rupt practices  at  Irish  elections ;  but 
there  certainly  was  terrorism,  and  that 
might  be  the  reason  why  some  Members 
in  the  other  House  objected  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  BiU  to  Ireland.  He 
asked,  why  had  Ireland  been  omitted? 
Unless  a  satisfactory  reason  were  given 
for  it,  he  should  move  to  re-insert  the 
word  "Ireland." 

Thb  Eabl  or  NOBTHBBOOE  aaid, 
his  answer  to  the  question  was  a  very 
simple  one.  It  was,  that  great  objec- 
tion was  taken  by  Iriih  Membwa  to  the 
BiU  being  appUed  to  Lsland,  and  that 
the  objeoiaon  was  of  such  a  nature  that, 
if  Irehud  had  not  been  excepted,  the 
BiU  would  probably  not  have  been 
passed  this  Session,  and  it  was  thought 
better  to  retun  it  so  far  as  it  related  to 
England. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBUBT 
said,  he  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
limitation  of  expense  as  fixed  in  the 
BiU  was  placed  at  a  very  low  figure, 
and  he  had  heard  complaints  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  work  the  scheme. 
Although  it  might  suffice  in  some  places, 
it  would  be  found,  on  inquiry,  utterly 
insufficient  in  others.  He  thought  that 
was  a  point  which  ought  to  be  careftilly 
considered^  more  especiaUy  as  the  figures 
now  in  the  BiU  were  not  those  which 
were  in  it  when  it  first  appeared.  He 
desired  also  to  suggest  the  BUI  should 
be  made  unifiarm  as  to  duration  with  the 
Act  of  last  year.  That  Act  was  limited 
to  a  certain  period,  whereas  this  BiU 
was  permanent. 

Thb  Eael  op  LONGFORD  agreed 
with  the  nobleEarl(theEarlof  Milltown) 
that  the  BiU  might  properly  be  applied  to 
Ireland.  Practices  amounting  to  terror- 
ism were  resorted  to  there,  to  deter  in- 
tending candidates  from  coming  for- 
ward, so  that  apparently  there  were  few 
ocmteists. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  BiU  read  2*  accord- 
inglvjand  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

TRADE  AND  OOMMERCK  —  GOMMKR. 
dAL  AaBEEHBNTS  WITH  FOREiaX 
COUNTRIES. 

QHBSnOV.  OBSIBTAXIOira. 

Thx  Eabl  OF  HABBOWBT,  in  rising 
to  oak  the  Seoretaij  of  State  for  Foreign 
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Affairs,  What  is  the  present  position  of 
the  negotiations  with  tipain,  Turkey,  and 
Japan  for  fresh  oommerctal  agreements, 
which  were  mentioned  in  Her  Hajesl^'s 
Host  Gracious  Speeoh  from  the  Throne  ? 
said,  he  should  not  have  thought  of 
raising  this  question  at  a  time  when  his 
noble  Friend  must  be  orerwhelmed  with 
a  very  important  work,  bat  for  the 
urgent  necessity  of  the  case.  He  hoped 
his  noble  Friend,  if  not  then,  would,  at 
all  events,  soon  be  able  to  give  them  the 
information  he  asked  for.  It  was  ^ev- 
oualy  needed  by  many  persons  of  influ- 
ence and  consideration  in  the  country. 
He  would  onl^  say  that,  from  his  long 
oonneolioa  with  ^ese  matters  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  he  watched  them 
with  great  interest  and  anxiety,  and  also 
any  announoements  with  respect  to  oom- 
mercial  affairs.  Unfortunately,  as  he 
had  heard  from  all  quarters,  the  state  of 
their  commerce  was  such  as  to  cause  the 
greatest  anxiety  among  men  of  the 
greatest  enerience ;  and  he  thought  they 
were  bound  to  take  every  opportunity  of 
impressing  on  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment the  great  desirability  of  doing 
everything  that  was  possible  to  push  on 
whatever  negotiations  they  might  be  en- 
gaged in  with  foreign  countries  in  regard 
to  new  tariffs  and  other  similar  matters, 
to  o^n  up  fresh  outlets  for  commerce. 
Diinng  his  absence  abroad  for  the  bene- 
fit of  bis  health,  he  saw  with  the  greatest 
possible  satisfaction  that  the  GoTermnent 
had  announced  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
that  they  were  proceeding  to  take  steps 
with  regard  to  Spain,  Turkey,  and 
Japan,  with  the  object  of  securing  en- 
larged commercial  intercourse  with  those 
countries.  From  his  connection  with 
Liverpool  and  other  circumstances,  he 
knew  that  commercial  circles  were  largely 
interested  in  the  countries  mentioned  in 
the  question,  especially  with  Spain.  In 
trade  matters,  Turkey  had  always  been 
more  liberal  in  her  treatment  than  al- 
most any  other  country  in  Europe ;  and 
he  hoped  the  noble  Earl  would  be  able 
to  assure  them  that,  if  they  did  not  get 
better  treatment,  they  should,  at  all 
events,  fare  as  well  in  the  future  as  they 
had  done  in  the  past.  As  to  Japan,  he 
would  point  out  that  the  tendency  of  the 
whole  people  was  for  larger  and  more 
extfflided  commercial  intercourse  with 
Europe.  Before  sitting  down,  he  could 
not  help  remarking  that  the  prolonged 
depression  of  trade  in  this  oonntiy  had 

Th»  Sari  of  Bamteh^ 


not,  up  to  the  present,  shown  any  satis* 
factory  signs  of  righting  itself;  and  to 
whatever  commercial  authority  they  ad- 
dressed themselves  they  would  find  that 
they  all  s^ke  with  great  alarm  of  the  want 
of  ^astioity  and  the  want  of  power  of  re- 
covery which  almost  every  trade  in  the 
country  showed.  Formerly  periods  of 
depression  were  succeeded  by  periods  of 
pro^erity ;  but  the  outlook  now  was  as 
depressing  as  ever.  When  they  spoke 
of  commercial  depression,  they  some- 
times forgot  what  a  terrible  meaning 
those  words  had  for  the  working  popu- 
lation. Th^  saw  something  to-^y  in 
^e  Bankruptqr  Betums  and  something 
in  the  number  of  nnused  houses;  they 
also  saw  a  diminishing  demand  am<mg 
the  population  for  fresh  meat.  This, 
again,  re-acted  on  the  price  of  stock, 
butchers  being  unable  to  dispose  of  so 
much  as  they  used.  He  had  recently 
visited  a  leading  county  town,  and,  on 
asking  how  the  farmers  in  the  district 
were  getting  on,  he  had  been  told  that 
they  were  doing  very  badly,  because 
there  was  no  active  demand  for  stock. 
One  butcher  in  the  town,  who  had  for- 
merly killed  14  sheep  a-week,  now  killed 
only  10 ;  and  he  (the  Earl  of  Harrowby) 
thought  that  was  a  proof  that  workiu; 

Eeople  could  not  afford  to  buy  so  mu(^ 
utcher's  meat  as  formerly  on  account 
of  the  depression  of  trade.  He  trusted 
the  noble  Earl  would  be  able  to  supply 
a  satisfactory  answw  to  his  Question^ 
and  to  assure  them  that  these  Treaties, 
which  promised  to  give  increased  open- 
ings to  our  commerce,  were,  if  not  con- 
cluded, at  any  rate  in  afoir  way  of  being 

concluded.   

Eael  GEANVILLE  :  My  Lords,  I 
am  aware  that  my  noble  Friend  and 
Belative  (the  Earl  of  Harrowby)  has, 
for  many  years,  taken  a  great  interest 
in  all  commercial  questions ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  not  surprised  that  he  has  put 
this  Question  to  me,  which  relates  to 
three  very  important  points.  With  re- 
gard to  Japan,  our  new  Minister  has  been 
for  some  time  there,  and  he  has  been 
constantly  in  communication  with  the 
Japanese  Government  on  commercial 
matters ;  but  this  simply  illustrates  what 
I  motioned  before— that  the  revision 
of  the  Treaties  have  not  been  begun  yet 
in  consequence  of  some  of  the  European 
Be^resentatives  not  having  received 
their  instructions.  With  regard  to 
Spain,  Her  Majesty's  Government  attach 
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the  greatest  importance  to  the  Protocol 
signed  by  the  Spanish  Minister  and  the 
English  Bepresentative  in  December  of 
last  year.  The  reasons  why  we  deferred 
that  Protocol  are  stated  in  a  Parliament 
tary  Paper  which  has  been  presented  to 
the  House.  They  are  shortly  these — 
It  was  found,  in  April  lost,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  then  coming  elections 
the  Sitting  of  the  Oortes  would  be  so 
short  that  it  would  he  impossible  for 
the  Spanish  Government  to  press  upon 
the  Cortes  the  consideration  of  a  ques- 
tion of  that  sort ;  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, quite  necessary  to  defer  to  the 
December  Session  both  the  question 
of  the  English  Protocol  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Treaties  and  Oonventions 
which  had  been  signed  by  the  Spanish 
Government  and  by  other  European 
Powers.  That  being  the  case,  it  was 
impossible  for  Her  Majesty's  Govern, 
ment  to  make  a  corresponding  proposal 
to  Parliament  in  regard  to  that  Protocol, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  postpone  it  till 
next  Session.  It  can  only  then  be  done 
if  the  Oortes  approve  of  the  Protocol. 
Our  Minister  in  Spain  is  still  in  com- 
munication with  the  Spanish  Gkn-em- 
ment  on  the  subject,  and  he  is  under 
instmctioQS  to  press  it  on  most  urgently. 
With  regard  to  Turkey,  the  position  is 
somewhat  different.  Delegates  have 
been  appointed,  and  they  are  at  this 
moment  considering  the  new  Tariff; 
but  they  have  not  yet  arrived  at  a  con- 
clusion which  will  enable  me  to  state 
anything  to  the  House.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  one  word  on  the  general  subject 
of  depression  which  the  noble  Earl  has 
introduced,  or  as  to  the  character,  the 
causes,  or  even  the  extent  of  it;  but 
what  I  feel  perfectly  certain  about  is 
that,  botii  with  regard  to  agricultural 
depression  and  as  to  the  question  of 
prices  as  th^  affect  our  industrial  popu- 
lation, we  are  certainly  not  in  a  worse, 
and  I  believe  we  are  in  a  better,  posi- 
tion than  any  other  country  in  the 
world. 

Thb  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  said,  the 
expectations  which  had  been  raised  by 
the  Liberal  Party,  prior  to  their  coming 
into  power  in  1880,  with  respect  to  a 
return  of  commercial  prosperity,  had 
not  been  realized.  At  the  last  General 
Election,  he  remembered  having  seen  a 
plaofurd  at  Oxford  with  these  words — 
"  Vote  for  Harooart,  Ohitty,  and  F»b- 
perity." 


Eabl  GRANVILLE :  I  cannot  an. 
Bwer  for  all  the  election  placards  pat  np 
in  different  boroughs  by  reqieotive  can- 
didatea. 

BURGH  FOUOE  AND  HEALTH  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL.— QUESTION. 

In  reply  to  the  Marquess  of  Lothian, 
Thb  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE  said, 
there  was  no  chance  of  the  Bill  reaching 
their  Lordships'  House.  In  fact,  he 
believed  its  withdrawal  had  been  an- 
nounced "  elsewhere." 

RoosG  adjoomed  at  a  quarter  before 
Seren  o'dook,  tiU  To>moiTov, 
a  qnuter  past  Ten  o'olook. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 
7%vr»iaj/,  ZUt  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— BsLBCi  Ooicmittbb  —  Rtport— 
Education,  Science,  and  Art  Aduunistaw&m 

[No.  312]. 

Supply — 6emidtredin(hMmitt««—CvviLBwnm 
E8TIK1.TBB — Clash  III. — Law  Aiiit  Jcsticb — 
Votes  20,  23,  34,  26,  and  38. 
Rttolutiont  [July  30]  reported. 

Public  Bills— ^Mmtf  Reading— East  Indian 
Uaclaimed  Stooka  [2691. 

Jieport  of  Seket  OhmmiMm— Ulster  Oan&l  and 
Tyrone  Navigation.* 

Committee  —  Report  —  Bevraine,  fto.  [SOO]  ; 
Cholera,  &c.  Protection  [303]. 

Considered  ae  amended— Third  Reading — Pablio 
Health  (Ireland)  (Districts}*  [811];  Crimi- 
nal Lnnatiea  [306] ;  Infante  [808],  and 
paeud. 

Withdrawn — Crown  Lands  *  [991 ;  Royal  Ooorta 
of  Justice*  [139];  Burgh Tdice  and  Health 
(S  Gotland)  {re-oomm)  *  [396]. 

QUEBTIONS. 


ROYAL  IRISH  C0NSTABULAET~6E&. 
GEAKT  OOKBETT. 

Ma.  BIGOAB  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Zf  it  is  true  that  Sereeant  Oorbett,  of 
Stradbally,  is  in  the  hahit  of  firing  shots 
out  of  the  harra(A  door  and  on  the 
barrack  premises,  killing  birds  and 
crows,  the  barrack  being  beside  the 
public  street,  or  if  it  is  a  breach  of  the 
regulations  to  have  a  gun  other  than  the 
one  served  out  to  him ;  and,  whether  the 
sergeant  has  an  axciie  lioenoe  7  . 
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Me.  TEEVELTAN  :  The  Diatriot  In- 
spector reports  that  Sergeant  Oorbett  is 
not  in  the  habit  of  firing  shots  as  stated. 
But  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  JoIt 
he  fired  two  shots  with,  a  borrowed  fowl- 
ing ^iece,  at  the  back  of  the  barrack 
premises,  for  the  purpose  of  frightening 
away  birds  which  wrae  injuring  crops  in 
tlie  garden.  He  was  more  Uion  60  feet 
from  the  public  street  at  the  time.  The 
sergeant  has  not  an  Excise  licence,  nor 
was  one  required,  as  he  had  the  gun 
within  the  curtilage  oi  the  banack. 

INDIA  (UADRAS)— THE  LAND  QUES- 
TION IN  MALABAB. 

Mb.  BIOGAE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  be  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  com- 
pilots  of  certain  t^ants  in  the  district 
of  Midabar  that  th^  are  being  evicted 
ftam  their  holdinn  for  giving  evidence 
before  the  Speoiu  Commissioner,  Mr. 
Logan,  against  their  landkn^s;  and, 
whether  afiiurs  in  that  pronnce  are  not 
in  a  most  critical  state  ? 

M&.  J.  K.  CBOSS :  The  GoTemment 
of  Madras  deputed,  in  1881,  a  Special 
Oommissioner  to  inquire  into  the  Land 
Question  in  Malabar,  which,  &om  the 
complexity  of  the  tenures,  the  density  of 
the  population,  and  the  keen  competi- 
tion for  land,  IS  a  difficult  one.  They 
are  now  considering  Mr.  Logan's  Beport ; 
and,  pending  a  decision,  they  hAve 
appealed  to  the  loyalty  and  good  sense 
of  all  classes  to  disturb  as  little  as  pos- 
sible the  existing  state  of  the  relations 
between  alt  parties  interested  in  the 
Boil. 

INDIA   (MADRAS)-POKEST  LEGISLA- 
TION—ACT fi,  1882. 

Mr.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  attention 
will  be  paid  to  the  increasing  number  of 
complaints  of  ryots  at  the  vexatious 
nature  of  the  recent  legislation  inMadras, 
Act  5,  of  1882,  Forests;  and,  whether  it 
ia  true  that  section  S6  declares  that  all 
wood  timber,  produce,  &c.,  &c.,  shall  be 
presumed  to  be  Government's,  and  that, 
m  consequence,  such  enormous  powers 
are  plaoed  in  the  hands  oi  low  paid  ofiL- 
oiais,  that  most  serious  discontent  is 
spreading  over  the  Madras  FMsident^  ? 

Mb.  J.  K.  OBOSS :  Aot  5  of  1882  did 
not  come  into  force  until  the  Ist  of 
January,  1883,  and  no  B^tort  on  its 


working  has  yet  reached  this  country. 
Neither  have  any  complaints  been  re- 
ceived, so  far  as  is  known,  of  the  vexa- 
tious nature  of  its  clauses.  Section  56 
provides  that  when  a  question  arises 
under  the  Act  whether  forest  produce  is 
the  property  of  Government,  such  pro- 
duce sh^  be  presumed  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government  till  the  contrary 
IB  proved.  The  powers  reserved  to  the 
District  Forest  Officers  are,  in  many 
instances,  not  capable  of  being  delegated 
to  sulxnrdinates ;  and,  in  any  case,  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  **  enormous 
powers  are  plaoed  m  the  hands  of  low- 
paid  officials,"  or  that  serious  diaooutctnt 
baa  arism  therefrom. 

POOB  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECnOK  OF 
OUAHDIANS,  OAKLOW  UNION. 
Mb.  GBAT  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  K  he 
is  aware  that  tiiere  were  twelve  contested 
divisions  at  the  late  election  of  Poor  Law 
Guardians  for  the  Carlow  Union ;  were 
die  Nationalist  Guardians  defeated  in 
eight  of  them ;  were  the  elections  of 
three  of  these  eight  set  aside,  on  the 

r und  that  the  returning  officer  (Mr. 
L.  Jameson),  who  is  also  clerk  of  the 
Union  and  sub-sheriff  of  the  county,  re- 
oaved  informal  claims  to  vote,  and 
allowed  votes  thereon  to  the  Oonserva- 
tive  candidates ;  is  it  a  foot  that  in  the 
odier  five  divisions  investigations  have 
been  made  and  numraons  similar  in- 
formal and  improper  claims  discovered 
as  having  been  received  by  the  same 
returning  officer,  and  votes  improperly 
allowed  by  him  on  said  claims  for  the 
Oonservative  candidates ;  if  these  matters 
were  brought  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  by  resolutions  and  state- 
ments of  the  Carlow  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  by  petitions  of  the  defeated  candi- 
dates several  weeks  ago,  and  has  any 
answer  since  been  given  by  the  Board, 
and  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  \  will 
the  defective  claims  be  permitted  to  be 
amended  before  the  new  elections ;  if 
the  said  Local  Government  Board,  in 
the  case  of  the  Bathanna  Division  of  the 
above  Union,  received  two  resolutions  of 
the  Guardians  calling  for  a  sworn  invee- 
ti^tion  on  numerous  grounds ;  did  the 
B(wrd  disallow  eight  votes  reo(»ded  for 
the  Conservative  candidate  (his  maj(»itj 
bfflng  nine),  but  refuse  to  grant  the 
sworn  investigation,  aUhongh  uie  Guar- 
dians by  resolutions  objected  tp  over 
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20  more  Totes  that  were  counted  for  the 
successful  candidate ;  did  the  Guardiaos 
of  the  Carlow  Union,  by  resolution  of 
the  2€th  of  June,  call  on  the  Looal 
Cktrernment  Board  to  discontinue  Mr. 
Jameson  as  such  returning  officer,  as 
they  had  no  oonfidence  in  him  ;  did  the 
people  of  the  county  of  Carlow  (in  public 
meeting  assembled)  protest  against  the 
conduct  of  Mr,  Jameson,  and  have  copies 
of  such,  resolutions  been  sent  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  has  the  Board 
taken  any,  and  what,  steps  in  the  matter ; 
and,  will  the  Board  continue  Hr.  Jameson 
as  clerk  of  the  Carlow  Union,  he  being 
Bub-sheriff  of  the  county  ? 

Me.  TEBVELYAN  :  The  Local  Qo- 
Temment  Board  inform  me  that  12 
elections  were  contested  in  the  Carlow 
Union  ;  but  they  have  no  renord  of  the 
politics  of  the  candidates.  The  returns 
in  three  districts  were  set  aside,  on  the 
ground  that  the  persons  returned  did 
not  obtain  a  majority  of  valid  votes — 
some  votes  having  been  allowed  in  re- 
spect of  informal  claims.  Statements  of 
objections  to  the  validi^  of  elections 
have  also  been  received  with  regard  to 
sereral  other  districts  ;  and  the  Local 
GoTemment  Board,  having  obtained  the 
explanation  of  the  Eeturniog  Officer, 
have  communicated  with  the  Guardians, 
and  await  any  further  observalions  they 
may  wish  to  offer.  It  is  competent  to 
hare  the  defeotiTe  statements  of  olaim 
amended,  so  that  thoy  will  contain  all 
the  particulars  required,  and  thus  be 
available  at  subsequent  elections.  In 
the  Rathanna  Division,  which  is  named 
in  the  Question,  the  Board  disallowed 
eight  votes  which  were  given  on  invalid 
claims  ;  but  the  disallowance  of  these 
votes  does  not  afFect  the  result  of  the 
election.  The  Local  Government  Board 
have  communicated  to  the  Guardians 
their  views  respecting  each  of  the  other 
cases  to  which  objection  was  raised,  and 
have  stated  that  from  the  information 
then  before  them  they  were  not  prepared 
to  accede  to  the  request  for  a  sworn 
inquiry.  The  Board  hare  received  ap- 
plioatiotts  for  the  discontinuance  of  Mr. 
Jameson  as  Betuming  Officer ;  and  have 
informed  the  applicants  that  they  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  comply  with  that  pro- 
|>osaI.  There  is  nothmg  to  show  par- 
tiality towards  any  particular  candidate 
on  the  part  of  the  Ketuming  Officer ; 
and  the  errors  he  committed  were  made 
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apparently  in  ignorance  of  the  law. 
They  have  been  pointed  out  to  him,  and 
he  has  been  warned  that  he  will  be  held 
strictly  responsible  for  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. 

Me.  ABTHUE  O'CONNOR :  May  I 
ask  if  that  is  the  first  occasion  on  which 
there  was  a  complaint  agoing  this  Re- 
turning Officer  ? 

Ms.  TBETELYAN:  I  am  not  ready 
to  state  at  this  moment. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS 
(IRELAND)  — TEELIN  PIER, 
CO.  DONEGAL. 

Me.  HEALY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  the  so-called 
"soft"  foundation,  for  20  feet  in  front 
of  Teelin  Pier,  county  Donegal,  is  not 
the  same  or  nearly  the  same  nature  as 
that  upon  which  the  pier  has  been  built; 
whether  the  20  feet  which  has  been  cut 
oflF  from  the  most  important  part  of  the 
pier-head  was  not  part  of  the  work  con- 
tracted for  with  the  contractor,  and  paid 
for  as  if  same  had  been  duly  executed; 
whether  the  nature  of  the  foundations, 
upon  which  the  Board  of  "Works  were 
going  to  erect  so  important  and  expen- 
sive a  structure,  were  correctly  ascer- 
tained in  the  first  instance,  and  not  when 
too  late ;  whether  a  strong  representa- 
tion  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Donegal, 
at  this  Assizes,  protesting  against  the 
mismanagement  and  waste,  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  upon  numerous  fishery  piers 
around  that  county,  and  complaining  of 
the  ruinous  state  of  some  of  the  very 
newest  piers  on  the  Coast,  and  calling 
for  an  investigation ;  and,  whether  the 
supervision  of  these  important  works  at 
Teelin  was  left  to  a  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced man,  son  of  a  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  whether 
his  name  and  previous  qualifications  will 
be  given  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY:  It  is  not  the  fact 
that  the  completed  part  of  Teelin  Pier 
rests  on  a  soft  foundation,  nearly  the 
same  as  that  which  had  to  be  abandoned, 
as  the  former  is  built  on  rock  or  other 
hard  material.  The  20  feet  length  cut 
off  was  originally  contracted  for ;  but  as 
it  appeared  that  the  contractor  was  en- 
titled to  extra  ]payment  for  unforeseen 
work,  no  deduction  was  made  from  the 
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total  amount  paid  him.  No  doubt,  it 
was  unfortunate  that  the  existenoe  of 
this  soft  bed  was  not  discovered  at  first ; 
bat  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
arrangements  for  this  pier  were  not 
made  by  the  Board  of  Works,  but  by 
the  special  Belief  Oommittee  of  1880, 
and  so  were  probably  more  hurried  than 
they  would  otherwise  hare  been.  The 
county  surveyor  of  Donegal  has  com- 
plained of  the  condition  of  four  piers  in 
that  county,  though  nothing  has  yet 
reached  the  Lord  lieutenant  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  a  special  inquiry  will  be  made 
into  the  matter ;  but  I  must  observe  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Qrand  Jury  to  main- 
tain these  piers,  and  the  Board  of 
Works  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
Olerk  of  the  Works  at  Teelin  was  named 
Latimer;  he  is  a  regularly  trained  en- 
gineer  and  member  of  the  Irish  In- 
stitute of  Civil  Engineers,  besides  which 
he  had  three  ^ars*  practical  experience 
before  he  was  employed  by  the  Board. 
I  am  told  he  is  the  eon  of  a  clerk  in  the 
Board  of  Works. 

Gbhbral  Sia  GEOEGE  BALFOUE 
suggested  that  the  Treasury  should 
<nder  an  altt^ether  independent  inqniiy 
into  the  matter. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  that  he  could  not 
catch  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Oourtney) 
had  just  said ;  but  he  woidd  ask  if  the 
Government  would  kindly  send  some 
gentlemen  from  England  who  would  be 
ooinpetent  to  find  out  whether  the  Board 
of  Works  hod  done  the  vork  satisfac- 
torily or  not  ? 

Ma.  COURTNEY  said,  he  waa  not 
prepared  to  take  that  step;  but  he 
would  take  care  that  a  full  imjuiry  was 
made. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  would  renew 
this  subject  on  the  Vote. 

POST  OFFICE  (SCOTLAND)  — lEREGU- 
LARITEES  IN  SOUTH  UIST. 

Mb.  DICK-PEDDIE  (for  Mr.  Frabeb- 
UAOEntTOBH)  asked  the  Fostmaster^Gene- 
ral,  Whether,  in  reference  to  the  grave 
irregularities  in  certain  Post  Offices  in 
South  Uist,  recently  brought  to  his  no- 
tice, and  made  the  subject  of  Question 
in  this  House,  it  is  the  fact  that  William 
Meams,  Sub-Postmaster  of  Loch  Bois- 
dale  Pier,  one  of  the  persons  implicated, 
was  formerly  a  domestic  in  the  service 
of  the  proprietors  of  South  TJist ;  and, 
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whether,  in  view  of  the  Eeport  (page  65) 
of  the  Crofters'  Oommiesioners — 

"  In  the  remoter  parts  of  the  Highlands  and 
IslaodB  it  is  considered  apecially  desirable  that, 
in  the  nomination  of  Po8tma«terfl  and  tele- 
graphio  officiale,  persons  be  selected  who  are 
altogether  independcmt  of  local  or  political  aatho- 
rity  or  influence," 

he  will  take  care,  in  future  appoint- 
ments in  these  lo^tiM,  that  discrimi- 
nation be  exercised  on  the  lines  indicated 

in  the  Eeport  ?  

Mr.  FAWCETT,  in  reply,  said,  he 
was  not  aware  whether  the  Sub-Post- 
master to  whom  his  hon.  Friend  referred 
was  formerly  in  the  service  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  South  Uist.  He  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  recommendation  of  the 
surveyor  that  he  was  the  most  suitable 
person  in  the  locality.  He  thought  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
the  suggestion  of  the  Crofters'  Commis- 
sion ;  Deoause  if  no  one  in  the  locality 
could  be  appointed  to  these  offices,  it 
would  be  necessary  largely  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  offices,  in  order  to 
induce  persons  to  come  from  a  distance 
to  hold  them.  Moreover,  he  bought  it 
would  hardly  be  just  to  act  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  no  one  in  the  locality  waa 
fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  chai^  of  a 
Post  Office.  He  mieht  add  that  in 
7^  Pott  Office  Cireuhr  of  that  week 
a  special  notice  had  been  issued  to 
Postmasters  and  Sub-Fostmastera  in 
Scotland  which  would,  he  hoped,  pre- 
vent any  further  irregularitieB  of  the 
kind  alluded  to. 

IRISH  LAND  COUHISSION  —  LAND 
VALUATION— COUNTIES  CAVAN  AND 
LEITRIM. 

Mr.  BIGGAE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  Bell,  the 
Court  Valuer  to  the  County  Court  Judge 
for  Oavan  and  Leitrim,  gave  a  report  as 
to  the  value  of  land  in  Nedd,  near 
KiUeshandra,  county  Cavan,  also  in 
Annagh,  Onrr^haboy,  Corglaas,  and 
Dumhriok  townlands,  parish  of  Carri- 
gallen,  county  Leitrim,  without  having 
gone  on  the  farms;  and,  if  so,  wiU  he 
appoint  a  more  careful  valuer  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN:  Mr.  Bell  em- 
phatically denies  that  he  gave  reports 
of  such  rainations  without  visiting  the 
lands. 
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CBiaE  AND  OTTTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
MAIMING  HORSES  — CARBICKIU- 
CROSS  PRESENTMENT  SESSIONS. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  fhe  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  action  of  the  Monaglen  Grand 
Jiuy  in  granting  £50  compensation  to 
Messrs.  Tenison  and  Porter  for  alleged 
malicious  injury  to  horses,  although 
the  presentment  had  been  rejected  as 
bogos  by  the  oesspayere,  and  the 
]^uce,  according  to  The  Btffait  Mom- 
tng  Ntwa  of  10th  instant,  made  the  fol- 
lowing depositions,  showing  that  the  in- 
juries had  been  deliberately  inflicted  on 
the  animals  by  the  Emergency  men, 
Ndson  and  Weir,  paid  by  the  UuLdlords 
to  take  care  of  them : — 

*'  Seiseant  M'DonneU  stated  thai  be  wu  sU- 
tioned  at  OarrickmacrosB,  and  no  complaint  had 
1ie«i  made  to  him  by  either  Nelson  or  Weir  up 
to  the  7th  Jaouary.  He  had  gone  to  every 
perms  vho  could  throw ,  any  li^ht  on  the 
satiject,  and,  up  to  the  present  time,  he  had 
never  met  a  man  vbo  could  corroborate  the 
statements  made  by  Nelson  and  Wmr.  He  had 
deposed,  at  the  Preeentment  Sessions  at  Carrick- 
macross,  that  he  believed  this  oatrage  had  been 
committed  by  the  wife  of  Nelson,  and  he  still 
held  tiiat  opinion.  Mrs.  Nelson  seemed  to  be 
the  prime  mover  in  the  whole  matter : 

**  Constable  Fairell  corroborated,  and  added 
that  he  beUeved  the  statements  of  Nelson  and 
"Weir  to  be  a  fabrication,  and  their  statements 
were  conflicting.  He  was  farther  of  opinion 
that  there  was  collusion  between  Nelson  and 
Weir  with  regard  to  the  stabbing  of  these 
horses: 

"  Sergeant  Timothy  Kerry  corroborated ;  " 

"will  the  Gtovemment  assist  the  ratepayers 
to  get  the  presentment  traversed  before 
Assize  Judge ;  and,  can  he  hold  out 
any  hope  that  the  Law  will  be  so 
amended  as  to  place  the  taxes  of  the 
people  beyond  the  control  of  irrespon- 
sible  magistrates? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN:  This  outrage 
was  not  considered  by  the  police  to  be 
of  an  agrarian  character,  and  it  was  not 
recorded  as  such ;  but  that  niroumstance 
did  not  preclude  the  owners  of  the  horses 
from  a  right  to  seek  compensation  for 
the  injury  to  the  horses,  which  there  can 
be  no  doubt  was  inflicted,  whether  by 
the  person  in  charge  of  them  or  not. 
The  opinion  of  the  police  as  to  their 
Buspiraoas  on  that  point  is  accurately 
quoted  in  the  Question ;  but  no  oonolu- 
B1T6  evidence  oonld  be  obtained.  It  is 
tme  that  the  claim  for  oompenaation  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Fteaentment  Sessio&B; 


but  the  Grand  Jury,  after  a  Icmg  in- 
quiry, found  that  the  injury  was  mali- 
cious, and  made  a  Presentment  for  com- 
pensation. This  has  already  been  tra- 
versed at  the  Assizes ;  but  the  Judge 
stated  that  the  ratepayers  who  opposed 
"  had  no  case,  as  malice  was  clearly 
proved,"  and  he  fiated  the  fwesentment. 

CROWN  MINING  LEASES— THE  COM- 
MISSIONEBS  OF  WOODS  AND 
FORESTS. 

Mb.  EOLLS  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  holders  of  mine- 
ral leasee  under  the  Oommissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  more  especlaUy  in 
the  comities  of  Cardigan  and  Merioneth, 
are  required  to  pay  higher  rents  and 
royalties  than  those  asked  by  the  ad- 
joining landowners;  whether cuauses  are 
inserted  in  the  leases  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  not  known 
of  in  any  private  mineral  leases ;  whe- 
ther, in  some  cases,  the  lessees  have  besn 
threatened  with  forfeiture  of  their  leases 
for  not  working  the  mines,  although 
their  doing  so,  in  the  face  of  the  present 
price  of  minerals,  would  entail  a  serious 
loss,  and  although  all  rents  have  been 
paid  up ;  whether  he  would  grant,  as 
an  unopposed  Beturn,  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  acres  belonging  to  the 
Crown  in  the  counties  of  Cardigan  and 
Merioneth,  and  how  many  acres  of  the 
same  are  at  present  let  under  mineral 
leases;  and,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  in  these 
two  counties  are  such  as  to  practically 
prohibit  searches  for  minerals  therein  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY  :  I  have  no  reason 
to  think  that  Crown  mining  leases  are 
more  onerous  in  respect  of  royalty  or 
other  conditions  than  those  given  by 
other  Welsh  landowners.  The  only 
special  provision  in  the  former,  known  as 
"the  one- fourth  clause,"  is  now  no 
longer  inserted.  In  no  recent  case  has 
forfeiture  been  threatened  because  the 
mines  were  not  worked.  I  will  obtain 
for  the  hon.  Member  the  acreages  for 
which  he  asks ;  but  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  use  in  laying  them  before 
Parliament.  I  have  seen  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  terms  required  by  the 
Crown  injure  mining  enterprise;  on 
the  contrary,  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  are  especially  anxious  to  de- 
velop their  mining  properties  in  every 
proper  manner. 
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LAW  AND  POLICE-THE  DYNAMITE 
EXPLOSIONS  AT  WESTMINSTEE 
—COMPENSATION. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SUITH  aeked  the  Se- 
oretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, If  appHoatioQ  has  been  made  to 
the  GoTermnent  on  behalf  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Westminster  who  have  suffered 
by  the  explonons  caused  by  the  criminal 
sots  of  persons  known  to  the  police,  bat 
who  hare  not  yet  been  apprehended ; 
and,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gh)Ternment  to  make  any  compen- 
sation for  the  losses  and  eufferings  re- 
sulting from  those  acts  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABOOUET :  I 
have  received  yarious  applications  on 
this  subject,  and  I  need  not  say  that  Her 
Majeslly'B  GovemmeDt  have  the  greatest 
possible  sympathy  with  the  persons  who 
nave  suffered  by  the  explosions ;  but  it 
is  necessary  to  consider  on  what  prin- 
ciple compensation  could  be  awu^ed 
to  them.  Hany  people,  unfortunately, 
suffer  every  day  from  crimes  of  violence, 
such  as  burglary,  highway  robbery,  and 
arson,  in  which  property  of  value  is  de- 
stroyed and  injured;  and  the  State  never 
makes  any  oompenBation  in  these  oases, 
nor  would  it  be  expedient  or  safe  to  do 
80.  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
any  distinction  between  these  ordinary 
crimes  and  the  crimes  referred  to  in  the 
Question ;  and,  therefore,  I  have  not  felt 
myself  justified  in  applying  to  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  subject. 

LITEHATUEE,   SCIENCE,   AND  ABT— 
THE   EELianART   OF  ST. 
LACHTEEN. 

Mb.  DAWSON  asked  Mr.  OhanoeUor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  in  view  of 
the  willingness  of  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  to  hand  over  the  reliquary 
of  Bt.  Lachteen  to  the  Boyal  Irish  Aca- 
demy, where  similar  objects  of  interest 
are  collected,  he  would  be  willing  to  re- 
coup llie  Science  and  Art  Dmiartment  in 
Dublin  the  sum  of  £450  paid  for  the  re- 
liquary out  of  their  annual  grant  ? 

The  OHANCELLOE  op  the  EXOHE- 
OUEE  (Mr.  Childees)  :  No,  Sir ;  the 
reliquary  will  go  to  the  Boyal  Irish 
Aflf^emy,  and  a  Vote  will  be  asked  for. 

EAILWATS  (INDIA)— THE  RAJPOO- 

TANA  RAILWAY. 
Snt  OEOBGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 


Whether  it  is  the  case  that  the  working 
of  the  Bajpootana  State  Line  of  Bailway 
is  about  to  be  made  over  to  the  Bombay 
and  Baroda  Bailway;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther, in  addition  to  other  "precantaons 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  the  Go- 
vernment have  reserved  a  complete  con- 
trol over  the  rates  charged,  and  have 
not,  as  in  the  case  of  the  East  Indian 
line,  handed  the  Bailway  over  to  a 
private  Company,  with  certain  pre- 
scribed maximum  rates,  which  the  Go- 
vernment has  no  power  to  vary  or  de- 
crease from  time  to  time  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  without  the  consent  of  the 
Company  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  OBOSS :  The  working  of 
the  Bajpootana  Bailvay  is  about  to  be 
made  over  to  the  Bombay  fmd  Baroda 
Company ;  and  the  Government  has  re- 
served the  power  of  fixing  and  varying 
from  time  to  time  both  maxtmtun  and 
minimum  rates. 

LAW  AND  JTJSTICE-OntCUIT  EX- 
PENSES OF  JUDGES. 

Mh.  BYLANDS  asked  Mr.  OhanoeUor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  the  Trea- 
sury Minute  of  16th  June,  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Circuit  expenses  of  the 
Judges  and  their  suites,  is  to  be  treated 
as  temporary  only,  so  that,  if  the  Order 
ic  Council  is  amended  and  the  Chancery 
Judges  and  the  Admiralty  Judge  are 
hereafter  required  to  go  on  Circuit,  it 
will  be  competent  for  we  Crown  to  re- 
quire them  to  do  so  without  increase  of 
salary  f   

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE  said,  he  wished 
to  add  the  further  Question,  whether  the 
Judges  had  the  light  to  roam  about  the 
countiy  abusing  Her  Migesty's  Govern- 
ment?       

TheCHANCELLOBoftheEXOHE- 
QUEB  (Mr.  Ohiijiers]  :  I  cannot  answer 
the  second  Question.  The  Treasury 
Minute  provides  that,  if  the  ordinary 
Circuit  business  of  the  country  is  per- 
formed by  the  Judges  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division,  the  J udges  who  go  on 
Circuit  will  be  allowed  £7  lOi.  a-day 
during  their  absence  from  London,  and 
per  contra  one  of  their  two  clerks  will,  as 
vacancies  occur,  be  discontinued.  This 
is  part  of,  and  dependent  upon,  the  ar- 
rangements as  to  Circuit  business  which 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Judges  gene- 
rally ;  and  if  these  arrangements  should 
fail  in  their  o^ect  of  relieving,  aa  far  as 
jK»«b^the<3o«rtrf^j5jJ^the 
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Flrobate  and  Admiralty  and  Chancery 
Dirisione,  they  would  bo  open,  to  recon- 
sideration. '  While  stating  this  as  a 
matter  of  right,  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood as  having  arrived  at  any  conclu- 
sion with  respect  to  the  best  arrange- 
ments for  the  discharge  of  Circuit  busi- 
ness. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Healt, 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Cniu^EBS)  said,  that  the 
salaries  of  the  Judges  were  0zed  by  the 
law,  and  the  expenses  did  not  form  any 
part  of  their  salaries;  therefore,  their 
expenses  must  be  submitted  as  Votes  in 
Supply. 

ARMY— DIKECT  COMMISSIONS  IN  THE 
BOTAL  ABTUiLEBY. 

Mb.  GIBSON  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  How  many  officers  ob- 
tained direct  commisBions  in  the  Royal 
Artillery  between  1852  and  1857  ;  how 
man^  of  those  officers  are  still  in  the 
service ;  was  the  average  age  of  those 
officers  three  or  four  years  higher  than 
that  of  officers  who  did  not  obtain  direct 
commissions ;  had  some  of  those  officers 
been  recently  superseded  by  a  large 
number  of  Indian  Majors,  gazetted  in 
May  last  to  the  Royal  ArtiUery ;  and, 
is  it  intended  to  now  compulsorily  retire 
some  of  those  officers  who  so  entered 
the  service  at  the  aforesaid  age,  and  thus 
deprive  them'of  the  advantages  which 
were  within  their  contemplation  when 
they  entered  the  servioe  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Government  7 

Thb  MABaim  or  HABTINGTON : 
Direct  commissions  in  the  Royal  Artillery 
were  obtained  between  1852|and  1857 
by  46  officers,  ^of  Iwhom  14  are  still 
serving  in  ^the  Corps.  Their^  average 
age  exceeded  ,the*  average  ^age  of  those 
otherwise  appointed  to  the  Corps  during 
the  same  period  by  three -and- a-quarter 
years.  In  May  last,  in  consequence  of 
vacancies  among  the  lieutenant-colonels 
of  the  Indian  cadres,  Indian  majors 
junior  not  only  to  some  of  these  direct 
oommission  majors,  but  also  to  those 
commissioned  at  the  same  time^from  the 
Royal  Military  Academy,  were  promoted 
to  be  lieutenant-cobnels  in  uieir  own 
cadres.  It  is  expected  that  three  majors 
who  entered  by  direct  competition  will 
be  oompolsorily  retired  during  tiie  next 
three  months  on  attaining  the  age  of 
50  years.   The  promotion  of  the  majors 


in  the  Indian  cadres  has  had  no  bearing 
on  the  compulsory  retirement  of  the 
other  officers  referred  to  in  the  Question. 

THE  ROYAL  UNIVEBSITT  {lEBLANT)— 
THE  8USTENTATI0N  FUND. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  proportion  of  the  funds  voted  for 
the  Royal  University  is  spent,  first,  on 
rewards  for  the  Students ;  seooud,  for 
the  payment  of  Fellows  and  Examiners ; 
third,  on  the  Sustentation  Fund  of  the 
Senators ;  do  the  Senators  of  the  Bo^al 
University,  in  addition  to  their  travellmg 
expenses,  usually  allowed  to  members 
of  public  Boards,  also  get  Sustentation 
money ;  is  this  a  usual  practice ;  on 
what  scale  is  the  Sustentation  allowanoe 
to  the  Senators  calculated ;  do  they  send 
in  their  hotel  bills  to  the  secretaries  of 
the  Royal  University ;  is  the  benefit  of 
the  Sustentation  Fund  extended  to  the 
families  of  the  Senators ;  do  the 
Senators  draw  any  Sustentation  money 
when  under  no  expense ;  and,  will  he 
consent  to  grant  a  Return  of  the  names 
of  the  Senators  who  have  availed  of  the 
Sustentation  Fund,  with  the  amount 
drawn  in  each  instance  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYaN,  in  reply,  said, 
the  accounts  of  the  Royal  University, 
which  were  annually  certified  by  the 
Auditor  General  and  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, would  alford  the  hon.  Member 
the  first  portion  of  the  information  he 
required.  It  was  in  Paper  No.  289. 
The  expenses  and  allowaDcesto  Senators 
comprised  their  actual  travelling  ex- 
penses, together  with  one  guinea  for 
each  night  necessarily  spent  away  from 
home  on  the  business  of  the  University. 
No  payment  whatever  was  made  to  mem- 
bers who  could  attend  without  travelling 
for  the  purpose.  All  members  of  the 
Senate  necessarily  away  from  home 
were  entitled  to  the  subsistence  allow- 
ance, although  they  did  not  all  claim  it. 
They  were  not  required  to  send  their 
hotel  bills  to  the  secretary.  There  was 
no  ground  for  suggesting  that  any  ex- 
penses or  allowances  were  paid  for  in 
respect  of  any  member's  or  Senator's 
families.  He  was  not  prepared  to  con- 
sent to  such  a  Return  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber suggested.  It  would  be  reg^arded 
as  invidious  and  of  an  inquisitorial 
character,  and  it  might  imply  uiat  those 
Senators  who  asked  to  be  paid  the 
allowance  did  so  improperly.  Similar 
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Returns  in  regard  to  the  Oommisaioners 

of  National  Education  were  recently  ob- 
jected to  on  the  same  ground. 

EDUCATIOIT  DEPABTHENT  (IRELAIO)) 
—CASE  or  MRS.  OHAia  — SLIGO 
MODEL  SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  WAETON  (for  Colonel  King- 
Harhan)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  Mrs.  Craig,  who  was 
head  teacher  of  the  SHgo  Model  Schools, 
was  obliged  to  resign  her  situation, 
owing  to  ul-health,  after  fourteen  years' 
meritorious  service,  and  was  granted  by 
the  Oommissionm  of  Education  the  sum 
of  £78,  to  which  she  was  entitled ;  wfae- 
thw  Mis.  Oraig  died  before  the  cheque 
was  drawn,  wad  if  it  is  true  that  the 
authorities  have  refused  to  give  the 
money,  or  any  portion  of  it,  to  her  aged 
mother;  and,  whether  he  will  consider 
whether  the  whole  or,  at  any  rate,  a 
portion  of  the  money  fairly  earned  by 
Mns.  Craig  may  not  he  given  to  the 
mother,  who  nursed  her  in  her  illness, 
and  who  is  in  straitened  circumstances  P 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  :  Mrs.  Craig  held 
the  appointment  stated,  and  resigned  on 
the  ground  of  iU-health.  She  signed  a 
claim  for  gratuity  on  the  1  st  of  December, 
and  after  the  usual  investigations  the 
Treasuiy  approved  the  award ;  but  it 
subsequently  transpired  that  in  the 
meantime  Mrs.  Craig  had  died,  and  no 
payment  under  the  awMrd  could  legally 
be  made  to  her  representatives. 

Mr.  HABRINGTON  asked,  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  repeated  delays  in 
these  matters  on  the  part  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  right  hon.  Gfflitleman  would 
make  such  representations  as  would  ex- 
pedite the  grants  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  he  would 
get  a  list  of  oases  and  see  how  long 
Sie  delays  were.  This  class  of  applica- 
tions ought  to  be  dealt  with  promptly. 

AMTT— THE  GABRISON  OF  DUBLIN. 

Me.  TOTTENHAM  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  Whether  there 
are  now  six  battalions  of  Infantry,  form- 
ing the  Dublin  Qarrison,  having  a  paper  i 
effective  strength  of  3,859  of  aU  ranxs, 
according  to  the  latest  Returns,  and 
whether  this  is  not  in  excess  of  the 
nsual  number;  if  he  will  state  what 
number  of  this  total  are  available  for 
garrison  duty ;  and,  why  it  has  been 
found  necMsary  to  supplement  this 

Mr,  T^m^on  ' 


force  by  additional  detachments  of  other 
Regiments  from  the  Curragh  to  assist  in 
furnishing  the  duties? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON  : 
The  garrison  of  Dublin  consists  nomi- 
nally of  about  3,600  of  all  ranks,  which 
is  not  in  excess  of  the  usual  number ; 
but  about  450  are  on  detachment  duty. 
It  is  the  practice  at  this  time  of  the 
year  to  detach  two  companies  per  batta- 
lion for  musketry  and  special  drill ;  and 
after  deducting  these,  the  necessary  duty 
men,  and  the  sick,  there  scarcely  remains 
enough  privates,  considering  the  heavy 
garrison  duties,  to  allow  the  men  four 
nights  in  bed.  When,  from  time  to 
time,  the  strength  has  :&illen  too  low  for 
this  purpose,  detachments  from  the  Oar- 
ragh  have  been  made  aTailable. 

EaTPT  (EE^RGANIZATIONj^UTONO- 
MOTJS  INSTTrtTTIONS. 
Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  Whether,  considering  the 
great  stress  laid  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment on  the  experiment  of  autono- 
mous inatitutioos  in  Egypt  formally  in- 
stituted last  year,  he  is  yet  able  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  any  Reports  on  their 
working,  and  to  explain  the  dronm- 
stances  of  the  difference  between  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  and  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil in  connection  with  the  proposed  Mu- 
nicipality Bill ;  if  he  will  state  generally 
whether  the  provisions  of  Uie  Decree  of 
Ist  May  1883  have  been  complied  with ; 
whether  the  Legislative  Council  have 
met  on  the  dates  appointed  by  Article 
26 ;  whether  they  have  been  consulted 
regarding  every  Law  and  every  Decree 
regulating  the  public  administrations, 
as  required  b^  Article  18;  whether,  in 
accordance  with  the  same  Article,  the 
reasons  have  been  communicated  to 
them  for  any  decisions  contrary  to  their 
advice ;  whether  the  Budget  has  been 
submitted  to  and  discussed  by  them  in 
accordance  with  Article  22 ;  and,  whe- 
ther, in  accordance  with  Article  35,  the 
General  Assembly  has  been  consulted 
regarding  all  loans  raised,  and  will  be 
I  consulted  on  any  fresh  loans  which  may 
be  raised? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMATJEICE  : 
As  I  have  already  informed  the  Hoose^ 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  on  his  return  to 
Egypt,  will  forward  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  a  Report  on  the  worlang  of 
the  autonomons  institutions,  which  will 
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be  laid  before  Parliament.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  diflferences  between  Mr. 
Clififord  Lloyd  and  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil on  the  Bubject  of  the  Hunioipality 
Bill.  The  provisions  of  the  Decree  of 
May  1,  1888,  appear  to  have  been  com- 
plied with.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether 
the  Legislatire  OouncU  have  always  met 
on  the  days  appointed.  I  understand 
that  they  have  l)een  consulted  respect- 
ing Administrative  Laws  and  Decrees; 
but  I  cannot  say  whether,  in  case  of 
dissent  from  their  views,  the  reasons 
havo  been  communicated  to  them.  Owing 
io  the  uncertfunty  of  the  finances,  the 
Budget  has  not  aa  yet  been  submitted, 
and  Decree  have  from  time  to  time  been 
issued  postponing  the  date  of  its  pre- 
sentation. One  of  these  Decrees  is  given 
at  page  67  of  "Egypt,"  No.  12,  1884. 
No  loan  having  been  raised,  it  has  not 
been  necessary  to  consult  the  Assembly. 

Sib  GEOEQB  CAMPBELL :  May  I 
ask  if  the  noble  Lord  can  tell  us  if  the 
Legislative  Oouncil  is  still  in  existence ; 
and  whether  it  will  meet  to-morrow,  the 
let  of  August,  under  Article  26? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMATJHIOE : 
The  Legislative  Council  is  still  in  exist- 
ence ;  and  if  my  hon.  Friend  will  refer 
to  a  very  interestiog  letter  by  Mr.  Shel- 
don Amos  in  Th»  Timat  of  to-day,  he 
viU  find  some  information  in  regard 
to  it. 

LUNAOT  LAWB  OF  FOKEiaN 
COUNTRIES. 

Sib  HENEY  HOLLAND  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  will  call  for  Reports 
from  the  Secretaries  of  the  different  Em- 
bassies as  to  the  working  of  the  Lunacy 
Laws  on  the  Continent,  and  in  the 
tJnited  States,  and  especially  as  to  the 
following  points  : — Whether  there  are 
private  as  well  as  public  asylums ;  what 
are  the  checks  against  improper  ad- 
mission or  detention  of  persons  in  an 
asylum;  what  supervision  and  inspec- 
tion, if  any,  is  exercised  by  any  public 
and  recognized  authority ;  and,  the  na- 
ture and  powers  of  suoh  authority ;  and, 
vhedier  he  will  present  suoh  Be^orts  to 
Parliament  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIOE :  I 
think  my  hon.  Friend  will  find  most  of 
the  information  he  asks  for  in  a  collected 
form  in  a  work  privately  printed  in  Phila- 
delphia by  Dr.  Harrison,  Legitlaiion  on 
Inaanity,  which  1  shall  be  hapjo^  to  show 


him ;  but  any  further  information  he 
may  require  will  be  at  once  procured. 

Sm  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  what 
he  wished  to  do  was  to  get  the  informa- 
tion placed  in  the  hands  of  Members  of 
the  House  before  the  Session  of  next 
year. 

EDUCATION  DEPAETMENT— ELEMBH". 
TART  EDUCATION. 

Mb.  DAWSON  asked  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Committee  of  Ooumnl, 
Whether  it  is  a  £not  that,  owingto  the 
very  easy  compliance  with  the  Fourth 
Standard,  the  number  of  cliildren  under 
fourteen  years,  who  never  return  to 
school,  is  largely  increasing;  whether 
he  will  make  any  change  in  the  Code  to 
insare  longer  attendance  and  more  ex- 
tended  knowledge ;  whether,  in  view  of 
this  extremely  early  abandonment  of 
ordinary  schools,  he  will  take  any  steps 
to  provide  night  schools  for  the  classes 
affected;  and,  whether  the  Education 
Department  will  purchase,  for  the  use  of 
industrial  exhibitions  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  exhibits  of  technical 
teaching  and  its  residts  in  Fotmsu 
Countries,  and  now  on  view  at  the  Cl- 
temational  Health  Exhibition  ? 

Me.  MUNDELLA:  It  is  true  that 
children  pass  the  Fourth  Standard  at  an 
earlier  age  than  heretofore,  owin^  to 
better  attendance  and  better  teaching. 
The  Standard  of  exemption,  however, 
cannot  be  raised  by  the  Code,  which 
merely  deals  with  the  curriculum,  and 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
Standard  prescribed  by  the  bye-laws, 
the  raising  of  which  without  the  consent 
of  the  Local  Authorities  can  only  be 
effected  by  legislation.  Very  consider- 
able changes  have  been  made  in  the 
new  Code  with  a  view  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  night  BohooU.  The  purchase 
of  some  of  the  most  desirable  exhibits 
is  at  present  under  the  oonsideratioiL  of 
the  mienoe  and  Art  Department. 

THE  UAaiSTBACY  (IRELANI>>-00. 
WATEBFOED. 

Mb.  LEAMT  asked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  tiie  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Xrelandf 
Whether  it  is  the  f^ct  that,  while  three 
Catholic  magistrates  of  the  district  of 
Kilmacthomas,  county  Waterford,  have 
died  within  the  last  seven  or  eight  years, 
only  one  gentleman,  a  nou-Oatfaolio  and 
a  land  agent,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
magistracy  in  that  district,  during  that 
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time ;  whether  it  is  the  fact  that  there 
18  not  at  present  a  single  justice  resident 
in  £ilmacthomaa  Petty  SeesioDS  district ; 
whether  the  Kilmactnomas  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  April  last,  forwarded  a 
Uemorial  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  set- 
ting forth  these  facts,  and  asking  him  to 
appoint  Dr.  Walsh,  of  Kilmacthomas, 
and  Mr.  Brian  Finn,  of  Oarigmorna; 
whether  a  similar  Memorial  was  for- 
warded by  the  priests  of  the  parish ; 
and,  whether  the  Lord  ChanceUor  has 
received  these  Memorials ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  intends  to  aot  upon  them  ? 

UlTBEVELTAN:  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor informs  me  that,  in  consequence 
of  a  want  of  magistrates  in  the  ICilmac- 
thomas  district,  he  appointed  two  gen- 
tlemen to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
last  month,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county.  One 
of  them  is  a  Boman  Catholic  and  a 
farmer ;  the  other  is  believed  to  be  a 
Dissenting  Protestant — neither  of  them 
is  a  land  agent.  They  will  be  immedi- 
ately avaiDtble  for  the  Kilmacthomas 
Bench.  The  Memorials  on  behalf  of 
the  two  gentlemen  named  in  the  Ques- 
tion have  been  received  ;  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  is  at  present  in  correspond- 
enoe  with  the  I^rd  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  LBAMT:  Can  the  right  hon. 
(^ratleman  give  the  names  of  the  two 
magistrates  who  have  been  appointed  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELTAN:  No,  Sir.  The 
names  are  not  given  in  the  Minute  of 
the  Lord  Ohanoellor. 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER— WEST- 
MINSTER HALL  (WEST  FRONT). 
Me.  DICK-PEDDIE  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  important  effects  which 
the  proposed  works  on  the  west  side  of 
Westmmster  Hall  will  have  on  the 
ardiiteotural  character  of  the  group  of 
buildings  of  which  the  Hall  forms  part, 
and  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  opportu- 
nities which  have  been  given  for  con- 
irideration  of  the  designs,  he  will  post* 
pone  till  next  Sesrion  submitting  an 
estimate  for  the  works,  and  will  wree 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  oonsider  the  question  (rf  the  beet 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  west  side  of 
theHaUr 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  When  I 
laid  Mr.  Feanon's  plans  before  the 
House,  about  three  weeks  agOj  I  stated 

Mr.  Zmnf 


that  if  I  found  that  there  was  likety  to 
be  serious  opposition  to  them  on  behalf 
of  Members,  I  would  refer  the  subject 
to  a  Select  Committee.  Since  then  I 
have  been  in  communication  with  a 
large  number  of  Members  in  all  parts  of 
the  House,  and  I  find  that  there  is  a 
general  concurrence  of  opinion  favour- 
able to  these  plans.  There  are  some 
few  exceptions,  but  that  must  be  ex- 
pected to  any  scheme ;  the  general  ver- 
dict, however,  is  certainly  favourable. 
Under  these  circnmstancesj  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  refer  tiie  question 
to  a  Committee,  and  I  shall  ask  for  a 
Vote  during  the  present  Session  to  com- 
mence the  work  during  the  Autumn. 
This  is  the  more  necessary,  as  the  walls 
of  the  Hall  were  much  injured  during 
the  past  Winter,  and  I  am  unwilling  to 
expose  them  to  the  injury  of  another 
Winter.  There  is,  however,  one  part  of 
the  work  which  cannot  be  commenced 
at  present — namely,  the  raising  of  the 
towers  at  the  north  end  of  the  Hall. 
The  Vote  I  shall  ask  for  will  not  include 
any  money  for  this  purpose.  This  part 
of  the  work  will  stand  over,  and  hon. 
Members  who  object  to  it  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  raising  the  question  next 
year. 

Mb.  DIGK-FEDDIE  asked  the  right 
hon.  Oendeman  whether  he  was  aware 
liiat  all  the  architectural  journals  had 
written  strongly  in  disapproval  of  the 
designs ;  and  whether  he  had  not  re- 
ceived from  the  Society  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Ancient  Buildings  a  very  uigent 
request  to  postpone  the  matter  until 
next  year,  in  onler  that  the  pnblic,  as 
well  as  the  Members  of  the  House, 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  conaider* 
inff  it  ? 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  said,  he  was 
aware  that  two  of  the  architectural  papers 
had  commented  unfavourably  on  the 
designs ;  but  he  had  observed  that  they 
commented  un&vourably  upon  anything 
he  proposed.  So  far  as  he  had  observed, 
papers  of  that  kind  were  nothing  if  they 
were  not  critical.  The  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Ancient  Buildings  had 
pressed  him  to  postpone  the  qoeation; 
bat  he  did  not  nnderstand  that  mey  ware 
unfavourable  to  the  schone ;  they  only 
oritioixed  some  of  the  points.  He  uumld 
consult  the  architect  as  to  debuls,  and 
later  on  he  should  be  able  to  tell  the 
House  whether  any  modiOoationB  were 
thought  desirable. 
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MERCHANT  SHIPPING-THE  "  (X)NSO- 
LATION." 
Sib  henry  HOLLAND  (for  Lord 
Claud  Hamilton)  aBked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  in  face 
of  the  statement  of  facts  relatiTe  to  the 
ease  of  the  Contotation  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Directors  of  the  Olyde  Steam 
and  Sailing  ShipowoerB*  Association, 
dated  Jnly  26,  and  addressed  to  him, 
he  ettU  adheres  to  his  declaration  pub- 
licly made  that — 

"  The  case  of  the  Consolation  was  one  is  which 
no  livee  were  lost ;  that  the  retael  was  insored 
for  £17,000 ;  that  her  original  cost  was  £17,000 ; 
that  dt«  was  ten  years  old,  and  Tslued  at 
£11,600  P** 

Mb.  OHAMBKBLAIN:  I  have  not 
seen  the  statement  in  the  letter  referred 
to  in  the  noble  Lord's  Question ;  bat  I 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  the 
owners  of  the  Consolation,  and  I  very 
readily  accepted  the  statement  from  them 
to  the  effect  that  the  sum  I  stated  as  the 
original  cost  of  the  vessel  was  consider- 
ably understated.  This,  however,  does 
not  affect  the  other  statements  in  my 
speech  upon  which  my  argument  was 
founded.  It  isthefact  that  that  vessel  was 
insured  for  £17,0U0,  and  she  was  valued 
by  my  orders  by  those  independent 
valuers.  The  highest  of  these  valua- 
tions was  the  sum  I  quoted — namely, 
£11,000,  and  I  have  since  applied  to  the 
valuers,  Messrs.  Bayley  and  Kidley,  and 
they  adhere  to  their  original  valuation. 
I  on^ht  to  add,  although  I  do  not  think 
this  18  a  matter  oi  complaint  against  me, 
that  when  I  referred  to  this  case  I  vas 
under  the  impression  that  no  lives  had 
been  lost  in  oonnection  with  this  ship, 
and  I  thought  it  fair  to  the  owners  to 
state  that ;  but  I  have  since  learnt  that, 
unfortunately,  two  sailors  were  drowned 
when  the  ship  was  lost. 

Mb.  WmXLEY:  Had  the  valaem 
seen  the  vessel  ? 

Mb.  CHAMBEELAIN  :  No  ;  they 
could  not,  as  she  was  lost.  They  valued 
it,  after  it  was  lost,  in  the  nsnal  way  in 
which  such  valuations  are  made. 

BANKEUPTCY  ACT,  1883-CIVIL  SER- 
VICE ESTIMATES. 
Ma.  WAUOH  asked  the  President  of 
the  Boiu<d  of  Trade,  Whether,  as  com- 
pared with  the  charge  of  £34,677  for 
Bfuikruptcy  last  year,  the  following  re- 
presents the  total  charge  this  year, 
viz. : — 


£ 

Inspector  General,  fto.  .  ...  78,877 
Trsiisf erred  to  SnpremeOonrt,  &c  15,360 

£94,787 

whether  any  other  sums  are  chargedin  the 
Estimates  in  respect  of  Bankruptcy  for 
the  year  1884-5;  why  arethe  particulars 
of  the  gross  sum  of  £23,514  charged  in 
Class  6,  for  abolishing  oflBcers  and  com- 
pensation in  the  Oourt  of  Bankruptcy, 
not  g^ven  in  this  year  as  usual ;  and, 
whether  such  sum  has  been  added  to  by 
further  abolitions  under  the  Act  of  1883, 
or  whether  the  charge  has  been  dimi- 
nished by  the  appointment  out  of  officers 
on  the  abolished  list  to  new  offices  under 
the  Act  of  1883 ;  and,  if  not,  why  have 
none  of  such  persons  been  appointed  P 

Mr.  CHAMBEELAIN:  The  charge 
of  £34,677  in  the  Estimates  for  1883-4 
was  the  charge  for  bankruptcy  in  the 
Supreme  Court  only.  In  addition,  the 
sum  of  £40,000  was  chafed  for  Begis- 
trars  in  Bankruptcy  in.  Oonnty  Courts, 
making  a  total  of  £74,677.  The  charge 
for  bankruptcy  in  the  Estimates  for 
1884-5  consists  not  only  of  the  sum  of 
£78,000  on  the  Board  of  Trade  Vote, 
but  also  of  the  sum  of  £14,000  for  Ee- 
gistrars,  &c.,  in  the  Supreme  Court; 
£36,000  for  Eegistrars  in  County  Courts, 
and  minor  charges  for  rents,  furniture, 
&c.,  amounting  to  about  £5,000.  This 
gives  a  total  of  £133,000.  The  addi- 
tional income  is  estimated  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  at  £76,300.  As  to  the  third 
Question,  I  must  refer  my  hon.  Friend 
to  the  Treasury.  With  regard  to  the 
last  Question,  I  may  say  there  are  very 
few  abolitions  under  the  new  Act  of  1 883 ; 
and  at  present  the  greater  part  of  the 
increased  work  has  been  performed  by 
old  officers.  All  the  ohanges  made  wiU 
be  fully  detailed  in  the  next  Bep<nt  on 
Bankruptcy. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Is  the  in- 
creased charge  in  consequence  of  the  vz* 
penses  of  the  Act  ? 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
anticipate  any  increased  charge  at  all. 

ARMY  (INDIA)— THE  NORTH-WEST 
FRONTIER-QUETTA. 
Mb.  SLAGG  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  it  is 
the  case  that  certain  regiments  of 
Cavalry  have  been  added  to  the  Lidian 
Foroes  in  eonneetion  wiUi  the  frontier 
exploits  in  the  district  of  Quetta? 
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Hb.  J.  K.  OBOSS :  I  do  not  ander- 
Btand  what  my  faon.  Friend  means  when 
he  speaks  of  frontier  exploits  in  the 
district  of  Quetta ;  but  there  has  been 
no  increase  in  the  Indian  Cavalry. 

CIVIL  SERVANTS  OF  THE  CEOWN- 
SIR  WILLIAM  GUHDON. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Elxoheqaer,  Wtiether  Sir 
William  Brampton  Ourdon,  K.C.B., 
who  is  an  accepted  candidate  for  the 
representation  ox  West  Norfolk,  is  still 
a  first-daaB  derk  in  the  Treasury,  in 
receipt  of  a  salanr  of  £1,000  aryear? 

Tbe  C7HANCELL0B  of  thb  EXOHE- 
QUER  (Mr.  Csilders)  :  I  have  to  say 
that  Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  is  a 
principal  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  receiving 
£1,000  a-year.  I  have  received  &om 
htm  no  intimation  that  he  intends  to 
become  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment 

PABLIAMENT— DISTRIBUTION  OP  THE 
STATITTES  TO  HEMBEEB. 
Mb.  TOMLINSON  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that,  notwithstanding  his  promise 
to  direct  that  the  Aots  passed  this 
Session  shall  be  issued  as  they  are 
passed  to  those  Members  who  require 
them,  no  orders  to  that  effect  have  been 

fiven  at  the  Vote  Office;  and,  whether 
e  will  at  onee  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  the  failure  to  carry  out  his  promise  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY :  I  have  no  control 
over  this  matter,  which  rests  with  the 
authorities  of  the  House.  But,  on  inquiry 
at  the  Vote  Office,  I  learn  that  no  appli- 
cation for  loose  copies  of  the  statutes  has 
been  made  there.  They  will,  however, 
be  supplied  to  any  hon.  Members  who 
require  them  and  give  Notice  to  that 
effect. 

POST  OFFIOB  CIRELA3n))-THE  MAIL 
SERVICE  BETWEEN  DUBLIN  AND 

CORK. 

Mb.  LEAMY  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  If  the  mail  train  under  the 
new  service  from  Dublin  to  Cork  could 
not,  without  slaokeniug  speed,  slip  a 
carriage  containing  passengers  and 
mails  for  Waterford  at  Maryborough; 
and,  if  so,  whether,  considering  the 
desire  of  the  people  of  Kilkenny  and 
Waterford  ihat  this  should  be  done,  and 
the  willingness  of  the  Waterfwd  and 


Oenfaral  Ireland  Boilway  Oompan^  to 
send  a  special  train  to  meet  the  mail  at 
Maryborough,  he  will,  in  the  contract 
about  to  be  entered  into  between  tbe 
Post  Office  and  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way Company,  make  an  arrangement 
for  the  slipping  of  a  carriage  at  Mary- 
borough ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  no  postal  advan- 
tage would  be  likely  to  result  from 
sending  the  Kilkenny  and  Waterford 
mails  by  way  of  Maryborough.  If  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Company 
wish  to  slip  a  carriage  at  Maryborough 
for  the  convenience  of  passengers,  I  cer- 
tainly should  offer  no  opposition,  pro- 
vided the  mail  tnun  was  not  delayed. 

MB.LEAMT:  No  ;  but  wiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  Hha  interest  of  the 
public,  require  it  to  be  done  by  the  con- 
tract he  is  about  entering  into  with  the 
Company  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT:  If  there  are  no 
postal  advantages,  I  do  not  think  I 
.  could.  I  do  Dot  know  what  my  legal 
powers  are ;  but  if,  for  the  convenience 
of  passengers,  the  Company  would  like 
to  do  it,  I  would  not  offer  opposition, 
unless  it  would  interfere  with  ue  Postal 
Service. 

PARLIAMENT— "  REMINGTON  PEB^ 
FECTED  TYPE-WBITEES." 

Mb.  LABOUOHERE  asked  the  First 

Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether  be 
would  have  any  objection  to  place  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  the  Library  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  in  some  other  room  set 
apart  for  the  purpose,  a  small  num- 
ber of  "Remington  Perfected  Type- 
writers," for  the  convenience  of  the 
Members  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he 
could  not  recommend  what  the  hon. 
Member  proposed. 

PUBLIO  HEALTH  (IRELAND)— UULLIN. 

GAR  GUARDL^S. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  the  Guardians  of  the 
MuUingar  Union  agreed  to  delegate 
their  duties,  as  a  Sanitary  Authority  of 
that  town,  to  the  Town  Commissioners 
as  a  Sub- Committee;  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  refused  to  agree  to 
this  arrangement;  and,  whether,  hariag 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  prompt  action 
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on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Authoritiea, 
owing  to  the  danger  of  a  spread  of 
cholera,  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
will  reconsider  their  decision  ? 

Mb.  TBEVEajYAN,  in  reply,  said,  it 
was  the  case  that  the  Quardians  of  the 
Mullingar  Union,  heing  the  Bural  Sani- 
tary Authority,  desired  to  appoint  a 
Sanitary  Committee  for  Mullingar ;  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  were 
obliged  to  point  out  to  them  that  they 
oould  not  legally  carry  out  such  an 
arrangement,  as  the  power  to  appoint 
Committees  under  the  5th  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  was  limited  to  Urban 
Sanitary  Autborities.  The  danger  of  a 
spread  of  cholera  would  not  enable  the 
Local  Qovernment  Board  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians. 

POST  OPFI0E-8OKTERS  AND  LETTER 
CARRIERS— THE  PARCEL  POST. 

Mb.  HABEINaTON  asked  the  Fost- 
m aster  General,  Whether  any  step  has 
yet  been  taken  to  remedy  the  complaints 
of  sorters  in  connection  with  mail  trains, 
or  to  give  additional  remuneration  to 
letter  carriers  in  connectioa  with  the 
increased  duty  under  the  parcel  post  ? 

Me.  FAWCETT  ;  In  reply  to  a  Ques- 
tion put  to  me  a  few  months  ago  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mallow,  I  stated  that 
in  the  matter  of  Sunday  duty  arrange- 
ments were  being  made  to  place  the 
Irish  mail  sorters,  as  far  as  possible,  on 
an  equality  with  those  employed  in  Eng- 
land. Assuming  that  to  be  the  matter 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers  in  the 
first  part  of  his  Question,  I  beg  to  state 
that  to  those  arrangements  effect  is  now 
being  given.  In  reply  to  the  second 
part  of  the  Question,  there  is  no  inten- 
tion of  entering  upon  another  general 
revision  of  letter-carriers'  wages,  which 
was  completed  only  two  years  ago  ;  but 
where  information  reaches  me  of  the 
need  of  reviuon  in  any  partionlar  case, 
the  circumstances  are  carefully  consi- 
dered. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  —  LETTER 
CARRIERS-THB  POETUMNA  LETTER 
CARRIER. 

Hb.  T.  p.  O'OONKOB  aaked  the  Post- 
nuwter  General,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  tiie  rural  postman  has  to  cany  the 
mails  between  Fortumna  and  Power's 
Cross,  county  Galway^  a  distance  of 


twelve  Irish  miles,  for  six  days  of  the 
week ;  whether,  in  order  to  accomplish 
this  task,  the  postman  has  to  leave  at 
six  in  the  morning ;  and,  whether  the 
remuneration  given  for  this  work  is 
eight  shillings  per  week  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT :  The  facts  appear 
to  be  substantially  as  stated  in  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member,  the  distance 
mentioned  being,  of  course,  understood 
to  be  the  total  distance  travelled  by  the 
postman  there  and  back.  The  postman  . 
does  not  hold  a  regular  appointment, 
but  is  one  employed  by  the  local  Post- 
master, who  receives  an  allowance  to 

Fnvide  for  the  performance  of  the  duty, 
will,  however,  make  further  inquiiy, 
with  a  view  to  revising  the  allowance  if 
necessary. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION— FAIR 
RENTS-GLEBE  LANDS  OP  DRUM- 
CREE,  CO.  ARMAGH. 
Me.  WARTON  (for  Colonel  King- 
Habuan)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  fact  that  the  Land  Com- 
missioners have,  in  the  case  of  the  Glebe 
Lands  of  Drumcree,  county  Armagh, 
reduced,  by  18  per  cent.,  rents  proved 
to  have  been  unchanged  since  1827, 
and,  subject  to  whi(^,  tenants  were 
proved  to  have,  even  so  latdy  as  1880, 
given  £12  10«.  per  acre  for  the  tenant- 
right;  whether  said  lands  were  purchased 
from  the  Church  Commissioners  by  the 
present  owner,  Mr.  Law ;  whether  the 
rental  furnished  by  them  showed  the 
old  rents ;  and  whether  the  valuation 
made  by  the  Commiesionera'  valuator, 
Mr.  M.  O'Brien,  to  give  the  tenants  the 
benefit  of  the  clause  in  the  Church  Act 
in  their  favour,  placed  nearly  twenty- 
four  years'  purchase  on  said  rents,  and 
thus  represented  them  as  moderate  rents; 
and,  whether  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared, out  of  the  Irish  Church  surplus, 
which  got  the  benefit  of  the  price  pro- 
duced by  the  Commissioners*  representa- 
tions, to  refund  Mr.  Law  the  proportion 
of  the  purchase  money  so  obtained  from 
him  by  such  representations  ? 

Mb.  TBEYELYAN,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  LandConmiiraion  reported  that 
in  the  case  referred  to  the  rents  were 
reduced,  on  the  whole,  by  a  little  more 
than  18  per  oent.  Evidence  was  given 
that  the  rents  were  not  changed  since 
1887 ;  that  in  some  oases  a  considerable 
sum  was  paid  for  tenant-rit^t ;  and  tiuit 
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Mr.  Iiaw  paid  80  jean*  purobase  for 
the  land  at  the  old  rents,  thai  being  the 
jnst  Talue,  aco<ffding  to  Mr.  O'Brien's 
TaluatioiL.  No  evid^ioe  as  to  value  was 
given  by  the  landlord  at  the  re-hearing 
of  the  appeal,  and  the  OommiasioneTS 
came  to  a  conolusioii  on  the  whole  evi- 
dence laid  before  them.  He  could  not 
bold  out  any  hope  that  he  would  make 
the  representations  to  the  Treasury 
suggested  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Quwtion. 

SWITZEELAND-THE  "SALVA- 
TIONISTS." 
Sib  BOBEBT  PEEL  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  any  more  Papers,  in  continua- 
tion of  "Switzerland,  No.  1,  1884," 
manifestly  incomplete,  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table;  and,  what  information  he 
can  supply  respecting  the  recent  renewal 
of  outra»s,  and  of  religious  persecu- 
tions on.  British  subjects  and  others,  of 
a  moat  serious  description  in  the  town 
of  Bienne,  on  which  oooasion  a  house 
occupied  by  Britt^  subjects  was  attacked 
with  the  utmost  Tiolence  and  completely 
gutted ;  the  local  police  being  over- 

Sowered  by  the  mob,  so  that  it  was 
eemed  necessary  by  the  Cantonal  autho- 
rities, at  the  iDstanoe  of  the  Federal 
Government,  to  call  out  the  Military  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
Further  Papers  will  be  prepared  and 
laid.  The  Cantonal  authorities  of  Neu- 
ohatel,  Yaud,  and  Berne  recently  agreed 
that  private  meetings  of  Salvationists 
were  to  be  alh>wed  in  those  Cantons 
under  certain  conditions.  The  Balva- 
tionists  commenced  to  hold  private  meet- 
ings in  a  building  at  [Bienne,  which 
they  had  hired  for  the  purpose ;  a  mob 
attacked  the  building,  and  serious  dis- 
order ensued.  The  Council  of  State  of 
the  Canton  of  Berne  have,  in  conse- 
quence, and  in  order  to  keep  the  peace 
and  preserve  public  order,  prohibited 
the  holding  of  Salvationist  meetings  in 
Bienne  and  its  neighbourhood. 

AFRICA  (WEST  COAST)— THE  CONGO 
ETVER. 

Sir  HEEBEET  MAXWELL  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  ^e  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion of  certain  territory  on  the  Congo, 
occupied  by  the  International  Associa- 
tion, has  been  obtained  by  the  French 
Gtoremmemt;  and,  whether  this  r^ht 

Mr.  Xho^M 


had  been  previously  offued  to  Hn  Ha- 
jestVs  Government  7 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIGE: 
From  an  agreement  between  the  French 
Prime  Minister  and  the  President  of  llie 
Bfdgian  Aesooiation,  which  has  appeared 
in  the  public  Press,  it  would  appear 
that  the  right  of  pre-emption,  to  wnich 
the  hon.  Baronet  refers,  has  been  ob- 
tained by  the  French  Government ;  bat 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no 
official  cognizance  of  this  agreement. 
This  right  had  not  previously  been 
offered  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

THE  WKST  INDIA  ISLANDS-CONDTTOT 
OF  A  COLONIAL  OFFICIAL. 
Mb.  O'BONNELL  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whe- 
ther he  has  received  any  information  as  to 
the  conduct  of  a  high  Colonial  official,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  placed  in 
irons  on  board  the  Royal  Mail  Steamer 
Don,  which  left  Barba^Ms  on  the  SOth 
of  May  of  the  present  year ;  and,  whe- 
ther any  steps  will  be  taken  in  conse- 
quence ? 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  We  have 
received  a  newspaper  containing  an 
anonymous  statement  of  that  sort ;  but 
we  have  given  no  credence  to  it.  Wo 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any 
steps  at  present. 

Me.  O'DONNELL  :  Is  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  what  he  calls  an 
anonymous  statement  is  a  leading  article 
in  the  newspaper  which  charges  this 
official  with  crime?  Will  the  Under 
Secretary  make  any  inquiries  from  the 
authorities  of  the  steamship  Don,  on 
board  which  snob  orimes2'are*8aid  to 
have  taken  place  ?  If  the  Under  Secre- 
tary cannot  answer  now  I  will  post^ne 
the  Question.   

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  I  can 
answer  now.  We  believe,  the  chaises 
to  have  no  foundation ;  and  until  we 
have  something  more[,sub8tantial  to*go 
upon  we  cannot  make  any  inquiries. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  :  WiU  the  Govern- 
ment  require  this'  official  to  bring  an 
action  for  libel  against  the'  newspapn 
which  charges  him  with  crime? 

Me.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  I  cannot 
answer  that  Question  without  Notice. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION— SAIJ:  OF 
GLEBE  LANDS,  CO.  KERRY. 
Mb.  HAEBINGTON  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  Whether  his 
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attention  haa  been  called  to  the  fol- 
lowing letter  addressed  to  tenants  in 
Kerry  who haTeporohasedGIebelauda: — 

"  Irish  lAnd  OomnuBsion, 

"  Chnroh  Froparty  Departmeot. 
"Ton  an  hereby  informed  that,  unless  the 
amoont  claimed  in  the  incloeed  receivable  form 
ia  paid  within  the  time  BpeciGed  therein,  the 
ComnuBsionerB  will  direct  their  solieiton  to  take 
l^al  procmdtnga  to  recover  the  amoont  dns 
withoDt  any  further  notioe. 

"  By  Order, 

*i  ^ — .  ,  Secretary." 

Whether  this  notice  only  allowed  a 
month  after  date  for  the  payment  of  the 
instalment,  though  in  every  other  year 
since  the  purchase  of  their  farms  they 
were  not  called  upon  until  the  end  of 
September  to  pay  the  instalment  falling 
due  on  July  Ist;  and,  whether  it  is  true 
that,  in  the  lands  adjoining  these  farms 
in  Kerry,  the  Sub-Commissioners  liave 
fixed  judicial  rents  at  25  per  oent  under 
the  amount  of  suoh  annual  instalmmt  ? 

Mb.  TEBYBLTAN  (who  rejilied  to 
the  Question)  said :  I  find,  on  inquiry 
from  the  Land  Oommissioners,  that  the 
receivable  orders,  issued  to  persons 
owing  one  instalment,  due  on  1st  of  July, 
allowin  alloases  threemonth8(tothe  30th 
of  September)  for  payment.  If  two  or 
more  instalments  are  due  one  month 
only  is  given,  and  in  such  cases  the 
notioe  referred  to  in  the  Question  ac- 
companies the  receivable  order.  These 
r^mations  have  been  in  force  for  14 
years,  and  le^l  proceedings  are  not 
taken  unless  it  is  found  impossible  to 
recover  the  instalments  in  any  other 
way.  With  regard  to  the  last  para- 
gn^h  of  the  Question,  it  appeared 
that  there  are  about  38  persons  scat- 
tered throughout  different  parts  of  the 
oounly  of  Kerry  whose  holdings  were 
purchased  from  the  Ohurcb  Tempo- 
ralitieB  Commissioners  —  the  purchase 
moneys  being  still  outstanding  on  mort- 
gage ;  and,  unless  further  particulars  be 
given,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what 
reductions,  if  any,  have  been  made  in 
the  rents  of  tenants  whose  farms  ad- 
join the  properties  of  these  persons. 

POST  OFFICE— THE  GALWAY  MAILS. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  he  will 
consider  the  necessity  of  accelerating 
the  arrival  of  the  English  and  other 
mails  in  Galway ;  whether  such  an  ac- 


celeration could  not  be  carried  out  by 
the  starting  at  eight  o'clock  from  the 
Broadstone  Terminus  of  the  train  that 
now  leaves  at  nine,  by  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  stoppages,  and  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  speed  from  24  to  34  miles 
an  hour ;  and,  whether  the  Chairman  of 
the  Midland  Qreat  Western  Railway 
Company  has  not  declared  his  readiness 
to  supply  an  accelerated  mail  service  in 
the  case  the  Post  Office  offer  sufficiently 
remuneratiTe  terms  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT:  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  beg  to  say  that  an 
acceleration  of  the  mails  to  Qalway  (such 
as  that  suggested  in  the  Question)  is 
quite  feasible,  bat  would  involve  the 
running  of  an  additional  train,  and  is, 
largely,  a  question  of  expense.  I  am  in 
correspondence  with  the  Midland  Great 
Western  Railway,  and  will  come  to  a 
decision  on  the  subject  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  Am  I  right 
in  saying  that  for  mail  services,  while 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way Company  receives  £70  a-mile,  and 
the  Great  Northern  £90,  the  Midland 
Company  receives  only  £40  a-mile  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT:  It  is  impossible  to 
draw  any  comparison  between  the  mail 
service  to  Cork,  which  carries  idl  the 
American  mails,  and  the  mail  service  to 
Galway  and  Sligo,  which  is  compara- 
tively light.  The  Companies  are  also 
paid  in  proportion  to  the  pace  of  the 
trains. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Is  there  any  essential 
difference  between  the  Ghreat  Northern 
Railway  Company  in  this  matter  and  the 
Midland  Company;  and  has  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman,  in  his  communications 
with  the  Midland  OomjAny,  offered  them 
any  improvement  whatever  on  the  pre- 
sent terms  ? 

Mb.  FAWOETT  :  The  Great  North- 
ern Company  is  going  to  start  from 
Dublin  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  will  arrive 
at  Belfast  earlier  than  now.  The 
whole  subject  of  the  acceleration  of  the 
mails  throughout  Ireland  generally  is 
now  being  considered.  Itis  a  very  com- 
plicated subject ;  but  I  am  pu^ng  it 
on  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  offered  any  improvement  in 
the  terms  to  the  Midland  Company  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT :  I  find  it  rather  diffi- 
cult to  answer  that  Question  without 
notice.   I  have  so  many  offers  made  to 
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carry  them  in  mind ;  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  write  to  me  I  shall  be 
happy  to  give  htm  information. 

I.AW  AND  JUSnOE  (BINGLAND  AND 
WALES)— CASE  OP  FRANK  8TO0K- 
WELL— SENTENCE  ON  A  CHILD. 
Me.  GRANTHAM  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
If  he  will  state  the  reason  for  remitting 
any  portion  of  the  sentenoe  on  a  boy 
named  Frank  Stockwell,  sentenced  by 
Baron  Pollock,  at  Beading,  to  a  month's 
imprisonment,  without  hud  labour,  for 
setting  fire  to  hay  ricks  ? 

Sib  WHJCilAM  HARCX)XJET :  As 
soon  as  I  was  aware  that  a  child  of  seven 
years  old  had  been  impruoned  for  a 
month,  I  wrote  to  the  learned  Jadge,  a 
most  humane  man,  on  the  subject,  and 
he  said,  in  reply — "I  shall  [feel  very 
maeh.  pleased  if  you  can  do  better  for 
him  than  I  could.''  Subsequently,  I 
wrote  to  the  Governor  and  the  Ohaplain 
of  the  prison  to  report  to  me  specially 
upon  the  case.  The  Ohaplain's  Beport 
has  been  receiTed.    He  says — 

"  According  to  the  Prison  Rales,  the  hoy  was 
allowed  one  hoar's  school  with  other  juTeoiles, 
if  any ;  bat  there  were  none  in  the  prison  when 
Stockwell  arrived.  Subsequently,  a  hoy  at  14 
years  of  age  was  sentenced  to  a  month's  im- 
prisonment, so  that  the  present  class  of  jureniles 
consisted  of  two.  Bat  for  the  one  hour's  in- 
struction the  child  has  the  rest  of  24  hours  in 
solitary  confinement,  except  for  most  casual  in- 
temiption.  I  am  very  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  this  is  not  morally  health^  for  the  child.  I 
gather  from  my  own  observation,  and  from  the 
schoolmaster,  that  Stockwell  is  not  sharp,  but 
rather  idle,  and  without  any  show  of  appli- 
cation, and,  if  anything,  dull,  and  even  appa- 
rently sullen,  which,  I  take  it,  means  that  be 
feels  strange  in  a  strange  place.  He  is  not 
quick  of  speech,  and  also  seems  aa  if  he  knew 
what  it  was  to  be  in  fear  of  a  scolding.  I  find 
nothing  artful  or  vicious  about  him,  I  have 
studied  him  much,  owing  to  the  t»d  opinion 
held  of  him  by  the  Vicar  of  the  parish.'  I  have 
talked  to  him  quietly,  and  he  has  admitted  he 
was  sorry  for  what  he  did,  and  that  he  would  be 
a  better  boy.  I  am  quite  sure  the  boy  lighted 
the  hay-rick  to  see  how  it  would  bum,  but 
never  dreamt  of  the  probable  consequence,  and 
ran  away  frightened.  I  have  a  very  strong 
opinion  of  the  unsuitabiUty  of  the  prison  for 
such  a  child,  and  I  should  greatly  rejoice  if  it 
were  thought  better  to  giro  the  boy  a  second 
birching  and  discharge  him.  Suoh  a  case  as 
this  is  for  home  treatment." 

Before  this  communication  was  received 
the  child  had  been  in  prison — ^practically 
in  solitary  confinement — for  nearly  three 
weeks  ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any- 
body in  this  House  will  condemn  my 

J&.  Fawctit 


oondnot  when  I  decided  that  the  best 
thing  to  do  was  to  discbarge  the  child. 
I  wish  those  who  pass  sentences  of  this 
kind  would  remember  what  solitary  oon- 
finement  is  as  applied  to  a  child  of 
tender  years.  It  is  a  most  terrible — 
think  improper — ^punishment.  I  have 
known  a  case  in  which  a  child  suffered 
so  dreadfully  from  solitary  confinement 
that  the  warder  took  him  into  his  own 
house— a  breach  of  prison  discipline— 
which  I  had  not  the  heart  to  oondemn. 

POOR  LAW  (HETEOPOLIS)  —  POLAND 
STREET  WORKHOUSE— UB.  BLISS. 

Lord  ALGERNON  FEBOT  asked 

the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  the  Guardians  of  the 
Poland  Street  Workhouse  of  the  West- 
minster Union  have  unanmously  decided 
to  suspend  Mr.  W.  J.  D.  Bliss  from  the 
office  of  master  of  that  workhouse  ;  whe- 
ther the  Local  Government  Board  have 
confirmed,  or  propose  to  confirm,  that 
suspension;  and,  how  soon  thmr  deci- 
sion will  be  made  known  ? 

Mb.  GEOBGE  BUSSfiLL :  It  is  true 
that  the  Guardians  of  the  Westminster 
Union  unanimously  suspended  Mr.  Bliss 
from  the  of&oe  of  Master  of  the  Poland 
Street  Workhouse.  We  have  since  oom> 
municated  wiUi  Mr.  Bliss  and  the  Guar- 
dians on  the  subject;  and  ontiie  2$th 
of  this  month  we  received  from  the 
Guardians  their  reply  to  the  explanation 
which  had  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Bliss. 
That  letter  is  now  under  our  considera- 
tion, and  we  will  very  shortly  inform 
the  Guardians  of  our  decision. 

INLAND  REVENUE -THE  INCOME  TAX 
—ASSESSMENTS  UNDER  SCHEDULE  D. 

Mb.  LEAHY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  If  he  is  aware  that  it  is 
the  practice  of  Mr.  Turner,  surveyor  of 
taxes  at  Tralee,  and  other  surveyors  in 
Ireland,  to  increase,  year  after  year,  the 
assessment  for  income  tax  on  traders 
under  Schedule  D,  without  assigning 
any  reason  for  so  doing  until  appealel 
against,  at  very  considerable  trouble  and 
expense  to  the  trader ;  and,  whether, 
when  the  assessment  is  once  fixed,  it 
can  be  so  arbitrarily  increased  by  those 
officers  ? 

MB.OOUIITNET:  This  Question  only 
appeared  on  the  Paper  to-day.  Assess- 
ments under  Schedule  D  are  only  fixed 
for  one  year,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  t^e 
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surveyors  to  iaoreaee  them  if  they  ap- 
pear to  be  insufficient,  ample  opportunity 
of  appeal  againet  such  increase  being 
given  by  law.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
oommunicate  to  me  the  particulars  of 
any  case  of  apparently  arbitrary  assess- 
ment  at  Tralee  it  shall  be  at  once  ia- 
quired  into. 

IBELAKD— THE  UU8EUU  OF  SOIENOE 

AND  ART,  DUBLIN. 

Mb.  MAURICE  BROOKS  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he 
can  say  if  some  one  of  the  architectural 
plans  for  the  Science  and  Art  Museum, 
Dublin,  will  be  adopted  before  the  Pro- 
rogation of  Parliament  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  I  hope  it  may  be 
possible  to  decide  this  matter  before  the 
Honse  rises ;  but  I  can  give  no  promise, 
as  the  deoiuon  depends,  in  part  at 
least,  on  the  result  of  certain  valuations 
now  bmng  made. 

Ub.  DAWSON  :  Seeing  the  great 
del^  there  is  in  getting  a  building  up 
in  Dublin,  and  seeing  the  promptoeu 
with  which  the  Pirst  Commissioner  of 
Works  is  going  to  proceed  with  the 
works  at  Westminster  Hall,  I  would  ask 
him  whether  he  would  not  take  the  Irish 
Museum  into  his  hands  also  ? 

EGYPT— THE  MUDIR  HUSSEIN  WASIF. 
Mb.  LABOnCHEBE  asked  the  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  he  has  noticed  the  following 
statement,  in  a  Deapatch  from  Mr.  Clif- 
ford Lloyd  to  Mr.  Egerton,  dated  Uth 
May  1884  :— 

"In  the  early  days  of  SeptemW  1883  a 
serioas  robbery  had  been  committed  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Garbieh.  The  mudir  acoordiogly  ar- 
reated  about  seventy  penoni  of  the  localitv, 
incladiog  many  sheiks  and  other  xeqiectalue 
peraona.  They  were  all  put  in  prison,  and 
Tortured  in  the  moat  barbarona  manner.  They 
were  thnmbscreved,  tied  up  to  beams  bv  their 
ieet  and  by  their  fingers,  and  were  kour\>aahed 
to  sach  an  extent  t£at  two  unfortuoate  men 
were  aaid  to  hare  died  under  the  op6tati<m.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  succeeded  in 
getting  an  English  Officer,  attached  to  the  Mi- 
niatry  of  the  laterior,  sent  down  to  assist  the 
mudir  in  the  inquiry  he  was  making.  The 
result  of  this  inquiry  proved  that  there  was  no 
evidfrnce  of  any  description  against  any  of  Uia 
accused,  but  that  many  of  them  had  been  forced, 
under  torture  by  the  mudir' s  subordinates,  to 
lien  prapued  confessions,  implicating  them- 
■erves  and  otiier  prisonors  in  the  robbery.  I 
have  bat  to  add  that  it  was  only  by  calling  for 
the  support  of  our  Government  that  I  was  able 
to  obtun  the  removal  U  this  mndir,  who  was 


immediately  promoted  to  1>e  Qovamor  General 
of  Eastern  Soudan ;  " 

whether,  in  the  original  Despatch,  the 
name  of  this  mudir  was  suppressed  ;  and, 
if  not,  why  it  is  in  the  published  Docu- 
ment; and,  whether  he  can  give  the 
House  some  lusuranoe  that  this  official 
ia  no  longer  employed  by  the  Egyptian 
Government  either  as  a  governor  or  as  a 
mndir,  or  in  any  other  capacity  ? 

Ma.  HEALY,  before  this  Question 
was  answered,  said,  he  would  like  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  he  was 
aware  t^t  there  was  no  esaentiBl  differ- 
ence between  the  conduct  of  the  Mudir 
and  Mr.  Clifford  Uoyd's  own  conduct  in 
Ireland  ? 

Me.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  That 
is  not  a  proper  Question  to  be  asked. 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
The  name  of  the  Mudir  referred  to  is 
not  given  in  the  original  despatch  ;  but 
the  evidence  shows  him  to  have  been 
Hussein  Wasif  Pasha,  who,  as  I  have 
already  informed  the  House,  ia  no  longer 
in  the  employment  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (lEELAND)— 

ARREST  OF  MB.  CHANCE. 
Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Is  he  aware  that  Mr.  Chance  wholly 
denies  the  allegations  of  the  policeman 
who  arrested  him,  and  declared  that,  on 
seeing  Alice  Carroll,  he  at  once  told  her 
he  was  solicitor  for  Mr.  O'Brien,  M.P., 
and  that  he  wanted  her  evidence  about 
Bolton,  and  that  he  denies  the  statement 
about  being  sent  by  Mallon  ;  and,  will 
the  Government  grant  an  inquiry,  sworn 
or  otherwise,  into  the  arrest,  or  rely 
solely  on  the  policeman's  version  of  the 
matter? 

Mb.  TBEVELYAK  :  This  Question, 
the  hon.  Member  knows,  only  appeared 
this  morning;  but  I  think  I  have  an 
adequate  answer  to  it.  There  are 
two  ways  in  which  a  person  in  the 
position  of  a  constable  acting  wrongly 
may  be  dealt  with.  He  may  be  dealt 
with  criminally,  if  the  case  comes  within 
the  law;  or  he  may  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Hmd  of  the  IDepartment  by  way  of 
punishment  or  dismissal.  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  I  am  advised  that  the  con- 
stable cannot  be  proceeded  against  cri- 
minally, and  the  other  branch  of  the 
case  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Chief 
Oommisuoner.   Assuming  jliat  the  con- 
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stable  vas  told  by  the  OarroUs  what  he 
Bays  he  waa  told,  I  see  no  reason  for 
holding  that  he  acted  otherwise  than  he 
ought.  He  had  a  most  responsible  duty 
to  discharge,  and  I  think  he  acted  as  he 
was  in  dufy  bound  to  act.  If  the  arrest 
was  unwarranted,  and  if  Mr.  Chance 
feels  aggrieved,  as  I  hear  he  does,  he 
may  take  an  action  against  the  constable 
for  unwarranted  arrMt,  and  so  elioit  the 
facts  on  oath. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  If  he  takes  such  an 
aoticm,  will  (he  GoTemment  defend  him 
and  pay  his  damages  ? 

[No  reply.] 

ITALY- CONFISCATION  OP  THE  PEO- 
FAOANDA  PROPEBTT. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  asked  the  Krst 
Lord  of  the  l&easury,  Whether  he  has 
"hwsa  informed  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
Irish  Catholic  Hierarchy,  against  the 
confiscation  of  the  Propaganda  property 
in  Italy;  and,  whether  any  communica- 
tions, in  reference  to  the  Propaganda 
property,  have  been  addressed  by  the 
British  Govemment  to  the  Government 
of  Italy  since  questions  on  the  subject 
were  asked  in  this  House  three  months 
ago? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  not  any 
particular  cognizance  of  the  resolutions 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers ;  but 
I  am  aware  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Hierarchy  consider  themselves  and  their 
Ohujch  materially  aggrieved.  That  is 
the  substantial  part  of  the  Question. 
With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  it,  I 
have  to  say  that  the  British  Ambassador 
in  Borne  was  directed,  some  time  back, 
to  make  any  representations  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  Italy  which  he  could  make 
with  propriety  and  which  might  appear 
to  be  useful.  He  was  also  instructed  to 
have  some  regard  to  what  was  done  by 
the  Eepresentatives  of  the  other  Powers. 
The  Ambassador  has  not  seen  any  such 
opportunity  ;  and  I  am  informed  that  no 
Power  has  been  in  a  position  to  make 
representations  to  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject. 

Mb.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  whether  the 
United  States  Congress  did  not  passBe- 
solutions  on  the  subject,  and  has  not  the 
Ambassador  of  the  United  States  taken 
action,  if  no  other  Power  has  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  really  not 
aware  what  Besolutions  the  United 
States  Congress  passed ;  but  if  they  did 
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pass  snoh  a  Besolution,  it  wonM  not  in 
any  degree  modify  the  statement  I  have 
made,  which  was  with  regard  to  repre- 
sentations of  the  Powers  to  the  Italian 

Government. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  on  the  Diplomatic  Vote  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell^  will  call  farther  attention  to  this 
subject. 

EGYPT— THE  OONFEKENGE. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETT  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  "Whe- 
ther he  will  now  state  to  the  House  the 
nature  of  the  financial  proposals  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  the  Con- 
ference in  order  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
bombardment  of  Alexandria  and  the 
evacuation  of  the  Soudan,  and  restore 
equilibrium  to  the  Egyptian  Budget  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  on  this  occasion  done  what  he 
has  done  on  some  other  occasions — he 
compels  me  to  repeat  an  answer  which  I 
have  given  him  formerly,  and  in  regard 
to  which  I  have  no  option.  It  would 
be  a  breach  of  understanding  and  a 
breach  of  faith  with  the  Conference,  in- 
dependently of  anything  else,  if  uiy 
communication  with  regaird  to  the  pro- 
ceedings within  it  were  made  during  the 
time  mat  Conference  has  its  sitting. 
But  I  may  take  the  opportunity  which 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
affords  me  to  say  with  much  regret,  and 
to  my  own  disappointment  and  to  that 
of  the  House,  that  the  Conference  which 
met  to-day  waa  informed  by  the  French 
Ambassador  that  he  was  not  in  poEsea- 
sion  of  snffloient  instructions,  and  that 
he  had  to  request  a  further  adjournment 
until  Saturday.  To  that  request,  under 
the  circumstances,  there  could  be  bnt 
one  answer ;  and  perhaps  I  may  say  this 
— though  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a  disap- 
pointment to  the  House  to  receive  the 
mtelligence — yet  those  who  have  paid 
attention  to  what  has  been  passing  in 
France  within  the  last  few  days  wiU  be 
prepared  for  it—it  will  be  seen  that  the 
French  Cabinet  has  been  placed  in  a 
peculiar  position  with  regard  to  domestic 
concerns. 

SiB  STAFFORD  NOETHCOTE:  In 
consequence  of  that  answer  I  am  obliged 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what 
course  he  proposes  to  take  with  a  view 
of  giving  the  House  an  opportunity, 
before  the  Prorogation,  of  pronouncing 
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an  opialon  on  tlw  prooeediogs  of  the 
Conference  ? 

Ms.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  afraid,  Sir, 
it  would  be  premature  if  I  were  to  en- 
deaTonr  to  explain  precisely  the  course 
of  the  prooeediD^  we  should  adopt  until 
the  Conference  shall  arrire  at  a  decision. 
We  shall  not  lose  a  moment  after  that ; 
but  I  am  in  the  confident  hope  that  the 
House  will  not  be  put  to  any  practical 
incoQTeuience.  We  shall  not  lose  a 
moment  in  telling  the  House  both  what 
the  Conference  has  done,  and  likewise 
what  we  intend  to  do,  with  a  view  to 
redeeming  the  pledge  which  I  gave  the 
right  hon.  G-entleman. 

Sib  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Geotleman  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  it  is  probable  that  he  will 
have  to  submit  a  proposal  to  the  House 
upon  which  its  judgment  will  have  to 
be  taken  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  No,  Sir;  I  think 
it  would  not  be  adrantageous  to  state 
what  is  probable  or  what  is  improbable, 
for  it  wonld  probably  be  the  cause  of 
further  disappointment. 

Mb.  ASflMEAD-BAETLETT:  With 
regard  to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  the  reason  for  declining 
to  answer  my  Ouestion  as  to  the  financial 
proposals  was  that  it  would  be  a  breach 
of  laith  with  the  Conference,  I  beg  to 
ask  him  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
out  of  the  four  main  heads  of  the 
proposals  now  before  the  Powers, 
three— namely,  that  with  regard  to  the 
evacuation  by  the  Sritish  troops ;  that 
of  the  extra  powers  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  Debt  Commissionerfi;  and  that 
with  regard  to  the  neutralization  of 
Egypt  and  the  Canal — have  already  been 
before  this  House ;  and  whether  he  will 
explain  what  reasons  exist  for  consid»- 
ing  that  the  communication  of  the  finan- 
cial proposals  to  the  Hoiue  would  be  a 
greater  breach  of  faith  than  the  com- 
munication of  the  other  proposals? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  The  other  pro- 
posals are  not  before  the  Conference. 
The  financial  proposals  are. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD  -  BARTLETT  :  I 
would  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
the  House  is  to  understand  that  the  state- 
ment mode  by  him,  I  think  on  the  23rd 
of  June,  that  the  prop<»als  of  the  Go- 
Tomment  would  be  laid  before  the 
Powers,  has  not  been  carried  out? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Certainly  they 
hsva  been  commnnioated  to  the  Fowen ; 
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but  they  have  not  been  brought  before 
the  Conference,  because  the  Conference 
is  limited  to  the  objeot  whit^  was  de- 
scribed in  the  invitation. 

Mb.  BOIJKEE:  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  any  Papers  will  be  laid  on  the 
Table  at  the  same  time  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  makes  bis  Statement;  be- 
cause it  would  be  perfectly  impossible 
for  the  House  to  gain  even  a  Might 
notion  of  the  case  from  the  statements 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however 
clear  they  may  be.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  the  other  day  that  by  far 
the  most  important  part  of  these  nego- 
tiations had  taken  place  in  the  Commis- 
sion ;  and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man used  the  expression — "The  chief 
labour  with  respect  to  this  business  has 
been  performed  by  the  Commission." 
Of  course,  the  Papers  with  respect  to 
the  CommiBsion  are  now  ready.  At  any 
rate,  they  might  be  presented  at  a  few 
days*  notice ;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
Foreign  Office  will  be  prepared  with 
them  at  a  very  short  Notice. 

Ma.  SCLATER-BOOTH :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  after  the 
meeting  on  Saturday—  that  is  to  say,  on 
Monday— he  will  be  in  a  positioQ  to 
make  a  statement? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  All  I  can  say  is, 
that  I  hope  it,  and  I  expect  it.  I  can- 
not go  beyond  that.  With  reference  to 
what  I  said  of  the  Commission,  I  did  not 
say  that  the  most  important  part  of  the 
labours  was  performed  by  the  Commis- 
sion— I  think  I  said  it  was  the  most 
laborious,  requiring  time,  and  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  that  any  state- 
ment would  be  inadequate  to  the  object 
in  view  that  did  nut  deal  with  the 
operations  of  the  Commission.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say  what  Papers  will  Kb 
presented ;  but,  undoubtealy,  Papers 
giving  wluit  Her  Majesty's  Government 
may  think  a  full  view  of  the  case  will  be 
in  readiness,  and  will  be  presented  at 
once. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (METROPOLTS)— MK. 
W.  H.  SMITH'S  WATCH. 

Me.  LABOTICHERE  :  Sir,  I  do  not  see 
the  Home  Secretary  in  his  place ;  but,  as  I 
see  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, perhaps  he  will  be  able  to  answer 
my  Uuestion.  It  is.  Whether  he  has 
observed  in  the  public  Press  to-day  that 
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tbe  rigHt  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ifember 
for  Westminster  lost  bis  watch  at  a  Coa- 
aerratiTe  meeting  last  night ;  and,  whe- 
ther the  Home  Secretary  will  do  his  beat 
to  induce  the  police  to  take  measures  to 
prevent  sooh  ao  ooourrenoe  taking  place 
again  ? 

Mb.  W.'H.  smith  :  I  did  not  sup- 
pose the  hon.  Geotleman  the  Member 
lor  Northampton  would  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  brinf?  any  question  affectinfi: 
myself  personally  before  the  House.  K 
I  had  had  any  complaint  to  make  against 
the  police,  or  any  application  to  make  to 
the  Qovemment,  I  should  have  made  it 
myself.  But  I  wish  to  say  that  the  cir- 
ounistance  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
alludes  did  not  ocrur  at  the  meeting,  but 
outside  the  meetings  where  .the  hon. 
Gentleman's  friends  objected  to  my 
entering  the  meeting. 

THE  HAaierrRAOT  (Ireland)— mb. 

CUFFOED  LLOYD. 

Me.  HEA.lt  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If  the  Government  have 
come  to  any  decision  as  to  the  future 
employment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  must  appeal  to 
the  hon.  Member  to  postpone  this  Ques- 
tion until  Monday.  I  have  only  seen  it 
this  morning,  and  Lord  Spencer  is  not  in 
town. 

PAELIAMENT  —  BUSINESS    OF  THE 
HOTTSE-COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY- 
STANDING  ORDEE  426a. 
Ma.  GLADSTONE,  in  whose  name 

the  following  Notice  of  Motion  stood  on 

the  Paper : — 

"  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Sesnon,  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  27th  November,  1883, 
relating  to  IToticea  on  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  be  extended 
to  Friday  and  Saturday," 

said :  I  wish  to  postponemy  Motion  until 
to-morrow,  in  order  that  we  may  ac- 
quaint ourselves  more  fully  with  the  de- 
Bire  of  the  House  upon  the  subjpct. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
whether  he  can  say  when  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  will  be  taken ;  and,  whether  he 
will  undertake  that  when  it  is  taken  it 
will  be  with  Notice  ?  It  would  be  an 
immense  convenience  to  a  number  of  hon. 
Members  if  he  coidd  do  so. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  afraid  that 
until  I  am  able  to  make  the  oommonioa* 
turn  to  the  House  about  the  Oonferenoe, 
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on  which  the  course  of  Business  will 
somewhat  depend,  it  would  be  idle  to 
give  any  undertaking  about  the  date  of 
taking  the  Diplomatic  Vote. 

LoBD  BA^mOLPH  OHUBOHILL: 
I  cannot  see  what  connection  there\ifl 
between  the  Conference  and  the  Dip- 
lomatic Vote. 

Me.  GLADSTONE  :  The  Conference 
may  lead  to  a  statement,  and  a  statement 
to  a  debate;  for  a  Notice  of  Motion 
might  be  given  asking  the  Government 
for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  they 
have  already  made,  and  that  might 
render  it  necessary  to  interrupt  the  course 
of  Business. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
The  Prime  Minister  will  not  take  the 
Diplomatic  Vote  without  Notice  P 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  No,  Sir. 

PAELIAMElffT-HOUSE  OP  COMUONB- 
VENTILATION  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mn.  BORLASE :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  GK>Temment 
Board,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  horrible  smells  in  the 
"Aye"  Lobby  of  this  House  to-day, 
and  to  the  danger  that  must  accrue  to 
the  Party  therefrom  ? 

SiE  CHARLES  W.  DILKE:  The 
matter  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
me.  I  understood,  however,  that  the 
First  Commissioner  of  "Works  had  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  Re- 
port of  that  Committee. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say,  as  Chairman  of  that 
Committee,  that  theCommittee  sat  on  two 
occasions  and  took  evidence ;  but  were 
not  able  to  trace  the  cause  of  the  nui- 
sance. They  have,  however,  requested 
further  assistance  to  be  given  them  in 
the  Recess  in  order  to  trace  the  origin 
of  these  smells. 

Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE :  I  may 
sfiy  that,  although  I  have  not  seen  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  I  have  already 
instructed  the  Local  GoTemment  Board 
to  place  Inspectors  at  the  serrice  of  the 
Committee. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS   OF  THE 
HOUSE— BUBOH  POUCE  AND 
HEALTH  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Gehsral  Sib  GEORGE  BAIWUB: 
In  tiie  absence  of  the  hon.  and  leaned 
Member  fbr  Stafford  (Mi.  H'Laren),  I 
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be^  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether 
he  iatends  to  proceed  further  this  Ses- 
non  with  the  Buigh  Police  and  Health 
(Scotland)  BiU? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B, 
Balfouk)  :  Having  regard  to  what 
passed  in  the  discassion  on  Tuesday 
night,  we  could  not  hope,  in  the  short 
period  of  this  Session  whioh  remaios, 
to  pass  this  Bill  through  both  Houses 
of  Parliament;  and,  therefore,  we  are 
reluctantly  obliged  to  aband^m  the  in- 
tenticm  of  |ff04»eding  further  with  it 
now.   [Mr.  wabton;  Hear,  hear!] 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
MAJOR  KITCHENER. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  true  that  tbe 
friendly  tribes  near  Agig  on  the  Red 
Sea  have  been  massacred  by  O^man 
Digna's  followers ;  and,  whether  Major 
Kitchener  has  f^one  to  Dongola  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  TITZMAURICE  : 
No,  Sir  ;  it  is  not  true  that  the  friendly 
tribes  have  been  massacred.  Major 
Kitchener  has  gone  to  Dongola  in  order 
to  open  communications  with  the  Kaba- 
Insh  Arabs.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
refer  to  "Egypt,  No.  25,  1884,"  ^age 
113,  be  will  find  Papers  on  the  subject. 

INDIA  — REVENUE  SETTLEMENT 
DEPA  RTMENT— NATIVE 
APPOINTilENTS. 

Me.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  he  can  inform  the  House  what 
the  answer  was  which  was  given  to  a 
Memorial  or  Letter  forwarded  by  Mr. 
Bongiah  Naider  Garu  in  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Tarraot  and 
Thomhill  to  offices  in  the  Revenue 
Settlement  Departmeot,  which  offices 
the  writer  of  the  Memorial  is  said  to 
contend  are  by  the  terms  of  the  Royal 
Proclamation  coofined  to  Indian  Na- 
tives ;  and,  whether  it  is  the  case  that 
the  noble  Lord,  the  former  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  desired  that  such  in- 
iractions  of  the  Proclamation  should  be 
pointed  out  to  him? 

Me.  J.  K.  CROSS :  On  the  9th  of 
June  I  informed  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cavan  County  (Mr.  Biggar)  that  Mr. 
Garu's  letter  had  been  returned  to  him 
Sat  submission  through  the  Government 
of  Madras,  in  aooonlaiioe  wiUi  fixed 


rules.  The  Secretary  of  State  in  Coun- 
cil has  disallowed  the  appointments  of 
Messrs.  Tarrant  and  Thornhill,  which 
were  made  by  the  Madras  Government, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Natives  of  India  have  no  ex- 
clusive right  to  such  appointments  in 
the  Revenue  Settlement  Department, 
nor  is  there  any  Royal  Proclamation  to 
that  effect 

ORDERS  OF  TBB  DAY. 

SUPPLY— OIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — MHgidared  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justicb. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"Thatasum,notezceediDg  £49,031, be  grranted 
to  Her  Mfneoty.  to  complete  the  eum  necessary 
to  defray  toe  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
Slst  day  of  March  1885,  of  Criminal  ProBecu- 
tions  and  ot^er  Law  Charges  ia  Ireland,  in- 
cluding certain  allowances  under  the  Act  16  Sc 
16  Vict,  c  83." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Ques- 
tion proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £45,031,'  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  oomplete  the  Bum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  woich  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  of  Crimiaiil  Fro- 
HtiCutionB  and  othor  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  IS 
&  16  Vict  c.  83."— (Jfr.  SmaU.) 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  wished,  in  a 
few  words,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
ts^ to  a  case  whioh  had  been  under  Uie 
notice  of  the  Irish  Executive  Govern- 
ment for  the  last  six  months,  but  in  re- 
gard to  which  it  had  been  found  impos- 
sible to  extract  from  them,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  any  other  than  a  for- 
mal answer.  He  referred  to  the  case  of 
a  man  called  Brian  Kilmartin,  who  was 
now  undergoing  penal  servitude  for  life 
at  Chatham.  The  facts  of  the  case  were 
these.  On  the  5th  of  April,  1882.  a 
land  bailiff,  named  Kernaghan,  was  shot 
at,  at  10  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  Island 
of  Arran,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  The 
year  previously  the  same  bailiff  had  been 
shot  at,  and  a  man  named  Yamey  was 
accused  of  the  crime,  and  put  on  his 
trial ;  but,  although  the  bailiff  Kerna- 
ghan positively  Bwwd  that  Vam^  com- 

2  Q  2         Digiiized  by  Google 


1191  Supply—Civil 


(OOMMOMS)  8»rvie»  E$limakt.  U9i 


mitted  the  offence,  the  jury  acquitted 
bim.  On  the  5th  of  April,  1882,  this 
bailiff  was  shot  at  a  second  time,  and, 
on  his  information,  Brian  Kilmartin 
iras  arrested,  and  lodged  in  gaol.  He 
bad  been  placed  upon  his  trial  in  the 
month  of  December  at  the  Winter 
Assises  at  Sligo,  and,  on  the  unsupported 
eridenoe  of  Kernaghan,  he  was  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  penal  servitude 
for  life.  He  must  go  back  now  to  what 
happened  in  the  month  of  May,  1882. 
A  young  man  named  Thomas  Gauly, 
between  whom  and  Kilmartin  there  was 
s  strong  personal  resemblanoe,  and  who 
readed  on  the  Island  of  Arran  with  bis 
mother,  was  evicted  by  Kernaghan.  He 
suddenly  fied  from  the  Island  and  went 
to  America,  without  telling  his  friends 
anything  of  his  intention.  He  lived  at 
Boston  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  whioh 
time  he  died.  On  his  death-bed  he  sent 
for  a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman,  the 
Bev.  Father  Curran ;  and  a  little  before 
his  death,  under  the  tremendous  sanction 
of  the  last  Sacrament,  he  confessed 
that  he  was  the  man  who  shot  the 
bailiff  Kernaghan,  and  that  he  was  the 
man  who  had  committed  the  crime  for 
which  Brian  KilmaHin  was  now  ua- 
dei^ing  his  sentence  of  penal  servi- 
tude for  life.  Father  Ourran  reported 
the  matter  to  his  eodleaiastioal  Ohief,  the 
Arobbishop  of  Boston,  at  whose  recom- 
mendation Father  Ourran  lodged  an 
affidavit,  embodying  the  faots,  with  the 
British  Vice  OonsuL  The  Oommittee 
bad,  therefore,  these  three  facts — ^first, 
the  statement  of  the  doctor  who  at- 
tended the  young  man  Gauly;  secondly, 
a  certificate  of  his  death  and  burial ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  affidavit  from  the  Bev. 
Father  Ourran  that  a  man,  in  confession, 
bad  made  a  statement  that  he  was  the 
person  who  bad  fired  the  shot.  There 
was  also  a  certificate  from  the  Arch- 
bishop of  BoHton  that  Father  Curran 
was  duly  ordained,  and  that  any  state- 
ment he  made  was  worthy  of  oom|>lete 
belief.  These  documents  fully  established 
the  guilt  of  Gauly,  and  the  innocence  of 
Kilmartin.  Several  months  ago  he  (Mr. 
Bextoo)  had  called  attention  to  the  case 
at  the  instance  of  the  Bev.  Father 
O'Donoghue,  the  parish  priest  of  the 
Island  of  Arran,  who  was  thoroughly 
convinced  that  Gauly  was  the  man  who 
fired  the  shot ;  that  the  man  now  nnder- 
going  penal  servitude  bad  nothing  to  do 
wiUi  the  matter;  but  that  it  was  a  dear 
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case  of  mistaken  identity.  He  had  fre- 
quently applied  to  the  righthon.  Gentle- 
man the  Ohief  Secretary  to  know  what 
was  to  be  done ;  but,  up  to  the  present^ 
he  had  failed  to  receive  anything  beyond 
a  formal  answer.  He  thought  that  was 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  extracting 
from  the  Government  a  statement  of 
their  intentions ;  and  be  would  impress 
upon  the  Committee  that  there  were  two 
points  which  went  a  long  way  towards 
establishing  Kilmartin's  innocence.  In 
the  first  place,  the  batUff  Kernaghan 
must  have  been  a  person  with  a  very  d»> 
feotive  power  of  identification ;  because, 
having  been  fired  at  on  a  previooa  ocoa- 
sion,  ha  fully  identified  a  partioalar 
person  as  the  man  who  fired  at  him; 
but  the  man  was  nnanimously  acquitted 
by  the  jury.  The  time  at  which  the 
shot  was  fired  was  10  o'clock  on  a  very 
dark  night,  when  the  identification  m 
the  assailant  must  have  been  a  matter 
of  difficulty,  if  not  of  impossibility. 
There  was  a  further  fact,  that  the  man 
Gauly  fled  from  the  Island  soon  after 
the  arrest  of  Kilmartin ;  that  he  was  a 
man  who,  in  his  personal  appearance, 
strongly  resembled  Kilmartin ;  and  that 
he,  together  with  his  wife  and  mother, 
had  been  evicted  from  their  farm  by  tbia 
very  bailiff.  Further,  there  waa  con- 
clusive evidence  that  he  had  confessed 
his  guilt  to  the  Boman  OathoUo  ole^y- 
man  who  attended  bim,  and  who  ad- 
ministered to  him  the  last  rites  of  the 
Church.  He  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  never 
heard  a  more  conclusive  case;  and  he 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  in- 
form  the  Committee  what  he  proposed 
to  do  with  regard  to  it. 

Ma.  TREVELTAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  has  given  an 
account  of  the  additional  dooumenta  with 
perfect  accuracy,  so  far  as  Gauly*8  con- 
fession, which  was  made  some  little  tame 
before  his  death,  is  concerned  ;  and  I  am 
also  ready  to  admit  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  not  spoken  too  highly  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  fiev.  Father  Curran,  who  is 
a  gentleman  beyond  all  suapioion ;  but  I 
am,  nevertheless,  obliged  to  give  an  un- 
favourable answer  to  the  appeal  whidk 
has  been  made  to  me.  The  case  has 
been  very  car^lly  gone  tbrongb,  as  is 
necessary  when  the  only  fresh  element 
in  the  matter  is  a  declaration  of  guilt, 
unsupported  by  other  cireamstances  <m 
the  part  of  a  person  who  has  not  been 
tried.  ItmnstbequiteclMrtohoiLUem- 
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bers  tiiat  the  mere  foot  of  the  c<mfes8ion 
is  not  Bufficient  to  absolre  a  person  who 
has  had  a  regular  trial,  because  it  is  a 
very  oommon  thing  for  persoos  to  charge 
themselves  with  crime.  [Mr.  Sexton  : 
On  their  death  bed?]  Such  a  thing  is 
Bot  unknown  at  all.  Ferscms  hare  been 
known  to  charge  themselves  with  crimes 
even  upon  their  death  bed,  especially  in 
cases  where  it  is  possible  that  the  person 
who-made  the  declaration  may  not  have 
regarded  tiie  act  as  highly  criminid,  and 
where  his  feeling  for  the  person  who 
had  been  condemned  on  account  of  such 
act  was  a  feeling  of  genuine  synuiathy 
and  pity,  and  not  impossibly  of  admira- 
tion. That  being  so,  it  was  necessary 
to  go  into  the  ease  very  carefully,  and 
to  see  what  bearing  this  declaration  of 
Gauly's  had  on  the  evidence.  The  case 
was  carefully  gone  into  by  the  Judge 
who  tried  it.  All  the  papers  were  sent 
to  the  Chief  Seeretary,  whose  sole  func- 
tion it  is  to  represent  the  mercy  of  the 
Grown,  and  the  power  which  the  Grown 
has  d  re-trying  the  case.  [Mr.  Sexton  : 
"Who  was  the  Judge  who  tried  it  ?] 
JndgeLawson.  \_Or%e$  of  "Oh!"  from 
the  Irith  JVtfjniM-*.]  Yes;  Judge  Law- 
son,  than  whom,  I  must  say,  there  is  no 
ftbler  nor  juater  Judge.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant went  carefully  into  the  case  him- 
self; and  as  an  application  had  been 
made  to  me  in  this  Houae,  and  aa  it  was 
not  improbable  that  the  question  would 
come  before  the  House  upon  the  Esti- 
mates, His  £xe^ency  submitted  the 
papers  to  me,  and  I  studied  them  with 
great  care.  I  may  say  that  I  entirely 
ooBCUT  with  the  judgment  of  His  Ex- 
cellency and  of  Judge  Ijawson  that  the 
case  stands  quite  complete,  and  separate 
from  the  confession  of  Gauly,  and  that 
that  oonfessioD  does  not  sbahe  the  case 
as  it  stands  in  the  very  least  particular. 
I  regret  very  much  that  this  decision 
has  been  come  to ;  but  we  have  felt  our- 
selves bound  to  arrive  at  it;  and  I  do 
not  consider  that  the  House  of  Gommons 
is  a  place  where  cases  can  be  tried  over 
i^in.  I  cannot,  in  the  least,  concur 
in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  evidence  of  the  bailiff  was  unsup- 
ported. I  think  it  was  supported  by 
very  material  testimony  indeed.  I  re- 
peat that  I  am  sorzy  Hia  Excellenoy  had 
to  arrive  at  this  decision ;  bat  I  believe 
he  could  arrive  at  no  other. 

Mb.  sexton  was  bound  to  say  that 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  (ientie- 


man  was  very  different  from  that  which 
he  had  a  right  to  expect.  It  was  ex- 
tremely disappointing  in  its  result,  and 
very  extraordinary  in  its  substance ;  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given 
such  careful  and  exhaustive  study  to  the 
case,  he  might  have  spoken  for  five 
minutes  locger  at  the  Table  for  the  pur- 
pose of  informing  the  Committee  what 
the  points  were  vhich  had  induced  the 
Government  to  arrive  at  that  decision. 
The  right  hon.  Gentieman  said  that  the 
identification  of  this  unfortunate  man  by 
Kemaghan,  the  bulifif,  was  not  unsup- 
ported ;  but  he  had  not  told  the  Oom- 
mittee  how  it  was  supported.  His  (ICr. 
Sexton's)  opinion  was  that  in  the  essential 
facts  of  the  identification  the  evidence 
of  the  bailiff,  Kemaghan,  stood  alone. 
On  a  previous  occasion,  the  same  man, 
having  been  shot  at,  fully  identified  a 
man  named  Vamey  as  his  assailant ;  but 
the  identification  was  so  weak,  and  so 
littie  worthy  of  credence,  that,  although 
the  bailiff  swore  positivdy,  and  the  jury 
had  both  men  before  them,  one  in  the 
dock  and  the  other  in  the  witness-box, 
they  unanimously  gave  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal. How  did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman explain  that  factf  There  was 
another  fact;  this  youth  Gauly,  who 
died  in  Boston,  had  been  evicted  from 
his  farm,  together  with  his  mother,  a  fisv 
months  before  the  baiUff  was  fired  at, 
and  evicted,  too,  at  the  hands  of  tiiis 
very  individual.  Tha«  they  had  evi- 
dence of  motive  in  regard  to  the  man 
who  confessed  his  guilt.  It  was  not 
asserted  that  Xilmartin,  or  any  member 
of  his  family,  ever  suffered  any  wrong 
at  the  hands  of  Kemaghan ;  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  man  Gauly  had 
sustained  a  grievous  wrong  at  the  hands 
of  the  bailiff.  How  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  deal  with  the  sudden  flight 
of  Gauly  ?  There  was  no  doubt  that 
Gauly  had  suddenly  fled  from  the  coun- 
try, without  informing  hie  family  or  hia 
friends  where  he  was  going.  Then, 
again,  was  it  denied  that  there  was 
a  strong  physical  resemblance  between 
the  youth  Gauly.  who  fled  to  America, 
and  the  man  Kilmartin,  now  lying 
in  Ohatham  Oaol  ?  Was  it  denied  that 
the  attack  took  place  at  10  o'clock  on 
a  dark  night,  when  even  the  ahazpest 
man  might  very  well  have  been  mia- 
taken  ?  The  right  hon.  (Jentieman  had 
said  that  it  was  common  for  persons, 
who  were  ill  or  dying,  itwsk  motives  of 
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sympathy,  or  admiratioa  for  prieoners 
who  were  found  guilty  of  crime,  to  make 
statementa  which  were  untrue.  He 
thought  that  Buoh  a  case  would  be  heard 
of  Tory  rarely  indeed ;  and  would  any- 
body who  was  acquainted  with  the  Ca- 
thohc  religion,  who  knew  that  a  man  on 
the  point  of  death,  oonfessing  to  his 
priest  under  the  sacred  seal  of  the  Sacra- 
ment, the  moat  solemn  and  awful  cere- 
mony known  to  persons  who  professed 
the  Boroan  Catholic  faith— would  any- 
body tell  him  that  a  man,  under  such 
oirottmstances,  would  be  prepared  to 
enter  eternity,  and  appear  before  his 
ICaker  with  a  falsehood  upim  his  lips, 
or  tliat  he  would  accuse  himself  of  a 
crime  which  he  had  not  committed, 
necessarily  believing  that  such  an  ac- 
cusation would  condemn  him  to  eternal 
damnation  ?  Any  man  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  forms  of  the  Catholic 
roligion  must  be  of  opinion  that  the 
confession  made  to  Father  Curran  was 
a  sincere  and  honest  confession  of  guilt, 
and  must  be  driven  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  youth  Gauly,  who  died  in  Bos- 
ton, was  the  man  who  fired  the  shot, 
and  not  the  unfortunate  man  who  was 
now  undergoing  penal  servitude  for  life. 
On  considering  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, documentary  and  otherwise,  only 
one  conclusion  could  be  arrived  at. 

Mr.  JACOB  BBIOHT  confessed  that 
he  had  heard  the  reply  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  with  regret. 
The  right  hon.  Gl«ntleman  did  not  seem 
to  imply  that  there  could  be  any  doubt 
as  to  the  facts.  This  was  the  first  he 
had  heard  of  the  case ;  but,  from  the 
statementa  which  had  been  made,  it 
certainly  appeared  to  him  far  more 
probable  that  the  man  Kilmartin  was 
not  guilty  of  the  crime.  The  probability 
was  extremely  strong  that  a  confession 
made  upon  a  death-bed  waa  a  true  con- 
fession  ;  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the 
case  might  not  be  ended  in  that  House, 
but  that  there  might  yet  be  some  fresh 
inquiry.  It  was  not  very  long  ago  that 
in  England  a  man  imprisoned  for  mur- 
der was  released  from  imprisonment 
upon  the  confession  of  a  man  named 
Peace,  who  was  himself  of  notoriously 
bad  character  and  a  convicted  murderer. 
The  case  was  inquired  into,  and  Peace's 
confession  was  accepted.  In  this  case 
the  doubt  was  in  favour  of  Ihe  prisoner ; 
and  if  there  were  to  be  an  error  at  all, 
it  waa  far  better  that  it  should  not  be 


I  on  the  side  of  keeping  an  innocent  man 

in  prison. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  he 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  take 
up  the  matter  seriously.  He  had  no 
doubt  in  his  own  mind  that  the  man 
now  in  prison  under  a  sentence  of  penal 
servitude  for  life  was  as  innocent  of 
firing  at,  and  attempting  to  murder  the 
bailiff,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  himself.  He  had  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that 
all  the  circumstances,  apart  Arom  any 
case  of  proof  accepted  at  the  trial, 
showed  that  the  man  who  had  sinoe 
then  accused  himself  must  probably  have 
been  guilty  of  the  crime  which  he  con- 
fessed ;  whereas  there  was  no  evidence 
whatever,  except  the  identification  by 
the  bailiff,  to  criminate  the  man  who 
had  been  convicted.  There  was  primd 
facts  evidence  that  the  man  who  made  the 
confession  was  guilty,  and  not  the  man 
who  was  in  gaol.  He  had  had  a  good 
deal  of  experience  from  time  to  time  in 
regard  to  this  class  of  confession — state- 
ments made  to  priests  and  others  by 
persons  on  the  point  of  death.  He 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  greatest 
solemnity  prevailed  on  such  occasions, 
and  it  was  absurd  to  present  to  him  the 
idea  that  a  Catholic  would  have  con- 
fessed to  his  priest  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  an  attempt  to  murder  an  indi- 
vidual,  for  whioh  another  person  was 
suffering  at  the  time,  if  he  was  alto- 
gether innocent,  or  that  he  would  hare 
died  leaving  his  spiritual  advuer  under 
that  impressiim.  The  impression  oon- 
veyed  to  his  mind  was  that  it  was  much 
more  likely  the  jury  and  Judge  Lawaon 
were  wrong.  To  ask  him  to  believe  that 
a  true  case  had  been  put  forward  on  the 
trial  of  Kilmartin,  or  that  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  was  right,  when  upon  his  death- 
bed, or  immediately  before  it,  the  man 
Gauly  had  confessed  to  his  priest  and 
spiritual  adviser,  under  the  seal  of  the 
Sacrament,  that  he  was  the  guilty  per- 
son, was  perfectly  absurd.  He  ventured 
to  say  that  therO  was  no  place  out- 
side the  Bouse  of  Oommons  where  a 
confession,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  not  be  received  as  the  truth. 
He  hoped  the  matter  would  not  be  lost 
sight  of  for  a  moment  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  He  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  mixing  in  disputes  of  this  kind,  or 
even  of  speaking  in  the  House  on  sub- 
jects upon  which  he  had  no  strong  feel- 
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ing ;  bat  lie  was  prepared  to  eay  deliber- 
ately— although,  of  course,  his  asser- 
tion might  be  taken  for  what  it  was 
worth — that  having  had  great  experi- 
ence in  cases  of  this  kind,  he  was  as 
convinced  as  he  was  of  bis  own  exist- 
ence that  the  individual  now  under  sen- 
teooe  of  penal  servitude  for  life  was  a 
perfectly  innocent  man,  and  that  the 
man  who  had  accused  himself  was  the 
only  giiilty  man  in  the  matter. 

Ma.  NEWDEOATE  wished  to  express 
all  possible  rospect  for  the  religious  feel- 
ings of  lum.  Members  who  prc^eased  the 
Boman  Catholic  faith.  It  was  well 
known  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  policy 
of  the  Church  of  Borne;  but  no  man 
ever  heard  him  express  any  disrespect 
for  the  religious  feelincs  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers belonging  to  that  Church,  But,  as 
an  English  Member — the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  (Mr.  Jacob  Bright) — had 
taken  the  same  view  as  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  who  had  spoken,  he  (Mr. 
Newdegate)  wished,  as  an  English  Mem- 
ber, to  express  his  sincere  hope  that  the 
House  would  not  attempt  to  arrogate  to 
itself  the  privilege  of  pardon  which  was 
vested  in  the  Crown.  Let  the  Minister  of 
the  Crown  exercise  that  privilege,  and  be 
responmble  to  the  country  for  the  exer- 
cise of  it;  but  he  deprecated  most  sin- 
cerely the  idea  of  the  House  arrogating 
to  itaelf  functions  superior  to  those  of  a 
Court  of  Law.  He  had  himself,  under 
the  Act  of  1866,  been  subjected  to  pecu- 
niary praalties  for  prosecuting  a  person 
who  arrogated  to  himself  the  right  to 
sit  in  that  House  until  he  had  gone 
through  the  fonns  prescribed  by  law. 
He  lamented  that  circumstance,  and, 
perhaps,  it  had  no  bearing  upon  the 
present  case.  This  was  a  case  in  which 
the  Crown  had  exercised  an  undoubted 
discretion  vested  in  itself,  and  in  its 
immediate  advisers ;  and  that  which  he 
deprecated  was  that  the  House  should 
attempt  to  constitute  itself  a  superior 
tribunal,  not  only  to  the  Courts  of 
Law,  but  superior  to  the  Crown,  so 
far  as  the  privileges  of  the  Crown 
were  concerned.  He  maintained  that 
if  the  House  of  Commons  was  to  lend 
itself  to  either  of  those  courses  it 
would  be  distinctly  violating  the  funda- 
ment^ terms  of  the  Constitution,  and  it 
was  upon  that  ground,  and  because  he 
held  that  the  Minister  of  the  Crown  was 
sufficiently  responsible,  that  he  could  see 
po  reason  why  the  House  should  incur 


the  dangerof  a  jiist  imputation  of  trans- 
gressing and  invading  the  functions  and 
the  duties  of  another  Estate  of  the 
Realm, 

Mr,  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
fact  that  the  position  taken  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  "Warwickshire  (Mr. 
Newdegate)  was  not  that  which  was 
taken  up  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  Oa 
the  contrary,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
weut  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  He 
would  further  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  not  at- 
tempting to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
of  the  mercy  of  the  Crown.  They  had 
no  power  to  do  so,  even  if  they  felt  in- 
clined, and  they  were  only  calling  upon 
the  Crown  to  exercise  that  mercy.  With 
regard  to  the  general  principle,  it  was 
one  of  the  platitudes  of  Parliament  that 
Parliament  was  not  a  Court  of  Appeal. 
It  was  a  platitude  which  had  no  mean- 
ing except  in  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, It  was  one  of  the  highest  Unctions 
of  that  House  to  represent  every  griev- 
ance of  every  subject  of  Her  Majesty 
throughout  the  Realm,  and  it  was 
the  right  of  every  Member  to  vea- 
tilate  those  grievances  and  see  them  re- 
dressed. If  any  hon.  Member  was  con- 
scious of  any  injustice  done  by  a  Court 
of  Law,  it  was  his  duty  to  bring  it  be- 
fore Parliament  as  a  high  Court  of  Ap- 
peal. The  platitudes  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  WarwiokBhire  had  nov 
been  as  often  repeated  as  the  celebrated 
illustration  of  xUng  CharWs  head  by 
Mr.  Dick,  which  was  so  familiar  to 
everybody.  Parliament  was  the  highest 
Court  of  Appeal  in  the  Realm,  and 
every  Member  had  a  right  to  bring  any 
case  of  grievance  into  that  Court  of  Ap- 
peal. He  had  been  much  surprised  at 
the  answer  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and 
his  surprise  was  not  unmixed  with  in- 
dignaiiun,  although  the  answer  of  the 
right  hun.  Gentleman  was  oharaoteristio 
oi  the  whole  attitude  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  Ireland.  It  was  a  mistake  to 
substitute  the  blind  fury  of  revenge  for 
the  calm  strength  of  men  who  were 
anxious  to  govurn  in  accordance  with 
justice.  TheChief  Secretary,  as  a  literary 
man,  and  accustomed  to  write  about 
various  matters,  might  be  supposed  to 
have  something  of  a  sympathetic  nature ; 
but  he  had  noticed  that  whenever  the 
Chief  Secretary  spoke  about  the  reU- 
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giotta  feelings  of  the  Trish  people  he  in- 
variably introduced  Bomething  that  was 
abfiurdly  and  grotesquely  wrong.  There 
was  not  a  man  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  feeling  of  the  Irish  people  who 
did  not  know  that  a  man  on  the  brink 
of  the  grave,  reoeiviDg  the  last  Sacra- 
ment, and  being  on  the  point  of  death, 
would  not  be  prepared  to  perjure  him- 
self. He  maintained  that  snch  an  asser- 
tion was  BO  grotesqaa  as  to  be  almost 
beyond  the  bounds  of  imagination.  He 
trusted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  pay  attention  to  these  remarks. 
[Mr.  Tebvklyan  :  I  am  doing  bo."|  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  even  an 
abler  man  than  he  gave  him  credit  for 
if  be  was  able  to  pay  attention  to  the 
debate  and  carry  on  a  conversation  at 
the  same  time.     What  he  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  asserted  was,  that  anybody 
who  had  any  acquaintance  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Irish  Catholics  would  be  pre- 
pared to  say  that  it  was  not  within  the 
Dounds  of  reason  and  probability  that  a 
man  who  was  receiving  the  last  Sacra- 
ment would  be  ^illy  of  an  atrocious 
lie,  and  perjure  himself  by  confessing  a 
crime  of  which  he  was  innocent.  He 
challenged  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicdtor 
General,  now  seated  beside  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  who,  although  not  a 
OathoUc,  l:new  something  about  Ireland 
and  Irish  Catholics — he  challenged  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  get  up 
and  say  he  agreed  with  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  it  was  at  all  probable  an  Irish 
Catholic,  receiving  the  last  Sacrament, 
and  within  a  few  hours  of  his  death, 
would  pledge  himself  to  what  he  knew 
to  be  a  wilful  lie.  That  was  a  deliberate 
challenge.     Such  an  assumption  could 
only  show  the  grotesque  ignorance  of 
the  man  who  made  it  in  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  the  Irish  people.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  were  speaking  of  the 
religious  feelings  or  sentimento  of  the 
Hindoos  or  Mahomedans  of  India,  among 
whom  he  had  spent  some  yeara  of  his 
life,  he  would  not  have  been  guilty  of 
BO  great  a  misrepresentation.    He  saw 
another  right  hon.  (Gentleman,  upon  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench,  who  was  in 
Ireland  onoe  as  Ohief  Secretary  (Sir 
Eobert  Feel).    He  appealed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  get  up  and  say  whe- 
ther he  agreed  with  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  an  Irish  Catholic,  within  a  few  mi- 
nutes of  his  death,  would  receive  the 
Sacrament  of  penance  and  forgiveness 
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for  all  his  sins,  and  then  would  add  to 
his  soul  the  sin  of  a  lie  on  bis  death  bed? 
Would  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General,,  or  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Huntingdon  (Sir  Eobert  Peel),  deny  that 
they  had  in  this  case,  besides  a  confes- 
sion made  under  solemn  and  convinciDg 
surroundings,  a  motive  on  the  part  of 
the  man  who  confessed  the  crime.  In 
the  second  place,  there  -was  the  case  of 
the  man,  which  went  to  |Hrove  the  truth 
of  his  story  as  well  as  his  own  confes- 
sion. He  had  absconded  from  the 
Island  almost  immediately  after  the 
crime  was  committed,  and  there  was  evi- 
dence that  before  doing  so  he  made  no 
communication  with  his  relatives  or 
friends.  In  the  third  place,  there  was 
the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  the  confes- 
sion, the  man  who  was  oonvicted  bore 
a  strong  resemblance  to  the  man  who 
confess*^,  and  the  fact  that  Gauly  ran 
away  in  the  interval  between  the  arrest 
of  Kilmartin  and  the  trial  was  a  strong 
additional  testimony  of  the  conscious- 
ness in  bis  mind  that  he  was  guilty. 
They  had  the  fact  that  the  men  re- 
sembled each  other,  the  further  fact  that 
the  crime  was  committed  in  a  dark  hour 
of  the  night,  that  the  identification  was 
oonfined  to  one  witness,  and  that  he  was 
a  witness  so  weidc  on  the  question  of 
identification  that  on  a  previous  oocasion. 
his  evidence  against  the  person  whom 
he  accused  of  a  similar  crime  was  dis- 
believed by  the  jury.  He  would  venture 
to  say  that  there  was  not  a  single 
Member  of  that  House  who  had  listened 
to  the  case  who  did  not  consider  that  the 
Chief  Secretary's  attitude  in  this  matter 
was  shameful  to  the  Administration  of 
which  he  was  a  Member.  He  knew  that 
a  great  deal  of  crime  had  been  commit- 
ted in  Ireland  between  the  years  1882 
and  1883.  He  deplored  the  fever  of 
crime  which  had  taken  place;  but  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  that,  as  had 
happened  in  France,  the  red  terror  had 
been  succeeded  by  a  white  terror  equally 
terrible,  so  in  Ireland  the  red  tenor  had 
been  suoceeded  by  a  white  terror,  and 
there  was  not  a  man  who  did  not  be- 
lieve Uiat  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  now  retaining  in  penal  servitude  a 
man  who  was  wholly  innocent  of  tiie 
crime  imputed  to  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAEOOXTRT :  In 
dealing  with  a  matter  of  this  kind,  it 
certainly  requires  the  calmest  exettiise 
of  judicial  uoulties,  aiuL.1  hopa  that  it 
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will  not  be  approached  in  the  spirit  of 
the  speech  to  which  we  have  just  listened. 
"We  are,  however,  used  to  the  violent 
and  abusive  language  in  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  GaTway  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  has  indulged. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  Sir  Arthur  Otway.  I 
rise  to  Order.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  expression  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  used  is  in  Order  ? 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  spoken  of  the  violent  and  abusive 
language  of  my  hon.  Friend. 

CHAIRMAN:  I  cannot  say  that 
the  words  used  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  are  out  of  Order.  I 
have  often  heard  language  to  the  same 
effect  used  in  this  House. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I 
should  like  to  know  what  hon.  Members 
opposite  would  say  if  I  applied  the 
epithet  "shameful"  to  them,  as  the 
hon.  Member  has  applied  to  the  conduct 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  ?  He  has  dis- 
tinctly charged  my  right  hon.  Friend 
and  the  Government  of  Ireland  with 
exercising  a  white  terror.  Probably  tho 
hon.  Member  does  not  consider  that 
violent  and  abusive  language.  I  do ; 
and  I  say  Uiat  habitaally  the  language 
used  by  we  hon.  Member,  and  by  hon. 
Membere  sitting  by  hinL,  towards  my 
right  hon.  Friend  is  violent,  abusive, 
and  most  unjustifiable.  [Oriea  o/  "  Oh !  " 
from  the  ln$h  Memhar$.]  Well,  that  is 
my  opinion.  I  dare  say  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  do  not  share  it.  I  am 
quite  as  much  against  white  terror  as 
hon.  Members  opposite ;  and  I  am  glad 
to  hear,  for  the  first  time,  that  they  do 
not  approve  of  red  terror.  At  the  same 
time,  I  must  say  that  I  have  heard  very 
little  from  those  hon.  Gentlemen  in  de- 
nouncing red  terror  since  I  have  been  in 
Office.  1  can  only  say  that  this  is  not 
the  spirit  in  which  a  question  of  this 
kind  is  to  be  approached.  It  is  a  very 
serioos  thing  to  reconsider,  in  a  matter 
of  this  deecription,  the  deliberate  de- 
cision of  a  Judidfld  Tribunal.  I  say,  in 
apite  of  what  has  been  affirmed  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  whether  it  be  the 
Irish  Government,  or  whether  it  be  the 
English  Government,  there  is  no  duty 
they  undertake  with  a  graver  sense  of 
Ksponsibility  than  that  of  revising  or  in- 
quiring into  the  sentences  passed  by  the 
Judges.  Although,  of  course,  I  do  not 
deny  for  a  moment  the  ri^ht  of  any 
Member  of  Parliament  to  bnng  forwanL 


a  matter  of  this  kind,  still  I  assert  that 
it  is  most  inconvenient,  and  almost  im- 
possible, for  this  House,  upon  «r  parit 
statements,  or  even  upon  an  ailment 
upon  the  case,  to  arrive  at  any  proper 
decision  upon  the  matter.  Now,  I  have 
every  day  to  deal  with  aueh  matters,  and 
I  can  assure  hon.  Gentlemen  that  if  they 
were  to  attempt  to  discuss  the  questions 
I  have  every  day  to  deal  with,  days 
would  not  suffice  for  discussing  and 
arguing,  in  a  public  Assembly,  the  vari- 
ous points  which  are  raised  in  a  string 
of  questions  of  this  kind.  What  is  the 
present  case  ?  As  I  understand  it,  a 
man  has  been  convicted  upon  evidence 
which,  apart  from  this  confession,  has 
never  been  challenged.  Nobody  says 
that  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial  was 
not  such  as  might  well  have  satisfied  the 
jury ;  and  if  it  satisfied  the  jury,  then 
the  sentence  was  justified. 

Me.  sexton  :  We  impeach  the  evi- 
dence of  the  bailiff,  which  was  the  sole 
evidence  in  the  case,  on  the  ground  that 
his  previously  sworn  evidence,  in  identi- 
fication of  a  man  alleged  to  have  com- 
mitted a  similar  crime,  was  not  believed 
by  the  jory,  and  the  prisonar  was  ac- 
quitted. 

SiK  WILLIAM  HAKOOURT :  The 
hon.  Member  may  impeach  the  evidence ; 
but  surely,  in  such  a  case,  the  evidence  of 

the  man  who  was  shot  at  was  very 
strong  evidence.  What  is  now  wanted 
is  to  get  in  the  confession  of  another 
person,  who  says  that  he  committed  the 
crime.  It  is  supposed,  apparently,  that 
the  confession  of  this  man  is  an  unex- 
ampled and  conclusive  case.  Now,  in- 
stances of  confessions  of  this  character, 
entirely  unfounded,  are  very  numerous. 

Me.  SEXTON :  No. 

SiE  WILLUM  HARCOURT :  The 
boo.  Member  chooses  to  say  **  No."  I, 
who  have  to  deal  with  these  matters,  sav 
it  Yes." 

Mb!  T.  D.  SULLIVAN :  Were  they 
dying  deolarationa  ? 

Snt  WIXJJAM  HARCOURT:  Oa 
the  wh(^,  I  should  say  that  dying  dc- 
elatations  are  a  great  deal  more  sus- 
picious than  othw  confearions.  ["  Oh !  "1 
Really,  if  hon.  Members  opposite  will 
only  be  calm  and  patient^  and  hear  what 
I  have  to  say,  they  will  have  ample  op- 
portunity by-aod'bye  of  replying  to  me. 
The  man  who  is  dying  has  nothing  to 
suffer  in  this  world,  at  all  events. 
["Oh!"]  If  hon.  Membera  <mi|onto 
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wish  the  matter  to  be  disoaasedt'they 
are  pursuing  a  very  improper  method  of 
diBpoaing  of  a  question  of  this  kind.  I 
am  only  endeaTourii^  to  say  what  my 
experience  of  cases  of  this  kind — cases 
in  which  there  has  been  no  question  of 
Party  sentiment,  or  religiouB  prejudice 
— has  been.  It  would,  however,  be  en- 
tirely ridiculous  ^to  discuss  the  question 
on  the  basis  on  which  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  has  put  it — that  the  declarations  of 
Irish  Catholics  are  to  be  treated  other- 
vise  than  those  of  English  Protestants. 
I  regard  the  one  with  neither  more  nor 
less  favour  than  the  other ;  but  we  are 
bound  to  pay  respect  to  all  the  circum- 
staaces  which  surround  it.    In  the  first 

Elace,  the  confession  of  a  man  that  he 
as  committed  a  orime,  for  which  an- 
other man  has   been  convicted  and 

Sunished,  is  a  very  serloiu  matter  in- 
eed.  Ko  doubt,  such  a  confession 
throws  a  grave  pHmd  faiti»  doubt  upon 
the  conviction.  But  it  is  not,  and  ought 
not  to  be,  regarded  as  conclusive.  It  is 
nothing  of  the  kind  There  are  great 
temptations,  under  certain  oircumBtances, 
to  malce  a  confession  of  that  character. 
I  have  known  several  cases  of  confes- 
sions made  by  men  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Dying  confessions  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOURT :  I 
have  answered  the  word  "dying"  al- 
ready. I  say  that  dying  confessions  are 
not  to  be  regarded  dilferently  from  a 
oonfession  made  by  a  man  who  is  not 
dying,  because  the  man  who  is  dying 
has  nothing  to  fear,  so  far,  at  least,  as 
this  world  is  conceraed.  Dying  con- 
fessions are  most  of  all  suspicious  on 
occasions  of  this  kind.  I  hare  known 
how  confessions  have  sometimes  been 
made.  It  may  have  been  that  the  man 
who  confeeaed  had  already  received 
penal  servitude  for  life,  and  he  would 
know  that  he  had  no  more  favour  to 
expect ;  but  he  thinks  that  he  can 
benefit  a  friend  by  making  a  confession 
of  this  kind.  Such  declarations  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  I 
have  had  to  examine  them,  and  I  have 
found  them  totally  unfounded.  Hon. 
Members  would  be  astonished  if  they 
knew,  as  well  as  I  do,  the  circumstances 
under  whiuh  confessions  of  this  kind 
have  been  made.  The  motive  is  not 
difficult  to  conjecture.  The  man  knows 
that  he  has  nothiugto  suffer  in  making 
such  a  confession.   Ue  is  already  beyond 


the  reach  ol  justice;  and  if  under  a 
sentence,  for  inBtance,  of  death,  he 
knows  that  he  has  n(^ag  more  to  fear. 
He  wants  no  protection  against  Ihe  con- 
sequence of  making  a  false  confession. 
Therefore,  I  say,  having  had  a  consider- 
able amount  of  experience  in  matters  of 
this  kind,  that  they  must  all  of  them 
be  carefully  examined.  No  doubt  a 
confession  arouses  a  strong  presumption, 
in  the  6rst  instance,  against  the  sentence. 
It,  therefore,  becomes  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  facts  of  the  case,  and 
see  whether  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  itself  corroborate  the  confession.  I 
have  had  to  consider  cases  in  which  the 
surrounding  circumstances  have  oorro- 
borated  the  confession,  and  the  man 
who  has  been  innocently  oonvicted  has 
been  pardoned.  But  there  have  been 
cases  of  true  confession,  and  oases  of 
false  oonfession ;  and  it  has  required  the 
most  careful  judgment  and  the  most 
anxious  exorcise  of  the  judicial  faculty 
to  determine  to  which  of  the  two  classes 
of  cases  the  confession  belongs.  It  can 
only  be  done  by  a  very  careful  and  im- 
partial examination,  and  by  considering 
the  confession  together  with  all  the  facts 
which  led  to  the  conviction.  If  it  were 
once  assumed  that  those  charged  with 
the  duty  did  not  bring  to  the  perform- 
ance of  the  task  those  qualities  which 
are  necessary  to  its  performance,  the 
assumption  would  condemn  the  system 
of  administering  the  prerogative  of 
mercy.  It  has  been  found  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  prerogative  of  mercy 
can  only  be  effectually  discharged  by 
leaving  it  in  a  very  few  hands.  We 
cannot  dispose  of  matters  of  this  kind 
by  a  debate — even  if  it  be  most  calmly 
and  carefully  conducted — in  a  popular 
Assembly.  We  could  not  hope  to  arrive 
at  a  fair  and  just  o<moluBion  upon  it 
without  a  most  laborious  comparison  of 
particulars  in  each  individual  case.  I 
believe  Earl  Spencer  will  not  deliberately 
refuse  to  give  weight  to  the  important 
circumstances  of  a  confession  of  this 
character.  Indeed,  if  it  were  believed 
that  Earl  Spencer  would  not  examine 
into  the  surrounding  circumstances  of 
the  case,  there  would  be  no  use  in  argu- 
ing the  matter  further.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  hon.  Members  opposite  are  dis- 
posed, as  I  believe  the  majority  of  this 
House  will  be  disposed,  to  entrust  the 
Executive  Government  with  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  and  to  leare  the 
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matter  within  their  responsibility,  then 
I  believe  the  House  will  be  of  opinion 
that,  however  right  it  may  have  been  to 
call  attention  to  such  a  case,  the  ultimate 
judgment  mast  rest  with  those  who  alone 
are  capable  of  forming  a  judgment 
upon  it. 

Sia  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  that  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  had  referred  to  him  he  should 
like  to  say  a  word  upon  the  subject. 
The  Home  Secretaiy  had  commenced 
his  remarks  by  saying  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  approach  the  subject  in  a  ralm 
and  judicial  spirit,  and  then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  point  out  that  his  experience 
upon  the  subject  gave  him  a  vast  eupe- 
riority  over  any  other  man  in  the  House. 
From  that  point  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman,  instead  of  approach- 
ing the  question  in  the  calm  and  judicial 
spirit  he  had  suggested,  proceeded  to 
use  language  towards  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, which,  if  it  had  been  used  against 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Irish  Go- 
Temment,  would  have  been  received 
with  a  torrent  of  disapprobation.  Now, 
any  hon.  Member  who  had  sat  in  the 
House  during  the  last  three  months 
must  have  heard  cases  submitted  to  the 
Honse  which  had  certainly  startled  Eng- 
lish Members.  He  did  not  shrink  from 
that  declaration.  The  hon.  Oeutleman 
had  talked  about  white  temw.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
system  of  Government  in  Ireland  at  this 
moment,  and  during  the  last  three  years, 
had  been  most  repugnant  to  English  feel- 
ing ;  and  what  must  it  be  to  the  Irish 

{teople  ?  [A  taitffh.'\  The  right  hon.  and 
earned  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
sneered  and  laughed  at  his  remark;  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  doing  so ;  but  it 
woald  not  have  the  least  effect  upon  him 
(Sir  Robert  Peel),  nor  would  it  prevent 
him  from  saying  what  he  was  entitled  to 
Bay  in  that  House.  He  would  only  take 
this  one  case  which  had  been  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  knew  the  difficulties 
which  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  to  contend  a^^nst.  No 
doubt  he  had  to  deal  with  difficult  oases 
day  by  day,  and  he  adaired  the  ad- 
mirable way  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  dealt  with  them,  and  the 
tact  and  temper  which  he  had  displayed. 
He  had  told  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
EO  himself  on  more  than  one  occasion; 
but  here  was  a  case  where  the  hon. 


Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Seiton)  told 
them  that  a  person  whom  he  believed 
to  have  been  really  guilty,  on  escaping 
to  America  and  dying  abroad,  confessed 
that  he  was  guilty  of  the  commission  of 
a  particular  crime.  Upon  his  death 
bed,  in  the  presence  of  a  Roman  Catholio 
priest,  this  man  declared  that  he  was 
the  person  who  committed  the  crime, 
and  that  it  was  not  the  person  who  had 
been  convicted  in  Ireland.  His  right 
hon.  Friend,  nevertheless,  said  that  he 
attached  no  weight  or  trust  to  such  a 
death-bed  confession.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary said  that  in  regard  to  death-bed 
confessions  he  would  have  attached  just 
as  much  weight  to  that  of  a  Protestant 
as  that  of  a  Catholic.  Now,  he  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  had  had  some  experience 
of  Ireland  and  the  Irinh  people  many 
years  ago  ;  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
in  his  humble  judgment,  if  a  Roman 
Catholic  upon  his  death  bed,  and  in  the 
presence  of  his  priest,  were  to  make  a 
declaration  that  he  himself  had  unhap- 
pily committed  a  crime  for  which  another 
had  been  convicted,  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
would  be  far  more  indined — and  he  said 
it  as  a  Protestant — to  place  weight  and 
confidence  in  the  statement  of  that  man, 
than  he  would  be  in  a  similar  declara- 
tion made  by  a  Protestant  He  had 
lived  for  years  in  Catholic  countriee, 
and  he  firmly  believed,  if  this  man 
Gauly  made  the  statement  in  question 
to  a  priest  in  the  hope  of  receiving  abso- 
lution after  hariug  escaped  from  Ireland 
in  consequence  of  an  attempt  to  commit 
murder,  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland, 
would  do  well  to  consider  whether  it 
might  not  be  necessary,  not,  as  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Warwick- 
shire (Mr.  Newdegate)  said,  to  refrain 
from  interference,  but  for  the  House  of 
Commons  to  take  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands.  They  did  not  seek  to  take 
from  the  Government  the  exercise  of  the 
prerogative  of  mercy,  nor  the  faculty 
which  rested  in  the  Crown  of  granting 
pardon.  This  was  the  case  of  a  man 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  life, 
and  he  thought  the  House  of  Commons 
might  well  express  an  opinion  upon  the 
subjeet.  He  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  would  address  the 
Committee  in  a  very  different  spirit  from 
that  in  which  the  Some  Seac^taiy,  who 
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always  had  his  sneers  and  his  floats 
whenever  anybody  differed  from  him, 
had  addressed  it,  and  that  be  would  ad- 
dress himself  to  the  point  wbioh  had 
been  submitted  from  the  Irish  Benches 
— namely,  that  the  GK>Ternment  sbould 
exercise  the  power  they  had  of  inducing 
the  Sovereign  of  the  country  to  consider 
a  question  whieh  in  the  Irish  mind  was 
entitled  to  consideration,  and  grant  to 
this  unhappy  man  a  pardon. 

Sib  EDWABD  WATKIN  said,  that 
a  case  had  occurred  not  long  ago  in 
Uanchester  in  wbioh  an  Irishman  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  penal  servi- 
tude for  life  on  a  char^  of  murder — 
namely,  shooting  a  pohoeman.  After- 
wards, a  man  named  Peace  was  tried 
for  another  murder,  condemDed,  and 
subsequently  hung  for  it ;  and  that  man 
confessed  that  he  had  committed  the 
murder  for  which  the  Iriahman  had 
been  sentenced  to  penal  servitude.  Upon 
that  confession,  of  which  there  was  no 
corroboration  or  anything  else,  the  Go- 
vernment pardoned  the  man  under  sen- 
tence of  penal  servitude,  and  even  com- 
pensated him  for  the  sufferings  he  had 
undergone.  Surely  this  was  a  similar 
ease,  if  it  was  anything  at  all,  of  mis- 
taken identity.  Did  anybody  in  that 
House  mean  to  say  for  a  moment  that 
the  identification  by  the  bailiff  who  had 
sworn  to  the  man  was  so  undoubted  that 
it  might  not  be  a  case  of  mistaken  iden- 
tity ?  It  was  not  a  case  of  political  dis- 
ute,  but  something  more— namely,  of 
uman  life ;  because  the  case  of  a 
human  being  kept  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  life  in  slavery — for  penal 
servitude  was  slavery — was  surely  worthy 
of  sooiething  more  than  an  answer 
stating  that  there  had  been  a  compari- 
son of  papers  by  lawyers,  and  a  balance 
of  probability  without  any  evidence 
whatever.  Would  it  be  too  much  for  a 
rich  country  like  this  to  send  over  to  the 
priest  at  Boston,  to  the  doctor  who  at- 
tended Gauly,  and  to  the  others  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case  ? 
It  would  be  remembered  that  for  the 
murder  of  a  policeman  in  the  attack  on 
a  police  ran  at  Manchester,  several  per- 
sons were  convicted,  including  a  man 
named  Maguire,  who  was  found  guilty 
and  sentenced  to  be  hung.  It  happened 
that  he  (Sir  Edward  Watkin)wa8on  in- 
timate terms  witii  one  of  the  3'udges  who 
tried  the  case,  and  he  saw  that  Judge  off 
from  the  Manoheetet  railway  station  on 
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his  way  to  London.  He  remarked  to  tite 
learned  Judge,  having  heard  the  evi- 
dence in  Court,  that  he  did  not  believe 
the  man  Maguire  was  guilty.  The  Judge 
— it  was  8ir  John  Mellor — said  that  be 
himself  had  the  gravest  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  and  that  he  would  require  more 
conclusive  evidence  than  had  yet  been 
given  to  convince  him  that  Magnire  was 
one  of  the  persons  who  had  murdered 
the  polifieman.  The  learned  Judge  fur- 
ther said  that  he  intended  to  write  to 
the  Home  Secretary  upon  the  subject. 
By  following  up  all  the  oinmmstances, 
it  was  afterwards  proved  to  absolute 
demons^tion  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  man  Maguire  to  have  been  in  the 
Manchester  Road  on  the  day  the  police- 
man was  murdered  ;  and  on  the  Keport 
of  the  Judge  that  he  had  grave  doubts 
in  his  own  mind,  and  on  the  new  eri- 
denoe  obtained,  the  man  was  ultimately 
pardoned,  and  through  the  kindness  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohan- 
oelloT  of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  then 
Secretaiy  to  the  Admiralty,  was  re- 
instated in  the  ranks  of  the  Ma- 
rines, to  which  he  had  formerly  be- 
longed, and,  he  believed,  had  been  com- 
pensated for  the  sufferings  he  had 
undergone.  He  mentioned  that  as  a 
case  which  had  occurred  within  his  own 
knowledge;  and  he  would  ask,  in  the 
present  case,  was  it  too  much  for  this 
country,  instead  of  balancing  probabili- 
ties on  documentary  evidence,  to  send  to 
the  priest  and  the  doctor  in  Boston  in 
justice  to  a  man  who  would  otherwiaa 
be  doomed  to  a  life  of  slavery  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  I  thiok  the  very 
few  observations  which  I  made  early  in 
the  debate  have  been  quite  justified  by 
what  has  occurred  since.  The  discus- 
sion has  shown  how  inconvenient  it  is 
to  try  a  case  of  this  kind  over  again  in 
the  House  of  Oommons;  for  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  spoken  practically 
tried  this  case  over  again,  not  from  any 
new  evidence  he  has  brought  forward  in 
regard  to  the  case  itself,  but  upon  an 
argument  ia  connection  with  a  case  that 
occurred  in  Manchester  some  years  ago, 
in  which  it  was  shown  that  there  had 
been  a  case  of  mistaken  identi^.  He, 
therefore,  contends  that  there  may 
have  been  a  similar  case  of  mistaken 
identity  here.  That  only  shows  how 
extremely  inconvenient  it  is  to  argue  a 
case  of  this  sort  in  a  popular  Assembly, 
and,aboTeall,toargueitwithontNoticeof 
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the  intention  to  discnas  it.  In  a  matter 
of  this  extreme  importance,  it  certainly 
would  have  been  well  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sextoo),  being  deter- 
mined to  take  a  course  which  I  must 
saj  I  deprecate,  had  given  Notice  of  his 
intention. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  case  has  only 
just  been  brought  before  me;  but  I 
may  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  has  had  six  months  to  giro  an 
answer  to  the  repres«itationB  made  to 
him. 

Mr.  TREVELTAK:  I  do  not  know 
what  the  date  was  when  the  ease  was 
first  brought  to  my  notice ;  and  as  a 
matter  of  fiiet,  in  answering  the  appeal 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  ^igo,  I  pur- 
posely abstained  from  entering  into  the 
facts  of  the  case,  because  I  think  we 
should,  as  far  aa  possible,  recognize  the 
principle  that  the  question  of  dispensing 
the  mercy  of  the  Crown  should  not  be- 
come a  matter  of  debate  in  this  House. 
But  this  debate  has  now  gone  on  for 
some  time,  and  statements  have  been 
made  by  hon.  Members  opposite,  on  the 
full  faith  that  they  are  correct,  which 
hare  been  accepted  by  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers chiefly  sitting  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  by  the  riglit  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  the  Member  for  Huntingdon 
(Sir  Bobert  Feel).  Those  statements 
hare  been  accepted  as  premisses  from 
which  to  argue  the  case ;  and,  therefore, 
I  may  s^  that  when  I  remarked  that 
this  bald  statement  on  the  part  of  the 
poor  mui  Gauly  that  he  had  committed 
the  crime — a  statement  made  without  any 
circumstances  whatsoever,  that  had  any 
bearing  on  the  trial,  I  spoke  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  what  the  circumstances  of 
the  trial  were.  Now,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  says  that  the  case  rests  upon 
the  unsupported  eridence  of  the  bailiff 
who  identified  Kilmartiu  as  the  man  who 
fired  at  him.  In  the  first  place,  the  iden- 
tification of  a  person  who  has  attempted 
to  commit  a  murder,  or  has  committed 
a  murder,  is  not  in  itself  necessary. 
Frequently  a  man  has  been  punished 
for  oommitting  a  murder  who  has  not 
been  actually  aeeti  in  the  act  of  com- 
mitting it  But  here  you  have,  at  any 
rate,  &e  man  who  was  fired  at  stating 
that  he  did  identify  his  assailant.  Nor 
is  it  the  case,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  has  been  informed,  that  Kilmartin 
is  a  man  who  mivht  eadl^r  be  confused 
with  Gauly.   E&nartin,  judging  from 


the  evidence  in  the  papers,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  put  forwara  any  point  which  I 
have  not  absolutely  ascertained — Kil- 
martin was  a  very  remarkable  looking 
man  indeed,  and  that  fact  strongly 
weighed  upon  the  mind  of  J udge  Lawson 
in  coming  to  his  decision,  and  also  upon 
Earl  Spencer  in  accepting  Judge  Law- 
son's  decision.  In  Uie  nest  place,  be- 
sides the  direct  identification,  there  was 
a  considerable  amount  of  strong  cor- 
roborative evidence.  A  perfectly  reliable 
witness  had  seen  Kilmartin  iu  what  he 
called  his  stocking  feet  or  "  pouchetts," 
which  meant  that  he  had  no  boots  on. 
Now,  the  marks  of  stoi^inged  feet  ui- 
Bwering  to  those  which  would  have  been 
made  by  Eilmartin  were  traced  from  the 
scene  of  the  murder  to  Elilmartin's 
house.  That  is  a  piece  of  evidence  of 
which  I  have  a  clear  recollection,  al- 
though there  is  a  great  deal  more,  of  an 
important  nature,  which  I  do  not  re- 
member. Then,  again,  Kilmartin's 
house  was  searched,  and  some  extremely 
auspicious  things  were  found  there,  or 
on  the  immediate  premises.  I  remember 
that,  among  other  things,  a  cartridge 
and  a  mask  were  found.  BecoUect  that 
I  am  not  trying  the  case ;  but  I  am 
merely  giving  a  few  of  the  stoong  points 
which  remain  ia  my  mind  to  show  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  corroborative 
testimony.  Against  this  evidence  there 
is  the  single  statement  of  the  man 
Gauly  that  he  committed  the  murder, 
and  nothing  else. 

Ub.  sexton  :  It  was  not  a  murder, 
only  an  attempted  murder. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  mean  the  a^ 
tempted  murder.  The  only  corrobora- 
tion of  that  statement  is  that  Gauly  had 
fled  from  the  country,  and  might  have 
had  a  motive  for  committing  the  crime. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  unravel  these 
crimes ;  but  to  say  the  least  it  was  pos- 
sible, when  we  remember  what  the 
machinery  of  crime  has  been  in  Ireland, 
that  there  may  have  been  men  who 
have  been  selected  as  the  instruments 
of  crime,  and  it  may  have  been  the  case, 
in  this  as  in  other  crimes  in  Ireland, 
that  a  man  had  been  selected  who  may 
have  had  no  special  qiuirrel  with  the 
person  sought  to  be  injured.  With 
regard  to  the  declaration  made  by  Gauly, 
I  must  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  showed 
any  ignorance  of  belaud  on  my  part  to 
have  said,  or  now  to  repeat  the  observa- 
tion, that  there  are  men  thece,  perhaps 
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many  men,  who  would  regard  a  person 
who  committed  a  crime  that  would  be 
called  a  ^litical  crime,  as,  indeed,  I  hare 
heard  onmee*  called  in  this  House — who 
would  regard  a  person  of  that  sort  with 
lympathj,  with  pity,  and  Bvea  with  ad- 
miration, and  would  feel  that  he  was 
doing  a  justifiable  act  in  accusing  him- 
self in  order  to  get  that  person  off.  I 
hope  hou.  Members  will  not  jump  at  the 
conclusion  that  I  am  saying  anything 
offensive.  I  state  it  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
quite  apart  from  the  religions  question. 
Putting  the  religious  question  aside,  I 
believe  that  a  man  who,  like  Gauly,  is 
said  by  hon.  Members  opposite  to  be  a 
murderer  in  Intention  would  be  capable, 
from  motives  of  sympathy  and  admira- 
tion for  a  man  accused  of  a  crime  of  this 
description,  of  making  a  false  statement 
that  he  had  uommittm  the  crime.  The 
^sh  Gh)Temment,  by  the  light  thrown 
upon  the  evidence  by  the  confession  of 
Chtaly,  on  oonsiderlng  Qauly*s  declara- 
tion, have  oome  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
does  not  in  the  least  degree  shake  the 
evidence  thatwhatever  knowledge  Qauly 
might  have  had  of  the  crime,  Kilmartin 
committed  it,  or  took  part  in  it.  I  may 
say,  however,  if  it  will  be  satisfactory  to 
hou.  Members  opposite,  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  objection  to  send  an  adept 
to  the  spot  in  order  to  make  special 
inquiries  about  Gauly ;  but  1  am  satis- 
fied that  anyone  who  is  accustomed  to 
investigate  criminal  charges  upon  simi- 
lar evidence  to  that  on  which  Kilmartin 
was  convicted,  and  who  afterwards  saw 
Ctauly's  confession,  would  come  to  the 
oondlasion  that  Ghtuly's  confession  has 
not  in  one  whit  shalcen  the  strength  of 
the  evidence  which  convicted  Kilmartin. 
I  purposely  abstain  from  answering 
further  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor). 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  the  suggestion  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  had^hrown  out  was  a  most 
remarkable  one;  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  suggested  that  a  man,  on  his 
death  bed,  jiAt  before  going  into  the 
presence  of  his  Maker,  at  the  moment  of 
accomplishing  the  most  solemn  act  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  —  more 
solemn,  perhaps,  than  a  Protestant  could 
realize — had,  for  what  might  be  called 
the  sake  of  glorification,  accused  himself 
of  a  crime  of  which  he  was  entirely 
guiltUss. 

Mr.  TrwJfftm 


Mb.  TBEVHLYAX  :  I  did  not  say  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  giorification ;  but 
I  said  that  perhaps  the  confession  was 
made  out  of  sympathy  or  adnuration  for 
another  person  whran  he  was  anzions  to 
save  from  a  terrible  fate. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  the  explanation  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary did  not,  in  his  mind,  alter  the  case 
at  all.  That  a  man  under  such  circum- 
stances, just  before  his  death,  in  the 
presence  of  his  priest,  should  deliberately 
accuse  himself  of  a  fearful  crime  of 
which  he  was  guiltless,  knowing  that 
his  name  would  be  handed  down  with, 
infamy  to  his  family  and  in  the  locality 
in  which  he  bad  lived  as  that  d  a  man 
who  had  committed  a  fearful  crime,  waa 
a  proposition  which  he  ventured  to  say 
might  be  submitted  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself^  from  Dublin  Castle, 
for  the  purposes  of  Irish  justice,  but 
would  not  oonviDoe  one  angle  indepen- 
dent person  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  a  word  agunst 
the  Home  Secretary,  for  it  woe  Od  be 
difficult  for  any  impartial  person  to  find 
fault  with  the  present  administration  of 
the  Home  Office.  The  right  hou.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  on  more  than 
one  occasion  proved  that  be  possessed  a 
generous  and  merciful  disposition,  and 
he  was  always  desirous  to  lean  to  the 
side  of  mercy,  and  give  a  convicted  per- 
son the  benefit  of  a  doubt.  But  in 
reply  to  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial, 
which  the  Chief  .Secretary  had  just 
quoted,  as  to  the  remark  about  the  ap- 
pearance of  Kilmartin,  the  absence  of 
his  boots,  and  other  details,  the  Home 
Secretary  must  know  perfectly  well  that 
eases  were  constantly  arising  where  there 
was  apparently  the  most  crushing  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  yet  that  evi- 
dence was  absolutely  compatible  with 
the  complete  innocence  of  the  prisoner. 
A  case  occurred  the  other  day  which  he 
wished  to  call  to  the  mind  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — the  recent  case  of  a 
man  named  Siddell,  which  occurred 
somewhere  in  the  North,  at  Newcastle 
or  Durham.  He  was  a  man  who  was 
charged  with  being  concerned  in  a  mur- 
der with  another  man,  and  against  him 
the  evidence  was  perfectly  crushing. 
The  jury  found  him  guilty,  the  Judge 
sentenced  him  to  death,  and,  as  far  as 
he  (Lord  Randdph  Churchill)  remem- 
bered, the  Judge  concurred  in  the  ver- 
dict ;  and  yet,  within  a  very  few 
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after  tbat  trial,  die  Home  Secretary  acci- 
dentally disooTered  that  Siddell  was  ab- 
solutelj  innoo^t,  and  in  the  interests  of 
justice  he  was  given  a  free  pardon,  the 
pardoned  man  having  only  a  few  days 
before  been  oonvioted  of  wilful  murder 
and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  When  an 
astooishing  case  of  that  kind  oould  occur, 
it  showed  the  importance  of  thoroughly 
investigating  such  cases,  and  ought  to 
put  them  on  their  guard  as  to  the  nature 
of  some  of  the  verdicts  that  might  be 
found.  Although  there  might  be  strong 
oorroborative  testimony  in  Kilmartin's 
ease,  he  fairly  thought  the  confession  of 
the  man  Gt-atdy  ought  to  be  investigated 
with  special  care  by  the  Home  Office. 
No  doubt,  there  were  death-bed  confes- 
sions of  persons  who  were  about  to 
undergo  a  capital  sentence  to  which  it 
would  be  almcfflt  impossible  for  the 
Executive  Government  to  attach  any 
value.  It  was  not,  however,  necessary 
to  go  into  that  pcnnt — namely,  that 
when  a  man  was  convicted,  and  about  to 
be  executed,  he  might  make  a  statement 
of  the  innocence  of  someone  else  in  the 
nature  of  a  death-bed  confession  which 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  act  upon.  But  this  declaration 
was  not  a  death-bed  confession  of  that 
character;  it  was  one  of  a  person  who 
had  escaped  from  all  the  consequences 
of  his  act,  who  could  not  be  got  hold  of 
by  the  police,  and  who  had  not  been 
suspected  of  committing  the  crime;  and, 
moreover,  it  was  made  when  the  man 
was  lying  upon  his  death  bed  from 
natural  causes.  It  was  made  in  the 
presence  of  a  Boman  Catholic  priest, 
whose  respectability  was  vouched  for, 
not  only  by  the  Archbishop  of  the  Dio- 
cese, but  by  the  British  vice  Consul. 
He  dared  say  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  Father  Curran,  had  never  heard 
of  this  man  before;  bat  he  had  pub- 
lished the  story  told  by  Gauly  because 
he  felt  it  to  be  true.  He  maintained, 
therefore,  that  when  they  had  a  delibe- 
rate statement  of  that  kind  made  in  the 
presence  of  a  priest,  and  without  fear  of 
arrest,  it  threw  the  gravest  doubt  upon 
the  corroborative  evidence  on  tho  other 
side;  and  he  thought  the  Government 
were  hound  to  investigate  the  matter 
thoroughly,  especially  when  a  man  had 
been  oondemned  to  the  awful  penalty  of 
penal  servitude  for  life.  Even  ii  it 
were  neoeasaiy  to  send  out  a  special 
Oommisaion  to  Boston  to  make  a  furthccr 


investigation  he  was  certain  the  House 
would  not  grudge  the  expense.  The 
Chief  Secretary,  to  a  certain  extent,  had 
acceded  to  the  demand,  because  he  had 
stated  that  he  was  going  to  send  down 
an  adept  to  the  loodity  where  the  at- 
tempted murder  was  committed  to  in- 
quire into  the  facts  of  the  case ;  but  he 
was  sure  the  House  of  Commons  on 
both  sides  would  support  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  sanctioning  an  extension 
of  the  inquiry  if  there  was  any  possi- 
bility of  relieving  a  man  who  had  been 
unjustly  condemned  to  a  most  fearful 
punishment. 

Me.  NEWDEGATE  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Hunt- 
ingdon (Sir  Robert  Feel)  and  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  just  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee had  quoted  the  fact  of  the  con- 
fession havio  g  been  made  before  a  priest, 
as  if  it  added  to  the  importance  of  the 
man's  declaration.  In  the  name  of  re- 
ligious equality  he  asked  the  Committee 
to  discard  that  fact  from  their  min^  in 
any  decision  at  which  th^  might  arrive. 
He  claimed,  in  the  name  of  religious 
equality,  that  the  case  should  be  judged 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  if  the 
man  were  a  Protestant,  and  that  no 
weight  whatever  should  be  attached  to 
the  fact  of  his  having  been  a  Roman 
Catholic,  or  having  confessed  to  a  priest. 
He  would  make  no  observation  upon 
the  possible  conduct  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest ;  he  would  not  enter  into  that 
subject.  But  this  he  did  claim — that  in 
the  name  of  religious  equality  there 
should  be  no  favour  shown  in  this  case 
on  account  of  a  confession  having  been 
made  to  a  priest ;  and  he  trusted  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Huntingdon  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill}  woidd  not 
be  deaf  to  that  ai^>eal.  Both  of  their 
speeches  attached  to  this  confession  a 
peculiar  gravity,  because  it  was  made 
before  a  Roman  Catholic  priest.  That 
was  distinctly  inviting^e  Committee  to 
depart  from  the  principle  of  religious 
equality,  because  if  a  confession  was  to 
have  an  extraneous  weight  given  to  it 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  made  to  a  priest, 
there  would  at  onoe  be  established  a  vio- 
lation of  the  principle  of  religion  s  equal  ity 
as  between  a  Roman  Catholic  and  a 
Protestant.  Hon.  Members,  no  doub^ 
knew  that.  [Mr.  Szztoh  :  Hear,  hear !  j 
Would  not  a  Froteetant  who  had  not 
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confessed  to  a  priest  have  been  under 
a  disadvantage  under  similar  cironm- 
Btanoes?  [!&.  Sexton:  No.]  If  the 
hon.  Member  denied  that,  he  clearly 
attached  no  weight  to  the  fact  of  the 
cottfefision  having  been  made  before  a 
priest.  Two  speeches,  however,  had 
been  made  by  English  Members,  in 
which  peculiar  emphasis  was  given  to 
the  confession  of  a  Catholic  as  dis- 
tingoished  from  the  confession  of  a 
Protestant,  and  because  it  was  made 
before'  a  priest.  Therefore,  he  claimed 
that  the  fact  of  this  confession  having 
been  made  to  a  priest  should  be  dis- 
carded from  the  mind  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  and  from  the  mind  of  the 
Oommittee,  or  otherwise  they  would 
attach  to  a  Boman  Catholic  confession 
a  peculiar  virtue  which  wonld  not  be  co- 
incident to  the  confession  of  a  Protes- 
tant. He  thought  he  had  made  that 
position  perfectly  clear,  and  he  further 
maintained  that  since  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment no  House  of  Commons  without 
evidence  had  ever  «ntered  into  questions 
which  had  been  decided  by  the  Courts 
of  Iaw,  in  minute  detail.  Perhaps  the 
Long  Parliament  might  have  appointed 
a  Conmoittee  to  try  this  case  over  i^ain ; 
and  what  he  deprecated  was,  either  the 
notion  that  the  Committee  should  follow 
the  precedent  of  the  Xjong  Parliament, 
or,  without  a  tribunal,  should  presume 
to  decide  upon  the  case. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  It  appears  to 
be  the  general  feeling  of  the  Committee 
that  this  is  a  case  which  could  only  be 
properly  discussed  in  the  House  upon 
exceptional  grounds — the  grounds  of 
necessity.  The  discussion,  however, 
ought  not  to  take  place  on  the  grounds 
of  necessity.  A  very  strong  feeUug  has 
been  manifested  with  regard  to  the 
possibility  of  an  error,  which  is  inherent 
m  all  human  afiGaire,  having  occurred ; 
but  I  wish  to  remind  the  Oommittee  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has,  in  deference 
to  that  feeling,  undertaken  to  adopt  a 
step  which  is  not  usual,  and  which  is  of 
great  importanoe.  We  all  admit  that  in 
a  case  of  this  kind,  where  a  doubt  is 
raised  as  to  a  question  of  identity,  there 
ought  to  be  an  exhaustive  inquiry,  and 
that  nothing  which  applies  to  the  case 
ought  to  be  left  uninvestigated.  On 
that  ground  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
stated  that  he  will  undertake  to  send  a 
competent  and  suitable  person  to  the 
spot  where  Ganly  lived,  to  institute  an 


examination  into  all  the  oircumstanoes 
relating  to  Gauly  which  may  have  any 
bearing  on  the  commission  of  the  crime. 
It  was  quite  a  mistake — an  unintentional 
mistake  I  am  sure— on  the  part  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Huntingdon  (Sir  Bobert  Peel),  when  he 
said  that  the  Home  Secretary  had 
treated  the  matter  as  one  of  minw 
importance. 

Sib  BOBEBT  F£EL:  The  rig^t 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  spoke 
of  Gauly's  oonfeesion  as  a  bald  state- 
ment. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  It  was  a  bald 
statement  of  course.  It  was  a  statement 
put  forward  without  oorroboration  or 
collateral  evidence.  What  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  said,  was  that 
a  statement  of  that  kind  did  not  consti- 
tute a  strong  presumption,  or  proride 
strong  primd  facte  eridence,  and,  thwe- 
fore,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  absolutely 
received;  but  it  ought  to  be  made  the 
subject  of  careful  examination.  What 
I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  Committee  is 
that  the  pledge  which  has  been  given  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary will  embrace  that  careful  examina- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  says  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  ought  not  to  grudge 
even  the  expense  of  sending  a  person  to 
Boston  if  that  would  tend  to  elucidate 
the  truth.  I  quite  agree  with  that,  and 
if  it  should  be  found  that  the  sending  of 
a  person  to  Boston  would  tend  to  eluci- 
date the  truth,  it  shall  be  done.  But  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  pointed  out  that 
the  measure  which  is  evidently  the  best 
measure  to  be  taken,  and  he  has 
engaged  that  the  matter  shall  be  fully 
inquired  into,  and  that,  so  far  as  human 
means  can  go,  there  shall  not  be  left  an 
element  of  uncertainty  in  the  case ; 
because,  on  the  one  hand,  there  is  this 
primd  /mm  presumption  which  the  Home 
Secretary  frankly  admits,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  is  a  p:reat  mass  of 
oorroborative  evidence  which,  is  the  view 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Seore- 
tary  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the 
Judge  who  tried  the  case,  has  not  been 
met  by  the  examination  they  have 
made.  A  thorough  examination  will  be 
made,  whether  it  involves  sending  to  one 
place  or  another.  What  I  hope  is  that 
under  these  circumstances,  and  with 
that  admission,  it  will  be  felt  that  no 
advantaf^e  would  arise  from  pursuing 
the  subject  further,  for  the  Committee 
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may  confidently  rely  on  the  engagement 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  thought  the 
epeeoh  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  had  considerablT  altered 
the  complexion  of  affairs.  Witn  regard 
to  the  pledge  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  both  as  to  the  nature  of 
its  details  and  its  extent,  it  was  very 
different  from  anything  they  could 
extract  from  the  doubtful  language  of 
the  Chief  Secretary.  He  hailed  the 
pledge  with  Batisfaction,  and  he  would 
express  a  hope  that,  in  sending  an  ex- 
pert to  the  spot,  the  GoTemment  would 
select  some  person  of  known  uid  unim- 
peachable character.  He  was  himself 
proceeding  to  Boston  shortly ;  he  would 
see  Father  Oorran  and  the  Archbishop, 
and  he  should  be  happy  to  do  what  he 
oould  to  have  all  the  facts  placed  at  the 
service  of  the  gentleman  who  might  be 
sent  by  the  Government  to  make  the 
inquiry. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  was  obliged 
to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  forSligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  for  having  brought  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee. His  hon.  Friend  had  not  done 
so  until  all  other  means  had  been  ex* 
hausted.  He  had  himself  forwarded  a 
Memorial  to  the  Chief  Secretary  some 
months  ago,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the 
Irish  Members  could,  for  a  moment,  be 
accused  of  a  desire  to  try  the  case  in  the 
House  of  Commons  until  thn'  had  ex- 
hausted every  other  means.  There  was 
one  circumstance  connected  with  the  case 
which  he  had  been  told  not  to  bring  for- 
ward unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary ; 
but  he  thought  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, after  some  of  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made  by  the  Home  Secretary 
and  the  Chief  Secretary The  circum- 
stance in  question  had  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  confession  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  near  relatives  of 
Qauly,  who  had  accused  himself  on  his 
death-bed  of  having  committed  this 
crime.  His  relatives  were  in  a  highly 
respectable  position,  and  the  papers 
were  forwarded  to  them — if  necessary,  he 
would  give  the  Govemmentthe  name;but 
naturally  they  had  no  desire  to  be  mixed 
up  with  the  case.  It  was  painful  for  them 
that  such  a  thing  should  have  ooourred ; 
but  they  had  thought  it  their  duty,  and 
a  matter  of  consdence,  to  forward  the 
papera  to  their  parish  priest,  who  had 
nnoft  taken  great  interest  in  the  case. 

YOL.  OOXCI.   [tuibd  series.]  ' 


He  really  believed  that  when  the  Go- 
vetnment  fairly  inquired  into  the  matter, 
they  would  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  confession  was  an  honest  and  sincere 
one.  It  iras  the  verv  last  thing  the 
family  of  Gauly  would  desire,  that  his 
name  should  be  connected  with  a  crime 
of  this  kind;  but.  however  painful  it  was 
to  them  personally  to  stir  up  the  matter, 
they  had  lonstdered  that  they  had  no 
alternative  but  to  place  the  papers  in  the 
hands  of  their  parish  priest  in  Irdand. 
He  must  say  that  the  Irish  Members 
were  under  many  obligations  to  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  "Woodstock 
(Lord  Handolph  Churchill)  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for^unt- 
ingdoQ  (Sir  Bobert  Feel)  for  the  great 
assistance  they  had  afforded  in  the  mat- 
ter. That  assistance  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  Irish  people,  because 
there  was  a  general  impression  in  that 
country  that  justice  to  Ireland  was  not 
generfJly  conceded  in  that  House. 

Questicm  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £7,561,  to  complete  the  sun;i  for 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALT  said,  he  thought  the 
time  had  now  arrived  when  the  Com- 
mittee should  hear  some  statement  from 
the  (!h)vemment  in  regard  to  the  course 
they  proposed  to  take  with  reference  to 
Mr.  George  Bolton.  That  gentlemaa 
had  just  obtained  a  verdict  against  his 
hon.  Friraid  the  Member  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien)  from  an  Orange  jury  at 
Belfast  for  certain  alleged  chaises  of 
libel.  That,  however,  did  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  change  the  position  Mr. 
Bolton  occupied  in  that  House.  Neither 
the  chaises  made  against  Bolton  at  Bel- 
fast, nor  the  verdict  of  the  Orange  jury  of 
that  town,  had  in  the  slightest  degree  al- 
tered the  position  of  Bolton  so  far  as  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  concerned. 
Two  days  had  now  elapsed  since  the  ver- 
dict, and,  ofcoursejHerMajesty'sGovem- 
ment  had  had  ample  time  to  communi- 
cate with  their  Legal  Advisers,  all  of 
whom  were  Members  of  that  House  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Naish.  He  would, 
therefore,  ask  them  if  they  would  state 
what  course  was  proposed  to  be  taken 
in  reference  to  Mr.  Bolton  ? 

Ma.  TBEVELYAN :  I  supi)ose  that 
the  affairs  of  any  person  who  is  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Ooort  may  be  wd  to  come 
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under  this  Vote.  I  will  only,  therefore, 
remind  the  bon.  Member  of  one  or  two 
facte  in  order  to  show  htm  that  he  is 

Sremature  in  his  application.  Wednes- 
ay  was  the  first  day  on  which  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Naish) 
and  myself  could  take  action  in  this 
matter.  The  debate  upon  Mr.  Bolton's 
afi'airs  lasted  until  Xon^  after  post  time 
on  the  Tuesday,  and  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly stating  that  the  comparative 
leisure  which  Wednesday  would  give  us 
vould  enable  us  to  approach  the  ques- 
tion. Thatletter,  written  on  Wedneuay, 
would  obviously  only  reach  Dublin  on 
Thursday  for  the  oonaideratlon  of  the 
Attorney  General,  who,  of  course,  would 
approach  the  matter  from  a  legal  point  of 
view,  and  theTJnder  Secretary,who  would 
approach  it  from  an  administrative  point 
of  view.  The  matter  has  been  discussed 
both  by  letter  and  by  telef^ram,  aud  it  is 
maturing  towards  a  decision.  But  it 
would  be  wrong  altogether  to  horry  it 
on.  Undoubtedly,  and  above  all,  it 
would  be  extremely  wrong  to  come  to  a 
decision  until  the  views  of  the  Irish  Gt)- 
vernmeat  have  been  ascertained  ib  the 
matter.  We  fully  agree  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter in  which  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  clearly  ascertained  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  because  the  de- 
daion  to  be  adopted  is  one  of  the  pre- 
mises which  are  already  before  us.  At 
all  events,  before  the  Beport  is  taken  of 
the  last  Vote,  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  GKtvemment  has  pro- 
mised that  the  decision  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment on  the  question  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
suspension  shall  be  announced.  The 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  ap- 
peared to  be  received  with  satisfaction 
by  hon.  Members  opposite,  and  it  may 
be  regarded  as  a  binding  bargain  on 
both  sides.  From  that  bargain  I  do  not 
suppose  that  any  hon.  Member  would 
for  a  moment  insult  the  Prime  Minister, 
by  saying  that  he  had  any  intention  of 
reoeding. 

Mr.  Healt  rose. 

Thb  chairman  :  I  do  not  wish  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  I  wish 
to  point  out  to  him  that  the  person  in 
reference  to  whom  he  has  made  this  in- 
quiry is  not  an  officer  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Court,  and  it  would  be  neoeeaary,  in 
disonsBiD^  the  Vote,  to  connect  the  dis- 
oussion  with  some  member  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Ooart.    The  bon.  Member  has 


now  asked  a  question;  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretaiy  has  re- 
plied to  it,  and  it  will  not  be  in  Order  to 
continue  the  discussion  in  reference  to 
the  affairs  of  this  gentleman  upon  this 
Vote.  The  fact  that  a  person  has  pre- 
sented  a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy  does  not 
give  a  right  to  any  hon.  Member  to  dis- 
cuss  the  question  of  that  bankruptcy  in 
connection  with  the  present  Vote. 

Mr.  HEALY  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  continue  the  discussioo  ;  but  he  would 
submit  that  the  conduct  of  Judge  Walsh 
would  regularly  come  under  Uie  Vote. 
Time  after  time  Judge  Walsh  had  made 
statements  in  regara  to  Bolton,  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  in  Order  to  call 
attention  totbeconductof  Judge  Walsh. 
He  had  risen,  however,  merely  to  express 
a  hope  that  after  the  statement  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  no  further  postpone- 
ment by  Judge  Walsh  would  be  allowed 
to  affect  the  decision  of  the  Government. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Judge 
Waleh,  who  had  already  granted  two 
postponements  of  10  days  in  suc- 
cession, might  be  prepared  to  propose 
another. 

Vote  agr9»d  io. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Queation  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  ft  Bnm,  not  exceeding:  £12,670,  be 
^nted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  gam 
necessary  to  dnfray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  endiog  on 
the  3lBt  day  of  Haroh  1880,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expeneesof  the  Office  for  the  Registration  of 
Deeds  in  Ireland." 

Ma.  FINDLATER  said,  he  desired* 
on  this  Vote,  to  call  attention  to  the 
case  of  a  very  hard-working,  intelli- 
gent, and  deserving  class  of  men 
— the  clerks  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
Office  in  Ireland.  They  complained 
that  in  regard  to  their  position  they  were 
not  well  treated  as  compared  with  that 
of  other  public  servants  in  Ireland. 
Their  principal  and  most  pressing  com- 
plaint  had  reference  to  classification. 
Ihey  had  minor  grievances  as  to  the 
maximum  salaries  of  the  first  class 
clerks,  and  the  annual  increment  being 
less  than  in  other  OflBces ;  but  he  would 
pass  those  minor  grievances  by;  la 
ltj74  a  reorganization  of  several  Public 
Offices  in  Ireland  took  place,  including 
the  Bef^istry  of  Deeds.  As  regarded 
other  Offices,  this  reorganization  was  not 
final.  Subsequently,  a  further  change 
was  made  in  their  favour^  the  abolition 
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of  the  third  class  of  clerks,  and  the 
limitation  of  classes  to  two.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
how  rerj  beneBcial  this  reduction  of 
olasBification  was  to  the  men  in  whose 
favour  the  change  was  made.  By  it 
promotion  was  stimulated,  and  a  man 
of  merit  saw  his  way  within  a  reason- 
able number  of  years  to  attain  to  the 
first  class.  He  did  not  know  for  what 
reason  the  Begistry  of  Deeds  clerks 
Tore  omitted  from  the  reoi^anization. 
In  this  Department  the  three  classes 
still  existed ;  and  the  result  was,  that 
while  in  the  other  Offices  a  salary  of 
£300  was  attainable  in  16  years,  in  the 
'Registry  of  Deeds  it  would  take  some 
of  the  second,  and  all  of  the  third  class, 
irom  31  to  38  years  to  attain  it — mora 
than  double  the  service  in  other  De- 
partments. On  this  point  he  begged  to 
refer  to  the  evidence  of  the  Registrar 
givea  before  the  Eoyal  Commission  iu 
1878,  of  which  he  had  had  the  honour 
to  be  a  Member.  The  Committee  con- 
sisted of  eminent  legal  authorities,  and, 
among  others,  of  Vice  Chancellor  Chat 
tertoD,  who,  in  examining  Mr.  M.  F. 
Dwyer,  asked — 

^'According  to  the  preeest  system  it  would 
appear  that  it  would  take  a  maQ  22  years  in  the 
Department,  as  I  make  it  out,  before  he  reaches 
the  maximam  of  £300  a-year.  Supposing  there 
was  no  distinction  between  the  second  and  third 
oUsses,  and  that  they  were  to  fco  on  up  to  the 
maximum  of  the  second  class,  that  is,  to  £300 
K-year  by  £10  annual  increments  from  £90, 
before  he  could  attain  the  maximum  of  £300 
B-year,  I  thiuk  he  would  be  21  or  'it  years  in 
the  Department F  Answer;  I  think  you  are 
oorreotin  that. — 1413.  And  thati8,8upposing  he 
went  on  without  any  stop  F  Yes. — 1414.  Would 
it  be  an  unreasonable  thing  to  say  that  a  man 
at  the  end  of  21  or  22  years'  service  should  bo 
entitled  to  a  salary  of  £300  a-year  P  I  do  not 
think  it  would. — 1416.  Considering  the  duties 
(o  be  discharged  by  these  men  P  I  do  not  think 
it  would,  and  it  ie  Tory  painful  to  me  to  see  a 
number  of  meritorious  oSScers  at  the  small 
salary  of  £200  a-year  doing  first  class  duties 
witlioat  even  any  approximate  prospect  of  im- 
provement in  their  pontton." 

Kow,  as  the  Office  was  at  present  con- 
stituted, there  was  a  very  slender  pros- 
pect of  promotion  for  many  members  of 
the  third,  even  to  the  second  class,  and 
Qone  to  the  first  class.  In  one  group 
there  were  several  clerks  of  nearly  l^e 
same  age,  whose  service  did  not  vary  to 
the  extent  of  five  years.  Of  this  group 
the  senior  reached  the  second  class  after 
a  service  of  10^  years ;  the  1 1th  in  num- 
bmr,  and  the  last  promoted,  reached  it 


after  20  years  and  10  months.  At  that 
rate,  it  would  require  a  service  of  28 
years  to  enable  the  last  of  the  group  to 
reach  the  second  class.  He  had  already 
a  service  of  over  17i  years.  Onreferring 
to  the  Beport  of  the  Koyal  Commission, 
he  found  this  passage — 

"It  is  a  Department  wbioh  reqnires  to  bft 
officered  by  a  superior  class  of  clerks  who  should 
have  every  fair  inducement  to  make  it  their 
permament  employment,  and  to  look  to  promo- 
tion in  it  as  their  only  reward  for  long  and 
efficient  service.  The  entire  landed  propnty  of 
Ireland  is  dependent  upon  this  Depnrtmeat  fbr 
the  security  of  its  titles,  uid  the  services  to  be 
performed  in  this  respect  are  of  high  importance 
to  all  who  have  any  dealings  with  land.  It 
takes  many  years  of  training  to  tit  a  clerk  to 
discharge  the  higher  duties  of  the  Office.  We 
have  had  statementa  from  the  dififerent  classes 
of  olerks  employed  in  the  Office  laid  before  us, 
and  have  also  examined  represeutatiTeB  of  these 
classes,  selected  by  themselves.  They  all  com- 
plain of  the  slowness  of  promotion  in  this  Office 
in  comparison  with  other  Departments  of  the 
Civil  Service,  and  they  attribute  this  slowness 
to  the  division  of  the  clerks  into  three  dasaei^ 
and  to  the  small  number  of  first  class  clerks. 
We  have  inquired  into  the  necessity  for  the 
present  classiBcation.  and  find  that  there  is  no 
distinction  in  the  nature  of  the  busineas  per- 
formed  by  these  different  classes.  The  only 
use,  then,  of  the  division  into  three  classes  is  that 
it  may  afford  a  check  upon. the  advancement  of 
persons  not  entitled  to  promotion,  and  may 
enable  promotion  to  be  awarded  to  men  of 
special  merit.  We  do  not  attach  much  weight 
to  these  reasons  as  regards  the  division  between 
the  second  and  third  cluases;  and  we  think  that 
they  are  more  than  countcrhalanced  by  the 
detav  it  causes  in  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  de- 
semng  officers  and  the  disccmtoit  thereby  pro- 
duced. We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
present  second  and  third  classes  be  united  as  a 
second  class,  the  salaries  to  commence,  as  at 
present,  at  £90,  and  to  advance  by  yearly  in- 
crements of  £10  to  £300,  the  present  mazimnm 
of  the  second  class." 

Would  the  Committee  believe  that  that 
Beport  was  issued  in  1 880,  and  that,  not- 
withstanding  repeated  applications,  not 
one  single  step  had  been  ttiken  to  im- 
prove the  position  of  these  gentlemen 
occupying  posts  of  responsibility  and 
discharging  these  very  onerous  duties  ? 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  an  Office 
of  this  importance,  through  which  the 
whole  land  of  Ireland  might  be  said  to 
pass,  required  the  fullest  consideration 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  he  could  not  conceive  why  its 
daims  should  r«nain  in  abeyance,  while 
the  claims  of  other  Departments  of  the 
Civil  Service,  which  eertaiuly  discharged 
duties  by  no  means  so '  responsible  nor 
fraught  with  such  conseqae^ces,  were 
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attended  tor.  For  his  own  part,  he  con- 
sidered that  the  Office  demanded  the 
fbllest  attention  on  thepart  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty V  GoTemment.  Me  might  mention 
that  the  search  ^ven  in  the  Begistrj  of 
Deeds  negatived  the  existence  of  any 
«ncnmbrance  not  appearing  on  its  re- 
tnnis.  And  then  with  regard  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  work,  purchasers  and 
lenders  had  the  sernrity  of  a  £10,000 
bond  given  by  the  B^gi^trar.  and  two 
bonds  oF  £2,000  each  givfln  by  the  two 
Assistant  Kegistrara.  while  the  personal 
monetary  renpimsibility  of  the  clerks 
was  secured  by  Statute  2  &  3  WiH.  IV. 
0.  87,  s.  8.  There  was  no  other  Office 
with  sunh  responsibility.  The  import* 
ance  and  magnitude  of  the  work  done 
in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Office  might 
be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  in 
1880  there  were  registered  18,414 
deeds,  representing  the  consideration 
of  £16.000.000  sterling.  In  1881  there 
had  been  a  dimiDution  of  the  amount  of 
work,  but  it  had  since  then  increased. 
Again,  had  the  Purchase  Glauses  of  the 
Irish  Land  Act  of  ttSI  been  in  opera* 
tton  the  work  would  still  farther  have 
been  increased,  because  it  would  have 
been  neoessaTy  to  register  two  documents 
in  each  of  the  600.000  tenures.  As  a 
farther  illustration  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  transactions  of  this  Department,  he 
could  inform  the  Committee  that  pro- 
perty had  passed  on  the  security  of  its 
searches  and  certifir-afes  to  the  extent  of 
many  hundreds  of  millions  sterling  in 
Talue.  Now,  he  wished  to  point  out 
to  the  Committee  and  to  Her  Majesty's 
Ooremment  that  the  relief  sought  in 
this  case  would  cost  but  little  to  the 
country;  and  at  this  point  he  would  ask 
permission  to  refer  to  the  second  Heport 
of  the  Royal  Commission,  page  24, 
which,  stated  that  the  entire  income 
would  be  sufficient  to  counterbalance 
the  ezpenditare.  The  words  of  the  Re- 
port were  these — 

_  "  But  the  entire  revenue  of  the  Office  de- 
rived from  duty  Btomps,  seals,  and  fee  stamps, 
appears  from  the  evideqca  before  ns  to  have 
MOD  at  all  times  soffioient  to  coanterbalance 
the  expenditure ;  and  inssmnch  as  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  revenue  derived  from  duty 
stamps,  aeals,  and  fee  stamps  should  he  ez- 

g ended  exclusively  on  the  maintenance  of  the 
>flBce,  we  do  not  consider  that  tJie  deficiency 
of  revenne  from  1864  to  the  present  time,  made 
out  hy  taking  fee  stamps  alone  into  oonsidera- 
tioa,  could  be  relied  upon  by  the  Treasury  as 
affording  any  answer  to  the  claim  of  the  Office 
against  the  surplus  fees  realized  Iwfore  1864." 


Now,  in  addition  to  these  there  was  the 
sum  of  £40,000  from  fees  earned,  and 
now  in  the  Consolidated  Fund,  by  Sta- 
tute 2  &  3  Will.  IV.  c.  87,  s.  35,  ex- 
pressly permitted  to  be  expended  iu 
maintenance  and  improTcment.  This 
money  was  ordered  to  be  invested 
in  the  name  of  the  Office,  which 
it  would  be  perceived  stood  in  an  en- 
tirely different  position  from  other 
Offices  seeking  improvement,  inasmuch 
it  was  able  to  pay  its  way,  and  had  funds 
available  to  meet  the  expenditure  neces- 
sary. Those  funds  were  invested  in 
Government  securities.  From  what  he 
had  said  he  thought  it  was  clearly  es- 
tahh'shed  that  the  character  of  the  Office 
entitled  it  to  improvement;  and  as  he 
had  shown  that  it  required  improve- 
ment, and  that  its  financial  position  per- 
mitted the  carrying  out  of  such  im- 
provement without  expense  to  the  State, 
he  hoped  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  consider  the  case  of  these  gentle- 
men. He  had  himself  very  large  and 
constant  dealings  with  the  Office,  and 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  practice  he  had  never  met 
with  amore  efficient,  intelli^nt,  and  bard- 
working  class  of  men.  They  devoted  the 
whole  of  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
Office,  they  were  always  at  their  post, 
and  he  never  heard  against  them  a 
single  charge  of  neglect,  which,  he 
thought,  could  hardly  be  said  of  any 
other  Puhlic  Office. 

Mb.  PATRICK  MARTIN  said,  he 
was  very  glad  his  hon.  Fri«nd  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mouaghan  (Mr.  Findlater)  had 
called  attention  to  what  had  been  for 
years  justly  the  snbjpct  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  clerks  in  the  RegistiT  of 
Deeds  Office,  Dublin.  He  dedred  to 
supplement  what  had  been  stated  in 
respect  to  the  unfair  scale  of  remunera- 
tion given  in  the  Hegistry  of  Deeds 
Office,  and  the  gross  act  of  injustice  oa 
the  part  of  the  Treasury  in  withholding 
and  applying,  in  contravention  of  statu- 
tory provisions,  the  surplus  of  £42,000, 
of  which  they  had  obtained  possession. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  so  far 
back  as  1880  a  Royal  Commission  had 
investigated  these  complaints,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  Treasury  should  grant 
the  trifling  addition  of  pay  which  was 
asked  for  by  the  copyists  and  other 
clerhs  in  the  Office.  He  used  the 
word  "copyists"  advisedly,  because  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghas,  inoalling  at- 
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tendon  to  the  case,  did  not  dwell  on 
the  ffrievances  of  a  body  of  clerks  in 
the  Office,  who  were  specially  pointed 
out  in  the  Report  of  the  Commiasion. 
These  unfortunate  men  were  mere 
copyiste,  receinnv  \^d.  per  folio  of  72 
words  transcribed.  They  were  paid  no 
salary,  like  the  copyists  of  the  Courts  of 
Justice ;  they  received  no  compensation 
for  the  other  work  they  might  do  in  the 
Office ;  bnt,  in  addition  to  that,  the  Trea- 
sury required  them  to  transcribe  the  heads 
of  Memorials,  which  often  amounted  to 
two  fuUos,  and  for  that  they  were  not 
paid  a  ungle  farthing.  Again,  these 
tranaoriberBhad,  as  the  Committee  would 
be  aware,  to  do  their  work  on  parchment 
which  they  had  to  prepare  at  a  consider- 
able expenditure  of  time,  and  for  that 
preparation  they  were  not  allowed  any 
payment  whatever.  Now,  the  Cummis- 
siuners  had  alluded  to  this  matter  most 
forcibly  in  their  Report ;  they  pointed 
out  that  it  was  not  fitting  that  men 
should  do  work  for  which  they  were  not 
paid,  and  that  the  grievance  was  one 
which  demanded  early  consideration. 
That  Beport  had  been  sent  into  the 
Treasury  as  far  back  as  the  year  1881 ; 
but  nothing  whatever  had  been  done 
to  remedy  the  existing  state  of  things, 
and  the  copyists  were  left  at  the  miser- 
able pay  (a  \^d.  per  folio.  The  Oom- 
missionera  also  suggested  the  mode  in 
which  the  management  of  the  Office 
night  be  improved,  fmd  the  unneoessary 
loss  of  time  and  money  to  which  those 
transacting  business  at  the  Office  had 
been  and  were  still  subjected,  might  be 
saved.  Yet  nothing  had  been  done. 
The  Committee  ought  not  to  pass  this 
Tote  until  they  had  a  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory explanation  of  this  culpable  neglect. 
It  would  not  do  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  say  there  were  no  available 
funds.  The  sum  of  £42,000,  with  its 
accumulations,  thus  wrongfully  received 
by  the  Treasury,  was,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  specially  intended  to  be  applied 
in  aid  of  the  suggested  improvements. 
Let  him  remind  the  Committee  that, 
under  the  2  &  3  Will  IV.  c.  87,  s.  35, 
it  was  raovided  that  no  greater  sum 
Bhoold  he  chavged  in  fees  than  would 
teiount  annually  to  a  sum  of  money 
saffioient  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Establishment.  But  there  had 
been  an  excess  over  the  expenditure  of 
the  Office,  and  the  Treasuij  had  taken 
that  excess,  and,  instead  of  applying  it 


to  the  bettering  of  the  arrangements  of 
the  Office,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Office, 
they  had  put  it  into  their  own  pockets, 
so  to  speak,  and  applied  it  to  their  own 
purposes,  contrary  to  the  statutory  pro- 
visions. He  asked  what  was  the  mean- 
ing and  object  of  appointing  Koyal 
Commissions,  if  their  recommendations 
when  printed  were  to  remain  on  the 
shelves  of  the  Treasury  covered  with 
dust  and  without  the  slightest  attention 
being  paid  to  them  by  Her  MajMfy'a 
Government?  He  trusted  that  some 
satisfactory  answer  would  now  at  last 
be  forthcoming  from  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in 
respect  of  this  matter,  which,  as  he  had 
said  already,  vitally  oonoemed  every 
person  having  dealings  with  land  in  Ire* 
land.  Begistration  was  a  matter  made 
compulsory  in  that  country  to  give 
validity.  It  never  was  intended,  in- 
deed it  was  exp^e8^'ly  provided,  that  the 
duties  levied  in  respect  of  this  compul- 
sory registration  from  the  public  should 
not  be  applied  otherwise  than  in  the 

S roper  maintenance  of  the  Beglstry 
'ffice,  or  for  the  benefit  of  those  dealing 
with  land  in  Ireland.  The  conduct  of 
the  Treasury  in  the  matter  might,  if  a 
private  individual  had  so  acted,  been 
fairly  characterized  as  a  fraudulent 
breach  of  trust. 

Ub.  GBAY  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  claim  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Begistry  of  Deeds  Office  was  almost,  if 
not  absolutely,  irresistible ;  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  charge  against  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  these  matters 
was  two-fold.  First,  it  was  that  they 
did  not  fairly  remunerate  the  officials  of 
the  Office,  whereas  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commissioners  was  that  the  re- 
muneration of  the  officials  in  the  various 
Departments  in  Ireland  should  be  made 
to  correspond  as  far  as  possible.  The 
second  charge  appeared  to  he  that  while 
;  they  underpaid  the  officials  they  over- 
charged the  public  in  respect  of  fees.  It 
appeared  that  the  Treasury  had  accumu- 
lated a  sum  of  more  than  £40,000, 
which  they  had  put  into  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  which  they  had  used  for  Im- 
perial purposes,  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  tiie  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  while 
doing  so  the  offidala  of  the  Department 
were  left  in  a  position  very  much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  officials  of  other  Irish  Offices 
— that  was  to  say,  the  officials  of  the  Local 
Qovemment  Board,  the  Board  of  Worki^ 
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the  Paymaster's  General's  Office,  the  Na- 
tionalEducationOfflce,  and  others.  Now, 
the  Commission  which  eat  in  1 8bO  recom- 
mended that  the  third  class  clerks  in  the 
Office  should  be  merged  with  the  clerks 
in  the  second  class,  and  thus  afford  relief 
to  the  inferior  clerks.  But  there  were 
three  classes  of  clerks  in  the  Deeds 
Office,  the  result  of  which  was  that  pro- 
motion was  very  much  retarded,  and  he 
understood  that  some  of  the  clerks  had 
worked  for  20  years  without  getting 
anything  like  adequate  pay.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
oould  plead  that  the  rerenaes  of  the 
Office  were  insufficient,  if  he  could  plead 
that  the  cost  of  increasing  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  in  this  Office  would  constitute 
an  additional  public  burden,  why,  then, 
he  might  have  the  sympathy  of  the  Com- 
mittee. But  he  could  scarcely  say  any- 
thing of  that  kind  in  this  case,  because 
the  queation  would  then  be  asked, 
"Where  is  this  £40,000?"  If  the 
Treasury  did  not  intend  to  give  any 
part  of  that  sum  for  the  equalization 
of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Deeds  Office  with  the  salaries  of 
the  olerks  in  other  Departments  in 
Ireland — why,  thou,  if  they  insisted 
on  paying  the  money  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  not  acting  up  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Statute,  Irish  Members 
were  perfectly  justified  in  the  charge 
they  made.  The  revenue  from  the  re- 
gistration of  deeds  was  suffident  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Office.  No  one 
would  contend  that  the  Treasury  ought 
to  make  a  profit  out  of  this  transaction, 
and  therefore  he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Findlater) 
would  follow  up  his  observations  by  aMo- 
tion,  and  that  he  would  have  the  courage 
to  carry  it  to  a  Division,  because  it  was 
of  no  use  raising  questions  of  this  kind 
unless  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  was 
taken,  and  unless  something  was  dope. 
But  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  Uie  Treasury  rose  to  speak  on 
this  Tote,  he  should  be  glad  if  he  would 
give  the  Committee  some  information  as 
to  tJie  mechanical  improvement  some 
time  since  proposed  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Office.  He  understood  that  an 
instrument  was  being  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  mechanically  registering  all 
the  deeds  in  tiie  Office,  and  doing  away 
with  the  serrioes  of  olerks  aJtogether. 
That,  as  far  as  he  eould  remember,  was 
the  object  of  the  patent.   Perhaps  the 


hon.  Gentleman  had  himself  investigated 
this  marvellous  mechanical  contrivance, 
and  could  state  to  the  Committee  whe- 
ther the  public  were  to  have  the  advan- 
tage of  it  ?  He  would  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  Treasury  had  completely 
abandoned  this  scheme,  or  whether  they 
were  still  considering  it  ?  He  trusted  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  consider  the  ap- 
peal which  had  been  made  to  him  on 
behalf  of  the  clerks  in  the  Office  in  a 
favourable  spirit,  and  that  he  would 
carry  out  the  reoommendati<nL  of  the 
Commission,  which,  as  he  understood  it, 
was  that  the  clerks  in  the  BM^stry  of 
Deeds  Office  should  be  placed  on  an 
equality  with  the  clerks  in  the  otha 
Departments. 

Mr.  COUBTNEY  said,  he  had  not 
heard  lately  much  about  the  ingenious 
invention  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  had  referred.  His 
impression  was  that,  although  the  in- 
genuity of  the  plan  was  well  recognized 
and  admired,  it  was  practically  unwork- 
able, and  would  not  be  introduced.  With 
regard  to  the  clerks  in  this  Office,  the 
change  would  be  analogous  to  that 
adopted  in  all  the  other  bran^es  of  the 
Civil  Service — ^namely,  there  would  be 
a  large  introduction  of  the  lower  division 
of  clerks.  He  would  point  out  t^at  the 
figures  before  the  Committee  showed 
that  the  expenses  of  this  Office,  having 
regard  only  to  the  e£fective  charge,  was 
something  between  £18,000  and  £19,000 
a-year,  and  that  there  was  a  non-^ee* 
tive  charge  of  between  £2,000  and 
£3,000  a-year,  so  that  the  whole  charge 
ofthe  Office  was  £21,000  a-year.  Against 
that  charge  of  £21,000  a-year,  the  re- 
ceipts for  fees  for  the  last  year  amounted 
to  £12,000,  BO  that  there  was  absolutely 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of 
something  like  £d,000.  He  admitted 
that  last  year  was  a  bad  year  as  re- 
garded the  Bevenue.  It  was  true  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Findlater)  attempted  to  bring  in  aid  of 
the  deficienpy  the  duties  charged ;  but 
they  were  no  part  of  the  fees  of  the  Office 
any  more  than  the  stamps  in  Chancery 
would  be  part  of  the  fees  of  that  Office. 
The  duties  were  part  the  general 
Bevenue  of  the  country.  The  »es  fm 
work  done  were  those  which  striotiy  re- 
lated to  the  Office.  The  duties  had  to 
be  paid  when  the  deeds  were  registered ; 
bat  they  formed  no  part  of  the  inoome 
of  the  Office,  and  if  t^e  Q^oe  wwe  abo- 
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luhed  to'inorrow,  the  duties  on  Ifemo- 
rials  would  still  have  to  go  to  the  Be- 
venae.  With  respect  to  the  £40,000, 
that  waja  a  very  old  story,  and  dated  as 
far  back  as  1864,  and  with  regard  to 
which  he  might  say  that  the  Treasury 
had  acted  perfectly  within  their  rights. 
With  regard  to  the  complaints  that  had 
been  made  respecting  the  position  of  the 
clerks,  he  had  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  wish  to  remove  the  obstacles 
whioh  existod  in  the  way  of  their  re- 
ceiTing  some  advance  and  promotion ; 
but  that  could  not  be  done  without  re- 
moring  some  of  the  superior  clerks,  and 
the  superior  clerks  resisted  their  removal 
as  much  as  the  lower  clerks  desired  it. 
Many  of  those  clerks  had  served  for  a 
oonsidOTable  numbe^r  of  years,  and  he,  at 
one  time,  beUsred  it  quite  possible  that 
some  of  them  might  be  willing  to  retire 
on  superannuation  terms,  and  communi- 
cations were  acoordingly  made  to  the 
Office  with  that  object.  But  it  was  found 
that  the  proposal  oould  not  be  carried 
out;  that  the  clerks  had  no  desire  to 
retire ;  and,  consequently,  the  Treasury 
were  not  juati6ed,  at  all  events  for  the 
present,  in  compelling  them  to  do  so. 
'Xhey  were  efficient  servants  of  the  pub- 
lic; they  were  doing  their  duty  well; 
and,  therefore,  for  the  time,  they  would 
be  left  in  their  present  position.  He 
thought,  however,  that  something  might 
be  done  hereafter  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated. With  regard  to  the  position  of 
the  ^inscribing  clerks,  it  was,  no  doubt, 
extremely  deplorable  that  persons  of 
education  and  trustwarthiness  should 
labour  at  the  low  rate  of  IQd.  an  hour ; 
but  all  he  could  say  was  that  whenever 
a  vacancy  occurred  there  were  always 
two  or  three  applications  for  it.  There 
was,  in  fact,  a  full  supply  of  such  men 
ready  to  work  on  those  terms  both  in 
England  aod  Ireland.  It  was  natural 
that  copyists  who  entered  the  Service  on 
these  oonditions  should,  after  a  few 
years,  ask  for  an  improvement  of  their 
position ;  but  the  fa<:t  was  that  the  work 
of  transcribing  was  purely  a  mechanical 
operation,  and  however  much  the  Go- 
vernment desired  to  see  persons  of  this 
respeotable  and  intelligent  class  sde- 
quately  remunerated  fur  their  work,  they 
were  quite  unable  to  add  to  their  pay  in 
the  interests  of  the  public.  \ 
Mb.  PATBICK:  MABTIN  feared  the 
Secretaiy  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney) 
lisd  uot  ^et  even  ^noed  at  the  Be- 


port  of  the  Boyal  Commission.  If  he 
had.  he  would  have  found  a  full  and  de- 
tailed answer  to  those  arguments  on 
which  he  rested  his  defence.  What 
answer  did  he  give  to  the  complaint 
of  the  copyists  ?  Their  case  was  that 
they  were  obliged  to  write  that  for 
which  they  were  not  paid.  In  point 
of  fact,  under  the  Treasury  Begula- 
tione,  there  were  deducted  &om  the 
folios  written  by  the  clerks  the  head- 
ings to  the  Memorials,  which  formed  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  clerks'  work. 
The  Irish  transcribers,  who  were,  accord- 
ing to  the  Secretary  to  Uie  T^reasnry, 
gentlemen  of  oharater  and  position,  were, 
under  the  Treasury  Begulations,  forced 
to  do  work  at  the  rate  ot  94  words  to  the 
folio.  He  (Mr.  F.  Martin)  denied  that 
that  was  the  case  in  England.  In  Eng- 
land, the  transcribing  clerks  were  paid 
at  the  rate  of  \^d.  for  72  words,  and  the 
headings  of  the  Memorials  were  not  de- 
ducted. He  certainly  was  astonished 
to  hear  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  gravely  statiDg 
that  the  duties  aod  fees  specially  paid 
for  registration  formed  no  part  of  the 
fees  of  the  Office,  but  were  a  portion  of 
Imperial  Bevenue.  Forsooth,  said  he,  if 
this  Office  was  abolished  the  fees  would 
remain.  Evidently,  the  Chief  Secretary 
did  not  understand  on  and  in  respect  of 
what  those  duties  and  fees  were  levied 
and  paid.  He  appeared  to  consider  them 
as  ordinary  stamp  duties.  A  deed  was 
stamped  according  to  its  value  in  both 
oouDtries,  under  the  same  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment; but  in  Ireland,  in  addition  to 
that,  it  was  insisted  that  there  should  be 
a  MemoriiU  of  a  deed  prepared,  and  on 
that  Memorial  another  duty  stamp  should 
be  affixed ;  it  was  not  a  stamp  dutj  on 
the  deed,  but  a  stamp  duty  on  the  Me- 
morial. In  addition  to  all  this,  in  Ire- 
land, the  poorer  country,  a  duty  must 
be  paid  on  the  demand  for  a  search. 
There  were  also  fees  on  affidavits 
charged.  If  these  special  fees  and 
duties  were  accounted  for,  this  Office, 
instead  of  showing  a  deficiency,  would 
really  show  a  surplus.  He  was  rather 
surprised  at  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury falling  into  these  extraordioary 
and  confusing  blunders,  because,  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  paid  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  Beport  which  be  received 
from  the  Buyal  Commissioners,  he  would 
have  found  the  matter  voy  ploioly  set 
forth.   As  he  (Mr.  F.  Martin)  endea- 
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Tovnd  to  point  out  a  momoit  ago,  tha 
hon.  would  have  found,  if 

he  had  oarefully  studied  the  Beport  in 

aueaiion,  that  the  ohargee  imposed  on 
le  pnblto  in  respect  of  the  fi^stry 
Office  consisted  of  two  idaesee— firstly, 
the  feee  taken  in  the  Office ;  and,  se- 
condly, the  stamp  duties  payable  to  the 
Orofrn  in  respect  of  Memorials  such  as 
he  had  described,  and  in  respect  of  re- 
gister searches.  They  did  not  appear 
in  the  aoooant;  if  they  did,  so  far  from 
the  balance  being  against  the  Kegistry 
Office,  the  balance  would  be  in  its  f  aTOur. 
He  maintained  that  the  Treasury  at  the 
iweeent  moment  were  wrongfully  with- 
holdinjg  from  the  Irish  pubUc  £42,000, 
of  which  mention  had  been  made.  It 
waa  a  most  singular  thing  that  the  Trea- 
Bory  officials,  in  withholding  money  of 
this  description  from  the  publiC)  should 
have  had  recourse  to  a  statement  such  aa 
the  Oommittee  had  listened  to,  because,  in 
the  Teiy  Beport  to  which  referenoe  had 
been  made,  it  was  held  that  the  fees  and 
duties  reoeired  ought  to  go  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  Office.  The  Boyal 
Commissioners  said  that — 

"  It  iB  plain  from  the  laB^^;:e  of  the  d^u- 
tation  that  the  Office  fees  of  the  Begufcry  of 
Deeds  were  new  iatendsd  to  form  a  aouroe  of 
Imperial  revenue,  but  irere  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  benefit  of  persons  dealing  with 
undg  in  Ireland,  and  the  proper  maintenance  of 
the  Office ;  but,  notwithetanaing  the  provisions 
of  the  section,  we  have  evidence  that  sums 
amounting  to  upwards  of  £42,000  have  been 
receiTed  oy  tiie  Treasury  on  aooount  ni  these 
excess  of  fees." 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  contended 
that  it  was  trifling  with  the  common 
sense  and  judgment  of  the  Oommittee 
for  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
tell  them  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  Office  had  been  in  excess  of  the 
receipts.  Up  to  1H81,  £42,000  received 
in  emoluments  was  invested  and  applied 
to  Imperial  sources ;  and  he  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  give  the 
Conumttee  the  accoiints  since  1881.  He 
believed,  that  if  those  accounts  were 
given,  they  would  show  that,  even  in 
the  recent  bad  years,  there  had  been  an 
excess  of  receipts  over  the  expenditure 
in  the  Office  in  question ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly trusted  that  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mouaghan  (Mr.  Fiudlater) 
would  move  to  reduce  the  Vote. 

Mb.  GEA.Y  said,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  argued  that  certain  fees 
could  not  be  taken  into  account  or  placed 


to  the  credit  of  the  revenue  <^  (he  Offios ; 
and  he  had  said  that,  if  the  Offioe  were 
abolidied  to-morrow,  the  daties  payable 
to  the  Crown  would  remain  the  same. 
Was  that  the  fact?  If  the  Office  were 
abolii^ed  fo-morrow,  the  stamp  duties 
would,  no  doubt,  remain  the  same;  but 
what  would  become  of  the  duties  now 
charged  upon  Memorials  ?  As  he  xmder- 
stood  it,  no  such  thing  as  a  Memorial 
existed  in  England,  except  in  connection 
with  particular  legal  arrai^ements  for 
the  registry  of  deeds  in  Yorkshire  and 
Middlesex.  [Mr.  CouKTiraT  :  There  are 
many  Memorials.]  -  Ha  was  not  fa^Hnng 
of  the  deeds  registered  in  Ihe  Court  ai 
Chancery ;  but  he  was  talking  of  the 
register  kept  in  Dublin  of  all  transac- 
tions in  relation  to  land.  What  he 
wanted  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Seiae- 
tary  to  the  Treasiuy  upon  was  this  par- 
ticular ptnnt.  If  the  Office  were  abo- 
lished, would  these  parents  still  oome 
to  the  Grown  P  If  they  would  not,  was 
it  not  manifest  that  they  should  be  cre- 
dited to  the  Office,  and  not  to  the  gene- 
ral Imperial  Hevenue?  He  asked  the 
hon.  Qentleman  to  explain  the  positive 
statement  he  made  that,  if  the  Offioe 
were  abolished,  these  fees — by  these 
fees  he  meant  the  Office  fees  payable  on 
Memorials,  and  payable  for  searches  in 
the  Office — would  still  be  payable  to  the 
Crown.  What  right  would  the  Crown 
have  to  receive  the  fees  if  the  Office 
were  abolished  ?  If  they  were  only  fees 
payable  in  oouneotion  with  the  Office, 
and  not  general  fees  chargeable  and 
payable  for  Imperial  purposes,  how 
could  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasoty  con- 
tend that  thsij  ought  not  to  be  paid  to 
the  Offioe?  If  the  hon.  Gentfemaa's 
contention  be  wrong,  a  grave  question 
of  principle  was  involved  in  the  with- 
holding of  the  sum  of  £42,000.  Of 
course,  if  there  was  a  deficit,  the  pnbUo 
would  have  to  meet  it ;  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  surplus,  the  Office 
ought  to  be  credited  with  it.  He  ima- 
gined that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  admit  that  if  his  (Mr.  Ghray's) 
contention  were  right,  and  the  stamp 
duties  on  Memorials  and  the  fees  of  21t. 
for  searches  were  put  down  to  the  Office, 
the  revenue  of  the  Office  would  show  a 
surplus,  and  not  a  deficit.  If  it  be  tiie 
fact  that,  if  these  sums  were  credited  to 
the  Offioe,  there  would  be  a  surplus, 
that  surplus  should,  according  to  the 
whole  argomLont  of  the  hon.  C^enfle- 
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m&n,  be  devoted  to  the  Offiee.  He  (Mr. 
Qrav)  imi^ned  that  the  faon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  consent  to  that ;  there- 
fore, it  became  a  matter  of  extreme  im- 
portance to  decide  the  question  whether 
these  particular  sums  should  or  should 
not  be  credited  to  the  local  Office,  and 
not  to  Imperial  purposes.  He  contended 
that  the  fees  ehould  be  credited  to  the 
Office  ;  and  he  wanted  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  to  tell  him  whether  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  give  die 
House  a  Betum  showing  the  revenue  in 
eonneoticm  witii  the  fees — that  was  to 
say,  the  amounts  which  he  acknowledged 
should  be  credited  to  tbe  Office,  and  the 
amounts  payable  in  stamp  duties  on 
If  emorials,  and  for  seardiea  which  some 
pei^le  thought  ought  to  be  credited  to  the 
Office,  so  t^t  they  would  know  exactly 
how  Uiis  Office  account  stood,  and  whe- 
ther they  had  good  ground  to  make  good 
their  contention  that  the  Treasury  ought 
to  refund  the  £42,000,  and  whatever 
other  accumulations  might  have  taken 
place  since  1881  ?  If,  after  crediting 
the  faes  to  the  Office,  the  account  still 
showed  a  deficit,  his  (Mr.  Gray's)  argu- 
ment, of  course,  went  by  the  board. 
[Mr.  OouBTHET :  I  hare  no  objection.] 
Then  he  would  move  for  the  Betum. 
He  did  not  think  the  bon.  Gentleman 
had  sufficiently  recognized  the  difibrence 
between  the  stamp  duty  on  a  deed, 
wfateh,  of  course,  went  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  and  the  stamp  duty  in  con- 
nection wiUi  a  particular  local  Office 
vrocednre.  Where  they  had  a  local 
Offloe  exacting  stamp  duties  which  were 
not  generally  charged  elsewhere,  it  was 
muifest  that  those  charges  ought  to  be 
<vedited  to  the  Office. 

Hk.  WARTON  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cartow  (Mr.  Gray)  had  said  so 
well  a  good  deal  of  what  he  was  about 
to  say  that  it  was  not  necessary  he 
ahould  occupy  the  Committee  at  any 
great  length.  He  would  not  accuse  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  of  deliberately 
trying  to  confuse  their  minds ;  but  the 
hon.  Gentleman  certainly  appeared  to 
wish  to  confuse  their  minds  by  stating 
that  the  stamp  duties  on  conveyances 
would  not,  of  oourse,  be  paid  to  the 
Office.  Hiey  were  all  agreed  about  the 
stamp  duties  on  conveyances ;  but,  apart 
from  that  altogether,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  stamp  duty  on  Memorials  could 
not  exist  imless  Memorials  were  r^s- 
ter»d.  It  seemed  to  faint  that  no  pay- 


ment fbr  a  seareh  could  be  mad^  unless 

there  was  a  registry  in  which  that  search 
could  take  place  ;  therefore,  they  ought 
to  have  a  complete  and  honest  statement 
—not  a  vague  statement  about  £12,000 
or  £14,000 — of  what  was  received  in 
every  kind  of  way.  They  would  then 
know  what  was  the  income  of  this  Be- 
gistry  Office,  and  be  able  to  make  up 
their  minds  as  to  the  future  arrangement 
that  ought  to  be  made.  Tbe  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  never  shrank  from  what 
he  said,  and  the  objection  he  had  taken 
to  the  proposal  which  had  been  made 
by  hon.  Members  was,  that  if  all  the 
payments  made  in  the  Office  were  cre- 
dited to  the  Office,  there  would  still  be 
a  deficit.  If  there  would  be  a  deficit, 
how  was  it  there  was  a  suiplus  of 
£42,000  ;  how  had  that  money  been  ac- 
cumulated ?  He  (Mr.  Warton)  thought 
there  might  also  be  given  an  account  of 
what  had  become  of  the  £42,000.  He 
supposed  it  was  absorbed  in  the  general 
Bevenue  of  the  country.  Well,  now,  a 
point  with  regard  to  the  remuneration 
of  clerks  had  been  raised.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  whenever  a  post  was 
vacant  there  was  always  a  large  number 
of  applications  for  it,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  throwing  away  the  money  of 
the  country  if  they  were  to  make  ex- 
travagant payments  for  very  humble 
services;  but  it  was  one  of  the  ele- 
mentary evils  of  the  socnal  condition  of 
the  present  day  that  there  were  so  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  who 
wished  to  be  writers  and  derks.  The 
fact  was,  that  there  was  a  sort  of  con- 
tempt thrown  on  the  handycraftsman, 
and  therefore  it  was  tiiat  so  many  people 
were  found  to  refuse  to  work  with  their 
hands.  Discontent  came,  and  that  dis- 
content did  not  fail  to  find  expression. 
He  sympathized  with  the  argument  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  as  re- 
garded the  remuneration  of  clerks,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  one  exception.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  compared  the 
payment  of  IJrf.  a  folio  with  the  pay- 
ment of  lOrf.  an  hour.  He  (Mr.  Warton) 
was  not  going  to  say  how  many  folios 
a  scribe  could  write  in  an  hour;  but 
there  was  this  difference  between  the 
;  two  systems  of  payment — that  a  man 
who  was  paid  lOi^.  an  hour,  wrote  ac- 
cordingly ;  but  if  they  told  a  man  that 
he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  X^d,  per 
folio,  and  then  ^ve  him  ft  number  of 
words  to  write  lor  irhioh  he  was  not 
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paid,  thai  was  a  distinot  breach  of  faith. 
It  would  be  well  to  remedy  each  a  little 
matter,  becaaae,  when  men  reoeired  such 
very  small  salaries,  every  penny  or  half- 
penny was  of  importanoe  to  tibem,  and 
if  any  emoluments  were  deducted,  the 
tmployia  became  dissatisfied.  It  was 
not  fair  that,  if  men  were  paid  l^i.  for 
every  folio,  that  they  should  write  a 
single  word  that  did  not  form  part  of 
the  total.  If  men  were  paid  upon  the 
piece  system,  they  ought  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  every  bit  of  work  they  did. 
It  waa  only  natural  if,  upon  the  piece 
system,  a  man  ought  to  receive  but 
as  a  matter  of  fact  only  received  4d.,  that 
he  should  become  discontented.  Honesty 
was  the  better  policy,  as  far  as  the 
Government  were  concerned,  and  it  was 
far  better  that  they  should  say  that  l^d. 
a  folio  would  not  be  paid  when  they 
really  did  not  give  it.  A  little  justice 
in  that  respect  would  be  a  good  thing, 
and  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ought 
to  take  good  care  that  men  in  the  service 
of  the  Grown  were  not  defrauded  out  of 
anything  which  was  their  due. 

Mk.  small  confessed  that  he  heard 
with  great  surprise  and  dissatisfaction 
the  statement  of  the  hou.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  especially 
that  portion  of  it  which  related  to  the 
clerks  of  the  Registry  Office.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  the  clerks 
were  not  men  of  very  superior  intelli- 
geoce.  That  was  quite  true ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  there  was  no  Public  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland  which  was  so  satis- 
factorily worked  as  the  Registry  of 
Deeds.  He  (Mr.  Small)  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  working  of  the  Office 
for  many  years,  and  he  was  hardly 
aware  of  any  mistake  made  by  the  dorks. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Oourtney)  had 
not  as  yet  expluned  to  the  Committee 
why  it  was  that  in  almost  every  other 
Public  Office  in  Ireland  —  the  Local 
Governmeot  Board  Office,  the  Office  of 
the  Board  of  Works,  the  Paymaster 
General's  Office,  the  National  Education 
Office — there  were  first  aod  second  class 
clerks,  while  there  were  only  third  class 
clerks  in  the  Office  of  the  Registry  of 
Deeds.  He  certainly  did  not  think  that 
the  clerks  in  the  other  Offices  required 
any  greater  intelligence  than  those  in 
the  Office  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  Office  of  the  Board 
of  Works  was  unsatisfactory  and  in- 
efficient whereas  tiie  Registry  of  Deeds 

Mr.  Wkrtm 


Office  did  its  work  very  saiiaftuitoiily. 
The  Local  Qovemment  Bowrd  waa  dia- 
tingnished  for  doiujg  nothing  that  they 
could  possibly  avoid  doing.  The  Pay- 
master General's  Office  and  tiie  Natioiud 
Education  Office  were  Offices  with  whidi 
be  was  not  well  acquainted.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
said  that  in  a  very  short  time  he  though 
the  Office  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  could 
be  worked  by  one  or  two  Registrars  who 
would  Bupervize  a  number  of  clerks  of 
the  same  standing  as  those  now  em- 
ployed. [Mr.  CoDETNKY  :  No.]  He 
understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
that  one  or  two  Registrars  and  an  Assis- 
tant Reg^trar  with  a  number  of  clerks, 
would  be  sufficient  tu  do  the  work  of  the 
Office  ;  but  perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  kindly  state  what  he  did  say  ? 

Mb.  OOURTNET  said,  he  would  be 
glad  to  do  so.  The  hon.  Gtentleman 
(Mr.  Small)  asked  him  why  it  was  that 
third  class  clerks  were  employed  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  whilst  first  and 
second  class  clerks  were  employed  in 
other  Public  Offices  in  Ireland?  He  had 
previously  stated  that  the  Government 
wished  to  remove  the  obstacles  that  ex- 
isted in  the  way  of  the  clerks  receiving 
some  advance  ;  but  they  could  not  do 
anything  without  taking  steps  at  the 
same  time  for  the  removal  of  the  superior 
clerks.  Great  responsibility  was  thrown 
upon  the  Registrar,  and  it  was  thought 
that  if  an  Assistant  Registrar  ana  a 
limited  number  of  first  and  second  class 
clerks  were  appointed,  the  work  of  the 
Office  might  be  performed  very  satis- 
factorily. 

Mb.  SMALL  said,  he  oonld  not  sse 
very  much  difference  between  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  now  scud,  and  the 
observations  he  (M.r.  Small)  thought  ha 
had  made  originally.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
maa  spoke  of  a  limited  number  of  first 
and  second  class  clerks,  together  with  an 
Assistant  Registrar,  being  drafted  into 
the  Office ;  but  why  should  not  the 
superior  clerks  in  the  Office  be  made 
firbt  class  clerks,  and  the  clerks  of  an 
inferior  grade  be  made  seoond  class 
clerks  ?  He  failed  to  understand  whe- 
ther the  mode  of  admission  to  the  Office 
of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  was  different 
to  the  mode  of  admission  in  any  othnr 
Office  he  had  mentioned.  He  was  awue 
that  the  admission  into  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  Office  was  by  a  Teiy  open 
^tem  of  competition ;  but  he  was  not 
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avam  whether  that  was  bo  with  regard 
to  ai^  other  Office.  If  there  waa  act 
the  same  open  competition  in  the  Board 
of  Works  and  the  Local  Govemmeat 
Board  Offices,  and  so  on,  he  could  easily 
understand  how  it  was  there  were  so 
many  third  class  clerks  in  the  Hegistry 
of  Deeds  Office,  and  none  in  the  other 
Offioes.  The  Begistry  of  Deeds  Office, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  a  popular  Office, 
and  that,  no  doubt,  was  the  reason  why 
the  clerks  discharged  their  duties  so  ex- 
tremely well. 

Mb.  FINDLATEB  said,  he  thought 
that  the  stamp  duties  would  at  all  times 
be  Bufflcient  to  counterbalance  the 
expenditure  of  the  Office;  indeed,  the 
Hoyal  Commissioners  were  of  opinion 
that  they  would,  if  all  the  Duty  and  Office 
fees  went  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
Office.  He  admitted  the  courtesy  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury ;  but  he  oould 
not  allow  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
at  all  satisfactorily  answered  the  diffe- 
rent points  which  had  been  raised.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£1,000,  in  order  to  test  the  feeling  of 
the  Committee  by  a  Division. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 

"That  a  Bum,  not  excoediag  £11,670,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1885,  f or  the  Salnries 
and  £xpen3eB  of  the  Office  for  the  Registration 
of  Deeds  in  Ireland." — {Jffr.  Findlater.) 

Me.  DICK  PEDDIE  said,  he  was 
surprised  to  find  that  Irish  Members 
should  expect.after  what  took  place  with 
regard  to  the  Bolster  House,  Edin- 
burgh, that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury would  listen  to  their  ease.  He  en* 
tirely  sympathized  with  the  case  put 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  olerka  in 
Dublin ;  but  their  case  was  very  much 
less  strong  than  the  case  of  the  clerks 
in  Edinburgh.  The  third  class  clerks 
in  Dublin  began  at  £90  a-year,  rising 
by  £10  a-year  to  £200;  but  the  unfor- 
tunate third  class  olerks  in  Edinburgh, 
though  beginning  at  £90,  only  rose  by  £5 
a  year  to  £160.  At  the  same  time,  the 
latter  did  more  important  work  than  the 
clerks  in  Dublin,  not  only  doing  all  the 
work  the  clerks  in  Dublin  did,  but  also 
preparing  all  the  minutes  of  the  deeds 
sent  in  for  registration,  which  was  not 
done  by  the  olerks  in  Dublin,  but  by 
•oUoitorB  who  ohai^d  largely  for  the 
wwlc    The  elerks  ia  Edinbur^  re- 


ceived a  less  income  and  a  less  yearly 
increment  than  the  Dublin  clerks,  and 
they  could  not  expect  promotion  in  less 
than  25  or  30  years.  Still,  he  did  not 
think  that  because  the  Edinburgh  clerks 
were  badly  treated  it  would  be  right  to 
treat  the  Dublin  clerks  badly,  and, 
therefore,  he  should  support  the  Motion 
for  reduciug  the  Vote.  He  thought  the 
Irish  case  was  one  which  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  should  carefully  con- 
sider; and  he  hoped  that  by  helping 
to  vindicate  the  case  of  the  Dublin 
olerks,  he  might  do  something  to  induce 
the  hon.  Gentleman  next  year  to  look 
with  a  more  favourable  eye  on  the  claims 
of  those  unhappy  clerks  who  did  the 
national  work  in  Edioburgh,  and  wwe 
worse  paid  than  they  would  be  in  any 
private  office  in  the  country. 

Mb.  HEALY  observed,  that  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Dick-Feddie)  had  several 
times  taunted  the  Irish  Members  upon 
their  action  with  regard  to  Scotch  Votes ; 
but  he  would  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  Irish  Members  had  all  voted 
with  him,  except  the  hon.  Member  for 
Caran  (Mr.  Biggar),  who  was  well- 
known  to  be  a  rigid  teetotaller  in  re- 
spect to  financial  matters.  They  had 
voted  in  favour  of  the  Scotch  clerks; 
but  he  did  not  at  all  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member,  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  that 
the  Dublin  case  was  not  so  strong  as 
that  nf  Edinburgh,  because  the  clerks 
in  the  Begistry  of  Deeds  Office  in  Dub- 
lin performed  duties  to  which  there  was 
no  parallel  in  England  or  Scotland.  The 
Office  in  Dublin  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  important  and  most  valuable 
Offices  in  the  country,  in  which  no  rats- 
takes  were  made,  and  in  which  the  oierka 
performed  duties  of  a  most  laborious 
and  important  character,  but  were  worse 
treated  than  the  clerks  in  any  other 
Office.  A  Bill  had  been  passed  some 
time  ago,  to  give  them  some  additional 
remuneratioD,  on  the  representation  of 
his  hon.  Colleague  (Mr.  Findlater);  and 
the  very  fact  tliat  a  Bill  had  to  be  passed 
showed  how  these  clerks  had  been 
treated.  If  this  was  au  Office  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  or  some  other  rou- 
tine Office,  thero  would  be  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  giving  the  clerks  what 
they  wanted.  The  Board  of  Works  did 
nothing;  it  was  hated  by  everybody, 
and  got  everything  it  wanted  ;  while  a 
body  like  the  olerks  of  the  Begistry  of 
Deeds  Office,  who  were  admitted  to  b« 
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dfBoient,  against  whom  he  had  never 
heard  a  breath  of  complaint,  and  with 
regard  to  whom,  on  the  contrary,  solici- 
tors and  saitors  were  load  in  euiogium, 
were  refused  br  the  Government  what 
tiiey  had  asked  for  with  great  modera- 
tion. He  did  not  wish  to  disparage  the 
Scotch  clerks.  He  had  voted  in  their 
favour ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  cer- 
tainly thought  the  clerks  in  the  Dublin 
Office  occupied  a  peculiar  position,  and 
ought  to  be  treated  with  regard  to  that 
fact.  In  comparison  with  the  duties 
they  discharged  they  bad  not  been  fairly 
treated  by  the  Government,  and  if  they 
looked  at  the  onerous  and  responsible 
duties  cast  upon  them,  he  certainly 
thought  there  was  no  body  of  men  in 
the  country  who  more  deserved  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  and  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mb.  OOUBTNEY  pointed  out  that 
the  Bill  to  which  the  bon.  Member  had 
referred  was  necessarf  because  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  These  clerks  were 
paid  aooording  to  commercial  principles, 
having  regard  to  what  they  would  re- 
ceive for  similar  duties  in  a  private  office, 
and  the  question  was,  whether  that  plan 
should  be  adhered  to,  or  whether  an 
appeal  should  be  made  to  Parliament 
for  a  special  and  a  compassionate  allow- 
ance ?  The  receipts  of  the  Begistry  of 
Deeds  in  Dublin  did  not  at  present  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  Office ;  but  there 
were  accumulations  from  the  time  when 
the  Office  was  remunerative.  With  re- 
gard to  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  had  said, 
the  rate  of  pay  was  l^d.  a  folio,  and  the 
clerks  had  accepted  their  position  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  what  the  remunera- 
tion would  be. 

]£b.  WAETON  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Glentleman  as  to  the  proper  principle  of 
paying  these  clerks,  though  he  did  not 
much  like  the  oommeroial  principle.  He 
considered  l^d.  a  folio  a  low  rate  of 
pay.  The  Attorney  General  charged 
for  bills  of  costs  at  the  rate  of  4d.  a 
folio,  and,  of  course,  he  got  a  good 
profit. 

Mb.  FINDLATER  asked  whether  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  pro- 
duce a  Return,  if  moved  for,  showing  a 
statement  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
duty  stamps,  seals,  and  fee  stamps  on  all 
the  doouiuents,  so  that  they  might  test 
the  quMtion  whetiier  they  were  appli- 
oable  to  the  expenses  of  the  Office  ? 


Me.  OOURTNET  said,  he  would  be 
willing  to  ^ve  these  particulars,  with- 
out prejudice. 

Mb.  gray  said,  the  issue  was  not,aa 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  supposed* 
whether  these  clerks  should  be  paid  on 
commercial  principles  or  not.  That  was 
only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  total 
issue.  The  issue,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
wss  whether,  considering  the  nature  of 
their  duties,  these  clerks  should  be  given 
advantages  equal  to  those  given  to  clerks 
in  oth&r  Departments.  That  was  a  very 
different  thing  from  whether  they  should 
be  paid  only  upon  commercial  principles, 
or  receive  a  compassionate  allowance. 
He  was  not  at  all  in  favour  of  that 
course  ;  but  he  was  in  favour  of  paying 
what  was  fair,  judging  by  the  current 
rate  of  pay.  The  question  at  issue  was 
whether  these  olerl»  should  be  paid  ade- 
quately, and  he  contended  that  they 
should  be,  but  were  not.  An  important 
point  was  whether  the  revenues  of  this 
Office  were  dealt  with  in  consonanra 
with  the  spirit  of  the  express  words  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  bad  not  explained  how 
he  maiutained  his  assertion  that  the 
special  duties  charged  in  this  Office  in 
connection  with  the  services  of  the  Office 
should  not  be  credited  to  the  Office,  and 
that  if  the  Office  did  not  exist  the  fees 
would  still  have  to  be  paid.  That  was 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  specifi- 
cally stated.  Then  as  to  the  commercial 
principle,  that  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  ad- 
mirable sentiment,  and  came  very  well 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Was  the  hon. 
Gentleman  ready  to  abide  by  that  prin- 
ciple generally,  or  did  he  only  apply  it 
to  these  poor  scriveners — ^thaae  animated 
machines  ?  How  about  the  Head  of  the 
Office?  Who  was  the  Head  of  the 
Office,  and  was  be  appointed  by  the  late 
Government  on  oommeroial  principles  f 
He  was  a  broken-down  editor,  and  he 
was  appointed  solely  because  he  bad  for 
years  and  years  constituted  his  paper 
the  tool  and  organ  of  the  Whig  official 
class  in  Dublin.  When,  in  consequence 
of  public  opinion  deserting  him,  his 
paper  was  reduced  to  a  worthless  condi- 
tion, and  practically  to  bankruptcy,  the 
Government  rewarded  this  gentleman, 
on  commercial  principles,  of  course,  by 
giving  him  the  Headship  of  an  Office  of 
which  he  knew  nothing  at  all,  and  a 
salary  of  £1,000  or  £1,^00  a-year.  He 
was  certMn  that  when  that  gentleman 
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entered  the  Office  he  had  not  the  most 
remote  notion  of  how  a  deed  was  ref^is- 
tered,  and  his  sole  claim  to  the  office 
was  that  he  had  heen  the  proprietor  of 
a  paper  in  Dublin  which  he  had  made 
the  tool  of  the  Goremment,  and  which 
became  no  longer  usefiil  for  that  pur- 
poee,  because  the  people  would  hare 
nothing  more  to  do  with  it.  In  saying 
that  he  was  not  animated  bv  any  per- 
sonal feeling,  for  the  paper  had  disap- 
peared for  10  or  15  years,  deserted  by 
the  people.  He  held  that  the  oommer- 
oiai  principle  i^ould  be  applied  to  the 
entire  Office,  if  ap|died  at  all,  and  he 
contended  that  any  man  who  had  served 
for  a  long  time  in  any  Public  Depart- 
ment should  be  allowed  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  a  perroaGent  official  and  of 
rising  to  other  posts  when  they  became 
vacant  It  was  most  disconragiog  and 
demoralizing  to  such  men  to  find  per- 
sons from  outside  put  over  their  heads, 
not  on  commercial,  but  on  politioal  prin- 
raples. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dwided  :—Ajes  28; 
Noes  45:  Uajority  17.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  198.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrMd  to. 

Motion  mode,  and  Question  pro- 


posed, 


"That  a  BUm,  not  exceeding'  £83,130  (in- 
clading  a  Snpplemeatary  sum  of  £26,810),  be 
granted  to  Her  Maj&Bty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  SIst  day  of  Murcb  1886,  for  the  8alariea 
and  Expenses  of  the  OflKoe  of  tbo  Iiiih  Land 
Comnoisaioo." 

Me.  HEALT  said,  that  it  was  an  un- 
fortunate thing  to  have  to  rise  to  speak 
on  this  matter,  when  there  was  no  one 
connected  with  the  Irish  Office  on  the 
Treasury  Bench ;  but  he  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  two  or  three  matters  in 
connection  with  this  Tote,  in  regard  to 
which  he  had  already  given  Notice  to 
the  House.  He  observed,  in  the  first 
place,  that  there  was  a  very  large  de- 
crease in  the  Vote  this  year  of  nearly 
£70,000,  the  amount  lut  year  having 
been  £157,381,  while  this  year  it  was 
£88,090.  That  decrease  was,  of  coarse, 
due  in  a  large  degree  to  the  fact  that 
the  fair  rent  cases  appeared,  judging 
from  the  statistics,  to  be  in  a  fair  way 
to  being  all  settled.  He  noticed  that, 
aocording  to  a  Betom  dated  June  30th, 


of  114,544  oases,  the  Land  Oommis- 
sion  claimed  to  have  disposed  of 
105,058  cases,  leaving  about  9,000  cases 
still  to  be  disposed  of.  In  reality,  of 
course,  they  had  only  disposed  of  about 
74,000  cases,  as  over  30,000  had  been 
either  withdrawn  or  dismissed.  His 
complaint  that  night  was  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  asked  to  discuss  this  Yote 
without  having  any  information  as  to 
the  character  of  the  Sab-Commissioners, 
except  a  simple  statement  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  that  certain  gentlemen  would 
no  longer  continue  Sub-Ocnnmiffiioners. 
There  was  no  printed  document  to  which 
they  could  refer,  giving  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  to  continue 
and  those  who  were  not  toremain.  Thai 
was  not  a  proper  way  in  which  to  dis- 
cuss this  Vote,  and  he  must  complain 
of  those  who  were  respoosible  in  this 
matter  for  not  having  provided  the 
House  of  Commons  with  information  of 
a  precise  and  adequate  character  respect- 
ing the  gentlemen  who  were  charged 
with  the  responsible  duties  of  fixing 
fair  rents.  It  was  true  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  stated  that  certain  gentlemen, 
were  to  be  dismissed  ;  bnt  they  were  left 
to  work  out  piecemeal  and  by  subtrac- 
tion those  who  were  to  remain. 

Mb.  TSEYELYAN  said,  he  had  given 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
not  to  be  continued;  but  there  was  no  oc- 
casion to  give  those  who  wore  to  remain. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  his  unpreaaion 
was  the  other  way;  but,  at  all  events, 
his  point  was,  that  merely  giving  a  state- 
ment in  the  House  which  no  one  could 
carry  away  in  his  head  was  no  way 
in  which  to  deal  with  this  matter. 
The  Government  were  at  no  loss  for 
funds,  and  to  print  a  small  slip  or  docu-  ' 
ment  giving  the  names  of  tiiose  who 
were  remaining  or  leaving  could  not 
have  been  too  much  even  for  the  intelli- 
ligenoe  of  the  Irish  Office.  He  had  been 
at  some  pains  to  find  out  which  gentle- 
men were  to  be  continued — without  re- 
ference that  was  to  the  seven  years* 
men — uid  he  mnat  say  that  anything 
more  oaleulated  to  infuse  distrust  into 
the  minds  of  the  Irish  tenants  he  had 
never  imagined.  With  regard  to  the 
Commissioners,  it  was  most  extraordi- 
nary that  the  Government  had  dtemiseed 
everyone  whose  term  would  elapse  on 
the  3 1  st  of  August,  who  was  trusted  by 
the  tenants,  and  had  kept  on  everybody 
who  had  been       subjeot  of.  complaint 
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on  the  part  of  tho  tenants.  All  vltom 
the  Turj  Members  had  assailed  had 
gone  down  before  the  landlords'  adro* 
cates ;  whereas  men  like  Mr.  Grey,  Mr. 
Meek,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  others  of  that 
stamp,  who  had  given  satisfaction,  to  a 
largeeztent,  tothelrish  tenants,  had  gone 
"  where  the  woodbine  twineth."  Erery- 
oneattaokedbjtheright  hon.  andleamed 
Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
(Mr.  G-ibson)  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  the  County  of  Dublin  (Co- 
lonel King-Harman)  had  gone,  while 
those  Commissioners,  whom  he  (Mr. 
Healy)  and  his  Friends  had  assailed,  re- 
mained in  office.  Who  had  been  left 
at  that  moment.  Let  them  consider  the 
residuum.  He  proposed  to  give  a  bio- 
graphical acoount  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  to  be  retained.  There  was,  first 
of  all,  Mr.  Burke,  a  Protestant  gentle- 
man, son  of  an  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board — that  in  itself  being, 
of  course,  a  recommendation  for  him  to 
be  appointed  to  fix  rents — a  Conserva- 
tive and  a  strong  landlord  partizan. 
The  very  fact  that  he  was  the  son  of  a 
Local  Government  Board  Inspector  made 
him  almost  a  man  sent  from  Heaven 
with  a  stamp  of  extra  fitness  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office.  Mr.  Burke  was 
a  barrister.  Hon.  Members  would  not 
be  able  to  discover  that  fact  from  having 
seen  his  name  in  the  papers,  because  he 
(Mr.  Healy)  could  not  find  that  he  ever 
held  a  brie^  but  they  would  discover  it 
if  they  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of 
looking  over  J%«  £aa  Liti.  Well,  Mr. 
Burke  was,  of  course,  a  Oonserratira  in 
politics — a  strong  Tory  parUzan — and 
what  could  be  a  higher  qnaliSoation  for 
any  man  to  fix  rents  in  Ireland  ?  Well, 
Mr.  Burke  was  No.  1.  Then  he 
came  to  the  name  of  Mr.  M*Devitt. 
Now,  if  there  was  any  person  in  Ire- 
land in  whom  the  people  of  that  oountiy 
had  no  confidence,  it  was  Mr.  M'Devitt. 
He  was  the  son  of  a  tenant  farmer  ;  but 
he  had  discarded  that  position  in  life, 
and  he  was  now  imbibed  with  the  worst 
mrejadices  of  the  class  in  whose  ranks 
ne  aspired  to  enter,  and  whose  favour, 
to  a  certain  extent,  he  appeared  to  hare 
obtained.  At  any  rate,  be  had  the  con- 
fidence of  Her  Majesly-'s  Government, 
and  they  had  continued  him  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  drown  as  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  fix  rents.  He  had  already  de- 
scribed Mr.  M'Devitt's  viat  to  Uister ; 
and  when  he  oouidared  tiie  lettm  that 
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had  been  written  to  the  newspapers,  and 
the  hue  and  cry  raised  in  the  ooantry 
about  Mr.  M'Devitt,  he  was  certainly 
amazed  to  find  that  Earl  Spencer  should 
fly  in  the  teeth  of  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  by  continuing  this 
man  in  office.  Of  course,  Mr.  M'Devitt 
had  a  oonscience,  but  it  was  a  landlord's 
conscience,  and  whenever  the  interests 
of  the  tenant  had  to  be  balanoed  against 
those  of  the  landlord,  Mr.  M'Devitt's 
qualms  of  conscience  always  weighed 
him  down  upon  the  landlord's  side. 
While  they  dismissed  men  like  Wild, 
Meek,  Davidson,  and  Grey,  they  con- 
tinued to  employ  men  like  M'Devitt.  If 
Uiey  desired  to  employ  certain  offleials, 
who  were  notorious  landlords'  men,  why 
did  Uiey  not  mix  up  half-a-dozen  of  them 
with  half-a-dosen  tenants'  taxm.,  so  as  to 
do  the  thing  with  some  appearance  of 
fairaese  and  decency?  Mr.  M'Devitt, 
like  Mr.  Burke,  had  been  called  to  the 
Bar ;  but  he  was  a  barrister  under  false 
pretences.  He  bad  made  a  representa- 
tion to  the  Benchers  that  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  practising  in  Ireland ;  but  as 
soon  as  he  had  8ucceede(I  in  gettiag 
called  to  the  Bar  by  the  Benchers,  Mr. 
M'Devitt  practised  at  the  Bar  like  any 
other  Irish  gentleman.  The  North- West 
Bar,  which  Mr.  M'Devitt  had  joined,  had 
marked  their  disapproval  of  his  breach 
of  faith  by  having  "  blackbeaned"  him, 
and  therefore  he  had  been  appointed  a 
Sub-Commissioner.  Those  were  hia  cre- 
dentials ;  hut  he  believed  that  Mr. 
M'Devitt  had  a  further  daim  in  the 
asdstanoe  he  had  givMi  at  a  recent 
Tyrone  election  on  behalf  of  the  Liberal 
candidate.  His  dums  to  the  confidence 
of  the  tenants  were  absolutely  ni7,  al- 
though he  professed  to  have  worked  in 
their  behalf  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
R-evention  of  Crime  Act  of  1881.  At 
the  outset  of  his  career,  no  doubt,  Mr. 
M'Devitt  declared  himself  the  friend  of 
the  tenant;  but  at  the  moment  it  be- 
came necessary  to  obtain  a  position  as  a 
friend  of  the  landlords,  Mr.  M'Devitt 
was  not  ashamed  to  wheel  entirely 
round.  He  passed  on  now  to  the  next 
gentleman,  also  a  barrister,  Mr.  Bear- 
don.  Mr.  Keardon,like  Mr.  Burke  and 
Mr.  M'Devitt,  never  had  any  practice 
at  the  Bar,  and,  of  course,  as  the  Go- 
vernment were  at  great  straits  to  get 
gentlemen  to  act  as  L^al  Commisuoaezs, 
th^  had  been  obliged  to  fall  back  on 
the  brigade  of  brieflMs  banisters  who 
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hnng  about  Dublin,  and  to  shore  them 
anyhow  into  the  position  of  Legal  Oom- 
miesioners.  Mr.  Keardon's  principal 
claim  to  office  was  that,  on  sereral  occa- 
aions,  as  representing  the  Commission 
on.  which  he  had  served,  he  had  been 
burnt  in  effigy  by  the  tenants.  Mr. 
Keardon  had,  accordingly,  been  ap- 
pointed a  Sub- Commissioner.  Now,  a 
^ntleman  who  had  been  burnt  in  effigy 
should,  undoubtedly,  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers.  Certainly 
the  fact  ought  to  increase  his  credit  with 
Karl  Spemer  at  Dublin  Ca»tle,  because 
that  noble  £arl  had  over  and  over  i^ain 
been  burnt  in  effigy ;  and  it  ought  to 
require  no  other  credentials  whatever  to 
entitle  a  man  to  an  appointment  as  Legal 
Oommissioner.  Then  he  came  to  the 
Doxt  gentleman,  Mr.  Doyle.  Mr.  Doyle 
happened  to  belong  to  the  connty,  the 
borough  of  which  he  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
represented  for  some  time — namely, 
WeaJord.  Mr.  Doyle  was  also  a  Legal 
Oommissioner,  and  he  was  a  Legal 
Oommissioner  because  he  had  never  had 
a  brief  in  his  life.  That  fact,  of  course, 
gave  him  unquestionable  claim  upon 
Her  Majesty's  Qovemment.  The  mere 
fact  that  a  man  was  required  for  the  office 
of  Legal  Commissioner,  and  that  persons 
GOnld  be  found  who  never  held  a  brief, 
tindoabtedly  constituted  at  once  a  very 
strong  reason  why  Earl  Spencer  should 
employ  them.  Mr.  Dojle  further  had 
the  influence  of  his  Conservative  friends 
who  were  very  powerful  in  Dublin 
Oastle,  and  Mr.  Doyle  had  very  little 
difficulty  in  retaining  his  position. 
Mr.  Doyle's  legal  light  was,  in  the  first 
instance,  not  recognized,  and  his  origi- 
nal apipointment  was  that  of  Agricultural 
CommiBStoner ;  but  having  gained  ex- 

{;erience  as  a  fixer  of  rents,  from  a  land- 
ord's  point  of  view,  Mr.  Doyle  sud- 
denly blossomed  out  as  a  Legal  Oom- 
sioner,  and  was  now  continued  in 
that  capacity.  He  now  came  to  the 
gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  act 
as  Lay  Commissioners.  First,  there 
was  Mr.  Watpole,  Of  Mr.  Walpole  he 
would  imly  say  that  if  the  voice  of  his 
own  tenants  could  penetrate  into  that 
House,  Mr.  Walpole  would  never  have 
been  heard  of  as  a  Sub-Commissioner. 
He  was  a  Tory  in  politics,  and  a  no- 
torioiuAy  bad  landlord,  distrusted  by 
every  man  who  had  been  brought  in 
contact  with  him.  His  decisions  were 
appealed  against  and  dismissed.  But 


it  would  be  found  that  Mr.  Walpole 
possessed  everything  that  ought  to  con- 
stitute a  Landlord  Commissioner.  Then 
came  Mr.  Barry.  Mr.  Barry  was  a  Ca- 
tholic  gentleman;  but  it  was  remark- 
able in  Ireland  how  the  Government 
picked  out  all  the  "  Shanneen  "  Catholics 
they  could  find  if  they  desired  to  ap- 
point any  man  to  any  office  of  profit. 
Mr.  Barry  was  a  Catholic  landlord,  and 
he  had  shown  himself,  throughout  his 
judgments,  one  of  the  greatest  and 
bitterest  enemies  of  the  tenant  fanner. 
It  seemed  as  though  the  Government^ 
having  exhausted  all  the  bigoted  Pro- 
testants they  could  find,  fell  back  upon 
the  rotten  Catholics ;  and  he  must  say 
that  this  system  of  governing  a  people 
by  men  whom  the  people  themselves 
detested  and  despised  was  a  remarkable 
feature  of  the  Government  of  Ireland. 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  appeared  to 
have  employed  a  microscope  in  order  to 
discover  and  drag  out  their  agents  by 
that  means  from  utter  obscurity.  As 
long  as  there  was  an  objectionable  man 
left  in  Ireland,  Earl  Spencer  would  get 
hold  of  him  and  utilize  him  in  building 
up  the  foundation  of  peace  and  order 
and  security  in  Ireland,  at  any  rate,  for 
the  next  15  years.  The  next  man  wu 
Mr.  Bamford.  Mr.  Bamford  was  a 
land  agent,  and  a  detested  land  agent, 
and,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  course,  he 
had  been  appointed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Gh)verament;  and  Mr.  Bamford  had 
been  sent  round  upon  estates,  in  which 
he  was  himself  personally  interested,  in 
order  to  fix  rents  upon  his  own  relatives. 
The  manner  in  which  he  had  fixed  those 
rents  upon  tenants,  who  were  his  own 
relatives,  had  already  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House.  Of 
course,  a  man  of  suoh  a  character  was 
bound  to  be  employed  as  a  Sub-Com- 
missioner. Mr.  Mowbray,  another  Sub- 
Commissioner,  was,  as  far  as  he  recol- 
lected, a  Scotchman.  Of  course,  in  deal- 
ing with  Irish  rents,  they  must  naturally 
have  a  Scotchman.  The  first  thing  to 
do  in  Ireland  was  to  subject  the  £rish 
people  to  the  judicial  influences  of  a 
Scotchman  ;  that  appeared  to  be  one  of 
the  great  principles  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Even  the  Chief  Secretary 
represented  s  Bootoh  borough ;  but  whe- 
ther he  was  a  Scotchman  Umself,  he 
(Mr.  Healy)  was  unable  to  say.  Of 
course,  that  fact  might  have  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  appointm^t  ojE^Mr.  Mow- 
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bray.  Mr.  Mowbray's  Brst  daim  to  the 
appointment  was  that  he  was  a  Sootoh- 
man ;  secondly,  that  he  was  a  Tory ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  he  was  Secretary  to  the 
Agrioultural  Society  of  Ireland,  whioh 
was  a  Landlords*  Association.  Mr. 
Mowbray's  conduct  on  the  Bench  had 
been  of  such  a  character  that  the 
tenants  r^;arded  him  as  their  worst 
enemy;  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Mowbray 
had  been  oontinned  in  his  position  as 
Commissioner,  while  sooh  men  as 
Meek,  Davison,  Crane,  and  Grey  had 
been  got  rid  of.  There  was  still  an- 
other— namely,  Mr.  Lynch — who,  strange 
to  say,  although  a  barrister,  had  not 
been  appointed  a  Legal  Commissioner. 
He  could  not  understand  why  Mr.  Lynoh 
had  been  appointed  a  Lay  Commis- 
sioner, because  Mr.  Lynch,  like  all  the 
other  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  re- 
ferred, had  never  held  a  brief.  He, 
therefore,  failed  to  see  why  he  should 
not  bare  been  appointed  a  Legal  Com- 
missioner. By  some  strange  freak  the 
Goremment  had  only  appointed  Mr. 
Lynch  a  Lay  Commissioner.  He  (Mr. 
Healy)  thought  it  was  a  great  mistake. 
He  did  not  know  whether  Legal  Oom- 
missioners  drew  higher  salaries  than  the 
rest ;  but  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lynoh  had 
never  held  a  brief  had  not  men  suffi- 
cient to  insure  his  promotion.  He  cer- 
tainly saw  no  reason  in  the  wcwld  why 
Ur.  Lynch  should  be  alloved  to  remain 
among  the  common  herd  of  Lay  Com- 
missioners. What  Mr.  Lynch  did  not 
know  about  land  would  fill  a  library. 
Mr.  Lynch,  being  an  extremely  young 
man,  had  had  no  real  agricultural  ex* 
perienoe  whatever,  and,  having  had 
none,  he  was  considered  fit  to  adorn  the 
position  of  Lay  Commissioner.  He  had 
now  gone  through  the  list  of  the  gentle- 
men Her  Majesty's  Government  pro- 
posed to  continue  in  the  office  of  Sub- 
Commissioner ;  but  he  would  ask  why, 
in  the  name  of  common  sense,  gentie- 
men  of  this  kind  had  been  continued, 
ud  why  other  gentlemen  had  been 
dismissed?  The  infraenoe  was  plain. 
Why  had  Mr.  Me^  been  dismissed? 
Why  had  Mr.  Wild  gone?  Why  should 
they  never  hear  again  of  Mr.  Davidson, 
of  Mr.  Grey,  of  Mr.  Crane,  and  others  ? 
It  was  because  the  Government  had 
found  it  inconvenient,  in  view  of  the 
Tory  attacks  upon  them,  and  especially 
of  Uie  attacks  in  "  another  place,"  to 
continue  them ;  and  the  Oommissioneis 
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who  were  dismissed  wer«  those  who  had 
acted  with  the  greatest  faimeas  towards 
the  tenants.  The  conduct  of  the  Honae 
of  Lords  in  this  matter  had  been  the 
curse  of  the  Land  Act.  In  the  House 
of  Commons  the  friends  of  the  tenants 
had  never  been  able  to  bring  forward 
their  grievances,  because  the  Rules  of  the 
House,  and  the  time  which  was  at  the 
disposal  of  private  Uembws,  were  such, 
that  even  with  constant  attempts  it  waa 
impossible  to  Ining  the  grievances  of  the 
people  before  the  House.  But  noble 
Lords,  who  were  themselves  interested 
in  land  in  Ireland,  when  th^  found 
the  Land  Commissioners  acting  impro- 
perly, from  a  landlord's  point  of  view, 
had  only  to  put  down  a  Motion  on  the 
Books  in  order  to  bring  on  a  discussion. 
Everybody  who  knew  him  knew  that  he 
had  never  had,  nor  was  ever  likely  to 
have,  an  acre  of  land  in  his  life.  He 
had,  therefore,  no  more  interest  in  this 
matter,  from  a  personal  point  of  view, 
than  tiie  first  man  they  might  meet  ia 
the  street ;  but  Members  of  tiie  House  ol 
Commons  could  not  bring  thedr  griev- 
ances fairly  forward,  and  speak  on  be- 
half of  those  they  represented,  while 
noble  Lords  in  "  another  place,"  the  mo- 
ment they  found  that  &ings  were  going 
in  a  way  they  considered  improper,  as 
landlords,  had  only  to  put  down  a  Mo- 
tion (m  the  Books  of  the  House,  and  in 
a  jifiy  apologetic  speeches  came  from 
Lord  Carlingford  and  other  noble  Lords 
who  represented  the  Government,  but 
who  were  totally  unfitted  to  speak  on 
Irish  subjects.  The  consequence  was 
that  the  attacks  on  the  Commissioners 
conducted  in  the  House  of  Lords  had 
been  sufficient  to  intimidate  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  who  had  been  endeavour- 
ing to  do  their  duty.  Their  decisions 
had  been  distinctly  attacked  in  that 
House.  Motions  had  been  put  down 
which  enabled  certain  noble  Lords  to 
bring  the  queetioa  forward ;  and  the 
result  was  that  every  Sub-Gommiauoner 
who  had  acted  with  any  approach  to 
fairness  had  been  dismissed.  Thay 
might  call  it  dismissal,  discontinuance,  or 
suspension,  or  anything  else  they  liked 
in  the  vocabulary  of  official  phrases ;  but 
he  called  it  dismissal,  and  dismissal  be- 
cause they  were  attacked  in  "  another 
place  "  by  noble  Lords  who  belonged  to 
the  Tory  Party.  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  only  facility  they  had  for 
attacking  the  Ooaunission  or  the  ag«Dts 
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of  the  GKiTernment  was  once  a- year, 
when  the  Vote  for  the  Land  Commission 
was  brought  forward.  He  ventured  to 
assert  that  if  the  Government  had  been 
willing  to  pay  attention  to  the  complaints 
and  demands  of  the  Irish  people,  instead 
of  pinning  their  faith  on  the  complaints 
of  noble  Lords,  that  very  few  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  continued  in 
office  would  have  been  acting  now  as 
Sub-OommissionerB.  This  was  the  state 
of  affairs.  They  bad  created  a  gangrene 
in  the  minds  of  the  tenants  of  Iruand. 
They  thought  they  were  settling  the 
Ijand  Question.  Aye,  they  were^settling 
it  with  stioking-plfuster— underneath  the 
old  sore  was  running;  and,  although  it 
might  be  that  by  their  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act,  for  a  time,  they  might  be 
keeping  down  the  real  public  sentiment 
upon  the  abortive  work  of  the  last  few 
years,  these  sticking -plaister  remedies 
would  yet  be  found  to  be  utterly  futile. 
They  could  not  keep  the  country  in  its 
present  position,  straight- waistcoated  as 
it  was.  He  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  what  happened 
the  other  day  at  the  Limerick  Conven- 
tion. At  that  Convention  the  qiieation 
of  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
noners  was  considered  by  a  representa- 
tive  body  in  the  most  calm  and  moderate 
manner.  It  waa  an  expression  of  opi- 
nion by  tenant  farmers ;  and  what  was 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  delegates  ? 
The  County  of  Limerick  was  one  of  the 
moet  prosperous  and  comfortable  in  the 
whole  of  Ireland,  enjoying  as  rich  a  soil 
as  any  county  in  the  country.  But  at 
that  Convention  the  delegates  expressed 
their  opinion  by  resolution  that  sooner 
or  later  a  strike  would  come  against  the 
judicial  rents  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
Sub-Commissioners.  Of  course,  having 
passed  that  resolution,  no  notice  was 
taken  of  it.  The  Government  might 
treat  the  matter  lightly,  because  anyone 
could  govern  in  a  state  of  siege;  but 
they  would  find  in  the  end  that  it  was 
deserving  of  their  serious  consideration. 
Nobody  admired  more  tikan  he  did  the 
straight  up-and-down  way  in  which  the 
Ghi«  Secretary  endeaToured  to  address 
himself  to  his  duties.  He  had  never 
attempted  to  depreciate  his  uniform  cour- 
tesy to  the  Lrish  Members ;  they  were 
treated  by  him  at  all  times  with  fairness, 
as  far  as  fairness  could  be  exhibited  by 
the  partizan  of  one  side  towards  the  par- 
tizan  of  another ;  but,  at  the  same  tune, 
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while  he  admired  the  speeches  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  believed  that 
he  endeavoured  to  discharge  his  work 
with  official  conBcientiousneas,  as  far  as 
his  mind  would  enable  him  to  address 
himself  to  the  work,  from  every  prac- 
tical point  of  view  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  just  about  as  fit  for  the  posi- 
tion he  occupied  as  he  (lir.  Healy)  would 
be  to  govern  the  entire  world.  There  was 
a  total  want  of  sympathy  on  his  part  with 
the  Irish  people ;  a  failure  to  appreciate 
and  to  understand  what  it  was  they 
wanted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  first-class  clerks  in  Ire- 
land, and  if  he  wanted  to  carry  on  any 
new  idea,  he  dared  not  initiate  it  or  take 
it  in  hand.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say — "I  will 
have  this  or  that  done."  He  waa  imme- 
diately put  off  by  some  first-class  clerk 
in  Dublin,  with  a  salary,  of  £760  a-year, 
who  said — "Tou  cannot  do  that;  that 
would  be  altogether  against  the  rules. 
You  must  continue  Mr.  M'Devitt,  but 
we  cannot  have  Mr.  Meek  or  Mr.  Grey  ; 
because  in  Dublin  Castle  we  understand 
all  these  things,  and  you  do  not.  You 
may  understand  something  about  India 
and  a  little  about  Devonshire,  or  the 
Border  Burghs;  but  yuu  do  not  know 
anything  about  Ireland."  The  result 
waa  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  fol- 
lowed humbly  in  the  track  into  which  he 
was  directed.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Healy') 
wished  to  know  whether  this  was  a  Land 
Act  passed  for  the  people  or  not,  or  were 
the  Government  prepared  to  depend  upon 
the  Land  Act  when  they  had  got  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  no  longer  in 
operation  ?  That  was  the  point  to  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  and  the  Badi- 
cals  of  England  must  address  themselves. 
They  could  not  coerce  the  people  of  Ire- 
land for  ever,  and  sooner  or  later  they 
must  give  up  their  coercive  rigime. 
Next  year  they  would  have  the  Bepre- 
sentation  of  the  People  Bill  to  consider, 
and  th^  knew,  from  the  Prime  Minister, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  pass  a  Bedia- 
tribution  Bill  in  the  same  year ;  but 
surely  it  would  be  harder  to  pass  a  Pre- 
vention of  Crime  Act.  Already  hon. 
Members  were  beginning  to  appeal  to 
their  constituents.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  opposite  the  Member  for  Chel- 
sea (Mr.  Firth),  who  had  voted  steadily 
all  through  for  the  Prevention  of  Grime 
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Mb.  FtRTH  aaid,  he  was  aorry  to 
inteirupt  the  hon.  If  ember ;  but  it  was 
^uite  a  mistake  tr>  represent  him  as  hav- 
ing steadily  voted  all  through  for  the 
Provention  of  Grime  Act. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  be  accepted  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber ;  but,  noTertheless,  he  had  the  im- 
pression that  the  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman,  and  a  good  many  of  his  Friends, 
had  voted  steadily  for  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Aot.  They  now  found  that  it  was 
necessary  to  go  to  their  constituents,  and 
it  was  wonderful  how  they  were  begin- 
ning to  appreciate  the  statistics  of  Ire- 
land in  regard  to  the  decrease  of  crime. 
As  their  only  reliance  must  be  the  Irish 
Land  Act,  why  on  earth  could  not  they 
see  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  it  car- 
ried out  honestly  and  fairly  ?  He  had 
never  been  an  advocate  of  the  justice  of 
fixing  rents ;  he  believed  tb^-y  could  not 
do  it.  He  had  never  voted  for  the  Land 
Act,  because  he  believed  that  it  was  an 
impossible  settlement  of  the  Ijand  Ques- 
tion ;  but  he  had  endearoured  to  improve 
tha  Act  as  much  as  possible.  But  the 
fact  that  it  was  an  impossible  settlement 
of  the  I<and  Question  was  no  reason  why 
its  administration  should  be  giveu  into 
the  hands  of  landlord  partizana.  If 
there  were  to  be  parttzans  of  the  land- 
lords, let  them  act  in  a  straight  up-and- 
down  manner,  and  have  partizaus  ap- 
pointed on  the  side  of  the  tenants.  If 
they  were  to  have  40  partizans  of  the 
landlords,  let  them  have  40  partizans  of 
the  tenants.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
out  of  the  70  or  80  men  the  Gurernment 
had  appointed,  they  had  not  appointed 
more  than  a  dozen  who  represented  the 
tenants'  side  of  the  question ;  and  the 
moment  any  one  of  them  gave  a  de- 
cision against  the  landlord,  he  was 
instantly  dismissed  at  the  instance  of 
some  noble  Lord  in  "another  place." 
The  landlords  did  not  know  what  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  ^ey  owed  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Gibson).  He  ventured  to  think  that  by 
the  action  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  on  the  I^nd  Act  alone  he  had 
saved  the  landlords,  at  least,  £1,000,000 
a-year,  and  by  his  constant  and  untiring 
efforts  on  their  behalf  he  had  saved  them 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  pounds  in 
the  shape  of  an  adequate  reduction  of 
rents.  The  landlords  did  not  realize  the 
service  of  their  best  friends ;  but  the 


unwearied  patience  of  the  right  hon.  an4 
learned  Gentleman  on  their  behalf  had 
simply  astonished  him  (Mr.  Healy).  The 
tenants  had  arrayed  against  them  the 
Whigs  and  the  Tories  combined,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  dozen  or  a  score 
of  the  people's  advocates  in  that  Honss, 
there  was  no  one  to  present  their  cause  to 
the  country.  With  the  House  of  Lords 
closed  against  them ;  with  all  the  entire 
hierarchy  opposed  to  them;  with  Earl 
Spencer  a  landlord,  Mr.  Yemon  a  land- 
lord, and  Mr.  Justice  O'Hagan  an  in- 
vertebrate Whig,  the  entire  body  of  the 
Land  Court  were  in  favour  of  the  land- 
lord and  against  the  tenant.  He  be- 
lieved the  Government  had  never  made 
a  greater  mistake  than  they  had  in  their 
conduct  in  regard  to  this  Commission. 
He  ventured  to  think  that,  before  many 
years  were  over,  the  whole  of  this  busi- 
ness would  have  to  be  done  over  again. 
At  the  end  of  15  years  the  rents  fixed 
for  the  first  general  term  would  come 
to  a  close;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that 
lon^  before  15  years  there  would  be  a 
revision  of  rents,  and,  if  that  were  so, 
the  landlords  would  only  have  them- 
selves to  thank  for  it.   They  had  ap- 

Eointed  a  set  of  gentlemen  upon  the 
land  Commission,  in  whom  nobody  had 
confidence  except  the  landlords.  Every 
man  who  had  evinced  a  disposition  to 
befriend  the  tenants  had  been  chassed, 
while  every  man  who  was  necessarily  a 
frieud  of  the  landlords  had  been  con- 
tinued in  his  post.  At  the  present  mo- 
ment they  had  17,000  appeals  lodged 
fur  hearing,  and  out  of  them  only  6,000 
had  been  disposed  of.  When  they  bad 
only  been  able  to  dispose  of  6,000  ap- 
peals in  the  course  of  three  years,  and 
when  they  had  11,000  left,  he  left  it  to 
the  calculations  of  any  statistician  in 
that  House  to  say  what  would  be  likely 
to  be  the  state  of  things.  Out  of  the  de- 
cisions which  as  yet  had  been  taken  to 
the  0  >urt  of  Appeal,  how  many  hod 
benn  confirmed  before  Mr.  Justice 
O'Hagan  or  Mr.  Vernon  ?  About  one 
in  20.  How  many  were  altered  ?  All 
the  other  19.  And  how  were  they 
altered  ?  By  the  rents  being  raised  in 
almost  every  single  instance.  Landlord 
appeals  had  been  increased  by  the  sys- 
tem of  rent-raising"  initiated  by  Mr. 
Justice O'flagan.  when  an  appeal  was 
made,  in  almost  every  case  the  old  rent 
had  been  imposed.  The  real  rent  re- 
ducers, thereu  Sab-Commisnonera.  were 
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the  gentlemen  who  signed  the  '*  No 
Bent"  Manifesto.  The  tenants  were 
buoyed  up  with  the  false  hope  of  their 
rent  beinfir  reduced  10,  \5,  or  18  per 
cent ;  but  by  the  present  system  of  rent- 
raising  the  old  rent,  or  very  nearly  so, 
was  reverted  to  in  the  Appeal  Oourt. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  admitted  that 
he  would  run  the  Land  Act  against  the 
Land  League,  and  so  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ran.  the  Act  against  the  Land 
League.  The  bayonet,  false  alarms,  the 

E'bbet,  the  oell,  and  exile  reduced  the 
md  Lei^ue  to  oomparatire  quioBCence, 
and  &om  Uiat  moment  the  rent  regula- 
tion fell  from  28  to  24  per  cent,  until  at 
last  in  the  Appeal  Court  they  were  left 
at  15  and  10,  and  even  5  per  cent.  In 
certain  instances,  as  he  had  noticed  the 
other  day,  they  had  stood  higher  than 
they  had  ever  been  before.  Landlords 
like  the  Marquess  of  Waterford  and 
Mr.  Blennerhassett,  the  Member  for 
Kerry,  had  sent  in  applications  to  have 
their  rents  raised.  He  should  like  to 
have  seen  them  s'md  in  such  applications 
when  the  "No Rent"  Manifesto  was  in 
force.  These  things  would  not  have  been 
done  "  in  the  brave  days  of  old."  Th« 
GK>7ernment  Sub-Oommissiooers  would 
have  looked  twice  at  these  petty  little 
moantain  grazing  plots  before  they  at- 
tempted to  raise  the  rents  of  the  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Waterford). 
What  was  the  ooneluaion  drawn  from 
all  this  experience?  It  was  this.  As 
long  as  the  tenants  of  Ireland  de- 
pended on  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  Bri- 
tish GovernmeDt,  fo  long  would  they  be 
baffled,  beaten,  and  defeated  ;  but  when- 
ever they  attempted  to  raise  an  agi- 
tation, whenever  they  showed  them- 
selves desperate  and  determined,  then, 
and  then  only,  would  their  claims  re- 
ceive attention. 

OoLONBL  O'BEIENK  said,  the  Land 
Commission  arrangement  was  a  sham 
from  beginning  to  end,  the  supposed 
Taluation  of  laud  which  was  going  on 
"being  a  pure  pretence.  It  could  not  be 
anything  else,  looking  at  the  work  the 
Commissioners  had  to  do,  therefore  this 
Vote  was  a  pure  waste  of  mon^y.  Only 
the  other  day  he  saw  a  statement  in  a 
newspaper  to  the  effect  that  197  Iriah 
estates  had  been,  in  one  place,  valued  in 
four  hours,  the  Oompiissioners  having 
had  a  drive  of  six  miles  out  and  six  miles 
back  again  for  the  purpose.  How  was 
it  possutle  that  such  an  extent  of  land 


could  be  valued  in  so  short  a  time  and 
under  such  circumstances  ?  It  was 
pimply  impossible.  He  had  heard,  olso, 
that  as  much  as  600  acres  of  grazing 
land  in  Tipperary  had  been  valued  in  a 
space  of  two  or  three  hours — nearly  a 
square  mile.  How  was  such  a  thing 
possible  ?  It  was  not  to  be  done — the 
whole  thing  was  the  merest  farce.  See- 
ing what  the  Judge  of  the  Appellate 
Court  had  been  able  to  say  before  the 
House  of  Lords  Committee,  he  (Colonel 
O'Beirne)  could  not  think  that  this  was 
a  Court  which  valued  land  as  carefuUy 
as  it  should.  When  the  I^me  Hinister 
was  introducing  his  Bill,  he  stated  that 
the  Court  which  was  to  fix  the  rents  was 
to  be  a  Judicial  Court;  but  that  state- 
ment had  not  been  verified.  They  knew 
what  had  happened  since  1861.  A  num- 
ber of  Commissioners  had  been  ap- 
pelated for  political  reasons — it  was 
qrite  true,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  stated, 
that  this  was  much  more  of  a  Poli- 
tical Court  than  a  Land  Court,  and  that 
"  Politii.al  Court"  ought  to  be  its  proper 
name.  He  protested  most  emphatu-ally 
against  this  wa-'toof  money ;  and,  if  any- 
one would  HU[>port  him  in  moving  a  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  £5,000,  he  should 
only  be  too  happy  to  propose  it.  Th^ 
was  one  -observation  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mimaghan  with  regard  to 
the  Appellate  Oourt,  which  had  struck 
him  (Colonel  O'Beirne)  as  unfair.  The 
hon.  Member  had  said  the  Court  was 
more  an  institution  for  raising  rents 
than  anything  else ;  but  the  fact  was 
that  by  far  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
rents  submitted  to  tlie  C<'urt  had  been 
contirmed  or  lowered.  That  was  the 
case  in  the  Province  of  Connaught,  at 
any  rate,  whatever  it  might  be  in  the 
rest  of  Ireland.  He  had  it  from  per- 
sons connected  with  the  land  in  that 
Province.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  more 
on  the  subject  than  that — he  was  satis- 
fied with  entering  a  protest  against  what 
appeared  to  him  to  be  nothing  more  or 
leas  than  a  sham. 

Mr.  LEA  said,  he  did  not  how  far  it 
was  desirable  to  raise  a  discussion  as  to 
the  working  of  the  Land  Commission  on 
thu  Vote ;  but  his  object  in  rising  was 
to  take  exception  to  some  observations 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  ( Mr.  Healy)  with  regard 
to  one  of  the  Sub-Commissioners,  Mr. 
M'Bevitt.    He  did  not  kqow  much 
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about  the  workine  of  the  Oommission ; 
but  he  was  sure  wai  Mr.  M'Deritt  was 
an  honest,  oonsoientioua  man,  who  might 
be  depended  upon  to  do  bis  best  as  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  had  also  said 
that  the  House  bf  Lords  had  been 
averse  to  the  Land  Act.  To  a  certain 
extent  he  (Hr.  Lea)  was  bound  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member,  because,  no 
doubt,  whilst  the  Act  was  passing 
tiirough  the  House  of  Lords  it  was 
altered  to  an  appreciable  extent ;  and, 
further,  there  could  be  no  question  that 
the  discussions  which  had  taken  place 
in  that  Ohamber  from  time  to  time  had 
had  the  effect  of  intimidating  the  Land 
Commission.  He  had  been  sorrj  to  see 
discussions  taking  place  in  this  House 
regarding  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
missioners.  Mr.  Grey — to  whose  con- 
duct reference  had  several  times  been 
made  by  Questions  in  the  House — had 
been  dismissed  in  consequence  of  his 
working  of  the  Act  in  Donegal ;  and  the 
result  was  that  nothing  would  ever 
drive  out  of  the  minds  of  the  tenants 
that  Mr.  Grey  was  in  favour  of  them, 
and  that  he  had  been  sent  away  because 
his  decisions  had  been  favourahle  to 
them.  They  would  never  be  able  to 
wean  the  tenants  from  the  belief  that 
Mr.  Orey  was  dismissed,  not  because  he 
was  less  capable  than  the  other  Com- 
missioners, but  because  he  was  supposed 
to  be  just  in  his  dealings  with  the  pea- 
santry. This  gentleman  had  been  en- 
gaged in  decidicg  cases  in  the  West  of 
Donegal,  one  of  the  poorest  districts  in 
the  whole  of  Ireland.  Since  his  removal 
another  Commissioner  had  beard  cases 
there,  and  had  given  valuations  of  a 
very  similar  kind ;  and,  strange  to  say, 
a  second  Commissioner  had  given  de- 
cisions there  of  a  somewhat  different 
oharacter.  The  public  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  this  difference.  He 
did  not  know  under  what  procedure  it 
had  taken  place;  but,  of  course,  it  had 

given  rise  to  the  opinion  that  the  Chief 
ommissioners  had  been  influenced  not 
to  permit  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Grey's  views 
to  try  the  cases  of  the  tenants.  He  (Mr. 
Lea)  could  not  believe  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  responsible ;  but  pro- 
bably the  right  hon.  Gentleman  dealt 
too  much  with  the  head  Commission,  in 
Dublin,  who  saw  the  Questions  put  to 
him  in  the  House  from  time  to  time, 
and  were,  to  a  certain  extent,  intimi- 
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dated.  He  believed  the  system  of  in- 
timidation had  done  very  much  to  pre- 
judice the  fair  working  of  the  I^md 
Act. 

Mb.  DAWSON  wished  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  whether 
it  was  convenient  that  acting  land 
agents  like  Mr.  James  Green  Barry — 
the  land  agent  of  Lord  Emly — paid  as 
servants  1^  landowners,  shotud  have  to 
do  with  the  connderation  of  tenmnt^ 
applications  P  Was  it  possible  that  men 
receiving  salaries  oould  properly  «t  as 
Land  Commissioners  to  adjudicate  be- 
tween landlords  and  tenants  ?  He  must 
press  for  an  answer  to  that,  because,  if 
the  facts  were  as  he  stated,  it  must  be 
apparent  to  the  Committee  that  no  sys- 
tem of  Land  Commission  carried  on  in 
such  a  way  could  have  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  tell  him  that  Mr.  Barry  did  not  sit 
to  ad  j  udicate  rents  in  the  district  in  whi^ 
Lord  Emly  owned  land ;  but,  in  what- 
ever part  of  Ireland  he  sat,  unless  he 
(Mr.  Dawson)  was  misinformed,  he  was 
the  agent,  and  the  paid  agmt,  of  Lord 
Emly  and  other  landltnrds;  and  it  was 
utterly  impossible  that  a  man  who  was 
receiving  a  portion  of  his  daily  bread — 
a  large  porUon  of  his  daily  brMd—firoHL 
landlords  who  derived  their  livelihood 
from  largely-increased  rents,  could  do 
justice  when  he  came  to  adjudicate  on 
these  matters.  When  a  man  was  made 
a  Land  Commissioner,  he  ought  to  give 
up  other  occupations — certainly  those 
connected  with  land.  If  a  man  took  an 
ordinary  public  othoe,  he  was  obliged  to 
give  up  other  occupations.  An  ordinary 
official  could  not  even  receive  a  salary 
from  the  Government,  and  come  here 
and  perform  the  duties  of  a  legislator. 
The  two  things  were  incompatible ;  how, 
then,  could  a  man  receive  a  salary  from 
a  landlord,  and  then  go  and  adjudicate, 
as  a  servant  of  the  Government,  between 
landlords  and  tenants  ?  He  could  not 
do  it ;  the  position  of  such  a  man  was 
absolutely  untenable.  If  he  were  as 
snow  or  ice,  he  could  not  escape  ca- 
lumny. And  yet  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Heely)  had  shown  that 
several  of  the  Commissioners  were  cir- 
eumstanoed  in  this  way.  Mr.  Vernon 
himself  was  agent  to  Lord  Pembroke 
— the  riohly-paid  agent  of  the  latest 
landlord,  and  bound  to  him  by  more  or 
greater  mcmetaiy  ties  than  he  .was  to 
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the  Land  Oommisaion.  Hov  could  & 
man  like  this  adjudicate  fairly  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  wben  his  first  duty, 
his  first  lore,  was  to  the  landtorda  who 
paid  him  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  answer  this  simple  question — was 
it  possible  that  paid  mud  agents  oould 
adjudicate  fairly  Detween  landlords  and 

tenants?   

Us.  TREVELTAN:  Sir,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  has 
made  a  speech  to  which  I  listened  with 
interest  and  considerable  admiration  of 
the  great  fertility  of  criticism  which  it 
displayed  in  regard  to  gentlemen  who 
had  been  retained  as  Sub-Oommisaioners 
in  Irelaod.  But  I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  the  hon.  Member  into  the  details 
of  his  criticisms,  in  the  first  place,  be- 
cause I  consider  it  would  be  extremely  un- 
fortunate that  we  should  discuss — at  any 
rate,  that  I  should  discuss — in  this  House 
the  fairness  or  unfairness  of  people  who 
hold  a  jndioial  position.  It  was  another 
mattOTwhen  there  were  70  or  80  gentle- 
men who  had  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
ranks  of  ptirate  persons  in  Ireland,  and 

taken  on  Tery  short  notice   [Mr. 

HxALT :  Hear,  hear!]  Obviously,  on 
very  short  notice.  Uow  could  it  be 
otherwise  when  70  or  80  men  had  to 
be  appointed  as  Judges  who  had 
never  been  Judges  before  ?  It  was 
very  possible  that  out  of  this  number 
— nay,  it  was  almost  certain — that  there 
must  be  many  who  would  not  possess  a 
judicial  temperament.  But  it  was  a 
very  different  matter  when,  after  two  or 
three  years'  experience,  three  gentlemen 
of  the  very  considerable  qualities  of  the 
lAnd  Commissioners  in  Ireland,  having 
wati^ed  the  proceedings  of  these  gentle- 
men, have  picked  out  nom  among  them, 
for  recommendation  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, those  whom  they  consider  to 
poeaeos  judicial  faonlties.  The  hon. 
Member  uses  the  word  "  dismissed  "  in 
connection  with  the  Snb-Oommissioners, 
uid  says  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
invent  any  words  which  will  veil  the 
fact  that  the  60  or  so  gentlemen  whose 
appointments  had  been  discontinued 
were  practically  dismissed  and  discredited 
because  of  the  decisions  they  had  given. 
Sir,  the  position  of  the  Irish  Qovern- 
ment  was  this — the  work  which  this 
large  number  of  Sub-Commissioners 
was  appointed  to  perform  had  been 
neariy  accomplished.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary,  in  the  interests  of  public 


economy,  that  the  Commission  should 
be  largely  reduced  in  numbers — should, 
in  fact,  be  reduced  to  less  than  half  its 
size — and,  under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  absolutely  impossible  that  the  whole 
number  of  the  Sub-Commtasionersrould 
be  retained.  It  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  select  from  the  total  number 
about  a  third.  That  is  the  state  of  the 
case,  and  I  think  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  hare  been  quite  justified 
in  deprecating  the  use  of  the  word  "dis- 
misfltu."  The  Chief  Commissioners  in- 
form me,  in  view  of  this  debate,  that 
what  has  most  struck  them,  in  the  enor- 
mous majority  of  the  decisions  that 
have  been  g^ven  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners, is  the  absence  of  any  trace  of 
partizanship  ;  and  they  are  very  anxious 
that  from  ibis  Bench,  at  any  rate,  there 
should  not  be  said  one  disparaging  word 
of  the  gentlemen  whose  appointment! 
have  not  been  continued.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  out  of  a  large  number  a  few 
should  be  selected ;  and  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant who  was  charged  with  the  func- 
tion of  making  the  selection,  made  it 
after  most  caraul  consultation  with  the 
Commissioners,  and,  for  the  main  part, 
I  may  say  pretty  well  entirely  on  their 
advice.  Now,  perhaps  the  most  eloquent 
— certainly  the  most  pointed — sentence 
of  the  hon.  Member's  speech  was  that  in 
which  he  described  the  Land  Commis- 
sion. His  description  is  still  in  the 
memory  of  the  Committee,  or  of  such 
part  of  the  Committee  as  heard  it; 
and  I  must  say  that  I  think  that,  pointed 
as  it  was,  the  hon.  Member  did  not  con- 
vince the  Committee  that  such  men  as 
Mr.  Litton,  llr.  Vernon,  and  Mr.  Justice 
O'Hagan  can  be  called  a  Board  who 
are  in  the  interest  of  the  landlords  as 
against  the  tenants.  I  believe  these 
three  gmtiemen  may  be  thoroughly 
trusted  to  make  suggestions  which  can 
berelied  upon  by  the  Irish  Government ; 
and,  carefully  as  I  listened  to  the  criti- 
cism of  the  hon.  Gentieman,  I  cannot 
say  that  my  confidence  in  their  recom- 
mendations was  at  all  shaken.  I  will 
take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  Mr. 
M'Devitt,  who  was  referred  to  as  a  man 
whom  the  tenants  oould  not  trust.  Now, 
Mr.  M'Devitt  was  a  gentleman  who  was 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  Land 
Act  to  begin  with.  He  wrote  an  exposi- 
tion of  it  in  the  early  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  this  question  which,  in  a  very 
short  time,  ran  through  four  editions* 
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He  was  recommended  by  tbe  Bishop  of 
Baphoe. 

Mb.  HEALT:  He  is  the  Bishop's 

brother. 

Mh.  TBEVELYAN  :  No. 

Ub.  HEALY  :  Then  he  is  a  Bishop's 
brother.   

Mb.  TBEVELYAN :  That  is  no  dis- 
quaUfication  for  the  Land  Commisaion. 
Tbe  Bishop  said  that,  in  addition  to  Mb 
legtd  qualification,  be  had  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  land  tenure  of  Ulbter, 
and  possesses  one  quality  that  is  sure 
to  win  (he  coD6dence  of  all  

Me.  HEALY :  Why  do  not  you  send 
him  to  Ulster,  then  ? 

Mb.  TRETELYAN  :  Beally,  I  must 
ask  to  be  permitted  to  go  through  my 
task  without  interruption.  The  Bishop 
■aid — 

"He  possMMS  one  quality  that  is  sure  to 
win  the  coofldence  of  all — that  is,  scrupulous 
honesty  of  purpose.  From  what  I  know  of 
hioi,  I  believe  it  would  be  difficalt  to  find  auy- 
oue  who  would  take  greater  pains  to  dischar^ 
OODSoieiLtiouBly  any  duty  entrusted  to  bim.'' 

The  hon.  Member  far  Garhiw  (Mr.  Daw- 
son) objected  to  the  re-appointment  o^ 
Mr.  Barry,  and  desoribed  him  as  a  pure 
landlord's  man,  who  could  not  be  trusted 
to  do  justice  between  landlord  and 
tenant. 

Me.  DAWSON :  I  beg  pardon.  I 
mentioned  his  as  a  typical  case,  de- 
scribing him  as  an  agent.  Ha  is  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  mine,  and  I  certainly 
was  not  objecting  to  htm  as  an  indi- 
Tidual.  What  I  desired  to  point  out 
was,  that  a  land  agent,  whoever  he  may 
be,  is  hardly  the  person  calculated  to 
be  a  disinterested  adj  uster  of  rents. 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber states  it  as  a  fact  that  Mr.  Barry 
holds  an  appointment  as  land  agent.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  say,  in  the  face  of 
that,  that  Mr.  Barry  has  given  up  his 
agency ;  but  I  certainly  understood  that 
he  had. 

Mb.  DAWBON  :  I  am  under  correc- 
tion— may  be  wrong. 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN:  I  do  not  say 
that  this  gentleman  is  not  an  agent. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  I  should 
like  to  inform  myself  before  making  a 
statement;  but  my  impression  is  cer- 
tainly not  the  same  as  tbat  of  the  hon. 
Member.  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
abandon  my  opinion  if  it  turns  out  that 
the  hon.  Member  is  right  and  I  am 
jrrong.    It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  per* 
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son  who  has  a  more  intimate  knowled^ 
of  matters  affecting  Irish  Isnd  than  Mr. 
Barry.  So  far  back  as  1869  he  was  an 
advocate  of  the  reform  of  the  system  of 
land  tenure  as  it  then  existed  ;  and  I  am 
told  that  when  he  was  acting  as  land 
agent  the  property  under  bis  manage- 
ment was  one  that  was  ungnlarl^,  if 
not  entirely,  free  from  eriction.  When 
I  consider  these  things,  and  when  I 
look  at  the  Gentlemen  who  recom- 
mended him — whether  they  are  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  or  Members  of  the 
House  of  Lords — and  when  I  remember 
also  that  the  Archbifhop  of  Cashel, 
Dr.  Croke,  recommended  him,  I  must 
say  that  the  retention  of  Mr.  Barry  as  a 
Sub -Commissioner  can  in  no  sense  imply 
that  the  Land  Commissioners,  in  their 
recommendation,  ortheLord  Lieutenant 
in  his  acceptance  of  that  recommenda- 
tion, has  done  anything  which  ought  to 
induce  the  tenants  to  look  with  suspicion 
on  the  Sub-CommiFsioners.  Then,  as  to 
Mr.  Yemon  himself,  whom  the  hon. 
Member  describes  as  a  land  sgent,  it  is 
very  true  that  he  is  still  an  agent,  but 
he  is  the  agent  of  Lord  Pembroke,  and 
the  property  with  which  he  has  to  do  is 
in  the  nature  of  ground  rents.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  would  be  too  mnch  to  say 
that  Lord  Pembroke  had  no  agrioulturu 
tenants  on  the  property  over  which  Mr. 
Vernon  is  agent )  but,  as  a  broad  asser- 
tion, it  may  be  stated  that  Mr.  Yernon, 
when  appointed  as  Land  Commissioner, 
gave  up  the  agricultural  agency  of  the 
Marquess  of  Bath,  and,  I  believe,  several 
other  agencies.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  remarked  that 
the  noble  Lords  have  very  great  advan- 
tages for  starting  questions  connected 
with  the  Land  Commission.  Now,  with 
that  part  of  his  »)eech  I  must  own  I 
have  sympathy.  I  do  not  quite  know 
what  one  may  say  about  what  passes  in 
"  another  place."  Bemarks  are  made  in 
"  another  place  "  as  to  what  pasm  here 
with  very  great  freedom;  but  we,  I 
snppose,  are  bound  by  mnoh  strioter 
Bales  than  prevail  there.  In  so  far  as 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  faeilitiea 
afforded  for  debate  in  "  another  plaee  " 
for  throwing  discredit  upon  the  Bub- 
Commissioners,  who  are,  as  I  think, 
doing  their  duty  in  Ireland,  it  has  been 
excessive  and  very  unfortunate.  Noble 
Lords  have  taken  advantage  of  their 
privileges  much  too  frequently,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  Uieir  conduct  in  tiut 
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respect  has  had  a  disturbing  influence, 
so  far  as  it  has  gone,  upon  £e  minds  of 
the  Sub-Oomraissioners.  It  is  because 
I  do  not  wish  to  lay  myself  open  to 
similar  charges  that  I  do  not  propose  to 
speak  in  detail  of  the  Sub-Commissioners 
who  have  been  re-appointed.  I  conceive 
that  the  effect  of  a  hot  discussion  on  the 
proclivities  of  any  given  Judge  has  al- 
ways a  tendency — human  nature  being 
the  same  on  the  Bench  as  off  it— to  dis- 
turb the  balance  of  that  Judge's  mind. 
But  the  hoD.  Member  says  that  those 
Sub-Oommissioners  who  bare  been  at- 
tacked in  the  HouBe  of  Lords  hare  been 
lemoTed.  Well,  Sir,  on  that  point,  a^ain, 
I  do  not  wish  to  enter;  but  this  I  will 
say — ^that  if  all  the  Sub-Commissiouurs 
who  have  been  attacked  in  this  House 
and  in  the  Hoiise  of  Lords,  from  one 
side  or  the  other,  had  been  removed,  we 
should  have  had  no  Sub- Commissioners 
at  all.  [Mr.  Healt:  Oh,  ohH  Yes; 
I  think  uat  is  hardly  too  broad  an  as- 
sertion to  make.  During  the  past  year, 
no  doubt,  owing  to  my  earnest  expostu- 
lations, there  has  been  a  happy  suspen- 
sion of  those  attacks  on  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners, which  used  to  be  made  from 
more  than  one  quarter  in  this  House  at 
Question  time.  Months  and  months  may 
be  said  to  have  passed  with  scarcely  a 
complaint  of  the  conduct  of  the  Sub- 
Conuniasioners ;  but  it  was  not  so  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Gomntission.  Then, 
Boaioely  a  day  passed  without  some  re- 
monstrance as  to  the  course  taken  by 
these  officials.  The  hon.  Member  made 
some  remarks,  which,  I  must  say,  did  not 
meet  with  the  general  approbation  of 
the  Committee,  as  to  the  Appeal  Court. 
I  do  not  refer  to  his  remarks  as  to  the 
number  of  appeals.  That  is  a  matter  of 
statistics,  and  has  attracted  the  observa- 
tion of  everyone  interested  in  Ireland. 
The  number  is  to  be  regretted,  and  it 
would  have  gratified  the  Government 
Terr  much  if  they  had  been  able  to  es- 
tablish two  Courts  to  get  on  with  the 
appeals  more  quickly  than  they  have 
been  doing.  But,  when  you  pass  on  to 
the  procedure  of  the  Court  and  the  oha- 
racter  of  its  decisions,  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Member  at  all  carried  with  him 
the  unanimous  adhenun  of  die  Com- 
mittee. He  described  the  Ap^al  Court 
as  a  '*  nnt-raisiog"  Court.  He  stated 
that  in  one  case  out  of  20  the  rent  re- 
mained as  it  was,  and  that  in  19  cases 
out  of  20  tiiey  were  altered.   Well,  on 


that  point  I  have  not  by  me  accurate 
statistics  ;  but,  as  it  is  a  question  of 
assertion  against  assertion,  I  would 
venture  to  say  that  he  has  been  misled, 
and  greatly  misled,  by  the  feelings  with 
whicTi  be  regards  the  decisions  of  the 
Appeal  Court.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Court  is  far  from  being  a  rent-rataing 
Court.  The  amount  to  which  it  has 
raised  rente  is  quite  88  likely  to  be 
counted  by  hundreds  as  by  tens  of  thou- 
sands. Taking  Ireland  through,  I  think 
that,  so  far  from  19  rente  out  of  20  hav- 
ing been  altered,  it  will  be  found  that 
decidedly  those  which  have  been  con- 
firmed are  a  large  proportion  of  the 
total  number  of  oases.  On  that  point, 
however,  I  speak  more  from  general  ob- 
servation than  from  statistics.  I  will 
try  and  ascertain  exactly  how  the  case 
stands;  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  sweeping  condemnation  the  hon. 
Member  passed  on  the  Appeal  Court 
was  one  which  did  not  meet  with  the 
adhesion  of  the  Committee.  The  hon. 
Member  speaks  of  the  real  effective 
Land  Commission  being  the  body  which 
issued  the  "  No  Rent  Manifesto.  He 
says  that  Manifesto  had  great  influence; 
that  soon  after  its  issue  large  reductions 
were  made,  and  that  the  reductions  have 
now  come  down  to  a  very  small  figure. 
Sir,  it  is  quite  true  that  during  the  very 
first  months  the  reductions  were  dis- 
tinctly larger  than  they  have  been  at 
any  other  period ;  but  I  believe  the 
reason  of  that  was  a  very  simple  one — 
namely,  that  the  worst  cases,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  came  into  Court  first. 
There  was  a  fall  very  soon,  but  that  fall, 
after  the  very  first  period,  has  been  ex- 
tremely slow ;  and  I  have  no  reason'to 
think  that  at  this  moment  there  is  any 
fall  at  all.  I  believe  that  at  present  the 
reductions  of  rent  are  on  an  aversige  of 
18  or  19  per  cent,  and  that  is  very  little 
below  the  figure  at  which  they  have 
stood  during  almost  all  the  period  the 
Sub-Commissioners  have  been  sitting, 
with  the  exception  of  the  very  firstmonths. 
Tbe  hon.  Member  says  that  certain  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  have  lately  contrived 
to  get  their  rents  raised.  Well,  I  must 
say  that  considering  the  enormous  num- 
bur  of  cases  th^  hare  been  brought  into 
Court,  and  considering  that  on  some 
estates  in  Ireland  the  tenants  were  very 
lightly  rented,  that  it  would  be  a  very 
serious  imputation  against  the  Sub-Oom- 
missioners if  the  rents  were  not  ooeauon- 
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ally  rAised.  I  think  that  to  make  a 
general  obsenratioD  to  the  efifeot  that 
rents  have  been  raised,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  decisions  have  been  unjust,  is 
to  make  a  chaise  against  a  Judicial 
Body  which  should  not  be  made.  The 
hoQ.  Member  says  that  in  these  matters 
I  am  in  the  hands  of  first  class  olerka 
who  are  paid  £760  a-year.  In  this  case, 
at  any  rate,  it  is  not  so.  I  do  not  deny 
that  I  am  in  the  hands  of  certain  gen- 
tlemen who  understand  these  matters 
better  than  I  do ;  bat  they  are  not  first 
class  clerks  with  salaries  of  £760  a-year 
— thay  are  the  Xiand  Commiastoners  who 
are  paid  £3,000  a-y  ear.  I  trust  to  these 
genuemen,  and  if  it  be  possible  to  get 
three  persons  who  represent  the  average 
opinion  and  the  average  judgment  of 
Ireland  as  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
they  are  the  persons,  and  it  is  upon  their 
recommendation  that  the  appointments 
have  been  made.    There  is  not  one  ap- 

E ointment  with  regard  to  which  our 
onds  have  been  forced.  The  original 
recommendations  may  have  been  modi* 
fied — no  doubt  they  hare  been  modified 
by  discussion — hut  the  10  or  16  gentle- 
men who  have  been  selected  out  of  the 
entire  body  of  Sub-Commissioners  are 
those  who  hare  acquired  the  confidence 
of  the  three  Land  Commissioners.  The 
hon.  Member  says  that  the  Act  of  1881 
was  passed  in  order  to  pacify  Ireland, 
and  he  asks  me  whether  I  think  that  it 
has  done  so.  I  do  not  know,  but  at  any 
rate  I  shoald  be  right  in  Baying  this — 
that  the  work  which  has  been  done  by 
the  Land  Commission  is  a  gigantic  work. 
It  has  been  probably  in  amount  in  ez- 
oese  of  that  which  was  expected  even  by 
those  who  took  a  favourable  view  of  the 
operations  that  might  be  anticipated 
from  the  Land  Commission.  In  the 
course  of  two  years  no  less  than  106,000 
cases  of  fair  rents  have  been  disposed  of. 
Some  74,000  have  been  actuauy  fixed, 
and  70,000  agreements  hare  been  ar- 
rived at  under  the  auspices  of  the  Court 
— that  was  to  say,  that  in  144,000  oases  a 
lease  of  10  years  and  a  judicial  rent  has 
been  given  to  the  tenants,  with  a  reduc- 
tion on  the  previous  rents  of  £640,000 
a-year.  That  represents  only  the  direct 
work  of  the  Oommfssioners.  The  in- 
direct work  is  recorded  nowhere  except 
in  the  rent  hooka  of  the  Tarious  estates 
where  arrangements  have  been  made 
between  landlord  and  tenant  under  the 
knowledge  that,  if  arrangements  are  not 

Mr.  7V-«M^m 


made  in  an  amicable  manner,  they  mast 
be  made  under  litigati(m.  The  Land 
Act  has  proved  so  far  a  real  land  settle- 
ment for  Ireland.  If  that  be  so— and  I 
believe  it  is — the  effect  which  it  must 
have  on  the  country  will  be  a  pacifying 
effect.  I  do  not  know  what  result  it 
may  have  upon  the  political  movement 
in  which  the  hon.  Member  and  his 
friends  take  so  much  interest ;  but  I 
know  that  the  Irish  tenant  farmers  now 
entertain  a  sense  of  security  such  as 
they  have  ardently  wished  to  enjoy,  and 
such  as  they  have  wvet  enjoyed  before, 
and  that,  at  same  time,  even  on  tiie 
very  wont  estates  in  Ireland,  they  haTo 
been  able  to  obtain  that  reduction  of 
rent  which  the  English  and  Scotch 
tenants  have  obtained  by  economical 
causes.  These  are  propositions  which 
can  hardly  be  denied.  As  I  have 
before  stated,  I  am  unwilling  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  on  the  personal 
merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been 
selected  for  appointment ;  but  I  believe 
they  represent  the  result  of  the  moat 
careful  observation  on  the  part  of  the 
Laud  Commiasionera  during  the  last  two 
years,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  Com- 
missioners themselves,  who  have  been 
the  advisers  of  the  Goremment  in  thia 
matter,  have  been  actuated  alcme  by  Uw 
love  of  niatioe  towards  Ireland. 

Mb.  GIBSOK  said,  that  this  Motion 
was  one  of  such  extreme  impoirtanoe  that 
he  did  not  like  to  allow  the  opportuniQr 
to  pass  withoat  making  a  few  bri^  ob- 
serrations  upon  it.  The  Land  Ant  was 
now  the  law  of  the  land,  and  tiie  poai- 
tion  which  he  had  always  taken  up  in 
reference  to  it  had  been  uniform  and 
consistent — namely,  that  since  it  had 
been  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  it  was 
entitled  to  be  regarded  fairly  and  reason- 
ably by  all  members  of  the  communify, 
and  that  it  was  bound  to  be  administered 
by  those  who  were  responsible  for  its 
administration  impartially,  temperately, 
and  fairly,  not  in  the  interest  of  one 
class,  but  in  the  legitimate  interests  of 
all  parties  concerned.  He  had  never 
swerved  from  that  attitude  towards  the 
Land  Act  since  it  became  law,  and  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  do  ao  now.  But  he 
thou^t  it  should  not  be  open  to  objec- 
tion if  he  were  to  point  oat  where  the 
administration  oi  the  Act  had  failed  to 
substantiate  the  statements  of  its  authors. 
When  it  was  passing  through  Parlia- 
ment, they  were  told  it  would  only  apply 
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to  exceptional,  few,  and  rare  oases  in 
Ireland  ;  that  was  stated  in  speech  after 
speech  hj  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
G^easury  Bench ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  diey  found  that  the  Act  had  been 
applied  to  almost  all  classes  of  estates 
in  Ireland ;  that  no  class  of  propertj 
and  no  class  of  rent  had  been  in  the 
slightest  degree  exempt  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act.  They  bad  been  told 
over  and  over  again  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  others  that  the  old  properties 
were  sale,  and  that  it  was  only  the  new 
proprietors  who  bad  abused  their  rights 
who  would  be  called  into  question  under 
this  Act.  But  that  was  not  their  ex- 
perience of  its  administration.  Some 
old  proprietors  had  been  brought  into 
the  Land  Court,  and  they  could  un- 
donbtedly  point  to  substantial  reduc- 
tions made  in  their  rentals.  It  would 
appear,  without  going  into  details,  that 
those  who  had  been  rack-renters  got  off 
beet,  and  that  the  man  who  had  not 
raised  his  rents  at  all,  inasmndi  as  it 
was  thought  wise  and  politic  to  have 
redooUons,  had  his  rent  reduced ;  and 
if  8  man  had  raised  his  rent  to  a  rack- 
renting  loTel,  his  rents  were,  of  course, 
reduoed  too,  but  rarely  had  Ike  been  re- 
duced below  the  level  from  which  he  had 
succeeded  in  raising  them  for  himself. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Lea) 
had  mentioned  what  was  at  that  moment 
a  rather  prevalent  theory  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  The  hon.  Member 
had  bad  a  fiing  at  the  action  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  did  so  most  tem- 
perately, as  if  he  were  not  standing  upon 
strong  ground ;  he  alluded  to  the 
changes  made  in  the  Act  when  it  was 
passing  through  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  He  need  not  go  into  the 
details  of  those  ehanges ;  bnt  he  pre- 
sumed that  the  hon.  Member  had  some 
belief  in  Earl  Gbanville  and  in  Lord 
Oariingford.  Now,  those  eminent  states- 
men had  pointed  out  that  when  the 
Land  Bill  was  emerging  from  the  House 
of  Lords,  it  was  emerging  with  distinct 
impi'OTements  effected  by  the  changes 
made  in  it  by  the  other  House.  That 
was  the  statement  made  by  responsible 
Members  of  the  Qovemment  with  refer- 
ence to  the  few  and  limited  alterations 
to  which  the  House  of  Lords  bad  sub- 
jected the  measure.  If  the  Prime 
Minister,  in  the  progress  of  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Land  Act,  with  his  boundless 
resources  of  language  and  his  absolutolj 


illimitable  ingenuity,  had  foreshadowed 
what  would  be  its  actual  working,  as 
they  now  knew  it  by  experience,  he  had 
a  strong  suspicion  that  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  making  a  statnnent  which 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  House.  With 
respect  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  been 
appointed  as  Sub-Commissioners — a  very 
important  and  serious  appointment — ^he 
was  bound  to  say  that  the  system  of  hav- 
ing temporary  Judges  withont  stability 
in  their  appointments,  and  without  any 
guarantee  whatever  for  their  independ- 
ence, appearedtohim  to  be  radically  un- 
sound. It  was,  in  bis  opinion,  quite  ab- 
surd to  have  men,  invested  with  the  most 
tremendous  judicial  discretion,  hanging 
upon  the  breath  of  the  Government  for 
the  bread  they  ato  day  by  day  and  month 
by  month  ;  and  it  was  a  perfect  miracle 
to  him  that  the  administration  of  the 
Act  had  not  utterly  broken  down  under 
the  logic  of  facts.  He  declined  to  go  in 
detail  into  the  very  disagreeable  task  of 
canvassing  the  particular  merits  of  the 
Sub-Oommissioners.  He  presumed  that 
the  Government  had  proceeded  upon 
some  system  of  selection,  and  that  they 
had  acted,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Trevelyan),  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Land  Commissioners.  If  that  were 
so,  he  supposed  they  had  tried  to  dis- 
charge this  most  difficult  and  delicate 
function  in  the  best  way  tbey  could.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  if  other  people 
had  had  the  selection  of  these  gentle- 
men, that  the  very  same  names  would 
have  been  found  on  the  list.  But  he 
declined  to  go  into  that  question.  He 
had  now  come  to  that  point  of  experience 
with  regard  to  the  Land  Act  that  he  pre- 
ferred not  to  indulge  in  prophecy,  but  to 
wait  for  further  experience  of  its  opera- 
tion. He  found  that  some  of  those  Sub- 
Commissioners,  whom  he  believed  would 
turn  out  fairly  good,  had  not  omne  up  to 
that  very  moderate  ezpeotation,  and  that 
those  from  whom  he  expected  nothing 
had  not  proved  to  be  quite  so  deficient. 
No  one  could  say  that  he  was  using  the 
language  of  exaggeration.  He  had  not 
used  wordsof  great  eulogy  ontheone  side 
or  severe  condemnation  on  the  other — he 
simply  said  he  had  been  somewhat  dis- 
appointed in  the  expectations  he  had 
formed.  He  did  not  like  to  ask  any 
questions  on  one  subject  of  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
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the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland.  It 
seemed  to  him,  however,  that  Lord 
Honck  occupied  a  very  curious  positiou  ; 
and  he  inferred  from  the  fact  that  a  Bill 
was  to  be  iutroduoed  that  he  was  within 
the  last  days  of  hia  judicial  cereer.  He 
did  not  know  the  position  in  reference 
to  the  new  Bill  for  the  appointment  of  a 
new  Land  Commissioner;  but  he  supposed 
that  some  information  on  that  subject 
would  one  day  be  fwthcoming.  He  did 
not  like  to  go  beyond  negatives  on  that 
occasion ;  but  he  sapposed  they  would 
be  told  in  due  time  who  was  the  remark- 
able person  pointed  at.  He  should  be 
glad  to  know  when  they  might  look  for 
a  reduction  of  the  enormous  expense  of 
the  administration  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission. He  had  always  understood  that 
there  would,  in  a  year  or  two,  be  a  con- 
siderable reduction  of  expense,  and  that 
at  the  end  of  seven  years  there  would  be 
a  still  further  reduction,  and  that  it 
might  be  assumed  that  then  the  matter 
would  settle  down  to  something  like  a 
normal  state.  There  was  one  figure 
quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  It 
was  stated  that  the  Land  Act  had  done 
very  little ;  but  it  hadhadone  tremendous 
effect— namely,  that  of  reducing  the 
rents  by  over  £500,000  a-year.  That 
was  a  great  fact  which  should  not  be 
forgotten  in  conddering  this  question. 
The  righthon.  G^entleman  hadmenttoned 
— ^he  Old  not  know  whether  he  intended 
to  make  any  charge  against  the  Irish 
landlords — that  the  En^sh  tenants  had 
gained  their  reduction  of  rents  by  the 
operation  of  economic  laws;  and  he 
seemed  to  point  out  that  the  Irish  tenants 
were  gaining  a  similar  reduction  by  the 
operation  of  the  Land  Act.  But  he 
(Mr.  Gibson)  would  make  this  remark — 
thattheEngliah  tenants  had  gained  a  re- 
duction of  rent  by  the  application  of 
economic  laws  which  could  not  be  re- 
sisted or  controlled,  while  the  Irish  land- 
lords had  had  to  submit  to  a  reduction 
by  putting  aside  economic  laws.  There 
had  been  in  England  nothing  like  the 
demand  for  land  which  ezistwl  in  Ire- 
land; the  Irish  landlords,  therefore,  were 
compelled  to  submit  to  the  reduction 
of  their  rents  in  the  face  of  that  de- 
mand, whereas  the  question  of  rent  in 
England  had  been  simply  settled  by  the 
operation  of  the  law  of  supply  and  de- 
mand. At  that  period  of  the  Session 
^e  did  not  propose  to  disoiias  the  Bent 


Purchase  Clauses,  which  were,  of  course, 
a  very  tempting  subject ;  but  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  Bill  dealing  with 
those  clauses  might,  as  to  several  of  its 
clauses  at  least,  very  well  have  been 
kept  alive.  Upon  that  subject  there 
was  no  considerable  difference  of 
opinion ;  and  while  he  believed  that  the 
Guarantee  Clause  bad  not  many  friends 
in  any  part  of  the  House,  he  thought 
there  was  a  substantial  agreement  of 
opinion  upon  other  parts  of  the  Bill. 
He  thought  it  was  a  matter  for  regret 
that  some  efforts  had  not  been  made  to 
get  rid  of  the  controversial  matter,  and 
to  adhere  to  those  parts  of  the  measure 
in  regard  to  which  but  little  controversy 
was  likely  to  arise.  If  the  Guarantee 
Clause  had  been  dropped,  no  doubt  many 
other  things  might  have  gone  with  it; 
but  there  were  other  portions  of  the  Bill 
which  might  have  done  something  sub- 
stantial to  remove  friction  in  the  work* 
ing  of  the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Land 
Act,  and  which  might  have  tended  to 
modify  the  present  deadlock  in  the  land 
market.  Even  at  that  late  period  of  the 
Session  he  should  be  glad  to  wdoome 
any  effort  that  could  be  made,  or  any 
suggestion  that  could  be  offered,  for  thA 
removal,  or  the  modifioadoQ  at  alt  events, 
of  tb  e  present  dead-lnck  in  the  ilxish  land 
market,  which  everyone  must  deplore, 
and  the  modification  or  removal  of  which 
would  be  well  worth  a  substantial  ex- 
penditure of  Imperial  funds. 

Mb.  SYNAN  said,  there  were  some 
obs^ations  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  to  which  he  desired  to  re- 
ply brieBy.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  told  them  that  the  Prime 
Minister,  when  he  introduced  the  Bill, 
had  held  out  a  promise  which  induced 
the  House  to  pass  that  measure,  and 
that  that  promiae  had  never  been  ful- 
filled. But  there  was  nothing  very  ex- 
traordinary in  that.  It  was  the  business 
of  everyone  who  introduced  a  Bill  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  hold  out  hopes 
that  the  Bill  would  not  be  so  bad  as  cer- 
tain persons  thought  it  would  be ;  and 
the  Prime  Minister  had,  in  order  to 
tempt  the  Irish  landlord  to  swallow  the 
pill,  to  make  certain  promises  which 
had  not  been  realized,  and  which  could 
not  be  realized.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentieman  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  reduction  of  rents,  brought 
about  as  betwem  England  and  Ireland, 
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had  been  effected  by  different  means. 
The  argument  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  waa  that  the  demand 
for  land  in  Ireland  was  bo  much  greater 
than  in  England.  But  that  was  the 
a^unwnt  on  which  the  Land  Act  of 
1870  was  founded,  and  on  which  the 
Act  of  1881  was  also  founded;  it  was 
that  tho  demand  for  land  had  raised  the 
rent  above  its  ordinary  price  and  po- 
duoed  rack-rentals.  The  consequence 
was  that  the  Irish  landlords  had  had  to 
yield  to  Acts  of  Parliament  when  they 
would  not  yield  to  the  force  of  eoonomio 
laws.  Then  the  right  hon.  snd  learned 
Gentleman  had  gone  into  the  question 
of  property,  and  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks upon  that  subject  by  saying  that 
he  would  not  prophesy  ;  he  had,  in  fact, 
adopted  the  maxim — "  Do  not  prophesy 
before  you  know."  That  was  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  acted,  and  he  had 
very  prudently  done  so  on  the  present 
occasion.  Then  he  said  that  £500,000 
a-year  of  redaction  in  Irish  rents  had 
been  made ;  but  he  did  not  teli  the  Oom- 
xnittee  what  proportion  that  amount 
bore  to  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of 
rents  in  England,  and  whether  that  pro- 
portion was  more  or  less  than  the  pro- 
portion which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  stated  had  been  brought 
about  by  economic  laws  in  England  ;  so 
that  he  thought  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  left  that  part  of 
tiie  case  in  the  same  position  in  which 
he  found  it.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  addressed  himself  to  the 
Motion  before  the  House  in  a  general 
sense  ;  and  he  did  not  think  he  had  pro- 
duced the  case  of  any  landlord  to  show 
that  the  landlords  had  been  greatly  in- 
jured. But  he  had  not  said  one  word 
as  to  whether  the  tenants  had  been  in- 
jured, or  whether  they  wore  satisfied 
^th  the  working  of  the  Act.  Now,  that 
brought  him  to  the  statement — perhaps 
the  cardinal  statement  made  tiiat  even- 
ing by  the  Ohief  Seoretair  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland — that  the  Land 
Oommission  was  a  representative  body 
of  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  as  well  as 
of  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  But  where, 
he  asked,  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
discover  that  ?  Would  he  give  the  Com- 
mittee the  name  of  one  Land  Gommis- 
sioner  who  was  the  reprraentative  of 
the  tenants  of  Ireland  ?  There  was  tibe 


first  Oommissioner,  whom  he  knew  to 
be  a  distinguished  man  in  every  sense, 
as  a  lawyer,  a  man  of  letters,  and,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy)  had  called  him,  a  poet.  Ha 
did  not  wish  to  say  one  wtnd  derogatory 
of  that  gentleman ;  but  he  hims^f  had 
stated  that  he  did  not  know  much  about 
the  value  of  land  in  Ireland,  and  that 
he  was  simply  the  administrator  of  the 
law;  he  knew  nothing  as  to  whether 
rents  ought  to  be  raised  or  reduced  ;  all 
he  had  to  do  was  to  consider  the  evi- 
dence laid  before  him.  But  he  was 
bound  to  express  the  opinion  in  his  be- 
half that  his  sympathies  were  as  much 
for  the  tenants  as  for  the  landlords; 
and  that  when  he  (Mr.  Synan)  was  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  him,  that,  per- 
haps, they  were  more  with  the  tenants 
than  with  the  landlords.  But  how 
could  anyone  in  the  position  which  he 
now  occupied  be  said  to  be  a  represen- 
tative of  the  tenants?  Surely  that  oonld 
not  be  maintained,  because  he  was  a 
Judge  to  administer  the  law,  and  he 
would  perform  his  office  without  sym- 
pathy either  for  one  dass  or  the  other, 
simply  eanying  out  the  lavr  upon  the 
evidence  before  him.  l^e  second  Oom- 
missioner was  a  lawyer,  a  mediocre 
lawyer,  bearing  no  proportion  in  respect 
of  abilities  or  attainments  to  those  ex- 
hibited by  the  Chief  Oommissioner. 
Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  tell  the  Oommittee  that  he 
was  a  representative  of  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  ?  This  gentleman  sprung  from 
the  landlords.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther his  sympathies  were  with  the  land- 
lords or  with  the  tenants;  but  he  had 
spent  a  few  months  in  that  House,  and 
certainly  had  shown  himself  to  be  con- 
versant with  the  Act  of  1881.  But  what 
evidence  had  he  given  in  that  House, 
or  what  evidence  had  he  given  since  his 
appointinent,  of  his  being  the  represen- 
tative of  the  tenants  of  Ireland  ?  Surely, 
tiien,  it  was  absurd  to  say  that  either 
the  first  or  second  Oommissioners  were 
representatives  of  the  Irish  tenants. 
Now  with  regard  to  the  third  Oommis- 
sioner. He  had  been  an  agent  for  the 
collection  of  ground  rents ;  there  waa  a 
good  deal  uf  agricultural  land  in  his  dis- 
trict ;  but,  surely,  from  his  whole  life 
and  associations,  Mr.  Vernon  must  be 
rather  a  representative  of  the  land- 
lords than  of  the  tenants  at  Jbreland, 
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Indeed,  when  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinioa  between  the  Oommisuonere, 
he  Had  almost  always  sided  with  the 
landlords  as  aji^ainst  tiie  tenants,  and  he 
bad  Buoeeeded  to  this  extent — that  he 
always  managed  to  get  the  Court  of 
Appeal  to  decide  in  his  faroor.  Now, 
he  had  gone  through  the  qualifications 
of  the  Qommiasioners  one  by  one,  and 
he  trusted  that  he  should  never  hear 
again  that  they  oonstituted  a  Body  re- 
presentattTe  of  the  tenants  of  Ireland. 
What  was  the  opinion  of  the  tenants 
themselves  f  Did  they  think  that  the 
Land  Commission  was  representative  of 
their  interests  ?  He  was  not  going 
into  any  cases ;  but  he  could  say  that 
the  Irish  tenants  certainly  did  not  re- 
gard the  Land  Commission  in  that  light. 
And  now  he  came  to  the  question  of 
appeal,  on  which  subject  he  could  not 
go  to  the  same  length  as  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
had  gone.  He  said  that  the  rents  in 
one  case  out  of  20  had  been  left  the 
same  aa  before  they  came  into  Court. 
Now,  so  far  as  his  (Mr.  Synan's)  expe- 
rience and  knowledge  of  the  matters 
published  to  Members  of  the  House,  aud 
which  he  had  Been  in  the  newspapers, 
went,  the  Commission,  unleM  where  over- 
ruled by  the  third  Member  of  the  Com- 
misaion,  who  was  a  landlord  Oommis- 
sioner,  generally  adopted  the  decision  of 
the  Sub-Commissioners ;  but  that  did  not 
prove  that  the  Sub-CommissionerB  were 
right.  He  had  a  word  or  two  to  say  to 
the  Committee  as  to  what  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  thought  upon  this  question. 
Let  him  allude  to  what  had  been  stated 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Dub- 
lin (Mr.  GKbson).  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  stated — and  he 
(Mr.  Synan)  was  astonished  to  hear 
him — that  the  House  of  Lords  improved 
the  Bill  of  1881.  He  (Mr.  Synan) 
thought  he  knew  something  about  the 
Bill,  and  also  about  the  Bill  of  1870. 
Who  destroyed  the  Imptovement  Clause 
of  tike  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Moni^han  (Mr.  Healy),  the  very  thing 
that  the  tenants  of  Ireland  complained 
about,  the  very  thing  that  constituted 
the  grievance  of  the  tenants  ?  Who  de- 
stroyed the  effect  of  the  clause  suggested 
by  his  hon.  Friend  but  the  House  of 
Lords  ?  That  was  certainly  an  improve- 
ment of  the  Bill  in  a  wrong  direc- 
tion ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned 

Mr.  Synan 


Gentleman  meant  that,  he  (Mr.  Synan) 
agreed  with  him ;  but  if  he  meant  to 
say  that  they  improved  the  Bill  in  the 
tenants'  direction,  surely  the  proof  was 

ftalpable  that  the  tenants  of  Ireland  had 
ost  all  conQdence  in  the  Bill  and  the 
administration  of  the  Bill  since  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the  ease 
of  "Adams  v.  Dunseatfa,"  upon  Iho 
Improvement  Clause  of  the  Act  of  1881, 
which  Improvement  Clause  was  the  act 
of  "anolJier  place."  Well,  now  be 
oame  to  the  general  question  aa  to  the 
action  of  the  Sub-Commissions.  He 
did  not  propose  to  go  into  the  individual 
merits  of  the  Members  of  the  Sub-Com- 
missions  ;  beyond  the  legal  Members  of 
the  Sub-Commissions  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  Commissions.  He,  however, 
knew  this — that  he  recommended  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  recommend  several  men 
in  his  own  county  whom  he  thought 
ought  to  be  on  the  Sub-Oommission. 
The  men  he  proposed  were  large  work- 
ing farmers ;  but  every  Tecommendattou 
of  his  waa  rejected,  and  they  were,  he 
thought,  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  men  were  with  the 
tenants,  and  not  with  the  landlords. 
He  did  not  mean  to  Bay  that  their  sym- 
pathies were  not  with  the  tenants,  but 
they  certunly  had  no  prejudices  against 
the  landlords ;  but  every  man  who  waa 
known  to  have  empathy  with  the 
tenants,  and  who  was  a  working  farmer 
himself,  was,  to  his  (Mr.  Synan's)  know- 
ledge, rejected.  He  did  not  complain 
of  that ;  he  did  not  blame  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment ;  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  knew  anything 
about  these  men ;  His  Excellency  took 
the  recommendations  submitted  to  him 
by  Members  of  Parliament,  by  land- 
lords, and  by  others.  He  (Mr.  ^nan) 
understood  that  the  Members  for  Ulster 
had  the  nomination  of  the  whole  of  the 
Sub-Commissioners,  so  far  as  the  North 
of  Ireland  was  concerned.  He  did  not 
deny  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  made  the 
appointments  faithfully  and  honestly; 
but  then  what  was  the  bod^  that  ap- 
pointed ;  to  whom  did  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  refer  the  appointments?  Virii 
euttodei  tmtodtei  ?  What  did  the  two 
lawyers  of  the  Land  Commission  know 
about  the  merits  of  the  men  who 
were  submitted  to  them  so  far  as  the 
valuation  of  land  was  concerned  ?  No- 
thing whatever ;  how  was  it  pomiblo 
th^  oould  know  anythingf  abonft  itf 
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Ht.  Yemon  might  know  the  merits 
of  the  men  with  whom  he  was  per- 
Bonally  aoquaiated ;  but  he  could  not 
know  anything  about  the  others  who 
were  recommended,  and  what  he  (Ur. 
Synan)  had  said  about  the  third  Mem- 
ber of  the  Oommission,  both  in  and  out- 
side that  House,  he  was  quite  prepared 
to  repeat.  Hr.  Teroon's  sympathies 
wore  decidedly  with  the  landlords ;  and 
if  he  was  to  be  the  person  who  was  to 
have  the  nomination  of  the  8ub-0om- 
missioners,  what  was  the  meaning  of 
telling  him  (Mx.  Synan)  that  the  Sab- 
Commissioners  were  really  men  who 
sympathized  with  the  tenants  ?  He  did 
not  want  to  say  there  were  not  excellent 
men  on  the  Sub-Commissions,  number- 
ing 24.  The  Commissions,  however,  had 
now  been  reduced  to  10  ;  and  what  was 
the  character  of  the  10  ?  He  would  not 
say  anything  about  it  himself;  but  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Monaghan 
(Mr.  Healy)  had  expressed  his  opinion. 
The  hon.  Member  bad  told  them  that 
the  Sub-Commissioners,  who  were  to  be 
dismissed  on  the  16th  of  August,  had 
sympathies  and  leanings  with  the 
tenants,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated  that  to  Uie  Committee  as  a 

fievance.  The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
ealy]  considered  t^e  statement  he  had 
made  well  founded ;  and  surely  he  ought 
to  be  a  good  judge,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
taken  great  interest  in  the  Laud  Act, 
and  knew  the  opinions  of  the  tenant 
farmers  in  Ireland  as  well  as  any  man. 
He  (Mr.  Synan)  had  a  great  knowledge 
of  the  tenant  farmers  himself,  he  had 
mixed  with  them  all  his  life ;  but  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Healy)  had  the  unani- 
mous sympathy  of  the  tenant  farmers  of 
Ireland  wherever  he  went,  and  he  told 
the  Committee  that  every  man  on  the 
Sub-Commission  who  sympathized  with 
the  tenants  had  been  dismissed,  while 
only  those  were  being  retained  who  had 
landlord  leanings andproolivities.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Synan)  came  to  another  point 
of  a  general  charaoter,  and  he  mo- 
tioned it  because  it  had  been  forced  upon 
him ;  he  mentioned  it  because  the  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  said  that 
the  liand  Commission  was  a  representa- 
tive Body  of  the  tenants  of  Ireland ;  but 
it  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  When  did 
Uie  Committee  think  that  the  10  Com- 
missions would  have  disposed  of  ^e 
oases  of  the  600,000  tenants  of  Ireland? 


If  they  deducted  the  100,000  lease- 
holders there  would  still  be  left  500,000 
tenants.  The  24  Commissions  which  had 
been  sitting  up  to  this  had  decided  only 
100,000  cases,  while  70,000  cases  had 
been  decided  out  of  Court.  If,  there- 
fore, 24  CoDimissions  could  only  decide 
100,000  cases  in  three  years,  how  long 
would  the  lU  Commissions  be  occopied 
in  deciding  the  remaining  cases  ?  The 
right  hon.  GenUezoan  could  work  the 
matter  out  for  himself.  What  was  the 
goal  at  which  they  were  aiming,  and  at 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endea- 
voured  to  aim  by  the  Bill  he  introduced 
a  short  time  ago,  but  which  he  dropped 
so  very  hastily  ?  Was  it  peasant  pro- 
prietory y  If  so,  how  could  they  have 
peasant  proprietory  until  they  had  fixed 
the  judicial  rents  of  the  tenants  of  Ire- 
land  ?  Would  any  man  of  the  400,000 
or  500,000  who  had  not  gone  into  Court 
come  to  any  arrangement  with  his  land- 
lord as  to  number  of  years'  purchase 
that  he  was  to  give  for  a  rack  rent? 
Why,  the  most  remarkable  instance  had 
occurred  in  his  own  county.  The  Earl 
of  Devon  had  his  land  for  sale,  and  he 
was  willing  to  take  less  even  than  the 
20  years'  purchase  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  by  his 
Bill,  fixed  as  the  value  of  Irish  land. 
Why,  some  of  the  tenants  refused  to 
make  an  offer;  some  of  them  would 
give  10,  some  of  them  would  give  12; 
but  he  did  not  know  that  any  of  them 
went  as  far  as  to  oflfer  16  years*  pur- 
chase. This  was  only  a  single  instance 
of  the  impossibility  of  arriving  at  a 
settlement  of  the  qnestion  upon  the  pre- 
sent system.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  some  of  the  tenants  were  not  as  un- 
reasonable as  some  landlords ;  but  was 
it  tmreasonable  for  any  man  to  ask  how 
a  tenant  and  landlord  could  come  to- 
gether to  fix  the  number  of  years'  pur- 
chase which  should  be  paid  for  a  hid- 
ing when  the  judicial  rent  of  that  hold- 
ing had  not  been  fixed  ?  And  by  the 
soheme  the  Government Imd  just  framed 
they  were  postponing  the  settlement  of 
the  question  until  the  remote  Aitnre. 
He  had  given  the  Committee  a  rule-of- 
three  sum,  and  if  they  worked  it  out 
they  would  find  that  the  10  Commissions 
would  be  15  years  in  deciding  the  re- 
maining applications  for  the  fixing  of 
judioial  rents.  It  was  impossible  to 
obtain  a  peasaat  proprietary  in  Ireland 
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until  the  judicial  rent  of  the  cUfiforent 
holdings  had  been  fixed ;  and  yet  the 
Government  would  Btop,  by  the  very 
liiiog  they  were  now  doing,  the  progress 
of  their  Bill  of  1881.  The  aovem- 
ment  were,  by  their  own  action,  de- 
feating the  object  of  their  owq  Bill. 
His  hoD.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  said  that  the 
jndicial  rents  which  were  now  being 
fixed  were  rack  rente,  and  that  an 
amendment  of  the  law  was  necessary. 
He  did  not  go  as  far  as  his  hon.  Friend; 
but  he  did  go  the  length  of  saying  that 
some  of  the  judicial  rents  were  rack 
rente,  and  he  would  give  a  proof  of  his 
assertion.  In  his  own  county  there  were 
two  estates  lying  eide  by  side,  on  one  of 
which  the  judicial  rents  had  been  settled. 
Iji  the  one  case  the  tenants  went  into 
Court  and  came  out  with  a  reduction  of 
about  6  per  cent,  the  land  there  being 
Tery  good.  Upon  the  adjoining  estate, 
however,  the  landlord  had  setued  with 
his  teoaDts.  The  land  was  of  the  very 
same  character  ae  that  In  the  first 
caee,  and  yet  the  landlord  had  granted 
reductions  of  rent  of  10  per  cent. 
Bid  they  mean  to  tell  hiin  that  under 
such  circumstances  the  tenants  would  go 
into  the  Land  Courts ;  but  even  if  the 
tenants  were  disposed  to  go  into  the 
Courts,  the  Government  ha^  so  limited 
the  number  that  many  cases  could  not 
be  decided  for  years  to  come.  He  was 
sorry  to  say  that  tenants  would  not  go 
into  the  Courts.  He  knew  many  lease- 
holders who  had  refused  to  go  into 
Court,  even  where  the  landlord  had 

given  his  consent;  they  would  sooner 
eal  with  the  landlord  outside  the  Court 
than  go  to  the  Court  and  come  out  with 
what  they  considered  rack  rents.  What 
had  produced  this  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  tenants  ?  A  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Sub-Commieeions.  He  did  not  eay 
that  the  Sub-Commissions  were  not 
useful.  "Where  there  was  a  rack-rent- 
ing landlord  the  Sub -Commissions  were 
most  valuable,  because  the  tenante  had 
some  chance  at  all  events  of  having  a 
fair  rent  fixed.  TJnIeee,  however,  the 
tenants  had  confidence  in  the  Sub-Com- 
missions they  would  not  resort  to  the 
Laud  Courts,  but  would  prefer  to 
arrange  with  their  landlords.  He 
believed  in  the  indirect  benefit  of  the 
Land  Act  rather  thao  in  its  direct  bene- 
fit.   The  Act  had  induced  huodlords  to 

Mr.  8gm» 


make  ammgements  with  their  tenants; 
but  by  what  they  were  now  doing,  uid 
by  alleging  that  the  Land  Commission 

and  Sub -Commissions  represented  the 
tenants  ae  well  as  the  landlords  of  L-e- 
land,  the  GK>vernment  were  making  the 
greatest  mistake  they  ever  made.  They 
were  destroying  the  benefit  of  their  Act. 
They  were  postponing  its  operation  to 
the  remote  future,  and  doing  much  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  that  peasant 
proprietary  which  they  were  all  anxious 
to  see.  He  was  afraid  that  unless  the 
administration  of  the  Act  was  vastly  im- 
proved there  would  be  another  land 
agitation  as  violeat  as  that  which  had 
just  closed. 

Colonel  OOLTHURST  said,  he 
should  oonfine  the  few  remarks  he  had 
to  make  to  one  portion  of  Uie  subject. 
It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
Committee  that  by  Clause  29  of  the 
Land  Act  an  attempt  was  made  to  en- 
courage the  building  of  labourers*  cot- 
tages on  the  farms  of  Ireland.  He 
noticed  that  in  their  Keport  this  year 
the  Land  Commissioners  stated  that  the 
19th  section  of  the  Act  had  not  been 
operative  to  any  large  extent.  The 
number  of  orders  made  by  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  under  this  section,  during 
the  year  ending  August,  1883,  was  260, 
and  in  the  preceding  year  326— that  was 
to  say  that  tu  round  numbers,  up  to 
August  of  last  year,  about  500  oraers 
were  made  by  the  Sub-Commissioners 
for  the  erection  or  repair  of  labourers' 
cottages;  and,  supposing  the  progress 
to  be  about  the  same  up  to  August  in 
this  year,  about  700  orders  had  been 
made.  Now  they  came  to  the  subject 
of  how  these  orders  had  been  carried 
out.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  Leamy)  succeeded  in 
passing  an  Act  making  and  putting  a 
heavy  penalty  upon  the  occupier  who, 
having  obtained  a  reduction  of  rent 
himscdi,  and  having  been  ordered  to 
provide  for  his  labourer,  failed  to  do  so. 
But  he  added  a'condition  which,  unfor- 
tunately, was  not  accepted  by  the 
Treasury.  He  suggested  that  the  Land 
Commissioners  should  have  the  power 
of  appointing  Inspectors  to  see  that  their 
orders  were  carried  out.  The  Treasury 
objected,  and  obliged  the  hon.  Member 
to  withdraw  that  provision  from  his 
Bill,  and  a  very  unfortunate  interference 
it  was  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury. 
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"When  the  Labourers'  Act  was  passed 
last  year  a  clause  was  introduced  seek- 
ing to  remedy  that  evil  by  making  tlie 
Sanitary  Authority— that  was  to  say  the 
Boards  of  Ouardiana — responsible forthe 
carrying  out  of  the  orders  of  the  Sub- 
GommisBioners,  and  the  Land  Oommis- 
fiioners  stated  in  their  Heport  that  they 
had  in  every  instance  communicated  the 
order  to  the  Union  concerned.  He 
hoped  that  by  a  -  Return  that  would 
shortly  be  fumiphed  to  the  House  the 
Committee  would  be  able  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  as  to  how  many  of  the 
orders  had  been  carried  out.  He  was 
perfectly  certain  that  it  would  turn  out 
that  not  half  of  the  600  or  700  orders 
had  been  complied  with  ;  because,  al- 
though the  Act  said  that  the  Sanitary 
Authority  should  do  so  and  so,  there 
vas  no  one  to  see  that  any  given  Board 
of  Guardians  put  the  Act  in  force  in  its 
Union,  unless  the  labourer  himself  came 
lorvard.  Now,  they  knew  that  the 
labourer  was  generally  in  a  very  de- 
pendent position,  and  that,  therefore,  he 
was  not  likely  himself  to  come  forward 
and  complain  of  the  inadequacy  of  his 
dwelling.  It  was  very  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  action  of  the  Treasury 
had  marred  the  effect  of  that  clause, 
and  the  question  now  was  what  legisla- 
tive enactment  could  be  passed  to 
remedy  the  defect.  He  thought  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.Trevelyan),  in  his 
capacity  as  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  might  do  some- 
thing; he  might  have  the  attention 
of  Boards  of  Guardians  called  to  the 
necessity  of  putting  the  clause  into 
operation,  and  of  employing  the  reliev- 
ing officers,  who  were  also  sanitary  offi- 
cers, for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the 
orders  made  under  the  section  were 
carried  out.  He  thought,  also,  some- 
thing might  be  done  by  hon.  Members 
opposite,  because  there  was  no  doubt 
that  if  there  had  existed  any  public 
opinion  on  this  subject  many  cottages 
would  have  been  built  before  now. 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  repre- 
sented to  a  very  great  extent  public 
opinion.  The  hon.  Member  for  81igo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  on  a  recent  occasion 
attacked  very  warmly  the  Board  of 
"Works,  because  they  did  not  carry  out 
in  a  proper  spirit  Acts  which  had  been 
passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Irish 
people.  Now,  here  was  an  Act  involving 
no  expense  upon  the  Treasury,  no 


responsibility  upon  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, except  that  of  seeing  that  an 
occupier  who  had  obtained  a  reduction 
of  rent  should  share  that  reduction,  in  a 
sense,  with  his  labourers.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  had  possession  of  the 
platform  and  of  the  Press  to  a  great  ex- 
tent in  Ireland ;  and,  therefore,  they 
could  do  a  great  deal— and  he  hoped 
they  would — to  secure  the  operation  of 
the  clauses  affecting  labourers'  dwell- 
ings. He  was  sorry  to  see  the  other 
day  in  Coutny  Limerick  an  advocate 
of  the  labourers  complaining  that 
the  Labourers'  Act  was  not  put  in 
force  in  a  certain  Union,  the  far< 
mers  in  which  Union  were  opposing 
the  operation  of  the  Act.  He  hoped 
the  Ohief  Secretarywould  see  that  the 
19th  clause  of  the  Land  Act  was  made 
operative. 

Me.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he 
thought  that  from  the  action  of  the 
Sub- Commissions  in  Ireland  lately,  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  &e  most 
popular  of  those  Commissions  were 
about  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment, there  was  a  plain  moral  to  be 
drawn  which  the  Irish  people  would  not 
be  slow  to  draw;  and  that  was  that  it  was 
an  evil  day  for  popular  interests  in  Ire- 
land when  political  agitation  in  that 
country  declined.  The  Government  pro- 
fessed to  be  very  anxious  for  a  return  of 
peace  and  quietude,  and  of  what  they 
called  law  and  order  in  that  country; 
and  from  time  to  time  they  quoted,  with 
great  pleasure,  statistics  tending  to  show 
that  that  was  the  course  which  events 
were  now  taking.  But  what  did  the 
Irish  people  see  concurrently  with  all 
this?  They  could  see  that  as  crime 
declined,  and  as  peace  and  (n^er  were 
restored  in  Ireland,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion the  redaction  of  rents  which 
the  Sub-Commissions  had  been  making 
declined.  When  Ireland  was  alive, 
when  the  people  were  determined,  and 
when  there  was  a  serious  agitation  for 
popular  rights  and  common  justice  and 
relief  from  oppression,  the  rack  rents 
came  down  pretty  fast ;  but  now  that  a 
period  of  comparative  quietude  had  come 
it  was  remarked  that  the  reductions  of 
rent  had  dwindled  down  from  25  per 
cent  to  18  and  16  per  cent.  He  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that  as  the  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  improved,  the  reduc- 
tion of  rack  rents  or  unfair  rents  would 
become  smaller  and  smaltfir- uittil  they 
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did  not  amount  to  mor«  than  10  or  5  per 
cent.  Now,  they  were  toM  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  that  the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  reductions 
made  by  the  Sub-Commissions  wasowing 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  rush  into  the 
Land  Courts  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
business,  and  that  the  worst  cases  were 
the  6rBt  to  be  dealt  with.  How  did  the 
right  bon.  Gontleman  make  that  out? 
Undoubtedly  there  was  a  great  accumu- 
latioD  of  cases  when  the  Land  Courts 
commenced  their  sittiogs,  bat  how  did 
the  Chief  Secretary  make  ont  the  allega- 
tion that  the  worst  oases  were  tiie  first 
to  be  dealt  with  ?  He  (Mr.  SulliTan) 
maintained  tiliat  the  cages  taken  first 
were  average  cases  and  that  the  cases 
were  taken  in  the  order  in  which  they 
came.  There  was  no  selection  made  of 
the  worst  cases,  none  whatever,  and  he 
challenged  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  make  good  his 
allegation.  But  if  it  were  true  that  the 
reductions  of  25  per  cent  made  by  the 
Land  Commissions  in  the  early  stages  of 
their  inquiries  were  the  consequence  of 
the  rush  that  was  made  into  Court  the 
OoTemment  stood  convicted.  The  Go- 
Temment  were  convicted  of  preventing 
the  Irish  National  Land  League  sub- 
mitting test  cases.  It  was  declared  by 
the  Leader  of  the  Irish  people,  and  by 
the  Leaders  of  the  Irish  National  Land 
Leaeae,  that  they  intended  to  submit  to 
the  Irish  Land  Commission  a  set  of  test 
oases  on  the  very  opening  of  the  Com- 
mission's business,  and  for  so  saying 
and  doing  the  Leader  of  the  Irish  people 
was  thrown  into  prison.  That  was  one 
of  the  counts  of  the  indictment  against 
him — namely,  that  instead  of  allowing 
the  rush  into  Court  he  intended  to  have 
submitted  to  those  Courts  a  series  of  test 
cases.  It  was  for  recommending  the 
Irish  people  to  await  the  result  of  the 
test  cases  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  ^Mr.  Par- 
nell),  and  others  who  acted  with  him, 
were  thrown  into  the  cells  of  Bichmond 
and  Eilmainham  Gaols.  Therefore,  he 
(Mr.  Sullivan)  thought  that  the  expla- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  Government 
lay  very  badly  indeed  in  their  mouths. 
Now,  with  reference  to  some  of  the  Sub- 
Commissions  which  were  about  to  be  die- 
oontinued,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  did  not  like  the 
word  *' dismissed."  It  was  a  very  re- 
markable taot— and  nothing  the  right 

Jfr.  T.  D.  SiOiipm 


hon.  Gentleman  could  say  would  ex- 
explain  it  away  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Irish  people — it  was  a  very  remarkable 
fact  that  the  Sub-Commissions  in  which 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland  had  the  most 
confidence  were  those  which  were  to  be 
discontinued.  They  did  their  business 
in  the  most  impartial  and  most  proper 
manner ;  but  it  happened,  nevertheless, 
that  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  in 
whose  decisions  the  peo(de  of  Ireland 
had  the  greatest  confidence  were  to  be 
dispensed  with,  while  the  pets  and 
vouritee  of  the  landlords,  and  of  the 
Irish  Tories  and  (hraniranen,  were  to  be 
oontintied  in  office.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary was  very  fond  of  the  dismissed 
gentlemen,  no  doubt ;  bnt  tiiey  might 
apply  to  him,  with  singular  appropriate* 
ness,  the  old  saying : — 

"  Perhaps  it  wu  rig^ht  to  disaemble  voax  Iots  ; 
But  why  did  yoa  kick  me  downatauv  f  " 

Taking  the  case  of  M'Devitt,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was  highly  re- 
commended— highly  spoken  of  and  writ- 
ten of  by,  amongst  others,  eminent  and 
respected  Catholic  Bishops  in  Ireland. 
He  (Mr.  Sullivan)  did  not  see  anything 
very  astonishing  in  that.  It  was  not 
with  what  had  been  said  about  these 
gentlemen  before  their  appointment  that 
Uiey  had  to  deal^  but  wiUi  what  was 
to  be  said  of  them  now  that  the  Irish 
people  had  had  some  expmence  of  their 
way  of  thinking  and  way  of  acting.  It 
was  within  the  recollection  of  all  that 
gentlemen  of  very  excellent  reputations 
mdeed  had  been  appointed  to  various 
public  offices  in  Ireland,  and  had  very 
soon  changed.  That  was  their  expe- 
rience in  his  country.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  men  soon  changed  their 
colours  and  their  minds,  or,  at  least,  their 
mode  of  action,  after  commencing  to 
put  Government  pay  into  their  pockets. 
Therefore,  the  question  was  not  "  What 
sort  of  a  character  had  Mr.  M'Devitt 
before  he  became  a  Government  place- 
man ? "  but  What  character  has  he 
earned  for  himself  since  he  has  been  in 
the  Government  service?"  His  (Mr. 
Sullivan's)  contention  was  that  this  gen- 
tleman^s  conduct  had  not  been  snoE  as 
to  cause  the  Irish  people  to  prefor  him 
to  any  of  the  Sub-Commissioners  who 
had  been  dismissed  by  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment. The  Committee  hewnl  a  great 
deal  about  the  Chief  Commissioners. 
They,  too,  were  all  excellent  ami  .able 
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men  ;  but  he  reoolleoted  very  well  that 
the  Tery  moment  the  names  of  theee 
three  gentlemen  were  first  mentioned  to 
the  House,  it  was  said  by  Irishmen  who 
knew  them  all  that  one  man  was,  in 
reality,  the  whole  Comonissioo,  and  that 
mau  was  the  representative  of  the  land- 
lords— Mr.  Vernon.  It  was  said  and 
believed  at  the  very  first,  and  expe- 
rience from  that  day  to  this  had  con- 
firmed the  judgment,  that  that  one  man 
would  rule  the  Commission.  Mr.  Litton 
— whom  he  (Mr.  Sullivan)  had  had  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  in  the  House—was 
nveiy  excellent  gentleman,  afair-minded, 
just  man ;  but  he  was  no  match,  in  a 
contest  of  this  kind,  for  Mr.  Vwnon — a 
r^nreeentative  of  the  Undlord  party— a 
very  exteneiTe  land  agent.  So  with  re- 
gard to  Mr.  O'Hagan.  He  was  a  very 
estimable  man,  no  doubt ;  at  odo  time 
a  man  of  patriotic  and  national  procli- 
Titles— a  man  who  wrote  some  beautiful 
poetry,  full  of  national  sentiment,  which 
would  live  long  after  the  character  of  its 
author,  as  a  patriot,  had  departed,  which 
would  live  in  Irish  literature  long  after 
the  man  himself  had  been  gathered  to 
his  fathers.  But  the  man  who,  in  his 
youth,  or  in  his  manhood,  as  the  case 
might  be,  had  written  national  poems, 
or  national  letters,  or  national  articles, 
was  about  the  last  man  he  (Mr.  Sullivan) 
would  trust  after  he  had  become  a  place- 
man in  the  pay  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment ;  because  the  memory  of  his  former 
reputation  would  be  always  before  him, 
and  he  would  be  always  trying  to  oon- 
Tinee  his  colteagues,  wherever  he  mi^bt 
be,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  Nationalist, 
no  longer  a  patriot,  and  that  he  could 
be  relied  on  as  much  as  any  other  man 
to  do  the  work  that  the  British  Qovern- 
ment  had  appoioted  him  to  do.  Su  it  was 
with  the  Sub -Commissioners,  aod  so  it 
was  with  the  Chief  Commissioners.  And 
now  they  came  to  this — that  Ireland, 
being  again  forced  down  in  one  way  or 
another — the  stress  of  public  agitation  in 
that  country  having  somewhat  abated — 
had  to  submit  to  cunstantty-decreasing 
reductions  of  rent  in  the  Land  Court. 
The  reward  of  the  Irish  people  for  this 
BO-oalled  return  to  peace,  law,  and  order 
was  this  coming  down  of  the  Land  Com- 
misstoDers — this  falUug-off  in  their  mode 
of  dealing  with  unfair  rents.  What  was 
the  lesson  the  Irish  people  bad  to  derive 
therefrom?  Ihepeopleread these  things 
broadly  and  roi^hly;  but  they  read 

VOL.  COXCI.   [thibd  asBiss.] 


them,  he  thought,  rightly  on  the  whole. 
The  moral  they  woiJd  draw  from  the 
whole  set  of  circumstances  was  this — 
that  if  they  wished  justice  to  be  done  to 
them,  as  justice  did  yet  remain  to  be 
done,  they  must  keep  up  agitating,  and 
make  their  enemies,  as  they  had  made 
them  before,  afraid  of  them.  He  was 
old  enough  to  remember  in  Irish  history 

f>eriods  in  which  there  was  no  political 
ife.  He  remembered  the  time  of  de- 
pression which  followed  the  Famines  of 
1848  and  1849,  and  the  traitorism  of 
the  Eeogh  and  Swlleir  party,  who  be- 
trayed the  interests  of  the  Irish  peo|d.e 
on  the  floor  of  that  Honse.  He  remem- 
bered the  hush  of  misery  and  despair 
that  came  over  the  roxmtry ;  and  this  also 
he  remembered — that  during  the  whole 
of  that  time  nothing  was  done  for  Ire- 
land. Nothing  was  done  until  the  people 
took  heart  again,  and  rose  to  a  certain 
sense  of  their  position  in  their  own 
country.  They  had  won  something,  and 
he  was  glad  of  it — proud  of  it.  He  had 
never  denied  it — he  had  stated  on  Irish 
platforms,  as  he  stated  here,  that  the 
Land  Act  had  been  a  great  Act  of  Eman> 
cipation  for  the  Irish  tenantry,  and  for 
the  whole  Irish  nation,  not  merely  be- 
cause of  the  reduction  of  rents  that  it 
liad  brought  about,  but  because  of  the 
lifting  up  of  the  hearts  of  the  Irish 
people,  -mio  found  that,  after  all,  not- 
withstanding the  mighty  forces  arrayed 
against  them,  they  could  yet  conquer  as 
they  had  conquered  in  the  past.  The 
Irish  people,  up  to  this,  however,  had 
only  conquered  half  justice,  and  he  ooun- 
soiled  them  not  to  subside  and  suspend 
their  efforts,  but  to  go  on  with  open  and 
fearless  agitation  for  their  nKhts.  If 
they  did,  in  time  they  would  win  the 
other  half  measure  of  justice  which  was 
their  due.  That  was  the  moral  he  drew 
from  existing  circumstances,  and  that 
was  the  moru  he  trusted  the  Irish  people 
would  draw  from  them.  It  was  not 
well,  he  maintained,  for  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  teach  that  moral  to  the  Irish 
people  —  to  teach  that,  in  proportion 
as  they  subsided  and  held  their  peace, 
and  were  not  organized,  so  did  tne  de- 
sire of  the  British  Parliament  to  do 
tliem  justice  decline,  and  that  it  was 
only  as  they  rose  in  agitation,  and 
almost  set  the  countiy  aflame,  that  that 
House,  and  those  who  ruled  it,  would 
listen  to  their  demands,  however  just 
and  reaimnable  they  might  be.   He  had 
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beard  that  night  that  about  £500,000 
per  annum  bad  been  saved  to  the  ten- 
antry hy  the  action  of  the  Irish  Land 
Act.  He  did  not  doubt  it — be  was  glad 
of  it — but  every  penny  of  this  money 
was  their  own.  They  had  got  nothiog 
from  anybody — nothing  which  did  not 
belong  to  them.  He  had  heard  the 
taking  of  this  money  from  those  who 
lately  had  been  receiving  it  stigmatized 
ae  "  robbery."  Aye,  there  was  robbery 
in  the  ca»e,  but  the  robbers  were  those 
who  had  been  taking  the  £500,000  out  of 
1i:e  pockets  of  the  bish  peasantry,  with 
no  justice  for  it  except  the  permission  of 
the  law  of  the  land.  That  there  was 
that  pfrmisnon  he  granted.  But  what 
was  this  law  of  the  land  ?  It  was  law 
made  by  landlords  to  enable  them  to 
plunder  the  peasantry.  He  had  heard 
hon.  aud  right  hon.  Gentlemen  in  that 
House  speak  of  the  Triph  servant  girls 
in  Amfrica,  England,  and  elsewhere, 
sending  over  money  to  Ireland  to  sus- 
tain their  poor  relatives.  The  fault 
found  with  these  servant  girls  was  that 
they  no  longer  sent  this  money  over  to 
go  into  the  pockets  of  these  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Where  had  these 
earnings  gone  hitherto  ?  Why.  into  the 
pockets  of  the  Irish  landlords.  Such 
was  the  old  system — of  so  cruel  and  in- 
famous a  character  was  it  that  it  ex- 
tracted not  only  from  the  ^or  people 
at  home,  working  and  living  on  the 
soil,  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  but  it  put  under 
contribution  their  s<mB  and  danghtera 
who  had  fled  to  other  lan^  to  sustain 
themselves,  and  to  escape  the  miseiy 
and  poverty  that  they  had  experience  of 
at  home.  It  was  a  fact  that  in  years 
gone  by  the  rack  rents  in  Ireland  were 
paid,  to  a  large  extent,  out  of  the  earn- 
ings of  the  young  men  and  young 
women  in  England,  America,  and  Aus- 
tralia. Thank  God  that  that  system,  if 
not  quite  ended,  at  all  events  had  been 
broken  down  ;  and,  he  asked,  with  what 
face  could  these  ract-rpnters — whose 
names  appeared  in  the  Blue  Books  as 
such,  whose  names  were  on  record  and 
would  ptand  in  these  official  volumes,  in 
everything  but  the  strict  legal  sense,  as 
those  of  convicted  thieves — with  what 
face  could  these  people  stand  upon  the 
Benches  of  that  House,  or  anywhere 
else,  and  censure  the  Irish  people  at 
home  and  abroad  for  their  efforts  to 
mitigate  this  oppression  and  end  this 
emu  law  ?   If  he  had  unduly  detained 

Mr.  r.  D.  aulUvm 


the  Committee,  it  was  because  he  had 
wished  to  put  before  it  this  plain  fact — 
that  he  felt  himself,  and  believed  that 
others  felt  also,  that  the  cause  of  this 
proportionate  diminution  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  rents  was  the  peace  and  quietness 
and  absence  of  excitement  in  Ireland,  and 
he  hoped  there  would  be  an  end  to  that. 
Not  that  he  counselled  disorder,  not  that 
be  counselled  criminal  acta;  but  he  did 
counsel  organization  aud  legitimate  pub- 
lic action,  and  did  tell  the  Irish  people 
that  failing  in  that  they  would  fail  in 
everything,  end  that  maintaining  that 
as  they  ought  to  maintain  it  they  would 
obtain  from  this  House  of  Commons  or 
from  any  House  of  Commons,  and  from 
this  Qovemment  or  from  any  Govern- 
ment which  might  follow  it — they  would 
ultimately  obtain,  in  spite  of  all  the 
powers  arrayed  a^ainot  them,  the  full 
measure  of  the  rights  they  were  so  justly 
entitled  to,  and  for  which  they  had  so 
lone:  and  so  patientlv  otrtigirled. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  trespass  for  long  on  the 
time  nf  the  Committee;  but  when  an 
hon.  Member  below  the  Gangway,  with- 
out your  interfering  at  all.  Sir,  speaks 
of  a  party  in  this  country  as  a  party  of 
"  convicted  thieves,"  and  with  his  finger 
deliberately  points  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  on  these  Bnnrhes,  emphasizing 
the  expression,  I  think  it  is  only  right 
that  I  should  rise,  not  to  say  much  as 
to  what  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, but  to  say  that  I  do  not  much  care 
about  his  opinion ;  that  I  do  not  think 
we  are  "  convicted  thieves;"  but  that  I, 
and  those  who  believe  with  me,  are 
strongly  of  opinion  that  there  are  con- 
victed thieves  in  Ireland,  and  murderers 
and  associates  of  murderers,  and  that 
they  are  sitting,  not  where  I  am  sittingi 
but  not  very  far  off  

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  in  Order 
in  paying  that  he  believes  there  are  not 
only  convicted  thieves,  but  murderers 
and  associates  of  murderers,  sitting,  not 
where  he  sits,  but  not  far  from  him  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  think  the  ex- 
pressions used  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Mpmber  highly  improper,  and  I  must 
call  upon  him  to  withtlraw  them. 

Me.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN:  Who 
minds f   [Crien  of  *•  Withdraw  ! 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  wiU  withdraw  the  ob- 
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Miration,  if  he  applied  it  to  any  hon. 
Member  in  this  House. 

OoLOHEL  KENQ-HARMAN:  Sir,  I 
wish— [ioui  cries  of"  "Withdraw  ! I 
trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  what  I 
have  to  say.  I  wish  to  remark  that,  as 
the  words  "convicted  thieves"  were 
applied  to  the  Bench  on  which  I  sit,  X 
did  think  I  might  be  allowed  to  use 
some  strong  expression  in  reply.  I  ac- 
knowledge that  X  used  a  strong  ezpres- 
— a  stronger  one  than  that  vsed 
below  ^0  Gangway.  The  worda  "  mur- 
derers" and  *'a8soeiatee  of  murderers" 
were  stronger  than  "convicted  thieves," 
and,  therefore,  I  beg  to  withdraw  and 
to  apologize  for  having  used  the  ex- 
pression. 

The  chairman  :  X  must  say  X  lis- 
tened veiT  carefully  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  lor  Westmeath  (Mr. 
BuUivan),  and  did  not  understand  him 
to  apply  the  observation  to  which  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  taken  excep- 
tion to  anyone  in  this  House.  Xf  X  had, 
I  certainly  should  have  called  him  to 
Order. 

CoLOHEL  KING-HAUMAN  said,  he 
was  sure  the  Ohairman  would  allow  him 
to  use  IS  seconds  in  the  remarks  he  was 
about  to  make.  He  oould  assure  him 
that  not  only  were  the  words  to  which 
he  had  called  attention  used,  but  the 
words  were  accompanied  with  a  gesture 
—the  hon.  Mranber  had  poioted  to  the 
place  where  he  (Oolonel  Kiug-Harroan) 
sat.  It  was  beosuse  of  that  that  he  had 
taken  it  that  the  expression  was  applied 
to  that  part  of  the  House  where  be  sat. 
If  it  were  not  so,  he  apologized  most 
distinctly  and  decidedly  for  what  he  had 
said.  If,  however,  he  was  right  in  his 
BUiiptcion  that  the  ohservatioa  was  ap- 
plied to  where  he  sat,  he  was  sure  the 
Ohairman  would  support  him  in  sa,ying 
that,  while  he  withdrew  the  expressions 
he  had  used,  and  apologized  for  using 
them,  there  had  been,  at  the  same  time, 
some  excuse  for  his  indignation  and  for 
using  the  words  he  did.  It  was  not  his 
intention  to  go  into  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  Land  Commissioners 
in  Ireland  had  done  their  duty  ;  it  was 
far  too  late  in  the  BessioQ  to  venture 
upon  such  a  subject.  He  had  very 
strong  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  he 
believed  those  opinions  were  tolerably 
well  known,  at  any  rate,  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  represented 
tiw  Irish.  Govenunent.    He .  beliered 


the  working  of  the  Land  Act  had 
been  contrary  to  the  declaration  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  made  when  he  brought  in  the 
Bill  aod  when  he  put  it  to  the  House. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  said  that  no 
damage  would  he  done  to  the  landlord 
interest,  and  he  was  supported  in  that 
statement  by  a  noble  liord  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  who  said  that  the  landlord 
interest  would  be  rather  improved  by 
the  measure  than  otherwise.  But  they 
knew  perfectly  well  what  had  happened. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  land- 
lord interest  had  been  reduced  by  from 
25  to  80  per  cent  all  over  Ireland.  They 
knew  perfectly  well  that  it  had  not  been 
a  question  of  whether  rents  were  high 
or  rents  were  low,  but  that  the  Sub- 
Commiseionera,  whereverthey  bad  gone, 
had  oheyed  an  unwritten,  although  a 
perfectly  understood,  law,  which  was 
that  the  landlords'  rents  were  to  be  re- 
duced wbeiher  they  were  high  or  whe- 
ther they  were  low.  It  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  in  Ireland  where  there 
had  been  two  landlords  side  by  aide, 
one  a  rack  renter  and  the  other  a  fair 
and  considerate  man — one  having  raised 
his  rents  during  the  bad  times  20  per 
cent,  and  the  other  never  having  raised 
his  rente  at  all — the  man  who  hud  raised 
his  rents  had  had  them  reduced  20  per 
cent,  while  the  same,  if  not  a  greater, 
reduction  had  been  made  in  the  case  of 
the  man  who  had  never  raised  his  rents. 
It  was  a  well  known  fact — hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  knew  it  as  well  as 
he  did,  and  hon.  Members  sitting  by  the 
side  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieutenant 
knew  it  as  well  as  he  did — that  the  good 
landlords,  so  called,  had  suffered  far 
more  than  the  bad  landlords.  It  was 
perfectly  well  knowo  that  the  operation 
of  the  Land  Act  had  been  this — that  the 
man  who  had  bought  his  estates  under 
the  Landed  Estates  Court,  or  when  it 
was  established,  or  had  acceded  to  them 
at  that  time,  and  had  raised  his  roots  to 
an  exorbitant  extent,  rendering  the  in- 
troduction of  some  Land  Act  or  other 
imperative,  was  the  man  sittiog  in  his 
saddle  rejoicing ;  whilst  the  man  who 
had  always  worked  with  his  tenantry 
and  had  done  the  btst  he  oould  for 
them,  not  luking  rents  which  were  too 
heavy,  not  raising  them  when  he  could 
do  so,  was  the  man  who  was  now  suffer- 
ing poTortgr  beoauae  of  the^action,  he 
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vonld  not  say  of  the  GbTernment,  but 
of  th«  Sub-Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Gkivemment.     He  wouM  not  aay 
more  about  that.     The  GoTemmfnt 
brou(>r>it  in  the  Lind  Act,  aud  appointed 
three  Commissioners,  whow  nanies  com- 
znande<1,  to  a  great  extent,  the  respect 
of  Irishmen  of  all  classes.    The  Land 
Act  had  been  afrcppte'l  by  them  in  the 
belief  that  the  three  Conunissioners  to 
whom  he  reff^red  were  a  true  and 
lefritimate  sample  of  the  Officers  vho 
were  to  be  appointed  under  it.  After 
&at,  a  number  of  Sub-Commissioners 
were  appointed  such  as  the  Trish  people 
never  could,  nnd  such  as  he  did  not 
believe  the  House  of  Commons  ever 
could,  have  expected.     It  had  been 
showD  that  the  appointment  of  thpse 
men  was  wronc,  and  that  the  men  were 
not  fit  to  go  thro'igh  the  evidence  thev 
bad  had  to  go  through,  and  to  deal  with 
the  extraordinary  perjury  and  malver- 
sation they  had  had  to  deal  with  during 
the  past  two  or  three  years ;  yet  thpse 
men,  being  men  of  honour,  though, 
perhaps,   prejudiced  in  one   way  or 
another,  hat)  come  round,  and  had  not 
gone  on  redwing  rents  in  the  way  in 
which  they  had  done  when  they  were 
inclined  to  accept  the  sworn  testimony 
of  those  from  whom,  at  6rat,  they  ha^ 
to  take  evidence.    He  did  not  mean  to 
go  on  on  this  particular  subject,  but 
merely  made  these  observations  in  com- 
mencement of  what  he  hsd  to  say. 
In  the  Vote  for  the  I«and  Commission 
fhey  had  to  take  an  item  for  the  chief 
agent  for  the  land  salen,  and  he  said 
that,  while  they  could  not  go  hack,  and 
while  he  did  not  seek  to  go  back — he 
wished  they  could,  of  course  ;  but  he 
knew  that  what  was  done  could  not  be 
undone — in  the  matter  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Commissioners  and  Suh- 
Commisiioners,  he  did  want  to  go  bark 
on  the  question  of  the  Commission  for 
the  Sale  of  Land.    He  was  glad  to  cee 
the  Fir&t  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  his 

Slaoe,  for  he  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
^entl»man  would  airree  that  he  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  had  a  right  to  speak  on 
thatqnef-ti'm,  as  he  had  had  the  honour 
of  speaking  to  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  not  long  ago  upon  it  in  Committee. 
It  was  said,  when  the  Land  Act  was 

SBsaing  throngh,  that  the  Irish  land- 
>rd8  would  not  be  prejudiced  by  it — 
that  their  rights  would  not  be  disturbed, 
and  that  the  land  would,  if  anything,  be 

Cotontl  Sit^-Barnum 


mode  of  greater  value  than  it  was  be- 
fore.   Now,  what  was  the  fact  ?  They 
knew  perfectly  well — they  saw  it  from 
the  Rf  turns  he  held  in  his  hand  bearing 
on  the  value  of  land — that  if  a  landlord 
wished  to  sell  his  estate  he  eoold  not 
get  more  than  10,  12,  or  14  years'  pur- 
chase for  it,  whereas,  before  the  Land 
Act  was  passed,  he  could  get  22,  24,  or 
2-5  years  purchase.    How  was  that? 
He  wsB  not  going  to  inflict  a  long  speech 
on  the  Committee,  and  be  did  not  believe 
in  long  speeches.  He  beUeved  in  making 
a  few  short  statements,  and  one  shm 
statemmt  he  would  make  was  this— diot 
a  very  few  years  before  the  Land  Act 
was  past^ed,  there  was  a  certain  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Murrough  O'Brien 
appointed  a  Commissioner  by  the  Church 
Commission  to  regulate  the  sale  of  lands 
to  tenants  who  held  under  the  Church 
Body.   Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  used  to 
go  down  and  value  these  lands,  and  he 
valued  them,  generally  speaking,  at  from 
24  to  25  years'  purchase.    He  (Colonel 
King  -  Harmao)  was  putting  this  at 
the  very  lowest  average  he  could  pos- 
sibly adopt.    After  the  Land  Act  was 
passed,  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  went 
down  on  behalf  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Commission,  and  wherever  he  went  tha 
tenants,  after  listening  to  him,  con- 
sidered that  from  10  to  12  years'  pur- 
chase was  as  mnoh  as  they  were  entitled 
to  offer  for  the  land.   They  were  told  to 
believe  that  the  establishment  of  a  pea- 
sant proprietary  was  the  only  means  of 
pacifying  Irelimd;  but  could  it  be  be- 
lieved that  Iriph  landlords  would  be  dis- 
posed to  part  with  their  lands  at  10  or 
12  years'  purchase,  when  their  tenants, 
four  or  five  years  ago,  were  forced  by 
the  same  man   who   now  valued  tha 
estates  at  10  or  12  years'  purchase  to 
Rive  24  or  26  ?    He  (Colonel  King- Her- 
man) was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  these 
things  could  be  reconciled.    The  foots 
were  certainly  as  he  stated,  and  he  did 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  could  put  them  in  any 
other  way.    If  this  question  were  de- 
ferred to  a  time  when  there  was  a  pos- 
sibility of  more  thoroughly  considecing 
it,  he  would  be  able  to  menttoa  severiJ 
cases  in  support  of  his  atatemenl  He 
would  be  able  to  show  the  extraordinary 
way  in  which  the  Puiduae  Clauses  of 
the  Land  Act  had  been  administered. 
He  had  been  from  the  first,  even  b^ora 
the  Land  Aot  vu  poaaedLjui  adn)oata 
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of  the  eztenuon  of  peasant  proprietary 
in  Ireland.  When  sittiag  Bome  years 
afjfo.immediatelybehiod  where  the  Prime 
Minister  was  now  sitting,  speakinp;  in 
support  of  a  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
present  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre) — then  an  unknown 
Member  of  the  House — he  had  made 
the  suggestion  that  a  certain  sum  of 
money  should  be  applied  each  year  to- 
wards the  solution  of  the  problem  of 
peasant  proprietary.  He  believed  he  had 
proposed  that  for  10  years  £1,000,000 
a-year  should  be  applied  to  the  parpose. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  they  would  see 
whether  the  plan  succeeded.  £  10,000,000 
would  not  have  been  much  to  have  spent, 
even  if  the  plan  was  a  failure,  wberean, 
if  the  experiment  had  turned  out  a  good 
one,  the  gain  would  liave  been  very 
great.  But  tEie  House  of  Commons  in 
its  wisdom  would  not  listen  to  that  sys- 
tem. What  was  now  going  on  in  Ire- 
land made  a  peasant  proprietary  impos 
Bible.  'J'hey  might  wish  for  it ;  but  the 
jight  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter oould  not  expect,  not  only  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  landlords  in  Ireland — who 
had  been  forgotten  and  forsaken,  and, 
lie  might  say,  trampled  upon  by  the  Go- 
vernment— but  in  the  interest  of  the 
mortgagees,  and  those  who  had  em- 
barked their  money  in  land  securities, 
that  9  or  10  years'  purchase  would 
be  accepted.  All  the  landowners  wanted 
was  to  have  a  fair  and  proper  mode  of 
sale.  He  did  not  aay  tney  wanted  to 
foroe  sales,  for  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  right  to  do  that ;  but  he  did  think 
the  majority  of  them  would  he  glad  to 
Bell  and  get  out  of  the  country  as  fast 
as  th^  oould.  Whether  that  would  be 
good  tor  the  country  he  did  not  know — 
and  he  would  not  tell  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  whether  he  was 
leaving  or  not — but  he  would  tell  the 
Prime  Minister  this,  that  if  he  really 
wished  to  carry  out  the  Purchase  Clauses 
of  the  Act — if  he  really  wished  to  bene- 
fit the  people  of  Ireland  by  these  clauses, 
if  he  really  wished  to  ai-t  in  a  fair  and 
legitimate  manner  to  those  who  were 
interested  in  this  subject,  he  should  look 
into  the  matter.  If  he  would  look  into 
it,  he  would  see  that  the  Fuiohase  De- 
partment of  the  Land  Commission  was 
not  carried  on  properly  by  those  geu- 
tlemea  who  were  associated  with  it.  He 
assured  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tiiat, 


personally,  be  had  not  a  single  word  to 
say  agaln«t  the  gentlemen  who  had  to 
do  with  the  Purchase  Department  of  the 
Land  Commission.  He  did  not  know 
thf-m — he  had  ouly  seen  one  of  them, 
Mr.  O'Brien,  once.  He  had,  however, 
watched  the  matter  very  carefully,  and 
had  thought  over  it,  and  he  was  per* 
fectly  certain  that  the  idea  of  these  gen- 
tlemen was  that  it  was  their  business  to 
induce  the  tenants  to  give  as  little  as 

{lossible  for  the  land,  to  grind  down  the 
andlords  in  such  a  way  that  they  wonld 
accept,  under  duress,  the  smallest  sum 
of  money  to  turn  out.  In  support  o£ 
his  statement,  he  would  mention  one 
case — that  of  a  gentleman  who  he  knew 
could  be  trusted,  and  who  was  an  hon- 
ourable man.  He  had  known  him  for 
many  years;  but  he  had  not  been  in 
communication  with  him  upon  this  mat- 
ter, and  he  had  the  facts  from  that  gen- 
tleman's solicitors.  Mr.  Arthur  Costello, 
a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  Mayo,  held  some  property  in  a  wild 
district  where  the  Land  League  had  con- 
siderable authority,  and  during  two  or 
three  years  he  bad  received  no  rent. 
Driven  into  a  corner,  his  mortgagees 
pressing  him  hard,  he  asked  the  tenants 
if  they  would  purchase  their  holdings, 
and  after  some  negotiation  they  said 
they  would  give  him  16  years'  purchase. 
Would  any  hon.  Member  say  that  16 
years'  purchase  was  a  fair  sum  to  give 
for  land  which  was  not  over-rented  ?— 
and  no  one  accused  Mr.  Costello  of  hav- 
ing over-rented.  The  tenants  were  pre- 
pared to  (five  that,  and  they  applied  to 
the  Land  Commission  for  the  two-thurds 
of  the  money  required  which  they  were 
entitled  to  have  under  the  Land  Act, 
they  being  prepared  to  provide  the  other 
one-third.  In  the  cases  where  they 
were  not  prepared  to  put  down  the 
money  themselves,  the  local  bank  was 
ready  to  provide  it.  Oould  there  be  a 
better  proof  that  the  security  was  good 
enough  for  the  Government  to  advance 
two-thirds,  when  the  local  bank — which 
was  only  a  branch  of  a  larger  bank — was 
prepared  to  advance  the  remaioiug  one- 
third  ?  The  Land  Commission  sent  down 
Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  Land  Commission  told  the 
landlord  that  they  did  not  consider  the 
land  worth  16  years'  purchase,  but  only 
12  years'  purchase.  Were  Irish  land- 
lords to  be  beaten  down  in  that  way  to 
12  years'  purchase?    Did  the  noble 
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Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Hartiugton) 
Buppose  that  his  property,  or  the  pro- 
perty of  his  father,  would  be  sold  at  12 
years'  purchase  ?  K  he  carried  this 
matter  to  a  Divi^iion,  no  doubt  the  noble 
Marquess  would  vote  against  him  ;  but 
he  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire's  property  would  be  snlii 
on  tbo'ie  terms  ?  In  Heaven's  name, 
were  Irish  landlords  to  he  OTuehed  down 
in  that  way  ?  If  the  Government  were 
going  to  carry  out  their  Laud  Purchase 
scheme,  they  must  put  fair  and  honest 
men  on  the  Land  C'lmmis-ion.  Having 
mentioned  Mr.  Murruugh  O'Brieu's 
name,  he  should  move  to  move  to  reduce 
this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £750,  the  amount 
of  that  gentleman's  salary.    Hevas  not 

Sing  to  impute  anything  dishonest  to 
r.  CBrien,  for  he  believed  him  to  be 
as  honest  a  man  as  ocmld  possibly  be ; 
but  he  was  a  man  of  the  strongest  pos- 
sible political  opinions,  and  believed  that 
landlords  ought  to  be  brought  to  their 
knees  and  driven  out  of  Ireland.  He 
was,  therefore,  not  the  proper  person  to 
hold  the  position  h**  was  now  in. 

Mr.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  Mr.  Mur- 
rough  O'Brien  was  a  gentleman  whom 
he  did  not  know  by  sight.  With  regard 
to  the  valuations  of  land  in  1874-5-6, 
he  must  say  that  during  those  years 
the  price  of  land  reached  a  very  high 
point  in  Ireland.  Mr.  O'Brien  valued 
the  Ohurch  land ;  but  he  did  not  calcu- 
late the  tenants'  rights,  although  he  did 
estimate  the  tenants'  improvements. 
Since  he  did  that,  the  Church  Lands  Act 
had  been  passed,  and  that  provided  that 
tenants'  improvements  should  be  ex- 
dnded,  so  that  his  valuations  in  1 874-5-6, 
of  24  and  26  years'  purchase,  included 
not  only  the  fee  simple  of  the  land,  hut 
Uie  entire  improvements.  He  regretted 
deeply  that  tenants  should  have  bad  to 
pay  such  enormous  prices  for  land.  In 
his  own  county  they  had  had  to  pay  28 
and  even  30  years'  purchase,  and  they 
were  stilt  suffering  extreme  poverty. 
But  in  connection  with  the  remarks  upon 
Mr.  O'Brien,  they  must  take  into  consi- 
deration the  entirely  altered  circum- 
stances between  1874  and  1883,  when  he 
valued  under  the  Land  Act.  "With  re- 
ference to  Mr.  M'Bevitt,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Hea1y)  had 
stated  that  one  reason  why  that  eentte- 
man  was  maintained  on  the  Land  Com- 
mission was  owing  to  speeches  he  had 
made  in  oonnection  with  the  contest  in 


Tyrone ;  but  he  was  not  aware  that  that 

gentleman  had  made  any  speech  in  con- 
nection with  that  contest.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Wyllie,  he  believed  the  Land  Com- 
mission could  not  have  an  abler  la  wyerora 
more  upright  man  than  Mr  .Wyllie  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  the  Commis- 
sion ;  and  he  regretted  that  some  other 
men  were  to  be  removed  from  the  Com- 
mission. He  had  inquired  as  to  their 
removal,  and  the  explanation  was  that 
they  were  of  recent  appointment,  but 
were  to  be  displaced.  There  were  85 
in  all ;  but  55  must  go,  and  he  deeplj 
regretted  that  men  like  these,  and  Mr. 
Maguire  and  others,  had  been  removed. 
With  respect  to  the  Appeal  Court,  he 
had  looked  carefully  into  their  decisiona, 
and  he  would  undertake  to  pay  that  the 
variations  in  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Com- 
missioners, and  confirmed  by  the  Appeal 
Court,  would  not  amount  to  £1,000  all 
round-  The  hi>u.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Dublin  County  (Colonel  King- Herman) 
had  referred  to  the  Purchase  Clauses  for 
small  improvements.  No  one  regretted 
more  than  be  did  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  allowed  the  Purchase  Clauses 
Bill  to  fall  through.  That  was  a  great 
loss  to  Ireland ;  and  he  thought  that,  no 
matter  what  might  have  been  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  tjession,  the  Oovemment 
ought  to  have  passed,  at  least,  some  of 
the  clauses  of  that  Bill.  That  would 
have  given  great  relief  to  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Ireland,  and  he  only  hoped 
that  one  of  the  first  things  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  do  next  Sesuon  would  be  to 
reintroduce  that  Bill. 

CoLONXL  KINO-HABMAN  said,  he 
believed  that  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  were  in  favour  of  promoting  the 
efficacy  of  the  scheme  for  purchasing 
land  in  Ireland  ;  but  he  considered  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  inefficacious.  He  did 
not  wish  to  cast  any  reflection  on  Mr. 
Murrough  O'Brien;  and  what  he  wanted 
to  imply  by  his  Motion  was  that  the 
Purchase  Clauses  ought  to  be  most  care- 
fully considered  during  the  Recess,  so 
that  a  really  useful  measure  might 
be  brought  in,  and  not  a  Party  mea- 
sure. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £S2,6S0  (in- 
clading  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £2d,340),  be 
granted  to  Her  Majeety,  to  complete  the  cam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  vtuoh  will  come 
in  ooorae  of  payment  doling  the  year  ending  on 
fhs  Slst  day  of  Uarch  18M,  for  tiw  Salaries  and 
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Expfliuea  of  tlie  Office  of  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
musioD." — {ColoHtl  King'Sarmmt.) 

MB.KENNY8aid,  he  thought  the  hon. 

lonef  Colthurst)  had  done  well  in  point- 
ing out  that  the  average  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
vflluationB  for  the  Church  Gommission 
was  22i  years'  purchase.  Those  might 
be  taken  as  representing  the  landlords' 
interest ;  but  since  then  there  had  been 
agricultural  depression,  and  that  had 
broi^ht  down  the  value  of  land  oonsi- 
derably,  and  also  the  landlords'  interest 
in  the  land.  He,  for  one,  entirely  dis- 
agreed with  the  Motion  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  Mr.  O'Brien's  salary,  believing 
that  when  that  gentleman  fixed  the 
landlords'  interest  in  the  land  in  Ireland 
at  only  10  or  12  years,  or,  at  the  outside, 
14  years'  pnrohase,  he  fixed  a  fair  level. 
He  wished  now  to  call  attention  to  the 

5 resent  position  of  the  OommissioneTs. 
'he  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  £ing-Har- 
mao)  had  said  the  original  appointments 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners  were  not  to  be 
found  fault  with ;  but  that  subsequent 
appointments  were  extremely  bad.  It 
was  a  remarkable  thing  that  a  Gentle- 
man sitting  on  the  landlords'  Benches 
should  not  have  made  himself  acquainted 
with  the  practice  in  regard  to  these  ap- 
pointments ;  and  it  eo  happened  that  the 
reductions  made  by  the  original  Sub- 
Commissioners  were  considerably  greater 
than  those  made  by  the  Bubsequeot  Sub- 
Commissioners.  He  was,  therefore, 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  subsequent 
Bab-Commiseiouers  were  not  so  satisfac- 
tory as  the  original  Sub-Commissioners. 
It  had  been  stated  that  the  Sub-Com- 
misuoners  who  were  not  to  remain,  had 
been  discontinued  because  thnr  ap- 
pointment was  of  more  recent  date ;  but 
vhoerer  had  informed  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  he  could  not  agree 
that  these  Snb-Oommissioners  were  dis- 
continued simply  because  their  appoiot- 
ments  were  of  more  recent  date  than  the 
appointments  of  those  who  were  to  be 
continued.  He  had  a  list  of  the  dates  of 
the  appointments  of  those  who  were  to 
be  continued,  and  also  of  those  who  were 
to  be  discontinued ;  and  he  found  that 
one  of  the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Davidson, 
who  was  diflooutioued,  was  appointed  in 
November,  1h81,  and  the  fact  that  he 
was  one  of  the  first  who  received  an  ap- 
pointment, showed  that  the  date  of  his 
Appointment  hod  noUung  whatever  to 


do  with  his  discontinuance.  He  was 
well  known  to  be  a  fair  man  and  a  friend 
of  the  teuauts,  and  that,  perhaps,  had 
more  to  do  with  his  dismissal  than  the 
mere  date  of  his  appointment.  Then 
he  found  that  of  six  Sub-Commissioners 
who  were  appointed  in  December,  1881, 
four  had  been  retained,  Mr.  Wyllie 
being  one  of  the  number  appointed  at 
that  time.  He  would  like  to  know  why 
that  gentleman  had  been  discontinued? 
Again,  while  the  Legal  Commissioners 
appointed  since  then  had  been  con- 
tinued, none  of  the  Legal  Commis- 
sioners appointed  in  April,  1682,  were 
now  on  uie  Commission.  Of  the  non- 
Legal  Commissioners  appointed  in  1881, 
three  had  been  dismissed,  and  six  con- 
tinued ;  and  it  was  a  singular  thing  that 
all  those  gentlemen  who  were  appointed 
in  1881,  and  had  been  now  continued, 
were  all  gentlranen  who  notoriously 
sympathized  with  the  landlords. 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  rose  to 
Order,  and  asked  whether  it  was  right 
for  an  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  f£at 
Judges  appointed  by  the  Government— 
although  tney  were  not  sworn  Judges- 
were  notoriously  in  favour  of  the  land- 
lords, and  sympathized  with  any  one 
class  ? 

The  CHAIHMAN :  The  observation 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  reach  my 
ear.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  in  any 
way  disrespectfully  of  the  Judges,  that 
would  be  very  improper. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
would  quote  the  words  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. Hesaid  "  the  Judges  who  werere- 
appointed  to  the  Land  Gommission  were 
notoriously  sympathizers  with  the  land- 
lords," implying  that  they  were  corrupt. 

Mk.  KENNY  challenged  the  accuracy 
of  the  hon.  and  gallantGentleman's  state- 
ment. He  had  not  implied  that  these 
gentlemen  who  had  been  reappointed 
were  corrupt. 

Colonel  KING-HAHMAN  said,  he 
was  speaking  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
not  been  reippoioted. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  had  entirely  mistaken 
him,  because  his  contention  was  not 
that  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  re- 
appointed were  gentlemen  who  acted 
unfairly,  but  simply  that  they  were 
sympathizers  with  the  landlords.  He 
was  endeavouring  to  show  the  Committee 
that  a  number  of  gentlemen  had  been 
continued  on  the  Commission  aa  Sub- 
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ComnussioDers  not  because,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone 
(Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  of  the  date  of  their 
original  appointment,  but  simply  be- 
cause their  reappointment  or  non-reap- 
pointment  had  £allen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Chief  Commissioners,  they  beings 
gentlemen  who  Bjmpathized  with  the 
landlords,  and  who  recommended  gen- 
tlemen for  appointment  who  were  <d 
their  own  way  of  thinking. 

OoLONELElNG-HAItMAN  again  rose 
to  Order,  and  said  the  boa.  Gentleman 
was  repeating  what  he  had  previously 
stated,  and  asked  whether  the  hon. 
Member  was  in  Order? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  think  it  will 
be  better  for  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman to  reply  to  these  observations, 
and  explain  his  views,  when  the  hon. 
Member  forEnois  has  concluded 

Mb.  KEKNT,  reaumiog,  asked  for 
the  protection  of  the  Chairman  against 
the  interruptions  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  had  grown  suddenly  veiy  fas- 
tidious as  to  the  use  of  Parliamentary 
language,  and  a  few  minutes  after  ac- 
cusing Gentlemen  of  being  "murderers," 
it  was  strange  that  he  should  carp  at  his 
Inng^^lfe.  With  r^ard  to  the  Land 
Oommissioners,  the  Lay  CommiBsioners 
were  not  entitled  to  associate  with  the 
Legal  Oommissioners  in  the  decision  of 
legal  points ;  but  he  thought  tiliat  if  the 
law  was  fairly  interpreted,  they  were 
entitled  to  associate  with  the  Legal 
Commissioners  in  the  decisions  of  such 
points.  Under  the  Laud  Act,  he  be- 
lieved, it  might  fairly  be  assumed  that 
the  Lay  Commissioners,  instead  of  being 
virtually  merely  valuers,  as  they  now 
were,  and  entitled  only  to  consult  with 
the  Legal  Commissioners  on  queatioas 
purely  as  to  the  value  of  land,  were  as 
much  entitled  to  cmsult  witli  them  on 
other  points  which  arose  as  the  Legal 
Commissioners  to  consult  with  the  Chief 
CommtBsioner,  Mr.  Justice  0'  Hagan. 
The  present  composition  of  the  Land 
Court  and  the  Bub-Cummissioners*  Courts 
was  very  diflferent  now  from  what  it  was 
at  first,  the  plan  of  attaching  mere 
valuers  to  each  Court  having  been  found 
to  work  badly,  and  having,  therefore,  to 
be  discontinued.  But  he  feared  that, 
under  the  pra<)ent  arrangements,  the 
non-Legal  Uomniissioners  were  little 
better  than  the  offidal  Valuers  originally 
appointed  in  1882,  and  he  tiioi^t  that 

Mr.  Xrnng 


if  they  were  deprived  of  the  right  to 
consult  with  the  Legal  Commissioners, 
the  same  state  of  things  would  come 
about,  and  the  same  state  of  dissatisfac- 
tion which  arose  before  would  recur,  and, 
in  like  manner,  the  non-Legal  Commis- 
sioners would  have  to  be  discontinued. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
County  { Culon«  Oolthurst)  had  called  at- 
tention to  the  manner  in  which  ord  w  for 
the  erection  of  iabourers'  cottages,  rrade 
out  by  the  Sub-Commissioners,  had  beea 
disregarded.  An  Order  had  been  made 
for  a  Betum  showin|f  the  number  of 
such  orders,  and  he  wished  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
would  be  able  to  include  anything  like 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  orders  that 
had  been  complied  with  ?  If  all  the 
orders  of  the  Sub- Commissioners  for  the 
erection  of  labourers'  cottages  had  bean 
complied  with,  the  necessity  for  a  sham 
Labourers'  Act  would  have  been  ob- 
viated. The  number  of  orders  that  had 
been  made  by  the  Sub-Commissioaers 
was  also,  he  thought,  below  the  nunber 
that  ought  to  have  been  made ;  and  that 
was  BO  apparent  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioners that,  he  believed,  twice,  if  not 
three  times,  new  orders  had  been  issued 
for  the  direction  of  the  Sub'CommiB- 
sioners  who  had  drawn  attention  to  the 
matter.  He  hoped  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  Chief  Oommissiraiers  uptm, 
this  matter  would  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
But  there  was  another  point  in  relation 
to  this  Vote  to  which  he  would,  in  a  few 
words,  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
toe,  and  that  was  with  regard  to  the 
effects  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  in 
respect  to  the  leaseholders.  This  was  a 
question  of  particular  importance ;  and 
although  he  did  not  propose  to  discuss 
it  at  length,  he  oouM  not  but  ezprnss 
his  great  regret  that  when  the  Land  Bill 
of  18H1  was  introduced  in  two  Buocessive 
Sessions  in  that  House  it  had  been  re- 
jet-ted  by  enormous  majorities,  and  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  although 
some  of  their  Irish  Legal  Advisers  had 
a  contrary  opinion,  should  have  gone  in 
the  face  of  the  almost  unanimous  devre 
of  the  Jrish  Members,  and  concurred  in 
the  rejection  of  that  salutary  proposal  to 
amend  the  law.  He  sinoerely  trurted 
that  when  the  question  of  the  admissiia 
of  the  labourers  to  the  beneGts  of  the 
Land  Act  was  again  brought  forward  in 
that  House,  another  and  a  better  state 
of  feeling  would  have  arisen,  and  that 

Digilized  by  Google 


1297         Sufiplg~Civ*l         fJuLT  81 


,  1884}         RvrvtM  S»UMete$.  129S 


those  who  might  be  in  pover  at  the  time 
would  aee  their  way  to  the  acceptaace  of 
•the  reoommendations  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  tlie  Irish  Land  Act.  There 
was  another  point  to  which  he  would 
also  call  attention,  and  that  was  to  the 
enormous  increase  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  number  of  appeals  from  the  8ub- 
CommisBioners'  decisions.  The  appeals 
in  the  Chief  Commiesioners'  Court  num- 
bered altogether  something  like  17,000, 
and  the  number  remaining  was  about 
11,000.  At  this  rate  of  progress,  it  was 
quite  evident  that  the  number  of  ap- 
peals to  the  Chief  Commissioners,  unless 
some  additional  machinery  were  brought 
into  plaj,  would  not  be  disposed  of  for 
a  great  many  years  to  come,  and  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  statutory  term  under 
the  Land  Act  would  almost  have  expired 
before  that  result  could  be  acbicTed. 
The  hon.  ACember  lor  Honaghan  (Mr. 
Healy)  had  called  attention  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  deoiaiona  were  given. 
He  had  stated  that  in  about  19  out  of 
every  20  appeals  the  rent  had  been 
raised.  He  might  say,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  his  hou.  Friend,  that  this  esti- 
mate was  accurate  to  this  extent — that 
in  19  out  of  20  appeals  which  had 
originated  with  the  landlords  the  rents 
had  been  raised.  If,  in  connection  with 
this  point,  the  number  of  appeals  by  the 
tenants  were  taken  into  oo osid oration , 
he  was  disposed  to  think  that  the  esti- 
mate of  his  hon.  Friend  was  by  no  means 
inaccurate.  Hehadnoticedthat,  in  a  great 
many  instances,  the  amount  to  which  the 
rents  fixed  by  the  Sub-Commissioners 
had  been  raised  had  been  extremely 
ridiculous.  He  knew  instances  in  which 
aomething  like  an  inurease  of  5<.  on  a 
rental  of  £20  had  been  made.  In  looking 
orer  the  opinions  that  had  been  from  time 
to  time  expressed  before  the  decision  of 
the  House  of  Lords  by  some  of  the  Chief 
Commissioners,  he  found  that  it  had 
been  laid  down  by  them  that  changes 
should  not  be  made  on  the  granting  of 
leases  by  Sub-Commissioners,  unless  the 
Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  rent 
fixed  by  the  Sub-Commissioners  was 
substantially  wrong.  But,  instead  of 
this  principle  having  been  adhered  to, 
they  round  that  the  Chief  Commissioners 
had  gone  down  iuto  the  country  and  made 
changes  in  the  rent  that  were  of  so 
trifling  a  character  as  to  be  merely 
Tezatioas.  Whatobject,  he  asked,  could 
the  Chief  Gommiastoners  have  in  making 


these  trivial  alterations  ?  It  was  always 
an  invidious  thing  to  attribute  motives; 
but  one  thing  was  quite  certain,  and 
that  was  that,  whatever  the  motive  of  the 
Chief  Commissioners  might  have  been, 
the  e£Fact  of  these  alterations  on  their 
part  had  been  to  stimulate  the  number 
of  appeals,  and  to  encourage  the  land- 
lords throughout  the  country  to  rush  into 
the  Appeal  Court,  in  the  hope  that  their 
rents  would  be,  at  least,  slightly  raised, 
they  being  well  aware  that  the  tenants, 
in  a  great  number  of  instances,  were  too 
poor  to  be  able  to  appear  with  advantage 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal.  There  was  an- 
other point,  and  it  was  one  of  the  few 
that  had  been  advanced  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Qentleman  the  Member  for  the 
County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man)  in  which  he  agreed,  and  that  was 
that,  in  a  large  number  of  instances, 
the  greater  the  rack-renter,  the  better 
oflf  was  the  landlord  likely  to  be  when 
he  cune  into  Court.  He  had  known  in- 
stances in  which  the  rent  charged  had 
been  six  times  the  valuation  put  upon 
the  holding,  and  in  whirh  it  had  been 
reduced  to  three  times  the  valuation, 
and  he  ventured  to  think  that  if,  in  the 
first  instance,  it  had  only  been  three 
times  the  valuation,  it  would  have  been 
reduced  to  the  actual  valuation,  or  to 
something  very  near  it.  This  was  the 
state  of  things  which  practically  pre- 
vailed all  over  the  country,  and  it  was 
notoriously  true  in  the  case  of  those  who 
had  only  in  very  recent  times  become 
the  owners  of  land  which  had  been 
chiefly  purchased  through  the  medium 
of  the  Landed  Estates  Courts,  and  who 
had  raised  the  rents  so  as  to  give  them- 
selves a  dividend  of  5  or  10  per  cent  oa 
the  outlay  they  had  made,  purely  from 
selfish  motives,  and  who  ought  to  have 
those  rents  reduced  propnrtionably  to 
the  merits  of  the  case.  There  were  a 
few  points  in  the  Vote  which  were  more 
in  the  shape  of  mere  matters  of  figures, 
to  which  he  desired  briefly  to  dir«ct  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury. He  found  on  Page  289,  which 
gave  the  details  of  the  summary  of  the 
V  ute,  that  there  was  one  accountant  who 
had  a  salary  of  £610  per  annum.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  the  minimum 
figure  was  £600,  and  that  the  annual 
iocrement  of  the  income  was  £25  \  con- 
sequently, he  was  unable  to  see  how  it 
was  possible  that  the  salary  could  be 
£610,  unless  the  person  in  receipt  of  it 
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liad  oommenoed  at  that  figure?  There 
was  also  a  numher  of  other  inaconradeB 
noticeable  throughout  the  details  of  the 
Estimate.  For  instance,  there  was  a 
sum  of  £333  pat  down  as  the  salary  of 
an  agency  clerk.  Now,  in  that  case,  the 
miuimuQi  salaiy  was  £300,  and  the  an- 
nual increment  £15.  That  being  so,  be 
failed  to  see  how  it  was  possible  for  the 
figure  of  £333  to  be  reached.  Then 
there  was  an  item  under  the  head  of 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  Church  Pro- 
perty, and  his  salary  was  stated  at  £255. 
The  minimum,  according  to  the  Table 
given,  was  £350.  There  were  other  and 
similar  instances  running  throuf^h  the 
page,  and  he  hoped  the  hou.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  be 
able  to  state  how  it  was  that  these  inac- 
curacies occurred  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  could  at 
once  explain  the  apparent  discrepancies 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
accountant  referred  to  was  appointed  on 
some  date  such  as  the  Ist  of  January, 
and  his  salary  would  be  £600  fur  the 
year  ending  ou  the  Ist  of  January  fol- 
lowing. The  Estimate,  however,  gave 
the  salary  for  the  official  year  from 
the  let  of  April  to  the  let  of  April  fol- 
lowing, and  the  salary  of  the  officer  from 
the  let  of  April  to  the  1st  of  January — 
or  whatever  the  date  might  be — would 
be  at  the  rate  of  £600  per  annum,  and 
would  then  begin  to  run  at  the  rate  of 
£625  per  annum,  so  that  the  sum  payable 
from  April  to  April  would  be  £610,  as 
stated  in  the  Estimates.  The  other  diffe- 
rences referred  to  were  to  be  accounted 
for  in  the  same  way. 

Ma.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
did  not  wish  to  detain  the  Committee 
more  than  a  few  minutes  longer.  There 
was,  however,  one  point  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  Land  Commission  in 
his  own  constitency  which  he  desired  to 
mention.  He  referred  to  the  action  of 
Ur.  Thomas  Walpole,  one  of  the  As- 
sistant Commissioners.  In  the  district 
in  which  that  individual  was  best  known 
the  idea  of  retfuning  him  upon  the  Oom- 
miasion  was  regarded  with  anything  but 
favour.  He  was  a  man  who,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  of  that  district,  was 
utterly  unfit  for  the  post  he  held.  His 
relations  to  his  own  tenants  had  been 
of  the  most  unsatisfactory  description. 
He  was  a  man  who,  some  five  or  six 
years  ago,  had  foisted  on  one  of  those 
^tenants,  aman  named  Higgins— an  igno- 


rant  man  —  an  agreement  for  a  lease, 
which,  however,  had  never  been  exe- 
cuted, the  terms  of  that  agreement  being 
of  an  exceptionally  hard  and  a^resuTs 
character.  The  yearly  rent  was  £15, 
and  the  value  of  the  holding  was  onlj 
£8  per  annum.  The  first  clause  of  the 
agreement  was  against  burning  any> 
thing  but  bog,  and  the  penalty  was 
£25  per  acre.  The  next  was  against 
disposing  of  turf,  and  the  next  against 
cutting  timber,  the  penalty  being  £1 
per  acre.  In  consideration  of  liberty  to 
reclaim  the  bog,  which  was  very  much 
to  the  benefit  of  the  landlord,  the  tenant 
was  required  to  forfeit  all  right  to  com- 
pensation under  the  Land  Act  of  1870, 
or  any  other  Act  which  might  be  passed. 
The  other  clauses  of  the  lease  were  also 
particularly  hard ;  but  that  which  was 
to  exclude  the  tenant  from  the  benefit  of 
the  Act  of  1870,  which  had  been  passed, 
and  any  other  Act  which  might  ba 
passed  for  the  relief  of  the  tenant, 
showed  the  kind  of  man  the  landlord 
was.  The  tenant  refused  to  execute  the 
lease  or  any  other  with  such  covenants. 
But  Mr.  Walpole  handed  the  man  a 
draft  agreement,  and  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand that  those  were  the  terms  on 
which  he  was  to  hold,  and  no  other.  A 
short  time  afterwards,  the  land  of  the 
tenant  being  practically  at  the  mercy  of 
the  landlord,  he  added  some  acre  and 
a-half  to  the  holding,  and  at  once  raised 
the  total  valuation  to  £10,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  raised  the  rent  by  £4, 
making  the  total  £19.  When  the  tenant 
applied  to  the  Assistant  Land  Commis- 
sioners, he  was  met  by  the  alleged 
agreement,  and  although  he  repudiated 
it  and  had  never  signed  it,  and  although 
the  draft  agreement  was  never  dated, 
the  case  was  decided  against  him  on  the 
assertion  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
landlord.  The  tenant  took  the  case  to 
the  Land  Commissioners  themselves, 
and  they  in  turn  refused  him  any  relief. 
This  was  only  one  illustration  of  the 
treatment  Mr.  Walpole's  tenants  had 
received  at  his  hands,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  tenants  generally  through- 
out Ireland  should  regard  him  as  a  man 
from  whom  they  were  not  likely  to  meet 
with  even-handed  justice.  8omuch*ith 
regard  to  Mr.  Assistant  Commissioner 
Walpole.  The  next  matter  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  one  with  x^;ard  to  which 
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he  thought  he  should  be  able,  at  least, 
to  excite  the  surprise  of  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman.  In  order  not  to  make  the 
Btory  too  long,  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  the  reading  of  a  short  statement 
Trhich  he  had  received  from  the  tenant 
vhose  interests  were  affected.  The  ten- 
ant was  a  Mr.  George  Hetherington, 
and  he  said — 

**  I  served  an  originating  notice  in  time  for 
the  first  sitting  of  the  Land  Court  under  the 
Act  of  1881,  and  my  case  was  listed  for  hear- 
ing at  Maryhorongh  in  July,  188'J,  vhen  the 
Court  dismissed  the  case  owing  to  Mrs.  Dis  " — 
who  was  the  laadlord— "  being  a  middle  land- 
lord, and  having  only  a  profit  rent  of  about  £7 
per  year." 

Some  years  ago,  there  was  a  very  cele- 
brated series  of  letters  written  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  now  a  County  Cuurt 
Judge  in  Ireland,  and  who  acted  as 
Special  Oommissioner  for  Th$  Tmes,  in 
regard  to  the  Land  Question  in  Ireland. 
That  gentleman  devoted  a  oonsiderable 
portion  of  those  letters  to  the  task  of 
showing  that  the  great  curse  of  Ireland 
at  that  time  was  the  middleman  land- 
lord. What  he  then  said  about  the 
nuddleman  landlord  was  perfectly  true. 
Well,  Hrs.  Biz  was  in  the  position  of  a 
middleman  landlord,  and  she  drew  only 
£7  profit  out  of  the  partioular  holding 
referred  to.  Mr.  Hetherington  went  on 
to  say  that — 

*•  The  Sub-Commissioners  refused  to  come  out 
and  inspect  my  farm,  although  I  am  paying  a 
rent  of  £166  per  year  for  63  Irish  acres,  the 
Poor  Law  valuation  of  which  is  £80  per  annum, 
£20  of  this  being  for  buildings,  leaving  the  Go- 
Temment  valuation  of  the  land  only  £60.  My 
valuator,  Mr.  William  Orange,  aucUoneer  and 
land  valuator  of  Portarlington,  valued  the  farm 
at  £81  odd,  to  which  v^uation  he  swore  at 
Uarybozoogh.  I  lo<^;ed  an  appeal  againat  the 
dednon  of  the  Snb^Commianoners,  which  was 
heud  before  the  Head  Commissionen  in  Dublin 
on  the  Idth  of  June  lost,  after  two  years*  wait* 
ing,  and  then  they  decided  it  in  the  same  way 
as  the  Sub-CommissioQers  in  Maryborough  in 
July,  1882.  The  Sub  and  Head  Commis- 
sioners  all  admitted  that  my  rent  was  too 
high ;  but,  owing  to  the  small  profit,  they  said 
they  could  not  think  of  reducing  the  rent.  I 
was  under  the  impression  the  Act  was  passed 
to  give  redress  to  tenants  who  paid  exorbitant 
rents,  irrespective  of  how  their  landlords  held 
their  holdings  or  what  head  rent  they  paid ; 
and  if  such  is  not  the  case,  I  htme  yoa  will 
bring  this  d^eot  in  the  Act  under  the  no- 
tice of  the  LMnsIatnre  with  the  view  of  having 
it  redressed.  Here  am  I,  an  unfortunate  tenant 
paj-iag  a  rent  of  nearly  lOO  per  cent,  over  the 
Government  valuation,  and  what  my  own  prac- 
tical valutor  swore  it  was  worth,  and  because 
my  landlady  holds  as  a  middle  one,  I  must  ooo- 
tinoe  to  be  nok-mted  without  redrew." 


This  was  the  statement  of  Mr.  George 
Hetherington ;  but  he  had  had  confirma- 
tion of  the  story  from  quarters  alto- 
gether independent  of  the  tenant.  He 
thought  the  Committee  would  agree 
with  him  that  anything  more  monstrous 
than  what  had  happened  in  this  case 
could  hardly  be  imagined.  Here  was  a 
Tribunal  that  bad  been  established  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing,  when  necessarj, 
what  was  a  fair  rent.  The  Sub-Com- 
missioners admitted  that  the  rent  de- 
manded was  not  a  fair  rent ;  but  they 
found  that  if  they  reduced  it  the  middle- 
man would  hold  the  land  at  a  loss,  and, 
therefore,  they  who  were  appointed  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  tenant,  re- 
fused to  make  any  reduction,  but  left 
the  tenant  to  pay  a  rental  which  they 
themselves  acknowledged  to  be  exorbi- 
tantly high.  This  finding  of  the  Assis- 
tant Commissioners  was  upheld  by  the 
Chief  Commisaioners  of  the  LanlQ  Court. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  should  be 
disposed  to  support  a  Motion  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote;  but,  of  course,  he 
could  not  think  of  giving  his  support  to 
that  which  had  been  moved  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  the  County  of 
Dublin  (Colonel  King-Harman)  in  his 
interesting  and  singularly  sober  state- 
ment, which  was  calculated  to  attract  the 
attention  of  all  who  beard  it,  and  which 
had  led  him  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  to  look 
into  the  record  of  the  Land  Commission, 
which  he  held  in  hand,  to  see  how  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  himself 
fared  at  the  hands  of  the  Ijand  Tribunal 
against  his  own  tenants  in  support  of 
appeals ;  but  as  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  no  longer  in  his  place,  he 
would  not  further  refer  to  that  matter. 
He  must  say,  however,  that  he  could 
not  understand  the  ground  on  which  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  moved 
to  reduce  the  Vote,  exoept  it  was  that 
he  objected  to  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien, 
because  he  had  not  thought  the  land 
was  worth  as  many  years'  purchase  aa 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had 
estimated  it  to  be  worth.  He  [Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  trusted  that  some  Official  oa 
the  Treasury  Bench  would  give  the  Com* 
mittee  an  undertaking  that  the  state- 
ment he  had  read,  as  having  been 
written  by  Mr.  George  Hetherington, 
of  Ballintougher  House,  Monaaterevan, 
would  reoeire  some  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  Her  Uajest/s  Govern- 
ment. 
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Ma.  TEEVELTAN  Bald,  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  would  put 
bis  request  in  reference  to  the  Land 
Oommission  in  the  form  of  a  QuoBtion,  it 
would  be  much  better,  because,  when 
applioatiouB  for  opinions  on  particular 
oases  had  to  be  taken  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary Beports  taken  in  that  House, 
the  result  was  not  always  so  satisfactory 
as  hon.  Members  might  wish.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  the  hon.  Member 
had  made  in  reference  to  Mr.  Walpole. 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  been  informed 
that  the  rent  at  which  the  tenant  alluded 
to  sat  was  usually  £5  leas  than  the  rent 
Mr.  'Watpole  paid  the  head  landlord. 

Me.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR:  What 
has  that  to  do  with  it  7 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  it  had  this 
to  do  with  it,  that  when  Mr.  Walpole 
proposed  an  agreement  to  a  tenant  hold- 
ing under 'him,  giTing  him  a  farm  at  a 
.rental  of  £5  less  than  he  himself  was 
paying  to  the  head  landlord,  it  was  not 
unnatural  that  he  should  ask  for  and 
expect  some  concession  on  the  part  of 
the  tenant.  This,  therefore,  was  a 
matter  that  had  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  the  Committee  were 
aaked  to  criticize  the  terms  of  an  agree- 
ment Mr.  Walpole  had  made  with  one 
of  his  tenants.  When  the  agreement  in 
qnestion  was  referred  to  the  Sub- Com- 
mission, the  Sub- Commissioners  decided 
that  it  should  stand,  and  after  that  it 
was  confirmed  by  the  Court.  The  ob- 
servations he  should  have  made  in  an- 
swer to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  Uie  Member  for  the 
County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man)  he  did  not  now  think  there  was 
any  occasion  for  him  to  make ;  but  he 
believed  he  should  have  been  able,  had 
it  been  necessary,  to  have  put  a  very 
different  face  on  the  case  from  that 
which  had  been  put  upon  it  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.  He  was  bound, 
however,  to  say,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Mur- 
rough  O'Brien,  that  he  had  found  in  the 
case  referred  to  that  where  that  gentle- 
man had  sanctioned  the  sale  to  the 
tenant,  the  purchase  was  at  Uie  rate  of 
20  years'  purchase.  The  real  difficulty 
in  those  cases  was  that  the  tenant  was 
unwilling  to  give  the  '20  years'  purchase 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had 
put  as  the  standard.  Mr.  Murrough 
O'Brien  had  been  considered  as  rather 
an  enthusiast  in  favour  of  the  peasant 
proprietor,  and  not  one  who  would  be 


likely  to  throw  any  difficulty  in  his  way. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  fur  Cork 
(Colonel  Colthurst),  he  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
thought  it  a  very  good  suggestion  that 
the  Loral  Government  Board  should  call 
the  attention  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
to  the  powers  given  under  the  Labourers' 
Act. 

Mb.  gray  said,  the  speech  just  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  certainly  seemed  to  him  a 
marvellous  piece  of  logic.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  point  to  this — that  if  the 
tenant  paid  a  rack  rent  it  was  right  that 
he  should  continue  to  pay  it,  however 
exorbitant  it  might  be,  if  it  so  happened 
that,  in  consequence  of  any  reduction  ia 
that  rental,  the  intermediate  holder  as 
between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant  in 
occupation  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
more  than  he  was  himself  receiving. 
This,  putting  it  shortly,  was  the  argu- 
ment which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  putting  before  the  Committee  as 
applicable  to  all  cases  where  it  was  said 
that  the  tenant  was  paying  £5,  or  any 
other  sum.  less  than  the  middle  landlord 
was  paying.  When  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  interrupted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor),  who  had  very  pertinently 
asked,  "  What  has  that  to  do  with  it  ?  " 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  emphasized  his 
argument  by  saying  he  thought  it  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  it ;  so  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  view, 
the  immediate  occupier  ought  not  to  be 
relieved  of  the  rack  rent  in  any  case  in 
which  the  gtring  of  such  relief  would 
injuriously  affpct  the  interests  of  the 
middle  landlord.  If  the  Chief  Secretary 
wished  to  initiate  the  very  extraordinary 
principle  that  the  payment  of  a  fair  rent 
was  not  to  apply  fully  if  it  were  found 
to  be  injurious  to  the  middleman,  he 
would  be  g^ing  entirely  outside  the 
principle  of  the  Land  Act,  and  leaving 
untouched  an  evil  which  the  Land  Act 
was  intended  to  remedy.  The  statement 
just  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  was  a 
very  serious  one,  and  he  ought  either 
to  make  his  meaning  quite  clear,  or  else 
to  qualify  what  he  had  been  saying. 
There  was  one  point  which  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  wished  to  put  to  the  hon.  G^tle- 
man  the  Secretary  to  t^e  IVeasury.  A 
case  was  recently  tried  before  Chief 
Justice  Mozris.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
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one  of  the  parties,  named  Bromfield, 
vaa  a  teoant  of  Lord  Congleton.  The 
point  was  this — whether  the  holder 
of  a  lease  could  not  claim  the  full 
benefit  of  the  Land  Act,  except  where 
the  entire  land  was  in  the  hands  of 
tlie  immediate  lessee.  The  case  of 
the  tenant  Bromfield  was  as  follows : 
~He  got  a  lease  in  the  year  1880 
from  Lord  Oontcleton,  and  was  mid- 
dleman as  regarded  the  entire  pro- 
perty, which  was  all  occupied  by  sub- 
tenants. A  good  deal  of  the  land  fell 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  sub-tenants  at 
that  time,  owing  to  death  and  other 
causes,  and  came  into  the  hancU  of 
Bromfie1d*B  father  and  Bromfield  him- 
self. But,  when  his  lease  was  almost 
expired,  he  bad  to  conuder  wbetbei  he 
vould  evict  all  the  sub-tenants  or  leave 
them  alooe.  He  adopted  the  plan  of 
leaving  them  alone.  The  sub-tenants 
claimed  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed,  and 
were  now  statutory  tenants.  For  the 
portion  of  the  land  in  his  own  possession, 
Bromfield  also  claimed  a  similar  right ; 
but  tbe  Ouurt  ruled  that  he  had  no  ioeua 
standi,  but  that  he  would  have  had  if  he 
had  evicted  all  the  tenants  and  got  all 
the  land  into  his  owa  possession.  He 
(Mr.  Gray)  wished  to  ask  whether  this 
was  really  the  law  ? 

Camain  AYLMER  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  just  stated,  in 
reference  to  the  arsameuts  used  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Prober  for  the  County 
of  Dublin  (Colonel  Eing-Hannau),  that 
he  need  do  no  more  than  make  a  cursory 
r<tfeience  to  what  had  been  urged.  But 
hon.  Members  on  that  side  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  anxious  to  hear  some  more 
explicit  answer  to  the  points  that  had 
been  raised,  especially  with  regard  to 
what  had  been  stated  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Murrongh  O'Brien.  That  was  a 
matter  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  given  a  saliafactory  reply. 
The  Committee  had  not  been  told  why  it 
was  that  when  the  tenants  had  agreed 
with  the  landlord  for  what  mast  be  con- 
sidered not  an  unfair  price  for  the  land, 
and  had  applied  for  the  money  under 
the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Land  Act, 
that  gentleman  had  reoommended  the 
Commissioners  not  to  allow  the  money, 
because  he  did  not  approve  of  the  price. 
The  price  was  16  years'  purchase,  and 
Mr.  Mnrrough  O'Brien  had  said  it  was 
not  w<HrUi  mm  than  11  w  12  yean' 


purchase,  the  result  being  that  the  sale 
had  not  been  carried  out.  If  this  was 
the  course  that  was  to  be  pursued  in 
these  cases,  he  was  afraid  it  would  not 
be  of  much  use  to  try  to  sell  land  under 
the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Land  Act. 
He  would  like  the  Committee  to  be  in- 
formed what  was  the  reason  of  this 
remarkable  change?  Mr.  O'Brien  was 
for  some  time  an  agent  under  the  Church 
Commissioners  for  valuing  land,  and  for 
namiug  the  price  which  the  tenants 
were  to  pay  for  it ;  and  in  that  capacity 
he  bad  valued  it,  in  some  oases,  as  high 
as  26  years*  purchase.  But  now  that  he 
represented  the  Land  Commisnoners, 
he  was  raining  it  at  U  or  12  years'  pur- 
chase. Kow,  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
real  valne  of  the  land  could  not  have 
changed  to  that  extent  in  so  short  a  time. 
One  hon.  Meniber  had  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  difference  by  saying  that  the 
tenants'  interest  in  the  land  had  reduced 
its  value — that  was  to  say,  that  the 
tenants'  interest  must  be  taken  out  of  the 
valuation ;  in  other  words,  the  hon. 
Member  allowed  that  tbe  Land  Act 
accoimted  for  a  diminution  in  value  of 
60  per  cent. 

Mb.  GKAY  said,  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  had  not 
carried  his  argument  far  enough.  He 
should  have  gone  a  step  farther,  and 
shown  that  in  this  case  the  property  was 
the  same  which,  at  one  time,  had  been 
valued  by  Mr.  O'Brien  at  26  years*  pur- 
chase, and,  at  another  t»me,  at  II  or  12 
years*  purchase.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  clearly  did  not  understand 
the  position,  which  was  simply  this.  The 
land  valued  by  Mr.  0*Brien  at  26  years* 
purchase  might  have  been  the  property 
of  a  Corporation,  such  as  the  Church 
Commission,  who  might  have  allowed 
the  tenants  to  acquire  a  very  considerable 
interest  in  their  property ;  and,  again, 
the  land  might  have  been  tolerably 
good.  Church  lands  generally  were 
good ;  and  26  years'  purchase  of  such 
land,  held  upon  liberal  conditions,  and 
at  a  low  or  moderate  rental,  from  a 
Corporation  not  accustomed  to  disturb 
its .  tenants,  might  have  been  a  very 
proper  valuation;  whereas  12  or  14 
years*  purchase  of  land  of  low  quality, 
and  rack-rented,  might  be  a  very  high 
value.  There  was  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

Oaptain  AYLMEB :  I  spoke  of  a  fair 
vent. 

Digilized  by  Google 


1307  Stippfy—Oivit 


(OOlOtONSl  8trvie»  E%Umat4$.  1S08 


Us.  GBAY  said,  that  coold  not  be 
applied  aa  a  basis  of  valuation.  One  lot 
01  land  might  be  had  for  12  years'  pur- 
chase, if  it  were  fully  rack-rented,  and 
of  poor  quality ;  another  lot  of  good 
land,  which  yielded  a  profit  on  the  rent, 
and  was  moderately  rented,  might  be 
had  for  26  years*  purchase.  It  was  en- 
tirely a  matter  of  business,  and  the  land 
valued  at  26  years'  purchase  might  be  a 
better  investment  than  that  valued  at 
14  veara*  purchase.  What  thehon.  and 
gallant  (Gentleman  should  do,  in  order  to 
establish  a  bias  in  the  action  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  would  be  to  shovr  that  the 
tenants  paid  the  same  ren^  had  tbe 
same  interest,  and  that  the  quality  of 
tbe  land  was  equal  in  both  cases.  Until 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  could  show 
that,  he  did  not  think  he  was  justified  in 
bringing  against  Mr.  O'Brien  the  charge 
that  he  was  acting  maid  Jide.  If  Mr. 
O'Brien  did  not  exercise  some  discretion 
aa  to  the  money  to  be  advanced,  he 
would  not  be  fit  for  bis  office  at  all,  and 
landlords  and  tenants  would  have  no- 
thing more  to  do  than  to  arrange  a  value 
between  themselves,  and  get  the  money 
from  the  Treasury ;  all  they  had  to  do 
was  to  place  upon  the  land  a  value  so 
bigh  that  three-fourths  of  the  amount 
would  pay  the  landlord.  The  Treasury 
was,  of  course,  right  in  securing  itself 
against  transactions  of  that  kind;  and 
lir.  O'Brien  had  not  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  rent  of  the  property  was  fair, 
but  whether  the  property  constituted  a 
full  security  to  the  Treasury  for  the 
amount  wbtch  tbey  were  called  upon  to 

pay- 
Ma.  SMALL  said,  he  thought  the 
Committee  were  entitled  to  some  infor- 
mation as  to  why  some  of  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  bad  been  reappointed, 
and  others  dismissed.  He  should  like 
to  know  on  what  principle  the  Land 
Commissioners  or  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  had  acted  in  this  matter  ? 

Mb.  TREYELYAN  said,  he  could 
not  afford  the  hon.  Member  any  more 
information  on  this  point  than  that  the 
Ijand  Commissioners  watched,  with  the 
greatest  care,  the  action  of  the  different 
Sub-Commissioners.  When  cases  came 
up  on  appeal,  they  were  able  to  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  fitness  of  the 
Sub  •  Commissioners,  and  would  be 
gmded  thereby  In  their  recommenda- 
tions. With  regard  to  the  case  referred 
to  1^  tile  ]u>n.  Uember  for  Carlow  (Mr. 


Gray),  he  had  not  laid  down  ip  his  ob- 
servations any  doctrine  of  law ;  he  had 
simply  explained  the  decision  of  the 
Land  Court  in  the  case,  and  defended 
the  gentleman  in  question  from  what  he 
imagined  to  be  the  effect  of  the  very 
imperfect  account  of  the  case  given  by 

the  hon.  Member.   

The  SOLICITOB  GENERAL  tob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waucbb)  sud,  he 
could  express  no  (minion  on  the  ease, 
which  he  understood  was  before  theLaw 
Courts. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  before 
the  discussion  on  this  Vote  came  to  an 
end,  he  desired  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. He  had  learned  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Chairman  that  the  ex- 
pression "convicted  thieves,"  used  by  him 
(Mr.  Sullivan]  some  time  since,  was  un- 
parliamentary when  applied  to  Members 
of  that  House.  In  that  case,  he  begged 
to  say  he  most  unhesitatingly  withdrew 
it,  because  he  never  desired  in  anv  way 
to  contravene  the  Rules  of  the  House. 
Further,  he  begged  to  say  that  in  using 
that  phrase  he  had  no  intention  what- 
ever to  apply  it  to  any  Member  of  the 
House. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  he  was  glad 
the  hon.  Member  had  irithdrawn  the 
phrase ;  and,  as  he  had  done  so.  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  necessary  to  say  any- 
thing more  on  the  subject  further  than 
that  it  would  have  been  not  only  nn- Par- 
liamentary, but  highly  improper,  if  the 
bon.  Member  had  applied  it  to  any  hon. 
Member  of  the  House.  Had  he  sup- 
posed the  bon.  Member  meant  so  to 
apply  it,  be  should  at  once  have  called 
upon  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Question  put,  and  n$scii%v$4. 

Original  Qnestion  put,  and  agr*§d  U. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  bodq,  not  exoeedin^  £86,094.  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  oomplete  the  »am 
neceBsary  to  defray  the  Cbai^  wlucb  will  coma 
in  coarae  of  paymont  daring  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slat  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  tbe  CommiBsioners  of  Polioe, 
the  Police  Oooiis,  and  the  Metropolitan  Folios 
E^tablisbment  of  Dublin." 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  why  the  Tote  for 
the  Oonntj  Courts,  Ireland,  was  not 
taken  next  in  its  regular  order  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  it  would  lie 
better  to  go  on  with  this  Vote  next  Hia 
object  was  to  save  time)  wid  he  did  not 
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think  ih«  disonsnon  of  the  Vote  would 
occupy  more  than  an  hone  or  an  hour 
and  a-Iialf . 

CoLONKL  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
was  not  quite  sure  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  right  in  his  estimate  of  the  time 
that  would  be  occupied  indiscuBsiogthis 
Vote.  The  Vote  might  open  up  some 
large  questions,  in  the  discussion  of 
which  many  hon.  Members  would  wish 
to  take  part.  The  subject  was  in  itself 
a  difficult  one,  and  ought  not,  in  his 
(minion,  to  be  oonciidered  at  1  o'doch  in 
the  morning.  His  own  opinion  was  that 
the  discussion  on  the  Vote  should  not  be 
taken  then. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  the  question  he 
desired  to  raise  on  this  Vote  had  re- 
ference to  the  conduct  of  the  police  in 
the  matter  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Chance. 
The  complaint  which  he  and  his  hon. 
Friends  had  to  mske  was,  that  two  in- 
dividuals, one  of  them  at  least  a  gentle- 
man, had  been  arrested  by  policemen  in 
the  service  of  the  Government  on  a 
charge  of  entering  a  house  for  an  un- 
lawful purpose,  and  that  these  persons 
on  being  arrested  were  taken  to  the 
police  station,  and  then  instantly  dis- 
charged. Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Obtef  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  stated  that 
if  the  persons  interested  in  this  matter 
were  not  satibfied,  they  could  bring  their 
action  for  damages;  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  simply  stand  aside  and  take 
no  steps  in  the  matter.  Bat  they  had 
had  from  t^e  Goremment  no  real  expla- 
nation of  the  condoot  of  the  police  in  this 
affiur.  He  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  to  be  good  enough  to  say 
whether,  if  an  action  for  false  imprison- 
ment were  brought  against  the  police, 
the  Government  would  or  would  not  de- 
fend it  and  pay  the  damages,  if  the  ver- 
dict went  against  the  police  ?  He  had 
yet  to  learn  that  the  Government  would 
not  do  this  in  Ireland.  They  were  in- 
formed that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  no 
control  over  the  local  police ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  them 
no  satisfaction  whatever.  The  question 
was  whether  the  police  in  Ireland  had 
power  to  take  up  whomsoever  they 
ohose  on  flimsy  charges,  and  march  them 
with  ignominy  through  the  streets  to  the 
police  station  without  giving  them  any 
•atisfaotion.  He  put  &e  case  to  the 
"Rnglith    ICemben,    whether  Britiah 


liberty  was  held  at  so  cheap  a  price  that 
aoy  policeman  might  arrest  a  man  on  a 
totally  false  charge,  drive  him  to  the 
station-house  and  then,  instead  of  bring- 
ing him  before  the  magistrates,  having 
ascertained  who  he  was,  turn  him  loose 
into  the  streets?  He  had  put  that  case 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  said  that  any  respectable 
lawyer  would  take  the  case  up.  But 
the  question  was,  would  the  police  be 
defended  by  the  Government  if  an  action 
were  brought?  The  police,  however, 
had  a  bogus  story  to  tell  in  this  matter, 
and  the  Government,  of  course,  defended 
them.  He  had  often  observed  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  receptivity  of  mind 
with  respect  to  the  statements  of  the 
police ;  a  policeman  had  only  to  make  a 
statement  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
swallowed  it  at  once.  He  asked  whether 
he  was  prepared,  in  this  instance,  to  ac- 
cept the  policemen's  statement  as  against 
that  of  persons  equally  credible  ?  Police- 
men in  Ireland  were  regarded  as  very 
superior  persons,  no  doubt;  but  he  had 
yet  to  learn  that  a  policeman  was  neces- 
sarily a  man  of  high  character,  and 
that  his  account  of  his  own  conduct  in 
the  streets  was  to  be  received  without 
question.  Now,  the  statement  of  Mr, 
Chance  bore  the  stamp  of  truth  on  the 
face  of  it.  He  went  to  a  woman  to  get 
evidence  against  Mr.  George  Bolton  in 
connection  with  the  trial  at  Belfast. 
Was  it  likely  that  aoyone  wanting  to 
get  evidoice  against  Mr.  Bolton  would 
say  that  he  came  from  Inspector  Malon  e? 
But  the  Government  had  accepted  that 
statement  on  the  part  of  the  police,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary was  willing  to  allow  the  matter 
to  rest  solely  upon  that  statement.  This 
was  not  the  way  in  which  matters  were 
usually  conducted  in  this  world;  if 
people  could  get  off  on  their  own  state- 
ments  alone,  every  thief  and  burglar 
would  escape  punishment.  But  the  Go- 
vernment took  the  statement  of  the  in- 
criminated parties  in  this  case,  and  had 
no  regard  whatever  for  anything  said 
on  the  other  side.  His  case  was 
dual  —  Did  the  Government  approve 
the  arrest;  and,  secondly,  if  the 
action  were  brought  would  the  Govern- 
ment defend  the  action  and  pay  the 
damages,  if  damages  were  awarded? 
Id.  oraar  to  give  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman an  oppntaaity  of  replying, 
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he  would  move  the  redaotion  of  the 

Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8S,094,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  ooune  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3Ut  day  of  March  IhSo,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenma  of  the  CommisBiooera  of  Police, 
tiie  Polioe  Courts,  and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
ErtabUshment  of  Dublin.'*— (Jfr.  Ao/y.) 

Ma.  TREVELTAN  said,  he  belieyed 
that  what  had  parsed  on  this  subject  in 
the  House  up  to  the  present  time  was 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
had,  four  or  fire  daye  ago,  read  out  a 
telegram  giving,  be  supposed,  Mr. 
Chance's  view  of  what  had  passed.  He 
(Mr.  Trerelyan)  had  ^nce  read  a  longer 
telegram  giring  the  o£EioLal  account,  in 
which  the  essential  point  was  that  the 
polioe  were  under  the  very  decided  im- 
pression that  the  Carroll  family  had  been 
frightened  by  people  whose  identity 
turned  out  to  be  different  from  that 
which  they  supposed  it  to  be.  He 
thought  then,  and  he  thought  now,  that 
under  those  circumstances,  with  that 
information  before  them,  the  police  were 
in  the  right  to  interfere.  He  should 
compare  the  case  to  that  of  a  man  who 
was  arrested  in  the  act  of  getting  into 
his  own  house  through  the  balcony ;  it 
would  be  a  parallel  case  if,  under  those 
circumstances,  the  policeman  pulled  him 
down,  and  took  him  off  to  the  station- 
house,  and  then  discovered  that  having 
lost  his  latch-key  he  was  merely  getting 
into  his  own  house.  He  was  informed 
that  under  such  circumstances,  if  a  com- 
plaint were  made  by  a  person  so  arrested, 
an  official  inquiry  would  be  held.  He 
understood  that  Mr.  Chance  maintained 
that  he  had  not  been  properly  treated, 
and  that  his  story  was  not  the  same  as 
that  represented  to  the  police  by  the 
Carroll  family.  However,  he  would  oon- 
snlt  with  the  Solioitor  General  for  Ire- 
land as  to  whether  an  inquiry  should  be 
advised.  He  was  iuformed  that  an 
action  for  unwarrantable  arrest  would 
lie ;  but  he  hoped  the  matter  would  not 
go  as  far  as  that. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  trusted  he 
should  be  in  Order  in  drawing  attention 
to  the  question  of  the  continued  post- 
ponement by  the  Government  of  any 
action  with  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Boyal  Commission  appointed 
by  the  late  Governmuit  to  inquire  into 


the  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.  The  people  of  Dublin 
were  situated  in  this  way  with  regard 
to  the  police  reserve — they  had  to  pay  a 
contribution  towards  the  police  main- 
tenance o£  Stf.  in  tiie  pouiLd,  while  the 
Metropolitan  Police  wrae  scattered  over 
a  vast  area.  Now,  that  was  one  of  the 
hundred  disabilities  the  city  laid  under 
from  the  want  of  an  extension  of  the 
boundaries,  and  an  increase  of  the  area 
of  taxation.  A  Commission  was  issued 
some  time  ago,  and  the  Corporation  was 
represented  by  the  present  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr,  Walker),  and, 
therefore,  very  well  represented.  The 
net  recommendation  of  that  Commission 
was  that  the  city  boundary,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  police  and  other  things,  shouki  be 
extended,  and  that  the  outlying  townships 
should  be  brought  within  the  city  area. 
From  that  day  tu  this,  not  a  single  thing 
had  been  done,  and  if  acase  was  wanted  to 
show  the  sor^  of  legislation  there  was  in 
regard  to  Ireland  it  was  this— Whatever 
was  just,  whatever  was  reasonable,  and 
whatever  was  equitable  was  put  off  from 
day  to  day,  and  irom  year  to  year,  while 
the  most  obnoxious  things  and  regula- 
tions, totally  opposed  to  the  interests 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  were  imme- 
diately put  in  force.  He  would  like  to 
know  if  there  was  any  chance  whatever 
of  this  Liberal  Government  giving  any 
etfeot  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  u£  the  late  Govern- 
ment? He  had  nothing  to  say  against 
the  police  in  Dublin,  indeed,  in  his  official 
capacity  of  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  he 
did  what  he  could  in  a  time  of  great 
disturbance  to  bring  about  a  rapproeK^ 
ment  between  the  city  authorities  and 
the  police ;  he  did  everything  he  pos- 
sibly could  in  order  to  preserve  Uie 
order  of  the  city,  and  to  try  and  bring 
about  a  unity  of  purpose,  by  saying  a 
kind  word  between  the  police  and  the 
authorities.  But  he  had  this,  neverthe- 
less, to  complain  of,  that  there  was  no 
sympathy  between  the  poHoe  and  the 
people.  He  saw  the  other  day  that 
magnificent  demonstration  in  London 
conducted  with  marvellous  regularity 
and  order,  simply  because  of  the  conduct 
of  the  police  towards  the  people.  Why, 
if  there  had  been  a  similar  concourse  of 
people  in  Dublin,  and  if  the  police  had 
been  called  upon  to  preserve  order,  there 
would  not  have  been  the  same  results. 
He  would  mention  a  case  to  illastrate  the 
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vay  ia  which  the  Dublin  police  failed 
to  discharge  their  duty.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  any  popular  demonstration  the 
police  of  Dublin  afforded  no  facility 
whatever  for  keeping  order.  Recently 
a  banquet  was  given  to  the  Parliamen- 
tary Party;  but  the  utmost  confusion 
arose  in  ihe  streets,  in  consequence  of 
the  complete  absence  of  the  police.  If 
His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
however,  had  been  going  to  the  Mansion 
House,  policemen  would  have  been 
stationed  at  different  parts  of  the  route 
taken  to  preserve  order.  On  the  occa- 
sion to  which  he  referred,  thousands  of 
people  collected  around  Uie  Hall ;  but 
the  police  did  not  turn  up  until  the  con- 
fusion had  almost  become  appalling. 
On  another  occasion  there  was  a  recep- 
tion in  Dublin  of  a  distinguished  actor, 
Mr.  Barry  Sullivan.  On  that  occasion, 
though  the  railway  authorities  applied 
for  the  services  of  the  police  to  keep 
order,  the  police  were  conspicuous  by 
their  absence.  "While  the  police  were 
always  prompt  to  strain  their  duty  in 
matters  that  were  obnoxious,  they  were 
never  present  to  give  assistance  to  the 
Oivil  authorities  whenever  it  ought  to 
be  given.  In  conclusion,  he  asked  thn 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  if  he 
could  hold  out  any  hope  of  an  extension 
of  the  boundaries  of  Dublin  according 
to  the  expressed  wish  and  recommenda- 
tion of  a  Boyal  Commission  which  had 
held  a  long  and  arduous  inquiry? 

Mb.  gray  said,  he  had  a  question 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary,  with  regard  to  a  ques- 
tion which  had  already  been  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy).  It  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, involving  official  sanction  to  the 
new  practice  about  to  be  introduced  of 
arresting  men  and  bringing  them  to  the 
station,  and  then  refusing  to  prefer  a 
chaise  against  them.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  quoted,  in  justification  of  a 
proceeding  of  that  kind,  the  case  of  a 
man  who,  being  found  under  suspicious 
oircumstcuioest  might  be  arrested  and 
brought  to  the  poUoe  station,  and  then 
set  at  liberty.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  thought 
it  was  very  dangerous  for  the  police  to 
act  in  such  a  manner;  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  tiie  right  hon.  G^utlemau, 
or  possibly  some  official  connected  with 
the  English  Administration  could  tell 
him,  whether,  if  a  man  arrested  under 
suspicious  circumstances  demanded  to 
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be  charged,  or  asked  the  Inspector  at 
the  station  to  prefer  the  charge  against 
him,  the  Inspector  could  refuse  to  enter 
a  charge  ?    That  was  the  point  at  issue 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Chance.   If  a  man  be 
arrested  through  some  mistake  of  a  con- 
stable, and  was  content  then  to  suffer  in- 
convenience and  annoyance,  and  be  set  at 
liberty,  there  was  little  to  be  said.  He 
could  quite  understand  a  policeman  in  ig- 
norance arresting  a  man  and  then  setting 
him  at  liberty,  although  he  believed  that 
to  be  against  the  Bules  of  the  Force.  He 
had  always  been  under  the  impression 
that  there  was  a  regular  Bule,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland — 'Certaiuly  in  Ire- 
land—that when  a  policeman  set  hands 
on  a  man  and  took  mm  into  custody,  he 
had  no  discretion  to  liberate  him ;  uid 
manifestly  such  a  Bule  was  very  neces- 
sary, if  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
guard  the  police  against  terrible  tempta- 
tions.   A  policeman  might  be  open  to  a 
bribe,  and  money  might  be  offered  to 
him  to  liberate  a  man.    He  had  always 
understood  that  when  once  a  policeman 
took  a  man  into  custody  and  laid  hands 
upon  him,  that  he  was  bound  to  bring 
him  to  the  police  station,  and  that,  hav- 
ing done  that,  he  was  bound  to  make 
some  charge  against  him.   In  such  a 
case  as  that  instanced  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  in  justi- 
tication  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Chance — 
the  case  of  a  man  arrested  on  his  own 
premises  because  he  was  found  under 
suspicious  oircumstances,  and  the  police 
thought  he  was  a  burglar,  be  wanted  to 
know,  and  perhaps  the  Home  Secretary 
would  tell  him,  would  a  subordinate 
police  officer  dismiss  that  men  and  re- 
fuse to  enter  a  charge  against  him  if 
the  man  claimed  to  have  a  charge  en- 
tered against  him,  In  order  that,  in  a 
summary  manner  before  the  magistrate 
next  morning,  he  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  clearing  his  character  ?  It  was 
one  thing  for  a  man  to  be  dismissed 
with  his  own  consent,  in  fact  condoning 
the  offence  of  his  arrest ;  but  this  was 
not  such  a  case.    Mr.  Chance,  when  he 
was  arrested  and  brought  to  the  station- 
house,  asked  the  Inspector  to  enter  a 
charge  against  him,  in  order  that,  on 
the  Allowing  morning,  he  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  clearing  himself  be- 
fore the  magistrate.    The  Inspector, 
however,  refused  to  enter  the  coarge, 
and  insisted  upon  Mr.  Chance  going 
away  and  taking  his  own  remedy  by 
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lav.  Would  snch  a  praotice  be  allowed 
in  England  f  He  hoped  the  Home  Se- 
cretaiy  would  tell  them  whether  he 
would  permit  a  policeman  to  arrest  any 
man,  and  then,  if  that  man  wanted  to 
hare  a  charge  entered  against  him,  he 
would  permit  a  subordinate  officer  to 
refuse  to  enter  a  charge,  but  to  turn  the 
man  out?  He  thought  that  surh  a 
practice,  if  allowed,  was  manifestly 
naught  with  the  greatest  danger ;  it 
was  ft'aught  with  the  greatSBt  posflihle 
temptation  to  the  police,  who  were  open 
to  temptation  like  other  human  beings. 
By  sucli  a  practice  they  would  open  the 
door  for  vpry  grave  abuse  ;  and  he 
could  scarcely  bnlieTe  that  such  a  prac- 
tice, which  had  been  followed  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Chance,  would  be  permitted 
in  England. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fakber  Herschelt.)  paid,  he  knew  from 
experience  in  Oourts  of  Justice  that  it 
was  by  no  means  uncommon  in  England 
for  an  Inspector  to  refuse  to  take  a 
charge  against  a  person  brought  to  the 
station — not  at  all  an  uncommon  thing. 
If  a  mistafce  had  been  made  and  the 
Inspector  refused  to  take  the  charge, 
the  man  would  be  set  at  liberty.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Oarlow 
(Bfr.  Gray)  had  asked  if  an  Inspector 
would  not  be  obliged  to  enter  a  charge 
if  the  man  arrested  insisted  upon  it? 
He  (the  Solicitor  General)  would  cer- 
tainly say  the  Inspector  would  not  be 
bound  to  enter  a  charge  if  it  was  clear  a 
mistake  had  been  made.  An  Inspector 
who  believed  a  mistake  had  been  made 
would  not  keep  a  man  in  custody  a  whole 
night,  because  the  only  effect  of  that 
would  be  to  aggravate  the  wrong  aod 
increase  any  possible  damages  that 
might  be  given.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  when  a  person  insisted  upon 
a  charge  being  entered  the  Inspector 
made  a  note  of  the  fact  that  the  man 
was  brought  in,  but  he  had  refu8f>d  to 
enter  the  charge.  If  it  was  perfectly 
olear  that  no  offence  had  been  com- 
mitted, the  Inspector  certainly  would 
not  enter  a  charge. 

Mb.  HEALT  said,  the  point  was  this. 
If  a  man  was  taken  to  the  station  on 
some  serious  offence — loitering  for  an 
unlawful  purpose,  or  for  burglary,  or 
for  assault  of  some  kind,  or  perhaps  for 
murder — was  it  in  the  power  of  the  oon- 
stable  who  arrested  the  man  to  refuse  to 
make  the  charge,  but  to  turn  him  loose  ? 

Mr.  Groj/ 


If  a  policeman  saw  him  (Mr.  Healy)  in 
Palace  Yard,  and,  thinking  he  was 
loitering  about  "Westminster  Palace  for 
an  unlawful  purpose,  arrrested  him  and 
took  him  to  the  nearest  police  station, 
would  the  constable  be  at  liberty,  on  his 
own  motion,  to  turn  him  out  in  the 
street  on  finding  who  he  was  ?  Who 
was  it  who  was  supposed  to  have  disoe- 
tion  in  siinh  matters  t 

Sib  WILLIAM  BABCOUBT  said, 
that  if  a  policeman  saw  a  man  getting 
over  the  area  railings,  he  would  think 
poHtiibly  that  it  was  intended  to  make  a 
ffloniouB  entry  of  the  premises,  and  he 
would  arrsHt  the  man.  The  man  might 
be  the  owner  of  the  house,  who  had  lost 
his  latchkey,  and  took  this  method  of 
getting  into  the  premises.  The  police- 
man, however,  would  he  perfectly  right 
in  arresting  him  aod  taking  him  to  the 
station.  If  the  man  satisfied  the  In- 
spector that  he  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  house,  and  that  though  he  was  en- 
tering in  an  unusual  manner  he  was  not 
there  for  an  unlawful  puipose,  it  was 
quite  plain  that  he  would  be  imme- 
diately discharged.  It  would  be  a 
mcmstrous  absurdity  to  insist  that  the 
proprietor  of  the  house  should  be  charged 
with  burglary.  The  Inspector,  by  dis- 
charging the  man,  would  show  his 
common  sense.  If  the  man  said,  "  I 
will  be  charged  with  burglary,*'  it  would 
not  be  a  reasonable  request.  If,  of 
course,  the  policeman  acted  in  any  im- 
proper manner— if  there  had  been  no 
reasonable  grounds  for  doing  what  he 
did,  he  would  be  punished  by  the  Police 
Authorities ;  and  if  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently punished,  an  action  for  unlawful 
arrest  would  lie.  Of  course,  these  were 
not  details  with  which  he  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  was  every  day  conversant ; 
but.  80  far  as  he  knew,  the  practice  in 
England  was  the  same  as  that  elsewhere. 

Mb.  healy  said  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Sir  William  Har- 
court) had  put  a  case  of  an  extreme 
character ;  and,  of  course,  if  a  man  was 
seen,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
climbing  over  area  railings,  everyone 
would  say  a  policeman  was  justified 
in  arresting  him.  It  was  another  ques- 
tion altogether  whether  it  was  a  suspi- 
cious circumstonce  for  a  solicitor  and  an 
attendant  to  be  pursuing  certain  investi- 
gations in  broad  daylight.  He  accepted 
for  the  moment  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the-.01uef  Seore- 
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taiy  (Ifr.  TrerelTan)  that  he  Tould 
grant  an  inquiry ;  but  what  he  wanted  to 
Know  was,  whether  the  Goremment — ^if 
the  inquiry  was  against  Mr.  Mallon,  the 
Head  of  the  Police,  and  if  Ur.  Ohanoe 
was  not  satisfied — wonld  assume  the  posi- 
tion of  judicial  bottle  Itolder  as  regarded 
damages,  if  in  an  action  brought  against 
thepoUcemandamagesweregiven?  That 
question  had  not  been  touched  upon  that 
night.  If  such  a  case  as  that  described 
by  the  Home  Secretary  occurred  in  Lon- 
don— that  of  the  arrest  of  a  man  found 
climbing  over  the  area  railings  under 
Bospicious  ciroumstanoes  —  everyone 
would  say  it  was  quite  right  to  defend 
the  policeman  who  made  the  arrest,  in 
the  event  of  an  action  for  false  arrest 
being  brought.  But  the  question  in- 
Tolved  in  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Chance  was 
totally  different.  This  was  a  matter 
oconiring  in  broad  daylight,  and  a  solici- 
tor was  not  a  man  who  was  likely  to  act 
in  an  illegal  manner.  Afr.  Ohanoe  and 
Ur.  Ueiklejohn  entered  Oarroll*s  house 
to  make  inquiries  from  her  respecting 
the  case  in  which  Bolton  and  the  Grown ; 
were  mixed  up,  and  a  policeman  stepped 
in  and  arrested  them  for,  so  far  as  he 
(Mr.  Healy)  could  see,  no  earthly  reason 
at  aU.  The  question  he  had  now  to  put 
was,  whether  the  English  practice  was  or 
was  not  to  be  followed  in  this  case,  and 
whether  the  Government  would,  in  case 
an  action  was  brought  against  the  con- 
stable, defend  him,  and  pay  his  damages 
if  any  were  given  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  the  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Member  practi- 
cally depended  on  the  result  of  the  in- 
qiiiry.  It  was  quite  certain  that  if  it 
was  stated  that  hereafter  the  Govern- 
ment in  all  cases  would  defend  any 
aoUon  that  might  be  brought  against  its 
serrants  the  rafect  would  be  to  give  to 
tiiose  servants  too  much  latitude  and 
induce  ^em  to  act  rashly  at  critical 
times.  On  the  other  hand,  to  say  posi- 
tively that  the  Government  would  not 
back  up  its  servants  would  cause  their 
servants  to  act  timidly  on  occasions  when 
they  ought  to  act  boldly.  Every  case 
must  be  judged  by  itself.  In  this  case 
an  inquiry  would  be  held,  and  the  whole 
thing  depended  upon  the  inquiry. 

Me.  healy  :  Will  the  inquiry  be 
public  ? 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN  said,  that  as  to  the 
nature  of  tiie  inqmry  be  would  consult 


with  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Home  Secretary,  so  as  to  see  what 
would  be  done  in  England  under  similar 
ciroumstanoes.  The  object  of  panting 
the  inquiry  was  to  give  full  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned,  and  to  give  them  the 
assurance  that  the  case  had  been  treated 
fairly.  He  would  take  good  care  tiiat 
the  inquiry  should  be  in  eveiy  respect 
fair. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
bis  Motion.  He  supposed,  however,  the 
Goveroment  would  tell  them  before  Ee- 
port  what  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  ? 

Mb.  gray  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Healy)  that  it  was  only  fair 
the  Government  should  undertake  to  tell 
them  what  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  before  the  Eeport  stage. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  remarked  that  the 
inquiry  might  not  possibly  be  held  before 
next  month. 

Mb.  healy  said,  he  and  his  hon. 
Friends  only  wanted  to  know  what  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  would  be.  Per- 
sonally he  had  no  desire  to  delay  the 
Vote  that  night,  and  he  would  be  satis- 
fied if  the  Government  gave  them  an 
answer  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  say 
something  about  the  Dublin  Commis- 
sion ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  it  was  im- 
possible to  bring  forward,  at  that  period 
of  the  Session,  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
Dublin  boundaries  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  the  Commission  to  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  referred.  Answering  a 
question  put  to  him  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  hoD.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
County  of  Oarlow  (Mr.  Gray),  he  stated 
that  at  the  beginning  of  next  Session — 
the  Sessioa  which  would  commence  in 
the  usual  course  in  February  next — he 
should  be  prepared  to  bring  forward  a 
Borough  Innds  Bill,  to  bring  about  the 
very  limited  result  of  enabling  the  Dub- 
lin Corporation  to  spend  Corporation 
money  in  the  interests  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. He  did  not  think  he  could  go 
further  than  tliat. 

Me.  DAWSON  said,  there  was  not  so 
much  contention  in  this  matter  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  suppose. 
The  Royal  Commission  which  inquired 
into  the  question  of  the  extension  of  the 
BubUn  Municipal  Bouudaries  Bftt  for 
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some  weeks,  and  their  reoommendation 
vas  perteotly  clear  and  Incid,  and  it  was 
very  improbable  that  its  carrying  out 
would  create  any  contentious  agitation. 

Hb.  GSAT  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
diseusa  the  question  of  the  boundaries 
at  that  moment ;  but  he  wished,  in  tiie 
mildest  possible  manner,  to  convey  to 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary,  who  possibly  did 
not  taike  any  profound  interest  in  the 
question  of  the  boundaries  of  Dublin 
City,  and  who  had  on  previous  occasions 
taken  care  to  inform  the  House  that  he 
neverread  Irish  newspapers,  thattbelrish 
Parliamentary  Party  had  resolved,  that  so 
far  as  it  in  their  power  laid,  no  Bill  for  the 
reform  of  London  should  pass  unless  the 
Government  would  jrive  a  pledge  to  en- 
deavour to  carry  a  Bill  embodying  simi- 
lar principles  in  reffard  to  the  Metro- 
polis of  Ireland.  Now,  he  could  not 
allow  this  Metropolitan  Police  Vote  to 
pass  without  a  word  of  protest  against 
the  whole  Dublin  police  system.  He 
had  very  little  concern  with  the  amount 
of  money  which  the  Government  might 
think  fit  to  vote  fen  the  mainteoance  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Force  celled  the 
Dublin  Uetropolitan  Polioe  Force;  but  it 
BO  happened  that  this  Force  was  main- 
tained not  merely  out  of  Iniperial  funds, 
bat  to  a  large  extent  out  of  local  funds. 
Dublin  City  and  the  Dublin  Metropoli- 
tan District,  which  extended  beyond  the 
City,  was  taxed  to  the  nominal  amount 
of  Sd.  in  the  £  for  the  maintenance  of 
this  Force ;  but  not  only  had  the  people 
to  pay  that  direct  tax,  but  they  also  had 
to  pay  indirect  taxes,  which  he  calculated 
brought  the  rate  which  they  had  to  jpay 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Dublin  Me- 
tropolitan Police  up  te  a  sum  equal  to 
about  U.  2d.  in  the  £.  A  cruelly  un- 
just and  oppressive  tax  was  maintained 
in  Dublin  simply  because  the  pro- 
ceeds of  it  went  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  police — he  alluded  to  the  £100 
licence  paid  by  every  pawnbroker  in  the 
City  of  Dublin.  Heneed  not  explain  to 
the  Conomittee  that  pawnbrokers  did  not 
pay  that  tax  out  of  their  own  pockets ; 
they  must  levy  it  on  the  poor  whose 

foods  thOT  took  in  pswn.  'Hie  tax  had 
een  condemned  as  a  thing  which  could 
not  be  justified  by  a  Hoyal  Commission 
or  by  a  Committee- — he  was  not  sure 
which — ^he  believed  it  was  a  special 
Oommittee  of  the  Hoosa  of  Commons 

Mr.  Damon 


which  investigated  the  whole  question 
of  the  Pawnbroking  Laws.  The  tax  was 
only  paid  in  Dublin,  and  there  was  no 
excuse  for  its  maintenance  there  except 
that  the  £100  a-year  paid  by  the  pawn- 
broker was  added  to  the  local  contribu- 
tions towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
police.  The  Government  did  not  care  to 
re-open  the  question  of  the  local  con- 
tributions towwds  the  Police  Force,  be- 
canse  they  knew  perfectly  well  diat  an 
overwhelming  case  would  be  mode  out 
against  the  present  sjrstem.  To  levy  so 
cruel  a  tax  as  this  upon  the  poorest  of 
the  poor  was  exceedingly  unjustifiable  ; 
and  he  thought  the  Chief  Secretary 
ought  to  consider  whether  he  could  not 
modify  the  system  in  some  way.  It  was 
patent  to  everyone  that  the  Force  was 
not  kept  up  to  prevent  crime,  or  to 
maintain  order,  but  purely  as  a  Govem- 
mentai  ffmdarm$n«.  He  contended  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  Dublin  should 
not  be  placed  in  the  same  portion  in 
regard  to  its  police  as  every  other  City 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  except  London, 
which,  of  course,  was  governed  ins  very 
exceptional  manner  in  every  nspeot. 
All  uie  great  cities  which  corresponded 
with  Dublin— Manchester,  Edin&urgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Liverpool — had  their  polioe 
under  the  control  of  the  IjocoI  Authori- 
ties, and  they  were  maintained  exda- 
sively  from  local  rates.  Now,  he  wanted 
to  know  whether  the  Government  in- 
tended to  maintain  in  Dublin  this  ex- 
ceptional system  in  perpetuity  ?  The 
police  in  English  towns  were  liked  by 
all  the  people,  except  the  pirofessiooid 
criminal  classes.  The  great  body  of  the 
population  looked  to  the  policeman  as  a 
friend,  they  went  to  him  for  information 
and  for  assistance  in  various  ways,  and 
his  experienoe  of  the  polioe  in  London 
and  in  the  great  English  towns  was  that 
they  were  extremely  civil  and  attentxTe, 
and  desirous  to  make  themselves  agree- 
able to  those  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  The  Dablin  Metropolitaii  Police, 
however,  were  trained  in  a  totally  dif- 
ferent school;  thnr  were  trained  to 
regard  not  only  the  criminal  elasses, 
but  the  whole  body  of  the  populatica, 
as  the  natural  enemies  of  the  polioe. 
They  treated  the  people  with  a  bru- 
tality that  was  unnatur^  to  them ;  hut 
it  was  taught  them ;  and  one  of  the 
main  causes  why  they  struck  last  year 
was  the  amount  of  dnll  they  weze  mb- 
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jected  to  by  their  late  Chief  OommiBsioaer 
(Mr.  Talbot),  who  was  a  pure  martinet, 
and  quite  unable  to  govern  them  or  any 
other  force,  and  whom  the  Ch>remment 
were  obliged  to  diemiss  with  an  annuity. 
What  reason  was  there  for  training  the 
pcdioe  as  military  men  ?  There  was  no 
reason.  It  made  them  neglect  their 
ordinary  p(^e  duties,  and  tiiey  were 
not  of  ve^  much  use  as  detectives. 
They  simply  regarded  themselves  as  a 
speeies  of  Governmental  body  guard ; 
they  were  not  a  municipal  or  local  force. 
He  had  pointed  out  before  that  if  the 
local  officials  wanted  anything  done  they 
oould  not  control  the  police ;  but  in  Eng- 
lish towns,  the  entire  body  of  police 
being  the  servants  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rities, the;  were  governed  by  that  Body 
for  all  local  purposes,  including  sanitary 
purposes.  The  Lord  Frovost  of  Edin- 
burgh, two  years  ago,  asked  him  if  the 
Dublin  Municipal  Authorities  had  con- 
trol over  their  police,  and,  on  his  reply- 
ing that  they  had  not,  the  Lord  Provost 
said  that  until  they  had  they  could  not 
to  keep  the  Oity  in  a  good  sanitary 
condition,  adding  ^at  it  was  because 
the  Edinbuigh  autikorities  had  control 
over  the  poHce  ^t  they  had  a  good 
sanitary  system.  The  result  of  the 
system  in  Ireland  waa  demoralizing.  It 
caused  the  people  to  dislike  the  police, 
and  it  impoeed  a  grievous  burden  on  the 
people ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  was 
said  the  Exchequer  gave  them  large 
contributions,  for  which  they  ought  to 
be  grateful.  But  the  Cbvemment  gave 
money  only  for  their  own  police,  and 
taxed  the  people  for  the  remainder.  The 
Municipal  Authorities  could  maintain  a 
better  local  police  force  at  less  cost  than 
they  were  now  eompeUed  to  bear  for 
this  inferior  force.  They  had  to  pro- 
vide this  money,  and  impose  a  heavy 
tax  on  tiie  poor  to  provide  it.  Th^  had 
to  pay  dul^  for  every  oarriage  in  the 
pwoe  distnot,  and  the  Government  took 
all  the  fees,  while  the  Local  Authorities 
had  to  bear  the  rates  and  pay  for  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  hackney  carriages 
of  the  Government.  The  Government 
took  the  sum  paid  for  carriages,  and 
then  put  it  in  the  Consolidated  Fund  as 
part  of  the  contribution  to  the  local 
expenses.  The  time  would,  he  believed, 
come  when  the  Government  would  have 
ia  a^ly  to  the  Dublin  polioe  the  same 
prmaidM  as  those  vhioh  were  applied 


and  were  satisfactory  in  every  other 
town  in  the  United  Kingdom.  When 
were  they  going  to  do  that  ?  The  police 
themselves  were  dissatisfied,  and  they 
had  struck  and  brought  the  Government 
to  their  knees,  and  would  do  so  again  as 
soon  as  it  suited  them.  He  found  a 
Vote  put  down  for  "  extra  pay ; "  but  he 
thought  that  ought  to  be  put  down  as 
"strike  money,"  £7,500.  The  polioe 
would  say  they  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  have  another  £7,500,  and  the 
Government  would  be  absolutely  help- 
less, and  would  have  to  swear  in  Emer- 
gency men  and  special  constables.  The 
only  duty  the  police  who  did  not  strike 
had  to  do  was  to  arrest  special  constables 
and  take  them  off  to  gaol.  He  himself 
happened  to  be  in  gaol  at  the  time, 
thanks  to  the  attention  of  the  Judges, 
for  a  so-oalled  misdemeanour — ^though 
he  did  not  acknowledge  that  he  was  a 
misdemeanant  at  all— and  he  remem- 
bered being  very  much  amused  by  seeing 
bodies  of  special  constables  brought  in 
every  evening  and  locked  up,  havinv 
been  sworn  in  in  the  morning  only.  If 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  not  caved  in  to 
the  police,  Bichmond  Gaol  would  have 
been  full  of  special  constables.  The 
whole  thing  was,  in  itself,  perfectly 
ridiculous ;  but  it  was  not  a  ridiculous 
matter  to  the  people  of  Dublin.  He 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
give  some  hope  of  a  better  system,  and 
that  the  whole  system  would  be  recon- 
sidered and  placed  on  a  more  reasonable 
basis.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of 
boundaries,  he  wished  to  point  out  that 
while  a  reform  was  being  considered 
Dublin  was  suffering.  It  was  surrounded 
by  a  ring  of  towns  to  which  all  the 
wealthy  pecrole  were  migrating,  and  the 
result  was  that  Dublin  itself  was  suffer- 
ing every  year  from  a  heavier  burden 
of  taxation,  from  which  the  wealthier 
inhabitants  escaped  by  goin^  outside, 
although  they  had  a  share  in  all  the 
benefits  of  the  City,  and  thrived  bv  them. 
Every  man  who  went  outside  the  Gity 
threw  an  additional  burden  on  those 
who  remained,  and  he  could  assure  the 
Committee  that  a  terrible  amount  of  in- 
jury was  being  done  to  the  City  by  this 
being  allowed  to  continue.  The  autho- 
rities  were  naturally  diRinclined  to  incur 
any  extra  expense  while  the  Commission 
was  sitting,  and  unless  the  Government 
stepped  in  and  gave  some  assistance 
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nothing  oould  possibly  be  done.  Thatwae 
a  Btate  of  things  created  by  the  Govem- 
ment.  and  not  by  any  default  on  the  part 
of  the  Ijocal  Authorities.  The  remedy 
of  the  ri|;ht  bon.  Gentleman  was  this — 
he  said  they  had  the  power  which  Eng- 
lish authorities  had,  to  promote  a  Bill; 
but  that  wa9  simply  a  power  enabling 
various  Local  Authorities  interested  to 
enter  upon  a  Parliamentai^  contest 
which  would  probably  cost  Dublin  some- 
thing like  £26,000 ;  and,  no  matter  who 
the  victor  might  be,  that  would  ^bablj 
leare  the  state  of  afifairs  somewhat 
worse  than  it  was  already.  It  would 
largely  benefit  Parliamentuy  agents  on 
this  side  of  the  Channel,  but  that  would 
be  all  at  the  expense  of  the  Irish  people ; 
and  if  the  QoTemment  felt  themselves 
called  upon  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the 
reform  of  the  Government  of  London, 
the  case  was  at  least  as  strong  for 
Governmental  intervention  in  Dublin. 
There  waa  a  precedent  in  1869  which 
could  not  be  quoted  in  regard  to  London, 
and  it  would  materially  increase  the 
difficulties  of  passing  the  London  Go- 
vernment Bill  if  the  Government  con- 
vinced Irish  Members  that  the  best  way 
to  obtain  redress  for  Irish  grievances 
was  to  block  the  London  Government 
Bill. 

Uk.  TBEVELYAN  said,  he  did  not 
propose  to  deal  at  length  with  theremarks 
of  thehon.  MemberforOarlow(Mr.  Gray) ; 
but  it  was  quite  impossible,  having  re- 
gard to  the  pnblio  ssLiety,  that  the  control 
of  the  police  in  Ireland  should  be  in  any 
hands  hut  those  of  the  Chief  Executive 
Authorities,  and  the  time  had  not  yet 
come  when  a  change  could,  be  made  in 
that  respect.  As  Chief  Secretary  he  could 
not  enter  into  the  question  of  taxa- 
tion in  Ireland ;  that  was  a  matter  for 
the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer,  and  not 
for  an  Executive  Officer ;  but  as  to  the 
other  subject,  his  opinion  and  that  of 
the  GK>vemment  at  large  was  that  they 
could  not  entertun  any  proposition  at 
that  moment  for  making  over  the  police 
or  Constabulazy  in  Ireland  to  any  other 
management. 

Uk.  HEALY  said,  he  thought 
£50,000  a-year  was  a  pretty  penny  to 
pay  for  the  police ;  and  u  they  were  not 
to  hare  the  control  of  Ihe  police  they 
had  better  have  that  money  bai^.  It 
was  all  very  well  to  put  the  matter  off 
by  avoiding  any  statement;  but  the 


people  of  Dublin  would  take  the  matter 
into  their  own  hands.  The  English 
people  would  never  see  anything  in  any 
argument  from  Ireland,  and  he  thought 
the  best  plan  for  the  people  of  Dublin  to 
adopt  would  be  to  refuse  to  pay  this 
money.  Were  the  Government  prepared 
to  remit  this  £50,000  a-year  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Dublin  ?  If  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  bad  the  control  of  the  police 
in  th«r  own  hands  they  could  do  the 
work  with  a  small  nambn  of  men  and  at 
a  less  cost.  The  Goremment  gare  poHce 
protection  to  some  of  their  own  people, 
and  he  thought  every  NatiomuiBt  in 
Dublin  ought  to  claim  police  proteotioa. 
If  every  man  in  Dublin  claimed  polioe 
protection  the  Government  would  require 
400,000  policemen,  and  what  would  be 
the  position  of  the  Government  then  P 
This  was  really  a  very  serious  grievance, 
and  the  time  would  come,  before  very 
long,  when  the  citizens  of  Dublin  would 
refuse  to  have  these  police,  and  refuse 
to  pay  this  money. 

Mr.  GBAY  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
persist  in  his  opposition;  but  he  waa 
satisfied  the  time  would  come  when 
Dublin  would  no  longer  submit  to  this 
burden.  They  regarded  this  as  a  most 
injurious  and  most  uxgust  system,  and 
they  would  probably  adopt  the  course  of 
declining  to  pay  this  tax  until  they  had 
the  control  of  the  police  in  their  own 
hands. 

Motion,  by  leave,  mthdriMn* 
Original  Qaestion  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  ezoeeding  £36,094,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necesaary  to  defray  the  Charge  whidi  will  oome 
io  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slit  day  of  Mftrcb  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  ComnuMiixun  <tf  Polioe, 
the  Pobce  Courts,  and  the  Metat^oUtan  Polioe 
Establishment  of  Dublin." 

The  Oommittee  iMiad>—A.je&  19; 
Noes  73:  M^ority  54.— (DIt.  list, 
No.  19»0 

Original  Question  put,  and  agr—d  to. 

Besolutiona  to  be  reported. 

Mb.  OOITBTNEY  said,  this  left  four 
Votes— the  County  Court  Officers,  the 
Constabulary,  the  Prisons,  and  the  Be- 
formatory  and  Industrial  Sohook.  li 
they  were  to  take  the  Jfteformatozy  and 
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IndoBtzial  Sohools  that  would  leave 
three  to  stand  over  till  to-morrow.  Of 
course,  at  that  late  hour  (2.15  a.m.) 
he  would  not  press  another  Vote  if  there 
was  any  strong  objection  to  it.  Hon. 
Members,  however,  must  coneider  the 
period  of  the  Session.  Formally  he 
would  move  the  Beformatory  Tote. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  a  sum,  Tnot  ezoeeding^  £S1,9U.  be 
graated  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  Bum 
neoeaaary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payzaeot  duriog  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  dayof  March  1886,  for  the  Expenses 
of  Bttformatory  and  luduatrial  Schoola  in  Ire- 
land." 

Mb,  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
really  must  ask  the  Government  not  to 
press  the  Vote  at  that  hour  of  the  night, 
for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  question 
which  was  more  interesting  than  the  posi- 
tion of  these  industrial  establishments  in 
Ireland.  All  the  elementary  industrial 
sohools  required  to  be  looked  after  and 
fost^d  in  Ireland.  Ireland,  far  more 
than  other  countries,  required  the  de- 
velopment of  its  industrial  sohook,  and 
the  subject  was  one  which  deserved  a 
very  different  sort  of  discussion  from 
what  they  could  expect  to  have  at  that 
hour  of  the  night.  He  would,  therefore, 
ask  the  Government  to  allow  the  Ohair- 
man  to  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Sesolations  to  be  reported  To-mortotp. 

Oommittee  also  report  Ingress;  to  sit 
again  S^morrow. 

BEVEinTE,  &c  BILL— [Bill  800.] 
(JTr.  Otvrtmy,  Mr.  Sarbert  GMitmu.) 
OOMUITTKB. 

BiU  9onnd$r«d  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

CSausee  1  to  11,  inclusive,  effrt0d  to. 

Olaose  12  (Licenoes  for  the  sale  of 
tobacco  in  railway  carriages). 

Me.  WARTON  said,  that,  in  this 
clause,  he  saw  something  which  struck 
him  as  requiring  some  explanation.  The 
clause  referred  to  tobacco  and  snuff,  and 
the  words  he  could  not  understand  had 
reference  to  sale.  They  were  "  personal, 
meohanioal,  or  otherwise."  He  could 
comprehend  a  "personal"  sale;  but 
what  other  means  of  selling  could  there 
be?  How  could  there  be  a  "  mechanical " 
sale,  and  of  what  use  could  the  wwds 
"  or  otherwise  "  be  ? 


Me.  COURTNEY  confessed  the  words 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  called 
attention  to  had  rather  puzzled  him 
when  the  clauses  were  submitted  to  him 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue, 
who  were  responsible  for  them.  The 
words  referred  to  certain  methods  by 
which  cigars  or  cigarettes  might  be  sold 
— ingenious  arrangements  that  persons 
could  adopt  in  the  belief  that  they  were 
not  personally  selling  these  things.  A 
penny  was  dropped  into  a  box,  and  out 
came  a  cigar  or  cigarette. 

Mn.  WARTON  said,  he  must  move 
that  the  words  "or  otherwise"  be 
omitted,  as  diey  were  sheer  nonsense. 
He  should  have  thought  that  every 
mode  of  selling  cigars  or  cigarettes 
must  be  "personal;"  at  any  rate,  he 
was  certain  they  must  be  either  "per- 
sonal" or  "mechanical,"  therefore  it 
was  absurd  to  retain  the  words  "  or 
otherwise." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line 
34,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  other- 
wise."—(Jfr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Clause." 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faukeb  Hebsohsli.)  :  The  method  may 

Ma.  WARTON :  That  is  a  sufficient 
answer.  I  shall  not  divide  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendment  nsgatived. 

Clause  18  (Payment  of  sum  due  to 
Exchequer  from  Post  Office  in  respect 
of  expenses  for  grant  of  Government 
annuities.   16  and  17  Vic.  o.  45.  27  and 

28  Vic.  c.  43.    36  and  37  Vic.  co,  44,  67.) 

Mb.  warton  said,  that  in  this 
clause  it  was  cited  that  the  fees  were 
paid  into  the  Exchequer.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  were  not  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Post  Office  made  a  profit  of  many  mil- 
lions every  year. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  question 
was  merely  one  of  the  presenting  of 
accounts  between  the  two  Departments 
— the  Exchequer  and  the  Post  Office. 

Clause  agretd  to. 
Remaining  danse  to. 
Bill  rtportoit  without  Amendment; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  f»-morr«w, 
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CRIMINAL  LTTNAUCS  BniL.-tBnx  296.] 
{Mr.SiM*rt,8ecrtlarySir  WilKam  Sarcourt.) 

lOON8n)EBi.TIOir. 

Bill,  u  amended,  contidertd. 

Mb.  HIBBERT:  It  ia  desirable  to 
send  this  Bill  up  to  the  House  of  Lords 
without  d^y.  I  would,  therefore, 
propose  that  it  be  now  read  a  third 
time. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pami. 

EAST  INDIAN  UNCLAIMED  STOCKS 
BILL.— [Bill  269.] 
(JTr.     S.  Cniii,  Mr.  Courtney.) 

BBOom>  bbadhtq. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (J^r.  J.  K.  Croit.) 

Mr.  WAETON  wished  to  say  just  one 
word  on  this  Bill.  He  had  the  other 
night  ventured  to  ask  a  Question  of  the 
GoTernment  with  regard  to  the  measure 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  it.  It  was  understood, 
though  it  could  not  be  stated  by  any 
Minister  in  the  hon.  Member's  absence, 
that  everything  in  reference  to  the  East 
India  Company  was  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  measure  ? 

Mb.  J.  E.  CB0S8 :  Yes ;  I  said  so  the 
other  night. 

Motion  agr$«d  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  WM»itted 
for  JV-Morrvff. 

CHOLERA,  Sec.  PHOTEOTION 
BILL.— [BU'i'  303.] 
{Mr.  Orofft  Mr.  Dmioh.) 
OOHHITTZl. 

Bill  pomidgred  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  QBAY  :  The  Amendments  in  my 
name  are  simply  for  the  pur^wse  of  im- 
proving some  clauses — to  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  objected — for  applying  the 
Act  to  Ireland.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  not  object. 

MB.OOnBTNEY:  No. 

Bill  rwort9d;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
udered  lh-merr»». 


INFANTS  BILL.— [Bill  308.] 
{Mr,  Bryetf  Mr.  fferace  Sapty,  Mr^Andermm, 
Mr.  StM^  HitL) 
CDirSIDZBATIOK. 

Further  proceeding  on  Oo&siderataon, 
as  amended,  rMUMAi. 
Question  proposed, 

*'  That  the  words  '  wliQe  the  marriage  ia 
sabflisting,  and  before  any  decree  or  order  for 
divorce  or  judicial  aeparation  hu  been  made,' 
—  (Jfr.  fFarttm,h-he  ioaertad  before  the  word 
*  each,*  in  page  1,  line  12." 

Mb.  WABTON  siud,  the  first  Amend- 
ment was  in  his  name  to  page  1,  line  13. 
He  was  glad  that,  through  a  fcnrtonate 
accident  the  other  evening,  he  was  now 
enabled  to  move  the  Amendment  with 
an  argument  which,  he  thought,  would 
prevail  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets (Mr.  Bryce),  who  had  taken  a  very 
strong  objection  to  the  Amendment,  and 
one  which  he  (Mr.  AVarton)  felt  the  full 
force  of  at  the  time  

Mr.  8PEAEEE :  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  rise  to  move  the 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  ? 

Mr.  "WAETON  :  Yes. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Then  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  lost  his  right  to 
spei^.  A  division  took  place  on  it  on 
me  last  occasion. 

Mr.  WABTON  :  I  should  be  glad  to 
make  an  explanation,  as  the  point  is  an 
important  one. 

Mb.  SPEAEEB:  I  am  afraid  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  would  be  oat 
of  Order. 

Mb.  TOMUNSON  said,  he  wished 
to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
Amendment  

Mb.  BRYCE  rose  to  Order.  The  hon. 
Member  had  already  spoken. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member, 
having  already  spoken  to  the  Amend- 
ment, will  not  be  in  Order  in  speaking 
again. 

Qae&tion  put. 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  2;  Noes 
61:  Majority  69.  —  (Div.  List,  No. 

200.) 

Mr.  WARTOK  said,  in  faia  next 
Amendment  of  the  dause  he  proposed 
to  leave  out  the  words  "  or  persons," 
and  he  submitted  it  was  rather  import- 
ant that  this  should  be  adopted,  con- 
sidering that  in  the  2nd  clause  the 
reference  was  to  "  guardian,"  in  the 
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singalar;  and  he  thought  that  to  agree 
with  the  word  "guardian,"  the  word 
in  this  clauae  should  be  "  persoD,"  not 
"persone."  There  might  be  too  many 
"  guardians,"  as  each  of  the  parents 
would  have  the  right  of  appointment  of 
euardians  by  deed  or  will,  and  it  would 
be  better  to  have  one  guardian  on  be- 
half of  each  parent.  On  looking  back 
to  that  part  already  passed,  it  would  be 
observed  that  the  survivor  of  tbe  guar- 
dians migbt  alone  or  jointly  appoint  a 
^ardian — it  did  not  say  "gaatdians;" 
if  it  did,  then  in  this  place  they  shoiUd 
read  "persons."  He  presumed  there 
was  some  meaning  in  putting  "guar- 
dian, "  in  the  singular,  and  sappowd  it 
was  to  have  one  guardian,  while  the 
other  guardian  would  be  the  surviving 
parent.  But,  then,  when  the  "  herein- 
after provided  "  was  arrived  at,  it  was 
found  that  any  number  of  guardians 
might  be  appointed — there  was  no  limit 
whatever.  He  really  thought  that  to 
prevent  too  many  guardians  being  ap- 
pointed, personB  who  might  quarrel 
about  the  training,  the  religion,  or  the 
estate  of  the  infant,  it  would  be  far 
better  to  strike  out  "persons"  and  make 
the  clause  agree  with  the  2nd  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  x>age  1,  line 
18,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  per- 
sons."—(ifr.  Werton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  or  persons  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mn.  BBYOE  said,  in  Clause  2  any 
guardian  included  any  possible  guar- 
dian ;  and  in  this  clause  it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  to  the  wording,  because  if 
only  one  guardian  were  appmnted  and 
he  died  there  would  be  no  guardian 
stall. 

Qoestion  put,  and  itgrtid  U. 

Mb.  TOULINSON  said,  since  he  had 
put  down  the  first  of  the  next  two 
Amendments  fae  had  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  found  it  was  possible  that 
a  male  infant,  if  it  became  married, 
mi^ht  become  exempt  from  the  control 
of  its  guardian.  He,  thcnrefore,  begged 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  next, 
and,  perhaps,  the  shortest  and  simplest 
way  to  explain  it  would  be  to  read  the 
olanae  as  it  would  stand  with  the  Amend- 
ments put  in — 

*'  Each  of  the  parents  of  any  infant  may  by 
deed  or  will  appoint  any  panon  at  persons  to 


be  guardian  or  guard iana  of  Bach  infant  after 
the  deatb  of  the  survivor  of  such  parents ;  uid 
where  g^uardiaus  are  so  app<»nted  by  both 
parents  thay  shall  act  jointly,  Sco." 

In  line  1 5,  he  proposed  to  insert 
"  where,"  instead  of  "  tho  guardian  or." 
It  was  necessary  to  make  such  an  al- 
teration in  order  to  make  sense  of  tho 
clause,  for  if  the  clause  remained  as  it 
stood  each  parent  might  appoint  a  guar- 
dian ;  and  what  was  meant  was  that 
these  guardians  should  act  jointly  with 
each  other,  and  not  with  any  other 
guardians. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1 ,  line 
15,  to  leave  out  the  words  "the  guar- 
dian or,"  and  insert  the  word  "  where." 
— {Mr.  Tomltmon.'} 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'the  guardian  or'  stand  part  of  the 

BiU." 

Mb.  BRYCE  said,  he  was  willing  to 
agree  to  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  agreod  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 

15,  after  the  word  "  guardians,"  to  in- 
sert the  word  "are." — {Mr.  TomlimM.) 

Amendment  agrted  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 

16,  after  the  word  "  appointed,"  to  in- 
sert the  words  "  by  both  parents  they." 
— {Mr,  Tomlintm.) 

Amendmoit  i^rttd  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
16,  to  leave  out  fVom  "  with^'  to  end  of 
sub-section." — {Mr.  Tomlinton.) 

Amendment  egrwd  to. 

If  B.  BBTGE  said,  the  next  Amend- 
ment was  merely  a  matter  of  drafting. 
He  had  omitted  to  mention  an  old  Inah. 
Act. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
9,  after  the  word  "has,"  to  insert  the 
words  "in  England." — {Mr.  Sryca.) 

Ma.  WABTOK  said,  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  this  old  Act  of  the  Irish 
Parliament ;  but  he  woald  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Memb»  if  there  was  any 
section  corresponding  to  that  in  the  Act 
of  Charles  II.  for  England  ? 

Mb.  BBYGE  said,  the  Acts  were  jusfc 
the  same. 

Amendment  Mgnod  fo. 
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Mb.  BBTOE  said,  the  nszt  Amnid- 
menta  were  oonsequential  on  that  jost 
accepted. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  words  "  tweoty- 
f  oar,"  to  inMrt  the  words  "  or  in  Ireland  onder 
th«  Aot  of  the  Iriah  FM-liamwit,  fourteMi  and 
flfteeo,  Chsrlai  the  Seoond,  cAisptW  nineteeo." 
~{Mr.  Bryot.) 

Mb.  WABTON  aaid.  he  presumed 
that  the  Section  6  mentioned  was  the 
same  as  Section  8  of  the  English  As^. 

Mb.  BBTOE  assented. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed, 

In  Bohed«le,  pan  8,  lins  8,  iniert— "  14  and 
16  Charles  3,  o.  19.— An  Aot  for  tski^  away 
the  Court  vi  Wards  and  LiTeries  and  Tenures 
in  Capite,  and  by  Knights*  Serriee.  Seotitm 
■ix." 

Amendment  ayfMd  to. 

Me.  BEYOE  said,  he  hoped  the  House 
wonld  be  kind  enough  to  allow  him  to 
take  the  third  reading  now. 

Mb.  WARTON  rose  to  Order.  He 
wished  to  know,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
quest made,  whether  tiie  expression 
generallv  used,  "  the  permission  of  the 
Eoose,"  meant  in  suoh  a  case  the  unani- 
mou8  wish  of  the  House,  or  whether  tiie 
Qnestiott  could  be  pat  if  any  Member  or 
Members  objected? 

Mb.  speaker  :  It  does  not  mean 
the  unanimity  of  the  House,  but  the 
general  pleasure  of  the  House. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  jioma^. 

MOTXONB. 
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VAOBAKTS. 
Betum  ordered,  "  of  the  nnmher  of  Vagrant" 
relieved  in  eaoh  Union  in  England  and  Wales, 
the  Unions  being  arranged  in  order  of  Union 
Countiee,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  each  of  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year  1884,  with  the 
totals  for  the  period  of  six  months  in  the  year 
for  each  Union  and  each  Union  County,  toge- 
ther with  totals  in  respect  of  each  Union  County, 
and  of  England  and  Wales  for  eaob  day  in- 
oladed  in  tho  Betum  (in  oontinnation  (rf  'Pax- 
liamentary  Paper,  Ko.  86,  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion),"— {ifr.  S.  S.  Faget.) 

HOUSE  OF  OOMUONS  (OOUNTS-OUT). 

Return  (trdertdr  "  of  the  number  trf  times  the 
^ouie  has  been  counted  ont  during  each  Beaiion 


of  the  piesent  ^Samant,  wpeiSlyiag  tfas  daj 
and  ttie  hour  at  which  it  was  oonnted  oat,  and 
whether  after  a  Homing  Bitting  w  not"  —(Mr. 

BATUra  OF  THK  UBTBOFOLIS. 

Betum  ordered,  '*  with  req;ieet  to  each  paridi 
in  the  Uetn^xdis,  tihe  Ft^olation  in  I88I ; 
the  number  of  Inbaldted  Houses  in  1881 ;  tbe 
lateable  value  according  to  the  Yaluatioii 
lists  in  force  on  the  6th  day  of  April  1883; 
the  seretal  Bates  made  by  the  Bating  Authority 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  260x  day  of 
March  1884,  £c.  (in  continuation  of  Parliamen- 
tary Paper,  No.  87,  of  the  ^esent  Session)."— 
{Mr.  SgdHtjf  Buxtm.) 

XBIBH  XiAHD  AOT  (OBDBBS). 

Betum  ordered,  "of  the  number  of  Orders 
received  by  each  Union  in  Ireland  under  Clanee 
19  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  and  tlie  actioa 
taken  in  each  case  up  to  the  80th  day  of  Jane 
1884,  as  under : — Name  of  Union  ;  number  of 
Orders  received ;  number  of  houses  built  or  re- 
paired volontari^;  number  of  proceedings 
taken  in  case  oi  default ;  ntunber  of  Orders 
made  by  magistrates."— ((Msiwl  Coltkurtt.) 

OHANOBBY  BXAMOrBBS^  0F7I0B. 
Committee  to  consider  of  the  payment,  out  ot 
moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  com- 
pauation  that  may  be  granted,  under  any  Aot 
of  the  present  Seeidon  of  Pariiamsnt,  to  persons 
holding  the  office  of  sworn  tHaik  to  the  late 
Chauo^  Examiners  on  the  abolition  td  that 
office  (Queen'i  JtetQmm«Hdatia»  ngnifled),  2b- 
morrow. 

NAVY  A2TD  ABMT  EXPBNDITUBB, 

1882-3. 

OoHtidtred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
1.  Steolved,  That  it  i^pears  by  the  Navy  Ap- 
propriation Aooount  far  the  year  ended  the  Slit 
March  1883,  as  follows,  via.  :— 

(a.)  That  the  sums  expended  for  certain 
Navy  Services  exceeded  the  Grants  for 
those  Services,  and  that  the  deficiti 
on  such  Grants  amounted  together  to 
£1,427,161  4«.  Od.,  as  shown  in  column 
(a)  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended ; 
(b.)  That  the  sums  received  in  respect 
Appropriations  in  Aid  ot  the  Grants  toe 
certain  Sernoes  fell  short  ol  ths  suaos 
estiipated,  and  that  soidi  dofidenoiea 
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amounted  together  to  £1,264  17«.  id. 
as  shown  in  colamn  (b)  ci  the  said  ^p- 
pende^Schedala ; 

(o. )  That  the  sams  reoeired  in  reopeot  of  Ap- 
propriations in  Aid*of  the  Orants  for 
tain  Servioee  exceeded  the  amounts  esti- 
mated by  the  total  anm  of  £48,481  6s.  Bd. 
as  shown  in  colnmn  (o)  of  the  said  ap- 
pended Schedule ; 

(d.)  That  Bnrpluaes  arose  on  the  Qranta  for 
certain  Services,  and  that  such  surplnses 
amounted  together  to  £160,636  Oj.  6d.  as 


shown  in  oolonm  (d)  of  the  said  appended 
Schednle. 

2.  Saolved,  Thattoprovideinpartfor  the  first 
two  above-mentioned  sums  (a)  and  [b),  amount- 
ing together  to  £1,428,426  1#.  id.  the  Oom- 
miasioneiB  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarUy  authorised  the  applioatirai  of  the  lonrth 
abore-mentioned  mm  (d)  of  £160,636  0*.  64. 
and  of  £1,264  17*.  *d.  oat  (rf  the  third  abore. 
mentioned  sum  (o)  of  £48,4BI  6«.  id. 

3.  Saolwd,  Thai  the  application  of  saeh  sums 
bennctioned. 


SOHEDULE. 


No. 


Kavy  SaT^oei^  1882-3, 
Votes. 


(«) 

Deficits  on 
Votes. 


Deflcienciea 
of  Approprio- 
tions  in  Aid. 


Excess  of 
Appropiia- 
tions  in  Aid. 


SnrpInseB  on 


V^ 


ote. 


{Beo.  1 
Bee.  2 

11 
12 


13 
14 
15 

16- 

17 


«.  d. 


67,340  11  4 


121,174 

6 

2 

413 

6 

0 

1,401 

3 

0 

91,3M 

4 

6 

1  ..  Wages,  &0.  to  Seamen 

and  Marines 

3  . .  Victuals  and  Clothing 
for  ditto    . . 

8  • '  Admiralty  Office 

4  . .  Ooast  Onard  Service  and 
Kaval  Reserve 

6  . .  Scientific  Branch 

6  Dockyards   and  Naval 
Yards,  Ac.  . . 

7  •  •  VictnaUing  Yards,  &fi. . . 

8  . .  Medical  ^tabliahmentB, 
&o. 

9  . ,  Marine  Divisions 
Naval  Stores  . . 
Machineiy,  Ships  built 

by  Contract,  &o. 
New  Works,  Buildings, 

and  Repairs 
Medicines  and  Medioal 

Stores 
Ibtrtial  Law,  fto. 
UisceUaneouB  Servioes. . 
Half  Pay,  &o. 
'  Beo.  1  , .  Military  Pensions  and 

Allowances . , 
Seo.  2  . .  Civil  Pensions  and  Al' 

lowancM  ..        468   6  6 

, ,  [Army  Department — Oon- 

reyanoe of  Troops  ..  1,126,338   3  B 
Amount  written  off  as 
iireooTeraUe         ..      3,873   1  11 


764  6  0 
38,098  16  S 


1,437.161   4  0 


£     ».  d. 


666  11  a 


668  12  2 


£  ». 
1,608  12 
16,484  16 


18  0 
1,607  17 


160  16  6 


12  6 
17  6 


160  16 

6  14 

17,681  11 

866  19 
0  16 
444  4 
96  4 

10  18 

28  6 

10,011  18 


£  «.  d. 
19,969  16  3 

2,178   7  6 

8,100  11  10 
8,097  16  S 


1,168   7  7 


76,197  11  9 
9]81,896  18  4 
2,668  10  7 


4,988   0  6 
879   6  3 


1,264  17  4 


48,481   6  8 


160,636  0  6 


Amount  anthorised  to  be  applied  to- 
wards making  good  deficiencies  . . 

Pefloit  cha^eable  to  the   Vote  of 
Credit  FMoes  inUieUeditanaaMn 


£1,428,426   1  4 
161,900  17  10 

£1,376,636   3  6 


Digilized  by 


1886        ywvy  and  Army         (OOMMONBJ       Exftndihir*,  1883-8.  1886 


4.  SMctiMd,  That  it  appears  by  the  Anny  Ap-  > 

fiopriati^n  Accoant  for  th«  year  ended  3)it  ' 
arch  1883,  aa  foUowa,  to  :—  | 
(a.)  That  the  mmu  expended  for  certain  ' 
Army  Serrioea  exoeeded  the  Granti  for 
those  Serriees,  and  that  the  deficita  on 
such    Orantt    amoanted  together  to 
£934,418  bt.  74.  aa  shown  in  column  (a} 
of  the  Schednle  hereto  appended ; 
(b.)  That  the  sunu  received  in  respect  of 
Approptiattona  in  Aid  of  the  Qranta  for 
certain  Serrioea  fell  short  of  the  sums  . 
estimated,   and  that  such  deficiencies 
amounted  together  to  £36,886  0>.  2d.  as  | 
shown  in  colamn  (b)  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule ;  ! 
(c)  That  the  soma  recaiTed  in  reapect  of 
Appn^ziationi  in  Aid  ef  the  Gteaota  for 
oertain   oUier  Serrioea  exoeeded  the ' 


amonnta  estimated  by  the  total  mm  of 
££5,182  9*.  Id.  aa  shown  in  colamn  (c) 
of  the  aaid  appended  Schedule  ; 
(d.)  That  aorpluses  arose  on  the  Grants  for 
certain  Senicea,  and  that  such  aorplasas 
amoanted  together  to  £81,094  8«.  id.  as 
shown  in  eoliuim(d)  of  the  uid  appanded 
Schfldalfi. 

6.  Sttohed,  That  to  provide  in  part  tar  the 
first  two  above-mentioned  nma  (a)  and  (b)» 
amounting  together  to  £971,303  6«.  9d.  the 
CommiasionerB  of  Her  Uajesty's  Treaaory  have 

temporarily  authorised  the  application  of  the 
foanh  above-mentioned  sum  (d}  of  £81,094  8<.  3d. 
and  of  £36,886  0«.  2d.  oat  of  the  Uiird  above- 
mentioned  sums  of  £65,182  9i.  Id. 

6.  S4$olvid,  That  the  application  of  rach  soma 
be  aansticmed. 


BOHEDULE. 


YoteL 


Army  Serrioea,  1882  - 1, 
Votes. 


Fay  of  the  general  Staff, 
Be^mental  Pay  and  Al- 
lowances,    and  othei 
Charges 
Divine  ServioB  .. 
Administiation  of  Military 

Law  

Medical  Establishment  and 

Services 
MiUtia  Fny  and  Allow- 
ances 
Teomanry  Cavalry 
Volunteer  Corpa 
ArmyB«aerveForoe(inolud- 
ing  Enrolled  Pensioners) 
Commissariat,  Transpcnt, 
and  Ordnance  Store  Es- 
tablishments, Wages,  &c. 
Provitfcois,  Forage^  Fnel 
and  light,  l^xn^ort, 
fto. 

Clothing  Eatablishmenta, 
Services,  and  Supplies. . 
Supply,  Manofactore,  and 
Bepair  of  Warlike  and 

other  Stores  for  Land 
and  Sea  Service 
Superintending  Ertablish- 
ments  of  and  Bnendi- 
tnre  for  Works,  Build* 
ings,  and  Repairs  at 
Home  and  Abroad 
E^blisbments  for  Military 

Education 
Miacellaneotu  Effective 
Services 


Carried  forward 


Defiata  on 
Votes. 


Deficiency  of 
Recta,  buow 
Estimate. 


£  d. 


164,976  17  2 
3,637   9  8 


14,720  1  11 


63,746   7  11 

283,672  10  10 
211,8M  U  0 

116,963  12  8 


869,674  11  4 


*.  d. 


11   0  8 


2S,M1   0  8 


6,949  IS  7 
7,623  IS  lOl    876  18  7 


88,077  18  6 


(c.) 
Snrplus  of 
Beoeipta  above 
Estimate. 


£     *.  d. 

1,380   0  9 

291  11  4 

318  10  4 

6,044  13  7 

"i  10  6 

491   2  9 

417  18  10 

27,166   4  10 

3,769  16  6 


16,868   I  10 


64,2«i   6  2 


Sanlnieaoii 
Votes. 


1.361   0  11 


7,868  10  S 

2,381  19  10 

17.26a  17  9 

1,980  4  a 


i6,«18  0  1 
10.870   8  1 
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SOHEDULE— oon^MKMf. 


Votei. 

Army  SerrioM,  1882- S, 
YotM. 

(a) 

Deficits  on 
Votes. 

Defioienoy  of 
Reott.  below 
I^tiraate. 

Surplus  of 
Receipts  above 
Ertimate. 

Snrpliues  on 
Votes. 

&  ». 

d. 

&  >. 

&    1.  d. 

£  <. 

d. 

Brooffht  forward 

869,574  11 

4 

33,077  18 

6 

64,231    6  2 

68,818  16 

1 

16 

War  Office 

3,ro9  10 

1 

49   9  0 

17 

*  • 

fiSS  IB  10 

8,347  1 

6 

18 

Half  Pav 

Rfitirad  Fnll  PaT  Retired 
Pay^  Pbdbiodb  and  G^^a» 

■lu  liJL^Vt        VMJ*        lll^rl  ""'"fT 

Pnymentfl  allowed  by 
j^pny  Pim^iaBB  Oonuuifl* 

•• 

7  10  0 

14.188  3 

3 

19 

nonora.. 

a 

u 

0 

20 

^Vidow8*  PqcbIoils         •  • 

1,311  3 

1 

21 

Penrioiu  for  Woonds     • . 

1.866  7 

8 

23 

Uhftlsea  and  JCil  m  ai nliaip 

Hospital! 

47  11  0 

667  16 

3 

38 

Ont-Pensioiui    . . 

80,796  7 

8 

886  16  8 

24 

Superannuation  AJlow- 

oDces 

*• 

173   0  8 

2,281  13 

4 

20 

Hilitia,  Yeomanry  Caralry, 
and  Volunteer  Foroes, 

BetiredPay  .. 

2.440  18  11 

Ajnoont  written  off  as  iire- 

eoverable 

4^5  11 

8 

934,418  fi 

7 

36,886  0 

2 

66,182   9  1 

81,094  8 

8 

_ 


£971,303   6  9 

Amount  authorised  to  be  applied  towards 

making  good  defloiencies  ..      117,079  8  6 

Defidt  ohaTKeable  to  the  Vote  of  Credit 

Forces  m  the  Mediterranean       . .   £868,328  17  4 


BeiolatioiiB  to  be  reported  To-wwrrtw, 

House  a^oumed  at  five  minotes 
after  nirse  o'dook. 


HOUSE   OF  L0BD8, 
F^rUugj  Ui  Jugtuif  1884. 


MINTJTBS.]— PoBLio  BiLVS—Iint  Stadinj— 
Infants*  (337);  FobUc  Health  (Ireland) 
(Districts)  *  <238)  ;    Criminal  Lnuatios  * 

(239). 

S*»nd  JleotftNy— Expiring  Laws  Continuance  * 
(230) ;  Metropolitan  Aayloms  Board  (Bor- 
rowing Powers)*  (334). 

Omiirff(«»—Jei]Mr(— Prisons  *  (213);  Tnm^ke 
Acts  Continuance  *  (206) ;  PaUic  Works 
Loans*  (221) ;  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
(Money)  •(222). 

Rtpori—Tnuta  (Scotland)*  (309). 

Third  .SmAW— Contagions  Diseases  (Animals) 
Aety  1878  (Disteiots)*  (206),  and  p**ud. 


COLONIAL  NAVAL  DEFENCE  ACT,  1866 
-COLONIAL  WAR  VESSELS. 

QUEBTIOW. 

The  Eabl  of  ASHBTJBKHAM  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther an  Order  in  Counoil  ander  Section 
6.  of  Uie  Colonial  Naval  Defence  Act, 
1865,  ffiving  to  the  Yietorian  Teasels  of 
war  Viotorta,  Albert,  and  ChiU*r»  the 
status  of  ships  of  the  Bc^al  Navy,  vas 
issued  by  Her  Majesfy  under  his  advioe, 
and  on  conditions  specified  by  him ; 
whether  the  Law  Offioere  of  the  Crown 
have  advised  the  Admiralty  that  such 
vessels,  on  beinff  placed  at  Her  Majesty's 
disposal,  are  to  be  deemed  to  all  intents 
vessels  of  war  of  the  Boval  Navy,. and 

Digilized  by  VjOOQIC 


1389  C^UmMNavMt 


iLOBDSt 


IkftnM  Aa,  n^b.  1340 


woold  be  entitled  to  fly  the  whito 
ensign ;  whether  the  Qovernment  of 
Victoria,  through  ita  Agent  General,  did 
not  place  the  vessels  iu  question  at  Her 
Majesty's  disposal  on  the  15th  of  last 
January;  whether  the  naral  officer  in 
coDimand  at  Gibraltar  was  instructed  by 
the  Admiralty  to  order  -the  commandant 
of  these  vessels  to  haul  down  the  white 
ensign  when  he  arrived  there  on  his  way 
to  the  Bed  Sea,  on  the  ground  that  its 
assumption  was  premature ;  whether, 
after  the  Oooneil  held  on.  die  4th  of 
Manih,  the  Lorde  of  the  Admiralty 
requested  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
0(Uonies  to  move  the  Agent  General  for 
Yiotoria  to  communicate  with  the  com- 
mandant by  telegraph,  iuatruoting  him 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  Suakin,  and 
plaioe  the  Oolonial  Squadron  at  Admiral 
Hewett'a  disposal ;  whether,  this  having 
been  done,  and  the  vessels  having 
arrived  at  Suakin,  after  the  battle  of 
the  13th  of  March,  Admiral  Hewett  in- 
formed the  commandant  that  they  would 
not  now  be  required  and  might  proceed 
to  Melbourne,  at  the  same  time  express- 
ing his  thanks  for  their  presence  at 
Suakin;  whether  the  Admiralty  have 
since  declared  that  they  never  in  any 
way  accepted  the  services  of  the  vessels, 
that  the  Order  in  Council  has  conferred 
no  statos  upon  them  aa  ships  of  the  Boyal 
Navy,  and  have  lefosed  to  instroct  the 
navfu  offloera  in  command  at  Ceylon  and 
on  the  Australian  station  to  authorize 
them  to  resume  the  white  ensign ;  and 
if,  in  view  of  the  obviously  inoperative 
character  of  an  Act  intended  to  en- 
courage the  Colonies  to  estabUsh  local 
squadrons  to  co-operate  with  the  Boyal 
Navy,  he  will  lay  the  correspondence 
with  the  Agent  General  for  Victoria  and 
the  Colonial  Office  on  the  Table,  with  a 
view  to  its  amendment  ?  In  putting  the 
Question  as  he  had,  he  thought  he  had 
•ufficient  reason  to  think  that,  in  their 
conduct  in  this  matter,  the  Government 
seemed  to  show  an  indifference  to  the 
interests  of  the  Empire,  which  contrasted 
in  a  strange  manner  witib,  their  devotion 
to  Party  peptics.  They  desired  a  great 
deal  more  to  advance  those  politics  than 
to  do  anything  that  mi^ht  increase  the 
well-being  of  the  Colonies  as  regarded 
their  relations  with  the  Mother  Country. 

The  Eabl  op  NOETHBBOOK,  in  re- 
ply, said,  he  should  not  attempt  to  fol- 
low the  last  observation  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Karl  of  Ashbumham), 

Th»  £arl  of  Athbun^m 


but  would  confine  himself  to  the  Ques- 
tion put  to  him  ;  and,  in  the  first  place, 
he  begged  to  assure  the  noble  Earl  and 
their  Lordships  generally  that  it  was 
entirely  a  misapprehension  to  suppose 
that  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  or  any 
naval  officer  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
for  a  single  moment  intended  to  act  vitih 
any  discourtesy  to  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment of  Victoria,  or  in  any  way  to  dis- 
courage them  in  their  most  admirable 
efiEorts  to  supply  themselves  with '  ships 
of  war.   Ever  since  they  took  up  tms 
question  of  providing  naval  forces,  tiiere 
was  nothinff  that  toe  Board  of  Adnd- 
ralty  ooold  do  that  they  had  not  done  to 
assist  them  in  every  way ;  and  they  had 
lent  them  some  of  their  beet  officers.  He 
thought  he  had  better  give  the  facts  of 
the  case  iu  his  own  way,  without  refer- 
enoe  to  the  form  in  which  the  Question 
was  put.    Last  year  the  Victorian  Gt>- 
vemment  built  in  this  country  three 
vessels —  VUtoriay  a  gun  vessel ;  Albtrt,  a 
gunboat ;   ChUtUrt,  a  torpedo  vessel. 
These  vessels  were  intended  to  be  ves- 
sels of  war.   In  dealing  with  vessels  of 
this  kind,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  oould 
only  act  according  to  law,  and  it  was 
quite  out  of  the  power  of  the  Admiralty 
to  create  Oolonial  vessels  of  war.  The 
law  on  the  point  was  contained  in  the 
Oolonial  Nanl  Defence  Act,  186d, 
whioh,  in  the  8rd  section  gave  power 
to  a  Colony  to  establish,  maintain,  and 
use  a  vessel  or  vessels  of  war,  subject 
to  such  conditions  as  Her  Majesty  in 
Council  might  from  time  to  time  ap- 
prove.   Their  Lordships  would  see  that 
to  constitute  a  vessel  built  by  a  Colony 
a  ship  of  war  it  was  indispensable  that 
there  should  be  an  Order  in  Council.  As 
respected  the  ensign  borne  by  these  ves- 
sels, that  was  determined  by  the  Queen's 
Begulatiotts  and  Admiralty  Instructions 
which  were  issued  in  1879,  which  laid  it 
down  that  Colonial  vessels  of  war  should 
wear  a  blue  ensign  and  pendant.  In 
January  last  the  Agent  General  of  Vic- 
toria applied  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
for  an  Order  in  Council  to  place  tiiese 
vess^  under  another  section  of  the  Act 
—the  6th  section.   That  section  autho- 
rized the  Admiralty  to  accept  any  offer 
made  by  a  Colony  to  plaoe  at  their  dis- 
posal any  vessels  of  war,  and  snoh  Te»* 
sels  would  be  deemed  vessels  <^  the 
Boyal  Navy.  When  this  application  was 
made   the  Admiralty  considered  the 
matter,  and  they  thought  it.deairable  to 
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oonsnlt  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown, 
and  they  adrised  that  the  6th  section 
only  anthorized  the  Crown  to  accept, 
for  Imperial  purpoaes,  TesBels  already 
legally  exiatdng  as  Colonial  ships  of  war. 
It  was  clear,  therefore,  that  a  $fatiu 
must  first  be  obtained  under  Section  3 
before  the  vessels  could  come  under  Sec- 
tion 6,  and  that  there  must  be  an  Order 
in  Council  before  the  Admiralty  could 
accept  their  aervioes.  The  Colonial  Go- 
vernment had  not  applied  for  this  Order 
in  Council  under  Section  3,  and,  there- 
fore, the  services  of  the  vessels  could  not 
be  accepted  under  Section  6.  In  the 
meantime,  the  vessels  had  gone  to  sea, 
and,  by  some  misapprehension,  they  flew 
the  white  ensign  and  pendant  as  ships 
of  war  in  Her  Majesty's  Service.  It 
therefore  became  neceaaary  for  the  ofhcer 
at  GKbraltar  to  ask  by  what  authority 
that  was  done,  and  he  asked  that  by 
orders  firom  home.  There  was  nothing 
approaching  an  insult,  and  everything 
was  done  in  the  most  courteous  manner. 
The  Instruotions  laid  down  the  ensign 
to  be  borne  hy  Colonial  vessels  of  war. 
Nothing  could  be  more  courteous  than 
the  way  in  which  the  conmiunioation  was 
made.  As  soon  as  the  defect  in  the 
position  of  these  veasela  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Victorian  Government,  ap- 
plication was  made  for  an  Order  in 
Council  to  constitute  these  vessels  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  application  was,  at  the 
same  time,  made  by  Her  Majesty  for 
the  authority  necessary,  under  the  6th 
section,  to  enable  the  Admiralty  to  ac- 
cept the  Bervioea  of  these  ships.  Both 
Governments,  therefore,  took  immediate 
steps  to  remedy  the  defect  and  to  allow 
these  vessels,  if  necessary,  to  be  em- 
ployed as  Her  Majesty's  vessels.  This 
Order  was  passed  on  the  4th  of  March  ; 
but,  by  that  time,  the  vessels  had  left 
the  country,  and,  ia  the  meantime,  the 
Agent  General  for  Viotoria  offered  their 
serrioes  in  the  Bed  Sea.  It  was  then 
the  time  when  operations  were  going  on 
in  the  Suez  Canal ;  and  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment was  desirous,  if  their  services 
were  required,  that  they  should  be 
offered.  An  answer  was  at  once  given 
to  the  Agent  General,  requesting  him 
to  instruct  the  officer  commanding  the 
vessels  to  communicate  with  Sir  William 
Hewett  on  their  arrival,  so  that,  if  it  was 
found  they  were  in  want  of  vessels  in 
the  Bed  Sea,  he  might  accept  the  ser- 
▼ioes  ot  those  towoIi.  They  airived  in 


the  Bed  Sea,  and  when  they  arrived 
there  happened  to  be  plenty  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  ships  there  for  alt  purposes  neces- 
sary, for  the  House  would,  of  oonrse, 
recollect  that  Osman  Digna  had  no  ships, 
and,  therefore,  tkexe  were  absolutely  no 
naval  services  to  perform,  so  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  voyage  to  Australia. 
After  that,  the  Agent  General  of  Vic- 
toria made  a  communication  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  inquired  if  the  vessels 
might  fly  the  white  ensign  and  pendant. 
The  Government  were  absolutely  bound 
by  law  in  the  matter.  The  proper  ensign 
and  pendant  of  these  vessels  was  blue, 
with  the  badge  of  the  Colony.  He 
might  add,  that  this  distinctive  flag  for 
Colonial  vessels  of  war  had  been  com- 
municated to  all  foreign  nations.  He 
could  not  understand  that  there  could  be 
any  misapprehension  in  this  matter  as 
soon  as  the  somewhat  complicated  legal 
questions  were  explained.  He  could  as- 
sure the  noble  Earl  oppo»te  that  there 
had  not  been,  from  the  first,  the  very 
lightest  idea  of  casting  any  idur  of  any 
kind  or  sort  upon  the  Victorian  ships ; 
the  Admiralty  had  simply  followed  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  There  was  nothing 
they  felt  a  greater  interest  in,  or  greater 
concern  for,  than  to  encourage  the  Co- 
lonies of  Australia  to  proceed  in  the  pa- 
triotic and  laudable  course  they  were 
following  now  of  providing  themselves 
with  an  efficient  Navy. 

Lord  BRABOURNE  said,  that  he 
never  imagined  that  any  slur  was  in- 
tended to  be  cast  upon  the  Victorian 
Government ;  but,  in  matters  of  such 
delicacy  and  importance,  the  greatestcare 
ought  to  be  taken  to  avoid  even  the 
slightest  misunderstanding  arising  in 
the  minds  of  tho  Colonists.  He  was, 
therefore,  glad  the  question  had  been  at 
onoe  brou^t  before  Parliament  by  his 
noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Ashbumliam), 
so  that  it  had  not  had  time  to  fester  into 
a  grievance  painM  to  both  sides.  With- 
out going  into  the  legal  authorities  of 
the  question,  the  explanation  was  satis- 
factory. In  future,  it  would  be  desirable, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstand- 
ing, pains  should  be  taken  to  ascertain 
what  the  Order  in  Council  provided  for. 

After  some  remarks  from  Ihe  Earl  of 

Wbmtss, 

Thb  Eabi.  of  ASHBUBNHAM  said, 
that  he  was  very  well  satisfied,  and  be 
had  no  doubt  that  the  Colonial  C 
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ment  would  be  eguallj  Batiafied,  with  the 
disonseion  that  had  taken  place.  He 
would,  however,  point  out  to  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Nortbbrook) 
that  he  had  omitted  to  answer  the  con- 
cluding paragraph  of  the  Question. 

The  Eael  of  NORTHBEOOK  said, 
it  would  not  be  well  to  lay  the  Corre- 
spondence npott  the  Table,  as  it  con- 
tained reference  to  other  matters. 

THE    NEW  PUBLIC  OFFICES  —  THE 
DESIGNS  FOE  NEW  ADMIRALTY 
AND  WAR  OFFICE. 
QUBSITOS.  OBSEBTATIOirS. 

Thb  Earl  of  "WEHTSS  asked  Her 
Majesty's  Qoremment, If  they  will  cause 
a  model  of  the  selected  design  for  the 
War  OflBoe  and  Admiralty  to  be  made 
and  publicly  exhibited  ?  He  asked  for 
this  because  the  only  way  of  judging  of 
the  e£Fect  of  a  building  was  from  a 
model.  Drawings,  as  anyone  conTorsant 
with  such  matters  well  knew,  were  very 
deceptive.  Further,  in  this  case,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  new  building  should 
harmonize  with  the  Horse  Guards  and 
its  surroundings ;  and  this  could  only 
properly  be  judged  of  by  having  the 
whole  of  the  buildings,  old  as  well  as 
new,  shown  upon  the  model.  Now,  he 
must  again  ask  his  noble  Friend  what 
bad  become  of  the  large  model  that,  in 
Sir  Henty  Ijayard's  time,  had  been  made 
of  all  that  part  of  London  where  our 
public  buildup  and  offices  were  situated, 
with  a  view  to  showing  upon  it  any  new 
building  or  alteration  it  was  proposed 
to  erect  or  make  ?  His  noble  Friend  had 
informed  him,  on  two  previous  occa- 
sions, that  this  model,  which  was  as 
large  as  the  Table  in  the  centro  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  could  not  be  found; 
but  he  hoped  further  search  for  it  had 
proved  successful,  and  that  they  might 
hope  to  see  it  utilized  on  this  occasion. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  designs  for  the 
new  Admiralty  and  War  Office  were 
being  exhibited  in  Spring  Gardens  to 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
but  be  thought  they  should  be  exhibited 
in  some  public  place,  in  order  that  all 
those  persons  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  matter  might  inspect  them,  and  be 
able  to  ofifer  their  criticisms. 

Visooxnrr  BAHRINGTON  asked,  with 
reference  to  Mr.  Pearson's  plans  for  the 
restoration  of  Westminster  Hall,  whe- 
ther the  flying  buttresses  would  be  ob- 

Th9  Earl  ^  Mhiurnham 


Bcured  ?  They  were  of  great  interest ; 
and.  as  shown  in  the  plans  now  being 
exhibited,  he  was  afraid  they  would  be 
almost  entirely  concealed.  He  therefore 
wished  to  know  whether  those  plans  had 
been  definitely  adopted  ? 

LoED  SUDELEY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  was,  at  present,  consi- 
dering the  advisability  of  haviujg  a  model 
made  to  represent  tbe  plans  of  the  new 
public  buildings,  which  uad  been  selected 
by  the  judges.  It  was  a  question  how 
far  that  model  should  be  made  on  the 

g resent  scale  of  drawings ;  but  the  First 
bmmissioner  hoped  to  be  able  to  con- 
struot  a  model  during  the  autumn.  The 
old  model  plan,  showing  both  buildings 
and  sites,  that  had  been  made  many 
years  ago,  when  Mr.  Layard  was  in 
Office,  when  the  new  Public  Offices  were 
being  considered,  and  which  had  the 
Horse  Guards  and  many  other  public 
buildings  shown  upon  it,  was  on  a  veiy 
small  scale,  although  it  covered  a  large 
area.  If  the  proposal  made  by  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss)  was 
adopted,  and  a  model  constructed  of  the 
new  buildings,  to  place  upon  it,  in  lieu 
of  the  old  designs,  it  would  undoubtedly 
show  its  position  as  respected  the  Horse 
Guards,  but'  only  on  a  very  small  scale. 
That  would  necessitate  reducing  consi- 
derably tixascaleof  the  present  drawings, 
and  it  was  a  question  whether,  if  the 
expense  was  to  be  incurred,  it  would  not 
be  better  expended  on  a  lurge  soale 
model,  without  reference  to  the  old 
ground  plan  model.  That  old  model, 
which  had  been  made  some  years  ago, 
and  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
lost,  had  only  been  mielaid,  having  been 
discovered  at  South  Kensington,  where' 
it  still  remained.  It  would  be  preserved, 
and  would  be  placed  in  some  convenient 
room ;  and  if  the  noble  Earl  would  meet 
the  First  Commissioner  when  it  was 
ready,  he  would  be  very  happy  to  con- 
sider with  him  how  his  suggestion  could 
best  be  carried  out.  As  to  the  point  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  had  alluded,  as  to 
the  drawings  being  thrown  open  for  pub- 
lic inspection,  he  belived  that  next  week 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  people 
seeing  them ;  but  this  week  it  had  been 
limited  to  Members  of  both  Houses,  and 
the  various  societies.  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Tisconnt  opposite  (Yiscount  Bar- 
rington),  he  had  only  to  say  that  tiie 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  had  al- 
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ready  etatett,  in  "another  place,"  that 
the  general  plan  of  Afr.  Pearson  for  re- 
storing the  West  front  ot  Westminster 
Hall  had  heen  definitely  decided  on,  and 
a  small  Vote  had  heen  submitted,  so 
that  the  work  might  be  commenced  this 
autnmn.  It  was  most  desirable  that  the 
old  Norman  wall  should  not  be  exposed 
to  another  winter.  There  were  some 
minor  points  still  left  open,  and  among 
these  the  question  of  raising  the  towers 
at  the  North  end,  and  whether  the  cor- 
ridor along  the  West  front  should  be  an 
open  one  or  not.  Mr.  Pearson  attached 
much  importance  to  its  being  open,  and 
used  for  carriages ;  but  it  was  possible 
that  it  might  be  advisable  to  use  it  as  a 
gallery  for  rooms.  No  money  would  be, 
however,  asked  for  the  purpose  this 
year.  The  flying  buttresses  would  not 
be  hid.  The  proposed  gallery  and  rlois- 
ter  would  be  inside  the  buttresses,  which 
would  stand  out  six  feet,  and  also  be 
Tuible  above  the  gallery. 

The  Eabl  or  WEMTSS  said,  he  was 
greatly  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord  and 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  for 
their  consideration. 

KEPBBSENTATION  OP  THE  PEOPLE 
BILL. 

nOTTCE  OF  QUESTION. 

The  Eabl  of  HEDESDALE  (Chair- 
ICAN  of  CoUMiXTBRs) :  My  Lords,  I  be^c 
to  give  Notice  that  on  Tuesday  I  shall 
ask^  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government,  in  accordance  with  the 
strongly  expressed  wish  of  this  House, 
and  l£e  precedents  of  other  Beform  Bills, 
to  introduce  proper  provisions  for  redis- 
tribution in  the  Bepresentation  of  the 
People  Bill  in  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament? 

House  R4}otumed  at  half  past  Five  o'clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
IHtUy,  Ut  Augvtt,  1884. 


MIinjTES.]  —  SaLECT  OomrrmB—Seport— 
Agrioultnral  Labourers  (Ireland)  TNo.  3I7J. 

Supply — eonaiitrtd in  Committoe—Cthi. Sbbvioe 
Emtimatbs — Class  III. — L&w  and  Justicb— 
Votes  27,  30,  and  31— Class  IV. -Educa- 
TioK,  BojiHos,  Am  Aet— Votos  4  to  7. 

VOL.  OOXCI.   [thibd  BfiiUEs.] 


Seiolutioru  [Jnly  31]  reporttd. 
Public  Bills— ClMisnVfw—Xqwrf  —  Sapreme 

Court  of  Jadtcatare  Amendment  [3071. 
Third  Reading  —  Eevenue,  &c.*  [300],  and 
pataed. 

Withdrawn— EoMt'Xai^ajx  TJnolaimecl  Stocks* 
[369.] 

PRIVATE  BuaiNMaa. 


PARLIAMENT-STANUTNG  0RDEE8— 
AMENDMENTS. 

Mb.  HOLMS  said,  he  proposed,  at 
the  request  of  the  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  (Sir 
Arthur  Otway),  to  more  a  series  of 
alterations  in  reference  to  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  Private  Bills.  He 
would  propose,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
move,  in  Standing  Order  No.  1,  2nd 
Class,  after  "  Street,"  to  insert— "  Sub- 
way, to  be  used  for  the  conTeyance  of 
passengers,  animals,  or  goods,  in  car- 
riages, or  trucks,  drawn  or  propelled  on 
rails."  The  alterations  were  merely 
formal. 

Standing  Order,  No.  1,  2nd  Class, 
read. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said 
Standing  Order,  by  inserting,  after  the 
word  "  street,"  the  word^~ 

"  Subway,  to  be  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
paasengen,  animals,  or  floods,  in  carriages,  or 
trucks,  drawn  or  propelltul  on  rails." — (.Mr. 
Molmt.) 

Question  proposed,  * '  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  EDWAED  WATKIN  said,  he 
would  make  an  appeal  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Holms)  to  allow  a  little 
more  time  for  the  consideration  of  the 
proposed  Amendment  of  the  Standing 
Orders.  It  was  altogether  impossible 
for  hon.  Members  who  were  in  attend- 
ance in  their  places  until  3  or  4  o'clock 
in  the  mnrning  to  appear  in  the  Hoose 
again  at  half-past  3  in  the  afternoon  to 
consider  a  series  of  proposals  which,  for 
aught  the;  knew,  might  effect  an  entire 
revolution  in  the  existing  Standing 
Orders  relating  to  Private  Business.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
object  to  a  postponement  of  the  discus- 
sion, which,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  a  most  reasonable  request. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  supported  the 
appeal  of  the  hon.  Baronpt  the  Member 
for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward  Watkin).  He 
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(Mr.  "Warton)  was  altogether  opposed 
to  undue  haste  in  legielation.  He  was 
quite  willing  to  accept  the  statement  of 
tne  hon.  Qentleman  (Mr.  Holms)  that 
these  alterations  were  only  of  a  formal 
character ;  hut  even  formal  things  were 
sometimes  improper.  He  scarcely  thought 
it  was  proper  to  lay  before  the  House 
proposals  for  the  wholesale  alteration  of 
the  Standini^  Orders  without  eren  allow- 
ing as  much  as  a  day  for  oonRidering 
their  effect.  If  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hythe  would  divide  the  House  against 
the  consideration  of  these  Amendments 
now,  he  (Mr.  Warton)  would  support 
him. 

Sir  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  know  whether,  as  the  further 
proceeding  with  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  Holms) 
was  objected  to,  it  must  not,  SB  a  matter 
of  necessity,  stand  over  ? 

Me.  8PEAKEB :  These  proposals  do 
not  oome  under  the  Standing  Orders 
which  apply  to  opposed  Private  Bills. 

Sib  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  that, 
under  those  circumstances,  he  would 
ioin  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  in  going  to  a 
Diviaioii  ix  neoessezy.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney 
(Mr.  Holms)  would  not  force  the  House 
to  take  such  a  course. 

Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  that 
one  part  of  the  proposed  alterations 
stood  in  his  name ;  and  it  had  reference 
to  artizans'  and  labourers'  dwellings. 
The  objet  t  was  simply  to  render  opera- 
tive certain  Rules  which  had  been  passed 
by  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  Motion  of 
liord  Salisbury. 

Mb.  warton  rose  to  Order.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  in  Order  in  referring  to  a 
Motion  which  he  had  down  upon  the 
Paper,  which  related  to  another  subject, 
and  did  not  apply  at  all  to  the  Motion 
they  were  now  dis'-UBsing? 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  apprehend  that  all 
the  new  Standing  Orders  hang  fme  upon 
another  in  such  connection  that  it  would 
be  for  the  oonvenience  of  the  House  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  to  state 
his  view  of  the  matter. 

Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
had  been  about  to  state  that  the  Motion 
relating  to  the  Standing  Orders,  which 
appeared  in  his  name  upon  the  Paper, 
especially  those  which  applied  to  artizans' 
and  labourers'  dwellings,  were  suggestedi 

Mr.  Warton 


after  a  great  deal  of  evidence  had  bees 
S^ven  on  the  subject,  by  the  senior  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham  (Mr.  Hibbert).  They 
were  put  in  shape,  in  the  first  place,  by 
his  hon.  Friend ;  but  they  had  been  a 
good  deal  amended,  in  accordance  with 
suggestions  made  by  Lord  Salisbury. 
The  agents  for  Private  Bills  had  been 
seen  by  Lord  Salisbury  on  the  subject, 
and  these  proposals  had  already  been 
assented  to  oy  the  House  of  Lords  with- 
out a  Division. 

Sib  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  say  one  word  by  way  of  ex- 
planation. The  Standing  Orders  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  had  spoken  of — those  relating  to 
workmen's  dwellings — were  very  good 
Standing  Orders,  and  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  support  them.  But  that  was 
not  the  point.  The  point  was  whether 
it  was  really  business  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  at  half-past  3  in 
the  afternoon,  something  which  had  not 
been  seen  by  any  one  of  the  various  in- 
terests affected,  and  to  force  it  to  a  deci- 
sion? These  Standing  Orders  affscted 
many  hundreds  of  millions  of  money 
vested  in  tramways  and  railways,  and 
all  he  asked  for  was  delay,  so  tiiat  the 
public  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posals was.     

LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  trusted  the  House  would  not 
listen  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward 
Watkin).  These  Standing  Orders  had 
now  been  before  the  public  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  an  ample  opportunity 
had  been  afforded  to  the  railway  in- 
terest, which  the  hon.  Member  repre- 
sented, to  the  prejudice  of  the  public, 
for  considering  what  effect  they  would 
be  likely  to  have.  They  had  already 
been  before  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
might  have  been  opposed  there,  if  neces- 
sary. It  was  perfectly  clear  that  if  the 
railway  interest  was  likely  to  be  affected 
in  any  war  by  theee  Standing  Orders, 
they  would  have  had  a  lively  oppositiou 
from  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Hythe;  but  the  House  had  never  shown 
any  disposition,  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
to  be  in  the  smallest  degree  affected  by 
the  opinions  which  might  be  entertained 
by  the  hon.  Baronet.  He  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill),  therefore,  hoped  the 
House  would  not  listen  to  the  insidious 
proposal  of  the  hon.  BaKmet  to  obstract 
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and  delay  tlie  formal  carrying  of  these 

Eroposala,  which  vould  have  a  most 
eneficial  effect  upon  the  interestB  of 
the  working  olaases. 

Sia  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  explain  that  he  had  not  op- 
posed the  proposals  of  the  Hon.  Member 
for  Hacknej  (Mr,  Holms)  in  any  way. 

LoHD  SANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  did  not  know  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  was  entitled  to  address  the 
House  twice. 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Baronet, 
having  already  spoken,  has  forfeited  his 
right  to  speak  agun. 

Hb.  holms  said,  the  matter  had 
been  very  fully  considered  by  the  House 
of  Lords.  During  the  present  Session 
certain  Bills  had  been  passed,  which  per- 
mitted subways  to  be  used  as  railways  ; 
and  the  only  object  of  these  Standing 
Orders  was  to  explain  clearly  to  the 
public  that  that  was  intended.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  much  necessity  for 
any  protracted  deliberation. 

Question  put,  and  agr»»d  to;  words 
tnurUd  accordingly. 

Standing  Order  No.  6  read. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add  at  the 
end  thereof,  the  words — 

"  The  Notices  shall  also  state  what  power  it 
is  intended  to  employ  for  moving  carriages  or 
trucks  upoa  the  Tramway." — {Mr,  Holmt.) 

Question  proposed,  *' That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mb,  WARTON  said,  that  as  there  was 
now  another  question  before  the  House, 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Wood- 
stock (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  would 
not  he  entitled  to  object  to  hioi,  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  speaking  twice  on 
the  same  question.  He  had  no  personal 
interest  in  the  matter.  His  only  interest 
was  in  seeing  the  Business  of  the  House 
duly  conducted ;  and  he  thought  that 
fair  time  should  be  afforded  for  tlie  con- 
sideration of  any  proposal,  so  that  the 
House  might  really  know  what  th<-y 
were  about.  Hon.  Members  who  had 
not  got  the  Standing  Orders  before 
them  would  not  have  the  slightest  idea 
what  the  effect  of  these  alterations  might 
be.  He  did  not  say  a  word  against  the 
proposals;  they  might  all  of  them  be 
TOTj  excellent ;  they  might  do  things 
that  were  probably  for  the  good  of  the 
general  public;  but  he  did  not  think 
uat  was  enough  to  justify  the  House  in 


passing  these  wholesale  Amendments 
without  having  first  been  afforded  ade- 
quate time  for  considering  their  effect. 

Sib  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  say  a  word,  as  there  was  now 
another  Motioji  before  the  House.  It 
was  altogether  inaccurate  to  say  that 
every  hon.  Member  must  know  the 
nature  and  effect  of  the  alteration  now 
proposed.  The  Amendment  now  under 
consideration  was  one  which  had  as  yet 
been  before  nobody,  and  hitherto  there 
had  been  no  discussion  upon  it.  01 
course,  the  Standing  Orders  in  relation 
to  artizans  and  labourers'  dwellings  had 
been  before  the  public,  and  its  effect 
was  obvious  and  well  known  to  every- 
body. This  Standing  Order  was  not  in 
the  same  position,  and  it  was  only  a 
reasonable  request  that  its  consideration 
should  be  postponed.  In  making  that 
request,  he  was  certainly  not  disposed 
to  be  intimidated  by  the  would-be  Leader 
and  enfant  UrrihU  of  the  Conservative 
Party. 

Mb.  holms  said,  he  would  only  say 
in  support  of  the  Motion  that  its  only 
object  was  to  make  the  Standing  Order 
perfectly  clear. 

Sib  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  these  pro- 
posals until  Monday, 

Question  put,  and  a;r««I  U;  words 
added  accordingly. 

Remaining  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Orders  be 
Standing  Orders  of  this  House. 

QirBSTIONS. 


IRELAND  — THE  QTTEEN'S  CX)LLEGE. 
GALWAY-MR.  CHABLE8  GEISSLER, 
PROFESSOR  OF  MODERN 
LANGUAGES. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Seore- 
tftry  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  academic  degree  did  Mr.  Oharles 
Geissler  hold  when  lie  was  appointed  to 
the  Chair  of  Modern  Languages,  in 
Queen's  College,  Qalway ;  what  steps 
did  the  authorities  of  Queen's  College, 
Oalway,  and  those  responsible  for  the 
appointments  in  the  Queen's  Colleges, 
take  to  a^'cerlain  whether  Mr.  Charles 
Qeissler  was  properly  quuliffud  to  fulGI 
the  duties  ox  a  Professor,  in  Modem 
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Langnages,  and  whether  the  academio 
degree  asstuned  by  Mr.  Charles  Qeinnler 
was  a  bona  fide  degree;  in  what  Uoi- 
Tersity  did  Mr.  Charles  Geissler  graduate 
and  take  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Philo- 
logy; and  were  any  documents  sub- 
mitted to  the  President  of  Queea's  Col- 
lege, Qalvay,  showing  that  Mr.  Charles 
Oeimler  was  not  a  bona  fide  Doctor  in 

PhiloloCT  ?  

M&.  TBEVELTAN:  Mr.  Geissler, 
when  appointed  to  the  Ohair  of  Modem 
Luiguages,  held  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Philology  in  the  UniTeraity  of  Got- 
tingen.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Pro- 
fessorship at  Gal  way  in  November,  1868, 
by  the  then  Government,  after  consulta- 
tioQ  with  the  late  President  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  presumably  after  full  consi- 
deration of  his  testimonials.  The  present 
President,  Dr.  Moffatt,  informs  me  that 
he  is  aware  tbat  bis  Predecessor  insti- 
tuted most  oareful  inquiries  as  to  Dr. 
Geissler's  abilities  and  character,  and 
that  he  was  assured  by  some  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  Ireland,  among 
whom  were  the  late  Kev.  Dr.  Todd. 
8.F.T.O.D.,  the  late  Dr.  Lottner.  and 
Proteasor  Meisner,  of  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  and  others,  that  he  was  emi- 
nently qualified  for  tiie  Chair  of  Modem 
Language,  the  testimony  of  these  gen- 
tlemen in  his  favour  being  exceptionally 
strong.  Many  years  ago  a  letter  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  late 
President  and  the  Council  of  the  Col- 
lie, which  stated  that  Professor  Geiss- 
ler  had  not  obtained  the  degree  he 
claimed.  This  allegation  was  carefully 
investigated  at  the  time  by  the  late  Pre- 
sident, who  subsequently  stated  that  the 
Professor  had  submitted  documents  to 
him  which  proved  that  he  had  taken  the 
degree, 

M&.  HEALT  asked  whether  inquiries 
had  been  made  at  Gottingen  ? 

Mb.  TKEVELYAN  said,  he  was  not 
aware.  Professor  Geissldr  was  at  pre- 
sent abroad. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)-THE 
KING'S  CO.  AND  CO.  TIPPERART. 
Ma.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  names  of  several  gentle- 
men resident  in  Itoscrea  and  its  rioinity 
were  recommended  by  the  priests  and 
people  of  the  district  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
oellor  as  suitable  for  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace ;  and,  if  any  action  has  yet 


been  taken  with  regard  to  their  appoint- 
ment thereto  ? 

Me.  TREVELTAN  :  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor informs  me  that  such  representa- 
tions have  been  received,  and  that  he 
has  been  in  correspondence  thereon  with 
the  Lieutenants  of  the  King's  County 
and  the  county  of  Tipperary  with  respect 
to  them ;  but  they  hare  not  as  yet  been 
finally  disposed  <d. 

THE  UAGISTRAOT  (IRELAKD)— HB. 
KELLT,  Q.C.,  COUNTY  COURT 
JTOGE  FOB  CLARE. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  explanation  Mr.  Kelly,  <XG., 
County  Court  J udge  for  Clare,  hu  given 
the  Lords  Justices  for  his  conduct  to- 
wards a  jnror  in  his  Court  ? 

Ma.  TREVELTAN :  Sir,  the  County 
Court  Judge  states  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  juror  referred  to  improperly  inter- 
fered with  the  prosecution  at  a  Ume 
and  in  a  manner  which  was  not  war- 
ranted. This  was  a  matter  entirely  for 
the  County  Court  Judge  to  determine, 
and  he  was  bound  to  stop  such  inter- 
ference if  it  was  improper  as  he  assarts 
it  was.  The  Lords  Justices  have  ac- 
cepted Mr.  Kelly's  explanation  as  satis- 
factory. 

LAW  AND  JQSTICE  (IRELAND) -DYING 
DECLARATIONS— CASE  OF  THE 
B^)THEB9  DELAHUNTY. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Judge  who 
tried  the  case  has  been  given  with  re- 
gard to  the  importance  of  a  dying  de- 
uaration  made  relative  to  the  conviction 
of  the  brothers  Delaliunty  at  Onrk 
Winter  Assizes  1882? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  The  learned 
Judge  has  not  yet  expressed  an  opinion 
on  the  case,  which  is  still  before  him. 
He  telegraphs  to-day  that  he  will  send 
the  Papers  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. When  they  arriTe  they  will  be 
carefully  conaiderea. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
DUBLIN  SANDALS— UR. 
BOYLE,  J.P. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  warrant  has  been  issued 
against  Mr.  B.  Boyle,  J.P,,  stockbn^cer, 
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in  oonneotion  with  the  Dublin  scandals ; 
has  he  fled  from  justice ;  and,  is  he  to  be 
allowed  to  zemain  in  the  Oommission  of 

the  Peace?  

Ub.  TBEVELTAK  :  I  am  informed 
that  a  warrant  in  this  case  has  beea 
issued ;  but  that  it  has  not  been  exe- 
cuted, as  Mr.  Bojle  has  left  the  coun- 
try. 

Ifn.  HKALY :  The  Govemment  are, 
of  course,  aware  that  Ifr.  Boyle  holds  a 
stockbroker's  warrant  ? 

Mb-TREVELYAN:  Tes.  The  whole 
of  the  oircnmstances  are  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

GBIME  AND  OUTRAOE  (IRELAND)— 
ATTACK  ON  THE  SALVATION  ARMY 
AT  UOOTEHILL,  CO.  CAVAN. 
Mr.  BERE8F0ED  asked  the  Chief 
Becretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  attack  made  by  a  riotous 
mob  on  a  number  of  members  of 
the  Salvation  Army  in  the  town  of 
Cootehill,  connty  Cavan,  Ireland,  on 
22nd  May,  1884,  in  the  presence  of  the 
head  constable  and  other  constables  of 
the  local  force  of  the  Boyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary ;  whether,  on  the  following 
Sunday,  several  hundred  persons  again 
assembled  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing the  Salvation  Army,  but  were  pre- 
vented doing  so  by  Captain  Mans6eld, 
B.M.  and  a  lai^  force  of  police ;  and, 
whether  the  Government  intend  to  pro- 
secute the  ringleaders  of  the  mob,  who 
are  well  known  to  the  police  ? 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN  :  The  matter  has 
not  previously  been  Rpecially  under  my 
notice  ;  but  I  have  a  Keport  now,  from 
which  I  find  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  disturbaoces  which  occurred  on  the 
22nd  of  May  were  fully  before  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland,  who  decided  not  to  direct 
any  prosecutions.  It  is  true  that  on 
occasions  subsequent  to  the  22nd  of  May 
further  disturbance  was  apprehended, 
and  police  arrangements  were  made  ac- 
cordingly. My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
acted  on  the  well-advised  opinion  of  the 
Sessional  Crown  SaUcitor. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1881— 
CLAUSE  19  —  LOANS  FOR  LABOUR- 
ERS' COTTAGES. 

OoLOHSLCOIiTHUKST  asked  theChief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutoiant  of 


Ireland,  Whether  he  will  suraest  to 
the  Land  Commissioners  to  inwide  in 
their  Beport  of  Fnweedings  (furnished 
monthly)  the  number  of  orders  made 
under  Clause  19,  Land  Act,  lt>81,  for 
the  building  or  repair  of  Ubourers'  oot- 
tasres  ? 

"Mb-TREVELYAN:  The  Land  Com- 
missioners have  drawn  my  attention  to 
the  fact  that  information  on  this  subject 
is  given  in  their  monthly  Betums  of 
judicial  rents.  They  do  not  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  attempt  to  include 
this  detail  in  their  monthly  Betum  of 
proceedings — the  issue  of  whi(^  would 
be  greatly  delayed  thereby. 

PEACE  PRESERVATION  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1881  — POLICE  HUT  AT  RATH- 
GORMACK,  CO.  WATERFORD. 
Mb.  LEAMY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  police  hut  was  erected  in  the 
parish  of  B^bgormaok,  country  of  Water- 
ford,  over  three  years  ago,  m  a  district 
in  which  not  a  single  outrage  was  com- 
mitted during  the  whole  of  the  agita- 
tion, and  which  is  a  most  peaceable  dis- 
trict ;  and,  if  he  will  state  why  the  hat 
was  erected,  why  it  has  been  kept  up 
for  three  years  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers,  and  when  will  it  be  re- 
moved ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  :  The  police  station 
was  established  at  Kathgormack  a  little 
over  two  years  ago.  The  men  are  in- 
cluded in  the  county  force,  and  are  not 
charged  to  the  district.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  establish  a  station  in  that 
locality,  because  a  large  tract  of  country 
there  was  without  police.  It  is  not 
correct  to  say,  I  am  informed,  that  the 
district  is  free  from  outrage.  A  good  deal 
of  intimidation  is  being  carried  on.  The 
forming  of  this  station  enabled  the  Go- 
vemment to  do  away  with  two  protection 
posts,  which  were  necessarily  established 
for  the  protection  of  persons  in  charge  of 
evicted  farms. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  ftom 
Mr.  Leakt, 

Mb.  TBETELYAN  said,  that  he  was 
not  informed  whether,  numerically,  the 
two  protection  posts  or  the  police  station 
included  the  more  men.  He  should 
imagine,  from  the  information  given 
him,  that  there  was  no  extra  charge  on 
tiie  county  in  consequence  of  the  police 
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BtatioD,  which  enabled  the  protection 
posta  to  he  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  LEAMY  :  "Will  this  he  kept  up  ? 

Me.  TEEVELTAN  :  It  wiU  certainly 
not  be  kept  up,  if  it  is  not  necessary ; 
but  I  am  informed  it  is  still  necessary. 

TACCIKATION  ACTS-CASE  OF  THE 
REV.  W.  KEAY,  GREAT 
YARMOUTH. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  (Jovernment  Board,  "Whe- 
ther his  attention  han  bf«pn  called  to  the 
case  of  the  Bev.  W.  Keay,  curate  of 
Great  Yarmouth,  who  has  been  twice 
prosecuted  and  fined  the  maximum 
penalty  and  exceptionally  heavy  costs 
for  reniaing  to  submit  his  child  to  vac- 
cination, and  is  now  served  with  notice 
of  further  prooeedinga ;  and,  whether  he 
will  call  the  attention  of  guardians  to 
the  <'  Evesham  "  letter  ? 

Me.  GEORGE  ETTSSELL  (for  Sir 
Chaeles  W.-Dilke),  in  reply,  said,  the 
Board  had  received  letters  from  this 
gentleman,  copies  of  which  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  "Evesham" 
lettOT  referred  to  in  the  Question. 

MADAGASCAR  —  NAVAL  OPERATIONS 
OP  FRANCE-PROTECTION  TO 

BRrrrsH  commerce. 

Mb.  ALEXANDER  M'ARTHTIR 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Aifaira,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  received  any  authentic  infor- 
mation from  the  French  Government  as 
to  their  intentions  in  Madagascar;  and, 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  great 
injury  inflicted  upon  British  commerce 
by  the  French  Naval  operations  on  the 
Malagasy  coast.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necesaary  to  protect  the  interests  of  this 
Country  in  the  island,  and  to  promote 
the  restoration  of  peace  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUEIOE  : 
No,  Sir;  no  such  information  has  been 
received.  I  have  already  fttated.  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Aeh- 
mead-Bartlett),  that  a  British  man-of- 
war  has  proceeded  to  the  station,  and 
that  the  Consular  Staff  has  been 
strengthened  in  order  to  afford  to  British 
BubjectA  the  protection  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  also  received  assurances  from 
the  French  Government  that  the  Naval 
Commanders  have  had  instructions  sent 
Mr.  7Vev$tyim 


to  them  to  carry  on  their  operations  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  injure  as  little  as 
possible  neutral  subjects  and  their  pro- 
perty. 

ROYAL  lEISH  OONSTABULAET— 
SECRET  80CIBTIE8  —  NUMBER  OF 
FREEMASONS. 
Mb.  SMALL  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
Freemasons  in  each  grade  of  the  Con- 
stabulary Force  in  Ireland,  distinguish- 
ing them  also  by  their  religions  draomi- 
nations  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  No,  Sir;  the 
Government  have  no  information  on  the 
subject  which  would  enable  them  to  pre- 
pare the  Hetnm. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked,  if  his  information 
was  correct,  that  every  policeman,  on 
joining  had  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegi- 
ance to  Her  Majesty,  and  that  while  the 
members  of  the  force  were  not  permitted 
to  belong  to  any  other  secret  society, 
they  were  allowed  to  become  Members 
of  the  Freemason  secret  society  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  Yes,  Sir;  that 
is  the  case. 

INDIA   (MAt)RAS)-PERSONAL  STAFF 
■     OF  THE  GOVERNOR-POSTAL 

FACILITIES. 
Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whe- 
ther he  will  inform  the  House  from  what 
year  the  practice  dates  of  allowing 
Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  on  the  per- 
sonal Staff  of  the  Governor  of  Madras, 
to  send  letters  home  for  two  pence  the 
half  ounce,  against  five  pence  the  usual 
rate ;  under  what  circumstances  this  new 
arrangement  was  made ;  and,  why  these 
Staff  Officers,  who  draw  high  rates  of 
pay  and  allowances,  should  enjoy  an 
advantage  denied  to  poorly  paid  Begi- 
mental  ( )fficer8  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  GROSS :  Sir,  the  practice 
described  by  the  hon.  Member  does  not 
exist.  Letters  inclosed  in  the  Governor's 
bag  are  carried  free,  as  I  informed  the 
hoD.  Gentleman  on  Monday. 

EGYPT— THE  OONFERENOB. 
Baeon  HENRY  DE  WORMS  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  a  fact,  as  stated 
by  The  Colt^m  OtautU  and  i%e  London 
Ohtarvar,  that  Her  Majesty's  GOTem- 
ment  has  urged  Germany  to  employ  hev 
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influence  to  modify  Uie  hostile  attitude 
taken  np  by  France  towerda  England  in 
the  Oonferenoe  on  the  finances  ox  Egypt, 
and  that  Qermany  has  dei-lined  to  inter- 
fere? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
Sir,  as  stated  yesterday  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  impossible, 
until  a  full  statement  is  made  in  regard 
to  the  Conference,  to  make  incomplete 
communications  in  the  House  in  regard 
to  particular  points;  but  I  must  aok 
tbat,  meanwhile,  no  inferences  should 
be  drawn,  either  positiTO  or  negative, 
from  my  refusal  to  make  such  communi- 
oationa. 

AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES— IMPORTA- 
TION  OF  FRENCH  RECIDITISTS. 

Me.  EERINGTON  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  be  can  give  the  House  any 
information  as  to  the  results  of  the 
remonstrances  which,  in  the  interests  of 
our  Australasian  Colonies,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  been  making  to 
the  Government  of  France  against  the 
proposed  wholesale  deportation  of  French 
criminal  classes  to  New  Caledonia,  and 
against  the  serious  injuries  which,  even 
with  their  present  limited  development, 
the  French  penal  settlements  entail  on 
our  fellow-subjects  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
Sir,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  not 
yet  received  a  reply  to  the  representation 
whicb  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Paris  addressed  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment on  the  23rd  of  May  last;  but  it  is 
probable  that,  before  replying,  they  have 
awaited  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  French  Renate  upon  the  Bill  relating 
to  this  matter.  This  Report  was  only 
laid  before  the  Senate  on  the  29th  ultimo, 
and  then  ordered  to  be  printed.  This 
question  continues  to  engage  the  serious 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
ment. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  —  SCHOOL 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
have  given  their  opinion  as  to  the  neces- 
sity laid  upon  the  School  Boards  to  sup- 
ply school  aooommodation ;  and,  whether 
he  can  oonunnnicate  the  result  of  their 
(^ini<Hi  to  the  House  ? 


Mb.  MUNDELLA:  We  have  recsiTed 

the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  ;  and  the  result  is  that  the  action 
of  the  Department  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1870  is  fully  sustained.  In 
their  view,  the  necessity  is  laid  upon 
School  Boards  to  supply  school  accom- 
modation. They  are,  further,  of  opi- 
nion that  when  a  School  Board  is  est^- 
lished  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  accom- 
modation, it  is  bound  to  supply  such 
deficiency  by  School  Board  schools,  and 
the  Department  has  not  the  discretion  to 
accept  a  voluntary  supply  in  substitution 
for  the  accommodation  to  be  provided  by 
the  School  Board. 

ARMY  (AUXILIARY  FORCES)  —MILITIA 
QUAKTERMASTERS-RETIRED  PAY. 

Db.  LYONS  asked  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  War  Office,  What  rate  of 
Army  retired  pay  are  Militia  Quarter- 
masters, who  received  Army  commissions 
in  1874.  187d,  and  1876,  and  who  had 
previously  served  in  the  non-<M>mmis- 
sioned  rank  of  the  Regular  Army  for  21 
years,  entitled  to  for  a  service  under  five 
years  with  a  Brigade  Depot  if  they  ore 
willing  to  snrrender  dieir  claim  to  Chel- 
sea Pension  ? 

SiB  ARTHUR  HAYTER :  The  quar- 
termasters referred  to,  if  oompulsorily 
retired  at  the  age  of  55,  are  entitled  to 
4*.  6rf.  a-day  as  retired  pay.  If,  on  the 
3Ut  of  March,  1877,  they  were  in  receipt 
of  Chelsea  pension,  they  can  draw  such 
pension  concurrently  with  retired  pay ; 
but  the  surrender  of  their  Chelsea  pen- 
sion would  not  give  a  title  to  higher  re- 
tired pay. 

ABMY-QUABTERMASTESS-PRGHO- 
TION. 

Mb.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office,  What  pros- 
pect a  Quartermaster  in  the  Army  has 
of  further  promotion ;  and  if  he  could 
state  why  this  class  of  soldier  is  in- 
eligible for  promotion  to  the  position 
of  Paymaster  in  consequence  of  the 
present  regulations  ?  

SiB  ARTHUR  HAYTER ;  In  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question,  I  have  to  say  that  a  quarter- 
master in  the  Army  may  be  recom- 
mended for  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  either  Cavalry  or  Infantry 
by  Article  TI.  of  the  Kevised  Pay  War- 
lanti  provided  he  shall  not  exceed  the 
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age  of  32  years.  When  promoted  to  be 
a  lieutenant,  he  is  eligible  for  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  captain  after  two  years' 
serrioe,  either  upon  half-pay  or  in  a  re- 
gimeat;  and,  in  tiie  latter  case,  he  be- 
comes eligible  for  a  regimental  majority 
up  to  4b  years  of  i^^e,  and  afterwards 
to  promotion  to  the  higher  grades.  If  he 
remains  a  quartermaster,  he  obtains  by 
Article  Vlft.  the  honorary  and  relative 
rank  of  captain  after  10  years*  commis- 
sioned service  as  quartermaster  on  full 
pay,  which  carries  with  it  an  increase  of 
allowances  and  widow's  pension.  In 
answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  have  to  aay  that  the  quartermaster 
is  a  commiaeioned  officer  as  defined  by 
the  Army  Act,  and  not  "  a  soldier,"  aa 
stated  in  the  Question ;  while  the  pre- 
sent Begulations  for  admission  to  the 
Pay  Department  do  not  render  him  in- 
eligible, but  rather  facilitate  his  entty 
into  the  Department  by  reducing  the 
qualifying  serrice  from  ten  to  seven  years 
in  the  combatant  ranks  for  first  ap- 
pointments as  paymasters. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT-OVBB- 
PRESSUHE  IN  BOARD  SCHOOLS. 

Me.  J.  G.  TALBOT  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  he  will  consider,  during  the 
recess,  the  practicability  of  making  in- 
quiries, in  the  case  of  Elementary  Schools 
in  which  over-pressure  is  alleged  to  exist, 
bypersooB  unconnected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  those  schools  ? 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  :  We  are  satisfied 
that  the  prorisions  of  the  New  Code  and 
the  Instructions  to  Her  Majesty's  In- 
spectors will  do  all  that  can  be  done  by 
the  Education  Department  to  prevent 
the  alleged  over-pressure.  Until  it  is 
shown  by  experience  that  these  precau- 
tions are  insufficnent,  any  inquiiy  which 
would  prejudice  tlie  action  of  managers 
and  Local  Authorities  would  appear  to 
be  objectionable  and  unnecessaiy. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  PerhapB  I  may 
be  allowed  to  explain.    We  have  had  '■ 
many  complaints  of  the  kind;  and  1  . 
must  say  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  | 

f'ven  them  his  beat  attention.  But  what  , 
want  to  know  is,  will  an  inquiry  be 
made  in  each  case  by  an  Inspector  inde-  '■■ 
pendent  of  the  Department,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  Home  Office,  in  case  of  acci- 
dent, inspects  mines?  1 
Mb.  MTJNDELLA  :  Thai  would  be  ' 
hardly  fair.   The  School  Boards  in  tiie  < 

Sir  Arthur  HayUr 


I  country  are  most  anxious  to  prevent 
I  over-pressnre,  and  I  wish  that  some  of 
the  voluntary  sohools  would  do  now 
what  the  board  schools  are  doing.  The 
London  School  Board,  I  am  x^ormed, 
have  put  ^their  pupil  teachers  on  half 
I  time.   It  would  be  very  unfair  to  ineti- 
I  tute  an  independent  inquiry,  when  the 
School  Boards  are  doing  the  best  they 
can. 

Ma.  DAWSON  asked  whether  the  at- 
tention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  called  to  the|fact  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  system  of  manual  or  indostrial 
employment  during  a  portion  of  the  day 
would  be  a  great  relief  &om  over-prea- 
sure  ? 

Mb.  MUNDELLA:  Yes,  Sir;  my 
attention  has  been^bxouj^t  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

ARMY— PURCHASE  OPFIOERS— OOM- 
PULSOET  RETIREMENT. 
Sib; JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  case  of  the  hard- 
ship iufiicted  on  some  officers  who, 
having  purchased  their  Subaltern's  com- 
missions, have  been  compulsorily  retired 
from  the  rank  of  Major  at  the  age  of 
48 ;  and,  .whether,  in  order  to  abate 
this  hardship,  he  will  consider  if  it 
be  possible  to  extend  the  age  in  thig 
case  to  the  age  of  fiO,  as  has  oeen  done 
in  the  case  of  those  who  had  purchased 
their  captain's  commission  f 

Thb  Mabqubbb  of  HABTINGTON  : 
If  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet 
will  refer  to  the  Report  of  the  Eoyal 
Oommission  of  1874  on  Army  Promo- 
tion, he  will  find  that  one  of  the  general 
principles  adopted  in  dealing  with  the 
purchase  officers  was  that — 

"  Officers  ■who  had  been  promoted  to  a  higher 
refpmental  rank  aince  the  abolititni  of  Porcnaie 
cannot  claim  exemption  from  sbt  nav  rolM 
affecting  that  higher  rank." 

In  reply  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Baronet,  my  Predecessor  stated,  in  1881, 
that  he  would  not  be  justified  in  disturb- 
ing the  settlement  of  1877  as  to  these 
officers,  and  I  can  only  concur  in  that 
decision. 

IRELAND—THE  KOTAL  COLIiEGE  OF 
SCIENCE,  DUBLIN. 
Me.  DAWSON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  famlities  are  afforded  by  the  Boyal 
College  of  SoieDce  in  DubUa  fbx  th^ 
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pnetioal  teacAung  of  the  artisan  classeB ; 
what  lectures  there  are  on  industrial 
subjects;  and,  whether  there  are  even- 
ing classes  for  the  benefit  of  persons 
employed  at  labour  by  day  ;  and,  if  so, 
how  many  artizans  are  in  attendance  ? 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  :  Full  information 
as  to  the  courses  of  instruction  in  the 
College  of  Science  are  given  in  the  direc- 
tory of  that  institution,  which  is  pub- 
lished annually.  The  only  special  faci- 
lities offered  to  the  artizau  classes  are 
the  Bojal  Exhibitions,  national  scholar- 
ships, and  free  admissions,  annually  open 
to  competition.  The  College  was  intended 
to  afford  advanced  scientific  instruction, 
the  general  scheme  of  which  was  laid 
down  by  a  Oommisaiottpresided  over  by 
Lord  Bosse  in  1866.  Itheir  Beport  wiU 
be  found  in  Parliamentary  Paper  No. 
219  of  1867.  The  Professors  are  not 
required  to  give  evening  lectures  by 
that  scheme,  or  by  the  terms  of  their 
appointment,  such  evening  lectures  for 
the  working  classes  being  provided  for 
by  the  general  system  of  Aid- to- Science 
and  Art  Olasses ;  but  they  have  volun- 
tarily given  courses  at  different  times. 
The  courses  given  in  the  Session  1882-3 
will  be  found  at  page  307  of  the  last 
annual  Beport  of  the  Department.  No 
evening  lectures  were  given  during  the 
Session  just  terminated,  because  those 
during  ue  previous  Seanon  were  not 
sufficiently  wall  attended  to  induce  the 
FrofesBora  to  continue  them.  I  trust  I 
may  be  allowed  to  supplement  my  an- 
Bww  to  the  hon.  Glentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford  (Mr,  J.  (*. 
Talbot),  and  add  that  in  cases  of  over- 
pressure in  board  schools  inquiry  is 
always  made  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
Education  Department,  independently  of 
the  School  Board  concerned. 

Me.  DAWSON ;  Might  I  ask  if  there 
is  any  scientific  or  other  institution  in 
Dublin,  a  city  of  300,000  inhabitants, 
to  give  instruction  to  artizans  ? 

Ma.  MUNDELLA:  There  are  the 
same  facilities  in  Dublin  as  in  London, 
and  in  every  other  ci^  and  town  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  We  make -just  the 
aame  grants  to  etudenta  in  Ireland  as  to 
students  in  England  and  Scotland,  and 
tiie  same  acholuvhips  are  open, 

SABT  INDIAN  UNOLAIUED  STOCKS 
BILL. 

Mb.  BOUEKE  asked  theUoder  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  Her 


Majesty's  Qovemment  propose  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  East  Indian  Unclaimed 
Stocks  Bill  this  Session;  or,  if  not, 
whether  the  discharge  of  the  Order  wiU 
be  moved  this  evening? 
Mb.  J.  K.  OBOSS :  Tes,  Sir. 

CENTRAL  ASIA— DELIMITATIOK  OF 
THE  AFGHAN  FRONTIER. 

Me,  BOUBKE  asked  theUnder  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  the 
Russian  escort  which  is  to  accompany 
the  Commission  for  delimiting  the  fron- 
tier of  Afghanistan  is  to  consist  of  a 
battery  of  artillery,  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  a  regiment  of  infantry  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIOE: 
No  information  of  that  character  has 
been  received  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

Me.  BOURKE:  Then  I  will  ask -I 
hardly  know  whom — but  will  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  take  steps  to  ascer- 
tain, before  the  Commission  starts  Jrom 
India,  what  the  nature  of  the  Russian 
escort  is  to  be ;  and  whether,  if  this 
Commission  is  to  go  on,  they  will  make 
arrangements  for  having  a  suitable  escort 
for  the  British  Commissioners  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  think  the  Question  regarding  the  escort 
to  the  British  Commissioners  would  be 
more  properly  asked  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India ;  but  I  can  cer- 
tainly say  that  th&  question  is  receiving 
attention,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in 
regard  to  the  Russian  escort.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg 
will  keep  the  Government  fully  iu- 
formed. 

Me.  BOURKE :  Has  the  noble  Lord 
noticed  a  statement  in  The  Bombay  Qazetts 
with  regard  to  the  Russian  escort  ?  If 
not,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  supply  him 
with  it. 

Loan  EDMOND  ilTZMAURIOB: 
I  have  seen  a  notice  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers; it  is  probably  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  refers  to. 

Ma,  JOSEPH  CO  WEN :  In  the  event 
of  this  Frontier  bein^  settled^  I  wish  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  if  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  state  what  means  they 
are  going  to  take  to  maintain  it  after- 
wards ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
No,  Sir.  I  stated  the  other  day  that, 
while  these  negotiations  were  going  on, 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  aubjeot.  i 
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MINBS  REGULATION  ACT,  1872- 
IN8PECT0ES  OF  MINES. 

Mb.  broad  HUBST  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
meat,  Whether  he  can  now  inform  the 
HouBe  as  to  the  decision  of  the  Go- 
Temment  regarding  the  necessity  for 
inoreaaing  the  number  of  inspectors  of 
mines? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT,  in 
reply,  said,  he  had  heea  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Treasury  on  the  subject; 
and,  having  received  the  sanction  of 
that  Department,  he  hoped  soon  to 
make  arraagementa  for  appointing  addi- 
tional Inspectors,  in  accordance  with 
what  he  thought  was  the  general  view 
of  the  House  expressed  during  the  recent 
debate  on  the  qaestion. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE 

(IRELAND)-THE  RIVER  SHANNON. 
Mr.  T.  a.  DICKSON  asked  the  Finan- 
cial,  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  the 
outlay  of  £58,757,  expended  in  sluicing 
the  weirs  to  regulate  the  Shannon  floods, 
has  been  defrayed  entirely  by  the  Trea- 
sury ? 

Me.  COUETNET:  Yes,  Sir;  the 
naTi^tion  over  the  whole  of  the  Shan- 
non IS  managed  by  the  State,  which 
collects  the  receipts,  and  applies  them 
towards  the  necessary  expenditure. 
The  improvement  of  the  weirs  was  com- 
menced in  the  distressed  period  of  1880, 
and,  being  a  work  intimately  connected 
with  the  navigation,  had  to  be  paid  for 
entirely  by  the  public,  although  local 
proprietors  have,  no  doubt,  partly  bene- 
fited by  it. 

NAVT— NAVAL  COURTS  MARTIAL. 

Me.  STEWART  MACLIVER  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther it  is  contemplated  to  take  steps  to 
secure  for  Naval  Courts  Martial  such  a 
degree  of  legal  revision  as  is  given  to 
Army  Courts  Martial  ? 

Me.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNEEMAN  : 
Yes,  Sir ;  it  has  appeared  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  be  desirable 
that  the  proceedings  and  findings  of 
courts  martial  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Fleet, 
with  reference  to  any  points  of  law 
tiiat  m^ht  arise  Gonceming  them,  and 
somu  time  ago  orders  were  given  ac- 
cordingly. 


REFORMATORY  AND  INDUSTRIAL 

SCHOOLS    (IRELAND)  —  INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS,  LIMERICK— SURCHARGES. 

Me.  BERESFOED  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  it  is  the  fact  that  Sir 
John  Lentaigne,  C.B.,  surcharged  some 
of  the  male  and  female  managers  of  in- 
dustrial schools  situated  in  Limerick  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  for  inaccu- 
racy in  their  reports,  and  representing 
to  him  that  a  number  of  children  were 
in  the  schools  when  they  were  inmates 
of  the  Limerick  Union  Workhonse ; 
whether  the  managers  were  paid  a  sum 
of  money,  from  several  counties,  for  the 
same  children,  who  were  supported  at 
the  expense  of  the  ratepayers ;  and, 
whether  he  will  state  to  the  House  the 
several  amounts  which  have  been  thus 
paid  to  these  managers? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN:  Sir,  it  is  a  fact 
that  Sir  John  Lentaigne,  when  auditing 
the  accounts  of  the  Government  grant 
in  aid,  surcharged  the  managers  of  tiiree 
Limerick  schools,  in  respect  of  certain 
children,  wbo  were  paid  for  at  a  time 
when  they  were  in  Limerick  Workhonse 
Hospital.  The  amounts  were — St.  Vin- 
cent's Industrial  School,  £109;  Lune- 
rick  Male  School,  £29;  St.  Jos^h's 
Eeformatory  School,  £L  It  is  als>  a 
fact  that  the  Ghivernment  hare  received 
an  explanation  from  the  managers, 
which  has  enabled  them  to  decide  to 
remit  the  surcharge — the  explanation 
being  shortly  that  there  were  always 
in  the  schools  a  larger  number  of 
children  than  the  Government  grant  was 
paid  for,  and  that  when  it  was  necessary 
to  send  some  of  the  children  to  the 
workhouse  hospital,  in  consequence  of 
their  suffering  from  infectious  disease, 
the  managers  omitted  to  send  forward 
to  the  Industrial  Schools  Department 
the  names  of  the  children  to  be  substi- 
tuted in  respect  of  the  claim  for  the  rate 
in  aid.  This  is  probably  the  circum- 
stance to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
as  Sir  John  Lentaigne  does  not  audit  the 
county  grants,  ^hi^  are  audited  by  the 
Local  wvemment  Board  auditor.  He 
is  at  present  on  leave  of  absence,  and 
I  have  not  been  able  to  oommnnicate 
with  him. 

PREVENTION   OF  CRIME  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1882-EXTRA  POLICE. 

Me.  PAENELL  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieatonant  of  Ira-. 
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land,  Whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  extra  police,  includiog  officers  and 
men,  quartered  in  each  county  and  city 
in  Ireland ;  also  the  dates  respectively 
of  the  several  proclamations  of  the  Lord 
lieutenant,  under  which  they  are  so 
quartered;  also  the  counties  and  cities 
in  which  the  recent  reduction  of  extra 
men  baa  been  made ;  and  the  amount  of 
such  reduction  in  each  county  or  city  ? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN:  The  informa- 
tion asked  for  could  not  be  conveniently 
given  in  answer  to  a  Question ;  but  I 
shall  be  happy  to  hand  to  the  hon. 
Member,  at  once,  a  table  showing  the 
number  of  extra  police  in  eadi  county 
on  the  Slst  of  December  last  and  the 
30ih  of  June  respectively,  under  Section 
13  of  the  old  Act,  and  under  the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime  Act,  and  the  reductions 
made  in  the  six  months  intervening.  I 
could  not  give  the  dates  of  the  several 

groclamations  under  the  Prevention  of 
rime  Act  without  a  reference  to  Diiblin, 
which  time  does  not  permit  of,  no  notice 
of  the  Question  having  been  received. 
But  the  Papers  will  contain  the  dates  of 
the  proclamations  under  Section  13  of 
the  Act  of  "William  IV. 

Mk.  FAHNELL  said,  that  the  in- 
formation referred  to  would  be  sufficient 
for  his  purpose. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
RAILWAY  AT  SUAKIN. 
Mb.  JUSTIN  HUNTLT  M'CARTHY 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
If  it  is  a  fact  that  different  kinds  of 
"  plant,"  with  which  it  is  impossible  to 
oonstruot  a  Kailway,  have  been  sent  for 
that  purpose  to  Suakin  ;  and,  if  the  Go- 
Ternment  authorize  this  pretended  con- 
struction of  a  Kailway,  and  for  what 
purpose  ? 

Thk  Mabqubss  op  HAETINGTON  : 
Sir,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  a  rail- 
way being  constructed  in  the  Soudan,  a 
light  contractor's  tramway  of  18-inch 
gauge,  which  was  in  store,  has  been 
sent  out  to  facilitate  operations  at  the 
landing  stages,  piers,  and  depdts  at 
Suakin.    A  small  quantity  of  the  m^tre 

fange  has  also  been  sent  out,  which  will 
e  the  gauge  adopted,  if  the  railway 
is  made.  The  contractor's  railway  which 
was  sent  out  was  not  for  the  purpose  of 
the  construction  of  a  line  of  any  consider- 
able length;  but  only  for  putting  the 
place  in  a  state  of  preparation  if  a  rail- 
way were  to  be  oonstruoted. 


NAVY— H.M.S.  '*  GARNET  "—THE  IN- 
QTTIRY  INTO  CHARGES  AGAINST 
OFFICERS. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  the  Seoreiaiy  to 
the  Admiralty,  What  has  been  the  result 
of  the  investigation  into  the  charges 
made  by  Mr.  Donovan,  editor  of  Th* 
Granada  People  newspaper,  against  cer- 
tain officers  of  H.M.8.  Garnet  ? 

Me.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN: 
We  BtiU  await  the  Report  on  this  sub- 
ject which  was  called  for  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Station.  As 
there  has  been  coneidorable  delay,  we 
have  renewed  our  request  for  a  rep^. 

EGYPT  (ARMY  OP  OCCUPATION)— 
RAMLEH  BARRACKS. 

Mb.  a.  BOSS  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  any  Report  was 
made  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
barracks  at  Bamleh,  in  Egypt,  before 
their  occupation  by  British  troops  ;  and, 
whether  there  is  an  unusual  amount  of 
sickness,  especially  enteric  fever,  pre- 
valent among  the  battalion  quartered 
there  ? 

The  Maequess  op  HARTINGTON: 
Sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  painful  olroum- 
stancee  which  has  induced  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  call  attention  to  this  matter — the 
death  of  a  near  relative,  his  gallant  8<m. 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  permit 
me  to  express  my  sympathy  with  his 
family.  I,  however,  may  say  that  in 
September,  l882,owingto  the  prevalence 
of  fever  among  the  Force  at  Alexandria, 
and  especially  among  that  portion  of  it 
encamped  in  and  about  Ramleh,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  find  barrack  accom- 
modation for  the  troops,  and  all  avail- 
able buildings  were  then  inspected  and 
a  Report  furnished.  The  Ramleh  bar- 
racks were  stated  to  be  large  and  good 
barracks,  occupying  an  admirable  site 
exposed  to  the  sea,  with  a  bathing  stage 
available  ;  they  required  to  be  cleansedt 
ventilated,  and  provided  with  proper 
sanitary  ammgements.  In  the  Sanitary 
Beport  for  1883  it  is  stated  that  a  large 
amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been  car- 
ried out  in  these  barracks,  and  that  all 
the  sewers  and  pits  are  now  in  a  good 
sanitary  state.  The  present  sick  rate  at 
Ramleh  ia  high ;  by  the  last  Return 
there  were  1 6  cases  of  enteric  fever  under 
treatment,  and  a  total  of  185  sick  from 
all  causes  in  a  strength  of  1,303.  An 
inorease  of  febrile  disMwe  ia  tOibe  ez> 

Digilized  by  VjjOOQ  IC 


1367  Ar2MMM«— JwffltfH  lOOUMONSj 


peoted  at  this  seaaon  in  figrot,  and  the 
principal  medical  officer  in  Egypt  (now 
at  home)  stateft  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  attribute  all  the  enteric  fever  to 
the  insanitary  state  of  these  barracks 
after  the  ezteosiTe  sanitary  work  that 
has  been  carried  out  in  them.  There 
were  25  cases  of  enterio  fever  under 
treatment  at  Cairo. 

POST  OFFICE  PROTECTION  BILL. 

Bakon  henry  DE  worms  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  die  importacce 
to  the  public  interests  of  the  provisions 
in  the  Post  Office  Protection  Bill,  relating 
to  the  forgery  and  disclosure  of  tele- 
grams, the  mischievous  destruction  of 
ktters  in  pillar  boxes*  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  fictitious  stamps,  and  seeiogtbat 
tiie  BiU  has  passed  the  House  of  Lords, 
he  will  give  an  early  opportiinity  for  the 
discussion  of  the  measure,  so  that  it 
might  pass  into  Law  this  Session  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said,  the 
GorerDment  were  very  desirous  of  pass- 
ing the  Bill.  They  could  not  stop 
Supply  for  the  purpose ;  but,  as  the  Bill 
had  been  through  the  Lords,  he  had 
very  good  hope  Uuit  they  should  find  an 
opportunity  of  passing  it  this  Session. 

FARLIAUBNT  — WESTMINSTER  HALL 
(WEST  FRONT) -SITE  OF  THE  OLD 
LAW  C0DET8. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Prime  Minister,  Whether  he  will  use 
his'influence  to  provide,  on  the  ground 
lately  occupied  by  the  Law  Courts,  to 
the  West  of  Westminster  Hall,  aocom- 
modatioD  for  the  Grand  Committees  F 

Mr.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said, 
that  he  must  first  have  an  opportunity 
of  consulting  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  before  he  expressed  any  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

MOTION. 

 0  

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE-COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY— 
STANDING  ORDER  426a. 

BB80LUTX0R. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE,  in  rising  to  move— 

"  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  SeBsion,  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  27th  of  November,  1882, 
relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committee  of 
Siq^gjon  Monday  and  Tlnmday,  be  extanded 


said,  it  would  be  erident  to  the  House 
that  if  he  were  to  more  the  Motion 
which  stood  in  his  name  on  the  Fapw 
yesterday,  to  include  Friday  as  well  as 
Saturday,  that  a  great  deal  of  time 
would  be  lost,  as  such  a  Motion  would 
lead  to  the  expression  of  great  difference 
of  opinion.  It  might  be,  perhaps,  of 
interest  to  the  House,  and  they  would 
see  that  the  Government  had  some  jus- 
tification for  the  proposal,  when  he  told 
them  that  for  the  whole  of  Supply  last 
year  there  were  26  Sittiogs,  and  that 
they  had  already  spent  30  Sittings  in 
Supply  this  Session,  and  had  some  more 
in  prospect.  Therefore,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  be  generally  favoarable 
to  the  Motion,  and  support  it.  With 
regard  to  the  Sitting  to-morrow,  it 
would  be  for  Supply,  and  Supply  alone. 
The  GoTemment  should  not  think  it 
right,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  of 
promoting  any  other  Business,  either  of 
their'  own  or  of  private  Members.  He 
moved  the  Besolution  of  which  Notice 
had  been  given. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Sesaion,  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  27th  of  November,  1883, 
relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committ«e  of 
Supply  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  be  extended 
to  Saturday." — {Mr,  Oladttone.) 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  said,  it  could  not 
be  a  matter  for  surprise  that  the  Prime 
Minister  was  adopting  the  best  means 
he  could  to  bring  the  Session  to  an  end. 
He  (Mr.  Newdegate)  could  not  help 
asking  with  Martial — 

"  When  men  begia  with  k  much  pomp  and 
show, 

.Why  {■  the  end  so  little  and  ro  low  F  " 
The  product  of  alt  this  labour  was  small. 
Now,  independent  Members  were  asked 

to  give  up  the  remainder  of  their  oppor- 
tunities. He  was  no  advocate  of  Ob- 
struotion — he  had  made  propossls  to 
prevent  it  on  November  2Ist,  1882, 
which  the  Prime  Minister  had  described 
as  too  severe ;  and  he  had  not,  until  the 
last  opportunity,  called  attention  to  one 
of  the  fi^avest  subjects,  the  defensive 
power  0  f  the  Royal  Navy.  ["  Oh,  oh  ! "] 
Mr.  SPEAXEB  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Member,  whom  he 
would  remind  of  the  Question  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  newdegate  said,  if  he  had 
trespassed,  he  apologized ;  but  when 
hon.  Members  were  asked  to  resign  pri- 
vileges, it  was  only  natural  the^  ahoold 
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discuss  opportunities  of  usefulness  re- 
signed in  contrast  to  the  object  to  be 
gained.  He  was  not  aware  antil  he 
saw  the  letter  from  the  Admiral  of  the 

laeet  

Mr.  speaker  :  Thehon.  Gentleman 
is  entirely  out  of  Order  in  pursuing  this 
subject ;  his  remarks  have  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  Motion  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  said,  he  reepect- 
fully  asked  whether,  on  the  Appropria- 
tion  Bill,  or  on  what  other  occasion 
during  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  it 
would  be  competent  to  bring  this  grave 
subject  before  the  House,  if  the  Resolu- 
tion proposed  by  the  Prime  Minister 
were  adopted?  His  apology  for  not 
having  intervened  sooner  was  because  it 
was  not  until  the  2l8t  of  last  month  that 
the  letter  of  the  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 
was  written.  \ Cries  of  "Order!"  and 
"Name!"] 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  have  already 
ruled  this  subject  to  be  irrelevant  to  the 
Motion  before  the  House ;  therefore,  I 
must  again  ask  the  bon.  Gentleman  to 
abstain  from  that  line  of  observation, 
and  apply  bimaelf  to  the  Motion  before 
the  Hoase^  

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  said,  he  begged 
again  to  apologize.  He  would  sit  down 
again,  putting  to  Mr.  Speaker  this  ques- 
tion— If  the  Resolution  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  passed,  when  would  there  be 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  the  subject 
to  which  he  referred  before  the  House  ? 

Sib  R.  A8SHET0N  CROSS  said,  he 
did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  Motion,  which, 
at  that  time  of  the  Session,  he  thought  a 
very  reasonable  one,  provided  the  Satur- 
day's Sitting  was  restricted  to  the  Busi- 
ness of  Supply.  But  he  hoped,  first, 
that  the  House  would  not  be  asked  to 
sit  to  an  unreasonable  hour  on  Saturday; 
and,  next,  that  when  they  had  got  the 
Supply  they  wanted,  the  Government 
would  themselves  move  the  Adjournment 
of  the  House,  and  do  all  in  their  power 
to  carry  the  Motion.  [}£x.  Gudbtonx 
nodded  assent.] 

Mb.  cavendish  BENTINCK  said, 
that  on  a  former  occasion,  not  long  ago, 
when  the  Government  gave  an  assurance 
that  nothing  but  Supply  would  be  taken, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Anderson)  combined  his  forces  with 
those  of  bon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way, defeated  the  Government,  and 
brought  forward  and  passed  through 


Committee  a  measure  which  was  not  ex- 
pected, and  in  which  they  were  inte- 
rested. Bearing  that  in  mind,  he  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
an  assurance  to  the  House  that  if  they 
agreed  to  the  Motion  they  would  not 
find  themselves  in  the  same  position  as 
that  to  which  he  had  referred. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  gathered 
from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  they 
had  a  good  deal  to  on  the  Iriah 
Votes.  Besides  th<»e  Votes,  there  was 
the  Diplomatic  Vote,  and  ^ere  were 
Supplementary  Estimates.  The  House 
ought  to  have  an  understanding  that,  if 
the  Irish  Votes  took  a  considerable  time, 
neither  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
nor  the  Diplomatic  Vote  should  be 
brought  on. 

Mh.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  do  all  in  their'power  to 
confine  the  Business  to  Supply.  They 
had  no  intention  of  taking  either  the 
Diplomatic  or  the  Supplementary  Votes 
to-morrow.  If  Uie  House  adopted  his 
Motion,  then  he  thought  he  should  have 
sufficient  confidence  about  Supply  to  be 
able  to  engage  to  take  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  as  the  first  Vote  on  Monday.  With 
respect  to  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlemfm  opposite 
(Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinok),  the  incident 
he  referred  to  was  the  misforhme  and 
not  the  fault  of  the  Gt>vemment. 
were  bound  by  every  means  in  their 
power  to  secure  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  when  they  moved  it  at  a  reason- 
able hour. 

Me.  ANDERSON  said,  with  reference 
to  what  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
tinck)  said  about  him,  ho  wished  to 
point  out  that  nothing  irregular  what- 
ever was  done  on  the  oocasion  referred 
referred  to.    It  had  always  been  the 

Sractice  of  the  House  to  ^ow  whatever 
[embers  of  the  House  were  present  at 
the  time  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  called 
to  decide  when  that  Order  was  to  be 
takcoi ;  and  if  thrare  was  a  Saturday  Sit- 
ting, and  the  Member  in  charge  of  t^e 
BiU  wished  to  put  it  doira  for  Saturday, 
it  rested  with  the  Members  of  the  House 
present  at  the  time  to  say  whether  it 
should  be  put  down  for  that  day  or  not. 
Further,  when  the  Order  was  reached  on 
the  Saturday,  it  rested  with  the  House 
to  say  wheiher  it  should  then  be  pro- 
ceeded with  or  not.  He  merely  rose, 
howerer,  to  vindicate  ^e  rig^t  of  pri- 
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Tate  Uembers  to  deal  with  their  Bills  in 
that  way  in  the  Aitnre  as  they  had  done 
in  the  past.  It  was  in  no  way  tyran- 
nizing over  the  House,  or  taking  an 
undue  latitude,  because  it  rested  with 
the  Hou8e  to  say  wbat  should  be  done. 

Me.  GRA.T  said,  that  he  had  for 
some  time  on  the  Paper  a  Motion  in 
which  several  hon.  Members,  irre(<pectiTe 
of  politics,  took  an  interest.  It  was  a 
Motion  with  respect  to  the  policy  of  the 
Post  Office  in  regard  to  the  telephones. 
He  was  anxious  to  test  the  opinion  of 
the  House  by  a  formal  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  expect  to  have  that 
opportunity  now.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Oourtney)  ought 
to  see  that  the  Postal  Vote  should  be 
taken  at  such  an  hour  as  would  give 
factliliea  for  discussing  the  question. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  resist  the  patting 
down  by  private  Members  of  Orders  for 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOURKE  said,  he  supposed  the 
House  might  conclude,  notwitbstanding 
anything  that  had  juet  passed,  that  the 
Prime  Minister  would  be  able  to  carry 
out  to-morrow  the  conditional  promise 
be  made  yesterday — that  he  woiild  make 
a  statement  in  reference  to  the  Confer- 
ence. 

Ms.  GLADSTONE  :  On  Monday. 

Mb.  H£ALY  said,  ho  would  ask  that 
a  time  should  be  fixed  at  which  Progress 
should  be  reported  to-morrow,  so  that 
they  should  not  be  kept  until  an  iu- 
reaaonable  hour.  To  try  to  get  all  the 
Irish  Totes  passed  on  {Saturday  would 
only  lead  to  wrangling.  There  was  a 
strong  desire  on  the  part  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  get  the  Irish  Votes  passed  and 
go  away  home;  and,  therefore,  there 
was  not  any  likelihood  of  their  unduly 
prolonging  the  debates.  He  would  wish 
that  they  shoidd  have  an  understanding 
with  the  Government  that  the  adjourn- 
ment should  take  place  at  6  or  7  o'clock. 
On  such  Sittings  the  Government  counted 
on  their  fingers  how  many  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  present,  and  they  brought 
down  a  number  of  hard-headed  men, 
who  would  not  be  influenced  by  argu- 
ment, to  outvote  them,  and  put  them 
down.  When  the  Constabulary  Vote 
was  taken  to-morrow,  he  hoped  the  Qe- 
vemment  would  not  press  on  the  Vote 
for  the  Queen's  Oolleges.  He  would 
like  to  have  a  specific  statement  of  liie 

Mr.  Anderton 
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Votes  fo  be  taken  on  Saturday;  and, 
also,  whether  the  proceeding  at  that 
Sitting  would  exclude  the  Kepart  of 
Supply. 

Mb.  COUBTNEY  said,  that  both  the 

hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr. 
Gray)  knew  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  entirely  arrange 
how  the  Votes  should  be  taken.  He 
thought  he  could  suggest  a  plan  by 
which  matters  could  be  arranged,  so  as 
to  appropriate  the  time  remaining  at 
the  disposal  of  the  House  in  a  fair  and 
equal  way.  It  would,  however,  be  im- 
possible to  cany  it  out  unless  there  was 
some  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  Member  and  his  Friends,  and  un- 
less there  was  some  economy  of  time 
and  economy  of  speech.  He  trusted  it 
was  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the 
Motion  with  regard  to  the  National 
School  Teachers  in  Ireland  might  be 
disposed  of  upon  the  Irish  Education 
Vote,  and  then  they  might  be  able  to 
get  through  the  remaining  Votes  in 
Class  III.  that  evening. 

Mr.  HEAJjY:  Including  the  Con- 
stabulary Vote  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that  Vote  was 
in  Class  III.,  and  he  hoped  it  might  be 
disposed  of  that  night,  though  they 
might  have  to  sit  to  a  late  hour.  Satur- 
day might  then  be  confined  exclusively 
to  OlaselV-,  which  might  be  got  through 
by  a  reasonable  hour  in  the  evening. 
Then  on  Monday  Class  V.  might  be 
taken,  beginning  with  the  Dipu>matic 
Vote ;  and  they  might  hope,  at  an  early 
hour  on  Tuesday,  to  take  the  Bevenue 
Votes,  when  the  question  could  be  raised 
in  whidi  the  hon.  Member  fw  Carlow 
(Mr.  Gray)  and  others  were  interested. 
In  that  way,  Supply  might  be  got 
through  in  four  Sittings. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  had  distinctly  overstepped 
the  limits  of  his  functions.  He  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  had  never  under- 
stood it  to  be  a  part  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's duty  tu  dictate  to  the  House  the 
manner  in  which  it  should  proceed  with 
its  Business,  or  the  order  in  which  the 
Votes  should  be  taken.  ["Oh.  oh!"] 
He  was  perfectly  certain  that  if  such  a 
statement  had  come  from  the  Prime 
Minister,  it  would  have  been  listened 
to  with  attention,  and,  perhaps,  followed 
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up.  He  had  risen,  however,  for  tlie 
parpoae  of  communioating  to  the  House 
and  the  Prime  Minister  an  idea  which 
had  come  across  him.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  bad  not  noticed  the 
only  remark  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monagban  (Mr.  Healy)  which  he  might 
have  answered  with  advantage,  and  that 
was  whether  Heport  of  Supply  could  be 
taken  on  Saturday.  But  matters  turned 
npoQ  that,  for  if  the  Prime  Minister 
could  take  the  Heport  on  Saturday,  and 
on  the  Peport  would  oommunioate  to 
the  Houee  the  reside  of  the  sittings  of 
the  Confweace,  he  thought  some  ad- 
vantage would  be  gained.  They  were 
very  much  pressed  for  time,  and  great 
inoonTenience  arose  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  time  that  might  be  set 
apart  for  a  discussion  on  Egypt,  and  it 
might  be  necessary  for  hon.  Members 
to  consider  what  line  of  action  they 
would  take  on  the  question.  It  would 
be  very  inconvenient  to  postpone  the 
statement  until  Monday  at  4  o'clock. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  M'OARTHY  said,  It 
was  almost  useless  to  hope  to  g^t 
through  the  Constabulary  Vote  that 
night,  and  he  would  therefore  propose 
that  it  should  be  postponed  until  Satur- 
day. It  was  desired  by  hon.  Members 
-who  sat  near  him  to  discuss  the  Vote 
fully  and  fairly,  but  without  undue  ex- 
penditure of  time. 

Kb.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT  said, 
he  would  ask  whether  the  Oovemment 
oould  not  make  a  definite  statement  as 
to  what  Votes  would  be  taken  on  Mon- 
day? If  the  discusftion  on  the  Irish 
Votes  were  prolonged  beyond  the  period 
the  Government  anticipated,  the  Diplo- 
matic Vote  might  be  postponed  to  Tues- 
day. He  thoagbt  that  if  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  could  not  be  taken  for  certain  on 
Monday,  it  would  be  better  to  fix  it  for 
certain  on  Tuesday. 

Me.  GREGORY  said,  he  thought  the 
programme  of  the  bon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) somewhat  over- sanguine.  He  (Mr. 
Gregory)  wished  to  express  a  hope  that 
Bills  would  not  be  proceeded  with,  as 
they  had  been  lately,  at  4  or  5  o'clock 
in  the  morning  after  Progress  had  been 
renorted  on  Suraily. 

taCHANOEaiiOBoFTHBEXCHE- 
QUEB  (Mr.  Ohildbbs)  said,  it  vas  prac- 
tioaliy  impossible,  as  suggested  b^  the 
hon.  Member  for  LongfonL  (Mr.  Justin 
M'Oarthy),  to  take  the  Ooustabulaxy  Vote 


as  well  as  Class  IV.  on  Saturday.  They 
must,  therefore,  finish  the  Constabulary 
Vote  that  night,  if  Class  IV.  was  to  be 
taken  on  Saturday.  As  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ash- 
mead -Bartlett),  the  Diplomatic  Vote 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  the 
first  Order  on  Monday.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Loi*d 
Randolph  Churchill)  had  attacked  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  in  a  very 
unfair  way,  for  having  done  his 
best  to  explain  the  probable  course  of 
Supply.  The  noble  Lord  forgot  that 
the  I^ime  Minister  had  already  spoken, 
and  could  not  speak  again.  Besides, 
his  hon.  Friend  was  more  conversant 
with  this  subject  than  any  other  Mem> 
her  of  the  Government,  and  it  was  only 
natural  that  he  should  point  out  what 
he  considered  to  be  the  best  course  to 
adopt.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  thought  it  was  evident  that 
it  would  be  extremely  hard  on  the  Go- 
vernment to  undertake  to  make  a  com- 
munication on  the  Conference  to-mor- 
row, assuming  that  the  Conference 
arrived  at  a  decision  the  same  day. 
He  was  not  aware  of  any  Vote  upon  tho 
Report  of  Supply  upon  which  any  re- 
ference to  the  question  of  the  Conference 
could  be  made ;  and  it  would  be  irregu- 
lar to  make  an  important  statement 
about  foreign  affairs  upon  a  Vote  which 
had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'£ENNA :  I  beg  to 
ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is  not 
the  case  that  the  Prime  Minister  may, 
with  the  leave  of  the  House,  make  a 
statement  at  any  time  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Yes;  that  would 
be  so. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
thought  it  was  unfair  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  try  and  force  all  the  re- 
maining Irish  Votes  through  on  Satur- 
day. He  protested  against  that  manner 
of  burking  Irish  questions. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  asked  whether 
the  Speaker  had  ruled  that  it  would  be 
in  Order,  at  6  o'clock  to<morrov,  by 
leave  of  the  House,  for  the  Pxime  Mi- 
nister to  make  a  sii^ment  as  to  what 
had  passed  in  the  Gonferenoe  P 

Me.  SPEAKER:  It  will  bo  dearly 
competent. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  that  ho 
would  then  make  an  appeal  to  the  Prime 
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Minister  to  make  some  Btatement  on  the 
Egyptian  Question  to-morrow,  more  par- 
ticularly when  they  remembered  what 
had  been  the  courae  pursued  by  the  Oo- 
vemment  in  connection  with  the  Confer- 
ence. It  had  been  such  as  to  g^ve  rise 
to  grave  suspicion,  in  eome  quarters, 
that  the  Goyemment  desired  to  burke 
discussion.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "  and  "  Shame !  "1 
He  made  no  accusation  of  that  kind 
himself ;  nevertheless,  the  accusation 
had  been  made,  and  had  been  believed 
in ;  and  he  would,  ther^ore,  in  their 
own  interMta,  recommend  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  every  opportnnily  of 
allowing  tiie  House  to  discuss  tbe 
question.  He  could  not  but  think 
that  it  would  be  for  their  own  inte- 
rests that  they  should  tell  the  House 
to-morrow,  if  it  was  in  their  power, 
what  had  happened  in  the  Conference, 
so  that  hon.  Members  might  have  Sun- 
day and  Monday  to  consider  the  position, 
and  determine  what  was  to  be  done.  He 
ventured  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  to 
the  Government  on  the  subject. 

Baroit  henry  DE  "WORMS  said, 
he  concurred  in  the  appeal  made  by  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  to  the 
Government  to  make  such  a  statement 
to  the  House  as  they  might  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezckequer 
thought  that  enoh  a  proceeding  would 
be  out  of  Order ;  but  they  had  now  the 
authority  of  the  Speaker  for  saying  that 
it  would  not  be.  The  Prime  Minister, 
moreover,  had  given  a  pledge  that  the 
House  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  result  of  the  Conference ;  and  it  was 
only  reasonable,  in  view  of  the  great 
interests  concerned,  that  the  Government 
should  make  a  statement  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  the  fact 
was  that  the  time  of  hon.  Members  was 
valuable.  On  the  other  hand — he  had 
to  take  this  view— that  there  was  some 
inconvenience  in  a  conditional  pledge ; 
and  a  conditional  pledge  was  the  only 

fledge  that  the  Government  oould  give, 
t  would  be  impossible  to  say  to-day 
how  long  the  Conference  would  sit  to- 
morrow, or  what  deliberation  on  the 
part  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  tiiie  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  tihe  Conference  might  be 
required.  But,  subject  to  that  uncer- 
tainty, they  should  desire  to  accommo- 
date hon.  Gentlemen  in  any  request  if  it 
was  reasonable.    ConsequenU.y,  if  they 

Mr.  A,  J.  £a^itur 


were  so  happy  as  to  have  it  in  their 
power  to  do  so,  they  would  make  that 
statement  to-morrow. 

Ma.  JOHN  EEDMOND  said,  he  was 
anxious  that  some  definite  understand- 
ing should  be  come  to  between  the  Irish 
Members  and  the  Government.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  to  cram  into  to-night 
and  to-morrow  a  full  discussion  of  the  re- 
maining Irish  Votes ;  and  he  told  the  Go- 
vernment plainly  that,  if  they  forced  the 
Irish  Members,  by  a  policy  of  fatigue,  to 
pass  these  Yotes  before  they  were  amply 
discussed,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  himsefit 
and  his  Irish  Colleagues  to  discuss  them 
again  on  the  Appropriation  BilL  He 
asked  ^e  Government  not  to  take  the 
ConstabulOT  Vote  that  niffht. 

OoLONBL  EING-HAKMAN  said,  that, 
seeing  the  House  would  be  infallibly 
occupied  with  other  Irish  questions,  he 
would  also  urge  the  Government  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  0<m- 
stabulary  Vote  until  to-morrow. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  123  ;  Noes 
23 :  Majority  100.— (Div.  List,  No.  201.) 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  said,  be  hoped 
the  House  would  allow  him  to  express 
great  regret  at  his  having  appeared  to 
differ  from  the  ^eaker's  ruling.  He 
wished  to  give  Notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  the  Speaker  this  Ques- 
tion— What  opportunity,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Besoiation  now  pawed,  would 
be  available  to  hon.  Membras  who  might 
desire  to  bring  forward  the  question  of 
the  sufficiency  of  our  Naval  prepara- 
tions to  meet  any  combination  that  might 
be  brought  against  us  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEE:  It  would  not  be  in 
Order  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
such  a  Notice  to  the  Chair.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  state  what  opportunities  may 
be  open  to  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  but,  if 
he  asks  me,  I  m^  point  out  that  the 
various  stages  of  the  Appropriation  Bill 
afford  a  wide  scope,  and  perhaps  he 
may  find  an  opportunity  on  one  ofthose 
occasions. 

ORDERS  OF  TEE  J>AY, 


SUPPLY.— COMMITTEB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 
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NATIONAL  BOHOOL  TEA(mEBS 

(IRELAND).— RESOLUTION. 

Ma.JUSTINHUNTLTM'OAETHT, 
in  rieing  tocall  attention  to  the  grievances 
of  National  School  teachers  in  Ireland ; 
and  to  move— 

"  That  this  House  views  with  deep  regret  the 
impoasibility  of  at  present  introducing  f£e  Edu- 
cation  Bill  for  Iroland  promised  last  year  by  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  that,  seeing  the  hardships 
which  the  Irish  National  Teachers  are  un- 
doahtedly  aubjected  to,  and  the  necessity  which 
exiata  of  rendering  bo  important  a  body  of  public 
serTants  contented  with  their  work,  this  House 
is  of  opinion  that  provision  shoiUd  be  mode 
forthwith  to  improve  their  incomes  temporarily, 
and  that  a  Bill  removing  tbeirseveral  grievances 
should  be  introduced  early  in  the  next  Session,' ' 

said :  Sir,  the  grievances  of  the  Irish 
National  School  teachers,  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  the  mouthpiece 
to-day,  are  three-fold.  In  the  first 
place,  the  teachers  complain  of  insuffi- 
cient salaries;  in  the  second  place,  they 
complain  of  the  want  of  fit  and  proper 
dwelling-places ;  in  the  third  place,  they 
complain  of  the  want  of  proper  pro- 
visions for  retiring  pensions,  when  they 
have  worn  out  their  lives  and  their  use- 
fulness in  the  Public  Service.  Now, 
all  these  grievances  are  very  great 
grievances,  and  no  apology  whatever  is 
needed,  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  who 
make  them,  or  of  any  hon.  Members  of 
this  House  who  support  them,  in  press- 
ing them  upon  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment. There  is  no  duty  more  in- 
cumbent upon  a  State  than  the  proper 
education  of  its  citizens,  and  that  duty 
presses  with  especial  gravity  upon  a 
State  in  its  dealings  with  citizens  who 
bear  their  citizenship  not  by  choice,  but 
by  compulsion.  The  English  Govern- 
ment have  insisted  upon  taking  into 
their  own  hands  the  care  of  Ireland  and 
of  the  Irish  people ;  they  have  adopted 
Ireland,  according  to  that  Oriental  prin- 
ciple which  gives  to  adoption  all  the 
lights  and  privileges  of  veritable  pa- 
rentage. Tet,  in  the  Eastern  method 
of  adoption,  there  are  generally  two 
parties  to  the  transaction.  But  though 
we  are  by  no  means  a  willing  party  to 
this  process  of  adoption,  though  we 
absolutely  refuse  to  regard  England  as 
our  mother  amon|;  the  nations,  we  have 
the  right  to  insist,  and  we  do  insist, 
that,  so  long  as  this  principle  of  adop- 
tion holds  good,  England  shall  properly 
fulfil  all  the  duties  she  has  thereby  in- 
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curred,  and  of  all  those  duties  the  duty 
of  properly  educating  the  Irish  people 
takes  a  foremost  place.  In  no  part  of 
this  Empire  is  education  more  important 
than  in  Ireland.  Thanks  to  the  foster- 
ing care  which  this  country  has  exercised 
for  so  long  over  our  destinies,  we  have 
not  those  large  manufactures  which,  in 
the  happier  condition  of  England  and 
Scotland,  aflford  employment  to  their 
peoples.  By  education,  and  by  education 
atone,  can  the  vast  bulk  of  the  Irish 
people  hope  to  rise  to  influence,  to 
affluence,  or  to  ease.  Now,  you  cannot 
have  fitting  education  without  fitting 
teachers,  and  you  cannot  have  fitting 
teachers,  except  under  certain  conditions. 
One  of  the  greatest  authorities  on  educa- 
tion, the  great  German  author  Jean 
Paul  Richter,  in  the  exquisite  treatise 
on  education  which  is  called  Zevana, 
likens  teachers  and  taught  to  the  Gods 
and  the  first  men.  Teachers,  he  says, 
physical  and  spiritual  giants  to  children, 
descend  to  these  little  ones,  and  form 
them  to  be  great  or  small,  and  he  de- 
clares that  it  is  a  touching  and  a  mighty 
thought  that  tho  teacher  has  the  great 
spirits  and  teachers  of  our  immediate 
posterity  under  his  influence,  and  tbat 
he  leads  future  suns  like  little  wandering 
stars  in  his  leading  strings.  The  mission 
of  the  educator  of  youth  is,  indeed,  one 
of  the  most  important  that  a  man  can 
be  intrusted  with ;  but  it  is  impOasiUe 
for  any  man  to  attend  to  that  import- 
ant mission  with  the  nece-ssary  whole- 
heartedness,  if  his  mind  is  incessantly 
harassed  by  cares  both  now  and  in  the 
future,  and  his  mind  must  always  be 
thus  harassed  so  long  as  the  wage  he 
receives  is  so  cruelly  insufficient  for  his 
daily  wants  as  it  is  at  present.  Now, 
what  is  the  wage  which  is  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  Irish  NationEil  School  teachers, 
every  one  of  whom,  be  it  remembered, 
has  in  his  hands- the  education  and,  in 
consequence,  the  future  destiny  of  a  large 
number  of  Ijish  citizens?  The  average 
income  of  an  Irish  National  School 
teacher,  by  the  Parliamentary  Betum  of 
June,  1881,  is  under  £60.  This  sum,  most 
unfairly  insufficient  in  itself,  appears 
yet  more  insufiicient  and  unifair  when 
we  remember  that  it  is  rather  less  than 
one-half  of  theaverage  income  of  teachera 
in  England  and  in  Scotland.  The  highest 
salary  an  Irish  National  School  teacher 
ever  gets  is  poor  enough ;  the  lowest  la 
miserable  in  the  ^^ligis^^^Gjityg^ 
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have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to 
better  this  oonditioa  of  things  by  aya- 
tems  of  results  fees ;  but  the  attempts 
have  so  far  wholly  failed  to  materially 
improve  the  position  of  the  Irish  Na- 
tional School  teacher.  It  is  only  one 
other  example  of  the  unconquerable 
patience  of  the  Irish  race,  that,  in  de- 
nance  of  the  privations  that  so  unjust  a 
scale  of  wage  brings  with  it,  the  Irish 
National  School  teachers  hare  so  far 
been  able  to  hold  their  own  well,  as  far 
as  results  go,  with  their  better-paid 
brethren  of  England  and  Scotlwd.  But, 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
twribly  unequal  conditions  of  the  com- 
petitton,  this  successful  rivalry  of  results 
cannot  be  expected  to  continue.  There 
is — ^it  is  really  not  surprising— there  is 
a  dearth  of  oandidatea  for  the  posts  of 
National  School  teachers  in  Ireland. 
Ton  cannot  hire  men  into  the  acceptance 
of  posts  of  grave  responsibility  and 
arduous  labour  by  the  temptations  of 
starvation  wages,  miserable  habitations, 
and  no  prospect  of  a  provision  for  their 
helpless  old  age.  Does  the  House  think 
that  Irish  teachers  can  live  ou  the  air, 

{tromise-crammed  ?  Does  it  consider 
ess  than  £60  a-year  a  tempting  salary 
for  human  beings  in  the  responsible 
position  of  teachers  of  the  rising  gene- 
ration ?  At  least,  the  Irish  people  do 
not  think  so.  From  all  parts  of  Ireland 
oome  official  Beports,  recording  the  difiB.- 
oolty  of  finding  teachers.  District  after 
district  announces — 

"  A  grest  deuth  of  oandidates.  Wsaretold 
ly  competent  anthorities  Utat  the  Barrioe  is  on^ 
the  last  resort  of  titose  despairing  of  man 
coveted  posts." 

Uelanoholy  stories  are  told  <^  teachers 
who— 

**  Would  be  sore  pinched  if  their  incomes 
were  not  augmented  by  the  profits  of  their  little 
flhope." 

And  SO  the  dismal  record  runs  on,  in- 
stance after  instance,  for  page  after  page. 
Some  of  the  Irish  National  School 
teachers,  sondy  pressed  by  need,  have 
endeavoured  to  combine  their  dutira  as 
the  instructors  of  youth  with  the  pursuit 
of  farming  on  their  own  account.  This 
is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  if  it  is  not 
great^  to  be  wondered  at.  We  learn 
half-teaohere,  half-farmers — 

'*  Kever  apply  themselves  to  their  studies 
with  a  view  to  improving  their  classificatioD« 
Init  romd  the  greater  part  ctf  their  time,  outside 
school  hours,  m  working  upon  their  fanu 

Mr.  Juttm  RmUy  M'Cartli^ 


that  they  make  neither  good  teachers  nor 
good  farmers ;  we  learn  that,  in  their 
manner,  dress,  and  conversation,  they 
have  a  greater  resemblance  to  agricul- 
tural labourers  than  to  school  teachers. 
Such  a  combination  of  rural  pursuits 
with  the  duties  of  the  education  of  others 
might  have  been  possible  in  a  simpler 
age  than  ours,  when  the  shepherds  of 
Theocritus  tended  their  flocks  upon  the 
Sicilian  slopes  and  Yirgilian  shepherds 
hived  their  bees  on  mo  Boman  Oun- 
pagna.  There  was  no  reason  why 
Gomatas  should  not  teach  Laoon  how  to 
pipe  and  sin^  in  the  intervflds  between 

Sressing  his  wine  fuid  shearing  his  sheep, 
[eliboeut  might  easily  snatch  Imsnre 
from  his  thatching  or  dicing  to  instavot 
Tityrus  in  the  movements  of  the  stars 
and  the  change  of  the  seasons,  or  the 
fortunes  of  the  Trman  War.  But  we 
have  passed  away  from  those  pastoral 
days.  Modern  education  requires  some- 
thing more  from  its  professors  than 
Gomatas  and  Melibosus  could  offer  to 
their  pupils,  and  "modern  education 
does  not  look  with  a  very  favour- 
able eye  upon  the  attempt  to  com- 
bine the  quiet  pleasures  and  cares  of 
a  farmer's  life  with  the  task  of  giving 
instruction  to  the  yoong.  At  the  same 
time,  the  teachers  who  thus  become 
farmers  are  not  to  be  too  severely 
blamed.  What  reward  have  they? 
What  hope  have  they?  It  is  scarcely 
strange  that  th^  endeavour  to  glean 
from  the  cultivation  of  the  fruitful  earth 
some  better  means  of  keeping  body  and 
soul  together  than  is  afforded  to  them 
by  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind. 
Nor  is  it  strange  that  these  toaohers 
turned  farmers  should,  in  the  end,  be- 
come more  of  the  farmer  than  of  the 
teacher.  The  farmer's  is  the  more  pro- 
fitable occupation  of  the  two.  It  is  the 
State  that  is  to  blame  for  the  niggard 
spirit  which  tries  to  cheat  the  human  un- 
derstanding by  underpaying  its  teachers. 
It  is  the  State  that  is  to  blame  for  doling 
out,  with  paraimonious  fingers,  the  pitiful 
sums  that  it  now  offers  to  the  ministrants 
of  education  in  Ireland,  sums  so  pitiful 
that,  if  they  are  persevered  in,  the  State 
will  soon  have  no  teachers  at  all,  or  (mly 
teachers  that  are  worth  no  more  than 
the  beggarly  drntfir  they  are  bought 
for.  But  the  lack  of  salary  is  not  tiie 
Irish  teachers*  only  want.  The  want  of 
a  proper  dwelling  too  often  presses 
jost  as  heavily  upon  him  as  the  scarcity 
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of  salfny.  Hie  oases  in  which  prorision 
is  directly  made  for  the  teachers  abode 
are  tew.  Even  by  the  most  recent 
figures,  some  80  per  cent  oi  the  teachers 
were  unprovided  with  residences  con- 
nected with  their  schools.  It  is  not  very 
long  since  London  was  stimulated  to 
unexpected  pity  by  ghastly,  yet,  I  have 
no  doubt,  perfectly  accurate  pictures  of 
the  miserable  way  in  which  the  London 
poor  were  housed.  It  became  quite 
fashionable  to  go  "slumming."  I  wish 
it  could  become,  for  a  few  weeks,  the 
£&9hion  for  some  of  the  sympathetic 
spirits  in  London  to  cross  the  Irish  Sea, 
and  learn  how,  not  the  poor  alone,  but 
the  teachers  of  the  poor — those  whose 
task  it  is  to  make  men  forget  or  conquer 
their  poverty — are  housed.  The  dwell- 
ings in  whi<m  many  of  the  teachers  have 
to  live  would  not  be  chosen  by  a  chari- 
tably-minded manager  of  a  menagerie 
as  hutches  for  hyenas.  The  teachers 
ue  often  pent  up  in  narrovr  limits,  badly 
lighted,  badly  drained,  badly  ventilated, 
except  indeed  when,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens, the  roof  blows  o£f  or  falls  in,  and 
allows  of  too  much  ventilation.  Even 
these  wretched  dwellinga,  which  defy 
alike  the  laws  of  health  and  the  custom 
of  decency,  are  miles  and  miles  away 
from  the  schools  in  which  the  teachers 
have  to  teu^.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  my 
third  point — ^pensions.  In  all  vocations 
of  life,  men  look  forward  to  a  time  when 
they  may  rest  from  their  labours  and 
wait  with  folded  hands  for  the  honr  of 
their  death ;  in  many  vocations  men 
hoard  for  themselves  the  small  sum 
which  will  allow  them  to  end  their  days 
of  toil  in  an  evening  of  peace.  But  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Irish  National 
School  teachers  cannot  possibly  do  this. 
Their  meed  is  barely  sufficient  to  keep 
them  alive;  it  allows  them  no  margin 
for  laying  anything  by.  They  are 
amongst  the  most  valuable  servants  of 
the  State  and  they  deserve  a  pension 
"Well,  the  Government  has  made  some 
provision  at  last  for  this,  but  what  pro- 
vision ?  The  Government  seems  to  nave 
acted  on  the  principle  of  the  survival  of 
the  fittest,  and  to  have  retarded  its  pen- 
sions as  lone  as  possible,  in  the  hope, 
apparently,  that  very  few  Irish  teachers 
may  live  long  enough  to  profit  by  its 
delusive  mtmifioence.  For  example,  a 
first  class  teacher,  on  entering  the  Pro- 
fession at  18,  would  receive  at  65,  after 
47  years'  sarice,  a  pension  of  £88.  The 


third  class  teachers,  who  are,  of  course, 
the  most  numerous,  would  only  receive 
£35  for  the  same  life's  labour.  Yet,  if 
the  same  teacher  retired  at  the  age  of 
68,  after  40  years'  toil,  he  would  only 
receive  a  pension  of  half  the  amount  he 
would  receiveif  ho  held  on  for  seven  years 
longer.  Thus,  tho  Government  apparently 
regards  tho  last  seven  years  of  a  man's 
work  as  of  exactly  the  same  value  as  the 
whole  40  years  preceding.  In  fact,  the 
Government  pension  is  really  a  reward 
for  physical  ondurance — the  survival  of 
the  fittest.  Tho  education  of  the  Irish 
people  has  always  been  accomplished  in 
tho  face  of  difiSculties  that  would  have 
driven  a  less-determined  people  to  de- 
spair. Through  darkened  generations, 
the  Irish  people  strove  with  all  their 
strength  to  be  educated,  and  theEuKlish 
people  strove  with  all  their  strong^  to 
prevent  them  f  ram  being  educated.  The 
Irish  priests,  as  heroic  as  the  disciples  of 
Patrick  who  carried  Ohrtstianity  to  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  tho  pine  forests 
of  Germany  and  the  Islands  of  the 
Northern  Seas,  fought  once  again  a 
fight  with  barbarism,  and  once  again 
prevailed  agaiust  it.  When  no  Catholic 
might  open  a  Echool,  the  priests  estab- 
lished what  were  known  as  "hedge 
schools,"  The  new  defenders  of  the 
Faith  gave  to  a  hungry  people  that  in- 
tellectual food  which  the  harsh  law 
deaied  them.  In  the  end,  the  hedge 
school  and  the  hedge  scholars  triumphed, 
and  England  had  to  learn  that  she  could 
not  withhold  education  from  the  subject 
people.  But  she  has  not  learnt  the 
lesson  thoroughly  yet.  The  State  pro- 
vides the  means  of  education,  but  the 
means  are  not  sufficient.  The  Govern- 
ment has  accepted  the  responsibility,  and 
it  must  face  that  responsibility  in  a  pro- 
per spirit.  I  trust  the  Government  will 
see  their  way  to  do  something  at  once, 
and  to  promise  more  for  tho  future,  for 
the  Irish  National  School  teachers.  T 
beg,  Sir,  to  move  the  Resolution  that 
stands  in  my  name. 

Colonel  NOLAN,  in  seconding  the 
Motion,  said,  that  it  was  hard  that  the 
National  School  teachers  in  Ireland  \Vere 
not  remunerated  on  the  same  scale  as 
their  brethen  in  England  and  Scotland. 
While  the  salaries  of  these  teachers 
were  £  1 27  in  England,  and  £  138  in  Scot- 
land, in  Ireland  they  averaged  only  a 
little  over  £60,  or  lo&s  than  one-half.  At 
the  same  time,  the  cost  of  living  was  in 
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no  instance  less,  and  in  some  greater,  in 
Ireland  than  in  those  countries.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  Irish  teacher, 
irho  could  not  be  expected  to  drees  like 
a  labouring  man,  was,  in  reality,  worse 
off  than  the  peasant ;  and  he  could  in- 
form the  House  that  many  of  the  Irish 
Bdiool  teat^ers  were  obliged  to  walk 
about  in  peasant  dress  on  account  of 
their  poverty.   The  Qovemment  vere 
always  going  to  do  something  "  next 
Sesnon,"  but  the  Irish  Members  never 
got  such  a  inxnnise  as  would  bind  gen- 
tlemen of  honour  to  bring  in  a  BiU.  It 
was  said  that  tm  account  of  the  unount 
of  money  received  from  England  and 
Scotland  by  taxation,  that  all  the  more 
should  be  expended  in  these  countries. 
"What  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  contended  was 
that  the  Education  Estimates  for  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  had  advanced  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  while  those  for  Ire- 
land had  remained  stationary.    The  sta- 
tistics on  the  question  went  to  show  that 
the  cost  of  the  Government  per  head  for 
education  in  Ireland  was  practically  the 
same  as  the  cost  per  head  in  Qreat  Bri- 
tain, as  during  the  last  12  years  the 
grant  to  Ireland  had  been  becoming 
proportionately  less.   The  difficulties  of 
educating  people  who  were  spread  over 
a  wide  area,  as  they  were  in  the  case  of 
Ireland,  were  greater  than  those  in- 
volved in  educating  the  people  of  towns, 
and  even  the  population  of  ScoUand 
was,  on  the  whole,  more  concentrated 
than  'tiiat  of  Ireland.   Yet  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  give  Ireland  a  little  more 
on  this  account,  and  it  left  the  teachers 
in  a  wretched  condition.    It  had  been 
said  that  they  ought  to  look  to  the  loca- 
lities for  some  help ;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  whereas  in  England  the  cost  of  edu- 
cation was  largely  contributed  to  by 
various  wealthy  classes,  and  by  the  ap- 
plication of  endowments,  of  which  both 
that  conntry  and  Scotland  had  a  great 
many,  in  Ireland  there  were  very  few 
endowments  remaining,  what  there  ori- 
ginally were  having  been  confiscated, 
and  the  only  rich  class  in  the  latter  coim- 
txy  who,  in  the  event  of  their  decease, 
were  likebr  to  bequeath  money  for  the 
purpose  of  endowments  for  educational 
piuxtoses,  were  out  of  sympathy  with 
ui8\pec^le  as  regarded  religion,  and  were 
to  a  large  extmt  absentees.  Neither 
was  it  of  any  use  to  expect  aasistanoe 
from  the  Poor  Law  Graardians,  who, 
though  not  indifferent  to  education, 


thought  it  ought  not  to  be  maintained 
out  of  the  poor  rates,  and  therefore 
some  other  resource  must  be  looked  to. 
A  very  heavy  responsibiUty  rested  upon 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  thought  the  Government 
ought  to  provide  about  £100,000,  which 
would  sumoe  to  meet  the  ease  f^  some 
time  to  come. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That,"  to  the 
end  of  the  QueBtion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  this  HooBe  views  with  deep  revret  tSuim- 
possibilitjr  of  at  present  intrMueug  the  Eda- ' 
cation  Bill  for  Ireland  promiasd  last  year  hr 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  that,  seeing  the  han* 
ships  which  the  Irish  National  Teachers  are 
undouhtedly  suhjected  to,  and  the  necessity 
which  exiBta  of  rendering  so  impOTtant  a  body 
of  pnblio  sernuitB  contented  witii  Uieirwork, 
ttiis  Honse  ii  of  ounion  that  provirion  should 
be  made  forthwith  to  improre  th^r  incomes 
temporarily,  and  that  a  Bill  removing  tiieir 
several  grievances  should  be  introduced  early 
in  the  next  SecNrion,"— (ifr.  Ju$tim  Sm^ 
McCarthy,) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

OoLOHBL  00LTHUE8T,  in  support- 
ing the  Motion,  said,  he  should  be  sorry 
to  think  that  the  success  or  partial  suc- 
cess of  the  teachers'  claim  should  de- 
pend upon  whether  the  Government 
were  appreciably  to  increase  the  grant 
for  education.  Even  if  it  were  not  in- 
creased a  great  deal  might  be  done  to 
remedy  the  great  grievances  of  the  Irish 
teachers.  When  the  Tlnions  were  made 
contributory,  a  large  number  at  first 
availed  themselves  of  the  power  of  con- 
tributing, and  they  did  not  find  their 
contributions  burdensome  to  the  rates. 
The  Cork  Union  contributed  up  to  the 

§ resent  time,  and  did  not  find  it  bar- 
ensome  to  do  so.  But  one  tJnion  after 
another  dropped  off;  the  example  be- 
came contagious,  and  now  the  number 
contributing  was  reduced  to  four.  Whe- 
ther or  not  a  National  rate  for  Poor 
Law  purposes  would  be  iustifiaUe  he 
did  not  say  ;  but  there  oould  be  no  ques- 
tion it  would  be  justified  in  the  ease  of 
education ;  and  he  believed  still  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Obief  Seme- 
tuy  for  Ireland  brought  in  a  Bill  next 
year,  authorizing  a  l^tional  rate  of  \i, 
in  the  pound,  it  would  amply  provide 
the  Irish  National  School  teachets  wt& 
an  adequate  addition  to  th^salaries. 
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There  should  be  a  minimum  below  which 
the  salaries  of  no  well-clasaed  teacher 
should  fall,  and  if  such  a  rate  as  he  had  ' 
suggested  were  adopted,  the  minimum 
salary  would  be  provided.  With  regard 
to  pensions,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
demands  of  the  teachers  were  fair.  He 
thought  3d  years'  service  should  entitle 
a  teacher  to  a  pension,  irresx>ectire  of 
age.  The  Teachers*  Besidences  Act 
was  no  doubt  a  veij  liberal  and  praise- 
worthy measure,  as  it  offered  to  any 
looali^  in  which  it  was  desired  to  build 
a  teaoher's  house,  a  sum  of  £200.  It 
was  possible  for  a  teacher  in  a  good  dis- 
trict to  take  advantage  of  that  Act ;  but 
a  teacher  with  a  poor  salary,  and  with 
managers  who  would  not  assist  him, 
oould  not.  It  was  also  nearly  impos- 
sible to  obtain  suitable  sites  for  teachers' 
dwellings,  owing  to  the  want  of  sym- 
pathy mat  existed  between  the  rich  and 
poor  classes  in  Ireland ;  and  since  the 
passing  of  the  Land  Aot,  there  was  the 
greatest  disinclination  on  the  purt  of  oc- 
onpiers  of  land  to  part  with  a  bit  of 
land  upon  any  terms  whatever,  and  if 
teachers  were  to  be  properly  housed, 
eompulsoty  power  should  be  given  to 
aoquire  sites  on  which  to  build  rendenoes. 
He  thought  his  hou.  Friend  (lb.  Justin 
Huntly  M'Carthy)  had  done  good  ser- 
vice in  bringing  this  matter  before  the 
House,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  would  give  prece- 
denoe  next  Session  over  all  other  mea- 
sures, including  the  Irish  Sunday  Oloaing 
Bill,  to  a  well-considered  Parliamentary 
scheme  for  redressing  the  many  griev- 
ances which  harassed  and  embarrassed 
the  action  of  the  National  School  teachers 
of  Ireland. 

BiU.  DAWSON  said,  he  had  great 
pleasare  in  congratulating  his  hon. 
friend  the  Uember  for  Athlone  (Mr. 
Justin  Huntly  M'Cartfay]  on  his  ad* 
mirable  apeeoh  in  introducing  the  sub- 
ieoi ;  but  ne  oould  not  congratulate  the 
lum.  and  galknt  Uember  who  had  just 
sat  down  (Colonel  Oolthurst)  on  the 
remedy  of  hope  deferred,  whion  he  had 
proposed  as  a  solution  of  the  Irish  Na- 
tional School  teachers'  ^evanee.  Edu- 
cators of  the  people  m  Lreland  were 
shunefully  neglected.  The  teachers  in 
England  and  in  foreign  oountries  were 
treated  with  the  deepest  respect ;  but  in 
Ireland  the  reverse  of  that  was  the  case. 
This  was,  he  contended,  due  to  the  fact 
that,  in  the  latter,  the  teachers  weie  pro- 


tected by  the  Govenment ;  while,  in  Ire- 
land, they  were  scarcely  officially  recog- 
nized. The  minimum  salaries  formerly 
offered  to  National  schoolmasters — 
namely,  £15,  were  such  as  a  cook  would 
not  accept ;  and  the  maximum  salaries, 
£46,  they  would  not  offer  to  their  valet. 
No  doubt,  that  state  of  things  had  been 
improved  through  the  exertions  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Kildare 
(Mr.  Meldon) ;  but  still  Uieir  remunera- 
tion was  entirely  inoonunensnrate  with 
their  abilities  and  devotion  to  yroA, 
The  disproportion  which  existed  between 
their  salaries  and  those  of  English  and 
Scotch  teachers  were  almost  inexpli- 
cable, and  he  failed  to  see  any  reason 
why  the  social  position  of  an  English 
teacher  should  be  better  than  that  of 
an  Irish  teacher,  or  why,  in  this  coun- 
try, teachers'  salaries  should  be  100  per 
cent  more  than  they  were  in  Ireland. 
He  hoped  the  Oovemment  in  the  future 
would  give  the  same  protection  to  Irish 
teachers  as  they  had  afforded  in  the  past 
to  teachers  in  England.  The  teachers 
in  Ireland  were  paid  by  results;  but 
there  was  no  oompulsory  education  in 
the  ceuntry  as  in  England,  so  that  the 
teachers  were  not  given  the  matwielB 
for  producing  results.  With  regard  to 
pensions,  teachers  asua%  entered  the 
Profession  at  17  or  18.  u  they  retired 
at  38,  after  20  years'  service,  they  got 
£6  a-year  pension  ;  if  they  retired  at  48, 
after  30  years'  service,  they  got  £18; 
if  at  53,  after  35  years'  service,  they  got 
£25 ;  and  if  at  65,  after  47  years'*  ser 
vice,  they  got  half  their  salary.  An  In- 
spector of  Police  who,  on  the  other  hand, 
retired  at  49,  after  27  years'  service,  got 
a  pension  equal  to  his  full  pay  of  £200 
a-year.  Again,  the  teacher  was  obliged 
to  pay  something  in  order  to  add  to  his 
pension.  If  he  lived  he  got  it  back; 
but  if,  after  years  of  labour,  he  died 
before  getting  it  back,  the  money  was 
confiscated,  instead  of  coming  to  Ids 
fkmily  in  the  hour  of  its  greatest  need. 
He  did  not  deny  that  they  had  obtained 
some  advanta^ieB,  the  Goremment  bar- 
ing, at  one  time,  given  them  a  small 
taste  of  their  bosnty;  but  since  then 
they  had  withdrawn  it,  and,  in  the  main, 
all  the  promises  which  had  been  made 
to  them  had  proved  illusory.  They  got 
the  promise  of  residences ;  but  as  their 
erection  was  made  perfectly  optional 
with  the  managers,  the  teachers  were  still 
without  reaidenoes.   [(M>nel  Noum: 
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Themanagera  could  not  get  sites.]  Then, 
they  were  to  get  grants  from  the  Unions ; 
but  that  promise  had  also  proved  illu- 
sory. The  contributions  from  the  Poor 
Law  Unions  were  practically  nothing; 
and,  looking  at  tho  xinpopular  and  un- 
patriotic character  of  the  administration 
of  the  Commissioners  of  National  Edu- 
cation, he  must  confess  he  did  not  blame 
the  Guardians  for  not  contributing  to  a 
system  with  which  they  had  no  sym- 
pathy. Soon  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  the  teachers  got  £27,000  from  65 
XTnions,  but,  in  1882,  they  only  got 
£9,000.  Thesdthings  might  be  amended 
by  a  Bill  which  he  was  told  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  had  in  his  pigeon-holes. 
But  the  question  was,  what  would  the 
Ctovemment  do  to  relieve  the  teachers 
to-day?  He  would  suggest  that  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  should  introduce  a  Sup- 

Slementary  {ad  interim)  Vote  to  help 
lose  unfortunatepeople. 
Me.  TEEVELTAN  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Athlone  (Mr.  Justin  Huntly 
M'Carthy)  had  introduced  the  subject  in 
a  speech  which  showed,  at  any  rate,  that 
he  sympathized  with  everything  which 
concerned  education.  It  wasan extremely 
otdtivated  Bpeecb,  and  one  which,  as  a 
veteran  of  the  House,  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  say  gave  veiy  good  nope  as  to 
the  contributions  which,  in  after  years, 
the  hon.  Member  might  make  to  the 
debates  of  that  House.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  stated  the  case  of  the  Irish 
teachers  with  a  view  to  an  immediate 
solation,  which  was  put  in  a  more  defi- 
nite and  pointed  form  in  the  peroration 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  aat 
down  (Mr.  Dawson).  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Members  was  that  a  Supple- 
mentary Grant  should  be  made  out  of 
the  general  Exchequer ;  but  before  the 
Government  acceded  to  such  a  proposal, 
they  would  have  to  examine  the  pre- 
misses upon  which  it  was  asked  ;  and,  in 
examining  those  premisses,  he  had  come 
to  a  conclusion  very  different  from  those 
of  Uie  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Gtal- 
way  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Ou'Iow. 
It  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Athlone  t^at  unsucoessful  attempts 
had  been  made  to  better  the  position  of 
the  teachers,  and  that  their  position  was 
now  as  bad  as  for  many  years  back. 
"Upon  that  point,  he  at  once  joined  issue 
^th  the  hon.  Member.   The  position  of 
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Irish  teachers  had  improved  to  a  won> 
derful  degree  of  late  years.  Since  1871 
their  position  bad  been  improved  in  one 
way  and  another,  the  most  definite  and 
remarkable  of  which  was  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  system  of  result  fees.  In  the 
year  1872  tho  salaries  of  masters  in  the 
way  of  class  ranged  from  £52  to  £24, 
whereas  they  now  ranged  from  £70  to 
£35 ;  while  the  class  salaries  of  mis- 
tresses, which,  in  1872,  ranged  from  £20 
to  £42,  now  ranged  from  £27  to  £58. 
The  payment  per  pupil  had  risen  from 
13*.  Ud.  in  1871,  to  £1  3*.  Sd.  in  1882, 
and  the  collective  fig^urea  proved  still 
more  that  an  immense  improvement  had 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  last  10 
years.  Again,  in  the  year  1871  the 
grant  to  Ireland  from  the  Exchequer 
was  £381,000,  and  in  1883-4  it  was 
£726,000.  Of  those  amounts,  £262,000 
was  paid  to  the  teachers  in  1870-1 ;  and 
in  1883-4  the  amount  was  £580,000. 
That  was  an  immense  rise,  and  absolved 
the  Government,  as  he  thought,  from 
the  charge  that  they  had  done  little  or 
nothing  in  the  matter  for  many  years 
past.  Comparisons  which,  though  saffi- 
oiently  striKing,  were,  he  thou^t,  con- 
siderably exaggerated,  had  been  made 
between  the  position  of  the  teachers  in 
Ireland  and  those  in  Bngland  and  Scot- 
land .  It  had  been  asserted  that  teaohera 
in  England  and  Scotland  were  paid  twice 
as  much  as  those  in  Ireland.  The  fact 
was  that  the  average  teacher  in  Ireland 
got  as  much  as  £80  a-year ;  while  the 
average  certificated  master  in  England 
received  £l20.  That  was,  no  doubt,  a 
very  considerable  difi'erence ;  but  it  was 
not  twice  as  much.  [Mr.  Dawsok  : 
What  about  the  female  teachers  ?]  The 
average  annual  salary  of  the  female 
teachers  in  Ireland  would  certainly 
amount  to  £60  from  all  sources;  while 
in  England  it  would  amount  to  £72. 
He  had  not  taken  the  general  average. 
The  difference  would  be  represented 
very  much  more  accurately  by  half  as 
much  again  than  by  twice  as  much. 
When  a  d^nand  was  made  for  money 
from  theEzcheqner— that  was,  for  money 
paid  by  the  taxpayers  of  the  -  whole 
Kingdom — it  was  necessary  to  look  not 
only  at  the  actual  position  of  the  people 
it  was  to  benefit,  but  also  at  what  the 
taxpayer  had  done  for  them  already. 
Bespecting  it,  he  had  to  take  a  great 
deal  of  exception  to  what  had  been  said 
by  bon.  Members.    He  would,  not  enter 
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into  the  general  causes  which  had  been 
referred  to  to  explain  the  ver^  different 
average  which  local  aid  occupied  in  Ire- 
land  and  in  England ;  but  there  could 
be  no  doubt  it  was  very  great  indeed. 
In  England,  the  population  at  the  last 
Census  was  26,000,000,  and  the  Parlia- 
mentary Grant  was  £2,400,000.  The 
number  of  pupils  was  3,000,000,  and 
the  payment  for  each  pupjl  from  the 
Exchequer  was'lSt.  lO^i^.  The  payment 
for  eacut  pupil  in  Scotland  was  I7t.  S^d., 
and  in  Ireland  £l  l^d.  Now,  he 
was  sure  no  Englishman  or  Scotchman, 
neither  would  he  himself,  grudge  that 
favourable  proportion  to  Ireland ;  but  it 
was  a  serious  matter  to  ask  the  taxpayers 
of  the  Kingdom  to  increase  that  amount. 
If  £100,000  were  granted  to  these 
teachers,  it  must  be  recollected  that  of 
that  amount  Ireland  would  only  pay 
£10,000,  Scotland  £l  1,000,  and  England 
about  £79,000.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan), 
who  was  a  clever  statistician,  had  some- 
how made  out  that  Scotland  received 
more  than  Ireland  in  the  matter  of  edu- 
cation; but  the  calculation  he  (Mr.  Tre- 
Telyan)  had  made  was  that  it  did  not 
receive  as  much  as  Ireland,  though  the 
proportion  of  population  was  as  4  to  5. 
In  Scotland  at  me  last  Cfflisus  there 
vere  3,735,000  people,  and  42 1 ,000pupils 
on  tlie  rolls.  As  he  had  said,  in  England 
there  vere  26,000,000  of  people,  and 
£2,400,000  was  paid  by  the  Exchequer. 
That  was  something  less  than  2«.  a-head 
for  the  population.  In  Ireland  there 
were  5,160,000  people,  and  £730,000 
paid  by  the  Exchequer,  or  nearly  3*. 
a-bead  for  the  population.  In  Scotland 
there  were  3,700,000  people,  and  only 
£372,000  paid  for  popular  education,  or 
about  2t.  a-head  for  the  population ;  so 
that,  instead  of  Scotland  having  more 
or  as  much  paid  to  her  for  education 
as  Ireland,  she  had  only  a  little  more 
than  half  as  much.  That  being  so,  he 
thought  the  House  should  be  very  slow 
indeed  to  improve  the  condition  of  Irish 
teadiers  any  further  by  direct  money 
payments  out  of  the  fachequer.  He 
was  sure,  however,  that  there  was  no 
Englishman  or  Scotchman  who  would 
not  improve  the  position  of  the  Irish 
teachers,  if  it  was  done  by  the  same 
process  as  in  England  and  Scotland, 
and  that  was  by  securing  a  better  at- 
tendanceof  the  pupils,  and,  consequently, 
better  results.   One  great  cause  of  the 


poorness  of  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
teacher  as  compared  to  those  of  England 
and  Scotland,  was  the  deficiency  in  the 
result  fees,  owing  to  the  number  of 
children  who  went  to  school  being  so 
very  much  less  for  each  teacher ;  and, 
therefore,  the  one  method  of  improving 
the  position  of  the  Irish  teachers,  which, 
more  than  anything  else,  would,  he 
thought,  be  approved  of  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers m  every  part  of  the  House,  was  the 
introduction  into  Ireland  of  a  system  of 
compulsory  education.  He  did  not  wish 
to  press  too  far  the  a^^oment  which  had 
been  alluded  to  by  anticipation  by  al- 
most every  speaker  on  this  subject  that 
night ;  but  the  real  cause  why  Irish 
teachers  were  so  badly  paid  was  the 
absence  of  local  aid.  What  the  cause 
of  that  absence  of  local  aid  might  be, 
he  would  not  discuss  at  the  present 
moment.  The  absence  of  that  aid,  how- 
ever, was  more  striking  than  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  were  aware.  The  hon. 
Members  opposite  had  referred  to  the 
want  of  endowments  in  Ireland,  and  to 
the  absence  of  the  rich  class  ;  but  there 
was  one  source  of  local  aid  which  did 
not  depend  upon  the  presence  of  the 
rich,  except  mdirectly,  and  that  was 
the  school  pence.  In  England,  with 
3,000,000  of  children,  the  school  pence 
amounted  to  £1,500,000— that  was  to 
say,  each  child  contributed  10«.  a-year. 
In  Ireland,  with  469,000  children,  the 
school  pence  amounted  to  £93,000,  or 
about  4f.  a-head.  Then  he  came  to  the 
voluntary  subscriptions ;  and  here  he 
must  express  his  entire  sympathy  with 
those  hon.  Members  who  lamented  the 
very  small  sum  which  was  contributed 
voluntarily  towards  the  support  of  the 
Irish  schools.  There  was  not  in  Ireland 
the  same  class  as  in  England,  who  were 
inclined  to  subscribe  voluntarily  towards 
the  support  of  the  schools,  or,  at  all 
events,  its  benevolence  and  public  spirit 
did  not  run  in  that  direction ;  and  by 
far  the  most  striking  grievance  of  Ire- 
land was  the  existence  of  Irish  landlords 
in  the  South  who  did  not  do  their  duty, 
nor  a  tithe  of  their  duty,  towards  the 
education  of  the  people.  [Mr.  Kxnkt  : 
Or  anything  else.]  He  would  confine 
himseLf  to  the  mattw  of  education  at 
present.  In  England  the  sum  raised  by 
voluntary  contributions  for  educationid 
purposes  was  £724,000,  in  Scotiand  it 
was  £80,000,  and  in  Ireland  it  was 
£40,000.   The  defioieuqy,  this  caused, 
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vhich  he  thought  was  a  serious  evil, 
had  to  be  met,  and  he  thought  it  was 
made  up  by  very  much  larger  con- 
tributions from  the  Exchequer  to  Ire- 
land in  proportion  than  to  England. 
Then  he  came  to  the  income  derived 
from  rates,  and  this  was  a  most  signifi- 
cant fact,  because  the  rates  were,  after 
alt,  the  contributioQB  not  only  of  the 
few  rich  men,  but  they  were  exactly  in 
proportion  to  the  wealth  and  poverty  of 
the  members  of  the  entire  conununity. 
In  England  the  sum  derived  from 
the  rates  was  £808,000;  in  Scotland, 
£191,000  ;  and  in  Ireland,  £11,904. 
The  main  reason  for  this  difference  in 
figures  was  that  in  Scotland,  tlie  rates 
were  entirely  compulsory  ;  in  England, 
the^  were  to  a  large  extent  compulsory ; 
while  in  Ireland,  they  were  voluntary. 
He  could  not  concur  on  this  point  in  the 
observation  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson),  who  said  that  the 
English  Government  had  just  let  the 
teachers  taste  of  their  bounty,  and  had 
then  withdrawn  it.    That  observation 
should  have  referred  not  to  the  English 
Government,  but  to  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians. The  latter  had  the  power  of  con- 
tributing in  exactly  the  same  way  as  all 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Scotland 
did,  and  as  a  conuderable  number  in 
England  did.  Under  the  oircumstances, 
however,  it  was  not  his  business  to 
blame  the  Ijiah  Boards  of  Guardians 
for  their  action  in  this  matter — in  fact, 
he  did  not  think  that  they  were  to  blame 
in  reference  to  it,  because  people  would 
not,  in  the  long  run,  bear  their  share  of : 
a  voluntary  rate,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  man  a  larger  salary  man  he 
was  willing  to  work  for.  By  subscribing 
this  money  they  would  not  get  more 
children  educated ;  they  only  gave  the 
teachers  a  better  salary,  and  considering 
how  formidable  the  increase  of  rates 
was,  he  did  not  wonder  that  so  few 
Boards  subscribed,  or  that  the  people 
declined  to  take  fresh  dues  voluntarily 
npon  themselves.    But  if  the  ratepayers 
of  Ireland  would  not  do  in  this  matter 
as  the  ratepayers  of  England  and  Soot- 
land  did,  the  responsibili^  no  longer 
rested  upon  the  English  GoTOrnment, 
but  upon  the  people  of  Ireland,  speak- 
ing through  their  Bepresentatives,  who 
objected  to  the  rates  in  aid  being  made 
compulsorily.     In    the   very  poorest 
parishes  in  Scotland,  the  school  rate 
■was  paid  cheerfully,  and  Bometimea 
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eagerly.  With  regard  to  the  residenoea 
of  the  school  teachers,  he  entirely  sym- 
pathized with  the  Bill  dealing  with  the 
subject,  which  had  been  introduced  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
County  (OolonmOolthurst).  There,  how- 
ever,  again.  Parliament  was  not  to  blame. 
Money  might  be  borrowed  for  their  con- 
struction, maintenance,  and  improve- 
ment, repayable  in  S5  years,  at  3^  yea 
cent  interest,  which  were  far  more 
reasonable  terms  than  England  could 
obtain,  and  it  was  hardly  fiur  to  re- 
proach the  Government,  when  those 
facilities  were  not  taken  advantage  of. 
With  reference  to  sites  for  these  re- 
sidences, however,  there  was  a  diflficulty, 
and  no  Bill  would  be  introduced  by  the 
Government  which  did  not  remove  that 
grievance  thoroughly  and  completely. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Athlone  had  re- 
ferred to  the  question  of  pensions,  and 
had  remarked  that  the  reason  why  there 
was  better  provision  for  teachers'  salaries 
in  England  and  Scotland  than  in  Ire* 
laud  was  the  superior  educational  en- 
dowments in  those  countries.    In  Eng- 
land and  in  Scotland  the  teacher  had 
not  got  a  pension.   In  Ireland,  although 
the  conditions  were  not  so  favouraUe 
as  could  be  wished,  the  teacher  had  a 
pension,  and  the  fact  was  that  Hhen 
was  greater  provision  in  Ireland  for 
paying  teachers*  pensions  out  of  endow- 
ments than  in  England.    A  sum  of 
£1,300,000  out  of  the  Irish  Ohuivh 
Funds  was  set  aside  for  teachers'  pen- 
sions, which  was  as  much  an  endow- 
ment fund  as  anything  could  be ;  and, 
further,  owing  to  the  ancient  endow- 
ments which  had  now  been  diverted  to 
another  purpose,  the  Irish  teachers  had 
an  advantage  which  they  appreciated, 
and  which  was  not  possessed  by  England 
and  Scotland.    As  to  the  methods  by 
which  these  pensions  were  distributed, 
the  fair  comparison  was  not  with  the 
Irish  Police,  but  with  the  teaohers  of 
England  and  Scotland,  and  the  fair  ques- 
tion to  ask  was — whether  the  £  1 , 300,000 
allotted  for  pensions  was  distributed  so 
as  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
Ireland.    The  allowances  for  long  and 
meritorious  services  were  calculated  by 
actuaries  on  the  quinquennial  soale,  the 
mean  period  being  85  years.  Five 
years  was  the  very  least  period  at 
which  a  system  of  pensions  ought  to  be 
revised,  and  as  to  the  system  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  adopt  age  m  pre£srance  to 
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time  of  service,  bo  as  not  to  exclude  the 
great  number  of  Irish  teachers  who  bad 
not  originally  been  Government  teachers ; 
and  unti],  at  any  rate,  these  men  and 
women  had  passed  off  the  scene,  the 
QoverDment  could  not  alter  this  arrange- 
ment. The  quinquennial  distribution 
would  come  next  year.  He  had  reason 
to  believe  that  there  was  a  surplus,  and 
it  would  be  disbursed  so  as  to  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  die  main  body  of 
uie  teachers.  [Mr.  Abthoa  O'CJohnob  : 
How  is  the  scheme  received  by  the 
teachers?]  Hon.  Members  seemed  to 
doubt  yrbether  the  teachers  valued  the 
iTStem.  The  best  evidence  of  that  was 
mat  out  of  10,621  teachers  in  the  Ser- 
vice, 9,343,  or  88  per  cent,  had  joined 
in  it,  though  it  involved  a  payment  from 
their  own  resources.  Beyond  that,  he 
thought  the  vast  majority  of  them  would 
be  found  supporting  it  when  it  became 
known  that  the  membership  was  volun- 
tary, not  compulsory.  There  was  no 
way  of  improving  the  teachers'  incomes 
except  they  obtained  a  higher  classifi- 
cation, and  one  reason  they  were  unable 
to  obtain  a  high  classification  was  the 
deficient  and  anomalous  system  of  train- 
ing in  Ireland.  Still,  he  thought  when 
hon.  Members  made  speeches  condemn- 
ing the  shortcomings  of  the  Government, 
they  ought  to  say  sometfaing  about  what 
the  Government  had  done.  They  ought 
to  remember  that  for  a  Minister  who 
had  left  a  former  Government  on  the 
^uestttm  of  undenominational  education, 
it  was  not  an  easy  matter  for  him  to  go 
bac^  on  his  antecedents  and  persuade 
Buocessfully  a  House,  which  was  largely 
leavraed  with  strong  undenominational 
sentiments,  to  do  in  Ireland  that  which 
alone  could  enable  the  Irish  teachers  to 
take  advantage  of  the  system  of  train- 
ing. They  must  not  expect  too  much 
in  the  first  year  of  a  new  system ;  but 
this  year  they  proposed  to  divide  a  sum 
of  £10,000  between  three  Training  Col- 
leges of  the  sort  to  which  Irish  teachers 
were  willing  to  resort,  and  to  whieh 
Irishmen  in  general  were  glad  to  con- 
tribute. But  that  was  not  all ;  for  the 
Government  had  viewed  with  favour, 
and  very  praotioal  favour,  the  proposal 
that  public  money  should  be  lent  for  the 
building  of  Training  Colleges.  His 
general  reply,  he  was  afraid,  would  dis- 
appoint many  hon.  Members,  The  Go- 
vernment would  not  bring  in  an  Educa- 
tion Bill  for  Ireland  which  did  not  deal 


drastically  with  tiie  questirn  of  sites, 
and  that  did  not  establish  a  system  of 
compulsoiy  education  of  a  nature  which 
the  Leaders  of  the  Irish  people  would 
generally  accept ;  the  Government  would 
not  bring  in  a  Bill  which  would  give  the 
Irish  Members  an  opportunity  of  saying 
that  they  would  call  upon  the  ratepayers 
of  Ireland  to  do  what  the  ratepayers  of 
Scotland  had  done,  though  he  could  well 
understand  that  the  Government  would 
not  make  that  a  point  on  which  the 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill  must  stand 
or  fall.  But  when  it  oame  to  a  question 
of  paying  more  money  out  of  the  £z* 
chequer,  except  in  the  shape  of  improved 
result  fees  and  kindred  matters,  tiiere 
he  must  stop  and  say  that  he  could  not 
advise  the  Treasury  to  assent.  He  could 
not  accept  the  Resolution  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Athlone,  except  on  a  condi< 
tion  which  the  hon.  Member  would 
hardly  accept — namely,  to  leave  out  all 
the  words  from  "  opinion "  down  to 
"that  Bill."  Unless  ho  accepted  that 
offer,  he  was  afraid  he  could  not  do  any- 
thing in  the  matter. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  Would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  the  House 
what  is  the  present  position  of  the  Train- 
ing  OoUeges  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  said,  the  system 
of  grants  to  these  Colleges  was  exactly 
the  same  as  in  England  and  Scotland ; 
£10,000  had  been  taken  this  year,  of 
which  £3,319  was  to  go  to  the  College 
in  Bagot  Street ;  £5.273  to  St  Fatriek^s 
Training  College,  in  Drumcondra ;  and 
£1,440  was  to  be  expended  on  the  new 
College  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  to  be 
opened  in  Xildare  Street  in  September. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  Are 
there  only  three  denominational  Train- 
ing Colleges  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  Yes. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
say  he  was  sure  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
would  be  received  with  intense  disap- 
pointment,  not  only  by  teachers  in  Ire- 
land, but  by  the  entire  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  the 
teachers  they  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  the  Government.  There  was  no 
hope  whatever  of  the  Bill  sus^ested 
being  accepted  in  Ireland,  and  he  was 
amazed,  and  thought  it  extraordinary, 
that  when  a  Gentleman  distinguished 
for  candour,  as  the  Chief  Seoreta^  to 
the  Lord  lieutenant  was,,  was  "laVipg 
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his  stiDging  coatrast  between  tiie  con- 
tributioD  from  the  local  rates  in  Eng^land 
and  Scotland  and  those  made  in  Ireland, 
that  he  OTerlooked  the  important  point 
that  the  Irish  people,  unlike  the  Eng- 
Hah  and  Scotch,  had  no  more  to  say  to 
the  class  of  education  they  received  than 
the  people  of  Lapland.  Oompulsorilj 
educational  contributions  from  local  rates 
vould  be  fought  tooth  and  nail  by  the 
Irish  Members,  unless  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  were  previously  altered  upon 
the  lines  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
Bill,  and  unless  there  was  a  complete 
reform  of  the  so-called  Board  of  Na- 
tional Education,  whose  leading  charac- 
teristicB  he  (Mr.  Healy)  declared  were 
anti-national.  That  Board  inoluded  the 
Judges,  Mr.  Ohief  Justice  Morris,  Mr. 
Justice  Lawson,  together  with  other 
successfol  patriots,  and  likewise  four 
Fh)testant  cle^ymen  and  one  Pro- 
testaot  Archbishop ;  but  it  had  not 
upon  it  any  Catholic  Bishop  or  priest. 
Tbey  must  hare  that  Board  made  re- 
presentative and  thoroughly  national. 
In  fact,  there  was  no  hope  of  their  ever 
obtaining  a  thoroughly  efficient  system, 
until  they  swept  away,  root  and  branch, 
the  whole  of  what  was  called  the  Na- 
tional Board,  or,  at  any  rate,  they  must 
swamp  them,  before  they  would  hare 
the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people. 
With  respect  to  the  new  denominational 
Training  Sohools,  he  was  anxious  to  know 
how  they  were  to  be  maintained  ?  Were 
Boman  Oatholies  to  support  their  Train- 
ii^  College,  the  Presbyterians  theirs,  and 
the  Protestant  Epiaoopalians  theirs,  or 
were  they  to  be  supported  out  of  a  com- 
mon fund  ?  If  that  were  so,  he  would 
ask  the  House  to  look  at  the  injustice  of 
the  proposal.  The  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers in  Ireland  were  Catholics,  they 
eonstituted  four-fifths  of  the  population, 
and  were  they  to  be  made  to  find  the 
largest  share  of  the  money,  and  pay 
rates  for  the  benefit  of  other  denomina- 
tions, with  whose  schools  and  teachings 
they  had  no  sympathy?  They  must 
have  a  stringent  guarantee,  before  they 
would  consent  to  oompnlsory  rating,that 
they  should  have  proper  representation, 
and  that  the  money  of  the  Catholic  and 
Protestant  and  Presbyterian  people 
would  go  to  Catholics  and  Prot&stants 
and  Presbyteriaois  respeotiTely.  He 
would  now  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  position  and  prospects  of  the  Irish 
teachers  as  oompared  with  those  of  the 


bish  Oonstabulary.   Why,  there  were 
more  policemen  than  there  were  teachers 
in  Ireland,  showing  that  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  coerce  the  people, 
and  at  the  same  time  keep  them  plunged 
in  ignorance.     So,  too,  the  Vote  for 
Education  was  £732,627,  while  that  for 
the  Police  was  £1,440,095,  or  nearly 
double.    The  constables  were  far  better 
paid  and  received  far  better  pensions 
than  the  Irish  National  School  teachers. 
It  took  a  teacher  47  years  to  gain  a 
pension  of  £35  a-year ;  while  a  con- 
stable, after  20  years'  service,  received 
£30  a-year,  a  teacher  receiving  the  mag- 
nificent sum  of  £6  a-year  for  the  same 
period.  If  the  Constabulary  did  not  get 
the  pay  they  wanted,  as  had  lately  been 
seen  in  Dublin  and  in  Limerick,  they 
instantly  struck,  and  they  recnved  what 
they  wanted.    In  fact,  the  Government 
had  not  so  much  power  over  them  as,  in 
ancient  times,  the  Bomans  had  over  the 
Praetorian  Guards.   The  reason  of  that 
was  that  the  British  Government  knew 
that,  without  the  aid  of  their  bayonets, 
they  could  never  keep  up  English  rule 
in  the  country.    But  if  the  teachers 
were  to  try  to  follow  their  example,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  be 
quite  tranquil,    for  the  Government 
would  be  only  too  pleased  to  save  the 
cost  of  the  education  of  the  children, 
whom  they  would  prefer  to  see  grow  up 
in  ignorance.  Then  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  had.  told  them  ^t  he  would 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  compulso^  eduoation. 
in  Ireland.    So  far  as  he  (Mr.  Healy) 
was  aware,  there  was  no  feeling  in  the 
country  adverse  to  compulsory  educa- 
tion, and  he  thought  that,  with  proper 
safeguards,  the  system  would  be  received 
with  satisfaction  by  the  country  at  large. 
The  real  cause  of  the  non-attendanoe  of 
children  was,  in  his  opinion,  due  to  the 
extreme  poverty  of  the  people,  whose 
children  had  such  wretched  clothing 
that  they  were  not  able  to  go  to  school 
and  associate  with  children  who  were 
better  dressed.    On  the  other  hand,  if 
those  who  did  not  attend  for  that  reason 
did  attend,  children  of  a  better  class 
would  not  care  to  mix  with  them,  and 
would  probably  be  withdrawn.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  no  doubt, 
oome  down  again  to  the  House  preparod 
to  rebut  the  case  he  (Mr.  Healy)  was 
endeaTOuring  to  present  to  the  House 
on  behalf  of  these  poor  people ;  but  the 
statements  on  which  he  was,  going  to^ 
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rebut  them  had  been  prepared  by  offi- 
cials in  Dublin,  with  salaries  of  £1,000, 
or  £1,500  a-year,  who  were  clad  in 
broadcloth,  whose  stomachs  were  not 
empty,  and  who  lived  in  grand  houses. 
Those  were  the  |»eopld  who  were  trying 
to  prevent  any  improvement  being  ef- 
fected in  the  condition  of  a  wretched  class 
of  persons  with  an  income  of  £55.  The 
expenses  of  the  Office  which  supplied 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  his  facts 
amounted  to  £782,000.  Then,  £26,000 
was  paid  for  agents,  £40,000  for  Inspec- 
tors, £33,000  for  model  schools,  which 
were  not  wanted,  and  £10,000  for  nor- 
mal establishments.  Those  services,  paid 
for  on  that  scale,  left  only  a  total  of 
£570,000  for  Irish  National  School 
teachers.  They  were  told  that  the 
teachers'  positions  must  be  improved 
out  of  the  rates;  but  they  would  not 
find  the  Irish  people  disposed  to  vote  a 

{>enny  out  of  the  rates  in  addition  so 
ong  as  the  working  of  the  system  was 
controlled  by  a  Board  full  of  Protest- 
uits  and  Plresbyterians.  As  to  the 
teachers  themselves,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  amount  received  by  those 
in  i^gland  and  Scotland,  it  could  hardly 
be  expected  that  they  could  get  the  best 
olass  of  men  for  the  post  for  £57  a-year. 
The  comparative  treatment  of  the  Con- 
stabulary and  the  teachers  was  a  dis- 
grace. There  was  far  more  inducement 
to  become  a  policeman  in  Ireland  than 
a  teacher;  not  only  were  the  former 
better  paid,  for  a  sub-constable  on  join- 
ing the  Force  got,  on  an  average,  £4 
a-year  more  than  a  well-paid  National 
School  teacher,  but,  in  addition,  they 
also  got  both  clothing  and  lodging  free, 
besides  magnificent  pensions.  There 
was  no  question  about  sites  for  police 
barracks ;  but  there  was  for  schoolhouses. 
Indeed,  police  barracks  and  workhouses 
were  the  moat  ornamental  objects  in 
Irish  landwApes.  He  ventured  to  think 
there  was  not  bo  disgraceful  a  story  to 
teU  of  Eussian  government  in  Poland, 
as  the  one  he  had  read  with  shame  and 
humiliation — namely,  the  treatment  of 
the  teachers  in  connection  with  their 
annual  dinner  which  had  taken  place  in 
Dublin.  Because,  after  drinking  the 
health  of  the  Queen,  they  had  not  drunk 
that  of  Earl  Spencer,  who  was  simply 
a  Member  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Cabinet, 
an  explanation  was  demanded,  and  every 
teacher  would  have  been  dismissed  had 
^ey  not  made  an  abject  apology.  The 
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circulars  had  been  signed  by  a 
Sheridan ;  and  he  (Hr.  Healy)  should 
Be  happy,  at  the  proper  time,  to  move 
the  reduction  of  the  "Vote  by  the  tunoant 
of  his  salary.  Whore  was  this  absur- 
dity to  end  ?  The  meanness  and  Uie 
odious  and  contemptible  character  of 
such  tyranny  were  atrocious,  yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  winked  at  it.  He  (Mr. 
Healy)  never  heard  him  utter  a  wora  in 
extenuation  of  a  system  which  in  Ire- 
land excited  only  indignation  and  dis- 
gust. He  supposed  that,  after  drinking 
the  health  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
of  the  Lady  Lieutenant,  it  would  hence- 
forth be  necessary  to  drink  that  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  that  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  and  then  that  of  the 
little  Princes  of  Wales,  and  the  little 
Princesses  of  Wales,  and  so  on,  until 
they  came  down  to  policemen.  That 
was  the  absurdity  to  which  they  had 
come.  He  hoped  that,  on  the  Estimates, 
they  would  have  some  explanation  of 
that  state  of  things,  failing  which,  it 
would  afford  him  ^reat  satisfiuition  to 
move  a  few  RMolutions.  He  had  to  say, 
finally,  that  the  few  miseraUe  grants 
that  were  made  were  doled  out  in  the 
most  wretched  way  imaginable  to  the 
teachers  and  their  relatives.  He  charged 
the  Government  with,  in  some  instances, 
keeping  the  money  from  the  sick  and 
dying  men.  To  a  man  who  was  eick  a 
grant  of  £30  or  £40  was  of  great  con- 
sequence. It  could,  at  all  events,  pro- 
cure him  a  great  many  necessaries  which 
were  essential  to  the  alleviation  of  his 
suffering,  and  it  might,  at  least,  be  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  expenses  of  burial 
when  the  man  was  dead.  But  the  Go- 
vernment, or  those  well-paid  persons  in 
Dublin  who  were  charged  with  its  ad- 
;  ministration,  carped  at  these  trifles  in 
the  spirit  of  Shylook,  and  denied  the 
amounts  to  the  persons  who  were  enti- 
tled to  them  or  to  their  relatives.  That 
state  of  things,  he  thought,  could  not 
be  defended  by  the  Government.  He 
regretted  the  action  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  Government  with  respect 
to  the  Motion,  and  in  declining  to  yield 
to  the  demands  of  the  teachers.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  shown 
the  least  sympathy,  or  the  least  inten- 
tion of  yielding  anything  for  the  poor 
people  for  whom  he  was  pleading  ;  but 
he  oould  tell  the  right  ^^^^gi^gaaD 
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thai  those  11,000  or  13,000  penons 
Tould  remember  hoir  they  had  been 
treated.   

Me.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  wished 
to  explain,  with  reference  to  the  ave- 
rages given  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan), 
that  the  comparison  which  he  made  was 
between  the  certificated  masters  in  Lon- 
don and  the  principal  masters  and  mis- 
faresses  in  England,  and  the  principal 
masters  and  mistresBes  in  Ireland.  Al- 
though the  comparison  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was  not  an  unfair  one, 
yet,  on  reflection,  he  saw  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  included  the  assist- 
ant teache»  in  hia  oompariaon.  He 
(Hr.  Trerelyan)  had  not  made  out  the 
camparison  between  the  prinoipal  and 
assistant  teachers  combined  with  the 
certificated  and  uncertificated  masters. 

Me.  PATRICK  MARTIN  said,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  present  was 
not  a  fitting  or  opportune  oocasion  to 
enter  on  the  disoussion  of,  or  to  express 
hia  individual  opinion  on,  questions  of 
such  importance  as  the  establishment  of 
a  system  of  compulsoty  education  in  Ire- 
land or  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of 
Oommissioners  for  National  Education. 
What,  then,  the  friends  of  the  National 
School  teachers  desired  was  to  hear  a 
statement  made,  showing  that  the  Go- 
Temment  had  given  some  real  conside- 
ration to  the  demands  made,  and  were 
prepared  to  apply  a  speedy  and  effioa- 
oions  remedy  fas  the  principal  grievances 
which  had  been  admitted  to  afi'ect  this 
important  and  deserving  body  of  public 
servants.  He  had  been  much  disap- 
pointed at  the  tone  of  the  reply  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  He  proposed  no  fea- 
sible solution  for  the  difficulties  incident 
to  the  feilure  of  the  Act  of  1875.  Vague 
statements  were  made  that  at  some  dis- 
tant date,  and  contingent  on  a  general 
change  in  the  system  of  education,  the 
funds  required  were  to  be  provided  from 
local  sources.  The  late  Chief  Secretary 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  stated  that 
the  teachers  were  to  participate  in 
the  full  benefits  contemplated  by  the 
Act. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mb.  PATBICFK  MASTIN,  oontinning. 
said,  he  recollected  that  the  late  Chief 

Mr,  H^y 
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Secretary,  when  the  Act  of  187S  vas 
under  discussion,  and  he  had  been  warned 
in  the  House  that  tiie  Act  was  destined 

to  be  a  total  failure,  stated  that  it 
would  be  tried  only  as  an  experiment, 
and  if  it  failed,  means  should  be  devised 
by  the  Government  to  obtain  funds  to 
pay  result  fees  in  full  to  the  teachers. 
Subsequently,  in  1876,  when  it  became 
clear  the  Act  would  not  work,  he  pro- 
posed to  make  the  provisions  in  the  Act 
compulsory;  but,  on  inquiry,  he  found 
that  to  pass  an  Act  by  which  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  should  be  compelled  to  con- 
tribute to  the  result  fee  was  impossible, 
and  that  such  a  measure  would  receive  the 
opposition  of  die  great  bulk  of  the  Irish 
Members.  The  very  figures  of  the  Per- 
missive Act  showed,  in  the  dearest  man- 
ner, that  the  ratepayers  in  Irdand  would 
never  consent  to  the  passing  of  a  Com- 
pulsory Act.  For  what  did  they  find  ? 
That  the  number  of  contributory  Unions, 
which  began  under  the  Act  at  70,  had, 
since  it  had  been  made  manifest  that 
the  Government  did  not  intend  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  by  which  the  grievances  of  the 
teachers  oould  be  remedied,  suocessiveiy 
decreased,  until  it  had  reached  the  pre- 
sent nxunber  of  four.  Under  these  oir- 
cumstances,  he  thought  the  House  had 
a  right  to  feel  disappointed  with  the 
reply  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
It  was  but  a  repetition,  in  its  main  state- 
ments, of  the  promises  made  and  ex- 
pectations held  forth  in  1876.  It  was 
nigh  time  the  Government  should  make 
up  their  mind  on  this  question.  If,  as 
was  plain,  the  Gktverament  were  deter- 
mined, in  the  present  state  of  things  in 
Ireland,  to  retain  the  entire  control  of 
education  in  the  hands  of  Oommissioners 
appointed  by,  and  responsible  alone,  to 
the  Government,  it  was  just  they  should 
provide  the  funds  required.  It  was  ab- 
surd to  expect  the  Guardians  to  contri- 
bute, unless  they  had  also  a  voice  in  the 
management,  and  there  was  a  popular 
element  in  the  managunent  and  con- 
trol of  the  educational  system.  Was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to 
say  that  national  education  should  be 
controlled  by  the  popular  vote  ?  If 
not,  then  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  said  that  the  Government  had 
no  intention  of  doing  anything,  than 
to  have  made  the  speech  he  £d.  It 
would  have  been  better  not  to  have 
raised  expectations  that  would  only  lead 
to  disappointment.    The  right  lum. 
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Baronet  the  late  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  backed  by  a  etrone  Gh>vem- 
ment,  could  not  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make 
the  contributions  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians oompulsory.  Was  it  not,  then,  most 
unreasonable  that  the  Chief  Seoretary, 
after  Hie  promises  he  had  made  uid  the 
ansvers  he  had  given  to  the  teachers' 
deputations,  should  now  suggest  that 
after  he  had  consulted  with  and  ascer- 
tained the  views  of  the  Irish  Members 
he  would  consider  the  propriety  of 
bringing  in  a  Bill  of  this  character  ?  The 
majority  of  Irish  Members  bad  more  than 
once  stated  that  any  measure  framed  on 
those  lines  would  have  their  opposition 
to  raoounter.  As  to  the  privations 
Buffered  by  the  teachers  from  want  of 
suitable  residences,  he  thought  the  House 
had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Gkivemment.  The  Govern- 
ment had  opposed  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Galway  (Colonel 
Nolan)  to  make  proviuons  for  teachers' 
residenoes.  Kothing  was  done.  Not 
the  slightest  effort  was  made  by  legisla- 
tion to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  diffi- 
culties incident  to  the  procuring  of  sites 
from  landlords  either  legally  unable  or 
unwilling  to  give  them.  The  Treasury, 
too,  had  as  was  pointed  out  by  their 
Minutes,  in  fact,  frustrated  the  ioten- 
tious  of  Parliament.  Tet  even  in  this 
respect,  as  well  as  in  respect  to  the  pen- 
sions question,  where  remedies  might 
be  at  once  provided  by  an  alteration  in 
the  Treasury  Minutes  and  Begulatioos, 
no  satisfactory  assurance  had  been  given. 
He  truted  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
vould  now  at  last  rise  and  promise  that 
his  Department  would  recede  from  the 
position  tiiey  had  taken  up  in  these  mat- 
ten.  It  was  conceded  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  many  of  the  complaints  of  the 
teachers  were  well-founded,  and  that 
their  conduct  as  a  body  entitled  them 
to  favourable  consideration.  The  fact 
that  they  were  not  as  highly  trained 
as  the  English  and  Scotch  teachers  was 
the  fault  of  the  Government;  and  if 
their  EDglish  and  Scotch  brethren  were 
better  educated,  they  were  in  receipt  of 
double  their  salary.  Nothing  was  more 
calculated  to  create  discoctent  than  the 
admission  that  grievances  existed  with- 
out any  earnest  attempt  to  remedy  them. 
He,  therefore,  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  reconsider  the  position  they 
had  taken  np,  and  that,  instead  of  op- 
posing, ^hvy  would  accept  the  terms  of 


the  Besolution,  whieh  were  only  fair  and 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  thought 
that  the  treatment  of  the  question  undor 
discussion  during  the  evening  had  been 
characteristic  of  the  manner  in  which 
Irish  questions  were  generally  treated 
by  the  House  of  Commons.  Nearly  all 
the  500  and  odd  English  and  Scotch 
Gentleman  who  undertook  to  govern 
Ireland  had  been  mainly  conspicuous  by 
their  absence  during  the  discussion  of 
this  important  subject.  At  all  events, 
those  Gentlemen  who  were  absent  had 
been  spared  the  mortification  of  hearing 
the  set  of  utterly  callous  platitudes  with 
which  the  Scotch  Seoretary  for  Ireland 
replied  to  the  complaints  of  the  Bish 
Party.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  mainly  composed  of  di- 
rect or  indirect  compliments  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Scotch  people ;  hut  he 
seemed  to  have  no  sympathy  whatever 
with  the  people  whose  affairs  he  was 
sent  to  administer.  There  was  no  indi- 
cation in  it  of  a  promise  to  do  anything 
for  the  Irish  teasers.  He  (Mr.  0'Don< 
nell)  came  down  to  give  his  warmest 
support  to  the  Besolution  ;  but  it  was  no 
disappointment  to  him  to  hear  the  speech 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  be- 
cause he  full  well  knew  that  there  would 
be  no  substantial  reform  hinted  at  by 
the  Government.  They  were  told  that 
the  Govemment  were  not  unwilling  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  compulsory  educa- 
tion. With  proper  guarantees,  such  a 
Bill  would  be  welcomed  by  all  who  were 
interested  in  the  education  of  the  Irish 
people ;  hut,  apart  from  that,  some 
prompt  and  efficient  measure  for  re- 
medying the  grievances  of  the  teachers 
ought  to  be  introduced.  The  Irish  Na- 
tional School  teachers  were  obl^ed  to 
eke  ont  their  miserable  pittance  by  bur- 
dening Uiemselves  with  the  obligation 
of  cultivating  plots  of  land.  They 
laboured  under  tiiis  disability — that 
they  were  a  peaceful  and  a  law-abiding 
body  of  men,  who  brought  up  their 
pupils  on  peaceful  and  law-abiding 
principles,  and,  oonsequentiy.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  felt  they  could  de- 
spise their  complaints  and  disregard 
their  feelings.  If  there  were  any  dangw 
whatever  tmtt  a  refusal  to  redress  their 
grievances  would  be  followed  by  a 
healthy  development  of  what  would  be 
called  in  this  country  "  Oonstitntional 
seditioit"  among  thie  la^  body  of 
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public  semnts,  a  great  deal  more  atten- 
tion would  be  paid  by  the  GoTemment 
to  their  oomplaintfl  than  was  now  given 
to  the  utterances  of  their  Parliamentary 
Bepresentativee.  The  course  now  taken 
by  Her  Majesty's  GoTernment  was  a 
distinct  violation^  of  the  pledge  made  by 
their  Predecessors  in.  1875,  when  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  late  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  in  proposing  a  measure  for  the 
r^ef  of  the  teachers,  said — 

"  If  it  succeeds,  TreU  and  good  ;  tho  teachers 
will  be  Teuonably  remunerated.  If  not,  the 
GoTemment  will  take  such  steps  thst  the  >e- 
nmnfliBtion  now  intended  shall  be  paid  to 
them." 

That  intended  remuneration  had  not 
been  paid  to  them,  and  the  speech  of 
the  Chief  Seoretaiy  for  Ireland!^  showed 
that  the  present  Government  had  no  in- 
tention of  fulfilling  the  pledge  so  clearly 
and  emphatically  given  by  their  Prede- 
cessors in  Office. 

8iE  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  said,  that  he 
deprecated  the  language  that  had  been 
applied  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  Notwith- 
standing his  *'  platitudes,"  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarvaa  (Mr.  O'Donnell) 
had  termed  them,  he  (Sir  Patrick  O'Brien) 
was  of  opinion  that,  so  far  as  policy  was 
concerned,  a  more  honest  Chief  Secre- 
tary than  the  present  holder  of  the  Office 
bad  never  sat  upon  the  Treasury  Bench. 
But  if  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  did  not 
do  their  duty  in  the  matter  of  education, 
it  was  for  the  Government  to  compel 
them  to  do  it ;  and  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  that  no 
other  course  was  open.  What  did  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  mean  when 
he  said  that  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
could  not  be  expected  to  assist  the 
teachers  when  they  had  not  the  control 
of  education?  Did  he  mean  that  they 
should  be  a  distinguished  Philosophical 
Society  to  draw  up  the  curriculum?  [Mr. 
Hbaly  :  No.]  Was  it  that  they  had 
not  the  arrangement  of  the  money  mat- 
ters ?  He  was  in  a  difficulty  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman;  but,  with  all  bis  as- 
tuteness, if  he  accepted  either  alterna- 
tive, he  (Kr  Patrick  O'Brien)  would  im- 
pale him  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
said  that  the  case  was  harassing  and 
painful,  and  required  immediate  atten- 
tion ;  and  as  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land had  not  seen  fit,  or  rather  had  not 


been  empowered,  to  put  down  on  the 

Estimates  a  sum  to  meet  the  present 
difficnlty,  he  should  vote  for  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Athlone  (Mr. 
Justin  Huntly  M'Carthy),  if  he  went  to 
a  Division.  He  should  do  so,  however, 
without  using  the  grievances  of  the 
teachers  as  a  political  stalking  horse,  by 
claiming  local  control  of  finances,  or 
curriculum.  The  remedy  was  to  be 
found  in  compelling  the  Guardians  to 
pay  their  contributions,  instead  of 
leaving  it  optional  with  them;  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
the  Bill  he  proposed  to  bring  in,  would 
tax  the  nation  in  the  intorests  of 
the  nati<m — namely  the  ednealion  of  the 
people. 

Mb.  MARUH  said,  that  the  peopte  of 
Ireland  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the 

growth  of  local  taxation,  and,  while 
there  was  every  disposition  on  the  part 
of  Boards  of  Guardians  to  act  fairly  by 
the  National  School  teachers,  they  would 
object  to  an  Increase  of  the  burden  of 
local  taxation,  which  had  increased  since 
1866  by  £1,000,000  sterling.  It  already 
amounted  to  35  per  cent  of  the  rental  of 
Ireland,  and  if  this  taxation  went  on  in- 
creasing, the  ratepayers  would  soon  be 
swamped  by  it.  Apart  from  that  pres- 
sure, there  was  no  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Gnardiane  to  spend  rates  for 
educational  purposes ;  but  t^ey  felt  that 
to  put  the  entire  burden  npon  the  land 
was  unfair,  owing  to  the  rwations  which 
existed  between  Irdand  and  England. 
He  thought  the  parallcd  drawn  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  between 
Ireland  and  England  in  this  regard,  was 
altogether  unfair,  seeing  that,  in  Ire- 
land, they  had  practically  no  manufac- 
tures or  commerce  as  they  had  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  the  entire  population  was 
thrown  upon  the  land.  The  incidence 
of  local  taxation  and  the  Imperial  bur- 
dens placed  upon  it  required  as  much 
consideration  in  Ireland  as  in  England, 
and  the  hardship  was  greater  in  Ireland, 
because  of  the  absence  of  commercial 
wealth,  which  was  kept  out  by  continued 
misgovern  ment. 

Mr.  FINDLATER  said,  he  deddedly 
deprecated  the  introduction  into  the  de- 
bate on  that  question  of  ai^  violent 
Par^  politics.  He  did  not  think  any 
such  controversy  was  in  the  intemt  of 
the  Irish  teachers.  He  should  say  he 
did  not  think  that  the  teachers  were 
treated  fairly  by  the  QoTqrDment.  and 
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he  would  cordial^  auppart  the  rote  for 
the  Sesolation. 

Mb.  JOHN  HEDMOND  said,  he 
quite  agreed  viththe  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Findlater)  as  to  the  undesirability  of 
mixing  up  Party  politics  with  a  question 
of  this  kind.  All  classes  in  Ireland  were 
actuated  with  the  one  desire  to  see  the 
admitted  grievances  of  the  Irish  teachers 
remedied.  They  were  told  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  make  the  rate  in  aid 
compolsoiy.  That  might  or  might  not 
be  necessary.  At  the  first  blush,  he  was 
not  disposed  in  its  favour ;  but  until  that 
was  done — if  it  were  to  be  done — were 
the  grieranoes  of  the  teachers  to  remain 
unredressed  ?  What  they  claimed  that 
night  was  that  the  Gbvemment  should 
endearoor  at  once  to  remove  the  injus- 
tice under  which  the  National  School 
teaoherB  of  Ireland  now  suffered.  There 
was  no  Party  in  Ireland — ^National, 
Liberal,  or  Tory — which  did  not  admit 
the  grievances  of  the  Irish  teachers,  and 
yet  these  most  deserving  men  were  left 
without  the  means  of  a  decent  livelihood. 
He  believed  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
be  quite  ready  to  contribute  freely  to  the 
expenses  of  education,  if  they  had  the 
control  of  it  in  their  own  haads.  That 
nigbt  the  teachers'  case  entered  on  a 
new  phase.  He  heartily  congratulated 
them  on  the  fact  that  their  case  was  no 
longer  in  the  hands  of  a  Gentleman  re- 
presenting an  Irish  constituency,  who, 
at  the  same  time,  no  doubt,  showed 
some  zeal  in  the  interests  of  his  clients, 
but  who  appeared  now  to  eonsider  much 
more  keenly  the  interests  and  the  con- 
venience of  the  Government  than  the  in- 
terests of  the  teachers.  It  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Iri^  Parliamentary 
Party,  and  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his 
Collefu^ues  he  would  say  night  or  day 
henceforward  they  would  not  cease 
their  active  exertions  until  the  justice  so 
long  delayed  was  done  to  this  deserving 
bo(^  of  men. 

Me.  KENNY,  in  supporting  the  Ee- 
solution,  said,  that  Irish  National  School 
teachers  had  been  compelled  to  live  iu 
houses  which  were  entirely  unsuited  to 
persons  in  their  station  in  life.  There- 
fore, the  time,  he  thought,  had  come 
when  proper  dwellings  should  be  pro- 
vided for  them.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
1880  there  were  7,429  teachers  in  charge 
of  the  Irish  National  Schools,  and  the 
number  of  residences  supplied  rent  free 
was  1,615.    Out  of  that  number,  235 
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had  been  built  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Residences  Act  since  1875,  and  the 
remaining  1,280  had  been  provided  with- 
out aid  from  the  State.  In  England  47 
percentofthe  teachers,  and  in  Scotland  57 
er  cent,  were  provided  with  residences ; 
ut  in  Ireland  only  about  1 5  per  cent 
were  so  provided,  and  in  many  cases 
their  residences  were  very  miserable. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  had 
said  that,  with  regard  to  pensions,  the 
Irish  teachers  were  better  off  than  their 
brethren  in  England  and  Scotland,  who 
had  no  such  provision  made  for  them. 
That  difference,  however,  arose  from 
the  merest  fortunate  accident.  When 
the  Ohurch  in  Ireland  had  been  dises- 
tablished and  disendowed,  a  sum  of 
£1,300,000  was  set  apart,  the  interest 
of  which  was  to  furnish  three-fourths 
of  the  pensions,  while  the  teachers  them- 
selves contributed  one-fourth,  which  was 
withheld  fkrom  thnr  salaries.  But  as  no 
male  teacher  was  entitled  to  a  pension 
until  he  was  65,  and  no  female  teacher 
until  she  was  60,  it  might  be  concluded 
that  there  were  very  few  National 
teachers  in  Ireland  who  were  pensioners. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  had  also 
stated  that,  while  in  England  the  chil- 
dren contributed  lOi.  per  head  of  the 
school  fees,  in  Ireland  they  contributed 
only  4$.  per  head.  That  was  a  very  cre- 
ditable contribution  from  the  Irish  chil- 
dren, considering  that  the  comparative 
wealth  of  the  two  countries  was  as  13 
or  14  to  1.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
present  economical  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  was,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  one  whose  policy  was  not  suoh  as 
would  lead  them  to  believe  that  there 
was  much  likelihood  that  the  d^nands 
of  the  teachers  would  be  granted.  He 
quite  agreed  in  the  observations  of  the 
preceding  speakers  as  to  the  inadequate 
salaries  which  the  teachers  were  paid 
for  the  services  which  they  rendered  the 
country. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  con- 
sidered the  case  of  the  National  School 
teachers  embodied  a  distinct  breach  of 
faith  against  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. The  Bill  they  had  introduced 
completely  broke  down,  the  ratepayers 
havmg  declined  to  support  the  experi- 
ment which  the  right  non.  Gentleman 
the  late  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Beach)  promised 
would  adequately  deal  with  the  griev- 
ances, under  which  it  was  admitted  a 
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most  deserving  body  of  men  suffered. 
They  had  been  told  that,  within  some 
definite  number  of  years,  the  position 
of  these  men  had  been  very  consider- 
ably improved.  To  a  certain  degree, 
no  doubt,  it  had ;  but  only  from  the 
point  of  Btarration  and  disgrace.  It 
haA  been  improTed,  but  had  not  as  yet 
reached  the  level  of  juatioe.  It  was  the 
old  story,  for,  like  all  English  legislation, 
the  grievances  were  not  redressed,  but 
were  dealt  with  in  the  usual  peddling, 
pieoemetJ  fashion,  which  satisfied  no- 
body. The  system  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Gtoremment  of  that 
country,  in  deaJing  with  Irish  affairs, 
had  been  always  of  that  piecemeal  cha- 
racter, which  satisfied  nobody.  It  was  a 
little  patch  here  and  a  little  patch  there, 
wasting  the  time  of  Parliament  and 
breaking  the  hearts  of  the  unfortunate 
people  who  had  been  kept  all  this  time 
waiting  for  justice.  He  had  heard  their 
condition  contrasted  with  that  of  the 
Police,  both  with  regard  to  salaries  and 
pensions,  and  he  felt  compelled  to  say 
that  the  ca«e  afforded  a  true  indication 
of  the  whole  system  of  British  rule  in 
Ireland.  The  position  might  be  summed 
up  with  these  words — they  petted  the 
policemen  and  they  starved  the  teachers. 
The  Qoremment  had  had  their  reward 
for  all  this.  The  men  whom  they  had 
trained  to  bludgeon  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen had  been  rewarded ;  whilst  those 
who  were  intrusted  with  the  enlighten- 
ing, educating,  and  moral  traimng  of 
the  children,  had  been  despised  and 
neglected.  One  of  the  chief  features  of 
the  case  was  that  these  teachers  were 
not  paid  on  a  similar  scale  to  the  teachers 
in  England  and  Scotland.  Liberals 
thought  nothing  of  giving  £30,000  to 
an  Admiral  who  had  performed  the 
noble  feat  of  bombarding  an  almost 
defenceless  town ;  but  they  begrudged 
the  Irish  teachers  the  moderate  grants 
they  justly  claimed.  If  they  had  Home 
Bule  in  Ireland,  this  meritorious  class  of 
men  would  be  treated  in  a  veir  different 
manner.  Why  should  the  Irish  teachers, 
who  produced  good  results,  be  under- 
paid at  least  50  per  cent  to  the  amount 

fiven  to  English  and  Scotoh  teachers  ? 
t  was  of  no  nse  to  aay  that  some  of  the 
emolument  of  the  teachers  in  England 
and  Scotland  was  derived  from  sources 
other  than  the  Exoheg^uer ;  they  were 
wealthy  countries.  It  was  a  matter  of 
proof  that  the  Irish  teachers  did  their 
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business  as  well  as  the  Engliahmen  and 
the  Scotchmen,  and  it  was  also  a  fact 
that  the  cost  of  living  in  Ireland  was 
quite  as  high  aa  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. What  encouragement  was  it  to 
education  in  Ireland  to  use  the  teachers 
in  such  a  way  ?  He  protested  against 
the  system  of  delay,  deceit,  and  disap- 
pointment that  had  been  practised,  by 
those  who  sat  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
and  received  large  salaries,  towards  this 
poor  and  deserving  class  who  had 
worthily  performed  their  duties.  Many 
of  these  unhappy  men  and  women  had 
to  walk  miles  through  the  wet  and  the 
mow  to  reach  their  schoolhonses.  The 
whole  subject  was  a  disgrace  to  the  Go- 
vernment, who  were  bound  in  honour  to 
do  something  at  once  to  alleviate  the 
condition  of  these  deserving  people. 

Me.  BIQGAK  said,  the  lower  em- 
ployes of  the  Post  Office  and  these  Na- 
tional School  teachers  were  the  worst 
treated  officials  in  Ireland,  and  their 
condition  contrasted  very  unfavourably 
with  the  emoluments  received  by  other 
officers.  The  Government  ought  to  in- 
troduce a  measure  upon  a  liberal  basis 
which  should  put  an  end  once  for  all  to 
that  disoussion. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
cordially  joined  with  hie  hon.  Colleagues 
in  the  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  a  uass 
of  men  whose  claims  had  been  recog- 
nized by  successive  Governments,  and 
whose  grievances  had  not  been  remedied 
by  any.  He  must  say  he  had  been  very 
much  disappointed  with  the  statement 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and 
the  Irish  teachers,  who  had  been  very 
moderate  in  their  demands,  would  also 
be  disappointed  with  the  tone  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  adopted.  He 
thought  the  anomalous  position  of  the 
assistant  teachers  was  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. He  also  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  figureawere  entirely  wrong, 
as  he  had  included  in  them  the  normal 
establishments,  the  Metropolitan  model 
schools,  and  the  training  establishments. 
As  it  was,  the  pay  of  the  Irish  teacher 
was  only  half  of  that  of  the  English 
teacher.  He  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Glentleman  for  the  establishment  of  de- 
nominational Training  Colleges,  which 
had  done  much  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
vast  mass  of  the  OathoHc  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  believed  valuable  results 
would  follow  the  taking  that  step.  He 
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oomplaiBed  of  the  niggardly  systein 
under  vliidh  the  Irish  Teaohers*  Fenuon 
Fund  was  administered,  under  vhioh 
the  fund  had  been  increased  some 
£59,000,  bj  unexpended  interest,  while 
the  teachers  themselves  were  obliged  to 
contribute  largely  to  the  fund  out  of  their 
scanty  incomes.  Another  point  was, 
that  was  a  great  grievance  on  the  school 
teachers  that  they  had  to  provide  the 
school  materials  for  their  pupils  out  of 
their  own  funds,  and  wait  to  be  recouped 
for  their  outlay  by  the  desultory  pay- 
ment for  them  by  the  parents.  They 
applied  to  have  the  usual  trade  allowance 
01  10  per  cent  made  to  them,  to  cover 
any  loss  they  might  sustain ;  but  their 
application  was  passed  by  with  contempt. 
There  were  several  other  matters  which 
rankled  in  the  minds'  of  the  teachers, 
showing  them  they  had  nothing  to  ex- 
pect from  this  Administration,  and  it 
was  imposuble  that  their  feeliof^  to- 
wa^a  the  Government  which  treated 
them  in  snch  an  illiberal  manner  should 
not  be  reflected  in  the  teaching  of  their 
pupils.  That  was  perhaps  the  best 
feature  in  the  whole  matter,  as  it  was 
an  earnest  of  the  next  generation  being 
imbued  with  a  strong  national  feeling. 

Me.  EUGENE  COLLINS  said,  he 
thought  that  it  had  been  admitted  on 
all  sides  that  the  condition  of  the  Na- 
tional School  teachers  in  Ireland  was  an 
unsatisfactory  one  as  regarded  their  re- 
muneration, their  residences,  and  their 
pensions,  and  that  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  remain  bo  any  longer  than 
was  possible.  He  dissented,  however, 
from  the  mode  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land had  brought  forward  bis  own  views 
before  the  House.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  a^jiued  the  subject  ably  and 
moderately,  but  from  a  point  of  view 
that  did  not  apply  to  the  condition  of 
Ireland.  In  his  (Mr.  GoUins's)  view, 
there  should  be  such  a  reform  of  the 
Educational  Department  in  that  country 
instituted  as  would  make  it  a  representa- 
tive Body,  and  bring  it  into  unison  with 
the  views  of  the  people.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  quoted  statistics  showing 
how  much  pupils  paid  in  this  country  as 
compared  with  Ireland,  while  the  real 
business  before  them  was  to  see  how  far 
it  was  possible  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  teachers.  In  his  opinion,  a  com- 
pulsoiy  rate  for  the  payment  of  the 
tMchers  waa  a  necessity.   On  the  valua- 
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tion  of  Ireland  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the 
pound  would  produce  £70,000,  whidi 
would  increase  the  salaries  of  the  teachers 

by  about  £7  per  head.  But  a  compul- 
sory rate  could  not  be  levied  in  Ireland 
so  as  to  give  satisfaction,  unless  a  board 
were  constituted  that  would  represent 
the  views  of  the  people.  If,  in  addi- 
tion, the  Government  could  be  induced 
to  supplement  that  £70,000  by  an  equi- 
valent sum,  the  pay  of  each  teacher 
would  be  increased  by  £14.  Whether 
the  rate  he  proposed  should  be  a  na- 
tional, a  county,  or  a  Union  rate,  waa  a 
matter  which  could  be  discussed  after- 
wards. He  would  advise  the  Govera- 
ment  to  agree  to  the  general  proposition 
of  the  Motion,  but  without  committing 
themselves  to  immediate  action. 

Mb.  PAENELL  said,  he  was  afraid 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  when  he  came  to 
consider  this  question  after  he  oame 
into  Office,  adopted  an  attitude  which 
he  mast  now  see  upon  reflection  would 
result  in  leaving  the  question  unsettled, 
and  the  admittedly  just  claims  of  the 
poor  people  unadjusted  for  a  number  of 
years  to  come.  It  must  be  very  evident 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  upon  the 
whole  course  and  tone  of  this  debate, 
that  it  was  hopeless  to  expect  that  the 
suggestion  which  he  had  made  for  the 
settlement  of  this  question — namely,  that 
the  Irish  Members  should  agree  to  a 
compulsory  rate  in  aid  of  the  salaries  of 
the  National  School  teachers  being  levied 
upon  the  Irish  Unions — that  it  was  quite 
hopeless  to  expect  that  such  a  propo- 
sition as  that  would  ever  be  acceded  to. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  likely  to  find  himself  in  a 
position  to  force  a  Bill,  providing  this 
settlement  of  the  question,  through  the 
House  in  the  teeth  of  the  opposition  he 
would  meet  irom  the  Irish  Benches, 
there  were  only  two  other  courses  open 
to  him — either  the  just  and  univeiaally 
admitted  claims  of  the  National  School 
teachers  with  regard  to  inrreased  sala- 
ries, improved  residences,  and  a  better 
system  of  pensions  would  have  to  re* 
main  unsettled,  or  else  some  rate  in  aid 
woold  have  to  be  provided  out  of  the 
Imperial  Treasury.  So  long  as  they 
allowed  them  no  local  representative  in- 
stitutions in  Ireland  it  was  perfectly 
impossible  for  the  Irish  Members  to 
agree  that  compulsory  rates  should  be 
levied  upon  the  biah  rat^yers  to 

2  2  Digilized  by  Google 


1411  ParUamMl—  (00MM0N81 


iViJw  BUk.  1412 


Bnpply  the  admitted  deficiencies  in  the 
Bauuies  of  these  teachers.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  oould  very  well  imagine  that 
if  a  system  of  IocaI  government  were 
adopted  in  the  Irish  oounties,  some  plan 
or  arrangement  might  he  devised  by 
which  this  difficulty  with  regard  to  local 
contributions  might  be  got  over  ;  but  in 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  with  the 
Board  of  Ghiardians  as  the  only  Body 
in  the  slightest  degree  approaching  a 
representative  capacity  in  the  Irish 
counties  and  cities,  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  consent  to  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  What  he 
wanted  to  ask  tfae  right  hon.  Oentleman 
was  tiiis — whether,  in  the  meanwhile, 
until  these  local  representative  institu- 
tions were  introduced  in  Ireland,  which 
they  were  so  long  expecting,  and  which 
they  might  hope  to  obtain  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  things  after  a  few  years 
—what  he  wanted  to  ai>k  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  whether  tbey  were  really 
to  take  it  as  finally  and  definitely  stated 
that  nothing  was  to  be  done  for  these 
unfortunate  men  in  Ireland  ?  Mean- 
while, a  large  body  of  teachers  whose 
daims  were  admittedly  just  were  neg- 
lected, and  their  salaries  were,  upon  an 
average,  much  lower  than  either  the 
English  or  Scotch  teachers.  They  were 
now  living  on  an  average  palery  of  onlv 
£57a-year;  and  he  would  further  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
sidered that  it  was  right  that  a  large 
proportion  oftheNatinnalSohool  teachers 
in  Ireland  should  oontinue  to  exist  on  a 
salary  of  lesa  than  30*.  a-week?  The 
inoroaaing  paucity  of  candidates  for 
ieapherships  showed  how  serious  the 
matter  was  becoming.  Had  this  been  a 
question  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the 
Coostabulary,  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  would  have  found  no  difficulty 
in  applying  for  an  extra  grant  from  the 
Imperial  Exchequer ;  but  he  refused  to 
do  so  in  thin  case,  although  there  could 
be  no  question  that  a  greater  back  debt 
existed  in  respect  of  education  than  with 
regard  to  any  other  matter.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  past  dealings  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government  with  Ireland  which  did 
them  more  discredit.  They  had  deli- 
berately in  past  times,  by  penal  laws 
and  coercive  legislation,  prevented  the 
Irish  youth  from  obtaining  tbe  advan- 
t^es  of  leg^lation,  and  that  should  be 
tuen  into  aooount  by  the  i^ht  hon. 
Gmtlsmaiif  who  bad  mh«iited,  to  some 


extent,  the  odium  which  attached  in 
this  matter  to  the  English  Goveniment 
and  the  people  of  England.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  quite  impossible  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  maintain  tiie 
position  which  he  had  taken  up  that 
evening,  and  that  before  many  months, 
in  consequence  of  that  debate  and  others 
that  woold  follow,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  obliged  to  make  some 
other  pNpoeitioa  tlun  tiiat  made  that 
erening. 

Question  put. 

The  House  A'vW.— Ayea  63 ;  Noea 
61 :  If^jority  2.— (Dir.  List,  No.  202.) 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  again  pro- 
posed. 

FAHLIAMENT— PUBLIC  BILLS— 
UNPaiNTBD  BILLS— 
OBSKBTATIOHS. 

Me.  WARTON,  on  rimng  to  call 
attention  to  the  possibility  of  Bills 
being  read  a  second  time  in  this  House 
before  they  were  printed,  said,  that  he 
was  precluded,  by  tbe  Bules  of  the 
House,  from  moving  the  Besolutiou 
which  he  had  placed  upon  tfae  Paper, 
and  which  was  to  the  effect — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  no 
Bill  Bhuuld  be  read  a  second  time  unless  it  haa 
been  printed,  excepting  a  Bill  brought  in  bv  a 
Minister  of  the  Ciown,  aod  then  only  if  and 
after  such  Minister  shall  have  stated  in  this 
House  that  such  Bill  relates  to  a  matter  of 
argent  palilic  importance." 

In  justificatian  of  the  action  he  htd 
taken  he  would  refer  to  tlie  case  of  a 
Bill  which  was  introduced  this  Session 
by  an  hon.  Member  below  the  Gang- 
way, and  which  was  actually  read  a 
second  time  before  it  was  drafted,  and 
he  observed  that  other  instances  of  a 
similar  kind  had  fallen  under  his  notice. 
The  present  Speaker,  and  also  his  Pre- 
decessor in  the  Chair,  had  ruled  that 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  such  a 
proceeding.  He  would  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  any  longer,  as  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  do  what 
they  could  to  prevent  tfae  repetition  ot 
what  he  considered  a  scandal  oy  giving 
effect  to  the  terms  of  his  B«solution. 

Mb.  BODSON  said,  he  must  com- 
mence by  tiianking  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  oppoaite  (Mr.  Warton)  for  the 
oomteoua  manner  in  whioh  he  lutd 
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brought  this  matter  forward.    He  had  i 
brought  forward  a  case  of  more  force 
than  anticipated,  for  he  (Mr.  Dodson) 
had  only-  been  aware  of  one  Bill  having 
been  read  a  second  time  without  being 

n*  ited.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
,  however,  drawn  attention  to  other 
oases ;  and,  of  course,  they  were  all 
Ticdationa  of  the  unwritten,  and  of 
what  was  generally  supposed  to  be  the 
inTariahle  practice  of  the  House.  A 
proceeding  of  that  kind  amounted,  in 
Mot,  to  a  breach  of  the  received  custom 
of  the  House,  althoi^h  there  was  no 
express  Bule  prohibiting  it.  All  Bills 
were  printed ;  but  there  were  some 
—Ways  and  Means  Bills,  for  instance 
—which  were  not  circulated  for  ob- 
vious reasons.  It  was  quite  possible, 
under  circumstances  of  pressure — al- 
though he  did  not  know  of  a  case — 
that  a  Ways  and  Means  Bill  might 
have  been  read  a  second  time  before  it 
was  printed.  A  case  of  that  kind,  how- 
ever, would  come  under  the  exception 
for  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  provided  in  his  Besolution,  for  the 
reason  that  such  a  measure  must  neces- 
sarily be  in  the  charge  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  The  proposition  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  would  require  care- 
ful consideration  before  it  could  be 
adopted,  because  it  would  really  tend  to 
relax  the  practice  of  the  House  rather 
than  to  maintain  it.  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  made  out  any  objection 
to  the  existing  practice  in  the  case  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  Bills,  no  doubt  his 
hon.  Friends  at  the  Treasury  would  be 
glad  to  consider  the  matter.  With 
mis  assurance  he  trusted  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  would  be  satisfied. 

OoLOHEL  KING-HAEMAN  said,  that, 
in  his  short  experience  of  the  House,  he 
had  known  three  cases  in  which  Bills  had 
been  read  a  second  time  without  having 
been  printed.  He  could  give  the  names 
of  these  BiUs,  but  he  preferred  not  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  t^ui  to. 

STTPPLT— CIVIL  SERVIOE  ESTIMATES, 

SuFPLT — cotmdered  in  Oommittee. 
(In  Oomnuttee.) 
Class  HI. — Law  akd  Jubtiob. 

(1.)  £68,837,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
County  Court  Officers,  Ito.,  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALT  said,  that  on  this  Vote 
fhe  Prime  Minister  would  be  able  to 


answer  a  question  which  he  (Mr.  Healy) 
had  put  concerning  the  possible  future 
employment  of  Mr.  CliflFord  Lloyd. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  had  written 
to  Lord  Spencer  on  the  subject,  but  had 
not  yet  received  a  reply;  and,  conse- 
quently, was  not  yet  able  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  It  was  understood,  he 
thoi^ht,  HiAt  the  Question  was  to  be 
answered  on  Monday. 

Vote  agretd  t*. 

^2.)  £99,980,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Prisons,  Ireland. 

Mr.  healy  said,  that  on  this  Vote 
a  pledge  Iiad  been  given  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  last  year  which 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  carried  out. 
The  Government,  during  the  Phoenix 
Park  trials,  made  some  rules  as  to  prison 
di&ciplioe  which  were  much  more  strict 
thaa  those  obtaining  in  England ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  promised 
that  the  rules,  particularly  those  regulat- 
ing visits  to  prisoners,  should  be  consi- 
dered with  a  view  to  their  revision.  The 
matter  seemed  to  be  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governors  of  the  gaols. 

Mn.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  regretted 
he  could  not  say  whether  the  Beport  of 
the  Prisons  Commission,  which  had  just 
been  unanimously  agreed  to,  referred  to 
this  subject  or  not. 

Mr.  healy  said,  that  what  had  oc- 
curred was  this.  In  the  month  of  May, 
in  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred, 
the  Gtovernment  made  Bules,  and  laid 
them  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  80 
days  being  required  to  elapse  after  that 
before  they  came  into  force.  Previously, 
every  prisoner  had  been  entitled  to  re- 
ceive certain  periodical  visits  ;  but  under 
;  these  Hules  such  visits  were  only  to  take 
:  place  at  the  discretiou  of  the  Oovemtur 
of  the  gaol. 

Ma.  TBEVELYAN  said,  that  unless 
something  had  been  done  by  the  Prison 
Commissioners  during  the  present  Ses- 
sion, he  could  not  say  that  any  step  had 
been  taken  in  the  matter.  It  certainly 
appeared  to  him  unsatisfaotoiy  that  the 
question  should  be  left  to  the  Governors 
of  gaols.  It  ought  to  be  in  ^e  hands 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  healy  said,  he  regarded  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  as 
very  satisfactory.  When  he  was  in 
prison,  he  had  found  the  Oovemor  of 
the  gaol  a  very  excellent  and  obliging 
person;  but  he  did  not  think  that,  gene- 
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rally  Bpeabing,  it  was  eafe  to  entrust 
these  powers  to  such  officials,  and  some 
alteration  ought  to  be  made  in  the 

Kules. 

Mr.  DEA8T  said,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  intended  to  accede  to  the 
request  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  Cork  to  permit  them  to  appoint  one 
or  two  justices  to  Tisit  the  male  prison 
of  that  city,  in  order  to  hear  any  com- 
plaints the  prisoners  might  have  to  make 
as  to  their  treatment?  The  request 
was  a  very  reasonable  one,  and  should 
be  granted,  in  view  of  the  fac^  that 
serious  complaints  had  been  made  re- 
garding the  prison,  and  unpleasant  facts 
had  been  revealed  in  connection  with  it. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  he  was 
sensible  of  the  evil  the  hon.  Gentleman 
referred  to,  and  it  had  occupied,  and 
was  still  occupying,  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  At  present  the 
law  did  not  permit  the  visitation  the 
hon.  Member  desired  to  see  instituted — 
it  could  not  be  done  under  the  24th 
section  of  the  Prisons  Act — but,  in  a 
Bill  recently  brought  in,  power  was 
given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  alter 
the  rule  regarding  the  visiting  justices 
of  prisons. 

Vote  affrud  to. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
poeea, 

"That  A  Bum,  not  exceediog  £01,944,  be 
granted  to  Her  Mi^etty,  to  oompleta  the  sum 
neceosary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  paymeat  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Ex- 
penses of  Kefonnatory  and  Indnstrial  Schools 
m  Ireland." 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  he  was  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  stand  for  a  few  moments  be- 
tween the  Committee  and  this  Vote ; 
but  he  felt  bound  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  there  had  been  of  late  a 
p;ood  deal  of  unpleasant  feeling  existing 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  industrial 
schools  in  Ireland.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  within  the  past  12  months, 
at  least,  the  Government  had  obstructed 
tiie  development  of  Irish  industrial 
schools  in  every  way  in  their  power.  A 
comparison  between  the  English  and 
Irish  industrial  schools  would  show 
that  the  latter  were  not  at  all  liberally 
treated.  Ever  since  the  beginning  of 
this  year — indeed,  even  further  back 
tiian  that — every  attempt  to  extend  the 

Mr.  Staly 


industrial  school  system  in  Ireland  had 
been  met  by  a  determined  and  resolute 
resistance  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesfy's 
Government.  Almost  every  application 
made  to  the  Government  by  those  in- 
terested in  the  matter,  however  reason- 
able, was  met  in  a  most  arbitrary  spirit, 
and  one  of  the  most  arbitrary  refusals 
had  been  that  in  the  Ballinasloe  case. 
The  managers  of  the  school  there  had 
been  most  anxious  to  have  it  turned  into 
an  Industrial  Institution,  and  had  made 
application  to  the  Government  with  that 
object;  but — certainly  up  to  three  or 
four  weeks  ago — no  answer  had  been 
received.  No  more  proper  application 
could  be  made  than  was  made  in  this 
Ballinasloe  case,  and  that  the  matter  was 
deserving  of  attention  was  evident  from 
the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  single  in- 
dustrial school  in  the  Province  of  Con- 
naught.  At  Letterfrack,  a  large  sum  of 
money  had  been  subscribed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  industrial  school, 
and  yet  nothing  had  been  done,  although 
he  could  not  say  that  the  Government 
had  absolutely  refused  the  application 
in  this  case.  The  case  of  Tipperary, 
also,  had  been  neglected.  In  that  case, 
a  la^e  sum  of  money  had  been  sub- 
scribed for  the  extension  of  the  existing 
building,  so  as  to  provide  tor  the  accom- 
modation of  a  larger  number  of  ohil- 
dren,  and  the  (Government  had  only 
sanctioned  the  maintenance  of  64  chil- 
dren, whereas  the  building  was  capable 
of  maintaining  double  that  number.  In 
such  cases  as  these,  he  thought  the  Go- 
vernment should  only  be  too  ready  to 
recognize  and  encourage  local  effort.  A 
great  and  important  work,  substantial 
in  its  effects,  was  being  carried  on  by 
these  schools,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  all  they  possibly  could 
to  support  them. 

Colonel  COLTHTJRST  said,  he 
wished  to  be  quite  fair  on  the  subject, 
and  to  admit  that  the  limitation  was  not 
imposed  without  some  reason,  because 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  there  was 
a  much  larger  percentage  of  children  in 
proportion  to  the  industrial  school  ao- 
comraodatiott  in  Ireland  than  there  was 
in  England.  That  fact  was  to  be  ac- 
counted fwinthis  way.  In  Ireland'th^ 
were  not,  as  in  England,  any  Poor  Law 
schools  where  ohimren  were  brought 
up  and  educated.  In  Scotland,  where 
the  people  had  ^wa^  m^e  good  use 
of  their  opportm^f^jfi^[j4^^c9^l^t 
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Poor  Law  schools — ^they  faad  bU  their 
poorer  ohildrea  in  industrial  schools. 
But  this  limitation  was  especially  hard 
in  the  ease  of  Ireland,  because  it  was 
not  placed  upon  the  schools  according 
to  their  merits;  it  was,  he  believed, 
fixed  on  a  certain  day,  in  1879,  when 
the  number  of  children  in  every  school 
iras  taken  without  any  reference  what- 
ever to  the  raze  of  the  school,  the 
amount  of  school  accommodation,  or  the 
place  where  the  school  was  situate.  The 
oonsequence  was  that  this  anomaly  was 
created — ^that  in  some  places  they  were 
over-Bi^»plied  with  Bcboola  for  girls ; 
which  in  other  places  were  absolutely 
deficient,  just  as  his  hon.  Friend  had 
pointed  out  with  regard  to  board 
Bchools.  That  matter  had  been  brought 
very  forcibly  before  the  Commission  on 
which  he  sat  as  a  Member.  That  Com- 
mission, of  which  he  was  a  Member, 
made  recommendations  which  they  be- 
lieved would  meet  the  case,  at  the  same 
time  insuring  due  caution  in  the  ad- 
ministration in  order  to  prevent  the  ad- 
mission of  children  to  the  schools  who 
ought  not  to  be  admitted.  They  also 
leconunended  that  there  should  be  no 
limitation  beyond  the  size  and  accom- 
modation of  the  school  subject  to  the 
eontrol-of  a  Secretary  of  State.  His  hon. 
Friend  (Ifr.  Moore)  would,  however, 
find  that  question  treated  in  detail  in  the 
Beport  of  the  (Jommission.  There  was 
another  hindrance  to  the  working  of  the 
system  in  Ireland — ^namely  the  uncer- 
tainty of  contributions.  In  England, 
contnbutioDB  were  voluntary  as  in  Ire- 
land. In  England,  he  did  not  suppose 
there  was  a  Town  Council  which  did  not 
contribute  a  fair  sum  towards  industrial 
schools ;  but  in  Ireland  it  was  entirely 
different.  As  the  Committee  would  be 
aware,  it  was  the  drand  Juries  and  Cor- 
porattons  which  contributed  in  Ireland, 
and  these  only  to  the  extent  of  a  \i.  or 
1«.  &d.  a-week,  per  head,  of  the  children  ; 
while  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  South 
Biding  of  Tipperary  and  of  Queen's 
County  refnsecl  to  give  a  single  %d.  to- 
wards tiie  expense  of  industrial  schools. 
The  managers,  as  his  hon.  Friend  had 
pointed  out,  had  not,  in  consequence, 
Bufflciettt  income  to  carry  on  the  work. 
Thus  the  only  school  in  hia  county  was 
that  in  the  City  of  Cork,  in  which  he 
was  personally  interested,  which  the 
Committee  would  perceive  was  a  totally 
inadequate  pzoviaion  for  a  population 


of  500,000  Catholics.  He  believed  that 
all  Catholic  opposition  would  disappear, 
if  only  the  limitation  complained  of  were 
taken  away,  and  the  other  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commission  were  carried 
out.  Further,  he  thought,  although 
some  persons  had  a  great  objection  to 
compulsory  contribution,  that  the  con- 
tributions should  be  made  constant, 
without  which  he  believed  that  the  re- 
quirements of  the  industrial  system  could 
not  be  carried  out  in  Ireland.  Finally, 
he  hoped  hia  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Senretary  for  Ireland  would  take  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Commission  into 
his  careful  consideration,  and,  if  legisla- 
tion was  to  follow,  as  he  understood  it 
would  in  the  case  of  England,  that  it 
would  follow  speedily. 

M».  MAEUM  said  he  should  like  to 
supplement  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
(Colonel  Colthurst),  whose  statement  with 
regard  to  the  Grand  Juries  was  perfectly 
true.  He  himself  had  committed  two  chil- 
dren to  an  industrial  school,  objecting  to 
sending  them  to  a  reformatoiy,  where  they 
would  be  treated  as  prisoners  and  con- 
victs. The  managers  declined  to  receive 
the  children.  He  employed  counsel,  and 
the  matter  was  contested  ;  but  such  was 
the  law  that  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  Queen's 
County  refused  to  give  any  capitation 
grant  for  the  juvettues  committed  to  an 
industrial  school.  The  Grand  Jury  of 
that  county  consisted  of  22  Protestant 
and  one  Catholic  gentlemen.  Now  the 
result  of  this  was  that  when  the  children 
were  released  they  were  unable  to  get 
any  employment,  and  were  consequently 
thrown  upon  society ;  those  who  were 
interested  in  them  could  not  get  them 
admission  into  any  situation.  The  mere 
statementof  this  case  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  teach  the  Government  that  a  reform 
of  the  existing  system  was  urgentiy  re- 
quired. The  natural  solution  of  the 
queatioa  was,  in  his  opinion,  that  power 
should  be  given  to  magistrates  to  compel 
the  managers  to  admit  juveniles  com- 
mitted to  industrial  schools,  and  that  the 
Grand  Juries  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
for  them. 

Mr.  TKEVELYAN  said  that  any 
change  that  the  administration  might 
require^that  would  restore  the  indus- 
trial schools  in  Ireland  to  their  proper 
use  of  receiving  children  <»mmitted  by 
the  magistrates — must  meet  with  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  MajejS^s 
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ChjTeinnieiit.  He  did  not  tliink  the  hon. 
Member  for  OloDmel  (Mr.  Moore)  had 
broaght  forwurd  any  argument  to  ehow 
that  there  was  any  great  laxiij  of  ad- 
ministration ;  but,  at  all  events,  there 
was  a  very  different  idea  in  the  minds  of 
those  connected  with  industrial  schools 
in  Ireland  from  that  with  regard  to  the 
schools  in  England.  In  Ireland,  every 
child  sent  to  an  industrial  school  was 
paid  for  by  the  QoTemment  at  the  rate 
of  5*.  a>week;  whereas  in  England  a 
majority  of  children  were  paid  for  at 
ratBB  Tsrying  between  2a.  6d.  and  St.  6d. 
a-week,  6«.  a-week  being  paid  for  boya 
sent  to  training  ships.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  was  that  the  ideas  which  prevailed 
in  Ireland  with  regard  to  industrial 
Bohools  were  so  very  different  from  those 
in  Elngland  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
Bome  limit,  and  the  question  was  as  to 
what  that  limit  should  be.  Ought  it  to 
be  an  arbitrary  limit  of  number,  such 
as  had  been  laid  down ;  or  a  limit  on 
the  freedom  of  committal  by  the  magis- 
trates ?  He  very  much  preferred  the 
latter,  if  it  could  be  carried  out ;  and  if 
there  was  legislation  on  this  subject  next 
year,  as  he  hoped  there  would  be,  he 
would  certainly  help  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Colonel  Oolthurst)  in  tryingtoget 
Ireland  included,  and  in  trying  also  to 
get  the  recommendation  in  Section  24  of 
the  Beport  of  the  Commission,  of  which 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  was  a  Mem- 
ber, applied  to  that  country.  He  thought 
the  Bohools  in  question  should  be,  as  far 
as  possible,  kept  to  their  proper  and 
legitimate  object — namely,  that  of  pro- 
viding the  children  for  whom  they  were 
intended  with  some  place  in  which  they 
oould  be  properly  brought  up.  He 
tpoke  of  orphans,  destitute  children,  and 
beggars,  wandering  about  without  a 
home,  and  likely  to  follow  the  footsteps 
of  the  habitued  criminal.  If  it  were 
possible  to  confine  the  committals  of 
children  to  these  schools  to  that  class,  he 
should  certainly  be  ^ad  to  make  the 
limit  one  of  limitation  of  committals  and 
not  of  number.  If  children  committed 
ooujd  be  confined  to  the  classes  specified 
in  the  Acts,  there  would  be  less  reason 
for  restriction;  but  other  classes  were 
sent  into  the  schools,  and,  without  giving 
the  name  either  of  the  school  or  the 
manager^  he  might  mention  to  the  Com- 
mittoe  that  a  case  had  been  brought 
before  his  notice  in  whicA  a  manager 
wanted  to  change  a  school  wfaioh  pro- 
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Tided  for  children  of  one  sex  into  a 
school  for  the  other  sex.  He  wrote  to 
the  manager,  and  he  replied  that  he 
found  the  children  were  improper  objects, 
and  he  had  sent  them  all  home  to  their 
parents.  Hon.  Members  would,  he 
thought,  allow  that  the  case  had  given 
him  a  considerable  amount  of  work.  He 
should  be  glad  if  this  vexed  question 
could  be  settled  by  legislation  in  the 
course  of  next  year. 

Me.  WAETON  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  decrease  with  regard  to  the 
estimated  extra  receipts  from  parents  of 
children  sent  to  reformatory  and  indus- 
trial schools ;  the  amount  received  last 
year  being  £1,350,  and  this  year  only 
£1,1-50.  He  thought  the  comparatively 
speaking  large  difference  of  £200  ought 
to  be  explained. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  be- 
fore the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answered 
the  question  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton),  he 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  should  like  to 
urge  on  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  point  which  had  been  impressed 
upon  it  by  the  Inspector  of  Reformatory 
Schools  for  some  years  past  in  his  annual 
Report.  It  was  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  the  unfortunate  children 
that  they  should  receive  some  protection 
when  they  left  the  schools.  The  period  of 
their  dtscnarge  was,  of  course,  most  im- 
portant in  view  of  their  Aiture  welfiure. 
When  tfa^  were  discharged  from  the 
reformatory,  they  vereparticularly  liable 
to  all  sorts  of  temptations  and  dangers, 
and  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  crimi- 
nal class.  He  complained  that  the 
money  which  was  given  in  England 
towards  meeting  the  cost  incurred  in 
connection  with  children  after  their 
liberation  was  not  also  given  in  the  case 
of  Ireland.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
emphasize  the  importance  of  this  point, 
because  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  an 
allowance  of  this  kind  would  enable 
boys  to  escape  from  those  dangers  at 
the  outset  of  their  industrial  career 
which  certainly  brought  down  a  great 
number  of  them  to  the  ranks  of  erime. 
There  was  no  reason  why  Irish  reforma- 
tories and  industrial  schools  should  be 
treated  diffiarently  from  similar  insti- 
tutions  m  England.  Notr,  that  the 
question  had  been  raised  in  the  House, 
perhaps  die  right  hon.  Oentleman  ^e 
Chief  Seoretftry  (Mr.  Treveljwi)  would 
give  it  the  attent(9^ij|,^^4gi5fegle 
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Mb.  COITBTNET  said,  the  point 
raised  was  one  of  great  importance ;  but 
it  was  one  which  must  be  considered 
with  the  whole  question  of  reformatory 
and  iuduBtrial  schools  by  the  Boyal 
Commission.  As  to  extra  receipts,  he 
had  only  to  say  that,  unfortunately,  ex- 
perience had  shown  them  that  the  esti- 
mate of  extra  receipts  made  last  year 
was  too  liberal.  The  present  estimate 
corresponded  more  exactly  with  what 
might  be  expected  to  be  realized  now. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Olonmel  (Mr.  Moore)  was 
under  a  misapprehension  with  regard  to 
the  Boale  of  payment  of  Inspectors  in 
Eo^and  and  Ireland.  Sir  John  Len- 
taiffne  received  a  salary  of  £400. 

Ma.  HASTINGS  said,  that,  as  a  Mem- 
ber  of  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Be- 
formatory  and  Industrial  Sdiools,  he 
should  be  sorry  to  let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  feeling  with  regard  to  the  want 
of  subsidization  for  Irish  industrial 
schools  was  confined  to  Irish  Members. 
English  Members  felt  the  want  quite  as 
strongly  as  Irish  Members ;  and  he 
hoped  that,  at  no  distant  time,  the  Irish 
QoTemmeut  would  find  it  in  their  power 
to  make  some  greater  provision  for  the 
Irish  schools.  The  Commission  were 
very  much  struck  with  what  many  of  the 
schools  were  doing,  and  they  would  be 
very  glad  if  the  schools  were  extended. 
While  be  thought  there  was  room 
for  improvement  in  English  industrial 
schools,  much  more  was  needed  to  be 
done  in  the  industrial  schools  of  Ireland. 

Ma.  MOOBE  said,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
G^tleman  the  Secretary  to  Uie  Treasury 
(lb.  Courtney)  would  ulow  him  to  oor- 
raet  lum.  Sir  John  Lentaigne's  salary 
as  Znspeotor  of  Schools  was  <mly  £300 
a-year;  the  additional  £100  a-year  was 
granted  him  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
on  his  retirement  from  the  Prison  Board, 
and  was  strictly  personal  to  himself.  He 
(Mr.  Moore)  was  sorry  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretaiy  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Trevelyan)  alluded  again  to 
the  comparison  between  England  and 
Ireland.  It  was  very  eaenr  to  go  into 
ocHkiparisons.  Perhaps  Ireland  had  been 
generously  treated  in  respect  to  her  in- 
dustrial schools,  and  it  was  perhaps  true 
that  the  Irish  industrial  schools  were 
much  ahead  of  similar  institutions  in 
Eni^a&d.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlamaa  had  made  a  little  oompariaon  of 
the  ezpsndituze  in  otiur  Departments  he 


would  not  have  found  the  advantage  on 
the  side  of  Ireland.  In  the  matter  of  the 
training  of  teachers,  for  instance,  Ireland 
did  not  receive  ^her  fair  proportion  of 
grant  from  the  State.  He  did  not  under 
stand  the  policy  of  the  Irish  Government 
in  respect  of  industrial  schools,  which 
had  been  a  source  of  great  benefit  to  the 
poorer  classes.  He  moved  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  £1. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Is  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  serious  ? 

Mk.  MOORE:  If  it  would  be  more 
conveoient,  I  will  more  to  reduce  the 
Tote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

"That  a  Bum,  not  ezceediog  £61,844,  be 
granted  to  Her  MajeBty,  to  complete  the  sant 
neoossMy  to  ilefny  ue  Ghar^  wliioh  will  oome 
in  oooTN  <^  payment  daring  tbe  year  eodii^  on 
the  3Ist  day  of  March  1886,  for  uie  Expenses  (tf 
Keformatoiies  and  InduBtrial  Schools  in  Ire- 
land."-(Jtfr.  Uoort.) 

The  Oommittee  dwidei: — Ayes  20; 
Noes  66 :  Majority  46.— (Dir.  lis^ 

No.  203.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  i^rMf  U. 

Me.  COTJBTNET  said,  the  hour 
(12.45)  was  still  early;  and,  therefore, 
he  proposed  to  take  a  few  of  the  non- 
contenlious  Votes.  They  had  to  meet 
again  at  12  o'clock,  and,  inconsequence, 
he  would  not  take  anything  that  would 
occupy  much  time.  He  proposed,  in  the 
first  place,  to  take  the  Votes  for  the 
National  Gallery,  and  a  few  other  Votes 
in  Class  IV. 

CiAss  IV. — ^Educattow,  ScisiroB, 

ABD  AbT. 

(4.)  Motion  mad^  and  Qoestiott  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  Bnm,  not  exceeding  £13,14S,  be 
granted  to  Hw  liberty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  de&ay  uie  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  81st  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Balozifls 
and  Expenses  of  the  Natinud  QaUeiy." 

Sm  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  "Works 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  if  he  could  give  the 
Committee  any  explanation  with  regard 
to  an  erection  that  had  been  put  up  out- 
side the  National  Oalleiy?  To  what 
purpose  was  the  buildingto  be  devoted : 
if  the  cost  of  the  building  was  intended 
to  be  defrayed  by  Parliament ;  and  for 
what  length  of  time  that  most  unsightly 
erection  was  to  remain  to  disfigure  what 
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was  very  properly  considered  the  finest 
site  in  Europe  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE,  in  reply, 
Baid,  the  building  had  been  placed  there 
by  the  desire  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
National  Gallery,  in  order  that  photo- 
graphs might  be  taken  of  certain  pic- 
tures in  the  Gallery.  It  had  been  found 
that  the  light  in  the^  Gallery  itself  was 
not  sufficiently  good  'to  admit  of  proper 
photographs  being  taken.  The  building 
would  be  removed  at  the  end  of  two 
months.  He  did  not  think  the  public 
would  raise  any  serious  objection  to  the 
bnildii^  under  the  cironmstances. 

Sib  BOBEBT  PEEL:  What  will  be 
the  expense  ? 

Hb.  SHAW  LEFEVBE:  I  beUeve 
the  whole  thing  is  a  private  enterprize. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  he  protested 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  Esti- 
mates were  now  being  taken.  He  was 
sure  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Middle- 
sex (Mr.  Ooope),  who  entertained  a 
strong  feeling  with  regard  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  National  Gallery  in  the  even- 
ing, would  have  been  present  had  he 
had  the  slightest  idea  that  the  Yote 
would  be  taken  that  night.  He  (Mr. 
Warton)  was  of  opinion  that  there 
should  always  be  a  mear  understanding 
what  Votes  would  be  taken  at  a  particu- 
lar Sitting,  in  which  case  time  would 
not  be  wasted  in  considering  which  Yotea 
should  be  taken,  and  which  should  not. 
Upon  this  particular  Vote  he  had  to 
complain ;  and  he  was  sorry  he  had  to  do 
80  in  the  absence  of  the  only  person  who 
could  give  him  an  answer  on  the  sub- 
ject— ^namely,  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Cumberland  (Mr.  G.  J.  Howard),  that 
thwe  was  no  accommodation  of  a  certain 
kind  in  the  National  Gallery.  In  the 
IiouTre  in  Paris,  and  in  other  great  pic- 
ture galleries,  proper  accommodation 
was  provided.  He  had  himself  been  in- 
convenienced by  the  absence  of  accom- 
modation of  the  nature  he  referred  to 
in  the  National  Gallery.  It  was  per- 
fectly disgraceful  that  in  this  country 
there  should  be  a  Puritanical  objection 
to  recognizing  the  necesaty  of  what 
vitally  affected  life. 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  he  knew  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Middle- 
sa  (Mr.  Ooope)  took  a  great  interest  in 
len^heninff  the  time  during  which  the 
National  Cillery  was  open  to  the  public. 
The  question  was  not  an  unimportant 
one ;  but  it  belonged  strictly  to  CUass  I., 
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where  the  buildings  for  the  National 
Gallery  were  provided  for,  and  not  to 
this  class,  which  dealt  solely  with  pic- 
tures. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  there  wae 
another  matter  which  onght  not  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence,  and  that  was  the 
small  amount  of  room  there  was  to  see 
the  pictures. 

Thr  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  not  a 
matter  which  can  be  dealt  with  under 
this  Vote. 

Sm  BOBEBT  PEEL  said,  the  Prime 
Minister  gave  a  distinct  pledge  the  other 
day  that  the  Votes  sbouldbe  taken  wtm- 
tim.  Of  course,  if  the  Committee  de- 
cided to  jump  over  semal  Votes,  and 
take  a  particular  Yote,  it  was  all  Tery 
well ;  but  he  thought  that,  in  view  of 
the  pledge  of  the  Prime  Minister,  thej 
ought  to  take  the  Votes  in  their  order. 
The  Committee  ought  to  be  very  careiul 
what  they  did;  because,  if  it  did  not 
now.  it  might  on  a  future  occasion,  lead 
to  great  inconvenience  to  take  Votes  out 
of  their  regular  order.  It  was  not  fair, 
at  1  o'doek  in  the  morning,  to  jump  over 
Votes,  in  opposition  to  the  assurance  of 
the  Prime  Minister. 

Mb.  C!0UBTNEY  said,  he  quite  con- 
curred with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that 
the  Votes  ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of 
their  order  umessthe  Committee  was  so 
agreed. 

Sz&  BOBEBT  FEEL:  We  have  not 
been  asked. 

Mb.  COUBINEY  said,  the  question 
was  before  the  Committee.  [Mr.  Wab- 
Tow:  Progress!]  He  really  thought 
that,  at  that  time  of  the  year,  they  were 
consulting  the  convenience  and  interests 
of  the  Committee  in  taking  now  those 
Votes  which  did  not  involve  matters  of 
dispute,  deferring  to  another  letting  tiie 
contentious  Votes. 

Me.  KENNY  asked  why,  if  the  Votes 
were  non-contentious,  they  should  not  be 
taken  a  couple  of  days  hence  ?  It  waa 
highly  inconvenieot  to  take  the  Votes 
out  of  the  regular  order.  No  one  had 
the  slighest  idea  that  this  Vote  would 
be  taken  that  night.  It  was  extremely 
desirable  that  some  system  should  be 
devised,  by  which  the  Votes  which  had 
been  taken  should  be  enumerated  for  the 
guidance  of  Members,  say,  in  the  Paper 
showing  the  Orders  of  the  Day.  Only 
that  night  an  hon.  Member  asked  if  a 
oortain  Vote  had  been  taken,  or  was  to 
be  taken ;  but  no  one  coiUd  tell  him.  It 
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was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the 
Yote  had  bieen  taken  out  of  its  proper 
order,  the  result  of  which  was  that  the 
hon.  Gtentleman  was  prevented  from 
Taising  a  point  in  which  he  was  in- 
terested. Nothing  would  be  gained  by 
endeaTouring  to  take  this  Vote  to-night ; 
indeed,  it  was  evident  time  would  be 
saved  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  put 
the  Vote  down  for  to-morrow.  Itwasvery 
inconvenient  that  hon.  Members  should 
be  kept  there  late  that  night,  because 
they  were  required  to  assemble  again  at 
12  o'clock,  with  the  possibility  their 
sitting  into  Sunday  morning. 

Mb.  BIGGAS  said,  he  would  move  to 
report  Progress.  He  oonsidraed  that 
the  Government,  which  represented  the 
majority  of  the  House,  were  bound  by 
the  pledge  given  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
He  (Mr.  Biggar)  had  known  many  a 
squabble  to  arise  upon  the  endeavour  to 
pass  a  few  non-contentious  Votes  at  a 
late  hour  of  the  night.  When  such  an 
endeavour  was  made,  it  generally  hap- 
pened that  there  was  a  lot  of  talk  about 
the  desirability  of  reporting  Progress, 
and  the  result  was  that  very  little  pro- 

fress  was  really  made.  If  the  Votes  had 
een  put  down  for  the  next  day,  in  all 
probability  they  would  have  been  taken 
with  a  run.  To  come  back,  however,  to 
the  primary  point,  he  re^y  could  not 
see  on  what  ground  the  Government  ad- 
vised the  Committee  to  act  in  contradic- 
tion of  the  pledge  given  by  the  Pnme 
liinister.  It  was  quite  possible  that  not 
one  of  the  Votes  which  were  called 
oontentious  would  be  so.  He  did  not 
wish  time  to  be  occupied  unnecessarily ; 
indeed,  he  should  like  the  House  to  ad- 
journ for  the  holidays  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  At  the  same  time, 
some  hon.  Members  interested  in  this 
Vote  might  have  stayed  away  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  the  pledge  of  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister ;  and,  therefore,  be  moved  to  re- 
port Ingress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  the  Ghainman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. "--{ Mr. 
Biggar.) 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  18; 
Noes  56 :  Majority  38.— (Dir.  List, 
No.  204.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 
Mr.  GBAT  said,  he  must  move  that 
the  Ohairmaa  do  leave  the  Chair;  but 


he  merely  wished  to  make  a  suggestion. 
A  considerable  number  of  Votes  had 
been  passed;  but  the  Return  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  did  not  show 
what  Votes  remained  to  be  passed ;  and 
he  hoped  that  next  Session  the  Govern- 
ment would  improve  that  !Retum,  so 
that  it  should  show  eaoh  week  the  Votes 
that  had  been  passed,  and  the  Votes 
that  remained  to  be  passed.  The  Be- 
tum  would  then  be  of  real  use  to  Mem- 
bers, and  he  did  not  think  it  would  in- 
volve any  real  additional  expense  at 
trouble.  For  the  oouvenience  of  the 
Committee  he  made  this  8u«|:wtlon, 
which,  if  adopted,  would,  he  Xelieved^ 
prevent  a  good  deal  of  difiSonlty.  -  He 
begged  to  move,  formally,  that  the 
Chairman  leave  the  Chair. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 

Chair."— (''^'■-  <^ray.) 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
thought  it  would  probably  prevent  mie- 
underatandiug  if  the  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  would  state  ia  what  order  he 
intended — without  making  an  absolute 
promise — to  take  the  Votes  to-morrow  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
he  proposed  to  take  the  Constabulary 
Vote  first,  and  then  proceed  with  the 
remaining  Votes  in  Class  XV.  Aa  to  the 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Qraj),  the  Return  was  not 
prepared  under  his  authority;  but  he 
would  see  what  could  be  done. 

Motion,  by  leave,  ufithdraien. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Captain  AYLMER  asked,  whether 
any  arrangement  had  been  econe  to  re- 
specting the  Doke  of  Marlb<»oogh*s 

pictures  ? 

Mr^  TOMLINSON  said,  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  there  was  nothing  in  this 
Vote  to  show  what  was  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducing the  catalogues  in  the  National 
Gallery.  He  would  ask  whether  there 
was  any  means  of  ascertaining  the  cost  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  sale  of  the  caUdogues  paid 
the  cost  of  their  production ;  but  they 
would  come  under  the  Stationery  Vote. 
No  arrangement  had  been  oome  to  re- 
specting ^  Marlborough  pictures. 

Mb.  WABTON  complained  of  the 
contemptuous  treatment  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Maidatme  (Captain 
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Aylmer)  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  said  it  would  be  a  national 
loss  if  these  pictures  were  allowed  to  go 
from  the  country.  There  was  no  other 
country  in  Europe  that  would  not  pay 
any  price  for  them  ;  and  probably  some 
Amerioan  millionaire  would  buy  what 
ought  to  belong  to  the  nation.  It  would 
probably  be  a  long  time  before  another 
such  opportunity  as  this  would  be  pre- 
sented, and  considering  the  action  of  the 
GoTemment  a  disgrace  he  should  more 
that  Progress  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (J/r. 
Warim.) 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOB  said,  he 
would  recommend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  not  to  proceed  with  this  Vote, 
considering  that  the  House  would  meet 
again  in  a  few  hours  for  a  Saturday 
Sitting.  By  persevering,  the  hon.  Oentle* 
maa  was  only  inflicting  prolonged  agony 
on  those  Members  who  would  have  to  be 
here  a^in  when  the  House  met. 

SiE  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  he  wished 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Hartiogton). 
He  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  eay,  in 
reply  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Woodstock  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill), 
that  Class  ni.  would  be  taken  on  Fri- 
day.  Class  IV.  on  Saturday,  Glass  Y.  on 
Monday,  and  Class  TI.  on  Monday, 
Thai  was  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
deman ;  and  he  (Sir  Robwt  Peel)  wished 
to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  if  he  did  not 
see  the  expediency  and  justice,  after  the 
statem«&t  of  the  Prime  Minister,  of 
taking  the  Votes  struttimy  and  tiiat  with 
Class  III.  the  Estimates  should  cease 
for  to-night,  Friday  ? 

Thk  Mabqttess  or  HABTINGTON 
said,  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  recollec- 
tion was  not  very  accurate.  His  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  had  given  no  distinct 
pledge,  but  had  only  made  suggestions 
as  to  the  order  in  which  the  Votes  should 
be  taken.  The  Cbvemment  had  hoped 
that  the  Iri^  Constabulary  Vote  would 
be  oonolttded  that  night,  and  they  were 
mdeavowing  to  carry  oat  the  indication 
given  as  to  the  Votes.  With  respect  to 
tke  observations  of  thehan.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bxidport  (Mr.  Warton),  his 
io^tession  vaa  that  the  Ohaneellor  of 
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the  Exchequer,  or  the  Prime  Minister— 
one  of  them,  certainly — ^had  made  astate- 
ment  respecting  these  pictures,  and  had 
said  all  that  could  be  said  on  the  subject. 
More  than  had  been  said  could  not  b* 
stated.  He  hoped  the  Motion  to  r^>ort 
Progress  would  not  be  pressed. 

Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT  said,  he  would 
join  in  the  ^peal  of  the  noble  Marquesa 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  to  the  hoa. 
and  leam»d  Member  (Mr.  Warton)  not 
to  press  his  Motion ;  although  he  thought 
some  little  ground  had  been  giv«i  for 
the  Motion  by  the  way  in  whidi  the 
hon.  Gentieman  the  Secretaiy  to  the 
Treasury  had  treated  the  question  of  tiie 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Maidstone 
(Captain  Aylmer)  respecting  the  Marl- 
borough pictures. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  there  was 
nothing  further  to  be  stated  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Me.  J.  G.  TALBOT  said,  he  was 
aware  that  that  was  the  state  of  the 
case ;  but  he  wanted  to  point  out  that 
these  pictures  had  created  a  great  deal 
of  interest,  not  only  inude,  but  outside 
this  House ;  and  he  thought  that  if  the 
Government  would  give  an  assurance 
that  this  matter  was  under  careful  con- 
sideration, and  that  they  woiUd  do  their 
best  to  secure  some  of  the  pictures,  that 
would  give  great  relief  and  satisfaction. 
Some  of  these  pictures,  it  was  acknow- 
ledged by  all  acqiiainted  with  the  subject, 
were  of  the  highest  value,  and  could  not 
be  rivalled ;  and  although  those  who  took 
great  interest  in  such  matters  did  not 
occupy  so  much  time  as  Irish  Membezs 
did  when  they  had  a  grievanoe,  that  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  receive 
courtesy  from  the  CfovemmMit.  If  some 
8U(^  assurance  were  given  as  he  had 
su^ested,  he  thonght  the  Committee 
might  allorw  the  Vote  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  gray  said,  he  was  dlssati^ed 
with  the  reply  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  tlie 
Secretaiy  to  the  Traasnry. 

Qnestion  put,  and  n$gaUvei. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agretd  ie. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  som,  not  exceeding  £1,607,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  National  Fortnut  Oal- 
Iwy." 
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Mb.  WABTON  said,  that,  as  several 
hon.  Members  had  left  the  House,  on 
the  nndisrstatiding  that  the  Votes  in 
Olass  lY.  would  be  taken  to-morrow, 
he  Mt  it  his  daty  to  move  that  Progress 
be  reported.  He  beliered  that  the  Gen< 
tiemen  he  referred  to  had  much  to  say 
upon  this  particular  Vote. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Ohairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  ait  again." — 
(ifr.  WarUn.) 

Me.  OOUETNET  said,  he  had  se- 
lected these  Votes  on  account  of  their 
non-contentious  character ;  he  therefore 
trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  not  press  his  Motion,  but  allow 
the  Vote  to  be  taken,  as  also  the  Votes 
for  Learned  Societies  and  the  London 
University. 

Mr.  WAKTON  said,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  witiidraw  his  Motion  to  report 
Progress,  on  condition  that  the  Vote  tor 
the  Ix>ndon  University  was  not  taken 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
President  of  the  University. 

The  SOLICITOH  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farree  Heeschbll)  said,  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  John  Lubbock)  was  not  Pre- 
sident of  the  University;  he  was  a 
Member  of  the  Senate ;  and,  as  he  (Sir 
Farrer  Herachell)  was  likewise  one  of 
that  Body,  ho  thought  he  should  be  able 
to  answer  any  questions  which  might 
arise  on  the  Vote. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Caftaiit  AYLMER  said,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  building  in  wki<^  the 
National  portraito  were  deposited  was 
by  no  means  safe.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  pictures  were  exposed  to  danger 
both  from  the  weather  and  from  fire ; 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  learn  whether 
something  could  not  be  done  to  protect 
^em. 

Mb.  OOUBTNET  said,  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Oaptain  Ajlmer)  had 
been  over  and  over  again  under  oon- 
sidMation.  The  Government  looked 
upon  tiie  building  as  temporary  only; 
and  he  (Mr.  Courtney)  would  be  glad 
to  see  the  ploturee  removed  to  a  place  of 
greater  safety. 

Oaptain  AYLMER  said,  it  had  been 
his  intention  to  move  a  reduction  of 
this  Vote,  unlera  the  Government  gave 
an  assurance  that  the  pictures  would  be 
removed  to  a  place  of  safe^ ;  but  ^ter 


the  intention  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  that  they  would  be  so  re- 
moved, if  possible,  he  would  not  do  so. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  danger  of  fire  to 
pictures  arose  not  only  ftom  the  nature 
of  the  building  in  which  they  were  de- 
posited, but  from  its  proximity  to  the 
buildings  of  the  Health  Exhibition — 
that  was  to  say,  the  temporary  buildinffs 
that  had  been  put  up.  He  would  »e 
whether  extra  precautions  were  taken  in 
consequence  of  that  proximity ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  the  cost  incurred  thereby 
would  fall  upon  the  Health  Exhibition, 
or  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  believed 
that  all  necessary  precautions  were 
taken.  The  real  danger  to  which  the 
building  was  exposed  arose  from  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  spirit  warehouse 
in  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Captain  AYLMER  said,  that  there 
had  been  a  fire  dose  by  the  building  not 
many  days  ago. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(6.)  £16,400,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Learned  Societies  and  ocientifio  Investi- 
gation. 

Ma.  BUCHANAN  said,  there  was 
one  point  in  relation  to  this  Vote  that 
he  desired  to  bring  before  the  Commit- 
tee. He  referred  to  the  question  of 
meteorological  observations.  The  Com- 
mittee would  recollect  that  a  good  deal 
of  diecussion  had  taken  place  a  few  years 
with  reference  to  the  Meteorological 
Council.  As  he  understood  the  position 
of  that  Body,  at  the  present  time,  it  was 
established  for  five  years,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  which  period  its  members 
would  have  to  be  re-appointed.  A  great 
deal  of  dissatisfaction  had  prevailed  in 
many  quarters  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  Body  distributed  the  money  granted 
by  Parliament;  and  it  appeared  that 
the  Treasury  instituted  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject,  wfaioh  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed. But  the  dissatisfaotion  had 
come  up  again,  particularly  with  regard 
to  the  smallneBs  of  the  sums  devoted  to 
meteorological  work  in  Scotland.  An 
important  meteorological  observatory 
had  recently  been  established  by  private 
effort  on  Ben  Nevis.  And  yet  only 
£100  was  allocated  to  it  out  of  the 
£15,000  voted.  Even  this  sum  it  was 
possible  might  be  withdrainkiOwinf  to 
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a  petty  quarrel  between  the  English 
and  Scottish  authorities.  The  Scottish 
Meteorological  Societj,  which  did  more 
work  than  any  other  meteorological 
body,  had  no  representative  on  the 
Council,  which  was  simply  a  Committee 
of  the  Eoyal  Society  of  London.  He 
would  like  to  receive  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  an  assurance  that  this  matter 
would  be  looked  into,  in  order  that, 
after  all  that  had  been  done,  the  best 
meteorological  work  done  in  the  country 
lately  should  not  be  put  aside  and 
ignored  by  those  who  had  the  disposal 
of  the  funds  voted  by  Farliament  for 
the  purpose.   

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Meteorological  Council 
had  been  the  same  as  that  with  regard 
to  all  learned  aoeieties — that  was  to  say, 
they  did  not  interfere  with  the  manner 
in  which  they  distributed  the  funds 
placed  at  their  disposal.  They  could 
not,  therefore,  intervene  in  the  question 
between  the  Boyal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
and  the  Meteorological  Council. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  it  had  been 
recommended  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
mental Commission  that  the  Council,  in 
its  annual  Beport  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, should  specify  the  way  in  which 
the  money  at  Hieir  disposal  was  ex- 
pended. He  thought  that  the  House, 
having  voted  the  funds,  ought  to  see 
whether  the  money  waa  properly 
iqwnt. 

Captaik  ATLMER  said,  he  objected 
to  the  grant  of  £500  for  the  Royal  Geo- 
graphical Society,  which  produced  very 
small  results. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  that  in  this 
case  he  dissented  entirely  from  the  view 
taken  by  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
who  had  just  sat  down  (Captain  Aylmer). 
He  believed  that  no  money  was  better 
spent  than  the  £500  voted  for  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society,  and  that,  consider- 
ing the  value  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Society,  the  amount  of  the  grant  was 
Very  sinalL 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(7.)  £8,346,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  liondon  Universify. 

House  resumed. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To'morrow. 
_  Committee  sit  again  To-morrow. 
Mr.  Suokamm 


SUPREME  COUBT  OP  JTTOICATUEE 
AMENDUENT  BILL  [Xonfi.]— [Bill  807.] 
{Mr.  Attorney  OentriU.) 
ooHMiTXBS.    [Pfogreu  39M  Julj/.l 
Bill  eoniidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clauses  1  to  6,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Appe^  in  mattras  under 

£200). 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hbitbt  Jaues)  said,  that  he  had  been . 
in  oommunicatifm  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Lauttceston  (Sir  Hardinge  GifEEurd],  in 
relation  to  this  clause  and  Clauses  8  and 
9,  the  Appeal  Clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  in 
deference  to  what  he  thought  was  the 
wish  of  the  Committee  he  would  consent 
to  those  clauses  being  struck  out. 

Clause,  with  Clauses  8  and  9,  severally 
atruok  out  of  the  Bill  accordingly. 

Clause  10  (Appeals  from  referees). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hbnrt  Jaues)  said,  he  had  great  doubt 
whether  it  was  intended  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Sir  Hardinge  Giffard) 
that  this  clause  should  also  be  struck 
out.  It  was  not  of  the  same  class  as  the 
other  clauses  which  had  been  struck  out ; 
but  if  it  was  desired  to  omit  the  clause 
the  omission  could  be  effected  on  Report. 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  he  had  had  some 
communication  with  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  fSir  Hardinge  Gifibrd)  in  r^rd 
to  the  Bill,  and  he  waa  able  to  say  that 
this  was  not  one  of  the  elauses  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  deured  to  see 
struck  out. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  11  (Judge  may  order  trial  by 
an  official  referee  in  certain  oaaee). 

Me.  WHITLEY  said,  this  was  a  very 
objectionable  clause,  and  he  should  hare 
liked  to  see  it  struck  out.  If,  however, 
he  could  not  get  some  assistance  from 
the  Committee  he  should  not  put  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  the  trouble  of  dividing. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hbbschell)  said,  he  was  quite 
aware  that,  in  many  quarters,  there  was 
some  apprehension  that  if  the  clause  re- 
mained in  its  present  shape  its  opera- 
tion would  be  very  objectionable ;  but 
it  must  be  seen  that  there  was  full  power 
given  to  refer  issues  to  referees.  At  the 
■ame  time,  in  order  to  c<mfine  the  olaiue 
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to  cases  where  all  parties  consented,  he 
proposed  to  amend  it  by  omitting  all  the 
words  from  "  and,"  in  line  31,  to  the 
word  "  offioen,"  inline  36,  indusiTO. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  to 
omit  the  words  from  "  and/^in  Une  SI, 
to  *'<^oers/Mnline36,  inolusiTe. — (ifr. 
Solteitor  General.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Glanse." 

Me.  TOULINSON  said,  he  was  not 
sore  tiiat  the  omission  of  these  words 
would  cure  all  the  mischief  of  the  clause. 
Perhaps  the  Law  Officers  would  say 

whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  Amend- 
ment would  cover  a  case  in  which  any  of 
the  parties  were  under  disability. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fasber  Hsrschell)  said,  there  would 
be  very  rare  cases — he  hardly  knew  of 
any — in  which  parties  to  an  action,  who 
were  under  disabilities,  would  not  con- 
sent. If  there  were,  however,  persons 
under  disabilities  whose  consent  could 
not  be  got,  that  would  be  a  reason  for  a 
Judge  to  consider  whether  he  should 
refer  it. 

Me.  WHITLEY  said,  he  was  quite 
content  with  the  Amendment  suggested 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gtentleman. 

Question  put,  and  negatived  ;  words 
tiruekout  accordingly. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  12  to  23,  inolusiTe,  agreed  to. 

New  Olauses. 

Mr.  COTJBTNEY  moved  the  insertion 
of  the  following  Clause  : — 

(Officers  not  to  be  employed  without  good  ser- 
Tice  certiflcatei— 42  &  43  Vio.  o.  78.) 
"  The  provisioDS  of  section  tweiit7  of  *  Hie 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Offices)  Act, 
1879,  with  reepecb  to  pensions  under  that  Ac^ 
■hall,  as  regards  appoiotments  made  after  the 
oommenoement  of  this  Act,  extend  to  salariea 
under  that  Act." 

Clause  (Officers  not  to  be  employed 
without  good  service  certificates — 42  & 
43  Vic.  o.  78,)— (Jfr.  Courtney,)— brot^hi 
upt  and  read  the  firet  time. 

Qaestton,  "  That  the  CSauee  be  read 
a  second  time,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  WHITLET  proposed  the  addi- 
tion of  the  lollowing  daase  after  Clause 
13:— 


(Trial  of  actions  in  district  registries.) 
"  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  preveot  the  right 
of  parties  to  try  aotioiu  in  district  registries, 
and  to  refer  same  to  the  district  r^pstrars  when 
the  parties  so  desire.'* 

Clause  (Trial  of  actions  in  district  re- 
gistries,)—(Jfr.  Wkitleyy)—hrought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause 
be  read  a  second  time." 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faeree  Hersohbix)  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  ofibr  to  the  danse. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  proposed  the  addi- 
tion of  the  following  Clause  ; — 

(Judges  of  county  courts  to  have  the  same 
qualification  as  Queen's  Counsel.) 

"Judges  of  ooaaty  courts  shall  have  every 
qaalificatioa  conferred  on  Her  Hajeaty's  Ooan- 
sel  learned  in  the  Law  hy  the  Act  oif  the 
thirteenth  and  foorteenth  Victoria,  chapter 
twenty-five." 

The  hon.  Member  said,  the  object  of  the 
clause  was  to  enable  Judges  of  County  - 
Courts,  whether  Queen's  Counsel  or  not, 
to  be  placed  on  the  Commissions  of  As- 
size for  the  purpose  of  assisting,  if 
called  upon,  Judges  in  the  performance 
of  their  civil  and  criminal  duties. 

Clause  (Judges  of  County  Courts  to 
hare  the  same  qualifications  as  Queen's 
Connsel) — (Jfr.  Matttngt.) — Iro^M  upt 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause 
be  read  a  second  time." 

Me.  WABTON  said,  this  was  an  ex- 
traordinary and  grave  proposal.  By 
his  clause,  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Hastings)  suggested  that  County  Court 
Judges,  many  of  whom  were  not  even 
Queen's  Counsel,  should  rank  as  Judges. 
He  (Mr.  Warton)  felt  it  his  duty  to  say 
that,  judging  from  his  own  personal  ex- 
perience, four  out  of  every  five  County 
Court  Judges  were  totally  unfit  to  try 
Assize  cases.  He  should  like  to  know 
on  whose  suggestion  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
proposed  the  clause. 

SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faerxb  Hersouell)  said,  Uiat  he,  on 
the  contrary,  thought  that  some  of  the 
County  Court  Judges  were  well  fitted  to 
try  Assize  cases.  Some  inconvenience 
had  been  found  under  the  present  rule, 
which  provided  that  only  Queen's  Coun- 
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Bel  should  be  deputed  to  assist  a  Judge 
in  the  trial  of  Asuze  oases,  and  it  was 
Bug^sted  that,  in  some  oases,  it  would 
be  a  public  conrenienoe  if  Oounty  Oourt 
Judf^es  could  be  put  in  the  Assize  Com- 
mission. He  trusted  the  clause  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  said,  he  proposed 
the  clause  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
knowing,  as  ne  did,  many  County  Court 
Judges  who  were  well  qualified  to  try 
Assize  cases. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  would  ask 
if  the  clause  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Hastings)  had  really  anything  to  do 
with  the  Bill  under  consideration  ?  The 
Bill  was  one  to  amend  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  Act ;  but  this  clause 
related  to  Oounty  Oourt  JudgAS. 

Ths  SOLICITOB  general  (Sir 
I'abbeb  Herschbll)  said,  he  thought 
this  was  a  clause  wnioh  distinctly  came 
within  the  purview  of  the  BiU,  because 
theBill  deau  with  Assizes,  and  regpilated 
those  who  were  to  be  put  in  the  Oom- 
mission  of  Assize. 

Question  put,  and  agntd  io. 

Clause  aUsi  to  the  Bill. 

The  CHAIEM'AN  said,  he  must 
role  that  the  next  two  new  clauses, 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Worcestershire  (Mx.  Hast- 
ings]— ^namely, 

("No  writ  of  mandamus  or  prohibition  to 
isBiie  to  Jad^  or  officer  of  county  oourt,  but 
persons  agenorad  to  hare  right  of  appeal  as 
under  the  ''Ooonty  Coorta  Act,  1875.*  '*) 

and 

("The  oourt  or  judge  hearing  such  appeal 
may  make  order  to  ao  complete  justice  between 
paraea,  and  direct  as  to  ooets.") 

could  not  be  proposed,  as  they  were  not 
relevant  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  urging  him  (Mr.  Warton)  to 
move  the  new  clause  which  stood  in  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  name.  He  therefore 
begged  to  move  the  insertion  of  the 
following  Clause 

(Vaoatsoni  may  be  regulated  by  Order  in 

Oounm.) 

'*  Her  Majesty  in  Cktuncil  may  from  time  to 
time  make,  revoke,  or  modify  orders  regulating 
the  vacations  to  be  obserred  by  the  High  Court 
of  Jastice  and  the  High  Oourt  trf  Appeal,  and 
in  the  office*  of  the  said  Courts  raspsotiTaly. 

Th0  Solicitor  Genual 


'•The  provisionB  of  section  twenty-five  of 
*  The  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act,  1870/ 
shall  ap^ly  to  every  Order  in  Council  made 

under  this  Act." 

Clause — (Vacations  may  be  regulated 
by  Order  in  Ooundl) — {,Mr.  Warton^) — 
hrought      and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  die  Clause 
be  read  a  second  time." 

Ths  ATTOENET  general  (Sir 

Hehrt  James)  said,  he  sympathized 
a  great  deal  with  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  in  his  desire  to 
regulate  the  Vacations  for  the  public 
convenience ;  but  be  could  not  aftsent 
to  this  clause.  The  adoption  of  the 
clause  would  show  a  total  want  of  con- 
fidence in  those  who  now  regulated  the 
Vacations. 

Question  put,  and  n^ativtd. 

Preamble  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  oon- 
sideied  upon  Monday  next 

BUFBBHB  OOUKT  OF  JUDICATURE  (OHAH- 

cert  EXAunrERs'  office)  [gou- 
fbnsation]. 
CbfMiibfW  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

£tmlv»d.  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  [provided  by 
Paraament,  of  compensation  to  persons  holding 
the  office  of  sworn  clerk  to  the  late  Chancery 
Examiners,  on  the  abolition  of  that  office,  un- 
der the  fprovistons  of  any  Act  <A  the  present 
SesNon  nr  amending  tiie  Supreme  Conrfc  of 
Judicature  Acts. 

Besi^titai  to  be  reported  upon  Jfudky  ukL 

House  a^jonmed  at  a  quarter 
after  Two  o  dock. 


HOUSE    OF  OOlCHONS, 
Saiwdagj  ^ni  Augutt,  1864. 


Hie  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the 
dock. 

KXNTTTES.]—  Scpplt — eotitidered  in  CommittM 
— Civil  Sbbticb  EsTiKAtBS — Class  HI.— 

hAW  AND  JiTSTICB,  YotO  29. 

Seeotutittu  [Anguat  IJ  r^rted. 
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QUESTION, 


EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 

em  STAFFORD  NOETHOOTB:  I 
Tish  to  ask  what  is  to  be  the  course  of 
procedure  to-day  ?  I  understand  there 
was  a  oonversation  yesterday  in  the 
House  from  which  it  was  inferred  that 
tile  Prime  Minister  might  be  able,  upon 
the  Keport  of  Supply,  to  make  some 
statement  with  regata  to  the  issue  of 
the  Conference.  Z  sfaall  be  Tery  much 
obliged  if  any  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment— ^perhaps  the  Home  Secretary — 
could  tell  us  whether  it  is  probable  that 
such  a  statement  will  be  made;  and,  if 
80,  at  what  time  it  is  probable  that  the 
progress  of  the  Ciril  Service  Estimates 
will  be  interrupted,  and  the  Report  of 
Supply  taken  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCX)URT  :  I  be- 
lieve the  Conference  is  at  this  moment 
sitting,  and  it  would  be  the  desire  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  make  an  announce- 
ment as  to  its  decision  at  the  earliest 
possible  time,  in  order  to  g^ive  the  neces- 
sary information  to  the  House ;  but,  at 
the  present  moment,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  state  at  what  time  that  informa- 
tion will  be  given. 

Sm  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE: 
At  w;hat  time  will  Progress  be  reported 
on  the  CSvil  Servioe  Estimates? 

Bib  WILIjTAM  HAROOUET:  I  am 
afraid  it  would  not  be  very  judicious  to 
make  that  statement;  we  had  better 
reserve  it.  I  think,  from  what  the  Prime 
Minister  said  the  other  day,  there  is  no 
intention  to  carry  on  the  proceedings  to 
an  unreasonable  hour. 

SiB  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
whether  the  Votes  to  be  taken  to-day 
would  be  con&ned  to  Class  IV. ;  and 
whether  Supplementary  Estimates  would 
not  be  taken  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  replied  that  the 
Votes  for  to-day  would  be  the  Constabd- 
laiy  Vote  and  the  Votee  in  CSass  IV., 
including  tlie  Supplementary  Estimates 
in  that  Gaas. 

ORDER  OF  TBS  DAT. 

8UPFLT— OIVIL  BEBYICE  ESTIMATES. 
BvBrvt—e»n*id$r»d  in  Committee. 
(In  tiie  Committee.) 
Class  m. — Law  aitd  Jusxiot. 


Hoti<m  made,  and  Qaeation  proposed, 
"  That  a  mud,  not  ezeeeding  £M0,096,  be 
granted  to  Her  Hueatr,  to  oomplete  tlte  sum 
oeceaaary  to  de&ay  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  81st  da^  of  March  18S6,  for  the  Oooataba- 
lary  Force  m  Irelsnd." 

Mb.  O'STTLLIVAN  said,  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  ooiirse  which  the  Government  had 
pursued  in  reference  to  the  imposition 
of  a  force  of  extra  police  upon  the 
County  of  Limerick.  He  found  that 
during  the  year  1882  the  county  had 
been  charged  the  enormous  sum  of 
£6,966  for  extra  police.  He  did  not 
object  to  extra  police  being  sent  into 
the  county  if  there  were  reason  to  sus- 
pect disorder  or  outrages  upon  life  and 
property  ;  but  the  County  of  Lim^ok 
was  able  to  challenge  comparison  with 
the  most  peaceful  county  in  England  in 
regard  to  crime  and  outrage.  Notwith- 
standing that  fact,  a  tax  was  imposed 
upon  it  in  one  year  of  £6,966  for  extra 
police.  These  extra  police  were  distri- 
buted broadcast  all  over  tJlie  county,  not 
for  the  sake  of  preserving  peace  and 
order,  but  to  assist  the  landlords  in  col- 
lecting their  rents.  Their  services  were 
entirely  unnecessary  so  far  as  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property  was  concerned, 
and  their  time  was  occupied  in  driving 
cattle,  and  in  enabling  the  landlords  to 
extort  rack  rents.  There  was  no  more 
quiet  or  peaceable  county  inlreland  until, 
in  an  evil  hour,  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  made 
it  his  headquarters.  In  the  town  of 
Kilmallock,  in  which  he  (Mr.  O'Sulli- 
van)  resided,  and  which  be  was  conse- 
quently thoroughly  acquainted'  with, 
uie  peace  and  order  of  the  place  were 
maintained  by  10  or  11  constables  up 
to  that  time;  but  immediately  after 
Mr.  CUfEord  Lloyd  arrived  at  Kil- 
mallock 60  ta  60  extra  ^lice  were 
drafted  into  the  town,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  it  was  altogether  free  from 
anything  in  the  shape  of  crime  and 
outrage.  From  that  moment  the  in- 
habitants saw  every  morning  scorm 
of  police  going  out  with  the  military, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
crime  and  outrage,  but  to  collect  the 
rents  of  the  raok*renting  landlords. 
The  majority  of  the  landfords  in  the 
county  were  good  men ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, there  were  among  them  some 
black  sheep.  Perhaps  there  was  not 
throug^at  the  whue  of  Ireland  a 
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worse  landlord  than  a  gentieman  in  thai 
county  named  Ooote.  It  was  almost  en- 
tirely owing  to  tho  action  of  tMs  gentle- 
man with  regard  to  hia  tenants  that  the 
force  of  extra  police  had  been  imposed 
upon  that  part  of  the  county.  He  bad 
beeuknown  to  serve  write  upon  his  tenants 
for  a  single  half-year's  rent.  His  land 
was  more  highly  rented  than  any  other 
in  the  county.  He  obtained  for  it  £3  or 
£4  an  acre,  and  yet,  notwithstanding 
that  fact,  the  moment  a  tenant  got  six 
months  in  arrear  he  was  serred  with  a 
writ.  Three  of  Mr.  Ooote's  tenants  had 
been  ericted  who  had  held  their  farms 
for  years.  Because,  owing  to  the  de- 
pression which  occurred  in  regard  to 
agricultural  operations  in  1878,  1879, 
and  1880,  these  unfortunate  persons 
found  themselTes  unable  to  pay  the  rack 
rents  imposed  on  them  they  were  sum- 
marily Ecricted  from  their  farms,  no 
terms  whatever  being  offered  to  them. 
Mr.  Coote  was  perfectly  aware  that  these 
three  tenants  had  offered  on  several  occa- 
sions  even  withiu  the  last  threemonths  to 
settle  the  rent  at  whatever  aura  the  li&nd 
Oommissioo  might  fix  as  a  fairrent.  They 
wrote  to  Mr.  Ooote  making  that  offer, 
but  it  was  contemptuously  refused.  In- 
deed, the  landlord  did  not  condescend  to 
return  an  answer  to  their  communica- 
tion. Nevertheless,  this  was  a  man  for 
whose  protection  Her  Majesty's  Qovera- 
ment  had  put  up  a  police  hut  and  kept 
six  extra  police  on  his  farm.  He  thought 
it  would  afford  to  the  Committee  a  good 
illustration  of  the  way  in  which  the  tax 
for  additional  police  operated.  As  he 
had  said,  there  were  six  police  stationed 
upon  Mr.  Coote's  farm.  Yet  it  was  a 
place  in  which  there  had  been  no  crime 
or  outrage,  and  their  sole  duty  appeared 
to  be  to  mind  the  farms  £rom  which  the 
tenants  had  been  evicted,  notivithstand- 
ing  the  fact  that  they  had  offered  to  pay 
up  all  arrears  and  to  pay  any  rent  which 
the  Land  Court  was  prepared  to  fix.  It 
was  the  conduct  of  this  class  of  un- 
scrupulous landlords  which  gave  rise 
to  the  land  agitation  of  1879  -80, 
and  was  the  cause  of  the  Land  Bill 
being  brought  in  by  the  Government 
and  passed  by  Parliament.  If  Mr. 
Coote  s  tenants'  rents  were  not  paid 
by  the  Ist  of  May,  he  sent  them  notice 
that  it  must  be  ready  on  the  14th, 
and  those  who  were  unable  to  pay  it  on 
that  day  were  served  with  an  attorney's 
letter  on  the  16th.   Certain  tenants  who 


went  on  20th  to  pay  the  rents  were 
told  that  it  would  be  refused  unless  th^ 
were  prepared  to  pay  10«.  6if.  in  addi- 
tion in  the  shape  of  costs.  He  had 
known  one  of  these  unfortunate  tenants 
go  to  the  solicitor's  office,  six  miles 
on  the  21st  of  May,  in  order  to  pay  half 
a-year*B  rent  due  on  the  let  of  the 
same  month,  with  10«.  6d.  to  the 
solicitor  for  writing  a  letter.  Was 
that  a  gentleman  who  was  likiely  to 
bring  peace,  contentment,  and  happi- 
ness to  the  Irish  people,  or  make  his 
tenants  satisfied  with  their  lot,  even 
under  the  proviuons  of  the  Land  Bill  ? 
This  was  we  same  gentleman  for  whom 
the  Government  continued  to  provide  a 
hut  and  poUoe  protection,  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  watoh  the  farms  of  his 
evicted  tenants.  Surely  the  course  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  him  encouraged 
him  in  the  style  of  action  he  adopted 
towards  his  tenants.  He  had  received 
a  letter  from  one  of  this  gentleman's 
tenants — a  tenant  whom  he  (Mr.  O'SulU- 
van)  knew  intimately,  and  one  of  those 
who  had  been  evicted  by  Mr.  Coote. 
He  was  able  to  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  the  person  to  whom  he 
referred  was  one  of  the  most  honest  and 
industrious  tenants  in  the  County  of 
Limerick ;  but  he  had  found  it  impos- 
sible to  pay  the  rack  rent  demanded  of 
him  when  the  seasons  turned  against 
him.  He  would  only  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  short  extract  from  the 
letter  written  by  this  tenant,  in  order 
that  hon.  Members  might  be  able  to 
comprehend  what  it  was  the  Govenunent 
were  uj^inlding  by  keeping  an  extra 
police  force  in  the  Coun^  of  Limerick. 
He  wrote — 

"  I  bare  been  evicted  by  mj  landlnd,  Mr. 
Coote,  for*  one  half-year'a  rent.  Hy  rent  ms 
£103  16».  per  year,  bat  my  poor  rates  on  the 
entire  farm  and  outhouses  were  only  assessed 
upon  £49  I5s.,  or  less  than  one-half  of  the  rent. 
I  offered,  shortly  after  my  evictioQ,  when  I  had 
raised  some  money  from  my  friends,  to  pay  the 
half-year'5  rent  and  costs,  which  offer  my  land- 
lord ref ooed,  nnless  I  would  pay  the  full  rent  of 
the  land  daring  tiie  time  it  was  lyias  idle, 
althon^  iti.  Coote  had  poaaession  himseu  of  it 
during  that  time." 

Mr.  Coote  had  the  land  in  his  posses- 
sion, or  in  the  possession  of  his  bailiff, 
because  no  other  person  woiild  take 
possession  of  it.  So  anxious,  how- 
ever, was  this  poor  man  to  regun  pos- 
session of  the  land,  that  he  said  in  his 
letter — 


Mr.  O'SuUivan 
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"I  farther  ofibredto  sire  £160  if  looaldget 
my  fivm  •gain  on  the  same  tenns  u  the  Land 
Commiaaionem  had  fixed  in  the  case  of  two 
farmers  on  the  two  next  farms  to  mine,  bat  this 
of^  waa  alio  refawd." 

He  (Mr.  O'Sullivan)  did  not  wish  to  go 
any  farther  into  this  case ;  but  it  was 
regarded,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  as 
a  great  hardship  that  this  poor  man 
should  have  been  served  with  a  writ  and 
evicted  for  the  non-payment  of  a  single 
half-year's  rent,  the  rent  itself  being 
double  that  at  which  the  farm  was  as- 
sessed by  the  poor  rate  valuation.  Tet 
thislftndlord,  who  rofased those  fair  offers 
to  pay  rent  and  arrears,  was  the  gentle- 
man for  whose  protection  the  Govern- 
ment imposed  upon  the  connty  a  heavy 
police  tax.    He  was  sorry  to  say  that 
were  were  other  cases  of  the  same  kfod 
in  the  county  of  Limerick  ;  but  he  had 
selected  this  one,  because  he  was  per- 
sonally acquainted   with   the  circum- 
stances, residing  as  he  did  within  two 
miles  of  the  farm  to  which  he  had  di- 
rected attention.    He  had  stated  that 
the  extra  police  tax  amountfid  in  the 
year  1882  to  the  sum  of  £6,966.  That 
extra  force  was  sent  into  the  county,  not 
in  consequence  of  any  disturbance,  or 
in  order  to  prevent  crime  and  outrage, 
but  solely  because  evictions  were  beiuf^- 
carried  out  broadcast,  and  the  evirting 
landlords  were  in  dread  that  either  them- 
Belvea  or  their  property  would  he  injured. 
Heappealedtothejusticeof  HerMa]est)'*8 
Gh>Ternment  to  eay  whether  this  state  of 
things  onght  to  be  continued,  aud  whe- 
ther this  heavy  additional  tax  should 
still  be  imposed  upon  a  county  which 
would  bear  a  favourable  comparinon  for 
peace  and  order  and  absence  of  crime 
and  outrage  with  any  countv  in  England  ? 
Would  they  persevere  in  this  impos-ition  ? 
He  contended  that  it  would  be  disgrace- 
ful if  they  did,  especially  when  their 
sole  object — at  any  rate  in  the  case 
of  the  landlord  to  whom  he  had  re- 
ferred— was  to  uphold  a  man  who  re- 
fused to  make  any  terms  whatever  with 
his  tenants,  who  evicted  them  when 
simply  half-a-year  in  arrear,  who  refused 
every  fair  and  reasonable  offer  made  to 
him,  and  who  wrung  from  his  unfortu- 
nate victims  the  highest  rack  rents  it  was 
possible  to  impose.  Could  it  be  supposed 
that  while  landlords  were  permitted  to 
follow  a  course  like  this,  it  would  be 
possible,  even  with  the  aid  of  extra 
police,  to  sow  the  seeik  of  peace  and  oon- 

YOL.  GOXOI.   [thikd  sebies.] 


tentment  in  the  neighbourhood  ?  It  was 
too  bad  that  the  county  should  be  kept 
in  a  fever  of  excitement  and  compelled 
to  pay  what  amounted  to  a  heavy  fine  on 
account  of  the  oppressive  action  of  one 
man.  He  knew  that  the  Government 
had  no  control  over  the  action  of  this 
individual ;  but,  at  any  rate,  they  could 
withdraw  the  police,  who  were  now  em- 
ployed in  assisting  to  evict  teoants,  not- 
withstanding their  willingness  to  come 
to  a  settlement  on  fair  and  reasonable 
terms,  and  who  were  told  ofif  to  protect 
the  deserted  property  ttom  whiuL  the 
tenants  had  been  removed. 

Ub.  MART7AI  said,  he  had  stated  at 
the  time  this  extra  police  tax  was  im- 
posed upon  the  county  of  Limerick  that 
it  was  entirely  unnecessary,  and  that  it 
would  produce  the  discontent  and  ill- 
feeling  which  it  was  intended  to  prevent. 
If  it  had  ever  been  necessary  to  place  ''>0 
additional  poli<;e  in  the  county  the  times 
had  very  much  changed  since,  and  at 
the  Ia«t  As-izea  thi*  matter  was  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Jury  by 
a  Presentment.  It  was  said,  however,  that 
that  was  not  the  time  for  taking  action 
in  the  malter,  and  that  they  were  a>!Bum- 
ing  to  themselves  the  functions  of  the 
Executive.  It  waa  pointed  out  to  them 
that  it  was  a  matter  with  which  they  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  that  the  extra  police 
were  sent  into  the  county  by  the  Execu- 
tive Government ;  that  the  cost  of  it  was, 
under  the  Prevention  of  Grime  Act,  to 
be  charged  upon  the  locality  in  which  it 
was  employed ;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  same  course  had  been  pursued 
in  other  districts  where  it  was  feared 
that  serious outragesmightbecommitted. 
But  in  most  ca»es  the  extra  police  had 
been  withdrawn  when  tranquillity  was 
restored,  and  the  local  expendituj-e  in- 
curred had  not  been  very  large.  More- 
over, he  found  that  in  this  very  county,  at 
the  Lent  As-^izes,  Mr.  Justice  Barry  had 
congratulated  the  county  upon  iti  peace- 
ful aud  orderly  condition,  and  upon  the 
absence  of  crime  and  outrage.  Never- 
theless, the  Government  still  declined  to 
withdraw  the  extra  police,  and  the  re- 
sult had  been  to  create  great  dissatisfao- 
tion  throughout  the  county.  A  more 
peaceful  and  law-abiding  county  than 
the  county  of  Limerick  it  waa  im- 
possible to  find,  and  yet  this  enormous 
local  taxation  was  still  imposed  without 
the  slightest  neceBsity.  The  Grand  Jury 
dedined  to  take  any  aotioa  in  the  matter, 
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and  direw  the  entire  reeponBibflity  upon 

the  Executive.  He  believed  that  one 
main  ground  of  the  present  condition  of 
affairs  was  the  defective  distribution  of 
the  regular  Police  Force.  At  one  time 
the  population  of  his  own  county  of  Kil- 
kenny was  more  than  150,000;  it  was 
now  only  90,000,  but  the  police  force 
was  maintained  at  the  same  strength  as 
when  the  population  numbered  60,000 
more.  In  Limerick  the  same  result  had 
been  brought  about;  and  he  would  appeal 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland, 
whether  such  a  condition  of  affairs 
afforded  any  pretence  whatever  for  con- 
tinning  the  imposition  of  an  additional 
Ibroe  of  police  ?  Iftberewaaanydisturb- 
ance  in  any  part  of  the  county,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  had  the  power  of  drafting 
into  it  an  extra  force,  and  to  call  upon 
the  locality  to  pay  the  expense.  In  the 
county  which  he  represented  the  greatest 
dissatisfaction  was  expressed  at  the 
action  of  the  Executive.  Only  the  other 
day  there  was  a  large  meeting  of  the 
ratepayers,  who  had  appealed  to  him  to 
take  some  steps  in  the  matter.  All  he 
asked  the  Gnvemraent  was  that  if  50 
additional  police,  or  any  number  of  extra 
police,  were  required  ia  the  county,  and 
their  employment  were  justified  by  the 
state  of  crime  and  outrage,  then  let  their 
serricee  be  continued,  but  if  not  let  them 
be  removed.  At  that  moment  the  extra 
police  were  costing  the  ratepayers  of  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  a  sum  of  £2,400 
a-year,  without  the  slightpstnecesrityfor 
their  employment,  and,  in  addition  to 
that  heavy  tax,  the  farmers  were  suffer- 
ing from  the  oontinued  depression  of 
agricnitiire,  and  the  competition  to 
which  they  were  subjected  from  abroad. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  local  taxation 
was  becoming  enormous  and  unbearable. 
Everything  was  thrown  upon  it,  and 
every  fresh  Bill  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment added  to  the  local  burdens.  A 
great  deal  of  the  necessity  for  having  the 
local  Gonotabulary  was  owing  to  the  want 
of  perfect  cooBdenee  on  the  part  of  the 
pf'ople  in  the  Bdniinistration  of  ju-*tice. 
If  the  people  had  perfect  confidence  in 
the  lotal  Courts,  thfy  would  not  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands;  but  if  they 
had  not  that  confidence,  of  course  they 
fought  it  out.  He  could  not  express 
too  strongly  the  genwal  dissatiBfaction 
there  was  in  the  oonnty  with  this  enor- 
mous taxation,  whieh  the  people  believed 

Jfr.Manm 


to  be  nnneceesary ;  the  quefiti<m  was  not 
whether  this  system  was  more  secure, 
but  whether  it  was  neoeesary,  and  he 
challenged  the  Chief  Secretary  to  say 
that  it  was  necessary. 

Ma.  DAWSON  said,  ther«  never  had 
been  a  better  instance  thfin  this  in  which 
the  people  ought  to  take  the  advice  of 
Lord  Macaulay  to  "  tell  those  who  call 
for  obnoxious  taxes  to  call  again,"  be- 
cause  there  had  never  been  so  unjust  and 
so  unnecessary  an  impost  as  this.  He 
would  like  to  know  what  Englishmen 
would  say  if  they  saw  ladies  dragg^ 
through  English  streets,  as  they  bad 
been  in  lamerick,  because  they  sympa- 
thized with  those  who,  for  their  patriot- 
ism, had  been  put  in  prison  ?  One  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  reasons  for  these 
extra  police  was  that  when  the  people 
saw  others  being  degraded  in  this  way 
they  lost  their  temper.  They  were 
naturally  indignant.  What  could  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  to  a  state  of 
facts  which  he  could  not  deny  ?  H 
Limerick  was  in  such  a  state  of  tumult; 
if  these  occurrences  were  of  such  a  dan- 
gerous character  as  to  render  these 
extra  police  necessary,  why  were  the 
rioters  not  brought  before  the  Judges  ? 
The  County  Court  Judges,  every  Judge 
of  Assize,  and  every  Chairman  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  had  said  they  had  nothing  to 
try ;  but  if  there  was  this  disorder,  why 
were  not  the  rioters  brought  before 
those  Judges  ?  He  challenged  the  right 
hon.  GenUeman  to  deny  that  during  the 

Sresence  of  the  police  the  County  Oonrt 
udges  had  nothing  to  try.  Gould  there 
be  anything  more  grievous  than  that  f 
When  did  a  policeman  ever  lose  his  life 
in  Limerick?  Did  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
even  lose  a  hair  of  his  precious  head, 
which  had  been  the  cause  of  so  much 
trouble  and  tumult  wherever  he  went  f 
Had  there  been  any  case  to  bring  before 
the  Judges  of  Assize  ?  They  had  gone 
to  Limerick  again  and  again,  and  had 
declared  that  their  appearance  there  was 
almost  unnecessary.  In  one  breath  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  declared  Limerick 
to  be  in  such  a  state  of  crime  and  danger 
that  he  must  delu^  it  with  police  at 
every  comer,  irritating  the  people  with 
their  menaces ;  white,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Judges  declared  that  there  was  no 
crime.  Whenever  the  Judges  were 
attacked  a  great  deal  was  hewrd  from 
the  Government  Benches  about  the  in- 
▼iolabili^  of  the  B«nu>fa  and  the  purity 
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of  the  lav ;  bat  now  it  seemed  that  the 
Jndges  had  been  lax,  and  the  law  hod 
not  been  applied,  for  the  Judges  had 
done  nothing  in  the  state  of  things  in 
Limerick  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  described.  How  would  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman's  statement  as  to 
the  state  of  Limerick  tally  with  the  fact 
that  the  Judges  did  nothing?  He 
should  be  glad  to  bear  the  answer  to 
that;  and,  meanwhile,  he  must  again 
refer  to  the  extraordinary  oontrast  be- 
tween the  salaries  of  the  police  who  were 
to  repress  crime  and  the  salaries  and  in- 
comes of  the  teachers  whose  duty  was  to 
teach  the  young.  Last  night  he  and  his 
boo.  Friends  had  pointed  out  that  while 
there  were  only  11,000  teachers  in  Ire- 
land, there  were  13,773  policemen.  The 
CK>vemment  provided  fewer  people  to 
prevent  crime  than  police  to  put  it  down. 
They  paid  constables  £59,  £69,  and  £79 
a-year;  but  th^  only  paid  National 
Bchool  teachers,  whose  labours  would 
tend  to  render  the  police  unnecessary  if 
they  were  properly  paid,  only  £57  a- year. 
The  Ohief  Secretary  must  also  be  aware 
that  the  Constabulary  in  the  counties 
and  towns  were  beyond  the  control  of 
the  Municipal  Authorities,  while  the 
contrary  was  the  case  in  England ;  and 
yet  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  was  con- 
tinually drawing  comparisons  between 
the  two  cases.  If  he  would  give  the 
Irish  Local  Authorities  a  share  in  the 
control  of  the  police,  they  would  be 
quite  willing  to  bear  the  burden  in  pro- 
portion to  their  means.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
what  that  proportion  should  be,  and  to 
think  they  should  pay  the  same  propor- 
tion from  their  local  resources  as  the 
people  in  England  ;  but  he  thought  the 
proportion  should  be  only  as  one  to 
seven.  Ireland  had  grown  poorer;  her 
meaas  of  wealth  had  been,  dammed 
and  dried  up  by  a  hostile  and  inauspi- 
cious Government,  and  she  was  now 
less  able  than  she  was  at  one  time  to 
pay  a  large  proportion ;  and  yet  they 
were  constantly  told  by  this  country, 
which  was  really  the  cause  of  the  poverty 
of  Ireland,  that  they  ought  always  to 
pay  similar  sums  to  the  amounts  paid  in 
England.  Why  did  the  Government 
think  it  so  necessary  to  protect  Hr. 
Clifford  Uoyd  when  he  went  to  a  town 
with  a  population  of  40,000,  like  Lime- 
rick? And  how  many  men  did  they 
thivk  vere  required  for  that  purpoieF 


An  army  of  police  he  6app(»ed.  Thii 

{lotentate  could  not  go  out  wiUtont  a 
arge  body  of  police,  not  to  protect  him, 
but  to  intimidate  the  people ;  and  they 
had  heard  how  he  had  oeen  guarded 
even  when  going  to  garden  parties  by  a 
potfo  of  police.  Therefore,  upon  this 
Vote  Irish  Members  must  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  attention  to  these  things. 
If  more  money  was  spent  upon  those 
who  would  teach  the  people  to  refrain 
from  crime,  there  would  be  little  need 
for  the  maiutenance  of  this  enormous 
army  of  police.  If  this  God-given  Qo- 
vemment  would  take  away  their  police 
and  their  soldiers,  and  leave  him  and 
his  Colleagues  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  the  County  of  Dublin  (Colo- 
nel King-Harman)  to  manage  their  own 
Ei£fairs,  there  would  soon  be  an  end  to 
this  difficulty.  It  was  said  that  they 
would  quarrel;  but  what  did  Shylook 
say  ? — 

"  If  you  prick  uB,  do  we  not  bleed  F  if  yon 
tickle  OS,  do  we  not  Uugh  F  if  you  poison  (u,  do 
we  not  die  f  and,  if  you  wrong  ui,  Bhall  we  not 

revenge  P  " 

He  was  sure  that  if  the  people  of  Eng- 
land could  once  grasp  the  true  state  of 
things  in  Ireland  tliey  would  rise  up  as 
defenders  of  justice  to  Ireland.  Last 
night  they  had  heard  a  great  deal  of 
the  abolition  of  Slavery,  which  occurred 
60  golden  years  ago  ;  but  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  still  i'l  a  etate  of  slavery 
under  these  English  Pashas,  and  the 
slaves  of  Jamaica  and  America  never 
suffered  more  keenly.  But  there  was 
no  Royal  Highness,  and  there  were  no 
great  Lords,  ur  a  great  people  to  take  as 
much  interest  in  tue  wrongs  of  Ireland 
now  as  they  did  in  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  half-a-oeotury  ago.  When 
speaking  of  the  abolition  of  Slavery, 
these  people  did  not  forget  to  pay  a  tri- 
bute to  the  great  Irishman,  Daniel 
O'Connell,  who  helped  to  free  the  slave 
by  his  great  advocacy.  In  conclumon, 
be  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  tell  him,  as  a  Limerick  man,  who  had 
611ed  the  office  of  High  Sheriff,  who  had 
lived  there  all  his  life,  and  had  been 
there  when  all  these  police  were  there, 
and  saw  that  there  were  no  cases  to  be 
tried,  how  he  could  go  back  to  Limerick 
and  tell  the  citizens  to  keep  quiet  under 
this  iniquitous  tax  ?  If  he  could  get  no 
answer  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
his  advioe  to  the  people  within  the  law 
about  thwe  pidioe  and  the  extra  tax 
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would  be  to  uee  that  pithy  Bentence, 
"  call  again."  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  return  to  the  rdle  of 
an  historian  and  an  English  statesman, 
and  give  np  the  rdU  of  a  statesman  not 
inspired  hy  Englishmen,  hut  by  Dublin 
Castle.  He  had  faith  in  Englishmen, 
and  believed  that  if  they  were  well-in- 
formed upon  these  matters  they  would 
not  pursue  their  present  course  in  regard 
to  Ireland.  What  a  contrast  there  was 
between  linnisters  who  wne  free  from 
the  fetters  of  Dublin  Gai>t1e,  and  those 
who  were  in  its  fetters !  He  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  forget  that  he 
was  Chief  Seoretary  for  Ireland,  and 
would  only  remember  that  he  was  the 
biogT-apher  of  Lord  Macnnlay,  and  would 
not  drive  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the 
necessity  of  putting  into  practice  the 
advice  to  "call  again." 

Mb.  DEAST  said,  he  would  confine 
his  observations  to  the  extra  police  in 
the  County  and  City  of  Cork.    He  be- 
lieved that  Captain  Plunkett,  the  Dis- 
trict Hesident  Magistrate,  meeting  the 
Mayor  of  Cork  in  the  street,  said  that  if 
the  Corporation  would  express  the  opi- 
nion by  resolution  that  1 70  police  were 
sufficient  to  maintain  the  peace,  20  men 
would  be  added  to  the  free  force  of  150, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  extra  force 
wonld  be  removed.    But  when  the  Cor- 
poration papspd  such  a  rps-^lution,  the 
Chief  Secretary  said  he  could  not  at  pre- 
sent increase  the  force  to  170,  and  that 
the  Corporation  would  have  to  wait  three 
years  for  that  to  be  done.  Captain 
Plunkett  must  have  known  what  the 
state  of  the  law  was,  and  he  was  not 
satiwfied  thst  he  had  not,  in  this  insfan  e, 
made  that  statement  in  order  to  lead  the 
Corporation  into  a  trsp,  and  giVo  an  px- 
cupefor  continuing  the  force  in  the  City. 
The  extra  police  quartered  in  Cork  for 
the  lant  17  years  had  cost  the  people 
£15.000,  though  no  reason  was  assigned 
forcontinuing^osemenin  the  City.  Year 
after  .vear  the  Judges  had  declared  the 
City  to  be  in  a  most  peaceable  condition, 
and  there  had  been  a  great  absence  of 
crime.    In  fart,  he  was  snre  no  cdmmu- 
nity  in  England  could  show  such  an  ab- 
sence of  crime  as  Cork  had  in  the  last 
17  ^ears;  but  he  believed  the  reason  for 
maintaining  the  police  there  was  that 
Captain  Plunkett  saw  that  the  country 
was  returning  to  its  normal  state  of 
peace  and  quietude,  and  he  was  deter- 
mined to  show  that  there  was  some  ne- 
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oessity  for  his  presence  in  the  South  of 
Ireland.    If  he  did  not  keep  up  this 
force  he  would  not  retain  his  present 
office,  for  which  he  got  £2.000  or  £3,000 
a-year.    That,  he  believed,  was  the 
reason  for  his  action ;  but  he  was  satis- 
fied that  if  the  Chief  Secretary  had  been 
allowed  to  exercise  his  own  judgment, 
these  complaints  would  not  now  have  to 
be  made.    A  kind  of  promise  had  been 
given  that  this  extra  force,  which  now 
numbered  39  men,  should  be  reduced  by 
19,  and  that  would  still  leave  20;  but, 
owing  to  some  change  introduced  by 
the  Divisional  Besident  Magistrate,  be 
believed  the  police  of  the  borough 
were  paraded  frequently  in  some  central 
place,  thereby  throwing  such  an  unne- 
cessary amount  of  work  on  their  shoul- 
ders, that  even  170  men  were  scarcely 
able  to  discharge  the  ordinary  police 
duties.    If  the  police  had  been  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  ordinary  magistrates 
there  would  have  been  no  difficulty,  be- 
cause the  people  had  more  confidence  in 
them  than  in  the  magistrates  who  had 
lately  been  appointed.    If  the  Glovem- 
ment  would  listen  to  the  advise  of  the 
people,  who  really  iinderstood  this  mat- 
ter, they  would  remove  these  police.  The 
only  duty  the  extra  policemen  had  to 
perform  was  to  dance  attendance  nn  the 
SpeHal  Besident  Magistrate.   He  had 
20  detectives  on  his  own  staff.  What 
they  did  no  one  knew,  and  yet  the 
people  were  charged  with  their  cost. 
Another  cause  of  complaint  was  that 
'  eight  of  the  regular  men  were  ab- 
sent from  the  City,  which  the  citizens 
did  not  get  credit  for,  and  that,  in 
consequence  of  that.  Captain  Plunkett 
pretended  that  he  had  to  keep  a  larger 
force  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary 
to  preserve  the  peace.    But,  strange  to 
say,  with  all  this  force  in  Cork,  the  only 
crimes  of  any  consequence  which  had 
been  committed  there  for  a  number  of 
years  had  remained  undetected,  and 
there  was  a  strong  suspicion  that  one  of 
these  crimes — a  case  of  manslaughter^ 
was  committed  by  three  detectives.  The 
way  in  which  the  charge  against  those 
three  detectives  had  been  investigated 
had  met  with  the  universal  disapproval 
of  the  people  of  Cork ;  the  belief  being 
that  the  officers  of  these  men  had  deli- 
berately shielded  them  from  justice,  and 
that  if  the  investigation  had  been  pro- 
perly conducted  these  men  would  have 
been  brought  to  justice.   Howev^  that 
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might  be,  aa  the  incident  was  now  eight 
months  old,  he  would  not  further  refer  to 
it;  but  he  would  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  any  informatioa  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Captain  Plunkett  or  from 
the  police  authorities  of  Cork  as  to  the 
perpetrators  of  the  outrage  which  he 
had  already  several  times  brought  under 
his  notice — namely,  the  wrecking  of  the 
Lough  Chapel?  The  Corporation,  Magis- 
trates, Hi{^  Sheriff,  and  other  gentle- 
men of  position  had  several  times  peti- 
tioned the  Government  to  withdraw  the 
extra  police  from  Cork,  on  theground  that 
160  men  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  peace;  and.  in  1882,  the  then  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  W.  R  Forster)  promised 
that  when  the  time  arrived  for  a  redis- 
tribution of  the  police,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant would  consider  the  desirability  of 
removing  the  extra  police.  He  would 
like  to  ask  what  steps  the  T^rd  Lieu- 
tenant took  in  1882  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  these  extra 
police  in  Cork?  He  was  iaclined  to 
think  that,  as  the  Corporation  did  not 
then  refuse  to  pay  the  extra  tax,  the 
Lord  lieutenant  did  not  take  any  steps 
to  ascertain  whether  these  men  were 
necesasiy.  He  hoped  these  questions 
would  be  fully  discussed  that  day,  and 
that  the  matter  would  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. The  whole  question  of  extra 
police  in  Ireland  would  be  raised  by  the 
senior  Uember  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Pamell),  and  would  have  to  be 
oisousaed,  and  it  was  for  that  reason 
that  he  had  now  mainly  confined  him- 
self to  that  portion  of  the  force  in  Cork 
County  and  City.  Looking  over  the  in- 
teresting Returns  presented  last  year,  he 
found  that  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  in 
1882,  on  account  of  the  extra  police 
quartered  in  the  county,  was  £10,000  ; 
and,  as  far  as  he  could  see  from  the  He- 
turn  supplied  to  the  senior  Member  for 
Cork  (Ifr.  Pamell)  last  night,  no  im- 
portant reduction  had  sinoe  taken  place 
m  the  number  of  men  in  Cork  County. 
But  the  J udges  had  declared  at  the  Ajb- 
sizes  in  the  last  two  years  that  the  county 
of  Cork  was  in  a  very  peaceable  state  in* 
deed,  and  the  number  of  outrages  was 
very  small.  Even  when  the  late  agita- 
tions had  been  at  their  highest  point, 
the  county  of  Cork  was  in  its  normal 
oondition.  Why,  then,  was  this  cost  of 
£10,000  to  be  put  upon  the  ratepayers  7 
He  could  not  understand  it,  unless  it 
was  that  the  Clovenunent  wished  to  take 
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every  opportunity  they  could  get  for  an- 
noying the  people  and  punishing  them 
for  endeavouring  to  wring  justice  from 
Parliament.  The  way  in  which  these 
police  conducted  themselves  in  the  coun< 
try  was  another  matter  upon  which  he 
had  to  find  fault.  He  would  only  refer 
to  one  case,  about  which  he  had  afked 
a  Question  in  the  House  a  week  or  two 
ago.  That  was  a  case  in  which  the 
Head  Constable  went  to  the  keeper  of 
an  hotel,  a  widow  with  six  or  seven 
children,  in  Ballydehob,  and  threatened 
her  that  if  she  permitted  meetings  of  the 
National  League  to  be  held  in  an  out- 
house attached  to  her  hotel,  he  would  op- 
pose her  application  for  a  fresh  licence  at 
ihe  Licensing  Sessions,  and  persuade  the 
magistrates  not  to  g^ant  it.  She  at  once, 
of  course,  communicated  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  League,  and  he  (Mr. 
Deasy)  was  then  furnished  with  the 
Question  which  he  had  put  to  the  Chief 
Secretary.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expressed  a  very  strong  opinion  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Head  Constable,  and 
promised  that  he  would  not  permit  such 
a  wanton  InterfereDce  with  the  rights  of 
the  people.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pro- 
mise, and  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  prolong  his  observations  now,  be- 
cause, as  Jie  had  said,  the  whole  ques- 
tion would  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  a 
much  more  extensive  manner.  The  Go- 
vernment, however,  had  not  the  excuse 
for  quartering  these  extra  police  on  the 
county  of  Cork,  which  they  gave  with 
regard  to  the  extra  police  in  Limerick. 
They  could  not  point  even  to  a  single 
case  of  a  boy  throwing  stones,  and,  in 
fact,  be  thought  that  if  they  looked 
through  the  calendar  of  crime  In  Cork 
they  would  find  that  it  compared  very 
favourably  with  any  county  or  city  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  There  was  one 
other  matter  to  which  he  wished  to  draw 
attention,  and  that  was  the  course 
taken  by  the  police  in  the  City  of  Cork 
four  months  ago,  after  the  election  in 
that  City.  Several  meetings  of  Quean's 
College  students  were  held  at  a  place  be- 
longing to  a  Benefit  Society.  Two  or 
three  erening^  after  these  young  gen- 
tlemen had  held  a  meeting,  and  paased 
a  resolution  in  favour  of  one  oi.  the  can- 
didates and  condemning  the  system  of 
the  Queen's  Colleges,  two  policemen 
visited  the  room,  and  endeavoured  to 
frighten  the  old  woman  wl^  was  in 
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ohawe  of  it  into  giring  the  names  <^ 
all  who  had  been  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. He  had  put  a  Question  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  upon  that  matter,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  a  very 
evasive  answer  indeed.  So  strongly  was 
that  answer  condemned  in  Cork  that  he 
had  received  several  letters  from  people 
altogether  unconnected  with  the  So- 
ciety or  with  the  Queen's  College, 
asking  him  to  press  for  further  infor- 
mation. He  believed  the  cause  of  this 
visit  wae  that  a  few  weeks  before  the 
election  another  meeting  was  held  at  the 
same  place,  at  which  a  strong  resolution 
was  passed  condemning  the  way  in 
which  Captain  Plunketthad  acted  in  the 
South  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  his 
action  with  regard  to  the  public  meet- 
ings of  the  National  League  in  the 
coun^  of  Cork.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  QenUeman 
could  give  him  any  answer  as  to  the 
visit  of  the  police  to  the  rooms  of 
the  Society  in  question ;  but  he  hoped 
he  would  give  an  assurance  that  meet- 
ings of  the  National  League  would  not 
be  suppressed  during  the  Recess.  There 
would,  he  was  sure,  be  great  danger  to 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Cork,  if, 
during  the  I^orogation,  Captain  Plun- 
kett  was  allowed  to  act  as  he  had  acted 
last  winter  in  suppressing  National 
League  meetings  throughout  the  county. 
These  meetings  had  been  most  orderly, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wolild  give  this  assurance  with  regard  to 
meetings  which  the  League  proposed  to 
hold  during  the  Recess.  A  series  of 
meetings  had  already  been  held,  and 
he  would  appeal  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  give  an  undertaking  that  they 
would  not  be  interfered  with  so  long  as 
the  people  were  orderly  and  kept  the 
peace. 

Mb.  U'MAHON  said,  there  had  been 
thousands  of  people  parading  the  streets 
of  Cork  on  one  night,  without  any  dis- 
turbance taking  place ;  but  these  police, 
when  under  the  control  of  men  of  the 
stamp  of  Captain  Plunkett,  were  a  con- 
stant source  of  irritation  to  the  people. 

CoLONBL  NOLAN  contended  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  these  extra 
police,  and  complained  that  those  who 
paid  for  them  had  not  the  control  of 
them.  The  county  was  in  a  most  peace- 
able condition,  and  there  was  no  wish  on 
the  part  of  even  the  most  desperate  cha- 
racter to  commit  any  outrage.    If  at 
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one  time  these  extra  police  might  hava 
been  necessary,  the  neceaei^  had  ceased 
two  or  three  y%ars  ago.  There  were  a 
number  of  police  barracks  in  the  county 
which  served  no  useful  purpose,  and  in 
the  same  way  a  large  number  of  people 
received  police  protection,  which,  in  a 
great  many  cases,  was  quite  unnecessary, 
but  for  which  the  county  had  to  pay. 
At  the  same  time,  he  acknowledged  that 
the  responsibility  of  deciding  whether 
people  needed  police  protection  or  not 
was  one  of  a  serious  nature  ;  but  unless 
it  was  very  clear  that  people  wanted 
protection,  it  should  not  be  paid  for  hy 
the  county,  but  by  the  country  generally. 
The  Government  was  bound  to  protect 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  public  ;  and 
unless  there  was  a  flagrant  case  in  which, 
a  man  had  been  threatened,  such  protec- 
tion came  within  the  ordinary  circum- 
stances of  the  general  security  of  life  and 
property  which  any  civilized  Goran- 
ment  undertook  at  the  expense  of  the 
country  at  large.  It  was  a  matter  of 
opinion  whether  a  particular  locality  or 
a  particular  person  should  be  protected. 
The  Chief  Secretary  might  give  this 
protection  if  he  liked ;  but  he  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  charge  it  upon  the 
people.  The  increase  of  taxation  had 
become  enormous,  and  was  most  in- 
jurious to  the  people.  As  an  instance  of 
the  vicious  way  in  which  this  system 
worked,  he  would  mention  one  barony. 
It  was  on  the  sea  shore ;  the  people  did 
not  want  any  rates,  and  tfaey  refused  to 

Eay  the  county  cess,  which  was  very 
eavy.  Then  they  were  charged  for 
extra  police  and  for  several  other  things 
which  came  under  the  eoanly  cess.  The 
Chief  Secretary  ought  to  look  into  anch 
a  case  as  this,  and  see  that  in  a  poor 
locality  in  a  mountainous  district  the 
taxes  were  not  so  heavy  as  to  be  oppres- 
sive and  to  drive  the  people  into  a  state 
of  passive  resistance.  Then  there  was 
another  district  which  was  absolutely 
free  from  crime,  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, had  to  pay  for  the  extra  police  in 
the  county.  That  tax  they  regarded  as 
simply  vindictive  punishment ;  and  he 
did  not  think  the  Government  took 
su£B.cient  trouble  with  regard  to  these 
cases.  The  Chief  Secretary,  of  course, 
could  not  visit  all  these  places,  and  he 
bad  to  take  the  advice  of  the  magis- 
trates, and  unpaid  magistrates  were 
generally  prqudioed.  Othws  were  un- 
prejudiced ;  but  the  unprejudiced  did. 
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not  take  the  trouble  to  write  to  Dublin 
Oaatle.  It  vas  to  the  interest  of  the 
police  to  pretend  that  a  locality  was  in 
a  dangaious  state,  in  order  to  show  how 
efficient  they  were  in  keeping  the  peace, 
and  how  necessary  they  were,  and  how 
advisable  it  was,  in  the  interest  of  the 
State,  to  increase  their  emoluments  and 
promotion ;  but  the  Chief  Secretary 
should  be  kept  on  his  f^ard  against  the 
Beports  of  people  of  this  kind.  He  did 
not  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  the 
representations  of  those  who  were  elected 
by  the  people.  Questions  on  these  mat- 
ters had  been  repeatedly  put  by  hon. 
Uembers  who  generally  voted  with  the 
GoTemment  on  foreign  and  other  ques- 
tions; but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  Qo- 
Tomment  did  not  pay  the  slightest  at- 
tention to  the  elected  Bepresentatives  of 
the  country.  In  his  view,  the  Obief 
Secretary  ought  to  take  caie  to  obtain — 
he  knew  that  was  hard — unprejudiced 
Reports  aa  to  the  state  of  the  eouutry ; 
and  if  there  was  no  absolute  necessity 
for  these  extra  police,  or  a  doubt  as  to 
whether  they  were  necessary,  then  he 
^ould  say  he  would  not  put  the  burden 
on  the  people.  A  second  reason  why  he 
did  not  think  the  people  should  pay  this 
tax  was  this — English  Members  were 
not  always  aware  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  allotted  in  Ireland  for 
police.  The  Government  found  a  cer- 
tain number  of  police  which  were  not 
charged  on  the  county;  and  if  there 
were  any  extra  police,  then  they  called 
upon  the  county  to  pay  for  a  certain 
number  of  men  .over  their  ordinary 
strength.  In  England  the  county  would 
decide  for  itself  whether  it  should  apply 
for  additional  police,  and  then  the  county 
would  have  to  pay.  It  was  important 
to  insure  that  the  police  were  not  with- 
drawn from  their  ordinary  duties ;  but 
that  freq^ueutly  occurred.  He  was  per- 
fectly certain,  speaking  with  regard  to 
Galway,  that  the  authorities  at  the  depot 
in  Dublin  found  it  extremely  convenient 
to  keep  back  60  or  60  men  who  ought  to 
be  in  Galway,  so  that  they  could  send 
out  three  orderlies,  instead  of  only  one, 
for  an  officer,  and  in  order  that  they 
might  be  able  to  keep  the  recruits  a 
little  longer  under  instruction.  He  had 
not  the  least  objection  to  their  doing 
that,  so  long  as  it  was  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government ;  but  he  thought  that 
when  they  charged  the  county  for  an 
extra  100  men,  and  then  only  sent  40, 


in  order  that  tilie  depdt  in  Dublin  might 
have  a  few  more  men  for  other  purposes, 
they  inflicted  gross  injustioe  on  the  rate- 
payers of  Galway.  His  remedy  for  this 
was  very  simple,  and  was  one  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  ought  to  have  adopted 
long  ago.  There  should  be  someone  to 
inspect  the  Beports,  so  as  to  see  what 
men  were  away,  and  whether  their 
places  were  filled  up ;  and  the  Beports 
ought  to  be  open  to  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment and  others  concerned  in  Dublin. 
The  only  person  who  could  be  intrusted 
with  the  inspection  of  the  Beturas  would 
be  someone  representing  the  cesspayere. 
The  Government  might  say  there  were 
the  Grand  Juries  to  represent  the  cess- 
payers ;  but  th^  did  not  altogether  re- 
present the  cesspayers,  and  it  would  be 
useless  to  hand  over  this  duty  to  a  Grand 
Jury  unless  there  was  some  special  man 
to  look  to  it,  who  would  not  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  general  body  of  the 
Grand  Jury.  This  plan  would  not  cost 
much  money  or  trouble,  and  ought,  he 
thought,  to  be  adopted  by  the  Govem- 
meut.  For  the  last  three  years  the 
people  had  been  paying  money  which 
ought  to  have  come  from  the  pockets  of 
the  Government  on  their  own  showing. 
He  had  brought  forward  this  idea  of 
public  Beturas  as  to  the  state  of  the 
police  last  year,  and  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  then  said  he  would  look 
into  the  matter.  He  would  like  now  to 
know  what  had  been  done,  and  whether 
he,  or  any  other  Member,  could  go  and 
inspect  Betums  showing  where  men 
were,  and  why  they  were  charged  upon 
districts  when  they  were  not  in  those 
districts?  This  might  be  considered  a 
matter  of  detail ;  but  it  was  mo»  than 
that  to  Irish  Members,  and  he  must 
press  the  Government  to  take  steps  to 
enable  them  to  see  these  Betums.  As 
to  another  point,  the  character  of  the 
police  seemed  to  vary  a  great  deal.  In 
his  own  county  (Galway),  they  did  their 
duty  quietly  and  efficiently.  During  the 
last  three  or  four  months  there  had  been 
no  complaints;  but  before  that,  espe- 
cially in  the  Southern  part  of  the  county, 
they  had  been  anxious  to  pick  quarrels, 
and  had  been  enforcing  the  regulations 
with  very  bad  temper.  It  was  most 
essential  that,  if  there  was  any  excite- 
ment, the  police  should  act  with  good 
temper  and  moderation ;  but,  instead  of 
that,  their  action  had,  in  many  oases, 
tended  to  provoke  quarrels  and  disturb* 
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ancofl.  They  had  been  very  irritatiDg 
at  ZxraKfaraa  towards  the  people,  and 
one  of  w  officers  had  encouraged  them 
in  that  focdish  praotice.  He  eaw  an  in- 
■tanee  of  it  himself.  He  attended  a 
meetiDg,  which  was  verj  quiet  and 
orderly,  and  nobody  who  was  there 
wished  to  interfere  in  the  Blightest  de- 
g>ree  with  the  police  constable  who  was 
in  atteadance,  if  he  would  only  remain 
quiet.  The  constable,  however,  acted 
most  ostentatiously ;  indeed,  it  was  evi- 
dent his  instructions  were  to  make  as 
much  fuss  and  as  much  of  a  demonstra- 
tion as  possible.  The  chairman  of  the 
meeting  was  very  efficient,  and,  fortu- 
nately, ererything  passed  off  quietly. 
If  the  police  were  anxious  to  interfere 
with  the  people,  it  was  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  if  oonflicts  occasionally  occurred. 
All  he  asked  was  that  the  authorities 
should  send  to  the  town  of  Loughrea 
efficient  and  good-tempered  constables, 
and  not  enuourage  the  officers  to  get  in 
ctmfliot  with  the  inhabitants.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  in  many  instances, 
the  polioe,  instead  of  setting  an  example 
of  moderation  and  good  sense,  went  out 
of  tfaeir  way,  as  they  CBTtainly  did  in 
Loughrea,  to  arouse  the  indignation  of 
the  people,  and  cause  petty  fights.  Com- 
plaints to  this  effect  were  constantly 
reaching  him  from  different  parts  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  could  not  help  thinking 
they  were  well-founded. 

Me.  JUSTIN  M'OAItTHT  said,  there 
were  two  or  three  points  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
One  point  to  which  he  would  partionlarly 
direct  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  the  wholesome  monotony 
in  the  expressions  of  the  Judges  of  Assize 
with  regard  to  Uie  present  condition  of 
Ireland.  The  Charges  of  the  Judges  of 
A«i»  showed  that  trom  Antrim  to  Cork 
and  from  Qalway  fo  Drogheda  there  | 
was  a  remarkable  and  unprecedented 
abs^ce  of  serious  orime.  Only  that 
morning  he  took  up  an  Irish  paper  in 
which  he  saw  the.  statement  that  at  the 
recent  Assises  there  was  no  case  of 
general  interest  to  the  public.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  crime  end  popular  excite- 
ment appeared  to  exist  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent in  those  places  where  extra  police 
were  quartered  than  in  any  other.  He 
supposed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Seeretarr  would  say  that  epecial 
polioe  were  omj  sent  to  distiiots  where 
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there  was  crime ;  but  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  see,  if  he  examined  the 
matter  carefully,  that  some  of  the  plaoea 
in  which  disturbance  and  crime  pre- 
vailed were  particularly  quiet  bef<nre  the 
extra  police  were  sent  there.  He  tmated 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  take 
the  recent  statements  of  the  Judges  of 
Assize  into  account  in  any  future  police 
arrangements  for  the  country.  Another 
point  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  was  that  in  almost 
every  case,  if  not  in  erery  case,  where 
the  Resident  Magistrate  asked  for  extra 
police,  the  request  was  made  without  any 
consultation  with  the  ordinary  Bench  of 
Magistrates.    He  did  not  think  that 
ought  to  be  the  case  ;   the  Besident 
Magistrate  ought  in  such  matters  to  take 
the  advice  of  his  colleagues  on  the 
Bench.    Another  thing  to  which  he 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  that  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  extra  polioe  were  not  stationed 
under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act,  but 
under  previous  legislation.    He  held 
that  if  extra  police  were  required,  they 
ought  to  form  part  of  the  permanent 
furce  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  (Government,  and  not  be 
an  extra  charge  on  the  country.  Then, 
he  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  question  which  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Deasy)  referred  to — namely,  that 
of  the  extraordinary  treatment  of  the 
Cork  Collegians  upon  the  occasion  of 
a  recent  meeting  of  theirs.    He  f^t  a 
personal  interest  in  the  City  of  Cork. 
He  was  bom  there,  and  at  one  time  be- 
longed to  the  same  class  as  the  young 
men  now  attending  the  Cork  College. 
He  could  hardly  imagine  anything  more 
wantonly  oppressive  than  to  send  Uie 
police  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  these 
young  students  on  the  occasion  of  their 
meeting  to  pass  a  rwolution  in  favour  of 
the  ouididature  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Deasy).  The  right  hon.  Gentiemau 
the  Chief  Secretary  knew  perfectiy  well 
that  in  thetlmesof  the  Wars  of  Napoleon, 
the  patriotic  spirit,  extinguished  in  al- 
most every  other  class  in  Germany, 
was  kept  alive  by  the  young  men  of 
the  Colleges ;  and  it  was  the  roark 
from  their  patriotic  feeling  which  lit 
up  the  whole  oountry.    He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  in  future  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  as  carefid  as  pos- 
sible not  to  allow  his  polioemea  to  in- 
terfere with  the  demoiutratumB  of  th^ 
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BtudentB  of  Ireland,  uoleBS  thero  was 
the  gravest  and  most  pressing  cause. 
Furthwmore,  he  thought  the  Executive 
Qovemment  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
discontinue  the  employment  of  members 
of  the  Police  Force  as  shorthand  writers 
to  take  down  the  speeches  of  National 
and  popular  speakers.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  Chief  Secretary  knew  any- 
thing about  shorthand  writing ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy)  knew  that  it  was 
a  yery  difficult  art  to  acquire  with  any- 
thing tike  facility.  He  remembered 
Lord  Palmerston  once  saying  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  he  had  given 
some  study  to  shorthand,  and  he  found 
he  could  write  it  well  enough,  but 
when  he  had  written  the  notes  he  oould 
not  read  a  word  of  them.  That  he 
(Mr.  Justin  M*Oarthy)  fancied  was  very 
often  what  happened  with  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Irish  Folioe  Force.  It  was,  un- 
doubtedly, more  difficult  to  learn  short- 
hand than  some  foreign  languages, 
and  he  could  not  believe  that  Irish 
police  officers  could  be  efficient  short- 
hand writers.  He  might  give  an  illus- 
tration of  the  way  in  which  police  short- 
hand writers  took  notes.  He  once  made 
a  speech  in  his  own  county,  and  the 
shorthand  notes  taken  of  his  remarks  by 
a  policeman  were  produced  in  the  State 
Trials.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
light  hon.  G-entleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary thought  he  (Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy) 
ever  talked  sedition;  but,  if  he  did,  he 
Tould  perhaps  admit  that  the  sedition 
would  probably  be  couched  in  decent 
English.  He  oould  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  however,  that  in  the  report  of 
his  speech  thero  was  neither  sense,  nor 
meaning,  nor  construction,  nor  grammar. 
That  wae  of  no  consequence,  because  he 
was  not  charged  with  any  seditious  of- 
fence; but  it  might  have  been  in  the  case 
of  some  younger  man  carried  away  by 
the  excitement  of  the  moment ;  it  might 
easily  have  been  made  to  appear  that 
a  speaker  said  the  very  opposite  to 
what  he  did  say.  Afcain,  he  happened 
to  be  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  and  it 
was  announced  he  would  deliver  a  lec- 
ture to  a  purely  Literary  Association 
upon  a  parMy  literary  subject.  He  was 
favoured  with  the  presence  of  a  couple 
of  shorthand  writers,  although  he  had 
nothing  to  say  that  might  not  have  been 
delivered  to  a  Church  Congress.  He 
nov  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether 
he  would  not  direct  diat,  as  far  as  pos- 


sible, public  men  who  wn«  going  to 
make  speeches,  eroe(nally  on  purely 
literary  topics,  shomd  not  be  honoured 
by  the  presence  of  any  of  these  unpro- 
fessional shorthand  writers,  who  were 
supposed  to  be  sent  as  guardians  of  law 
and  order?  These  were  two  or  three 
points  he  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  he  thought  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  attending 
to  them  would  do  a  good  deal  more  to 
secure  contentment  and  good  order  in 
Ireland  than  he  could  by  any  extra 
police  he  quartered  on  the  country. 

Me.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he 
thought  the  system  of  charging  extra 
police  in  Ireland  upon  particular  locali- 
ties was  a  barbarous  device,  and  one 
that  worked  very  unfairly  and  inequi- 
tably. No  doubt,  there  were  historical 
precedents  for  it.  The  Norman  tyrants 
of  old  inflicted  such  injuries  upon  the 
Saxons ;  but  the  system  certainly  oould 
not  be  considered  applicable  to  the 
present  day.  Extra  police  might  some- 
times be  required  in  some  parts  of  the 
country ;  but  a  reasonable  thing  to  do  in 
that  oase  was  to  let  the  charge  for  those 
police  fall  upon  the  general  fund,  be- 
cause, see  how  the  matter,  as  it  now 
stood,  worked.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  men  who  met  together  and  concocted 
outrages  and  atrocities,  took  every  pos- 
sible care  that  their  secret  should  only 
be  known  to  a  very  narrow  circle. 
That  was  notoriously  the  state  of  the 
oase,  and  yet  it  was  found  that  the 
punishment  for  whatever  offence  was 
committed  was  levied  upon  a  wide  difr- 
trict  of  the  country,  and  people  who 
had  not  been  privy  to  the  outrages,  and 
who  did  not  even  sympathize  with  &em 
or  approve  of  them,  people  who  often 
were  very  badly  able  to  pay  tiiis  unjust 
taxation,  were  called  upon  to  pay  these 
iniquitous  taxes.  There  had  been  very 
striking  instances  of  the  unfair  working 
of  the  system.  A  gentleman  in  the 
county  of  Westmeath,  whose  sister-in- 
law  was  killed  by  a  shot  intended,  it 
was  generally  believed,  for  the  gentle- 
man himself — at  all  events,  for  whomso- 
ever it  was  intended  it  certainly  was  not 
intended  for  the  lady — and  the  district 
was  taxed  and  fined  in  order  to  pay 
compensation  to  the  relatives  \  a  portion 
of  the  compensation  actually  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  brotber-iu'law  of  the  lady 
who  was  in  the  carriage  with  her  and  at 
whom,  it  was  beliend,  Uie  shot  was 
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fired.  That  was  a  apeolmen  the 
workin|;  of  that  splandid  machinery  for 
repression  of  crime  in  Ireland.  This 
gentleman,  the  brother-in-Iav  of  the 
lady  who  lost  her  life,  wounded  in 
heart  and  bleeding  internally  from  the 
cruelty  he  witnessed  and  the  loss  he 
sustained,  was  asked  by  this  British 
Government  to  pay  a  tax  as  if  he  were 
associated,  or  as  if  he  sympathized,  with 
the  crime  that  had  been  committed  ;  he 
was  asked  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  com- 
pensation which  was  to  be  awarded 
to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  lady. 
There  was  another  instance  of  this  hate- 
ful system  in  another  part  of  Ireland. 
The  nnne  residing  within  the  peaceful 
walls  of  their  convent,  spending  their 
days  and  nights  in  grayer  and  good 
works,  were  served  with  notice  that  they 
had  to  pay  a  share  of  taxation  for  the 
oompensation  for  some  outrages  oom- 
mittod.  Gould  anything  be  more  unjust 
or  unfair  ?  If  outrages  occurred,  and  if 
extra  police  were  required  in  some  locali- 
ties, surely  it  was  the  business  of  the 
whole  community ;  it  was  the  business 
of  the  British  Government  to  send  the 
necessary  force  for  the  preservation  of 
order  and  to  pay  for  them  themselves. 
There  was  also  this  additional  argument 
in  the  case.  Was  the  British  Govern- 
ment free  from  responsibility  for  the 
disorders  in  Ireland  ?  Gould  the  British 
Government  hold  its  head  up  and  say — 
"  We  are  innocent  in  this  matter,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  promotion 
of  disturbance  or  the  cause  of  discon- 
tent in  IreUnd?"  Why,  the  British 
Qovernmoit — he  did  not  allnde  to  any 
particular  Administration  —  tras  itself 
the  chief  ofiFender;  the  mal-adminis- 
tration  of  the  British  Government  in 
Ireland  was  to  blame  for  whatever  dis- 
order and  distnrbance  and  diecontent 
arose  in  that  country,  and  therefore  no 
one  had  a  better  right  to  pay  for  the 
extra  police  quartered  on  the  country 
than  the  British  taxpayer.  Now,  he  be- 
believed  that  in  the  county  of  Westmeath 
there  were  about  86  extra  police — 
the  Chief  Secretary,  of  course,  was  in  a 
better  pcmtion  to  give  the  correct 
figures  than  he  (Mr.  Sullivan)  was — 
there  were,  he  believed  about  86  extra 
police  in  the  county,  and  he  supposed 
that  the  cost  of  that  extra  force  would 
be  something  like  £8,000  per  annum. 
On  the  average  it  was  a  littie  less  than 
£100  a-year  per  man.  Thatwaeala^ 

Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan 


amount  to  be  levied  npon  a  partaoalar 
looalify.   

Ur.  TBETELYAN  pointed  out  that 
only  a  moie^  of  the  sum  was  paid  by 
the  county;  he  believed  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  about  £2,600. 

Mh.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  thanked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  correc- 
tion ;  but  the  charge  of  £2,600  waa 
quite  sufficient  for  his  argument.  If  the 
tax  were  levied  upon  the  whole  county 
it  would  fall  pretty  lightly  upon  indivi- 
duals ;  but  levied  as  it  was  upon  a  small 
area,  it  became  a  very  oppressive  tax. 
And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that 
the  tax,  levied  aa  it  was  upon  limited 
areas,  was,  strictly  speaking,  paid  b^ 
people  who  were  innocent  of  any  partici- 
pation in  the  crime  and  who  entirel/ 
disapproved  of  it  This  taxation  was 
no  cure  for  the  evil  complained  oi.  The 
few  men  who  made  up  their  minds,  for 
one  reason  or  another,  to  perpetrate 
these  outrages,  would  never  be  deterred 
by  the  consideration  that  a  tax  would 
be  levied  upon  any  particular  district. 
They  were  desperate  men,  and  foi^t  the 
terrible  consequences  that  might  accrue 
to  themselves  irom  their  action ;  and 
was  it  to  be  supposed  they  were  going 
to  be  deterred  from  their  evil  practioes 
by  the  consideration  that  a  tax  of  1«.  in 
the  pound,  or  1  Od. ,  or  2«.,  as  the  case  might 
be,  would  be  levied  upon  a  certain  part 
of  the  country  if  the  crime  they  oontem- 
plated  were  committed?  He  claimed 
from  these  considerations  that  this 
system  of  taxation  was  unjust,  that  it 
worked  no  good,  but  that,  on  thecontrary, 
it  worked  great  harm.  LettheO(»nmittee 
see  what  means  the  Govemmmt  took 
to  disoourage  crime  and  outrage  in 
particular  looalities,  to  prodnoe  content- 
ment, and  to  preserve  peace.  A  man 
from  the  county  of  Westmeath,  who  con- 
fessed to  having  been  a  participator  in 
criminal  matters,  and  to  having  been  a 
conspirator  forthe  perpetration  of  murder 
and  outrage,  turned  an  informer  some 
time  ago  against  his  fellow-oonspirators. 
What  did  the  Government  do  with  this 
odious  man,  upon  whose  informa.tion 
his  accomplices  were  prosecuted  to  con- 
viction? ^id  they  send  him  out  of  the 
country;  did  they  send  him  to  some 

Elace  where  his  previous  career  would 
ave  been  unknown,  where  his  bad  cha- 
racter would  not  have  been  notoruus, 
and  where,  consequent^,  his  presence 
would  be  no  incentiTe  to  diBtorbanoe 
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and  disorder  ?  No ;  the  GoTdrnment 
allowed  this  man  to  return  to  the  very 
part  of  the  country  from  which  he 
came ;  they  allowed  him  to  resume  hia 
ordinary  mode  of  living  in  the  place 
where  he  was  naturally  and  inevitably 
hated  and  detested  by  everybody,  espe- 
cially by  those  whose  relatives,  connec- 
tions, aod  friends  he  had  sent  to  penal 
servitude,  or  to  the  gallows.  The  Go- 
vernment let  that  man  come  to  the  very 
spot  where  they  knew  his  presence  must 
be  bated,  and  especially  by  one  class. 
And  what  more  did  they  doP  They  sent 
a  police  force  there  to  protect  him.  That, 
certeunly,  was  not  the  way  in  which  to 
promote  quietude,  contentment,  and  good 
order  in  that  part  of  Uie  country,  or, 
indeed,  in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 
As  he  had  said,  they  sent  a  police  force 
with  the  man,  and  planted  a  hut  there 
for  their  accommodation.  Just  a  word 
with  regard  to  informers.  He  knew  it 
was  said  that  informers  assisted  in  bring- 
ing criminals  to  justice,  and  that  on  that 
account  there  was  something  to  be  said 
for  them  ;  but  it  must  be  recollected  that 
it  did  not  follow  at  all  that  informers 
did,  in  very  many  cases,  aid  in  doing 
justice ;  they  aided  in  doing  injustice, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  been  the  cause  of 
innocent  men  being  brought  to  the  prison 
or  to  the  gallows.  They  had  a  direct 
incentive  so  to  do,  in  the  fact  that  by 
prosecuting  a  man  to  conviction,  whe- 
ther innocent  or  guilty,  they  saved  their 
own  neoks.  He  had  the  firm  belief  that 
many  of  the  informers  in  Ireland  had, 
for  the  sake  of  saving  their  own  necks, 
or  saving  themselves  from  penal  servi- 
tude, given  testimony  on  oath  that  was 
very  acceptable  to  the  Government,  but 
which  was  decidedly  untrue.  He  main- 
tained that  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Government  in  the  case  of  the  informer 
to  whom  he  had  referred  was  unbecom- 
ing, unwise,  and  improper;  it  was  re- 
monstrated against  by  the  clergy  of  the 
locality.  They  knew  the  danger  of  hav- 
ing this  odious  man  reinstated  in  the 
part  of  the  country  to  which  he  formerly 
belonged,  and  they  sent  a  Memorial  on 
the  subject  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Xn  that  Uemorial  ihey 
said — 

"  We  have  heard  that  it  is  intended  to  allow 
Crowe,  the  informer  in  the  recent  conspiracy 
trials,  to  return  to  hia  former  place  of  ahode ; 
ve  believe  that  his  prewoM  would  Mrioaaly 
epdangar  the  publio  poaoe." 


Such  was  the  representation  made  to 
His  Excellency  in  the  interest  of  peace, 
order,  and  quietness,  and  surely  it  was 
worthy  attention.  It  received,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  very  little  attention — at  all 
events,  no  practical  action  was  taken 
upon  it  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The 
Memorialists  went  on  to  say — 

"  Therefore,  we  humbly  pray  Your  Excel- 
lency will  make  it  a  oondition  of  his  pardon 
that  he  shall  reside  elsewhere." 

The  Memorial  was  signed  by  the  CathoUo 
clei^ymea  of  the  locality,  men  who  were 
anxious  for  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  district ;  but  it  was  disregarded 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  onose  to 
send  Crowe,  who,  upon  his  own  confes- 
sion, stood  convicted  of  outrage  and 
crime,  to  the  place  from  wheoce  he  came, 
and  amongst  the  people  whose  hearts 
and  feelings  were  excited  and  exaspe- 
rated by  his  conduct.  Such  were  some 
of  the  beauties  of  British  government 
and  British  rule  in  Ireland.  He  main- 
tained that  in  many  cases  the  protection 
police  were  not  necessary  at  all,  and  that 
they  were  got  from  the  Government  by 
representations  made  by  Besident  Ma- 
gistrates and  others.  But  who  convinced 
the  Besident  Magistrates  of  the  neces- 
sity of  such  police?  About  a  month 
ago  he  asked,  in  the  House,  the  Chief 
Secretary  a  Question  concerning  a  lady 
in  the  county  of  Kerry  named  Miss 
Lucy  Thompson.  Miss  Lucy  had  a 
force  of  six  policemen  to  take  charge  of 
her,  and  she  was  very  proud  of  her 
escort,  and  the  men  themselves  seemed 
to  be  very  pleased  with  their  employ- 
ment. The  belief  of  all  well-informed 
people  was  that  Miss  Lucy  was  in  no 
more  danger  of  attack  or  outrage  than 
any  Member  of  the  House ;  but  a  friend 
of  her's — some  Pasha  in  the  shape  of  a 
Besident  Magistrate — recommended  that 
the  force  should  be  sent  down  for  her 
protection.  He  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, the  other  day.  if  the  policemen 
were  tenants  of  Miss  Lucy  Thompson, 
and  whether  she,  consequently,  had  any 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  retention  of  the 
force  ?  And  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  good  enough  to  say  that  such  mat- 
ters well  deserved  looking  into.  He  be- 
lieved the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inti- 
mated that  he  would  have  inquiries  made 
on  the  subject ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  was 
within  the  memory  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, he  (Mr.  Sullivan)  would  be  glad  to 
learn,  before  the  debate  closed,  whether 
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the  protooting  force  were  tenants  of  Uta 
lady  ?  The  Delief  in  the  locality  oer- 
taioly  was  that  the  force  was  not  needed ; 
therefore,  their  retention  was  a  great 
outrage  upon  the  people.  Now,  mere 
was  another  lady  of  even  more  warlike 
and  dashing  deportment  than  Miss 
Lucy  Thompson.  He  referred  to  Miss 
Gardner,  who  lived  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land. He  did  not  know  how  many  police- 
men she  had  for  her  protection ;  but  her 
house  was  a  little  arsenal,  and  she  her- 
self went  about  heavily  armed  like  a 
trooper.  There  was,  of  course,  a  ridi- 
culous aspect  in  the  matter ;  but  it  was 
very  annoying  and  provoking  to  the 

Seople  of  the  locality  to  see  this  heroine 
ourishing  about,  armed  and  equipped 
in  that  fashion.  He  had  often  won- 
dered, considering  this  lady's  great 
military  oapaci^,  why  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  thought  it  right  to  em- 
ploy her  in  the  Soudan;  he  certainly 
thought  she  would  have  given  as  good 
an  account  of  herself  against  the  Mahdi 
as  scores  of  the  warriors  the  Government 
had  sent  out  against  him.  The  presence 
of  these  extra  policemen  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  an  encouragement  to 
bad  landlords  and  bad  landladies  all  over 
the  country ;  they  felt  that  they  were 
superior  to  public  opinion,  and  that  they 
could  defy  the  oommou  feelings  of  the 
people  ;  that  they  could  do  just  as  they 
liked  within  the  limits  of  the  law ;  and 
there  was  no  compulsion  upon  them  to 
soften  their  hearts  and  do  justice  to  the 
people  round  them.  The  readiness  of 
the  Government  to  send  out  an  extra 
police  force  was  an  encouragement  to 
landlords  and  landladies  to  continue  in 
ft  state  of  hostility  to  their  neighbours. 
He  should  like  the  Ohiaf  Secretary  to 
inform  them  what  earthly  need  there 
was  for  86  extra  policemen  to  be  quar- 
tered upon  Westmeathf  He  granted 
that  some  outrages  had  been  committed 
in  some  particular  localities;  but  he 
could  not  grant  that  the  localities  were 
in  any  way  responsible  for  them.  Agra- 
rian outrages  were  committed,  as  a  rule, 
by  small  parties  of  men  who  laid  their 
plans  in  private,  and  carried  them  out 
with  all  possible  secrecy.  The  localities, 
as  he  had  said,  could  not  be  held  re- 
apousible  for  them,  and,  therefore,  to 
put  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  people,  mostly 
Btruggling  tenant  farmers  who  were 
totally  unable  to  bear  the  infliction,  was 
ae  gross  an  injustice  as  it  -ww  poasifale 
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to  ocmoeive.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  wonld 
consider  whether  the  enormous  extra 
force  of  86  men  in  Westmeath  otufht 
not  to  be  greatly  reduced,  and  wheuer 
the  whole  system  of  charging  extra  police 
upon  localities  was  not  one  that  should 
be  discontinued. 

Ma.  JUSTIN  HUNTLY  M'CAETHT 
said,  that,  unfortunately,  the  very  ob- 
jectionable dynasty  of  ^Resident  Magis- 
trates was  by  no  means  extinct  in  Ireland. 
For  example,  Oork  was  cursed  with  the 
presence  of  a  particularly  objectionable 
specimen  of  this  dominant  race.  The 
Government  seemed  to  have  an  almost 
marvellous  instinct  for  finding  out  the 
kind  of  men  who  were  most  likely  to  be 
distasteful  to  the  Irish  people,  and 
making  them  captains  over  them.  Cap- 
tain Fiunkett  had  succeeded  in  making 
himself  exceedingly  objectionable  ana 
unpopular  in  Cork  in  quite  a  variety 
of  ingenious  ways.  One  of  the  devices 
this  magistrate  had  adopted  was  the 
frequent  shifting  of  members  of  the 
police  force.  A  large  number  of  the 
police  force  in  Cork  were  comparatively 
popular  with  their  fellow- townsmen ; 
that  was  to  say,  they  were  of  the  same 
faith,  and  in  many  ways  were  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  people.  Captain  Fiunkett, 
however,  had  adopted  the  ingenious 
method  of  transplanting  such  oonstablM 
to  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  bringing 
down  from  the  North  a  large  number  of 
young  and  inexperienced  policemen,  uu- 
sympathetio  in  feeling  and  almost  dia- 
metrically opposed  in  faith  and  race. 
By  that  process  he  contrived  to  inake 
the  citizens  of  Cork,  not  only  personally 
uncomfortable,  but  to  have  Bttle  trust 
in  the  administration  of  the  law.  More- 
over, Captain  Fiunkett  had  deprived 
many  of  the  ordinary  magistrates — who 
were  not  conspicuously  or  remarkably 
unpopular  magistrates — of  almost  any 
power  whatever.  The  extra  police  in 
Cork  had  been  very  largely  increased 
since  Captain  Fiunkett  came  there ;  in- 
deed, it  was  a  curious  fact  that  wher- 
ever members  of  this  particular  school 
of  Bestdent  Magistrates  arrrived  the 
extra  police  were  almost  invariably  in- 
creased: It  was  so  when  Mr.  Clifford 
liloyd  came  to  Limerick.  The  presence 
in  that  historic  city  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
was  almost  immediately  followed  by  an 
increase  of  the  police.  The  question  of 
the  extra  police  was  a  serious  one  for 
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the  Irish  people,  and  very  naturally 
ihej  strongly  objected  to  the  way  in 
which  half  of  this  obnoxious  tax  was  to 
be  paid  by  the  occupier.  If  any  proper 
portion  of  the  tax  were  paid  by  land- 
lords, the  Government,  no  doubt,  would 
hare  long  since  abolished  this  wholly 
indefensible  tax. 

Mb.  KENNT  said,  that  Irish  Mem- 
bers bad  up  to  this  attacked  this  Yote, 
on  the  ground  of  the  extraordinary  and 
entirely  unjuBtifiable  manner  in  which 
extra  police  were  drafted  into  almost 
erery  ooanty  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
Extra  police  were  quartered  upon  par- 
ticular counties  under  two  Statutes. 
The  first  of  these  Statutes  was  that  of 
Will.  IV.,  under  which  the  Treasury 
paid  half  the  cost  of  the  force,  and  the 
county  cess  was  levied  for  half.  The 
majority  of  the  extra  police  drafted  into 
the  Irish  counties  were  so  drafted  under 
the  Act  of  Will.  IT. ;  but  there  were  a 
great  number  of  extra  police  drafted 
into  the  counties  under  the  Prevention 
of  Crime  Act,  and  when  police  were 
drafted  into  a  district  under  that  Act 
the  district  became  liable  for  the  cost  of 
the  force  ;  and  it  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pened that  policemen  were  quartered  in 
out-of-the-way  districts,  so  that  the  tax 
for  their  maintenance  proved  very  bur- 
densome to  the  people.  There  were 
oases  in  which  certain  localities  had  been 
taxed  to  the  extent  of  12«.  or  14«.  in  the 
pound  for  the  staff  of  extra  police.  He 
complained  that,  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances, the  presence  of  extra  police 
was  entirely  and  absolutely  unnecessary. 
The  fact  was,  there  were  too  many 
policemen  in  Ireland.  Three  or  four 
years  ago,  a  great  effort  was  made  to 
recruit  the  Police  Force  in  Ireland.  The 
original  number  of  the  Force  was  some- 
thing like  10,000;  he  should  think  the 
present  number  was  15,000.  The  Go- 
vernment did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
their  policemen,  and  the  result  was  that, 
partly  with  the  object  of  getting  rid  of 
them,  they  sent  them  down  to  places 
where  their  presence  was  absolutely  un- 
required, and  taxed  the  county  with  the 
moiety  of  their  expense.  He  entirely 
objected  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple. His  hon.  Friend  the  Ifember  for 
the  aty  of  Oork  (Mr.  Pamell)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  yesterday  whether 
he  would  give  ft  Beturn,  or  state  in 
reply,  the  number  of  extra  police  drafted 
into  the  different  counties  in  Ireland? 


The  Chief  Secretary  stated  that  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  reply  to  the  Question, 
within  the  usual  limits  of  an  answer; 
but  he  would  be  glad  to  place  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  possession  of  the  facts.  It 
would  be  of  interest  to  the  Committee 
to  hear  from  the  Chief  Secretary,  in  bis 
speech  upon  this  question  later  on,  a 
statement  as  to  the  number  of  extra 
police  quartered  in  the  various  counties 
of  Ireland,  not  only  under  the  Preven- 
tion of  Crime  Act,  but  under  the  Act  of 
Will.  IV.  He  (Mr.  Kenny)  had  fre- 
quently noticed  that,  when  he  had  asked 
the  Ohief  Secretary  under  what  Act 
certain  extra  police  were  quartered  in  a 
given  district,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
invariably  succeeded  in  getting  ont  of 
the  responsibility  of  answering  the  Ques- 
tion by  stating  that  he  was  not  in- 
formed, or  something  to  that  effect,  or 
else  that  the  immediate  district  was  not 
taxed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  force. 
That  was  a  disingenuous  method  of 
avoiding  questions  upon  the  subject.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  localities  were  taxed, 
and  taxed  very  heavily.  If  extra  police 
were  drafted  into  a  district  under  the 
Act  of  VPtll.  IV.,  a  moiety  of  the  ex- 
pense would,  of  course,  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund ;  but  if  a  hut 
was  erected  for  the  men's  accommo- 
dation, the  entire  exp«ise  of  the  build- 
ing would  be  thrown  on  the  district,  so 
that  in  one  way  or  another  it  was  con- 
trived to  seriously  tax  every  district  in 
which  the  extra  police  ware  brought. 
He  would  come  later  on  to  a  few  special 
instances  in  which  the  drafting  of  extra 
police  into  a  district  was  entirely  un- 
necessary. But,  previous  to  doing  so, 
he  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  state,  in  his 
reply,  what  was  the  present  position  of 
Mr.  Jenkinson  ?  To  the  general  public 
in  Ireland  the  position  of  Mr.  Jenkinson 
was  a  complete  mystery.  He  desired  to 
know  whether  Mr.  Jenkinson  was  to  be 
paid  under  this  Vote,  or,  if  not,  under 
what  Vote  he  was  to  be  paid  ?  If  Mr. 
Jenkinson's  pay  had  ceased  in  Ireland, 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
tell  the  Committee  when  it  did  so.  Was 
it  proposed  to  reappoint  him  in  lireland  ? 
If  so,  what  position  was  he  to  hold  in 
the  future  ?  They  also  wanted  to  have 
a  dear  understanding  with  regard  to 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd.  The  other  even- 
ing, when  the  Magistrates'  (Ireland) 
Salaries  Bill  was  brought  {9rward,  tLo 
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Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Oourt- 
ney)  Tentured  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Olifford  lAoyd  would  not  be  one  of 
the  mafipBtrates  appointed  under  that 
Bill.  He  (Mr.  Kenny)  desired  to  know 
whether  the  fortunes  of  that  Bill  had 
in  any  way  affected  the  fortunes  of 
Mr.  Jenkinson?  Mr.  Jenkinsoa  was 
now  a  pensioDer  under  the  Crown,  and 
received  eomethiug  like  £1,000  a-year 
for  services  he  had  rendered  in  the  past. 
It  was  somewhat  too  bad  to  have  him 
foisted  on  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  he 
believed  it  was  proposed,  because,  when 
it  was  found  inconvenient  to  continue 
the  gentleman  in  the  position  of  Director 
of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  the  Qovern- 
ment  went  to  the  trouble  of  introducing 
a  Bill  ia  the  House  to  make  provision 
for  his  further  maintenance.  There  was 
an  item  in  the  Vote,  under  the  head  of 
"  Good  Service  Pay,"  for  five  Connty  In- 
spectors. He  believed  that  four  of  those 
Inspectors  were  Captain  Beed,  Captain 
Plunkett,  Mr.  Butler,  and  Mr.  Slagg. 
He  should  like  to  know  whether  County 
Inspector  Smith,  the  gentleman  who 
issued  the  famous  Circular  to  the  police, 
instructing  them  to  shoot  down  any  per- 
son they  saw  looking  in  a  menacing 
manner  towards  Mr.  Clifiord  Lloyd,  was 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  was  to  receive 
good  service  pay  ?  It  looked  very  like 
a  matter  in  which  the  Irish  Qoveroment 
desired  to  patronize  the  persons  who 
offended  most  violently  against  popular 
feeling  in  Ireland,  if  County  Imipeotor 
Smil^  was  to  be  one  of  the  five  gentle- 
men rewarded.  There  was  an  enormous 
difference  between  this  year  and  last,  in 
the  allowances  which  were  made  to  the 
Oonstabnlary.  The  difference  consisted 
in  an  increase  of  £22,000.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  ijie  extraordinary 
change  from  £56,000  to  £77,000  had 
been  brought  about  7  Furthermore,  in 
the  ordinary  pay  of  the  police,  there  wm 
an  increase  of  £20,000  making  altoge- 
ther an  increase  in  those  two  items  on 
this  Vote  of  over  £42,000.  These  were 
increases  which  required  explanation. 
They  were  very  grave  and  serious  items, 
and  it  was  too  bad  to  have  the  expense 
of  the  Constabulary  increasing  year  by 
year  in  Ireland,  especially  now,  when 
the  services  of  the  police  were  more  than 
ever  unnecessaiy.  Wherever  they  went 
in  Ireland  ^ey  found  the  country  swarm- 
ing with  policemen.  If  th^  drove  along 
a  road  they  found  a  police  hut  at  every 
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oomer;  policemen  were  to  be  seen  at 
every  turn,  and  in  the  most  out-of-the- 
way  places,  and  for  this  state  of  thiiwB 
tiLe  country  was  to  be  severely  taxed.  It 
was  a  well-known  ikot  tliat  the  police- 
men in  Ireland  did  nothing  towards  the 
discharge  of  the  functions  which  police- 
men peHbrmed  in  this  and  other  coun- 
tries. The  Irish  police  were  a  military 
force ;  they  prowled  about  the  country 
armed  with  rifles  and  bayonets,  and 
they  looked  with  disdain  upon  any  such, 
menial  function  as  attending  to  sanitary 
arrangemen  tSjOr  other  properly  oi^nized 
police  duties.   There  must  be  a  com- 

Slete  and  radical  change  in  the  Irish 
onstabulary  system ;  but  until  the  fire- 
arms and  other  military  accoutownenta 
were  taken  from  the  men,  it  was  im- 
possible to  expect  that  the  duties  of  the 
Constabulary  in  Ireland  would  be  effi- 
ciently and  properly  discharged.  Now. 
he  begged  to  bring  nnder  the  notice  of 
the  right  hon.  GenUeman  the  Chief 
Secretary  a  case  to  which  ha  had  slready 
directed  the  attention  of  the  House  by 
way  of  Question,  and  that  was  the  ex- 
traordinary claim  that  was  made  for 
compensation  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act  by  a  certain  police  constable 
in  the  county  of  Clare.  The  police 
constable  in  question  claimed  £405  com- 
'  pensation  for  money  and  a  watch  which 
he  alleged  were  destroyed  by  fire — 
maliciously  destroyed,  as  be  represented, 
by  fire  in  a  wild  and  out-of-the-way 
district  in  Ireland,  where  he  was  on 
police  duty ;  £395  of  the  total  amount 
bad  been,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  constable,  in  the  bank.  He  repre- 
sented that  he  had  had  that  amount  in 
his  possession  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  he  produced,  in  support  of  his  state- 
ment, a  pass  book,  or  what  he  repre- 
sented to  be  a  pass  book,  whi<di  was 
supposed  to  prove  evwything.  Now, 
that  pass  book  was  all  written  at  the 
same  time,  and  was  offered  by  the  con- 
stable for  the  purpose  of  proving  his 
case.  He  represented  that  he  had  lost, 
or  in  some  way  mislaid,  the  original 
book  in  which  the  accounts  were  entered, 
and  consequently  he  improvised  this 
new  book  in  order  to  prove  the  amount 
of  money  in  his  possession.  He  stated 
in  his  evidence  that  at  a  certain  date  a 
fire  took  place,  and  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session a  sum  of  £196;  but  when  the 
items  in  the  improvised  account  book 
were  examined,  it  was  found  that  he 
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had  only  the  sam  of  £110.  Further- 
more, he  represented  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Chairman  of  Bounty  Sessions, 
that  a  sea  captain  in  G-alway  had  cashed 
a  cheque  for  him  of  the  amount  of 
£196.  Now,  sea  captains  were  not  in 
the  habit  of  cashing  cheques  for  £196, 
and  policemen  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
having  such  cheques  in  their  possession. 
The  constable  further  stated  that  the 
sea  captain  sold  him  a  watch,  and  that 
he  presented  the  cheque  for  that  enor- 
mous sum  in  payment  and  received  the 
balance.  He  (Mr.  Kenny)  considered 
thatf  upon  the  face  of  it,  the  statement 
was  a  He ;  it  must  be  perfectly  plain  to 
any  person  who  knew  anything  of  sea 
captains  and  policemen,  that  sea  cap- 
tains were  not  in  the  habit  of  placing 
so  much  confidence  in  ordinary  police- 
men as  to  change  cheques  for  them. 
The  evidence  called  to  prove  the  case  of 
the  constable  was  extremely  weak  in- 
deed. The  wife  of  the  man  was  called, 
and  she  swore  she  had  never  seen  such 
an  amount  of  money  in  the  possession 
of  her  husband.  In  reply  to  his  (Mr. 
Kenny's)  Question,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  stated  that 
£100  of  the  total  sum  came  from  the 
constable's  father  -  in  •  law  and  £  1 00 
from  some  other  relative  of  his.  In 
evidence  before  the  Grand  Jury,  he 
stated  distinctly  that  he  only  got  £35 
from  his  father-in-law  and  £48  from 
another  relative ;  altogether  the  amount 
he  received  from  extraneous  sources 
did  not  reach  £100.  The  Ohairman  of 
Bounty  Sessions,  at  which  Ihe  claim  was 
in  the  firat  place  decided,  stated  that,  in 
his  opinion,  there  was  no  evidence  what- 
ever that  Sub-Constable  Carlow  lost  his 
money ;  but  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
his  witnesses  contradicted  themselves  in 
a  variety  of  essential  particulars;  in 
fact,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chairman  of 
Bounty  Sessions,  the  claim  was  utterly 
groundless.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
stated  that  it  had  been  known  that  a 
Bub-constable  of  police  tn  Ireland  had 
had  in  Ms  possession  £1,500.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  Kenny)  that  if  police 
officers  in  Ireland  could,  oat  of  their 
earnings,  amass  such  a  large  amount  of 
money  as  £1,500,  or  even  as  £395,  as 
Sub-Constable  Carlow  represented  he 
had  in  a  hat,  which  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  leaving  unguarded  for  days 
t(wether,  there  was  very  small  ground 
indeed  for  tiie  proposal  which  the 


Chief  Secretaxy  made  last  year  to  in- 
crease the  pay  and  pensions  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  Constabulary  Force. 
There  was,  however,  such  a  habit  to 
champion  the  Constabulary  in  the^House 
of  Commons,  that  he  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
get  up  and  defend  them.  Of  course, 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  base  his  de- 
fence of  Sub-Constable  Carlow  upon  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Jury.  But  hon. 
Gentlemen  knew  what  Irish  Grand 
Juries  were.  They  knew  that  Grand 
Juries  were  not  representative  bodies. 
They  were  directly  nominated  by  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  and  indirectly  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.  They  knew  that 
Grand  Juries  were  essentially  a  class  of 
men  who  were  not  concerned  by  the 
taxation  they  levied,  that  they  were  men 
who  took  good  care  to  levy  taxes  upon 
small  districts,  and  possibly  to  increase 
a  rate  of  5«.  in  the  pound  to  10s.  in 
the  pound.  Of  course,  it  was  a  very 
convenient  method  for  policemen  who 
wanted  to  make  a  little  money,  to  come 
forward  and  swear  that  they  had  had 
bank  notes,  the  numbers  of  which  they 
did  not  remember,  maliciously  destroyed. 
It  was  a  convenient  way  of  making 
money,  and  as  policemen  in  Ireland 
could  not  make  money  so  easily  as  by 
committing  perjury,  they  were  ^reat 
fools  if  they  did  not  commit  perjury. 
["  Oh,  oh  !  "]  Yes  ;  hon.  Members 
knew  that  the  chief  qualiBoation  of  a 
man  for  the  office  of  policeman  in  Ire- 
land was  that  he  bad  no  regard  fbr  the 
truth.  The  experience  of  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  was,  that  Irish  policemen 
never  told  the  truth  when  it  was  not 
convenient  for  them  to  do  so ;  and  his 
opinion  was  that  policemen  would  be 
perfectly  certain  to  take  the  advantage 
of  the  prejudice  of  a  Grand  Jury  and 
make  money  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers,  if  they  found  it  necessary. 
Furthermore,  his  opinion  was  that  those 
ratepayers  who  were  taxed  by  an  irre- 
sponsible body,  such  as  a  Grand  Jury, 
were  fools  if  they  paid  the  taxes 
levied  upon  them.  He  recommended 
the  people  who  were  taxed  unjustly  to 
precipitate  reform  by  refusing  to  pay 
iniquitous  taxation.  He  could  cite  many 
cases  in  which  the  police  tax  in  Ireland 
was  nnjustly  levied.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  them  at  any  length ;  in 
fact,  he  would  only  cite  one.  There 
vae  at  Ludoonrama  a  person  named 
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GardDer,  who  had  a  police  hat  and 
five  policemen  to  guard  him.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  there  were 
seven  or  eight  constables,  and  a  ser- 
geant-constable, in  Lisdoonvama,  the 
sergeant- constable  had  thought  fit  to 
recommend  that  five  constables  should 
be  told  off  for  the  special  protection  of 
Mr.  Gardner.  To  judge  by  recent  cir- 
cumstances, Mr.  Gardner  was  quite 
able  to  take  care  of  himself,  the  last  in- 
stance of  which  occurred  a  short  time 
ago,  when  he  assaulted  a  peaceful  indivi- 
dual, and  was  sentenced  to  a  fine  or 
aevend&js'  imprisonment.  Besides,  Mr. 
Oardner  had  told  the  police  that  he  did 
notrequire  their  services;  and  it  appeared 
to  him  that  it  was  only  a  piece  of  false 
generosi^  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment to  insist  on  forcing  that  as- 
sistance on  persona  who  were  not  anxious 
to  have  it.  It  simply  bore  out  the  argu- 
ment used  in  the  beginning  of  his  re- 
marks, that  there  was  an  excess  of  police 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  for 
their  employment  the  Government  had 
to  adopt  an  extraordinary  and  unjust 
course  towards  the  various  districts. 
As  long  as  the  Government  retained  in 
their  service  in  Ireland  a  number  of 

Eolicemen  lai^ly  in  excess  of  the  num- 
er  required,  it  was  cei-tain  that  those 
districts  would  be  mulcted  by  the  Go- 
vemment  in  order  the  more  conveniently 
to  dispose  of  the  extraditing,  and  so  long 
would  the  country  be  forced  to  suffer 
theimpoution  of  unjust  taxation,  whish 
was  at  that  time  creating  feelings  of  dts- 
Batisfection  and  politicafrwcour,  which 
would  not  veiy  easily  be  allayed. 

Mk.  0*SHEA  said,  he  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  before 
he  replied,  whether,  in  connection  with 
the  case  mentioned  in  debate,  he  in- 
tended to  give  any  instructions  with  re- 
gard to  police  constables  keeping  large 
sums  of  money  in  their  barracks,  or  huts, 
with  the  object  of  discouraging  them 
from  asking  for  compensation  should 
those  barradcs,  or  huts,  be  burnt  down  ? 
He  would  also  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman whether,  in  consideration  of  the 
absolute  peace  which  reigned  throughout 
Oounty  Glare,  a  large  number  of  police 
were  to  be  removed,  or  had  been  re- 
moved i  and,  if  so,  whether  he  would 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  with  regard 
to  those  who  remained,  with  the  view  of 
xemoTing  them  also  ? 

Mr.  £imnj/ 


Mb.  LEAMY  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  vras 
not  in  his  place,  because  he  wished  to 
ask  him  for  some  explanation  wiUi  re- 
gard to  the  extra  police  force  in  the 
county  of  Waterford.     He  had  put  a 
Question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
few  days  ago  on  this  subject,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  in  reply, 
that  the  number  of  the  police  force  in 
Waterford  Oounty  was  219.    He  (Mr. 
Leamy)  submitted,  that  if  these  figures 
were  correct,  it  was  most  extraordinary 
that  so  large  a  force  should  be  kept 
there,  chargeable  upon  the  ratepayers, 
especially  as  the  county  had  been  dis- 
tinguished for  its  quietness  for  some 
years  past.   If  the  right  hon.  Gende- 
man  uiought  it  necessary  to  have  this 
extraordinary  force  in  the  county,  it 
would  be  perfectly  easy  for  him  to  apply 
to  Parliament  for  the  powers  necessary 
for  the  purpose ;  but  he  contended  that 
it  was  manifestly  unjust  to  send  this 
large  force  into  the  county  and  charge 
them  upon  the  ratepayers,  at  a  time  when 
they  were  already  burdened  with  taxa- 
tion.  If  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land had  to  pay  for  the  extra  police  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
think  a  very  much  smaller  force  suffi- 
cient.   He  would  ask  on  whose  recom- 
mendation these  men  were  sent  into  the 
county  ?    The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
when  he  answered  hi^  former  Question, 
said  that  the  county  was  not  the  most 
peaceful  place  in  Ireland,  and  that  there 
had  been  many  oases  of  intimidation 
there ;  but  it  was  extraordinaxy  that  the 
Prevention  of  Orime  Act  should  be  put 
in  force  there  under  the  actual  ciroam- 
stances,  and  a  very  large  number  of 
extra  police  sent  there.    Such  a  state  of 
things  would  not  be  permitted  in  an 
English  county  for  24  hours.  The  whole 
proceeding  was  most  unconstitutional ; 
and  to  charge  people  who  had  no  voice 
in  the  control  of  the  police  force  with  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  its  maintenance, 
was  an  act  of  which  no  honest  man 
would  be  guilty.    It  was  all  very  well 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  get  up 
and  make  statements  about  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  district ;  but,  of 
course,  he  must  kaow  that  no  one  had 
any  means  of  ascertaining  whether  those 
statements  were  correct ;  but  there  was 
no  doubt  that  in  making  them  he  was 
dependent  upon  others  for  his  informa- 
tion—that was  to  say,  upon  the  Besident 
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Ua^^strates — who  could  showtheir  gfrati- 
tude  in  no  better  way  than  by  saying 
that  the  districts  were  disturbed.  Per- 
haps an  additional  foroe  of  20  or  30  men 
might  have  been  required ;  but  to  send 
down  the  enormous  number  complained 
of  was  out  of  the  question.  Was  it 
Oaptain  Stack  that  recommended  the 
men  to  be  sent  ?  He  trusted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to  give 
Bome  information  to  the  Committee  on 
this  point.  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
Bud  they  were  not  extra  police  at  all ; 
but  how  could  he  (Mr.  Leamy)  know 
whether  thoy  were  extra  op  ordinary 

Solice  ?  It  was  perfectly  absurd  to  tell 
im,  under  the  circumstances,  that  they 
were  not  extra  police.  Were  they  to 
be  told  that  they  were  not  extra  police 
because  they  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  ordinary  force,  their  place  being 
filled  up  by  others  ?  It  was  not  the 
custom  in  iBngland,  when  crime  was 
committed  in  a  county,  for  the  Home 
Secretary  to  send  down  an  extra  police 
force;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  tbis 
extravagant  expenditure  for  police  in 
Ireland  would  be  at  once  abolished. 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  Sir,  upon  two  oc- 
casions during  this  Session  it  oame  to 
my  lot  to  call  attention  to  part  of  the 
question  of  the  extra  police  in  certain 
districts  of  Ireland  wiui  regard  to  the 
quartering  of  extra  police  in  the  cities 
of  Cork  and  Limenck.  We  had  dis- 
cussions in  this  House  upon  this  limited 
branch  of  the  question,  and  we  received 
very  little  satisfaction  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  We 
made  out  an  overwhelming  case  against 
the  necessity  of  extra  police  in  those  two 
cities  ;  but  we  were  put  o£f  in  the  usual 
way.  Although  there  was  considerable 
correspondence  between  the  Local  Au- 
thorities in  Cork  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
Beaident  Magistrate,  Captain  Plunkett, 
the  result  has  been,  practically  speaking, 
to  leave  the  people  of  Cork  pretty  much 
aa  they  were  before,  to  pay  for  the  extra 
police  until  the  time  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  promises  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  amount  of  the  police  force  to 
be  allowed  for  that  city  shall  receive  the 
attention  and  reconaideration  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  But  the 
question  to  which  I  have  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  is  of  a  very 
much  wider  scope,  extending,  in  fact,  to 
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the  quartering  of  extra  police  through- 
out the  whole  of  Ireland — throughout,  I 
may  say,  almost  every  county  and  city  of 
Ireland ;  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  there  exists  no  longer  any 
practical  necessity  for  this  extra  force  of 
men — in  fact,  that  the  necessity  never 
existed  at  all,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  it 
cannot  be  said  to  have  existed  during 
the  last  two  years  as  regards  a  oonrider- 
able  proportion  of  Ireland.  I  shall,  I 
think,  be  able  also  to  show  that  al- 
though  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  may  have  recently, 
within  the  last  three  months,  turned  his 
attention  to  the  advisability  of  reducing 
the  extra  police  force  in  some  of  the  Irish 
counties,  yet  that  he  commenced  to  do  so 
very  much  too  late;  that  the  steps  he 
has  taken  in  that  direction  are  entirely 
inadequate;  and  that  we  have  a  fair 
claim  to  urge  upon  him  a  very  much 
larger  and  more  immediate  reduction 
with  regard  to  a  very  considerable  pro- 
portion of  these  extra  forces  in  many  Irish 
districts  and  counties.  Speaking  ^ne- 
rally,  the  Irish  Executive  is  entitled, 
under  the  Act  regulating  the  matter,  to 
have  a  free  force  of  10,636  men  and 
officers,  besides  a  reserve  force  of,  I  be- 
lieve, 400  men  and  officers,  and  the 
revenue  force,  the  number  of  which  I  'do 
not  exactly  know,  but  which  may  be 
somewhere  between  IdO  and  200.  Ex- 
clusive, then,  of  revenue  and  reserve 
men,  the  total  free  force  for  which  the 
authorities  are  entitled  to  charge  extra 
when  they  are  sent  out  of  the  county, 
and  for  whose  payment  the  Executive 
was  entitled  to  ask  Parliament  to  grant 
a  Vote,  is  10,636.  The  actual  free  force 
distributed  under  this  power  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  at  the  last 
quinquennial  period  in  1882 — in  July,  I 
believe — amounted  to  1 0,030,  or  630  men 
short  of  the  actual  full  free  force  which 
might  have  been  legally  raised  for  ser- 
vice in  Ireland.  Now,  Sir,  at  the  very 
threshold  of  our  case  I  think  we  are  en- 
titled to  make  a  very  serious  complaint 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  this  matter.  I 
believe  that  the  free  force  in  Ireland 
was  distributed  in  1882  by  Earl  Spencer, 
after  the  period  of  Office  of  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
had  commenced — at  a  time  when  the 
Government  had  applied  to  Parliament 
for  their  coercive  powers,  and  were 
representing  to  Farliainaat  and^the  coun-- 
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try  Uiat  the  state  of  Ireland  was  very 
eerioui  indeed.  W^U,  Sir,  at  that  time, 
and  under  such  circumstances,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  the  Irish  Bxecutive  de- 
liberately refrained  from  raising  a  free 
force  in  Ireland  to  the  extent  of  the 
number  of  men  which  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment authorized.  They  kept  it  630  men 
short.  I  suppose  I  am  not  allowed  to 
impute  intention  or  motive  to  such  an 
impersonal  body  as  the  Irish  Executive  ; 
but  if  I  were  allowed  to  do  so,  I  can 
only  say  that  it  would  appear  that  their 
iatention  must  have  been  to  obtain  fur- 
ther means  of  fining  and  levying  imposts 
upon  the  districts  and  counties  con- 
cerned— further  means  than  those  sup- 
plied  to  them  by  the  Act  of  Will  IV. 
and  other  Acts  by  which  they  are  en- 
titled to  send  extra  men  into  the  different 
districts.  "Well,  as  I  have  shown,  the 
Irish  Government  deliberately  kept  the 
free  force  at  the  last  quinquennial  period 
of  redistribution  530  men  under  the 
number  authorized  by  Parliament;  on 
the  otber  hand,  they  sent  into  various 
Irish  counties  the  enormous  extra  force 
of  3,426.  As  I  have  just  explained, 
there  are  various  enactments  under 
which  tiie  Executive  Government  can 
levy  and  send  extra  forces,  and  quarter 
them  on  the  inhabitants.  Under  the 
13th  section  of  the  Act  of  Will.  IV., 
which  giveti  power  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  proclaim  a  district,  they  levied 
and  quartered  on  the  districts  2,221 
men.  ITnder  Section  12,  which  gives 
the  magistrates  power  to  call  for  an 
extra  force,  and  wnich  requires  a  repre- 
sentation from  the  magistrates  before  it 
can  be  sent,  859  men  were  sent,  and  I 
think  the  Committee  might  with  profit 
note  the  smallneas  of  the  number  of  men 
who  were  considered  by  the  local  magis- 
trates to  be  necessary  as  compared  with 
the  number  that  the  Jjord  Lieutenant 
sent  without  their  advice  or  request: 
859  men  were  quartered  on  the  31  et  of 
December  last,  and  on  the  30th  of  June 
of  the  present  ^ear  they  had  been  re- 
duced to  844.  The  authorities  have  also 
sent  ^m  the  reserve  force  9 1  extra  men ; 
and  under  the  Prerention  of  Crime  Act, 
which  permits  all  the  force  to  be  levied 
upon  the  dis^ct,  no  matter  how  small, 
upon  the  31st  of  December,  1883,  there 
were  19ft.  makinga  grand  total  of  3,421 
extra  men  quartered  on  the  3Ist  of 
December,  in  the  greater  portion  upon 
the  ratepayers,  and  with  respect  to  195 
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wholly  so  quartered.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  section 
of  the  Act  of  WiU.  IV.,  under  which  these 
quarterings  have  been  made.  Section 
12,  under  which  859  were  quartered, 
provides  that  in  any  case  in  which  seven 
or  more  magistrates  of  any  county,  at 
any  Petty  Session,  being  a  majority  of 
magistrates  present,  shall  certify  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  that  the  number  of 
chief  or  other  constables  and  sub-con- 
stables BO  appointed  for  any  such  county 
is  inadequate  for  the  due  execution  <d 
the  law,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  appoint  suoh  fhrther  num- 
ber of  constables  to  such  county  as  may 
be  so  certi6ed  to  be  necessary,  and  to 
remove  such  chief,  or  other  constables 
and  sub-constables,  from  time  to  time. 
There  are  some  points  in  regard  to  the 
application  of  this  section  which  we  have 
no  information  upon,  and  I  should  be 
glad  if  it  could  be  supplied  to  us  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  by  the  xight  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary.  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  anxious  to  know  the 
dates  of  the  applications  by  magistrates 
for  the  extra  forces  in  the  different 
counties,  whether  they  are  of  recent  date 
or  of  late  date,  and  what  the  practice  of 
the  Irish  Executive  has  been  in  r^er- 
ence  to  the  removal  of  such  extra  forces. 
There  is  no  provision,  and  it  appean  to 
me  to  be  a  serious  omissi(m  in  the  sec- 
tion, for  the  removal  of  this  force  which 
has  been  quartered  on  the  application 
of  the  magistrates.  It  is  left  optional 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  remove  them 
as  he  thinks  fit.  It  is  very  possible  that 
the  applications  in  some  cases  for  these 
950  men  may  have  been  of  ancient  date, 
and  that  they  have  been  allowed  to 
remain,  possibly  against  the  wishes  of 
the  local  magis^tes  themselves.  Then 
I  come  to  the  13th  section,  under  wMch 
the  great  bulk  of  the  extra  police  in 
Ireland  have  been,  and  are  still  quar- 
tered, a  moiety  of  the  maintenance  beings 
levied  on  the  ratepayers.  This  section 
provides  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by 
the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Ire- 
land, may  declare  by  Proclamation — and 
I  wish  distinctly  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  these  words — ^that 
any  county,  city,  or  town,  or  barony,  or 
half  barony,  or  county  at  large,  or  any 
district  that  is,  or  are,  in  a  state  of  dis- 
turbance  and  require  an  additional 
establishment  of  police,  and  tiierenpon 
the  Lord  lieutenant  may^appoint  such 
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extra  w>\ice  aa  he  may  tiiink  proper,  not 
ezoeediDg  so  many  in  each  district  so 
declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  disturbance. 
"WtAl,  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  true 
meaning  of  this  section  is  that  there 
shall  be  an  actual  state  of  disturbance 
within  the  district  to  entitle  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  issue  this  Proclamation ; 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  in  re- 
spect of  any  of  those  counties  where  it 
has  been  made  the  issue  of  the  Pro- 
clamation was  originally  justified  ;  but 
if,  in  any  case,  this  were  so,  that  justifi- 
cation no  longer  exists.  It  is  quite  im- 
possible for  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  to 
say  that  any  cotmty  or  district  in  Ire- 
land is  at  present  in  a  state  of  disturb- 
ance, and  consequently  the  original  justi- 
fication for  the  Proclamation  has  entirely 
ceased,  and  we  are  entitled  to  ask  upon 
what  ground  this  large  force  of  extra 
Constabulary  is  still  kept  quartered 
upon  the  ratepayers  throughout  the 
country.  Since  the  31st  of  December 
there  has  been  some  slight  reduction  of 
the  number  of  extra  police.  The  figures 
on  the  30th  of  June,  1884,  as  supplied 
to  me  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  give  for  the  extra  men  under 
the  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  ff^ill.  IV. 
877,  and  for  the  extra  men  under  Sec- 
tion 12 — namely,  those  originally  re- 
quested by  the  local  magistrates,  849 ; 
for  the  extra  men  from  the  reserve,  66 ; 
and  for  extra  men  under  the  Prevention 
of  Crime  Act.  30.  This  last  head  is  the 
only  one  which  shows  any  material 
reduction —namely,  from  195  to  30, 
leaving  the  total  number  of  extra  men 
quartered  in  the  difi'erent  districts  under 
the  enactments  which  I  have  explained, 
on  the  30th  of  June,  18d4,  at  the  enor- 
mous figure  of  3,827,  or  a  reduction  of 
599  eztra  men  in  six  months;  a  rediic- 
tion  which  amounts  to  something  hke 
one  man  in  every  six.  Now,  I  wish  to 
refer  to  the  oost  of  these  extra  men  in 
the  counties,  and  I  find  the  total  given 
in  the  Estimate  as  the  cost  of  the 
extra  men  is  £110,800.  Under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  there  is 
£18,000,  making  the  enormous  sum  of 
£128,800,  which  is  levied  violently,  un- 
constitutionally, and,  as  we  contend, 
illegally,  and  without  the  slightest  local 
control,  upon  the  Irish  ratepayers. 
Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  very  much  the 
custom  with  English  Ministers}  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  liord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  to  allude  to  this 
amount  of  reduction  which  has  been 
obtained  by  the  tenants  under  the  Irish 
Land  Act ;  but  I  find  that  the  reductions 
given  by  the  Land  Courts  during  the 
three  years'  working  of  that  Act  amount 
to  £270,000.  The  Irish  ratepayers  con- 
sequently have  to  pay  back  to  the  Qo- 
vernment  for  extra  police  half  of  the 
money  which  they  have  received  in  re- 
ductions. The  GKjvernment  having  de- 
cided to  despoil  the  landlords  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £270,000  a-year  under  the  work- 
ing of  the  Land  Courts  for  three  years, 
in  order  to  make  themselves  still  more 
beloved  in  Ireland,  Ihey  proceed  to 
despoil  the  ratepayers  by  compelling 
them  to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  half  that 
sum  for  the  cost  of  extra  police.  I 
stated  a  short  time  ago  that  I  wanted 
to  prove  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
state  of  Ireland  whidi  required  this 
extra  force  of  police.  Now,  the  fact  ia 
that  the  Government,  havingdeliberately 
neglected  at  the  last  quinquennial  period 
to  raise  the  number  of  free  men  to  the 
amount  they  were  entitled  to  do  by  the 
Act,  and  having  also  raised  a  large  num- 
ber of  extra  men — having  thus  raised 
the  total  number  of  men  authorized  by 
Parliament  from  10,636  to  13,456— now 
do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them. 
They  have  no  power  under  the  law  to 
distribute  these  3,000  extra  men  as  a 
free  force,  and  they  therefore  distribute 
them  as  extra  men,  part  of  the  cost  of 
whom  is  to  be  paid  by  the  localities. 
In  view  of  the  peaceable  state  of  Ire- 
land, which  has  now  continued  for  two 
years,  and  in  view  of  the  Charges  pf  the 
Judges,  I  maintain  that  if  the  Oovem- 
ment  still  desire  to  keep  up  this  swollen 
poUoe  establishment  in  Ireland  they 
should  apply  to  Parliament  either  for  a 
Supplementary  Estimate,  or  for  an 
amending  Act  enabling  them  to  make 
this  charge  upon  the  taxpayers.  It  is 
monstrous  that  it  should  be  charged 
upon  the  districts.  This  matter  affects 
nearly  every  county  in  Ireland.  The 
county  of  Clare  does  not  seem  to  have 
participated  in  the  reductions  made  in 
some  of  the  other  counties  between  De- 
cember, lH83,  and  June,  1884 ;  indeed, 
it  heads  the  list  for  the  large  number  of 
extra  men  which,  on  the  30th  of  June, 
were  still  quartered  in  that  county.  I 
find  that  at  a  former  period  in  1883 
there  were  336  extra  men  quartered 
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the  SOth  of  Tone  lut  are  now  quartered 
on  the  ratepayers  at  an  anniuJ  cost  to 
them  of  j£7,500  for  the  half  county. 
"Well,  now,  Sir,  in  the  East  Riding  of 
oounty  Oork  there  were  only  three 
i^arian  offences  committed  in  the  last 
quarter.  This  Hiding  is  entitled  to  a 
free  force  of  422  men,  so  that  the  nnm- 
ber  of  eitra  men  is  over  one-third  of 
the  total  of  the  free  force.  Going  on  to 
the  West  Biding  I  find  that  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1883,  there  were  143 
extra  men  qaartered,  all  under  the  1 3th 
aection,  or  Proclamation  Section,  of  Uie 
Act  of  Wat.  IV.  Daring  the  period  of 
eix  months,  up  to  the  80th  of  June,  44 
of  these  extra  men  were  removed,  stall, 
however,  leaving  the  enormous  and  en- 
tirely unnecessary  extra  force  of  99  men 
for  this  Biding,  in  which  only  six 
agrarian  offences  were  committed  during 
the  quarter.  I  should  also  like  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  Judge 
O'Brien's  Charge  to  the  Qraad  Jury  at 
the  recent  Assizes  in  oonnty  Cork  with 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  county.  He 
says — 

"  So  far  as  I  can  collect  from  the  sodtom 
which  are  open  to  me,  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
the  oonditioD  of  this  great  oonnty^  is  <m«  that 
Terr  naarlj  justifies  the  descripaon  of  ontiie 
and  absolnte  quiet  and  security. 

He  refers  to  a  temporary  small  increase 
of  crime  since  the  last  Assizes  in  the 
East  lUdi^;  but  he  goes  on  to  say — 

'*  I  find  that  that  small  increase  is  more  than 
balanced  by  a  very  large  diminution  of  offeocM 
in  the  West  Biding  of  this  county,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  88  reported  offences." 

Of  course,  Judge  O'Brien  is  spealdn^  of 
all  offences,  agrarian  and  otherwisei 

which  came  before  him — 


there  under  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  under  the  13th  section 
of  the  Act  of  Jf^ill.  IV.   There  were  in 
June  last  still  235  extra  men,  inrolTing 
a  charge  on  the  ratepayers  of  that  im- 
poreriuied  county  of  between  £8,000 
and  £9,000.   I  find  that  at  the  first 
period  in  188S  there  were  33  addi- 
tional 0(m8tabulai7  under  the  Preren- 
tion  of  CWme  Act,  and  that  the  only 
reduction  which  was  made  in  the  oonnty 
of  Clare  between  the  end  of  March  last 
and  £he  middle  of  this  year  has  been  in 
respect  to  these  33  men,  the  cost  of  the 
large  force  of  235  extra  men  being  still 
left  to  be  borne  by  the  taxpayers  of  the 
oounl^.    I  do  not  know  whether  any 
recent  reduction  has  been  made ;  I  am 
now  s;^aking  from  the  most  reoent  in- 
formation I  have  received  on  the  subi  eet, 
some  of  which  has  been  furnished  to 
me  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  belaud  this  morning.  The  free  force 
to  which  that  county  is  entitled  is  328 
men  under  Uie  last  distribution  of  the 
Ijord  lieutenant.   Therefore,  there  are 
Terr  nearly  as  many  extra  men  placed 
in  this  county  as  there  are  free  police- 
men— that  ia  to  say,  that  tiie  police  force 
of  liie  county  Clare  is  nearly  double  the 
normal  number.    Let  us  turn  to  the 
state  of  the  oounty,  as  disoloeed  by  the 
Parliamentary  Hetums    for  the  last 
quarter.   I  find  that  for  the  whole  of 
oounty  Clare — a  very  large  county,  con- 
taining a  very  considerable  population 
of  small  farmers  who  have  derived  little 
benefit  from  the  Land  Act — in  the  whole 
of  the  oounty  the  number  of  outrages, 
exdusive  of  threatening  letters,  which 
I  do  not  notice  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
amounted  to  four.    I  will  ask  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  what  justification  there 
is  for  keeping  up  tlus  swollen  police 
force  in  that  oounty  in  view  of  the  Re- 
turns in  reference  to  crime  during  the 
last  13  months?   Well,  now,  another 
county  which  is  ■very  much  imposed  on 
is  the  oonnty  of  Cork.   In  uie  East 
Bi^ng  of  the  county  of  Oork,  on  the 
Slst  M  December,  1883,  there  were  alto- 
geUier  186  mctra  men — 11  extra  men 
sent  from  the  reserve  force,  and  174  men 
sent  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Pro- 
clamation. In  this  Hiding  of  Cork  there 
has  been  no  reduction  whatever  made  in 
the  six  months  between  December,  1883, 
and  June,  1884.   The  same  number  of 
extra  men  that  were  quart««d  there  on 


"  In  the  present  year,  as  agaiuBt  lU  in  the 
past  year  for  the  same  period,  and  I  find  that 
this  great  decrease  appears  to  be  almost  entirdy 
in  offences  that  tend  to  indicate  by  their  dimiaa- 
tion  a  restoration  of  social  peace  and  tmn^oillity, 
and  the  absence  id  agrarian  outrage  in  both 
Divisions  of  this  coun^." 

He  goes  on  to  say — 

"  I  observe  as  a  most  Important  fsatnre  id 
the  change  that  has  taken  place  the  Bubsidenoe 
of  almost  all  forma  of  intimidaUon,  and  an  ab- 
senoe  of  all  restraint  on  personal  oondoct," 

and  so  on.  Well,  now,  Sir,  I  ask  the 
right  hem.  G^tleman  if  he  does  not  in- 
tend to  show  his  appreciation  of  this 
state  of  afl^  in  theoountiyaf  Cork? 
Perhaps  I  had  better  not  wearv  the 
Committee  by  going  over  the  whole  list 
of  Irish  counties;  but.  ^speaking  gene- 
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rallj,  I  may  nay  that  the  list  shows  that 
there  are  extra  men  quartered  in  almost 
erery  eouu^  and  city  in  Ireland.  In 
county  Donegal  the  number  of  extra 
men  was  not  eo  large  as  it  was  in  some 
other  counties.  In  that  county  there 
were  10&  extra  men  at  the  end  of  1883, 
and  they  were  quartered  there  at  a  cost 
to  the  ratepayerB  of  over  £2,000  a-year. 
Seventy  01  these  extra  men  hareDeen 
taken  away  in  the  six  months  which 
have  elapsed  since  December,  1883, 
leaving  30  men  still  as  an  extra  charge 
upon  the  district  at  a  cost  of  nearfy, 
accffirdittg  to  the  information  in  my  pos- 
session, £1,000.  In  the  East  Biding  of 
Gal  way  there  were  183  extra  men  on 
the  Ulat  of  December,  1883,  there  were 
now  145  extra  men  in  that  Siding,  and 
during  the  last  quarter  there  were  only 
two  agrarian  offences,  exclusive  of 
threatening  letters.  The  total  cost  of 
the  extra  men  in  this  Hiding  during  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  June  last  was 
£5,800.  In  the  West  Biding  of  (Jalway 
there  were  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1B83,  270  extra  men,  and  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1884,  there  were  200  extra  men 
quartered  there  under  the  Act  of  Will. 
XV.  On  the  Slstof  December  last  there 
were  in  the  same  Biding  22  extra  men 
under  the  12th  section  of  the  Act  of 
fTiit.  ly. — that  is  nnda  the  magistrates, 
requiaitionB,  and  there  were  ei^t  extra 
men  on  the  same  date  sent  from  the  re- 
serve force.  There  were  70  extra  men 
under  the  Prevention  of  Grime  Act, 
making  altogether  an  extra  force  in  this 
one  Biding  of  300  men,  or  12  men  in 
excess  of  the  free  force  establishment  to 
which  the  Biding  was  entitled.  Well, 
now,  Sir,  in  the  oounty  of  Kerry  there 
were  on  the  31st  of  December,  1883,  11 
extra  men  from  the  reserve  force,  and  on 
the  same  date  there  were,  under  the  1 3th 
section  of  WiU.  lY.,  196  extra  men,  and 
these  numbers  remain  now  practically 
unchanged,  for  the  total  number  of 
extra  men  quartered  in  this  coan^  on 
the  31  St  of  December  was  207,  and  the 
total  number  of  extra  men  now  quartered 
there  was  208.  or  a  diminution  of  only 
four  men.  These  men  involved  a  cost 
to  die  oounfy  of  over  £8,000  a-year.  In 
his  Oharge  to  the  GIrand  Junr  of  the 
oounty  of  Kerry  on  the  16th  of  July,  Ur. 
Justice  O'Brien  said — 

**  The  ptasent  ODDdition  of  the  ooanly  oom- 
pares  {avourably  with  th»  paat." 

The  oounty  of  Limerick  was  another 


very  oppressed  county  in  this  respect. 
On  the  3lBt  of  December,  1883,  tnere 
were  235  extra  men  quartered,  and  that 
number  has  not  been  diminished  in  the 
six  months  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1884;  235  extra  men  still  remained  in 
county  Limerick,  this  county  being  en- 
titled to  a  free  force  of  281  men.  There 
were  only  six  agrarian  offences,  all  of 
them  oi  a  very  trivial  character,  com- 
mitted in  the  county  of  Limerick  for  die 
last  quarter  of  vhieh  we  have  any  Be- 
tum.  Judge  Fitzgibbon,  in  addressing 
ttie  Ghand  Jury  of  the  oounty  of  Lime- 
rick on  the  11th  of  July,  said — 

*'  There  are  altogeUier  edght  cases  to  go  be- 
fore yon.  There  u  one  of  manalaiigliter,  hot 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  great  difficulty 
ID  dealing  with  it.  The  other  seven  cases  an 
simply  for  assaults.  Eaving  regard  to  the  large 
popalatioD  of  yoor  county,  and  the  circtun- 
stances  of  your  district,  there  is  nothing  on  the 
face  of  the  list  requiring  any  observations  from 
me." 

The  question  of  the  extra  police  force  of 
the  CHty  of  Limerick  has  already  been 
debated  fully  in  this  House,  and  I  will 
not  refer  to  it  further.  The  county  of 
Mayo  on  the  31st  of  December,  1888, 
had  50  extra  men  under  the  12th  section 
of  the  Aot  of  Wtll  IV.— that  is  to  aay, 
requisitioned  by  the  magisfarates.  On 
ike  same  date,  there  were  in  the  county 
125  extra  men  under  Uie  Lord  lien- 
tenant's  Proclamation.  Mayo  does  not 
appear  to  have  had  any  men  quartered 
upon  it  under  the  section  of  tfae  Preven- 
tion of  Orime  Act.  There  were  al- 
together at  this  date  a  total  extra  force 
in  Mayo  of  1 78  men.  That  force  has 
been  reduced  iu  the  period  of  six  months 
to  1 12  men,  involving  a  cost  to  the  rate- 
payers for  the  year  of  nearly  £4,500. 
For  the  last  quarter  in  which  we  have 
any  Betums,  the  number  of  agrarian 
offences  in  dte  oounty  of  Mayo  only 
amounted  to  three — that  is  to  say,  the 
ratepayers  of  the  county  have  been 
charged  £  1 , 500  for  each  agrarian  offence 
committed  during  the  quarter.  The 
county  of  Sligo,  on  the  81st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1883,  had  50  extra  men  under  the 
magistrates'  requisition  section.  They 
had  45  extra  men  nnder  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation,  making  alto- 
gether 95  extra  men  in  this  county — a 
force  which  was  not  reduced  np  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1884.  The  list  of  agrarian 
offices  discloses  only  the  small  number 
of  two  for  the  last  quarter,  and  the  cost 
to  the  ratepayers  of  the  county  of  Sligo 
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for  the  extra  men  will  amoniit  to  some- 
thing like  £4,000,  or  about  £2,000  for 
each  agrarian  o£Fence  oommitted  during 
the  last  quarter.  In  the  North  Hiding 
of  the  county  of  Tipperary  on  the  SIst 
of  December,  1863,  there  were  114  extra 
men  quartered  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant s  Proclamation.  That  number 
was  reduced  on  the  SOth  of  last  June  to 
94,  inTolring  an  annual  cost  to  the  rate- 
payers of  £«,760.  In  that  Division  of 
the  county  of  Tipperary  there  were  no 
agrarian  offences  during  the  last  quarter. 
In  the  South  Biding  of  the  conn^  .of 
Tipperary  there  were  80  extra  men 
qnuf  erea  underthe  mi^istnites'  requisi- 
tion section  of  the  Act  of  WiU.  IT.  On 
the  Slst  of  last  December  there  was  one 
extra  man  from  the  reserve,  and  there 
were  100  extra  men  quartered  on  the 
Hiding  under  the  13tb  section  of  the 
Act  of  WiU.  IV. — that  is  to  say,  under 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Proclamation, 
making  altogether  tSl  extra  men  in  the 
South  Kiding  of  Tipperary  on  this  date. 
That  number  on  the  SOrn  of  June  was 
reduced  to  the  number  of  155.  The  100 
men  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Pro- 
clamation hare  been  reduced  to  75,  and 
the  extra  man  from  the  reaerre  has 
been  taken  away.  The  number  of 
agrarian  offences  in  the  South  Biding 
of  Tipperary  during  the  last  quarter 
only  amounted  to  four,  while  the  cost 
to  the  ratepayen  of  the  extra  force 
amounted  to  something  like  £6,000 
a-year,  or,  on  the  average,  £1,500  for 
each  agrarian  <^ence.  The  offences,  I 
notice,  were  of  a  very  trivial  character. 
Kow  I  should  like  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Oommittee  also  totheOharge 
delivered  to  the  Gh-and  Jury  by  the 
Judge  who  presided  at  the  Tipperary 
Assizes.  On  the  6th  of  July  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  addressiug  a  Grand  Jury, 
congratulated  them  on  the  smallness  of 
the  Calendar,  the  disposal  of  which,  he 
said,  would  not  detain  them  very  long. 
"Westmeath  is  the  next  county  on  my 
list.  I  find  on  the  Slst  of  last  Decem- 
ber there  were  23  extra  men  quartered 
on  this  county  upon  Uie  requisition  of 
the  magistrates.  There  were  63  extra 
men  quartered  there  under  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Proclamation,  and  one  man 
was  quartered  upon  the  county  tmder 
the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act.  During 
the  six  months  which  elapsed  from  De- 
cember last  to  June^  the  one  man  had 
been  removed,  so  that  the  extra  force  of 


Westmeath  still  stood  at  86  men.  Now, 
I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  case  of  some  other 
counties  which  have  always  been  re- 
garded aa  quiet  counties,  and  in  the 
case  of  which  there  seems  to  be  still  less 
justification  for  the  maintenance  of  extra 
police  forces.  Take  the  case  of  Meath. 
In  December,  1883,  there  were  72  extra 
men  quartered  there  under  the  12th  sec- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Wid.  IV.,  and  three 
under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act. 
There  are  now  52  extra  men  quar- 
tered in  this  county  under  the  Act  of 
WiU.  rV.,  at  a  coat  to  the  county  of 
something  like  £2,000.  I  should  like 
to  know  ]l  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  could  give  me  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  date  of  the  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  magistrates  viUi 
regard  to  those  counties  on  the  list 
where  extra  police  are  quartered  under 
the  12th  section  of  the  Act  of  Will.  IV.? 
I  refer  to  the  "West  Riding  of  Galway ; 
to  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  where  55  men 
are  quartered  under  this  section,  and 
none  under  the  Proclamation  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant;  King's  County,  where  15 
men  are  quartered  under  the  provisions 
of  the  12th  section,  and  only  12  under 
the  Proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant;  Queen's  County,  where  15  men 
are  quartered  under  the  12th  section, 
and  none  under  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant;  the  county  of  !Long- 
ford,  when  84  extra  men  ue  qaartered 
under  this  section,  and  only  22  under 
the  Proclamation  of  the  Lord  lien- 
tenant;  County  Mayo,  where  60  men 
are  quartered  under  this  section,  and  60 
under  the  Proclamation  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant ;  County  Meath,  where  52 
extra  men  are  now  quartered  under  this 
section,  and  none  under  the  Proclama- 
tion of  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  the  county 
of  Kildare,  where  18  men  are  still  qaar- 
tered from  the  reserve  force  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  but  none  under  his  Procla- 
mation; the  county  of  Louth,  where  15 
men  are  quartered  under  the  12th  sec- 
tion, but  none  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation ;  the  county  of 
Sligo,  where  50  men  are  quartered  under 
the  12th  section,  and  45  under  the  liord 
Lieutenant's  Proclamation;  the  South 
Biding  of  the  ootmty  of  Tipperaty, 
where  80  men  are  quartered  under  the 
12th  section,  and  75  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation;  the  oonnty  of 
Waterfbrd,  whero  16  m^tn,  men  «ro 
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quartered  under  the  12th  section,  and 
50  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Frocla- 
mation ;  the  county  of  Westmeath,  where 
23  extra  men  are  quartered  under  the 
12th  section,  and  63  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proolamation ;  Belfast,  where 
320  extra  men  are  quartered  under  the 
1 2&  seotion  by  the  desire  of  the  magis- 
trates or  the  Corporation,  and  none 
under  the  Lord  Lieutenants  Proclama- 
tion ;  tibe  county  of  Dublin,  where  10 
extea  men  are  quartered  under  the  I2th 
section,  and  none  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation ;  the  county  of 
Fermanagh,  where  10  extra  men  are 
quartered  under  the  12th  section,  and 
none  under  the  Lord  Ueutenant's  Pro- 
clamation; the  county  of  Monaghan, 
where  12  extra  men  are  quartered  under 
the  1 2th  section,  and  none  under  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Proclamation;  and 
the  city  or  county  of  Londonderry,  where 
45  extra  men  are  quartered  under  the 
12th  section,  and  none  under  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Proclamation.  Now,  Sir, 
I  could  go  on  indefinitely  referring  to 
the  Btatistics  on  this  subject ;  but  I 
think  I  have  proved  enough  to  show 
that  in  almost  every  Lish  county  there 
is  an  extra  force  of  police;  that  in 
every  Irish  county  there  is  a  very  low 
GiJraular  of  crime ;  that  at  all  the  As- 
sizes the  Judges  were  unanimous  in 
their  testimony  to  the  peaceable  con- 
dition of  the  different  counties.  The 
police  force  throughout  Ireland  gene- 
rally is  enormously  swollen  by  the  num- 
ber of  2,800  extra  men  over  and  above 
the  free  force  authorized  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. I  think  we  are  entitled  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  for  his  justi- 
fication of  this  state  of  things.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  Government  can  expect  us 
calmly  to  pass  this  Estimate  upon  the 
Eetums  with  which  we  have  been  pre- 
sented— Betums  showing  that  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland  is  absolutely  normal 
as  respects  its  tranquillity  and  freedom 
from  crime.  All  the  contentions  upon 
which  successive  Ohief  Secretaries  have 
justified  the  retention  of  extra  police 
forces  are  entirely  absent.  Ibi  the  present 
case  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  allow  this 
Estimate -to  pass  without  very  strenuous 
protest  and  opposition,  unless  we  hear 
something  far  more  satisfactory  than  we 
have  yet  heard  from  the  Government. 
The  reduction  of  500  and  odd  men  which 
has  taken  place  during  the  last  few 
months  out  of  the  total  force  is  entirely 


inadequate.  There  are  sevwal  of  the 
counties  to  which  I  have  alluded  which 
are  amongst  the  most  impoverished 
throughout  IreUmd.  The  county  <A 
Glare  contains  a  very  lai^  population 
of  very  small  tenant  farmers.  The 
county  of  Oork  is  also  in  a  similar  posi- 
tion ;  the  county  of  G^war,  where  the 
police  tax  is  also  most  cniuung,  is  in  a 
very  impoverished  state;  the  county  of 
Kerry  is  notorious  as  being  one  of  the 
most  poverty-stricken  counties  in  Ire- 
land ;  the  county  of  Limerick,  the  only 
rich  county  on  the  list  where  the  force  is 
very  high,,  is  remarkable  for  having 
been  absolutely  free  from  crime  of  any 
kind  during  the  last  two  years;  the 
county  of  SHgo  is  another  impoverished 
county  ;  and  the  county  of  Tipperary  is 
at  present,  and  has  been  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  exceedingly  quiet.  I 
might  go  over  the  whole  Ust  and  show, 
in  the  same  way  as  I  have  abundantly 
done  with  respect  to  those  counties,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  justification, 
even  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Go- 
vernment, for  the  maintenance  of  tiiis 
cruel  tax  resulting  from  tiie  quartering 
of  large  extra  forces  of  police  upon  the 
people.  Three  yeara  ago  the  Piede- 
cesBor  (Mr.  W.  £.  Eorster)  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
Trevelyau)  informed  the  Committee, 
during  one  of  the  discussions  which  took 
place  on  this  Vote,  that  in  a  short  time 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to  hand  over  the 
police  force  to  elective  authorities  in 
Ireland.  The  lapse  of  time  which  has 
taken  place  since  then  do  not  justify  the 
prediction  and  hope  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  E-  Forster).  In- 
stead of  the  force  being  reduced,  we 
have  had  it  enormously  increased.  Apart 
from  the  hardship  to  the  localities,  and 
to  the  ratepayers  who  have  to  pay  these 
crushing  mfiiotione,  the  force  in  its 
character  is  absolutely  unconstitutional. 
Eminent  OonsMtutional  lawyers,  Ukethe 
late  Mr.  Butt,  have  given  it  as  their 
opinion  that  the  maintenance  of  this 
police  force  in  Ireland,  an  absolutely 
military  force  in  its  character,  is  a  breaoh. 
of  the  annual  Army  Discipline  Act. 
Certainly,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  should  tell  ns  to-day 
that  he  proposes  to  diminish  this  extea 
force  by  at  least  one-half  during  the 
next  six  months,  and  that  he  hopes 
within  the  subsequent  period  of  six 
months  to  dispense  with  it^^ltogethsr, 
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If  we  do  not  Tecmve  some  aesttranoe  of 
that  kind,  the  action  whioh  will  have  to 
be  taken  b;  the  people  of  Ireland  and 
by  their  BepresentativeB  is  a  matter 
wnioh  will  hare  to  be  very  carefully 
considered.  The  rates  for  extra  police 
are  now  levied  by  the  Grand  Jnriea, 
bodies  absolutely  without  any  particle 
whatever  of  a  representative  character. 
If  in  any  district  the .  Grand  Jury  refuse 
to  levy  the  rate,  there  is  the  Judge's  fiat 
to  compel  them  to  do  so ;  and  if  they 
then  refuse  to  levy  the  rate,  there  is  the 
farther  order  of  the  Queen's  Bench ;  in 
fact,  the  whole  levying  of  the  extra  police 
is  beset  with  a  series  of  cast-iron  enact- 
ments which  might  do  credit  to  an  age  of 
barbarism  and  a  rule  of  despotism,  but 
which  are  certainly  out  of  place  on  the 
Statute  Book  at  the  present  time.  For 
our  part,  we  shall  not  cease  to  protest 
against  these  enactments ;  and,  as  I  have 

i'ujst  said,  in  the  absence  of  any  satis- 
aotory  assurance  from  the  rignt  hon. 
Gtentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  lieutenant,  it  will  become  a  matter 
for  serious  consideration  whether  the 
collection  of  this  oppressive  tax  cannot 
be  prevented  by  the  organized  action  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  We  have  from 
the  glowing  pen  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Trevelyan)  himself  some 
Tery  significant  and  good  advice  upon 
the  subject.  The  taxes,  the  refusal  to 
pay  which  was  referred  to  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  terms  of  approval, 
were  taxes  levied  upon  the  people  by 
the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people  in 
Parliament,  so  far  as  the  people  wore 
then  represented ;  but  these  taxes  are 
not  lened  upon  our  people  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  they  are  levied  by  an  irrespon- 
sible clique  in  Dublin  Castle,  some  of 
whose  iniquities  have  recently  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  exertions  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Uember  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien).  I  hare  no  doubt  that  the 
distribution  of  these  eztoa  police  amongst 
the  unhappy  oounties  I  have  refemd  to 
depended  very  much  upon  the  Reports 
of  the  notorious  person  wboae  conduct 
is  now  the  subject  of  examination  by  the 
Dublin  Police  Court  sitting  in  eamerd. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  system  could 
be  further  examined  into,  and  I  trust 
that  a  long  time  will  not  elapse  before 
an  opportunity  may  be  found  of  examin- 
ing mto  the  system  which  obtains  in 
Dublin  Oastle— I  have  no  doubt  that  if 
the  system  were  further  investigated 

Mr.  PamM 


and  examined  into,  we  should  find  tlimt 
the  action  of  the  Irish  Executive  was 
directed  and  depended  upon  the  advice 
of  men  very  little  better  in  character 
and  position  than  that  of  tiie  Goreflm- 
ment  officials*  whose  conduct  sorecenti^ 
became  the  subject  of  criminal  investi> 
gation.  So  long  as  you  rule  Ireland  by 
a  centralized  system  of  Government  at 
the  dictation  of  a  group  of  permanent 
officials  in  Dublin  Castle  the  possessors 
of  swollen  and  enormous  salaries,  whose 
existence  necessarily  depends  on  keep- 
ing up  a  state  of  alarm  m  the  minds  of 
the  English  people  and  Parliament  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  so 
loiig  you  will  find  it  is  impossible  for  yoa 
to  rule  her  justly,  and  that  it  will  con- 
tinue impossible  for  you  to  escape  the 
complaints  and  the  criticisms  which  we 
have  been  compelled  to  direct  against 
you  and  against  yonr  i^Btem  of  admi- 
nistration during  the  present  SessioB, 
and  so  long  will  the  administration  of 
Ireland  by  England  and  by  the  ring  in 
Dublin,  who  have  got  possesion  of  that 
administration,  be  a  subject  of  reproach 
amongst  the  peoples  of  the  oivilixed 
world.  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of 
this  Tote  by  the  sum  of  £100,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sun,  not  exceeding  £840,095,  l>e 
granted  to  Her  Majeaty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  oome 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  da^'  of  ^Harch  1885,  for  the  Con- 
■tahulary  Force  m  Ireland." — {3£r.  Pamell.') 

Me.  trevelyan  :  Sir,  I  propose, 
in  replying  to  the  considerable  number 
of  GenUemen  who  have  spoken  upon  a 
subject  of  such  interest  to  Ireland,  to 
go  through  their  speeches  consecutively, 
and  to  oome  last  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Famell),  who  spoke  with  an  amount  of 
statistical  preparation  that  deserves  spe- 
oial  notice.  While,  however,  the  last 
words  he  spoke  are  still  ring^g  in  onr 
ears,  I  cannot  but  enter  my  protest 
against  them.  The  hon.  Member  said 
that  he  considered  that  it  was  very  likely 
that  if  some  leading  officials  in  Dublin 
Castle  had  tfaeir  conduct  examined,  their 
characters  would  stand  little  higher,  I 
think  he  said,  than  the  characters  of  the 
two  people  connected  with  different  parts 
of  the  government  of  Ireland,  one  of 
them  not  connected  with  Dublin  Castle 
at  all,  who  have  been  accused  of  reiy 
great  orimes  indeed.    Sir,  it  is  quito 
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plain  that  if  the  hon.  Member  has  evi- 
dence of  that  fact,  he  ought  to  produce 
it.  I  must  call  the  greatest  attention  to 
this,  because  it  is  a  very  serious  matter. 
Everybody  knows  very  well  who  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  myself  are  advised 
by  in  high  matters  of  criminal  and 
police  administration.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  evidence  against  any  of  the  per- 
sons who  are  well  known  to  adviee  us, 
that  evidence  ought  to  be  produced  in  a 
Court  of  Law. 

Mb.  FARNELL:  Will  the  right  hon. 
G^Ueman  g^ve  me  a  Select  Oommittee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire 
into  the  vhole  system  of  criminal  invee- 
tigation  in  Ireland  ? 

Me.  TBEVELTAN  :  This  is  not  a 
question  of  the  criminal  system  of  Dublin 
Castle ;  it  is  a  question  whether  a  sin- 
gularly odious  imputation,  which  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  hon.  Member  does 
not  feel  the  full  gravity  of,  ought  to  be 
made  without  eridence  against  any  people, 
whether  they  are  members  of  the  Irish 
Administration  or  whether  they  are  pri- 
vate individuals.  The  first  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  addressed  the  Committee  was 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr. 
O'Snllivan),  and  the  particular  point  to 
which  he  referred  in  connection  with 
this  question  was  the  protection  of  a 
oertain  landlord,  a  Mr.  Goote.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  Mr.  Coote  was  an  ex- 
tremely uopopnlar  landlord,  and  he  asks 
if  we  uphold  him  and  the  system  he 
adopts  towards  his  tenants.  We  neither 
uphold  Mr.  Coote  nor  the  system  of  his 
dealings  with  his  tenants  ;  his  dealings 
are  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  subject 
for  consideration  by  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment. What  we  did  was  to  give 
him  such  protection  as  his  safety  re- 
quired. It  is  certainly  a  very  unfortu- 
nate thing  that  these  relations  between 
landlords  and  tenants  should  have  ex- 
isted in  Ireland,  and  that  so  much  evil 
should  have  come  out  of  them ;  but  if 
one  consequence  of  them  is  that  the  life 
or  the  limb  of  any  individual,  be  he 
landlord  or  tenant,  is  in  danger,  it  is 
plainly  the  business  of  the  Executive  to 
afford  them  protection.  I  may  say  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  (Mjf.  O'Snllivan),  re- 
specting the  police  of  Limerick,  there 
is  some  prospect  that  at  no  distant  date 
there  may  be  a  reduction  of  the  extra 
police  quartered  in  the  county. 

Ma.  PABNELL :  To  what  extent  ? 


Mr.  TEEVELYAN  :  To  the  extent 
that  safety  will  allow.  I  hope  hon. 
Members  will  think  I  do  my  best  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  extra  police  when- 
ever I  can.  I  now  come  to  the  review 
of  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Marum), 
Kilkenny  is  a  county  in  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  has  had  no  direct  concern 
with  the  police.  In  Kilkenny  there  are 
extra  police,  because  they  were  asked  for 
originally  1^  the  magistrates.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Marum)  says  the  number 
of  police  ought  to  be  reduced  on  aooount 
of  the  suffering  of  ^rioultnre  and  the 
overburdened  rates  of  the  county. 
Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  on  that 
account  fJone  Kilkenny  has  any  special 
right  to  a  reduction  of  its  local  burdens, 
which  reduction  would  mean  throwing 
the  expenses  on  the  general  taxpayer. 
There  has  very  recently  been  a  reduction 
of  15  oxtra  police  in  Kilkenny.  The 
extra  police  in  that  county  are  now  55 
in  number,  so  that  that  county,  a  rich 
county,  and  a  prosperous  county  agri- 
culturally, compared  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  English  counties  which  have 
to  join  in  paying  the  taxes  out  of  which 
these  police  would  be  paid  for  if  they 
were  not  paid  for  by  the  county  of  Kil> 
kenny — that  county  is  only  bnrdened  to 
the  extent  of  about  £2,200  or  £3,300  a- 
year.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
(Mr.  Marum)  would  take  an  English 
agricultural  county  of  the  same  rating 
as  Kilkenny,  a  county  in  which  the  agn- 
cultural  industry  is  the  same  as  in  Kil- 
kenny, he  will  find  that  that  county 
would  be  glad,  and  glad  many  times 
over,  if  its  contribution  to  the  police  of 
the  county  only  amounted  to  £2,300.  I 
am  bound  to  say  there  is  no  county  in 
England  which  stands  in  the  same  posi- 
tion pecuniarily  as  Kilkenny,  which  has 
not  to  pay  at  least  twice  as  much  for  its 
police  J  and,  therefore,  I  think  it  would 
oeextremely  hard  if  the  English  counties 
were  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the 
extra  police  required  in  Kilkenny.  The 
hon.  Member  may  say  that  these  55 
extra  police  are  not  required.  It  was 
not  the  Lord  Lieutenant  who  placed 
them  there  of  his  own  accord ;  he  placed 
them  there  on  the  application  of  the  ma- 

gistrates.   The  hon.  Member  for  the 
ity  of  Cork  (Mr.  Fani^)  asks  on  what 
date  these  applications  of  the  magis- 
trates were  made  ?   On  that  point  I  am 
quite  ready  to  call  for  a  Be^um ;  they 
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are,  for  the  most  part,  of  considerable 
Btanding,  because  the  present  number  of 
the  police,  generally  speakiug,  represent 
what  the  magistrateB,  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  quiet  and  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, consider  ought  to  be  the  nomiaal 
force  of  the  country.  In  the  case  of 
Kilkenny,  however,  the  application  was 
made  in  1882.  I  have  only  made  a 
general  observation,  because,  whether 
uey  are  of  long  or  short  standing,  the 
magistrates,  I  feel  sure,  would  listen  to 
the  general  opinion  of  the  country ;  and, 
at  any  rate,  whatever  their  own  opinion 
might  be,  the  Oovemment  most  certainly 
would  listen  very  attentively  to  the  opi- 
nions of  the  magistrates  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  this  kind.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Oarlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  began  his  speech 
by  referring  to  the  City  of  Limerick, 
and  he  said  we  had  increased  the  police 
force  there  in  1862  on  account  of  the 
riotous  state  of  the  town,  and  yet  we  had 
obtained  no  convictions ;  we  had  not 
brought  any  prisoaers  either  before 
the  Petty  Sessions  magistrates,  or  be- 
fore  the  Assize  Judges.  "Well,  Sir, 
that  is  not  the  case.  I  say  that  in  the 
case  of  almost  every  riotous  disturb- 
ance that  is  recorded  in  Limerick  there 
was  some  conviction  more  or  less  im- 
portant. But  that  in  itself  is  not  all,  be- 
causethemaincauseof  the  bringing  extra 
police  into  Limerick  in  1882  was  the 
general  riotons  state  of  the  streets,  and 
the  danger'  in  which  policemen  would 
be  who  were  either  patrolling  singly,  or 
patrolling  at  too  great  a  distance  from 
their  nearest  comrade.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  says  that 
the  state  of  things  in  Ireland  is  so  op- 
pressive  that  he  almost  expects,  or  at 
any  rate  hopes,  that  the  English  people 
themselves  will  rise  up  and  put  an  end  to 
it.  Sir,  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  it 
is  altogether  judicious  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  English  people  to  the  question 
of  police  in  Ireland.  I  have  got  the 
figures  here  which  are  taken  from  the 
Isst  published  Criminal  and  Judicial 
Statistics — namely,  those  published  in 
1883  for  the  year  1882. 

BfR.  HEALT:  The  English  people 
control  their  police. 

Mr.  TBEVELYAN  :  I  am  aware  of 
the  main  arguments  of  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  upon  this  question ;  but  I 
was  speaking  about  the  financial  state  of 
Irelandj  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oarlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  referred.   I  find 
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that  in  England  the  total  cost  of  the 
police  was  £3,264,000;  of  that  the 
proportion  paid  by  the  localitiee  is 
£l,98a,000— that  is,  U.  6i.  per  head  is 
paid  by  the  population  of  England  to> 
wards  the  maintenance  of  their  police. 
In  Scotland  the  cost  of  the  pouce  is 
£331,000,  and  £197,000— that  is  to  say, 
Is.  \d.  per  head  of  the  population  is 
paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  police 
by  the  localities.   In  Ireland  the  total 
cost  of  the|K)liceinl882  was  £1,452,000. 
Thepartpaidbythe  people  was  £124,000 
— that  is  to  say,  Qd.  per  headof  the  popu- 
lation.   Since  then  the  total  cost  of  the 
police  in  Ireland  has  somewhat  risen ; 
and  I  take  it  that  the  part  paid  by  the 
community  has  risen  to  such  an  extent 
that  probably  it  comes  to  Id.  per  head. 
I  cannot  see  that  that  represents  a  state 
of  things  which  would  excite  the  over- 
whelming indignation  of  the  people  of 
England  if  it  were  brought  before  them. 
Well,  now,  the  hon.  Member  forMona- 
ghan  (Mr.  Healy)  has  just  suggested  one 
argument  bearing  upon  this  question; 
but  there  is  another  which,  of  course, 
every  hon.  Member  on  those  Benches 
feels  the  force  of,  and  that  is  that  though 
Ireland  pays  extremely  little  for  ue 
cost  of  her  police  the  cost  is  veiy  un- 
equally distributed.   If  it  were  td.  per 
head  for  the  whole  of  Ireland  that  was 
paid  towards  the  cost  of  the  police,  the 
tax  would  not  be  so  severely  felt,  and  I 
allow  that  Id.  per  head  grows  to  be  con- 
siderably more  in  the  counties  which  are 
specially  taxed;  but  in  only  one  case 
does  the  police  tax  amount  to  anything 
like  what  it  does  in  English  counties  ;  in 
no  part  of  Ireland,  except  in  the  City  of 
Dublin,  is  the  payment  at  all  equtd  to 
that  of  an  ordinary  English  county  or 
an  ordinary  English  town;   still,  un- 
doubtedly, in  many  places  it  is  consider- 
ably more  than  Id.  per  head.   The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  junior  Member  for  Cork 
(Mr.  Deasy)  referred  for  a  time  to  the 
police  for  the  0ty  of  Cork.   He  stated 
that  Captain  Plunkett  had  20  detectives 
on  his  staff.    Well,  Sir,  he  has  not  30 
detectives  on  his  sttm;  he  has  nine ;  and 
these  detectives  are  not  paid  for  by  the 
City.   I  explained  the  other  day  that 
the  hon.  Member  labours  under  a  mis- 
apprehension with  regard  to  the  police 
question  in  the  Cit^  of  Cork ;  no  excep- 
tion is  made  and  no  more  of  the  police 
force  are  charged  for  than  those  on 
duty. 
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Me.  beast  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  Captain  Plunkett 
stated  before  a  Committee  of  the  Cork 
Corporation,  a  few  weeks  back,  that  he 
had  22  deteetiTes  on  his  staff? 

Mb.  TBEVELTAN  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  it.  Captain  Plunkett  has  nine  detec- 
tives quartered  at  Cork,  and  those  are 
not  paid  for  by  the  City.  If  there  are 
any  othei:  detectives  besides,  they  would 
be  used  for  purely  local  purpoBes,  and 
they  would  be  as  much  local  policemen 
as  any  other  of  the  local  staff.  The  nine 
detettives  who  are  there,  are  there  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  general 
safety  of  the  Kingdom  by  preventing 
the  importation  of  dynamite,  and  check- 
ing the  arrival  of  dangerous  men  from 
America;  but,  as  I  have  said,  they  are 
not  charged  to  the  City.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Deasy)  asked  me  for  an 
assurance  that  meetings  would  not  be 
interfered  with  this  year.  On  that  point 
I  can  speak  very  positively  to  this  effect, 
that  our  interference  or  non-interference 
depends  upon  those  who  call  the  meet- 
ings together.  If  meetings  are  called 
together  in  places  where  there  are 
"Boycotted"  farms  in  any  number, 
and  places  where  outrages  directed 
against  special  persons  are  really  ap- 
prehended, and  places  where  special  per- 
sons would  be  put,  for  some  reason,  in 
fear  of  their  lives,  the  Irish  Government 
would  have  to  act  up  to  its  now  some- 
what long- established  principle  of  action. 
It  is  impossible  to  allow  meetings  to  be 
so  announced,  so  placarded,  and  so  con- 
ducted as  to  interfere  with  the  civil 
rights  of  individuals  by  putting  them 
in  terror  of  life  or  limb.  Those  parts 
of  the  country  in  which  that  is  likely  to 
be  the  case  are  now  few,  I  am  glad  to 
say ;  and  most  certainly,  so  far  as  ordi- 
nary political  excitement  is  concerned, 
the  G(ovemment  is  of  opinion  that  such 
excitement  is  rather  healthy  than  un- 
healthy. ["Oh,  oh  I"]  Yes,  that  is 
my  opinion ;  and  I  think  it  is  borne  out 
by  my  speeches.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick  (Mr.  O'Sullivan)  explained  to 
us  that  during  his  election,  which  ho 
said  was  an  election  exciting  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  the  town,  no  outrage 
or  rioting  took  place.  Our  general  ex- 
perience in  Ireland,  as  elsewhere,  is  that 
well-contested  elections,  whether  they 
are  for  municipal  or  Parliamentary  pur- 
poses, are  times  when  the  worst  passions 
of  the  people  are  merged  in  the  great 


flood  of  healthy  and  legitimate  excite- 
ment in  which  the  population  are  in- 
volved. So  far  as  tlut  is  the  case  with 
elections,  it  is  the  case  with  meetings 
which  are  held  for  purposes  of  getting 
up  political  feeling,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pme  for  which  some  meetings  have  been 
held  in  certain  parts  of  Ireland,  of  put- 
ting pressure  upon  the  minds  of  particu- 
lar individuals.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan) 
said  he  considered  the  number  of  the 
free  force  was  too  many,  and  he  asked 
for  Returns  from  the  different  counties. 
I  will  see  whether  the  Return  for  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  asks  can 
be  given.  I  have  got  a  little  Return 
here  which  shows  that  the  difference 
between  the  regular  normal  force  and 
the  real  force  is  about  5  per  cent.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  thinks  that 
Galway  is  badly  used  in  this  particular. 
"Well,  Sir,  that  is  not  the  case.  The 
free  force  in  each  of  the  Divisions  of 
Gal  way  is  in  one  case  288,  and  in  the  other 
289  men,  while  the  norinal  strength  is 
266  and  268  men  ;  so  that  Galway  pre- 
serves, as  nearly  as  possible,  the  actual 
average.  I  am  glad  to  inform  him  that 
Galway  is  a  county  in  which  there  have 
been  pretty  considerable  recent  reduc- 
tions of  the  extra  force.  The  force  has 
recontly  been  reduced  in  the  East  Rid- 
ing from  1 73  to  1-15,  and  in  theWest  Rid- 
ing it  has  recently  been  reduced  from 
220  to  200.  There  are  still  a  certain 
number  of  people  under  proteotion  in 
the  West  Riding ;  but  the  Biding  is  be- 
coming steadily  more  peaceable,  and 
further  reductions  may  be  hoped  for  at 
no  very  distant  period.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Longford  (Mr.  Justin  M*Carthy) 
asked  a  question  about  the  attendance 
of  shorthand  writers  with  the  police  at 
meetings — a  matter  which  shaU  receive 
my  almost  immediate  attention.  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  the  police  autho- 
rities could  he  induced  to  see  l^t,  at 
large  open  meetings  attended  by  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  shorthand  writers 
could  be  dispensed  with,  for  this  appears 
to  me  one  of  the  relics  of  a  more  turbulent 
state  of  things  which  we  may  hope  has 
passed  away.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Westmeath  (Mr.  Sullivan)  has  spoken 
with  some  severity  of  the  Government, 
because  they  allowed  a  witness  to  come 
back  to  the  country  where  he  had  been 
living,  and  then  sent  a  police  force  to 
protect  him.  The  hon.  Member  apnkecl 
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to  that  person  verj  strong,  thongh  pos- 
sibly not  undeserved,  language,  though 
I  must  say  I  think  he  should  have  ap- 
plied it  to  those  persons  who  were  con- 
victed by  that  man's  testimony.  He 
described  him  as  a  pet  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  as  a  very  valuable  individual. 
Not,  Sir,  I  must  say  that  I  think  it 
woqM  have  been  a  most  arbitrary  stretch 
of  power  for  the  Government  to  say 
where  a  man  should  or  should  not  live ; 
and  if  he  lives  where  he  chooses  to  lire, 
I  must  say  that  I  think  he  has  as  much 
ri^ht  to  our  protection  as  every  other 
citizen.  The  hon.  Mem,ber  has  asked 
me  whether  a  particular  lady — a  Miss 
Thompson — ^profits  by  the  protection  of 
the  police.  I  have  been  asked  that 
question  before,  and  it  shall  not  go 
without  an  answer.  I  regret  to  say  that 
I  have  known  some  other  instanoes  where 
a  person  does  profit  owing  to  the  attend- 
ance of  the  police.  As  to  the  presence 
of  extra  police  being  an  encouragement 
to  bad  landlords,  that  would  carry  the 
hon.  Member  very  much  further  thau  he 
probably  meant  to  go.  In  the  first  place, 
the  relations  between  landlord  and  ten- 
ant have  cow  been  placed  upon  such  a 
footing  that,  except  in  comparatively 
rare  cases,  a  man  can  hanliy  »iow  him- 
self a  bad  landlord. 

Mb.  he  ALT:  There  are  100,000 
leaseholders. 

Ub.  TBEVELYAN:  I  eatd  in  the 
minority  of  oases.  In  the  next  place, 
it  IS  an  extremely  dangerous  principle 
to  lay  down  that  you  are  not  to  keep  the 
number  of  police — the  force  which  the 
law  requires — in  order  to  enforce  the 
law,  because  certain  individuals  may 
strain  the  law.  I  cannot  imagine  any 
doctrine  which  would  lead  to  a  more 
perfect  state  of  lawlessness,  upheld  by 
the  moral  sanction  of  the  people.  Whe- 
ther a  man  strains  it  or  not,  the  law  is 
still  the  law  ;  and  you  cannot  aociiee  the 
police,  who  are  required  to  enforce  the 
law,  because  it  is  put  by  some  people  to 
a  use  which  you  would  not  wish  it  to 
be  put  to.  The  hon.  Member  for  Eanis 
(Mr.  Kenny)  has  asked  for  the  number 
of  extra  police  under  all  heads ;  but  I 
think  that  in  some  respects  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Far- 
nell)  has  relieved  me  from  that  tac^. 
At  the  same  time,  I  shfUl  be  glad  to 
provide  the  hon.  Member  for  Ennisvrith 
any  papers  or  particolus  that  he  may 
Irish  fbr.  They  lie  in  a  narrow  oompaas, 
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and  half-an-honr'a  reading  willpnt  him 
in  possession  of  the  facts.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  asked  what  is  the  pre- 
sent position  of  Mr.  Jenkinson,  and  whe- 
ther he  is  paid  out  of  this  Tote.  During 
the  last  few  months  Mr.  Jenkinson  has 
been  much  in  London,  guarding  the 
public  &om  the  attacks  which  have  been 
made  upon  them.  The  very  sezioos  case 
which  was  brought  to  ux  end  yesterday 
proves  that  these  attacks  are  not  imagi- 
nary. Now  that  the  case  is  over,  I  may 
say  that  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  to 
read  the  scientific  evidence  as  to  the 
effect  produced  by  these  bombshellB 
without  feeling  sure  that  they  were 
meant  for  murder,  and  that  they  oonld 
not  be  used  for  fuiy  other  purpose,  and 
murder  of  the  most  terrible  sort.  Any- 
one who  reads  this  evidence  cannot  fail 
to  see  that  the  men  who  use  these  wea- 
pons are  terrible  enemies,  and  Mr.  Jon- 
kinson's  duty  in  London  has  been  to 
enable  the  Government  to  meet  these 
enemies  with  success.  But  Mr.  Jenkin- 
son is  paid  out  of  the  Civil  Service  Vote, 
and  not  out  of  the  Tote  now  before  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  KENNY :  Will  he  for  the  future 
be  paid  out  of  the  Irish  Establishment, 
or  will  he  be  paid  out  of  the  English 
Totes  ?  Will  he  be  sent  back  to  Ire- 
land? 

Mb.  TBETELYAN  :  He  is,  of  oonrse, 
on  the  Irish  Establishment  at  present ; 
but  his  ultimate  position  will  have  to  be 
arranged  between  the  Irish  Govenmient 
and  the  Home  Office.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  asked  about  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
— whether  Mr.  0ifford  Lloyd's  position, 
as  defined  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, is  to  be  modified  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Magistrates  (Ireland) 
Salaries  Bill  ?  Sir,  what  was  stated  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  stated, 
if  I  may  use  the  expression,  baldly, 
without  any  other  circumstance  being 
mentioned.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is 
this — it  is  the  intention  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment that  all  appointments  to  these 
Divisional  Magistracies  shall  henceforth 
be  made  from  the  ranks  of  the  officers 
of  the  police,  and  Mr.  diffoi^  Lloyd 
does  not  belo^  to  that  Force.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Ennis  asks  me  to  ezrdain 
the  cause  of  the  increase  of  the  Esti- 
mate ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  say  anything  to  meet  his 
wishes,  because  on  one  occasion,  when  I 
made  a  speech  explaining  an  increase  in. 
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the  Estimate  in  the  case  of  the  Yote  for 
Law  Charges,  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Galway  (Mr.T.  P.  O'Connor),  in 
a  very  bright  speech  of  his  own,  charged 
me  with  having  made  a  discursive  and 
rambling  speech,  although  I  kept  very 
closely  indeed  to  the  Estimate.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  increase  in  pa}' 
arises  out  of  the  Act  46  &  47  Vict., 
which  was  passed  by  Parliament  last 
year,  end  is  caused  by  the  lodging  and 
bait  allowances,  which  were  granted 
pnreuant  to  the  recommendation  of  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  which  formed 
part  of  the  ^borate  financial  etatement 
which  I  made  to  the  House  on  a  pre- 
vious oocaeion.  The  prindpal  decreases 
are  in  extra  pay  and  in  travelling  ex- 
penses, owing  to  the  country  being  in  a 
more  settled  condition.  A  great  deal, 
however,  occurs  on  the  item  of  rent  of 
barracks.  Actually  the  amount  paid  has 
risen  by  £400 ;  but  I  apprehend  that  the 
very  great  decrease  in  the  rent  arises 
simjdy  from  the  fact  that  the  police  have 
now  ceased  to  pay  the  1«-  a-week  which 
they  did  pay  by  way  of  rent  for  their 
quarters.  The  hon.  Centlemau  referred 
to  the  case  of  Sub-Constable  Carroll, 
which  was  certainly  a  very  singular  and 
curious  case ;  but  a  case  in  which  the 
Ghrand  Jiuy,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  are 
absolutely  responsible.  It  is  not  a  case 
for  the  Executive  Government  at  all, 
except  so  far  as  we  might  adopt  the  re- 
commendation of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Clare  (Mr.O'Shea),andi8saeaCironlarto 
inform  police  constables  that  they  must 
not  keep  large  sums  of  money  about  them 
in  the  expectation  of  being  compensated 
by  the  Gtrand  Jury.  Whether  there  is 
sufficient  Ukelihood  of  such  cases  recur- 
ring to  make  such  a  Circular  necessary 
I  do  not  koow;  but  if  such  a  case  did 
recur,  and  no  such  Circular  was  issued, 
I  should  feel  a  little  guilty  towards  the 
locality  that  had  to  pay.  I  now  pass  on 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Clare,  who  asks 
me  whether  there  is  any  chance  of  the 
number  of  protection  huts  in  Clare  being 
diminished.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  in- 
form the  hon.  Member  that  there  baa 
been  a  veiy  substantial  reduction  re- 
cently in  Clare.  As  to  the  instances  in 
reference  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Oi^  of  Cork  (Mr.  Famell)  has  pro- 
Tided  statistics,  I  may  say  that  those 
statistios  are  not  up  to  the  very  latest 
date,  and  I  take  all  blame  to  myself  for 
that;  but  within  the  last  few  days  the 


number  of  extra  police  has  been  reduced 
from  235  to  200. 

Mr.  KENNY  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  the  sum  paid  for  Uiem 
was  over  £9,000  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELTAN  :  I  said  at  the  be- 
ginning that  this  was  a  very  important 
point,  and  that  I  believed  there  were 
counties  in  Ireland  where  considerable 
reductions  might  be  made.  If  the  force 
in  Clare  is  still  somewhat  in  excess — 
and  I  take  the  hon.  Member's  word 
for  that — I  cannot  hold  out  the  same 
hopes  of  further  reduction  as  in  other 
counties,  because  there  hare  been  rather 
serious  outrages  in  dare  within  the  last 
month,  and  the  state  of  the  district  is 
very  decidedly  disturbed.  The  hon. 
Member  for  waterford  (Mr.  Leamy) 
inquires  as  to  the  extra  police  at  Water- 
ford,  and  he  is  evidently  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  are  still  at  the  num- 
ber at  which  they  were  recently  put. 
But  the  police  have  been  reduced  to 
about  6S  from  all  sources — 16  from  one 
source  and  2U  from  another.  He  asks 
me  on  what  information  they  were  origi- 
nally sent  down  there.  It  was  upon  the 
information  of  the  Special  Kesident 
Magistrate  that  they  were  sent,  and  they 
have  been  reduced  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  same  gentleman,  who  is 
now  a  Divisional  Magistrate.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
ndl)  began  with  an  allusion  to  the 

Fievanoe  of  that  City.  Sir,  I  stated  that 
was  Tery  anxious  to  take  into  consi- 
deration Uie  onuiion  of  the  Corporation 
of  Cork.  Their  view  was  that  the  City 
requires  170  police.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— I  do  not  remember  who — said 
that,  in  his  opinion,  that  was  in  conse- 
quence of  some  misstatement,  or  some 
misrepresentation ;  but  their  statement 
is  that  their  0ty  requires  170  men,  and 
we  should  have  to  weigh  their  opinion 
most  carefully.  If  they  think  it  requires 
170  men  to  do  the  duty,  then  I  must  say 
that  a  great  community  like  Cork  does 
not  labour  under  a  great  pecuniary 
grievance,  whatever  may  be  their  griev- 
auce  in  not  having  the  control  of  the 
police,  in  having  to  pay  for  10  extra 
police—a  moiety  of  20 — at  a  cost  of  be- 
tween £800  and  £1,000  a-year.  The 
hon.  Member,  speakii^  of  the  Procla- 
mation under  iriiuh  the  police  were 
sent  down,  states  that  he  doubts  whe- 
ther any  Proclamation  was  justifiable. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  these 
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Proolamations  were  made,  for  the  moat 
part,  in  the  years  1881  and  1882,  vhen 
the  country  was  in  a  state  of  rer^  great 
and  dangerous  excitement,  and  when 
tiiere  was  a  very  great  amount  of  crime. 
Durmg  the  period  of  the  late  Qovern- 
ment  and  oi  the  Goremment  before  it 
the  Police  Force  of  Ireland  was  9,800 
men  or  thereabouts,  and  the  outrages 
were  very  few ;  but  when  the  outrages 
grew  up  to  the  enormous  numbers  of 
1881,  1882,  and  1883,  the  additional 
police  were  all  required— they  were  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  has  compared  the  amount  gained 
in  the  reduction  of  rents  with  the  amount 
paid  for  extra  police ;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, when  deahng  with  the  reduction  of 
rents,  only  gave  us  the  figures  of  the 
reductions  obtained  by  the  fixture  of  fair 
rents.  I  always  claim  to  have  added  to 
them  the  reductions  made  under  agree- 
ments, and  these  two  come  together  to 
considerably  over  £500,000  ;  and  I  am 
indined  to  think  that  at  least  as  much 
more— hon.  Members  opposite  would  say 
very  much  more  than  that— is  due  to  the 
indirect  operation  of  the  Land  Act,  and 
if  we  make  the  comparison  in  that  way, 
I  should  Bay  that  at  the  very  least  the 
Land  Act  has  put  10  times  as  much  into 
the  pockets  of  the  farmers,  in  the  shape 
of  reduced  rents,  as  has  beeu  taken  out 
to  pay  for  extra  police. 

Mb.PAEN.ELL:  It  was  not  the  Land 
Act  that  did  that. 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  so  completely  confined  himself 
to  the  operations  of  the  Land  Act,  that 
X  naturally  gave  the  Land  Act  credit  for 
it.  Now,  the  hon.  Member,  in  his  ap- 
peal to  the  Oommittee,  has  entirely  left 
out  of  sight  one  most  important  ques- 
tion, with  regard  to  which  I  have  not 
heard  a  single  word  said  to-day,  and 
that  is  the  question  of  the  police  peu- 
sions.  It  must  be  remembered  with 
regard  to  these  pensions— of  which  we 
heard  a  good  deal  yesterday,  when  they 
supplied  an  argument  or  a  comparison 
with  the  pensions  of  the  National  School 
teachers — that,  while  in  England  the 
State  contributes  nothing  at  all  of  any 
sort  or  kind,  in  Ireland  it  contributes 
everything. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  Shame  !  Give  them 
nothing. 

Mb.  TRETELYAN  :  I  am  stating  a 
financial  fact.   I  am  not  quite  sure  to 

J/r.  Trwtljfan 


which  oountry  that  expression  applies ; 
but,  as  I  have  already  stated,  this  mat- 
ter has  not  been  mentioned  before  to- 
day, although  it  neatly  reduces  any 
grievance  which  Ireland  may  have 
against  the  payment  of  Uie  extra  police. 
The  moment  the  extra  policeman  is 
taken  off,  the  county  pays  nothing  for 
him — it  gets  rid  of  him  entirely — but,  in 
England,  a  moiety  of  every  policeman  is 
paid  for  by  the  locality,  and  his  pension 
IS  paid  for  by  the  locality  alone.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Farnell)  has  asked  what  we  are  going 
to  do  with  the  reduction  of  the  police? 
The  hon.  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny) 
did  the  same,  and  both  hon.  Members 
gave  vent  to  something  approaching^  to 
a  serious  menace  in  the  shape  of  a  sort 
of  appeal  to  the  Irish  people  not  to  pay 
police  tax.  But  I  think  that  even  those 
hon.  Members  will  confess  that  if  you 
reduce  the  police  too  suddenly  and  too 
entirely  in  all  the  counties  in  Ireland, 
you  would  give  rise  to  a  state  of  things 
which  would  compel  an  increase  of  the 
police  tax.  I  would  never  for  a  moment 
consent  to  the  immediate  total  reduction 
of  the  extra  police  in  such  counties  as 
Kerry  or  Clare.  I  should  consider  it 
most  wicked  to  do  so,  both  for  the  sake 
of  those  counties  immediately,  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  peace  of  Ireland  in  the 
future.  But  the  Government  have  been, 
and  are,  anxious  to  take  advantage  of 
the  improved  state  of  the  country,  and 
to  reduce  the  police  in  a  fair  proportion. 
The  hon.  Member  has  stated,  with  per- 
fect accuracy  and  fairness,  the  amount 
of  the  reduction  that  has  been  made  in 
the  last  six  months.  The  net  reduction 
in  the  number  of  the  police  during  that 
period  has  been  about  475,  counting 
those  in  Clares  of  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  not  aware.  The  extra  police 
have  been  reduced  at  the  rate  of  about 
80  a  month — I  wish  I  could  say  that 
during  the  last  month  the  outrages  had 
fallen  off  quite  in  the  same  proportion. 
Well,  Sir,  at  such  frequent  intervals  do  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  write  around  to  the 
Resident  Magistrates  and  ascertain  what 
reductions  can  be  made,  that  even  eince 
these  figures,  from  which  I  was  enabled 
to  provide  this  Return,  came  in,  I  have 
been  told  of  four  counties  where  there 
are  hopes  of  reduction,  and  all  round 
Ireland  the  authorities  are  constantly 
looking  about  to  see  what  reductions 
can  be  made.     At  this  moment  it  is 
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lt(n>ed  that  almost  dirdotly  we  may 
rednee  all  the  extra  police  in  Donegal, 
all  the  extra  police  in  King's  Oounty, 
and  make  a  sobBtantial  reduction  of  25 
in  Sligo,  and  of  20  in  Tipperary.  If 
the  police  can  be  reduced  in  this  way — 
not  doing  it  for  dramatic  purposes ;  not 
for  political  purposes ;  not  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  spare  six  or  eight  hours* 
debate  upon  the  Estimates,  and  a  dis- 
agreeable BiviBion  at  the  end  of  it ;  but 
doing  it  conscientiously  and  practically, 
and  with  reference  to  the  state  of  each 
given  locality  where  the  rednction  is 
made — I  can  see  that  at  the  end  of  the 
next  six  months  there  would  be  a  very 
substantial  relief  to  the  ratepayers  of 
Ireland.  I  can  say  for  myself  that  I 
will  spare  no  exertion  to  see  that  these 
reductions  are  kept  up  to  the  very  maxi- 
mum which  we  can  indnce  the  local 
police  authorities  to  agree  to.  FurUier 
than  that  I  certainly  cannot  go ;  for,  in 
the  first  place,  I  am  ol  opinion  that  to 
run  the  risk  of  burdening  again  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country  by  any  renewal  of 
the  state  of  agitation  and  lawlessness 
which  before  existed  in  Ireland  would 
be  extremely  wrong ;  snd.  in  the  next 
place,  I  am  very  much  struck  by  the 
small  price  which  the  Irish  people  are 
called  on  to  bear  for  the  police  of  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  Oannot  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  us  the  relative  figures 
for  Bngland,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  ? 

Mb.T?BEVELYAI^  :  I  will  directly. 
I  am  very  anxious,  I  repeat,  to  reduce 
the  police;  but  I  cannot  do  it  at  the 
risk  of  any  renewed  agitation  or  dis- 
turbance. Another  motive  which  governs 
me  is  that  I  conceive  it  would  be  a  most 
terrible  confession,  both  for  rulers  and 
ruled,  if  the  alienation  between  the  two 
countries  should  be  so  complete  that  we 
could  not  hope  to  return  to  the  same 
state  of  law,  order,  and  goodwill  that 
existed  before  the  occurrence  of  the  out- 
rages and  crimes  of  1881  and  1862.  Sir, 
the  figures  which  have  been  given  to  me 
are  taken  from  the  Crimia  al  and  Judicial 
Statistics  for  the  year  1882,  when  the 
total  cost  of  police  in  England  and  Wales 
was  £3,264,000,  of  which  £1,985,000 
was  paid  by  the  localities — that  is  to 
say,  about  1«.  Qi.  per  head.  In  Soot- 
land  the  total  cost  was  £381,000,  of 
which  £197,000  was  paid  by  the  locali- 
ties ;  and  in  Ireland  the  cost  was 
£1,452,000. 


Mb.  FABNELL  :  What  is  the  mm 
this  year  ? 

Mb.  TBETELTAN  :  I  have  not  got 
the  figures ;  but  it  will  be  more  than 
that.  A  sum  of  £94,000  was  paid  for 
extra  police  in  the  country,  and  £50,000 
in  Dublin.  I  should  think  that  £144,000 
would  be  about  the  amount. 

Mb.  FABNELL  :  The  statement  in 
the  Estimates  does  not  refer  to  the 
Dublin  police  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  No. 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  What  is  the  amount 
for  Dublin  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  About  £51,000 ; 
and  my  impression  is  that  it  is  about 
£94,000  for  the  counties. 

Mr.  HEALY :  What  we  want  to  get 
at  is  this— is  the  connty  and  City  of 
Dublin  included  in  this  ? 

Mb.  TREYELYAN  :  They  are  not. 

Mb.  FARNELL  :  Then  you  add 
these  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN :  By  adding  the 
three  items  together  it  would  come  to 
£180,000. 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  said,  there 
was  one  point  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
did  not  touch  upon  in  that  part  of  his 
speech  in  which  he  expressed  his  desire 
to  lower  the  tax  now  levied  upon  the 
ratepayers,  and  that  was  the  number  of 
men  short  upon  the  Establishment.  He 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject  at 
various  times  by  Questions  and  in  other 
ways;  but  he  had  never  been  able  to 
get  a  satisfactory  reply  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Not  only  he,  but  others  had  also 
called  attention  to  this  question  without 
getting  any  satisfactory  answer.  He 
understood  that  in  December  1882,  the 
free  force,  so  ealled,  was  630  men  short, 
and  the  extra  force  for  which  the  country 
had  to  pay  was  3,426.  Thatnumberhad 
now  been  reduced  to  2,827 ;  but  he  had 
not  been  told  what  state  the  free  force 
was  in.  If  it  was  600  men  short  at  the 
present  moment,  as  he  believed  it  was, 
why  was  not  the  country — why  were  not 
the  ratepayers — credited  with- those  600 
men  ;  why  did  not  the  Government  give 
the  country  their  full  free  force,  and  re- 
duce the  extra  men  by  600  ?  That  was 
to  say,  why  did  not  the  Government  re- 
duce the  extra  police  by  about  one- 
fourth?  To  him  it  seemed  they  were 
entitled  to  have  a  free  force  of  10,000 
men ;  but  instead  of  having  that  number 
they  only  got  9,000,  and  yet  the  Qoveru- 
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ment  o1ia]^*ed  them  for  the  full  3,000 
extra  men.  He  thought  they  ought  to 
have  their  full  free  force  before  they  were 
charged  for  an  extra  force. 

Mh.  EEALY  said,  he  was  sure  the 
Irish  Members  below  the  Gangway  were 
extremely  glad  to  receive  the  support  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Q-entleman  the  Member 
for  the  County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  had  given  them.  He  thought 
that  when  Gentlemen  in  the  position  and 
holding  the  politics  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  supported  them,  it 
was  time  for  the  Government  to  con- 
sider  whether  this  grievance  was  not  one 
that  should  be  seriously  looked  into, 
espeoially  when  it  was  evident  from  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  and  ^^ant  Gentle- 
man that  tiiere  was  no  pnvilege  at  stake. 
They  were  told  Utat  it  require  a  certain 
number  of  police  to  keep  down  crime  and 
outrage ;  and  although  they  were  en- 
titled to  a  certain  number  under  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  they  did  not  get  them,  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  Irish  people  would 
be  as  satisfied  with  coercion  by  a  free 
force  as  being  coerced  by  a  force  for 
which  the^  had  to  pay  extra.  That  was 
a  contention  that  every  Conservative 
could  support  as  well  as  every  Na- 
tionalist, and  it  was  astonishing  that 
the  Government  should  act  in  the  way 
they  were  doing.  He  trusted  that  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  County  of 
Dublin  (Colonel  King-Harman)  would 
be  read  by  the  narrow-minded  landlords 
throughout  the  oountr^j  It  really 
proved  that  it  was  not  m  the  interest  of 
the  Iandl<n^  to  go  on  maintaining  a 
force  that  ought  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
British  Exchequer.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  used  a  very  remark- 
able sentence  when  he  said  he  would 
make  a  maximum  reduction  if  he  could 
induce  the  local  poliee  authorities  to 
agree.  But  what  did  that  mean?  It 
meant  that  they  were  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  landlords;  the  local 
landlords  would  "Boycott"  them  and 
their  wives  and  families  imless  they  did 
as  they  were  required.  The  Poliee 
Inspector  would  not  be  asked  to  the 
landlords'  dinner,  and  the  magistrates' 
wives  and  daughters  would  not  be  able 
to  stretch  their  legs  under  the  landlords' 
mi^gany.  Now  they  had  had  the 
sensible  and  clear  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  he  was  snre  the  stupid 
hmdlords  would  begin  to  see  they  had 


no  partionlar  interMt  in  allowing  the 
country  to  be  swindled  on  the  present 
system,  and  would  cease  to  **  Boycott " 
the  local  magistrates  and  local  Inspec- 
tors of  police  if  they  made  the  recom- 
mendations that  the  Government  said  they 
would  appeal  for.  This  was  entirely  a 
matter  which  was  dependent  on  the  local 
feeliogs  of  the  landlords.  If  the  land- 
lords would  now  be  induced  to  see,  from 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman, that  the  free  force  was  quite 
sufficient  to  get  them  their  rents,  they 
would  at  once  have  recommendations 
from  all  the  little  landlords  throughout 
the  country,  recommendations  coming  op 
from  them  that  the  &ee  force  might  be 
relied  on,  so  that  expense  should  be 
saved,  and  they  would  thus  have  very 
valuable  results  from  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gtentleman.  But  if 
that  was  not  the  case,  he  wonld  put  this 
point  to  the  Government.  If  the  Go- 
vernment still  persisted  in  keeping  up 
the  paid  free  force  he  would  put  this 
case.  At  prment  the  expense  of  the 
force  was  thrown  entirely  upon  the  coanty 
cess,  as  there  was  much  more  likelihood 
that  people  would  strike  against  the 
poor  rates  than  the  county  cess.  The 
poor  rates  involved  a  vote,  and  the 
people  had  always  been  recommended  to 
pay  their  poor  rates  in  order  that  they 
might  have  a  vote.  In  his  opinion,  how- 
ever, this  charge  ought  to  fall  on  the 
poor  rates  and  not  on  the  county  cess, 
more  eBpe<dally  as  the  landlord  paid  half 
the  poor  rate.  The  landlord  was  the 
person  who  wanted  these  extra  police, 
and  it  was  therefore  monstrous  that  the 
people  should  have  to  pay  that  out  of 
the  county  cess.  11  it  was  thrown  a^n 
the  poor  rates,  and  the  landlords  having 
to  pay  half  the  rate,  and  not  now  being 
able  to  raise  the  rents  as  they  used  to  do, 
the  landlords  would  be  much  more  care- 
ful in  asking  for  these  extra  police  when 
they  knew  they  would  have  to  pay  half 
the  cost.  He  would  ask  the  Government 
to  consider,  if  there  were  not  to  be  a  stand 
against  this  extra  police  tax,  and  in  view 
of  the  unfair  amount  that  the  people  had 
to  pay,  whether  they  would  not  change 
the  incidence  of  the  tax  to  the  poor  rat*, 
which  the  people  had  a  clear  incitement 
to  pay  in  view  of  obtaining  the  vote,  and 
which  was  an  incitement  to  the  landlords 
not  to  call  for  extoa  police  because  they 
would  have  to  pay  somo  trifle  of  the 
money  themselves  ?  It  was  very  remark-^ 
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able  that  the  Oovenimeiit  should  rely 
solely  on  the  demands  of  the  mafiristrates 
in  these  instances.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  County  of  EilksDny  (Mr.  Marum) 
referred  to  that,  and  stated  that  the 
Government  would  be  willing  to  listen  to 
what  the  magistrates  had  got  to  say. 
Of  course,  seeing  that  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  just  admitted  it  was  on  the 
demand  of  the  magistrates  the  extra 
police  force  was  given,  of  course  on  the 
demand  of  the  magistrates  that  force 
would  be  reduced.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  landlords  vere  out  of  the 
countrr,  but  he  believed  that  if  every 
one  of  them  were  out  of  the  country 
there  would  he  more  peace  and  order 
than  there  was  at  present.  The  land- 
lords in  the  country  were  the  chief  cause 
of  the  crime,  disorder,  and  outrage  that 
prevailed ;  the  magistrates,  therefore, 
being  the  sole  fount  of  opinion  the  Go- 
vernment had  to  go  to,  the  Government 
could  only  expect  the  one  reply,  so  long 
as  it  cost  them  not  one  single  penny  to 
saddle  the  people  with  this  extra  police 
force.  Let  them  get  some  other  advice 
in  Ireland  besides  these  interested  par- 
ties. Where  were  the  people  to  come  in 
in  this  matter?  There  were  5,000,000 
of  people  in  the  country  and  about 
100,000  officials;  the  5,000,000  counted 
for  nothing,  and  the  100,000  officials 
counted  for  everything.  Had  not  the 
time  come,  therefore,  when  the  people 
should  have  some  assurance  on  this 
matter  ?  As  had  been  said  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  hoped  they  should 
come  back  to  the  time  when  there  might 
be  pleasant  relations  between  England 
and  Ireland,  but  how  could  they  have 
those  pleasant  relations  when  the  people 
were  entirely  unconsulted  on  these  mat- 
ters? Take,  for  instance,  the  way  in 
which  Captain  M'Kernaghau  was  treated 
after  Francis  Hines  was  hanged.  He 
was  removed  from  the  County  Ferma- 
nagh because  he  gave  decisions  against 
the  Orange  interest.  He  was  "  Boy- 
cotted," and  he  was  nowscaroelyreceived 
by  a  single  magistrate  in  the  country. 
Such  things  exercised  an  enormous  pres- 
sure  upon  the  minds  of  these  people. 
Thrae  local  officials  were  obliged  to  go 
in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
local  hierarchy,  the  landlords ;  therefore, 
when  the  Government  asked  for  the 
opinions  of  the  officials  they  were  only 
getting  the  opinion  of  the  magis- 
trates  themselves,  not   tho  opinions 
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of  ^6  people  of  the  country.  The 
Government  to-day  had  also  drawn 
attention  to  the  extraordinary  gene- 
rosity of  the  Government  towards 
the  police  in  the  matter  of  pensions. 
There  was  also  a  Police  Bill  before  the 
House  to  give  pensions  to  the  police  of 
Scotland.  But  did  the  Irish  Members 
wish  to  pension  the  Irish  police  ?  Not 
a  bit  of  it.  Out  the  pensions  off  to- 
morrow and  ask  for  their  support,  and 
they  would  be  most  joyfully  gambolling 
to  the  Lobby  to  support  the  Government. 
They  spoke  of  the  high  amount  they 
paid  per  head  to  what  they  paid  in  Ire- 
land. Was  that  the  Irish  Party's  fault  ? 
If  the  Government  increased  the  wages 
and  the  pensions,  the  Irish  Members 
did  not  ask  them  to  do  it.  No,  it  was 
because  the  police  struck,  and  would 
have  turned  their  bayonets  against  the 
Government.  It  was  a  condition  of 
things  brought  about  entirely  by  the 
Government.  They  paid  the  Irish 
police  extravagant  sums  and  gave  them 

f tensions,  and  then  said  that  in  £n^- 
and  they  only  paid  Sd.  or  lOd.  in 
the  pound,  whilst  in  Ireland  it  was 
Sa.  ed.  in  the  pound.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  the  Government  should  re- 
sort to  that  kind  of  logic.  If  they  wished 
to  make  a  proper  comparison  between 
England  and  Ireland,  they  must  put  in 
force  the  system  that  prevailed  in  Eng- 
land. He  thought  a  great  deal  of  weight 
would  be  attached  in  Ireland  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell)  with  regard  to 
this  free  force.  The  fact  that  the  ooun- 
try  was  paying  £180,000  per  annum  for 
police  they  did  not  want  aad  could  not 
control,  would  be  taken  into  serious 
consideration  by  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  grievances  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  so  cunningly  glossed  over  by  the 
Administration  ot  the  country,  that  it 
was  hard  to  get  at  them.  They  had  to 
peg  away  in  that  House  for  weeks  and 
weeks,  and  months  and  months ;  and  it 
was  only  now  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  getting  the  facts  of  this  free  force 
out  of  the  Government.  Now  that  the 
people  would  know  that  in  the  City  of 
Dublin  alone  they  paid  £50,000  a-year, 
and  outside  £130,000,  he  ventured  to 
think  that  the  Irish  people  would  take 
this  matter  seriously  to  heart,  and  be- 
fore long  they  would  have  such  an  out- 
cry that  the  Government  would  be  com- 
peUed  to  change  ^  gj^^^.^  GoOglc 
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LoBD  ■  RANDOLPH  OHUROHILL 
■aid,  he  wanted  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Oommittee  for  a  fev  minutes  to  the 
oosta^theLiberalQcTernment  in  Ireland, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Ijord  Lieutenant  had 
xaaAo  some  remarks  as  to  what  hap- 
penedi  and  endeaTonred  to  show  that 
the  state  of  Irdand  was  never  better 
than  it  waa  now.  The  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  I^rd  lieutenant  waa  asking  the 
Oommittee  for  a  very  lai^e  sum  of 
money;  he  was  asking  for  £1,440,000 
for  the  Constabulary  of  Ireland,  and 
had  just  had  £146,000  for  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police.  He  (Lord  Ban- 
dolph  Churchill)  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  followed  the 
example  of  his  Predecessor,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster),  and  should 
have  given  the  Committee  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  absolutely 
no  information  as  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, and  not  a  single  Member  of  the 
Committee  would  be  able  to  say  whether 
the  oondition  of  the  country  was  more 
tarourable  or  less  favourable  than  last 
year  or  the  year  before.  Oonsiderio^ 
this  sum  waa  very  large,  considering  it 
Tas  an  increase  on  last  year,  and  con- 
ndering  that  it  had  been,  as  far  as  he 
oould  recollect,  the  invariable  practice 
of  former  Chief  Secretaries  always  to 
give  some  information  as  to  the  social 
condition  of  Ireland,  he  certainly  trusted 
that  the  Committee  would  not  sanction 
this  Vote  without  getting  further  infor- 
mation from  the  Government  as  to  those 
poiots,  because  it  appeared  to  him  the 
design  of  the  Government  was  perfectly 
obvious.  They  wished  to  go  down  to 
the  country,  to  their  constituents  and 
followers  in  England,  and  point  to  the 
greatly  improved  condition  of  Ireland, 
to  the  almost  total  absence  of  crime,  and 
then  attribute  that  improvement  to  the 

S round  of  their  remedial  legislation, 
ut  what  did  they  find  from  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  of  the  City  of  Cork 
(Ur.  Painell)  ?  They  found  there  was 
an  extraordinary  diminution  of  agrarian 
outrage,  having  sunk,  as  they  saw  from 
the  list  of  the  last  quarter,  from  four  to 
nothing.  The  outrages  during  the  last 
quarter  were  180,  of  which  93  were 
threatening  letters ;  and,  of  course,  threat* 
eninff  letters  were  excluded  from  the 
calotuation  in  considering  Irish  crime; 


so  that  the  state  of  Ireland,  so  £ar  as 
agrarian  crime  was  concerned,  was  roaUy 
nought.  Without  agrarian  crime,  there 
was  hardly  any  sort  of  crime  in  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  pointed  out  that,  although  the 
state  of  Ireland,  so  fax  as  agrarian  crime 
was  concerned,  was  normal,  or  less  than 
normal,  the  extra  police  who  were  being 
maintained  in  Ireland  by  the  ratepayers, 
over  this  Vote  for  which  the  Committee 
was  now  being  asked,  amounted  in 
number  to  3,000  practically,  and  cost  in 
money  £180,000  over  the  Vote.  That 
was  what  the  hon.  Member  for  the  CSty 
of  Cork  had  stated ;  but  he  should  like 
to  add  an  illustration  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Committee,  or  anyone  outside 
who  might  care  to  read  it.  The  cost  of 
the  administration,  in  addition  to  the 
£50,000  for  Dublin,  and  in  addition  to 
the  £180,000  for  extra  police,  should  be 
put  down  at  another  £100,000.  or  nearly 
£100,000  for  the  expenses  of  their  land 
legislation.  That  was  the  cost  of  the 
Liberal  government  of  Ireland.  That 
being  so,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  get  the 
Estimates  for  the  last  two  years  the  late 
Government  were  in  Office,  and  they 
were  really  worth  the  attention  of  the 
Committee.    He  would  take  the  year 

1878,  at  the  same  time  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  bear  in  mind  what  the  Chief 
Secretary  insinuated  as  to  the  condition 
of  Ireland  at  that  time.  The  Vote  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  now  asking  for  waa 
£1,600,000.  The  Vote  which  the  late 
Government  asked  for  was,  in  round 
numbers,  £1,000,000.  That  waa  in 
1878  ;  so  that  there  was  now  an  increase 
over  1878  of  £500.000.  But  the  cost  of 
the  extra  police  in  1878  amounted  to 
only  £27,500,  and  the  extra  police  in 
proclaimed  districts  was  only  £332. 
£27,000  in  1878  against  £180,000  in 
1884,  after  four  years  of  Liberal  Goirem- 
ment.  But  the  year  1879  was  a  still 
more  favourable  one.  In  1879  he  found 
— and  this  was  the  last  year  of  OflS.ce  of 
the  late  Government — the  cost  of  the 
Constabulary  in  Ireland  was  agun, 
roundly  speaking,  £1.000,000,  no  in- 
crease  to  speak  of ;  and  the  extra  police 
cost  to  Uie  Irish  people  was  less  than  the 
year  before,  being  only  £25,000,  and 
the  extra  police  in  proclaimed  districts 
waa  only  £350.   That  was  in  1878  and 

1879,  when,  he  ventured  to  state,  the 
statistics  of  Irish  crime,  such  as  th^ 
had  be«i  favoured  witl^io-day,  .were,  if 
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possible,  higher  than  at  the  present 
moment.  That  was  what  the  people  of 
this  country  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
had  to  pay  for  the  luxury  of  Liberal 
Goveroment ;  an  increase  of  £50D,000 
alone  in  the  Constabulary  Vote,  and 
an  increase  of  £160,000  in  the  cost  of 
extra  police ;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of 
those  figures,  the  Ohief  Secretary  did 
not  trouble  to  give  to  the  Committee  the 
slightest  authentic  information  as  to 
what  were  the  Government's  views  of 
the  state  of  Ireland;  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  crisis  Ireland  went 
throagh  two  or  three  years  ago,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  trouble  to 
^ve  the  Committee  the  slightest  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  Ireland  from 
the  records  of  Dublin  Castle,  or  as  to 
the  policy  the  Government  meant  to  pur- 
sue. The  Chief  Secretary  did  say  that, 
BO  far  as  the  reduction  of  the  extra  police 
was  concerned,  he  had  been  looking  it 
over  calmly,  and,  perhaps,  in  four 
counties  there  might  be  some  hope  of  a 
reduction. 

Mr.  TREVELTAN  :  I  said  that  for 
the  last  six  months  we  had  been  re- 
ducing the  number  of  extra  men  by  bO 
a  month;  that  I  could  not  name  the  re- 
duction that  would  take  place ;  but  I 
named  those  counties  in  which  the  force 
had  been  reduced,  and  I  have  every 
hope  of  going  on  redooing  the  number 
for  some  time  to  come. 

LoED  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said^  he  apologized  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary if  he  did  not  hear  him  correctly,  for 
there  were  some  Liberal  Members  below 
the  Gangway  who  carried  on  so  loud  a 
conversation  that  he  had  the  greatest 
diflSculty  in  following  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  say.  But  he  wished 
to  put  this  to  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
the  Committee.  Seeing  that  the  Sesaion 
had  nearly  terminated,  and  that  statistics 
were  now  before  the  House ;  considering 
that  wss  the  last  opportunity  they  would 
have  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  Ireland 
before  the  Autumn  Session,  he  should 
like  the  Chief  Secretary,  if  he  would  so 
far  trouble  himself,  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee more  comprehensively  and  more 
lucidly  what  was  the  exact  state  of  Ire- 
land -with,  respect  to  crime,  and  what 
were  the  prospects  of  Irdand  returning 
before  long  to  a  more  Conetitutional  and 
more  normal  Government.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  represented  the 
boroogh  of  Huntingdon  (Sir  Robert 


Peel)  said  that  the  state  of  Ireland  was 
repugnant  to  the  English  mind.  So  it 
was,  and  he  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
believed  there  was  not  a  man  on  either 
side  of  the  House  who  did  not  admit  that 
the  form  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
plied to  Ireland  was  repugnant.  There- 
fore, viewing  the  fact  that  the  form  of 
Government  was  entirely  different  firom 
that  of  this  country  ;  viewing  the  utter- 
ances that  the  Liberal  Ministry  were 
continually  using  with  respect  to  Ireland 
and  the  suoceas  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration; viewing  all  these  things, 
and  seeing  the  enormous  contrast  be- 
tween the  sums  of  money  asked  for  by 
the  late  and  the  present  Governments, 
he  invited  the  Chief  Secretary  to  give 
them  some  further  information  as  to  the 
state  of  Ireland. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  that  as  the 
Chief  Secretary  did  not  rise  immediately, 
he  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  one 
point  in  connection  with  this  extra  police 
force— namely,  that  the  taxation  for  extra 
police  should  only  be  put  in  force  when 
tbe  free  force,  to  which  the  country  was 
entitled,  stood  at  its  full  complement.  In 
the  year  ending  March  31,  1883,  they 
had  voted  £11,632,000  for  the  cost  of 
the  Constabulary  in  Ireland.  Of  that 
no  less  than  £92,000  had  been  saved; 
but  the  saving  was  to  some  extent 
balanced  by  £33,000  of  extra  cost.  The 
saving  was,  to  a  large  extent,  made  out 
of  pay  and  extra  pay,  the  country  being 
so  quiet  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
spend  all  the  money  that  had  been 
voted.  But,  in  regard  to  extra  money, 
fuel  and  light  were  stated  as  having  cost 
nearly  £5,000.  The  Committee  ought 
to  know  how  this  large  sum  came  to  be 
required,  the  exact  sum  put  down  as 
being  spent  for  these  purposes  was 
£4,894.  Then,  again,  there  was  a  large 
sum,  £3,8-i0,  for  arms  and  ammunition 
for  the  Constabulary  ;  a  groat  deal  of 
the  extra  charge  of  £33,000  consisting 
of  money  put  down  fur  these  purposes. 
It  might  be  asked,  why  was  it  that  when 
they  had  effected  so  large  a  saving  on 
the  previous  year  that  ue  Government 
should  charge  the  country  anything  in 
the  shape  of  extra  rates?  As  it  was, 
the  Government  chajge  to  the  country, 
by  way  of  extra  rates,  was  £84,000. 
This  question  of  over-estimating  the  cost 
of  the  police  and  charging  the  counties 
with  extra  rates  was  an  important  one, 
and  he  thought  the  system  most  unfair ; 
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and  ho  ihoiild  like  to  ftsk  the  Ohief 
Seoretaty  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  if 
there  was  any  expectation  that  there 
vould  be  a  savins^  out  of  the  £150,000, 
mch  as  there  had  been  last  year.  This 
over-drawing  of  accounts  should  be 
aroided  as  much  as  possible,  because  it 
waa  sure  to  lead  to  waste.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Mr.  Ghilders)  should  look 
after  that  matter  very  doaely.  Tbe 
ordinary  Estimate  for  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion was  £1,900,  and  yet  the  sum  that 
had  been  expended  in  these  things  was 
£3,840.  That  could  not  have  been 
needed  by  anything  that  had  occurred 
in  the  country,  and,  to  his  mind,  there 
had  been  extravagance  and  waste  simply 
because  FarUament  had  voted  so  much 
money.  The  House  of  Oommons  ought 
not  to  encourage  this  sort  of  thing  by 
voting  any  larger  sum  than  was  likely  to 
be  actually  needed. 

CowNBL  COLTHUEST  said,  he,  for 
one,  should  be  sorry  to  interfere  with  the 
charge  made  for  extra  police  in  any  dis- 
trict where  outrages  were  shown  to  have 
oconzred;  but  he  desired  to  point  out 
how  unfairly  the  existing  system  worked. 
In  the  county  of  Cork,  in  a  district  with 
which  he  was  acquainted,  the  police 
force  had  been  reduced  below  the  neces- 
sary level,  and  the  number  of  men  at  the 
station  was  the  smallest  number  that 
oould  supply  patrols,  the  strength  being 
reduced  to  some  two  men,  tbe  rest  being 
sent  to  some  other  county  instead  of  the 
necessary  number  of  extra  men  being 
aent  from  Dublin  to  such  counties  where 
the  numbers  might  be  short  of  the  full 
establishment,  or  of  what  might  be  spe- 
cially needed.  Under  a  system  by  which 
men  were  taken  from  this  or  that 
county  station  to  supply  deficiencies  else- 
where, the  consequence  was  that  patrol- 
ling ceased  and  outrages  commenced,  so 
tlukt,  in  a  little  time,  it  might  be  necessary 
to  send  extra  police,  which  would  be 
charged  on  the  cUstrict  in  which  outrages 
mi^ht  occur,  owing  to  the  number  of 
pohoe  having  been  thus  reduced.  He 
thought  the  whole  system  of  extra  police, 
as  had  been  well  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  County 
of  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Harman),  re- 
quired to  be  revised  ;  and  he  certainly 
should  support  any  proposal  to  reduce 
this  Vote,  for  this  reason  and  no  other — 
that  he  did  not  object  to  making  the 
districts  pay  for  extra  police  where  they 
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were  rendered  necessary  by  outrages; 
but  he  did  object  to  the  rules  being  in- 
creased through  the  necessity  of  sending 
extra  men  to  districts  in  wMch  the  sta- 
tions had  been  denuded  of  their  ordinary 
complement  of  men. 

Mb.  T.  F.  0*CONNOB  said,  he  was 
sorry  to  interv^e  betwe«L  the  Govem- 
meat  and  the  statement  they  were  about 
to  make  to  the  Committee,  which  he  waa 
sure  was  at  the  present  moment  in  a  state 
of  nervous  anxiety,  that  had  been  created 
by  the  reference  made  to  another  subject, 
to  be  discussed  bye-and*bye.  He  felt 
assured  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  kindly  pardon  him  for  preventing 
them,  by  thisinterpoaitioD,  from  fulfilling 
the  expectation  of  the  last  triumph  they 
bad  prepared  for  themselves  in  the  state- 
ment on  that  other  matter  they  were 
desirous  of  submitting  to  the  House. 
But,  in  spite  of  the  anxiety  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  announce  their  victory,  he 
must  take  leave  to  detain  the  Committee 
by  a  few  remarks  on  an  important  ques- 
tion that  had  been  brought  before  it  by 
various  Members  for  Irisn  constituencies. 
He  could  not  think  that  this  discussion 
had  been  particularly  satisfactory  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  It  had  been 
characteriEcd  by  what  had  been  the  main 
features  of  all  the  discussions  they  had 
had  throughout  the  week  on  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Irish  Constabulary — namely, 
that  all  the  facts  and  arguments  were  on 
one  side,  and  all  the  miserable  and 
shallow  pretences  on  the  other.  There 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  this  remarkable 
fact,  that  they  had  had  the  Bepresenta- 
tives  of  all  sections  of  Irish  opinion  de- 
nouncing Her  Majea^'s  Government, 
and  they  had  had  the  Kepresentatives  of 
every  constituency  that  was  practically 
affected  by  the  police  tax  rising  up,  an^ 
in  the  names  of  their  constituentB,  con- 
demning that  tax.  They  had  had  that 
tea  denounced  with  equal  fervour  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cork  (Colonel  Ocdthnrst), 
who  was  ordinarily  one  of  the  loyal  sup- 
porters of  the  Government;  and  th^ 
had  also  had  it  reprobated  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  those  (the  Irish)  Benches, 
who  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  per- 
sistently loyal  in  the  confidence  ^ey 
^ve  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Even  tiie  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
the  County  of  DubRn  (Colonel  ICing- 
Harman),  who  almost  invariably  dis- 
agreed—and  hotly  diflwreed — ^riih  tiie 
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opinionB  expressed  on  those  (the  Irish) 
Benches,  had  concurred  with  them  on 
that  occasion,  in  bringing  against  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  charge  that 
they  had  not  deferred  in  any  way  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Irish  people.  The  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  ^Uant  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  the  County  of  Dublin 
agreed  with  that  of  the  hon.  Euid  gal- 
lant Qentleman  the  Member  for  Cork 
(Oolonel  Golthnrst),  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  ought  to  be  compelled  to  pay  for 
the  large  extra  force  widi  which  they 
sought  to  chai^  the  Irish  people.  He 
would  now  turn  to  another  point  — 
namely,  that  upon  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  in  dealing  with  the 
large  amount  the  Irish  people  had  to 
pay  for  the  police,  had  indulged  in  one 
of  his  favourite  answers  to  the  argu- 
ments employed  by  the  Irish  Members. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  entered 
ou  what  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  could 
not  but  term  a  mischievous  aud  foolish 
comparison  between  the  respective  pay- 
ments of  the  English  and  Irish  tax- 
payers. Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
think  that  the  conditions  of  the  tax- 
payers in  the  two  countries  supplied  a 
fair  basis  of  comparison?  The  right 
lum.  Gentleman  was  positively  eloquent 
on  the  small  amount  per  head  paid  by 
the  people  of  Ireland  as  compared  with 
those  of  this  country.  Let  uem  take, 
for  example,  the  case  of  the  county  of 
Galway.  Let  them  just  look  at  the 
large  amount  the  people  of  the  county 
of  Galway  had  to  pay — namely,  £14,960. 
There  were  several  other  counties  that 
had  to  pay  equally  large  sums ;  and  yet 
it  was  a  fact  that  the  Province  of  Con- 
naught,  which  was  called  upon  for  such 
vast  sums  as  oonipared  with  its  actual 
resources,  was  a  Province  in  which  the 
people  were  in  such  a  condition  that 
fhey  oould  not  afford  to  pay  so  heavy  a 
charge,  many  of  them  having  to  live  in 
houses  which  had  been  frequently  dis- 
oribed  as  hardly  fit  for  beasts.  In  that 
of  Ireland,  in  which  the  tenant 
ers  were  scarcely  above  the  position 
(Xf  labourers,  they  were,  nevertheless, 
compelled  to  pay  these  eiorbitant  charges 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  police  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  The  right 
non.  Gentleman,  in  reply  to  the  inter- 
ruptions which  had  come  from  those 
(the  Irish)  Benches,  had  asked  what 
was  the  ditference  between  the  amount 


of  crime  that  had  to  be  dealt  with  nndei 
the  late  Conservative  Government  and 
that  which  had  to  be  met  by  the  present 
Liberal  Administration  ?  The  questioA 
was,  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  tihought, 
sheer  nonsense.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  there  was  three  times  tha 
amount  of  crime  during  some  of  tha 
years  in  which  the  late  OonservatiTe 
Administration  held  OflELoe. 

Mb.  TBEVELYAN  said,  he  had  not 
made  that  statement. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'OONNOB  said,  at  any 
rate,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
there  was  under  the  late  Government 
sometimes  as  much  crime  as  there  was 
at  the  present  moment  in  Ireland.  Now, 
how  did  that  statement  agree  with  the 
very  remarkable  figures  that  had  been 
brought  before  the  Committee  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock 
(Loni  Randolph  Churchill)  ?  The  fact 
was  that  crime  was  three  times  less  than 
it  was  during  the  last  months  of  the  late 
Administration ;  and  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing the  decrease  of  crime  there  was  the 
enormous  increase  of  £600,000  in  the 
amount  charged  for  its  repreraion.  Let 
the  Committee  realize  this— three  times 
as  little  crime,  and  £500^000  more  to 
pay  in  tiie  shape  of  police  taxation !  He 
could  not  but  uiink  that  the  Government 
must  be  utter^  unable  to  reconcile  theae 
two  sets  of  figures.  The  noble  Lord 
would  be  justified,  when  he  went  down 
to  his  constituents,  in  drawing  attention 
to  these  bloated  charges  whitm  a  Liberal 
Administration  were  calling  on  the  Irish 
people  to  pay.  He  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  recall  the  remarkable  scenes 
they  had  lately  witnessed  in  that  House 
when  the  arguments  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  the  different  questions  they  had 
brought  forward  had  found  acceptance 
in  all  parte  of  the  House.  These  things 
showed  that  the  exposures  made  by  the 
Irish  Members  of  what  had  been  going 
on  in  Ireland  were  be^nning  to  tel^ 
and  that  the  secret  of  Irish  Govemmeat 
was  ceasing  to  be  a  secret,  bat  wu 
rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  oomm<m 
places  of  politics,  the  discussion  of  which 
must  immediateW^  precede  a  drastic  re- 
form. They  had  discussed,  last  night, 
the  question  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland  ;  and  a  great  many  English 
Members  must  have  been  astonished  to 
find  that  there  was  such  a  system  in 
Ireland  as  had  then  been  disclosed.  He 
remembered  the  famous  boast  $hat  vaa 
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nid  to  bare  been  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Education  under  Louis  Napoleon. 
He  said  that  when  the  clock  struck  a 
certain  hour  exactly  the  same  lessons 
were  being  repeated  in  every  school  in 
France ;  and,  m  the  same  way,  the  so- 
oalled  Board  of  Education  in  Ireland, 
consisting  of  men  alien  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  to  the  Irish  people,  could  say 
that,  in  spite  of  all  the  wishes  and  aspi- 
rations of  the  Irish  population,  at  a  cer- 
tain hour  of  the  day  in  every  school  in 
Ireland  a  particular  system  of  education 
was  being  enforced.  In  regard  to  the 
police,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
bad  had  the  courage  to  enter  into  a  com- 
parison between  ^e  treatment  of  the 
police,  in  the  matter  of  pensione,  in  the 
two  countries  —  England  and  Ireland. 
In  doing  that,  he  had  left  out  of  the 
queBtion  the  great  central  fact  that  in 
England  the  Local  Authorities  had  the 
cootrol  of  the  police,  while  in  Ireland, 
as  had  been  stated  over  and  over  again, 
they  were  simply  and  mainly  a  military 

SarrisoD,  neither  controlled  by  the  Local 
.uthorities,  nor  wanted  by  the  people. 
They  were  not  required  to  keep  the 
peace ;  they  were  not  needed  to  preserve 
order;  but  were  maintained  as  the  only 
sanction  to  British  rule — the  sanction  of 
subsidized  bayonets. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  now  to 
ask  the  Committee  that  as  the  discus- 
sion has  lasted  several  hours,  this 
Tote  may  be  agreed  to,  and  any  further 
ramarks  upon  it  postponed  untU  the 
Report,  inasmuch  as  the  House  is  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  statement  upon  an  im- 
rtant  matter  as  to  which  delay  would 
highly  inoonTenient. 
Mb.  O'DOKNELL  said,  be  did  not 
intend  to  stand  for  any  length  of  time 
between  the  Committee  and  the  state- 
ment about  to  be  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister ;  but  he  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  since  12  o'clock  that  day 
and  down  to  within  a  very  few  minutes 
ago,  hon.  Members  on  the  Irish  Benches 
had  been  obliged  to  retail  the  grievances 
of  their  country  in  oonnection  with  the 
Constabulary  Vote  to  almost  empty 
Benches ;  but  now  the  House  had  began 
to  611  they  were  asked  to  put  aside  these 
Irish  questions,  in  order  that  the  Prime 
Minister  might  announce  the  collapse  of 
the  Conference  to  an  anxious  and  expec- 
tant audience.  Not  a  Cabinet  Minister 
had  been  present  during  the  wbole  of 


the  discussion  on  the  Irish  Oonstabnlaiy 
Tote.  During  most  of  the  time  occu- 
pied by  the  exhanstiTe  address  by  the 

hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (S&. 
Parnell),  the  strength  of  the  Liberal 
Party  had  varied  between  six  and  four 
Members,  including  the  Kepresentatives 
of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment.  That 
was  the  sort  of  attention  the  Imperial 
Parliament  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
giving  to  the  statement  of  Irish  griev- 
ances in  that  House;  and  now,  after  six 
hours  of  diecussion  carried  on  before 
empty  Benches,  when  there  was  at 
length  an  opportunity  of  having  some- 
thing like  a  full  House  to  listen  to  a  de- 
bate on  Irish  affairs,  the  Premier  sud- 
denly and  confidently  came  in  and  asked 
that  the  Irish  question  might  be  put  off 
until  tke  Beport  or  some  other  period, 
in  order  that  he  might  have  the  joy  and 
satisfaction  of  telling  his  faithful  hench- 
men that  he  had  managed  to  wrig^e 
out  of  the  Conference.  He  asserted  that 
the  proceeding  of  the  Government  that 
day  in  interrupting  the  discussion  of  an 
important  matter,  nnder  sut-h  circum- 
stances, was  a  scandal  which,  however, 
was  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  worst 
spirit  of  their  political  conduct  towards 
his  countrymen.  They  had  broughtthe 
Irish  Members  together  at  12  o'clock  on 
a  Saturday,  and  had  kept  them  for 
hours  with  no  one  to  listen  to  their 
grievances,  and  when  a  number  of  hon. 
Members,  excited  by  the  rumours  in  the 
morning  papers,  oame  down  to  the 
House,  the  Prime  Minister  said — Let 
us  get  rid  of  this  Irish  discussion ;  it  can 
go  on  at  any  other  time ;  nobody  caras 
about  it ;  but  there  is  a  House  for  me 
to  glorify  the  GoTemment,  by  telling  it 
that  the  Conference  has  failed,  and  that 
the  little  game  we  have  been  pXa3riDg 
for  so  many  months  has  at  length  been 
successful."  That  conduct  capped  the 
insolence  with  which  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
vernment  had  treated  Ireland  again  and 
again  throughout  the  Session,  and  he 
hoped  his  countrymen  would  look  at  it 
in  its  proper  light  and  draw  their  own 
oonolusions.  They  should  be  told  that 
the  Irish  Members  had  been  for  six 
hours  speaking  to  empty  Benches,  and 
that  as  soon  as  the  House  had  begun  to 
fill,  Irish  questions  were  to  be  shelved, 
in  order  that  the  Prime  Minister  might 
make  a  statement  on  Egyptian  affiairs. 

Mr.  BIGGAB  said,  he  shonld  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  question  that  was 
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then  before  tlie  Oommittee;  as  he 
thought  that  the  particular  point  raised 
in  connection  vith  the  Oonstabularj 
Tote  had  been  pretty  well  exhausted  ; 
but  there  were  otherpoints  to  be  raised 
in  relation  to  that  Vote,  which  would 
not  be  decided  by  the  Division  they  were 
about  to  take.  He  wished,  therefore, 
to  ask  the  GoTernment  whether  they 
would  not  make  the  Report  of  that  Vote 
the  First  Order  some  day  next  week, 
BO  that  the  points  he  had  alluded  to  and 
TPhioh  had  not  been  dealt  with,  or  re- 
ferred to  in  the  most  remote  degree 
might  be  discussed  in  a  reasonable 
manner?  He  had  one  grievance  to  call 
attention  to.  He  did  not  think  the  dis- 
cussion upon  it  would  last  a  long  time ; 
but  at  the  same  time  it  was  a  practical 
grievanoe.  He  consequently  appealed 
to  the  GK>verament  to  arrange  that  the 
Beport  of  the  Vote  might  be  made  the 
First  Order  on  the  day  for  which  it  might 
be  fixed,  and  he  would  promise  that  he 
would  not  occupy  more  lime  than  he 
could  possibly  avoid. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  do  not  think 
I  can  promise  to  make  this  Vote  the  First 
Order  ;  but  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
have  a  convenient  opportunity  afforded 
him  of  discussing  the  point  he  desires 
to  bring  forward. 

Mb.  PAENELL  said,  the  Prime 
Minister  had  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  statement  in  regard 
to  Foreign  Affairs,  and  had  suggested 
that  the  discussion  of  the  Irish  Consta- 
bulary Tote  should  at  once  be  dosed,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
bring  forward  that  matter,  leaving  the 
debate  on  the  Tote  to  be  resumed  on  the 
Report.  He  (Mr.  Pamell)  should, 
therefore,  defer  until  the  Report  the 
reply  he  had  been  desirous  of  making 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary,  only  saying 
at  the  present  moment  that  he  regarded 
that  speech  as  most  unsatisfactory. 
Postponing  any  further  remarks  he 
should  have  to  make  until  the  Report, 
he  supposed  the  Committee  would  now 
go  to  a  DiTision  upon  the  Tote. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dtvidtd :— Ayes  38 ; 
Noes  90  :  Majoritr  57.— (Div.  List, 
No.  205.) 

Mb.  FABNELL  said,  he  was  not  in 
the  House  when  the  Prime  Ministw  ex- 
pressed his  desire  that  the  discussion 


should  close,  in  order  to  enable  Mm  to 
make  that  important  announcement  npcm 
Foreign  Affairs  which  was  expected  from 

him  that  evening;  but,  he  said,  upon 
hearing  of  it,  that  he  was  willing  to 
agree  to  the  arrangement  on  the  under- 
standing that  matters  in  connection  with 
the  Tote  were  discussed  npon  Beport. 
It  should  be  understood  that  a  fair  op- 
portunity should  be  afforded  for  the. 
purpose — he  would  not  say  such  a  good 
opportunity  as  they  now  had,  at  6  o'dook 
in  the  evening;  but  an  opportnni^ 
when  a  fair  discussion  could  be  raised. 
He  ventured  to  submit  that  it  would  be 
a  reasonable  arrangement  to  take  the 
Report  stage  not  later  than  1 1  o'clock 
or  half-past. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  made  a  gesture  of 
assent. 

Mb.  HEALY  wished  to  say,  without 
standing  in  the  way  of  the  statement 

about  to  be  made,  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  had  due  Notice  of  the  intention 
to  raise  questions  in  relation  to  the  con- 
duct and  treatment  of  Mr.  French.  He 
would  not  stand  between  the  House  and 
the  Prime  Minister  now.  He  would  only 
say  that  the  Government  must  be  pre- 
pared, on  the  Report  stage,  to  have  these 
matters  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
he  also  was  anxious  to  bring  for- 
ward upon  this  Tote  some  questions  as 
to  the  treatment  by  the  police  of  persons 
among  his  own  oonstituenta,  and  the  ac- 
tion of  subordinate  agents  of  the  police 
in  Queen's  County.  He  would  endea- 
vour to  do  this  on  Beport.  He  waived 
his  right  now  in  deference  to  Uie  widi 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  upon  the  under- 
standing, which,  so  far  as  he  could 
gather,  had  been  arrived  at,  otherwise 
he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  go 
into  the  question  of  the  treatment  by  in- 
dividual constables  and  sub-constables 
of  persons  among  his  own  constituents 
in  Queen's  County. 

Ma.  PARNELL  said,  he  was  anxious 
there  should  be  no  misunderstanding  on 
.  the  point.  Were  they  to  understand 
that  the  Report  of  this  Tote  would  not 
be  taken  later  than  half- past  11? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  siud,  he  intended 
to  answer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  that 
effect.  He  could  not  give  an  absolute 
pledge  as  to  the  exact  time;  bu^  as 
nearly  as  possible,  he  would  aaj  it 
should  not  be  later  than,  say,  half- 
past  11. 
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Kb.  F&'RNELL  said,  in  referenoe  to 
another  Vote,  that  for  Law  Charges  and 
Oriminal  Proseoutions,  the  discussion 
was  terminated  prematurely  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  matters  in  relation  to 
it  oould  be  TMsed  on  Keport;  but  the 
Beport  of  that  Vote  was  taken  on  the 

frenouB  night  without  any  Notioe  to 
rish  Members,  and  while  most  of  them 

were  absent.   

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  regretted 
that,  inadvertently,  this  was  done,  and 
he  sent  at  once  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  to  express  his 
regret. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agr^U  to. 
Beaolntion  to  be  reported. 

EGYPT— THE  OONFERENOE. 

HUnSTBEUL  BTATEUSNT. 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
believe,  Sir,  that  I  am  acting  in  con- 
formity with  the  general  wish  of  the 
House,  and  perhaps  with  the  oonve- 
nience  of  the  House,  in  asking  leave  to 
make  a  statement,  vhich  conBtsts  of  in- 
formation  material  to  the  public  inte- 
rests. I  shall  not  occupy  the  House  for 
any  great  length  of  time,  nor  shall  I 
aim  at  minute  and  exact  particularity  in 
the  statement ;  but  will  endeavour  to 
convey  to  the  House,  as  well  as  I  can, 
the  anient  and  principal  points  of  that 
which  has  taken  place,  in  such  a  way  as 
to  give  a  clear  idea,  and  in  substance  an 
accurate  idea,  with  regard  to  the  whole 
matter.  Sir,  it  is  my  duty,  in  the  first 
place,  to  state,  with  much  concern,  to 
the  House  that  which  has  already  crept 
abroad  in  the  shape  of  public  rumour, 
that  the  Conference  met  to-day  at  12 
o'clock,  and  that  it  has  failed  to  attain 
the  object  for  which  it  was  called  to- 
gether— namely,  that  of  adoping,  by 
European  authority,  a  |>laB  for  the  ad- 

i'ustment  of  the  financial  difficulties  of 
Cgypt.  There  were  three  principal  sub- 
jects in  relation  to  Egyptian  Finance 
which  were  brought  braore  the  Confer- 
ence— (I)  the  prospective  charges  of  the 
administration  of  Egypt;  (2)  the  pre- 
sent necessity  of  a  loan  to  meet  the 
immediate  wants  of  Egypt;  and  (3)  the 
prospective  Revenue  of  Egypt,  and  its 
means  of  meeting  the  charges.    As  re- 

fards  the  prospective  charges  upon  the 
Revenue  oi  Egypt — namely,  the  sums 
neceasary,  upon  a  reasonable  estimate, 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 


penses of  government  in  that  oonntry,  I 
am  glad  to  say — and  it  is  an  important 
result  of  the  Conference,  having  regard 
to  what  may  happen — that  there  ia  no 
difference  of  opinion  ezpreaaed  among 
the  different  Powers.  Next,  with  re- 
gard to  the  present  neoeasity  of  a  loan 
to  meet  the  demanda  upon  the  Egyptian 
Treasury,  I  may  say,  in  substanee,  that 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
pressed. The  amount  of  that  loan — 
speaking  in  round  numbers — would  have 
been  £8,000,000  if  it  had  covered  the 
whole  of  those  demands ;  but  there  was 
another  form  in  which  the  case  might 
have  been  dealt  with,  under  which  the 
loan  made  would  have  been  for  certain 
purposes  only,  not  including  the  indem- 
nities for  the  proceedings  of  incendiarism 
at  Alexandria.  If  those  indemnities 
were  excluded,  and  they  were  paid  for 
directly  by  an  addition  to  the  Egyptian 
Debt,  and  not  by  raising  cash  for  the 
purpose,  then  the  loan  would  have  been 
about  £4,250,000  in  round  numbers. 
Those  are  the  three  great  poiota  of 
finance  to  which  I  wiah  to  direct  Uie 
attention  of  the  House.  With  respect. 
Sir,  to  our  purposes  in  the  Conference, 
they  have  been  briefly  these.  In  the 
first  place,  to  secure  a  provision,  mode- 
rate but  adequate,  and  substantially 
fixed,  for  the  necessary  charges  of  the 
administration  of  Egypt,  which,  under 
whatever  arrangement  uiat  can  be  made, 
must,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  a 
first  charge  upon  the  revenues  of  every 
country ;  secondly,  we  could  not  make 
oureelves  parties  to  any  plan  the  exeeu- 
tion  of  which  would  be  incompatible 
with  just  and  mild,  though  firm.gOTmi- 
ment  in  Egypt.  Of  courBe,  I  am  quite 
certain  that  no  Power  in  the  Conference 
would  advisedly  have  proposed  a  plan 
that  would  be  incompatible  with  those 
aims.  But  we,  having  certain  vieira  as 
to  the  amount  of  money  that  oould  be 
levied  in  Egypt  consistently  with  their 
attainment,  had  for  an  essential  prin- 
ciple of  our  conduct  to  adhere  to  ^ose 
views,  and  not  to  be  led  into  the  adop- 
tion of  any  propositions  which,  in  our 
opinion,  would  have  been  attended  with 
resxdts  savouring  of  injustice  and  op- 
pression. The  third  object  that  we  had 
in  view  was  to  secure  for  the  Bond- 
holders, who  are  creditors  of  Egypt, 
upon  a  stable  footing,  all  that  which  it 
is  possible  they  can  really  in  the 
long  run  reoeive— namely,  their  divi- 
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denda,  subject  to  no  other  diminution 
than  such  as  the  absolute  necessities 
and  primary  wants  of  the  Government  of 
the  country  may  entaU  upon  them.  Lastly, 
Sir,  I  have  nosoruple  to  state  to  the  House 
that  although  I  have  no  such  proposal 
to  make  now,  yet  had  it  been  part  of 
the  price  of  a  really  stable  and  complete 
furangement  for  securing  the  financial 
equilibrium  in  Egypt,  we  should  then 
have  been  prepared,  as  the  House  will 
see  when  tne  Protocols  are  laid  before 
it,  to  ask  Parliament  to  make  uae,  to  a 
moderate  extent,  of  the  credit  of  this 
country  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  to 
bring  about  so  drairable  a  oonsunuua- 
tion.  Sir,  these  were  our  objects.  In 
the  hope  of  meeting  the  various  and  se- 
rious difficulties  of  the  case  which  have 

Cwn  out  of  the  difference  in  Estimates 
ween  the  Government  of  France  and 
the  British  Goverument  as  to  the  pro- 
spective revenues  of  Egypt,  we  have 
fiuccessively  submitted  several  plans  to 
the  Conference.  The  whole  of  these  will 
be  presented  in  the  Papers  that  are  im- 
mediately to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Members ;  but  I  will  now  only  state  so 
much  as  is  necessary  to  explain  the  final 
issue — points  upon  which  the  respective 
views  have  been  found  mutually  irrecon- 
cilable. The  Bepresentatives  of  France 
and  England,  as  I  have  said,  differed 
irreconcilably  in  their  estimate,  not  of 
c^rge,  but  of  receipt.  The  Eepresen- 
tatives  of  France  absolutely  refused  any 
diminution  of  the  dividends  payable 
under  the  Law  of  Liquidation.  The 
Bepresentatives  of  England  declared  and 
held  themselves  unable  to  accept  any 
plan  that  did  not  make  certain  provision 
for  the  necessary  charges  of  administra- 
tion, which  are  in  their  nature  first 
charges  upon  the  Revenue.  Well,  Sir, 
only  when  great  authorities — and  both 
France  and  England  are  countries  in 
which  what  may  be  called  financial 
science  is  considerably  developed — when 
great  authorities  differ  upon  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  a  prospective  matter,  it  is 
time  alone  that  can  ultimately  decide 
between  them.  A  great  responsibility 
is  incurred  on  the  one  side  and  on  the 
other ;  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  the 
party  which  is  right  ought  to  gain  its 
end.  When  we  found  we  existence  of 
this  serious  difficulty,  the  <^ue8tion  that 
came  before  was  this— was  it  possible  to 
devise  a  plan  under  which,  if  we  were 
right,  the  charges  of  Government  would 


be  sufficiently  provided  for,  and  under 
which,  if  France  were  right,  the  full 
dividends  would  be  received  by  the 
Bondholders  ?  The  matter  was  con- 
sidered by  us  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
a  plan  of  that  character;  and  what  was 
done  can,  I  think,  be  explained  to  the 
House  as  a  form  that  is  not  otherwise 
than  simple.  I  can  explain  it  by  stating 
simply  the  order  of  charges  upon  the 
Egyptian  Eevenue.  We  submitted  a 
plan — and  this  is  the  plan  to  which  I 
wish  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  as  connected  with  the  final 
issue — ^we  submitted  a  plan  in  which 
the  charges  on  the  E^ptian  Bevenua 
were  stated  in  the  foUowing  order: — 
In  the  first  place,  we  proposed  that  there 
should  be  a  pre-preferenee  Debt  of 
£8,000,000. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUBCHILL  : 
Before  any  administrative  charges  7 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  Yes ;  before  any 
administrative  charges.  The  noble  Lord 
is  perhaps  not  aware  that  imder  the' 
Law  of  Liquidation  already  special  pro- 
vision is  made  independently  of  charges 
for  administration,  and  we  were  desirouB 
of  confirming  this  arrangement  so  far  as 
we  safely  could,  and  no  further.  The 
plan,  therefore,  was  this.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  a  pre-preference  Debt 
of  £8,000,000;  that  might  have  been 
£8,000,000  raised  in  cash  in  order  to 
meet  the  indemnity  claims,  and  to  meet 
all  other  daims  which  are  now  pressing 
on  the  Gxivemment  of  Egppt;  or  it 
might  have  been  a  loan  contracted  for 
£4,500,000  in  cash,  and  the  issue  of 
pre-preference  Bonds  for  the  remaining 
£3,500,000. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUEOHILL: 
At  what  rate  of  interest  ? 

Ma.  GLADSTONE :  At  such  rate  of 
interest  as  it  could  be  raised  at  in  the 
market.  We  proposed  pre-preference 
obligations  in  order  that  the  money 
might  be  raised  on  the  most  economical 
terms.  The  second  charge  on  the  Egyp- 
tian Berenue  was  to  be  the  dividends  on 
other  Debts,  minus  a  deductiou  of  ^  per 
cent — a  deduction  which  we  had  ongi* 
nally  proposed — and  so  we  proposed  to 
leave  the  Debts  in  their  position  of  pre- 
ference and  anterior  to  the  admiDistra- 
tive  chargra,  but  minus  a  deduction  of 
}  per  cent.  The  third  charge  was  the 
administrative  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  a  fixed  amount,  which  I  may 
state  in  round  numbers  at  £5,260,000  in 
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all.   It  is  well  to  saj  that  I  speak  of  the 

Egyptian  pouDd ;  but  there  is  no  great 
difference  between  that  and  the  pound 
sterling.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  detail 
in  this,  of  course ;  but  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House  with  it— it  will  only  bewilder 
their  attention.  The  fourth  charge  on 
the  Revenue^  after  the  adminiBtrative 
expenses,  was  to  be  the  i  per  cent,  mak- 
in|^  up  the  full  dividend  on  the  Debt 
now  due  to  the  Bondholders,  and  some 
other  items  of  Debt  I  need,  not  now 
more  particularly  mention.  Then,  fifthly, 
there  was  a  provision  for  the  disposal  of 
the  Barplui^  if  surplus  there  should  exist. 
In  this  way,  aa  we  considered,  both  the 
objects  were  gained.  If  we  were  right, 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  would 
have  been  perfectly  provided  for;  and  if 
the  French  calculations  were  right,  be- 
sides providing  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  there  would  have  been 
sufficient  provision  for  the  payment  of 
full  dividends  to  the  Bondholders.  We 
proposed  this  as  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment ;  but  rather  than  have  seen  the 
Conference  fail,  we  should  have  been 
prepared  to  accept  this  plan  for  a  period 
of  three  years  only,  to  be  followed  by  a 
re-assembling  of  the  Gonference,  as  that 
would  have  given  a  sufficient  time  for 
testing  its  operation,  and  showing  which 
oaioulations  were  most  entitled  to  reli- 
anoe.  Well,  to-day— and  only  this  day 
—the  French  Bepresentativea  presented 
their  final  proposals,  to  which  1  will  call 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  the 
House  will  kindly  compare  them  with 
the  proposals  of  the  British  Government, 
which  I  have  just  described.  Acoording 
to  the  French  proposals,  there  were  cer- 
tain classes  constituting  an  order,  in 
which  charges  were  imposed  upon  Egyp- 
tian Bevenue.  In  the  first  class  there 
was  set  the  new  loan  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  and  what  is  known  as  the  "  Pri- 
vilege Debt."  I  have  not  mentioned 
"Privilege  Debt"  before,  because  we 
did  not  make  an  essential  distinction 
between  the  two  kinds  of  Debt;  but  the 
French,  in  their  proposals,  made  that 
distinction — consequently,  for  the  first  I 
introduce  the  term  "F^ivllege  Debt." 
Well,  that  was  the  first  charge  on  the 
Egyptian  Sevenue ;  the  second  charge 
was  to  be  the  other,  and  principally  the 
Unified  Debt.  On  this  the  full  dividends 
were  to  be  paid  before  any  of  the  other 
charges  of  administration  were  satisfied. 
The  third  order  of  charge  upon  the  Be- 


venue  was  to  be  the  expenditure  neces- 
sarily oonnected  with  the  administration ; 
to  which  tho  French  Plenipotentiair 
added  a  fourth,  a  provision  to  which,  I 
believe,  be  attached  greater  importance 
and  value  than  we  did — that  is  to  say, 
that  after  paying  all  the  dividends  in 
that  diminution,  and  after  paying  all 
the  administrative  chains,  the  surplus 
Bevenue  should  be  freely  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Egyptian  Government.  But, 
apart  from  the  surplus,  it  was  necessary 
— and  we  undoubtedly  deemed  it  pre- 
eminently necessary  —  to  consider  the 

Srovision  to  be  made  for  the  case  of 
eficit.  I  forgot  to  state  to  the  House 
at  the  beginning  that  our  estimate  of 
the  Egyptian  Iterenue  was  made  wiUi 
all  the  aid  we  could  obtain,  and  all  the 
care  we  could  apply  to  it,  and  it  shows 
a  de&cit  of  between  £800,000  and 
£400,000  a-year;  whereas  the  French 
are  more  sanguine  in  their  estimate  by 
a  sum  of  between  £600,000  and  £700,000. 
The  difference  between  our  plan  and  the 
French  plan  which  we  are  now  scruti- 
nizing was  that  we  made  proviRion  for  a 
deficit,  if  it  should  occur,  and  it  was 
this.  In  the  case  of  a  deficit,  it  was  to 
beconeidered  and  provided  for  by  joint 
consultation  between  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment and  the  Commission  of  the 
Gaisse.  I  may  say  that  the  constitution 
of  the  Caisse  according  to  the  proposal 
of  the  French  would,  we  understand, 
have  been  altered,  and,  instead  of  con- 
sisting of  the  Bepresentativea  of  four 
Powers,  it  would  have  consisted  of  the 
Bepresentatives  of  seven  Powers  — 
namely,  the  whole  of  those  Powers  who 
met  together  in  the  Conference.  The 
Egyptian  Government  and  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Caisse  were,  as  I  have  said, 
to  devise  the  measures  necessary  to  meet 
the  deficit;  but  if  these  measures  in- 
volved an  infringement  on  the  full  divi- 
dends, in  that  case  it  was  provided — 
firstly,  that  the  Caisse  could  not  act  ex- 
cept by  a  unanimous  vote ;  and,  secondly, 
in  the  event  of  any  difference  among  the 
members  of  the  Gaisse,  the  matter  was 
to  be  referred — as  to  supplying  the  de- 
ficit—to the  seven  Powers,  Bepresentfr- 
tives  of  which  were  then  assembled  in 
Oonference,  and  who,  unhappily,  have 
not  been  able  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  Egyptian  Finance.  To  this  plan  I 
am  bound  to  say,  without  requiring  a 
very  long  time  for  any  minute  investiga- 
tion, we  took  decided  oMection.   As  we 
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conodired,  the  fatal  objectionB  were  two. 
Certainly,  in  the  first  plaoe,  it  would 
have  meaDt,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  our 
computation  of  Egyptian  fiuance  —  it 
would  have  meant  financial  confusion  in 
Egypt.  For,  Sir,  upon  the  existence  of 
a  deficit  what  would  bare  happened? 
This  Would  have  happened.  The  Egyp- 
tian accounts  of  Revenue  and  Expendi- 
ture are  not  made  np~nor  are  those  of 
any  other  Eastern  countiy— to  a  certain 
day,  as  are  the  accounts  of  England  on 
the  81st  of  March.  They  must  be 
gathered  together  a  long  time,  and  after 
much  inquiry,  in  order  to  constitute  any- 
thing like  a  real  exhibition  of  Revenue 
and  Expenditure.  That  having  been 
performed,  they  were  to  be  referred  to 
the  Oommission  of  the  Caisse  with  the 
Egyptian  Government.  But  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Caisse  was  necessarily, 
and  by  its  own  composition,  a  hostile 
tribunal.  It  would  have  been  their 
business  to  examine  every  minute  parti- 
cular, to  see  what  arrears  there  were  in 
the  collection  of  Revenue — to  see  whe- 
ther it  was  possible  to  gather  in  that 
Bevenue,  and  institute  most  elaborate 
inquiries,  requiring  an  indefinite  time ; 
and  then  there  would  be  the  condition 
that  if  any  single  Power  objected,  no 
result  could  be  obtained.  And  the  final 
provision  was  that  there  should  be  a 
reference  to  the  seven  Powers  of  Europe. 
It  was,  in  our  view,  protty  plain  that 
the  Powers  of  Europe,  if  they  had  in- 
structed their  Representatives  upon  the 
Caisse  to  object  to  supplying  the  deficit 
by  deductions  from  the  dividends,  would 
simply  repeat  their  objections  when  their 
Representatives  met  again  in  Confer- 
ence. But,  Sir,  besides  the  financial 
objection,  we  took  another  objection  to 
this  plan,  which  was  quite  fatal  to  it  in 
our  eyes — it  was  the  position  assigned 
by  this  plan  to  the  Commission  of  the 
National  Debt,  or  the  Commission  of 
the  Caisse.  There  has  been  in  this  and, 
perhaps,  in  other  countries  a  belief  that 
it  was  put  of  our  plan  to  re-oreate  the 
Dual  Control  in  a  form  yet  more  strin- 
gent, more  savouring  of  dominion  over 
Egyptiui  afiVurs.  That  was  never  any 
part  of  our  plan ;  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that,  in  our  deliberate  conviction,  it 
must  been  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  the  French  proposals, 
and  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  stating  our 
objections  to  it  in  some  words  used  to- 
day by  Lord  Granville  at  the  Confer- 


ence, and  which  will  appear  upon  the 
Protocol — 

"We  do  not  tbink  that  powers  of  this  mag- 
nitnde  ihould  be  in  any  case  intnuted  to  the 
Commission  of  the  Caisse.  We  hare  already 
proposed  to  give  to  that  body  by  the  Anglo- 
French  Agreement  powers  of  check  and  iovea- 
tigation  as  great  as  we  can  justify ;  bat  the 
present  proposal  is  fundamentally  different. 
The  additional  powers  proposed  by  the  French 
Plenipotentiary  woald,  in  our  judgment,  ccmfer 
on  the  Commissioners  of  the  Caisse  a  mastery 
over  the  Qovernment  and  the  affairs  of  Egypt ; 
and  to  this  we  can  on  no  account  consent. 

Well,  Sir,  I  have  now  explained,  I  think, 
pretty  well  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
come  about  that  irreconcileable  diffi- 
culties prevented  the  Conference  from 
arriving  at  a  conclusion  ;  but  there  are 
other  certain  results  which  have  been 
achieved  by  the  Conference.  Amid  this 
wreck  of  good  intentions  and  much  in- 
telligent labour  on  all  sides,  it  is  a  great 
thing  that  the  Powers  should  be  agreed 
as  to  the  necessary  charge  upon  the 
Egyptian  Government,  and  substantially 
as  to  the  loan  needful  to  be  contracted 
in  the  present  exigency ;  and  I  must  say 
it  is  also  a  great  advantage  that  there 
should  be  a  total  dissipation  and  de- 
struotiou  of  the  idea  which  has  prerailed 
in  this  country  that  we  should  ever  hare 
proposed  to  constitute  what,  in  our  view, 
was  an  International  Control  sinular  in 
kind  to  that  of  the  Dual  Control,  or,  as 
I  think  in  this  case,  one  involving  evils 
considerably  beyond  it.  The  view  which 
we  take  of  Egyptian  finance  was  sup- 
ported in  the  Conference  by  Italy  and 
by  Turkey ;  but  France,  as  I  have  said, 
was  unable  to  bring  her  opinions  into 
harmony  with  ours;  and  Russia,  Ger- 
many, and  Austria,  in  those  circum- 
stances of  difi^erence  between  England 
and  France,  declined  to  give  any  opinion. 
The  end  of  it  is,  therefore,  that  the  Con- 
ference, not  having  arrived  at  any  result, 
according  to  the  mode  of  procedure 
adopted  on  some  other  occasion,  has  been 
adjourned  without  any  date  being  fixed 
for  its  reassemlding.  I  hare  now.  Sir, 
substantially  oonoluded  what  I  hare  to 
state  to  the  House.  Of  course,  this 
failure — this  complete  failure — of  the 
effort  made  by  us  for  the  satisfactory  ad- 
justment of  Egyptian  Finance,  through 
the  action  of  the  United  Powers,  will 
entail  upon  us  very  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  position  and  of  the  measures 
which  will  be  necessary.  I  need  hardly 
Bay  that  I  am  not  about  to-entw  upon 

Digilized  by  VjOOQIC 


lfiS7  Sgfpi—Th$  (00MU0N8)  Omf^rMM,  15SS 


these  measaies  without  safe  sad  tnut- 
worthy  ooaolusions,  which  cannot  be 
arriTed  at  by  the  GoTerment  without 
farther  consideration  and  the  lapse  of 
some  time.  My  remaining  businese  is 
to  say  that  the  Protocols  will  be  pre- 
sented at  the  veiy  earliest  moment,  and 
to  explain  when  that  earliest  moment  will 
be.  The  House  is  aware  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  submit  draft  Proto- 
cols to  the  Plenipotentiaries  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  Conference.  I  do  not 
think  that  will  entail  anj  serious  delay. 
Mj  noble  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  will  be  able  to 
state,  in  case  of  need,  what  has  been 
done.  In  consequence  of  Monday  being 
Bank  Holiday,  there  will  be  some  diffi- 
culty ;  but  we  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
front that  difficulty,  and  to  secure  rapid 
progress  in  the  preparation  of  the  Papers 
on  that  day.  A  large  number  of  copies 
— 120, 1  believe — will  be  ready  on  Mon- 
day afternoon. 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIOE: 
Without  translation. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Yes,  without 
translation ;  but  I  hope  they  will  be  a 
sufficient  number  for  practical  purposes, 
and  on  Tuesday  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Papers  will  be  generally  distributed. 

Sib  STAFFORD  NOETHCX)TE : 
Will  they  be  ready  at  the  meeting  of 
the  House  on  Monday? 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  Yes.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Papers  on  Monday  will 
be  ready  for  the  meeting  of  the  House. 
Well,  Sir,  there  is  one  other  question 
which  will  naturally  be  asked — ^What  is 
the  position  of  the  Anglo-French  Agree- 
ment? I  always  told  the  House  that 
the  Anglo-French  Agreement  was  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  the  arrival  at  a 
substantial  result  oy  the  Conference ; 
and  the  consequence  is  that  that  Agree- 
ment is  now  in  abeyance,  and  is  without 
any  binding  effect  and  force  as  regards 
eiUier  Power.  I  must  not,  however, 
shrink  from  saying  that  Her  Mfgesty's 
Government  continue  to  value  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Agreement ;  and,  more- 
over— although,  unfortunately,  a  diffe- 
rence has  arisen  upon  a  matter  of  com- 
putation, with  regard  to  which  a  diffe- 
rence may  most  innocently  ooeur — we 
continue  most  highly  ;to  appreciate  the 
spirit  of  friendship  and  conciliation,  and 
far-sighted  wisdom  which,  as  we  thiidk, 
was  shown  by  the  French  Government 
in  negotiating  the  prorinons  of  that 
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Agreement.  I  thank  the  House  tofr  tiw 
attention  with  which  it  has  listened  to 
this  statement.  A  full  one  it  oould  not 
be.  Still,  I  believe  that  in  outline  it  is 
a  true  and  correct  one ;  and  if  there  is 
any  desire  to  put  any  question  in  r<^;aTd 
to  it,  we  will  endeavour  to  answer  it 
with  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 

Sib  STAFFORD  NOETHCOTE:  The 
extreme  ^avity  of  the  statement  which 
we  have  just  listened  to  I  am  sure  will 
be  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  I 
should  be  very  unwilling  to  make  any 
comment  at  this  moment  on  what  we 
have  heard.  We  have  been  promised 
information  supplementary  to  that  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  given ;  but  what 
I  wish  particularly  to  inquire  is  this : 
We  are  now  approaching  the  end  of  the 
Session ;  is  it  intended  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  any  proposals  to  Parlia- 
ment in  the  residue  of  the  present 
Session  ?  We  must  remember  that  the 
Conference  was  invited  to  meet  on 
account  of  what  the  GhiVOTnment  oon- 
dderedthe  very  serious  and  urgent  con- 
dition of  Egyptian  finance.  It  was 
hoped  by  the  Government  that  Hib 
result  of  the  meeting  of  that  Conference 
would  be  the  adoption  of  a  plan  which 
would  meet  the  difficulties  which  they 
described  as  urgent  and  immediate. 
Well,  unfortunately,  the  Conference 
has  failed  to  devise  a  plan,  and  what  we 
wish  to  know  is  this :  How  does  the 
Government  propose  to  deal,  or  will  they 
tell  us  very  soon,  if  not  now,  how  they 
propose  to  deal  with  those  difBculties 
which  the  Conference  was  called  to- 
gether to  deal  with,  and  which  it  has 
foiled  to  deal  with  ?  Or  are  we  to  sup- 
pose that  the  House  is  to  separate  with- 
out any  proposal  being  made  on  the 
subject  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  think  I  may 
say  without  doubt  that  we  have  no  pro- 
posal of  the  kind  to  make  to  Parlia- 
ment. I  was,  perhaps,  not  sufficiently 
full  in  my  statement.  I  said  we  should 
have  asked  Parliament  for  the  use  of 
British  credit  if  a  substantial  arrange- 
ment could  have  been  adopted  ;  I  ought 
to  have  added  that,  as  no  substantial 
arrangement  had  been  adopted,  we  do 
not  intend  to  make  any  proposal,  any 
request  to  Parliament  for  the  use  of  its  . 
credit,  or  any  other  proposal. 

Sib  STAFFORD  NOETHCOXB  : 
Ai<e  we  to  get  no  further  information  aa 
to  the  state  of  Egyptian  financial  afiaizs? 
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Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  stated  before 
that  we  had  already  begun  to  take  the 
matter  into  consideration,  and  ehall  en- 
deavour to  probe  to  the  bottom  the 
question  in  order  to  ascertain  what 
would  be  our  duty  in  this  very  difficult 
and  complex  state  of  things.  This  will 
neceaaarily  require  some  time,  but  we 
aball  proceed  without  any  loss  of  time 
that  can  he  possibly  aToided. 

Mb.  PULE8T0N :  Before  anyplan  is 
adopted  will  it  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Of  course,  before 
anything  is  done  to  commit  this  country 
to  pecuuiaiT  liability  Parliament  must 
be  consulted ;  but  I  cannot  bind  myself 
ae  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Government  of  Egypt. 

SiE  STAEFOED  NORTHCOTE:  I 
beg  to  give  Notice  that  on  Monday  I  will 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  whether 
he  can  name  a  day  on  which  he  expects 
to  make  a  propos^  on  this  subject  r 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  No,  Sir;  I  oer- 
tainly  cannot. 

XoBD  RANDOLPH  OHTOOHILL: 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman whether  we  are  to  understand 
that  Parliament  is  to  separate  without 
our  being  afforded  any  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  policy  of  the  Gtivemment 
in  Egypt  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  We  naturally 
wait  for  a  request.  I  presume  that 
anyone  who  had  been  listening  to  thia 
statement  of  mine  would  have  under- 
stood that  we  would  be  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter ;  but  we  await  the  re- 
quest. 

Mb.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR :  I  would 
like  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wiu  reference  to  negotia- 
tiona,  which  we  can  see  have  not  had 
any  result. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hoo.  Member  is 
not  in  Order  in  discussing  the  subject ; 
there  is  no  Question  before  the  House. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Then  I 
will  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he 
can  tell  the  House  what  is  the  estimate 
of  the  total  liabilities  of  the  Egyptian 
Government;  what  is  the  estimate  of  the 
annual  income  which  the  E^ptian  Go- 
vernment baa  laid  before  the  Conference ; 
and  what  is  the  order  of  precedence  in 
the  claims,  apart  from  sdminiitration, 
npou  Egypt  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  As  regards 
figtxtes,  I  have  decidedly  avoided  t£em ; 


but  the  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  sees 
the  Papers  on  Monday  will  find  there 
the  fullest  statements  on  the  subject, 
and  I  do  not  think  he  will  have  any 
reason  to  complain  of  lack  of  infor- 
mation. As  to  the  order  of  the  charges, 
he  will  find  that  stated  very  clearly, 
both  as  proposed  by  the  English  and  aa 
proposed  by  the  French  Government. 

Mb.  GRAY:  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated  his  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
administration  was  quite  £5,250,000; 
but  he  did  not  state,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  what  were  the  probable 
receipts.  In  fact,  he  stated  one  ude  of 
the  account  and  not  the  other. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  The  material 
point  I  sought  to  state  was  the  differ- 
ence between  the  French  and  English 
estimates.  With  regard  to  the  figures 
of  the  case,  they  belong  to  the  state- 
ment ;  but  they  hardly  belong  to  a 
statement  such  as  I  have  just  made, 

SiB  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE :  I 
think  it  is  quite  impossible  that  the 
Houae  could  be  satisfied  to  rise  for  the 
Prorogation  without  some  more  certain 
knowledge  of  the  intentaone  of  the 
Gt)vemment.  I  propose,  therefore,  on 
Monday  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  he  can  give  us  a  day  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject?  He  might  be 
able  to  tell  me  now,  by  giving  us,  say, 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  will  give  an 
answer  on  Monday.  I  would  like  to 
consult  with  my  Colleagues  first. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  would  like  to  aak  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, whether  it  is  the  fixed  intention 
of  the  G^ovemment  to  allow  Parliament 
to  separate  without  any  statement  as  to 
what  the  Government  intend  to  do  to- 
wards settling  the  financial  difficulties 
of  Egypt  P 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  I  think  that  the 
House  will  perceive  how  difficult  it 
would  be  for  ua  to  do  ao.  An  extra- 
ordinary state  of  things  has  arisen  in  a 
foreign  country,  situate  at  a  gpreat  dis- 
tance from  us.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  wise,  or  that — seeing  that  the  period 
before  the  Prorogation  is  only  10  days — 
we  could  posnbly  give  any  such  infor- 
mation within  that  time. 

PARLIAMENT— SUPFLT— BUSINESS  OF 
THE  HOUSE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  will  immequtelf  n«- 
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solve  itself  into  Oommittee  Supply." 
—{Mr.  Cwrtntg.) 

Me.  AKTHUR  O'CONNOR  rose  to 
Order,  and  asked  the  Speaker,  as  a  point 
of  Order,  whether,  after  the  Order  for 
Supply  had  been  set  up  and  had  been 
diacharped  by  the  Chairman  reporting 
certain  Votes,  it  was  competent  for  a 
Member  of  the  GKiverment  to  move  that 
the  House  should  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  Supply?  He  did  not  tliink 
that  in  the  whole  history  of  Parliament 
such  a  precedent  had  been  established. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  whether,  in  the 
rarcumstanoes,  the  Besolution  passed 
yesterday  extending  to  Saturdays  the 
Standing  Order  as  to  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  was  now  ^tplicable;  and, 
whether  Supply  not  now  being  the  First 
Order,  Motions  could  be  discussed  on 
the  Question  that  the  Speaker  leave  the 
Chair  ? 

Me.  speaker  :  In  reply  to  the 
Questions  of  the  two  hon.  Members,  I 
must  state  that  I  consider  that  the  inter- 
ruption which  has  taken  place  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  Business  was  by 
reason  of  an  extraordinary  counsel  with 
the  House  itself.  ["No,  no!"  from 
the  Comtrvaiivaa  ana  Irish  Jfemhers.^ 
The  interruption  took  place  with  the 

Eermission  of  the  House  ;  and  I  have  no 
esitation  in  saying  that  -I  shall  observe 
both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Motion 
^preed  to  by  the  House  on  Friday — that 
on  the  Question  of  the  House  going  into 
Oommittee  of  Supply  on  Saturday,  the 
Speaker  shall  immediately  leave  the 
Chair.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the 
interruption  which  has  taken  place  to 
prevent  the  House  from  being  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  position  in  which  it  was 
when  it  met  to-day  at  12  o'clock.  Under 
these  circumstances,  Iconsider  it  my  duty 
to  leave  the  Chair  without  any  Question 
being  raised  upon  it. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL, 
with  reference  to  the  observation  of  the 
Speaker  that  the  interruption  of  the 
Business  was  in  consequence  of  the  wish 
of  the  House,  pointed  out  that  the 
agreement  come  to  was  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  should  be 
made  on  the  Beport  of  Supply,  which 
should  be  moved  at  a  certain  hour  if 
posfflble.  He  thot^ht  the  Government 
had  taken  an  unfair  advantage  of  the 
House  in  the  course  that  had  been  pur- 
Bued  to-night. 


Mb.  GLADSTONE  replied,  that  yes- 
terday, when  the  suggestion  waa  made 
that  the  statement  shoold  be  made  on 

Eeport,  he  entirely  disapproved  of  it, 
because  it  seemed  to  him  a  most  violent 
method  of  proceeding ;  but  he  reserved 
in  his  mind  what  would  be  the  best  and 
least  violent  method  of  obtaining  the 
object  the  noble  Lord  had  in  view. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  the 
Motion  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  a  complete  and  flagrant  departure 
from  all  the  traditions  of  the  House,  and 
it  was  not  justified  by  a  single  preoe- 
dent.  Supply  had  never  been  suspended 
except  when  the  Speaker  had  been  called 
in  because  disorder  had  arisen.  Most 
of  the  Irish  Members  bad  gone  away, 
believing  that  the  Order  with  reference 
to  Supply  had  been  oraduded.  The 
C^oTernment  oould  see  that  the  Irieh 
Benches  were  almost  completely  emp^, 
as  they  thought  Progress  had  been  re- 
ported. Now,  to  ask  them  to  resume 
the  debate  when  the  House  was  full  of 
English  and  Scotch  Members,  and  there 
were  only  very  few  Irish  Members,  was 
absolutely  unfair.  [^Jni»rruptionf  mmd 
eriet  of    Order!"  from  th*  Mmuterial 

Me.  HEALT  :  Order !  Order !  Order ! 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  com- 
plained of  the  interruption,  aod  said  that 
not  one  single  argument  had  been  ad- 
vanced from  the  Treasury  Bendi  in  sup- 
port of  such  an  extraordmary  step,  and 
he  desired  to  enter  his  protest  against  it. 

Mb.  MONK  said,  there  waa  no  neces- 
sity for  the  Motion  just  made  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  [Several 
Mehdees  :  He  has  made  it.  ]  According 
to  the  Speaker's  ruling  he  had  simply 
taken  the  Chair  for  an  important  com- 
munication to  be  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  Committee  of  Supply 
should  be  resumed  without  a  Question 
being  put. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  I  believe  the  hon. 
Qentleman  is  perfectly  correct,  and  that 
I  might  have  left  the  Chair  immediately 
after  the  statement  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. But  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
having  made  the  Motion,  I  was,  of 
course,  bound  to  put  it.  As  X  said  be- 
fore, I  consider  that  the  course  of  Busi- 
ness has  been  interrupted  that  a  state- 
ment might  be  made  on  a  matter  of 
nati(mal  concern ;  and  the  House  ought 
to  be  placed  in  the  same  positicm  that  it 
was  before  ike  intnmtption  ooenmd. 
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LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  the  Chairman  of  Committiees  had 
reported  to  the  Speaker  the  Resolution 
agreed  to  in  Committee.  Therefore,  the 
First  Order  of  the  day  had  terminated. 
Tlie  Second  Order  was  Report  of  Supply ; 
and  before  the  Motion  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  could  be  put  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  go  through  the 
Orders  of  the  Day,  of  which  there  were 
40.  It  would  be  setting  a  precedent 
wbich  hon.  Members  opposite  would 
some  day  bitterly  regret  if  this  Motion 
were  agreed  to. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  Chairman  could 
not  leave  the  Chair  without  reporting  to 
me  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee. 
The  House  had  made  no  Order  as  to  the 
time  at  which  the  Committee  should  sit 
again.  It  may  properly  proceed  as  if 
there  had  been  no  interruption.  The 
Question  is  "  That  this  House  do  imme- 
diately resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
Supply." 

Mi.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked,  as 
a  point  of  Order,  whether  be  oould  not 
move,  as  an  Amendment  to  the  Question, 
that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  on  Monday  next  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Yes;  on  the  quea- . 
tiott  of  time,  there  may  be  an  Amend- 
ment. 

Me.  OALLAN  asked  why  the  Prime 
Minister  had  asked  them  to  close  the 
Vote  for  Irish  Constabulary  purposes  ex- 
cept to  make  a  statement  

Mb.  speaker  ruled  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber out  of  Order. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
In  order  to  place  myself  in  Order,  I  will 
move,  as  an  Amendment,  that  this 
House  do  resolve  itself  into  Committee 
of  Supply  on  Monday  next.  There  is 
noUiing  so  dangerous  as  setting  a  prece- 
dent of  this  kind,  which  on  some  future 
ocoasion  may  be  used  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  own  purposes.  If  Irish 
Members,  and  I  myself,  had  supposed 
that  the  Government  would  pursue  this 
unprecedented  course,  we  should  cer- 
tainly have  done  all  in  our  power  to 
oppose  the  Prime  Minister's  proposition. 
The  Government  has,  by  means  of  a 
protest,  obtained  a  Tote  of  £1,500,000 
on  an  abbreviated  discussion — and  a 
Tote  which  they  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, not  have  obtained  until  1 2  o'clock 
at  night.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
a  more  jealous  guardian  of  the  rights  of 
Members  of  the  Houae  of  Commons  than 


the  Prime  Minister;  and  if  he  will  only 
shake  himself  free  from  the  evil  in- 
fluences of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury— who  apparently  recoils  £rom  no 
proceeding,  whatever  may  be  its  charac- 
ter— and  appear  in  the  character  of 
Leader  of  the  House,  instead  of  Leader 
of  the  Ministry,  he  would  assent  to  this 
course  of  procedure.  If,  however,  ho 
should  persist  in  this  Motion,  I  do  not 
think  he  will  do  much  good,  for  there  is 
nothing  that  will  create  more  strenuous 
opposition. 

Amendment  proposed  to  leave  out  the 
word  "immediately,'*  in  order  to  insert 
the  words  "  upon  Monday  next," — 
(Lord  Randolph  Ckwrchili,)  —  instead 
thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  immediately '  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion." 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  I  desire  only  to 
correct  the  view  taken  by  the  noble  Lord, 
who  said  this  is  the  most  dangerous 
precedent  of  which  any  Government  can 
avail  itself.  The  noble  Lord  said  I 
availed  myself  of  a  pretext  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  House.  What  the 
noble  Lord  called  a  pretext  is  the  fact 
that  the  House  itself,  represented  by 
many  Gentlemen  who  spoke,  by  the 
silence  of  all  the  i-est — and,  most  of  all, 
represented  by  the  noble  Lord  himself — 
expressed  a  very  strong  desire  yesterday 
that,  for  the  convenience  of  the  House, 
a  statement  should  be  made  to-day,  and 
not  on  Monday,  with  regard  to  Egyptian 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
On  the  Report  of  Supply.  [CVim  «/ 
"Order!"] 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  I  only  wish  to 
observe  that  the  noble  Lord's  statements 
as  to  a  pretext  having  been  resorted  to 
are  really  idle ;  because  what  the  Go- 
vernment have  done  they  have  done  in 
obedience  to  the  impulsion  of  the  Houae, 
and  without  any  dissentient  voice.  [  Critt 
of"  Without  Notice  !"]  There  should, 
therefore,  be  no  fear  of  the  misuse  by 
the  Government  of  such  a  precedent  for 
the  future  for  Government  purposes. 
The  noble  Lord  said  he  wished  to  have 
the  statement  made  upon  Report ;  but 
recollecting  that  Report  of  Supply  was 
a  recital  of  the  Totes  passed  by  Com- 
mittee, I  considered  that  that  proposal 
would  be  the  most  inconvenient  way  that 
could  be  devised  of  dealing  with  the 
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subject.  When  the  Hoaae  meets  upon 
a  Saturday  at  the  close  of  the  Session,  it 
usually  sits  in  Supply  to  a  late  hour, 
and  sometimes  until  Sunday  morning; 
and  it  was  considered  by  the  noble  Lord 
tikat  after  disposing  of  Sum>ly>  perhaps 
at  11  o'clock,  an  hour  before  onnd^, 
we  should  take  this  question  of  tne 
Egyptian  Conference,  To  make  the 
statement  at  that  time  on  Beport  of 
Supply  would  be  most  inconvenient  to 
hon.  Members,  besides  which  the  usual 
means  of  publicity  will  have  been  com- 

fletely  paralysed  until  Monday  morning, 
t  appears  to  me  that  for  the  House  to 
hear  the  statement  at  6  o'clock  was  con- 
Tenient,  and  that  the  postponement  to 
10  or  11  o'clock  would  have  been  very 
inconvenient  indeed.  I  hope  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  and  considering  the 
origin  of  this  affair,  which  was  entirely 
the  impulsion  of  the  House  itself,  and 
was  not  suggested  by  the  Government — - 
I  hope  we  may  not  be  prevented  from 
prooeediuff  wiu  Supply.  It  was  well 
understood,  or  should  have  been  under- 
stood, there  was  no  intention  of  taking 
any  Irish  Votes ;  and  there  could  not  be 
a  more  lamentable  exhibition,  not  for 
the  Government,  or  the  Opposition,  but 
for  the  whole  House,  than  a  continual 
wrangle  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  missed  the 
point  they  endeavoured  to  bring  out, 
which  was  that  if  they  were  able  to 
interrupt  proceedings  of  Supply  in  this 
way,  why  was  it  considered  necessary  to 
pass  the  Constabulary  Vote  ?  Why  were 
not  the  proceedings  in  Committee  merely 
suspended  in  order  to  enable  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  to  be  made, 
instead  of  Members  being  given  to 
understand  by  their  agreeing  to  a  Vote 
that  Supply  would  m  closed  for  the 
day? 

Me.  JUSTIN  M'OAHTHY  asked 
whether  the  House  would  have  con- 
sented to  report  Progress  if  it  had  been 
thought  that  the  unprecedented  pro- 
ceeding would  be  resorted  to  of  setting 
up  Supply  again  ?  The  fact  that  Irish 
Votes  were  not  to  be  taken  did  not 
reconcile  the  Irish  Members  at  all  to  this 
strange  and  new  and  startling  innova- 
tion, which  followed  so  curiously  upon 
the  inadvertence  of  yesterday,  for  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  re- 
sponsible. He  desired  only  straight- 
forward conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Q(0- 

2[r.  eiadttom 


vemment,  and  should  certainly  resist 
such  an  innovation  as  they  proposed. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NOETHCOTE :  I 
am  sorry  to  see  the  difficulty  which  has 
arisen  in  this  matter.  I  must  admit 
that  the  circumstances  are  peculiar ;  but 
I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  how  far  they  are  likely 
to  advance  Public  Business  by  pressing 
the  Motion.  It  was  generaUy  under- 
stood that  the  Irish  Votes  were  fixed  for 
to-day,  and  that  that  would  be  the  only 
Business ;  but  yesterday,  in  consequence 
of  the  position  in  which  it  was  known 
that  the  Conference  stood,  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  asked  whether  it 
would  not  be  possible  on  Report  of 
Supply  for  a  Minister  to  make  a  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Conference. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I 
understand,  raised  an  objection  to  that 
course  of  proceeding,  stating  that  it 
would  not  be  convenient,  on  Report  of 
Supply,  to  make  such  a  statement.  That 
objection,  however,  wm  orerruled ;  and 
I  certainly  understood  that  Beport  of 
Supply  would  be  taken  at  some  period 
between  6  and  8  o'clock,  and  that  the 
statement  would  then  be  made,  provided 
the  Government  were  in  a  position  to 
do  so.  I  myself  was  certainly  under  the 
impression  that  the  Prime  Minister's 
statement  would  be  made  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  Supply.  Under  the  circumstances, 
and  seeing  the  feeling  of  the  House,  I 
would  venture  to  put  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  would  be  consulting 
the  convenience  of  the  House  by  the 
course  they  propose ;  and  whether,  if 
they  persist  in  it,  they  will  gain  any 
advantage  ? 

Sra  WILLIAM  HAROOURT  said, 
if  there  was  any  intention  of  continuing 
the  contest  upon  this  question,  it  would 
be  unseemly  to  further  prolong  it.  He 
wished  the  House,  however,  to  be  under 
no  misapprehension.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  Houso 
seemed  to  think  the  Government  in- 
tended to  take  the  House  by  surprise. 
[(7A«r«.]  That  was  entirely  unfounded 
— there  was  no  such  intention.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  no  man  in  the  House 
who  did  not  know  the  whole  afternoon 
the  course  which  would  be  taken. 
["No,  no!"]  He  should  have  sup- 
posed that  it  would  have  been  known 
n*om  the  ordinary  sources  of  information, 
n™  quit.  .n.toUKK^r^^^^^n- 
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stabulary  Vote,  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed for  six  hours  and  a  quarter, 
would  be  taken  first,  and  when  that  was 
disposed  of  the  Govenunent  hoped  they 
should  be  allowed  to  make  progress 
with  other  Totes  in  Supply.  [An  hon. 
Uembsr  :  It  was  not  disposed  of  ;  it  was 
interrupted.]  He  had  patiently  listened 
to  the  hon.  Member,  and  he  hoped  he 
should  be  now  allowed  to  speak  for  a 
few  minutes  without  interruption.  It 
was  suggested,  during  the  discussion  as 
to  the  order  of  BusineaSf  that  it  would 
be  for  the  convenienoe  of  the  House  if 
the  Prime  Minister  were  to  make  a  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Conference ; 
and  it  was  thought  that  it  would  also  be 
for  the  convenience  of  Members  if  the 
statement  were  made  about  6  o'clock. 
It  was  now  made  a  complaint  that  the 
statement  was  made  by  some  false  pre- 
tence. ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  Hon.  Mem- 
bers should  not  easily  chaise  others 
with  false  pretence ;  but  it  was  becoming 
a  habit  to  use  language  of  that  kind, 
which  was  most  offensive  and  unfounded. 
Ihe^  might  some  day  be  sitting  on  the 
Ministerial  Benches  themselves,  when 
the^  would  be  extremely  indignant  if 
nnular  charges  were  made  against  them. 
What  was  intended  was  to  give  effect  to 
the  discussion  on  the  Constabulary  Yote, 
and  as  the  interruption  in  the  Business 
occurred  it  was  thought  it  would  be  a 
convenient  time  to  take  the  Vote.  There 
was  no  desire  to  curtail  the  discussion  on 
the  Constabulary  Vote.  ["Oh,  oh!"] 
So  thoroughly  was  that  understood  that 
the  Prime  Minister  came  to  an  agree- 
ment with  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  that  the  discussion 
of  this  matter  should  be  postponed  till 
the  Report,  which  would  be  brought  on 
at  a  reasonable  hour.  How,  then,  could 
it  be  said  that  on  false  pretences  the 
Ooremment  endeavoured  to  curtail  dis- 
cussion ?  He  reminded  the  House  that 
it  was  the  desire  of  hon.  Members  that 
the  Session  should  be  brought  to  a  close 
as  soon  as  possible ;  and  he  hoped,  under 
all  the  circumstanoes,  they  might  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed  with  the  considenUion 
oi  some  of  the  Euglish  Votes. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'OON^OB  said,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  GwUeman  had  com- 
plained of  the  use  of  strong  language  ; 
but  it  was,  he  believed,  at  a  Saturday 
Sitting  that  the  proceeding  occurred  to 
which  the  historic  phrase  "a  dirty  trick" 
had  been  applied  by  the  right  hon.  and 
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learned  Gentleman.  Perhaps  his  own 
proceedings  that  day  would  deserve  the 
phrase  as  well.  If  any  strong  language 
had  been  used,  it  had  been  elicited  and 
more  than  excused  by  the  conduct  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  When  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  rose,  and  in  the  most 
respectful  manner  called  the  Speaker's 
attention  to  questions  of  Order,  they 
were  assailed  with  the  cry  of  "  Name ! " 
That  form  of  interruption  was  one  of 
the  most  odious  and  insulting  that  conld 
be  used  towards  an  hon.  Member ;  and 
if  there  was  any  person  who  ought  to 
be  named  it  was  the  person  who  cried 
"  Name,  name  !  "  He  himself  brought 
no  charge  of  deliberate  unfairness  on 
the  part  of  the  Government ;  but  the 
fact  still  remained  that  hon.  Members  on 
these  Benches  had  been  taken  completely 
by  surprise.  He  warned  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  should  resist  them  in 
this  proposal  as  long  as  the  Forms  of  the 
House  permitted,  and  that  not  one  mi- 
nute of  time  would  be  gained  by  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
trample  on  the  traditions  of  the  House. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  there  had  been 
no  intention  of  orer- reaching  or  mislead- 
ing the  House.  What  had  been  in- 
tended to  be  done  was  to  move  to  report 
Progress,  and  on  that  Motion  to  xoAke 
the  statement  in  renrd  to  the  Con- 
ference. The  I^me  Minister  was  aboat 
to  make  that  Motion  ;  but  the  Chairman 
had  left  the  Chair  before  his  right  hon. 
Friend  could  get  up.  That  was  the 
whole  basis  on  which  the  charge  of  un- 
fairness rested.  The  Chairman  having 
left  the  Chair,  and  the  statement  having 
been  made,  he  had  moved  that  the  House 
immediately  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  Six  hours  were  given 
to  the  Constabulary  Vote,  and  the  dis- 
cuBsionappearedto  have  been  exhausted ; 
but  as  some  hon.  Members  got  up  aod 
said  they  had  other  observations  to  make, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Report  of  the 
Vote  should  be  taken  at  half -past  1 1 . 
In  the  circumstances,  however,  there  did 
not  seem  to  be  any  prospect  of  making 
progress  in  Supply;  and,  therefore,  he 
should  withdraw  the  Motion,  thus  allow- 
ing the  Business  of  the  evening  to  come 
to  an  end. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
that  if  they  adopted  the  proposal  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  they  would 
establish  the  precedent  against  which 
they  protested.    One  of  t£e  most  dis- 
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tinguuhed  men  that  ever  adorned  that 
Chair,  Hr.  Speaker  Onslow,  said  on  a 
menunaUe  occasion  that  the  Forms  and 
Boles  of  the  House  were  an  indispen- 
■able  protection  of  the  minority,  and 
that  it  was  the  Antj  of  every  Speaker 
and  Ohaiman  for  the  time  beine  to 
enfoxoe  those  Bnles  and  Votma  for  weir 
pioteetion.  One  of  the  best  established 
Boles  of  the  Hoose  was,  "That  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  be  diaposed  of  in  the 
order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  Paper." 
The  first  Order  that  day  was  Supply; 
the  second  was  Beport.  Supply  having 
been  bronght  to  an  end,  B^xnrt  ought 
to  be  next  taken. 

The  SOLICITOB  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farbrb  Hersohbll)  said,  now  that  the 
OoTemment  had  yielded  what  they  had 
been  contending  for  he  hoped  this  dis- 
Ottssion  would  not  be  prolonged.  They 
would  take  no  further  Votes  in  Supply, 
but  would  proceed  to  the  Beport.  They 
would  accept  the  [ooposal  that  on  Mon- 
day tiie  House  should  resolre  itself  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

LoBD  BiJn)0£jPH  CHTJBOHILL 
■aid,  he  was  prepared  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  on  condition  that  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  withdrew  his  Motion. 

Mb.  8P£A£EB  said,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  an  Order  as  to  Supply  for 
Monday. 

Question  put,  and  mgatwei. 

Question,  "That  the  words  'upon 
Monday  next'  be  there  inserted,"  put, 
and  agrttd  to. 

Committee  upon  Monday  next. 

Besdution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
dmjf  next. 

SUPPLY.— BEPORT.  . 
Besolutions  [let  August]  reporUd. 
First  and  Second  Besolutions  post' 

Third  Besolution  agreed  to. 

Fourth  Besolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Besolution." 

Mb.  "WABTON  moved  that  the  Be- 
port be  postponed  until  Monday,  as  a 
protest  against  the  manner  in  which  the 
vote  had  been  taken  in  Committee  by 
tiw  Semtary  to  the  Treasury. 

Jfr.  Ariknr  O'Cmwr 


Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  "That."  to  the  end  of 
the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  the  Debate  on  the  Further  Oonaidera- 
tion  of  the  Besoluiiim  be  adjoumed,"— 
{Mr.  ^ar^Mi,)— instead  tiiereof. 

Question  put,  "That"  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  House  divided:— Ayet  36 ;  Noes  4 : 
Majority  33.— (Div.  List,  No.  206.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Subsequent  Besolutions  tyreed  to. 

Postponed  Besolutions  to  be  oonsidered 
upon  Monday  next. 

Sib  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL :  As  a 
personal  explanation,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  voted  in  the  minorify, 
because  I  thought  I  was  voting  that  the 
Beport  be  not  adjourned. 

House  adjourned  at  a  qoarter  after 
Eight  o'clock  till  Mcmday  next 
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Second  Reading— EAac^cia  (SooiUnd)  Provi- 
Bioaal  Order*  (218);  Locsl  Governmeot 
(Ireland)  Fronnonal  Orders  (Labouren  A(^} 
(No.  8)»  (217)  ;  Military  Pensions  and  Yeo- 
munrj-  Pay  *  (232)  ;  Chartered  Companiea  * 
{331 1 ;  Infants  i237),  diacK.-,  Pablio  Heal^ 
(Ireland)  (Districta)  *  (238). 

CImtmrUM—iii/wrt— Expiring  Lavs  Continn< 
ance*  (236). 

JZffxirt— Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  *  (229). 
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EGYPT— THE  CONFEEENCB. 

HDTIBTSBIAL  STATEUENT. 

Earl  GBANVILLE  :  My  Lords,  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  lajiog  on  the  Table  of 
your  Lordships*  House  certain  Papers, 
and  I  must  apologize  to  your  Lordships 
for  their  not  being  in  a  more  perfect  state. 
It  has  been  physically  impossible  to  pro* 
dnce  the  Protocols  with  the  translations 
in  the  time  within  which  we  were  moat 
anxious  to  present  them.  I  think,  how- 
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general  information  which  vour  Lord- 
^ips  require,  and  the  translations  will 
be  ready  the  day  after  to-morrow.  Tour 
Lordships  are  aware  that  the  Confer- 
ence waa,  at  its  sitting  on  Saturday,  ad- 
journed withoot  coming  to  an  agree- 
ment on  tbe  alteration  in  the  Law  of 
Liquidation.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me, 
on  this  occasion,  to  aay  much  in  regard 
to  the  preliminary  Anglo-French  Agree- 
ment, which  has  already  been  submitted 
to  your  Lordshipa.  I  am  aware  that  it 
has  met  in  this  coantry  with  consider- 
able criticism,  and  even  Totes  of  Censure 
hare  been  threatened.  For  diy  part,  I 
not  only  beliere  tliat  the  Agreement 
would  have  gained  by  full  discussion ; 
but  I  regret  that  the  Agreement,  from 
a  condition  made  at  the  time,  is  not  at 
present  binding  either  on  France  or  on 
this  country.  It  was  negotiated  in  a 
statesmanlike  and  friendly  spirit  on 
principles  which  I  shall  always  consider 
creditable  to  the  two  Govemmenta,  se- 
curing for  each  country  that  which  was 
valuable  for  each,  and  on  both  making 
concessions  which  were  valuable  and 
just.  Charles  Fox,  when  he  invented 
handicapping  two  racehorses,  advised 
that  the  owner  of  each  should  place  a 
Bovereign  in  the  hands  of  the  handi- 
capper.  If  one  owner  accepted  the  award 
and  the  other  refused,  the  sovereign 
went  to  the  owner  who  accepted ;  but  if 
both  owners  accepted,  or  both  owners 
refused,  the  sovereigns  remained  with 
the  handicapper,  who,  Mr.  Fox  thoagbt, 
might  be  assumed  to  have  come  to  a 
fair  and  a  right  decision.  On  the  prin- 
ciple which  a  great  statesman  applied  to 
a  mere  pastime,  it  might  equally  be  ar- 
gued that  when  two  Governments  arrived 
at  an  adjustment  of  a  natural  difference, 
which  at  first  obtains  the  approval  of 
both  oountriea,  or  which  provokes  con- 
siderable criticism  in  both,  there  is  an 
d  priori  probability  that  the  arrange- 
ment has  not  been  of  a  very  one-sided 
character.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that 
this  sort  of  justification,  whatever  it 
may  be  worth,  for  tbe  British  negotia- 
tors has  not  been  wanting  in  France. 
The  arrangement  was  severely  criticized 
by  the  French  Frees,  and  the  feelings 
of  the  Chamber  have  been  so  adverse 
that  it  naturally  had  its  influence  upon 
the  negotiations.  I  have  here  a  short 
Ueuorandum  showing  the  different  pro- 
posals that  were  made  to  the  Confer- 
ence.   Our  first  proposal  was  made  on 


the  28th  of  June.  It  was  that  a  pre- 
Freference  Loan  of  £8,000,000  should 
he  guaranteed  by  England,  the  interest 
and  Sinking  Fund  amounting  to  4^  per 
cent;  that  the  interest  on  each  of  the 
existing  loans  should  be  reduced  by  ^ 
per  cent,  and  the  Sinking  Funds  sus- 
pended—we left  it  to  the  Congress  to 
decide  whether  the  Domain  Loan  should 
be  included — that  the  surplus  should  go, 
one-half  to  the  Egyptian  Government 
and  the  otherhalf  tothe  Sinking  Funds, 
and  that  the  charge  for  the  Army  of 
Occupation  should  be  limited  to  £800, 000 
a-year.  Then  came  the  French  countor- 
propoeal  made  on  a  higher  estimate  of 
revenue.  It  was  made  on  the  22nd  of 
July,  and  was  as  follows: — That  the 
Sinking  Fund  should  be  suspended,  but 
that  the  rate  of  interest  on  ^1  the  loans 
should  be  maintained  except  the  Suez 
Oanal  Loan  made  by  England,  from 
which  1  per  cent  should  be  deducted ; 
that  the  administrative  expenses  should 
be  fixed  at  the  sum  proposed  by  Eng- 
land ;  that  an  inquiry  into  tbe  land  re- 
venue should  be  undertaken  by  England, 
and  the  result  communicated  to  a  Con- 
ference in  1886,  and  that  the  £8,000,000 
loan  should  be  guaranteed  by  all  the 
Powers.  To  this,  which  we  rejected,^ we 
made  two  counter- proposals  on  the  24th 
of  July.  One  of  these  was  that  the  new 
loan  should  be  raised  without  guarantee, 
the  indemnities  being  paid  in  its  Stock; 
that  the  administrative  expenses,  as 
agreed  between  us  and  the  French, 
should  be  the  next  charge  on  the  Egyp- 
tian Bevenues;  that  the  third  charge 
should  be  the  interest  on  the  existing 
debts ;  that  any  surplus  should  be  di- 
vided equally  between  the  Sinking  Funds 
and  the  Egyptian  Exchequer;  and  that 
any  deficit  should  fall  on  the  interest  of 
the  loans.  The  other  proposal  was  that 
the  diminution  of  interest  under  our 
original  plan  should  last  only  for  10 
years,  and  that  the  Conference  should 
then  meet  again,  and  that  ire  should  only 
guarantee  so  much  of  the  pre-Vrefer- 
ence  Loan  as  would  not  be  required  for 
the  indemnities.  On  the  28th  of  July 
we  discussed  the  first  of  the  two  pro- 
posals, to  which  the  French  objected, 
proposing  instead  to  make  the  enlire  in- 
terest of  all  the  existing  debts  the  second 
charge,  and  the  administrative  expenses 
the  third.  If  there  should  be  a  surplus 
the  whole  should  go  to  the  Egyptian 
Exchequer  for  10  years.  If  there  was  a 
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deficit  the  Oommiauon  of  the  Oaiase 

would  arrange,  in  concert  with  the 
Egyptian  Government,  how  to  meet  it ; 
but  that  no  reduction  in  the  interest  of 
the  Debt  oonld  take  place.  After  dis- 
coasion,  in  which  we  offered  to  give  our 
proposal  a  duration  of  only  three  years, 
the  French  took  it  ad  referendum.  On 
the  following  day,  the  29th  of  July,  no 
answer  having  been  received  from  the 
French  Oovemment,  we  made,  on  a  aug- 
gestaon  from  Count  Nigra,  the  following 
amended  proposal : — That  after  the  in- 
terest on  the  New  Loan,  which  would 
form  the  first  charge  on  the  Bevenues  of 
Bgypt,  the  next  charge  should  be  the 
mterast  on  all  the  existing  loans,  less  ^ 
per  oe&t;  that- the  third  charge  should 
be  the  administrative  expenses;  that  the 
fourth  should  be  the  ^  per  cent,  so  far  as 
the  balance  would  allow,  and  that  if 
there  was  any  surplus  it  should  be  di- 
vided between  the  Sinking  Fund  and  the 
Egyptian  Exchequer ;  and  that  this  ar- 
rangement should  be  for  three  years. 
To  this,  on  the  2nd  of  Ai^st,  the 
French  made  their  final  ooimter-pro- 
posal,  which  we  rejected. 

"  That  the  New  Loan  ohoiild  he  made  in  Pri- 
vileged Stock,  which  would  be  the  firgt  charge 
on  the  Berenaes ;  that  the  second  charge  Bhonld 
be  the  full  interest  on  the  other  loans,  hut  that 
the  Sinking  Fund  should  be  euspended  for  three 
years ;  that  the  third  charge  should  be  the  ad- 
ministrative chaieea  as  we  had  settled  them ; 
that  any  balance  shonld  go  to  the  Egyptian  Ez- 
oheqner ;  that  any  defioienoy  shoald  be  reported 
to  the  Commission  of  the  Caisse,  to  con^  of 
seven  members,  who  would  arrange  with  the 
Egyptian  Government  how  to  meet  it.  If  this 
involved  a  redaction  of  interest  it  conld  only  he 
effected  hf  an  Dnanimoos  vote  of  the  Oommis- 
sionera.  If  they  diffwed,  the  matter  would  bo 
referred  to  the  Qreat  Powers ;  that  the  inquiry 
into  the  land  revenue  should  be  undertaken  and 
the  result  brought  before  a  meeting  of  the  Con- 
f erenos  in  1887." 

Tour  Lordships  will  have  perceived  that 
the  last  proposal  of  the  French  Oovem- 
ment differed  from  ours  in  two  respects — 
first,  as  to  the  mode  of  raising  the  New 
Ijoan  on  which  both  Governments  were 
willing  to  arrive,  and  might  easily  have  ar- 
rived at  an  agreement ;  secondly,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  necessary  charges 
of  the  administration  and  the  interest  of  [ 
the  preeent  Debt  shall  be  dealt  with.  The 
Frraoh  plan,  in  our  judgment,  would 
produce  a  normal  deficit  of  £500,000,  or, 
according  to  the  Egyptian  authorities,  of 
£1,000.000  a  year,  leaving  to  the  Com- 
mistiiim  of  the  Caisse,  whose  offidal  duty 
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it  is  to  represent  the  creditors,  not  tiie 
Egyptian  debtors,  to  decide  how  far, 
from  year  to  year,  this  deficiency  ia  to 
be  made  good,  thus,  practically,  ex- 
cluding the  remedy  of  any  reduction  of 
the  interest  unless,  after  an  indefinite 
lapse  of  time,  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  Powers  should  agree  nnanixnoosly 
to  it.  This  would  have  given  io  the 
Oaisse,  not  merely  the  addition  of  some 
useful  powers  of  check  and  investigation 
such  as  was  provided  for  in  the  Anglo- 
French  Agreement ;  but  would  have 
given  to  it  the  complete  control  of  the 
government  and  affairs  of  Egypt.  It  is 
a  great  misfortune  that  France  and  Eng- 
land could  not  come  conscientiously  to  an 
agreement,  especially  as  if  we  had  done 
so  die  other  Powers  were  ready  to  oononr 
in  it.  No  one  can  deplore  this  more 
than  Her  Ifqesty^s  Ghivemment ;  but  I 
cannot  altogether  r^fret,  if  the  disagree- 
ment was  inevitable,  that  the  Ultimatum 
of  the  French  Government  should  be  one 
which  I  believe  your  Lordships  will 
unanimously  be  of  opinion  it  was  impos- 
sible for  us  to  accept.  I  hope  that  this 
House  will  understand  that,  in  saying 
this,  I  do  not  pretend  to  criticize  the 
conduct  of  France  in  wishing  to  defend 
the  rights  of  bar  subjects.  Even  if  so 
large  a  number  of  Egyptian  securiUes 
were  not  held  in  this  country,  I  shonld 
entirely  sympathize  with  the  French  Go- 
vernment in  the  desire  that  rights  se- 
cured—though in  different  circumstances 
— under  International  Agreement  to  in- 
dividuals should,  if  it  were  possible,  be 
maintained.  Bat  the  view  which  we  de- 
sired to  place  before  the  Powers,  parties 
to  this  International  Agreement,  was 
that,  while  i^ypt  was  bound  to  do  her 
best  to  meet  ^e  daims  upon  her,  it  was 
the  duty  of  all  of  us  to  see  that  Eg;ypt 
was  placed  in  a  position  in  which  she 
could  live.  It  has  been  asked  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Gtivemment  applied  to 
Germany  to  mediate.  Now,  certainly, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  uige  strongly 
upon  Uie  Bepresentatives  of  all  the 
Powers  the  hope  that,  in  the  intereeta  of 
Egypt,  we  should  receive  their  support. 
It  was  not  likely  that  I  should  except 
such  a  Power  as  Germany — whose  atti- 
tude towards  us  about  E^pt  has  been 
of  a  very  friendly  character — from  this 
appeal,  or  that  I  should  conceal  my  be- 
lief that  her  influence  in  Europe  might 
be  of  great  use  to  Egypt  in  this  crisis. 
I  did  not  ask  for  the  mediation  of  0«r- 
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many  or  of  any  other  Power,  though  I 
do  not  see  what  objection  there  would 
have  been  in  doing  so  if  there  had  been 
a  chance  of  mediation  being  acceptable 
and  accepted  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  I 
must  state  how  grateful  we  feel  to  Italy 
for  the  support  she  has  given  us,  a  sup- 
port which  seems  to  us  to  be  based  on 
a  very  friendly  feeling  to  this  country, 
and  on  an  enlightened  interMt  in  the 
welfare  of  'Egyyt.  We  also  appreciate 
the  assistance  g^ven  us  by  Turliey,  as  a 
proof  that  our  consistent  adherence  to 
our  word  was  not  without  its  effect  Ujpon 
the  Sovereign  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
I  must  add,  that  we  have  no  just  reason 
to  complain  of  the  neutral  attitude  of  the 
great  military  States.  Knowing  that 
the  decision  of  the  Powers  must  always 
be  imanimouB,  and  can  never  be  decided 
by  a  majority,  and  perceiving  a  diver- 
gence between  two  of  the  Powers,  both 
as  to  facts  and  as  to  principles,  it  was, 
of  course,  a  great  temptation  to  avoid 
pronouncing  an  opinion  which  would  not 
at  the  time  be  decisive.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  Conference  having  adjourned 
without  an  Agreement  places  a  great 
responsibility  upon  us.  We  have  re- 
covered our  perfect  freedom  of  action ; 
but  it  will  require  Hie  most  oatipf  ul  oon- 
Bideration  how  we  shall  use  it.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  in  con- 
templation a  preliminary  step,  which  I 
should  hope  to  be  able  to  describe  to- 
morrow. 

The  Maeqtjess  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  I  can  only  heartily  congratu- 
late Her  Mai  esty's  Government  in  having 
got  rid  of  the  Conference.  I  believe  it 
was  founded  on  a  miscoibception.  It 
was  founded  on  an  attribution  of  a 
higher  international  signifioanoe  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Law  of  Liquidation 
than  that  law  justly  deserves;  and,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  having  unneces- 
sarily tied  their  own  hands,  it  required 
all  these  dangerous  and  clumsy  expo- 
nents for  the  purpose  of  untying  them 
again.  There  was  a  great  danger— a 
danger  whitdi,  I  think,  the  event  has 
proved — that  if  this  Conference  bad 
come  to  a  deciacm,  those  engagements 
which  appear  in  the  Anglo-iVench  Agree- 
ment with  respect  to  the  powers  of  the 
Caisse  would  nave  developed,  as  we  all 
feared  they  would,  into  a  Multiple  Con- 
trol. The  very  readiness  shown  by  the 
French  Government  to  utilize  and  ex- 
tend and  expand  the  powers  of  the 


Gaisae  proved  the  importance  which  they 
attached  to  that  organization ;  and  I 
think  Her  Majestjr's  Government  took 
alarm,  not  quite  too  late,  but  very  late 
indeed,  when  they  saw  that,  by  giving 
the  power  of  the  purse  praoticuly  to 
the  Oaisse,  we  gave  to  them  the  power 
of  the  Government  altogether ;  and  it  is 
impossible  not  to  congratulate  Egypt  on 
having  escaped  from  the  permanent  do- 
minion of  the  tribunal  which  was  die- 
solved  on  Saturday,  because  those  same 
PowOTs  that  met  were,  and  were  unable 
to  agree  even  upon  the  principles  of 
their  action,  would  have  had,  if  the 
original  Agreement  had  been  carried 
out,  to  decide  again  and  again  upon 
questions  vital  to  the  conduct  of  finance, 
and  therefore  to  the  conduct  of  good 
government  in  Egypt ;  and  Egypt  would 
have  met  in  their  Conference  with  the 
same  inability  to  view  her  interests  or 
duties  from  the  same  point  of  view  that 
brought  the  enterprize  of  Her  Majesty's 
Gorenuuent  to  so  inauspicious  a  contu- 
sion upon  Saturday.  I  think  that  we 
cannot  distrust  too  much  th.e  attempt  to 
manage  details  by  the  medium  of  any 
kind  of  Multiple  International  Oontrol. 
The  Tery  oiroamstanoes  cm  whidh  the 
noble  Lord  has  dwelt— that  all  the  de- 
cisions of  the  tribunal  must  be  taken 
unanimously — ^is  in  itself  quite  sufficient 
to  incapacitate  any  such  machine  from 
any  effective  government  of  any  country 
that  is  confided  to  it.  But,  my  Lords,  I 
do  not  wish  to  criticize  at  any  length 
the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord,  which, 
no  doubt,  is  as  clear  as  could  be  expected 
under  the  circumstances,  which  are  ne- 
cessarily more  or  less  complicated.  I 
do  not  understand  the  application  of 
the  pleasant  apologue  which  he  told  us 
from  the  history  of  Charles  Fox,  that  if 
the  owners  did  not  agree  the  handi- 
capper  got  the  money.  The  owners  on 
ttus  occasion  are  England  and  Fnuaoe; 
but  who  is  the  hfuadicapper  ?  Who  has 
got  the  money  on  this  occasion?  Ob- 
viously, somebody— some  very  powerftil 
prason— somebody  who  will  not  trust 
them — somebody  whohae  got  advantages 
which  they  have  not  got.  I  shall  not 
mention  who  this  is,  for  I  have  not  the 
advantage  of  the  noble  Earl's  assistance 
to  indicate  the  personage  who  must  be 
considered  as  keeping  the  money  on  this 
occasion.  But  I  am  afraid  that  in  the 
future  the  truth  of  the  noble  Earl's 
apologue  will  be  shown.   Buty  after  aUL 
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these  an  matters  of  the  past,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  exaKgerate  their  importance, 
lamaorrylhat  l^enoble  Lord  has  thoug^ht 
it  necessary  fo  renew  his  adhesion  to 
what  I  consider  are  the  absolutely  ex- 
tinct proviaioDs  of  the  Anglo-French 
Convention ;  but  I  hope  we  may  believe 
tliat,  having  been  thrown,  as  the  Prime 
Minister  said,  into  abeyance,  no  authority 
which  can  exist  can  call  them  back  into 
activity.  But  I  cannot  help  being  very 
much  interested  in  the  last  statement  of 
the  noble  Earl — that  he  was  conscious 
that  a  great  responsibility  rested  on  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  that  he  was 
about  to-morrow  to  state  the  first  step 
which  they  were  going  to  take  in  the 
diecharge  of  that  responsibility.  Well, 
we  shall  await  that  announcement  with 
the  very  greatest  interest,  because  the 
problem  before  us  is  one  which,  un- 
doubtedly, at  first  sight,  seems  to  require 
aU  the  uill  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  solve.  By  the  hypothesis  on 
which  the  Conference  was  dissolved,  the 
very  resources  which  are  at  present  at 
the  command  of  the  Government  of 
Egypt  are  insufficient  for  carrying  on 
the  government  of  the  country  and  pay- 
ing its  debts.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
there  being  a  difficulty  ;  there  is  an  im- 
possibility. According  to  the  view  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  elected  to 
close  the  Conference,  it  is  impossible, 
while  paying  the  Debt,  to  satisfy,  with  jus- 
tice to  the  f^ptian  people,  the  present 
exigencies  of  the  Government.  Well, 
but  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  noble 
Earl  again,  they  are  not  able  to  reduce 
the  interest  of  the  Debt  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Powers,  which  they  do  not 
possess.  They  are  not  able  to  rednce 
me  cost  of  the  government  of  Egypt, 
because  that  is  the  ground  on  which 
they  have  dissolved  the  Oonferenoe.  The 
money  must  be  found  somewhere,  and 
they  cannot  get  it  from  the  credit  or 
resources  of  the  English  Government, 
because  they  have  taken  no  Vote  of 
Parliament  for  that  purpose;  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  at  present  in  the  condi- 
tion of  having  found  that  certain  money, 
by  their  own  most  solemn  assertions, 
was  indispensably  necessary,  and  having, 
by  assertions  equally  solemn,  ascertained 
there  are  no  resources  from  which  that 
money  can  be  drawn.  I  shall  listen 
with  great  interest  to  the  account  to- 
morrow how  they  pn^se  to  solve  this 


problem ;  but  a  discussion  of  the  Con- 
ference  itself  is  pr«natuie  until  the 
Papers  are  placed  before  us. 

Lord  HOUGHTON :  With  regard  to 
the  Egyptian  accounts,  I  wish  to  ptrt  a 
Question  to  my  noble  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affaire, because, 
by  some  misapprehension,  a  rumour  has 
gone  abroad,  and  it  is  mentioned  by  a 
public  print — one  of  the  best  informed 
upon  Egyptian  affairs— I  wish  to  know 
whether  there  is  any  ground  for  any 
suspicion  that  these  accounts  are  unsatis- 
factory or  inaccurate ;  and  whether  the 
criticisms  of  the  French  or  any  other 
experts  justify  such  statementa? 

Earl  GBANYILLE  :  The  Ouestion 
of  my  noble  Friend  is  a  very  natural 
one,  because  one  gentleman  referred  to 
is  a  near  relative  of  my  noble  Friend. 
The  report  was  founded  upon  a  misun- 
derstanding or  misapprehension.  There 
was  no  accusation  made  i^ainat  the  form 
of  the  accounts,  or  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  kept.  The  question  aa  to  the 
difference  of  opinion  was  a  difference  as 
to  the  estimates  of  revenue  arising  from 
the  Land  Tax,  and  that  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Accountant's  office.  I  am 
glad  to  tske  the  opportunity  of  stating 
that  no  two  gentlemen  could  have  done 
their  work  more  efficiently  than  those 
upon  whom  the  duties  devolved,  and 
their  work  has  been  performed  very 
much  to  their  credit  with  the  assistance 
of  a  staff  of  employh  which  has  been 
wonderfully  diminished,  and  which  has 
been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the 
Natives  of  the  country. 

CITY  OF  LONDON— THE  BENEFICE  OF 
ST.  OLA.VE,  JEWRY. 

QUESTION.  OB3KBVATION8. 

Thb  Eakx.  op  MILLTOWN,  in  rising 
to  ask,  Why  the  benefice  of  Saint  Olave, 
Jewry,  in  the  City  of  London,  of  which 
the  Lord  Chancellor  is  the  patron,  has 
been  left  vacant  for  two  years,  notwi&- 
standing  the  repeated  prayers  of  the 
parishioners  for  the  appointment  of 
some  godly  clergyman  as  rector?  said, 
that  on  this  site  there  had  been  a  church 
for  over  700  years,  and  now  a  scheme 
had  been  set  on  foot  to  unite  the  pariah 
to  that  of  St.  Margaret's,  and  to  secu- 
larize the  church.  The  church  was  built 
by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  and  hundreds^ 
perhaps  thousands,  of  City  worthies  lay 
boried  in  its  Taulte.    The  iohabitaidt 
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vere  prepared  to  ose  almost  any  means 
to  prevent  the  desecration  of  tifie  dead 
which  the  sale  of  the  site  would  entail. 
Li  some  oases,  no  doubt,  it  was  inevit- 
able that  this  should  take  place ;  but 
the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  denied  that 
this  was  the  case  here.  If  the  scheme 
were  carried  out,  one  church  would  have 
to  serve  for  seven  parishes.  It  was  true 
that  the  congregation  had  been  extremely 
small ;  but  that  had  been  owing  largely 
to  the  fact  of  its  rector  having  been  an 
absentee  for  many  years,  and  clergymen 
of  neighbouring  parishes  had  found 
themselves  able  to  fill  their  churches. 
The  population  of  the  district  was  in- 
creasing, and  it  was  probable  that  a 
large  amount  of  dwellings  for  the  work- 
ing classes  would  be  erected  in  it.  He 
Ihought  that  this  was  not  a  timo  to  de- 
prive the  City  of  an  interesting  relio 
such  as  this  ohnrch.  In  conclusion,  be 
begged  to  ask  the  Question  of  which  he 
had  given  Notice. 

Trb  LOBD  OHANOELLOK,  in  reply, 
said,  that  he  would  not  have  permitted  a 
union  of  those  two  parishes  to  take  place, 
if  it  had  not  appeared  to  him  that  a  strong 
and  clear  case  for  it  had  been  made 
out.  The  two  parishes  of  St.  Margaret 
and  St.  Olave  had  happened  to  be  vacant 
at  the  same  time,  and  it  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  take  the  opportunity  for  their  union. 
The  sngvestion  had  come  from  the 
Bishop  of  London,  and  it  had  also  been 
supported  by  persons  deeply  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  its 
e£B,ciency  in  that  part  of  the  Oify,  and 
who  had  contributed  largely  out  of 
fheir  own  means  towards  mose  objects. 
The  aggregate  population  of  bom  pa- 
rishes was  about  650.  The  Ohnroh 
of  St.  Margaret,  which  was  the  larger 
and  better  in  allwaysof  the  two  churches, 
was  within  a  stone's  throw  of  St.  Olave's, 
and  in  it  there  was  ample  accommodation 
not  only  for  the  whole  united  congrega- 
tions, but  for  considerably  more  people. 
As  to  the  arciiiteeture  of  St.  Olave's 
Ohurch,  opinions  might  differ ;  but,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  he  should  by  no 
means  think  that  it  was  either  one  of  the 
most  interesting  or  most  beautiful  of 
those  built  after  the  Great  Fire.  He  had 
carefully  inquired  into  the  matter,  and 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  a  strong  case  established  for  the 
union,  provided  the  necessary  oonsents 
were  obtained.   That  had  been  done, 


according  to  his  own  view  of  the  law 
applioable  to  the  case,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown.  The  clergyman  whom  he  had 
appointed  to  St.  Mai^^aret's  had  under- 
taken the  duty  on  tiie  understanding 
that  if  the  union  took  place  he  would 
accept  the  charge  of  the  united  parishfs. 
The  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  the 
endowments  of  St.  Olave's  would  be  de- 
voted to  the  erection  and  endowment  of 
a  church  in  some  other  district  where  it 
was  really  wanted. 

The  Bishop  op  LONDON  said,  that 
Parliament  had  sanctioned  the  general 
principle  of  the  Act  under  which  this 
arrangement  had  been  carried  out  24 
years  ago,  and  he  had  only  acted  in  thu 
case  upon  the  principles  which  Parlia- 
ment had  so  sanctioned.  This  appeared 
to  him  to  be  exactly  one  of  those  oases 
which  the  Act  was  intended  to  meet. 
The  church  with  which  it  was  proposed 
to  unite  this  one  was  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  St.  Olave,  Jewry. 
When  there  were  at  least  30  ohurchea 
needed  in  Metropolitan  districts  which 
were  for  the  most  part  unable  to  provide 
places  of  worship  for  themselves,  it  was 
desirable  that  when  a  ohurch  was  no 
longer  required  the  endowments  should 
be  applied  in  supplying  needs  which 
were  very  great  and  urgent.  At  a  Vestry 
representing  the  united  parishes  the 
scheme  was  approved,  with  only  two 
dissenting  voices. 

INTANTS  BILL.-(No.  287.) 
{Tke  Lord  Fitzgerald.) 
SECOIO)  BEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

LoBD  FITZGEBALD,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  to  recog- 
nize the  mother's  right,  in  the  event  of 
her  surviving  her  husband,  to  be  the 
guardian  of  her  children  either  alone,  if 
he  had  appointed  no  guardian,  or  con- 
jointly with  any  guardian  appointed  by 
him.  By  the  Common  Xjaw,  the  father*a 
right  to  the  custody  and  care  of  his  in- 
fant children  was  fully  recognized.  It 
was  subsequently,  to  some  extent,  af- 
fected  by  statute,  especially  the  Infants 
Protection  Act,.  1873,  and  controlled  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  representing  the 
Queen  as  Partnt  Fatria,  where  infants 
had  been  made  wards  of  Courts  in  rQ- 
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spect  of  their  property.  It  w&s  not 
intended  to  interfere  with  that  branch 
of  the  law  as  it  now  exiated.  By  an  Act 
passed  in  the  12th  jear  of  the  Beign  of 
Charles  II.,  the  father  was  enabled  to 
appoint  guardians  of  his  children,  who 
after  his  death  were  clothed  with  verj 
lar^  powers  over  the  infant  children, 
their  education,  and  their  property,  to 
the  entire  exclusion  of  the  surviving 
mother.  If  the  father  did  not  appoint 
guardians,  then  the  mother  became 
guardian  for  nurture  during  the  period 
of  nurture ;  but  full  guardianship  could 
only  be  obtained  through  the  medium 
of  Chancery.  The  surviTing  mother  had 
no  power  to  appoint  a  guardian  to 
act  after  her  decease.  When  the  Statute 
of  Charles  II.  was  passed,  the  rights  of 
a  married  woman  and  the  claims  of  a 
mother  had  but  small  recognition  in  the 
law.  Now,  with  the  light  of  advancing 
civilization,  the  situation  was  entirely 
altered.  The  last  relics  of  feudal  bar- 
barism in  ignoring  women's  rights  were 
rapidly  disappearing.  Under  that  Sta- 
tute iwwer  was  given  to  the  father  to 
appoint  guardians  to  act  after  his  death. 
Great  oruel^  was  too  often  practised 
on  the  surviving  mother,  and  it  often 
bapjgened  that,  idthough  she  was  blame- 
less in  conduct  and  of  unblemished  cha- 
racter, her  infant  children  were  taken 
from  her  and  committed  to  the  charge 
of  strangers  during  that  period  of  life 
when  they  most  required  that  maternal 
care  and  maternal  love  for  which  there 
could  be  no  compeneation.  Their  Lord- 
ships could  not  fail  to  recall  to  memory, 
even  within  the  last  few  years,  some  in- 
stanoes  of  the  greatest  cruelty  arising 
from  this  state  of  the  law.  The  great 
object  which  the  present  Bill  sought  to 
e£raot  was  to  redress  that  crying  griev- 
ance. Aocordingly,  the  effect  of  the 
2nd  clause  would  be  to  constitute  the 
surviving  mother  guardian  of  her  infant 
children  in  comunction  with  any  guar- 
dian appointed  oy  the  father.  The  3rd 
clause  permitted  both  parents  to  appoint 
guardians  to  act  jointly  after  the  decease 
of  the  survivor,  and  enabled  the  father 
to  appoint  a  guardian  to  act  with  the 
surviving  mother ;  and  by  the  4th 
sub-clause  power  was  given  in  certain 
grave  cases  to  the  mother  to  apply  to 
the  Court  during  her  husband's  lifetime 
to  appoint  a  guardian  to  act  after  her 
decease  in  conjunction  with  her  surviv- 
ing husband.    The  remainder  of  the 


Bill  consisted  of  procedure,  bat  of  an 
important  and  valuable  character.  It 
clothed  the  Court  with  new  and  fall 
powers  to  take  order  for  the  welfare  <ii 
infants  on  the  application  of  the  moflm 
during  the  life  of  the  fiither — 

"  Having  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  izAnb 
the  ooaduct  of  the  parents,  and  the  wishes  alike 
of  the  father  and  of  the  mother." 

It  gave  a  new  jnrisdictioa  to  theOonnty 
Courts,  but  rendered  safe  by  a  right  to 
each  party  to  have  the  case  at  once  le- 
moved  to  Chancery,  coupled  with  a  sum- 
mary right  of  appeal  from  every  order 
made  by  a  County  Court  Judge.  He 
had  only  further  to  add  that  the  BiU 
did  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
father  during  his  life,  or  with  the  rights 
of  property,  and  left  wholly  untouched 
the  burning  question  of  religious  teach- 
ing. He  hoped  it  might  be  poauble  to 
pass  the  Bill  this  Session. 

Movtd,  "ThattheBiUbenowread  2*." 
— ( T7u  Zord  Fittgmrald.) 

Eabl  cairns  said,  this  was  a  Bill 
which  unquestionably  made  the  largest 
change  in  the  law  of  this  country  relat- 
ing to  families  Uiat  had  been  seen  for 
the  last  200  years.  He  desired  to  point 
out  to  their  Lordships  that  the  Bill  had 
been  printed  and  circulated  only  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  and  that  on  Mon- 
day they  were  asked  to  assent  to  the 
principle  by  reading  the  measure  a 
second  time.  Considering  the  ciroam- 
stances  in  which  they  were  placed  at  that 
late  period  of  the  Session,  he  thought 
this  was  rather  bard  on  their  Lordships. 
Various  Bills  had  been  relinquished  on 
the  ground  that  they  would  lead  to  a 
great  deal  of  debate ;  and  as  he  was 
certain  this  BiU  would  lead  to  a  con- 
siderable discussion  he  did  not  think  it 
possible  to  do  otherwise  than  to  refer  it 
to  a  Select  Committee  of  their  Lordships' 
House.  Every  sentence  of  the  Bill  would 
require  the  greatest  consideration.  He 
should  like  to  abstain  from  ofiEering  any 
opinion  as  to  whether  he  agreed  to  the 
necessity  for  an  alteration  of  the  lav ; 
he  would  say  nothing  about  that ;  but 
he  held  a  veir  strong  opinion  that  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  pass  this 
Bill  in  its  present  shape.  The  proposals 
which  it  made  would  lead  to  squabbles 
on  all  the  families  in  the  country.  It 
proposed  to  give  a  complete  blank  dieque 
to  the  County  Court  Judges  to  act  in  all 
cases  where  the  guardians  of  the  chil- 
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dren  differed.  In  oonolusion,  he  im- 
plored their  Lordships,  before  they  made 
a  chaoge  in  the  lav,  to  appoint  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

Tee  lord  CHANCELLOE  said,  he 
thought  that  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
was  Bound,  and  that  the  objections  to  its 
proTisione  were  capable  of  sufficient  an- 
swers. The  existing  law  in  regard  to  the 
rights  of  the  mother  respecting  her  chil- 
dren was  unjust  and  unsatisfactory,  and 
ought  to  be  amraided  in  the  direction 
wmoh  the  Bill  proposed  to  alter  it.  He 
contended  that  the  mother  had  natural 
rights  as  strong  as  those  of  the  father, 
and  there  were  many  things  in  which 
she  was  more  competent  to  decide,  espe- 
cially as  to  daughters  under  age.  Why 
should  not  the  natural  equanty  of  her 
rights  be  recognized,  while  both  parents 
were  living,  or  if  she  were  the  survivor  ? 
And,  when  both  were  dead,  what  ground 
was  there,  in  nature  or  in  reason,  for 
refusing  her  all  voice  and  power  in  the 
selection  of  those  who  should  then  take 
care  of  the  orphan  children,  some  of 
whom  might  be  girls  of  tender  years  ? 
Was  it  not  fair  that  the  widow  should 
be  the  guardian,  if  her  husband  had  ap- 
pointed no  guardians,  and  if  he  had,  that 
she  should  be  a  joint  guardian  ?  As  to 
squabbles,  and  interfweaoe  of  Oounty 
Court  Judges,  he  could  not  conceive  why 
the  harmony  of  any  families,  in  which 
there  were  at  present  no  squabbles, 
should  be  disturbed  by  a  legal  recogni- 
tion of  the  mother's  natural  and  mor^ 
rights;  and,  as  some  Court  must  have 
authority,  in  cases  of  difference,  the  poor 
as  well  as  the  rich  must  be  able  to  go  to 
one.  But  as  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
opposite  (Earl  Oairne)  considered  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  discuss  it  satis- 
faotorilj  this  Session,  it  would,  of  course, 
be  useless  to  proceed  with  it. 

Loxo  BBASCWELL  ezinvssed  his  en- 
tire concurrence  with  everything  which 
had  been  said  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  opposite  (Earl  Cairns).  The  Bill 
might  be  made  the  means  of  a  great 
deal  of  mischief.  The  law  with  respect 
to  the  guardianship  of  infants  needed 
some  amendment;  but  it  was  a  most 
difficult  and  delicate  subject,  and  re- 
quired the  greatest  care. 

Lord  FITZGERAIiD  said,  he  had 
hoped  that  he  should  have  been  able  to 
remove  all  the  objections  which  his  noble 
and  learned  Friends  had  raised  to  the 
Bill  in  Committee.   He  thought  he  had 


done  no  harm  in  eliciting  that  discus- 
sion ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  agisted 
in^attraeting  public  attention  to  a  great 
and  admitted  grievance.  In  view  of  tho 
statements  of  noble  and  leaned  Lords,  he 
considered  he  would  best  do  his  duty  at 
present  by  not  pressing  the  Motion  for 
the  aeoond  reading  of  we  Bill. 

Motion  (by  leave  of|[the  House)  wUk- 
drawn. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing diteharged. 

House  adjoomed  at  a  quarter  past 
Six  o'clock,  till  To-moiTow,  a 
quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Mondayj  4th  Augtut,  1884. 


KINVTES.]— SBI.BCT  COMKITTBS  —  Jtiport  — 
Thames  River  Preterration  [No.  321]. 

Supply — eomidered  in  CtmmittM — Civn,  Sbk- 
vicB  Ebtihatbs— Class  ;  V. — Fokxioit  and 
CoLONLiL  fisRTiOEB,  Votea  1  to  6,  8  and  9 ; 
Class  IV. — Education,  Sciskcb,  and  AaT, 
Votes  2,  3,  8  to  13  induuTe,  13>,  le  and  17. 
Jieiolutiotu  [August  1]  reported. 

Public  Bills — Second  ReaUing — Corrupt  Prae- 
tices  (Suspensiou  of  Elections)  [314]. 

Re'committed — Report — Oontidtrt^— Third  Read- 
ing— Supreme  Court]  of  Judicature  Amend- 
ment [307],  taiipa$ttd. 

QUE8TI0N8. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1881-FAIR 
RENTS  (SIR  RICHARD  WALLACE). 
Me.  GHAY  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther he  i^  aware  that,  in  the  agree- 
ments for  fair  rents  settled  out  of  court 
by  Sir  Bichard  Wallace  with  his  tenants, 
a  proviso  is  inserted  binding  the  tenant, 
in  addition  to  the  stated  rent,  to  pay 
court  leet  and  all  oUier  customary  dues ; 
whether  ^s,  in  some  cases,  if  enforced, 
would  make  Uie  new  rent  higher  than 
the  old;  whether  the  agent  is  in  the 
habit  of  not  enforcing  these  additional 
payments,  save  in  cases  where  tenants 
may  make  themselves  obnoxious  to  him ; 
and,  whether  such  agreementsore  legally 
binding  upon  the  tenants  ? 

Thr  SOLICITOR  GENEBAL  poa 
IBEIAMD  (Mr.  Walssb)  fforMr.  Tax- 
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TELTAir) :  The  Land  Commisaionera  state 
that  in  some  agreements  for  fair  rents 
lodged  with,  them  from  Sir  Bichard  Wal- 
lace's estate,  it  has  been  stipulated  that 
leet  and  other  customary  dues  should  be 
paid  in  addition  to  the  fixed  rent.  The 
Commissioners  would  have  prefeired  that 
the  whole  rent  should  have  been  stated 
in  one  sam ;  but  as  the  agreements,  with 
the  consent  of  the  parties  interested, 
ran  in  a  different  form,  the  Commis- 
sioners did  not  feel  justified  in  rejecting 
them.  They  are  legally  binding  in  their 
present  form.  The  Commissioners  were 
informed  by  Sir  Bichard  Wallace's  i^ent 
that  the  leet  money  on  the  estate  was 
only  %d.  from  each  head  tenant,  and 
4(2.  from  each  cottier  tenant,  and  there 
would  be  this  addition  to  the  rent  if 
enforced. 

Sm  EIOHARD  WALLACE :  I  would 
wish  to  supplement  this  Question.  It  is 
asked  whether  the  effect  of  this  agree- 
ment was  to  make  the  new  rents  higher 
than  the  old  ?  My  answer  is,  decidedly 
not.    [CVi«  o/'"Order,  order!  "] 

Me.  GRAY:  I  rise  to  Order.  I  did 
not  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  a  Question. 

Mb.  SPKAKBB  :  The  hon.  Baronet 
is  not  entitled  to  answer  a  Question 
which  has  already  been  answered  by  a 
Member  of  the  Q-oTemment. 

Sib  RICHARD  WALLACE:  I  wish 
to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

Me.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Baronet 
can  make  a  personal  explanation. 

SiE  RICHARD  WALLACE  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  the  new  rent  could 
not  be  higher  than  the  old  rent.  The 
amount  was  too  trivial,  the  leet  money 
being  ^d.  for  each  head  tenant  and  Ad. 
for  each  cottier  tenant — the  agent  never 
made  any  difference  between  the  tenants. 
He  (Sir  Richard  Wallace)  was  convinced 
that  hie  agent  was  too  straightforward 
a  man  to  have  laid  himself  open  to  such 
an  unwarrantable  ohai^. 

Mb.  gray  :  The  explanation  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  ma^  have  been,  no  doubt, 
satisfactory  to  himself;  but  I  did  not 
hear  a  word  of  it. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELT  DISPEN- 
SARY—USE OF  BUILDING  FOR 
PARTY  PURPOSES. 

Me.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  anything  has  been  done  in  re- 
ference to  the  use  of  the  Ely  Dispensary, 
Derrygonnelly,  as  an  Orange  Lodge  ? 

XK9  Sokwtvr  Qtimnlfor  Mmd 


The  solicitor  GENERAL  poa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr.  Trx- 
veltan):  The  Board  of  Guardians  have 
appointed  another  Committee  to  inqmie 
into  the  matter,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
meet  the  Committee  of  Management  of 
the  Ely  Dispensary  on  Monday  the  18th 
instant.  As  this  day  ia  ao  fkr  distend 
the  District  Inroector  of  the  Local  (3o- 
vemment  Board  has  been  inafaracted  to 
obtain,  if  possible,  information  as  to  the 
facts  of  tne  tenure  of  the  dispensary 
building. 

IRELAND— THE  VISIT  OF  THE  LOBD 
LIEUTENANT  TO  BELFAST- 
DISPLAY  OF  FLAGS. 

Me.  BERESFORD  (for  Mr.  Cohbt) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Is  it  a  foot 
that  Mr.  George  H.  Thorman.  lioenaed 
publican,  living  in  Ballymacaalt,  Bel- 
fast, had  suspended  from  his  windows 
for  ten  hours,  on  the  12th  July,  a 
Union  Jack  and  a  Stars  and  Stripes 
without  any  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities,  and  that  at  about  eifj^t 
o'dock  the  same  evening,  at  the  request 
of  a  sergeant  of  Constabulary,  he  imme- 
diately had  them  removed ;  but,  not- 
withstanding his  prompt  action,  a  sum- 
mons was  issued  against  him  at  the  suit 
of  Head  Constable  Reilly ;  was  the  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  directions  of  or  with 
the  consent  of  the  District  Inspector  of 
Constabulary  ;  is  it  a  fact  thatfor  several 
years  licensed  publicans  in  Belfast  have 
exhibited  flags  on  various  occasions  with- 
out any  prohibition  or  criminal  prosecu- 
tion ;  is  it  a  fact  that,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  recent  visit  of  the  Lord  Lieutmant 
to  Belfast,  a  publican  at  the  corner  of 
York  Street  and  Donegal  Street  had 
suspended  several  flags,  and  also  had 
an  arch  extended  from  his  premises 
across  the  latter  street,  and,  if  so,  was 
he  remonstrated  with,  or  has  he  been 
prosecuted  for  the  offence ;  is  it  a  fact 
that,  on  the  same  occasion,  the  same,  or 
similar,  flags  for  which  Mr.  Sherman 
was  summoned  were  suspended  from  the 
police  barracks  in  Ballymacault ;  and,  is 
it  the  intention  of  the  Executive  that, 
for  the  future,  loyal  publicans  in  Ireland 
shall  be  prohibited  from  indicating  their 
loyalty  by  any  flag  or  symbol? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fok 
IRELAND  ( Mr.  Walkee)  (for  Mr.  Tbb- 
veltan)  :  The  facts  are  stated  with  anb- 
Btantial  aoouraox  in  the  QuMtion.  In 
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the  case  of  Mr.  Sfaerman,  the  BummonB 
vas  issued  by  direction  of  the  Bistric-t 
Inspector,  who  was  not  at  the  time 
aware  that  the  flags  had  been  so 
promptlj  removed  when  objected  to  by 
the  police.  The  magistrates,  in  con- 
ffldwation  of  this  promptitude,  did  not 
convict,  but  adjourned  the  case  for  a 
year — which  is  tantamount  to  a  dis- 
missal. With  regard  to  the  general 
question,  it  is  right  to  observe  that  the 
display  of  fiags  I'rom  police  stations  and 
pubUc-houses  cannot  properly  be  con- 
sidered as  on  the  same  footing.  The  dis- 
play of  uon-Party  flags  from  a  police 
station  is  not  illegal ;  but  from  a  public- 
house  the  display  of  any  fiags  or  em- 
blems, not  the  usual  sign  of  tho  house, 
is.  [6  &  7  Will.  IV.  c.  38,  s.  8.]  The 
whole  case  forming  the  subject  of  the 
Question  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Inspector  General,  and  further  iu- 

Suiry  is  being  made  into  the  action  of 
18  police,  with  which  the  Inspector 
General  is  not  satisfied. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE- 
(IRELAND)  —  DRAINAGE  OF  THE 
RIVER  BARROW. 

Mr.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary,  If  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  report  of  the  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Board  of  Works,  Ireland, 
respeoting  the  drainage  of  the  Barrow, 
witnout  waiting  for  the  Beport  of  the 
Valuator ;  and,  whether  he  can  say  ap- 

ftroximately  at  what  dates  the  Valuator 
a  expected  to  finish  the  district  from 
Monasterevan  to  Athy,  and  when  he  ex- 
pects to  be  able  to  commence  with  those 
of  Bosenallis,  Fhillipstown,  and  Bath- 
angan  severally  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  The  final  Report 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  the  Board  of 
Works  cannot  bo  made  until  the  valua- 
tion has  been  completed  ;  but  I  can  un- 
dertake to  lay  a  preliminary  Report, 
giving  the  ^neral  facts  of  the  case,  with 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  costs, 
before  the  House  on  Thursday  next. 
As  regards  the  valuator's  work,  we  are 
constantly  urging  expedition ;  and  wo 
hope  that  the  heaviest  part  of  the  work 
of  the  entire  district  will  be  completed 
by  the  end  of  September  next. 

EGYPT— THE  PRESS  LAW. 
Ma.  HBALY  aaked  the  Under  Secre- 
tuy  of  State  for  Foreign  Afikirs,  Wha- 
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ther,  on  the  demand  of  the  British 
auborities  or  otherwise,  Nubar  Pasha  is 
engaged  in  elaborating  a  Law  against 
the  liberty  of  the  press  in  Egypt ;  if  not, 
why  has  Nubar  sent  a  circular  to  the  Con- 
suls General  representingthePowers.ask- 
ing  their  support  in  this  sense ;  whether 
the  proposed  press  measures  are  mainly 
directed  against  The  Botphore  £gppti«n, 
and  The  FyramidM ;  and,  if  it  is  Uie  facl^ 
ae  stated  in  The  Fortnightly  Swim  for 
August,  in  an  article  on  Nubar  Pasha, 
that  previously  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  re- 
fused the  demand  of  Mr.  CHfibrd  Lloyd 
to  use  his  influence  with  M.  Barri^re  to 
allow  the  Besphore  to  be  suppressed? 

Lord  EBMOND  FITZMAURIOE  : 
The  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  GK>vern- 
ment  wascalled  by  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment to  the  difficulties  under  which  they 
laboured  with  regard  to  Press  offences, 
owing  to  the  immunities  enjoyed  by 
foreigners  under  the  Capitulations,  and 
to  the  refusal  of  some  of  the  Foreign  Re- 
presentatives to  co-operate  with  them  in 
enforcing  the  Press  Laws  in  the  case  of 
newspapers  conducted  by  their  oo-nation- 
aliats.  Her  Majesty's  Representatives 
at  the  principal  capitals  in  Europe  were 
instmoted  last  month  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  Governments  to  which  they 
are  accredited.  There  is  no  ground  for 
the  statement  in  Th$  Fortnightly  Rnieto 
quoted  by  the  hon.  Member. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  [IRELAND)-GL1N 
PETTY  8EBSIONS-CASE  OP  DANIEL 

M'COY. 

Mr.  SYNAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Daniel  M'Coy,  of  Ballyhahill. 
in  the  county  of  Limerick,  a  member  of 
the  late  Land  League  and  of  the  Ka- 
tional  League  was,  on  the  24th  instant, 
sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment, 
upon  a  charge  of  being  drank  and  dis- 
orderly, b^  Captain  Hatohell,  at  Glin 
Petty  Sesnons,  without  the  option  of  a 
fine,  as  is  usual,  and  without  examining 
the  evidence  against  the  charge ;  whe- 
ther on  the  same  occasion  he  sentenced 
two  other  persons  for  the  same  offence, 
which  they  admitted,  to  a  fine  of  2«.  &d. 
and  1 0#.  respectively ;  and,  whether  he 
will  recommend  His  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  commute  said  imprison- 
ment to  a  fine,  or  to  remit  or  reduce  said 
sentence,  and  enable  the  said  Banid, 
M'Coy  to  return  home  to  save  his  har- 
vest? 


{ATrouST  At  1884) 
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The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  pok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr.  Tre- 
veltan)  :  Daniel  M'Ooy  was  Bentenced 
to  a  month's  imprisonment  for  being 
drunk  and  rer  j  disorderly  while  in  charge 
of  a  horse  and  ear  at  Glin,  where  a 
number  of  people  were  assembled  on 
the  occasion  of  a  regatta.  The  other 
fines  referred  to  in  tne  Question  were 
imposed  for  simple  cases  of  drunken- 
ness. There  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
reason  to  question  the  propriety  of  the 
exercise  of  the  magistrate's  discretion ; 
but  it  is,  of  course,  open  for  M'Coy,  or 
any  person  on  his  behalf,  to  appeal  to 
ti^e  Ix>rd  lieutenant  for  a  mitigation  of 
the  sentence. 

THE  MAURITIUS. 

COLERIDQE  KENNARD  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Oolonies,  Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
Gh)T6mment  to  grant  the  people  of 
Mauritius  the  same  pnTileges  in  re- 
roonsible  Gtovemment  as  promised  to 
the  peotde  of  Jamaica  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  announced  his  readi- 
ness to  sanction  the  elective  principle 
being  introduoed  into  the  Legislature  of 
Mauritius,  and  is  awaiting  detailed  pro- 
posals which  will  then  be  oonaidered  by 
nim.  The  detailed  provisions  will  be, 
however,  probably  somewhat  different 
from  those  in  Jamaica.  I  would  point 
out  that  the  wording  of  the  Question 
conveys  an  inaccurate  impression,  be- 
cause in  neither  case  is  it  intended  to 
introdttoe  responsible  government  as  es- 
tablished in  the  self-governing  Colonies. 

COMMISSIONEBS  OF  NATIONAL  EDU- 
OATIOX  (IBELA17D)  —  STEWAEDS- 
TOWK  NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Mh.  BERESFORD  (for  Mr.  Macabt- 
net)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
National  School,  Stewardstown,  county 
Tyrone,  has  been  used  for  a  consider- 
able time  as  a  place  of  practice  by  a  so- 
oalled  NationaUat  Band;  whether  this 
has  been  done  vith  the  knowledge 
of  the  Patron  and  sohoolmaster ;  and, 
whether  it  is  in  aooordanoe  with  the 
rales  laid  down  by  the  Oommisuoners 
of  National  Education  ? 

The  SOLIOIXOB  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND   (Mr.  Walkeb)  (for  Mr. 


Tbeveltak):  Over  two  months  ago,  when 
the  Commissioners  discovered  that  the 
band  had  been  permitted  to  play  in  the 
schoolroom,  they  at  once,  on  the  30th  of 
May,  wrote  to  the  manager — 

"  Expressing  their  regret  that  the  managw 
should  have  permitted  the  school-house  to  lie 
used  for  purposes  leading  to  serious  local  oon. 
troTersies,  and  requesting  him  to  taka  im- 
mediate steps  to  have  the  CommisnonBrt'  mlas 
faithfully  complied  with  in  future." 

The  manager,  on  receipt  of  this  letter, 
assured  the  Board  that  the  breach  of  the 
rules  would  be  entirely  discimitinued. 

ROYAL   IRISH  CONSTABtrLART  —  DR. 
HADIOAN,  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

Mb.  STNAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
taiT  to  the  Lord  Ideatenant  of  Irelaod, 
Whether  Dr.  Madigan  of  Dromcol- 
lagher,  in  the  county  of  limerick,  was 
removed  as  Medical  Officer  of  the  Con- 
stabulary at  Springfield  Castle  and  Clon- 
more  in  said  county,  and  another  doctor 
appointed,  although  the  latter  lived  over 
eight  miles  from  the  stations,  and  Dr. 
Madigan  was  resident  within  two  miles ; 
whether  the  reason  given  by  the  In- 
spector General  was  that  the  stations 
werenotinDr.  Madigau's  dispensary  di»- 
triot ;  whether  the  O^nstabulaxy  station 
of  Mount  Kennedy  is  in  Dr.  Madigan's 
dispensary  district,  and  why  another 
doctor  has  been  appointed  medical  officer 
to  it ;  and,  whether  Dr.  Madigan  is  a 
Catholic,  and  the  doctors  appointed  by 
the  Inspector  General  are  Protestants? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkse)  (for  Mr. 
Tbeveltak)  :  Dr.  Madigan  was  never 
appointed  by  the  Inspector  General  to  be 
medical  attendant  of  the  Springfield 
Castle  and  Olonmore  stations.  But  in 
1882,  when  these  stations,  which  are 
merely  protection  posts,  were  estab- 
lished, he  was  allowed  by  the  County 
Inspector  to  act  temporarily  in  that 
capacity  pending  a  regular  appointment. 
In  conformity  with  a  section  of  the  Code 
then  in  force,  but  afterwards  repealed, 
the  appointment  was  eiven  to  the  diB> 
pensary  doctor  of  ue  distiiot — Dr. 
Bolster,  who  holds  a  dispensary  quite 
close  to  the  two  protection  posts.  With 
regard  to  the  B^Wkennedy  station,  itia 
true  that  it  is  in  Dr.  Madigan's  dispen- 
sary district ;  but  the  section  of  the  Code 
above  referred  to,  and  which  gave  du- 
pensary  doctors  a  prior  claim  to  these 
appointments,  was  oancdled  last  rear,  as 

Digilized  by  Google 


1561  Rtgutraiion  of        f  Attoust 


4,  1884) 


VoUrt  {Ireland). 


1563 


it  wae  found  not  to  work  satisfactorily. 
This  occurred  before  the  Balljkenneay 
appointment  was  made,  and  it  was  given 
to  Dr.  Malony,  who  resides  about  two 
miles  off,  instead  of  Dr.  Madigan,  who 
resides  nine  miles  away.  The  religious 
profession  of  the  several  gentlemen  is  as 
stated  in  the  Question  ;  but  in  no  way 
influenced  an  appointment. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (SCOTLAND) -IS- 
LAND OF  LEWIS— OONVIOTION  FOR 
ASSAtTLT. 

Mr.  DIOK-PEDDIE  {for  Mr.  J.  W. 
Baholat)  asked  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  following 
report  of  legal  proceedings  in  Lewis : — 

Lat«  on  Monday  night,  nearly  the  Trhole 
nolice  force  of  Lewis,  accompanied  by  John 
Fraaer,  sheriff  officer,  Stomoway,  proceeded  to 
Borre,  17  miles  from  Stornoway,  m  two  con- 
Teyaoces.  They  returned  yesterday  morning, 
kaviog  in  their  custody  two  women,  one  of 
them  very  infirm  looking  and  stated  to  be  up- 
wards of  70  years  of  age.  The  two  females,  who 
were  surprised  in  and  forcibly  removed  from 
their  beds  during  the  night,  were  accused  of 
hdog  concerned  in  tiie  deforcement  of  a  sheriff 
officer  and  several  Lewis  estate  officials,  while 
attempting,  on  0th  May  last,  to  pull  down  a 
house  alleged  to  have  been  built  by  Roderick 
Graham,  son  of  Murdo  Graham,  crofter,  Borve, 
on  his  father's  lot,  without  the  consent  of  the 
estate  officials.  The  elder  woman,  who  is  the 
mother  of  Bodwick  Graham,  was  accused  of 
assault  and  Inreaoh  of  the  peace  by  throwing 
dirty  water  upon  the  estate  officials,  whilst  the 
other  woman,  named  Christina  M'Leod  or 
Nicholson,  was  accused  of  assault.  Mrs.  Graham 
pleaded  not  guilty,  while  Mrs.  Nicholson  ad- 
mitted having  handed  Mrs.  Graham  a  pail  of 
dirty  water.  The  accosed  stated,  in  deaence, 
that  MtcFarquhar,  the  district  ground  officer, 
had  consented  to  the  house  being  built.  The 
Sheriff  found  Mrs.  Graham  guilty  of  assault, 
and  fined  Her  forty  shillings,  with  the  alterna- 
tive of  eight  days'  imprisonment.  She  went  to 
prison.  Mrs.  Nicholscm  he  dismissed  with  an 
admonition.  Mr.  John  Boss,  depnfy  prooorstor 
fiscal,  proaeonted.  The  women  were  unde- 
fended ; " 

whether  he  is  aware  that  John  Boss, 
who  prosecuted  as  procurator  fiscal,  is 
also  law  agent,  or  partner  of  the  law 
agent,  for  the  sole  proprietrix  of  Lewis, 
auo  chief  official  for  the  management  of 
the  whole  of  the  Island  ;  and,  whether, 
considering  that  it  is  alleged  on  behalf 
of  the  crofters  that  authority  was  granted 
to  build  the  house  in  question,  that  the 
warrant  granted  for  its  demolition  was 
irregular,  he  will  order  a  special  and  in- 
dependent inquiry  into  the  circumstances 


of  this  case  and  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Lewis  7 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bauoub)  :  I  have  seen  the  report  re- 
ferred to.  I  have  already  stated,  in  an- 
swer to  previous  Questions,  that  Mr. 
John  Boss,  Procurator  Fiscal,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  firm  who  are  local  law  agents 
for  the  proprietrix  of  the  Island  of 
Lewis,  but  that  he  is  not  factor  or  land 
agent  for  the  estate,  which  I  suppose  is 
meant  by  the  expression,  "chief  official 
for  the  management  of  the  whole  of  the 
island."  I  do  not  find  any  irregularity 
in  the  legal  proceedings,  or  any  ground 
for  sug^sting  that  there  has  been  any 
miscarriage  of  justice,  and  I  do  not  see 
any  occasion  for  ordering  further  in- 
quiry. 

BEGISTBATTON  OF  VOTERS  qCRELAND) 
—NEW  REVISION  OOTJRT, 
MONAGHAN. 

Mr.  HEALT  asked  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland,  At  whose  instance 
was  the  order  appearing  in  last  Gazette 
made,  appointing  Clones  as  an  additional 
Bevision  Court  for  Monaghan ;  who 
suggested  the  division  of  the  districts 
given  in  the  Schedule  ;  can  he  explain 
why,  although  continual  applications 
have  been  made  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
for  similar  facilities  in  County  Dublin, 
they  have  always  been  refused;  and, 
what  means  must  now  be  taken  to  pro- 
cure the  additional  Courts  required  for 
the  Metropolitan  coun^  f 

The  SOUCITOB  GENEBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  "Walker)  (for  Mr.  Tbe- 
veltan)  :  The  order  was  made  in  com- 
pliance with  a  Memorial  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
polling  districts  of  Clones,  Newbliss,  and 
Bockcorry ;  also  by  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  county  and  several  magistrates  re- 
siding in  the  district.  The  County  Court 
Judge  reported  thai  the  change  would 
be  a  great  accommodation  to  the  resi- 
dents of  the  district.  With  regard  to 
the  county  of  Dublin,  it  is  true  that  on 
the  2 1st  of  August  in  last  year  Memo- 
rials were  received,  praying  to  have  ad- 
ditional Bevision  Courts  appointed  for 
the  county ;  and  the  applicants  were  in- 
formed that,  having  regard  to  the  late 
period  at  nrhioh  ttis  application  was 
made,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Quarter 
Sesmons  had  been  then  fixed  by  the  Be- 
oorder,  and  to  the  probabili^  of  Iwis- 
lation  on  the  subject,  it  wm  not  thpn 
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considered  advisable  to  makeany  change. 
The  matter  stands  differently  now.  The 
subject  of  the  Memorials  is  now  reoeiring 
attention,  and  it  is  hoped  that  any  changes 
necessary  will  be  made. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAUD)  — TT- 
»ONB  ASSIZES—"  QUEEN  t.  BEATTT." 

GoLoxKL  KINO-HABUAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  direoted  to  the  case  of  assault  en- 
titled the  "  Queen  T.  Beatty,"  tried  at 
the  last  Tyrone  Assizes ;  whether,  on 
the  trial,  a  complete  alibi  on  behalf  of 
Beatty  was  proved,  and  whether  the 
learned  Judge  who  tried  the  case,  after 
hearing  the  evidence,  directed  the  jury 
to  acquit  Beatty  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  sustain  the 
charge  ;  whether  this  Beatty  is  the  same 
person  who  was  returned  for  trial  by 
Captain  Whelan  on  the  charge  of  the 
murder  of  Francis  M'Glone,  and  whe- 
ther such  charge  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn by  the  Grown,  and  the  charge  of 
assault  on  O'Neill,  the  companion  of 
M'Glone  on  the  night  of  his  death,  was 
the  only  charge  upon  which  Beatty  was 
tried  at  the  Asnzes ;  whether  Francis 
U'Glone  made  a  deposition  before  his 
death,  and  therein  stated  that  he  was  so 
drunk  he  could  not  blame  any  person ; 
whether  the  coroner's  jury  which  in- 
quired into  the  death  of  Francis  M'Glone 
was  composed  of  six  Protestants  and  six 
Catholics,  and  returned  a  verdict  that 
deceased  came  by  his  death  by  brain 
fever  brought  on  by  a  blow  or  fall,  but 
expressly  stated  that  they  could  place  no 
reliance  on  the  evidence  of  the  witness 
O'Neill;  whether  this  O'Neill  is  the 
same  witness  upon  whose  uncorrobo- 
rated evidence  Captain  Whelan,  B.M., 
returned  Beatty  for  trial,  and  whether, 
on  such  ezamiimtioD,  Captain  Whelan 
refused  to  hear  any  evidence  tendered 
on  behalf  of  Beatly,  and  also  refused  to 
admit  Beatty  to  bail ;  whether  the 
learned  Judge  on  the  trial  reflected  on 
the  mag^trate  who  sent  forward  such  a 
case,  and  said  he  ought  to  hare  received 
evidence  tendered  before  him  on  behalf 
of  Beatty ;  and,  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  Beatty  is  a  young  man 
of  most  respectable  character,  the  sole 
BUjpport  of  his  parents,  and  has  been  de- 
tained in  jail  without  any  evidence  to 
vorrant  such  detention  for  upwards  of 

Solicitor  Oetwtl  for  Zr$Umd 


five  months,  andhas  been  obliged  topay 
the  expenses  of  his  trial  when  depnTed 
of  the  means  of  livelihood,  the  Oovsm* 
ment  are  prepared  to  recMnmend  uj 
compensation  to  him  in  consequence? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  m 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkbe)  for  (Mt.Tki- 
T£LTak)  :  It  is  true  that  in  the  assault 
case  the  Judge  directed  tiie  jniy  to 
acquit  Beatty  after  hearing  the  eridenn 
for  the  defence.  This  evmenee  was  not 
before  the  magistrates  who  returned  him 
for  trial.  He  is  the  same  person  who 
was  returned  for  trial  by  Captain  Whelta 
forthemurderofFrancisM'Glone.  That 
chaise  was  not  withdrawn  by  the  Crown ; 
but  tiie  Grand  Jury  ignored  the  bill  for 
manslaughter,  and,  consequently,  it  was 
for  the  assault  on  O'Neill  that  Beatty  wai 
tried.  Francis  M'Glone  made  an  infor- 
mation before  his  death,  in  which  he 
stated  that  he  went  into  a  public-house 
in  Dungannon  vrith  Arthur  O'Neill,  and 
a  strange  man,  afterwards  identified 
O'Neill  as  Beatty,  but  that  he  did  ik4 
remember  anything  after  that,  as  he  wu 
drunk.  The  Coroner's  jury  was  com- 
posed of  an  equal  number  of  Protestanti 
and  Catholics,  and  they  finind  a  ver^ct 
that  M'Glone  died  from  inflammation  of 
the  brain  brought  on  by  a  fall  or  t 
blow.  They  did  not  add  that  no  reU- 
ance  could  be  placed  on  the  evidence 
of  O'Neill,  He  was  corroborated  by 
several  persons  as  to  Beatty  having  been 
in  the  public-house  on  the  occasion ;  but 
there  was  a  discrepancy  in  some  pointi 
between  his  evidence  and  that  oi  other 
witnesses.  When  Captain  Whelan  re- 
turned Beatty  for  trial,  ho  did  not  re- 
fuse to  examine  wibiesses  for  the  de- 
fence. On  the  contrary,  he  did  examine 
one  witness  who  was  about  proceeding 
to  America,  and  Beatty's  solicitor  saU 
he  would  reserve  his  defence  for  the 
ABsizes.  The  Government  are  not  awaie 
that  the  learned  Jud^  who  tried  the 
case  made  any  reflection  on  the  magis- 
trate who  sent  it  for  trial,  or  made  the 
statement  referred  to.  The  Distrkt  In- 
spector, who  was  in  Court,  reports  that 
he  heard  nothing  of  the  kind  said. 
Beatty  is  not  the  sole  support  of  his 
parents,  as  his  father  is  in  service.  It 
is  believed  that  local  subsoriptions  hare 
been  made  to  defray  his  expenses  ;  but, 
whether  that  be  so  or  not,  the  Crown 
are  not  prepared  to  recommend  aoy 
claim  for  oompeneation. 
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SUNDAY  CLOSING  (IRELAND)— AR- 
BESTS  FOR  DRUNKENNESS,  Ac. 

Me.  "WAETON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
in  reference  to  the  renentBetom  [headed 
"  Arrests  for  Drunkenness,  (Ire- 
Ian),"  and  numbered  259],  at  what  hour 
Sunday,  for  the  purposes  of  that  Betum, 
is  supposed  to  begin ;  and,  whether  such 
hour  is  not  that  of  eight  of  the  dock  in 
the  forenoon,  or  how  otherwise  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkeb)  (for  Mr. 
Tbevbltan)  :  For  the  purposes  of  the 
Betum,  Sunday  was  calculated  as  be- 

ginning  immediately  after  12  o'clock  on 
aturday  ni^ht  and  ending  at  12  o'clock 
on.  Sunday  night. 

PREVENTION  OF  CRIME  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1882-PATRICK  FARRT— COM- 
PENSATION  MONEY. 

OouomsL  KINa-HABUAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenan 
of  Ireland,  Why  it  is  that  Patrick 
Farry,  who  was  so  seriously  injured  when 
on  Protection  Duty  at  Castle  Island  in 
December  1880,  as  to  be  obliged  to  leare 
the  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary,  and  who 
was  awarded,  on  the  Ist  of  Juno  last, 
the  sum  of  £400  compensation  under 
the  Crimes  Act,  to  be  paid  to  him  in 
three  instalments,  the  first  instalment  to 
be  paid  to  him  forthwith,  has  not  been 
paid  one  farthing  of  the  money  due  to 
him? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Tbetxltaiv)  :  The  money  cannot  be  paid 
until  it  is  collected.  The  collection  of 
the  first  instalment  in  this  case  has  just 
been  completed,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  smlliugs  considered  irrecorer- 
able.  The  amount  collected — ^namely, 
£1S1  18t.  will  be  pud  over  to 

Farry  in  a  few  days. 

Ooxxnna,  KING-HABUAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Lreland,  Why  it  is  that,  in  cases 
where  compensation  money  has  been 
awarded  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, under  the  Crimes  Act,  to  persons 
who  have  suffered  from  outrages  in  Ire- 
land during  recent  years,  the  money 
awarded  is  not  paid  over  at  once  to  those 
who  may  be  entitled  to  it ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  great  hardships  and  suffer- 
ings are  inflicted  upon  the  injured  per- 
sons, and  that  the  action  of  the  lav  is 


brought  into  contempt  by  this  delay; 
and,  whether  the  GoTemment  will  con- 
sider, during  the  Recess,  the  propriety  of 
paying  the  sum  awarded  to  injured  per- 
sons without  delay,  and  in  one  lamp  sum  ? 

Thb  SOLIOITOE  GENiaiAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Tbevbltak)  :  The  money  awarded  can- 
not be  paid  over  at  once,  as  is  suggested 
in  this  Question.  It  cannot  be  paid  over 
till  it  has  been  collocted.  The  collectors 
are  members  of  the  Constabulary,  and 
are  proceeding  with  the  collection  as 
rapidly  as  they  can  ;  and  in  any  cases 
where  the  persons  awarded  compensa- 
tion make  a  proper  case  for  being  paid 
whatever  portion  of  the  award  has  been 
collected,  the  Government  ascertain  the 
amount  from  the  collectors  and  pay  it 
over  without  waiting  for  the  completion 
of  the  collection.  Where  no  such  appli- 
cation is  received,  the  collection  proceeds 
uninterruptedly  uutil  he  has  received 
the  entire  sum  or  instalments,  if  the  col- 
lection be  by  instalments.  The  Govern- 
ment has  no  fund  at  its  disposal  out  of 
which  it  could  advance  the  compensation 
awarded,  which  is  the  only  mode  by 
which  what  is  suggested  in  tiie  finu 
paragraph  of  this  Question  could  be  car- 
ried out. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OP 
GUARDIANS-BALTINGLAS9  UNION. 
Mb.  M'COAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether,  at  the  late  election  of  a  Poor 
Law  guardian  at  Rathdangan,  county 
Wicklow,  Mr.  Dagg,  the  clerk  and  re- 
turning officer  of  the  Baltinglass  Union, 
declared  the  result  of  the  voting  to  be  72 
valid  votes  for  Cecil  and  71  for  Kenna; 
whether,  at  the  subsequent  inquiry  held 
hy  Dr.  M'Oabe,  by  order  of  the  Local 
Govenuuent  Board,  Cecil  was  still 
found  to  be  entitled  to  72  votea,  but 
Erana  to  only  69,  the  reduction  in  his 
case  resulting  from  new  evidence  which 
had  not  been  before  the  returning  officer 
when  he  credited  him  with  7 1 ;  whether 
the  vote  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
raise  the  salary  of  Mr.  Dagg,  as  clerk  of 
the  Union,  from  £95  to  £110  a-year, 
was  supported  by  guardians  representing 
a  valuation  of  £17,000,  and  was  opposed 
by  only  four  guardians,  representing  a 
valuation  of  £400 ;  and,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  salary  of  the 
late  clerk,  Mr.  Cooke,  was  £140,  and 
that  the  Local  Oovernmeni^oard^eb.- 
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jected  at  the  time  to  the  reduction  of 
this  amount  after  his  death,  ten  years 
ago,  the  Board  will  nov  sanction  the 
■mall  increase  of  the  reduced  salary 
which  has  been  recently  voted  by  so  pre- 
ponderant a  majority  of  Uie  guardians 
to  the  present  derk  f 

Thb  SOLTOITOB  general  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Teetkltan)  :  The  facts  are  correctly 
stated  in  the  first  and  second  paragraphs 
of  the  Question.  The  proposal  to  raise 
the  clerk's  salary  from  £95  to  £110  per 
annum  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  17 
Guardians  to  four;  but  the  Local  Go- 
rernment  Board  have  no  Ketnm  show- 
ing the  valuation  of  the  property  of  these 
gentlemen.  The  question  of  sanctioning 
uie  pn^>osed  increase  is  at  present  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— NATAL  AND 
ZULPLAND. 

Ub.  DILLWTN  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  Her  Majesty's  (JoTemment 
have  now  received  any  de6nite  informa- 
tion concerning  the  enrolment  in  May 
last,  in  the  Colony  of  Natal,  of  a  body 
of  Volunteers  for  military  service  in 
Zululand ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
this  force  was  organised  by  means  of 
advertisements  in  the  newspapers  and  of 
printed  circulars ;  and,  whether  he  can 
inform  the  House  why  the  Natal  Go- 
vernment did  not  take  steps  to  prevent 
the  breach  of  the  Neutrality  Laws  of  the 
Colony  thus  threatened  ?   

Me.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  The  en- 
rolment referred  to  was  ostensibly,  at 
any  rate,  not  for  military  service  in 
Zmuland,  but  for  service  in  the  Reserve, 
"for  the  protection  of  the  property  of 
White  Teaidents  and  others  from  Usutu 
marauders,"  to  use  the  words  of  the 
printed  Circular  referred  to.  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  has  been  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  the  issue  of  such  an 
advertisement  was  improper,  and  that 
the  proceeding  was  clearly  an  inter- 
ference with  his  responsibility  for  the 
protection  of  the  Reserve  as  Special 
Commissioner  for  Zululand,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Osbom,  as  Resident  Commissioner ; 
that  it  had  naturally  given  rise  to  mis- 
apprehension ;  and  that  he  should  take 
such  measures  as  might  prevent  its  re- 
currence. I  may  add  that  the  force 
collected  numbered  only  10,  and  was 
dispersed  in  a  fortnight. 

3fr.  3£'Coa» 


AR5IT— PAT  DEPARTMENT-QUARTER- 
MASTERS. 

Mb.  BIOGAR  asked  the  BecreUiy  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  it  ia  true  that 
the  Army  Quartermasters,  who,  until 
lately,  were  eligible  for  and  frequently 
appointed  to  Regimental  Paymaster- 
ships,  have  been  excluded  absolutely 
and  permanently  from  the  Army  Pay 
Department ;  if  so,  on  what  grounds ; 
whether  it  is  the  fact  that  they  held 
these  Faymasterships  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Public  Service ;  and,  whether  it  is 
intended  to  recoup  them  in  the  amount 
which  they  have  lost  by  being  deprived 
of  the  appointment  of  Paymaster,  with, 
its  substantial  advantages  in  pay  and 
retired  pay? 

Sib  ARTHUR  HAYTERt  la  reply 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question,  I  nave  to  say  that  since  the 
formation  of  the  Army  Fay  Department 
in  1878,  the  qualification  for  appoint- 
ment has  been  tiie  holding  of  the  rank 
of  captain  in  Uie  Army.  As  I  stated  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Uembei^s  Question  on 
Friday  last,  the  revised  Pay  Warrant 
rather  facilitates  tlian  otherwise  the  ad- 
mission of  quartermasters  into  the  Fay 
Department  by  reducing  the  qualifying 
commissioned  service  as  combatant  offi- 
cers from  ten  to  seven  years,  and  ad- 
mitting lieutenants  as  well  as  captains. 
My  answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  second 
Question  is  that  some  of  the  quarter- 
masters who  were  appointed  to  be  pay- 
masters in  former  times  gave  very  good 
service ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  third,  I 
have  to  say  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
recoup  the  quartermasters,  since  it  can- 
not be  recognized  that  they  have  ene- 
tained  any  loss  by  the  recent  change  in 
the  Retaliations  for  appointments  to  the 
Pay  Department. 

THE  ANNUAL  ESTIMATES. 

SiE  ALEXANDER  GORDON  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  he 
will  give  to  this  House  greater  facilities 
for  controlling  the  normal  expenditure 
of  the  Country  by  causing  all  the  Annual 
Estimates  to  be  prepared  upon  the  sys- 
tem adopted  in  the  Naval  Estimates  for 
the  present  year,  in  which  the  items  of 
a  current  year's  original  Estimate  are 
shown  in  comparison  with  the  corre- 
sponding items  of  the  previous  year's 
original  Estimate,  by  the  latter  being 
placed  in  jaxta-position  to  the  former ; 
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the  items  of  a  eiiuilar  nature  voted  in 
any  Supplementary  Estimate  for  the 
year  being  shown  separately  below  the 
original  item,  and  accounted  for  in  a 
separate  sub-total,  as  in  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates. The  estimated  increase  or  de* 
crease  of  any  item  and  any  rote  being 
shown  as  the  differenoe  between  the 
original  Estimates,  and  not  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  original  Estimate  of 
the  current  year  and  the  total  of  the 
original  and  the  Sapplementary  Esti- 
mates of  the  prenous  year  ? 
.  Wi.  COUETNEY :  Perhaps  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Eriend  will  allow  me  to 
answer.  Directions  will  be  given  that, 
in  future,  the  summer  Supplementary 
Estimates,  which  are  now  included  in 
the  comparison  of  the  new  Estimates 
with  the  Estimates  for  the  previous 
year,  shall,  in  future,  be  distinctly  and 
separately  marked  as  "Supplementary." 
It  is  impossible  to  include  the  spring 
Supplementary  Estimates  also,  as  they 
are  not  voted  at  the  time  the  annual 
Estimates  are  made  up  ;  but  it  may  be 
said  generally  of  them  that  they  are 
balanced  by  savings,  and  involve  no 
real  addition  to  the  Annual  Expendi- 
ture. 

THE  0HT7BCH  IN  THE  COLONIES- 
GRENADA. 

Mb.  PIOTON  asked  the  Undersecre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether 
there  has  been  received  at  the  Colonial 
Office  a  Petition  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, from  inhabitants  of  Grenada,  ask- 
ing for  his  interference  in  regard  to  a 
vote  of  £260  for  repairing  an  Anglican 
parsonage  in  the  town  of  St.  George, 
such  grant  having  been  carried  against 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  imofficial 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
being  in  violation  of  the  Act  which  dis- 
endowed the  Anglican  Church  in  the 
Colony ;  and,  whether  any,  and  what, 
action  has  been  or  will  be  taken  in  the 
matter  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  :  Such  a 
Petition  has  been  received.  I  already 
Answered  a  Qtustion  as  to  this  on  the 
2nd  of  July,  and  have  little  to  add.  We 
liad  already  at  that  date  sent  a  despatch 
to  the  Governor,  asking  on  what  grounds 
the  Colonial  Government  considered  it- 
self bound  to  undertake  the  repair  of 
this  parsonu^e  7  No  reply  has  as  yet 
been  reoeived. 

VOL.  CCXCI.   [thibd  sbbies.] 


EGYPT  (OPERATIONS  IN  THE 
SOUDAN)  — THE  ROYAL  MARINES. 

Lord  RANDOLPH.  CHUBOHILL 
(for  Sir  H.  DRUiOfOHD  Wolff)  asked 
the  Secretary  to-  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther the  Officers  and  men  of  the  Boyal 
Marines,  recently  employed  in  the  Sou- 
dan, will  receive  their  gratuities  aooord- 
ing  to  the  Fri»  Scale  laid  down  in  the 
Admiralty  Instructions  in  which  thei( 
corps  is  included  ? 

Ma.  CAMPBELL -B^iNNERMAN: 
This  is  not  a  case  of  prize  money,  and 
we  are,  therefore,  not  bound  to  any  prize 
scale ;  but  the  Army  Prize  Scale  will,  as 
in  the  case  of  1882,  be  followed  in  dis- 
tributing the  grataities  to  the  MarinM 
who  served  wlm  the  Army  in  the  Sondan. 

GIBRALTAR— THE  SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  If 
the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  has  been  yet 
able  to  induce  civilians  of  position  and 
standing  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  office 
of  Commissioner;  and,  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  prepared  to  rescind 
some  of  the  changes  which  have  proved 
objectionable  to  the  civilian  population  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  Yes,  Sir; 
the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  has  been  in- 
structed to  rescind  the  chief  provisions 
of  the  law  regulating  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission to  which  objection  was  taken  by 
the  Commissioners  who  r^resented  the 
ratepayers.  It  is  expected  that  these 
genuemen  will  now  resume  their  fttno- 
tions ;  but  there  has  not  yet  beett  time 
to  reoeive  information  to  that  effect. 

LAW  AND  JTT3TI0B  (IRELAND)— 
DANIEL  MAHONY. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  Mr.  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  If  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  Bantry,  county  Cork, 
Quarter  Sessions,  foimd  a  true  bill 
against  a  man  named  Daniel  Mahony, 
who  was  charged  with  housebreaking 
and  robbery ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that, 
through  -  some  alleged  informaliW  in 
framing  the  indictment,  the  aooused  was 
not  brought  to  trial,  but  liberated  un- 
conditionally ;  and,  whether  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  said  Daniel  Mahony 
having  been  a  crown  witness  at  the  Cork 
Summer  Assizes  of  1883  that  he  was  set 
at  Uberty  ? 
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before  any  otem  had  been  taken  to  re- 
store order.  We  have  no  inf<»mation 
of  any  XTButu  attaok  threatening  on  the 
Natal  Bide.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  any  refugee  Chieis  will  find  effectoal 
protection  in  the  Xteseire  nndw  the 
Beaidents  and  the  troops. 

Mr.  guy  da  way  aaked  whether 
there  was  any  room  in  the  Beeerre  Terri- 
tory to  allocate  land  to  any  eonaidenble 

number  of  refugees  ?   

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHIiEY:  That  is 
impossible  to  answer,  becanse  what  the 
hon.  Member  may  mean  by  "oonmder- 
able  "  I  do  not  know.  If  the  htm.  Mem- 
ber will  ^re  me  any  number  I  will 
make  inqnuiea. 

ROYAL  IRISH  OONSTABin^ARY— CON- 
STABLE BERyABD  xma. 

Mb.  J0STIN  M'OABTHY  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant 
oi  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  oiroomstances  of  the 
death  of  Police  Oonstable  Bernard  King, 
who  was  stationed  in  Larkfield,  county 
Longford,  and  was  doing  duty  in  Gra- 
nard  in  that  county,  on  Monday  Hth 
July,  on  which  day,  after  returning  to 
his  station,  he  suddenly  fell  ill;  whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  he  was  not  Tiaited  by 
a  doctor  until  Sunday  July  20thf  and 
was  not  removed  into  hospital  (where  he 
died)  until  Tuesday  July  22nd ;  and, 
whether  he  will  cause  some  inquiry  to 
be  made  in  order  to  see  if  negligenoe  on 
the  part  of  any  one  contributeid  to  the 
police  constable's  death  ? 

The  80U0IT0B  OENEBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waleeb)  (for  Mr. 
Tbetxlyan):  I  am  informed  that  the 
constable  complained  of  feeling  unwell 
on  the  Idth  July,  but  appeared  on 
parade  as  usual  on  that  day  and  the 
next.  On  the  16th  he  reported  himaelf 
sick,  and  he  was  visited  by  the  doctor  on 
the  17th,  19th,  and  20th.  He  was  cer- 
tified to  be  Buffering  from  a  bilious 
attack  and  headache.  On  the  20th  the 
doctor  recommended  his  removal  to 
hospital,  and  he  was  taken  there  by  two 
of  hia  comrades  on  the  22nd.  He  died 
in  hospital  on  the  25th,  of  meningitis. 
The  district  officer  reports  that  no  man 
could  be  more  carefully  looked  after  than 
the  deceased  constable  was  while  in 
barrack  by  his  comrades  and  the  ser- 
geant's wife,  and  there  is  no  doubt  tiwt 
ne  was  properly  treated  in  iKMpiteL 
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Tn  SOUOITOB  GENEBAL  por 
IBELANB  (Mr.  Walkke}  :  Daniel  Ma- 
hony  was  committed  for  tnal  on  a  diai^e 
otlaroencjrof  £10— not  housebreaking, 
ai  stated  in  the  Question.  The  infor- 
mations did  not  state  whether  the  woman 
£rom  whom  the  money  was  stolen  was  a 
married  woman.  If  so,  the  name  of  her 
husband  should  be  given.  When  the 
indictment  was  prepared  a  blank  tor 
the  name  was  left,  and,  unfortunately, 
it  was  afterwards  overlooked  by  the 
officials,  and  was  not  discovered  in  time. 
The  ^roseoation  fell  throuffh  on  account 
of  this  infimnality;  but  Uie eharge  re- 
maana  intao^  Mid  a  fresh  bill  will  be 
Mnt  up  to  the  next  Quarter  SeadonB. 
TWe  nerer  was  anv  intention  of  aban- 
doning  thejwMeontum ;  and  the  su^es- 
tlon  that  Mahony  was  set  at  liberfy 
because  he  was  a  Orown  witness  at  the 
Oork  Summer  Assises  is  wholly  without 
foundatioii. 

SOUTH  APRIOA  (ZULULAND)-THE 
RESERVE  TERRITORY. 

Me.  GUY  DAWNAY  asked  the  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  the  Oolonies, 
Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  state- 
ment in  Th4  TVmm  of  July  Slst,  to  the 
•ffeotthat— 

The'ioreMnt  coodittoD  of  the  Zulu  Reaerve 
i»  d«Boribed  as  being  deplorabls.  About  1,000 
rebels  hBTB  collected  time,  omtredinlnkandhla, 
under  Dabalanuuui.  Theie  roam  aboat  as  ikey 
plaaK,  limply  erading  the  troojpt  whea  in  more- 
ment  against  them,  by  paanng  roond  them. 
The  tTButus  seem  to  connder  the  Imperial 
forces  to  be  sent  there  more  for  their  protection 
than  for  that  of  the  loyalists  whose  nnmbera  are 
fsft  diminishing," 

or  in  that  of  The  TVinw  of  July  Slst, 
which  states  that  Usutu  refugees  in 
Natal  have  lately  attempted  to  raid  into 
the  Beserve ;  and,  in  that  case,  whether 
he  can  oonoborate  the  statement  of  the 
TxBoAeat  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  that— 

"  The  chiefs  with  whom  we  entered  into  en- 
gagements can  come  into  the  Reserved  Terri- 
to^,  and  find  secority  there  F  " 

Me.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  I  must 
certainly  decline  to  endorse  the  expres- 
sion "  deplorable  "  introduced  into  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  as  applicable  to 
the  condition  of  the  Zulu  Beserve.  Pa- 
pers about  to  be  presented  will,  I  think, 
satisfy  the  hon.  Member  as  to  this.  The 
"1,000  rebels"  mention^  must  be  a 
ri^atfffi  of  the  attaok  made  by  the 
Usntos  on  lb.  Osbcon  some  time  ago, 
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There  doea  not  appear  to  be  any  ground 

for  attributing  negligence  to  anyone. 

IKELAND-STATE-AIDED  EHZGRATIOK. 

Ub.  DAWSON  asked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  a  woman 
named  Jane  Kenny,  who  had  been  fre- 
quently convicted  of  robberies,  was,  with 
her  illegitimate  eon,  sixteen  years  of  age, 
about  to  be  sent  from  limerick  Female 
Prison  to  Canada  ;  that  she  was  a  native 
of  Oarlow,  and  registered  in  the  work- 
house there  as  a  Catholic ;  that  she  be- 
came a  Protestant  in  Limerick ;  that  the 
Governor  of  the  Limerick  Prison  wrote 
letters  and  sent  telegrams,  with  pre-paid 
reply,  a^ng  Carlow  guardians  to  give 
money  to  buy  clothes  ror  the  son ;  that, 
on  refusal,  the  woman  returned  to  Car- 
low  Workhouse  and  became  a  Catholic 
ag«n ;  whether  it  was  out  of  die  publio 
Ainds  that  the  expenses  of  the  UA&grame 
were  paid,  and  if  public  funds  were 
to  have  been  applied  to  pay  the  passage 
money  of  these  people ;  b^  whose  autlw- 
rity  uie  GoTemor  of  Limerick  Prison 
sent  this  application,  and  offered  to 
pay  the  boy's  fare  to  Limerick ;  and, 
whether  State-aided  emigrants  sent  to 
Canada  are  largely  drawn  sut^ 
classes  f 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr.  Tee- 
tilyan)  :  Jane  Kenny,  when  received 
into  Limerick  Prison,  was  registered  as  a 
Protestant  and  a  married  woman.  The 
Prisons'  Board  have  at  their  disposal  a 
charitable  fund  called  "  Barbara  Tut- 
hill's  Fund,'*  bequeathed  to  enable  them 
to  assist  cases  needing  aid.  Jane  Kenny's 
case  was  considered  a  suitable  one  to 
assist  by  means  of  this  fund.  It  was 
believed  that  if  she  was  separated  from 
her  <dd  associates  the  woman  would  do 
veil.  It  was  tiierefore  proposed  to  send 
her  to  Canada  with  her  son — ^the  fare  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  charitable  fund  re- 
ferred to.  The  Governor  of  the  Prison, 
by  the  authority  of  the  Vice  Chairman  of 
the  Prisons'  Board,  wrote  to  Carlow  to 
ascertain  if  the  Guardians  would  provide 
clothes  for  the  boy.  One  letter  was  sent 
at  the  public  expense.  It  is  not  the  fact 
that  telegrams — pre-paid  or  otherwise — 
were  sent  at  the  pubUo  cost,  or  that  any 
public  expense  would  have  been  incurred 
if  the  proposal  for  emigration  had  been 
carried  tbough.  When  the  Oarlow 
Chiardians  refused  to  provide  dlotiiing 


for  the  boy,  Jane  Kenny  returned  to 
Carlow.  I  am  not  aware  whethw  she 
then  professed  herself  a  Boman  Catholic. 
As  I  have  already  intimated,  it  was  not 
proposed  to  send  this  wonum  out  as  a 
State-aided  emigrant,  and  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  State-aided  emigrants  are 
drawn  from  such  cUssea. 

TREATY  OF  BBBUN—ARTIOLE  44— THE 
JEWS  IN  ROUMANIA. 

BAnow  HENRY  DE  WORMS  asked 
the  Under  Secretair  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
number  of  Jews  in  Roumania  rendered 
destitute  by  the  new  edict  against  hawk- 
ing is  20,000,  and  not  2,000,  as  stated  in 
the  Despatch  of  Her  Majesty's  Represen- 
tative, dated  Bucharest,  June  29 ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  Jews  and  their 
families  thus  reduced  to  destitation  by 
the  action  of  the  Roumanian  Govern- 
ment are  unable  to  leave  Roumania  for 
the  purpose  of  earning  their  living  else- 
where, from  the  fact  that  the  Roumanian 
Gk)vemmeut  will  not,  even  in  the  case  of 
those  who  have  been  domiciled  in  the 
Country  for  generations,  grant  them  th  e 
necessary  passports,  on  the  groimd  that 
they  are  not  Roumanian  subjects  ;  whe- 
ther this  action  is  not  a  distinct  violation 
of  Article  44  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  Article  7  of  the 
Roumanian  Constitution,  made  subse- 
quent to,  and  on  the  basis  of,  the  under- 
standing by  which  Roumania  was 
granted  her  independence  by  the  Great 
Powers,  is  used  as  a  means  of  evading 
the  express  stipulations  of  Article  44  of 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin ;  and,  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  as  one  of  the 
Signatory  Powers  at  the  Treaty  of  Ber- 
lin, will  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  Powers,  make  representatione  to 
the  Roumanian  Goremment  on.  the 
subject?   

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUBICE  : 
In  a  despatch  dated  July  21,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  supplied  to  the  non. 
Member,  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at 
Bucharest  intimated  that  the  number  of 
Jews  in  Roxunania  affected  by  the  new 
edict  against  hawking  "  is  much  more 
considerable  than  the  2,000  mentioned 
in  his  previous  despatch."  It  seems 
doubtful  whether  this  edict  is  at  variance 
with  Article  44  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin. 
Inquiry  will,  however,  be  made  as  to  the 
statement  that  Jews  are  prevented  from 
leaving  Boumanio,  and  until  an  answer 
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IB  leooiTed  I  oaa  mak«  no  farther  Btate- 
ment 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)  —  MB. 
GEORGE  BOLTON,  A  BANKRUPT. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether,  as  the  Eeport  for  Qeorge 
Bolton's  salary  was  obtained  by  aooi- 
dent,  he  oan  now  annoimoe  tke  dedsion 
of  the  Government  ? 

Thi  SOLIOITOB  general  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Walkbb)  (for  Mr.  Tbb- 
txltah)  :  The  Lrish  GoTemment  had 
been  aavised  that  the  Treaaniy  Qtnmlar 
providing  for  the  suspension  of  a  civil 
servant  when  he  becomes  a  bankrupt  or 
enters  into  a  oomposiUon  with  his  ore- 
ditors  in  the  Bankruptcy  Oourt  does  not 
in  its  literal  terms  apply  to  Mr.  Bolton 
in  his  oharaoter  of  Crown  Solioitor ;  but 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  nevertheleBS,  has 
oome  to  the  decision,  considering  the 
admitted  financial  position  of  Mr.  Bolton 
and  the  interest  oi  the  Public  Service, 
that  he  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  ana- 
logy to  the  Circular,  and  accordingly  it 
has  been  decided  that  Mr.  Bolton  shall 
be  suspended.  The  same  decision  will 
apply  to  his  position  of  Solicitor  to  the 

THE  NEW  PUBLIC  0FFICE8-THE 
ADMIRALTY  AND  WAR  OFFICE. 

Mb.  BABBAK  asked,  What  oourse 
the  Qovwnment  propose  to  take  in  con- 
sequenoe  of  the  demsion  of  judges  on 
the  recent  competition  for  the  design  for 
the  New  Admiralty  and  War  Office; 
and,  whether  the  building  will  be  com- 
menced at  once  ? 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFETEE  :  I  have  in- 
formed Messrs.  Leeming  and  Leemin^, 
the  authors  of  the  aucoeasful  design  in 
the  recent  competition,  that,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  Parliament,  they  will  be 
employed  as  architects  for  the  building 
of  the  New  Admiralty  and  War  Office, 
and  that  the  GoTemment  will  submit  a 
Vote  to  this  House  for  the  oommence- 
ment  of  the  building.  As  there  is  not 
time  for  Members  to  form  a  judgment 
on  the  design  in  what  remains  of  the 
present  Session)  I  shall  defer  submitting 
a  Vote  till  next  prear.  In  the  meantime 
flie  architects  will  be  in  oommunioation 
with  my  Department  with  a  view  to 
making  saoh  modifications  and  improve- 
mnita  in  the  plan  as  may  be  sngoeated 
to  Hiem,  80  that  it  may  be  laid  before 

lord  JSimoHd  FUmmiHct, 


the  Hoose  next  year  in.  as  perlsot  * 
shape  as  possible. 

THE  WELLINGTON  STATUE. 

Sib  BOBEBT  PEEL  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  with  referenee 
to  the  statem«it  made  by  him  some  tiine 
ago  to  the  lioble  Lord  the  Member  for 
North  Leioestershire,  Whether  be  can 
now  folly  state  what  airangements  have 
been  made  respecting  the  nitore  ate  ni 
the  equestrian  statue  of  the  illustrious 
Duke?   

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVBE :  The  removal 
of  the  statue  of  tiie  Duke  of  WelUagton 
to  Aldershot  will  oommenoe  on  Thnmday 
next.  An  Ordnance  store  will  be  made 
ready  to  receive  it  tliwe  pending  the 
final  decision  as  to  the  site  for  its  erec- 
tion, on  which  the  military  authorities 
have  to  be  consulted.  The  site  will  -pwo- 
bably  be  the  centre  of  the  parade  ground 
in  the  North  Camp.  A  suitable  pedeetal 
will  then  be  erected  for  it  out  of  the 
money  contributed  to  the  Prince  <rf 
Wales's  Fund.  The  statue  will  be  put 
together  and  erected  again  by  the  arti- 
ficers of  the  Boyal  Engineers. 

ARMY  (INDXA)-ftUARTERMASTEBS. 

Mb.  T.  THORNHILL  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If  he  can 
state  why  Quartermasters  of  the  British 
Army,  swving  in  India  and  holding  the 
rank  of  Oaptun,  have  only  reeeired  the 
allowances  of  liiat  rank  finHu  Ootolter 
1st  1882,  instead  of,  as  in  the  oaee  of 
other  ffrades  of  non-combatant  Ofl^wn, 
from  July  1st  1881? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS :  I  am  not  aware 
what  other  grades  of  non-oombatant 
officers  are  meant ;  but  I  may  state  that 
the  Boyal  Warrant  of  1881  did  not  ac- 
cord the  Indian  allowances  of  captains 
to  quartermasters  in  India.  These  allows 
anoes  were  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  in  Council  in  Sep- 
tember, 1882;  and,  in  aocordance  with 
custom,  retrmpective  ^eot  waa  not 
given  to  the  Orders  which  sanoCumed 
them. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whetiier  the 
Correspondence  between  Her  Migesty's 
Government  and  the  Government  of 
India  respecting  the  arrears  non- 
effective Am^  changes  is  now  com- 
plete, and  when  it  will  be  laid  nptm 
the  Table,  in  accordance  wilb  hie  pro- 
mise on  the  36th  of  Mavf 
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U&.  J.  K.  OBOSS :  men  I  answered 
the  hon.  Member  on  May  26,  I  was  in 
hopes  that  an  agreement  would  speedily 
be  aniredatre^rdini^themethodof  pay- 
ing for  the  non-effeotiTe  Army  Oha»es 
in  future.  In  this,  however,  some  delay 
has  ooourred,  and  I  will  therefore  make 
no  obje^on  to  the  production  of  the 
Correspondenoe  to  March  31  last,  re- 
lating to  the  payment  of  the  arrears,  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  move  for  it. 

CENTRAL  ASIA  ~  DEUHITATEON  OF 
THE  AFGHAN  FRONTIER. 

Mb.  ONSLOW  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Under  whose  protec- 
tion, the  Oommiaaion  recently  appointed 
to  fix  the  Afghan  Boundaries  will  be ; 
will  the  Amir  be  represented ;  if  so,  by 
how  many  officers;  what  will  be  the 
duties  of  the  Commission,  and  what 
orders  hare  been  given  to  them ;  in  case 
of  difference  of  opinion  between  our 
officers  and  the  Bussian  officers,  or  those 
of  the  Amir,  to  what  Government  will 
our  officers  refer ;  is  the  escort  to  be 
provided  to  oonsist  entirely  of  Native 
Troops;  and,  what  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  constant  communication 
between  our  officers  and  either  the 
Home  Gbvttmment  or  the  Ghivwnment 
of  India? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  On  inqniry  I 
find  that  ocmimunioatioiis  are  stiU  going 
on  with  the  Busaiaii  Government  with 
regard  to  theee  T»ioas  pointy  and  I  am 
not  as  yet  in  a  posititm  to  give  an  an- 
swer. 

Mb.  ONSLOW:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  if  it  is  true  that  our 
Mission  is  to  start  in  Oetober,  or,  as  re- 
X>orted  in  Tha  Tim««,  that  it  is  to  be  put 
off  to  the  spring  of  next  year  ?  Perhaps 
this  Mission  is  one  of  the  most  important 
that  has  ever  been  sent  out  from  India ; 
and  I  hope  before  the  House  adioums 
we  shall  have  some  further  informa- 
tion. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  agree,  Sir,  as 
to  the  importanoe  of  tbis  Oonimission. 
All  I  oaa  say  is  that  I  have  not  heard 
anything  of  the  suggMted  postpone- 
ment. 

Mb.  ONSLOW:  I  shall  put  a  fur- 
'Aer  Questifm  on  the  subject  next  Mon- 
day. 

Mb.  BOTJBEE:  I  be^  to  give  Notice 
tiiat  on  tiie  AppropxiatioB  Bill  I  shall 
oall  attttBtion  to  the  whole  of  this  sub- 
ject. 


Mb.  ONSLOW :  That  bei&ff  ^e  oaee, 
I  will  put  my  Question  down  for  Thv^ 

day. 

rABT.TAMfNT— FALACE  OP  WESTBUN- 
STER- WESTMINSTER  HALL. 

SiB  QEOBGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  he 
will  use  his  influence  with  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  to  induce  him  to 
reserve  for  Grand  Oonunittee  Booms, 
and  other  extensions,  the  grotmd  to 
the  west  of  Westminster  Hall  lately 
ocoumed  by  the  Law  Oourts,  so  tiiat 
the  Hall  may  be  again,  as  it  was  oii^- 
nally,  the  <»ntre  of  the  Falaoe  of  Pailui- 
ment? 

Ma.  CAVENDISH  BENTINOK 
asked  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
great  objection  that  existed  to  the  pre- 
sent seheme,  and  the  impossibility  of  its 
being  properly  discussed  during  the  pre- 
sent Session,  it  was  not  desirable  to 
stpone  the  whole  question  till  next 
ssion? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  a&aid  I 
must  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
put  that  Question  down  on  the  Paper. 
I  should  not  like  to  give  an  answer  to  it 
before  first  communicating  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works.  I  be- 
lieve that  a  certain  amount  of  accommo- 
dation, available  for  one  Gh-and  Com- 
mittee, is  indnded  in  the  plan  as  it  now 
stands,  to  which  the  Gk>vemment  intend 
to  ask  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  Be- 
yopd  ihat  I  do  not  think  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  is  prepared  to  go.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  me  to  use  my  influence 
with  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works. 
Well,  of  course,  the  Treasury  has  a  cer- 
tain control  over  the  Office  of  Works ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  that  Department 
must  be  allowed  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
dependence and  judgment  on  a  matter 
on  whioh  it  is  more  competent  than  the 
Treasury  to  form  an  opinion. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENET:  Before 
the  Vote  ia  taken  will  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  allow  Members  oi 
the  House  to  visit  the  loent  in  quo  f 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEYBE:  I  will  give 
orders  that  any  hon.  Membor  who  de- 
sires to  see  the  west  f^t  of  Westaiin* 
ster  Hall  sfaidl  be  admitted  within  the 
inclosure  at  any  time  to-morrow.  In- 
deed, I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  per- 
sonally explaining  to  any  hon.  Member 
what  is  proposed  to  be  don^  ther^  be- 
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twecm  the  hours  of  S  and  4  o'dock  to- 
morrow. 

THE  MAGTSraAOT  (IRELAND)  —  MB. 
CLTTFOED  LLOYD. . 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If  the  Government  have 
oome  to  any  decision  as  to  the  future 
emplojment  of  Mr.  Olifford  Lloyd  ? 

&i.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  obliged  to 
the  hon.  Member  fox  hanng  poe^imed 
this  Qneeticm,  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
oommnnioate  mtii  the  Iiord  lieutenuit 
fat  beland.  The  hon.  Member  is  avare 
that  "Mr.  COifibrd  Lloyd  was  called  on 
public  grounds  from  ui  emplc^ment  in 
Irdand  to  employment  of  a  lugher  grade 
in  'Egypt.  He  will  no  longer  pTOsecnte 
that  employment  in  Egypt.  The  Lrish 
Cktvemment  cannot  give  any  positive 
pledge  that  he  will  not  resume  his  post 
as  Beeident  Magistrate  in  Ireland ;  but 
they  hope  to  make  some  more  adequate 
and  suitable  arrangemmt. 

Mb.  HEAXY  a&ed  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  aware  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  Secretary j^to  the  Treasury 
a  few  nights  ago,  that  Mr.  Clifford 
Lloyd  would  not  be  appointed  in  Ire- 
land? 

Mb.  COUBTNEY  :  I  think  I  said  he 
would  not  be  one  of  the  five  persons  re- 
oeiving  extra  pay. 

EOTFT— SLA.VBBT— THE  CONVENTION 
OF  1877. 

Sib  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther effect  is  to  be  given  in  Egypt 
I^per  to  the  existing  Convention  of 
I7th  August  1877,  and  £hedivial  Decree 
in  accordance  therewith,  under  which 
the  buym^  and  selling  of  human  bein^ 
is  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties, 
from  the  17th  of  the  current  month ; 
and,  if  he  will  give  an  assurance  that, 
whether  or  not  the  further  measures  re- 
commended by  Lord  Dafferin  for  alto- 
gether abolishing  slavery  be  imme- 
diately effected,  Her  Majesty's  GK)vem- 
ment  will,  as  recommended  by  Lord 
Dnfferin,  press  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment to  give  the  fullest  possible  effect 
in  Egypt  Plroper  to  the  eziating  Con- 
vention and  its  Annexes  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  iTFZMAUBIOE: 
Her  Majesty's  Gorernment  have  no 
reason  for  doubting  the  intention  of  the 
Khedive  to  give  due  effect  to  his  Treaty 
engf^ements  in  regard  to  ^jypt  Proper. 

Mr.  8k4m  Lifm 


They  lose  no  opportunifj  of  pressing 
upon  the  Egyptian  Government  the 
necessity  of  observing  their  engage* 
ments  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 

?uestion  of  Slave  Trade  and  Slavery,  and 
wonld  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
despatch  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  dated 
February  25,  1884,  in  Slave  Trade 
No.  2. 

THE  ATT8TRALABIAN  COLONIES— 
CONFEDEEATION. 

Hb.  BLASE  asked  the  Firat  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If,  in  view  of  the  faei 
that  four  out  of  seven  of  the  Austra- 
lasian Colonies  have  agreed  to  proceed 
at  once  to  confederate  in  an  Australasian 
Dominion,  and  of  his  statement  that  no 
business  will  be  taken  in  the  Autumn 
Session  except  the  Franchise  Bill,  it  may 
not  be  possible  to  introduce  and  pass  an 
enabling  Bill  before  the  end  of  this 
Session,  so  as  to  obviate  the  loss  of  a 
whole  year,  which  will  otherwise  oecur 
in  giving  effect  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Colonial  Parliaments  ?  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber also  asked  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  undertake  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  in  the  Autumn  Session  f 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  can  give  no 
jdedge  at  the  present  time  with  regard 
to  the  Autumn  Session  in  deviation  from 
what  I  have  already  stated.  Of  cooxaet 
what  I  have  stated  will  not  bind  the 
House  or  the  GovemmoLt  in  oonneotion 
with  causes  at  preaent  unf <nreseen  and 
of  a  sufficient  magnitude  to  require  that 
we  should  deviate  from  the  policy  al- 
ready laid  down ;  but  at  present  tiiere 
is  no  such  cause  before  us.  The  Ques- 
tion which  is  upon  the  Paper  asks  whe- 
ther this  important  object  of  enabling 
the  Australaaan  Colonies  to  confederate 
might  be  aooomplished  by  the  intro- 
duction of  an  enabling  Bill  in  the  pre- 
sent Session  ?  What  I  hare  to  say  in 
answer  is  that  it  would  not  be  right  to 
introduce  such  a  Bill  and  then  to  with- 
draw it.  That  would  not  be  respeotfrtl 
to  the  Colonies,  nor  would  it  be  likely  to 
be  understood  in  a  favourable  senae. 
Neither  would  it  be  riffht  to  introdooe 
such  a  Bill  if  it  were  to  become  the  aub- 
jeot  of  differences  of  omuion;  and  to 
continue  sitting  \mtil  a  Bill,  if  it  were 
opposed,  could  be  passed  would  be  oon- 
trtuy  to  the  ^edge  whush  the  Govern- 
ment have  given  to  the  House  not  to 
proceed  with  contentious  Business  at  this 
period  of  the  Session.   B^t  if  we  could 
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be  aflffured  that  the  HouBe  would  give 
its  unanimoas  assent  to  a  Bill  for  the 
flimphr  enabling  purpose  described  in 
the  Question,  even  at  this  moment  I 
TTOuld  Effree  to  its  introduction. 

Ub.  BLAKE:  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  be  so  kind  as  to  test  the 
fe^ng  of  the  House  by  introducing  a 
Bill  f  I  think  I  may  promise,  on  the 
part  of  my  Friends  in  this  part  of  the 
House,  that  we  would  not  offer  any 
opposition  to  such  a  Bill. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  My  hon.  Friend 
has  evidently  not  observed  what  I  stated. 
He  proposes  that  I  should  introduce  a 
Bill  to  teat  the  feeling  of  the  House. 
But  I  obaerred  that  it  would  not  be 
respectful  to  the  Colonies  and  would  not 
wear  a  friendly  aspect,  were  I  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  and  then  to  withdraw  it. 
Either  the  G-oTemment  or  the  House 
would  be  open  to  some  criticism  in  the 
Oolonies.  I  understand  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  speak  confidently  for  the  quarter 
di  the  House  witih  which  he  is  con- 
nected, and  8o  far  I  am  well  satisfied. 
I  oonld  not,  however,  at  this  moment, 
as  growing  out  of  a  Question,  inquire 
from  right  hon.  and  hon.  Members 
opjposite  what  their  views  are ;  but  I 
tnmk  it  probable  that  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  they  may  have  the  kind- 
ness to  make  their  views  known  to  us. 
If  it  appears  that  there  exists  such  a 
unanimous  disposition  as  would  alone 
justify  the  introduction  of  the  Bill, 
Notice  of  the  Bill  might  be  given  this 
erening,  and  it  might  he  intrwtuoed  to- 
morrow. 

EGYPT— ABMED  STEAMERS  ON  THE 
NILE. 

Mb.  QOUBLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  he  can  inform  the 
House  what  number  of  armed  steamers 
are  now  engaged  in  patrol  duty  on  the 
Nile,  abore  and  below  the  First  Oata- 
raot,  and  whether  all  are  under  the 
command  of  British  Naval  Officers ;  far- 
ther, to  inquire  if  he  can  state  what 
number  of  steamers  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  General  Gordon ;  and,  whether 
suitable  craft  are  being  prepared  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  up  oommtmi- 
cations  with  Dongola,  Berber,  and 
Khartoum  during  the  rise  of  the  Nile  ? 

Ma.  OAMFBMiL-BANNEBMAN  : 
There  are  four  steamers  engaged  in 
patrol  duty  on  the  Nile,  and  they  are 
all  under  the  eommand  of  Britiidi  naval 


officers.  There  is  no  certain  informa- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  steamera 
under  the  control  of  C^eral  Gordon. 
Oertain  preparations  hare  been  made 
for  passing  some  steam  veflsela  up  tha 
Second  Oatanuit. 

EG-TFT—FOIJOT  OF  HER  MAJEBTTS 

GOVERNMENT. 

SmSTAFFOED  NORTHOOTE  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther he  will  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  policy  of  the 
Gt>Temment,  with  regard  to  the  affairs 
of  Kgypt,  on  Thursday  next  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  There  is  some- 
thing rattier  unusual  in  the  form  of  the 
Question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
because  I  apprehend  the  different  stages 
of  the  Appropriation  Bill  will  give  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  tiie  policy  of  the  Government 
at  his  option,  and  without  application 
or  reference  to  me.  But  I  have  another 
remark  to  make  which  is  more  to  the 
present  purpose.  When  tiie  right  htm. 
Gfflitleman  pat  a  Question  to  me  on 
Saturday,  I  put  a  con8tmcti<m  nptm  it 
which,  perhaps,  was  not  quite  accurate. 
I  understood  him  to  ask  whether  I  could 
then  name  a  day  on  which  I  could  ex- 
plain to  Parliament  the  measures  which 
we  intended  to  adopt  in  Egypt,  growing 
out  of  the  recent  failure  of  the  Oon- 
ferenoe  ?  The  consideration  of  those 
measures,  I  had  said,  would  require 
some  time,  and  I  replied  aooordmgly 
that  I  could  not  name  a  day  fbr  that 
purpose.  There  is,  however,  a  step  of 
some  importance  which  the  Gt>vemmeni; 
contemplate,  and  which  I  hope  to  be  in 
a  condition  to  announce  to-morrow.  I 
should  prefer  not  answering  the  Ques- 
tion now  put  to  me  until  I  am  in  a  oon- 
dition  to  make  that  announcement  to  the 
House,  and  I  think  it  might  possibly  be 
more  for  the  oonvenienee  of  die  rig^t 
hon.  Baronet  and  other  Gfflitiemai 
poaite  if  that  oourse  mro  fiiUowed.  I 
think  they  would  be  then  able  to  form 
a  judgment  in  a  manner  more  satis- 
factory to  themselves  as  to  any  oourse 
they  may  think  fit  to  take.  I  am  under 
the  imprraeion  that  it  would,  in  any 
case,  be  thought  desirable  that  Supply 
should  be  allowed  to  terminate  before 
we  enter  into  a  discussion  of  a  general 
character  with  regard  to  Egypt. 

SiE  STAFFORD  NOEraOOTE: 
Of  oourse,  I  am  willing  to  put4he  Queo- 
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tioQ  to-morrow.  Like  the  right  hon. 
Oeotleman.  I  am  aniious  to  see  Supply 
finished ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
it  much  more  important  that  the  Egyp- 
tian Question  should  be  discussed  while 
it  is  still  fresh. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  do  not  say 
that  it  is  more  important  Supply  should 
be  finished,  bat  only  that  it  would  be 
more  oonTenient  in  the  first  place  that 
Supply  should  be  finished,  merely  in  re- 
spect to  the  economy  of  time. 

ITALY— BOUE— THE  ENDOWMENTS 

OP  THE  PROPAGANDA. 

ICb.  O'DONNELL  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Govemment  still  adhere  to  the 
deolaration  contained  in  the  Despatch 
of  Lord  Kimberley  to  the  Goremor  of 
Gibraltar,  dated  ue  16th  of  January 
1871,  that— 

"  Ths  dMO  iotenst  whioh  ii  felt  by  many 
millioni  of  Her  Hajesty't  nbjecta  in  the  posi- 
tton  of  the  Pope  renders  all  thai  concerns  his 
personal  dignity  and  independenoe,  and  freedom 
to  ezeroiee  his  sphitoal  functions,  fit  Babjecta 

for  the  notice  of  Her  Oovemment  Her 

Majesty  desires  me  to  state  that  this  snl^eot  will 
continue  to  reoeirfl  tbs  careful  attsntion  of  Her 
Government ; " 

whether  be  is  aware  that  the  endow- 
ments of  the  Propaganda,  contributed 
by  all  the  OathoUo  nations  of  the  world, 
including  a  large  seotion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  are  strictly  applied  in 
the  eserciae  of  the  spiritual  functions  of 
tiie  Pope  in  connection  with  the  Catho- 
lio  missions  throughout  all  regions  of 
the  world;  and,  if  he  will  take,  with- 
out delayt  any  steps  which  may  be  re- 
quisite to  prevent  any  portion  of  these 
endowments  from  being  converted  by 
force  to  the  secular  usee  of  the  Italian 
Government  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber, I  think,  cannot  have  been  in  his 
place  when  a  former  Question  on  this 
subject  had  been  answered.  So  far,  at 
leastj  as  regards  the  practical  part  of  his 
inquiry,  I  way  say  that,  with  respect  to 
the  despatch  of  Lord  Kimberley,  from 
wbit^  tne  hon.  Member  has  quoted  a 
passage,  I  cannot  admit  there  u  any< 
thing  m  that  despatch  from  vhich 
Lord  Ean^berley  vould  desire  to  recede 
at  the  present  time.  The  character  of 
the  mdowments  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers  has  r^featedly  been  the  sub- 
ject of  desniption  in  this  House  oa  tiie 
part  of  the  Gbvemment,  and  I  do  not 


propose  to  go  over  the  ground  again. 
With  respect  to  any  steps  that  may  be 
requisite  to  prevent  any  portion  of  tlieae 
endowments  from  being  diverted  by 
force  to  the  secular  usee  of  the  Italian 
Government,  I  must  ask  myself  whAtfaer 
the  matter  is  one  within  the  legal  jim»- 
dictign  of  the  Italian  Government.  If 
it  be  within  the  legal  jurisdiction  of  tha 
Italian  Government — as  I  hare  always 
understood  it  was — am  not  preraiBd 
to  undertake  to  interfere  with  toeir 
jurisdiction.  What  Her  Majas^a  do* 
vemment  has  repeatedly  said  is  thai 
they  have  instructed  their  AmbassadOT 
to  be  on  the  watch  for  any  favourable 
opportunity  for  exercising  an  influence 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  hon. 
Member ;  but  no  suoh  opportunity  has 
presented  itself  to  any  of  the  Powers, 
several  of  whom  are  even  more  inte- 
rested than  the  British  Crown  in  the 
matter. 

Mb.  ghat  asked  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  he  would  state  the  Powers 
which  he  deemed  to  be  much  more  inte- 
rested than  England  in  this  question. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  replied  that  he 
had  not  spoken  by  way  of  experiment. 
Certainly,  he  should  imt^ne  that  tiM 
Powers  would  be  intwested  in  this  qnet- 
tion  in  some  sort  of  proportion  to  the 
Soman  Oatholio  population.  England, 
no  doubt,  had  a  laige  interest  in  the 
matter ;  but  he  did  not  stutd  npoa  that 
distinotion. 

Mb.  gray  said,  he  had  no  desire  to 
raise  a  controversial  question  upon  the 
right  hon.  G^ntieman  8  remark ;  bat  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  indicated  sndi 
oonntrim  as  France,  or  Austria,  or  Spain, 
he  would  ask  him  whether  he  was  aware 
that  the  fands  of  the  Propaganda  were 
only  used  for  the  benefit  of  missionary 
countries,  and  that  those  Oatholio  coun- 
tries were  not  missionary  coontriM,  and 
had  no  interest  in  the  funds  f 

[No  reply.] 

SUPPLY— RELIEF  OF  aENEBAI.  GIB- 
BON—VOTE  OF  OBEDIT. 
Sst  WAI/TEB  B.  BABTTELOT 
asked  the  Secretary  of  Btate  for  War, 
Whether  any  expedition  for  the  reli^ 
of  General  Gordon  is  contemplated ;  and, 
whether  a  Railway  is  to  be  made  ftom 
Suakin  to  Berber  or  any  part  of  the  road 
to  Berber ;  and,  if  so,  whether  a  Supple- 
mentary  Estimate  will  be  presentM  to 
the  House?  ,^  , 
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Mb.  GLADSTONE:  It  is  my  inten- 
tion  to-morrow  to  propose  a  Vote  of 
Credit  to  enable  Her  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment  to  undertake  operations  for  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon,  should  they 
become  necessary,  and  to  make  certain 
preparations  in  respect  thereof.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  in  the  Diplomatic  Vote  to- 
night an  item  which  might  become  the 
sabjeot  of  discussion  in  connection  with 
the  state  of  affairs  of  the  Soudan.  If 
that  item  of  the  Vote  be  chosen  for  the 
discussion,  I  should  propose  the  Yote  of 
Credit  to-morrow  at  such  a  time  as  I 
conld,  because  there  is  already  in  con- 
templation an  arrangement  for  the  first 
Yote  to-morroW|  and  we  are  also  very 
desirous,  if  we  can,  to  brioffon  the  Re- 
port of  the  Constabulary  vote.  But, 
perht^s,  it  might  be  more  convenient  to 
the  House,  and  to  Gentlemen  opposite, 
that  they  should  found  the  discussion  on 
the  Yote  of  Credit,  and  in  that  case 
passing  over  the  subject  to-night,  I 
should  he  ready  to  propose  the  Yote  of 
Credit  as  the  first  Vote  in  Supply  to- 
morrow. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COWEN  asked  whe- 
ther the  proposed.  Yote  of  Credit,  and 
the  interesting  statement  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  to  make  to-morrow, 
formed  one  and  the  same  subject. 

Ub.  OLADSTONE:  No;  the  two 
things  are  quite  dtstinot.  I  did  not  say 
that  I  intended  to  make  a  statement  of 
some  interest.  What  I  stated  was  that 
Her  Majesty's  Goremment  contemplated 
a  step  of  some  inu>ortance,  which  I  hope 
to  be  in  a  oonoition  to  announce  to- 
morrow. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  asked  whether 
that  Vote  would  be  a  Yote  of  Credit  or 
a  Yote  for  the  Diplomatic  Service  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  a  Yote  for  the  Diplomatic  Ser- 
vice, but  of  a  Yote  of  Credit  properly 
so  called,  and  I  propose,  if  the  House 
should  deem  it  a  convenient  course,  to 
take  any  discussion  that  may  bo  raised 
upon  the  Yote  of  Credit  to-morrow.  In 
that  case,  I  should  propose  to  take  the 
Yote  of  Credit  as  the  first  Yote  to- 
moETOw.  If,  on  the  oontrarj,  the  dis- 
cussion were  taken  to-nightj  for  which 
there  will  be  abundant  justification 
on  the  Diphnnatio  Yote,  I  should  bring 
on  the  Vote  of  Credit  whenever  I  can. 

Ub.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT  :  I  do 
not  think  the  House  exactly  understands 
vhat  this  Yote  is.   May  I  ask  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is  to  be  a 
Yote  of  Credit  for  a  considerable  sum  to 
purchase  the  supplies  for  an  Expedition 
for  the  relief  of  General  Gordon  ?  It 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  House 
to  know  definitely  what  is  the  proposal. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  read  to 
the  House  the  purpose  for  which  the 
Yote  is  to  be  taken. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE: 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  it 
again  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  It  is 

"A  Vote (tf  Credit  to  enaUs  Her  TiSa^vAfn 
Gk>v'omment  to  tmdert&be  opeiatioiiB  for  Uis 
relief  of  Qeseral  Oordoo,  thonld  they  become 
necessary,  and  to  make  certain  prsporaticms  in 
respect  Uiersof.** 

Mb.  FULESTON:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  state  the  amount? 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  I  will  not  enter 
into  any  further  explanation  until  I 
make  the  Motion. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intend  to  introduoe  the 
Appropriation  Bill  this  week  ? 

Mh.  GLADSTONE:  It  is  observed  in 
this  neighbourhood  that  I  have  not  the 
gift  of  prophecy,  and  I  cannot  venture 
upon  a  prediction  which  might  possibly 
tend  to  defeat  itself. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Is  there  any  precedent  for  taking  a  Yote 
of  Credit  without  previous  Notice  of  the 
amount  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  ahaU  give  the 
Notice  in  the  regular  form,  so  that  it 
will  appear  on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  BOUKKK  :  I  should  like  to  ask, 
as  a  Question  arising  out  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  statement  with  regard 
to  to-morrow,  whether  the  anoounoe- 
ment  will  involve  a  Motion  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  which  will  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  cannot  give 
any  information  about  this  announce- 
ment until  I  make  it.  I  would  have 
done  so  to-day,  but  it  was  not  in  my 
X>ower ;  I  made  a  great  effort  on  Satur- 
day to  communicate  the  infornutttont 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  rest 
assured  that  I  shall  act  on  the  same 
prinoiple,  and  will  not  lose  a  moment. 

LoBD  BANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  am  aftroid  I  am  extremely  stupid ;  but 
I  cannot  make  out  vfaat  is  to  take  place 
to-morrow.  All  I  want  to  know  is  when 
the  Vote  of  Credit  will  be  pmposed  7 
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Ub.  aiiADSTONE :  If  tho  diMmsrion 
on  the  Soudan  and  the  case  of  General 
Gordon  should  not  be  taken  to-night, 
then  I  should  be  prepared  to  propose 
the  Tote  of  Oredit  as  the  first  Vote  in 
Supply  to-morrow.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  disoussion  on  the  Diplomatio 
Tote  vere  taken  to-night,  tiien  I  should 
]mKMe  the  Tote  of  Orodit  to-morrow  at 
sooti  an  hour as  lean  bring  it  on. 

Mb.  X  LOWTHEE :  In  the  event  of 
a  disousnoa  bung  taken  to>night,  will 
QoTemment  be  jwepared  to  make  a 
statement? 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  No. 
;  Mr.  "W.E.FOHSTER:  I  believe  there 
is  a  misoonception  on  another  point.  I 
understood  my  rieht  hon.  Friend  to 
state  that  he  would  give  Notice  of  the 
Tote  of  Credit  to-uight,  and  that  the 
amount  would  be  stated  at  the  time. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes. 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  should  Hke  to 
ask  the  Government  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  propose  an  appropriation  in 
Ways  and  Means  in  regard  to  the  Vote 
of  Credit  ? 

THEOHANCELLORoFTHaEXOHE- 
aUER  (Mr.  Childebs)  :  That  is  a  Ques- 
tion wmoh  should  be  asked  when  the 
Tote  of  Oredit  is  proposed. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
asked  why,  if  the  unount  of  the  Tote 
was  to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  that  night, 
it  could  not  at  once  be  stated  to  the 
House? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  given  my 
Notice  in  the  usual  course,  and  I  have 
said  quite  as  much  as  is  usual  in  giving 
Notice. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE  :  I 
would  suggest  that  we  had  better  take 
the  disoussion  on  the  Tote  of  Oredit  and 
not  on  the  Diplomatic  Tote. 

CENTRAL  ASIA  —  DErJMTTATION  OF 
THE  AFGHAN  FRONTIER. 

Mb.  ONSLO  Washed  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther it  was  intended  that  the  English 
Commissioners  for  f^e  demarcation  of 
Afghanistan  should  meetthe  Busnanand 
Afghan  Commissioners  this  year  or  next  7 

Lobd  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE  re- 
plied, that  it  was  very  difficult  to  make 
purtiat  statements  while  a  matter  of  this 
kind  was  proceeding.  He  should  require 
Notice  of  the  Question. 

Ida.  ONSLOW  said,  he  had  put 
Noticw  on  the  subjeot  on  the  Paper  al- 


ready. He  now  gave  Notioe  that,  in 
future,  he  should  address  his  Qaestioas 
to  ths  Prime  Minister. 

ORDERS  OF  TEE  DA  F. 


SUPPLT— CIVIL  SERTIOB  BSmCATaSl 

BiutWi—eotmtUred  in  Committee. 
(Ibi  the  Committee.) 

OUSST. — FOBEIQVAlfD  OOKOHIU 

Sekvioes, 

(1.)  Motion  mad^  and  Qnestioii  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £167,976,  (la- 
cludiaff  a  Supplemftntary  sam  of  £36,000),  b* 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 
necenary-  to  defray  the  Chai^  which  will  oome 
in  ooorte  of  payment  during  the  year  ™**"*f 
on  the  3lBt  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Ex- 
penses of  Her  Majesty's  EmbaasiM  and  Mia- 
aions  Abroad." 

Sia  WILFRID  LAWSON  said,  the 
Papers  had  already  been  laid  upon  tiie 
Table  in  relation  to  the  prohibition  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  of  the  landing 
of  Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt  in  Egypt.  As 
those  Papers  had  only  been  laid  upon 
the  Table  that  day,  many  hon.  Mambos 
might  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
rewing  them.  He  would  uerefore  state 
as  bri«ty  as  he  oould  the  nature  of  their 
contents,  and  he  would  then  ask  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  to  explain  the  reason 
why  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  had 
taken  the  course  they  had  in  the  matter. 
Mr.  Blunt  hod  been  before  the  country 
for  a  long  time  in  connection  with  £^yp- 
tian  matters.  It  would  he  remembered 
how,  in  1882,  he  had  wuned  the  Qo- 
Temment of  the  natural  result  of  their 
policy  in  Egypt;  and  if  they  had  ao- 
oepted  that  warning,  they  would  have 
been  in  a  very  much  better  position  than 
thatwhich  they  occupied  to-day.  Indeed, 
if  there  was  one  man  to  whom  more  than 
another  the  whole  of  the  oountiy  and 
Her  Majesty*s  Chsremment  vere  in- 
debted, it  was  Mr.  Wil&id  Blunt ;  and 
there  oould  be  no  doubt  that  the  poli- 
tical prisoners  would  have  been  executed 
but  for  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Blunt.  l/Li. 
Blunt  bad  certainly  reudraed  great  ser- 
yice  to  the  GoTemment.  Last  autumn 
Mr.  Blunt  determined  to  go  out  to  India, 
and  he  stopped  in  Egypt  on  his  way. 
He  did  not  enga^  in  any  political  mis- 
sion there,  the  pohtical  ouestions  in  whic^ 
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he  had  been  engaged  having  been  tho- 
roughly threshed  oat,  and  Mr.  Blunt 
could  do  no  more  in  regard  to  them. 
He  merely  called  there,  and,  having 
called  there,  he  was  treated  as  any 
other  English  gentleman  woidd  have 
been  by  Her  Majesty's  Representatives, 
who  entertained  him  and  entered  into 
communications  with  him.  He  then  left 
Egypt  and  went  to  India,  and  after  re- 
maining in  India  for  some  time,  he  re- 
turned, but  was  not  allowed  to  land  in 
Egypt  affain.  AU  he  (Sir  WilfUd  Law  - 
son)  had  now  to  do  was  to  state  the 
reasons  given  in  the  Papers  laid  before 
the  House  that  day  why  Mr.  Blunt  was 
not  allowed  to  land.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  these  reasons  had  been  in- 
dorsed and  approved  by  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  and  Earl  Granville.  All  that 
was  material  as  to  the  action  of  Egypt 
in  the  matter,  eo  far  as  preventing  the 
landing  of  an  English  subject,  would  be 
found  on  page  3  of  the  Papers  which 
gave  the  letter  of  Oherif  Pasha  to  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring.  That  letter  opened 
out  ue  whole  Dusiness.  C^erif  Pasha 
said — 

"Yon  are  donbtleaa  aware  of  Mr.  Blunt's 
relatioiu  with  Arabi  and  of  the  campaign  un- 
dertaken  by  him  in  London  to  oaat  upon  His 
Highness  the  odium  of  the  massacres  at  Alex- 
andria. I  have  no  intention  of  rererting  to 
past  eTcnts,  but  I  shall  confine  myseU  to  ac- 
quainting you  in  a  few  words  with  the  attitude 
adopted  07  Mr.  Blunt  during  his  recent  stay 
in  Egypt.  On  his  arrival  at  Cairo  he  imme- 
diately entered  into  communication  with  the 
families  of  the  rebels  and  with  several  other 
persona  compromised  in  tite  recent  evraits." 

Now,  he  did  not  sappose  that  anybody 
knew  there  was  a  law  in  Egypt,  or  in 
England,  that  nobody  was  to  confer 
wiu  the  families  of  rebels ;  bat  he  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Blunt  that  all  the 
stories  about  interviews  prolonged  far 
into  the  night  were  untrue;  that  while 
in  Egypt  he  was  in  bed  regularly  by 
half- past  9  or  10  o'clock;  but  that  on 
one  occasion  he  had  received  an  invita- 
tion to  dine  with  the  officials  connected 
with  the  British  Embassy.  The  next 
thing  stated  in  the  letter  was  that — 

"  In  his  walks  in  the  Basaar  he  was  con- 
tinually conveninf  with  the  merohints  with 
regard  to  Axabt" 

That  was  Ihe  second  charge.  The  third 
was  that — 

*'  Having  leamt  that  a  certain  Abdel  Bajah 
was  dstained  in  prison  as  impUoated  in  the 
matter  of  the  anonymous  Istters,  he  preeented 


himself  at  the  Zaptidi  for  admisnon  to  see  the 
prisoner." 

What  really  took  place  was,  that  Mr. 
Blunt  asked  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  "  to  ob- 
tain permission  for  him  to  look  over  the 
prison,"  but  receiving  no  answer,  he 
walked  in  and  saw  this  man,  no  one 
interfering.  Certainly  there  was  not 
much  harm  in  that.  Mr.  Blunt  was 
next  charged  aa  follows : — 

'*  Ebnng  met  with  a  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  police  offidals,  Mr.  Blunt  endeavoured  to 
evade  the  orders,  but  not  having  succeeded  he 
departed,  abusing  the  guards  and  boasting  that 
he  would  shortly  return  with  an  order  from 
Her  Majesty's  Bepressntative  which  would 
open  all  doors  to  him. 

Mr.  Blunt  stated  that  there  was  no 
truth  whatever  in  that  charge,  that  no- 
thing of  the  kind  occurred,  and  that  he 
spoke  to  and  abused  nobody.  The  fifth 
charge  was— 

"  Mr.  Blunt  further  emfdoyed  himself  in 
starting  a  newspaper,  the  intended  otnect  of 
which  was  to  create  popularity  for  Arabi,  and 
to  weaken  the  authority  of  the  Khedive.  On 
his  being  informed  that  in  order  to  publish  a 
newspaper  in  Egypt  the  sanction  of  the  Oo- 
vemment  mast  previously  be  obtained,  he  is 
reported  to  have  replied  that,  if  necessary,  he 
would  obtain  that  sanction  from  London." 

Mr.  Blunt  informed  htm  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson)  that  he  never  had  such  an  idea 
in  his  mind,  and  that  be  never  thought 
of  starting  a  newspaper  in  Egypt.  The 
sixth  cha^fe  was — 

"  You  are  further  aware,  my  dear  Minister, 
of  the  idwB  he  tried  to  dissmnin^  in  the  coun- 
try with  regard  to  the  foundation  of  an  Arab 
Empire,  and  the  imbecility  of  the  present  sys* 
torn  of  government.'* 

Mr.  Blunt  said  that  he  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  charge,  with  the  exception  of  not 
having  advised  the  foundation  of  an 
Arab  Empire.  He  certainly  thought 
the  Gk>vemment  of  Egypt  most  imbe- 
cile, and  had  said  so  on  many  occasions. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  North  Lin- 
colnshire (Mr.  J.  Lowther),  indeed,  two 
of  the  Members  for  Lincolnshire,  and 
the  Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett)  went  up  and  down  this  coun- 
ty calling  the  Members  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  imbecile,  but  they 
were  not  banished,  for  nobody  cared  a 
bit  what  they  said.  As  far  as  be  could 
make  out  from  reading  the  Papers,  these 
were  the  sole  charges  against  Mr.  Blunt, 
on  account  of  whioh  ho  was  not  allowed 
to  land  in  Egntt;  and  he  should  be 
much  surprised  if  the  Committee  weto 
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to  amra  at  tlie  oonoliuum  tiiat  this  was 
a  proper  way  to  treat  a  British  subject. 
It  was  monstrous  that  a  liberal  Gurem- 
msnt  should  aot  in  the  waj  the  present 
GoTemment  had  acted  towards  Mr. 
Blunt.  He  did  not  suppose  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  particularly  anxious  to  go  to 
Egypt  at  the  time  he  was  refused  per- 
mission to  land,  and  he  did  not  tfaiuk 
that  Mr.  Blunt  sustained  any  serious 
amount  of  inconvenience.  A  gross  in- 
dignity, however,  was  put  upon  him, 
siniply  because  he  had  told  the  truth ; 
and  the  matter  threw  a  flood  of  light 
on  what  was  going  on  in  that  country. 
It  showed  tiiat  they  were  in  Egypt  for 
nothing  more  than  to  bolster  up  a  sys- 
tom  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  uid  to 
stifle  freedom  of  opinion.  Unless  the 
OoTemment  could  give  a  better  reason 
than  they  had  yet  given  for  this  extra- 
ordinary proceeding,  as  explained  in  the 
Papers  laid  before  the  House,  he  should 
certainly  feel  disposed  to  move  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  in  order  to  see  whe- 
ther the  Oommittee  would  be  inclined 
to  join  him  in  protesting  against  the 
odious,  dangerous,  and  uojust  policy 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
encouraging  in  Egypt.  He  should  like 
very  much  to  hear  what  the  Government 
would  have  to  say  in  defence  of  the  ex- 
traordinary course  they  had  taken. 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMADRIGE 
said,  that  he  was,  on  the  whole,  glad 
that  his  hon.  Friend  had  called  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  because  it  would 
enable  him  to  bring  out  the  real  facts 
of  the  matter.  Hon.  Hembera  would 
probably  have  read  the  Papers  which 
had  been  presented,  and  he  wished 
they  could  have  been  presented  sooner ; 
but,  owing  to  want  of  time,  it  had  been 
impossible.  It  would  at  once  be  seen 
that  the  whole  of  the  question  lay  in  a 
nuteheU.  As  to  the  main  facts,  there 
was  no  dispute.  His  hon.  Friend  said 
humorously  that  Mr.  Blunt  had  been 
refused  permission  to  land  in  Egypt, 
because  on  his  former  visit  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  sitting  up  late  at  night ; 
but  that  it  was  owing  to  the  hospitality 
kindly  extended  to  him  by  the  members 
of  Her  Majesty's  Mission,  and  that  sit- 
ting up  late  at  night  under  such  circum- 
stances was  not  likely  to  do  much  harm. 
But  he  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurioe) 
oonld  not  help  thinking  the  Oommittee 
would  see,  on  reading  the  Papers,  that 
that  humorous  Ternon  of  Mr.  Blnnf  s 
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proceedings  was  soaroely  borne  out.  Tha 
whole  case,  in  reality,  tamed  on  two 
things — in  the  first  place,  on  the  right 
of  the  Egyptian  Government ;  and, 
secondly,  on  the  facts  stated  in 
letter  of  Cherif  Pasha  to  Sir  Ev^ya 
Baring  on  the  8th  of  October.  Aa  to 
the  right  of  the  Egyptian  Govenment, 
and  the  legal  aspect  of  the  oase,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  at  all.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  the  right  of  self- preservation,  whiidi 
all  Govemmente  at  times  were  obliged  to 
exercise  in  periods  of  ^reat  difficnl^. 
Occasionally,  the  exercise  of  a  strict 
legal  right  did  appear  to  interfere  with, 
that  complete  liberty  which,  as  a  rule,  it 
was  the  desire  of  every  civilized  State  to 
extend,  not  only  to  its  own  subjects,  but 
to  those  of  other  nati(mfl.  Mr.  Blunt, 
exercising  his  rights,  whioh  nobody 
would  question,  some  time  ago  did 
take  a  leading  part  in  Egyptian  affiuts ; 
but,  having  chosen  to  tuEO  a  ovtats 
line,  he  must  also  take  the  oon- 
seqnences.    Mr.  Blunt,  to  use  an  old 

{iroverb,  oould  not  claim  to  "  eat  his 
oaf  and  to  have  it  also."  He  could  not 
claim  to  express  opinions  hostile  to  the 
Egyptian  Government,  or  to  conspire 
against  them,  and  then  claim  their  assent 
and  protection.  Mr.  Blunt  claimed  that 
those  who  had  been  in  active  rebeUi<m 
against  the  Gt)vemment  were  in  reality 
patriots,  whose  names  were  held  in 
honour  by  the  oonntry,  and  when  th^ 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  against  a  Go- 
vernment of  which  they  disapprored, 
he  seemed  to  imagine  that  they  ought 
to  be  protected  by  that  Qovemment 
Now,  it  was  necessary  to  take  a  dear 
line  in  a  question  of  thf^  kind ;  no  man 
oonld  be  on  both  sides.  He  could  not 
claim  the  protection  of  the  €k>vemment, 
and  also  to  be  allowed  to  entor  into 
agreements  and  conspiracies  against 
it.  His  hon.  Friend  said  that  Mr. 
Blunt  did  admit  one  charge,  and  the 
admission  was  an  exceedingly  important 
one — namely,  that,  while  in  Egypt,  Mr. 
Blunt  did  attempt  to  disseminate  ideas 
whioh  nobody  could  deny  were  hostUe 
to  the  existence  of  the  Goremment  of 
that  country. 

Lord  BANDOLPH  OHUBOHILL 
asked  where  that  admission  was  to  be 
found? 

loed  edmond  FITZMAUBIGE 
said,  it  was  what  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
said  fainwelf.  His  hon.  Friend  had  ooa- 
trorerted  Paragraphs  1,  9,  3,  4  and  5 
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in  Cherif  Pasha's  letter;  but,  on  re- 
femng  to  the  last  paragraph,  he  had 
understood  faim  to  say  that  Mr.  Blunt  did 
not  dispute  the  allegation  contained  in  it. 

SiE  WILFRID  LAWSON  explained 
that  what  he  had  said  was  this.  That 
Mr.  Blunt  distinctly  denied  having  tried 
to  disseminate  ideas  in  favour  of  the 
foundation  of  an  Arab  Empire ;  but 
what  he  did  not  deny  was  that  he  had 
spokeaoE  the  imbecility  of  the  Egyptian 
Government. 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE 
saidf  that  was  Mr.  HLunt's  way  of  putting 
it ;  but  his  hon.  ^end  would  be  aware 
that  when  a  goitlemftn  of  Ur.  Blunt's 
great  talent  and  ability,  with  excessively 
strong  and  decided  opinions,  went  about 
and  was  constantly  denouncing  the  im- 
becility of  the  Government,  he  was  not, 
perhaps,  very  far  off  from  desiring  to 
put  something  in  the  place  of  that  Gro- 
vemment.  They  all  knew  that  Mr. 
Blunt  had  hostile  ideas  with  regard  to 
the  Government  of  Egypt,  which  he  bad 
urged  with  very  great  ability,  and 
therefore  it  seemed  to  him  (Lord  Ed- 
mond  Fitzmaurice)  that  his  hon.  Friend's 
admission  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Blunt  covered 
what  he  had  said.  He  thought  it  must 
be  acknowledged  that  the  statements 
made  by  Cherif  Fasha  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Kunt  were  justified.  Under  those  cir- 
cxroumataiices,  ailL  he  had  to  examine 
was  the  ftirtiier  question — what  were 
the  rights  of  the  E^^tian  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter?  It  was  the 
right  which  every  Government  was 
bound  occasionally  to  consider  —  the 
right  of  saying  under  what  conditions 
strangers  or  foreigners  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  country.  In  this  case, 
the  Egyptian  Government  came  to  the 
oonolnsion  that  it  was  dangerous  to  the 
security  of  the  State,  and  the  peace  and 
maintenance  of  public  order,  to  allow 
Mr.  Blunt  to  remain  in  Egypt,  and  ac- 
cordingly they  proceeded  to  take  the 
steps  which  his  hon.  Friend  had  de- 
scribed, and  which  the  Committee  woidd 
find  detailed  at  full  le^th  in  the  Papers. 
The  only  etep  whidi  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment took,  as  distinguished  from 
thai  of  Eigyptian  Government,  was 
to  refuse  to  interfere.  He  would  ask 
hon.  Members  to  ask  themselves  this 
question — whether,  considering  that  the 
lE^yptian  Government  was  not  only  a 
friendly  Government,  but  a  Government 
whioh  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 


pledged  in  a  particular  degree  to  main- 
tain, it  would  have  been  right  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  intervene  ?  It 
must  be  clearly  understood  that  the 
steps  against  Mr.  Blunt  were  not  taken 
at  the  instigation  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, but  that  they  were  ts^en  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  on  their  own 
responsibility;  and  that  the  only  step 
which  Her  Majesty's  (Joveniment  took 
was  to  refuse,  when  appealed  to,  to 
interfere.  His  hon.  Friend  had  quoted 
from,  tiie  letter  of  Cherif  Fasha  of 
October  8;  but  the  case  did  not  rest 
simply  upon  the  statement  of  CHierif 
Fasna,  whom  some  persons  mi^ht 
imagine  to  take  an  un&vonxsble  view 
of  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Blunt, 
owing  to  Mr.  Blunt  s  knowledge  of  the 
affairs  of  Egypt  in  past  years ;  but 
when  Nubar  Fasha  came  into  Office 
without  any  prejudice  upon  the  ques- 
tion, and  was  appealed  to,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Mr.  Blunt,  who  thought  he 
would  reverse  the  order  of  Cherif  Pasha, 
Nubar  Fasha,  so  far  from  reversing  it, 
confirmed  it.  Therefore,  when  hon. 
Members  found  two  Ministers  of  the 
abilify  of  Cherif  Fasha  and  Nubar 
Fasha  agreeing  in  the  same  policy,  it 
would  be  hard  to  say  that  their  well, 
considered  verdict  was  wrong,  and  that 
they  were  not  justified  in  thinking  that 
the  continued  presence  of  Mr.  Blunt  in 
Egypt  was  a  source  of  danger.  These 
were  the  whole  fiwts  on  which,  this  con- 
trovert^ had  turned.  As  he  had  already 
said,  the  facts  were  very  few,  and  the 
whole  matter  lay  in  a  nutshell.  He 
thought  the  Committee  would  be  of 
opinion  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  exercised  a  wise  discretion  in  not 
interfering  in  the  matter. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  did  not  know  what  the  opinion 
was  of  hon.  Members  who  sat  imme- 
diately behind  the  noble  Lord  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  as  their  opinions  were  gene- 
rally made  for  them  ;  but  he  was  satis- 
fied that  hon.  Members  who  sat  below 
the  Gangway  would  be  of  opinion 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
exercised  an  unwise  discretion  in  the 
extracndinanr  tyiaanioal  and  nnjust 
course  they  had  adopted.  There  was  a 
most  ourions  iaoident  in  connection  with 
this  visit  of  Ur.  Blunt  to  Egypt— far 
more  curious  than  the  general  public 
had  any  idea  of.  If  Eon.  Members 
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wonld  turn  to  pave  9  of  the  Fapen  laid 
upon  the  Table,  tkey  would  find  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Blunt  to  Earl  Granville,  dated 
the  Ist  of  May.  At  the  bottom  of  that 
page,  in  the  third  paragraph  from  the 
bottom,  he  would  invite  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Lord  to  a  passage  in  which 
Mr.  Blunt  made  these  remaus— 

"Having  absndoned  all  active  interest  in 
Egyptian  politica,  I  was  encouraged  lait  Sep- 
tember, in  the  highest  official  quarter,  again  to 
Tiait  Bgypt,  with  a  view  to  ooniulting  with  Sir 
Ev^yn  Mxing  as  to  a  possible  development 
there  of  Engliah  pdicy.'* 

He  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  thong^t 
that  paasa^  would  provide  a  much 
better  elucidation  of  this  unfortunate 
occurrence  than  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  endeavoured  to  give.  Many 
hoD.  Members  would  be  aware  that  Mr. 
Blunt  had  strong  views  of  the  revolu- 
tion brought  about  by  Arabi  and  of  the 
future  of  Egypt.  Probably,  few  Mem- 
bers woidd  be  found  who  would  agree 
with  him  upon  those  points ;  but  he  did 
not  think  there  was  a  man  in  the  House 
who  would  be  prepared  to  say  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  not  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  honour  and  integrity,  although 
he  had  come  prominently  before  l^e 

Sublio  in  relation  to  Egyptian  affairs, 
ithough  Mr.  Blunt  held  strong  opi- 
nions, and  did  not  hesitate  to  put  them 
forward  in  the  strongest  possible  man- 
ner, no  one,  not  even  an  officiid  of  the 
Government,  had  ever  questioned  or 
treated  with  suspicion  his  integrity, 
veracity,  or  high  honour.  Therefore, 
when  he  saw  a  statement  of  that  kind 
in  the  Papers  laid  before  the  House, 
that  Mr.  Blunt  had  abandoned  all  active 
interest  in  Egyptian  politics,  and  had 
been  encourt^ed  last  September,  in  the 
highest  official  quarter,  again  to  visit 
Egypt,  with  a  view  to  consulting  with 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring  as  to  a  possible  de- 
velopment there  of  English  policy,  he 
had  thought  it  right  to  put  himself  in 
communication  wiui  Mr.  Blunt,  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  explanation  of 
lluit  passage.  Mr.  Blunt  informed  him 
that  ho  was  Tinted  in  September  last  by 
a  gentleman,  notoriously  enjoying  the 
friendship  and  the  confidence  of  the 
Prime  Minister — ^Ur.  Knowles,  the  editor 
of  l%e  NiMtMHth  Cmtwy.  That  gentle- 
man informed  Mr.  Blunt  that  the  mo- 
ment was  well  chosen  for  his  again  re- 
visiting Egypt.  He  (Lord  Bandolph 
OhurcUll)  did  not  vouch  for  these  state- 
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ments  himself;  but  Mr.  Blunt  made 
them,  and  nobody  yet  had  questioned 
the  honour  or  veracity  of  Mr.  Blunt; 
and  he  (Lord  Bandolph  Chnrrtiill) 
thought  the  case  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  it  ought  to  be  put  before  the  Hotue 
of  Commons.  Mr.  Bltint  stated  tiiat 
Mr.  Knowles  went  to  him,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  moment  was  uu^cioas 
for  again  revisiting  Egypt,  with  a  Tiev 
of  ascertaining  whether  there  waa  any 
probability  of  the  revival  of  the  Na- 
tional Party,  and  whether  there  vaa 
any  probabUify  of  arranging  aome 
methfu  by  which  Arabi  Faaha  noight 
be  restored  to  his  native  land.  In  tbe 
interview,  as  Mr.  Blnnt  states,  Mr. 
Knowles  made  a  very  &ee  use  of  the 
Prime  Minister's  name.  [Mr.  Glad- 
stone dissented.]  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  the  Prime  Minister  would  get  up 
at  the  Table  and  deny  that  statement,  the 
Committee  would  accept  his  denial ;  but, 
according  to  the  representation  of  Mr. 
Blunt,  Mr.  Knowles  made  a  very  free 
use  of  the  Prime  Minister's  name.  Was 
that  so?  [Mr.  Gudstone  dissented.] 
Mr.  Knowles  would  not  have  thought 
proper  to  make  a  direct  use  of  the  Prime 
Minister's  name  without  direct  authority, 
and  Mr.  Knowles  was  a  gentleman  who 
worthily  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  would  not  be  pre- 
sumed to  use  tbe  name  of  the  right  non. 
Gentleman  without  authority.  Mr.  Blunt, 
who  was  an  enthusiast,  took  fire  at  that 
suggestion  that  there  was  a  chance 
of  the  National  Party  in  Egypt  being 
recognized  by  the  English  Qovemment, 
and  he  placed  himself  in  communica- 
tion with  no  less  a  person  than  the 
Prime  Minister's  Private  Secretary,  Mr. 
Hamilton.  Mr.  Blunt  communicated  to 
Mr.  Hamilton  what  had  passed  between 
himself  and  Mr.  Knowles.  He  stated 
to  Mr.  Hamilton  that  he  was  encouraged 
by  what  had  reached  him  to  make  a 
journey  to  Egypt  on  his  way  to  India, 
and  he  communicated  fully  to  Mr. 
Hamilton  the  exact  steps  he  meant  to 
take  when  he  got  to  ^gyvtj  and  the 
parties  with  whom  he  intended  to  oom- 
munioate  when  he  arrived  there.  If  he 
(Lord  Bandolph  Churchill)  recolleoted 
rightly,  Mr.  Blunt  had  two  interviews 
with  Mr.  Hamilton  some  time  before  he 
started,  and  unless  the  Prime  Minister 
contradicted  him,  he  should  decline  alto- 
gether to  believe  that  Mr.  Hamilton, 
who,  as  everybody  knen^  waa  one  of  thb 
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most  ezoellent  and  intelligent  Prirate 
Secretaries  any  Minister  ever  had  the 
good  fortune  to  possess,  did  not  commu- 
ntoate  to  the  l4ime  Minister  the  result 
of  those  interviews,  knowing  well,  for  a 
long  time,  what  great  interest  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  in  the  affairs 
of  Egypt.  Mr.  Blunt  alleged  that  he 
never  saw  the  Prime  Minister  himself. 
He  started  on  his  tour  in  the  month  of 
September,  and  at  that  time  the  Prime 
Minister  was  taking  that  little  yaohting 
Toyage  to  Oopenbagen,  which  all  re- 
membered. The  day  before  Mr.  Blunt 
left  for  E^pt,  he  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hamilton,  begging  him  to  call  upon 
him.  Therefore,  Mr.  Hamilton,  know- 
ing that  Mr.  Blunt  was  going  to  Egypt, 
eentforMr.  Blunt  to  call  and  see  him 
before  he  went.  Mr.  Blunt  proceeded 
to  Downing  Street,  where  he  found  Mr. 
Hamilton  installed  in  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister's apartment,  and  exercising,  no 
doubt,  more  or  lees  Ministeiial  autho- 
rity. Mr.  Hamilton  questioned  Mr. 
Blunt  very  closely  as  to  the  proceedings 
which  he  intended  to  take,  and  gave 
him  to  understand  that  he  would  be 
farourably  reoetred  in  Egypt  by  Sir 
ErelynBaxing.  Mr.  Hamilton  acquunted 
himself  with  the  whole  of  Mr.  Blunt's 
Xnoposals,  for  Mr.  Blunt  was  not  the 
man  to  keep  anything  back,  and  Mr. 
Blunt  then  took  a  farewell  of  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, and  departed  for  Egypt,  feeling  cer- 
tain that  Hamilton  must  have  com- 
municated all  that  had  passed  to  the 
Prime  Minister.  If  there  had  been  any- 
thing very  objectionable  in  the  course 
Mr.  Blunt  proposed  to  pursue,  he  felt 
certain  the  Prime  Minister,  either  then 
and  there,  or  immediately  afterwards,  the 
moment  he  heard  of  the  contemplated 
proceeding,  would  have  undeceiveil  Mr. 
Blunt  in  the  strongrat  possible  manuOT. 
But  nothing  of  the  kind  took  place,  and, 
from  that  day  until  the  day  Mr.  Blunt 
was  &rbidden  to  land  in  Egypt,  no  line, 
word,  or  oonmiunioation  of  any  sort 
reaebed  him.  Was  it  probable,  then, 
that  the  Prime  Minister  was  not  aware 
of  Hr.  Blnnt's  journey  to  Egypt,  or 
that  he  disapproTed  of  it?  Mr.  Blunt 
having  arrived  at  Gatro,  at  once  waited 
upon  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  and,  as  hon. 
Members  opposite  who  were  not  parti* 
cularly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  English 
offioiaJs  in  Egypt  might  imi^ne,  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  was  horrified  at  Mr. 
Blunt's  pretenoe  and  Mr.  Blunt's  pro- 


posals. He  did  not  sympathize  with 
them  at  all ;  he  put  his  foot  down  upon 
Mr.  Blunt  at  once,  and  declined  to  give 
him  any  assistance  of  any  shape  or  kind. 
So  much  was  this  the  case,  that  Sir 
Kvel^  Baring  actually  refused  to  get 
permission  for  Mr.  Blunt  to  visit  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  confined  in  prison  in 
Cairo,  not  upon  a^  dhaive,  but  simply 
upon  suspicion.  Mr.  Burnt  asked  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  to  procure  him  permis- 
sion to  vint  this  gentleman,  and  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  peremptorily  refused. 
There  was  hardly  a  country  in  the  world 
in  which  such  a  course  would  have  been 
taken  in  reference  to  a  prisoner  confined 
only  on  suspicion,  against  whom  no 
charge  had  been  brought.  In  any  other 
country  such  a  man  would  have  been 
allowed  to  see  his  friends ;  but  in  Egypt, 
under  the  wise  and  enlightened  Admi* 
nistration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
political  prisoners  dtd  not  possess  that 
advantage,  and  therefore  the  Bepresen- 
tative  of  the  British  Qovemment  re- 
fused permission  in  Egypt  for  Mr.  Blunt 
to  visit  a  friend  who  happened  to  be 
confined  in  prison.  Mr.  Blunt,  how- 
ever, saw  otbCT  friends  in  Cairo,  and 
aso^ained  that  there  was  no  danger 
whatever  at  that  moment  of  any  move- 
ment being  made  in  favour  of  the  Na- 
tional Party,  or  even  of  the  admission 
of  the  idea  that  there  was  a  National 
Party,  and,  least  of  all,  that  there  was 
any  feeling  in  favour  of  the  restoration 
of  Arabi  Pasha.  Having  ascertained 
that  through  his  friends,  and  without 
any  proceeding  which  partook  of  the 
nature  of  conspiracy,  Mr.  Blunt  left 
Egypt  for  India,  having  nothing  more 
to  do.  He  had  gone  to  Cairo  and  seen 
these  gentlemen.  His  journey  to  Cairo 
had  been  suggested  in  the  highest  offi- 
cial quarters.  He  had  done  nothing 
wrong.  He  had  asked  to  see  a  gentle- 
man who  was  in  prison.  He  had  been 
rudely  refused  permission,  and  he  then 
reverted  to  his  original  idea  of  proceed- 
ing to  India,  and  of  abandoning  Egyp- 
tian afilairs  altogether.  While  in  India, 
Mr.  Blunt  received  an  intimation  that 
he  would  not  be  allowed  to  land  in 
Egypt  on  his  return.  Now,  that  was 
very  hard  treatment  indeed,  whether 
the  person  subjected  to  it  was  an  Eng- 
lishman, a  Frenchman,  a  Oerman,  an 
Italian,  or  the  subject  of  any  other 
country.  Surely,  it  was  a  hard  measure 
of  justice  to  prevent  a  man  from  land-  - 
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ing  in  Egypt  against  whom  no  charge 
whatever  had  been  brought.  The  harao 
ship  and  injustice  of  it  became  far 
greater,  however,  when  they  consi- 
dered the  circumatances  under  which 
Mr.  Blunt  went  to  Egypt,  and  his 
conduct  while  there.  He  came  now 
to  the  conduct  of  Cherif  Pasha.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
had  informed  the  Oommittee  that  Cherif 
Fasha  had  acted  upon  his  own  motion. 
No  doubt,  the  noble  Lord  fully  believed 
that  that  was  so.  Very  likely  the  noble 
Lord  only  believed  the  information 
fumiehed  to  him  from  certain  sources 
in  Eg^pt;  but  he  (Lord  Bandolph 
OhunmiU)  took  leave  to  disbelieve  that 
statement  altogether,  and  to  repudiate  it 
as  utterly  worthless.  The  Government 
of  Oherif  Fasha  had  no  existence  except 
through  the  actionof  SirEvdyo  Baring, 
and  nothing  would  induce  him  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill)  to  believe  that 
Oherif  Fasha,  of  his  own  motion,  dared 
to  forbid  the  landing  of  a  British  sub- 
ject in  Egypt.  The  idea  was  too  ridi- 
culous to  be  stated  except  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  was  said  that  Cherif 
Fasha  took  this  course  of  his  own 
motion,  and  that  he  said  the  return  of 
Mr.  Blunt  to  Egypt  would  be  fatal  to 
the  Qovernment.  The  charges  made  by 
Cherif  Fasha  against  Mr.  Blunt  were 
extremely  amusing.  Among  other  things, 
he  said  that  Mr.  Blunt  employed  him' 
self  in  starting  a  newspaper,  the  in- 
tended object  of  which  was  to  create 
popularity  for  Arabi,  and  to  weaken  the 
authority  of  the  Ehedive.  That  was  the 
first  charge.  But  why  was  a  newspaper 
started  in  Cairo  to  create  popularity  for 
Arabi  to  be  prohibited,  wnile  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  scurrilous  journal  called 
Thf  Sosphore  Egyptim  was  allowed 
week  by  week  to  appear  in  Cairo  ?  The 
reason  was  that  Tk$  liotphore  £gj/ptien 
was  kept  up  in  the  interest  of  the  Freoch 
Consul  (M.  Barri^re),  and  was  directed 
to  oppose  the  best  English  interests. 
For  that  reason  Her  Majesty^'s  Govern- 
ment were  very  bold  in  deahng  with  a 
British  subject,  while  they  displayed 
the  utmost  timidity  where  Uie  interests 
of  a  Foreign  Power  were  concerned. 
At  all  events.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  adopted  a  very  different  policy 
in  regard  to  7%«  Bosphors  Egyptim 
from  that  which  they  had  adopted  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Blunt.  So  much  tor 
the  newspaper  question ;  but  he  thought 
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it  was  a  point  upon  which  the  noUe 
Lord  ought  to  give  an  explanation  to  the 
Oommitte^  to  show  why  there  waa  one 
measure  of  justice  for  a  Frenchman  and 
another  for  an  Englishman.  There  had 
been  some  talk  about  stopping  ITu 
Botpkore  Egyptien;  but  it  had,  never- 
theless, been  allowed  to  go  on.  Cherif 
Pasha  proceeded,  in  his  charges  against 
Mr.  Blunt,  to  say— 

*'  Yoa  are  further  Rwsre,  my  dear  Wi^i^^np 
of  the  ideas  he  tried  to  disaeminate  in  the  coun- 
try with  regard  to  the  foaadation  of  an  Arab 
Empire,  and  the  imbecility  of  the  present  syv- 
tem  of  government." 

It  would  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Blunt's 
great  crime  lay  in  the  last  sentence — the 
ideas  Mr.  Blunt  tried  to  disseminate  in 
regard  to  the  imbecility  of  the  present 
system  of  government,  and  Uiat  was  the 
reason  why  Mr.  Blunt  was  to  be  kept 
out  of  Egypt.  He  wanted  to  know  why 
Th»  jKmet  Correspondent  had  not  also 
been  turned  out,  because  ever  since  the 
Egyptian  troubles  begun  he  had  sounded 
one  trumpet  only — namely,  the  imbecility 
of  the  Government,  Native  and  British, 
unable  to  decide  which  was  the  most 
imbecile.  The  imbecility  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  only  the  talk  of  Uie 
Bazaar,  but  of  everybody  in  Egypt,  the 
burden  of  the  song  in  whioh  every 
foreigner,  high  and  low  and  rich,  and 
poor,  joined.  All  concurred  that  it  was 
impossible  to  produce  anything  exo^t 
in  the  shape  of  disunion.  Why  was  every- 
body allowed  to  talk  about  the  imbecili^ 
of  the  Government  of  Egypt,  while  Mr. 
Blunt,  who  went  out  in  ablameless  and 
harmless  capacity,  was  to  be  tjie  one 
exception  to  the  rule,  and  not  to  be 
aUowed  to  criticise  a  solitary  act  of  die 
Gh>vernment?  Mr.  Blunt,  a  British 
subject,  had  been  forbidden  by  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  to  land  in  Egypt,  because 
he  had  expressed  a  strong  opinion  as  to 
imbecility  of  the  Native  Government. 
Surely  this  was  a  nice  state  of  things, 
imder  a  Liberal  Briti^  Government  and 
a  Liberal  Prime  Minister.  Oherif  Pasha 
says— 

"  We  feel  oarselTes  all  the  more  jnatiOed  in 
acting  thuB  in  the  present  case,  becanae,  thanks 
to  the  calm  which  has  fallen  upon  all  minds, 
and  to  the  |>erfect  tranquillity  which  reigns 
thronffhout  uie  coontry.  His  Hi^meas  intends 
to  order  the  immediate  snppreraion  of  the  Spe- 
cial CommisrioDH  and  of  the  Ooort  Uartial  at 
Alexandria,  in  order  thos  to  antar  upon  an  an 
of  peace  and  conoOTd." 

Mr.  Blunt  was  kept  out  of  Bgypi  ia 
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order  that  he  might  not  interfere  with 
the  calm  which  had  fallen  npon  all 
minds,  and  the  perfect  tranquillity  wbioh 
reigned  throughout  the  country,  in 
order  that  an  era  of  peace  and  con- 
cord might  be  inaugurated.    That  was 
ia  the  month  of  October.   Three  months 
later,  Cberif  Pasha  and  all  his  tribe 
were  kicked  out  of  Egypt  by  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  in  order  to  preserve  the  tran- 
quillity wluch  reigned  throughout  the 
oountn',  and  the  era  of  peace  and  oon- 
oord  which  had  been  entered  into.  The 
Prime  Uinister,  to  use  hie  own  pictu- 
resque language,  said  that  he  had 
shattered  the  Native  Gkivernment.  But 
it  was  in  order  that  the  Native  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  shattered  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  prevented  from  landing  in 
Egypt.     So  much,   then,   for  Oherif 
Pasha.    He  now  came  to  Nubar  Pasha. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  made  a  great  point  of  the  action 
of  Nubar  Pasha.    Ho  said  that  not  only 
Oherif  Pasha,  bnt  Nubar  Pasha,  a  new 
man,  had  adopted  the  same  course  of 
action  in  regard  to  Mr.  Blunt.  But  why 
was  Nubar  Pasha  put  into  the  Govern- 
ment at  Cairo  ?   It  was  solely  because 
he  was  likely  to  be  a  passive  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring. 
Oherif  Pasha  had  at  times  displayed  a 
little  tendeni^  to  insuhordination  and  to 
independent  opinions.    Oherif  Pasha 
was  therefore  dismissed.   As  to  the 
statement  that  he  had  kept  Mr.  Blunt 
out  of  Egypt  of  his  own  motion,  there 
might  just  be  a  possible  scintilla  of  truth 
attached  to  it;  but  with  Nubar  Pasha 
there  was  no  possibility  of  that.  Nubar 
Pasha  only  excluded  Mr.  Bluat  from 
Egypt  in  response  to  the  demand  of  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring.  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  wrote 
to  Nubar  Pasha  to  know  if  he  shared 
the  views  in  regard  to  Mr.  Blunt  enter- 
tained   by   his    Predecessor.  Nubar 
Pasha  knew  what  the  views  of  Oherif 
Pasha  were ;  but  he  knew  also  how  he 
had  come  into  Office,  and  he  was  not 
likely  to  express  any  disagreement  with 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring.  Therefore,  he  wrote 
to  say  that  he  fully  concurred  in  the 
views  of  Oherif  Pasha.   He  wrote  to 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring— 

"IhaTfl  toinfonn  yon,  M.  le  Uinistn,  ihti 
the  Gorenunent  of  His  HighneBS  find  theoudTes 
obliged,  to  theii  great  regret,  to  adhere,  as  oon- 
oenu  Mr.  Bluat,  to  the  decision  formerly 
arrived  at  by  Uia  Ezoellonoy  Cherif  Pasha." 

As  to  the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord 

VOL.  CCXOI.     [tHIBX}  8ZBII8.1 


the  Under  Secretary  of  State  that  that 
made  the  case  worse  against  Mr.  Blunt, 
that  ar^ment  was  reul^  worth  nothing 
at  all.  The  only  complaint  was  that  Mr. 
Blunt  had  been  unfairly  and  unjustly 
excluded  from  Egypt.  He  had  already 
pointed  out  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Blunt's  case  to 
justify  his  exclusion,  and  that  if  there 
were  circumstances  about  Mr.  Blunt's 
visit  which  did  justify  it,  the  some  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  applied  to  hundreds  of 
other  persons  who  were  at  the  present 
moment  in  Oairo.  The  real  fact  was — 
and  it  was  the  explanation  of  the  whole 
matter — that  Mr.  Blunt  had  property  in 
Egypt  which  he  had  held  for  some  time, 
and  the  Egyptian  Government  had  taken 
advantage  of  his  absence  to  plunder  it. 
They  had  made  exorbitant  demands 
upon  him  for  Land  Tax  and  other 
matters,  amounting  to  £105,  hoping,  no 
doubt,  that  in  Mr.  Blunt's  absence  the 
matter  could  not  be  attended  to,  and 
that  they  would  be  enabled  to  retaliate 
upon  Mr.  Blunt  by  seizing  his  property. 
Fortunately,  Mr.  Blunt  had  a  friend  in 
Oairo  who  settled  the  demand.  But 
would  it  be  believed  that  owing  to  the 
action  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  Cherif 
Pasha,  and  Nubar  Pasha.  Mr.  Blunt 
was  not  only  unable  to  land  at  Suez,  but 
he  was  forbidden  to  see  his  agent  from 
Oairo  who  had  been  looking  after  his 
property.  He  was  forbidden  to  land  by 
the  British  Agent,  although  he  had  gone 
to  Oairo  originally,  under  the  sincere 
belief  that  he  was  acting  with  the  know- 
ledge and  approval  of  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister himself.  Mr.  Blunt  did  no  harm 
in  Oairo.  He  left  Cairo,  abandoning  all 
his  ideas,  and  on  bis  return,  thanks  to 
the  discourtesy  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  he 
was  forbidden  by  a  low  official — the 
lowest  official  who  could  be  possibly 
found  to  do  the  work — in  the  rudest 
manner,  to  land,  and  Mr.  Beaman,  his 
agent,  was  prevented  from  going  on 
board  the  vessel  to  communicate  with 
him.  In  Mr.  Blunt's  letter  to  Earl 
Granville,  he  positively  stated  that 
pressure  was  put  on  Mr.  Beaman  to  pre- 
vent his  meeting  Mr.  Blunt  on  board  the 
CMm, 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIOE: 
What  is  the  date? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHUBOHILL 
replied  that  Mr.  Blunt's  letter  was  dated 
May  the  Ist.  He  knew  that  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  stated  that,  as  fax  asjie  was 
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aware,  no  presaare  had  been  put  on  Mr. 
Beaman  to  prevent  his  meeting  Mr. 
Blunt  on  board  the  China ;  but  the  fact 
remained  that  Mr.  Beaman  was  pre- 
vented from  seeing  Mr.  Blunt,  and  as 
the  people  at  Cairo  only  acted  on  the 
authority  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  he 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  declined  to 
accept  the  disclaimer  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  It  was 
a  matter  which  ought  to  receive  the 
direct  attention  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  order  to  decide  whether  Her 
Majeat3r*s  subjects  had  a  right  to  go  to 
Egypt.  If  all  persona  who  were  distaste- 
f lu  to  the  Egyptian  Government  were  to 
be  excluded  from  that  country  he  did  not 
know  where  the  matter  would  end.  He 
knew  of  no  country  where  such  an  arbi- 
trary course  had  been  adopted  except 
Bussia.  [An  hon.  Member  :  And  Ire- 
land.^ He  did  not  know  that  it  was  the 
case  in  Ireland ;  but  Bussia  was,  he 
thought,  the  only  country  in  which  such 
a  thing  could  occur.  He  believed  there 
were  people  who  had  been  kicked  out  of 
Bussia;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  tJiia  course  waa  taken  in  Egypt 
in  an  era  of  peace  and  concord,  with 
perfect  tranquilli^  reigning  throughout 
the  country.  In  order  to  show  how  low 
and  miserable  a  thing  a  British  sub- 
ject was,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  treatment  accorded  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  to  Mr.  Wil- 
frid Blunt.  He  thought  that  Mr.  Blunt 
waa  entitled  to  ample  reparation  at 
the  hands  of  the  Egyptian  Government 
for  the  injury  whiuL  had  been  dons  to 
him. 

MB.I1ABOUCHE6E  said,  bethought 
that  the  facts  of  this  case  were  very  re- 
markable. Without  exaggerating  them, 
what  were  they?  Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt 
was  a  well-known  gentleman,  who  had 
taken  a  great  interest  in  Egyptian 
politics,  and  who  had  certain  views  of 
his  own  in  regard  to  them.  Mr.  Blunt 
had  always  stated  those  views  in  this 
country.  He  went  to  Ceylon  to  visit 
Arabi  and  other  ezileB,  and  he  was  then 
told  that  he  would  not  be  allowed  to 
return  to  Egypt.  That  decision  was 
taken,  not  by  the  desire  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring,  but  by  that  of  Cherif  Pasha, 
and  it  was  subsequently  confirmed  by 
that  of  Nubar  Pasha.  It  came,  there- 
fore, practically  to  this — if  they  examined 
the  charges  it  would  be  seen  that  no 
overt  act  waa  complained  of  on  the  pait 

Ln^d  Maniolph  OhurM 


of  Mr.  Blunt.   No  doubt,  spies  acceom- 

panied  him,  who  watched  him  during 
the  night,  and  told  absurd  stories  of  his 
having  been  seen  talking  to  certain 
people ;  but  if  hon.  Members  would  care- 
fully examine  the  despatches  they  would 
see  that  the  real  reason  why  Mr,  Blont 
waa  not  permitted  to  land  in  Egypt  again 
was  on  account  of  the  views  he  had  ex- 
pressed  in  his  writings  in  this  country  in 
regard  to  ECTption  policy.  What  did 
it  amount  to  ?  We  had  really  spent  a 
large  amount  of  money  for  the  benefit 
of  i^Tpt ;  and  we  bad,  therefore,  a  die- 
tinet  interest  in  the  good  govemment  of 
the  country.  If  a  FreDohman,  <Hr  a  Ger- 
man, or  an  Austrian  were  to  go  to 
^gypt)  was  it  pretended  for  a  moment 
that  the  Egyptian  Govemment  would 
have  ventured  to  prevent  him  from 
landing  in  consequence  of  an3rthing  he 
might  have  written  in  regard  to  Egypt 
in  his  own  country,  or  because  he  had 
been  to  Ceylon  and  had  visited  Arabi  ? 
Therefore,  it  came  to  this — that  from 
the  mere  fact  of  our  spending  money  io 
Egypt,  and  having  an  Army  there,  any 
Austrian,  Frenchman,  or  German  might 
land,  but  an  Englishman  could  not  land, 
unless  he  was  in  accord  with  the  Egyp- 
tian Govemment  as  to  the  way  in  which 
the  Govemment  should  be  carried  on  in 
that  country.  If  he  were  to  go  there 
during  the  Becess,  with  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid 
LawBon) — [An  hon.  Mbhbes  :  Go.] 
"  Go,"  said  the  hon.  Member ;  but  tbey 
could  not  go.  If  they  did,  they  vronld 
certainly  be  stopped  at  once.  There  was 
nothing  Mr.  Blunt  had  nid  whwh  he 
and  his  hon.  Friend  had  not  said,  and 
they  had  even  said  mudi  more.  But  if 
they  went  to  Egypt  it  would  only  be  to 
find  spies  put  upon  them  and  to  get  in 
difficulties  with  the  Government.  Thou- 
sands of  persons  in  this  country  enter- 
tained the  same  views  as  Mr.  Blunt. 
There  was  one  thing  he  should  like  to 
know  definitely.  It  was  no  use  talking 
about  the  authority  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment. It  was  the  authority  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  Nothing  could 
be  done  without  our  authority ;  and  lie 
wished  to  know  if  it  had  come  to  this 
pass  in  Egypt — that  every  Englishman 
was  to  be  stopped  from  landiug  whose 
views  did  not  tally  with  those  of  some 
Nubar  or  Oherif  or  other  Pasha,  who 
was  the  dummy,  for  iha  time  b«ng,  of 
the  T^g^iTh  Oovemmoit  ? 
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Me.  IflTCHEIiL  HENBT  said,  he 
had  asked  himself,  while  listening  to 
the  debate,  whether  some  hon.  Members 
who  had  spoken  regarded  with  proper 
weight  the  condition  of  things  in  Kgypt, 
and  had  any  real  desire  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  that  country?    If  the 
House  of  Commons  was  to  be  deluded 
by  the   speeches  to  which  they  had 
just  listened  they  would  imagine  that 
Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt,  as  an  Englishman, 
was  one  of  the  most  harmless  persons 
possible.    Whatever  the  views  of  Mr. 
Blunt  might  be — and  to  some  extent 
he  had  always  shared  them — [_Criet  of 
"  Oh!"^  Yes;  he  had  certainly  shared 
the  desire  of  Mr.  Blunt  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  th.e  Native   cause  in 
Egypt;  but  he  had  never  been  able' to 
associate  himself  with  the  means  Mr. 
Blunt  had  adopted  in  carrying  them 
out.  [An  hon.  Meubeb  :  What  means  ?] 
If  hoo.  Gentlemen  would  allow  him  to 
proceed  he  would  endeavour  to  make 
his  statement  as  short  and  as  succinct  as 
he  could.    Mr.  Blunt's  great  offence 
was  this — that  his  policy  had  not  suc- 
ceeded, and  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  determined  not  to  adopt 
it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  decided 
to    maintain    the    authority    of  the 
present  Ehedive,  and  to  assist  him 
in  ful61Iing  his  duties  towards  Egypt. 
The  Ehedive  had  shown  courage  that 
would  have  been  remarkable  in  any 
man,  but  which  was  peculiar  in  an 
Egyptian.    He  was  accused  by  Mr. 
Blunt  of  many  shocking  crimes — crimes 
which  would  have  disgraced  a  common 
malefactor.   It  was       Blunt  who  in- 
stigated the  noble  Lord  the  Memher  for 
Woodstock  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill) 
in  bringing  forward  charges  against 
the  Khedive  in  that  House,  which  he 
had  utterly  failed  to  prove.    \_Cri$a  of 
"  No ! "  j  He  appealed  to  the  conscience 
of  the  nation  and  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  who  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  noble  Lord's 
statements  were  reckless  and  without 
foundation.  Well,  the  noble  Lord,  hav- 
ing been  instigated  by  Mr.  Blunt  to 
make  those  statements,  now  came  for- 
ward in  the  House  of  Commons  and 
spoke  of  Mr.  Blunt  as  though  he  were  a 
person  who  could  do  no  mischief,  and 
who  desired  to  do  no  mischief  in  Egypt. 
Mr.  Blunt's  presence  in  Egypt  at  a  mo- 
ment when  he  was  returning  from  a  vint 
to  Arab!  Fosha  in  Oeylon  could  do  no- 


thing but  injury  to  the  cause  of  order  in 
Egypt.  The  Egyptians  could  never  be 
relieved  from  oppression  by  putting  them 
in  opposition  to  the  governing  power 
of  the  country.  No  doubt,  they  had 
been  oppressed ;  but  they  would  not 
continue  to  be  oppressed  as  soon  as 
there  was  a  capable  Government  estab- 
lished in  the  coimtry.  \Tronieal  flA«#r«.] 
Surely  the  efforts  of  the  present  Qt)vern- 
ment  were  directed  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  good  order  and  freedom  in 
the  country.  It  was  all  very  well  for 
hon.  Members,  some  of  whom  had  never 
visited  Egypt,  to  make  a  jest  of  this 
statement;  but  nations  like  Egypt ^were 
not  to  be  compelled  into  free£>m  all  at 
once.  Even  some  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  at  a  oritioal  moment, 
did  not  always  know  how  to  act 
with  complete  prM>riety.  He  could 
only  trust  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  interrupt  everybody, 
whoever  he  might  be,  who  endeavoured 
to  disseminate  opinions  which  they  re- 
garded as  inimical  to  the  good  govern- 
ment of  Egypt ;  and  he  hoped  that  fur- 
ther experience  w&uld  teach  even  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons  that 
well-regulated  liberty  depended  on  the 
observance  of  good  temper.  He  trusted 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  in 
Egypt,  having  at  heart  the  good  of  the 
Egyptian  people  as  well  as  any  hon. 
Member  of  that  House,  the  Home  Go- 
vernment would  assist  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment in  keeping  out  of  the  country, 
at  the  present  moment,  all  those  who 
wished  to  depose  the  Ehedive.  fCriM 
c/"  Oh!"] 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'EENNA  said,  he 
did  not  think  the  circumstance  whether 
Gherif  Fasha  or  Nubar  Fasba  was  the 
real  agent  in  the  matter  was  a  feature 
which  called  for  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  The  responsibility  would  have 
been  the  same,  and  the  course  pursued 
would  have  been  quite  as  justifiable,  if 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring  himself,  as  the  chief 
power  ia  Egypt,  had,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  himself,  pronounced  that  Mr. 
Blunt  WAS  a  dangerous  British  subject, 
who  had  once  been  admitted  into  Egypt, 
but  who  ought  to  be  excluded  in  future. 
For  the  very  reason  that  English  in- 
terests were  paramount  and  must  be 
.  regarded.  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  might, 
under  certain  circumstances,  have  been 
justified  in  excluding  him.  At  the  same 
timOf  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
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a  ^irare  indignitr  had  been  inflicted  upon 
this  country  and  its  interoBts  in  exclud- 
ing an  Englishman  in  the  position  of 
Mr.  Blunt  h-om  Egypt  at  the  mere  bid- 
ding of  Cherif  Pasha  or  Nubar  Pasha, 
when  Buch  a  course  would  never  have 
been  dreamt  of  in  the  case  of  any  per- 
son entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
French  or  German  Goyemment.  He 
could  not  undertake  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  whether  Mr.  Blunt  ought  to  be 
excluded  from  Egypt.  If  he  were  a  bad 
subject ;  if  he  were  engaged  in  fostering 
rebellion ;  if  he  were  acting  contrary  to 
the  policy  of  the  nation  which  was  pro- 
tectiD^  £^7pt,  he  admitted  that  under 
such  emnunstancee  it  would  be  justifiable 
to  exclude  Mr.  Blunt,  but  not  upon  the 
fiction  of  putting  forward  creatures  such 
as  Cherif  Pasha  and  Nubar  Fasiha  must 
be  conceded  to  be  to  bear  the  responsi- 
bility. He  hdd  it  to  be  a  serious  matter, 
and  contrary  not  only  to  British  but  to 
Inteniationu  Law,  that  any  nation,  with- 
out assigning  a  good  and  proper  cause, 
should  endeavour  to  prevent  a  British 
subject  passing  along  the  high  road  of  the 
world  from  calling  atanyparticularplaoe. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  After  the  re- 
ference which  has  been  made  to  me  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  "Wood- 
■took  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill),  I  feel 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  say  a  few  words. 
The  noble  Lord  appears  to  have  been 
led  into  some  error.  He  thinks  that 
Mr.  Blunt  ought  not  to  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  Egypt,  and  he  further 
thinks  it  a  peculiar  hardship  that  Mr. 
Blunt  should  have  been  excluded  from 
"Eifgj^i  considering  the  oireumstances 
nndor  which  he  went  there,  those  ciroum- 
Btanees,  according  to  the  noble  Lord, 
beinff  that  the  journey  was  suggested 
by  Mr.  Enowles,  who  is  a  genueman 
well  known  to  me,  who  possesses  my 
confidence,  and,  therefore,  that  the  visit 
of  Mr.  Blunt  to  Egypt  had  my  approval. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  said  that  it  raised  a  presumption. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  The  noble  Lord 
now  says  that  the  circumstances  raised 
that  presumption.  The  noble  Lord  con- 
nects my  name  with  that  of  Mr.  Knowles, 
and  says  that  Mr.  Knowles  led  Mr. 
Blunt  to  believe  that  the  journey  which 
he  recommended  would  command  my 
approval.  Now,  so  far  as  Mr.  Knowles 
is  concerned,  I  have  had  some  pleasant 
interoourae  with  him,  and  I  hope,  under 
ItTOniable  oinmmBtanoes,  to  hare  some 
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more.   I  am  not  at  all  ashamed  of  the 

association  with  Mr.  Knowles  in  which 
the  noble  Lord  places  me ;  but  any  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Knowles  is  idle  without 
mentioning  the  fact  that  he  is  editor  of 
TheNirutemth  Century,  andheisno  doubt 
wise,  being  editor  of  7%$  Ninststntk  Cen- 
tury, to  make  the  most  of  that  position. 
Indeed,  he  is  the  editor  of  it  from  the 
crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot 
In  every  day,  and  in  every  hour  of  his 
life,  whenever  you  find  that  Mr.  Knowles 
has  had  an  interview  with — be  it  Mr. 
Blunt  or  anybody  else — you  may  rely 
upon  it  that  the  upshot  and  aim  of  that 
interview  are  wholly  TVis  Nin$Uinth  Cen- 
tury. I  may  tell  the  noble  Lord  a  little 
more.  If  Mr.  Blunt  had  gone  to  i^prpt 
and  had  satisfaotorily  executed  his  pur- 
pose, and  returned  to  this  country,  Hr. 
Knowles  would  have  eone  to  him  and 
said  that  nothing*  could  oe  more  interest- 
ing than  an  article  byMr.  Blunt  in  Tht 
Stnetemth  Century,  lliat  is  the  full  ex- 
planation of  the  course  taken  by  Mr. 
Knowles.  At  one  time  I  used  to  see  a 
great  deal  of  Mr.  Knowles ;  but  since  I 
came  into  Offioe  m^  opportunities  have 
been  very  limited  indeed,  and  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  exchanged  any  opinions 
on  Egypt  with  Mr.  Knowles,  except, 
perhaps,  a  few  words  of  the  very  slight- 
est importance.  I  now  turn  to  a  more 
personal  matter.  As  regards  JUt. 
Hamilton,  the  question  is  rather  more 
serious,  for  Mr.  Hamilton  is  not  the 
editor  of  a  magaane,  and  he  has  no 
purely  literary  purpose  in  view.  I  am 
very  glad  that  the  noble  Lord,  in  re< 
ferriug  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  did  Justice  to 
his  character  as  a  Private  Secretary, 
and  to  his  claims,  which  cannot  be  too 
highly  estimated,  upon  my  gratitude  for 
the  services  he  has  rendered  to  me.  It 
is  merely  a  question  of  memory  between 
Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Blunt ;  and  al- 
though we  may  presume  that  both  gen- 
tlemen are  incapable  of  the  slightest 
wilful  misrepresentation,  there  is  a  fun- 
damental difference  in  the  account  they 
give.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  little  me- 
morandum which  Mr.  Hamilton  wrote 
for  me  on  this  subject  a  couple  of  months 
ago  ;  but  I  never  read  it  until  within  the 
last  few  weeks,  when  I  learned  that  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Blunt  had  been 
friends.  I  will  not  say  that  they  are  not 
personal  friends  now,  but  they  had  been 
personal  friends;  and  Mr.  Hamilton, 
conitidering  the  part  Ifr.Blant  had  taken 
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in  Egypt,  disoontinued,  not  in  an  un- 
friendly, butin  aconTentionolmanaer.bis 
intercourse  with  Mr.  Bluut  when  the 
difficulties  in  connection  with  that  coun- 
try  arose.    He  writes  as  follows  — 

"  I  heard  tb&t  ii«  was  going  abroad,  and  as  I 
had  purposely  avoided  seeing  anything  of  him 
for  a  year  I  felt  some  reproach  to  myself  that 
he  shouldgo  away^agatn  without  my 'saying  good 
bye  to  him,  and  I  therefore  wrote  to  say  t^t  I 
shoald  like  to  shake  Mna  by  the  hand  before  he 
left  England." 

Therefore,  according  to  Mr.  Hamilton, 
this  interview  was  simply  an  act  of 
firiendly  courtesy  and  a  kindof  reparation 
for  the  absence  of  an  intercourse  which 
had  been  more  frequent,  and  the  entire 
suspensioQ  uf  which  might  appear  to  be 
an  unkind  act.  He  says  that  he  never 
heard  of  the  story  about  the  intended 
Tisit  of  Mr.  Blunt  to  Arabi  until  Mr. 
Knowles  mentioned  it.  Mr.  Hamilton 
then  goes  on  to  deal  with  the  story  that 
he  discussed  the  projects  of  Mr.  Blunt 
with  regard  to  Arabi.  He  aays  that  he 
does  not  believe  they  were  ever  made 
known  to  him  until  two  or  tiiree  days 
hefore  lus  memorandum  was  written. 
He  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  inter- 
-view  to  which  the  noble  Lord  has  re- 
ferred. He  observes  that  Mr.  Blunt 
freely  admits  that  he  was  deceived  about 
me,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  says — ■ 

"  My  own  distinct  recollection  is  that  our 
short  parting  conreraation  was  limited  to  friendly 
oonventioniuities.  This  accords  with  the  line  I 
have  invariably  pntmied  with  regard  to  him 
ever  ainoe  the  Egyptian  War — namely,  that  the 
vexed  question  of  Egypt  was  to  be  avoided  be- 
tween OS,  especially  as  our  previous  communi- 
cations  had  been  liable  to  be  misunderBtood." 

The  noble  Lord  will,  therefore,  see  that 
Mr.  Hamilton's  recoUeotion  of  tiie  nature 
of  hia  oommnnications  wi^  Mr.  Blunt  is 
utterly  at  variance  with  that  of  Mr. 
Blunt.  I  now  come  to  the  suggestion 
that  Mr.  Hamilton  made  an  important 
communication  to  me.  Mr.  Hamilton's 
recollection  and  my  own  are  that  he 
never  made  any  communication  to  me 
whatever  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Blunt*s 
visit  to  Egypt.  So  much  for  that  vexed 
questton.  With  regard  to  the  subject 
in  dispute,  there  are  two  matters  at 
issue.  One  is  whether  Mr.  Blunt  should 
have  been  admitted  into  Egypt,  and  the 
other  is,  who  is  responsible  for  his  ex- 
clusion ?  In  my  opinion,  although  I  am 
extremely  aony  that  any  restriution 
ahould  be  placed  upon  the  free  move- 
ment of  any  of  my  fellow-ooontr^meD, 


it  was  perfectly  justifiable  to  ezoluda 
Mr.  Blunt  from  Egypt  under  the  droum- 
fltances  of  the  case.  I  have  no  charge 
to  make  against  Mr.  Blunt;  but  I  fuUy 
agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  County  of  Galway  (Mr.  Mitohell 
Henry),  when  he  says  that  he  shares 
Mr.  Blunt*s  views  to  a  certain  extent, 
inasmuch  as  he  heartily  desires  the 
maintenance  of  natiouGJ  feelings  in 
Egypt,  and  has  always  been  disposed  to 
do  the  best  in  his  power  to  assist  them. 
But  Mr.  Blunt  had  relations  with  Arabi, 
and  assumed  to  be  cognizant  of  Arabi's 
movements,  which  undoubtedly  made  it 
inexpedient,  on  public  grounds,  until 
Egypt  was  f^^ain  restored  to  its  normal 
condition,  that  he  should  visit  E^ypt 
again.  Therefore,  while  fully_  agreeing, 
much  as  I  regret  the  necessity,  in  {he 
reasonableness  of  Mr.  Blunt's  exolnnon, 
I  have  no  motive  whatever  for  easting 
the  responsibility  upon  the  Egyptian 
Government;  and  I  am  disposetTto  say 
that  we  accept  the  responsibility  of  this 
exclusion,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  as  much  as  if  our 
responsibility  was  direct  and  immediate. 
That,  I  think,  is  quite  clearly  under- 
stood; not  that  I  have  any  charge  to 
make  against  Mr.  Blunt,  but  because  we 
are  bound  to  have  regard  to  the  nation- 
ality of  Egypt,  and  to  the  restoration  of 
the  authority  of  the  Khedive.  Having 
said  this  much,  I  must  now  say  a  flew 
words  with  respect  to  the  tone  which  has 
been  adopted  in  this  debate  in  reference 
to  the  ^eyptian  Government,  When 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Galway 
(Mr.  Wtchell  Henry)  sjiKoke  of  the  Oo- 
vwnment  of  Egypt  as  in  any  sense  a 
reality,  he  was  met  with  soofiis  andjeert 
by  the  noUe  Lord  the  Member  for  Wood- 
stock (Lord  Bandolf^  Churchill)  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett). 

Me.  ASHMEAD  -  BAETLETT  :  I 
neither  scoffed  nor  jeered. 

LoBD  EANDOlJPH  CHTTEOHILL: 
The  jeers  came  &om  the  other  side. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  The  noble  Lord 
really  moves  with  such  rapidity  that  at 
my  period  of  life  I  am  unable  to  follow 
him.  Those  jeers  were  in  perfect  con- 
formity with  the  views  which  I  know 
prevail  in  certain  parts  of  this  House, 
and  they  excited  no  surprise  whatever 
on  my  part.  Those  jeers  are  perfeotiy 
natural  when  they  coma  from  hon.  Mem- 
bers  opposite,  wid  they  ranbraoe  a  deaixe 
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to  pTore  fhe  utter  nullity  of  any  autho- 
ri^  now  ezercised  by  tiie  ECTptian  Go- 
Temment,  with  a  Tiew  to  the  putting 
forward  of  that  whii'Ii  they  really  desire 
—namely,  the  establishment  of  British 
dominion  in  Egypt.  That  is  perfectly 
intelligible,  and  I  quite  understand  all 
those  jeers.  I  fully  accept  them,  coming 
from  that  quarter.  They  are  impartial 
in  their  nature.  There  is  a  motive 
power  in  them  which  is  aimed  at  the 
realization  of  certain  views.  But  the 
noble  Lord  just  now  observed,  and  ob- 
served with  perfect  truth,  that  the  jeers 
were  not  confined  to  that  side  of  the 
House.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  liabouchere)  joined  in  those 
jeers ;  and  I  wish  to  say  a  serious  word 
to  my  hon.  Friends.  Do  they  wish  to 
realize  the  prospect  of  the  establishment 
of  British  dominion  in  Egypt  ?  [Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson  :  No.]  They  do  not. 
Then  I  will  only  tell  them  that  the  words 
they  use,  and  the  jeers  they  make  use 
of,  apply  with  all  the  force  they  possess 
towards  the  establishment  of  that  state 
of  things.  I  have  ventured  to  express 
that  opinion  before  to  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson).  And  having  some  means  of 
forming  a  judgment,  I  tell  him  now, 
fe>m  this  Bench,  that  those  who  desire 
the  establishment  of  British  dominion  in 
Egypt  have  no  more  effective  ally  than 
hon.  Members  who  scoff  and  jeer  the 
statement  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Galway  (Mr.  Mitchell  Henr^). 
when  be  says  that  he  desires  the  main- 
tenance of  the  authority  of  the  Egyptian 
Government,  and  to  see  it  converted  into 
a  reality.  It  is  known  to  the  House, 
and  I  freely  admit  that  the  position  of 
England  in  Egypt  at  this  moment,  and 
the  heavy  responsibilities  with  which 
die  is  charged,  have  required,  in  our 
view,  that  we  should  assert  a  title  to  in- 
terpose in  matters  connected  with  the 
government  of  Egypt  where  we  consider 
it  absolutely  necessary  in  the  circum- 
Btances  in  which  we  stand.  But  that  is 
not  the  annihilation  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment. I  admit  it  freely,  that  if  we 
were  acting  in  a  spirit  of  disparagement 
towards  the  Egyptian  Government,  and 
that  if  our  object  was  to  undermine  their 
credit  and  dignity,  it  would  be  in  our 
[lower  to  do  so.  But  what  we  seek  is  to 
limit  our  power  .of  interference ;  fud, 

J&.  QUdtiont 


therefore,  I  own,  it  is  a  matter  of  grief 
and  astonishmNit  to  me,  whatever  may 
be  the  indioattons  which  come  from  other 
quarters  of  the  House,  to  hear  from 
Gentlemen  like  my  hon.  Friends  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere),  who  profess 
— and  I  must  believe  in  the  sincerity  of 
their  professions,  notwithstanding  ap- 
pearances and  the  danger  of  what  they 
say  and  do  in  this  House — to  entertain 
a  desire  that  the  practical  domination  of 
England  shall  not  become  permanent  in 
Egypt  —  it  is  a  matter  of  grief  and 
astooiehment  to  me  to  hear  the  jeers 
with  which  they  greeted  the  remarks  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Galway 
(Mr.  Mitchell  Henry).  I  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  this,  because  it  is 
with  us  a  sacred  duty  to  respect,  as  far 
as.  the  necessities  of  our  position  will 
permit,  the  independence  and  dignity  of 
the  Khedive.  I  admit  that  it  is  a  quali- 
Sed  independence,  and  that  every  oppor- 
tunity is  taken  for  disparaging  that  in* 
dependence ;  but,  still,  I  affirm  that  our 
sole  purpose  is  to  maintain  that  inde- 
pendence and  dignity  as  far  as  it  is  in 
our  power  to  permit  of  their  being  main- 
tained. And  I  must  say  that  we  are 
entitled  to  look  for  assistance,  and  not 
discouragement,  in  the  prosecution  of 
that  object,  from  my  hon.  Friends  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere),  and  those 
who  think  with  them  on  this  and  other 
matters,  who  have  at  all  times  professed 
a  warm  desire,  under  the  circnmstanoes 
which  have  heretofore  existed,  to  limit 
the  scope  of  English  intervention,  and 
to  shorten  its  duration.  I  may  assure 
them  that  they  can  only  accomplish  that 
purpose  by  endeavouring  to  cherish  and 
foster  some^og  like  liberty  of  action 
on  the  part  of  me  Khedive,  and  I  con- 
fess that  I  should  have  expected  support 
and  encouragement  in  that  work  from 
that  quarter  "of  the  House,  rather  than 

derision  and  jeers.   

Loan  RANDOLPH  ;CHtrRCHILL : 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  few 
words  by  way  of  explanation.  I  stated, 
in  the  first  instance,  that  I  did  not  put 
forward  the  statements  of  Mr.  Blunt  as 
my  own.  I  never  have  done  so.  I  said 
that  I  was  here  to  state  Mr.  Blunt's  case 
as  well  as  I  could ;  but  I  never  intended 
to  put  it  forward  as  my  own.  But  thero 
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appeared  to  me  to  be  nothinfi;  at  all  im< 
probable  in  the  idea  that  Ur.  Blunt's 
case  was  correct  as  it  had  been  given  to 
me,  because  everybody  knows  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  Prime  Minister  are  in 
ittTOur  of  freedom  of  nationality  ;  and  it 
occurred  to  me  that  as  Mr.  Blunt  went 
out  to  Egypt  at  a  vory  difficult  moment 
indeed,  it  was  not  improbable  that  the 
Prime  Minister,  acting  as  another  great 
man  once  acted  before — Louis  XV. — 
was  really  bent  upon  carrying  on  a  little 
diplomacy  on  his  own  account,  unknown 
to  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  or  Earl  Granville. 
I  was  certain  that  his  opinions  were  on 
the  side  of  the  National  Party,  and  I 
thought  I  might  support  them  by  trying 
to  t^e  a  step  in  uie  same  direction. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  rebuked 
zne  for  having  laughed  at  the  idea  of 
the  existence  of  Native  government  in 
£^pt.  He  said  that  it  was  only 
natural  that  I  should  receive  sueh.  an 
idea  with  jeers.  If  Uie  right  hon. 
Oenileman  wiUf(n^Teme,  the  je«8  came 
from  his  own  side  of  the  House. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  beg  the  neble 
Xiord's  pardon.  I  said  it  would  be 
natural  that  jeers  should  come  from  cer- 
tain quarters  of  the  House ;  but  I  think 
I  admitted  that  they  oame  from  this  side 
also. 

LonD  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Personally,  I  have  never  said  a  word  in 
favour  of  the  annexation  of  Egypt,  and 
if  I  have  lately  advocated  the  extension 
of  British  power  in  Egypt,  it  was 
Isecause  I  thought  that  it  was  only  by 
such  means  that  a  real  National  Govern- 
ment oould  ever  be  established.  I  think 
that  annexation  is  to  be  avoided  by 
every  possible  means,  and  I  have  always 
hesitated  to  recommend  it ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty 
to  plaee  Uie  interests  of  the  Egyptian 
people  tax  and  bc^nd  those  of  the 
t^ptian  GoTenuuent.  These  have 
been  my  views  ever  since  the  Egyptian 
difficulty  began.  The  Prime  Minister, 
I  noticed,  did  not  defend  the  exclusion 
of  Mr.  Blunt  from  Egypt,  the  special 
feature  of  that  exdusioa  being  the 
difference  of  treatment  meted  out  to  Mr. 
Blunt  to  that  meted  out  to  French 
officials,  or  the  subjects  of  any  other 
nation. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON:  As  every- 
thing that  is  said  by  an  Englishman  in 
reference  to  Egypt  is  liable  to  be  misin- 
terpreted, I  Wftnt  to  make  ope  matter 


quite  clear.  It  is  only  a  small  point. 
What  I  said  in  regard  to  the  ohai|^ 
against  Mr.  Blunt,  of  having  intorvievB 
with  the'rebels,  which  were  pndonged 
far  into  the  night,  was  that  the  only 
time  he  was  up  late  at  night  was  an 
occasion  when  he  was  dining  with  the 
attachit  of  the  British  Entbassy  at  a 
table  d'Mtf.  Upon  another  point  the 
charges  brought  against  Arabi  are  cer- 
tainly  not  true.  He  has  been  ohai^^ 
in  this  House  of  having  been  guilty  of 
the  massacres  at  Alexandria ;  but  when 
an  inquiry  was  made  the  Government 
officials  wrote  home  to  say  that  a  very 
good  case  for  defence  might  be  made 
out.  But  now,  when  the  Government  of 
Egypt  is  attacked,  no  inquiry  into  the 
charges  made  against  the  !£hedive  dare 
be  made.  I  must  say  that  I  regret  the 
course  taken  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill),  in  bringing  up  the  communi- 
cations of  Mr.  Blunt  with  Mr.  Hamilton, 
because  I  do  not  think  thejr  have  any 
bearing  upon  the  real  question  at  all. 
What  I  wish  to  say  is  this — that  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
has  put  the  question  upon  a  very  serious 
footing.  He  said  distinctly  that  Mr. 
Blunt,  having  been  opposed  to  the 
Government  of  Egypt,  and  having  been 
a  friend  of  Arabi,  and  having  expressed 
strong  opinions,  must  take  the  conse- 
quence of  those  opinions.  The  Prime 
Minister  appears  to  take  the  same  line, 
because  he  has  endorsed  the  opinions  of 
my  hon.  Friend  near  me,  the  despot 
from  Galway  (Mr.  Mitchell  Henry),  who 
says  boldly  and  plainly  that  we  ought 
to  trample  out  everything  that  is  antago- 
nistic to  the  Government  of  E^pt. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENBY:  I  did 
not  say  anything  of  the  kind. 

SiE  WiLFEID  LAWSON:  Well, 
then,  what  was  it  that  my  hon.  Friend 
did  say? 

Mb.  MTTOHELL  HENRY :  Wh&i  I 
said  was,  that  in  the  intoreet  of  those 
who  were  charged  with  the  GK>Temment 
of  Egypt,  I  desired  to  keep  out  a  man 
whose  policy  had  utterly  failed,  and 
whose  return  would  simply  lead  to. 
further  difficulties  and  complications. 
For  that  reason,  I  objected  to  the  re- 
opening by  Mr.  Blunt  oi  questions  that 
have  been  settled. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON :  Exacfly 
so ;  keep  all  the  opposition  out.  Any- 
body who  happens  to  hold  an  opinioik 
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vfaioh  is  opposed  to  that  of  the  reigning 
Ch>Temment  is  to  be  kept  out. 

Ma.  MITCHELL  HENRY :  No. 

Sib  WILFBID  LAWSON  :  Well,  it 
ftmonnts  to  that,  and  I  am  surprised  to 
find  hon.  (Gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
Treasozy  Bench  quarrelling  with  me 
for  contesting  the  Tiews  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Galway  (Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry)  on  that  matter.  In 
bygone  times  we  used  to  hear  something 
of  the  Civit  Romamtu  $um  doctrine.  We 
hear  very  little  about  it  now.  What 
has  become  of  it  ?  I  have  been  very 
much  abused  for  the  opinions  I  presume 
to  entertain  ;  but  I  think  there  is  enough 
of  the  Civi»  Romanua  about  me  to  oon- 
Tince  me  that  I  should  not  be  allowed  to 
land  in  Egypt  as  long  as  I  presume  to 
hold  opinions  contrary  to  those  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Hecretary  of  State 
and  the  Prime  Minister.  I  am  sorry 
tiiat  I  shall  feel  compelled  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  on  this  matter. 
What  I  want  to  know  is,  whether  people 
are  to  be  exoladed  from  any  country  in 
which  we  possess  influence,  and  by  our 
own  act,  simply  because  they  hold 
opinions  contrary  to  those  of  the  reign- 
ing OoTOToment?  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  endorse  that  view  it  may  become  a 
Tery  serious  matter,  and  that  everyone 
who  dares  to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  a 
poor,  suffering,  down-trodden,  and  op- 
pressed people  may  find  himself  perse- 
cnted  in  consequence.  Yat  these  reasons 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Vote  be  reduced 
by  the  sum  of  £100. 

Me.  O'DONNELL  rose  to  Order.  He 
had  given  Notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
the  omission  of  an  item  of  £7,000  ;  and 
he  wished  to  know  how  the  proposal  of 
tJie  hon.  Baronet  would  affect  that 
Motion  ?  He  was  sure  the  hon.  Baronet 
bad  no  desire  to  shut  out  any  subsequent 
discussion ;  and  the  point  of  Order  he 
(Mr.  O'Donnell)  wished  to  raise  was 
that  the  hon.  Member  mi^t  be  propos- 
ing a  Motion  which  would  interfere  with 
the  farther  discossion  of  the  Vote  upon 
inumrtant  and  subetantive  matters.  He 
(Mjr.  O'Donndl)  had  himself  given 
Kotira  of  his  intention  to  move  the 
omission  of  a  certain  item  in  the  Vote ; 
bat  the  hon.  Baronet  now  proposed 
to  reduce  it  by  a  mnch  less  sum ;  and 
he  wished  to  ascertain  whether,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  would  have  prece- 
dence? 

8ir  WH/Hd  Lmtw 


The  CHAIRMAN:  What  ia  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Baronet  ? 

8i»  WILFRID  LAWSON:  What  I 
intended  to  propose  was  the  reduction 
of  the  Tote  by  the  sum  of  £100 ;  bat  it 
was  simply  with  the  object  of  taking  a 
Diviuon.  If  in  consequence  of  £at 
Motion  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  pre- 
cluded from  taking  a  Division  upon  any 
more  important  question,  I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  stand  in  his  way,  and  I 
^ill  withdraw  my  Motion. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENRY:  I  think 
I  am  entitled  to  ask  my  hon.  Friend 
why  he  proposes  this  particular  reduc- 
tion, or  whether  his  real  reason  in 
abandoning  it  is  that  he  thinks  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  would  not 
back  him  up  ? 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON :  I  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  back  me  up. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  The  QueaiioB 
is — 

'*That  s  sam,  not  exceeding  £157,976, 
clading  n  Supplemflntary  Bum  at  £35,000),  1m 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  aum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  eni^Dg 
on  the  3 let  day  of  March  1S85,  for  the  Ex- 
psnaei  of  Her  Hiyesty'a  FmbawieB  and-Ks- 
siona  Ateoad.*' 

Mb.  O'DONNELL :  I  should  like  to 
know,  Sir  Arthur  Otway,  what  your 
ruling  is  on  the  point  of  Older  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  have  no  mUng 
to  give.  I  understand  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  has  withdrawn  his  Motion. 

Mr.  bourse  :  There  is  one  ques- 
tion of  ^ireat  importance  which  I  desire 
to  mention — namely,  the  legal  aspect  of 
the  question  in  regard  to  the  right  of 
excluding  a  subject  of  Her  Majosly 
Jrom  the  dominions  of  a  friendly  Power. 
Some  of  the  Great  Powers  Jiare  always 
asserted  diplomatically  their  right  to 
exclude  partioular  individnslB  evsn  when 
the  exfuusion  has  been  applied  to  a 
British  subject.  It  is  quite  dear,  how- 
ever, that  this  very  point  did  arise  in 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring's  mind,  because  he 
aaye,  on  the  13th  of  October,  that  he 
is — 

"  Doul>tfal  both  as  to  the  preose  powers  pos- 
seased  hy  the  E^yn^ao  Govammont  to  prevent 
him  (Mr.  Wilfnd  Blunt}  landing,  and  as  to  the 
modua  optfandi  which  shonld  be  adopted  in  the 
event  of  your  Lordship  agreeing  with  me  that 
he  should  not  be  allowed  to  land.  Can  tiie 
Egyptian  GKjTemment,  acting  V^amA  Ua  own 
offiOOTs,  prerant  an  EngUah  sabjoct  Irom  land- 
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ing  in  Egypt,  or  mast  they  act  ilmnigh  the 
Consular  authoridea  ?  " 

Nabar  Pasha  Beenw  to  hare  declined  to 
expresB  an  opinion,  probably  because  he 
felt  a  doubt  aa  to  his  legal  position ;  and, 
therefore,  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  referred 
the  matter  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
at  home.  Now,  Her  Majesty's  Q-overn- 
ment  have  never  replied  to  the  legal 
question  which  was  raised  by  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring;  but  by  not  interfering  and  acting 
as  they  have  done  they  hare  given  their 
sanction,  as  it  were,  to  the  principle 
adopted  by  the  Egyptian  Goremmeut, 
without  absolutely  expressing  any  opi- 
nion for  or  against  its  legality.  Con- 
sidering the  position  of  all  British  sub* 
jects,  not  only  in  Egypt,  but  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  I  think  it  is  very  desirable 
indeed  that  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Grown  should  give  us  an  opinion  as  to 
the  legality  of  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  witli  respect 
to  the  exclusion  of  Ur.  Blunt.  I  hare 
no  doubt  whaterer  that  this  exclusion 
of  Mr.  Blunt  will  be  used  as  a  precedent 
in  the  future ;  and  I  look  upon  tho  con- 
sequences, therefore,  with  great  appre- 
hension, when  British  subjects  hereafter 
find  themselves  excluded  from  a  country, 
as  they  eometimea  are,  by  an  arbitrary 
Government.  My  own  impression  is 
that  the  course  which  has  been  taken  in 
this  case  is  likely  to  injure  our  diplo- 
macy very  much,  and  to  be  used  as  a 
precedent  against  us  in  future.  It  be- 
comes all  the  more  important  when  we 
know  that  the  case  has  occurred  in  refer- 
ence to  Egypt,  where  we  all  know  that 
the  Egyptian  Goremment  is  acting 
inractically  under  the  authority  of  the 
British  Government.  And,  further,  the 
poaitioti  taken  by  the  Egyptian  Gorern- 
m«it  is  fortified  by  the  fact  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  himself  taken  over  the  whole  of 
the  responsibility,  and  that  the  high 
authority  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  be  quoted  in  future  wherever  a 
British  subject  is  excluded  on  account 
of  some  supposed  politioal  offence. 
Under  such  oiroumstances,  I  should  like 
to  know  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Grown  upon  the  subject, 
and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Grown  have  acted  upon 
their  strict  rights;  if  so,  what  is  the 
authority  upon  which  they  acted ;  and, 
if  they  hare  not  acted  upon  any  strict 
right,  what  justification  thwe  can  be  for 


Her  Majesty's  Government  sanctioning 
the  proceeding  in  any  way  whatever? 

Thb  attorney  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Henbt  Jaues)  :  Of  course,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  cannot  interfere  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  a  foreign  country  ; 
and,  whatever  the  law  of  that  country 
may  be,  so  long  as  it  is  applied  equally 
to  all  foreigners  this  country  would  not 
complain.  But  if  a  subject  of  this  coun- 
try were  refused  arbitrarily,  and  without 
any  sufficient  reason  or  cause,  admission 
to  any  foreign  country,  and  a  complaint 
were  made  to  the  Government  in  that 
sense,  the  Government  would  make  a 
complaint  in  the  proper  quarter ;  but  if 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
foreign  country  had  acted  with  ^^ood 
faith,  and  had  applied  the  law  in  it 
generally  and  without  any  regard  Ut  a 
particular  person,  then  Her  Majesty'B 
Government  cannot  scrutinize  too  mi- 
nutely the  reasons  which  led  that  Go- 
remment  to  carry  the  law  into  opera- 
tion. Therefore,  all  we  ask  is  that 
foreign  countries  should  not  arbitrarily, 
and  without  any  foundation,  treat  the 
subject  of  one  country  differently  from 
that  of  another.  Therefore,  it  is  clear 
that  in  this  case  the  Egyptian  Gorern- 
ment  hare  not  acted  arbitrarily  and 
without  sufficient  cause.  The  reasons 
which  have  been  giren  by  Nubar  Pasha 
for  the  exclusion  of  Mr.  Blunt  are  reasons 
sufficient  to  justify  the  English  Gorem- 
ment  in  saying  tney  could  not  interfere 
witii  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  in 
the  matter.  If  no  sufficient  reason  had 
been  given,  on  the  other  hand,  and  if 
the  Egyptian  Government  had  said  that 
they  would  not  admit  a  person  without 
giving  any  reason  whatever  for  so  doing, 
the  English  Government  would  have 
been  placed  in  a  different  position,  and 
the  matter  would  then  be  one  for  serious 
consideration,  t  may  mention,  how- 
ever, that  this  case  does  not  stand  alone. 
A  similar  course  to  that  which  has  been 
pursued  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Blunt  has 
been  taken  with  regard  to  a  French 
subject  in  reference  to  whose  movements 
the  Egyptian  Government  fait  called 
upon  to  interfere.  

Lord  RANDOLPH  OHTJItOHILL: 
When  and  where  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  :  My  noble  Friend  will 
give  the  details. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIOE: 
The  case  was  that  of  a  Ebrmchmaa  who 
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wished  to  join  the  Ifahdi,  but  who  was 
prevented  from  doin^  so  by  the  Egyp- 
tian Government,  who  interfered  with  his 
movements  in  a  manner  wbich  was  cer- 
tainly quite  as  liable  to  excite  observa- 
tion as  anything  that  has  been  done  in 
the  case  of  Ur.  Blunt.  The  occasion  ot 
the  interference  was  when  the  move- 
ments of  Hr.  0'£elly  were  attracting 
some  attention  in  the  House.  I  was 
asked  a  Question  about  it  at  the  time, 
and  I  stated  that  this  French  gentleman 
— a  newspaper  Correspondent — was  pro- 
posing to  acconipany  Mr.  O'Kelly  when 
he  was  stopped.  Only  to-day  I  stated, 
in  reply  to  a  Question  that  the  Egyptian 
law,  which  enables  foreigners  to  act  in 
a  certain  manner  in  reference  to  news- 
paper articles,  was  being  seriously  con- 
sidered with  a  view  to  its  alteration. 
The  whole  condition  of  the  Press  Law  in 
Egypt  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Egyptian  Government;  and  a  Circular 
upon  the  subject  has,  I  believe,  been 
addressed  to  the  European  Powers.  No 
doubt  this  has  been  the  result  of  the 
impunity  which  has  hitherto  enabled 
foreigners  to  set  at  defiance  the  remon- 
Btrances  of  the  Executive  Government. 

Mb.  M*C0AN  said,  he  thought  the 
memotyof  the  noble  Lord  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  wu  at  fault  when  he 
deseribed  the  ease  of  the  French  Cor- 
respondent as  one  which  was  analogous 
to  that  of  Mr.  Blunt.  It  was  the  case  of 
a  newspaper  Correspondent  who  desired 
to  join  the  Mahdi  in  company  with  Mr. 
O'Kelly.  The  Egyptian  Government 
stopped  both  of  them,  but  did  not  expel 
either  from  Egjrit.  Consequently  there 
was  no  parallef  whatever  oetweeu  the 
two  cases. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETT  said, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr. 
M'Coan)  had  anticipated  a  remark 
which  ho  was  about  to  make.  It  was  per- 
fectly certain  that  there  was  only  the  most 
remote  analogy  between  the  case  of  the 
stoppiug  of  Mr.  O'Kelly  and  the  Freoch 
Correspondent  at  Bongola,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Blunt.  The  Government,  in  this 
instance,  had  placed  Uiemselves  in  a 
thoroughly  ridiculous  position.  It  was 
evident,  from  the  statements  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord 
Kandolph  ChurchiU)— statements  which 
had  been  made  with  great  force  and 
truth — that  the  treatment  of  Mr.  0*Kelly 
and  the  Frenchman  bore  no  comparison 
with  that  of  Mr.  Blunt  by  Sir  Evelyn 
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Baring  and  the  Egyptian  Government. 
There  was  nothing  novel,  however,  in 
the  facta  which  had  been  adduced.  Par* 
liament  was  accustomed  to  see  British 
subjects  insulted  and  trampled  on,  their 
interests  despised,  their  rights  set  at 
defiance ;  while  foreign  eubjeots,  backed 
up  by  their  own  Govemmenta,  were 
allowed  any  amount  of  immnni^.  He 
wished,  however,  to  the  attmtion  of 
the  Committee  to  the  remarkable  in- 
coneistency  of  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
informed  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Blunt 
was  stopped  because  his  entry  into 
Egypt  would  be  dangerous  to  the  order 
and  peace  of  that  country.  He  (Mr. 
Ashmead-Bartlett)  desired  to  say,  in  the 
first  place,  lest  the  few  remarks  be  had 
to  make  might  be  misunderstood,  that  he 
was  not  a  believer  in  Mr.  Blunt's  views 
with  regard  to  Egjrptian  policy.  He 
thought  the  noble  Lord  had  well  de- 
scribed the  views  of  that  gentleman  as 
those  of  a  sentimentalist  and  an  en- 
thusiast; well  meaning,  no  doubt,  bnt 
mistaken  in  their  aims.  But  when  the 
Prime  Minister  gave,  as  a  reason  for  the 
interference  wiu  the  movements  of  a 
British  subject  in  Egypt,  Uiat  that  inter- 
ference was  necessary  for  the  protection 
and  safety  of  the  country,  he  would  ask 
them  why  on  earth  they  had  been  so  un- 
willing to  send  a  telegram  to  that  gallant 
and  unfortunate  officer,  General  Hicks, 
forbidding  him  to  proceed  ?  Such  a  des- 
patch would  have  had  the  effeot  of  saving 
that  officer  and  his  army  of  13,000  men, 
and  an  immense  amount  of  subsequent 
ruin  and  bloodshed.  [_A  huffh.']  The 
Prime  Minister  laughed.  He  did  not 
know  why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  laugh.  Perhaps  he  was  about  to 
repeat  the  statement  he  had  made  once 
b^ore,  in  reply  to  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position,  that  he  had  heard  enough  ot 
General  Hicks.  It  was  perfectly  no- 
torious that  if  that  unfortunate  officer 
had  acted  upon  his  own  views,  he 
would  not  have  started  upon  his  ill-£ated 
expedition ;  and  a  single  telw^UB  sent 
to  Egypt  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
would  nave  stopped  him,  with  the  result 
of  saving  his  life,  and  securing  the 
safety  of  the  13,000  men  who  accom- 
panied him.  Therefore,  he  (Mr.  Ash- 
mead-Bartlett)  said  that  to  defend  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Blunt  upon  the  neoessities  of  Egyp^ 
and  to  refuse  interv«ntton  on  the  saqie 

Digilized  by  GooqIc 


1621 


Supphf^Civil         [AuouBT  4,  1884)        Servkt  Ettivu(t9*.  1622 


groand  in  the  case  of  General  Hicks, 
was  a  contradiction  of  terms.  He  had 
placed  a  Motion  on  the  Paper  for  the 
reduction  of  the  salary  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring.  It  had  been  his  intention, 
upon  that  Motion,  to  have  entered,  with 
some  detail,  into  the  policy  pursued  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  under  the 
advice  of  Sir  Erelyn  Baring ;  but  the 
statements  which  had  been  made  that 
night  in  regard  to  another  debate,  that 
was  to  take  place  shortly,  would  prevent 
him  from  carrying  out  his  original  in- 
tention. He  thought,  however,  that  he 
might  fairly  complain  of  the  want  of 
consideration  the  Prime  Minister  had 
shown  in  this  matter  towards  some  Mem- 
bers of  the|Hou8e.  He  had  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  better  to  postpone  this  de- 
bate until  Tuesday,  and  to  bring  it  for- 
ward then  upon  the  Diplomatic  Vote ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  no 
hint  that  the  Yote  was  to  be  taken  before 
the  debate  came  off.  It  was  with  great 
personal  inconvenience  that  he  had  been 
able  to  be  present  that  day,  and  he  had 
pressed  for  an  answer  so  that  the  incon- 
venience to  which  he  had  referred  might 
have  been  avoided ;  but  the  Prime 
Minister  gave  the  House  no  intimation 
whatever  that  an  important  Vote  relating 
to  Egypt  was  to  be  taken  on  Tuesday. 
This  had  caused  considerable  inconve- 
nience not  only  to  himself  (Mr.  Achmead- 
Bartlett),  but  to  other  hon.  Members. 
Perhaps  that  might  be  a  matter  of  con- 
gratulation for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ;  but,  heretofore,  the  Government 
had  been  accustomed  to  consider  the 
feelings  and  convenience  of  the  House 
generally.  For  some  time  the  Prime 
Minister  had  been  pressed  to  fix  de- 
finitely the  day  on  which  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  would  be  taken ;  but  he  had  avoided 
doing  so.  There  was  now  only  one 
statement  whiob,  in  view  of  the  debate 
to-morrow,  he  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett) 
would  make  in  regard  to  that  part  of 
the  Vote  which  applied  to  the  salary  of 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  and  that  was  that 
the  policy  which  that  gentleman  had  re- 
oommended  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  been,  in  the  main,  singularly 
unfortunate.  It  was  oving  to  his 
advice  that  the  Vnme  Minister  had  been 
led  to  make  bis  extraordinary  statement 
at  the  Guildhall  last  year  that  our 
Forces  in  Egypt  were  to  be  reduced ;  that 
Oairo  was  to  be  evacuated,  and  that 


orders  to  that  effect  had  already  gone 
forth.  It  was  unnecessary  to  remind 
the  Committee  how  very  far  from  being 
carried  into  effect  that  statement  was  at 
the  present  moment.  He  believed  that 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  existing  state  of  affairs  in 
Egypt,  and  for  the  enforced  evacuation 
of  the  Soudan,  which  took  place  in  No- 
vember uid  December  last.  One  word 
of  justice  to  Gherif  Pasha.  He  had 
been  attacked  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill)  as  being  incapable 
of  giving  any  advice  that  was  contraty^ 
to  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Govent-> 
ment.  In  that  assertion  the  noble  Lord 
did  Cherif  Pasha  great  injustice,  because 
Oherif  Pasba  had  shown  himself  not  only 
willing  to  act  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
British  Government,  but  he  had  actually 
resigned  his  high  Office  of  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  Egypt,  rather  than  carry  out  the 
orders  of  Her  Majesty's  GtoTemment. 
Hie  last  words  were — 

"  Nothing  shall  ever  induce  me  to  aliandon 
the  Soudan  to  the  misery  ot  the  Madbi'i  mla. 
Time  and  posterity  will  judge  between  me  and 

Mr.  Gladstone." 

This  policy  of  evacuation,  which  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  had  recommended  in 
December  last,  nad  caused  untold  misery 
to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  human 
beings ;  it  had  caused  the  loss  of  some 
30,000  lives,  and  the  expenditure  of 
millions  of  money,  and  which,  so  far  as 
they  could  see,  only  represented  the  be- 
ginning of  a  new  epoch  of  bloodshed 
and  expenditure  with  regard  to  the 
Soudan.  The  announcement  made  on 
Saturday  last  showed  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  advanced  one  stage  to- 
wards that  end  which  they  professed 
themselves  so  anxious  to  achieve  — 
namely,  the  restoration  of  order  in  Egypt 
and  the  evacuation  of  the  conntzy. 
Although  they  were  now,  through  the 
collapse  of  the  Conference,  able  to  con- 
gratulate the  Ministry  and  the  country 
on  the  failure  of  the  most  mischievous 
proposals  ever  made  by  a  British 
Government,  they  could  not,  at  the 
same  time,  free  the  Ministry  from 
responsibilily  for  the  advice  which 
had  led  to  those  misfortunes.  He 
thought  there  was  ample  justification 
for  moving  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
the  amount  of  a  portion  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring's  salary,  although  he  admitted 
that  there  would  be  far  more  justi&ca- 
tion  for  moving  a  reduotioiuin  zespeot 
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of  the  inoomee  of  the  Ministen  them- 
selres.  Sir  Eyelya  Baring  had  in  this 
matter  played  ouy  a  subordinate  part, 
taking  iub  cue  from  Downing  Street. 
He  had  not  dared  to  initiate  that  inde- 
pendent policy  which  ought  to  have 
commended  itself  to  his  judgment.  There 
was  evidence  in  the  Papers  that  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  recommended  that  an 
expedition  should  be  sent  to  relieve  (Ge- 
neral Gordon  as  early  as  March  last, 
although  he  had  previously  written 
against  it.  The  chief  charge  against  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  was,  as  he  had  pointed 
out,  that  he  took  his  cue  from  Downing 
Street.  Finally,  he  asked  the  Committee 
to  consider  the  extraordinary  reasons 
given  to  them  for  not  despatching  an 
expedition  to  the  relief  of  General 
Qordon.  In  drawing  attention  to  this 
point,  as  he  had  already  stated,  as  there 
was  to  be  a  debate  on  Egyptian  affairs, 
he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  Uie  ques- 
tion at  large.  The  reasons,  or  rather 
the  excuses,  put  forward  by  Uie  Govern- 
ment for  not  taking  aoticm  in  this  matter 
were  so  unworthy,  and  he  ventured  to 
Bay  so  discreditable,  that  they  deserved 
special  attention  from  hon.  Members. 
The  statement  had  been  made  by  seve- 
ral Ministers  that  General  Gordon  had, 
at  a  certain  moment,  changed  his  policy, 
and  that  he  had  developed  a  policy  of 

fling  out  of  his  way  to  attack  the  Mtdidi. 
e  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  admitted 
that  it  might  have  been  wiser  if  Gene- 
ral Gordon  had  concealed  his  intention  in 
those  periphrastic  mystifications  which 
the  Government  so  well  knew  how  to  em- 
ploy for  the  purpose  of  concealing  their 
meaning ;  but  General  GK)rdon  was  a 
soldier,  and  said  exactly  what  he  meant. 
That  phrase  ' '  smash  up  the  Mabdi " 
meant  nothing  that  was  not  necessary, 
in  his  judgment,  to  be  done  for  the 
peace  of  Egypt.  General  Gordon,  for  ob- 
vious reasons,  actually  tolerated  slavery; 
he  waited  till  he  was  besieged  in  Khar- 
toum until  he  took  any  measures  of  force. 
To  say  that  he  had  changed  his  policy  or 
attitude  was  a  gross  injustice  to  General 
Gordon  and  a  perversion  of  his  mean- 
ing. He  asked  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment what  else  they  were  doing  but  en- 
deavouring to  smash  up  the  Mahdi's 
followers  ?  What  were  the  British 
Forces  doing  at  Wady  Haifa  and  As- 
souan, and  what  were  their  officers  at 
Sutfkin  and  other  places  doin^,  but 
smashing  up  the  tribes  which  followed 
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the  Mahdi?  He  would  not  moTe  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  in  view  of  the 
larger  debate  of  to-morrow ;  but  he 
hoped  that  Members  who  were  anxions 
to  begin  to  discnss  the  tactics  of  the 
Government  widi  regard  to  G^eral 
Gh>rdon  would  not  find  tiiat  they  had 
been  deprived  of  the  oppoitonity  of 
doing  BO  by  the  unsatisfactory  way 
in  which  the  Government  had  airanged 
the  Business  of  the  House.  He 
trusted  that  the  Prime  Minister  would 
bear  in  mind  the  statement  made  by  him 
on  Saturday,  that  the  Vote  for  the  relief 
of  General  Gordon  and  for  the  restora- 
tion of  order  in  the  Soudan  would  be 
put  down  for  to-morrow.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  promised  that  a  special 
Vote  for  General  Gordon  would  be  piU 
on  the  Paper,  distinct  from  any  other 
Vote  which  the  Government  might  have 
to  bring  forward,  in  order  to  pay  for  the 
destruction  of  property  at  Alexandria, 
or  on  account  of  the  other  blander* 
they  made  in  Egypt  upon  that  speoisl 
Vote.  He  hoped  that  a  clear  statement 
would  be  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment as  to  this  question  of  r^ef  or 
non-relief  uf  General  Ghirdon. 

Babon  henry  DE  worms  said, 
he  was  hardly  disposed  to  sympathise 
with  Mr.  Blunt;  out  there  were,  no 
doubt,  many  Members  of  that  House 
who  would  agree  that  his  exclusion 
from  Egypt  was,  at  least,  very  extra- 
ordinary. It  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Committee  that  some  yean 
ago  Lord  Falmerston  introduced  into 
the  House  a  Bill  called  the  Conspiracy 
Bill,  which  bad  for  its  object  to  obtain 
powers  for  exdudins  from  this  country 
persons  deemed  to  DO  dangerous  con- 
spirators. Now,  the  measure  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the 
Khedive,  and  which  had  received  the 
direct  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, savoured  of  the  nature  of  that 
Conspiracy  Bill,  because  the  worst  that 
anyone  had  said  of  Mr.  Blunt  was  that 
he  was  a  person  who  was  intriguing 
agfunst  the  Government  of  the  Khedive ; 
and  for  that  reason  he  had  been,  no 
doubt,  excluded  &om  Egypt,  not  by  the 
Government  of  the  Khedive ;  but  by  the 
direct  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  know  whether  any 
previous  ^eaker  had  called  attention 
to  the  details  in  the  Papers  laid  uwm 
the  Table ;  but  they  certainly  seemed  to 
be  worthy  of  attention.   If  Uls  Govem- 
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ment  of  the  Khedive,  eonsideriiig  that 
the  action  of  Mr.  Blunt  was  of  a  dan- 

ferous  kind,  had  endeavoured  to  prevent 
im,  by  warning  or  otherwise,  from 
coining  back  to  Egypt,  it  would  not 
have  been  open  to  them  to  take  that 
Btep ;  and  however  much  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  wished  the  ezdu- 
sion  of  Mr."  Blunt,  they  would  have 
entered  a  protest  against  the  action  of 
the  Egyptian  Government.  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring,  believing  there  was  some  ille- 
gality on  the  part  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment, telegraphed  to  Earl  Granville 
for  instructions  as  to  the  course  he  was 
to  take ;  and  the  answer  which  he  re* 
ceived  from  the  noble  Earl  was  singu- 
larly diplomatic ;  it  said  nothing,  but 
meant  a  great  deal.  "Tou  may  ab- 
stain," said  Earl  Granville,  "from  op- 
posing the  action  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment ; "  which  was  the  same  as 
saying — "  We  do  not  think  you  should 
eanction  it;  but  we  think  you  should 
take  the  responsibility  of  objecting  to 
it."  But,  alter  that,  another  despatch 
liad  been  sent  by  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  to 
Sari  Granville,  saying  that  he  proposed 
to  forward  a  copy  of  Nubar  Pasha's 
letter  to  Mr.  Blunt,  and  shoold  be  glad 
to  receive  InatruotionB  as  to  whether  the 
letter  met  with  the  approval  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  Well,  the  answer 
to  that  was  in  terms  equally  extraordi- 
nary ;  instead  of  replying  that  the  action 
of  Nubar  Pasha  was  sanctiooed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  Earl  Granville 
said — "Act  as  you  propose  in  your  tele- 
gram with  regard  to  Mr.  Blunt."  But, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
had  made  no  proposal  at  all  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Blunt.  He  would  leave  that 
matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  maintained  that  this  ques- 
tion was  not  merely  one  as  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  a  British  subject  by  the  arbitrary 
act  of  a  Foreign  Government,  an  act 
which  the  Attorney  General  said  was 
always  to  be  regarded  with  the  greatest 
suspicion,  and  to  be  yarded  against 
-vim  the  greatest  care — it  was  the  exclu- 
sion of  a  British  anbjeot  with  the  con- 
ourrenoe  of  Her  Majesty's  Govenuuent, 
and  as  such  tiie  Obmmittee  ought  to  re- 
gard it.  The  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  tiiis  matter  he  held  to  be  mis- 
chievous and  absurd.  He  thought  the 
case  was  even  worse  than  that  which  he 
had  brought  forward  in  that  House  on 
a  former  occasion.   This  action  of  the 


Government  could  only  compare  witb 
their  action  in  the  case  of  the  crew  of 
the  Nitero  and  with  their  abandonment 
of  General  Gordon.  It  appeared  that 
the  Government  had  failed  to  recognize 
the  Constitutional  principle  that  a  British 
subject  was  entitled  to  ute  protection  of 
the  British  Government. 

Mr.  LABOTTOHEBE  asked  for  aome 
explanation  of  the  law  stated  by  the 
Attorney  General  with  reference  to  the 
exclusion  of  Mr.  Blnnt  from  Egypt.  He 
had  always  supposed  that  when  a  Go- 
vernment acted  beyond  the  law  it  acted 
arbitrarily.  That  was  precisely  what 
the  Egyptian  Government  had  done  in 
this  case.  But  they  had  done  more  than 
that — they  had  acted  directly  contrary  to 
the  law.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man asked,  What  law  ?  The  answer 
was  the  Capitulations.  By  the  Capitu- 
lations every  foreigner  had  a  right  to 
land  in  Egypt,  to  trade  and  live  there, 
and  to  be  judged  by  particular  tribunals. 
Therefore,  if  this  case  had  occurred  to 
any  other  foreigner,  that  foreigner  would 
only  have  had  to  go  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment and  claim  tiiat  they  should  inter- 
fere  in  his  behalf  in  aoooraance  witlt  the 
Capitulations;  and  Mr.  Blunt  had  just 
the  same  right  as  any  other  Englishman 
to  go  to  the  Foreign  Office,  and  to  ask 
why  in  his  case  the  Capitulations  were 
not  to  be  enforced.  Mr.  Blunt  had  a 
Treaty  and  legal  right  to  land  in  Egypt ; 
and  when  the  Egyptian  Government  re- 
fused to  allow  him  to  do  so,  they  acted 
contrary  to  law,  and  in  an  arbitrary 
manner. 

Mb.  M'COAN  said,  he  could  speak 
with  personal  knowledge  on  this  matter. 
He  had  a  very  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  Capitulations  ;  and  he  begged 
to  say  that  tne  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere)  was  perfectly 
right  in  the  statement  he  had  just  made. 
He  knew  tbat  by  the  Capitulations  which 
were  in  operation  in  both  Turkey  and 
Egypt  any  Englishman  had  full  right  to 
landinanypart  of  the  latter  country,  and 
to  liveand  trade  there  as  long  as  he  liked. 

The  attorney  GENEBAL  (Sir 
Heitbt  Jaxbb)  said,  his  statement  had 
been  that  his  recoUeoti<m  of  the  Capitu- 
lations was  that  every  English  subject 
observing  the  law  of  the  country  had  a 
right  to  remain  in  the  country.  There- 
fore, if  there  were  no  objections  to  Mr. 
Blunt's  conduct,  be  would  have  a  cause 
of  complaint  against  the  Egyptian  Go- 


vernmeDt,  which  he  could  put  forward 
through  the  Consul  General  in  Egypt. 
But,  as  to  whether  Mr.  Blunt  had  made 
aiiT  complaint,  he  knew  nothing.  Nor 
did  he  know  whether  there  was  sufficient 
ground  for  the  exclusion  of  Mr.  Blunt, 
although,  as  to  the  principle  on  which 
his  right  to  land  in  Egypt  rested,  he 
thought  there  was  no  question  what- 
BTor.  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  had  consulted 
Mr.  Oookson,  the  man  who  in  all  Egypt 
was  beat  qualified  to  advise  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  was  after  Mr.  Oookson's 
advice  had  been  received  that  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  took  the  course  which  he  had 
pursued. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  OHUEOHILL 
said,  he  did  not  think  it  right  that  the 
Attorney  General  should  hold  up  Mr. 
Cooksou  to  ooverhis  deficient  knowledge 
of  tho 

LoiD  EDMOND  FITZMATJEICE 
said,  that  Mr.  Cookson  had  been  con- 
sulted, and  that  there  was  no  justification 
for  saying  that  Mr.  Oooksou  concurred  in 
the  view  put  forward  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere) 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Wit^dow  [Mr. 
M*Ooan). 

Mb.  M'GOAN  asked  if  the  noble  Lord 
would  take  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  saying  that  Mr.  Cookson  was 
of  opinion  that  under  the  Capitulations 
Mr.  Blunt  was  not  entitied  to  land  in 
Egypt  ?  He  had  known  that  gentleman 
for  many  years  at  Constantinople ;  he 
knew  the  extent  of  bis  authority  in  a 
question  of  this  kind  ;  and  while  he 
might,  without  presumption,  set  his  own 
experience  against  that  of  Mr.  Cookson, 
he  ventured  to  affirm  that  Mr.  Cookson 
could  never  have  advised  that  Mr.  Blunt 
had  not  a  right  under  the  Capitulations 
to  land  and  attend  to  his  affairs  in 
^SJP''-  could  give  such  advice, 

he  was  little  fit  for  the  office  of  Consul 
and  Judge. 

Loud  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
said,  he  believed  that  Mr.  Oookson  had 
been  consulted  by  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
with  regard  to  the  subject  generally. 
Similar  powers  to  those  exercised  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  it  was  weU 
known  had  been  exercised  in  Turkey, 
foreigners  having  been  excluded  firom 
that  country  in  exactly  the  same  manner 
as  Mr.  Blunt  had  been  excluded  from 
Egy^t.  The  position  under  the  Capi- 
tmatioDs  was  that  certain  rights  were 
given  to  foreign  subjeots ;  out  they 
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were  contingent  upon  the  rights  not 
being  abused.  It  was  improbable  that 
any  Govearument  would  give  a  ge- 
neral power  to  foreigners  to  land  and 
abuse  their  laws.  No  State  could  exirt 
for  any  length  of  time  with  such  a  lav 
in  operation.  -There  were  in  Bgypt 
certain  well-recognized  rights  of  fo- 
reigners who  enjoyed  the  bmefit  of  the 
Capitulations,  on  condition  that  titcir 
privileges  were  not  abused.  If  a  man 
thought  he  had  been  unjustly  toeated 
he  had  a  right  to  appeal  to  his  Consul ; 
but  the  Constil  was  not  under  an  obli- 
gation to  extend  his  protection  to  fo- 
reigners who  abused  their  rights. 

Mb.  BOURKE  said,  that  the  case  put 
by  the  noble  Lord  was  that  if  a  foreigner 
landed  in  Turkey  or  any  other  country 
and  abused  his  privileges  he  was  not 
entitled  to  protection  from  hta  Consul; 
but  that  was  not  the  case  with  Mr. 
Blunt,  who  had  been  prevented  &om  land- 
ing, and  had,  therefore,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  abusing  his  privileges.  There 
could  have  been  no  abuse  of  privileges 
by  Mr.  Blunt ;  and  he  gathered  from 
the  Papers  that  he  was  excluded  from 
Egypt  not  on  account  of  anything  he 
had  done  there,  but  for  something  he 
had  done  in  Inland. 

Baboh  HENBY  D£  WOBMS  said,  it 
could  not  have  been  dear  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  properly  excluded  from  Tggypt, 
because  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  wrote  to  £arl 
Granville  in  these  words — 

"  Can  the  Egyptian  Government,  actinc 
through  its  owa  officers,  prevent  an  £nglub 
subject  landiDg  in  Egypt,  or  must  they  act 
through  the  Consular  authorities  P  I  am  muUc 
here  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  answer  to  this 
question,  and  I  beg  your  LOTdahip  will  be  so 
good  as  to  furnish  ma  with  insbuctiooB  as  to 
how  I  am  to  act." 

If  the  Capitulations  were  so  clear,  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  would  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  in  Bgypt  whether  M>.  Blunt 
could  land  or  not. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMADRICE: 
I  said  Mr.  Blunt  had  no  right  to  plead 
the  Capitulations  when  he  had  abased 
the  privileges  conferred  upon  forngners 
under  them. 

Sib  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
thought  the  subject  of  Mr.  Blunt's 
exclusion  from  Egypt  had  been  well 
threshed  out;  and,  therefore,  he  would 
ask  a  question  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  a  subject 
of  more  importance.  He  referred  to  the 
Slave  Trade  in  Egypt,  and  he  asked  the 
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noble  Lord  whether  the  exeoation  of  the 
Ooavention  with  re^rd  to  it  was  coming 
into  effect  on  the  17th  of  August,  1884  ? 
He  had  already  addressed  a  very  plain 
question  on  this  subject  to  the  noble 
Lord ;  but  the  answer  which  he  received 
had  somewhat  obscured  the  position. 
The  proposition  of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin 
not  only  declared  that  slavery  should  be 
prohibited,  but  that  it  should  be  al- 
together abolished.  Sir  £velyn  Baring 
was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  he  ex- 
pressed himself  to  that  effect  in  a  des> 
patch  which  the  noble  Lord  had  referred 
to.  But  the  question  he  had  put  to  the 
noble  Lord  on  a  fonner  occaedon  was  as 
to  whether  it  was  intwded  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  io  press  upon  the 
Khedive  of  Egypt  to  give  effect  not  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin,  to 
which  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  was  unfavour- 
ably inclined,  but  to  the  original  Oon- 
rention  now  standing,  and  the  Decree  of 
the  Egyptian  Government,  by  which  the 
trade  in  human  beings  would  become 
unlawful,  and  prohibited  under  the  se- 
verest penalties  on  the  17th  of  August, 
1884.  He  expressed  an  earnest  hope 
tiiat  the  noble  Lord,  in  the  answer 
which  he  gave  to  this  inquiry,  would 
not  throw  any  doubt  on  the  state  in 
which  the  law  in  Egypt  would  be  on 
that  date  in  reference  to  slavery.  He 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
would  be  able  to  assure  them  that  the 
answer  he  had  previously  given  did 
not  imply  a  doubt  that  the  British 
Qovenunent  would  be  less  zealous  than 
they  would  have  been  if  they  had  not 
been  in  Egypt  at  all.  Hetrustedthenoble 
Lord  would  DC  able  to  assure  the  Oom- 
mittee  that  Her  Majesty's  Gk)vernment 
would  impress  on  the  Khedive  of  Egypt 
the  obligation  which  rested  on  him,  under 
the  Decrees  which  would  come  into  force 
on  the  1 7th  of  the  present  month.  I^e- 
ferring  to  the  subject,  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin  had  stated  that,  with  regard  to 
Egypt  Proper,  under  the  Convention  of 
seven  years  ago,  the  selling  of  slaves 
from  family  to  family  would  cease  on 
the  '17th  of  August,  1884  ;  and  then, 
assuming,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  Convention  would  come  into  effect, 
the  Earl  of  Dufferin  went  on  to  say 
that  we  should  press  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vemmcmt  to  inflict  the  heaviest  pos- 
sible punishment  in  case  of  a  violation 
of  the  Convention.  He  (Sir  G«orge 
Oampbell)  had  only  now  to  aak  the! 
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noble  Lord  if  it  was  intended  that  the 
Convention  and  its  Annexes  would  come 
into  force  in  Egypt  on  the  17th  of  the 
present  month ;  and  if  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  press  the  Khedive  of 
Egypt  to  give  full  effect  to  the  Conven- 
tion ?  This  was  a  question  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  the  interests  of  humanity ; 
by  the  Convention  a  great  step  was 
taken  towards  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
They  were  now  in  a  position  to  press 
the  execution  of  the  Convention  upon 
the  Khedive  with  greater  authority  and 
power  than  they  would  have  been  were 
they  not  in  possession  of  the  country ; 
and  therefore  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  at  once  tell  the  Committee  that 
his  words  were  not  intended  to  derogate 
the  authority  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) who  had  asked  the  question  that 
night  about  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
who  had  now  re-introduced  the  subject, 
had  done  public  serrice  in  bringing  for- 
ward this  great  question  of  slavery  in 
connection  with  Egypt ;  but  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  expected  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  going  to  do  anything 
to  diminish  slavery  in  Egypt,  or  to  do 
away  with  it  altogether,  he  would  be 
grievously  disappointed.  He  would  be 
put  off  with  vague  phrases  and  promises. 
He  (Mr.  Ashmead  -  Bartlett)  thought 
the  country  would  notice  wiUi  surprise 
what  he  ventured  to  call  the  hypocrisy 
of  two  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Grown, 
not  in  that  House,  who  attended  the 
great  anti-slavery  meeting  at  the  Guild- 
hall the  other  day,  and  made  fine 
speeches  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  all  over  the  world,  while  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  doing  their  utmost 
to  encourage  slavery  of  the  most  cruel 
and  abominable  hind  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Soudttu,  and  to  tolerate  it 
in  Egypt.  How  many  thousand  persona 
had  been  subjected  to  cruel  slavery  and 
outrage  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  during  the 
past  two  years  ?  The  noble  Loi^  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  might  possibly  say  these  were 
vague   observations ;  but   he  would 

S've  the  strongest  possible  proof  that 
e  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  Egypt  and  the 
Soudan,  had  promoted,  and  would 
continae  to  pnooote  alaveiy,  although 
Earl  Granville  and  the  Earl  of  Derby 
attended  the  GttU4|^^^^[^Q(©g^ 
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talked  clap-trap  about  doing  away  with 
it.  He  would  call  attention  to  a  despatch 
from  Qeneral  Gordon  to  Sir  Evelyn . 
Baring.  General  Gordon  was  sent  out  . 
to  the  Soudan  with  inBufficient  reaouroes, 
and  it  was  no  fault  of  his  that  he  was 
obliged  to  issue  a  Proclamation  when  he 
arrived  in  the  Soudan,  oountenanoinp, 
on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
the  existing  slavery  in  that  country. 
By  their  subsequent  despatches  and 
policy,  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
shown  most  clearly  that  they  endorsed 
that  action  of  General  Gordon.  G«neral 
GK>rdon,  writing  to  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
on  the  Slst  of  February,  stated  that,  in 
answering  questions  regarding  the  libe- 
ration of  slaves,  he  had  said  that  the 
Treaty  of  1877  for  its  abolition  could 
not  be  carried  out  by  him ;  and  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring,  writing  to  'Eaxi  Granville 
on  the  same  date,  said — 

"  It  was  obvioaa  from  the  first  that  the  reriral 
of  slarery  in  the  Soudim  would  be  the  result  of 
the  policy  of  abandonment." 

That  despatch  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
was  in  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  five  months  ago  ;  but  no 
protest  was  made  by  the  Government; 
so  that,  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
human  misery  the  Government  had 
caused,  the  revival  of  slavery  was  to 
be  laid  at  their  door.  That  was  a  fact 
which  ought  to  be  kept  before  the  coun- 
try as  oonstantiy  as  it  could.  The  in- 
consistency, and  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
say  the  hypocrisy,  of  two  Ministers  of 
the  Grown,  who  were  responsible  for  the 
revival  of  slavery,  attending  anti-slavery 
meetings  to  denounce  slavery,  whoi  they 
had  not  the  slightest  intention  of  doing 
away  with  it,  warranted  the  strongest 
expressions  of  condemnation.  It  was 
evident  from  the  Blue  Books,  and  what 
hon.  Members  knew  of  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  their  Egyp- 
tian policy  had  not  only  caused  an  im- 
mense expenditure  of  blood  and  trea- 
sure, but  was  leading  to  a  revival  of 
this  infamous  trafKo. 

Mh.  M'COAN  said,  that  as  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice)  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry  James) 
had  charged  him  with  making  reckless 
statements,  he  would  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  while  he  vindicated 
himsdf  from  the  charge  by  reading  from 
Hertslett's  TVeotiet  tihe  actual  text  of  the 
Capitulation  which  settied  the  point,  and 
in  full  recollection  of  which  he  had 
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expressed  the  opinion  disputed  by  them. 
The  Capitulation  in  question  waa  re- 
newed, slightiy  modified,  in  Uie  Treaty 
of  the  Dardanelles  between  this  country 
and  Turkey ;  and  ite  very  first  Artide 
was  to  the  effect  that  every  En^flisk 
merchant,  and  all  other  men^iantB  sail* 
ing  under  the  English  flag,  might  &eely 
land,  tvtvel,  or  reside  in  any  part  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire— of  which  Egypt  was 
still  a  Province — and,  in  the  undis- 
turbed possession  of  their  privileges, 
have  fml  liberty  to  attend  to  their 
affaire.  He  had  merely  contended  that, 
according  to  the  Capitulation  quoted 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Laboochere),  Mr.  Blunt  had  a 
clear  right  to  land  in  i^m>t>  and  tiu 
Ek^yptiaa  Gorranment  had  no  right 
whatever  to  prevent  his  doing  so.  If 
the  woids  he  had  quoted  from  the 
text  of  the  Capitulation  had  any 
meaning  at  all,  this  was  beyond  a^a- 
ment. 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMATJBICE 
said,  he  did  not  wish  to  revive  the  con- 
troversy about  the  Capitulations,  but 
'simply  to  say  that  it  did  not  seem  to  him 
that  what  the  hon.  GenUeman  (Mr. 
M'Coau)  had  just  said  proved  the  accu- 
racy of  his  former  statemente.  The  hon. 
GenUeman  had  not  attempted  to  answer 
the  argumente  of  the  Attorney  General 
or  himself  (Lord  Edmond  Fitemaurioe) 
— namely,  that  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment had  righto  which  overrode  the 
rights  given  by  the  Capitulations,  and 
that  a  condition  of  the  enjqyment  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Capitulations  was  that 
ioreignera  enjoying  them  should  not 
abuse  tiiem,  and  that  if  foreignera  did 
abuse  them  they  must  teke  the  conae* 
quences.  With  regard  to  the  que^om 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy (Sir  George  Campbell),  he  oould 
only  say  that  he  could  not  understand 
that  by  his  answer  at  Question  time  he 
could  in  any  sense  be  understood  as  an- 
nouncing on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  any  intention  to  recede 
from  supporting  the  righte  which  had 
been  given  in  regard  to  slavery  by  the 
Khedival  Decree,  which  came  into  force 
on  the  17th  of  this  month.  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring's  despatoh,  as  he  (Lord  Edmond 
Fitzmaurice)  understood  it,  waa  to  th« 
effect  that  he  did  not  make  any  express 
declaration  to  support  the  views  of  the 
Fkirl  of  Dufferin.  He  (Lord  Edmond 
Fitzmaurioe)  did  not  know  that  it  was 
absolutely  iie«|^,  .^(a^^  any 
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suoh  express  declaration,  while  in  regard 
to  the  positive  statement,  which  he 
understood  the  hou.  Member  had  found 
in  the  despatch,  and  which,  to  a  certain 
extent,  had  disturbed  his  mind,  all  he 
could  say  was,  speaking  from  recollec- 
tion, that  there  was  nothing  in  the  de- 
spatch at  all  to  show  that  there  was  any 
desire  or  intention  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Ehedival  Decree.  All  that 
Her  Majesty's  Gkiremment  oould  do  was 
to  impress  on  the  Egyptian  Qorernment 
to  do  whatever  was  possible  under  the 
circnmstances;  and  his  hon.  Friend  might 
be  perfectly  certain  that  whatever  could 
be  done  by  the  Government  towards  the 
abolition  of  slavery  would  be  done.  It 
was  not  likely  that  in  the  year  that  this 
country  had  been  celebrating  thejubilee 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  there  would 
be  any  laxity  on  the  part  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  in  naing  whatever  in- 
fluence they  had  upon  Foreign  and 
Oolonial  authorities  to  secure  an  aboli- 
tion of  those  practices,  which  were  so 
repugnant  to  every  Englishman,  no 
matter  to  what  Party  he  belonged.  He 
could  only  express  regret  that  upon  such 
a  question  as  this  of  slavery  the  hon. 
Member  f<»  Eye  (Mr.  Aahmea^-Bartiett) 
was  not  able  to  resist  the  temptation  to 
indulge  in  a  violent  attack  on  the  Go- 
vernment. The  hon.  Qentleman  had 
naed  the  word  "hypocrisy"  —  [Mr. 
AsHMBAD  -  Bartltxt  :  Hear,  hear !]  — 
and  now  he  cried  "Hear,  hear ! "  Surely, 
after  all,  the  hon.  Member  must  know 
that  in  regard  to  this  question  of  slavery 
there  was  no  division  of  Party  at  all ; 
and  when  he  accused  theCJovemment  of 
hypocriey  in  this  matter — [Mr.  Ashmbad- 
Bartlett:  Two  Ministers.] — well,  two 
of  the  most  important  Ministers  ^Earl 
Granville  and  ike  Earl  of  Derby — he 
conld  not  seriously  mean  what  he  said. 
Earl  Granville  and  the  Earl  of  Derby 
had  both  exerted  themselves  in  every 
way  to  promote  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
If  it  were  in  Order  for  him  so  to  do,  he 
oould  with  perfect  ease  show  that  dnring 
the  time  Earl  Granville  had  presided  at 
the  Foreign  Office,  he  had  exerted  him- 
self in  the  cause  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  a  way  which  entitled  him  to 
the  gratitude  of  every  man. 

8iR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  explained 
that  his  mind  was  not  at  all  disturbed 
by  the  despatch  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  ; 
but  it  was  disturbed  by  the  answer 
whieh  the  noble  Lord  gave  him  earlier  in 
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the  evening  ;  and  it  was  somewhat  more 
disturbed  by  the  observations  the  noble 
Lord  had  just  addressed  to  the  Oom- 
mittee.  The  Question  he  had  asked  was 
whether  the  Conveotion  was  to  be  put  in 
force  on  the  17th  of  August  or  not,  and 
the  noble  Lord  had  said  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  do  the  best  they 
conld  in  the  matter ;  a  plain  answer  was 
not  returned  to  a  plain  question.  He 
merely  asked,  and  he  hopwl  tiie  noble 
Lord  would  answer  him,  "Yea"  or 
"  No,"  was  it  or  was  it  not  the  intention 
of  the  (Government  that  the  Convention 
solemnly  entered  into  in  1877  was  to 
oome  into  force,  as  arranged,  on  the  17th 
of  August  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
The  question  is  under  the  con»d6iati(nL 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Me.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  wished  to 
take  the  advantage  of  this  Tote  to  call 
attention  to  what  he  considered  the  mn- 
gular  negleot  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  Ambassador  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  Italy  to  safe- 
guard to  the  best  of  their  ability  Uie  in- 
ternational rights  of  the  Oatholio  sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty  involved  in  the 
unfounded  spoliation  of  the  I^paganda. 
Now,  on  a  consideration  of  this  qnostion, 
they  must  bear  in  mind  two  very  dif- 
ferent and  distinct  matters — namely,  the 
position  of  the  national  Catholic  iuntitu- 
tions  in  Italy,  and  the  position  of  the 
international  Catholic  institutions  in 
Italy.  Now,  to  take  an  example  of  the 
former,  let  them  take  at  once,  say,  the 
monastic  institutions  established  in  Italy 
on  Italian  soil  for  the  special  service  of 
Italian  people,  and  supported  and  en- 
dowed out  of  Italian  funds,  and  for  local 
Italian  objects.  Like  every  Oatholio, 
and  he  hoped  like  every  honest  man,  no 
matter  what  his  religious  belief  might 
be,  he  held  that  the  confiscation  of 
national  religious  institutions  was  none 
the  less  robbery  though  it  might  be  done 
aecordingto  certain  Parliamentaiyforms. 
Wi&  regard  to  the  national  Italian  insti- 
tutions, hecottldnot  help  thinkingthat  the 
way  in  whieh  they  had  been  robbed  by 
the  Italian  Govwnment  was  most  nn- 
justifiable  and  iniquitous  in  the  extreme ; 
but  the  Catholic  subjects  of  Her  Majesty 
made  no  claim  on  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  interfere  in  respect  to  Italian 
national  institutions,  even  though  of  a 
religious  character.  Their  spoliation 
was  eonsidored  by  Oatholica.  a  ^9^t 
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shodc  to  region  in  Italy,  and  directed 
against  religion  at  large;  bnt  they 
freely  aeknowledged  that  Oatholios  in 
England  and  Ireland  and  eleewhere 
throughout  the  British  Empire  had  no 
olaim  apon  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  interfere  for  the  protection  of  Italian 
Oatholios  on  a  question  of  Italian  na- 
tional religious  institutions ;  but  it  was 
an  institution  of  a  totally  different  de- 
soription  which  had  been  assailed  by  the 
Italian  GoTemment  of  late — it  was  an 
institution  partaking  of  the  international 
character  of  the  Papaoy  which  had  been 
Msailed.  The  institution  of  the  Pro- 
paganda was  not,  and  never  had  been, 
merely  or  mainly  concerned  with  the 
Catholic  religion  in  Italy  and  for 
Italians — it  had  been  mainly  oonoemed 
with  the  Gafholic  religion  throughout 
tiie  world,  in  the  British  Empire  as 
much  as  dsewhere,  and,  in  fact,  in  the 
British  Empire  more  than  in,  perhaps, 
1^  the  other  nations  of  the  world.  It 
was  an  institution,  in  the  first  place,  for 
promoting  the  missionary  enterprize  for 
the  conversion  of  the  heathen  ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  an  institution  for  carry- 
ing on,  and  aiding  the  carrying  on,  the 
Oatholio  religion  in  all  countries.  Its 
funds  had  been  supplied  by  the  contri- 
butions of  Oatholios  throughout  the 
whole  world,  the  endowments  were 
formed,  and  the  securities  for  their  pro- 
ductive investment  were  taken  and  es- 
tablished entirely  with  a  view  to  its  in- 
ternational oharaotw.  The  Propaganda 
was  founded,  in  a  geognphioal  sense, 
on  Italian  soil,  whiob  was  now  under  the 
established  Goremment  of  the  Sardinian 
dynasty ;  but  the  creation  of  a  temporal 
Chovemment  in  Italy  in  no  way  took 
away  the  international  character  of  the 
great  institution  which  long  preceded 
the  Sardinian  dynasty  in  Italy.  It  was 
necessaiT  for  the  world  before  the  Sar- 
dinian dynasty  was  established,  and  it 
was  just  as  necessary  for  the  world  to- 
day ;  it  was  an  institution  which  in  an 
especial  degree  concerned  the  Catholic 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty  in  the  British 
Empire,  and  that  simply  arose  from  the 
fact  of  the  enormous  Colonial  Empire 
ruled  by  Her  Majesty.  Throughout 
India,  throughout  large  portions  of  the 
British  Empire,  in  consequence  of  the 
historic  circumstances  at  home,  millions 
of  Catholics  had  been  and  were  vastly 
dependent  upon  the  disoharge  and  fnU 
liberty  of  the  teaching  fiuutifflu  of  Hktm 


Caiuroh — upon  tiie  eomplete  liberty  erf 
the  institubon  of  the  Saored  Congrega- 
tion of  the  Propaganda.  Now,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Olonmel  (Mr.  A.  Moore) 
brought  this  question  forward  in  the 
House  on  two  occasions  in  February 
last,  and  called  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  gravity  of 
the  proceedings  that  were  about  to  take 
place  in  Italy ;  and,  in  reply,  the  Prime 
Minister  expreesed  himself  with  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  that  large  and  oopioos 
language  which,  perhaps,  was  the  most 
useful  kind  of  language  for  giving  ex- 
pression to  ojnnions  that,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  it  was  not  desirable  too  de- 
finitely to  express.  But,  at  any  rate,  one 
promise  was  made  by  the  Premier  on 
the  18th  of  Feln-uary  last-— namely,  that 
the  British  Ambassador  in  Italy  wonld 
take  eve^  opportunity  to  maintain  and 
support  the  claims  of  the  Oatholio  sab- 
jects  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  On 
that  occasion,  the  right  hon.  Cbntiemaa 
said  that — 

*'  Sir  John  Lamley  will  be  inrtroctod  to  use 
hifl  good  offices  in  the  matter,  in  case  be  sfaoiUd 
Bee  any  opening  for  that  purpofe." —  (3  Sa»- 
terd,  I2S4]  1200.) 

Whether  openings  for  that  purpose  had 
occurred  or  not,  there  was  issued  the 
other  day  a  Decree  of  the  Italian  High 
Court  bringing  the  construction  of  ue 
Propaganda  under  the  ordinary  lav 
with  regard  to  Ecclesiastical  Corpora- 
tions in  Ireland.  That  Decree  had  been 
in  operation  ever  sinoe,  and  at  any  time 
since  the  British  Govermnent  was  avare 
of  the  strength  of  feelin^of  all  Oattabiica 
on  the  subject  the  British  Ambassador 
eonld  and  ought  to  have  made  serions 
representations  on  the  matter.  Instead 
ofanyrepresentations  having  been  made, 
the  Premier  to-day  reiterated,  but  in  a 
somewhat  different  form,  the  answer  he 
gave  last  week,  the  gist  of  which  was 
that  the  British  Ambassador  bad,  down 
to  the  present,  done  no  single  thing 
whatever  towards  safeguarding  the 
rights  of  the  Catholics  at  large,  and  of 
British  Catholics  in  partioul^,  on  the 
international  question  of  the  interna- 
tional institution  of  the  Propaganda. 
To-day  the  language  of  ihs  Premier 
certainly  displayed  an  improvement 
upon  his  former  answers,  becaose  to- 
day he  distinctly  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  whole  question  was  an  Italian 
legal  question ;  his  answer  implied  tiiat 
the  whole  impovtanoe  of  this  iiutiteliaB 
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of  unirersal  Catholicism  was  dependent 
upon  a  private  local  law  of  one  par- 
ticular nation  —  namely,  the  Italian 
nation.    Why,  following  the  view  ex- 

fressed  by  the  Premier  to-day,  if  the 
taliaa  High  Court  ohose  to  bring  the 
Papacy  itself,  which  was  undoubtedly 
a  Corporation  tola,  under  the  law  re- 
gardrng  Ecclesiastical  Corporations  in 
Italy  they  could  do  so.  The  would  just 
hare  as  much  legal  claim,  to  come  to  an 
opinion  of  that  sort  with  regard  to  the 
Papacy  itself,  as  they  would  in  regard  to 
this  necessary  and  inseparable  portion 
of  the  Fapai^,  the  institution  of  the 
Propaganda.  The  rer^  first  Ainction  of 
the  ufanrch  was  toteaoh  all  nations,  and 
the  College  of  the  Propaganda  was 
specially  an  institution  for  that  uni- 
versal and  world-wide  purpose ;  and  if 
the  Italian  High  Court  could  do  what 
it  ^eased  with  the  College  of  the  Pro- 
paganda, it  could,  with  exactly  as  much 
legal  right,  declare  that  the  Papacy  was 
an  Italian  Corporation,  that  the  Pope 
was  an  Italian  Bishop,  and  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Catholic  subjects  of  Her 
Majea^,  against  even  the  most  violent 
interference  with  Hhe  direct  spiritual 
authority  of  the  Pope,  might  be  answered 
by  some  future  Premier  that  that  was 
an  Italian  legal  question.  That  was  the 
position  aeainst  which  Catholics  pro- 
tested, and  he  begged  to  remind  the 
Premier  that  there  were  no  divided 
eonnsels  in  this  matter  amongst  Catho- 
lios.  The  question  had  been  raised  by 
Oatholio  Members  of  the  House,  who 
sat  amongst  the  usual  supporters  of  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemmeut ;  and  only  a  few 
days  ago  the  Party  who  followed  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell)  passed,  in  the  most  emphatic 
and  solemn  way,  a  request  to  that  hon. 
Member  to  bring  forward  this  question 
on  behalf  of  their  Body ;  so,  whether 
Catholic  Members  sat  on  the  Opposition 
or  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House, 
there  was  absolute  unanimity  upon  the 
gravity  of  this  question  affecting  Catho- 
lic interests  throughout  the  British  Em- 
pire. He  (Mr.  O'Dounell)  quoted  to- 
day from  a  dmpatch  which,  in  reply  to 
a  Petition  of  the  Ytcar  Apostolic  at 
Gibraltar,  was  sent  by  the  Elarl  of  Kim- 
barley  to  the  Governor  at  Gibraltar,  on 
the  16th  of  January,  1871.  Jnst  before 
that  data  Borne  had  been  seized  by  the 
Italian  troops,  and  the  Yicar  Apostolic 
at  Gibraltar  had  sent  in  a  Petition  to 


Her  Majesty's  Government  for  some 
assurance  with  regard  to  the  freedom 
and  security  of  the  Papal  Amotions. 
The  Earl  of  Kamberley,  in  his  repfy,  dis- 
tinctly oekuowledged  that — 

"  The  deep  interest  which  is  felt  hy  many 
millionB  of  Her  Majosty'a  subjects  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Pope  renders  all  that  concerns  his 
personal  dignity,  and  independence,  and  free- 
dom to  ezerciae  his  spiritual  functions,  fit  snb- 
jects  for  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  they  have  not  failed  to  take  such 
steps  as  are  in  their  power  to  afford  to  the  Pope 
the  means  of  security  in  case  of  need." 

So  far  did  Her  Majesty's  Government 
go  in  1871.  It  was  imposBible  to  con- 
ceive anything  more  essential  to  Uie 
freedom  to  exercise  the  Pope's  fmiritual 
functions  than  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
paganda, and  the  declaration  of  the 
British  Government  in  1871  absolutely 
and  entirely  covered  the  security  of  the 
Propaganda.  Now,  only  13  years  after 
that  dectaratdon  contained  in  the  de- 
spatch of  the  Earl  of  Kimberley,  they 
had  the  Premier  stating  that  this  in- 
finitely grave  question  of  the  Propa- 
ganda was  a  mere  Italian  legal  ques- 
tion ;  and,  so  far  from  there  being  any 
acknowledgment  that  it  was  a  matter 
which  required  the  notice  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  they  were  told  that 
during  all  the  months  that  had  passed 
the  British  Government  had  not  seen  an 
opportunity  for  calling  any  attention 
whatever  to  the  matter.  Of  course,  he 
did  not  wish  to  use  any  language  to 
which  the  Premier  might  reasonably 
object;  he  intended  to  confine  himself 
strictly  to  exposing  the  important  facts 
of  the  case.  At  the  same  time,  there 
was  a  remarkable  difference  between 
the  declaration  of  Her  Majesty's  Goveri^- 
ment  13  years  ago,  that  everything 
affecting  the  freedom  of  the  Pope  to 
exercise  his  spiritual  authority  and 
functions  was  of  the  utmost  concern  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  their 
present  declaration  that  their  Ambassa- 
dor had  not  found  an  opportunity  of 
uttering  even  a  word  of  protest  in  this 
most  important  matter  of  the  Propa- 
ganda. There  was  a  vast  and,  appa- 
rently, inexplicable  difference  between 
the  two  declarations.  He  did  not  know 
whether  that  difference  oould  be  at  all 
explained  by  the  course  reoent  delicate 
n^;otiations  had  taken.  If  he  remem- 
bered aright,  the  Premier  had  admitted 
that  the  solitary  European  Government 
which  Buppcnrted  him  in  thesecent  Coa- 
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feraioe  fiatet        ihe  Italian  Gorent- 

ment.  ["And  the  Turkish !  "]  But 
the  Premier  would  be  the  very  last  man 
to  admit  that  the  Turkish  Goremment 
could  be  considered  an  important  Euro- 
pean Goremment.  He  (Mr.  O'Donnell) 
confined  himself  to  the  Italian  Gorem- 
ment, whioh,  properly  speaking,  vas, 
after  all,  the  only  European  Govern- 
ment which  could  be  quoted  in  that  cou- 
nection.  The  complaint  Catholics  had 
to  make  was  that  if  the  Goremment  of 
King  Humbert  claimed  to  deal  with  the 

f)roperty  of  the  Propaganda,  as  a  re- 
igious  Corporation,  wey  might  just  as 
legally  claim  to  deal  wiUi  any  other  por- 
tion ol  the  property  adminietered  by  the 
Papacy.  He  did  not  go  at  all  into  the 
neation  of  the  amount  of  km  that  had 
een  inflicted,  or  that  might  be  inflicted 
upon  the  Propaganda  by  the  measures 
of  the  Italian  Goremment.  He  was 
content  with  arguing  the  question  on 
principle.  He  found  that  an  Italian 
High  Court,  interpreting  an  Italian 
local  law,  had  ventured  to  declare  that 
that  Italian  local  law  dealt  with  the  en- 
dowments of  an  institution  of  universal 
Catholicism,  and  he  protested  against 
inch  a  declaration.  The  carrying  out 
of  that  declaration  would  be  fatal  to  the 
freedom  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  all 
its  parts  and  functions.  If  the  Propa- 
ganda could  be  despoiled  at  the  domi- 
nation of  the  High  Court,  the  High 
Court  might  put  forth  an  Itfldian  secular 
daim  to  all  the  contents  of  the  storied 
halls  of  the  Papw^.  It  was  for  these 
reasons  that  fae  had  taken  the  oppor- 
tuni^,  on  tiie  Vote  which  inolnded  the 
salary  of  the  British  Ambassador  at 
Borne,  to  call  attention  to  what  was  un- 
doubted neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
Terament  of  the  Ambassador — he  left  it 
to  them  to  settle  between  themselves 
whether  it  was  the  Goremment  or  the 
Ambassador  who  was  the  more  at  fault 
in  the  matter.  The  Committee  could 
not  close  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  a 
Catholic  institution,  in  no  way  local,  in 
no  way  merely  national,  in  no  way 
merely  territorial,  had  been,  with  the 
consent  of  Her  Majesty's  CK>remment, 
who  were  bound  to  guard  the  religious 
interests  of  all  the  subjects  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty, made  liable  to  the  application  of 
an  Italian  local  law,  and  might  have  its 
property  dealt  with  in  this  fashion  to- 
dinr  and  in  that  fashion  to-morrow. 
"Wnen  the  Goremment  admitted  the 


daim  of  the  Italian  law  Oonit  to  deal 
with  this  nnirersal  institution  of  the 
Church,  they  destroyed  the  value  of  the 
declaration  which,  eren  as  late  as  1871, 
they  made  to  a  spokesman  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Catholic  subjects  that  ererything 
that  concerned  the  free  exercise  of  the 
spiritual  functions  of  the  Fapat^  was, 
and  must  remain,  a  subject  for  the 
notice  of  Her  Majeefy'a  Government. 
He  had  to  propoee  the  omission  from 
the  Vote  of  the  item  which  represented 
the  salary  of  the  British  Ambaluador  at 
the  Court  of  Some,  who,  bound  on  be- 
half of  his  Goremment  to  protect  the 
interests  of  all  British  subjects,  had 
most  glaringly  failed  to  disduige  hia 
duty  with  re^ird  to  the  Cath<dic  anb- 
jects  of  Her  Hf^esiy,  in  a  matter  (^  the 
most  vital  importance  to  their  religion. 
This  was  a  subject  in  which  alt  parties 
were  interested.  Personally,  he  ahonld 
be  just  as  emphatic  if  an  institution  of 
unirersal  Protestantism,  or  a  universal 
missionary  euterprize.eetablished and  en- 
dowed by  the  contributionsof  sincere  Pro- 
testantsthroughoutthe  world,  were  ceased 
or  confiscated  by  a  Government,  no  mat- 
ter whioh.  Every  institution  must  have 
some  local  basis,  must  be  under  some 
roof,  and  within  some  walls.  This  was 
a  question  of  unirersal  justice — ^it  was 
a  question  of  universal  religion.  No- 
thing more  was  required  by  any  Catho- 
lic subject  of  Her  Majesty  than  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should  main- 
tain the  interaati<mal  obsracter  of  the 
PMpaganda,  and  distinctly  r^nse  to 
consider  that  that  international  institu- 
tion waa  to  be  confounded  wiUl  tiie 
more  local  and  more  national  institu- 
tions sach  as  local  Bishoprics  or  con- 
ventual establtshments.  against  whose 
spoliation  Catholics  might  jnstly  pro- 
tCBt ;  but  which  spoliation  differed  very 
widely  from  the  grave  injury  inflicted 
on  the  Sacred  Institution  oi  the  Pxopa- 
ganda. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
*'  That  tbe  Item  of  £7,000.  for  the  Ssluy  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Bome,  be  omitted 
from  tbe  proposed  Vote."— (JTr.  <yi>oiuiai.) 

Mb.  MOOHE  said,  that  they,  the 
Catholic  subjects  of  Her  Majesty, 
1U,000,000  in  number,  had  ereir  rea- 
son to  be  thankfhl  to  his  hon.  Frimd 
(Mr.  ODonndl)  for  having  brought  this 
question  forward,  nieyhad  hiwltobe 
tnankful  to  the  hon.  Member  <m  other 
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oooasions,  altliongb,  perhaps,  his  worda 
vere  not  always  aooeptable  in  every 
quarter.  This  was  probably  owing  to 
the  foot  that  his  words  were  sometimes 
armed,  like  a  dart,  with  barbs,  and  car- 
ried consternation  into  the  ranks  of  his 
opponents.  He  (Mr.  Moore),  for  his 
own  part,  could  only  admire  the  f^reat 
ability  and  great  thought  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber always  brought  to  bear  on  these 
matters.  It  was  a  great  matter  of  re- 
gret that  no  Cabinet  Minister  thought 
it  worth  his  while  to  be  present  on  this 
occasion  ;  but,  no  doubt,  the  noble  Lord 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afffldra  would  give  them  whatever 
consolation  was  in  his  power,  but 
they  had  a  right,  when  a  question  of 
suf^t  importance  as  this  was  under 
disouseion,  to  expect  a  proper  answer 
from  a  Cabinet  Minister.  If  there 
was  no  prospect  of  their  beiog  favoured 
vitb  such  an  answer,  it  might  be 
necessary  for  them  to  move  to  report 
Progress.  What  he  ( Mr.  Moore ) 
wished  to  say  was  that  in  the  early  part 
of  the  Session  the  Prime  Minister 
pledged  himself  that  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  in  Borne  would  use  every  efifort 
wbioh  lay  in  his  power,  and  would  avail 
himself  of  every  opportunity  which  pre- 
sented itself,  to  exercise  influence  upon 
the  Italian  Oovemment  in  the  interest 
of  the  Catholic  subjects  of  the  Queen. 
What  they  wished  to  ask  now  was,  whe- 
tiier  these  good  offices  had  been  used, 
and  whether  anything  bad  been  done  to 

Sroteot  or  aaf^fnard  Hia  intereetB  of 
ritish  Catholics  ?  Was  the  noble  Lord 
in  a  position  to  lay  any  Papers  on  the 
Table,  or  to  give  any  information  on  the 
subject  ?  He  sbould  like  to  know,  in 
particular,  what  was  going  to  be  done 
with  the  property  of  the  ^npaganda — 
was  it  going  to  be  converted  into  State 
bonds,  objectionable  as  they  were,  or  was 
the  "  conversion  "  only  an  euphemistic 
phrase  by  which  a  more  extensive  pro- 
oess  of  confiscation  was  covered  ?  Aj9  he 
was  informed,  or,  rather,  as  he  had 
found  in  the  columns  of  Tk»  Ttm$»  one 
morning,  this  process  of  conversion 
amounted  in  reality  to  a  process  of  con- 
fisoalion.  Early  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
rnary  there  appeared  in  Th»  Tmu  details 
as  to  how  the  proeees  of  ao-o^ed  oon- 
Teraum  #a8  carried  out  The  Corre- 
spondent wrote — 

<*The  nuumor  of  loooeediog  U  tliis.  It  was 
flnt  decided  that  a  vpecial  daty,  for  preliminary 


ezpeoMB  of  SO  per  cent,  shonld  be  imposed  on 
the  matfl." 

That  was  to  keep  the  lawyen  in  a 
good  humour — 

"To  thia  30  per  cent  was  added  a  trantfar 
daty  of  4  per  cent,  from  which  mortmain  pro- 
perty had  been  exempt,  and  8  per  cent  for  und 
tax,  making  in  all  40  per  cent.  Then  a  progre»- 
sive  duty  has  been  impoaed  forthebeaent  <h  the 
Governmental  Eecleaiartieal  Fond— a  doty  be- 
gionicg  with  IS  per  cent  on  10,000  nanos 
revenne,  and  amounting  op  to  40  or  £0  per  osni 
onU^lvsama.*' 

"Well,  they  could  judge  whether  the 
term  "  confiscation"  was  justified — whe- 
ther it  lay  with  him  to  use  such  a  term 
as  a  true  description  of  what  was  takiug 
place  in  Italy — when  they  read  the  re- 
mainder of  this  paragraph.  Tkt  Timt$ 
Correspondent  went  on  to  say — 

"The  result  ia  that  a  Biehoprio  of  40,000 
fi&ncs  has  been  reduced  to  I2,fi00  francs,  a 
second  of  60,000  francs  to  18,000  franca,  and  a 
third  of  160,000  franca  to  24,000  franca.  The 
Governments  interested  in  the  12,000,000  or 
16,000,000  franca  of  the  Propaganda  think 
that  this  convernon  moch  resemblea  a  confisca- 
tion, and  wish  to  be  informed  on  the  snbject." 

Had  the  Government  adopted  any  means 
to  ascertain  what  was  taking  place  in 
Borne  in  regard  to  this  institution — ^in 
wbiob  the  Irish  Members  were  so  deeply 
interested?  Before  he  left  the  question 
of  finance  he  might  add  that,  supposinf 
the  transaction  he  had  described  took 
place,  these  regions  bodies  would  be  paid 
in  State  paper — ^per  inscribed  "  Ntl$ 
ffrau  hbro  a$i  itltto  tPItaha,"  whatever 
diat  mu^t  mean — ^belonging  to  the 
Italian  Consolidated  Fond.  The  value 
of  this  paper  wm  pretty  well  known. 
The  Italian  people  were  ground  down 
to  the  full  extent  they  could  possibly 
bear ;  and  if  Italy  sboidd  at  any  time  be 
involved  in  a  war,  or  any  internal  erup- 
tion, the  bonds  would  at  once  decrease 
in  value  50  or  60  per  cent.  They  were 
not  to  be  paid  in  cash,  and  were  to  be 
inscribed  in  the  "Ghraud  Book  of  the 
Debt  of  Italy."  A  very  "  grand  book  " 
it  was !  The  position  of  the  Irish 
Members  in  this  matter,  and  why  they 
claimed  the  protection  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  Catholics  of  the  country 
and  the  protection  of  the  Government  to 
whose  Revenue  th^  oontributed,  was 
this.  They  numberod — ^Her  Majesigr'a 
Catholic  aubjeets — lOtOOO.OOO,  and  we 
Propaganda  was  Uie  diiect  means  of 
communicatiini  between  theae  and  the 
Holy  See.  As  a  matter  of  &ot,  for  the 
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spiritoal  rabjeetfl  of  the  Holj  See  in 

this  country  the  Propaganda  vas  no 
missionary  inatitution.  It  was  the 
absolute  and  direct  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  Holy  See  and 
its  spiritual  subjects,  and  as  such  had 
been  assured  to  them  by  the  Memo- 
randum of  the  8th  of  September.  1870, 
received  from  M.  Blanc,  of  the  Italian 
Foreign  Office,  and  forwarded  to  Earl 
Oranville  by  Sir  Augustus  Paget.  All 
the  ecclesiastical  business  between  the 
Catholic  Bishops  of  this  country  and  the 
Holy  See  was  transaeted  through  the 
Propaganda — and  transacted  absolutely 
free  of  cost  to  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 
Questions  of  discipline,  questions  of 
Ohurch  management,  and  a  great  many 
other  questions  were  referred  to  the 
Propaganda;  and  the  asmsta&ce  of  law- 
yers, tranalatora,  printers,  and  skilled 
experts  were  obtained  through  it  free  of 
eost.  If  the  property  of  the  Propaganda 
were  confiscated,  these  oosts  would  in  the 
future  be  thrown  upon  Her  Majesty's 
subjects,  in  distiuot  violation  of  their 
rights  and  freedom  of  association  with 
the  Holy  See.  This  could  not  be  too 
clearly  understood.  Apart  entirely  from 
its  relations  with  England  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Boman  Oatholio  subjects  in  these 
countries,  the  Propaganda  was  also  the 
great  focus  and  centre  of  missionary  en- 
terprize.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  O'Don- 
nell)  had  spoken,  eloquently  enough, 
of  the  interest  which  every  civilized 
nation  in  the  world  justly  took  in  this  in- 
stitution ;  but  no  country  had  a  greater 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  these 
pioneers  of  oivilisation  than  England, 
the  greatest  Mafaomedan  oonntry  — 
taking  into  consideration  their  Eastern 
Possessions — in  the  world.  The  Propa- 
ganda sent  forth  missionaries,  and  to  the 
valuable  services  of  these  men  he  could 
testify.  He  had  seen  a  man  broken 
down  in  health,  worn  out  with  inter- 
mittent fever,  returning  to  Some  after 
a  residence  of  80  years  in  equatorial 
Africa,  with  the  people  of  King  John  of 
Abyssinia.  This  man  had  been  turned 
out  of  the  country  at  a  moment's  notice, 
and  had  been  oompelled  to  travel  all  the 
way  from  Abyssinia  to  Khartoum  with- 
out equipage  or  OBCort  of  any  kind.  But 
the  missionary  aspect  of  the  question 
was  one  which,  perhaps,  would  have  leas 
weight  with  the  Foreign  Office  than  that 
involving  the  rights  and  liberties  oi 
Her  Majesty's  subjects.   The  question 


was  a  very  plain  one.  As  he  had  Mi4i 
for  bis  co-religi<niist8  the  Pnipag8it& 
was  the  Holy  See — their  direct  meau 
of  communicating  with  the  Papacy.  The 
Memorandum  received  from  H.  Blanc, 
and  forwarded  to  Earl  Granville  by 
Sir  Augustus  Paget,  contained  these  ^ 
words — 

"  The  Italian  Oovemment  enarantees  on  its 
territory,  (a.)  The  liber^  of  comnmiucatiM 
between  the  Sorereign  Pontiff,  and  Fomgn 
States,  dei^,  and  peoples,  (h.)  The  Italua 
Goreroment  eogaged  to  preserve  all  the  inatita* 
tioDB,  offices,  and  ecclesiastical  bodies,  aod  thtir 
official!  existing  at  Rome.  The  Goveromoil 
engages  to  preserve  entire,  and  without  sobjeet* 
ing  them  to  special  taxes,  all  the  ecclesiutical 
[>roperties  whose  revenue*  belong  to  ecdesai. 
tical  charges,  offices,  corporations,  iutitatci, 
and  bodies  having  their  seat  at  Rome.  Hkm 
Articles  woald  be  considered  a  public  bi>Utenl 
contract,  and  would  form  Uie  subject  of  u 
agreement  with  the  Powers  having  OattKdie 
mbjeots." 

The  Memorandum  contained  an  acoomt 
of  the  various  negotiations  which  hsd 
taken  place  as  to  the  settlement  of  the 
question  of  the  temporal  power,  and  gsre 
a  ritumi  of  the  points  which  had  been 
from  time  to  time  considered.  The  tenns 
of  the  document  distinctly,  absolotelj, 
and  fully  covered  liberty  of  commmiica- 
tion  between  Her  Majesty's  Catholic 
subjects  and  the  Propaganda.  Nothing 
could  be  more  <^ear  than  the  pvomieee 
of  the  Italian  Oovemment  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  or  the  fact  thatthsy 
had  guaranteed  the  security  of  the  pro- 
perty of  this  institution,  and  had  dii- 
tincUy  declared  in  the  document  to 
which  he  referred  that  Her  Majes^s 
subjects  should  not  suffer.  And  yet  that 
guarantee  had  been  allowed  to  be  art 
aside,  and  the  obligatitniB  solemalf 
and  voluntarily  tendered  by  the  It^iat 
Government  had  been  directly  infrings^- 
He  did  not  know  what  answer  the  noUe 
Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  would 
be  able  to  give.  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  Prime  Minister  say  that  no  European 
or  other  Power  had  moved  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  believed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  labouring  under  some  misap- 
prehension on  that  point.  Oertainlyi 
there  had  been  a  Hesolution  of  Con-  ! 
ress,  and  the  American  Govemm«it 
ad  moved  in  the  matter.  He  also 
understood  that  the  German  (Oovemment 
had  been  moving ;  but  whether  that  was 
BO  or  not  it  was  not  so  easy  for  one  who 
was  altogether  outside  the  diplomattfl 
world  to  aay.  Xhis  much  vasqmteea^ 
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tain,  Hut  in  the  Memorandum  presented 
to  the  Bepresentatire  of  this  coimtry  in 
1870  a  distinct  arrangement  was  entered 
into  by  which  the  Italian  Government 
proposed  to  ^arantee  the  security  of  the 

Sroperty  of  the  Propaganda,  and  to  un- 
ertake  that  it  should  remain,  as  here- 
tofore, one  of  the  ornaments  of  the 
country  and  of  the  OathoHc  Church.  He 
hoped  and  trusted  to  hear  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  that,  at  least,  their 
interests  had  been  guarded;  that  the 
fullest  possible  information  would  be 
giveD  to  the  Committee  on  the  subject;  and 
that  the  Committee  would  be  thoroughly 
re-assured  that,  whatever  might  be  con- 
templated, steps  would  be  taken  with  the 
object  of  preventing  the  revenues  of  this 
most  ancient  College  from  being  con- 
fiscated for  secular  purposes. 

Mb.  MABUM  :  I  wish  to  supplement 
theolMervations  which  have  already  been 
offered.  In  addition  to  the  despatch  of 
the  Earl  of  Kimberley,  which  has  been 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
garvan(Mr.  0*DonneU),I  desire  to  read 
to  the  Committee  the  observations  of  a 
former  Prime  Minister,  of  strong  Pro- 
testant proclivitiee  and  of  strong  hand — 
I  mean  the  late  Lord  Palmerston.  They 
will  be  found  in  the  Correspondence  and 
the  Beports  furnished  to  this  House,  in 
1849,  of  the  Correspondence  with  Lord 
Normanby  and  the  Prince  Castelcioala, 
oontuning  three  important  propositions. 
Ist. — That  England,  on  account  of  her 
Boman  Catholic  subjects,  could  not  view 
with  indifference  what  was  passing  in 
the  Boman  States.  2nd. — That  she  de- 
sized  that  the  Pope  should  oooapy  an 
independent  temporal  position,  in  order 
HoAt  he  might  not  become  the  political 
instrument  of  any  one  European  Power. 
(See  also  Portalit  Ditoourt  Sur  Vorgand- 
tation  dao  oultet  Parit,  1845.)  3rd.— That 
the  position  of  the  Pope  differed  from 
that  of  the  Sovereigns,  as  he  was  elected 
by  the  College  of  Cardinals,  a  Body 
neither  national  in  its  constitution,  nor 
in  its  membership.  I  invite  the  British 
Government  to  study  these  propositions 
laid  downduriogtheexistenceof  the  Tem- 
poral Power,  and  the  Earl  of  Kimberley's 
despatch  applies  to  the  present  usurpa- 
tion interregnum.  I  lay  down  this  pro- 
position of  IntematiouEu  Law,  which  will 
be  found  amply  sustained  by  Sir  Bobert 
Phillimore  in  the  chapter  upon  "  Inter- 
vention "  in  his  Trtaiut  upon  inter- 
national Low  (Ed.  1883),  and  also  by  Sir 
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Travers  Twiss  in  his  work  nptm  the 
same  aubjeot,  published  this  rexj  year, 
1884— namely, 

*'That  mt«mational  endowment  made  with 
the  asseat  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  daring  the 
Temporal  Power,  end  maintained  from  the  period 
of  Uregory  XV,  by  absolute  SovOTeigns  dt  jtare. 
if  attempted  to  be  confiscated  hy  a  subeeqaeni 
Sovereign  nuper  id  facto  $t  noM  dt  Jurt,  oonsti* 
Btute  leffitimate  subject-matter  for  Ajubaua- 
dorial  f  uaotion." 

We  ask  no  intervention  as  to  Italian 
property,  or  Italian  institutions,  hnt  only 
in  reference  to  international  property 
acquired  and  maintained  under  the 
dynasties  of  absolute  Sovereigns  dsfaeU 
«t  de  jur« — ^the  most  ancient  and  vener- 
able in  the  world.  As  Lord  Maoaulay 
puts  it— 

"  The  proudest  Boyal  hoiues  are  hot  of  yes> 
terday  as  compared  with  the  long  line  of  Su- 
preme Fontiffs." 

This  view  is  set  forth  in  a  Beeoript  is- 
sued this  year  by  the  Propaganda,  and 
signed  by  Cardinal  Simeoni,  Prefect  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  Archbishop  of 
Tyre,  from  which  I  will  read  an  extract 
with  the  permisuott  of  the  Commit- 
tee— 

"Koflt  IlluBtrions  and  Bererend  Lord, — 
Your  Lordship  is  aware  of  the  judgment  pro- 
nounced on  the  2(Hli  of  January  last  Dy  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Cassation,  in  full  seasion,  on  the 
convertibility  of  the  property  of  this  Sacred 
Congregation.  According  to  that  dedsion» 
whi<^  has  been  already  sufficiently  judged  by 
public  opinion,  the  Propaganda  is  placed  on  a 
level  with  purely  local  ecclesiastical  inatitutioiu, 
and  is  therefore  subjected  to  the  operation  of 
the  law  for  thti  conversion  of  the  ^trimony  of 
such  institutions  existing  in  the  Soman  Pro- 
Tinoe  (Law  1873). 

"  Now,  as  jour  Lordship  is  already  aware,  the 
nature  of  this  institution,  moat  undoubtedly  in- 
ternational, is  altogether  different,  whether  we 
regard  the  character  of  the  misBion  entrusted  to 
it,  or  the  source  of  the  funds  which  oonstitute 
its  patrimonv.  The  Act  of  Foundation  by  which 
Gregory  XV,  of  holy  memory  commenoed  the 
magoiflcent  work,  this  glory  alike  of  the  Holy 
See  and  <rf  Italy,  and  the  series  of  Pontifical 
Constitutions  issued  with  regard  to  it  daring  the 
two  and  a-half  centuries  of  its  ezieteuce  throi^h 
the  most  violent  European  crisis,  has  made  it 
sufficiently  clear  to  the  whole  world  that  the 
Popes  established  this  institution  for  the  sc^e 
purpose  of  making  it  the  instrument  for  the 
efficacious  exercise  of  thnr  Apostolic  Ministry 
of  propagatiug  the  Faith  over  the  whole  face 
of  the  earth,  and  to  this  end  they  conferred  on 
it  the  most  ample  and  extraordinary  powers. 
To  secure  to  it  full  liberty  in  the  exercise  of  so 
sublime  an  office  they  themselves  were  the  first 
to  furnish  it  with  pecuniary  means,  and  with 
this  same  view  the  faithfol  of  all  nations  con- 
tributed to  increase  its  patrimony,  which  was 
destined  not  for  the  advantage  of  <Hte  nation 
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only  Vnt  for  tba  good  of  the  «ntir«  human 

race. 

"It  is,  therefore,  clearly  endent  that  the 
abore-mmtioDed  jadgment  doee  not  strike  at 
th«  property  of  a  pameularuiititiition,  but  in- 
jorei  the  capital  deatined  exolurivdy  to  the 
exenaie  of  the  Roman  Pontiff's  ApostoUo  Ui> 
nistry  of  convertiDg  the  nations  to  the  light  of 
faith  and  civilization.  It  causes  this  injury  as 
well  aa  by  exposiDg  the  Propaganda  to  the 
danger  of  seeing,  aotne  time  or  other,  the 
totaled  partial  loss  of  ita  property,  in  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  eventualities  which  are  not  impro- 
Dable,  as  also  by  makiug  the  payment  of  its 
fonds  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  parties  in 
power,  and  tho^fore  a  matter  of  the  most  de< 
plorable  uncertainty,  bat,  above  all,  by  depriv- 
ing it  of  the  free  disposal  of  ita  capital,  a  free- 
dom  whioh  is  absolutely  necessary  to  it,  on 
aooonnt  of  its  essential  character  m  initiating 
xeligioas  movements,  and  of  the  frequent  occa- 
sions on  which  it  has  to  meet  the  extraordinary 
needs  of  divers  misuons. 

'*  The  Holy  Father,  most  deeplj^  grieved  by 
this  new  and  fierce  attack  on  the  imprescripU 
iUe  rifl^ts  of  hia  ApostoUo  Offloe,  and  fore- 
seeing  the  aad  oonseqaences  that  will  arise  from 
the  conversation  of  the  actual  patrimony  of 
the  Sacred  Coogregation — a  patnmoay,  more- 
over, already  ahenated  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  Government,  pemcUnU  /tfa— feels  it  his  dnty 
to  ^vide  in  the  best  possible  way  for  the 
fotuz*  ■eonrity  of  so  desernne  an  institution. 
To  obtain  this  security  he  has  deigned  to  com- 
mand me  to  declare,  as  I  now  do  by  this  cir- 
cular, that  henceforth  the  administrative  seat  of 
the  Propaganda  for  all  donations,  legacies,  and 
offering,  by  which  the  piety  of  the  faithful 
may  wi^  to  meet  its  continual  and  heavy 
•xpanditun,  is  transferred  out  of  Italy.  And 
in  Mder  to  provide  for  tiie  greater  general  con- 
venience  it  has  been  decided  to  eetablieh  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  Centres  or  Procura- 
tions, where  the  offerings  of  the  faithful  may 
be  put  out  of  all  danger,  and  be  at  the  free  and 
independent  disposal  of  the  Sacred  Congrega- 
turn  nw  the  benefit  of  the  Missions.  The>ePro. 
euimtions  are  indicated  in  the  annexed  list,  with 
which,  as  wall  as  with  the  present  Circular, 
your  Lordship  will  make  all  the  faithful  confided 
to  yonr  care  acquainted.  1  shall  send  you  fur- 
ther instructions  when  neceesaiy.  The  Sacred 
Oongre^tion,  however,  cherishes  a  strong  hope 
that  this  new  blow  struck  at  the  Church,  far 
from  weakening  the  piety  of  Catholics,  will,  on 
the  contrary,  sumolate  them  to  meet,  with  ever- 
inorsaaing  generosity,  the  needs  of  the  Mission 
— needs  which  are  becoming  day  by  day  more 
imperative  and  more  numerous. 

"In  the  meantime  I  pray  God  to  preserve 
you,  &c. 

"  From  the  Propaganda,  March  10, 1884. 
"  Jdbit  CAantyaL  Snuoirt,  Frefeot, 
Abchbishop  of  Ttbb,  Secretary." 


Yienna 
Munich 
Paris 
Madrid 
Lisbon 


LIST  OF  PH00UBATI0N8. 
In  Eurc^M. 


At  the  Apostdio  Nnncatures. 


Mr.  Manm 


The  Hagoe— With  the  AiMMtolio  IntsnoMie. 
Belgium — With  the  Archbishop  of  Halines. 
Alalia— With  the  Agent  of  the  Sacred  Con- 
gregation. 

London— With  His  Kminmiw  th*  Cbxfiial 

Archbishop. 

Dublin — With  His  Eminenoa  the  Oazdinal 
Archbishop. 

Constantinople — With  the  Patriotic  Vicar  of 
the  Latins. 

In  Asia. 

B<wabay  'k 

Calcutta    >  With  tha  Vicar  Aportolio. 
Madras  J 

In  America. 

New  York— With  His  Eminence  the  Gar^oal 

Archbishop. 

S^e^"^  Iwittittieirre^TeAnii. 
Toronto  j  ^"^^I"- 

Rio  Janeiro— With  the  Apoetolic  Intemimcio. 
Buenos  AjTOB  \  With  the  Apostolic  Dele- 
Quito  f  gate. 

In  Oceanica. 
Sydney— With  the  Arafabiihc^ 
In  Africa. 

Algiers — With  His  Eminence  the  Oardioal 
Archbishop. 

N.B. — Whenever  distance  preranta  the  fkith- 
f ul  from  rsmitUcg  sums  to  tiie  abor*  oantzi^ 
they  can  address  tnemsalves  to  ih«r  own  Ordi- 
nary. 

The  Fope,  in  faia  last  Allocution  to  the 
Cardinal,  denounced,  in  rigoroas  terms, 
the  recent  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
Charch,  demanded  the  restitution  of  the 
Temporal  Pover,  and  protested  wiUi 
marked  warmth  against  the  judgement 
given  by  the  Italian  Courts  oonceraing 
the  property  of  the  Propaganda.  His 
Holiness  said  he  foresaw  fresh  attaeln 
upon  the  Papacy;  but  be  would  ever 
uphold  with  firmness  tiie  rights  of  the 
Hoiy  See.  The  United  States'  Minister 
in  Rome  has  telegraphed  that  the  recent 
judgment  of  the  Italian  Court  of  Ap- 
peal, regarding  the  oonversion  of  tfat 
real  property  of  the  Propi^anda  into 
Bente,  does  not  affect  the  American  Col- 
lege, which,  as  a  building  used  as  a 
seminsTy,  is  expressly  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  judgment.  Now,  the 
Pope  exercises  spiritual  jurisdiction  over 
millions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in 
her  Bealm,  "  upon  which  the  sun  never 
sets,"  and,  as  premier  Bishop  of  Obris- 
teadom,  he  is  even  Bishop  of  Westmin- 
ster Diocese,  wherein  Her  Majeety  re- 
sides ;  and  it  is  absolutely  essential  for 
the  full  and  complete  exerdse  of  the 
universal  Boman  Catholic  religion  that 
Uie  institution  of  the  Propaganda  be 
preserved.    In  fact,  the  principle  ol 
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nniTemlitr  is  intolved,  and  it  is 
now  assailed  by  tbe  Italian  Gk>Tera- 
ment,  no  doubt  designed  to  destroy 
Oatbolicism.  "We  call  upon  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gtoremment  to  sustain  us,  and 
to  protect  our  property  in  Eome,  now 
being  plundered  with  sacrilegious  hand 
by  the  rapacious  Italiau  Government  to 
supply  an  Exchequer,  beggared  by  the 
oppression  of  the  populations,  held  down 
by  huge  Military  and  Naval  Forces,  and 
ground  to  powder  by  taxation.  We  are 
not  mere  Tolunteers^  as  the  following 
dooament  exhibits : — 

"At  a  meetinv  of  the  ArcfalnBhopB  and 
Biahopfl  of  trelana,  held  in  Haynooth  Conege, 
on  the  2nd  of  July,  18B4,  it  waa  proposed  by 
the  Mort  Bev.  Dr.  Nulty,  Bishop  of  Sleath, 
seconded  hy  the  Mont  Rev.  Dr.  Bishop 
of  Baphoe,  and  resolved — 

"  lliat  wo  roqueat  Irish  MemherB  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  all  poUUcal  Partiee,  to  ma  their  in- 
floenoe  with  Her  Haieaty's  OoTemnaent  in 
■npport  of  the  letter  which  we  have  addreaaed 
to  Mr.  Gladatone,  requesting  him  to  take  all 
the  effective  steps  in  hie  power  to  prevent  the 
threatened  spoliation  of  the  property  of  the 
Propaganda,  in  which  «o  maoy  of  Her  Majesty's 
mlgeots  have  u  deep  interest. 

"To  E.  Mulhallen  Mantm,  Esq.,  LL.B., 
M.P.,  J.P.'  *' 

Now,  what  is  the  Italian  Government  ? 
The  arch-brigand,  Garibaldi — a  political 
Jack  Sheppard  —  was  expelled  from 
Koine  by  the  French  nation  exercising 
European  police.  Yet,  upon  the  same 
state  of  facts  and  International  Law,  the 
niuorupulous  Count  Cavonr  and  the  con- 
victed Carbonaro,  Panizzi,  and  his  com- 
rades— mere  Italian  Invincibles — pro- 
oeeded  to  usurpation,  sacrilege,  oonfinoa- 
tion,  and  robbery.  No  declaration  of 
war  was  made,  or  even  a  Manifesto, 
which,  according  to  the  overwhelming 
weightof  authority,  constitttted  a  distinct 
breach  of  International  Law.  In  Kent's 
Cmnmmtarie*  upon  Internatioml  Law 
all  the  authorities  are  cited  upon  this 
point.  Fuffendorf,  Ermignon,  andVattel 
are  clear  upon  the  subject,  and  even 
Grotius  and  Bynkersfaock  agree  that  a 
Manifesto  at  least  is  requisite.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  neither  the  Prime 
Minister  nor  a  pingle  Minister  of  the 
Grown  is  present — ^no  one  left  to  answer 
UB  but  an  Under  Secretary  for  State — 
not  a  single  Law  Officer — Eoglish  or 
Irish — is  present  to  reply  to  us.  This, 
as  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Moore),  com- 
plains, is  bad  treatment,  and  shows 
a  foregone  concluBion  which  X  protest 
wdemniy  against. 


LoBD  EDICOND  FITZMAT7BICE : 
I  am  well  aware  of  the  interest  which 
the  question  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarvan  (Mr.O^DonneU) 
excites  among  Her  Majesty's  Boman 
Catholic  subjects.  The  document  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  (Mr. 
Marum)  referred  to  as  having  been  cir- 
culated among  Members  of  the  House 
shows  the  importance  which  Boman 
Catholics  attach  to  tbe  question.  I 
make  this  admission,  because  I  feel  how 
totally  impossible  it  is  for  me  to  make 
any  additional  statement  to  that  which 
was  made  at  Question  time  to-day  by 
the  IVime  Minister.  The  position  of  the 
question  is  this — that  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Borne  was  instructed  to 
take  any  opportunity  that  might  offer 
of  making  a  friendly  representation  in 
connection  with  this  subject.  It  was, 
however,  felt  by  him — and  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  that  view— that  it  would  not 
be  wise  in  him  to  take  the  first  step ; 
but  rather  to  associate  himself  with  any 
action  that  might  be  taken  by  one  of 
the  Continental  Powers — one  of  those 
Boman  Catholic  nations  which  may  be 
said  to  be  more  immediately  interested 
in  the  question,  although,  no  doubt,  it 
is  a  question  in  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majeeiy's 
Boman  Catholic  subjects  in  every  part 
of  the  world,  are  bound  to  take  deep 
interest.  Nevertheless,  it  has  been 
thought  more  prudent  that  the  first  step 
should  be  taken  by  one  of  the  other 
Powers;  and,  as  far  as  Her  Majesty's 
(Government  have  been  informed,  at  this 
moment,  no  steps,  so  fax,  have  been 
taken.  I  speak,  however,  under  some 
disadvantage,  because  I  am  aware  that 
to-day,  about  the  time  I  left  the  Foreign 
Office,  a  despatch  had  arrived  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Rome ;  but  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
that  despatch,  although  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  it  gives  the  views  of  Her 
Majesty's  Bepreseutative,  and  explains 
the  reasons  why  he  has  hitherto  not  been 
able  to  take  any  step  in  the  matter. 
It  has  been  suggested,  in  the  conver- 
sation which  has  occurred,  that  Papers 
might  be  laid  upon  the  Table;  but,  of 
course,  I  cannot  undertake,  without  con- 
sulting the  Secretary  of  State,  to  say 
what  Papers  can  or  cannot  be  laid  upon 
the  Table.  I  will,  however,  as  it  will 
be  my  duty,  communicate  to  tbe  Saora- 
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torj  of  State  tiie  -wish  wMoh  lias  hew 
ezpresMd  by  hon.  Members,  that  the 
Oorreapondenoe  which  has  taken  plaoe 
upon  the  question  shall  be  laid,  as  far 
as  possible,  upon  the  Table. 

Me.  MOLLOY:  Will  the  noble  Lord 
be  able  to  give  us  the  contents  of  the 
despatch  he  has  referred  to,  to-morrow  ? 

Coed  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
I  will  do  the  best  I  can  to  give  the  House 
all  the  information  that  it  maybe  in  my 
power  to  give.  At  the  same  time  there 
are  some  points  which  have  been  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Olonmel  (Mr. 
Moore)  which  I  think  I  am  at  liberty  to 
touch  upon  now.  He  wants  to  know 
whether  this  is  an  absolute  measure  of 
confiscation,  or  whether  it  is  merely  that 
the  GoUwe  of  the  Propaganda  is  merely 
to  be  under  the  obligation  to  invest  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  its  lands  in  the 
Italian  funds  ?  As  flu  as  I  understand 
the  question  there  has  been  no  absolute 
confiscation,  but  merely  a  change  of 
investment.  I  understood  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  indulge  in  some  merriment  at 
the  expense  of  the  credit  of  the  Italian 
Government,  and  it  has  been  said  that 
the  securities  in  which  the  College  have 
been  required  to  invest  the  proceeds  of 
their  sales  of  land  are  not  good  invest- 
ments ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  the  credit  of  the 
Italian  Government  has  been  steadily 
rising' of  late  years;  and  if  the  College 
of  the  Propaganda  Fide  is  obliged  to  in- 
vest the  proceeds  of  its  sales  of  land 
in  Italian  securities,  it  will  have  been 
compelled  to  invest  them  in  very  good 
seouritieB.  As  I  have  said,  the  commer- 
cial credit  of  the  Italian  Gh>vemment 
has  been  steadily  rising;  the  Italian 
Stocks  have  been  increasing  in  value ; 
Italian  paper  has  reached  par,  and  not 
long  ago  the  Government  succeeded  in 
withdrawing  their  paper'  currency  from 
circulation,  and  substituting  specie  pay- 
ments. All  these  things  go  to  the  credit 
of  the  Italian  Government,  and  they 
show  that  the  condition  of  things  in 
Italy  is  steadily  improving.  On  the  other 
hand,  hon.  Members  say,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly true,  that  in  some  portions  of  Italy 
there  has  been  a  heavy  taxation  upon 
the  land ;  but  if  the  College  of  the  Pro- 
paganda is  compeUed  to  sell  its  landed 
property,  and  to  invest  in  the  general 
securities  of  the  Italian  Government,  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  change 
of  investment  will  be  very  itguriouB 


to  the  Oollege.  The  word  "interna- 
tional" has  been  fredy  need  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion ;  but  is  this  in- 
stitution really  international,  in  the  full 
sense  of  the  word  ?  Has  it  been  fuUy 
recognized  as  an  international  institu- 
tion by  Treaties  and  Conventions,  and 
are  Institutions  to  be  regarded  as  in- 
ternational that  are  only  so  oonsidered 
upon  notions  based  rather  upon  interna- 
tional morality  than  International  Law  ? 
Of  course,  I  do  not  feel  myself  capable 
of  competing  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last  in  that  knowledge  of  civil 
and  canonical  law,  of  which  he  is  eo 
great  a  master.  I  shrink,  therefore, 
from  engaging  either  in  an  eoclesiastioal 
argument  wiUi  the  hon.  Member.  All 
I  will  say  with  reference  to  the  alleged 
international  diaractor  of  the  College 
of  the  Propaganda  is  that  I  cannot 
think  it  is  quite  correct  to  say  that 
it  is  an  uncontested  fact.  No  doubt,  it 
has  an  international  character,  in  one 
sense— namely,  that  many  nations  are 
interested  in  it ;  but  the  term  "  interna- 
tional character  "  is  rather  a  fine-drawn 
expression.  I  will  not,  however,  dwell 
too  much  upon  that  point ;  but  all  I  will 
say  is  that  I  will  prefer  to  wait  until  I 
have  read,the  despatch,  which,  I  under- 
stand, has  arrived  to-day,  before  giving 
any  more  definite  information.  If,  after 
I  have  read  it,  I  find  that  I  can  give 
hon.  Members  further  information,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  shall  be  most  happy 

to  do  BO. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  the  matter  before 
the  Committee  was  one  of  very  con- 
siderable delicacy;  and  he  scarcely 
thought  it  right  that  it  should  have 
been  met  by  the  noble  Lord  by  an  as> 
sertion  that  he  was  unable  to  give  satis- 
factory assurances,  because  a  despatch 
from  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  bad 
only  reached  the  Foreign  Office  that 
day,  and  he  had  been  unable  to  read  it. 
At  the  same  time,  it  was  only  right  to 
say  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Famell),  who  had 
been  requested  by  his  Party  to  bring 
forward  this  question,  had  only  been 
stopped  from  doing  so  by  reason  of  a 
communication  which  had  reached  him 
from  very  distinguished  members  of'  the 
Catholic  Church,  who  informed  him  that 
it  was  not  considered  desirable  the  ques- 
tion should  be  raised  in  the  House  of 
Commons  until  further  informatifaL  had 
been  received.   The  lum.  Member  tax 
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Dang^arvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell),  who  was 
not  in  possession  of  that  information, 
and  who  was  not  acting  with  the  Party 
of  which  the  hon.  Member  for  tbe  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  was  the  Leader, 
had,  however,  chosen  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion on  his  own  responsibility  ;  and,  of 
course,  a  debate  had  arisen  in  conse- 
quence under  circumstances  of  some  in- 
oonveDience.  He  believed  it  to  be  the 
case  that  the  Foreign  Office,  in  their 
action  in  this  matter,  had  allowed  them- 
selvea  to  be  guided  altogether  by  the 
action  of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  somewhat  re- 
grettable ciroumstance  that  the  Foreign 
OflSce  of  Her  Majesty— Her  Majesty's 
Government  being,  at  least,  a  Christian 
Power— should  have  allowed  their  steps 
to  wait  apon  the  action  of  the  other 
European  Powers.  He  had  no  wish  to 
say  anything  disrespectful  to  any  of  the 
Powers  or  Governments  of  Europe,  be- 
cause in  such  an  Assembly  as  that  it 
was  desirable  to  observe  the  amenities 
of  debate  with  regard  to  them  ;  hut  thin 
much  be  desired  to  say,  at  all  events — 
that  the  Gbverument  of  the  Queen  stood 
upon  an  entirely  different  basis  in  deal- 
ing with  a  question  of  this  kind  from 
that  which  any  other  of  the  European 
Powers  occupied.  So  far  as  ho  was 
aware,  there  had  never  been  any  inter- 
natiomd  conflict  within  the  last  200 
years — at  least,  in  this  country — with 
respect  to  religious  questions.  Beligious 
disputes  and  conteoTersies  in  this  coun- 
try had,  to  a  large  extent,  died  away 
and  disappeared,  and  Her  Majesty  en- 
joyed the  loyalty  and  support,  not  merely 
in  Great  Britain,  but  in  the  Colonies  as 
well,  of  millions  of  Boman  Catholic 
oitisene ;  and  the  exceptional  support 
they  gave  to  the  cause  of  the  College  of 
the  Pro^ganda  was  on  a  totally  diffe- 
rent footing.  Most  of  the  heated  acer- 
bities of  religious  and  sectarian  contro- 
versy had  disappeared.  While  there 
might  be  still  some  remnants  of  them  in 
Ireland,  so  far  as  England  was  con- 
cerned, what  he  might  term  the  more 
bilious  form  of  them  had  vanished.  No- 
body, therefore,  in  this  country,  would 
have  been  offended  in  the  slighteet  de- 
gree if  Her  Majesty's  OoTemment  had 
made  respectful  representations  to  the 
Italian  Ck>urt  on  this  subject.  In  view 
of  that  fact,  and  seeing  that  none  of  the 
BoaoeptibilitieB  of  the  Protestant  subjects 
Her  Majesty  were  offended,  he  con- 


sidered that  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador 
stood  upon  a  different  footing  from  the 
Representative  of  any  other  Power. 
Therefore,  when  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment said  that  no  other  Power  had  in- 
terfered, there  was  no  force  whatever  in 
that  argument.  The  state  of  things  was 
altogether  different;  and,  probably,  if 
France,  or  Spain,  or  Austria  had  inter- 
fered, there  were  arrogant  and  intolerant 
persons  who,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  they  were  Catholic  Powers,  would 
at  once  have  condemned  the  Government 
for  the  action  they  might  bave  taken. 
That  being  so,  and  the  persons  who  in- 
dulged in  criticism  and  found  fault  being 
persons  on  whose  support  the  Govern- 
ment generally  depended,  the  Govern- 
ment would  themselves  have  been 
stopped  from  taking  action;  but  the 
same  state  of  things  did  not  apply  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  nut  have  been  found  fault  witli 
by  any  body  of  men  on  either  aide  of 
the  House  if  they  had  considered  it  ne- 
cessary to  take  action  in  the  matter.  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  humiliating 
position  for  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  assume  that  because  France,  Buesia, 
Austria,  or  Spain  had  not  interfered, 
that,  therefore,  this  country  was  not  in 
a  position  to  do  so.  He  believed  that 
Her  Majesty's  CaUiolio  subjects  were 
nearly  as  numerous,  if  not  quite  so,  if 
the  question  were  to  be  put  on  a  numeri- 
cal basis,  as  the  Catholic  subjects  even 
of  France  or  Spain.  [Mr.  Gladstonb 
dissented.]  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  seemed  to  take  ex- 
ception to  that  statement;  but  he  be- 
lieved he  was  correct  in  saying  that  there 
were  30,000,000 Roman  Catholic  subjects 
who  owed  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  and 
he  considered  it  an  extremely  moderate 
estimate  for  a  country  upon  whose  vast 
Dominions  the  sun  never  set.  The  Go- 
vernment of  Austria  was  a  composite 
Government,  but  it  certainly  did  not 
contain  30,000,000  of  Catholics;  the 
Government  of  France  was  so  divided 
that  it  was  impossible  to  tell  who  was  a 
Catholic  and  who  was  not;  and  to  say 
that  the  non-interference  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  those  countries  was  a  reason 
why  Her  Majesty's  Government  should 
not^intertne  was  certainly  a  remarkable 
event  in  the  history  of  English  diplo- 
macy. But  there  was  another  point 
which  had  been  pressed  npoi^tlie  ^une 
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Minuter,  and  it  was  that  the  great  Oon- 
erese  of  the  free  Bepublie  of  Ameriea 
had  taken  motion  in  this  matter,  and 
that  the  (^oveniment  of  the  next  free 
OoTemmAit  to  that  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  be  behindhand  in  tfaerepre- 
eentatioDs  it  was  making  to  the  Italian 
Court.  Her  Majesty's  Goverament  had 
not  choaeD  to  take  that  course,  and,  as 
far  as  he  could  gather,  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister appeared  to  be  totally  unac- 
quainted, officially,  with  the  fact  that 
toe  American  Qovemment  had  made  a 
protest.  Tliey  knew  that  the  Coogresa 
had  passed  a  Resolution  in  reference  to 
the  Propaganda  Fide,  and  that,  in  addition, 
huge  meetings  bad  been  held  in  every 
city  of  America  on  the  same  important 
subject.  He  had  read  reports  of  the 
meetings  which  had  been  held  in  Boston 
and  New  Tork,  presided  over  by  the 
highest  dignitaries  of  those  States ;  and 
he  waa  amased  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment should  rely  upon  the  non- 
action of  some  of  the  Continental  States, 
and  ignore  the  faot  that  the  American 
Government  had  already  taken  action. 
[Mr.  Gladstonb  :  Is  that  known  ?]  He 
had  read  it  in  a  newspaper,  which  was 
the  only  form  in  which  intelligence  of 
this  kind  was  open  to  him.  He  had 
read  in  the  Irish  American  Press.  He 
spoke,  of  course,  under  the  correction 
of  better  information  in  the  possession 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  But, 
at  all  events,  ho  had  in  print  a 
Kesolution  passed  by  the  American 
Congress,  and  his  statement  had  been 
confirmed  by  that  of  an  hon.  Member 
opposite. 

Mr.  COUETNET :  Was  the  Beaolu- 
tion  passed  by  both  Houses? 

Ub.  HEALY  said,  the  Kesolution  to 
which  he  referred  was  one  passed  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  Whether 
the  Congress  was  represented  by  one 
House  or  not,  he  knew,  was  a  matter  of 
dispute  in  America.  At  all  erente,  the 
House  of  Sepresentatives  had  passed  a 
Beaolution.  Of  course,  he  knew  that 
the  American  Senate  had  to  be  consulted 
in  regard  to  Ambassadorial  functions; 
but  he  had  never  been  able  to  under- 
stand whether  one  House  or  both  Houses 
acting  together  constituted  what  was 
called  the  American  Congress.  At  any 
rate,  the  American  House  of  Bepresen- 
tatives had  entered  a  Besolution  on  its 
Books  on  the  subject ;  and  he  believed 
he  was  rig^t  in  stating  that  the  Amwi- 


can  Minister  at  Borne  had  made  repre- 
sentations to  the  Court  of  Italy  in  r^tfd 
to  it  But  in  the  Bepnblio  <a  Anmica 
there  were  not  more  than  8,000,000  ol 
Catholics,  while  in  Ireland  there  weze 
5.000,000 ;  in  England,  9,000,000 ;  andin 
their  Colonial  Possessions  many  milliMu 
more.  Then,  why  should  a  Government 
like  that  of  America,  which  professed 
non-interference  in  European  aBairs,  in 
the  same  way  that  they  rejected  Euro- 
pean interference  in  the  a^ira  of  Ame- 
rica, be  left  to  take  the  initiative? 
Why  Her  Majesty's  Government  should 
have  been  behindhand  with  that  of 
America  he  could  not  understand.  He 
was  told  that  in  the  opinion  of  certain 
highly-informed  ecclesiastics  of  this 
country  it  was  undesirable  that  this  de- 
bate should  be  raised,  and  that  it  was 
even  inexpedient  diat  the  fact  should  bs 
brought  oat  that  England  had  not  acted 
in  the  matter,  because  the  othra  Catholic 
countries  had  lagged  behind.  But  at 
that  fact  had  been  brought  oat,  how- 
ever undesirable  it  might  ne  to  bring  it 
out  at  the  present  juncture,  it  became 
necessary  that  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  should  be  stated.  No 
doubt,  it  was  inexpedient  to  raise  the 
discussion  until  the  full  effect  of  the  ^ 
titude  of  the  Italian  Government  was 
ascertained ;  but  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dungarvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell)  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  raise  the  question,  and  had 
done  so  on  his  own  individual  respraiei- 
hiiity,  seeing  that  a  debate  had  arisen, 
it  was  only  proper,  and  no  individual 
Member  could  be  blamed  for  expresnng 
his  opinion,  that  the  views  of  the  Irish 
Members  should  be  expressed  in  r^azd 
to  the  action  of  Hrar  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, showing  that  it  did  not  meet  nthsr 
with  their  approval  or  with  the  genenl 
support  of  the  House.    If  it  should 

£rove  to  be  inexpedient  for  the  hos. 
[ember  for  Dungarvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell) 
to  have  raised  the  subject,  he  would  havs 
to  incur  all  the  responsibility.  For  his 
part,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  could  only  say  that 
he  regretted  extremely  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  should  not  have  met 
the  matter  in  a  straightforward  spirit, 
prepared  to  grapple  with  it  firmly.  He 
certainly  believed  that  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  expressed  a  strong  opi- 
nion, as  representing  the  views  of  the 
Catholics  of  England,  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  prooeeded  to  the 
length  they  had  done. 
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OoLoirsL  NOLAN  said,  he  would  only 
detain  the  Committee  for  a  few  minutes ; 
but  he  agreed  with  the  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  that 
there  were  now  only  three  Powers  in 
Earope  who  were  Gatholio  in  name — 
France,  Aaatria,  and  Spain,  and  that  it 
would  hi^Te  been  dangerous  for  either 
of  them  to  have  urged  this  question 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment. The  noble  Lord  ihe  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
said  Hie  reason  this  country  had  not 
intwposed  was  that  those  three  Oatholic 
countries  had  made  no  sign.  No  doubt 
France,  Austria,  and  Spain  had  always 
been  looked  upon  as  the  three  great 
Catholic  Powers  of  Europe;  but  each  of 
them  would  be  able  to  give  good  reasons 
why  she  ought  not  to  interfere,  and  why 
England  might  reasonably  have  been 
called  upon  to  interpose.  It  was  abaurd 
to  ask  Austria  to  interfere  to  the  extent 
of  a  strong  remonstrance,  because  it 
would  at  once  be  asked  how  many  men 
she  was  prepared  to  put  in  the  field. 
The  same  objection  applied  to  France, 
because  the  question  would  then  be  whe- 
^er  Italy  would  remain  neutral  \m  the 
next  Fruioo-Qerman  War,  which  they 
all  hoped  might  never  come  off,  and,  if 
not,  how  many  troops  she  could  place  in 
the  field.  Then,  again,  if  either  France 
or  Austria  were  to  raise  the  question,  it 
might  have  the  effect  of  rousing  Catholic 
feeling  in  those  countries,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  say  what  the  consequences 
might  be.  Under  these  circumstances, 
neither  France  nor  Austria  could  inter- 
fere at  the  present  moment.  The  same 
observation  did  not  possibly  apply  to 
Spain  ;  but  King  Alfonso  could  not  for- 
get the  part  which  his  Koyal  Predecessor, 
King  Amadeus,  had  taken  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Italian  Government.  He 
would  naturally  consider  the  jealousy 
which  existed  between  the  two  Eoyal 
Families,  and  the  great  mischief  which 
might  ensue  from  the  interference  of 
Spain.  Therefore,  in  the  present  state 
of  deadlock  among  the  Roman  Ca^olio 
Powers  of  Europe  there  was  every  reason 
why  England,  as  a  Protestant  Power, 
might  very  well  take  the  lead  in  bring- 
ing forward  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject. Half  the  Soman  Catholics  of  the 
world  subscribed  to  this  Fund,  and  if 
there  was  any  International  Fund  in  the 
world  this  was  one ;  bat  the  object  of  the 


Italian  Government  was  to  confiscate  it, 
as  similar  property  had  been  confiscated 
in  France.  Of  course,  he  did  not  wish 
the  Government  to  go  to  war  upon  this 
matter ;  but  they  might  make  some 
strong  representation  to  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment, and  he  should  be  delighted  if 
they  gave  any  indication  of  any  inten- 
tion to  do  so. 

Me.  DAWSON  said,  there  was  a 
grave  and  clear  distinction  between  in- 
stitations  in  Home  of  an  international 
character,  and  this  Propaganda.  Aus- 
tria  and  France  might  interfere  with 
regard  te  the  Austrian  or  French  CoU 
lege ;  but  really  Austria  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Propaganda.  She  was  al- 
ways represented  diplomatically  during 
the  Temporal  Power,  and  was  now 
represented  at  Eome ;  but  England  and 
Ireland  were  not  diplomaticfdly  repre- 
sented, and  they,  therefore,  stood  in  a 
different  category  from  other  countries 
in  respect  to  the  Propaganda.  This 
Fund  was  largely  an  Irish  fund  for 
sending  missionaries  from  Borne  to  other 
countries  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Faith.  His  hon.  Friend  had  said  this 
was  not  now  promoted  by  any  ecclesiM- 
tioal  authorities ;  but  he  had  received  a 
letter  finm,  an  Irish  Bishop  asking  him 
to  take  part  in  this  discussion,  for  the 
Fund  was  purely  Irish  money.  It  was 
their  money  sent  into  Italy  just  as  the 
bondholders'  money  sent  into  Egypt  was 
the  money  of  the  bondholders.  Al- 
though the  Fund  might  be  small,  this 
was  as  important  a  matter  of  justice 
as  was  the  matter  of  the  bondholders* 
money  in  Egypt  or  anywhere  else  ;  and 
he  thought  it  was  a  pity  that  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice)  should 
state  that  the  Ambassador's  despatch 
was  not  fully  before  him,  at  this  moment, 
when  it  had  been  known  this  matter  was 
likely  to  be  discussed.  When  there  was 
a  vast  Department  for  dealing  with 
foreign  affairs,  it  was  a  pity  that  the 
noble  Lord  should  not  be  in  full  posses- 
sion of  the  facts,  soasts  put  them  before 
the  House ;  and  if  it  was  worth  the  while 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  to  inter- 
fere at  all,  uie  informalaon  ought  not  to 
be  kept  back  till  the  matter  was  all  over. 
He  would  remind  the  Prime  Minister 
that  he  himself  had  lUways  taken  great 
interest  in  any  international  or  literary 
institution,  and  had  striven  to  see  justice 
done  to  nationalities,  and  to  preserve  the 
interests  of  literature  all  over  the  world. 
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He  bad  taken  -very  significant  action  in 
regard  to  Monte  Casino,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  Italian  Government,  shortly 
after  its  assumption  of  power,  from  con- 
fiscating and  sequestrating  that  great 
Homan  Catholic  Library  to  which  the 
world  was  so  much  indebted.  This  Col- 
lege of  the  Propaganda  was  not  only  a 
College  for  preparing  priests  for  mis- 
sionary work  ;  it  was  not  only  a  Propa- 
ganda of  the  Faith ;  but  was  also  a  Pro- 
paganda of  literature  and  culture.  Irish 
money  had  been  sent  out  to  be  invested 
for  these  purposes,  and  distinguished 
Irish  priests  had  been  sent  out  as  oma- 
menta  to  various  British  Colonies  where 
mUlions  of  Roman  OathoHos  lived  under 
the  rule  of  the  Queen.  .  Therefore,  he 
thoughtthere  werejnst  and  strong  reaatme 
forthepreservationoflrishinteresta,  and 
of  literature,  culture,  and  education.  He 
remembered  that  a  distinguished  Mem- 
ber of  the  Boyal  Family  had  done  hia 
utmost  to  preserve  a  great  Dominican 
foundation  in  Rome.  These  places  were 
the  sources  of  that  great  learning  which 
Borne  possessed,  and  the  influence  of 
that  high  personage  was  exercised  to 
prevent  that  confiscation.  If  that  was 
so,  he  should  like  to  know  what  was  the 
position  of  this  Propaganda,  and  what 
would  be  the  result  of  this  sequestration  ? 
He  thought  they  were  justified  in  asking 
the  noble  Lord  what  was  to  be  the  effect 
of  this  action  of  the  Italian  Government 
upon  this  money  subscribed  for  the 
Propaganda  by  Ireland,  and  upon  these 
foundations  in  which  th^  had  a  mone- 
tary interest  ?  'Wliy  oouM  not  the  noble 
Lord  state  exacUy  how  the  matter  stood, 
so  that  if  they  could  not  get  a  very 
binding  declaration  from  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Irish  Bishops  and  the  Irish 
people  might  at  any  rate  know  how  the 
matter  rested — what  the  transfer  was, 
and  how  far  it  affected  the  funds  of  the 
Irish  people  ? 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHY  said,  he 
thought  his  hon.  Friend  had  put  very 
well  the  point  as  to  the  position  of  this 
Propaganda.  That  had  been  pressed 
on  the  Prime  Minister's  notice  that 
evening  in  a  sort  of  irregular  discus- 
sion upon  Questions  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray).  There  was  a 
very  distinct  difference  between  the  case 
of  England  in  regard  to  this  Fund,  and 
the  case  of  France,  or  Spain,  or  Italy. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  stated,  in  an- 
swer to  a  Qnesti<m  on  this  subject,  that 


if  the  Government  of  Italy  were  acting 
in  aoeordanoe  with  the  Italian  Monid- 
pal  Law,  it  would  be  no  business-  of 
ours  to  interfere,  even  though  tiie  inte- 
rests of  British  subjects  were  being 
affected ;  but  some  of  the  incidraits  and 
facts  of  recent  history  showed  that  no 
country  recognized  such  a  position.  No 
Foreign  Government,  evea  though  act- 
ing aooording  to  its  own  Municipal  Law, 
was  entitled  to  do  wroi^,  without  another 
Government  having  the  right  to  inters 
fere  in  the  interest  of  its  own  snbjeets. 
That  position  had  been  established  in  the 
case  of  the  Alabama  claims.  England, 
of  all  countries,  had  a  right  to  require 
Italy  to  alter  her  Municipal  Law  if  it  was 
inj  urioUB  to  our  interests,  for  united  Italy 
was  the  child  of  England,  vhich,  more 
than  an^  otiier  nati<m  in  the  world,  mads 
the  Italian  Kingdom.  That  had  been  ad- 
mitted over  and  over  again  by  Cavoui 
and  by  Garibaldi,  and  he  thought  th« 
country  which  made  Italy  ou^ht  to  be 
able  to  influence  Italy.  He,  thwefore, 
hoped  this  discussion  would  be  of  some 
use. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Galway  (Colootd 
Nolan)  says  he  tiiinks  that  England 
might  well  interfere  in  this  case,  as 
being  the  custodian  of  vested  interesb 
in  general.  But  if  we  were  to  sAtempt 
to  interfere  with  the  Italian  Government 
on  the  ground  that  we  had  invariably 
respected  the  interests  and  rights  of 
Corporate  Bodies,  and  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment were  to  reply  by  a  referencs 
to  the  case  of  the  Irish  Churob,  I  should 
be  puzzled  what  reply  to  make;  and  if 
the  Italian  Government  were  to  point  to 
those  Irish  Members  who  now  uigs 
this  interference  as  among  those  who 
voted  for  and  pressed  with  some  warmtk 
for  the  Disestablishment  of  the  Irish 
Church,  I  should  have  still  more  diffi- 
culty in  replying.  [An  hon.  Memssb: 
Oh,  oh  !]  I  am  stating  my  opi- 
nion, and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
have  some  better  means  of  meeting  it 
than  by  crying  "Oh!"  I  was  dealing 
with  the  specific  plea  put  forward  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Galway, 
who  said  we  ought  to  interfere  in  this 
matter  because  we  are  persons  who  have 
always  maintained  the  vested  righta  of 
Corporate  Bodies.  That,  I  think,  is  a 
very  awkward  argument  for  us  to  ad- 
vance. I  will  refer  to  another  instanoe. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
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Justin  M'Oarthy)  says  he  has  found  an 
analogy  to  this  case  in  something  vhioh 
he  supposed  to  have  happened  growing 
out  of  the  American  War.  He  thinks 
that  we  maintained  at  one  time  that  we 
eould  not  meet  the  demands  of  Inter- 
national Law  because  oar  Municipal 
Law  forhade  it.  I  apprehend  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  country  to  make  its 
law  conformable  with  International  Law. 
Thia  is  a  case  of  Municipal  Law  with  re- 

grd  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
ingf  ord  has  not  endeavonred  to  show 
that  there  has  been  any  great  breach  of 
International  Law;  and  unless  there  has 
beeii  a  breach  of  International  Law  his 
argument  with  reference  to  America  falls 
to  the  ground.  Then,  as  I  understand 
hon.  Members,  it  is  argued  that  we  have 
a  right  to  hold  languaf^e  to  this  effect  to 
another  country — "  If  your  laws  are 
BO  bad  that  they  injure  our  citizens, 
you  must  alter  them."  [Mr.  Justiit 
M'CAETHy :  Or  compensate  them.]  I 
do  not  think  that  argument  could  be 
maintained.  There  are  a  great  many 
bad  laws  in  the  world,  which  inflict 
considerable  hardship  on  individuals. 
Some  of  them  are,  perhaps,  in  our  own 
eonntr^,  and  a  great  many  are  in  foreign 
oonntnes;  bat  I  am  not  aware  that  we 
can  go  to  a  foreign  oonntry  and  say  that 
becaose  their  laws  are  bad,  and  they 
inflict  great  loss  on  some  of  our  dtizens, 
therefore  we  demand  eompensation.  I 
do  not  think  such  a  principle  could  be 
maintained.  You  must  show  that  the 
persons  for  whom  you  demand  com- 
pensation have  been  injured  contrary  to 
the  law  of  the  country  in  which  they 
reside — [Mr.  Healt:  Why  did  you  in- 
terfere on  behalf  of  the  Egyptian  bond- 
holders ?] — or  in  violation  of  some  broad 
and  universal  principle  whioh  is  acknow- 
ledged by  aU  mankind.  We  cannot 
say  —  "Because  your  laws  inflict  in- 
jury upon  OUT  fellow-ooanttrmen,  there- 
fore you  mast  alter  them."  All  these 
are  pleas  whioh  go  beyond  the  real 
scope  of  the  case.  Now,  I  wish  there 
to  be  no  misnndostanding,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  there  should  have  arisen, 
from  any  language  of  miiLe,  anything 
of  the  kind.  We  have  never  laid 
down  tot  onrselTea  a  fixed  rule  that  we 
will  sot  int^ere  in  theee  oases  unless 
other  countries  interfere.  I  do  not  at 
alt  say  that  we  have  adapted  any  such 
preposition  as  that.  The  conduct  of 
other  countries  is,  no  doubt,  in  point  in 


a  case  of  this  kind ;  but,  unqneetion- 
ably,  if  there  is  to  be  interference,  when 
we  have  ascertained  what  is  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  then  we  ought  to  in- 
terfere. That  concession  I  mako  at 
once.  Thea  it  is  said  that  the  Ameri- 
can Minister  at  Bome  has  interfered ; 
and  I  can  understand  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
should  be  very  well  justified,  from  his 
point  of  view,  in  taking  account  of  what 
passed  in  the  House  of  Bepresentativea 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  cannot 
admit  that,  by  any  general  principle  of 
law,  we  can  tuce  notice  of  such  a  Besolu- 
tion  as  was  there  adopted;  but  if  the 
American  Minister  has  interfered,  that 
is  a  fact  which  is  so  material  as  to  make 
it  our  special  duty — and  I  am  sure  my 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmau* 
rice)  will  admit  it — to  examine  the  ai^u- 
ments  he  urged,  and  to  make  use  of 
them,  provided  we  are  acting  in  con- 
formity with  the  maxims  of  Interna- 
tional Law.  My  hoo.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Oarlow  (Mr.  Bawson)  gives 
me  credit  for  having  attempted  to  inter- 
fere in  the  case  of  the  ecclesiastical  pro- 
perty in  Italy,  the  famous  Establishment 
of  Monte  Casino.  I  certainly  recognized 
the  expediency  of  doing  anything  that 
could  be  done  for  the  maintenance  of 
that  Establishment,  and  I  made  repre- 
sentations  to  the  Italian  Government  on 
that  subject;  but  that  was  entirety  in 
the  oharaoter  of  a  private  individual, 
and  it  was  only  by  courtesy,  which  I 
shall  always  grateftilly  recollect,  that  I 
was  allowed  to  represent  the  case  to  the 
Italian  Government.  The  interference 
of  a  Government  is  a  very  different 
thing,  because  where  a  Government  in- 
terferes, it  interferes  as  a  right,  whereas 
the  interference  of  an  individual,  who 
has  no  right,  is  a  pure  matter  of  favour 
and  gracious  permission,  and  can  create 
no  precedent.  What  I  miss  in  the 
speeches  to-night  is  some  distinct  and 
sufficiently  broad  ground  upon  which 
an  interference  of  this  kind  could  be 
made.  I  miss  also  any  definition  of  the 
kind  of  interference  that  is  desired.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr.  Jnstin 
M'Oarthy)  says  he  does  not  desire  to  go 
the  length  m  threatening  or  inusting. 
What  I  suppose  he  thinks  is  tiiat  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  an  appeal  ad  mi*«- 
rioordiam  might  be  made.  [Mr.  Healt  : 
No.]  Well,  something  founded  upon 
right ;  but  if  he  means  something  founded 
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upon  riffht,  then  I  do  not  see  whj  he 
should  be  so  careful  to  say  he  would 
not  insist.  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  more 
fully  informed. 

Ma.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHY:  I  said, 
it  would  be  enough  to  go  on  the 
ground  of  rightf  and  that  there  would 
probably  be  no  necessity  for  insist* 
ance. 

Mb.  OLADSTONfi :  Then  I  must  ask 
this.  I  have  not  gathered  what  is  the 
dUtinot  and  definite  ground  of  right 
upon  which  this  claim  is  to  be  insisted 
upon.  It  is  to  bo  an  appeal  upon,  the 
gxoimd  of  right,  and  what  is  the  case 
alleged?  The  case  alleged  is,  that  a 
large  amount  of  property  had  been 
created  in  Italy,  and  invested  in  Italy 
by  meansof  contributions  gathered  from, 
I  may  say,  the  whole  of  Latin  Christen- 
dom. That  is  very  likely  the  case,  and 
it  is  now  said  that  much  damage  has 
been  aufifered  from  the  compulsory  con- 
version to  which  this  property  has  been 
subjected.  I  hare  not  been  able  to  ex- 
amine the  facts — upon  which,  I  think, 
my  noble  Friend  offered  a  good  argu- 
ment— but  I  will  assume  that  the  alle- 
gations made  are  warranted,  and  that 
the  property  has  been  seriously  damaged. 
But  does  that  give  a  good  title  as  a 
right  for  one  nation  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  legislation  of  another  ?  Does 
the  fact  that  this  property  has  been 
created  by  contributions  from  abroad, 
from  Austria,  France,  and  Spain,  quite 
as  much  as,  and,  perhaps,  a  good  deal 
more  than,  from  IrelaDd — ^whidh  is  al- 
ways generous,  but  has  not  had  very 
ample  means — 4oe8  that  give  a  title  to 
follow  the  property  into  the  country  to 
which  the  contributions  have  been 
voluntarily  sent,  and  when  invested  has 
become  subject  to  the  actual  laws  of 
the  country  ?  There  are  a  vast  number 
of  churches  in  the  Colonies  which  have 
been  founded  by  funds  sent  from  Eng- 
land —  I  mean  churches  in  connection 
with  the  Established  Church  in  this 
country  —  but  that  does  not  give  any 
title  to  us  to  protest  against  any  legida- 
tiou  dealing  with  them,  because  we 
have  chosen  to  send  the  money  to  found 
them. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  not  only 
was  the  Propaganda  founded  in  the 
days  of  the  Temporal  Power,  but 
its  object  was  to  extend  and  establish 
the  Catholic  Ohurob  in  all  parts  of  the 
-world. 

Mr.  GMMotu 


Mb.  GLADSTONE :  As  to  the  argu- 
ment derived  from  the  fact  that  this  is 
an  institution  of  propagation,  not  hav- 
ing the  end  and  aim  of  its  work  in  the 
country  where  it  has  its  eeat,  why, 
that  ai^ument  applies  to  all  the  Mis- 
sionary Societies  in  England,  and  to 
every  Missionary  Society  in  Europe. 
All  these  Societies  might,  on  that  prin* 
oiple,  be  allowed  to  set  up  pretenaioni 
against  the  legitimate  power  of  ths 
country  in  which  they  were  established. 
The  hou.  Gentleman  says  that  this  in- 
stitution was  founded  in  the  days  of  the 
Temporal  Power  of  the  Popedom.  No 
doubt  of  it.  If  you  tell  me  that  that  is 
a  consideration,  and  that  the  hardship 
of  the  change  effected  is  a  oonndoratiiHi 
which  may,  as  a  matter  of  feeling  and 
equity,  be  fairly  represented  in  the  way 
of  what  I  may  call  an  appeal  ad  mittri- 
cordiam,  then  we  get  on  ground  where 
some  observations  on  our  part  might  be 
more  practicable ;  but  I  must  say  that 
the  particular  institutions  which  ars 
founded  under  the  shelter  of  the  gene- 
ral Government  of  a  country  must  ac- 
cept their  fortune  under  the  general  law 
of  that  country,  whereaB,|  to  warrant 
the  interference  of  one  Power  vith  an- 
other, there  must  be  matter  of  public 
law  involved.  So  that  I  firmlj  hold  to 
the  principle  that  any  ugument  ad- 
vanced must  be  an  argument  of  ani^ 
or  comity,  and  that  it  oamiot  be  made 
on  the  ^ound  of  law. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  How  about  the  Egyp- 
tian btmdholders  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  Does  the  hoa. 
Gentleman  really  think  that  by  his 
question  he  has  contributed  anything  to 
this  discussion  ?  Whatever  the  rights  of 
the  bondholders  are,  they  were  founded 
on  the  express  consent  of  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe  and,  therefore,  they  have  no 
relation  to  a  case  of  this  kind.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  have  only 
put  forward  a  general  principle,  and 
likewise  laid  down  certain  general  linee 
to  which,  in  my  judgment,  action  in  this 
matter  should  be  confined,  if  there  is  to 
be  any  chance  of  success.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  must  say  that  it  has  not  been 
shown  that  there  exists  any  jost  title  in 
any  quarter  to  attempt  any  interference 
with  the  Sovereign  rights  of  the  Italian 
State  a£EeotiDg  directly  the  different  piro- 
pertiM  under  State  control.  I  hope  the 
non.  Gentleman  will  be  content  to  look 
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8t  the  matter  in  that  light.  I  fully  ad> 
mit  that  the  action  of  other  Powers  in 
this  case  is  not  a  matter  tar  our  guid- 
ance; but  I  say  that  it  is  absolately 
necessary,  for  uie  security  and  main- 
tenance of  the  respective  rights  of  inde- 
pendent Powers,  that  any  claim  that  may 
be  made  should  he  based  on  distinct  and 
definite  grounds,  and  not  on  arguments 
■which  would  only  recoil  on  those  who 
advanced  them. 

Ma.  MOOEE  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  had 
spoken  of  the  supporters  of  this  Motion 
as  being  amongst  those  who  were  fore- 
most in  demanding  the  Disestablishment 
of  the  Church  in  Ireland ;  but  he  was 
satisfied  that  if  anyone  else  had  dared 
to  compare  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
Irish  Church  with  the  sequestration  of 
the  funds  of  the  Propaganda  in  the 
presence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
he  would  have  received  a  castigation 
which  he  would  hare  long  remembered. 
The  two  cases  were  entirely  distinct; 
and  the  present  was  simply  the  seizure 
of  the  property  of  peaceful  citizens  to 
aid  the  revenues  of  the  Italian  State. 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  had  stated  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  take  isolated  action.  But 
franco,  Spain,  and  Austria  were  techni- 
cally Koman  Catholic  Powers,  and  they 
had,  therefore,  no  direct  interest  in  the 
Propaganda,  which  Institution  was  in- 
tended to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
Church  in  countries  which  were  not 
technically  Catholic,  and  was,  moreover, 
the  direct  means  of  communication  be- 
tween the  Holy  See  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  of  Her  Majesty.  But 
he  ventured  to  draw  attention  to  a  de- 
spatch, which  he  had  already  read 
before  the  Prime  Minister  entered  tho 
Houee,  in  which  the  Italian  Govern- 
nent  voluntarily  tendered  the  strongest 
assnranoes  that  the  Propaganda  and 
similar  Institutions  would  be  protected, 
and  which  wound  up  by  saying  that — 
"  These  Articles  will  be  considered  a 
public  bilateral  contract."  Such  were 
the  assurances  tendered  by  the  Italian 
Government  itself  to  the  Representa- 
tives of  this  country ;  and  it  was  upon 
that  ground,  and  not  by  way  of  appeal 
ad  mi$arieordiam,  that  they  founded  their 
application. 

Mr.  DAWSON  remarked,  that  the 
Prime  Minister  had  said  there  was  no 
analogy  between  the  case  of  the  Egyp- 
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tian  bondholders,  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  foi^Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy),  and 
the  case  of  the  Propaganda ;  but  his 
impression  was  that  there  had  been 
a  change  in  the  GoTOrnment  of  E^ypt 
since  the  claims  of  the  bondholders  were 
secured.  A  new  Khedive  had  been  set 
up,  and  another  might  be  set  up  to- 
morrow ;  but  the  claims  of  the  bond- 
holders would  not  lapse  on  that  account. 
To  his  mind,  the  cases  were  parallel. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  he 
believed  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Prime  Minister  would  put  this 
case  before  the  Italian  Government  on 
the  ground  of  public  opinion,  or  on  that 
of  equity,  he  would  succeed  in  protecting 
these  funds.  He  and  his  hon.  Friends 
adked  no  more  than  that  at  present. 
Whether  the  right  existed  under  Inter- 
national Law  to  the  extent  at  which  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  force  the  hands  of  the 
Italian  Government,  he  knew  not ;  but 
he  was  satisfied  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  to  exerdse  those  powers 
of  adjustment  which  no  one  possessed 
in  a  higher  degree  than  himself,  he 
would  be  successful  in  the  present  case, 
and  conduce  to  the  moral  and  religious 
welfare  of  mankind. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  hoped  that  some  means 
would  be  used,  without  delay,  to  pro- 
tect the  funds  of  the  Propaganda  Col- 
lege. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  said,  he  had  listened 
attentively  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  had  gathered  that 
the  only  promise  made  by  him  was  that 
he  miglit  possibly  give  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  despatch  which 
had  arrived  that  afternoon  at  the  Fo- 
reign Office.  There  oould  be  no  donbt 
of  the  general  dissatisfaction  which  had 
been  caused  by  the  proposed  action  of 
the  Italian  Government.  One  of  the 
proposed  arrangements  was  that  SO  per 
cent  of  the  pri>perty  would  be  taken  by 
the  State,  and  that  Income  Tax  would 
be  further  taken  at  the  rate  of  15  per 
cent.  It  had  also  been  shown  that  the 
incomes  of  some  of  the  Italian  Bishops 
would  be  reduced  to  something  less  than 
a  third  of  their  former  amount.  Those 
were  the  arguments  put  forward  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cionmel  (Mr.  Moore)  ; 
but  the  noble  Lord  had  thought  fit  en- 
tirely to  ignore  them.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  furthw  shown  that /die  Italian 
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GoTemment  had  bound  itself  not  to  in- 
terfere with  property  of  this  kind  in  the 
Italian  States,  and  he  (Mr.  Bigfcar) 
thought  that  that  pledge  of  the  Italian 
GoTemment  oonstitated  an  exceedingly 
good  standpoint  from  which  to  object  to 
this  oonfisoation  of  the  pn^>erty  of  Ca> 
tboUos  who  were  scattered  all  orer  the 
W(^d.  He  maintained  that  tlie  British 
CkiTemmMit,  as  the  ruling  power  in  this 
oonntry,  was  in  duty  bound  to  interfere 
on  behalf  of  Her  Majeoty's  Catholic 
subjects  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  he 
might  remark  that,  in  comparison  with 
other  Powers,  England  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  very  much  neglecting  the  inte- 
rests of  her  subjects  in  foreigpa  countries. 
He  was  informed,  on  excellent  authority, 
that  the  other  Powers,  through  their 
Oonsuls,  had  always  of  late  very  much 
more  consulted  the  interests  of  their  sub- 
jects than  was  the  case  with  England. 
However,  he  believed  the  country  had 
some  little  influence  abroad,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  ezeitsised  in  this  case, 
without  resorting  to  a  system  of  under- 
hand or  nndeigronnd  negotiations.  It 
would  seem,  from  the  replies  of  ^e 
Gtoiremment,  however,  that  their  inten- 
^on  was.  if  possible,  to  shelve  the  ques- 
tion. He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bungarvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell)  would  divide 
the  Oommittee  on  his  Amendment. 

Me.  O'DONNELL  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  had 
stated  that  when  property  was  invested 
in  a  State,  subject  to  the  laws  of  that 
State,  and  when  a  revolution  occurred 
by  which  a  fresh  Government  was  intro- 
duced, no  objection  could  be  raised  to 
any  fate  that  might  befall  the  invest- 
ments under  the  old  rigim*  when  they 
passed  under  the  new  rigimt.  But 
surely  it  was  possible  that  objections 
might  be  raised  under  the  new  rigimt. 
If  in  any  State  of  Europe  or  Asia  larg^ 
mveatments  of  property  bad  token  place 
on  the  faith  of  the  established  Govern- 
ment there,  and  that  Government  were 
overthrown  by  revolution,  might  not  the 
universal  charaoter  of  the  claim  em- 
bolden the  Prime  Minister  to  make  the 
strongest  representations  to  the  new 
Government  on  behalf  of  the  owners 
(rf  the  property  ?  When  the  right  hon. 
GenUeman  just  now  extorted  cheers 
irom  some  of  hts  more  enthusiastic 
followers,  he  had  observed  that  he  did 
not  get  an  nniverflal  response  to  his 
proposition  that  the  property  of  the 
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Propaganda  Oollege  most  be  saljaci  to 
every  vicissitude  and  every  injustiso 
which  the  new  rigima  might  put  upon 
it,  without  any  redress  or  remonatraoce 
from  abroad.  There  bad  been  a  littie 
too  much  reference  to  International  Law 
in  the  course  of  the  dtseussion,  nnd  he 
thought  equi^  would  have  been  a  much 
better  basis  on  which  to  az^e  this  qnes- 
tion.  There  was  no  snoh  thing'  cw  law 
between  nation  and  nation;  uie  term 
was  essentially  one  of  analogy,  and  it 
was  by  playing  on  it  that  the  Prime 
Minister  had  met  the  objections  of  Ca- 
tholic Members  on  that  occasion.  He 
did  not,  of  course,  impugn  the  motives 
which  had  induced  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Famell)  to  change 
his  attitude  on  this  question  ;  but  it  was 
known  that  he  (Mr.  O'Donnell)  had  for 
months  past  intended  to  bring  forward 
this  Motion,  and  up  to  that  moment  not 
a  single  protest  had  been  made  against 
it ;  and  only  a  few  days  ago  he  had  seen 
letters  from  Oatholios  asking  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  lose  no  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  this  matter.  Therefore,  he  was 
ready  to  take  his  share  of  the  respponst- 
bility  for  raising  the  question  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  contended  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  dealing 
with  the  Italian  Government,  should 
stand  upon  the  ground  of  equi^,  and 
they  might  then  put  their  argument  into 
any  form  they  chose.  He  altogetb^ 
repudiated  that  appeal  ad  misarieordwrn, 
which  the  Prime  Minister  had  sug- 
gested might  be  made  to  the  Italian 
Government,  for  one  which  addressed 
itself  to  their  sense  of  equity ;  and  he 
believed  that  had  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment at  first  appealed  to  the  Italian 
Government  upon  that  ground,  the  oom- 

glaint  he  was  now  ui^tng  would  not 
ave  been  made.  He  was  certainlj  pr^ 
ared  to  acquiesce  in  the  su^estim  of 
is  hon.  Friend  the  Membcor  for  Cann 
(Mr.  Biggar)  to  press  this  Motion  to  a 
Division,  because  the  oondnct  of  the 
British  Ambassador,  althou^  it  was  not 
necessarily  the  policy  of  the  QoTemmeot, 
had  certamly  not  been  satisfactory,  inas- 
much as  he  had  allowed  month  aftar 
month  to  slip  away  without  rendenng 
any  account  of  his  action  to  the  Govem- 
ment  at  home. 

Mr.  lynch  said,  he  also  wished  to 
avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  this  Vote  for  entering  his  protest 
against  the  oonduot  of^the  Qonnunent* 
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Aa  a  Bomau  OathoUo  and  a  Ifemljer  oi 
that  House,  lie  felt  bound  to  tdce  this 
ooarse,  and  to  Tote  in  opposition  to  the 
Ghirernment ;  and  he  appealed  to  boa. 
Memhen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  to  support  the  cause  of  justice  by 
following  his  example. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  —  Ayes  26 ; 
Noes  91:  Majority  65. —(Dir.  list, 
No.  207.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Me.  PULESTON  said,  it  was  now 
more  than  a  year  since  an  important 
member  of  the  Diplomatic  Serrice  was 
sent  out  to  Mexioo  as  Diplomatie  Agent, 
or  in  wme  similar  capacity,  and  tt 
vould  be  satisfactoty  to  the  Oommittee 
to  state  what  steps  had  been  taken 
towards  a  settlement  of  the  dispute 
between  this  country  and  Mexico.  It 
was  very  desirable  that  they  should 
cultivate  the  trade  with  Mexico,  more 
especially  now  that  close  relations  had 
been  established  between  that  country 
and  the  United  States.  The  subject 
was  very  important,  and  it  was  one  in 
which  a  very  large  number  of  people  in 
this  oouatty  took  a  deep  interest.  Some 
time  ago,  Questions  were  frequently 
asked  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
the  subject;  but,  recently,  it  seemed  to 
have  dropped  out  of  eight  altogether. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  diffioulties  in 
the  way  of  a  settlement  liad  been  very 
neat ;  but  he  had  always  supposed  that 
uiey  had  in  the  matter  stood  rather  too 
much  upon  technicalities.  To  many 
ontude  the  ropes  it  had  appeared  that, 
recently,  they  had  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity of  ooming  to  an  understanding. 
He  freely  admitted  that  he  could  not 
fully  appreciate  all  the  "ins"  and  "outs" 
of  the  question ;  but  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  had  given  attention  to  the 
subject  solely  from  a  business  point  of 
riew,  the  differences  existing  between 
this  country  and  Mexioo  ought  to  have 
been  settled  long  ago.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  and  the  noble  Lord 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AflFairs  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice) 
would  agree  with  him,  that  they  had 
already  suffered  very  materially  in  their 
prsttigt  with  Mexioo,  in  not  being  in 
tiie  field  a  good  deal  earlier  than  they 
were.  There  were  ve^  special  reaacms 
why  they  shonld,  without  delay,  come  to 


some  arrangement  with  Mexico,  whereby 
thor  commercial  relations  with  that 
country  would  be  placed  upon  a  satis- 
factory footing. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
said,  the  question  of  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man  fMr.  Puleston)  was  a  very  natural 
one ;  but  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  give 
a  deBnite  answer  at  that  moment  with 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  negotia- 
tions with  Mexico.  He  hoped,  however, 
he  should  not  have  to  trespass  much 
longer  upon  the  patience  of  the  hon. 
Member.  When  a  definite  arrangement 
was  made,  he  would  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  informing  the  House. 
The  question  had  not  been  lost  sight  of; 
the  negotiations  had  been  proceeding ; 
and  in  a  short  time  he  sinoerely  hoped 
he  should  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
statement  on  the  subject.  A  very  dis- 
tinguished English  Diplomatt»t  had  gone 
to  Mexico,  and  a  mottt  distiaguisbed 
Mexican  Diplomatist  (M.  Mariscal)  had 
visited  E!ngland,  and  by  that  means 
an  important  step  had  been  taken  to- 
wards restoring  those  diplomatic  rela- 
tions which  had  been  so  long  and  un- 
fortunately strained.  He  agreed,  with 
the  hon.  G-entleman  that  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  commerce  of 
this  country  that  close  relations  should 
exist  between  England  and  Mexioo. 

Ma.  PULESTON :  Do  I  understand 
that  the  noble  Lord  hopes  to  be  able  to 
mf^e  a  statement  before  the  end  of  the 
present  Session  ?   

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAI7BI0E : 
Tea. 

Mb.  M*OOAN  said,  he  would  hare  to 
trespass  for  some  time  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  while  he  stated 
the  objections  he  felt  to  one  item  of  the 
Vote  under  consideration.  The  item  in 
question  was  that  of  £4.000,  for  the  cost 
of  the  recent  Mission  of  Admiral  Hewett 
to  Abvssinia,  to  negotiate  the  Treaty 
with  King  John,  which  was  now  before 
the  House.  He  did  not  object  so  much  to 
the  amount,  which  was  not  an  unreason- 
able one.  The  Mis'uon  consisted  of  10 
or  1 1  officers,  and  18  days  were  occu- 
pied by  the  journey  into  the  interior  of 
Abyssinia.  Therefore,  £4,000  was  not 
an  exorbitant  sum  to  ohei^.  It  was 
not,  however,  a  question  of  amount ;  his 
objection  would  nare  been  the  same  if 
the  sum  charged  had  been  £1,000.  or 
£2,000,  or  £10,000.  The  point  to  which 
he  wiriied  to  dinot  the  attention  of  tho 
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Oommiitee  was  that,  as  a  result  of  Ad- 
n^ral  Hewett's  Mission,  thej  had  got  a 
couple  of  Treaties,  which  s  Uttle  exami- 
nation would  show  to  he  ahsolutely 
Tidudteas  —  l^aties  from  which  they 
could  expect  no  substantial  return  either 
politically  or  philanthropicall;^.  The 
effect  of  them  would  be  to  identify  us  in 
the  minds  of  the  Soudanese  with  their 
worst  and  most  hated  enemies.  The 
Abyssinians  had  always  been  and  still 
were  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  whole 
of  the  Arab  Tribes  from  Darfour  to  the 
Bed  Sea.  By  these  Treaties  we  had  made 
oommon  political  cause  with  the  savage, 
miscalled  "  Ohristian"  mountaineers, 
and  the  animosity  and  hatred  with  which 
they  were  regarded  by  the  Soudanese 
would,  in  consequence,  be  extended  to 
ns.  Now,  as  to  the  value  of  the  Treaties 
which  Admiral  Hewett  had  nefcotiated. 
They  were  two  in  number.  The  first 
had  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
garrisons  from  Kaasala  and  two  other 
places,  Amedib  and  Sanhit,  which  were  so 
small  and  so  unimportant  as  not  to  be 
found  on  any  map  he  had  been  able  to 
consult.  By  the  Third  Article  of  the 
prinoipal  of  the  two  Oonventions,  King 
John  undertook — 

*'To  fsdlitate  the  withdrawtl  of  the  troops 
of  Hii  Highness  the  Khedin  from  Eauala, 
Amedib,  and  Sanhit,  thwagh  EUuoina  to 
M«MOwsh." 

He  (Mr.  M'Ooan)  did  not  quite  under- 
stand what  was  meant  by  "facilitating 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops."  It  might 
or  it  might  not  mean  that  King  John 
would  march  a  Force  to  the  relief  of  the 
garrisons,  and  protect  their  retreat  to 
the  sea  at  Massowah ;  or  it  might  mean 
that  he  would  give  them  free  transit 
through  Abyssinia.  Anyhow,  that  was 
the  only  thing  which  King  John  en- 
gaged to  carry  out  as  an  equiralent  for 
what  we  undertook  to  give  to  him.  And 
vhat  was  that  ?  We  engaged  to  deliTor 
Qp  to  him  the  lar^e  distnct  of  Bogos, 
a  district  lying  immediately  to  the 
North  of  Abysinnia  Proper,  and  within 
■oma  60  or  80  miles  of  the  sea  at 
Hassowah.  Now*  the^  noble  Lwd 
(Lord  Edmond  Fitamaorice)  ^ould, 
probably,  tell  the  Oommittee  tbat  Bngos 
was  formerly  Abyssinian  territory, 
and  that  its  annexation  by  Egypt  was 
never  recognized  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, or  never,  in  fact,  effectively 
took  place.  Anticipating  some  such  a 
statement  as  that,  he  (Mr.  M'Ooan) 


(COMMONS  J 

ventured  to  tell  the  Committee  what  the 
history  of  Bogos  was.     In  the  time  of 
Mehemet  Ali,  it  was  a  sort  of  "no  man's 
land"  between  Abyssinia  and  the  North- 
em  parts  of  the  Soudan.    It  was  in- 
habited then,  as  now,  by  a  number  of 
perfectly  distinct  tribes  haviug  no  tribal 
unity,  and  who  recognized  no  common 
Chief.  Mehemet  Ali  annexed  the  district 
and  placed  troops  in  it,  and  it  became 
substantially  a  part  of  the  E^tian 
Soudan.   For  several  years  the  hold 
Mehemet  Ali  on  it  was  a  y«ij  ahiflang 
one.    Sometimes  he  got  taxation  from 
the  district,  and  sometimes  he  got  noue ; 
but,  at  all  events,  the  claims  of  Eg^pt 
upon  BojcoB  were  unbroken  from  the 
time  of  Mehemet  Ali  to  that  of  IsmalL 
During  the  last  50  years,  not  even  in  the 
days  of  King  Theodore,  or  any  of  the 
Chiefs  who  divided  with  him  authority 
over  Abyssinia,  had  any  claim  to  it  ever 
been  made,  and  it  was  formally  recog- 
nized by  the  Porte  as  Egyptian  territoiy. 
In  the  Keign  of  the  late  Khedive,  IsmaU, 
the  hold  of   Egypt  upon  Bogos  was 
tightened.     Garrisons  were  regularly 
placed  in  it,  taxation  was  organized  and 
enforced,  and  it  became  as  much  a  part 
of  the  i^ptian  Soudan  as  Dongola  or 
Ehwtoum.  That  had  been  the  territorial 
condition  of  Bogos  fbr  some  50  or  60 
years,  yet  in  Article  II.  of  the  Treaty  we 
had,  without  reference  to  the  Porte  at 
all,  taken  upon  ourselves  to  hand  over 
the  whole  of  this  territory  to  the  pre- 
sent King  of  Abyssinia.   And,  at  this 
point,  let  them  consider  who  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  was.   Up  to  a  few  years 
ago,  he  was  simply  one  of  the  three 
Chiefs  exercising  authority  over  the 
three  districts  or  Provinces  into  which 
Abyssinia  had  been  immemorially  di- 
vided.   He  was  Chief  of  the  Northern 
Province,  and  mainly  owing  to  the  can- 
nons and  rifles  left  with  him  by  Ijord 
Napier  of  Magdala,  after  the  defeat 
of  Theodore,   he  suooeeded  in  sub- 
jugating to   his  own  authority  the 
Chiefa  at  the  other  two  districts.  The 
Negoosa  Nagust,  King  of  Einga  of 
Ethiopia — this  King  Johannes — was  as 
barbarous  a  sav^^  as  was  to  be  found 
South  of  Cairo,  and  his  people  were 
quite  as  savage  a  population  as  exiated 
in  any  part  of  Africa.   They  continued 
still,  as  in  Bruoe's  time,  to  eat  the  raw 
flesh  of  living  animals ;  and  though 
nominally   belonging   to   the  Coptic 
Qiurch,  their  treatmentof  ProtestantiL 
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or  Oatholics,  or  people  eepoosing  any 
other  form  of  the  OhriBtian  Tendon, 
was  barbarous  in  the  extreme.  A  reoent 
Beport  of  the  Propaganda  recounted  a 
a  fgr^t  number  of  suuh  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  King  John.  Thus,  he  had 
seized  Oatholio  missionaries,  and,  failing 
to  induce  them  to  abandon  Catholicism, 
bad  cut  off  their  feet,  bands,  and 
legs.  Yet  this  was  the  King  with  whom, 
and  on  equal  terms  of  civilization  and 
dignity,  Admiral  Hewett  had  negotiated 
two  Treaties  at  a  cost  of  £4,000.  He 
(Mr.  M'Ooan)  need  hardly  say  that  any 
engagements  entered  into  by  such  a 
aavage  vere  not  worth  the  paper  they 
were  written  upon.  Nor  bad  any  means 
to  insure  the  carrying  out  of  the  Trea- 
ties been  provided  by  the  appointment  of 
Consuls  or  Agents,  who  might  super- 
Tiae  their  execution.  We  relied  upon 
the  word  of  tiliie  savage;  and  on  no 
better  guarantee  had  surrendred  to  him 
a  great  district  of  Egyptian  territory. 
We  did  not  in  terms  ^ve  King  John 
Kassala;  but  we  had  in  efifect  said — 
"We  will  not  g^TO  it  to  you;  but  we 
will  not  prevent  you  taking  it."  Prac- 
tically, therefore,  it  was  understood  that 
King  John  should  seize  and  hold  the 
Eassala  district,  one  of  the  most  culti- 
vated and  ciTilized  and  prosperous  Pro- 
vinces in  Upper  Egypt,  and  the  centre 
of  a  thriving  trade.  With  the  arms  and 
ammunition  he  would  fiod  in  Kassala, 
Amedib,  and  Sanhit,  his  power  for  evil 
over  the  neighbouring  tribes  would  be 
alarmiiwly  great.  Strengthened  by  these 
stores.  He  would  be  able  to  work  his 
savage  will  upon  the  whole.  By  con- 
ferring suob  advantages  on  a  savage  of 
this  kmd,  we  had  iilentitied  onreelvee 
with  him,  and  became,  in  a  sense,  respon- 
sible for  all  the  barbarities  which,  thus 
etrengthened,  he  would  commit.  Nor  was 
the  mischief  so  done  merely  temporary. 
By  turning  Massowah  into  a  free  port 
for  the  admission  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, it  was  made  permanent.  For 
many  years  the  struggle  of  the  Khedive 
of  Egypt  had  been  to  keep  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  from  obtaining  military 
munitions  in  this  way.  The  constant 
desire  of  the  King  had  been  to  get 
aooese  to  the  sea  for  this  purpose.  Very 
little  pure  merchandize  passed  out  of 
Massowah,  and  less  passed  in ;  but  now 
the  passage  of  one  kind  of  goods 
would  certainly  be  largely  inor«ued  by 


the  new  Treaty.  Kine  John  had  been 
for  many  years  one  of  the  largest  slave 
dealers  in  that  part  of  Africa.  Some 
20,000  Abyssinian  slaves,  who  were  the 
highest-priced  slaves  in  Egypt  and  Tur- 
key, passed  over  the  Abyssinian  Frontier 
every  year,  and  for  each  of  these  King 
John  received  a  toll  of  two  dollars,  so 
that  he  made  a  large  roTenue  from  the 
actire  pursuit  of  this  abominable  traffio. 
To  give  philanthropic  colour  to  the  Mis- 
sion, it  had  been  negotiated  that— 

"  Uis  Majesty  the  Negoosa  Kegnst  agnes  to 
prohibit,  to  the  best  of  hia  abili^,  the  baying 
and  Belling  of  slaves  within  bia  dominiona." 

If  King  John  were  a  model  of  honour 
and  good  faith,  such  an  undertaking 
might  have  some  value ;  but,  being  the 
savage  he  was,  it  had  no  value  what- 
ever ;  and  all  the  more  so,  that  there 
would  be  no  Oonsnlar  Agent  on  the  epot. 
King  John's  whole  interest  would  lie  in 
continuing  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past, 
to  encourage  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and 
we  should  be  absolutely  without  the 
means  of  knowing  whether  he  did  so  or 
not.  For  giving  up  the  district  of 
Bogos,  which  did  not  belong  to  us, 
and  as  to  which  we  had  not  oonsnlted 
the  Sovereign  Power  at  all,  and  for  in 
efifect,  also,  surrendering  the  wealthy 
and  prosperous  Province  of  Kassala,  with 
all  the  Qovemment  stores  and  munitions 
of  war,  as  well  as  those  in  Amedib  and 
Sanhit,  we  had  got,  what? — an  "Agree- 
ment" from  this  savage  to  faoilitate  the 
retreat  of  the  garrisons,  and  a  promise 
to  discourage  the  Slave  Trade.  That 
was  a  poor  return  for  £4,000.  To  his 
(Mr.  M'Coan's)  mind,  the  most  serious 
part  of  the  business  was  that  it  would 
have  been  circulated  tiiroughout  tiie 
whole  of  the  Soudan  tiiat  they  bad  made 
oommon  cause  wi&  this  savage  Euig, 
and  that  they  were  as  bad  as  he  was. 
The  action  we  had  taken  would,  he  was 
persuaded,  intensify  the  Moslem  ani- 
mosity and  hatred  and  distrust  of  us 
which  already  existed.  Not  merely  on 
the  ground  of  policy,  but  even  on  the 
ground  of  getting  the  worth  of  what  it 
cost  us,  we  had  made  a  very  bad  bar- 
gain ;  and,  therefore,  he  begged  to  move 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £4,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

*<That  the  Item  of  £4,000,  for  Admiral 
Hewett'a  Special  Miasioa  to  Abyssinia,  be 
omitted  from  the  raopossd  Tots."  —  (JTr. 

M'Coan.) 
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BiBov  HENBT  DE  WOBMB  nid, 
h«  thought  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
M*Ooan)  had  done  good  service  in  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Oommittee  to 
this  Vote.  It  might  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Oommittee  that  he  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  had,  not  long  ago, 
brought  it  under  the  attention  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  had  asked  how  it  was  that 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanhit  had  been 
ceded  to  Abyssinia  ?  And  the  answer  he 
hod  reoeived  was  that,  so  far  as  Articles 
I.  and  II.  of  the  Treaty  of  Adowa  were 
concerned,  there  was  no  evidence  that 
£a8sala  had  been  ceded.  It  appeared 
to  him,  however,  that  in  Article  II. 
there  was  every  evidence  of  such  being 
the  case.   Article  II.  said — 

"  On  and  after  the  lat  day  of  September, 
1884,  corresponding  to  the  8th  day  of  Mas- 
karram,  1877,  the  country  called  Bogos  shall 
be  rettcffed  to  His  Uajesty  the  Negoosa  Negust ; 
and  when  the  troops  of  His  Highness  the  Khe- 
dive shall  have  left  the  garrisons  of  Kassala, 
Amedtb,  and  Sanhit,  the  buildings  Id  the  Bogos 
country  which  now  belong  to  Hia  Highness  the 
Khediva,  together  with  aU  the  stores  and  muni- 
tiona  (rf  war  which  shall  then  remain  in  the 
said  boildings,  shall  be  delivered  to  and  become 
till*  property  of  Hia  Majesty  the  Negoosa  He- 
gnst,'* 

What  was  the  real  meaning  of  guaran- 
teeing that  the  garrisons  should  be  with- 
drawn from  Kassala,  Amedib,  and  San- 
hit, and  should  be  occupied  by  the  King 
of  Abyssinia?  It  was  a  quibble  to  say 
that  it  did  not  mean  the  cession  of  these 
places  to  Kiog  John.  In  1840  these 
plaoee  were  taken  by  Mehemet  Ali,  and 
became  the  property  of  the  Forte.  It 
might  be  said  that  the  question  of  the 
Suzerainty  of  the  Forte  arose  on  the 
broader  question  of  Egypt  itself ;  but, 
admitting  that,  it  was  stiU  a  question 
whether  the  Porte  ought  not  to  have 
been  oonsulted  before  these  places  were 
handed  over  to  the  King  of  Abyssinia. 
So  far  as  he  could  gather,  he  believed 
the  Porte  never  had  been  consulted.  If 
that  were  so,  it  amounted  to  this — that, 
in  order  to  bring  about  an  alliance  with 
Abyssinia,  they  had  handed  over  terri- 
tory which  belonged  to  somebody  else. 
What  was  the  object  of  their  alliance 
with  the  King  of  Abyssinia?  Some 
time  ago,  the  Government  were  asked  if 
—as  it  was  rumoured — they  intended  to  | 
enter  into  an  alliaace  with  the  King  of 
Abyssinia  f   These  q.uestions  vere  gene- 


rally met  by  an  abwdnte  denial  or  an 
evanve  answer.  Hon.  MembOTS  now 
saw  what  sueh  denial  was  worth.  There 

could  be  no  question— there  could  be  do 
doubt — that  there  was  a  most  abeoliUe 
Treaty  between  the  King  of  Abyssinia 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  that 
there  was  the  most  distinct  connection 
between  the  cession  of  the  towns  of 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanhit,  and  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon,  Then,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  very  pertinently  asked, 
who  had  they  allied  themselves  with? 
They  had  allied  themselves  with  a 
nation  probably  excelling  in  barbarity 
the  Soudanese  themselves,  whom  th^ 
had  sought  their  assistance  to  overcome. 
In  allyiog  themselves  in  this  manner, 
they  were  encouraging  a  religious  fwid, 
because  they  were  employing  a  nation 
professing  Christianity  against  a  nation 
of  Mussulmans,  and  they  were  increasing 
the  difficulties  of  a  situation  already 
rendered  difficult  enough  by  their  vainl- 
lating  policy.  As  the  vacillating  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  ma- 
terially increased  their  expenses  and 
their  liabilities  in  that  part  of  the  globe, 
he  should  support  the  Motion  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 
on  this  question  he  could  not  at  all  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr. 
M'Coan).  He  (Sir  George  Campbe^) 
had  never  been  in  the  country  in  ques- 
tion himself ;  but  an  opportunity  of  tn- 
velling  over  it  had  been  afforded  re- 
cently to  a  gentleman,  who  had  availed 
himself  of  it,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  journey  had  borne  good  fruit.  The 
journey  he  referred  had  been  made  the 
subject  of  a  book  of  a  very  interesting  and 
insbuctive  character.  The  author  wasnot 
a  partizan,  nor  had  the  journey  been  un- 
dertaken in  oonneotion  with  thie  eabjeet 
This  writer,  Mr.  Jamas,  had  visited  the 
territory  in  question,  and,  according  to 
this  gentleman's  narrative,  it  poeseesed 
a  good  climate  and  a  large  population, 
principally  Christian.  There  were  many 
Christian  missionaries  in  the  oounby, 
and  Mr.  James  gave  his  readers  to  un- 
derstand that  it  was  occupied  by  Egyp- 
tian garrisons,  who  held  it  as  a  foreign 
country ;  and  it  appeared  to  Mr.  James 
that  the  country  was  one  which  might 
I  very  well  be  given  up  to  the  Abyssinians. 

Mb.M*GOAN:  TbeAbyaainiananerer 
had  it. 
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Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 
the  Abjssinians  had  certainly  posBessed 
it  very  recently,  or,  at  any  rate,  part  of 
it,  and  he  should  be  very  glad  to  hear 
of  its  being  included  within  the  borders 
of  Abyssinia.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  should  explain  pre- 
cisely what  was  meant  by  the  territory 
of  Bogos.  The  Treaty  with  King  John 
was  somewhat  obscure  on  that  point, 
and  was  calculated  to  give  rise  to  some 
misapprehennon ;  and  it  seemed  to  him, 
from  a  careful  study  of  the  document, 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  include 
Kassala  in  the  territory  of  Abyssinia. 
Mr.  James,  in  his  book,  explained  to 
the  reader  the  characteristics  of  the 
country,  and  the  interesting  tribes  who 
occupied  it.  Kassala  was  a  very  civilized 
place.  Not  only  were  there  Greek  mer- 
chants there,  but  also  some  manufac- 
tures ;  and  it  was,  in  fact,  a  large  and 
important  place.  He  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) was  one  of  those  who  desired  to 
see  political  boundaries  correspond  with 
ethnological  boundaries,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  whole  country  occupied  by 
a  Christian  population  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  Christians.  He  would  not 
go  beyond  that;  but  if  they  did  go 
farther,  the  result  would  be  constant 
disturbance  and  prolonged  difficulty. 
He,  therefore,  hopra  that  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  would  not  encourage  the 
King  of  Abyssinia  to  attempt  to  con- 
quer any  territory  outside  the  ethnologi- 
cal boundary.  The  idea  he  (Sir  Geor^ 
Campbell)  had  gathered  from  the  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  Mr.  James,  had 
not  been  such  as  was  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wicfelow,  for,  as  he 
had  said,  this  would  seem  to  be  a  civi- 
lized country.  No  doubt,  they  were  in 
a  very  unpleasant  position  as  to  General 
Gordon,  who  had  got  himself  into  this 
scrape ;  and  it  would  be  a  matter  for 
congratulation  if  they  could  get  him  out 
of  it  without  unnecessary  bloodshed.  He 
should  be  glad  to  see  General  Gordon 
get  out  by  way  of  the  Blue  Nile,  or  the 
White  Nile,  or  any  other  way. 

Mb.  ASHMBAD-BAETLETT  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  who  had  spoken 
from  tiiat  side  of  the  House  (Baron 
HeniT  De  Worms),  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wicklow  (Mr.  H  Ooan)  had 
raised  a  most  important  question.  Of 
all  the  barbarous  and  cruel  and  pusil- 
lanimous acts  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 


ment had  been  guilty  of  in  regard  to 
the  Soudan,  this  invasion  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Arabs  by  Abyssinian  hordes 
was  the  worst.  Could  it  be  doing  right 
to  induce  these  savages,  who  hardly  de- 
served the  name  of  Christians,  to  preci- 
pitate themselves  upon  a  people  alien  in 
race  and  religion—a  people  with  whom 
they  had  been  at  feua  for  generations  ? 
To  invite  them  to  do  this  thing  in  the 
interest  of  General  Gordon,  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  of  the  Soudan,  was  utterly  ab- 
surd, and  an  act  of  sheer  barbarity  and 
cruelty.  The  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  hiul  described  the  Abys- 
sinians  as  a  civilized  people ;  but  they 
were  in  reality  nothing  better  than  a 
horde  of  savages.  Possibly,  th.e  noble 
Lord  (LordEdmond  Fitzmaurice)  might 
disagree  with  the  hon.  Member;  but  his 
opinion  would  have  undergone  a  change 
if  he  had  read  the  accounts  which,  had 
come  from  the  country  in  question 
from  a  correspondent  of  Tk«  Daily 
News,  with  Admiral  Hewett.  The  noble 
Lord  would  have  seen,  if  be  had  read 
this  gentleman's  correspondence,  that 
the  Abyssinians  were  little  better  than 
sava^;  that  Sir  William  Hewetfs 
Mission  was,  &om  time  to  time,  placed 
in  very  great  danger  by  them ;  and 
that  their  habits  and  modes  of  life  were 
filthy  and  barbarous  in  the  extreme.  If 
these  savages  had  had  placed  before 
them  merely  tbe  task  of  wresting  Kassala 
from  the  Arabs,  Parliament  might  hare 
looked  upon  the  enterprize  and  its  suc- 
cess with  complacency ;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  would  have  to  go  through 
thousands  of  Arab  tribesmen,  who  had 
been  comparatively  friendly  to  us  in  the 
Soudan,  to  get  there.  No  doubt,  fire, 
sword,  rapine,  and  erery  sort  of  savage 
licence  would  be  inflicted  upon  these 
tribes.  What  was  the  object  of  this 
invasion?  As  the  hon.  Member  for  Wick- 
low had  pointed  out,  England  could  gain 
nothing  by  it.  Then,  what  was  the  ob- 
ject of  it  ?  Nominally,  it  was  to  relieve 
Kassala.  They  knew  what  that  meant 
— the  absolute  extinction  of  Kassala  and 
most  of  its  inhabitants.  Karaala  was 
a  town  of  26,000  inhabitants — a  town 
which,  according  to  Sir  Samuel  Baker, 
had  multiplied  three-fold  within  the  past 
25  years,  a  town  of  oonnderable  pros- 
perity and  extensive  trade.  This  town 
was  to  be  handed  over  to  Abyssinia.  It 
was  no  use  saying  that  it  was  not  to 
be  handed  over  to  that  countey.  When 
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they  invited  a  savage  Uonaroh  to  make 
himself  master  of  a  place,  and  he  told 
tbem  he  should  retain  it,  and  no  one 
was  sent  out  to  aot  as  a  check  on  him, 
or  to  control  his  movements,  they  were 
practically  giving  it  to  him.  The  British 
Ooverpment  had  made  themselres  re- 
sponsible for  the  Soudan.  They  had 
driven  away  an  Egyptian  Uinister  who 
had  wanted  to  restore  peace  and  order 
in  the  Soudan ;  they  had  massacred 
6,000  or  7,000  Arabs  there;  and  now  they 
were  sendiog  a  horde  of  20,000  savages, 
the  natural  enemies  of  the  Arabs  and 
the  people  in  possession,  to  seize  upon  a 
large  town,  and  devastate  and  lay  waste 
the  surrounding  country  without  the 
slightest  restraint.  If  it  had  been  in- 
tended that  this  march  should  be  con- 
ducted on  oivilized  principles,  and  if  it 
had  been  intended  to  place  some  restraint 
on  the  King  of  Abyssinia,  the  Cbvem- 
ment  would  have  sent  Admiral  Hewett, 
or  some  of  his  officers,  to  accompany 
the  King,  in  order  to  prevent  wanton 
bloodshed  and  useless  destruction  of 
property.  They  had  been  afraid  to 
do  that.  Admiral  Hewett  had  been 
Bent  on  his  Mission.  He  had  gone  as 
rapidly  as  he  oould,  but  had  been  de- 
tained on  the  wav  six  weeks  or  two 
months  whilst  the  King  was  at  his  bath. 
He  left  the  King  as  soon  as  ha  could, 
and  hurried  away.  The  Gbvernment 
had  left  him  to  make  what  arrange- 
ments he  chose,  and  to  do  what  he  liked 
in  the  matter.  Surely,  no  course  of 
action  could  have  been  more  likely  to 
lead  to  destruction  of  life  and  property — 
useless  destruction  of  life  and  property. 
It  was  not  possible  to  stigmatize  this 
action  of  the  Qovemmeot  in  terms  suffi- 
ciently strong.  It  was  even  worse  than 
instigating  the  Bulgarians  to  attack  the 
MusBuImen,  or  the  Turks  to  make  war 
on  the  Bulgarians,  without  taking  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  atrocities,  because 
the  Turks  were  more  oivilized  than  these 
Arabs  and  Abyssinians.  He  admitted 
the  responsibility  of  this  country  to  pro- 
tect the  garrison  of  Kassala ;  but  it  was 
a  responsibility  they  should  bear  them- 
selves, and  their  action  should  not  be  to 
relieve  the  town  of  the  plague  of  the 
Arabs  by  sending  a  worse  plague  in  its 
place.  The  result  of  this  action  was 
very  likely  to  be,  for  the  moment,  to 
drive  the  Arab  besiegers  and  the  Egyp- 
tian garrison  into  union  against  the 
Abyssinian  barbarians.  It  was  said  that 

Mr.  Athmtad-SMrtlHt 


the  assistance  of  the  Abyisiaiane  had 

been  invited  in  the  interest  of  G-eneral 
(Jordan ;  but  he  (Bfr.  Ashmead  Bartlett) 
should  have  thought  no  step  more 
disastrous  to  General  Gordon  could  have 
been  taken.  It  would  create  the  greatest 
bitterness  and  the  deepest  hostility 
amongst  the  Soudanese.  It  would  fill 
the  whole  of  the  Soudanese  with  the 
deadliest  hatred  to  the  Britiah,  when 
they  knew  how  their  conntry  hajd  been 
ravaged  and  their  people  slaught««d 
and  enslaved  by  these  Christian  Abys- 
sinians  at  our  instigation.  He  was 
curious  to  hear  what  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  would 
have  to  say  in  defence  of  the  action  of 
the  Government.  He  was  not  surprised 
at  the  Prime  Minister  running  away — 
what  could  he  say ;  how  could  h.e  defend 
the  ruin  and  bloodshed  about  to  take 
place  in  the  Soudan  ?  That  was  a  very 
awkward  question  for  one  who  had 
talked  so  loudly  and  so  pretentiously  of  the 
rights  of  peoples  and  the  evils  of  blood- 
shed and  rapine,  at  a  time  when  not  he 
himself,  but  a  Minister  to  whom  be  was 
opposed,  was  in  Office.  No  doabt,  that 
was  a  vcny  unpleasant  subject  for  the 
Prime  Uinister,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  right  hon.  Gentl«- 
man  withdrew  from  the  debate.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  hear  what  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  had  to  say  in  defence  of  this 
most  cruel,  pusillanimous,  and  unjustifi* 
able  outrage  on  the  Mussulman  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Soudan. 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
ftpoken,  as  the  evening  draws  on,  seems 
to  me  to  become,  if  possible,  more  and 
more  extreme  in  his  language.  Karly 
in  the  evening  the  Government  were 
"  base"  and  "cowardly,"  but  now  they 
are  "cruel,"  "barbarous,"  and  ''podl. 
lanimous,"  and  Idonotknowhow  many 
terrible  things.  They  have  been  com- 
mitting outrages,  and  are  arranging 
rapine  and  massacres.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  follow  the  hon.  Memb«r  in 
regard  to  his  vague  and  general  acousa- 
tions,  nor  will  I  attempt  to  vie  with  him 
in  the  use  of  strong  language.  I  will 
simply,  at  this  late  nonr  of  the  evenings, 
refer  to  what  I  am  sure  he  wisbefl — 
namely,  to  the  main  facts  of  the  case. 
Now,  this  Trwaty  is  a  very  short  one.  It 
is  a  Treaty  of  Seven  Articles,  and  it  may 
be  generally  desoribed  in  tlus  way — that, 
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on  the  one  hand,  the  King  of  AbTsainia 
engages  to  facilitate  the  retreat  and  with- 
drawal of  the  Egyptian  garrisons  from 
certain  places ;  and  he  also  has  signed 
a  Slave  Trade  Treaty.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Khedive  of  Egypt  undertakes 
to  give  to  the  Abyssinians  free  access  to 
the  port  of  Massowab,  which  is  of  much 
importaoce  to  the  commercial  prosperity 
of  Abyssinia ;  and  the  Khedive  also 
surrenders  the  district  of  Bogos,  which 
place  has  been  already  mentioned  this 
evening.  As  to  the  First  Article  of  the 
Treaty,  that  is,  perhaps,  the  most  im- 
portant— namely, 

"From  the  date  of  the  idgniog  of  this  Treat7 
there  shall  be  free  tranrit  through  Uassowah, 
to  and  from  AbyBsinia,  for  all  goods,  iDClndiog 
arms  and  ammuoition,  under  British  protec- 

tiOD." 

Uassowah  is  vital  to  the  civilization  of 
these  regions.  It  has  for  years  been  the 
object  of  Abyssinia  to  get  free  access  to 
it.  As  I  mentioned  in  one  of  these  de- 
bates earlier  in  the  Session,  ^ere  was  a 
time  when  the  King  of  Abyssinia  said 
he  wotdd  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short 
of  the  absolute  cession  of  Massowah ; 
but  it  has  proved  possible  to  make  an 
arrangement  with  him  short  of  that. 
The  concession  which  has  been  made  is 
very  important  in  the  interests  of  the 
civilization  and  the  commerce  of  these 
regions.  I  can  only  say  that  even  if  I 
agreed  with  the  description  of  the  Abys- 
sinians  which  we  have  heard  to-night,  I 
should  deem  it  absolutely  impossible  to 
rescue  them  from  that  condition  of  war- 
like barbarism  if  Egypt  continued  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  means  of  betaking  them- 
selTes  to  peaceful  commercial  pursuite. 
How  there  is  to  be  any  development  of 
commeroe  or  trade  in  this  district  so  long 
as  the  Abyssinians  are  out  off  from  access 
to  the  sea,  baffles  my  comprehenion. 
To  come  to  the  Second  Article  of  the 
Treaty,  it  says — 

"  On  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  September, 
1864,  corresponding  to  the  8th  day  of  Maskar- 
ram,  1877,  the  country  called  Bogos  shall  be 
restored  to  His  Majesty  the  Negoosa  Kegnst ; 
and  when  the  troops  of  His  Highness  tho  Khe- 
dive shall  have  left  the  garrisons  of  Kassala, 
Amedib,  and  £^anhit,  the  buildings  in  the  Bogos 
country  which  now  belong  to  His  Highness  the 
Khedive,  together  with  all  the  stores  and  muni- 
tions of  war  which  shall  then  remain  in  the  said 
buildings,  shall  be  delivered  to  and  become  the 
property  of  His  Alajeaty  the  Negoosa  Negust.'> 

I  should  like  to  know  what  possible  ob- 
jection there  can  be  to  the  surrender  of 


this  district  of  Bogos  to  Abyssinia  f  At 
(me  time  it  was  Abysnnian  territoiy— 
that  is  not  disputed.  The  only  question 
is  whether  it  is  10,  50,  or  60  years  ago 
that  it  belonged  to  Abyssinia. 

Mb.  M'O  JAN  :  I  said  it  had  been 
taken  by  Uehemet  Ali  from  indepen- 
dent tribes  who  had  never  recognized 
the  supremacy  of  the  Abyssinians. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
The  place  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of 
trouble  in  these  regions,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  an  unmixed  advantage  to 
have  terminated  the  disputes  with  refer- 
ence to  it.  So  long  as  they  existed,  a 
condition  of  warfare,  sometimes  open 
and  sometimes  disguised,  was  certain  to 
be  prevalent  in  these  regions.  Any 
arrangement,  therefore,  that  could  be 
made  which  enabled  the  King  of  Ab;^- 
sinia  and  the  Khedive  of  E^cypt  to  come 
to  terms  and  put  an  end  to  these  seriouta 
frontier  disputes,  must  be  an  unmixed 
advantage.  I  think  the  First  Article  of 
the  Treaty,  which  I  have  read,  as  to 
Massowab,  is  likely  to  bring  that  about. 
I  now  pass  to  the  Third  Article  of  the 
Treaty,  which  is— 

'*  His  Majesty  the  Kegoosa  Negust  eogagea 
to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  of  His 
Highnraa  tho  Khedive  from  Eanola,  Amedibf 
and  Sanbit,  through  Ethiopia  to  Massowah." 

I  thought  I  had  explained  the  other  day 
what  the  meaning  of  this  Article  is.  It 
seems  to  me  that  its  meaning  is  tolerably 
clear.  The  Egyptian  garrisons  are  to  be 
withdrawn  from  these  places,  Kassala, 
Amedib,  and  Sanhit ;  but  only  one  place 
is  ceded  to  the  King  of  Abyssinia— 
namely,  Keren  or  Sanhit.  Bat  I  am 
told  that  the  towns  named  in  the  Treaty, 
though  not  ceded  to  the  King  of  Abys- 
sinia, will  be  held  by  him. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETT  :  He 
says  he  will  hold  them. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMATIEICE : 
I  am  told  he  has  declared  it  to  be  his 
intention  to  hold  these  places.  My  an- 
swer to  that  is  plain  and  simple.  I 
want  to  know  what  interest  of  this  coun- 
try is  injured  by  the  fact  that  these 
places  may  or  may  not  become  Abys- 
sinian territory  ?  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  alarms  which  are  promoted  in  the 
House  by  certain  hon.  Members  in  re- 
gard to  remote  questions  of  foreign 
politics  are  simply  signs  of  that  disposi- 
tion— so  dangerous  in  such  matters — 
that  it  is  the  business  of  this  country  to 
interfere  everywhere.  Some  peo^  aeem 
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to  think  that  we  ought  to  have  somethuig 
to  say  upon  erery  event  whioh  takes 
place  abroad,  and  that  we  ought  to  in- 
terfere in  matters  that  are  not  of  vital 
interest  to  ourselves.    What  is  of  im- 

Sortanoe  to  us  is  to  secure  the  with- 
rawal  of  the  Egyptian  garrisons,  and, 
BO  far  as  we  can,  to  reduce  the  causes  of 
dispute  between  Abyssinia  and  Egypt. 
But  if  it  then  happen  that  in  conse- 
quence of  this  Treaty,  or  in  consequence 
of  the  steps  which  the  King  of  Abyssinia 
may  take,  or  may  not  take,  in  these 
regions,  some  further  portion  of  a  terri- 
tory—the boundary  of  whioh  has  varied 
from  time  to  time — may  have  to  be  ceded 
to  Ab3r8sinia,  it  is  not  a  matter  for  tbis 
oonnt^  or  for  hon.  Members  to  become 
alarmed  about.  It  is  desirable  for  us  to 
look  at  these  things  from  a  oalm  and 
common-sense  point  of  view.  I  know 
very  well  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  paint  this  question  in  colours  dark 
and  gloomy.  We  have  been  accused 
of  letting  loose  fanatical  hordes  of 
fifth-rate  Ohristians  on  these  Mahom- 
medans.  We  have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  descriptions  we  hare  had 
of  " barbarous  tribes,"  "Abyssinian 
savages,"  and  so  on,  have  been  grossly 
exaggerated  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  "  horrible  barbarity  "  of  the  Abya- 
sinians  was  discovered  by  some  hon. 
Members  opposite  about  the  same  time 
that  they  first  heard  of  the  existence  of 
this  Treaty.  I  am  not  contending  that 
the  civilization  of  the  Abysainians  is 
a  high  form  of  civilization,  or  that 
their  Christianity  is  a  very  noble  form 
of  Christianity.  I  have  heard  them  de- 
Boribed  as  "  fifth-rate  Christians."  The 
other  day  I  quoted  from  a  work  by  Dean 
Stanley  on  the  Eastern  Churches,  and 
everyone  who  refers  to  that  work  will 
see  that  the  Abyssinian  form  of  Chris- 
tianity is  not  a  very  exalted  one.  But 
if  we  desire  to  improve  the  condrtion  of 
Christianity  and  civilization  in  that  coun- 
try, the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  give  the 
people  improved  communication  with 
more  civilized  races ;  and  that  we  have 
done  by  giving  them  access  to  Masso- 
wah.  We  have  done  it  also  in  another 
way.  One  of  the  difficulties  that  the 
people  has  suffered  from  has  been  the 
constant  obstacles  thrown  in  their  way 
in  regard  to  the  consecration  of  the 
Aboonas,  or  priests,  by  the  Coptic  Patri- 
arch. In  uie  Fourth  Article  of  the 
Treaty  the  Khedive  nndertakee  that 


these  difflcnltim  shall  no  longer  exiat 

The  Article  is— 

"  Hia  Highness  the  Khedive  engages  to  giant 
all  the  facilities  whioh  His  Uajsaty  the  Kegoou 
NegQSt  may  require  in  the  matter  of  appointiBg 
Aboonaa  for  Ethiopia." 

The  Fifth  Article  does  not  require  any 
detailed  notice.    It  says — 

'*  His  Majesty  the  Negoosa  Neguat  and  Hit 
Highness  the  Khedire  engags  to  aelirer  op,  ths 
one  to  the  other,  any  crimiiuil  or  criminala  vho 
may  have  fled,  to  escape  pnaisbment,  from  tli» 
dominions  of  the  one  to  the  d<HDinioiu  of  the 
other." 

The  Sixth  Article  refers  all  di£fereiu9et 
to  Her  Majesty  in  these  term»— 

"  His  Majesty  the  Negoosa  Negnst  agrees  to 
refer  oil  differences  with  His  Highneat 
Khedive  whioh  m»,y  arise  after  ui«  signing 
of  this  Treaty  to  Her  Britaonio  Mjjsa^  fix 
settlement." 

And  Article  VII.  has  reference  menly 
to  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty.  Hun 
is  only  one  other  point  which  I  need  men- 
tion, and  that  is  what  was  said  by  my  hon. 
Friend  who  has  now  left  the  House  (Baron 
Henry  Be  Worms)  with  reference  to  ths 
Porte.  As  I  said  the  other  daj,  it  has 
never  been  shown  that  the  Bc^os  terri- 
tory comes  within  the  territory  of  the 
Sultan — I  see  no  reason  to  withdraw 
from  what  I  then  said.  I  think  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  Treaty  is  one  which 
will  not  be  disadvantageous  to  the  r^;i«a 
affected  by  it.  In  regard  to  the  anp- 
pression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  there  is  a 
good  deal  to  be  done  by  this  Treaty  with 
the  King  of  Abyssinia;  and  I  hopetha^ 
as  the  trade  of  Massowah  increases,  and 
as  the  British  Consul  who  may  be  sta- 
tioned there  assumes — as  he  will  assnme 
— an  important  position,  it  will  be  found 
possible,  as  is  the  case  in  other  parts  of 
the  world,  to  do  much  towards  stopping 
that  horrible  trade  which  has  led  to  so 
many  of  the  evils  which  have  been  fbond 
to  exist  there. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  declared 
that  he  was  going  to  be  very  calm,  and 
he  certainly  had  been,  and  both  dull  and 
prolix  in  addition.  There  were  several 
points,  not  so  much  of  detail  as  of  gene- 
ral principle,  which  had  appeared  to 
him  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  to  he  of 
a  very  objectionable  character.  In  the 
first  place,  as  to  the  First  Article  of  the 
Treaty.  No  doubt,  everyone  in  the 
House  waa  quite  ready  to  concede  that 
it  was  an  excellent  thing  that  Massowah 
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should  be  open  to  the  Abyasiniaiis.  The 
Second  Article,  however,  was  objection- 
able, because,  in  that,  the  Britiah  Qo- 
vernment  had  ceded  to  the  King  of 
Abyssinia  a  territory  which  they  had 
not  the  smallest  right  in  the  world  to 
cede.  That  was  the  real  point  of  the 
whole  matter— that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  taken  upon  themselves  to  hand 
over  to  the  King  of  Abyssinia,  who  was, 
undoubtedly,  a  barbarian,  a  large  terri- 
tory over  which  the  Abyssinians  had 
no  control,  and  over  which  the  British 
Government  could  exercise  no  sort  of 
authority.  He  wished  to  know  why 
snch  a  proceeding,  which,  undoubtedly, 
in  more  civilized  parts  of  the  world, 
would  have  been  repudiated  and  de- 
nounced by  the  British  Gh>Temment,  if 
adopted  by  any  other  Gh>vemment,  had 
became  legitimate,  proper,  and  decent, 
when  adopted  by  them  in  this  part  of 
Africa  ?  What  right  had  they  to  give 
over  the  Bogos  people  to  the  Sove- 
reignty of  the  Kiog  of  Abyssinia  ?  It 
was,  at  least,  60  or  80  years  since  the 
territory  had  belonged  to  Abyssinia, 
if,  indeed,  it  had  ever  belonged  to  it. 
The  noble  Lord  seemed  very  positive 
on  the  point ;  but  he  had  failed  to 
^ve  hon.  Members  his  sources  of 
information.  But  supposing  that  this 
territory  at  one  time  had  belonged 
to  the  Abyssinians,  the  fact  that  it  no 
longer  belonged  to  them,  and  had  ceased 
to  be  their  proper^  for  SO  or  60  years, 
was  a  great  pro<a  that  it  should  not 
belong  to  them,  and  that  the  Abyssinians 
were  not  fit  to  hold  it  or  govern  it.  He 
protested  against  the  principle  of  the 
Second  Article  of  the  Treaty,  which 
assumed  that  the  British  Government 
had  a  right  to  distribute  the  Soudan — 
or  rather  this  territory  with  this  dis- 
agreeable name — in  the  way  in  which 
they  proposed  to  distribute  it.  Then, 
they  came  to  the  question  of  Kassala, 
and  the  territory  round  it.  That  was  a 
much  more  serious  matter.  It  was  not 
denied  that  the  King  of  Abyssinia  in- 
tended to  annex  Kassala,  and  the  British 
Government  meant  handing  over  a  coun- 
try filled  with  a  Uahommedan  popula- 
tion to  the  rule  of  a  man  who,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Mahommedans,  was  a  here- 
tical Sovereign.  He  wished  to  ask  again 
what  right  the  British  Government  had 
to  treat  this  population  around  Kassala 
in  a  different  manner  to  tlutt  in  which 
they  would  treat  the  population  of  any 


other  part  of  the  Soudan  ?  The  great 
point  of  the  Government  policy  in  the 
Soudan  was  that  the  people  there  were 
struggling  to  be  free.  Why  were  the 
people  at  Kassala  to  be  placed  in  this 
disgraceful  position,  that  they  of  all 
others  of  the  Soudan  were  not  to  be 
allowed  to  be  free,  but  were  to  be  placed 
under  the  rule,  not  of  the  Mahdi,  but  of 
a  got  diaant  Christian?  Nothing  more 
odious  to  the  Mahommedan  population 
in  that  part  of  the  world  could  be  con- 
ceived. The  noble  Lord  had  given  no 
reason  why  these  people  should  he 
treated  in  a  different  manner  to  the 
people  of  Darfur.  What  guarantee  was 
there  that  the  garrisons  of  Kassala  and 
the  places  round  it  would  be  rescued 
by  the  King  of  Abyssinia  ?  Wonid  they 
ever  know  what  became  of  these  garri- 
sons. To  anyone  who  had  read  the 
accounts  of  the  Mission  of  Admiral 
Hewett,  it  was  quite  plain  they  had 
been  drawn  entirely  from  liberal 
sources.  It  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
enterprize  of  The  Daily  Newa  that  they 
had  received  such  full  accounts  of  the 
Mission  at  all,  and  yet  it  was  clear  from 
those  accounts  that  the  Abyssinians  were 
an  extremely  savage  and  barbarous  raoe. 
That  was  certainly  the  impression  enter- 
tained of  them  at  the  time  of  the  Ab^ra- 
sinian  War.  He  wished  to  know  what 
guarantee  the  Government  had  that,  in 
return  for  bringing  about  the  cession  of 
Bogos,  the  garrisons  of  Kassala  and  the 
other  places  would  ever  be  liberated,  or 
that  tney  would  even  be  allowed  to 
withdraw  ?  It  seemed  to  him  there  was 
no  guarantee  at  all — that  the  King  of 
Abyssinian  might  attack  them  without 
our  having  any  remedy  against  him. 
There  was  another  point  which  might 
not  have  occurred  to  the  noble  Lord  or 
to  the  Foreign  Office,  but  which  was 
very  remarkable.  The  British  Govern- 
ment was  now  engaged  in  supervising 
the  administration  of  a  thoroughly  Ma- 
hommedan country,  and  if  the  British 
Government  wasto  have  any  success  what- 
ever in  having  this  arrangement  ac- 
ceded to  by  Mahommedan  subjects  in 
Egypt,  it  must  more  or  less  consult  their 
religious  feelings  and  their  religious  law. 
Well,  he  knew  the  Mahommedans,  as  a 
rule,  were  not  very  fond  of  Christians. 
There  was  a  deep  gulf  between  Ma- 
hommedans and  Ohribttans,  and  where 
the  question  of  government  was  con- 
cerned, that  difflnenoe  had  been  fimnd 
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Terj  wide  indeed.  But,  ouriouBlj  enoagh, 
he  had  been  told,  on  the  authority  of  a  very 
learned  man  now  in  England — an  Ulema 
of  the  UniverBity  of  Cairo — that  if  there 
were  a  set  of  Christians  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  whom  the  Mahommedans  loathed 
and  abhorred  more  than  another,  it  was 
the  AbjBsiniaa  Christians.  Thev  were 
forbidden  by  their  religion  to  make  any 
terms  with  themi  and  wars  had  been 

foing  on  between  them  for  generationa. 
here  had  nerer  been  any  peace  be- 
tween them.  This  was  a  principle  re- 
cognized by  all  Mahommedans ;  whe- 
ther or  not  it  was  in  the  Koran  he 
could  not  say.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  looked  upon 
all  this  with  supreme  contempt — he  was 
anxious  to  get  to  those  little  niggling 
Votes  which  were  so  dear  to  his  heart 
and  so  troublesome  to  everjone  else. 
To  his  (Lord  Kandolph  Churchill's) 
mind,  these  subjects  were  not  beneath 
the  notice  of  the  Committee,  and  it  was 
not  too  much  to  ask  that  the  Committee 
should  discuss  them  when  they  came  on 
for  the  first  time.  If  the  particular 
question  now  under  debate  was  so  com- 
pletely beneath  the  notice  of  the  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
he  would  recommend  him  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and,  for 
the  moment,  leave  the  House.  This  was 
certain — that  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  anxious  to  affront  and  dis- 
please Mahommedans  in  £gypt  as  out- 
rageously as  they  could,  they  would  do 
it  oy  concluding  a  Treaty  with  Abys- 
sinia. Besides,  there  was  a  belief 
amongst  the  Arabs,  that  some  day  mis- 
chief would  arise  from  the  Abyssinians. 
These  facts  he  gave  the  Committee  as 
he  had  received  them  from  a  learned 
man  from  Cairo,  whom  he  himself  was 
inclined  to  believe.  The  Government 
had  been  most  unfortunate  in  the  course 
they  had  taken ;  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  view  he  had  just  expounded 
had  been  put  to  the  noble  Lord  or  the 
Foreign  Of&ce  before.  If  it  had  not,  it 
was  not  altogether  unworthy  of  their 
notice.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Btep  the  Government  had  taken  had 
been  a  singularly  ill-advised  one,  and  if 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  divided 
against  the  Vote,  he  (Lord  Kandolph 
Churchill]  should  certainly  vote  with 
him. 

Sir  WILFBID  LAWSON  said,  that 
the  ejqtlanation  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lmd 

lord  Sandolfh  ChurtMU 


Edmond  Fitzmaorioe),  and  his  defenoe 
of  the  Government,  was  as  strong  a  case 
as  had  yet  been  made  out  against  them. 
The  noble  Lord  had  admitted  that&e 
Abyssinians  were  not  first-rate  ChristiaiiB 
— that  they  were  6fth-rate  Christians. 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
I  said  someone  else  described  them  u 
sufih. 

Sib  WILFBID  LAWSON  said,  that 
even  if  they  were  first-rate  ChristiAni, 
we  had  no  right  to  pat  them  to  this  use. 
He  agreed  with  what  had  been  said  hj 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Baa- 
dolph  Churchill).  The  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Asbmead-Bartlett)  had  certsiolj 
used  strong  language,  and  if  these  Abjs* 
sinians  were  the  brutes  and  savsgeshe 
had  described  them  to  be,  nothing  oould 
be  worse  than  their  employing  themia 
this  business.  One  of  the  things  he 
wished  to  know  was  this — what  was  the 
meaning  of  this  obscure  Article  of  the 
Treaty— 

"  His  Majesty  the  Negoon  Kegast  eapg» 
to  facUiate  uie  withdrawal  of  the  troops  of  Hii 
Highoeaa  the  Khedive  from  Kassala,  AmeiUb, 
and  Sanhit,  through  Ethiopia  to  Maeiowatir" 

That  was  the  real  point  of  their  ioqniij 
now.  Did  that  mean  that  these  fifUi*nte 
ChristiaiLS  and  first-nte  savages  were  to 
be  sent  oat  into  the  Soudan  to  lay  waste 
the  country  and  to  "assist  in  g^if 
these  Egyptian  troops  out,"  or  did  it 
not?  ["No!"]  Then,  how  werethe 
Abyssinians  to  assist  in  getting  them  ou^ 
if  troops  were  not  to  go  there?  He 
could  not  understand  what  it  all  meant 
When  they  went  to  war  it  was  the  cne- 
torn  to  do  all  the  harm  they  could  to  a 
country,  and  these  fifth-rate  Christiaiu 
aud  firdt-rate  savages  were  just  the  fel- 
lows to  foUow  out  that  principle  to  de 
letter.  It  seemed  to  him  that  they  ven 
now  in  a  worse  position  than  they 
some  time  ago.  What  an  outcry  there 
was  when  they  employed  the  North 
American  Indians  against  the  Amari* 
cans  in  the  War  of  Indepeodenee! 
Chatham's  most  powerful  speeeh  was 
made  against  it — the  speech  that  th.«J 
used  to  learn  as  schoolboys;  and  here 
they  were  doing  the  same  thing  agua 
in  the  year  1884.  He  had  hoped  that, 
they  were  getting  beyond  these  horrera. 
First,  they  interfered  with  the  freedom  of 
action  of  a  peaceful  and  laborious  people 
in  Egypt ;  then  they  went  through  eveij 
species  of  horror  in  slaughtering  asd 
dispersing  the  Arabs ;  and  now  the  iiobl« 
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Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  made  a  speech  in  sup- 
port of  the  employment  of  fifth-rate 
Christians  in  this  kind  of  warfare.  He 
should  certainly  Tote  for  the  proposal  of 
Ibe  hon.  Member  for  Wi(^lov. 

Baboh  HENBT  D£  WOBUS  sud. 
he  wished  just  to  make  one  remark  in 
answer  to  an  observation  of  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Kdmond  Fitzmaurioe).  As 
he  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  had  un- 
der6tood  the  noble  Lord,  he  had  said 
there  was  no  evidence  in  the  Treaty  or 
the  accompanying  documents  that  the 
King  of  Abyssinia  intended  to  take 
Kassala,  Amedib.  and  Sanhit.  It  seemed 
to  him  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  that 
there  was  distinct  evidence  in  the 
ease. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE 
said,  the  hon.  Member  was  not  in  the 
House  when  he  spoke.  He  had  stated 
that  it  was  not  within  the  four  comers 
of  the  Treaty. 

Barov  HENBT  de  worms  said,  it 
was  quite  clear  that  Admiral  Hewett, 
who  was  a  party  to  the  Treaty,  knew  at 
tlie  time  he  was  assenting  to  it  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  King  of  Abys- 
sinia to  annex  Kassala  and  the  other 
places.  In  his  Beport  to  Earl  Granville, 
m  the  1 2th  paragraph,  he  said — 

"  I  pointed  oat  that  he  would  not  be  a  gainer 
hj  having  ports  of  his  own,  and  in  this  view  he 
acquiesced ;  botdeolared  hia  intdntion  of  taking 
Esaaala  from  the  Arabs,  ahoold  it  fall  into  Uieir 
haods.*' 

And  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  on  the  22nd  of  June,  the  Ad- 
miral made  a  statement  to  the  effeot 
that  on  the  fall  or  evacuation  of  Ame- 
dib, King  John  undoubtedly  intended 
to  take  it  as  a  reward,  and  to  compensate 
him  for  the  trouble  and  expense  of  re- 
lieving the  garrison.  Was  it  not,  there- 
fore, dear  that  the  contracting  parties 
who  made  this  Treaty  with  King  John, 
knew  that  it  was  his  intention  to  annex 
Kassala  and  Amedib  ?  If  so,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr.  M'Coan)  had 
made  out  his  case. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEBE  protested  against 
money  being  wasted  in  stirring  up  war 
in  the  Soudan.  He  oould  not  make  out 
on  what  ground  this  Expedition  had  ever 
been  sent  to  Abyssinia.  They  had  heard 
a  short  time  ^o,  from  the  Front  Minis- 
terial Bench,  that  the  independenoe  of 
tiie  Soudan  had  been  declared ;  and  if 
that  was  the  case,  why  should  Admiral 


Hewett  go  to  Abyssinia  to  employ  the 
people  of  that  country  against  the  Sou- 
danese ?  There  had  been  no  proof  given, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  garrison  of 
Kassala  wished  to  leave,  and,  in  the 
second  place,  that  it  could  not  leave  if  it 
wished.  They  had  simply  given  up  the 
Soudan ;  and  yet  in  the  North  they  had 
made  eve^  kind  of  attack  upon  it,  and 
had  sent  General  Gordon  to  Khartoum , 
where  he  seemed  to  be  passing  his  time 
killing  and  slaying  the  Natives,  whilst 
in  the  South  they  sent  Admiral  Hewett 
to  the  King  of  Abyssinia  to  prevail  on 
him  to  make  a  raid  on  the  country.  Why 
could  they  not  let  the  Soudan  alone, 
baring  declared  its  independence?  They 
had  gone  on  meddling  andmeddling,  and 
would  probably  continue  to  do  so,  send- 
ing an  Embassy  to  one  place,  a  Chris- 
tian hero  to  another,  an  Army  to  another, 
and  so  on.  That  would  go  on  until  the 
House  protested  against  this  abomin- 
able waste  of  money  for  such  a  wicked 
purpose  as  the  stirring  up  of  war  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  He  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  M'Coan)  would  di- 
vide the  Committee. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  —  Ayes  32  ; 
Noes  67 :  Majority  36.— (Div.  List, 
No.  208.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  ho 
had  given  Notice  that  he  would  propose 
to  reduce  the  Supplementary  Vote  by 
£240,  expenses  connected  with  Egypt. 
He  had  put  that  Motion  on  the  Paper, 
because  he  very  strongly  disapproved  of 
the  arrangements  made  for  continuing 
the  International  Tribunals  for  five  years, 
for  he  believed  that  would  be  most 
disastroiu.  But,  at  this  period  of  the 
Session,  he  could  not  hope  for  an 
adequate  discussion,  and  therefore  he 
should  not  propose  the  Amendment. 

Mh.  LABOUOHERE  wished  to  obtain 
some  explanation  about  chaplains.  There 
were  a  good  many  chaplains  provided 
for ;  but  it  was,  perhaps,  not  generally 
known  that  there  was  no  law  which  gave 
the  Foreign  Office  a  right  to  charge  for 
a  chaplain  at  a  Legation  or  Embassy, 
but  only  where  there  happened  to  be  a 
Consul.  Where  there  was  a  Consul,  a 
chaplain  could  be  appointed ;  but  there 
were  eereral  Embassies  where  there 
were  chaplains,  and,  in  some  easest  £300 
a-year  was  voted  for  them.  /^^^^T^ 
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The  chairman  :  I  do  not  see  that 
any  of  these  Yotes  relate  to  chaplains, 
and  the  hon.  Member  will  not  be  in 
Order  in  debating  any  qaestion  in  re- 
gard to  them. 

Me.  LABOUOHEBE  wished  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Chair  a  ruling  on  a  point 
which  was  a  very  important  one,  and 
one  on  which  questions  were  constantly 
being  raised.  Were  the  various  items 
to  be  taken  teriatim  in  snob  a  manner 
as  that  it  one  hon.  Member  got  up  and 
made  a  proposal  upon  some  item  near 
the  end  of  the  Yote,  no  othw  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  afterwards  be  at  liberty  to 
raise  any  discussion  upon  any  item  that 
stood  before  it  ?  He  was  not  going  to 
attack  the  Tote,  but  only  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. Of  course,  if  the  Chairman  main- 
tained the  ruling  that  had  just  been 
laid  down,  the  matter  was  at  an  end ; 
but  it  certainly  was  most  inconvenient, 
and  it  was  very  desirable  that  there 
should  be  some  definite  and  distinct 
statement  irom  the  Chair  upon  the 
subject. 

Thb  chairman  :  The  Bule  of  the 
House  is  rery  precise.  It  is  clearly  laid 
down  that,  after  a  Qaestion  has  been 
proposed  from  the  Chair  for  the  dimi- 
nutiun  of  any  item,  no  Motion  can  be 
made  or  debate  allowed  upon  any  pre- 
ceding item.  The  hon.  Member,  there* 
fore,  cannot  debate  any  preceding  item. 
There  is  no  Vote  for  Chaplains  before 
us  now— if  there  was  such  an  item  to 
come  on,  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
in  Order ;  but  there  is  not. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

(2.)  £155,402  (including  a  Supple- 
mentary sum  of  £2,010],  to  complete  the 
sum  for  Consular  Services. 

Captain  ATLMEB  wished  to  call  at- 
tention to  a  matter  in  connection  with 
this  Vote.  There  was  a  very  large  sum 
put  down  here  as  fees  received  during 
the  year  1882-3,  amounting  altogether 
to  £45,102.  That  was  a  very  large  sum, 
and  it  was  well  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee.  It  was  very  right 
tHut  ^g^'w^*  subjects  abroad,  requiring 
the  semces  of  a  Consul  to  witness  docu- 
ments, should  be  charged  a  fee.  He  did 
not  attack  that  principle  at  all,  and  he 
was  very  glad  that  the  amount  was  so 
large;  but  his  opinion  was  that,  oon- 
sidwing  the  fees  that  were  charged^  the 
amount  might  be  veiy  much  la^er. 
There  was  not  the  least  oheok  upon  these 
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charges,  so  far  as  he  could  learn.  An 
Englishman  abroad,  appearii^  before  a 
Consul  for  the  purpose  of  signing  hia 
name,  getting  a  writ  issued,  or  anything 
else,  had  to  pay  6#.,  7*.,  or  8«.,  or  what- 
ever was  required  by  the  Consular  Office, 
as  a  fee ;  but  no  accounts  seemed  to  be 
kept  of  these  payments,  nor  did  there 
seem  to  be  any  possible  check  to  secure 
a  thoroughly  accurate  return.  He 
(Captain  Aylmer)  himself  had  had  to 
pay  on  very  many  occasions,  and  the 
money  had  always  been  put  in  the  Con- 
sul's pocket,  or  into  that  of  his  clerk, 
and  there  was  no  way  in  which  the  Go- 
remment  could  chec^  the  amount.  He 
had  often  discussed  the  matter  with  gen- 
tlemen who  were  travelling  abroad,  and 
the  opinion  generally  entertained,  with- 
out charging  anybody  with  disboneety, 
was  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
money  never  arrived  at  the  English  Ei- 
chequer  at  all.  The  difficulty  could  be 
very  easily  met  by  providing  that  a  Oon- 
sular  stamp  should  be  affixed,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort  done  ;  but  as  matters 
stood  at  present,  all  he  could  say  was, 
that  a  man  appeared  before  the  Consul, 
the  Consul  witnessed  the  signature,  the 
man  paid  a  fee,  the  money  disappeared 
in  the  Conaurs  pocket,  the  Consul  made 
no  entry  and  kept  no  account,  and  there 
was  no  possible  check  of  any  sort.  Many 
Consular  Offices  abroad,  where  English- 
men had  to  go  to  sign  important  docu- 
ments, were  in  a  very  disgracefal  state. 
Very  large  sums  were  set  down  in  the 
Votes  for  these  Offices— £200  a-year  was 
allowed  for  the  Consular  Office  chiefly 
used  in  Paris ;  but  to  get  into  that  Office 
one  had  to  pass  through  a  dark  room 
without  a  window,  and  it  was  generally 
hampered  with  a  heap  of  luggage,  which 
was  not  at  all  a  right  or  proper  oondi- 
tion  for  an  English  Consular  Office  to  be 
in.  That  was  a  state  of  things  that  was 
much  complained  of. 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURICB 
said,  these  Consular  Offices  were  regu- 
lated under  the  terms  of  an  Order  in 
Council.  Every  Consul  or  Consular 
officer  who  received  fees  had  to  make  a 
careful  account  of  the  amount  recnved. 
No  doubt,  in  tiieory,  the  method  of  check 
might  not  seem  a  very  perfect  (me; 
but  the  mattfflT  was  receiving  atten- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  he  was  bound 
to  t^ink  that  there  never  had  been  tiie 
least  suspicion  of  any  improxter  oondtwt 
on  the  part  of  any  Oonau^r  offioei  in  »- 
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gard  to  these  fees.  Hoverer,  the  aah- 
ject  woxUd  be  looked  into. 

Captain  AYLMER  said,  his  attentioa 
had  been  specially  called  to  the  matter 
by  the  remark  made  by  a  notary  going 
out  of  a  Oonsular  Office,  who  said — 
"That  money  is  going  into  that  man's 
pocket."  He  (Captain  Alymer)  replied — 
"  It  will  be  sent  home."  Whereupon  the 
notary  rejoined — ' '  You  need  not  tell  me. 
That  is  not  the  opinion  abroad." 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETT  said, 
he  had  hoped  that  this  Vote  would  not 
have  been  proceeded  with  that  night, 
but  would  have  been  postponed.  It  was 
not  his  fault  that  time  had  been  spent 
over  another  Vote  of  great  importance. 
There  were  several  points  in  connection 
with  this  Consular  Vote  which  he  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  draw  attention  to  ; 
but  as  they  had  been  engaged  upon  the 
Estimates  from  directly  after  the  close  of 
the  Questions  until  now,  he  thought  the 
GKtvemment  might  fairly  consent  to  post- 
pone this  Vote.  There  were  special 
reasons  connected  with  the  convenience 
of  hon.  Members  why  the  Vote  should 
be  postponed.  They  were  led  to  believe 
last  week  that  the  Diplomatic  Vote  would 
be  postponed,  as  the  Government  wished 
to  make  a  Ministerial  Statement  which 
wottld  affect  the  various  items.  It  was 
not  fair  to  take  away  from  the  House 
the  opportunity  of  criticizing  some  of 
these  Votes,  when  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  elaborately  concealed. 
The  Prime  Minister  was  asked  over  and 
over  again  last  week  and  the  week  be- 
fore, to  fix  a  night  for  these  Votes;  but 
he  delayed  doing  so  until  Friday.  When 
they  compared  the  consideration  shown 
by  the  Government  to  the  feelings  of 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland  in  regard  to 
Votee,  which  were  debated  day  after 
day  and  week  after  week,  and  frequently 
postponed  to  meet  some  secret  objeot — 
when  they  compared  all  this  exagge- 
rated subserrieacy  to  the  caprices  of 
Irish  Members  with,  the  conduct  of 
tiie  Government  in  regard  to  the  Diplo- 
matio  and  Consular  Totes,  and  when 
they  remembered  that  the  sole  oppor- 
tunity which  had  been  given  to  the 
House  that  Session  to  offer  criticisms  in 
regard  to  the  wide  Dominions  of  the 
Grown  depended  upon  Supply,  they 
would  feel  that  it  was  unreasonable 
that  this  Vote  should  be  pressed  for- 
ward that  night.  Under  these  ciroum- 
Btaooee,  and  in  view  of  the  poatpone- 
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ment  of  the  Ministerial  Statement,  he 
was  not  acting  unreasonably  in  asking 
that  this  Consular  Vote  should  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEEE  said,  they  were 
always  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
for  Eye,  and  he  really  did  not  see  why 
that  hon.  Gentleman  should  not  go  on 
now.  The  Session  must  end  some  time, 
and  there  wen  some  hon.  Members  who 
hoped  it  might  end  soon ;  but  if  they 
only  discussed  a  Vote  a  night,  they  would 
have  the  Prorogation  one  day  and  the 
Queen's  Speech  opening  another  Session 
the  next.  He  hoped  they  would  go  on 
with  the  Vote  which  was  now  before  the 
Committee,  and  he  wished  to  ask  some 
questions  in  reference  to  it.  In  the  first 
place,  he  wished  to  ask  a  question  about 
the  Consulate  at  Eertch.  He  believed 
the  Consul  appointed  at  Eertch  was  a 
fugitive  from  justice.  He  need  not 
enter  into  details  on  the  subject ;  but  he 
believed  that  that  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  rose 
to  Order.  Under  the  ruling  which  had 
just  come  from  the  Chair,  it  appeared 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  raised  a  debate 
upon  this  point,  he  (Mr.  Aahmead- 
Bartlett)  would  not  be  able  to  refer  to 
any  of  the  preceding  items. 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber moves  to  reduce  the  Vote  on  this 
item,  then  it  would  not  be  competent  for 
any  hon.  Member  to  discuss  any  of  the 
preceding  items. 

Captaut  AYLMER  said,  he  thought 
it  was  necessary  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton,  under  these  circum- 
stances, should  say  whether  he  intended 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  or 
not. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  said,  he  did  not 
intend  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote — he  only  wanted  to  know  about 
this  Eertch  Consid,  because  there  was  a 
libel  case  going  on  about  him.  He  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  Eertch  Oonanl 
was  still  receiving  pay  or  not?  Another 
point  which  he  wished  to  raise  was 
this— he  did  not  want  to  raise  any 
Egjrptian  disouasion ;  but  he  wanted  to 
know  what  was  going  on  in  Ehartoum. 
Was  Mr.  Power,  the  Consul,  there  ?  He 
would  like  to  hear  some  details  about 
that. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
said,  that  with  regard  to  Eertch,  an 
opportunity  had  been  taken  of  making 
oertaia  improvements  in  reference  to  tu 
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Consnlar  Office,  and  the  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton, who  was  an  unpaid  Vice  Consul, 
had  been  withdrawn.  There  would  now 
be  a  regular  Consul  there,  for  Kertch 
was  becoming  a  very  important  place. 
In  regard  to  Khartoum,  Mr.  Power 
was  merely  a  temporary  Acting  Consul, 
charged  with  Consular  duties. 

Mr.  GALLAN  wished  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  for  an  explanation  on  one  point. 
He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle 
these  Consular  salaries  and  duties  were 
apportioned  T  He  found  that  in  the 
Brazils,  the  Consul  at  Pemambuoo  had 
£800  a-year  and  £400  for  allowances, 
or£l,200inaU;  whilo  the  fees  received 
amounted  to  only  £116.  In  another 
case,  the  Consul  received  £600  a-year  in 
salary  and  £150  in  allowances;  while 
the  fees  received  were  £119.  But  in  the 
Argentine  Eepublic,  at  Bosario,  the  Con- 
sul received  do  salary,  and  the  expenses 
for  Office  allowances  were  only  £300 
a-year;  while  the  fees  received  amounted 
in  1882  to  £320,  and  last  year  to  £355. 
On  looking  back  to  the  Estimates  for 
previous  years,  he  found  that  in  1879 
the  Consul  at  Rosario  received  £400 
a-year  in  salary  and  £200  for  expenses 
and  Office  allowances.  What  was  the 
state  of  trade  in  Bosario  at  that  time? 
On  looking  over  the  Board  of  Trade 
Betnrns,  he  found  that  the  shipping 
from  Bosario  in  1879  oonsisted  of  42 
English  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  22,000 
tons,  and  crews,  giving  the  most  trouble 
to  the  Consuls,  of  696  ;  whereas,  in  the 
past  year,  the  shipping  had  increased 
to  153  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  109,000 
tons.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  Beturn 
given  to  him  by  one  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Bepublic.  It  was  the  Beturn  of  one 
English  line  going  to  Bosario — Lambert 
and  Holt's  Line — and  from  that  it  ap- 
peared that  in  1878,  when  there  was  a 
Consul  at  Bosario,  with  £600  a-year, 
only  12  ocean  steamerswent  into  Bosario ; 
whereas  in  the  present  year,  up  to  the 
1st  of  June,  29  steamers  of  one  firm 
alone  went  there,  and  in  last  year, 
97  ocean  ateamers  went  into  the  port. 
Taking  the  fees  received  in  tiie  Office, 
it  ajppeared  that  in  1879  the  GonsnPs 
duties  were  so  light  that  only  £94  13«. 
was  received  in  fees  ;  whereas,  last  year, 
the  amount  received  and  returned  to  the 
Foreign  Office  was  £355,  which  was  £55 
in  excess  of  .the  salary  or  allowanoes  for 
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the  Consul's  Office.  In  1878  and  1879, 
when  there  was  a  Consul  in  exiatenee, 
with  a  salary  and  allowances  of  £600 
a-year,  there  was  only  one-fifth  of  the 
present  tonnage  or  of  the  present  official 
duties ;  but  now  only  £300  a-year  was 
allowed  for  Office  expenses,  and  there 
was  no  salary  at  all.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  there  was  a  Departmental 
Commission  sitting  on  the  subject,  and 
he  wanted  to  know  on  what  |»inciple 
the  salary  was  granted — whethm  by  uie 
amount  of  fees  received,  the  amount  of 
shipping  entering  the  port,  or  the  natme 
and  amount  of  tlw  geaenl  dntiea  per- 
formed? If  the  siuazy  was  fixed  in 
reference  to  any  one  of  these  considera- 
tions—the  tonnage,  the  number  of  the 
crews,  the  amount  of  business  going 
into  the  Office,  the  amount  of  the  fees 
received,  or  the  increasing  importanoe 
of  the  port — there  could  be  no  possible 
reason  why  the  city  of  Bosario,  which, 
in  1879,  possessed  a  Consulate,  should 
in  the  present  year,  when  it  had  become 
the  second  port  of  the  Argentine  Be- 
public, be  rMuced  to  a  Vice  Oonsulate. 
He  hoped  some  explanation  would  be 
given  to  the  Committee  aa  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  salaries  were  allo- 
cated, and  that  immediate  steps  would 
be  taken  to  remedy  this  wholly  un- 
justifiable inequaUty  which  ought  not 
to  exist.  He  hoped,  now  chat  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  had  been  drawn  to  the 
matter,  that  he  would  be  able  to  give 
some  consideration  to  it  before  the 
Beport. 

Mr.  BETCE  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  about  the  Consulates  in 
Asia  Minor  and  Armenia,  and  also  as  to 
the  allocation  of  plaoee  where  Consols 
were  kept.  It  was  said  last  winter,  that 
new  instructions  had  been  given  to 
Consuls  in  Asiatic  Turkey  that  they 
were  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  especially  to  the  notios 
of  Her  Majeely'a  Ambassador  at  Oon- 
stantinople,  any  oppressions  upon  the 
subjects.  Bat  the  results  had  beoi 
somewhat  nanow,  and  he  wanted  to 
know  what  was  the  real  state  of  the 
case  ?  As  to  the  places  of  these  Con- 
sular Stations,  he  found  that  some  Ooo- 
suls  had  been  withdrawn  from  Asiatie 
Turkey  where  they  used  to  be  main- 
tained. That  might  have  been  done 
&om  motives  of  economy.;  but  if  Ooa- 
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auls  were  to  be  withdrawn  at  all,  there 
were  other  plaom  from  which  they  might 
hare  been  withdrawn  with  more  advan- 
tage — ^places  where  they  were  less  needed 
than  some  of  those  from  which  they  had 
been  withdrawn.  The  Committee  would 
remembw  that,  immediately  after  the 
Anglo-Turkish  Convention,  the  lata  Oo- 
vemment  sent  Military  Oonauls  to  the 
Armenian  Frontier  charged  with  stra- 
tegic duties.   They  were  to  observe  the 

S regress  of  Bussia,  and  to  enable  as  to 
efend  tixe  Frontier  of  Asiatic  Turkey. 
But  he  supposed  the  functions  of  those 
Consuls  vanished  with  the  Anglo-Turkish 
Convention  itself,  which  was  now  rele- 
gated to  a  limbo  from  which  it  oould 
never  emerge. 

Me.  ASHMEAD-BARTIiBTT :  Who 
sa^  so? 

Mn.  BRYCE,  continuing,  said,  these 
officials  never  performed  military  duties; 
but  they  did  very  good  work  in  report- 
ing instances  of  cruelty  and  oppression, 
of  scandalous  injustice  and  exactions, 
sometimes  by  officials  and  aometimes  by 
xobber  trib«.  These  instances  of  op- 
presfiion  were  sent  to  Constantinople. 
Our  Ambassador,  in  many  cases,  inter- 
fered, and  in  some  cases  there  was  very 
litUe  donbt  that  some  sort  of  check, 
though  not  complete,  was  imposed  upon 
the  conduct  of  these  oppressors.  Now, 
this  force  of  observers  had  been  dimi- 
nished ;  and  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Government  that  they  would  do  better 
to  remove  their  Vice  Consuls  from  places 
like  Broussa  and  Alexandretta  than  from 
places  where  g^eat  oppressions  were 
constantly  being  exercised,  and  from 
which  Reports  would  be  of  very  great 
valne.  Since  Turkey  had  done  nothing, 
some  good  might  be  done,  at  any  rate, 
by  having  Consuls  at  those  places  to  let 
tiiem  know  what  was  going  on,  and 
then  the  Government  would  have  means 
of  remonstrating  with  effect.  Similar 
remarks  would  apply  to  tiie  case  of 
European  Turkey.  There  were  many 
nlaoes  where  they  might  have  Consuls. 
They  had  none  at  all  up  at  Bosnia,  and 
a  conflagration  might  break  out  at  any 
moment.  They  ought  to  have  a  British 
officer  in  that  immense  district  of  coun- 
try ohatged  with  knowing  what  the 
condition  of  the  country  was.  They 
knew  what  serious  results  followed  in 
1875  and  1876  from  the  ignorance  of 
this  country  and  of  the  Gtovemment  as 
to  the  state  of  European  Turkey.  The 
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massaeres  of  1876  took  them  completely 
by  surprise ;  but  if  they  hod  bad  a 
proper  staff  to  diffbse  the  informatioB 
through  the  country  a  very  different 
result  might  have  happened.  He  wanted 
to  know  whether  the  Government  could 
not  teansfer  the  Consuls  from  places 
where  they  were  less  needed  to  those 
places  where  they  were  greatly  needed  ? 

Me.  O'SHEA  said,  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  remuneration  of  Con- 
suls and  Consular  Agents  abroad  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  inquired  into;  be- 
cause there  was  no  doubt  that,  while 
some  of  those  gentlemen  were  well  paid, 
others  were  under-paid.  He  would  take 
the  case  of  the  OoubuIs  in  Spain  as  an 
instance.  The  Vice  Consul  at  Santander 
received  a  salair  of  £100  a-year,  and 
an  allowance  of  £280  for  Office  expenses 
and  rent,  which  latter  amount  included 
£200  for  fees ;  whereas  the  amount  of 
fees  payable  to  the  Government  appeared 
to  be  only  £134.  The  Committee  would 
be  aware  that  Santander  was  a  very 
important  port ;  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand why,  having  regard  to  the  amount 
of  British  commerce  represented  there, 
the  position  of  their  Representafave 
there  should  not  be  advanced  from  Vice 
Consul  to  that  of  Consul,  and  why  his 
salary  should  not  be  raised  propor- 
tionately. Again,  the  Vice  Consul  at 
Carthagena,  a  very  important  place, 
where  difficult  questions  relating  to 
shipping  often  arose,  received  only  £200 
and  £100  as  an  allowanae  for  Office  ex- 
penses and  rent.  The  fact  that  this 
Vice  Consulate  returned  the  large  sum 
of  £629  in  fees  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  in  itself  sufficient  to  show  that 
this  country  ought  to  be  well  repre- 
sented there.  Thsa.  he  observed  that 
the  Consul  General  at  Havana,  who  re- 
ceived £1,200  a-year  as  salary  and  £600 
a-year  for  Office  expenses  and  rent,  also 
received  from  the  Spanish  Government 
£115  a-year  for  house  rent  as  Commis- 
sary Judge.  He  thought  it  was  not 
right  that  a  Consul  should  receive  any 
money  at  all  from  a  Foreign  Govern- 
ment. Without  going  into  further  de- 
tail, he  trnsted  the  whole  subject  would 
receive  the  attention  of  tiie  Foreign 
Office. 

Me.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said, 
he  had  been  very  much  amused  at  hear- 
ing the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryoe)  protest 
against  what  he  called  outrages  in 
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Tnrk^  in  Asia ;  and,  generallT.  be  was 
•ntertained  with  the  line  which  tbe 
bon.  and  learned  Member  took  on  that 
point  as  one  of  the  supporters,  throngh 
thick  and  thin,  of  the  ^liof  oi  Her 
Uajesty'sGovemment,  which  had  caused 
&r  more  ruin  and  loss  of  life  in  other  Ma- 
homedan  countries.  ["  Order,  order ! "] 
He  submitted  that  he  was  perfectly  in 
Order.  Surely  it  was  right  to  answer 
the  ailment  of  the  bon.  and  learned 
Member  by  analogy  ;  but.  passing 
from  that  subject,  he  desired  to  have 
some  information  from  Her  Majesty's 
Qorerament  with  regard  to  tbe  position 
of  tbe  Acting  Consul  at  Khartoum.  To 
use  tbe  language  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that 
gentleman  bad  been  in  a  perilous  posi- 
tion for  tbe  last  four  or  fire  months. 
Tbe  last  communications  from  him  were 
dated  the  28rd  of  March  and  tbe  7th  of 
April,  in  the  former  of  which  he  said — 

"We  are  daily  expecting  Britiih  troops;  ve 
osoaot  believe  that  we  are  to  be  abandoned  by 
the  Oorenunait;  oar  aziitence  depends  od 
SngUnd." 

On  the  7th  of  April  he  said — 

"  Ehartonm  u  at  present  the  centre  of  an 
enormoQB  rebel  camp ;  our  store  of  food  and 
unmunition  ie  ntber  short;  tbe  ntnation  ia 
Tery  OTiMcal ;  we  are  trying  to  ran  a  steamer  to 
Berber ;  bnt  yesterday,  owing  to  the  rebel  fire, 
•he  had  to  return." 

That  was  the  statement  of  a  gentleman 
who,  according  to  the  noble  Lord,  ac- 
cepted a  very  onerous  position  at  great 
peril  to  himself,  discharged  bis  duties  in  . 
that  position  with  great  advantage  to 
the  country,  was  lauded  by  a  British 
Minister  for  having  done  so,  and  then, 
BO  far  as  they  knew,  had  been  abandoned 
to  bis  fate.  That  gentleman  was  Mr. 
Power,  the  Consular  Agent  of  this  coun- 
try at  Khartoum.  Now,  he  wished  to 
say,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Power,  that  every 
Statement  which  bad  appeared  in 
7V«iM,eommg  from  him  as  Correspondent, 
and  every  statement  made  by  him  to 
the  GoTemment,  had  been  entirely 
borne  out  by  facts;  there  was  no  im- 
portant statement  made  Mr.  Power, 
and  which  had  appeared  in  tbe  public 
Press,  or  in  the  official  records,  that 
ooold  be  impugned.  His  accuracy  was 
nndonbted,  and  tbe  statements  be  bad 
made  as  coming  from  General  Gordon 
himself  had  been  proved  up  to  the  hilt 
by  subsequent  accounts  published  in  the 
Blue  Book.   He  thought  the  Prime  Mi- 
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nister  and  tbe  Gbvamment  owed  a  public 
apology  to  Mr.  Power  for  tbe  language 
they  had  at  one  time  used,  wbi^  threw 
a  doubt  upon  his  accnraey.  No  one  at 
that  moment  knew  what  was  going  to 
be  done  iriUi  him,  although  tfaey  might 
possibly  hear  something  on  tbe  snUeet 
to-morrow.  He  wanted  to  know  now 
long  this  gentleman  was  to  be  left  in 
his  perilous  position,  or  whether,  baring 
in  that  position  discharged  his  duties 
faithfully,  he  was  to  be  abandoned  by 
the  Government  P  Without  detaining  the 
Committee  any  longer  on  that  subject, 
he  would  pass  to  the  position  of  the  Con- 
sul at  Tamatave.  At  present  be  appeared 
to  have  been  of  no  advantage  to  this 
country.  He  had  been  sent  out  to  Mada- 
gascar last  November ;  but,  so  far  as  it 
was  possible  to  judge  from  the  answers 
of  the  Oovemment  on  tbe  subject,  he 
bad  as  yet  disohai^ed  nofunoti(ms  what- 
ever, although  be  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bart- 
lett)  was  willing  to  admit  that  he  might 
hare  discharged  functions  of  which  they 
had  no  knowledge.  No  doubt,  it  was 
the  fault  of  the  Goremment  ra^er  than 
of  tbe  Consul  that  nothing  was  dons. 
Now,  the  petition  of  this  gentleman 
also  was  one  of  considerable  danger, 
because  it  was  understood  that  tbe  ill- 
feeling  of  the  French  towards  the  Eng- 
lish had  much  increased  of  late,  the 
resietanoe  which  the  Hovas  had  made 
being  attributed  to  tbe  action  of  the 
British  Bepresentative  in  Madagascar. 
He  wished  to  know  what  tbe  Consul 
there  was  doing  to  fulfil  his  duties? 
The  noble  I/ora  had  rather  sooffed 
at  the  amount  of  trade  which  their 
Bepresentative  in  Madagascar  had  to 
look  after ;  but  he  could  state  that  tbe 
amount  of  that  trade  was  repreaented 
by  about  £750.000  starling  a -year. 
[*'  No,  no !  "]  That  was  a  correct  state- 
ment; be  had  made  it  before,  and  he 
should  repeat  it  again  and  again,  until 
the  Goremment  showed  that-  they  were 
alive  to  the  importance  of  this  queetion. 
I^ast  year  40  ships,  sailing  undw  the 
British  Flag,  cleared  from  one  port  in 
the  Island  alone.  The  depression  whidi 
existed  in  tbe  shipping  trade  wae  per- 
fectly well  known ;  and  surely  bon.  Mem- 
bers had  a  right  to  complain  T^en  an 
important  part  of  that  trade  was  neg- 
looted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
The  trade  with  Madagascar  amounted, 
as  he  had  pointed  out,  to  £760,000  a- 
year ;  bat  it  had  been.«lmost  ntizety 
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destroyed,  and  large  numbers  of  planters 
and  traders  had  been  practically  ruined, 
while  nothing  was  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect  British  subjects  or  Bri- 
tish interests  in  the  Island.  He  did  not 
blame  the  Oonsul ;  it  was  the  policy  of 
the  Government  that  was  at  fault ;  and, 
for  all  they  could  see,  those  great  inte- 
rests were  being  negleeted.  Therefore, 
he  said  that  the  Committee  had  a  right 
to  olatm  on  this  subject  from  the  Gtorem- 
ment  a  full  explanation.  The  Govern- 
ment had  submitted  to  loss  of  territory ; 
they  bad  accepted  insults  freely  from 
France ;  they  had  established  them- 
selves in  Egypt  only  to  see  their  in- 
fluence and  whole  policy  set  at  nought; 
and  yet  they  were  aotu^ly  too  timorous 
to  protect  British  interests  in  Mada- 
gascar. Before  he  assented  to  the 
Vote  being  taken,  he  should  expect 
to  receive  a  very  distinct  statement  of 
facts  in  connection  with  the  position  of 
affairs  in  Tamatave — a  clear  statement 
as  to  the  QoTernment's  intentions  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Power,  and  also  an  aseur- 
an  «e  that  the  G^Temment  were  at  last 
plucking  up  heart  to  make  some  efforts 
to  put  an  end  to  a  condition  of  affairs 
generally  so  seriously  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  O-reat  Britain. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  said,  he  bad  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  and  the 
Govemment  to  an  important  point  con- 
nected with  the  position  of  the  British 
Consul  in  Madagasuar.  It  appeared,  on 
the  statement  of  commercial  men  com- 
petent to  speak  on  the  subject,  that 
English  commercial  interests  in  Mada- 
gasrar  were  not,  and  could  not  be  at- 
tended to,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Consul  resided  in  the  interior  of  the 
Island  at  a  great  distance  from  the  port. 
If  it  were  the  case  that  the  Consul  did 
not  reside  within  reach  of  those  whose 
business  lay  in  the  import  and  export 
trade  of  the  Island,  there  could  be  nu 
doubt  that  the  complaint  of  merchants 
and  others  that  their  interests  in  Mada- 

fasoor  were  unprotected  was  a  just  one. 
[e  believed  there  was  a  man-of-war 
somewhere  aboat  the  Coast;  but  the 
British.  Bhipowners  felt  that^  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  they  ran  a  g^reat  deal  of  nsk, 
and,  under  tlie  oirouinstanoee,  he  was 
sure  they  would  receive  with,  gratitude 
an  aasnranoe  from  Her  Majesty's  Go* 
T«mment  that  their  interests  would  be 
protected.  He  understood  that  it  was 
th^  intention,  when  the  Consul  was  sut 


out  to  the  Island,  that  there  should  be 
more  than  one  BepresentatiTe  of  British 
interests  there;  but  the  only  Bepresen- 
tatire  he  knew  of  was  the  gentleman 
who  lived  in  the  interior,  and  who  was 
described  by  commercial  men  as  being 
no  Bepresentatire  at  all.  That  was  a 
matter  of  ve^  serious  impOTtance,  be- 
cause he  was  in  a  position  to  assure  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Beoretaiy  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  that  there  was  a 
great  amount  of  commercial  depression. 
Knowing  that  to  be  the  case,  it  was  felt 
most  strongly  by  his  constituents  that 
the  commercial  iuterests  of  the  country 
should  be  protected  wheresoever  they 
existed,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so ;  and 
they  believed  that  if  a  more  determined 
position  were  taken  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  end  would  be  gained.  He 
wanted  the  noble  T>}rd,who,  he  believed, 
was  anxious,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power^ 
to  protect  British  interests,  to  represent 
at  the  Foreign  Office  that  a  very  strong 
feeling  existed  with  re^ud  to  this  ques- 
tion amongst  commercial  men  in  Liver- 
pool, and  in  other  commercial  centres. 

Ma.  WABTON  asked  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Lord,  although  the  point  had 
more  to  do  with,  the  boo.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  aecounts  relating  to  the  ex- 
penditure at  Constantinople  were  stated. 
He  would  simjdy  indicate,  for  his  pur- 
pose, the  items  for  messengers,  canvas- 
sers, and  for  constables.  The  salary  in 
each  case  was  put  down  at  so  much,  and 
then  underneath  the  amount  there  was 
another  amount  bracketed  to  the  amount 
above,  without  the  slij^hteat  information 
on  the  face  of  the  Estimate,  or  in  any 
foot-note,  as  to  what  tlie  extra  sum  was 
for.  Besides,  the  salaries  of  the  con- 
stables at  3«.  and  5$.  6d.  a-day  were 
miscalculated.  This  irregularity  showed 
itself  in  every  item  of  the  Vote,  and  cer- 
tainly called  for  a  clear  explanation, 
which  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  or  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to  fur- 
nish to  the  Committee. 

LoHD  EDMOND  FITZMATJBICB" 
said,  he  should  be  glad  if  he  were  able 
to  reply  on  all  the  points  raised  since 
the  last  Division.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Loath  (Mr.  Callan)  had  called 
his  attentioa  to  tiie  Consular  arrange- 
ments at  Bosario.  He  was  willing  to 
say  that  if  his  hon.  Friend  put  fonrard 
a  cats,  and  furnished  the  needful 
fignrei  and  Isets,    he   would  look 
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into  the  matter;  and  if  it  should  be 
thought  that  the  Oonsular  arrange- 
ments in  question  required  revision, 
Buoh  revision  should,  if  possible,  be 
made.  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
(Ifr.  BxToe)  had  raised,  in  the  course 
of  diis  oiBOnwon,  a  subject  in  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
greatly  interested — ^namdy,  die  state  of 
affairs  in  certain  parts  of  the  Turkish 
Dominions  in  Asia  Minor,  and  the  al- 
leged deficiency  in  the  Consxilar  arrange- 
ments there.  It  was  true  that  when  the 
present  Government  came  into  Office 
they  made  a  reduction  of  the  Staff.  He 
believed  that  the  Consuls  appointed  in 
the  last  days  of  the  late  Government 
were  six  in  number,  and  that  they  had 
been  sent  to  the  moeb  important  places 
in  Asia  Minor,  where  it  was  thought 
they  might  be  instrumental  in  obtain- 
ing the  execution  of  some  of  the  reforms 
promised  by  the  Turkish  Government ; 
but  after  persevering  for  a  conmderable 
time,  it  was  found,  notwithstanding  the 
engagements  entered  into  between  the 
Turkish  Government  and  tiie  British 
GoTemment,  that  all  their  representa- 
tionB  were  luelesB.  It  was  true  the 
Oonsuls  were  able  to  ooUeot  a  gr^t  deal 
of  important  information;  but,  as  he 
had  said  before,  their  endeavours  to 
bring  about  reforms  were  unsuccessful, 
not  from  any  shortraming  on  their  part, 
but  from  the  uawillingness  of  the 
Turkish  Government  to  act  upon  their 
advice.  Bepresentations  were  made  at 
Constantinople,  but  were  equally  with- 
out result,  and  the  conclusion  come  to 
by  the  Government  was  that  there  was 
no  longer  any  justification  for  asking 
the  country  for  a  continuation  of  the 
expenditure  which  the  posts  in  Asia 
Mmor  required  when  it  was  impossible 
to  show  any  results.  The  diminished 
staff  in  Asia  Minor  had  received  instruc- 
tions  not  to  lessen  its  activity  on  behalf 
of  reform ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
it  appeared  impossible  to  carry  out  any 
actual  reform.  Inspectors  had  been  sent 
out,  and  reforms  promiBcd ;  but  in 
reality  nothing  was  done.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  also  alluded  to  the 
Province  of  Macedonia,  from  the  north 
of  which  the  Consular  Staff  had  been 
withdrawn.  But  with  regard  to  that 
Province  and  other  places,  the  absolute 
necessity  of  having  Oonsular  officers 
there  was  rerj  mnoh  diminished  by  the 
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extension  of  the  railway  from  Salonira, 
which,  although  there  was  only  one  train 
a-day,  had  done  a  ^eat  deal  towards 
opening  up  the  region  and  furnishing 
facilities  for  obtaining  information.  The 
Consul  General  at  Salonica,  a  gentle* 
man  of  great  ability  and  energy,  had 
used  that  railway  as  a  means  of  obtaining 
information  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  impossible  fbr  him  to  obtain.  Then 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Glare 
(Kr.  O'Shea)  had  touched  upon  the 
salaries  of  the  Vice  Consuls  at  Cartha- 
gena  and  St.  Sebastian.  He  hoped  his 
hon.  Friend  would  not  object  to  his  say- 
ing that  the  points  he  had  raised  were 
such  as  he  would  like  to  consider  in  de- 
tail with  him,  if  that  course  were  per- 
fectly convenient.  Then  he  came  to  the 
questions  of  the  hoo.  Member  for  Eye 
(Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett),  and  here  he 
was  approaching  a  difficult  task,  because 
it  tended  to  re-open  the  question  of 
Madagascar,  which  was  a  favourite  sub- 
ject with  the  hon.  Member.  The  hon. 
Member  had  already  that  Session  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  a  speech. 
[Mr.  Ashkrij>-Babti£tt  :  There  is  no 
obligation.]  In  reply  to  the  inquiiy 
with  regard  to  Madagascar,  the  Consular 
Staff  had  been  strengthened,  and  the 
late  Consul  replaced.  Trading  Vice 
Oonsuls  had  he^  appointed  in  aeveraX 
parts  of  the  Island.  The  residonce  of 
the  Consul  in  Madagascar  had  been 
nominally  at  Antananarivo ;  but  the  late 
Consul,  Mr.  Pakenham,  resided  at  Tama- 
tave,  and  he  resided  there  because  it 
was  considered  desirable  that  he  should 
be  at  the  place  where  the  principal  com- 
merce of  the  Island  took  place.  Connter 
representations  had  been  made  to  the 
effect  that  the  Consul  should  reside  in 
the  central  town  of  the  Island ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  the  view  would  ultimately 
prevail  that  it  would  be  more  convenient 
when  the  Island  assumed  a  more  setUed 
appearance,  if  Mr.  Graves  were  more  at 
the  capital  than  Mr.  Pakenham  was. 
Since  Mr.  Graves  had  been  in  the  Island 
he  had  been  travelling  about  a  great 
deal ;  he  had  been  in  the  capital,  in 
Tamatave,  and  other  places ;  but  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  say  where  his  per* 
muient  residenoe  wouU.  be  until  tlw 
rather  painfdl  state  of  things  now  «z- 
istingin  the  Island  had  passed  away. 
"Mx,  Pakenham  was,  owing  to  personal 
reMons,  in  a  peculiarly  difficult  position 
with  regard  to  going  frequentiy  Mtweea 
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the  capital  and  l^uuatave,  vhioh  was  the 
cause  of  his  having  a  permanent  resi- 
dence at  the  latter  place.  He  trusted 
these  explanations  would  be  Batisfactoi^ 
to  the  commercial  world,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  thought  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett) 
was  correct  in  saying  that  he  had  at  any 
time  underrated  the  importance  of  the 
trade  of  Madagascar,  The  bon.  Member 
for  Eye  had  spoken  of  the  trade  of 
Madagascar  as  being  £2,000,000.  [Mr. 
Ashukab-Bartlett  :  No.]  Those  were 
hU  figures,  and  he  appeared  to  use  them 
as  a  convenient  mode  of  expression  with 
regard  to  trade  in  other  countries ;  but 
he  did  not  think  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site  (Mr.  Whitley),  who  used  hia  figures 
more  carefully,  would  be  likely  to  fall 
into  the  same  error. 

Mb.  ASHKEAD-BABTLETT  said, 
the  noble  Lord  had  repeated  a  statement 
with  regard  to  himself  after  he  had  de- 
nied it.  He  had  never,  either  inside  or 
outside  that  House,  stated  that  the  trade 
of  Madagascar  was  £2,000,000,  or  any 
other  number  of  millions.  The  statement 
of  the  noble  Lord  was,  therefore,  quite 
inaccurate.  He  challenged  the  noble 
Lord  to  show  that  he  had  ever  stated 
the  trade  in  any  part  of  the  world  to  be 
£2,000,000  \  so  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
been  guilty  of  a  sheer  invention,  which 
he  seemed  anxious  to  maintain  without 
any  proof  whatever.  Again,  the  noble 
Lord  was  unjust  in  aeousing  him  of 
wanting  to  raise  a  debate  on  Madagascar 
affairs  on  this  Vote.  It  was  of  no  use 
telling  the  Committee  that  there  waa  a 
Oonsul  who  was  going  about  the  Island ; 
their  wish  was  to  asoertun  what  that 
Oonsul  was  doing,  and  what  the  Go- 
vernment were  doing  to  restore  the 
£750,000  of  trade  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  French  operations  in 
Madagascar.  What  were  the  Govern- 
ment doing,  either  of  themselves  or 
through  their  Consul,  to  ^et  rid  of  the 
miserable  state  of  things  in  the  Island, 
which  waa  causing  considerable  loss  to 
the  community.  He  should  like  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liverpool  (Mr.  Whitley),  who,  at  least, 
knew  what  he  was  talking  about,  on  the 
information  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
given  him ;  and  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  commercial  men  concerned 
in  this  trade  of  £750,000  were  satisfied 
with  the  statement  of  tiie  noble  Lord? 
Be  had  had  a  large  number  of  commu- 


nications from  persons  interested  in  this 

matter,  and  he  thought  he  should  be 
justified  in  moving  that  Progress  be  re- 

Eorted  after  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord ;  and,  at  all  events,  he  had  a  right 
to  call  upon  the  noble  Lord  to  withdraw 
the  statement  that  he  (Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett)  had  said  the  trade  of  Madagas- 
car was  £2,000,000,in8tead  of  £750,000, 
as  he  had  said. 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAXJEIOE 
said,  he  could  give  no  further  informa- 
tion beyond  what  he  had  from  time  to 
time  given.  The  Foreign  Office  had  re- 
ceived no  special  information.  If  the 
hon.  Member  never  said  £2,000,000,  he 
would  at  once  accept  that  explanation 
imd  withdraw  the  statemfflit  he  hod 
made ;  hut  he  had  made  it  because  he 
had  seen  that  figure  attributed  to  Ihe 
hon.  Uembo:  in  various  speeches  during 
the  Secess. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETT  said, 
the  point  he  had  put  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Power  was,  whether  the  Government 
admitted  the  substantial  accuracy  of 
Mr.  Power's  statements?  Considerable 
blame  had  beentlirown  upon  Mr.Fower; 
and  what  he  wished  to  know  was,  whe- 
ther the  noble  Lord  had  any  proof  in 
support  of  what  he  had  said,  or  whether 
he  was  willing  to  admit  that  Mr.  Power 
deserved  general  credit? 

Me  COUETNEY,  replying  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bridport 
(Mr.  Warton),  explained  that  it  was 
represented  to  the  Treasury  last  year 
that  it  was  necessary  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  obtain  officials  in  Asia  Minor, 
and  they  had  consented  to  give  an  extra 
amount 
Vote  agr$9d  to. 

(3.)  £25,670  (including  a  Supplemen- 
taiy  sum  of  £11,080),  to  complete  the 
sum  for  the  Suppresnon  of  the  Slave 
Trade. 

C&PTADf  ATLMEB  asked  for  some 
information  in  explanation  of  the  large 
increase  in  the  amount  allowed  for  some 
places? 

LoBD  EDMONB  FITZMAUBIOE 
said,  he  had  already  answered  this  ques- 
tion in  one  of  the  Egrotian  debates  in 
connection  with  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Two  or  three  changes  had  been  made. 
The  Home  Qovemmoit  would  now  be 
responaibte  for  the  wlude  of  the  anaage- 
ments  oonneoted  with  Zansibar,  imd 
the  Indian  QoTenuuent  flw  tiuae  at 
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Uuskat.  Formerly,  the  Home  GoTern- 
ment  oontributed  half  the  amount  for 
Muscat,  and  the  Indian  Gorernment 
half  at  Zanzibar.  At  the  same  time,  the 
number  of  Consuls  on  the  Coast  had 
been  increased,  amongst  those  appointed 
beio^  those  Oonsule  whose  names  and 
sppomtmeDts  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  and  gallaot  Member.  The 
arrangement  with  regard  to  the  Postal 
Service,  which  had  real^  been  a  Slave 
Trade  Serrioe,  was  no  longer  renewed 
as  a  Postal  Serriee,  but  as  a  Slave  Trade 
Service.  That  was  to  saj,  whereas 
formerly  the  whole  of  the  money  which 
now  appeared  under  the  contract  men- 
tioned in  this  Vote  appeared  as  a  Postal 
arrangement,  it  had  now  been  taken 
over  by  the  Foreign  Office,  because  it 
was,  in  reality,  an  arrangement  with 
regard  to  the  blave  Trade.  That  ar- 
rangement, it  was  believed,  would  ma- 
terially contribute  to  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade  io  those  regions. 

CAPrAiH  AYLMER  asked  where  were 
the  headquarters  of  the  four  new  Oon- 
Buls  f  It  was  said  to  be  on  the  African 
mainland;  but  that  was  a  very  wide  de- 
Boription.  It  was  important  that  the 
public  should  know  where  they  were 
stationed. 

liOBD  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE  re- 
viled, that  the  Coast  was  divided  into 
louz  distriets,  each  under  the  charge  of 
one  of  these  Consuls.  The  Consuls 
would  not  be  stationary,  but  would  move 
about.  That  was  an  essential  part  of 
the  arrangement. 

Vote  agrefd  to. 

(4.)  £4,420,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Tonnage  Bounties,  &c.  and  Liberated 
African  Department. 

(6.)  £2,005,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Suez  Canal  (British  Directors). 

(6.)  £20,951,  to  complete  the  snm  for 
Colonies,  Grants  in  Aid. 

(7.)  £17,300,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies. 

(8.)  £16,000,  for  Cyprus,  Grant  in 
Aid. 

Mr.  MOLLOT  said,  he  would  like  to 
know  how  long  this  iniquitous  oharire 
was  to  last?  * 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  aaid,  it 
would  last  as  long  as  the  defioieney 
lasted.  The  deficient  was  only  £15,000. 
Zord  Sdmond  Fitmumif 


Mr.  MOIiLOY  said,  the  Vote  asked 
for  was  £30,000 ;  but  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  the  deficiency  was  on)y£l9,000. 
This  was  a  remnant  of  the  Tory  policy, 
for  which  the  country  had  now  to  pay. 

Mr.  COtJBTNEY  said,  this  was  the 
apparent  deficiency  in  September  last ; 
but  it  was  not  so  large  now. 

Mb.  WABTON  said,  the  defioiencj 
was  at  one  time  £90,000 ;  but.  owing  to 
the  increased  prosperity  of  the  Island 
under  their  rule,  were  was  a  prospect 
of  the  Island  returning  a  surplus. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(9.)  £13,832,  for  Subsidy  to  Oastle 
Mail  Packets  Company. 

(10.)  £284.825,  to  complete  the  anm 
for  Science  and  Art  Department. 

(11.)  £102,133,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  British  Museum. 

Mr.  WAETON  asked  whether  the 
authorities  would  not  arrange  to  let 
the  public  see  this  Museum  in  the  eren- 
ing? 

Mb.  OOUBTNEY  said,  the  Trustees 
of  the  Museum  had  considered  that 
matter,  but  had  not  seen  their  way  to 
carry  out  the  suggestion,  being  very  ap- 
rehenslve  as  to  the  risk  of  fire.  They 
ad,  however,  to  some  extent,  intro- 
duced the  electric  light  into  the  Beading 
Boom. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(12.)  £8,500  (including  a  Supplemen- 
tary sum  of  £2,500),  to  complete  the 
sum  for  University  Colleges,  Wales. 

(13.)  £4,261,  to  complete  the  sniu  fw 
Deep  Sea  Exploring  EzpeditioB  (Be- 

port), 

(14.)  £255,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Transit  of  Venus. 

Mr.  WAHTON  asked  whether  this 
Vote  was  the  end  of  the  expensea  con- 
nected with  this  matter  ? 

Mb.  GOUBTNEY  sfdd,  he  beUered  it 

was. 

Vote  agrtti  to. 

(16.)  £18,031,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Universities,  &c.  in  Sootland. 

(16.)  £1,700,  to  complete  the  snm  for 
National  Gallery,  &c.  in  Sootland. 

(17.)  £6,000,  for  Scottish  Histoxical 
Portrait  Gallery. 
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Motion  made,  and  Qnestion  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,196,  be 
gianted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  aum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1886,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  School 
Teachers'  Superannuation  Office,  Dublin." 

Mr.  BIGKJAB  eaid,  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  not  caused  any  serioue  delay  in 
regard  to thelrish  Votes;  and  he  thought 
the  QoremmeDt  might  consent  to  post- ' 
pone  this  Vote,  eapeoiallj  aa  they  had 
made  great  progress  in  the  last  half 
hour.  This  was  the  night  of  the  Bank 
Holiday,  and  it  would  be  exceedingly 
diffionlt  for  Members  to  get  oabs.  He 
b^^^ed  to  more  that  Ingress  be  re- 
ported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr. 
JSiggar,) 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  entirely 
sympathized  with  the  hon.  Member  with 
regard  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  cabs ; 
but  if  the  Committee  would  tsike  this 
Tote,  he  did  not  intend  to  propose  the 
Yote  for  the  Queen's  Colleges. 

Me.  HEALY  said,  a  number  of  Irish 
Members  had  gone  home  on  the  under- 
standing that  this  Vote  would  not  be 
taken  that  night.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  a  flatal  mistake  for  l^em  to  go  home 
at  any  time.  It  had  been  distinctly  un- 
derstood, as  the  hon.  Memberfor  Queen's 
County  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  had  said, 
that  no  other  Irish  Yotea  would  be  taken 
that  night;  and  therefore  he  thought 
the  Qovernment  ought  not  to  take  this 
Vote  now.  It  would  be  mach  better  to 
discuss  it  in  daylight. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  not  to  discuss  it 
at  all. 

Mft.  BIGGAE  said,  there  was  no 
reason  to  anticipate  very  much  discus- 
sion ;  but  the  Yote  was  of  a  contentious 
nature. 

Mr.  HEALT  asked  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  withdraw  the  Yote  if  the 
^ish  Members  agreed  to  the  Yotes  for 
the  Endowed  l^ools  Oommissioners 

Sreland),  and  the  National  Gallery  (tre- 
nd)? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  eonaented  to  with- 
draw the  Yote. 

Motion,  bj  leavaf  ioUMrawn. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

(18.)  £470,  to  complete  the  snm  for 
the  Endowed  Schools  Oommisaionen, 
Ireland. 

(19.)  £1,441,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  Te-morrow. 

Committee  to  rit  again  2V-momw. 

Me.  HEALY:  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man wishes  to  take  theRe^rt  of  Supply 
of  Saturday  I  shall  not  object. 

SUPPLY.— BEPOET. 

Postponed  Besolutiona  [let  Angiut] 
eontidwtd. 

Me.  HEALY :  I  should  like  now  to 
repeat  the  question  I  put  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  the 
other  evening  on  the  subject  of  visits  to 
prisoners  in  Irish  gaols.  Is  the  exist- 
ing rule  to  be  done  away  with,  and  is 
the  discretionary  power  to  be  taken 
from  the  Governors  of  gaols?  I  put 
the  question  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land,' in  the  absence  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretaxr. 

Thb  SOUCITOE  GENEEtAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  WAimB) :  I  have 
written  about  this  matter,  but,  as  yet, 
have  received  no  information. 

Reeolutions  agr90d  to. 

OOKBTTPT  PBACnCaES  (8USPKN8I0N  OF 
ELEOnONS)  BILL.— [Bill  814.] 
(Jfr.  Attorney  Omeral,  Mr.  Bolieitar  OtnmO.) 
SECOND  EEADIVQ. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Jfr.  Attemtjf  Gonorat.) 

Me.  WARTON  said,  he  must  reidly 
object  to  this  Bill  being  read  a  second 
time.  In  1880,  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, there  were  several  Royal  Com- 
missions appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  into  electoral  corruption. 
Seven  boroughs  were  affected  in  the 
result — boroughs  returning  two  Mem- 
bers each,  so  that  14  Members  were  in- 
volved. Of  these  14  Members,  11  were 
liberalfl,  and  three  OonservatiTee.  Bills 
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had  b«ai  broodit  fbrward  in  prerions 
Beadona  anspesding  the  elections.  The 
teason  he  opposed  the  present  measure 

was  because  it  was  not  a  repetition  of 
the  Bills  of  previous  years,  as  it  should 
be.  He,  in  his  ignoraace,  trusting  the 
Attorney  General,  had  assumed  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  intended  to 
treat  the  House  justly  and  fairly  in  this 
matter  ;  but  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  moved  the  second  reading  by 
merely  formally  raising  his  hat,  imply- 
ing that  there  was  no  occasion  for  him 
to  make  any  statement.  But  this  Bill 
was  different  from  others  which  had 
been  brought  in  before.  He  was  not 
going  into  the 'Constitutional  point,  as 
uat  would  take  a  long  time  to  areue ; 
but,  shortly,  he  would  say  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  it  was  a  Oonstita- 
tional  iwaetioe  to  stupend  elections  in 
boroughs  without  knowing  what  they 
were  going  to  do  with  those  boroughs. 
The  Mroughs  might  differ  in  thor  de- 

Cis  of  guil^Bome  might  deserve  dis- 
ohisement,  others  might  deserve  par- 
tial disfranchisement ;  whilst  it  might 
be  found  consistent  with  justice  to  treat 
others  in  a  different  manner.  There 
had  been  three  Acts  passed,  one  in  1881, 
another  in  1882,  and  the  third  in  1883. 
There  had  been  some  excuse  for  the  Act 
of  1881,  as  it  was  not  desirable  to  have 
the  elections  taking  place  in  the  Beoess ; 
but  desirable  that  Parliament  should 
have  reserved  to  it  the  right  of  saying, 
some  day  after  the  first  meeting  of  Par- 
liament in  1882,  what  should  be  done 
with  the  boroughs.  But,  as  year  after 
year  slipped  by,  there  was  less  and  less 
excuse,  for  the  Ctovernment  had  bad 
ample  time  to  deal  with  the  boroughs. 
Not  only  could  they  have  dealt  with 
them  if  the^  had  thought  fit,  but  every 
year  was  an  increased  punishment  to  the 
boronghs,  as  they  were  all  the  time  de- 
prived of  their  I^slative  rights.  It 
was,  particularly,  a  punishment  to  those 
boroughs  which  were  not  so  guilty  as 
the  others.  They  all  knew  what  had 
happened  in  the  case  of  Wigan,  which 
now  enjoyed  its  proper  nunu>er  of  Re- 
presentatiTes.  With  regard  to  the  terms 
of  the  present  Bill,  be  had  thought  them 
the  same  as  the  terms  of  the  BiSs  which 
had  preceded  this  measure  until  be  had 
come  to  read  them — showing  how  im- 
portant it  was  to  carefully  scrutinize 
every  Bill  brought  forward  by  the  Glo- 
venunent.  He  found  a  very  great  and 

J&.  Warion 


important  differenoe  between  this  Bill 
and  those  of  the  three  previous  years. 
In  every  one  of  the  three  previons  years 
the  provision  had  been  that  the  suspen- 
sion was  not  to  go  beyond  the  first  seven 
days  of  the  Sitting  of  Parliament  "  next 
year."  The  only  difference  in  the  three 
Bills  had  been  the  correction  in  the  third 
— that  of  1883 — of  a  slight  inelegance 
of  phraseology,  which  the  Attorney 
General  had  adhered  to  as  long  as  he 
could.  The  Government,  he  repeated, 
had  had  less  and  less  excuse  on  account 
of  want  of  time  to  make  up  their  minds 
what  to  do  with  the  boroughs.  Still, 
they  had  not  made  up  their  minda  ;  and 
now  they  were  not  content  with  limiting 
the  Bill  to  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment— which,  ordinarily,  would  be  in 
1885 — but  they  inserted  these  words  in 
the  measure — "  Until  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  Parliament."  The 
Parliament  might  last  until  1887.  The 
present  Government,  with  thor  usual 
oontempt  for  the  Ocmstitution,  had  more 
than  once  suggested  the  idea  that 
Parliament  might  last  beyond  six  years. 
They  might  find  it  convenient  to  taJce  a 
seventh  Session,  otherwise  they  might 
find  it  impossible  to  pass  a  complete 
Beform  Bill.  The  present  Parliament 
had  only  lasted  four  years  and  a-half, 
so  that  it  was  possible  for  it  to  go  on 
until  April,  1887,  meeting  two  full  Ses- 
sions after  the  half  Session  which  it  was 
intended  to  hold  in  the  Autumn.  This 
extension  of  time  in  the  Bill  waa  what 
he  bitterly  complained  of.  The  measnue 
should  be  in  accordance  with  previous 
Bills.  What  was  the  motive  for  ex- 
tending the  period  ?  If  they  looked  at 
the  borouffhs  affected  by  the  Bill,  th^ 
would  find  that  their  populations  wmt 
from  14,885— which  was  uie  population 
of  Sandwich — to  35,570 — the  p(^Kilatioii 
of  Macclesfield  —  before  the  G^onal 
Election.  Kow,  if  they  allowed  an  in- 
crease of,  say,  10  per  cent,  or  even  15  per 
cent,  for  the  years  which  had  elapsed 
since  the  General  Election,  it  was  dear 
that  none  of  the  places  would  have 
reached  a  population  of  50,000 ;  and  it 
might,  therefore,  be  that  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  disfranchise  the  bo- 
roughs by  a  side  wind — by  proposing  in 
the  BedistributionBill,  or  someothermea- 
sure,  that  no  place  of  less  than  50,000 
inhabitants  should  return  a  Member  to 
Parliament,  or,  it  might  be,  two  Mem- 
bera.  [ftw«/«DiTOler"] 
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Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Hoase  counted,  and  40 
If  embers  being  found  present, 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  that,  having 
made  his  point,  did  not  wish  to  take 
up  any  further  the  time  of  the  House. 
He  would  merelj  move  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  month. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  in  order  to  add,  at  the  end 
of  the  Question,  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  month." — {Mr.  Warion.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  Jaues)  thought  that  when  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  the 
alteration  in  the  Bill  explained  to  him 
he  would  have  no  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure. In  the  previous  Bills,  the  Govern- 
ment had  simply  prevented  the  issue 
of  Writs  for  these  boroi^fhs  during  the 
Vacation.  They  had  provided  that  they 
^onld  not  issue  until  seven  days  after 
the  re-assfflnbling  of  Parliament  in  the 
next  year  of  meeting.  This  year,  how- 
ever, Parliament  was  about  to  be  pro- 
rogued under  special  circumstances ;  and 
if  the  ordinary  course  had  been  adopted 
they  would  have  interfered  with  the 
Constitutional  right  of  Parliament  to 
issue  a  Writ  between  October  and  Feb- 
ruary. If  they  suspended  the  right  until 
October  only,  however,  in  that  month, 
or  in  the  Autumn  Session,  they  might 
have  to  introduce  another  Bill  to  sus- 
pend the  issue  of  Writs  again  until 
seven  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Session.  If  they  did  that,  and  if  a  Dis- 
Boluti(m  were  to  occur,  they  would  have 
taken  away  the  right  of  the  boroughs  to 
have  any  return  at  all.  All  they  had 
done  had  been  to  alter  the  phraseology 
of  the  measure  to  suit  the  oironmstanoes 
of  the  present  case ;  and  they  could  not 
have  done  other  than  they  had  done 
without  violating  certain  great  prin- 
ciples which  they  were  bound  to  main- 
tain. 

Captaut  AYLMER  objected  to  the 
alteration  from  the  principle  of  the  pre- 
vious Bills.  Certain  persons  very  much 
interested  in  this  subject  had  been  com- 
municated with,  and  had  expressed  ob- 
jection to  the  change,  being  of  opinion 
that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  go  beyond 
seven  da^  after  the  next  meeting  of 
Parliament.  The  principle  which  nad 


been  adopted  by  Parliament  all  tfanmgh 
should  he  adhered  to,  and  he  trusted 
the  Attorney  General  Tould  alter  the 
Bill  accordingly.  If  he  did  not,  he 
might  experience  some  difficulty  in  pass- 
ing it  through  Committee. 

The  ATTOENBY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hknry  Jaues)  said,  that  the  persons 
interested  in  the  boroughs  which  were 
not  fully  represented  in  the  House  had 
been  spoken  to  on  the  subject,  and  had 
willingly  accepted  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  on  its  being  properly  explained. 
Tbe  hon.  Member  for  West  Cheshire 
(Mr.  H.  Tollemache),  for  instance,  had 
removed  his  blocking  Notice  from  the 
Paper.  The  boroughs  would  be  safer, 
and  would  have  greater  rights  under  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form,  tmin  under  it  in 
any  other  form.  If  hon.  Members  inte- 
rested in  these  boroughs  were  against 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  he  would  pro- 
mise to  alter  it. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  60 ;  Noes 

2 :  Majority  48.— (Div.  List,  No.  209.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

YOKESHIBE  KEGISTBIES  BILL. 
{Mr.  DunOat,  Mr.  Stuart.  WortUp,  Mr,  Norwood, 
Mr.  ffwy  Swmay,  Sir  Andrew  Fairhaim, 
Mr.  CharUa  Wilson.) 

[bill  316.]    lobW  auenduents. 

Me.  T.  a.  DICKSON  :  I  move  that 
the  Lords'  Amendments  to  this  Bill  be 
considered. 

Mr.  WABTON  :  Are  they  printed  ? 

Ma.  T.  A.  DICKSON:  tea.  The 
alterations  are  merely  on  points  of 
detail,  and  were  put  in  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Lords*  Amendments  oontidorodf  anfl 
agroed  to. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
AUENDbtENT  BILL  ILerd*}. 

[bill  807.]  GOHsoEBA-noir. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Bill  re-committed  in  respect  of  a  New 
Clause  (Abolition  of  offices  of  sworn 
derks  to  Kxaminers  in  Ohancery) ;  mh* 
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»itUr»d  in  Committee,  and  r^orted ;  as 
amended,  eontidered ;  read  the  third 
time,  and  patted,  with  Amendments. 

House  adjontned  at  a  quarter  after 
Two  o'clock. 


HOTTSE  OF  LOBDS, 
Tuttdayt  6ih  Augtut,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— Swxwrf  SMtding— 
Prosecution  of  Offences  f233}  ;  Criminal 
Lunatics  (239) ;  Superaonuation  *  (23fi]. 

(^mffiiite— Municipal  Electiona  (Corrupt  and 
Ille^  Practioea)  r212). 

Committer— Repmrt — Education  (Scotland)  Pro- 
▼isiosal  Order*  (218);  liocal  Qovemment 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Labourers  Act^ 
(No.  8)»(217);  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
(Borrowing  Powers)  •  (234) ;  Military  Pen- 
sions and  Yeomanry  Pay  *  (232) ;  Chartered 
Companies  *  (231) ;  Public  Health  (Ireland) 
(Districts)*  (23«). 

Jif^Mrt— Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment* 
(228). 

Third  Prisons*  (213) ;  Trusts  (Scot- 

land)* (209);  Turnpike  Acts  Continuance* 
(206);  Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)*  (229- 
940);  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  (386), 
and  jNUHtf. 


EGYPT— POLICY  OF  HEB  MAJESTY'S 
OOYEENMENT.— QDESTION. 
The  Uabqubss  of  SALISB0BY: 
Mar  I  aak  the  noble  Earl  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  it 
is  in  his  power  to  give  ns  the  informa* 
tion  he  promised  as  to  the  important 
step  whioh  Her  Majesty's  Goremment 
contemplate  taking  with  referenoe  to 

Eabl  GEANVILLE:  My  Lords,  I 
stated  yesterday  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  fully  alive  to  the  re- 
sponsibility imposed  upon  them  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failure  of  the  Conference 
to  come  to  an  agreement.  The  noble 
Marquess  is  quite  right  in  assuming  that 
Z  expressed  a  hope  that  I  should  be  able 
to  state  to-day  the  preliminary  step 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  wish 
to  take  in  this  matter.  I  hare  now  to 
state  that  we  have  obtained  Her  Ma- 

i'esty's  gracious  approval  to  appoint 
jord  Nturthbrook  to  ^  to  the  East  in 
order  to  report  and  advise  Her  Majesty's 
(Jovemmeat  as  to  the  counsels  which 
they  should  j^ve  to  the  Egyptian  Go- 


vernment in  the  present  circnmstancea, 
and  also  with  regard  to  any  measures 
necessary  to  be  taken  in  connection 
therewith.  I  am  happy  to  saj  that  my 
noble  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty has  consented  to  undertake  these 
duties.  I  mav,  perhaps,  conveniently 
add  that  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  after  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Egypt,  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Oorem- 
ment,  has  been  strongly  advised  by  his 
medical  adviser  to  take  oonsiderabls 
leave  of  absence;  but,  with  his  usual 
public  spirit,  he  has  agreed  to  ^ortsm 
that  leave  in  order  that  he  may  accom- 
pany Lord  Northbrook  to  Egypt. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (COERTTPTAND 
ILLEGAL  PRACTICES)  BILL. 
{Tht  Earl  of  NortMroot.) 
(no.  212.)  OOHHITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 

order). 

Clauses  1  to  4  severally  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  (Expense  in  excess  of  maxi- 
mum to  be  illegal  practice). 

Thb  Maequess  of  SALISBTXRYaaid, 
he  rose  to  appeal  to  the  Government  to 
make  some  alteration  in  this  clause,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  prevent  undae 
expenditure  in  municipal  elections.  The 
object  of  the  clause  was  a  very  desarable 
one  ;  but,  in  order  that  the  clause  nai^ht 
work  satisfactorily,  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  press  it  too  far.  There  were  certain 
matters  connected  with  these  electiona 
with  regard  to  which  a  moderate  ex- 
penditure would  be  perfectly  legitimate. 
Thus  it  was  necessary  that  the  names  of 
the  candidates  should  be  made  known 
to  the  electors,  tmd  that  their  views 
with  regard  to  local  policy  abould  be 
ascertained.  It  was  also  necessary  that 
a  certain  limited  amount  of  money 
should  be  expended  upon  the  hire  of 
halls  in  which  speeches  could  be  made. 
Such  matters  as  these  would  not  involve 
very  large  expenses,  certainly ;  but  it 
was  necessary  that  they  should  be  in- 
curred, or  the  electors  would  be  re- 
stricted to  the  names  of  those  men  they 
knew  most  about,  and  thus  the  freedom 
of  choice  would  be  very  oooaiderably 
diminished.  In  these  circumstanoeB,  he 
thought  that  the  candidates  should  Im 
allowed  to  expend  a  sufficient  sum  to 
enable  them  to  bring  th^ir  views  before 
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the  miads  and  judgmeut  of  tKe  electors, 
although  he  agreed  that  the  sum  to 
be  spent  should  not  be  excessive,  or  so 
large  as  to  frighten  away  candidates  of 
moiderate  means.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons had  limited  the  stun  to  be  ex- 
pended to  such  an  extent  that  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  conduct  a  muni- 
cipal election  under  this  Bill  without  in- 
fringing the  law.  Instead  of  the  sum 
being  £20  for  the  first  500  electors,  and 
3d.  for  each  elector  beyond  that  number, 
he  suggested  that  the  amount  should  be 
£20  for  the  first  1,000  electors,  and  a 
similar  sum  for  each  1,000,  or  part  of 
1,000,  beyond.  The  effect  of  this  would 
be  to  raise  the  amount  by  about  50  per 
cent.  He  hoped  that  the  noble  Earl 
would  not  refuse  to  allow  the  alteration, 
so  that  the  Act  should  properly  work. 

Thr  Earl  of  NORTH  BROOK  re- 
marked that  this  was  rather  a  matter  for 
the  consideration  of  the  ether  House  of 
Farliament  than  for  that  House.  In  the 
other  House  the  discussion  on  the  point 
had  been  adjoumed  in  order  that  Mem- 
heiB  might  have  an  opportunity  of  as- 
oertaining  the  views  of  their  constituents 
with  regard  to  it.  The  general  feeling 
of  the  House  of  CommoDS,  as  far  as  he 
had  means  of  judging,  had  been  in 
favour  of  the  sum  as  proposed  in  the 
BiU. 

The  Maeqttess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
that  he  was  not  particularly  wedded  to 
the  arrangement  he  had  suggested  ;  but 
he  wished,  at  all  events,  to  mitigate  the 
severity  of  the  Bill.  Ho,  therefore,  pro- 
posed to  insert  £25  instead  of  £20  in 
line  13,  and  that  would  have  the  effect 
of  raising  the  sum  allowed  by  £5.  He 
understood  that  this  sum  met  with  con- 
siderable support  in  the  other  House. 
He  thought  that,  even  with  this  altera- 
tion, there  would  be  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  making  the  Bill  work. 

Ameudmente  moped, 

In  page  3,  line  14,  leave  out  ("five  hun- 
dred' )  and  insert  ("one  thousaad");  in  line 
16,  leive  out  ("threepence")  and  insert 
("twenty  pounds");  leave  out  ("  eaoh  dec- 
tor  ")  and  ioaert  ("  on  every  thonsand  electore 
or  part  of  a  thousand  ") ;  and  leave  oat(<*  five 
hundred")  and  insert  (*' thonaand.") — (TAt 
Marqueu  of  Salii^ry.) 

Thb  Earl  or  NOBTHBBOOE  said, 
that  ha  had  no  objection  to  the  altera- 
tion. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agrttd  io. 


Clauses  6  to  39,  inclusive,  agrttd  to. 

Clause  40  (Act  not  to  extend  to  Scot- 
land or  Ireland). 

The  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
proposed  to  restore  the  Bill  to  the  posi- 
tion it  was  in  when  introduced  by  the 
Government,  by  inserting  "Ireland." 
The  question  of  its  exclusion  was  not 
even  discussed  in  the  Grand  Committee ; 
but  that  portion  of  the  Kingdom  was 
at  the  last  moment  excluded  from 
the  Bill,  he  supposed  to  pacify  the  ex- 
treme Party  oi  Irish  Members.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  they  were  to 
have  an  absolute  veto  in  regard  to  all 
Bills  affecting  Ireland?  He  thought 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Qoyernment  in 
this  matter  might  be  stated  to  be  a 
cowardly  surrender  to  a  small  irrecon- 
cilable clique  of  the  faJsely-called  Na- 
tionalist Party  in  the  other  House. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  28,  line  23, 
leave  out  ("  or  Ixel&nd.'^)— (The  Marl  of 
Mitltown.) 

The  Eael  of  NORTHBEOOK  said, 
he  could  not  accept  the  Amendment. 
If  it  was  carried  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  pass  the  Bill  this  Session. 

The  Eahl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  his 
wish  was  merely  to  restore  the  Bill  to 
its  original  Governmental  state.  He  did 
not  wish  to  cause  the  loss  of  the  Bill, 
and  would,  therefore,  withdraw  his 
Amendment ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
protested  against  the  pusillanimous  con- 
duct of  the  Government,  who  might 
easily  restore  the  BiU  to  its  original 
form  if  they  thought  proper  to  do  so. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Commit- 
tee) withdraum. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

The  Mabqitess  of  SAUSBtrBYsaid. 
he  rose  to  move,  as  an  additional  clause, 
at  the  end  of  the  Bill— "This  Act  shall 
continue  in  force  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1886,  and  no  longer."  He  thought  there 
was  good  reason  for  making  this  a  tem- 
porary Bill.  The  Bill  dealing  with  cor- 
rupt practices  at  Parliamentary  elections 
was  temporary,  and,  therefore,  always 
open  to  revision ;  and  this  was  not  so 
perfect,  nor  was  it  upon  matter  they  were 
so  intimately  acquainted  with,  ^at  it 
ought  to  be  removed  from  the  category 
of  temporary  Bills.  They  had  just  heard 
from  the  noble  Lord  that  an  Amend- 
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important,  oonld  not  be  introduced,  be- 
cause time  did  not  permit  of  it ;  and  that 
surely  was  a  reason  for  making  the  Bill 
temporary.  On  general  grounds  a  Bill 
of  this  importance,  which  did  not  con- 
cern the  House  of  Commons  only,  and 
which  was  produced  very  late  ia  the 
year,  ought  to  be  passed  in  such  a  form 
as  to  give  erery  facility  for  amendment 
if  required. 

After  Clause  40,  movti  to  insert  the 
following  clause :  — 

"  This  Act  shall  continue  in  force  to  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thoonnd  eight  hundred  and 
•ighty-siz,  and  no  longer."— (TA*  Marqu4u  of 
Saliibury.) 

The  Eabl  op  NOBTHBBOOK  said, 
he  was  sorry  he  could  not  ask  their 
LordBhips  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
the  noue  Marquess.  The  reason  why 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  Bill  was 
made  temporary  was  because  of  the 
jealousy  which  the  House  of  Commons 
rightly  felt  concerning  legislation  which 
affected  their  own  Body ;  and  for  that 
reason  the  Acts  of  Parliament  passed, 
providing  for  the  trial  of  Election  Peti- 
tions, were  made  temporary,  so  that  they 
might  from  time  to  time  consider  the 
expediency  of  continuing  them  or  not. 
The  same  reason  did  not  apply  to  this 
Bill.  It  dealt  with  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act  of  1 882,  which  was  not  a 
temporary  but  a  permanent  Act;  and, 
therefore,  this  should  also  be  permanent. 
The  noble  Uiarquess  seemed  to  think 
some  ^eater  power  of  amendment  would 
be  gamed  by  putting  in  this  clause  than 
by  excluding  it.  He  did  not  understand 
that  an^  additional  facilities  would  be 
BO  required;  the  measure  would  be  as 
capable  of  ammdment  as  any_  other  Act 
of  Parliament  by  a  Bill  being  introduced 
in  the  usnal  way  to  amend  it.  It  would, 
moreover,  be  undesirable  to  introduce 
the  precedent  of  making  Bills  tempo* 
raryDecause  they  oame  up  late  in  the 
Session. 

The  MABQTTEaa  op  SALISBTJET  said, 
that  in  the  2nd  clause  of  this  Bill  it  was 
stated  that  corrupt  practices  were  to  mean 
treating,  undue  influence,  and  bribery 
at  elections,  which  were  defined  in  the 
Ist  Schedule;  and  in  Part  I.  of  that 
Schedule  was  incorporated  a  portion  of 
the  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  which  was  a 
temporary  measure.  If,  therefore,  that 
Act  expired,  a  certain  portion  of  the 
presmt  Bill  woold  remain  suspended  in 
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ihe  air  without  a^  meaning.  It  was 
tme  tiliat  if  the  Bill  was  pennanwit 
amending  Bills  might  be  introduced; 
but  it  required  something  more  even  than 
willingoees  on  the  part  of  the  Hoase  of 
Commons  to  pass  amending  Bills.  The 
proposal  be  had  made  was  a  much  more 
simple  way  of  settling  the  question. 

Thk  LOED  CH  ANCELLOE  observed, 
that  the  noble  Marquess  appeared  to  be 
in  error  in  his  judgment  as  to  what 
would  happen  if  the  Corrupt  Fractioes 
Act  were  not  renewed.  A  portion  of 
that  Act  was  incorporated  into  the 
present  Bill  for  the  purposes  of  defi- 
nition ;  and  for  that  purpose  it  waa 
immaterial  whether  the  Act  was  re- 
enacted  or  lapsed.  Neither  was  it  the 
fact  that  it  would  be  easier  to  amend 
the  Bill  if  made  temporary,  and  after- 
wards included  in  an  Expiring  Xaws 
Continuance  Bill,  for  it  woiUd  be  tmpt»- 
sible  to  engraft  Amendments  upon  it  in 
those  circumstances,  and  an  amending 
Act  would  have  to  be  introduced,  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  way  as  if  the  Bill 
were  not  made  temporary. 

On  Question?    Their  Lordships 
pM;— Contents  39;  Not-Oontants  37: 

Majority  2. 

Amendment  agreti  to. 

Clause  adioi  accordingly. 

The  Eeport  of  the  said  Amendment  to 
be  received  on  TAuriday  next. 

PEOSECUTION  OF  OFFENCES  BILL. 
(7^  Earl  of  BalheuaU.) 

(no.  233.)     SEOONB  BEiDiira. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Thb  Eaul  op  DAXHOTTSIE,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  a  Committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  c<msider  the  manner  in  which 
the  Office  of  Public  Prosecutor  was  car- 
ried on.  It  had  been  found  that  the 
existing  system,  which  was  tentative  in 
its  character,  required  considerable  modi- 
fication. The  Public  Prosecutor,  al- 
though he  decided  what  prosecutions 
should  be  taken  up,  took  no  practical 
part  in  their  conduct.  That  duty  was  per- 
formed by  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Committee  had  reported  that  it 
would  be  expedient  on  several  grounds 
—among  others  on  the  grounds  Of  ex- 
pense and  efficient — that  the  dut^  of 
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deoiding  in  what  cases  the  State  should 
Tindertake  prosecutions  should  be  united 
in  the  same  Department  as  that  which 
carried  on  those  prosecutions.  The  best 
possible  plan  would  be  to  unite  in  one 
Office  the  present  Office  of  Public  Prose- 
cutor and  the  Treasury  ■  Solicitor,  and 
to  hand  both  Offices  over  to  the  Solicitor 
to  the  Treasuiy,  and  that  was  what  the 
Bill  proposed  to  do. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\" 
—{The  Earl  of  Daihou«i».) 

The  Eabl  op  MILLTOWN  remarked 
that  the  present  Office  of  Public  Prose- 
cutor was  somewhat  of  a  sinecure,  and 
had  only  been  created  a  short  time.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  was  intended  to 
give  the  holder  a  retirinfi^  allowance? 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  :  There 
is  no  provision  in  the  Bill  to  that  effect. 

LoBD  ELLENBOBOUGH  inquired 
what  penalties  were  attached  to  the 
non-performance,  by  the  Chief  Consta- 
bles, of  the  duty  of  reporting  cases,  as 
required  by  the  Bill  ? 

The  Earl  of  LONGFORD  said,  that 
snch  a  duty  would  entail  great  extra 
labour,  seeing  that  there  were  50,000  or 
60,000  cases  annually. 

The  Eabl  of  EIIOEBLEY  said, 
that  the  Chief  Constables  already  had  to 
make  Reports. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  :  If  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Ellenborough)  had 
read  the  Bill,  he  would  have  seen  that 
no  penalty  attached  to  the  non-perform- 
ance of  the  duty. 

Kf otioa  agrted  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly* and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whde  House  on  Thurtday  next 

OEHONAL  lunatics  bill.— (No.  239.) 
(  T)u  Xarl  of  Ddhomu.) 
SEOOND  BBADHra. 

Order  of  the  Day  fw  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE,  in  mov- 
ing that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time,  remarked  that  it  was  based  on  the 
unanimous  recommendations  of  a  De- 
partmental Committoe,  which  investi- 
gated the  subject  of  criminal  lunatics 
about  two  years  ago.  The  Bill  had  been 
amended  by  the  Standing  Committoe  on 
liaw  daring  its  passage  through  the 
House  of  Commons  in  order  to  meet  the 


objections  raised  by  an  hon.  Member 
belonging  to  the  Party  opposite,  and,  as 
it  now  stood,  it  passed  with  the  unani- 
mous approval  of  the  other  House.  The 
main  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  provide 
for  the  maintenance  of  criminal  lunatics, 
and  also  for  the  maintenance  of  persons 
of  that  class  who  might,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  their  sentences,  become  pau- 
per lunatios.  The  measure  also  made  it 
dear  how  the  expense  of  maintoining 
them  was  to  be  borne.  The  noble  Eau 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time. 

Jfeved,  "That  the  Bill  benowread  2^." 
~{7%9  Earl  of  Dalkoutie.) 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  aaid,  he 
was  willing  to  admit  that  the  Bill  made 
no  change  in  the  existing  law,  which 
was  somewhat  objectionable.  One  of 
the  clauses  of  the  Bill  provided  that  in 
cases  of  prisoners  under  sentence  of 
death  the  Secretary  of  Stete,  if  it  was 
represented  to  him  that  the  prisoner  was 
insane,  should  appoint  two  or  more 
medical  practitioners,  who  should  report 
to  him  in  writing  as  to  the  mental  con- 
dition of  a  prisoner,  and  the  msjority  of 
them  might  certify  in  writing  that  the 

grisoner  was  insane,  and  in  such  cases 
e  was  bound  to  practically  reprieve  the 
prisoner  and  cause  him  to  be  sent  to  a 
lunatio  asylum.  As  in  cases  of  murder 
the  question  of  the  insanity  of  the  ac- 
cused was,  or  might  be,  always  in- 
quired into  at  the  trial,  he  objected  to 
the  clause,  for  nothing  could  be  more 
undesirable  than  that  a  subsequent  in- 
vestigation of  the  same  subject  should 
be  held  in  eamerd  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Such  an  investigation  might 
upset  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  with  the 
result  that  a  criminal  who  richly  de- 
served the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law 
would  be  committed  instead  to  a  lunatic 
asylum.  It  was  easy  to  get  two  doctors 
to  certify  that  any  man  in  the  world  was 
insane.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
lately  of  the  wa^  in  which  a  question  of 
sanity  or  insamty  was  decided  by  two 
medical  men ;  and  he,  tAierofore,  thought 
that  the  evidence  of  two  doctors  ought 
not  to  be  regarded  as  conclusive.  Those 
who  sought  to  reform  the  law  in  this 
respect  desired,  not  that  the  evidence  of 
medical  practitioners  should  be  rejected, 
but  that  it  should  be  tested  and  weighed, 
and  treated  as  evidence,  not  as  a  final 
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and  ooncluBiTe  jadgment.  He  objected 
also  to  that  clause  of  the  Bill  which 
provided  that  those  criminal  lunatics 
whose  term  of  sentence  had  expired,  but 
who  still  continued  insane,  were  to  be 
treated  as  pauper  lunatics.  It  eeerned 
rather  hard  on  the  ordinary  pauper 
lunatics  that  these  atrocious  crtminals 
should  be  sent  to  herd  araoncr  them. 

The  Earl  op  DALHOUSIE  said,  that 
the  olause  inferred  to  by  the  noble  Earl 
at  the  oommenoement  i>f  his  remarks 
was  no^mg:  more  or  less  than  a  re- 
enactment  <d  the  existing  law. 

Motion  t^eed  to ;  Bill  read  2»  accord- 
ingly, and  eommititd  to  a  Committee  of 
tiie  Whole  Honee  on  Thwiday  next. 

EIPIRIKG^WS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
{The  lord  Sudetey.) 

(no.  2S6.)  THiitf  BEADnra. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing read. 

Jfoced,  "ThattheBaibenowreadS-." 
— (7%tf  Lord  8«deUy.) 

LoED  DENMAN  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  clause  proposed  on  the  23rd  of 
August,  1881,  and  on  the  22ad  of 
August,  1883,  only  altering  "widows 
and  spinsters,"  to  "all  women  not  legally 
disqualified." 

Moved,  after  Clause  2,  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing Clause : — 

*'  Provided  that  the  Act  85  ft  36  Vict.  c.  33, 
continaed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  hereby  extended 
so  as  to  admit  ell  women  not  leftally  dia- 
qaalifled  who  hare  the  aame  qualification  as  the 
present  electors  for  counties  and  boronffhs  to 
vote  ibr  the  election  of  Membnrs  of  Ftelia- 
ment  for  counties  and  boroughs." — (7^  Lord 
Vmman.) 

The  Eari,  op  EEDESDALE  (Chaib- 
MAN  of  Comhitteeb)  said,  that  such  an 
Amendment  would  be  out  of  Order,  as 
it  was  not  possible  to  amend  any  of  the 
Acts  included  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Oon- 
Idnuance  Bill. 

liOBD  DENB£AN  said,  that  if  every 
spiring  law  were  to  be  unalterable  in 
a  Oontinuauoe  Bill,  a  dangerous  prin- 
ciple would  be  established. 

Amendmfflit  (by  leave  of  the  House) 
withdrawn. 

Motion  affned  to. 

Bill  read  S*  aooordingly,  and  pauod. 
Tht  Earl  ofMiUiown 


REPRESENTATION   OF   THE  PEOPLE 
BILL  AND  EBDISTRIBtmON. 
qcestios.  observations. 
The  Eakl  of  BEDESDALE  (Chaib- 
HAN  of  OouuiTTBBs),  who  was  Very  im- 
perfectly heard,  was  understood  to  saj, 
in  rising  to  ask.  Whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government^  in 
accordance  with  the  strongly-expressed 
wish  of  this  House  and  the  precedents  of 
other  Beform  Bills,  to  introduce  proper 
provisions  for  redistribution  in  the  Be- 
presentation  of  the  People  Bill  in  the 
next  Session  of  Parliament?  that  it 
would  be  in  the  reot^ection  of  their 
LordsMps  that  a  fmtnig^t  ago  he  called 
their  attention  to  the  only  maimer  in 
which  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
could  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  On 
that  occasion  he  had  endeavoured,  as 
far  as  possible,  not  to  say  anything  of  a 
Party  character.  He  had  then  suggested 
that,  as  had  been  the  case  in  all  former 
Beform  Bills,  redistribution  should  be 
connected  with  the  Beform  Bill  itself, 
and  he  believed  that  that  was  the  only 
reasonable  way  of  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject.   If  the  Government  wanted  to  re- 
present the  people  they  must  take  care 
how  they  framed  their  Bedistribution 
Bill,  and  see  that  interests  which  it  was 
desirable  to  protect  were  protected.  He 
was  not  at  all  disposed  to  imagine  that 
noble  Lords  opposite  or  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister were  disinclined  to  inteoduce  a 
fair  measure,  for  the  reputation  and 
racter  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  liu 
future  would  be  largely  at  stake.  Bis 
own  opinion  was  that  it  was  derarable 
that  proper  provisions  for  redistribntioB 
should  be  introduced  in  the  Bepreeenta- 
tiun  of  the  People  Bill  itself.    It  was 
universally  admitted  that  such  a  course 
was  desirable  and  necessary,  and  such 
an  admission  was  an  admission  that  one 
Bill  ought  to  be  connected  with  the 
other,    'i'he  matter  must  be  dealt  with 
as  a  whole  ;   it  was  objectionable  in 
every  way  to  treat  of  it  in  parts,  and 
it  was  most  important  that  they  shovild 
have  some  assurance  in  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  were 
about  to  proceed.  It  was  by  the  want  of 
this  Bill  that  the  whole  of  the  agitation 
against  that  House  had  been  occasioned, 
and  everyone  must  feel  that  to  ask  the 
House  to  pass  one  Bill  without  having 
the  other  oefore  it  wan  unjust  to  that 
Hooie  and  inexpedient  having  regard  to 
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the  well-being  of  the  country.  If  that 
were  so,  the  oha^^  brought  against 
that  House  were  made  on  nothing  less 
than  false  pretences ;  they  did  a  great 
deal  of  harm,  and  caused  a  great  deal  of 
discontent  towards  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  country.  It  was  reasonable  that  they 
should  hare  some  assurance  from  the 
Ooremment;  because  if  they  had  not 
been  able  to  make  up  their  minds  as  to 
what  the  scheme  of  redistribution  should 
be,  they  ought  not  to  complain  that 
their  Lordships  also  desired  to  suspend 
their  judgment,  and  if  they  had  it  would 
be  most  useful  for  the  Government  to 
make  a  declaration  of  their  intention 
now,  so  that  the  House  might  know 
whnt  it  had  to  meet  on  re-assembling. 

Thb  Earl  op  WEMTS8  said,  he 
sympathized  most  heartily  with  l^e 
object  of  the  noble  Earl ;  and  if  he 
thought  a  favourable  answer  awaited 
him  vonld  not  have  interposed  in  the 
discussion.  But  doubting,  as  he  did, 
that  an  affirmative  answer  would  be 
^ven  to  the  question,  he  could  not  think 
it  desirable  at  present  to  press  the  Qo- 
remment  to  state  definitely  what  course 
ihey  had  decided  upon  taking  in  October. 
The  attempts  which  had  been  made  at 
conciliation  had  failed,  and  they  were 
now  in  an  agitation  which,  however 
much  it  might  be  deprecated,  was  not 
wholly  on  one  side.  There  had  been 
great  demonstrations  in  London,  in 
Manchester,  and  in  Birmingham  on  one 
side  ;  but  he  was  credibly  informed  that 
there  would  be  in  the  course  of  this 
week  a  counter-demonstration  of  30,000 
men  at  the  Pomona  Gardens,  at  Man- 
chester, and  he  knew  as  a  fact  that  on 
the  23rd  of  this  month  100,000  Tork- 
shiremen  would  be  brought  together  to 
support  the  action  of  their  Lordships' 
House.  Therefore,  it  was  quite  evident 
that  public  opinion  was  very  much  di- 
vided ;  and,  under  these  ciroumstanoes, 
he  behoved  it  was  not  desirable  for  the 
Government  at  the  present  time  to  com* 
mit  themselves  to  any  coarse  hostile  to 
conciliation  or  compromise.  There  were, 
he  thought,  still  elements  afloat  which 
might,  when  Parliamennt  re-assembled 
in  October,  lead  to  a  reconsideration  by 
both  sides  of  the  position  in  which  they 
found  themselves.  The  Government 
might  then  be  induced  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  Earl,  or  some  other 

flan  might  be  devised  which  it  would 
e  not  only  oonstitati(mally  right,  bat 


patriotic  for  the  Government  to  follow. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped 
the  noble  Earl  would  not,  by  forcing  a 
declaration  from  the  Government,  ^ut 
the  door  against  all  possibility  of  com- 
promise. 

LoBD  LAMINGTON  said,  that  the 
noble  Earl  on  the  Gross  Benches  (the 
Earl  of  Wemyss)  had  a^n  played  the 
part  of  the  candid  iriend  of  both  sides ; 
and,  according  to  him,  black  was  not  so 
very  black,  nor  white  so  white  as  it  ap- 
peared. The  noble  Earl  had  alluded  to 
possible  demonstrations  in  the  future ; 
but  he  (Lord  Lamington)  must  say  that 
these  demonstrations,  whether  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other,  were  very  much 
to  be  deprecated.  This  was  a  question 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  disposed 
of  in  the  way  suggested  by  the  noble 
Earl.  He  (Lord  Lamington)  was  of 
opinion  that  the  only  way  to  solve  the 
difficulty  was  by  the  Government  bring- 
ing in  with  the  Franchise  Bill  a  Kedis- 
tribution  Bill.  He  had  as  much  respect 
for  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Oommons 
as  for  those  of  that  House ;  and  he  had 
reason  to  have,  for  he  had  spent  a  large 
portion  of  his  life  in  the  Lower  House. 
But  their  Lordships'  House  ought  to 
have  a  chuice,  as  they  had  a  right,  of 
considering  the  whole  scheme.  He  was 
also  strongly  of  opinion  that  this  was 
a  question  on  which  the  country  should 
be  consulted.  They  should  not  forget 
that  the  Bill  was  one  for  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  2,000,000  of  the  people,  and 
that  the  question  had  been  described  by 
a  Member  of  the  (Government  as  the 
greatest  that  had  arisen  since  the  He*- 
volution  of  1689.  It  was  said  that  the 
question  had  been  decided  at  the  last 
election;  but  if  that  had  been  so,  why, 
in  the  name  of  fortune,  did  not  the  Go- 
vernment introdace  their  Franchise  Bill 
in  1880,  1881,  1882,  or  1883.  Bat  they 
did  not  do  so,  though  they  now  com- 
plained that  some  2,000,000  of  eleoton 
were  being  kept  out  of  the  franchise. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  he  had 
spoken  on  the  sabject :  but  he  must  say 
it  was  a  most  extraoraiuaiy  thing  that 
the  BiU  shonid  have  been  delayed  for 
the  back  end  of  this  Fariiament  when  it 
was,  as  the  Government  said,  so  abso- 
lutely essential.  That  House  ought  to 
have  fair  time  to  oonsider  the  whole 
question.  This  was  the  time  for  the 
Government  to  say  what  course  they 
would  take,  and  thus  dear  ap^tbe  matter 
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and  prevent  this  disgraceful  agitation 

going  on.   

Eabl  GEANYILLE:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  boast  of  being  in  the  position  of 
my  noble  Friend  opposite  in  not  having 
spoken  on  this  subject  before ;  but  I  find 
mjself  in  a  very  embarrassing  dilemma. 
I  am  required  to  meet  the  wishes  of  two 
noble  Earls.  One  noble  Earl  asks  me  a 
question,  and  very  naturally  expects  me 
to  ffiTe  an  answer  to  it,  vhile  ue  other 
noue  Earl  asks  me  not  to  answer  it,  and 

F'veB  his  reasons  for  offering  that  advice, 
think,  perhaps,  that  the  best  course  for 
me  to  take  in  this  dilemma  is  a  middle 
course — namely,  to  say  that  I  have 
really  nothing  to  add  to  the  statements 
that  have  already  been  made  in  both 
Houses  upon  this  subject. 

liOBD  DEN&IAN  :  No  one  is  more  in- 
terested in  the  question  of  Eeform  than 
I.  In  1821,  on  the  transfer  proposed 
from  Orampound  to  Leeds,  housebold 
suffrage  for  those  paying  *'  scot  and  lot  " 
was  preferred  as  the  more  Constitutional 
franchise,  and  Lords  Althorpe  and 
Milton,  Attorney  General  Scarlett,  and 
Mr.  Benman,  voted  with  some  others 
in  opposition  to  Lord  John  Hitssell's 
£10  rental;  but  neither  succeeded.  In 
the  same  year  Mr.  Lambton  got  printed 
in  Mmuard*»  D4bat4»  his  Beform  Bill. 
It  contained  a  blank  Schedule  for  re- 
distribution. In  1859  a  suffrage  for 
counties  and  boroughs,  with  an  equal 
£10  rental,  was  proposed.  There  was 
also  a  redistribution  of  seats.  But 
the  Eesolution  of  Lord  John  Russell, 
which  was  almost  impracticable,  de- 
stroyed the  Bill  on  the  Slst  of  March. 
On  the  12th  of  August  I  blamed  the 
Ministry — who  came  in  upon  Eeform — 
for  not  having  brought  in  a  Bill,  and 
engaged,  in  the  presence  of  the  noble 
Earl,  now  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
to  bring  in  the  same  Bill,  which  was 
capable  of  any  modification  and  amend- 
ment, and  I  commend  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Disraeli,  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  the  consideration  of  your 
Lordships.  It  foretold  the  delay  which, 
occurred  between  185U  and  1866.  I  said 
I  had  not  latterly  agreed  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  Earl  Cairns  Deoause  I  thought  it 
unnecessary,  as  the  Bill  of  1859  slewed 
an  earnest  denre  to  assimilate  the  fran- 
chise in  counties  and  boroughs.  But  the 
question  slept  for  seven  yews,  and  in 
1866  two  Bills  vere  brought  in,  and  the 
Qoremment  went  out  upon  the  B«di8- 

Lord  iMHMgtoH 


the  PtopU  Sm.  1729 

tribution  Bill.  The  present  Premier 
boasted  of  his  measure,  which  was  a 
very  trumpery  one,  letting  in  small  shop- 
keepers, and  not  giving  the  franchise — 
as  proposed  in  1821  for  Leeds — to  house- 
holders, who  knew,  in  the  words  of  the 
Earl  of  Malmesbury,  in  1867,  that  they 
had  a  Queen.  I  am  against  Autumn 
Sessions,  for  the  one  in  1820  for  the  Bill 
of  Pains  and  Penalties  was  a  disastrous 
failure,  and  the  one  as  to  eldturg  failed, 
for  40  Members  might  at  any  time  defeat 
it.  My  Motion  for  the  seocmd  reading 
after  six  months  appeared  to  me  the 
best  course.  There  was  no  time  fbra 
Conference,  much  less  for  a  &ee  Oon- 
ferenoe,  on  the  Franchise  Bill ;  and  the 
Bill  was,  as  against  the  House  of  Lozds, 
quite  steteot^yped,  from  the  refusal  in 
**  another  place  "  of  any  Amendment. 
In  1832,  my  father,  on  addressing  the 
voters  at  Nottingham,  was  greeted 
with  hisses,  groans,  and  imprecations. 
Halters  were  exhibited  round  men's 
necks,  and  there  were  loud  ^oats  of  *  *  No 
Denman  ! "  "  Burke  him !  "  "  Bristol 
him!"  The  same  expression  is  in  an 
interesting  work  called  A  Stroke  of  m 
Afghan  Knift.  Some  culprits  said  of 
themselves  they  were  outlaws  living 
with  halters  round  their  necks ;  they 
must  keep  together  or  be  alain.  At 
Derby  a  gentleman  proposing  the  House 
of  Lords  was  compared  to  GsMar,  quot- 
ing, "  Because  he  was  ambitious,  I  slev 
him."  This  proposer  was  Premier  in  an 
amateur  debating  society  in  Derby ;  but 
when  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  the 
House  of  Lords  was  debated,  this  Pre- 
mier was  in  a  minority,  and  had  to  re- 
sign. The  present  Government,  though 
beaten  on  the  visitation  of  secret  societies 
by  the  police  of  Ireland,  and  on  die 
AG&rmation  Bill,  refused  to  resign ;  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  though  on  each 
of  these  oocasions  they  might  have 
called  for  a  Dissolution,  yet  they  would 
have  no  right,  if  again  in  a  minority,  to 
press  their  advice  for  Dissolution  on  the 
Crown.  Three  measures  were  all  de- 
sjMtohed  on  the  10th  of  July,  which  Tkt 
2k'MM  and  Th*  Momit^  Pott  proclaimed 
beforehand ! !  Besolutions  have  no  force, 
and  law  must  prevail. 

The  Eabl  of  EEDESDALE  (Ohaik- 
iLks  of  OoiociTTBEs)  said,  tiiat  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  had  given  no  answer  to 
his  Question,  which  was,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Chrremment  to 
tntioduoe  proper  provisions  for  zedis- 
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tribution  in  the  Bepresentatiaa  of  the 
People  Bill  in  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament. 

Eahi,  GRANVILLE :  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Earl,  I  may  state  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Qoverament  to  reintro- 
dace  the  Franchise  Bill  in  the  state  in 
vhich  it  13  now  in  this  House. 

The  Eael  of  REDESDALE  (Chaie- 
MAW  of  Committees)  :  Then  all  I  can 
Bay  is  that  if  that  is  the  intention  of  the 
Gorernment,  it  amounts  to  a  most  de- 
liberate proposal  to  keep  up  an  unfair 
and  unjust  charge  against  this  House,  in 
order,  I  suppose,  to  serve  some  Party 
purpose.  To  say  that  they  will  bring 
in  again  in  the  same  way  the  Bill  which 
this  House  has  refused  this  Session  to 
consider  because  it  was  an  imperfect 
measure — to  say  now  that  they  will  take 
care  only  to  introduce  the  same  imper- 
fect measure,  is  only  to  invite  this  House 
to  take  the  same  course  it  did  on  the 
last  occasion. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  House  wilt  think 
before  it  takes  the  same  course.  This 
matter  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words. 
The  Government,  who  are  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  Business,  are  of  opi- 
nion that  the  proper  and  only  prac- 
ticable way  of  accomplishing  the  two 
objects  in  view,  both  of  which  they 
have  at  heart,  is  to  take  the  course 
which  they  have  taken.  The  House  of 
Oommons,  by  an  enormous  majority,  is 
of  the  same  opinion ;  but  yoor  Lord- 
ships, by  a  smaller  majority,  are  of  a 
different  opinion.  "When  those  who 
entertain  the  <^iaion  of  your  Lord- 
ships are  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  affairs,  no  doubt  they  will  act  on  the 
opinion  they  entertain ;  but,  as  long  as 
we  are  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
affairs,  we  must  claim  the  right  of  acting 
upon  the  opinions  which  we  entertain. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  The 
doctrine  of  the  noble  and  learned  Earl, 
as  I  understand  it,  is  that  whenever 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  the  House 
of  Oommons  are  agreed,  the  House 
of  Lords  is  bound  to  yield.  As  the 
Honse  of  Commons  is  always  agreed 
with  the  Ministry,  and  must,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  always  be  so, 
we  have  come  to  this  condition  of  things 
— that  there  is  only  one  Legislative  Body, 
and  the  whole  government  of  the  coun- 
try, executive  and  administrative,  is  in 
its  han^.    To  that  doctrine,  laid  down 

VOL.  OCXCI.   [thibi)  sebixs.! 


by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  never  yield ;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  course  you  may 
think  it  right  to  take,  I  hope  that  you 
will  never  allow  it  to  be  influenced  by 
the  manifest  and  almost  offensive  attempt 
at  dictation  which  the  particular  proce- 
dure selected  by  the  Gt>vemment  indi- 
cates. 

Eabi.  GRANVILLE :  I  can  only  enter 
my  protest  against  the  converse  doctrine 
— that  the  House  of  Commons  is  always 
to  yield  whenever  the  House  of  Iiords 
thinks  differently. 

Lord  BRABOURNE  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  wise  to  apply  the  word  unfair 
to  Her  Majesty's  Q^vemment.  He  pro- 
tested, however,  against  the  language 
used  by  some  of  Her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters out-of-doors.  He  wished  to  draw 
their  Lordships'  attention  particularly 
to  the  language  reported  in  that  morn- 
ing's papers  as  having  been  used  yester- 
day by  a  Cabinet  Minister,  which,  ho 
believed,  was  much  more  ill-appropriate 
and  much  more  unfair  than  anything 
which  had  been  said  that  night.  That 
Minister  was  reported  to  have  said — 
"  The  Tories  are  afraid  of  the  franchise. 
They  only  wish  for  redistribution  in 
order  to  defeat  the  franchise."  When 
a  Cabinet  Minister  used  language  of 
that  kind  to  bis  fellow-countrymen,  it 
showed  that  they  were  only  at  the  be- 
^nning  of  an  agitation  to  which  the 
Government  were  lending  themselves, 
and  of  the  consequences  oi  which  they 
could  have  no  idea. 

The  Earl  oi  ICIMBEIRLET  said, 
that  the  latter  part  of  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lordi  removed  all  expectation  of 
his  support  which  the  opening  sentence 
might  have  led  him  to  form.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman,  to  whose  speech  the' 
noble  Lord  had  adverted,  would,  no 
doubt,  feel  very  sensible  indeed  of  the 
reproof  which  had  been  administered 
to  him,  and  would  take  notice  of  it. 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  said,  that 
if  the  Government  would  adjourn  Par- 
liament to  some  time  in  October,  and  in 
the  meantime  take  the  necessary  steps 
towards,  and  consider  the  question  of 
redistribution,  then  the  Franchise  Bill, 
which  was  not  dead,  and  the  Redistribu- 
tion Bill  could  be  considered,  if  not 
passed  together  in  one  Session.  Pursuing 
such  a  course  would  show  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  sincere  in  their  intention  to 
dispose  of  both  portions  of  the  question. 
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PUBLIO  HEALTH— DRAINAGE  OP 
LOin>ON.~OBSERTATIONS. 

LoBD  FOBBES,  in  rising  to  oall  at- 
tention to  the  drainage  of  London,  re- 
ferred to  the  presence  of  cholera  near 
our  shores,  and  to  the  desirableness  of 
some  steps  being  taken  by  the  authori- 
ties to  carry  out  the  best  practicable 
scheme  of  drainage  they  oould.    He  ap- 
pealed to  their  Lordships  to  take  action 
in  the  matter,  not  only  for  their  own 
sakes,  but  particularly  for  the  sake  of 
the  toiling  masses  in  liondon,  who  were 
necessarily  confined  to  the  Oity  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  and  whose  home 
eurroundings  scarcely  ever,  changed.  At 
this  time  of  the  year,  when  the  wealthier 
classes  were  leaving  the  Oity  for  the 
country,  ha  thought  their  Lordships 
oonld  sot  do  anything  better  than  show 
th^r  sympathy  tax  the  large  masses  of 
the  people  who  were  left  bdiind  in  the 
town,  by  endeavonring  to  seoare  for  the 
Metropolis  a  better  system  of  drainage 
than  it  now  possessed.    The  House  of 
Oommons  had  recently  formed  a  small 
Committee  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
the  ventilation  of  that  House,  and  the 
cause  of  certain  inodorous  smells  which 
had  been  fonnd  to  prevail  in  the  House 
for  some  time  previously.  The  Oommit- 
tee  had  reported  to  the  effect  that  the 
smell  was  owing  to  the  burning  of  bricks 
at  Battersea.    Their  Lordships  would 
remembar  that  during  the  debate  late 
at  night  on  the  Franchise  Bill  a  dis- 
agreeable smell  had  prevailed  in  their 
Lordships'  Ohamber ;  and,  however  it 
might  be  accounted  for,  whether  firom 
the  burning  of  bricks,  or  from  any  other 
similar  oanse,  he  belimd  the  real  source 
of  the  misohief  was  the  def  eotiYe  drainage 
of  London.  He  would  now  call  attention 
to  the  condition  of  the  Thames.   It  had 
been  stated  on  oompetent  authority  that 
the  sewage  which  was  poured  into  theriver 
was  beginning  to  make  its  way  up  theriver 
in  a  sort  of  permanent  form.    The  state 
of  the  Thames  in  its  lower  reaches  was, 
n  his  opinion,  simply  horrible,  and  was 
the  result  of  the  present  system  of 
drainage,  which  consisted  simply  in 
pouring  the  sewage  into  the  Thames  at 
a  time  when  tiie  tide  was  running  out; 
but  it  had  to  be  remembered  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  sewage  was  brought  back 
by  the  inflow  of  the  tide ;  and  it  must 
be  evident  to  all  thone  who  considered 
the  question  tiiat  this  system  of  drainage. 


alwi^  objeotionaUe,  oonld  not,  in  any 
sense,  be  accepted  as  a  solntion  m 

the  qnestiott.  It  was  oompated  that 
164,000,000  gallons  of  liquid  sewage 
were  poured  into  the  river  daily,  and,  in 
order  to  deal  effectively  with  auch  a 
problem  as  this,  some  remedy  was  cer- 
tainly needed.  He  had  heard  of  two 
schemes  by  which  the  sewage  of  London 
might  be  dealt  with — the  Hendon  scheme 
and  the  Aylesbiuy  scheme.  The  Ayles- 
bury Oompany  had  made  an  offer  to  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to  take 
over  the  sewage  of  London  for  the  pmv 
pose  of  dealing  with  it  in  aa  in- 
nocuous a  manner  as  possible ;  bat  that 
offer  had  been  curtly  refused.  He 
thought  the  refusal  of  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  was  worthy  of  thrar 
attention,  and  called,  to  some  extend  £or 
a  remonstranoe.  By  the  method  adopted 
at  Aylesbury,  the  sewa^  was  deodonaed 
before  entering  the  nver,  and  poured 
in  in  a  purer  state  than  the  Siver  Pol- 
lution Oommisucm  required.  1^  his 
opinion,  the  Aylesbury  scheme  poeaessed 
enormous  advantages  over  any  other  in 
dealing  with  the  difficulty  felt;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  offer  a  perfect  solution 
of  the  question  of  how  the  drainage  of 
our  large  towns  should  be  dealt  with. 

Thb  F.ahx.  of  DALHOUSIE  said,  he 
must  compliment  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
zeal,  ability,  and  ■  research,  which  he 
had  brought  to  bear  in  the  treatment  of 
this  question,  and  also  on  the  ability 
with  which  he  had  called  the  attention 
of  their  Lordships  to  the  question.  He 
was  glad  to  have  this  opportonity  of 
assuring  the  noble  Lord  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  folly  alive  to 
the  dangers  to  whidi  he  had  raferred, 
and  that  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  were  anxious  to  bring  about 
some  amelioration  of  the  state  of  things 
which  at  present  prevailed.  The  quee- 
tion  of  the  pollution  of  the  lower  Thames 
by  sewage  from  the  outfalls  at  Cross- 
ness and  other  places  was  first  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  the  19th  of  January,  1882,  by 
the  Port  of  London  Sanitary  Authority, 
who  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  to  take 
under  the  Metropolis  Local  Manage- 
ment Act  of  1858,  0.  104,  s.  31),  imme- 
diate remedial  measures  in  the  matter. 
On  receipt  of  this  complaint  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  called  upon  the  CJorpora- 
tion  Sanitary  Oommittee  to  fumisa  the 
eridenoa  upon  which  th^^^^f^j^^  was 
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based.  In  reply,  the  Oorpturation  tca- 
varded  a  printed  Beport  of  theit  Sani- 
taiy  Oommittee,  oontfuntDg^  analyses  of 
samples  of  the  water,  and  stating  that — 

"  TheriTeria  the  vicinity  of  the  outfalls  was 
always  id  a  condition  most  nnBanitary,  and 
that  in  times  of  drooght  and  ^reatheat  its  very 
prejndictal  effect  upon  the  public  health  was 
obTiooB." 

This  Keport  was  immediately  forwarded 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  together  with 
the  first  letter  of  the  City  Corporation, 
to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  for 
observation,  February  10,  1882.  On 
the  6th  of  March  the  Metropolitan  Board 
reported  that  they  had  referred  the 
matter  to  a  Sub-Oommittee  for  inquiry 
and  report.  On  the  29th  of  March  the 
Town  Clerk  asked,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Port  of  London  8auita^ 
Committee,  what  had  been  done.  He 
was  informed  by  the  Home  Office  that 
they  were  in  eommunioation  with  the 
Metropolitan  Board,  and  his  letter  and 
the  reply  were  sent  to  the  Board  as  a 
reminder.  On  the  4th  of  April  the 
Metropolitan  Board  wrote  to  say  that 
they  were  not  able  then  to  make  a  com- 
plete reply  to  the  case,  as  they  wished 
to  continue  investigations  during  the 
hot  weather,  when  the  river  was  alleged 
to  be  at  its  worst.  But  they  were  al- 
ready of  opinion,  so  far  as  they  had 
gone,  that  the  complaints  as  to  the  pol- 
hition  and  effect  on  public  healtli  were, 
if  not  totally  unfounded,  greatly  exag- 
gerated. This  reply  was  communicated 
to  the  Port  of  London  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity. A  fortnight  elapsed,  and  the  Se- 
cretanr  of  State  then  wrote,  April  18, 
and  demanded  a  definite  answer  from 
the  Board  witiiin  a  fortnight  from  l^t 
dat^  so  that  he  could  oome  to  a  de- 
cision as  to  the  question.  To  this 
the  Metropolitan  Board  replied  on 
the  5th  of  May  making  various  oom- 
ments  on  the  criticisms  ofi'ered,  and  wind- 
ing up  with  the  request  that  "any  in- 
quiry which  might  oe  determined  upon 
might  be  postponed  till  the  month  of 
October."  The  Secretary  of  State  did 
not  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Board  for  a  postponement  of 
the  inquirer  till  October.  He  imme- 
diately decided,  after  consulting  with 
the  Local  Government  Board,  to  issue  a 
Boyal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
matter.  On  the  29th  of  May  this  step 
was  communicated  to  the  Metropolitan. 
Board.   The  first  Report  of  the  Com- 
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mission  was  forwarded  by  the  Secretory 
for  presentation  to  Faruament  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1884.  In  July  the  at- 
tention of  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
called  to  the  state  of  the  river ;  and  he 
accordingly  consulted  Lord  Bramwell, 
the  Chairman,  and  asked  him  for  his 
views.  On  the  12th  of  July,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Boyal  Commission  reported 
that  he  and  four  other  Commissioners 
examined  the  river — 

"  Tt  was  in  sach  a  state  as  to  be  a  scandal  and 
disgrace  to  the  Metropolis  and  civilization^ 
There  were  ten  milsa  of  sewage,  more  or  le88.'*t 

A  very  strong  letter  was  thereupon  ad- 
dressed by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  Lord  Bramw^'s 
letter.  The  Secretary  of  State  pointed 
out  that  the  first  Report  of  the  Cran- 
missioa  six  months  baore  had  pointed 
oat  that  the  main  cause  of  the  evil  was 
the  diaoharge  of  the  sewage  in  its  crade 
state  without  any  attempt  to  render  it 
less  offensive  by  separating  the  solids 
or  otherwise ;  and  he  also  reminded  the 
Board  that  when  .they  obtained  their 
powers  to  deal  with  the  main  drainage 
there  was  a  distinct  understanding  that 
such  deodorization  would  be  provided. 
Tbe  Secretary  of  State,  therefore,  asked 
to  be  informed  without  delay  what  mea- 
sures the  Board  bad  taken  to  fulfil  these 
pledges,  and  threatened  that  he  would 
be  compelled  to  take  action  under  the 
statute  of  1858.  On  the  12th  of  July 
the  Erith  Local  Board  requested  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  urge  on  the  Metro- 
politan Board  the  importance  of  deodo- 
rization ^endingthe  inquiry  by  the  Boyal 
Commission.  The  Secretary  of  State 
said  in  reply  that  he  was  strong^  im- 
pressed with  the  danger  of  the  present 
state  of  things,  and  forwarded  a  copy  of 
the  Correspondence  to  tiie  Metropolitan 
Board.  On  the  2l8t  of  July  the  Metro- 
politan Board  replied  that  they  quite 
recognized  the  responsibility  devolving 
upon  them,  but  that  for  some  weeks 
there  had  been  a  reduced  flow  of  water 
in  the  river  and  a  high  temperature 
combined,  which  had  produced  an  ex- 
ceptional evil.  The  Board  had  difficulty 
in  obtaining  an  immediate  supply  of 
deodorizing  chemicals ;  but  they  had 
now  made  arrangements  for  manufac- 
turing them  themselves,  so  as  to  be  in- 
dependent of  the  trade.  The  official 
Report  by  the  Royal  Commissioners  on 
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Horn*  Office  on  the  SSxd  of  July ;  and, 
in  forwardiog  it  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  Becretaiy 
of  State  observed  that  the  reeponsihility 
vhidi  the  Board  nov  admitted  had  been 
moflt  imperfectly  discharged  during  the 
present  year  and  former  periods.  The 
existmg  state  of  things  vas  neither  new 
nornnpvecedented,  and  yetfbrtwo  years 
the  Board  had  been  contesting  facts 
which  could  not  be  denied  ;  and  in  the 
month  of  June  the  Board,  being  unpre- 
pared, found  it  a  practical  impossibility 
to  deal  with  the  evil  for  several  weeks. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  called  for  in- 
quiry as  to  how  far  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Board  since  the  10th  of  July  had 
had  the  effect  of  curing  or  mitigatint? 
the  evils  complained  of ;  and  he  insisted, 
in  conclusion,  on  the  necessity  of  placing 
tilings  on  a  permanent  footing,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  a  recurrence 
of  the  danger.  The  Secretary  of  State 
consulted  the  Local  Oovemment  Board, 
who  said  that  the  letter  of  the  Metro- 

Solitan  Board  did  not  give  sufficiently 
efinite  information  to  enable  the  Local 
GOTemment  Board  to  pronounce  as  to 
the  efficient^  of  the  measures  taken,  but 
that,  if  desired,  they  would  send  an  en- 
gineering inspector  to  visit  and  report. 
To  this  the  Secretary  of  State  assented. 
On  the  28th  of  July  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  sent  on  a  complaint  from  the 
East  and  West  India  Dock  Company  as 
to  the  great  increase  of  sewage  in  the 
river,  and  its  foul  condition.  This  letter 
was  sent  on  to  the  Metropolitan  Board. 
The  Secretary  of  State  bad  called  offi- 
cially on  the  Boyal  Commissioners  and 
on  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Port  of 
London  to  report  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
measures  taken  by  the  Metropolitan 
Board  to  purify  the  river,  and  had  also 
instructed  the  Biver  Police  Authorities  to 
report  daily  to  him  as  to  the  state  of  the 
river.  The  latest  information  he  had 
noeived  testified  to  a  dight  improve- 
ment. The  Fapras  mi  the  subject  would 
be  presented  to  Parliament  to-day. 

TsB  Eabl  of  LONOFOBD  said,  he 
had  been  pleased  to  read  in  the  papers 
of  that  morning  that  at  the  outfall  the 
nnisauce  was  so  far  abated  thai  they 
might  eat  their  fish  dinner  in  comfort ; 
but  bis  experience  upon  a  recent  annual 
occasion,  well  known  to  their  liordships, 
when  ihe  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord 
Bramwell)  was  one  of  the  jftaby,  was 
quite  the  reverse. 


THE  NEW  PTTBLIO  OFFICES— DESIGNB 
FOR  THE  NEW  ADIHRALTT  AND 
WAR  OFFICE.— OBSERVATIONS. 
LoBD  LAMINGTON,  in  rising  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  designs 
for  the  new  Public  Offices,  said,  he  did 
not  understand  whether  the  agreement 
entered  into  with  the  snccessfol  c(»i^eti> 
tors  would  prevent  Fariiament  from 
having  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its 
opinion  of  the  designs.  From  what  he 
Lad  seen  of  the  elevation  of  the  new 
buildings  they  were  not  architecturally  in 
harmony  withtheotberFublicOffices,  and 
would  crowd  the  space  between  the  Ad- 
miralty and  Spring  Gardens.  He  thought 
the  Government  ought  to  suspend  their 
action  in  proceeding  with  the  execution 
.  of  the  plans  until  they  had  before  them 
all  the  particulara  of  the  oompetition; 
or,  perhaps,  it  would  be  better  if  they 
were  to  withdraw  their  present  arrange* 
ment,  and  to  enter  into  a  larger  scheme . 
for  the  improvement  of  &a  Public 
Offices. 

LonD  SUDELGT:  The  noble  Lord 
who  has  brought  forward  this  subject 
(Lord  Jjamiiu;ton)  has  criticised  most 
severely  the  designs  which  the  judges 
have  sMeoted  for  the  new  Offices.  He, 
however,  says  that  he  has  not  seen  the 
plans  in  Spring  Gardens,  and  only 
judges  from  some  sketches  he  has  seen 
in  the  papers.  Now,  my  Lords,  this 
criticism  may  be  just  or  it  may  be  un- 
just ;  but  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
that  there  has  never  been  a  competition 
for  public  buildings  carried  out  with 
greater  fairness  and  impartially.  The 
First  Commissioner  took  great  pains, 
and  the  selection  was  made  with  the 
names  of  the  competing  arohiteots  abso- 
lutely secret,  and  the  arrangements 
made  precluded  the  possibility  of  the 
names  leaking  ont.  The  arcbitaete,  «ib- 
ject  to  the  approval  of  Parliameni  will 
be  Messrs.  Letnuing  and  Leeming,  nevw- 
theless  it  does  not  follow  that  the  actoal 
design  will  be  carried  ont  in  its  entirety. 
During  the  Autumn  the  design  will  be 
considered  most  carefully,  and  snoh 
modifications  will  be  made  as  may  be 
found  necessary.  The  noble  Lord  is 
afraid  that  the  Horse  Guards  will  be 
swamped,  and  he  implies  that  this  con- 
sideration has  not  entered  into  the  minds 
of  the  judges.  I  can  assure  him  tiiat 
this  was  very  carefully  weighed.  If, 
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it  will  be  very  easy  to  leave  out'  or  alter 
the  position  of  the  oampanile  tower, 
260  feet  high,  aad  mahe  modifications. 
As  regards  the  point  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Lord,  that  the  consideration  of 
these  Offices  ought  also  to  include  the 
"mdening  of  Great  George  Street  and 
the  erection  of  other  Publio  Offices.  I 
will  oaly  say  that  experience  of  past 
years  has  proved  the  utter  impractica- 
biiity  of  undertaking  any  general  scheme 
for  the  erection  of  a  series  of  Public 
Offices.  No  one  is  better  aware  of 
this  than  the  noble  Lord  himself,  who, 
when  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
subject,  gave  the  matter  up  as  hopeless, 
and  the  Committee  only  left  the  matter 
to  the  Government.  I  trust  the  noble 
Lord,  before  he  leaves  town,  will  be 
able  to  go  to  Spring  Gardens  and  see  the 
plans,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  come  away 
much  more  satisfied  in  his  mind  as  to 
those  designs. 

The  Eabl  op  WEMT88  asked  whe- 
ther the  modified  or  the  original  designs 
would  be  shown  on  the  models  ? 

The  Earl  of  KIMBBELET:  The 
modified  designs. 

LoED  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL thought  Government  should  pause 
and  suspend  the  execution  of  their 
scheme. 

EOTPT— THE  PORTE  AND  THE  SOUDAN. 

QVBBTION. 

LoBD  STRATHNAIRN  asked  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  What  right,  now 
that  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Porte  over 
Egypt  Proper  had  been  acknowledged, 
England  had  to  advise  the  Khedive  to 
abandon  the  Soudan  without  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  Porte  ? 

Ea&l  GRANYILLE  :  We  have  never 
questioned  any  rights  which  the  Sultan 
has  over  £^ypt;  but,  as  far  as  the 
Egyptians  themselves  are  concerned, 
tiiey  not  having  an  Army  or  money  suffi- 
cient to  reconquer  the  Soudan,  we 
advised  them  not  to  go  on  with  an  under- 
taking whioh  was  impoBstble. 

LoBD  STRATHNAIRN  said,  that  as 
the  answer  of  the  noble  Earl  was  most 
unsatisfactory,  he  should  take  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  of  again  calling  the 
attention  of  their  Lordships'  House  to 
the  subject. 

House  s^onmed  at  Seven  o'clock, 
to  Thanday  next, 
Fonr  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  00UU0N8, 
TWmAv,  &ih  AMguti,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— SurpLT—fWiw'iifrarf  in  OmmittM 
— Relief  of  Qekbral  Gordon  (Totb  ov 
Cuedit),  £300,000— Civil SBRTiOBEsTncATii 
—  Class  IY. — Edvcatiok,  Soisxct,  4in>  Axt, 
Votes  14, 16, 19— Class  VI.— Non-jB^fbctivs 

AND  OuASITABLB  SeKTIOBS,  VoteS  1  tO  9  Slid 

9*— Clam  VII. — Mucbllankoub,  Votes  1,  9. 
Ruolutioru  [August  4]  reportgd. 
Public  Bill— Coiwiforerf  at  amended — Third 
fi«<uftti;— Cholera,  &c.   Froteotioa  *  [303], 

QUESTIONS. 


IBELAND  —  NATIONAL  BOHOOL,  BEL- 
FAST—USB OF  SCHOOLKOOM  FOB 
PARTY  PURPOSES. 

Mr.  HEALT  asked,  Whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  on  Thursday  evenings  the 
Whitehouse  National  School,  BelJhst,  is 
used  as  an  Orange  band  room,  and  that 
Party  tunes  offensive  to  the  Oatholios  of 
the  village  are  constantly  placed ;  and, 
whether  this  is  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Education,? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walebb)  :  A  temi>er- 
ance  band  meets  every  Thursday  evening 
in  the  Whitehouse  schoolroom.  By  its 
Rules  it  ienon-politioal,  and  tbe  playing 
of  Party  tunes  is  absolutely  forbidden, 
either  in  the  sohoolroom  or  elsewhere. 
It  was  upon  the  pledge  of  the  Members 
to  obey  this  Rule  that  the  manager,  who 
is  a  Presbyterian  minister,  gave  the  use 
of  the  school ;  and  so  loog  as  the  Rule 
was  observed,  the  school  being  non- 
vested,  there  was  no  violation  of  the 
Regulations  of  the  Commissioners.  It, 
however,  now  appears  that  about  the 
12th  of  July  the  band  on  some  occasions 
broke  that  Rule.  The  OommissionerB 
will  not  permit  this,  and  are  in  com- 
munication with  the  manager  on  tiie 
snbjeet. 

NAVAL  DISCIPLINE  ACT,  0LAT7SE  68. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  asked  Mr.  Solirator 
General,  Whether,  referring  to  his  state- 
ment that — 

"  The  Naval  DiBoipline  Act  dedarea  that  the 
number  of  officers  compodag  a  Ooart  Martial 
must  not  exceed  sine,  out  it  need  not  be  mine 
than  five.*' 

is  in  aocordaooe  with  Olaoae  A8,  vab- 
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section  16,  whrae  the  officer  appointed 
to  preaidd  at  the  Court  is  directed  to 
lUl  the  officers  of  the  rank  next 
in  seniority  to  himself  to  the  number  of 
nine,  or  such  number  not  less  than  five 
ia  attainable,  is  oomplete ;  and,  whether, 
therefore,  a  Court  Marti^  constituted  of 
five  officers  only,  where  more  are  pre- 
sent, ia  a  legal  Court  Martial  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbbb  Hersohell),  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  statement  made  by  nim  was,  no 
doubt,  that  although  a  Court  Martial 
must  not  exceed  nine  and  be  not  iesa 
than  five,  there  was  no  absolute  obliga- 
tion that  it  should  consist  of  nine.  No 
doobt,  under  the  section  to  which  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  re- 
ferred, and  to  which  he  also  referred  at 
the  time,  all  the  officers  were  to  be  sum- 
moned ;  but  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  would  mid  in  the  Admiralty 
Instructions  a  provision  that  even  if  the 
officer  who  was  to  preside  had  been 
chosen,  leave  of  absence  might  be  given 
by  the  officer  aummoning  the  Court 
Martial  or  the  superior  officer  present  to 
officers  who  would  otherwise  be  bound 
to  attend.  He  knew  his  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  was  under  the  impression 
that  those  Instractions  referred  to  pro- 
ceedings under  the  Act  of  1861,  and 
that  the  legislation  had  been  changed 
since ;  but  he  would  call  his  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Act  of  1861  was  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  terms  as  the  Act  of  1866. 
Those  Instructions  were  issued  in  1862, 
and  had  been  in  force  ever  since  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  provision  which  he  had  in 
his  mind  when  making  the  statement 
had  been  in  force  since  1862  under  the 
old  Act,  which  was  in  precisely  the  same 
terms  as  the  present. 

8ni  JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  he  will  state  what 
reason  is  aasigaed  for  selecting  an  Ad- 
miral Superintendent  of  one  ofHer  Ma- 
jesty's Dockyards  to  preside  at  a  Court 
Martial  on  the  Captam  of  Her  Majesty's 
ship  D^enee,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Naval  Discipline  Act,  Clause  &8,  Sec- 
tion 16,  when  other  Flag  Officers  were 
available  for  that  duty  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
The  section  referred  to  exempts  certain 
officers  from  the  ordinary  obligation  to 
serve  upon  Courts  Martial,  in  order,  it 
may  be  presumed,  to  prevent  their  being 
disturbed  in  the  discharge  of  their  im- 
portant duties.   But  it  excepts  any  occa- 
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sion  on  which  they  may  be  epeeially 
directed  to  nt  by  oiders  from  the  Ad- 
miralty. In  this  case  the  Admiral 
Superintendent  was  so  directed,  being 
the  only  nvdlable  Blag  Officer  at  tbe 
Fort  besides  the  Commandn-in-Gluef . 

CIVIL  8EBVICE  WBITEBS— OBDKR  TS 
COUNCIL,  1878. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  aaked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  he 
will,  during  the  Recess,  consider  the 
desirability  of  improving  the  position  of 
the  Civil  Serrice  writers  by  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Order  in  Council  of  13th 
February,  1876? 

The  CHANCELLOR  or  the  EXOHE- 
QTJER  (Mr.  Childebs)  :  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  have  to  say  that  tiie 
Order  in  Council  to  which  he  refers  has 
nothing  to  do  with  writers,  ezeept  the 
I9th  section,  which  provides  that  they 
are  to  be  paid  by  piece  work,  at  rates 
fixed  by  the  OivU  Service  Commis- 
sionera,  with  the  consent  of  the  Head  of 
the  Department  and  of  the  Treasury.  I 
have  not  heard  that  there  is  any  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  competent  writes 
undjsr  this  ^stem. 

DEFENCES  OF  THE  EMPIRE— COALXNa 
STATIONS,  fto. 

Sib  henry  TYLER  asked  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  War,  with  reference  to 
his  observations  on  the  projects  for  the 
defence  of  coaling  stations  and  chief 
mercantile  ports  of  the  Empire,  Whe- 
ther he  will  place  upon  the  Table  anj 
Reports  or  Memoranda  by  the  Bespon- 
sible  Military  Advisers  ? 

The  Mabquess  of  HABTINGTON: 
The  Report  of  the  Commission  on  tiie 
Defence  of  the  Ooaling  Stations  and 
Colonial  Foseessions  abroad  was  con- 
sidered a  confidential  document.  There 
was  certainly  a  great  deal  in  it  which  it 
would  be  extremely  inexpedient  to  make 
public.  He  had  always  regarded  the 
Report  of  hisAdvieers  as  equally  con- 
fidential. He  had  not  had  time  to  con- 
sider whether  those  Reports,  or  any 
part  of  them,  could,  without  inconveni- 
ence or  danger,  be  made  public ;  but  he 
would  consider  whether  any  part  of 
those  Reports  could  be  presented  to  the 
House.  With  regard  to  the  mercantile 
ports  of  the  Empire,  the  Report  of  Lord 
Morley's  Committee  had  not  yet  been 
fully  considered  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment.  He  had  reo^red  R^Knts  from 
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the  Inepeotor  General  of  Fortifications 
and  the  Inspector  of  Artillery,  and  those 
proposals  awaited  the  eonaideration  of 
the  Defence  Oommittee.  Until  the  opi- 
nion of  that  Oommittee  had  been  re- 
oeired,  he  coold  not  say  whether  it 
would  be  possible  to  lay  the  Eeport  of 
the  Oommittee  or  of  the  Military  Autho- 
rities before  the  House  f 

EGYPT  (lOLITART  OPERATIONS)— RE- 
PORT ON  THE  BOMBARDMENT  OF 
ALEXANDRIA. 

Sra  HENRY  TYLEB  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  Whether,  in  re- 
ference to  the  reports  and  conclusions 
which  have  been  communicated  to  the 
public  through  the  agency  of  the  Attach^ 
of  the  United  States  of  America  present 
in  Egypt,  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
the  Beport  on  the  Bombardment  of 
Alexandria,  made  in  accordance  with 
the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

Thb  Kabqitbss  07  HABTINQTOK : 
This  Beport  is  of  a  highly  confidential 
character,  and  cannot  be  presented  to 
Parliament. 

THB  ROTAIi  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- 
HEAD  OONSTABLE  mwIN. 
Mb.  HEALY  asked.  How  many 
policemen  hare  been  promoted  within 
the  last  three  years  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  ez  -  Detective  Director 
and  County  Inspector  French ;  was 
Head  Constable  Irwin  one  of  ihese ; 
was  he  constantly  about  Mr.  French's 
office  in  the  Castle;  by  whose  recom- 
mendation or  instrumentality  was  he 
appointed  to  Wexford;  why  did  he 
leave  Wexford  on  the  24th  June, 
and  remain  away  nearly  a  month; 
after  how  many  years'  serrice  is  the 
rank  of  head  constable  conferred ;  how 
many  years  had  Irwin  served,  and  when 
he  was  promoted;  and,  what  records 
had  he? 

Thb  SOLIOITOB  GENERAL  pob 
IBELAKD  (Mr.  Wajabb)  :  Nine  pro- 
motions were  made  within  the  last  three 
years,  all  in  1 882,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Mr.  French.  There  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  they  were  all  of  them  proper 
promotions.  Head  Constable  Irwin  was 
not  promoted  on  such  recommendation. 
Mr.  French  had  nothing  whatever  to  say 
to  his  promotion,  nor  is  it  a  fact  that  he 
was  constantly  about  the  Detective 
Director's  Office.  He  never  was  em* 
ployed  there,  except  npon  one  oocanoa 


for  a  month  during  a  press  of  business. 
Upon  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Head 
Oonstable  he  was  allocated  to  Wexford 
to  fill  a  vacancy  at  that  station  in 
ordinary  course.  He  was  absent  on 
special  police  duty  ^  a  month  fai  ^aa 
West  ox  Ireland.  There  is  no  fixed 
period  of  service  after  which  the  rank  of 
Head  Oonstable  is  attained.  &win  had 
served  eight  years.  He  had  two  first 
class  favourable  records,  and  no  un- 
favourable records. 

Mb.  HEALY :  Is  it  true  that  he  is 
the  youngest  Head  Oonstable  in  the 
Force? 

The  SOLICITOE  GENEEAL  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Walkeb)  :  I  will  in- 
quire. 

Me.  WILLIAM  BEDMOND:  What 
vacancy  did  Mr.  Irwiu  fill  up  ?  For  I 
am  informed  there  was  only  one  Head 
Constable  stationed  at  Wexord  for  many 
years.     

Thb  SOLIOITOB  GENEEAL  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Wai.ebb}  i  If  the  hon. 
Member  puts  the  Question  on  the  Paper 
I  will  make  inquiries  into  it. 

BRIDGES  (IRELAND)  —  DRT7MHERIFF 
BRTDOE-GOUNTIES  LEITRmAND 
ROSCOMMON. 
OoLowBL  O'BEIBNE  asked,  Whether 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  duties  of  the  Drum- 
heriff  Bridge  Committees,  appointed  by 
the  grand  juries  of  the  counties  of 
Leitrim  and  Bosoommon,  were  confined 
to  the  approval  of  a  plan  and  specifica- 
tion of  a  bridge,  and  the  acceptance  of 
tenders  and  declaration  of  a  contractor 
for  same ;  if  it  is  not  likewise  a  fact  that 
the  county  surveyor  of  Boscommon  has 
objected  to  Mr.  Irwin,  the  assistant 
county  surveyor  of  Leitrim,  acting  as 
county  surveyor  for  the  said  county 
(this  office  being  now  vacant),  although 
Mr.  Irwin  was  appointed  by  the  ooun^ 
Leitrim  grand  jury  to  inspect  and  rejport 
upon,  for  approval  or  otherwise,  ox  all 
county  presentments,  and,  .when  neces- 
sary, issue  summonses  in  cases  of  de- 
faiilt,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  Irwin  has 
in  the  most  emphatic  manner  condemned 
the  materials  made  use  of  by  the  con- 
tractor in  the  construction  of  the  abut- 
ments and  piers  of  Drumheriff  Bridge, 
the  specification  having  been  deviated 
from  in  many  respects;  and,  if,  under 
these  ciroumstances,  and  as  the  best 
means  of  safeguarding  the  interests  of 
the  cesspayers  of  the  county  LeitriaDif 
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will  an  order  be  given  to  enable  Mr. 
Irwin  to  act  pro  tem.  as  county  surTcyor, 
or  some  other  steps  taken  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  cesapayers  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  :  It  may 
have  been  proposed  to  limit  the  duties 
of  the  Committee,  as  stated;  but  the 
Act  of  Parliament  contemplates  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work  under  the 
direction  and  management  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  informed  that  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  county  surveyor  of  Boscommon 
and  the  assistant  surveyor  of  Leitrim 
differ  in  remect  of  the  materials  to  be 
made  use  of  by  the  contractor  generally 
as  to  the  work ;  and,  as  was  stated  in 
reply  to  a  former  Question,  the  joint 
Committee  of  the  Grand  Juries  is  the 
proper  tribunal  to  adjust  these  differ- 
ences. It  is  very  questionable  whether 
the  Grand  Jury  of  Leitrim  had  any  legal 
authority  to  delegate  to  Mr.  Irwin  the 
powers  mentioned  in  the  Question.  The 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  county  surveyor 
will  be  filled  up  as  soon  as  the  examina- 
tion required  by  law  before  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  can  be  keld.  It 
will  be  oommenoed  on  the  12th  instant. 

THE   UAGI8TRACT  (IBELAKD)  —  UR. 
JOHN  M'MAHON,  OF  BALLYBAY, 
CO.  MONAOHAN. 

Mh.  HEALT  asked.  Whether  Lord 
Dftrtrey,  Lieutenant  of  Monaghan,  has 
forwarded  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  tlie 
influential  memorials  and  rt^f^olutions 
asking  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John 
J.  M-Mahon,  of  Ballybay,  to  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace ;  and,  if  so,  what 
decision  has  been  arrived  at? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkbe)  :  The  Lord 
Chancellor  in^arms  me  that  no  such 
memorial  was  forwarded  to  him  by  Lord 
Bitrtrey ;  but  that  within  the  last  four  or 
five  days  the  name  of  Mr.  M*Mahon  was 
brought  to  his  notice  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
O'Neill,  Of  Ballybay.  This  application 
will  be  duly  considered. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
CROSSMAOLEK  FBISONERti. 
Mb.  HEALY  asked.  On  wbat  grounds 
have  the  Government  refused  to  allow 
Mr.  Alfred  "Webb,  T.C.,  Dublin,  to 
obtain  a  sight  of  the  so-called  Mulla- 
bawn  and  &os8maglen  books,  required 
by   him  in  the  preparation  of  the 
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Memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on 
behalf  of  the  CrosBmaglen  prisoners  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  poe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  "Walkee)  :  Mr.  Webb 
applied  to  be  allowed  to  inspect  the 
books  given  in  evidence  in  the  Cross- 
maglen  trial,  alleging  as  a  reason  that 
he  was  looking  into  the  case  of  the 
prisoners.  There  is  no  precedent  for 
permission  being  granted  after  a  trial 
for  any  person  to  examine  the  docu- 
mentary evidence  used  and  produced  at 
the  trifu,  and  I  do  not  think  such  a  pre- 
cedent should  be  established.  When  a 
Memorial  is  presented,  the  books  will  be 
carefiilly  considered,  along  with  all  the 
other  circumstances. 

Ma.  HEALT:  Would  the  Govern- 
ment consider  this  an  exceptional  case, 
and  allow  Mr.  Webb  a  look  at  the 
documents? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  When  the 
Memorial  is  presented  will  be  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  But  Mr.  Webb  is  pre- 
paring the  Memorial,  and  how  can  he 
prepare  it  unless  he  sees  the  documents  ? 

[No  reply.] 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OP 
GUARDIANS,  CABHEEN  DIVISION, 
COOTEHILL  UNION— THE  INQUIRY 
— MH.  YAUGHAN  MONTOOMEKT, 
J.P. 

Ms.  HEALY  a^ked,  What  decision 
has  been  come  to  by  the  Law  Offi<.-ers  as 
to  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Vaughan  Mont- 
gomery, J.P. ;  and,  will  the  Papers  be 
laid  before  the  Lord  Chancellor? 

TSE  SOLIOITOB  GENERAL  fos 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waleeb)  :  The  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  has  not  notified 
his  final  decision  in  this  case,  as  he  is 
absent  in  Sligo.  It  would  be  premar- 
ture  to  make  any  communication  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  before  he  does  so. 

Me.  HEALY  said,  be  would  repeat 
the  Question  on  Thursday. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— MR. 
TIPPING,  J.P. 

Ma.  BIGGAR  asked,  Whether  Ed- 
ward Tipping,  of  Bellengan,  Dundolk^ 
is  a  Jusiice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Louth  ;  whether  it  has  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
that  Mr.  Tipping  petitioned  the  Irish 
Bankruptcy  Court  in  1883,  offeriag  hia 
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creditors  fire  shillings  in  the  pound ; 
and,  if  80,  whether  the  Lord  Ohanoeltor 
proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter  ? 

Tub  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  The  alle- 
gations contained  in  this  Question  have 
not  hith^to  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  It  would  ap- 
pear, on  inquiry  now  made,  that  pro- 
ceedings for  an  arrangement  by  Mr. 
Tipping  with  his  creditors  were  for  a 
time  pending  in  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy. They  have,  however,  been  dis- 
charged therefrom,  apparently  with  the 
proper  consent  of  the  creditors ;  but 
furuer  inquiries  will  be  made  on  this 
point. 

THE  NORTH  SEA  FISHERIES— 
"  COOPERING." 

Mb.  BIRKBECK  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  fbr  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  he  is  now  able  to  give  any  in- 
formation with  reference  to  the  negotia- 
tions between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  Netherlands  rela- 
tive to  the  floating  drink-shops  in  the 
North  Sea ;  and,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will,  without  further  delay,  urge 
the  Netherlands  Government  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Governments  of  the  other 
Countries  who  were  parties  to  the  North 
Sea  Fisheries  Convention,  with  the  view 
of  some  agreement,  either  by  an  Inter- 
national Conference,  or  otherwise,  being 
come  to  on  the  subject  ?  The  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen asked  further,  in  support  of  some 
action  being  taken,  whether  the  Under 
Secretary's  attention  liad  been  called  to 
a  telegram  in  The  Times  of  to-day,  from 
Berlin,  giving  an  acoount  of  an  attack 
on  one  of  the  vessels  referred  to  in  the 
Question  ? 

Loan  EDMOND  FIT2MAUEICE : 
The  Governments  of  Her  Majesty  and 
of  the  Netherlands  are  agreed  that  the 
best  means  of  dealing  with  the  subject 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  has  called 
attention  will  be  to  convoke  for  this 
purpose  another  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national Conference,  which  met  at  The 
Hague  in  1881.  No  date  has  yet  been 
fixed  for  its  meeting ;  but  this  question 
is  regarded  by  both  Governments  with 
much  interest,  and  the  Netherlands  Go- 
vernment has  been  asked  to  issue,  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  necessary  invitation 
for  the  meeting.  I  cannot  at  this  mo- 
vent ^Te  an  answer  with  re^^ard  to  the 


further  Question ;  but  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  will  put  it  down  I  will  reply  to  it. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPmO-QUARANTINE 
ARRANaEMENTS  AT  MADEIRA. 

Mr.  OAINE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  If  it 
is  true  that  Ihe  authorities  at  Madeira 
hare  refused  to  allow  thirteen  British 
sailors,  whose  vessel  had  foundered  at 
sea  twenty-one  days  from  Newport,  to 
land  at  Funchal ;  if  it  is  true  that  there 
is  no  lazaretto  or  other  means  of  per- 
forming quarantine  of  observation  at 
Madeira ;  and,  if  the  Foreign  Office  is 
taking  any  steps  to  secure  such  accom- 
modation as  may  be  necessary? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE : 
Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Madeira  has 
reported  the  oaae  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member.  Quarantine  arrangements  at 
Madeira  appear  to  be  very  defective; 
but  I  am  not  able  to  give  exact  details 
with  respect  to  them.  Earl  Granville 
is  in  communication  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  the  subject,  and  when  their 
views  have  been  ascertained  a  represen- 
tation will  be  made  to  the  Portuguese 
Government. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— THE  TRANSVAAL— 
THE  BOERS. 

Mr.  got  dawn  ay  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  refer- 
ence to  his  statement  that,  so  far  from 
the  rule  of  the  Boers  being  a  brutal  and 
barbarous  rule  as  concerned  the  Natives 
under  their  Government,  it  must  have 
been  a  very  much  better  and  milder  rule 
than  the  Natives  have  been  accustomed 
to,  otherwise  they  would  not  have  gone 
in  enormous  numbers  into  the  Transvaal, 
Whether  he  has  any  reason  to  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  Mr.  Shepstone's  acoount  of 
his  interview  with  the  Native  Chiefs  at 
Pretoria  on  August  2nd,  1881,  as  de- 
tailed in  No.  24,  of  C.  ;i,U98,  and  of  the 
piteous  appeal  of  the  various  Chiefs 
against  their  being  again  subjected  to 
the  Boers,  "  who  treated  them  as  dogs 
and  beasts  of  burden and,  whether  he 
can  say  on  what  authority  he  stated  that 
Natives  have  gone  in  enormous  numbers 
into  the  territory  of  the  Transvaal;  and 
when  this  immigration  is  supposed  to 
have  taken  place,  and  into  what  portion 
of  the  Country  ? 

Mh.  chamberlain,  in  reply,  said, 
he  had  no  cause  whatever  to  doubt  the 
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his  interriew ;  but  he  thonght  it  would 
be  unwise  to  accept  as  absolutely  oon- 
oloare  the  eridenoe  of  the  piteous  ap- 
peals of  any  Chiefs  whatsoerer  with  re- 
lerenoe  to  a  matter  in  which  they  might 
be  considered  to  be  interested  and  to 
hare  Krieranoes  against  the  Boers.  As 
regarded  the  second  Question,  the  early 
history  of  the  Transraal  was  contained 
in  the  Blue  Books  before  the  House; 
and,  so  far  as  bis  memory  serred  him, 
it  was  oontained  in  Bome  of  the  de- 
spatches of  the  late  Sir  Bai'tle  Frere. 
Originally  the  Transvaal  was  inhabited 
by  a  Beohuana  Tribe.  This  Bechuana 
[IVibe  was  practically  driven  out  by  a 
tribe  of  tbeZuluB.  After  theBoers  had  at- 
tacked this  tribe  of  Kaffirs  and  destroyed 
them,  then  the  Bocbuanas  in  their  turn 
came  back  and  re-migrated  in  large 
numbers  to  the  Transvaal.  There  were 
now  about  750,000  of  them.  This  im- 
migration took  place  in  all  parts  of  the 
Transvaal,  but  principally  in  the  North. 

COEETJPT  PRACTICiES  (SUSPENSION  OF 
ELECTIONS)  BILL. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Baieeb, 

The  attorney  GENEBAL  (Sir 
HzNRY  Jahis)  said,  that  the  Bill  was 
intended  to  be  merely  suspensory  in  its 
operatian. 

OOLONIAL  NAVAL  DEFENCE  ACT,  1665 
—COLONIAL  WAR  VESSELa 

Mb.  BLAKE  asked  the  Secretary  to 
&e  Admiralty,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  Victoria  had,  before  the  depar- 
ture of  their  vessels  of  war,  Vietoria, 
Alhtrt,  and  CAUdert,  from  England  on 
the  Hth  of  Februarv,  fulfilled  all  the 
requirements  of  the  Admiralty,  so  as  to 
entitle  them  to  the  privileges  accorded 
to  Colonial  vessels  of  war,  under  section 
tiiree  of  "The  Colonial  Naval  DcKEenoe 
Act,  1865;"  whether  the  Government 
of  Victoria  had  also,  in  aooordance  with 
section  six  of  the  same  Aot,  placed  the 
said  vessels  at  Her  Majesty's  disposal ; 
whether  the  Law  Office  of  the  Grown 
have  advised  the  Admiralty  that  such 
vessels,  on  being  placed  at  Her  Ma- 
jesty's disposal,  are  to  be  deemed  to  all 
intents  vessels  of  war  of  the  Eoyal  Navy, 
and  would  be  entitled  to  fly  the  white 
ensign ;  whether  the  Agent  General  for 
Victoria  was  informed  on  the  13tb  of 
February,  and  was  requested  to  inform 
the  Commandant  of  the  squadron,  that 
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the  necessary  formalities  to  obtain  the 
Orders  in  Council  having  been  fulfilled, 
he  might  safely  proceed  on  his  voyage ; 
whetlwr  Orders  in  Ooundl,  under  seoticHis 
three  and  six  of  the  said  Act,  were 
passed  at  tibe  Council  c»f  the  4ih  of 
March ;  whether,  on  the  following  day, 
the  5th  of  March,  the  Admiralty  re- 
quested that  the  vBssels  might  be  ordered 
to  the  seat  of  war  at  Suakin ;  and,  whe- 
ther this  was  not  an  acceptance  of  their 
services? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNEEMAN: 
I  venture  to  refer  my  hon.  Friend  to 
the  answers  given  r«gardiDg  the  status 
of  the  vessels  by  the  IJnder  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  and  myself  on  the 
19th  of  February  last,  and  to  the  state- 
ment by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
which  appears  in  the  daily  newspapers 
of  the  2nd  instant.  I  would  only  sup- 
plement that  statement  by  pointing  out 
that  in  order  that  the  vessels  should 
have  the  status,  given  under  Section  6 
of  "The  Colonial  Naval  Defence  Act," 
the^  must  be  not  only  "  placed  at  Her 
Majesty's  disposal,'*  but  "aocepted  by 
the  Acuniralty."  The  services  of  these 
vesBels  were  not  accepted,  but  were  de- 
clined with  an  expression  of  thanks,  and 
with  full  recognition  of  the  spirit  of  the 
offer;  and  although  the  Commanding 
officer  was  instructed  by  the  Agent  Ge- 
neral for  the  Colony,  with  the  oonour- 
rence  of  the  Admiralty  and  Colonial 
Office,  to  communicate  with  Sir  William 
Hewett  on  his  way  down  the  Bed  Sea, 
it  was  hardly  anticipated  that  the  Ad- 
miral would  require  the  services  of  Uie 
vessels,  nor,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  it 
found  necessary  to  accept  them. 

NAVY— DOCKYARD  EE-ORGANIZA-TION 
—THE  NEW  SCHEME. 

Lonn  BANDOLPH  CHUBCHILL 
(for  Sir  H.  DBUiun»n>  Wolff)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe* 
ther  he  will  obtain  and  present  to  Par- 
liament evidence  from  ^e  foremen  of 
the  yard  and  assistant  construotors  se- 
lected from  them,  as  regards  the  effect 
of  the  reorganization  scheme  on  their 
prospects,  seeing  that  they  have  had  iu> 
opportunities  of  making  their  state- 
ments before  the  Committee  ? 

Sia  THOMAS  BEAS8ET,  in  reply, 
said:  The  witnesses  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Constructors  induded 
several  officers  well  acquainted  witih 
Dod^id  administeation.   Tho  case  of 
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fhe  foremen  of  the  Tard  ia  thoroughly 
understood  at  the  Admiralty,  and  far- 
ther eridenoe  of  a  formal  character  is 
unnecessary.  Every  desire  exists  to 
open  the  door  of  promotion  to  men  of 
the  practical  ability  for  which  the  fore- 
men of  the  Yard  are  distinguished.  The 
selection  of  individuals  according  to  their 
qualifications  must  lie  with  the  Oon- 
troUer  of  the  Nary  and  the  professional 
advisers  of  the  Board. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
AOTS— *•  WYOMING  AND  THE 
CATTLE  DISEASE." 
Mb.  ALBEBT  obey  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  following  paragraph,  which  ap- 
peared in  7%«  Tinui  of  the  3 let  ult. : — 

"  WyonuDg  and  Cattle  Disease. 

**  We  understand  that  the  following  are  the 
precautioos  which  the  territory  of  Wyoming 
will  take  at  once  to  protect  vesseU  against  oot- 
dde  disease: — 

'*  Inspection  of  all  animals  crosaiDgthe  His* 
•omi  Kiver  and  coming  from  any  place  east  of 
the  Alleghanies.  Every  animal  entering  Wyo- 
min^  from  any  state  or  territory  which,  in  the 
opimon  of  the  Privy  Council,  contain  centres  of 
infection,  shall  be  qoarantined  on  oor  frontier 
for  any  period  the  Privy  Council  think  fit; 
Boch  quarantine  can  be,  and  will  be,  imposed  at 
any  time  hy  the  governor  of  the  territory  on  the 
receipt  of  a  cable  from  London. 

"Every  animal  passing  from  Wyoming  (or 
any  Weetem  territory  that  may  be  removed 
under  Clause  3  from  the  Schedule)  into  Canada 
by  the  Lake  Honto  for  exptnt,  sfasul  be  certified 
under  the  seal  of  the  state  or  territory  to  be- 
long to  that  territory.  The  Canadian  inspection 
bureau  at  Buluth  will  examine  every  animal, 
and  report  that  the  brands,  earmarks,  &c.  on 
snch  animals  are  the  brands  certified  by  the  go- 
vernor of  the  territory  as  belonging  within  his 
jurisdiction,  and  as  recorded  in  the  record  o£Bces 
of  the  various  county  record  offices  in  the  state 
or  territory. 

"An  official  representing  the  English  in- 
terest in  this  matter  will  be  welcomed  in  the 
North  West,  and  he  can  satisfy  his  Govemmeat 
that  in  all  respects  our  stocks  maintain  their  bill 
of  health,  and  that  the  proviniHU  of  the  law  are 
in  all  respects  complied  with ;  " 

and,  whether,  under  these  circumstances, 
there  are  any  objectionB  to  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Privy 
Ck>uncil  by  the  third  section  of  the  Con- 
tagious Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1884? 

Me.  D0D80N,  in  reply,  said,  the 
conditions  mentioned  in  Ths  Times  were 
submitted  to  the  Frivy  Oouncil  by  Mr. 
Moreton  Frewen,  who  stated  tibat  he  did 
BO  on  behalf  <^  the  authorities  of  Wyo- 
ming.  The  oattle  are  proposed  to  be 


brought  through  Oanada  and  shipped 
at  a  Oanadian  port.  This  rendon  it 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  view  of  the 

Canadian  Giovemment  upon  the  subject. 
A  communication  has,  therefore,  been 
addressed  to  the  Government  for  that 
purpose. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING-THE  COLLI- 
SION IN  THE  THAMES. 

Mb.  GK)T7BLET  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  he  can  give 

the  House  any  reliable  information  re- 
garding the  cause  of  the  collision  and 
loss  of  life  which  occurred  on  Saturday 
night  on  the  Thames,  two  miles  below 
Ciravesend,  between  the  Dione  and  Camdm 
steamers ;  and,  whether  he  can  state  the  - 
tonnage  and  number  of  able  seamen  car- 
ried by  the  passenger  ship  ? 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Until  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  which  is  being  held 
is  made  known  I  should  not  like  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  on  this  case.  I  am 
informed  that  the  passenger  ship  has  a 
gross  tonnage  of  782  tons,  and  that  the 
total  number  of  the  crew,  exclusive  of 
the  master,  was  18.  of  whom  five  were 
engaged  as  able  seamen. 

PAELIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS— THE 
NEW  REGISTEB. 

Sib  EDWAED  WATKIN  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  Depart- 
ment, Whether,  considering  that  it  is 
estimated  that  the  Register  of  1884  con- 
tains 41  per  cent,  of  electors  who  were 
not  on  the  Register  of  1880;  that  the 
Register  now  in  preparation  will  contain 
over  50  per  cent,  of  new  electors  as  com- 
pared with  1880;  and  that  the  Register 
of  next  year  will  contain  over  60  per 
cent,  of  new  eleotors,  he  will  refuse  the 
Return,  of  which  notice  has  been  given 
on  this  question,  intended  to  verify  the 
figures  ;  and,  whether  it  has  been 
brought  to  his  notice  that  the  Return 
would  not  involve  much  expense  P 

Mb.  HIBBERT,  in  reply,  said:  A 
searching  comparison  of  the  two  Ras- 
ters would  have  to  be  made  in  order  to 
ascertain  with  regard  to  each  several 
elector  whether  he  was  or  was  not  on 
the  Register  in  each  one  or  other  or 
both  of  the  years  specified.  This  would 
give  a  vast  amount  of  trouble  to  the 
Local  Authorities,  and  would  in  many 
cases — that  is,  where  the  electors  have 
oommon  names,  or  have  changed  their 
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residences,  or  where  the  lists  are  not 
even  alphabetical — probablj  be  impos- 
sible. The  expense  would  also  be  con- 
siderable, as  the  Local  Authorities  would, 
no  doubt,  have  to  employ  extra  olerks 
to  mtike  the  searohes. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTSIENT-AGE  OP 
CHILDREN  LEAVING  SCHOOL. 
Me.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
If  he  will  give  a  Keturn  of  the  average 
age  at  which  children  leave  school  in 
^gland,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland 
respectively  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  :  I  am  unable  to 

S're  the  Return  for  which  the  bon. 
ember  asks;  but  if  he  will  refer  to 

£Bge  13  of  the  Seport  of  the  Education 
lepartment  for  1883-4,  he  will  find  a 
paragraph  showing  the  number  and  the 
percentage  of  children  in  England  and 
Wales  who  left  school  after  passing  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Standards  iu  1882. 
The  hon.  Member  will  find  a  similar 
paragraph  as  regards  Scotland  at  pngo 
14  of  the  Report  of  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  for  1883-4.  From  thi» 
it  appears  that  42  per  cent  of  the  scholars 
in  Standard  lY.  leave  school  af^er  pass- 
ing it,  while  58  per  cent  of  ihose  in 
Standard  Y.  leave  school  after  passing 
that  Standard.  In  Scotland  23  per  cent 
of  the  scholars  in  Standard  Iv.  leave 
school  after  passing  it,  and  53  per  cent 
of  those  in  Standard  V.  As  tne  Stan- 
dard of  total  exemption  in  Scotland  is 
Standard  V.,  we  may  reasonably  expect 
that  under  the  operation  of  the  Act  of 
last  year  the  number  of  children  leaving 
school  before  passing  that  Standard  viu 
diminish.  The  Question,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  Ireland,  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

INDIA  (KADKAS)— FLOGOINO— 0A8E 
OP  MAEIAPPEN. 
Mr.  BIGGAR  ashed  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  "Whether  he  will 
cause  inquirieB  to  be  made  into  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  C.  Pritchard,  bar- 
rister-at-law,  Salem,  to  the  honourable 
the  Judges  of  the  High  Court,  Madras, 
in  his  Letter  to  them  bearing  date  16th 
February  1 884,  that  a  lad  named  Mari- 
appen,  aged  10,  was  sentenced  by  Dr. 
Maeleane,  district  magistrate  of  ^em, 
on  26th  September  1882,  to  receive 
twenty  stripes,  thoi^h  on  the  day  pre- 
vious,  vim.  25th  September,  he,  Mr. 
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Pritchard,  as  counsel  for  the  lad,  had 
procured  an  adjournment  of  the  case ; 
whether  he  wul  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  Mr.  Fritchard*e  statement,  in 
the  same  Letter, 

"  I  was  somewhat  Bmprised  at  tha  snperin- 
tendeot  of  police  nuhisg  iato  Court,  and  »yiag 
that  it  wa8  the  wish  of  the  district  nm^strate 
that  the  under'trial  prisoners  should  be  detained 
to  witness  the  thrashing  of  a  Uttle  boy,  tbs 
above  Mariappen ;  ** 

and,  whether  it  is  customary  that  per- 
sons not  yet  convicted  should  be  fcmed 
to  witness  a  flogging  ? 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS :  The  India  Office 
has  no  information  beyond  what  may  be 
derived  from  the  newspapers  as  to  the 
letter  referred  to  in  the  hon.  Member's 
Question,  or  the  ciniamstances  with 
which  it  deals.  The  letter  appears  to 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Judges  of 
the  High  Oonrt  in  January  of  last  jeax ; 
and  as  that  Court  has,  therefore,  had  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  statement 
which  it  contains,  it  does  not  appear  to 
be  necessary  to  call  on  the  GoTemmeot 
of  Madras  for  a  Report.  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  is  customary  that 
persons  not  yet  convicted  are  forced  to 
witness  floggings ;  and  Mr.  Pritchard,  in 
his  letter,  expressly  states  that  in  this 
instance  the  prisoners  were  not  detained 
to  witness  the  flog^ng. 

EGYPT-TUE  CONFERENCE— THE 
mNISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

SiE  8TAPF0RD  NOETHOOTE 
asked  ttie  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  the  Prime 
Minister  was  likely  to  be  able  to  make 
his  promised  statement  before  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  were  called  on  ? 

The  Mabquess  op  HAETINGTON: 
My  right  hon.  Friend  has  full  intention 
of  making  the  statement  he  promised 
esterday,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
elieve  that  he  intended  to  make  it  be- 
fore the  Orders  of  the  Day  were  called 
on.  We  have,  however,  got  through 
the  Questions  somewhat  more  rapidly 
than  usual ;  and  as  my  right  hon.  Friend 
is  not  in  his  place  at  present,  but  will  be 
in  a  very  few  minutes,  it  might  be  tax 
the  convenience  of  the  House  that  the 
Speaker  should  leave  the  Chair  for  a  few 
moments,  in  order  to  give  my  right  hon. 
Friend  tbe  opportunity  of  being  in  his 
plaoe. 

Mb.  QLADSXONE,  who  at  that  mo- 
ment entered  the  Hoose,  siud :  I  moat 
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apologize  to  the  House  for  the  inconve- 
nience  caused  by  my  absence,  which  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  I  anticipated  that 
the  Questione  would  have  occupied  the 
usual  time.  I  just  wish  to  make  a  state- 
ment, which  I  intimated  yesterday  that 
Z  hoped  to  make  to-day.  It  will  be  a 
Bimple  and  a  short  one.  It  is  to  this 
effect — that  we  are  very  conscious  that 
a  serious  responsibility  deTolves  upon 
US  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  failure  of  the 
recent  Oonierenoe  of  the  European 
Powers  upon  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
Egypt.  To  assist  us  in  meeting  this 
responsibility,  Her  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  approve  of  our  proposing  that 
the  Elarl  of  Northbrook  should  proceed 
to  Egypt  in  order  to  report  and  advise 
the  Q-ovemment  upon  the  counsels  which 
they  should  offer  to  the  Egyptian  Qo- 
Ternmeot  in  relation  to  the  present  situ- 
ation of  affairs  in  Egypt,  and  also  in 
relation  to  any  steps  which  it  may  be 
requisite  to  take  in  connection  therewith. 
The  Earl  of  Northbrook  has  accepted 
this  Commission,  and  he  proposes  to 
leave  England  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent month  for  that  purpose.  Sir  EveljrD 
Baring,  whose  sernoes  have  been,  in 
the  ju^iment  of  the  Government,  highly 
valuable,  and  whose  labours  have  been, 
both  in  their  nature  and  length  of 
period,  extremely  onerous,  is  absolutely 
in  need  of,  at  any  rate,  a  ^ort  vacation ; 
but,  still,  he  relies  confidently  upon  being 
able  to  accompany  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook to  Egypt.  He  will  continue  to 
hold  the  OflBce  he  has  held  now  for  some 
time  in  Egypt ;  aod  I  need  hardly  say 
that  he  holds  it  with  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Sia  STAFFORD  NORTHGOTE :  Sir, 
I  do  not  quite  understand  the  statement 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made.  I  do  not  quite  understand  the 
capacity  in  which  the  Ear^  o£  Northbrook 
is  to  proceed  to  Egypt.  The  right  hon. 
Gentteman  descrniM  his  ^notions  as 
being  those  of  being  deputed  to  advise 
and  report  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  the  advice  which  they  should 
give  to  the  Government  of  Egypt.  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether  there  will  be 
any  special  instructions  given  to  Lord 
Northorook;  and  whether  his  position 
will  give  him  any  power  or  authority  in 
Egypt  either  with  reference  to  the 
Egyptian  Government  or  with  reference 
to  our  own  Representatives  in  Egypt? 
Will  the  Earl  of  Northbrook's  Mission 


in  any  way  affect  the  position  of  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  ;  and  can  the  right  hon. 
Gendeman  inform  us  what  his  title  will 
be;  and  whether  hia  Mission  will  be 
for  a  limited  period,  or  one  involving 
the  resignation  by  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook of  the  OfBce  which  he  at  present 
holds,  and  any  consequent  change  in 
the  Administration  at  home  f 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  not  sure, 
Sir,  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  follow 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accurately  in 
what  he  has  said.  There  will  be  no 
change  at  all  in  the  Earl  of  Northbrook's 
tenure  of  Office;  and  the  Office  which 
he  has,  with  great  public  spirit,  con- 
sented to  give  Mmself  is  an  office  of  an 
essentially  temporary  character,  and  his 
office  will  be  confined  to  the  purposes  I 
have  described — namely,  inquiry  and 
advice.  His  office  will  not,  I  appre- 
hend, directly  interfere  with  the  ordi- 
nary duties  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  any 
more  t^an  the  office  of  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin  about  18  months  ago — I  think 
that  was  about  the  time  —  interfered 
with  the  office  of  the  Consul  General  of 
that  day.  The  Earl  of  Northbrook  will 
go  with  a  Commission  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government;  he  will  not,  how- 
ever, go  with  any  special  instructions; 
being  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet,  in  per- 
fect accord  with  ui  and  in  association 
wilh  us  in  all  our  proceedings,  he  knows 
that  which  will  best  enable  him  to  give 
effect  to  the  general  views  and  principles 
on  which  the  Cabinet  desires  to  act.  He 
will  have,  however,  a  Commission ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  well  aware 
that  at  various  periods,  both  in  the  Co- 
lonies and  in  States  otherwise  related  to 
us,  as  well  as  in  foreign  countries. 
Commissioners  have  been  sent  by  the 
Crown  for  a  special  purpose,  when  a 
critical  or  special  state  of  affaire  ap- 
peared to  require  a  measure  of  that 
kind. 

SiH  H.  DHXJMMOND  WOLFF:  I 
wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
what  is  the  particnlar  appellation  to  bo 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Northbrook?  If 
ue  has  not  a  particular  appellation  he 
may  be  refused  permission  to  land,  as 
Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt  was.  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  what  appellation, 
diplomatic  or  otherwise,  will  be  given  to 
the  office  which  is  to  be  nndertuen  by 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  The  precise  ap- 
pellation to  be  given  to  tna  Elarl  pf 
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Northbrook  is  a  matter  which  I  consider 
ss  SBpertaining  rather  to  the  Sofm  of 
the  Oommiasion  giren  than  as  one  to  he 
determined  in  substance  on  the  first 
stage  of  the  affair.  I  think  the  fnnction 
of  the  Earl  of  Northbrook  would  corre- 
spond in  substance  with  that  which  has 
been  generally  designated  by  the  title 
of  High  Oommissioner.  I  presume  that 
will  be  the  title  given  to  the  Earl  of 
Northbrook  on  the  present  occasion. 

Me.  JOSEPH  COWEN:  WiU  Par- 
liament be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Oommission  and  the  terms  of  it,  in  the 
same  way  as  it  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  terms  of  the  Oommission  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  ful- 
filled when  he  went  to  the  Ionian 
Islands  ? 

Ua.  aiADSXONE:  Oh,  certainly; 
the  terms  of  the  Commission  will  be  laid 
before  Parliament. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  As  the  prac- 
tical result  of  the  appointment  of  the 
Earl  of  Northbrook  will  be  to  produce 
considerable  delay,  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  ask  what  are  the  particular 
Bubpects  connected  with  Egypt,  about 
which  the  QoTemment  feel  their  igno- 
rance, and  about  which  thej  would  like 
advice  ?  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  it 
is  on  the  subject  of  finance  that  they 
require  further  information ;  or  whether 
it  is  on  the  subject  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  Egypt  ?  I  think  it  must 
be  plain — but  perhaps  I  have  no  right  to 
make  any  comment. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  statement  I  have  already 
made.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  in- 
quiry might  include  finance  aud  internal 
administration  as  well — that  is  to  say, 
we  have  asked  die  Earl  of  Northbrook 
to  report  and  advise  upon  the  counsel 
which  we  ought  to  offer  to  the  Egyptian 
Government,  and  to  advise  as  to  any 
steps  which  it  may  be  requisite  to  adopt 
in  connection  therewith. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  OHURCHILL 
said,  he  supposed  that  full  and  complete 
information  with  regard  to  the  Egyptian 
finances  would  be  laid  before  the  House. 
The  information  laid  before  the  Con- 
ference, the  French  Representatives 
contended,  was  essentially  defective. 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  No  information 
on  the  internal  administration  of  Egypt 
has  been  laid  before  the  Conference. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  OHUEOHILL : 
And  on  finance  ? 

Mr.  eiadttow 


He.  GLADSTONE :  The  information 
on  finance  has  bem  oranmnnicated  to 
the  House,  and  it  will  be  for  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  oonmderirhetliar  it 
is  defective  or  not. 

Sie  STAFFORD  NOSTHCOTE: 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inform 
the  House  whether  there  are  any  steps 
connected  with  Egyptian  affairs,  finan- 
cial or  other,  which  the  Government 
contemplate  taking  before  they  receive 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook's  advice  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  impossble 
for  me  to  bind  myself,  to  give  an  answer 
on  that  subject.  It  might  depend  on 
necessities  which  might  arise  sponta- 
neously. I  can  only  say  our  object  is  to 
have  the  advantage  of  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook's  inquiry  and  advice  on  the  gene- 
ral situation. 

Sie  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE:  The 
object  of  my  Question  is  this.  Some 
months  ago  the  Government  inform^ 
us  that  tne  financial  affairs  of  ^gj^i 
were  in  such  an  urgent  state  as  to  de- 
mand a  Conference  at  once.  That  Con- 
ference has  spent  some  months  in  its 
deliberations,  and  no  result  has  arisen 
from  them.  What  I  want  to  know  is, 
whether  the  Government  will  take  any 
steps  in  connection  with  the  financiai 
position  of  Egypt  before  Lord  North- 
brook has  been  able  to  report  and  ad- 
vise ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  afraid  I 
must  still  say  that  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult for  me  to  answer  that  Question.  I 
admit  there  is  a  very  urgent  state  of 
financial  affairs  in  Egypt ;  and  I  can 
conceive  it  to  be  quite  possible  that  ap- 
plication may  be  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject,  with  which  they 
will  deal  in  the  best  manner  tbey  can, 
pending  the  inquiry  and  Report.  But 
undoubtedly  it  is  not  our  intentiran  to 
take  any  step  of  a  definite  character 
which  can  be  avoided,  but  to  rmerve  Uie 
situation,  as  far  as  possible,  entire  until 
the  completion  of  the  inquiry. 

Me.  COLERIDGE  KENNARD:  Has 
any  reference  been  made,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  to  the  Ottoman  Forte  f 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  That  is  a  ques- 
tion of  great  importance,  on  which  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  me  to  enter  at  the 
present  moment.  This  and  other  ques- 
tions will  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Earl  of  Northbrook's  inquiry,  and  any 
answer  on  the  point  would  necessarily 
be  premature.  C^i^^->.rs^^:> 

Digilized  by  ^^OOQ  Ic 


1757  Supply— 'Relief  of  {Auoust 


5,  1884]        6$Mrdl  Gordw.  1758 


Sib  H.  BBUMICOND  WOLFF:  If 
&e  Ch)Ternment  has  not  consulted  the 
Prate,  by  what  right  do  they  send  a 
High  Oommisaioner  to  make  inquiries 
into  {he  condition  of  aportion  of  the 
Forte's  Dominions  ?  When  the  right 
hou.  QentLeman  was  sent  to  the  Ionian 
Islands  it  was  under  a  Treaty,  which 
enabled  us  then  to  appoint  Bium  an  offi* 
oial. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  referred  to  the  case  in  which  I 
was  High  Oommisaioner.  I  do  not  wish 
to  point  to  his  assertion  with  regard  to 
the  bearing  of  the  Treaty  on  which  that 
appointment  was  made  ;  but  he  is  quite 
premature,  and  has  mistaken  me  in  say- 
ing that  we  hare  not  consulted  the  Porte, 
inasmuch  as  on  that  subject  I  have 
made  no  communication  whatever  to 
the  House. 

ORDERS    OF   TRE  HAY. 

 0  

SUPPLY  — REUEF  OF  GENERAL 

GORDON  (VOTE  OP  CREDIT). 
SuFFLT — eonndered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  s  sum,  not  ezcaeding:  £300,000,  be 
nant«d  to  Her  Majesty,  beyond  the  ordmary 
Gnmtsof  Parliament  of  1884-d,  to  enable  Her 
Uajesty  to  undertake  operations  for  the  relief 
of  General  Gordon,  should  they  become  neces< 
sary,  and  to  make  oertain  preparations  in  respeot 
thereof." 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  Sir,  the  state- 
ment which  I  shall  have  to  make  in 
proposing  this  Vote  of  Credit,  which 
you,  Sir,  have  already  read  from  the 
Chair,  will  be,  I  hope,  not  a  very 
lengthened  one,  will  be  simple  in  its 
dlLuacter,  and,  I  trust,  not  inTolving 
any  highly  contentious  matter.  The 
purpose  of  tiie  Vote  of  Credit  is  de- 
Boribed  in  general  terms  upon  the  face 
of  the  Paper  which  has  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Members,  and  I  will  refer 
a  little  more  particularly  to  the  basis 

rn  which  our  proposition  rests.  Sir, 
Committee  is  well  aware  that  we 
are  under  pledges  as  regards  General 
Gordon  to  aid  him  by  military  means 
in  a  oertain  contingency.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  desirable  that  I  should  refer 
particularly  to  the  nature  of  those 
pledges,  though  I  believe  they  are  gene- 


rally in  the  reoolleotion  of  the  Com- 
mittee. They  are  to  be  found  in  tele- 
grams that  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
House,  dated  April  23  and  May  17, 
and  they  are  to  be  found  in  various  de- 
clarations made  by  myself  in  this  House, 
and  by  Earl  Granville  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  But,  Sir,  they 
are  to  be  found  especially — as  I  am 
now  addressing  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  House  of  Commons,  perhaps, 
pays  the  greatest  attention  to  what  is 
addressed  by  responsible  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  to  itself — they  are  to  be  found 
especially  in  a  speech  delivered  by  my 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  on 
the  13th  of  May,  when  he  dealt  more 
fully  with  this  portion  of  the  subject 
than  any  of  his  Colleagues  had  done  on 
any  previous  occasion.  I  am  quoting 
from  Baiuard,  May  13,  page  233;  and 
I  will,  first  of  all,  refer  to  certain  sen- 
tences. My  noble  Friend  then  stated 
that,  before  an  expedition  for  the  relief 
of  General  Gordon  could  be  ordered  or 
announoed,  it  was  necessary  to  have  the 
clearest  proof  of  its  necessity.  He  stated 
that  such  an  expedition  would  not  be 
justified  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
General  Gordon  to  smash  or  overpower 
the  Mahdi ;  nor  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  satisfactory  Government  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Soudan ;  nor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  garrisons  of  the 
Soudan  to  march  out  with  the  honours 
of  war ;  and  my  noble  Friend  went  on 
to  eay,  in  a  passage  which  I  will  now 
quote — 

"  We  must  be  satisfied,  as  far  as  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  satisfy  ouiBelvee,  that  aach  an  expe- 
dition is  necessary  to  secure  the  safety  of  Gene- 
ral Gordon,  and  of  those  for  whose  safety  he 
has  made  himself  responsible.  It  is  necessary 
that  we  should  be  satisfied  that  the  original 
view  as  to  the  possibility  of  evacuation  is  now 
impossible  of  execution.  General  Gordon  will 
not  be  called  upon  by  the  Government  to  do 
anything  which  will  be  derogatory  to  his  honour 
or  to  his  character.  Those  who  have  trusted 
themselves  in  his  service,  those  who  have  fought . 
for  him,  who  have  increased  the  perils  in  which 
they  stood  before  by  entering  his  Berrice,  no 
doubt.  General  Gordon  is  responsible  for,  and 
cannot  desert ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that,  if  escape  is  poasible  for  him,  it  is  not  also 
possible  for  Uunw  who  stand  towards  him  in  the 
relaUon  wbioh  I  have  described.** — (3  Satuard, 
[388]  233-4.) 

The  telegram,  which  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  is  dated  May  17, 
was  conceived  in  the  spirit  of-those  ex- 
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pressions.  And  noT  I  think  I  need  not 
enter  into  any  minute  description ;  but 
I  Trill  rather  remind  the  Committee  of 
what  has  taken  place  ;  and,  not  seeking 
in  any  degree  either  to  extend  or  con- 
tract those  pledges,  I  think  I  may 
assume  that  the  Committee  is  fully 
aware  that  we  have  given  pledges  to 
aid  General  Gordon  in  a  certain  con- 
tingency. Next,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
we  coneider  that  these  pledges,  in  a 
graeral  sense,  were  approved  by  Parlia- 
ment. Some  may,  perhaps,  hare  thought 
they  went  too  far,  and  some  may  have 
thought  they  did  not  go  far  enough ; 
but,  speaking  of  the  genei;al  body  of  the 
Committee,  we  are  under  the  belief  that 
these  pledges  were  approved,  and  that 
I  Doed  not  now  argue  in  support  of  the 
principle  on  which  they  rest,  or  go  back 
upon  a  field  which  we  have  traversed  to 
a  sufficient  extent  on  former  occasions. 
"Well,  now.  Sir,  we  and  the  country 
have  been  under  very  considerable  em- 
barrassment from  the  want  of  direct 
official  communication  with  General  Gor- 
don. That  difficulty  has  beset  us,  and 
to  no  inconsiderable  extent  perplexed 
us  for  a  time  which  is  now  approaching 
no  less  than  four  months.  But,  although 
there  has  been  this  want  of  official  com- 
munication with  General  Gordon,  yet, 
in  the  absence  of  such  communication, 
there  has  been  a  series  of  reports  which 
has  reached  us,  and  which,  although 
they  cannot  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
with  direct  and  responsible  accounts, 
yet,  when  taken  together,  may  be  held 
to  have  considerable  importance,  and 
undoubtedly,  I  think,  have  acted  a  good 
deal  more  upon  the  mind  of  the  piiblic, 
who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  the 
safety  of  General  Gordon.  These  re- 
ports have  not  been  altogether  uniform 
in  their  character.  For  instance,  upon 
a  particular  occasion — namely,  the  4th 
of  July— one  of  the  London  journals — 
and  in  referring  to  the  London  journals 
I  may  say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  all  those  varied  reports  have  been 
pert^tly  impartial,  and  have  not  been 
altered  or  modified  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  any  particular  view — at  one 
time  die  reports  in  one  journal  had 
been  more  favourable  or  more  unfavour- 
able and  at  other  times  the  reverse; 
but  in  quoting  from  them  generally  I 
quote  without  the  slightest  reference  to 
anything,  except  to  the  fact  that  such  a 
telegram  has  reached  this  country— 

2/r.  Gladttene 


well,  I  think  it  was  on  the  4th  and  5th 
of  July  that  reports  in  77te  Daily  TtU- 
graph,  which  had  previously  had  some 
reports  of  a  very  favourable  character, 
came  to  convey  the  darkest  view  of  the 
case  that  was  brought  before  tie  with 
respect  to  Khartoum  and  General  Gor- 
don. On  the  4th  of  July  we  were  told 
that  the  town  had  been  captured  with- 
out difficulty  by  the  Mahdi ;  that  no 
massacre  had  taken  place,  however; 
and  that  General  Gordon  was  safe,  but 
that  he  entirely  declined  to  quit  the 
place.  On  the  5th  of  July  there  was 
also  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  Khar- 
toum was  in  possession  of  the  Mahdi ; 
but  when  we  came  to  look  at  the  sources 
we  found  that  the  report  of  the  4th  came 
from  the  insurgent  Army  itself,  which  re- 
presented that  Khartoum  had  been  cap- 
tured ;  and  the  reports  of  the  5th  of 
July  from  what  are  described  as  Native 
sources.  But,  Sir,  speaking  generally, 
such  has  not  been  the  tenour  of  the  re- 
ports that  have  been  received.  On  the 
whole,  they  have — some  may  think  to  a 
very  high  degree,  some  may  think  in  a 
lower  degree,  and  upon  that  I  do  not 
enter  at  all;  but  in  some  degree  or 
other  they  have  converged  towards  cer- 
tain points.  The  points  to  which  they 
have  converged  have  been  what  may  be 
termed  the  safety  of  General  Gordon, 
in  the  sense  in  which  that  term  is  ap- 
plicable to  a  man  who  is  in  a  country 
where  fighting  is  going  on,  and  in  a 
town  foreign  to  him,  and  likewise  to  his 
power  to  remove  from  Khartoum,  if 
considerations  of  honour  or  prudence,  or 
whatever  motives  may  govern  tiie  mind 
of  that  hw>ic  man,  should  dictate  such 
a  course.  I  may  just  quote  in  support 
of  what  I  say  two  reports,  which 
came  from  Tk$  Daily  Ifnc$*  Correspon- 
dent on  the  30th  of  June.  On  the  30Ui 
of  June  that  journal  —  and  perhaps 
other  'journals ;  but  I  do  not  know 
— that  journal  gave  a  report  which 
was  brought  by  certain  pilgrims  to 
Suakin,  and  their  report  vgas  to  the 
effect  that  the  town  of  Khartoum  was 
all  right  on  the  23rd  of  May,  and  that 
food  was  plentiful  there.  They  had  also 
a  report  of  pilgi'ims  who  had  arrived  at 
Tahkrova,  and  who  gave  the  veiy  same 
account  which  came  from  another  place, 
that  all  was  well  at  Khartoom  on  f^e 
23rd  of  May,  and  ihot  food  and  water 
were  sufficient  tor  its  supply.  I  quote 
this  as  an  illustration  of  the  wsj  in 
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which  reports  that  are  not  official  or 
responsible,  yet  ooncurring  with  each 
other  when  arriving  from  different 
places,  support  one  another  to  a  certain 
extent.  On  another  day,  the  29th  of 
July,  Th«  Daily  News  and  Beuter's 
Agency  gave  a  report  from  a  Greek  mor- 
oluuit  who  had  come  from  Kassala.  He 
reported  that  he  had  seen  a  letter  £rom 
General  (Gordon,  dated  the  1  lih  of  June, 
and  reporting  the  presence  of  rebels, 
but  saying  mat  be  was  conGdent  of 
being  able  to  destroy  them  on  the  rising 
of  the  Nile.  By  "destroying"  them, 
I  suppose  him  to  mean  overcoming  them. 
I  do  not  suppose  we  are  to  interpret  the 
word  as  meaning  the  annihilation  of  all 
these  people.  The  letter  further  re- 
ported that  General  Gordon  was  quite 
a&fe,  that  the  soldiers  were  in  good 
spirits,  and  that  provisions  were  plenti- 
ful. That  was  the  report  of  the  Greek 
merchant  with  respect  to  the  letter  which 
he  said  he  had  seen,  and  which  was 
dated  the  11th  of  June.  Then,  Sir — 
this  is  rather  curious  as  regards  those 
unofficial  reports — on  the  mth  of  July, 
Tk»  Standard  and  The  Daily  Nnca  gave 
a  report,  brought  also  by  pilgrims  to 
Saakin.  The  effect  of  this  report  was 
that  General  Gordon  was  well  about  the 
21st  of  June,  and  keeping  the  enemy  in 
perpetual  fear  by  successful  land  and 
water  sorties,  and  it  mentioned  likewise 
that  his  messengers  had  been  killed. 
That,  the  Committee  will  observe,  was  an 
unofficial  report  on  the  2l8t  of  June. 
Well,  but  then  that  unofficial  report  of 
the  2l8t  of  June  is  now  in  a  certain  de- 
gree confirmed  by  what  maybe  called  in 
a  certain  sense  an  official  report,  for  we 
heard  some  time  ago  that  a  letter  had 
been  received  by  the  Mudir  of  Dongola 
from  General  Gordon  himself.  That 
letter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee, 
and  in  it  General  Gordon  states  that 
Khartoum  and  Sennaar  were  in  a  good 
state  of  defence.  He  inquired  of  the 
Mndir  of  Dongola  what  reinforcements 
of  troops  were  forthcoming,  and  he  men- 
tioned certain  other  particulars.  When 
that  letter  arrived  tJiere  were  certain 
ciroumstanoea  connected  with  it  which 
nu^ht  have  led  to  a  momentary  doubt 
of  its  authenticity ;  but  since  the  arrival 
of  Major  lUtoheaer  at  Dongola,  we  have 
received  communications  from  htm  from 
which  we  have  no  longer  any  doubt  of 
his  having  seen  that  letter,  and  that  it  is 
a  genuine  document.   I  do  not  say  that 

TOL.  COXOI.   [thxbd  sbbiu.] 


it  is  a  document  with  regard  to  which 
we  can  be  altogether  free  from  mystery, 
because  it  is  not  easy  to  understand, 
taking  the  document  alone  and  at  first 
sight,  although  it  may  be  explained  by 
testimony  which  may  hereafter  reach  us, 
why  General  Gordon  should  put  to  the 
Mudir  of  Dongola  questions  about  any 
anticipated  reinforcements  or  military 
Buocour,  and  why,  at  the  same  time, 
that  letter  to  the  Mudir  of  Dongola, 
which  he  had  an  opportunity  of  sending, 
should  not  have  been  accompanied  by 
any  letter  to  the  British  Government. 
But  all  that  is  a  matter  which  may  be 
fully  explained  by  subsequent  intelli- 
gence. These  particulars,  Sir,  I  have 
laid  before  the  Committee,  they  being 
selected  from  what  is  really  a  very  large 
and  promiscuous  body  of  evidence,  some 
of  it  of  a  slight  character,  and  other 
parts  of  it  of  sreater  effect  and  sub- 
stance, and  which  has  reached  us  since 
the  middle  of  the  month  of  May.  But 
the  general  conclusion  to  which  they 
bring  us  is  this — that,  undoubtedly,  we 
are  not  in  a  condition  to  say  that  the 
contingency  anticipated  by  my  noble 
Friend  in  his  speech  of  a  clear  necessity 
for  sending  military  aid,  and  for  under- 
taking military  operations  with  the  view 
of  sending  aid  to  General  Gordon — we 
are  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  that 
contingency  has  arrived.  But,  although 
it  has  not  arrived,  it  was  all  very  well 
for  us  to  wait  for  fuller  intelligence 
while  Parliament  was  sitting,  because 
at  any  moment  we  could  come  down  to 
Parliament  and  obtain  the  judgment  of 
Parliament,  and  ask  for  the  decision  of 
Parliament,  as  to  any  duty  which  might 
seem  to  be  incumbent  upon  us.  We  are 
DOW,  however,  reaching  the  time  when 
Parliament  is  about  to  be  prorogued. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  has  ap< 
peared  to  us  to  be  clearly  our  duty  to 
place  ourselves  in  such  a  position  that 
if,  during  the  Becess  of  Parliament,  that 
contingency  should  arrive,  we  might  be 
enabled  to  meet  it  in  the  way  in  which 
we  think  Parliament  would  wish.  That 
18  the  main  and  proper  object  of 
the  Tote  of  Censure— ££i»i^A<«r]— I 
mean  the  Vote  of  Credit.  My  mouth  ia 
not  accustomed  to  enunciate  the  latter 
phrase,  but  the  phrase  "  Vote  of  Cen- 
sure "  is  extremely  familiar  to  me.  The 
main  object  of  the  Vote,  as  a  Vote  re- 
quired beyond  the  ordinary  Grants  of 
Parliament,  is  to  enable  Hw^ajes^  to 
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undertake  operations  for  the  relief  of 
General  Qordon  should  they  heoome  ne- 
cessary. Besides  that,  we  hope  we  shall 
thus  obtain  the  direct  authority  of  Par- 
liament to  oertidn  preparations  oon  ■ 
nected  tiierewith.  Well,  Sir,  these  pre- 
parationfl  are  preparations  which  are 
to  be  explained  oy  the  condition  and  oir- 
onmstanoes  of  Egypt,  and  the  condition 
season  and  dimate  under  which  oom- 
munioations  may  be  carried  on  in  that 
oountoy.  They  are  preparations  as  dis- 
tinguished from  operations.  IF^auffhter 
hv  Mr.  AsmcEAD-BARTLBiT.]  Perhaps 
^e  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Eye  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  may  have 
a  better  mode  of  description  ;  but  I 
think  I  convey  a  tolerably  dear  idea  to 
the  minds  of  the  Committee  when  I 
speak  of  preparations  as  distinguished 
from  operations.  The  Vote  in  itself  is 
rather,  perhaps,  a  Vote  of  principle  than 
anything  else — I  mean  to  say,  rather  a 
Vote  of  prindple  than  the  representation 
of  an  exact  figure.  A  figure  we  must 
present,  and  we  must  regulate  it  by 
what  appear  to  us  to  be  the  dictates  of 
good  sense  ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  us, 
until  this  contingency  arises — and  God 
forbid  it  should  arise ! — a  sentiment  in 
which,  I  hope,  we  gjl  join— but  until 
this  oontingenoy  should  arise,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  form  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  demands  that  may  be 
made  upon  us.  What  I  look  at  is  the 
assent  of  Parliament,  such  as  we  con- 
ceive it  to  be,  to  the  pledges— I  might 
even  say  as  regards  a  great  portion  of 
the  Committee—but,  at  least,  to  those 
pledges  into  which  we  have  entered  as 
respects  General  Gordon,  and  the  autho- 
rity which  we  feel  was  placed  in  our 
hands  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of 
prudence  and  justice  upon  those  pledges 
under  cover  of  the  Vote  which  we  ask 
Parliament  to  g^ve  us.  "With  respect  to 
the  particular  preparations,  I  think  the 
Committee  will  feel  with  me  that  it 
would  not  be  for  the  public  interest  that 
I  should  enter  into  any  explanations 
whatever.  In  our  opinion,  it  would  be 
of  no  advantage  even  to  the  object  of 
those  who  sought  information,  inasmuch 
as  the  information'must  at  present  ne- 
oessarily  be  partial,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, therefore,  misleading.  What  we 
feel  is  this — it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
judge,  unless  and  until  the  contingency 
arrives,  in  what  way,  by  what  specific 
means  and  form  of  action,  that  contin- 
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gency  ought  to  be  met.  It  ia  plainly, 
tiierefore,  our  duty  to  reserve  to  our- 
selves, subject  to  our  responeibility  to 
Parliament,  a  fall  discretion  in  the 
choice  of  the  best,  the  most  prudent,  and 
the  most  effective  methods  of  proceed' 
ing.  Any  explanations  that  might  now 
he  entered  into  with  respect  to  prepara. 
tions  would  tend  to  limit  that  field  of 
action,  and,  I  may  also  say,  it  might 
have  other  inoonventenoe  in  Egypt  its^ 
of  a  character  more  direct  and  more  im- 
mediately bearing  on  tiie  purpose  vhidit 
if  the  occasion  arises,  we  should  have  in 
view.  I  believe  I  have  new  stated  to 
the  Committee  all  that  it  appeare  neces- 
sary to  state  in  order  to  convey  the 
double  purpose  of  this  Vote — the  major 

fmrpose,  to  obtain  the  authority  of  Pir- 
lament,  for  acting,  as  circumstances 
may  require,  upon  our  respondbilify ; 
and  the  secondary  and  subsidiary  pur- 
pose of  taking  such  steps  as  may  appear 
to  my  noble  Friend  and  his  advisers, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Cabinet,  in  the 
way  of  military  preparation,  as  pmdenoe 
may  appear  to  require,  when  the  matter 
is  considered  in  connection  with  the 
peculiarities  of  Egypt,  and  what  may  be 
required  by  the  seasons  of  tiie  year,  or 
in  order  that  we  may  not  he  taken  un- 
awares, should  the  time  come.  On  theea 
grounds,  I  hope  it  will  be  found  by  the 
Committee  that  there  is  no  novelty  of 
principle  in  the  proposal  we  now  make; 
that  it  is  simply  an  attempt  on  our  part 
to  place  ourselves  in  a  condition  to 
redeem  the  honourable  engagements 
under  which  we  have  come  to  Parlia- 
ment and  to  the  country,  in  riew  of  cir- 
cumstances when  Parliament  itself  would 
have  been  prorogued,  and,  therefore, 
when  we  should  not  have  had  a  direct 
and  immediate  means  of  obtaining  its 
authority  by  the  summary  method  of  an 
immediate  application.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  beg  to  present  the  Vote 
of  Credit  which  has  oeen  placed  in 
your  hands. 

Ms.  LABOTTCHEBE  said,  he  did  not 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tlie  Prime  Minister  to  have  asawted  tiiat 
universal  assent  was  given  to  the  pledges 
he  bad  mentioned  when  they  were  made 
in  the  House.  He  did  not  think  anyone 
would  contest  that  when  those  pledges 
were  given,  it  was  upon  the  full  and 
distin*^  understanding  that  G^eral 
Gordon  was  acting  in  accordance  with 
his  insteuctions,  and  tiia  orders  given 
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to  him.  But  he  apprehended,  on  read- 
ing the  Fapera  whitui  everyone  had  had 
an  (mportunityof  reading,  that  General 
Gordon  had  not  only  not  fulfilled  his 
iostructions,  but  had  acted  in  complete 
diaaooord  with  tiiem.  What  were  ^ose 
instrootionB  ?  Th^  were  contained  in 
tiie  letter  of  Earl  GranTiUe  to  Sir 
Evelyn  Barin|,  and  pointed  out  the  beat 
way  of^effecting  the  eracnation  of  the 
Soudan,  and  of  eeoaring  the  safety  of 
the  garrisons.  That  was  why  General 
Gordon  was  sent  out ;  but  when  he 
arrived  in  Egypt,  without  the  knowledge 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  Governor  General 
of  the  Soudan,  and  started  for  Khar- 
toum. This  fact  would  be  found  re- 
corded in  the  Blue  Books  a  few  days 
later  than  Earl  Granville's  letter  in  a 
telegram  from  that  noble  Earl  to  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  to  ask  if  General  Gordon 
had  accepted  any  position  under  the 
Egyptian  Government.  General  Gordon 
had  then  started  for  Khartoum,  and 
hon.  Members  knew  what  then  occurred. 
He  wrote  home  despatches,  to  the  effect 
that  the  people  were  all  entirely  in  favonr 
of  hu  lusaion,  and  that  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly easy  for  tiie  garrisons  to  retire. 
Then  he  demanded  that  Zebehr  Pasha 
should  be  sent  to  the  Soudan,  and  he 
also  made  the  Mahdi  the  Sultan  of  Kor- 
dofan.  But  as  soon  as  he  found  that 
the  Mahdi  refused  to  accept  the  position 
of  Sultan  of  Kordofan,  General  Gordon 
immediately  changed  his  tone,  and  said 
he  would  smash  the  Mahdi.  Ever 
since,  bo  far  as  he  could  understand  from 
the  obscure  reports  received  from  the 
Soudan,  and  from  the  Blue  Books, 
General  Gt)rdon  had  been  determined 
to  revenge  himself  upon  these  unfortu- 
nate Soudanese  because  tbey  did  not 
accept  him  as  an  inspired  prophet.  That 
was  what  General  Gordon  bad  done.  The 
Prime  Minister  said  that  when  General 
Gordon  stated  he  was  in  hopes  of  de- 
stroying the  rebels,  he  did  not  really 
mean  to  annihilate  them.  But  his  (Mr. 
Labouohere'a]  impression  was  that  he  did 
mean  to  annihilate  them.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  that  was  nothing  more  than 
General  Gordon  had  done  in  the  last 
few  months.  He  had  remained  at  Khar- 
toum, and  had  sallied  forth  whenever 
an  opportunity  came,  and  had  attacked 
these  Soudanese,  whom  he  was  pleased 
tooall  "  rebels/'  although  Her  Majesty's 


Government,  who  had  sent  him  oat,  had 
absolutely  recognized  the  independence 
of  the  Soudan.  More  than  that,  he  told 
all  his  followers,  who  wished  to  leave 
Khartoum,  that  they  could  retire,  and, 
•according  to  the  Blue  Books,  everyune 
who  was  aUe  to  leave,  did  leave  at 
the  oommenoement  of  General  Gordon's 
Mission,  the  rest  remaining  to  fight  with 
him.  But  he  believed,  at  the  present 
moment,  that  General  Gordon  was  de- 
termined not  to  give  way,  but  had  got 
some  vague  plan  in  his  head — ^like  a  sort 
of  Egyptian  Jingo—of  inducing  the 
Egyptians  to  retake  the  Soudan,  and  of 
forcing  our  hands  to  send  reinforcements 
to  support  him  in  establishing  some  sort 
of  rule  whi<^  was  not  the  rule  of  the 
Soudanese.  Under  these  ciroumstances, 
accepting  the  pledges  in  their  fullest 
sense,  he  hardly  thought  they  were  bound 
to  send  an  EDglieh  Army  to  bring 
back  General  Gordon  from  Khartoum. 
They  had  heud  from  Mr.  Stanley, 
and  he  was  an  authority  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  ^era  was  nothing  easier  at 
present  than  for  Gordon  to  get  away 
from  Khartoum,  and  to  Ining  away  aU 
those  who  were  acting  with  him.  Bat 
no ;  he  remained  there,  issuing  a  species 
of  paper  money  to  be  paid  for  by  us  or 
by  the  Egyptian  Government,  and  sally- 
ing forth  day  after  day  to  destroy  what 
hecalled  "the  rebels.''  General  Gordon 
could  fulfil  his  instructions  and  g^t  away. 
That,  however,  was  not  his  policy,  and 
he  stopped  there  because  he  chose  to 
stop  there.  He  (Mr.  Labouchere)  did 
not  see  why  money  should  be  spent  and 
lives  lost  merely  to  please  General  Gor- 
don. He  was,  at  that  moment,  Governor 
General  of  the  Soudan;  and  why  was 
this  country  to  pay  for  him  7  It  was 
the  E^^tian  Government  that  ought  to 
pay.  Egypt  had  plenty  of  money ;  and 
the  only  reason  why  there  was  some 
difficulty  in  getting  money  was  that  an 
exceptional  and  unfair  amount  was 
taken  away  from  Egypt  for  the  bond- 
holders. The  only  persons  in  £avour  of 
England  paying  for  it  were  Hie  bond- 
holders, who  objected  to  have  their 
interest  reduced.  If  the  rig^t  hon. 
Gentleman  suggested  that  the  mon^ 
should  be  advanced  as  a  matter  of  kind- 
ness to  Egypt,  the  matter  would  be  very 
different ;  but  he  gathered  that  the  tax- 
payera  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
were  to  pay  for  this  ei^iedition  as  they 
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had  to  pay  for  this  OTpedition  to  Snakin. 
What  did  they  gain  from  the  Suakin 
Expedition  ?  It  cost  a  number  of  valu- 
able Urea  and  a  large  amount  of  money. 
The  present  Vote  was  only  £300,000 ; 
but  if  an  expedition  for  the  relief  of 
General  GKnrdon,  was  undertaken  it  would 
cost  very  much  more  than  £300,000 — 
£300,000  was  a  mere  sop.  Parliament 
would  next  Session  be  asked  to  agree 
to  a  Yotn  of  £3,000,000,  and  would  be 
told  that  they  had  already  assented  to 
Buoh  expenditure  by  agreeing  to  the 
present  Vote.  The  Prime  Minister  him- 
self stated  that  it  was  a  Yot^  of  prin- 
ciple; and  it  was  precisely  because  it 
was  a  Vote  of  jpriuciple  that  he  objected 
to  it.  The  principle  was  whether  they 
ought,  or  ought  not,  to  do  their  best  to 
get  General  Gordon  back  ?  The  principle 
was  that  they,  and  not  the  bondholders, 
ought  to  pay  for  the  eipedition  which 
had  been  made  necessary  owing  to  the 
misdeeds  of  the  Egyptians  themselves 
in  the  Soudan.  General  Gordon  was 
sent  out  to  brin^  away  the  garrisons  by 
peaceful  means  if  he  possibly  could,  and 
he  had  had  ample  opportunities  of  doing 
80.  He  would  not  detain  the  Committee 
further;  but  he  should  certainly  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  upon  the 
Vote. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
fi^t  himself  to  be  in  a  very  great  di- 
lemma as  to  the  vote  which  he  ought  to 
give.  He  had  no  objection  to  a  definite 
sum  of  £800,000,  or  two  or  three  times 
£300,000,  in  order  to  enable  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  get  General  Gor- 
don out  of  Africa,  and  put  him  in  some 
safe  place  from  which  he  would  not 
be  likely  to  break  out  a^ain ;  but,  as 
the  Prime  Minister  had  just  said,  this 
was  not  a  Vote  of  £300,000,  but  a  Vote 
of  principle,  which  might  involve  the 
necessity  of  their  entering  into  a  cam- 
paign in  Central  Africa,  and  it  was  per- 
leouy  evident  that  if  they  were  to  enter 
into  a  campaign  in  Central  A&ioa, 
£800,000  would  be  a  mere  drop  in  the 
ocean.  The  Committee  might  find,  when 
they  came  back  in  October,  that  the^ 
had  committed  themselves  to  an  expedi- 
tion which  miffht  cost  £10,000,000  and 
many  thousanou  of  livea.  That  was  the 
question  upon  which  he  wished  to  have 
a  dear  answer,  and  he  was  afraid,  if 
he  were  to  be  ^ided  by  the  words  of 
the  I^me  Minister,  the  answer  would 

Mr.  Zabowhere 


be  that  they  would  be  oommitted.  At 
all  events,  he  wanted  to  know  whether, 
if  the  Committee  voted  this  sum  of 
£300,000,  Her  Majesty's  Govwomeot 
would  agree  not  to  inonr  any  mon 
expenditure  than  this  £300,000  would 
cover,  before  Parliament  re-assembled 
in  Octobw?  If  he  were  to  understand 
that  th^  were  only  voting  to  Her  Mi- 
jesty's  Government  a  definite  sum,  vA 
that  no  increased  expense  would  be  in- 
curred  until  Parliament  was  called  to- 
gether  again,  he  would  be  prepared  to 
assent  to  the  Vote ;  but  he  was  not  pn- 
pared  to  agree  to  a  Vote  which  would 
be  practically  in  the  nature  of  a  blank 
cheque,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Oo-  i 
vernment  to  be  used  without  restraint.  j 
He  trusted  to  the  good  sense  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  prevent  a 
great  campaign  ;  but  he  was  unwilling 
to  subject  them  to  the  pressure,  vhid 
he  knew  they  would  be  subjeeted  to, 
in  regard  to  undertaking  a  campaign. 
Altbo;^h  he  believed  that  General 
(Gordon  was  very  much  in  fault  himself 
in  regard  to  the  position  in  which  he 
was  now  placed,  still  he  admitted  that  I 
they  were  bound  to  relieve  him  if  it  I 
could  be  dime  on  reasonable  terms. 
With  him  (Sir  George  Campbell)  itvu 
very  much  a  matter  of  amount.  Look' 
ing  at  all  the  oironmstanoeB,  it  seemed 
to  aim  that  there  was  a  danger  of  eIlte^  | 
ing  into  an  enormoas  campaign  in  tite 
deserts  of  Africa  which  must  neoessarilj 
cost  them  thousands  of  lives,  and  in 
regard  to  which  Mr.  Stanley  told  them 
that  their  soldiers  would  die  like  fliei, 
while  the  cost  would  amount  to  manj 
millions  of  money.  He  oould  not  con- 
scientiously vote  for  a  war  of  that  land, 
and  certainly  not  at  the  present  moment, 
until  it  was  known  that  General  Gordon 
had  exhausted  every  other  means  d 
escaping  by  way  of  the  Nile,  or  by  &t 
means  which  Mr.  Stanley  pointed  oni 
The  great  difficulty  was  for  Genenl 
Gordon  to  take  away  with  him  the 
Egjrptians  who  had  trusted  him.  Aa  to 
the  number  of  Egyptians  who  were 
likely  to  follow  him,  there  might  he 
many  who  would  prefer  to  make  tli«r  i 
own  terms  with  the  rebels,  instead  of  { 
going  with  General  Gh>rdon^  The  e^ 
riencehad  hithertobeen  t^t  whenewsa 
attempt  was  made  by  a  garrison  to  conie 
to  terms  with  the  enemy,  no  massacre  had 
foUowed.  But  he  agreed  with  some  <rf 
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his  hoc.  Friends  below  him,  that  General 
Gordon  had  entered  upon  a  line  of  action 
in  which  he  could  not  reckon  on  the  mili- 
tary support  of  the  country  ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  (Sir  George  Campbell)  would  end 
as  he  had  begun,  by  saying  that,  in  any 
case,  he  was  ready  to  vote  £300,000  as  a 
definite  sum,  but  he  would  not  vote  for 
it  if  it  were  to  commit  the  country  to 
immeasurable  liabilities  before  Parlia- 
meat  reassembled  in  the  month  of 
October. 

Mb.  BOUSKE  :  I  need  not  say  that 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  oppose  this 
Vote.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  it 
will  receive  general  support  on  this  side 
of  the  Oommittee.  But  it  does  appear 
somewhat  hard  upon  me  and  my  Fnends, 
and  especially  upon  me,  to  have  to  sup- 
port a  proposition  of  this  kind.  It  is 
five  months  ago  since  I  ventured  to  say, 
in  this  House,  that  I  thought  the  send- 
ing out  of  General  Gordon  would  pro- 
bably result  in  the  Government  being 
compelled  to  send  a  Force  to  relieve  him. 
We  are  now  within  a  measurable  dis- 
tance of  that  step.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  folly  of  the  Government  in  sending 
him  upon  that  Mission,  it  is  our  duty,  I 
think,  to  do  our  best  to  relieve  General 
Gordon  and  those  who  have  stuck  to 
him.  The  strictures  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  lAbouchere)  on 
General  Gtordon  are  most  undeserved. 
Notwithstanding  the  folly  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  sending  outGeneral  Gk>rdon, 
when  they  were  certainly  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  know  exactly  what  he  would  do, 
no  Englishman  can  refuse  to  Gener^ 
Gordon  a  tribute  of  admiration  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  undertook  this  Mis- 
sion and  carried  it  out.  I  believe  now, 
as  I  did  at  first,  that  the  task  before  him 
was  an  impossible  one,  and  one  which  no 
man  could  reasonably  be  supposed  to' 
succeed  in  acoomplishing ;  but  General 
Gordon  has  certainly  not  only  performed 
the  duty  he  imdertook  to  perform  with 
great  gallantry  and  great  devotion,  but 
at  the  same  time  he  has,  I  think,  done 
many  things  which  may  be  of  use  to  this 
country  hereafter  with  respect  to  the 
Soudan.  He  has,  I  am  quite  sure,  im- 
pressed upon  the  natives  of  the  SondEm 
the  power  of  England  and  the  devotion 
of  an  Englishman  to  the  British  cause. 
I  am  certain,  no  matter  what  the  direct 
result  may  be  of  General  Gordon's 
Mission,  the  good  name  of  England  will 
have  been  exalted  by  the  manner  in 


which  he  has  performed  the  work  he 
undertook.  At  the  same  time,  I  cannot 
help  remembering  that  General  Gordon's 
own  opinion  is  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  inflicted  indelible  dis- 
grace on  England  by  the  way  they  have 
treated  him.  But  that,  as  I  said  before, 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  assist 
the  Government  in  relieving  General 
Gordon.  Those  measures  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  take  ought  to  have 
been  taken  many  months  ago  tor  his 
relief;  but  although  they  are  taken  at 
the  last  moment,  I  hope  they  may  not 
prove  to  be  too  late.  On  the  iSth  of 
May,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
mentioned  the  contingencies  that  must 
arise  before  the  Gx>vemment  could  take 
steps  for  his  relief.  The  Prime  Minister 
does  not  now  say  that  any  of  those  con- 
tingencies have  arisen.  On  the  con- 
trary,  ho  seems  to  indicate  that  they 
have  not  arrived.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  contingency  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment expected  to  arrive  ?  What 
contingency,  save  the  death  of  General 
Gordon,  could  the  Government  be  wait- 
ing for  ?  Every  other  contingency  arose 
long  ago.  But  it  is  clear  that  General 
Gordon  is  in  the  utmost  peril.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  any  Government  in 
Europe  which  would  have  treated  its 
Ambassador  or  Commissioner  in  tho 
way  that  Her  Mfyesty*s  Gtovemment 
have  treated  Ooneral  Gordon.  Nothing 
can  be  more  disgracefiil  thui  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  in  this  renteot. 
General  Gordon  wrote  to  the  Mudir  of 
Dongola,  because  he  felt  himself  deserted 
by  the  Government.  But,  although  the 
present  Tote  is  brought  forward  very 
tardily  and  at  the  last  moment,  I  can 
assure  the  Government  that  I  am  most 
happy  to  give  them  my  most  earnest 
support ;  and,  further  than  that,  I  may 
say  that  throughout  all  the  evils  which 
were  predicted  &om  this  Bench,  and 
which  are  now  likely  to  happen  in  re- 
spect of  General  Gordon,  I  am  quite 
sure  that  any  measures  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  may  propose  for  the 
safety  of  General  Qt)rdon  and  the  de- 
voted persons  with  him,  will  be  cheer- 
fully supported  by  hon.  Gentleman  on 
this  side  of  the  Oommittee. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON :  I  am  not 
at  all  in  the  dilemma  of  my  hon.  Friend 
on  my  right  (Sir  George  Campbell),  as 
to  how  I  shall  vote  in  this  matter.  I  am 
ver^  clear  in  my  opposition  to  this  Vote. 


Fint,  of  all,  I  feel  bound  to  oonsideT 
what  waa  the  object  with  which  General 
Oofdon  was  sent  oat.  There  is  no  doubt 
abont  that,  because  we  were  told  in 
Her  ICajea^'s  Speech  from  the  Throne 
that  General  Gordon  had  been  sent 
out — 

**  To  rnport  on  the  iMit  meana of  givingeffect 
to  the  reeolntion  of  tbe  Khedive  to  Tiwdtair 
from  the  interior  of  the  Soudan." 

He  went  out  on  this  Mission  entirely  at 
his  own  risk,  knowing  the  danger  and 
prepared  to  take  the  conBequencee. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  that,  oecauee 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  distinctly 
stated  that  in  this  House,  on  the  3rd  of 
April,  and  explained  that^ — 

"General  Qordon  left  this  country  iritii  a 
mort  distinct  and  clear  understanding,  repeated 
over  and  otat  again  by  himself,  that  the  MiBaion 
which  he  was  going  to  undertake  was  one  which 
he  waa  prepared  to  ondertakewith  saoh  resonroea 
as  he  might  find  on  the  spot ;  and  he  distinctly 
tindeintood  that  it  waa  not  a  part  of  the  policy 
tA  the  Govemment,  in  despatching  that  eipedi- 
tion,  to  risk  haring  to  send  a  frwh  expedition 
for  the  relief  of  Khartoum  or  any  similar 
gairiMOia."— (S  Haiuari,  [386J  Ul£.) 

It  is  quite  dear,  therefore,  that  Cteneral 
Gordon  went  out  knowing  that  he  was 
not  to  have  an  Army  sent  to  his  resone 
under  any  oiroumstaiioeB.  That  hein^ 
the  case,  and  that  being  the  clear  inti- 
mation given  by  the  Government  to  the 
House,  I  want  to  know  what  has  hap- 
pened to  induce  the  Government  to 
change  their  course  of  action?  What 
has  caused  them  to  come  down  to  the 
Committee  now  for  an  expedition,  when 
they  distinctly  told  the  House  that  no 
expedition  would  be  sent  out  for  his 
relief  ?  An  expedition  must  necessarily 
involve  a  fearful  slaughter  of  brave  men ; 
and  what,  therefore,  has  happened  to  put 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  a  different 
frame  of  mind  from  that  in  which  they 
were  when  General  Gordon  was  sent  out  ? 
Of  course,  many  things  have  happened. 
We  have  been  told  that  General  Gordon 
was  obliged  to  ask  for  the  Suakin  Expe- 
dition; and  although  the  Govemmfflit 
did  not  give  a  warm  approval  to  it,  they 
did  nothing  to  express  their  disapproval 
of  the  proposal,  and  sent  out  an  expedi- 
tion which  committed  a  fearful  amount 
of  slaughter.  Another  change  of  policy 
was  that  Gordon  had  sent  word  home  in 
one  of  his  despatches  that  he  oonsidered 
it  to  be  his  miseion  to  smash  the  Mahdi. 
Nothing  more  unjust  than  this  desire  on 
the  part  of  General  Gordon  to  smash  the 
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Mahdi  has  ever  been  heard  of  in  raodoa 
times.  What  did  General  Gordon  him- 
self and  Baker  Pasha  say  abodt  the 
Soudan?  Both  of  these  eminent  authori- 
ties have  admitted  that  it  was  the  horri- 
ble state  of  things  in  the  Soodan  which 
made  the  people  rebel.  And  both  hare 
contended  Uiat  liie  Soudanese  were  per- 
fectly justified  in  doing  what  they  wen 
doing.  For  that  I  have  even  a  higher 
authority  than  Gordon  or  Baker — ^namely, 
the  Prime  Minister  himself,  who  de- 
scribed these  people,  in  this  House,  as 
"  rightly  struggling  to  be  free."  I,  for 
one,  if  nobody  else  does,  will  certainly 
vote  against  this  money  bein^  spent  to 
carry  out  this  enterprize,  if  it  is  only  to 
prevent,  at  any  rate,  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Gordon  to  smash  the  Mahdi. 
Why  should  Gordon  smash  the  M&hdi  ? 
Why  should  we  go  about  the  world 
smashing  people  ?  I  thing  we  have  had 
enough  of  this  smashing  business.  We 
smacked  Cetewayo  ;  what  good  came  out 
of  it?  We  smashed  Shore  All  and 
Arab! ;  and  what  good  came  of  it  all  ? 
The  country  surely  must  have  found  by 
this  time  that  it  does  not  few  we 
suffer  most  by  it  ouTsdvee.  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  vote  £300,000  for  an  en- 
terprize which  was  commenced  and  will 
be  continued  to  smash  the  Mahdi.  Smash 
him  if  you  like,  but  that  will  not  get  rid  of 
the  difficulty.  O&er  Mahdts  will  spring 
up  like  mushrooms.  Mushrooms  and  re- 
formers and  rebels  spring  up  because  of 
the  sufferings  they  have  to  undergo  from 
bad  government.  Smash  the  Mahdi, 
and  smash  as  many  of  them  as  you  like, 
and  they  will  spring  up  again  if  the  bad 
government  be  not  improved;  and  all 
your  expenditure  will  have  been  in  vain. 
Now,  what  has  happened  in  this  country  ? 
Some  people  say  that  we  ought  to  rescue 
■Gordon  because  he  is  a  Christian  hero. 
|Mr.  B.  N.  Fowler  (Lord  Mayor): 
Hear,  hear  IJ  The  Lord  Mayor  weeis 
that.  I  do  not  dispute  that  Gordon  is  a 
Christian  hero.  I  dare  say  Gordon  ia 
doing  his  best,  according  to  his  lights, 
but  ne  has  a  curious  way  of  showing 
Christian  heroism.  The  L<ffd  Uayra 
admired  General  Gordon's  previous  ca- 
reer. For  myself,  I  do  not  see  very  much 
to  admire  in  it.  First  of  all,  he  spent  a 
long  time  in  putting  down  the  Taepings. 
What  right  had  he  to  put  them  down  ? 
They  were  just  as  good  as  the  Chinese 
Government,  as  far  as  I  know.  He  killed 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  these  people. 
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Then  he  went  to  the  Sondan,  and  his  ex- 
pedition there  was  all  a  sham,  for  Gordon 
himself  has  told  us  that  slavery  is  just  aa 
bad  now  as  ever  it  has  been.  I  do  not 
believe  in  Ohristian  heroes  going  about 
the  world  cutting  people's  heads  off,  and 

S noting  Scripture  as  they  do  it.  As  for 
to  Vote  of  £300,000  for  putting  down 
the  Mahdi,  I  would  rathervote  £300,000 
to  enaUe  tiie  Mahdi  to  put  down  General 
Gordon.  ["  Oh !  "1  Tob  ;  and  I  have 
the  Prime  Minister  to  support  me  there. 
The  Kahdi  and  his  followera  have  been 
described  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  "  people  rightly  struggliog  to  be  free." 
The  Mahdi  is  the  leader  of  these  people ; 
and  instead  of  voting  £300,000  to  put 
him  down,  I  say  that  it  is  a  shame  that 
the  Committee  should  be  called  upon  to 
vote  this  money.  If  Gordon  is  the 
Christian  hero  yon  talk  about>  the 
Government  insult  him  by  sending  out 

nle  to  be  slaughtered  for  his  sake, 
hristian  hero  would  rather  suffer 
himself  than  let  others  suffer.  [Laugh- 
ttr.']  Hon.  Members  laugh;  but  what 
do  you  do  when  you  send  out  an  Army 
for  his  relief  ?  Talk  about  massacres  I — 
wh^,  the  only  massacre,  which  was  tiiat 
which  occurred  at  Tokar,  took  place  en- 
tirely in  consequence  of  our  own  pro- 
ceedings. I  shall,  therefore,  vote  against 
the  Motion.  I  support  the  policy  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War— the  policy 
of  not  sendine  any  expedition — a  policy 
to  which  Gordon  himself  agreed,  which 
the  country  understood  at  the  time,  and 
from  which  a  new  and  mischievous  de- 
parture is  now  proposed  by  the  (Govern- 
ment. 

Mh.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETTsaid,he 
thought  that  ii  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  addressed 
the  Committee  were  to  be  taken  serioudy, 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  reply  to  them. 
But  he  mnst  protest  against  a  misrepre- 
sentation of  Gordon's  words,  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  made.  Gordon  did  not 
Bay  thiU  hia  mission  was  to  smash  up 
tiie  Mahdi."  The  phrase  "  smashing  up 
the  Hahdi "  hul  been  very  unfairly  used 
against  him,  and  in  no  instance  more 
unfairly  than  by  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
had  just  sat  down,  who  added  the  words 
which  implied  that  Gordon  had  said  that 
it  was  his  "  mission "  to  destroy  the 
False  Prophet.  General  Gordon,  after 
taking  a  full  survey  of  the  position 
of  a^ura  at  Khartoum,  and  seeing  the 
danger  that  soxrouiuled  him  and  those  he 


was  sent  out  to  save,  put  in  plain  and 
unmistakable  language  the  position  of 
things.  He  said  that  there  would  be  no 
peace  in  the  Soudan  and  no  peace  for 
Egypt  till  the  Mahdi  was  smauied  np. 
That  was  a  statement  in  which  every 
soldier  and  statesman  in  Europe  would 
agree  —  a  statement  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GJovemment,  in  sending  out  an 
expedition  to  Suakin,  had  confirmed, 
and  a  statement  which  the  Vote  pro- 
posed that  night  completely  indorsed. 
What  satisfaction  he  had  derived  from 
the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  con- 
sisted very  much  in  the  fact  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  abstained 
from  repeating  that  most  unfair  and 
unjust  charge  which,  without  the 
slightest  evidence,  had  come  from  the 
Benches  opposite,  that  General  Gordon 
had  changed  his  policy,  and  had  evinoed 
a  desire  and  an  intention  of  smashing 
up  the  Mahdi.  General  Gordon  went 
out  to  endeavour  to  carry  out  a  pad&} 
mission.  As  the  Government  knew  per- 
fectly well,  he  had  exhausted  all  the 
pacific  means  in  his  power.  He  had 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  endorse  the  ex- 
istence of  davOTT,  and  had  endeavoured 
to  negotiate  with  the  Mahdi.  Indeed, 
it  was  not  until  he  found  that  all  his 
overtures  had  been  rejected,  and  rejected 
with  scorn — ^untll  he  received  an  insult- 
ing message  from  the  Mahdi,  and  found 
himself  attacked,  beleaguered,  and  in 
great  peril  at  Khartoum,  that  he  said  it 
was  a  necessity  to  resort  to  nailitary  ope- 
rations. What  would  the  hon.  Baronet 
and  other  Members  who  had  used  the 
expression  about  smashing  the  Mahdi, 
and  turned  it  so  unfairly  against  General 
Gordon,  have  had  General  Gordon  do 
in  the  position  in  which  he  was  placed  ? 
Would  they  have  had  him  lie  down  in 
the  face  of  the  Mahdi's  fanatics,  and  be 
spesred  ?  It  might,  under  some  condi- 
tions, be  chivalrous  to  submit  to  certain 
death,  and  General  Gordon  would  pro- 
bably have  been  prepared  to  do  so,  if  his 
own  fate  only  was  concerned.  But  Gordon 
went  out  to  save  20,000  soldiers  and 
civilians,  and  he  felt  bound  to  leave 
no  stone  unturned  in  order  to  accomplish 
his  mission.  General  Gordon  had,  no 
doubt,  stated  that  in  order  to  secure 
peace  in  Egypt  it  might  be  neoessaiy  to 
smash  up  the  power  of  the  Mahdi.  Was 
there  any  honest  man  in  the  Committee 
who  would  get  up  and  say  that  General 
Gordon  had  changed  his  policy,  or  was 
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not  jnstified  in  eveiTthing  he  had  done? 
In  the  month  of  the  Goronunent  there 
might  beaffreatintMninatenoyintheseex- 
presuons ;  hnt  the  hon.  Banmet,  hovever 
extraordinary,  inconceivable,  and  almost 
uoimaginable  his  views  on  these  subjects 
vere,  at  the  same  time  was,  to  some  ex> 
tent,  oonsistent  in  the  matter.  But  for 
Ministers  to  cavil  at  smashiDg  up  the 
Mahdt,  and  to  use  it  as  a  charge  against 
General  Qordon  after  they  had  sent  oat 
the  fruitless  expedition  of  General  Gra- 
ham to  Suakin,  which  smashed  up  6,000 
Arabs  without  any  result  whatever — 
for  them  to  reproach  General  Gordon 
with  this  phrase  of  "  smashing  up  the 
Mahdi,"  was  not  only  unjust,  but  in  the 
last  degree  inconsistent.  He  would  take 
np  the  words  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  and 
ask  why  the  Arabs  at  Bongola  and  As- 
souan had  not  just  as  much  right  to 
struggle  for  freedom  as  the  Arabs  about 
Khwtonm?  It  was  ridicolons  to  de- 
scribe these  savage  fanatics  as  mar^r^s — 
'peoples  rightly  struggling  to  be  nee." 
These  wild  Arabs  had  no  appreciation 
whatever  of  liberty ;  their  sole  idea  of 
freedom  was  massacre,  outrage,  and  ra- 
pine, and  they  destroyed  everything  they 
came  across.  Hitherto,  that  had  been 
the  inevitable  result  of  their  struggle  to 
be  free.  The  Committee  had  had  that 
night  two  most  extraordinary  attempts 
to  hold  back  information — two  most  ex- 
traordinary attempts  at  delay.  They 
had  been  told,  on  the  one  hand,  that  a 
Oabinet  Minister  was  going  out  as  High 
Commissioner  to  deal  with  the  difficulties 
in  regard  to  Egntt.  But  Her  Majesty's 
GoTomment  had  known  the  difficulties 
in  regard  to  Egypt  for  months  and 
years ;  but  they  had  actually  been  pro* 
]^odng  to  Europe  a  plan  to  deal  with 
some  of  these  difficulties,  without  having 
any  alternative  policy  whatever,  Now, 
face  to  face  with  the  failure  of  all 
their  projects,  they  found  themselves 
obliged  to  send  out  a  Cabinet  HinistOT 
to  Egypt,  in  order  to  get  a  little  more 
time.   The  same  course  was  now  being 

Sursued  in  regard  to  this  Gordon  Ezpe- 
ition.  The  Prime  Minister,  it  was 
true,  had  asked  for  a  certain  Vote  of 
money ;  but  he  bad  taken  away  much  of 
the  effect  and  all  the  benefit  of  .that  re- 
quest and  of  that  Vote,  by  making  it 
seem  to  the  Committee  and  the  country 
that  the  old  vice  of  indecision  and  vacil- 
lation still  prevailed  in  the  Councils  of 
the  Ctovemment.   The  Fnmier  said — 

Mr,  A§hm00d-Bariktt 


"  If  the  necessity  arises."  'When,  in  a« 
name  of  Heaven,  would  the  neeeuitj 
arise  if  it  had  not  arisen  now  P  What 
farther  danger  or  peril  oonld  Genefal 
Gordon  be  in,  except  that  which  had  led 
to  the  destmotion  of  the  other  ganuou 
of  Slnkat  and  Berber,  and  the  destme- 
tion  of  General  Hicks's  army  ?  Of  eonrse, 
General  Gordon  oould  be  in  no  peril  be- 
yond the  same  kind  of  peril  that  bad 
led  to  the  destruction  of  the  other  gar- 
risons. If  they  were  to  wait  until  he 
was  in  extrsmia,  of  what  advantage 
would  this  Vote  of  Credit  be  ?  They 
were  too  late  to  relieve  Sinkat,  Tokar, 
or  Berber ;  they  brought  back  General 
Graham's  Force  when  it  might  have 
saved  Berber ;  and  now,  as  &r  as  he 
understood  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  it  was  announced  that,  as  &r 
as  they  oould  achieve  it,  the  Ministiy 
were  going  to  be  too  late  in  trying  to 
relieve  Khartoum.  How  long  were 
British  troops  to  be  kept  dangling 
about  &e-Nil6,  in  nnhealthy  poaiti«HU 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Assouan  and 
Dongola?  It  was  known  that  the  Nile 
would  soon  b^^  to  fall;  that  the 
climate  would  then  become  unhealthy, 
and  that  British  troops,  if  retained 
there,  would  suffer  considerable  loss. 
Under  such  circumstances,  would  it  not 
be  wiser  to  undertake  adequate  and 
sufficient  operations  at  once  for  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly expecting  assistance  from 
them?   The  Prime  Minister  had  ex- 

greased  surprise  that  Gimeral  OordMi 
ad  addressed  himself  to  the  Mudir  of 
Dongola,  and  not  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment ;  but  he  foKot  that  Gwieral 
Gordon  had  told  the  Government  that, 
as  they  had  abandoned  him,  he  wovld 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  tlum, 
but  that  he  would  go  to  work  on  his  own 
plan,  and  aet  upon  his  own  jodgmoit, 
for  that  reason,  Gordon  had  sent  the 
message  to  the  Mudir  of  Dongola,  the 
only  person  in  the  neighbourhood  who 
had  proved  himself  to  be  a  man  with 
resolution  and  courage.  General  Gordon 
had  declined  to  have  further  interoonrse 
with  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
nobody  could  blame  him  for  it.  Before 
he  sat  down,  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  fall  of  Berber 
and  the  massacre  of  its  garrison.  It  was 
a  matter  which  had  several  times  been 
brought  before  the  House.  The  Go- 
vemmrat  were  altogether  responaiUe 
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for  the  maBsaore,  acorading  to  the  best 
information  in  the  posseBsion  of  the 
Honse.  It  vas  a  massacre  of  3,500 
human  beings,  and  their  responsibility 
was  BO  direct  that  it  cooTd  not  be 
evaded.  The  Committee  would  remem- 
ber that  early  in  April,  and  throughout 
the  month  of  April,  very  serious  and 
reliable  information  reached  this  country 
from  the  Governor  of  Berber,  who  sent 
telegram  after  telegram  pressing  for 
aid,  begging  for  reinforcements,  and 
stating  that  bis  position  was  one  of  the 
direst  peril.  Those  telegrams  were  made 
known  to  the  country  through  the  public 
Press,  and  they  were  also  made  the  sub- 
ject of  Questions  in  that  House.  On  the 
21th  of  April,  the  Prime  Minister  made 
a  deliberate  statement  to  the  House. 
He  thought  it  was  worth  the  while 
of  the  I^ime  Mintster  for  a  moment 
to  notioe  what  he  was  saying  on  this 
subject,  because  it  very  doaely  oon- 
oemed  the  reputation  and  htnumr  of  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman.  The  Prime  Mi- 
nister was  ashed  in  that  House  whether 
there  was  any  danger  of  Berber  sharing 
the  fate  of  Sinkat,  and  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  stated  that  as  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment knew  there  was  no  such  risk. 
That  was  on  the  24th  of  April,  and  yet 
on  that  day,  and  for  a  fortoight  pre- 
viously, the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  in  possession  of 
these  telegrams  from  the  Governor  of 
Berber,  stettng  that  he  was  in  the  most 
dire  and  imminent  peril.  The  Commit- 
tee was  now  in  possessiou  of  those  tele- 
grams, which  came  from  the  highest  an- 
thority — from  an  ofiioiaL  on  the  spot—on 
the  7th,  16th,  20th,  2Ut,  andSSrd  of  April, 
gradually  increasing  in  urgency,  and 
every  one  pointing  out  that  the  danger  of 
destruction  and  maasacre  waa  aa  immi- 
nent as  it  possibly  could  be.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  he  was  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  the  Government  had 
ample  warning  of  what  was  coming  both 
from  the  Egyptian  Government,  Nubar 
Pasha,  and  Sir  Evelyn  Baring.  Nubar 
Pasha  absolutely  advised  that  reinforce- 
ments should  be  sent,  and  yet  the  Prime 
Minister  kept  that  information  from  the 
Hoase,  and  took  on  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  stating  that  there  was 
no  risk  of  Berber  sharing  the  fate  of 
Sinkat.  That  was  a  very  great  respon- 
BibiUty  indeed;  and  when  the  Prime 
Minister  waa  asked  if  it  was  the  fact 
tiiat  orders  had  been  given  by  the  Bri- 


tish OoTommmt  to  prerent  the  iE^yp- 
tian  Ooremment  from  Bending  the  re- 
inforcements they  wished  to  send*  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said — "Ko,  Sir; 
I  nave  no  information  to  that  efFeot." 
Nevertheless,  from  the  British  Foreign 
Office  the  day  before  had  gone  out  dis- 
tinct instructions  that  no  reinforcements 
or  help  should  be  sent  to  the  Governor 
of  Berber.  He  did  not  believe  the  Prime 
Minister  could  have  made  that  state- 
ment if  he  could  have  had  it  in  his  own 
memory  at  the  time  that  Buoh  a  despatch 
had  been  sent  out.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  seated  by  him  at  the  time 
the  noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  rest 
of  his  Colleagues,  and  it  waa  impos- 
sible that  some  of  them  should  not  have 
known  that  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister  was  as  inaccurate  as  any  state- 
ment could  pOBSslbly  be,  and  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  corrected  him.  [Mr.  Glad- 
stone dusented.]  The  Prime  Miniater 
shook  his  head.  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  kindly  state  which  of  his  (Mr. 
Ashmead-Bartlett's)  statements  he  dis- 
puted, and  give  him  chapter  and  verse  for 
it?  [6'rw«o/"Oh!"]  He  had  no  wish  to 
weary  the  Committee ;  but  the  sentence  to 
which  he  had  referred  was  an  extremely 
short  one,  and  he  did  not  think  his  read- 
ing it  would  be  seriously  objected  to. 
On  the  2oth  of  April,  the  day  after  the 
Prime  Minister  had  stated  that  he  had 
no  reason  to  believe  there  was  any  risk  of 
the  garrison  of  Berber  sharing  the  fate 
of  that  of  Sinkat,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  asked  whether  it  was  the 
fact  that  the  Egyptian  Government  had 
abandoned  the  expedition  on  which  they 
had  decided  for  the  rdief  of  Berber,  and 
that  they  had  abandoned  itbytiiff  direo- 
tion  of  the  British  Cabinet  ?  In  remly  to 
that  Question,  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
stated — "No,  Sir;  I  have  no  informa- 
tion to  that  effect."  Yet,  on  the  23rd, 
this  despatch  went  out  from  the  Foreign 
Office  to  Mr.  Egerton— 

"We  cannot  Banction  an  attempt  to  send 
troops  to  Hassan  Faaha:  no  immediate  awiat- 
anoe  can  be  given." 

Under  those  circumstances,  he  main- 
tained that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  responsible  for  the  massacre  of  the 
garrison  of  Berber.  Two  Egyptoin  bat- 
talions might  have  been  sent  to  save  the 
garrisons  and  the  brave  Egyptian  Go- 
vernor, who  had  so  nobly  done  hia  duty. 
He  had  read  a  report  from  two  Britiui 

Digilized  by  Google 


1779       8t^l^S4irf  cf  (OOUHONS 


Otiunl  Chrim. 


1780 


officers,  vho  hod  noeiTed  Moonnts  from 
reliable  merohanto  that  entered  Berber 
shortly  after  the  c^ttnre,  and  saw 
the  streets  piled  up  with  dead  bodies. 
Major  Eitchenffl  had  stated  that  he 
had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  Ber- 
her  was  taken  by  a  covp  d»  main  early 
in.  June,  and  that  all  the  male  inha- 
bitants were  slaughtered.  What  steps 
had  Her  Majesty's  Gh>Temment  taken  in 
regard  to  the  women  and  children  ? 
None  whatever.  No  efforts  had  been 
made  to  rescue  them  from  slavery  and 
a  life  of  misery  and  degradation.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  British  Ministry 
did  nothing  to  rescue  or  ransom  the 
women  taken  at  Sinkat,  and  subjected  to 
outrage  and  slavery  by  Osuan  Digna's 
fanatic  soldiers.  He  had  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  same  fate  would  befal 
those  who  had  been  captured  at  Berber, 
although  there  were  among  tbem  the 
wives  and  families  of  Egyptian  and 
even  of  Europeans  merchants.  ALL  of 
them  would  be  subjected  to  horrible 
treatment,  and,  as  far  as  he  knew,  Hn 
Hajesty's  Qorenunent  had  made  no  at- 
tempt whatever  to  rescue  them,  or  pur- 
chase their  safe^.  Yet,  while  this  was 
going  on,  and  while  thousands  of  un- 
offending people  were  being  massacred 
in  the  Soudan  owing  to  the  shirking  of 
responsibili^  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, they  had  two  Oabinet  Ministers 
going  down  to  the  Guildhall,  and  using 
very  grandiose  language  aL>out  anti- 
slavery,  and  professing  great  abhorrence 
of  the  Slave  Trade.  He  would  not  re- 
peat what  was  said  last  night — the  word 
of  opprobrium  which  could  alone  de- 
scribe such  conduct ;  but  he  would  leave 
hon.  Members  to  imM^ne  it.  He  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  '^te ;  but  he  thought 
the  Goverament  were  pursuing  a  course 
which  was  most  unsatisfactory  with  re- 
gard to  Egypt.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  made  use  of  uncertain  and  ambi- 
guoos  phrases  —  extraordinary  phrases 
about  votes  of  principle.  He  should 
like  to  know  whythe  Vote  of  £300,000 
was  described  as  "  a  Tote  of  principle?  " 
And  he  ^ould  further  like  to  know  what 
was  the  difference  meant  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  between  "  prepara- 
tions" and  operations?"  [Criet  of 
"  Oh  !  "  and  "Divide  !  "]  He  did  not 
intend  to  be  intimidated  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.  He  admitted  that  their 
interruptions  were  disagreeable ;  but  he 
was  very  far  from  being  intimidated  by 

Mr.  MhmMd  SartUtt 


them.  If  hon.  Members  wished  him  to 
finish  quickly,  they  had  better  hear  Mm. 
He  supposed  that  the  difference  between 
the  "preparations"  and  "opnations" 
of  the  Pnme  Minister  was  very  vauAi 
like  that  befewem  "  war  "  and  "  militaiy 
operations."  He  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  from  the  &>vemment  thai 
they  should  admit  the  neeesnty  had 
arisen  not  only  for  preparatiotts,  out  for 
efficient  operations  to  be  undeztaken  at 
once  for  uie  relief  of  General  Gordon. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  under- 
taking the  work  in  the  slowest  and 
most  costly  way  possible.  They  were 
sending  out  small  detachments  of  troops, 
and  mt^ing  little  snatches  at  prepara- 
tion, and  were  yet  doing  nothmg  that 
would  bear  actual  fruit.  The  cost,  in 
the  long  run,  would  be  three-fold  to  the 
country  if  they  continued  to  pursue  this 
kiod  of  half  operation,  and  there  would 
either  be  no  result,  or,  at  any  rate,  a 
less  satisfactory  residt  than  there  would 
be  if  the  Gov^mmt  would  undertake 
at  once  an  adequate  expedition.  He 
uived  on  the  Goremmen^  before  Uie 
debate  closed,  to  make  some  more  re- 
assuring statement  than  that  of  the 
Prime  Minister's,  and  to  admit  that  a 
necessity  for  immediate  action  undoubt- 
edly existed. 

Ma.  W.  E.  FOESTEE:  The  proposed 
Vote  will  not  require  much  discussion 
on  the  part  of  the  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment, or  the  majority  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House ;  but  one  or  two  re- 
marks have  been  made  by  my  hon. 
Friend  on  my  right  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson) 
to  which  I  desire  to  make  some  alloaion. 
As  regards  those  that  are  to  the  dis- 
paragement of  the  character  of  General 
Gordon,  I  think  General  Gordon's  cha- 
racter will  take  care  of  itself.  I  have 
very  little  doubt  as  to  what  will  be  the 
opinion  of  my  f ^ow  •  oonntEymMk  in 

feneral,  and  probably  of  ev^  the  hon. 
'aronet,  when  the  veu  is  raised,  and  the 
action  of  (General  Gordon  during  the 
last  few  months  turns  out  to  have  been 
a  series  of  acts  of  heroism.  Let  me 
turn  now  to  one  or  two  facts.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Ijabou- 
chere)  seems  to  think  that  General  Gor- 
don was  not  appointed  (Governor  Gene- 
ral of  the  Soudan  with  the  concurrence 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  [Mr. 
Labottoherb  :  Hear,  hear !]  Nothing 
can  be  further  horn  the  truth.  G^enow 
Gordon  was  requested  to  accept  from 
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the  Khedive  the  position  wfaieh  iras 
offered  to  him — Hie  position  of  Qovemot 
General — and  to  obey  any  Firman  of 
the  Khedive,  and  he  was  as  mnoh  ap- 
pointed by  her  Majesty's  Government 
Governor  General  of  the  Soudan  as  it 
was  possible  to  be.  He  was  not  merely 
an  Envoy  ;  he  was  sent  with  responsible 
duties  to  perform,  and  the  Government 
have  never,  in  the  slightest  degree,  dis- 
owned him.  It  was  as  the  servant  of 
the  Government  that  he  undertook 
these  responsibilities.  I  am  very  glad 
indeed  that  this  Yote  ia  proposed.  I  do 
not  think  it  was  possible  for  the  House 
to  separate  without  it ;  and  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  hear  the  strongest 
parts  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on 
Thursday  last  repeated  by  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister. If,  however,  the  Tote  had  been 
proposed  some  weeks  or  months  ago,  I 
think  it  probable  that  the  ve^  fact  of 
its  proposal  might  have  obviated  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  TOTOceedinga  which  are  now 
to  be  taken,  xhe  only  farther  remark  I 
will  make  is  that  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  the  Government  are  now  sensible 
of  their  responsibilities,  and  of  the  fact 
that,  without  relief,  the  position  of  General 
Gordon  might  become  a  great  calamity 
and  a  great  disgrace  to  this  country.  Let 
us  consider  the  position  General  Gordon 
is  in.  We  have  no  positive  knowledge  as 
to  what  despatches  have  been  received 
by  General  Gordon  from  Her  Majesty's 
Ghsvemment.  The  last  information  which 
has  been  given  is  the  telegram  of  the 
10th  of  April,  in  which  he  states  that  he 
had  not  received  an  important  telegram 
of  the  I7th  of  March.  From  the  latest 
intelligence  received  by  General  Gordon, 
we  do  not  know  that  he  has  received 
the  telegram  containing.  Earl  Granville's 
instructions  of  the  llih.  of  March,  or 
the  telegrams,  showing  a  change  of 
policy,  of  the  13th  and  the  17th.  The 
t^egram  of  the  1 1th  of  March  told  him 
to  hold  on  to  Khartoum,  and  not  to  go  in 
the  direction  of  the  Equator,  and  that 
telegram  hemay  havereceived.  In  that 
case,  his  last  instructions  were  that  he 
was  to  hold  on  to  Khartoum,  and  not  to 
think  of  going  to  the  South.  There 
was  another  tebgram,  sent  a  day  or  two 
aftOTwards,  telling  General  Gordon  that 
he  was  at  liberty  to  remain  at  Khar- 
toum, if  he  saw  any  prospect  of  estab- 
lidiing  a  aetUed  Government  there.  We 
have,  therefore,  reason  to  brieve  that  if 


General  Gordon  has  received  any  com- 
mnnioationB  tarn  Ihe  Government,  those 
communications  are  telegrams  telling 
him  to  remain  at  Khartoum,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, to  establish  a  settled  Government 
in  that  place. 

Me.  LABOUOHERE:  By  peaceable 
means. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTERi  Surely,  every 
Member  of  theOommitteemust  have  read 
the  BluQ  Books  sufficiently  to  know  that, 
having  made  the  greatest  efforts  to  bring 
about  a  settled  state  of  things  by  peace- 
able means,  he  could  not  do  it.  When 
be  telegraphed  to  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
that,  having  found  peaceable  means  un- 
availing, he  must  now  show  that  he  was 
going  to  use  force,  he  was  not  dis- 
couraged by  the  Government.  The  Go- 
vernment must,  therefore,  be  held  to 
support  the  line  of  action  adopted  by 
Goneral  Gordon,  dan  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Oarlisle  (Sir  Wilftid 
Lawson)  imagine  that  a  man  sent  out  aa 
General  Gordon  was  could  do  absolutely 
nothing — that  being  instructed  to  secure 
the  free  departure  of  the  garrisons  and 
surrounded  by  enemies  who  would  use 
every  effort  to  destroy  him,  he,  under 
the  circumstances,  could  do  nothing,  and 
would  feel  himself  justified  in  abandon- 
ing them  ?  That  is  the  simple  position. 
General  Gordon  is  at  Khartoum,  as  far 
as  we  know,  ordered  to  hold  on  to  that 
place.  At  any  rate,  he  was  not  informed 
that  his  Mission  is  at  an  end.  He  was 
then  attacked  by  the  Mahdi  and  hy  the 
forces  of  the  Mahdi,  and  he  has,  I  ima- 
gine, been  holding  his  own  with  very 
great  courage  and  vigour.  One  diffi- 
culty which  appears  to  attach  to  Gene- 
ral Gordon's  position  is  this — ^there  is 
nothing  more  likely  than  that  we  shall 
find  out  that,  though  feeing  himself— I 
do  not  want  to  make  a  complaint  against 
the  Government  by  using tbeword  "neg- 
lected " —  but  almost  unaided,  having 
only  two  English  officers  with  him,  he 
has  been  rallying  the  people  around 
him,  getting  them  to  fight  with  him, 
and  thereby  incurring  obbgations,  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  acknowledged, 
to  those  who  have  fought  for  him. 
General  Gordon,  no  doubt,  may  hold  his 
own  for  some  time  jet ;  but  the  time 
will  come  when  the  river  will  fall,  when 
he  will  be  unable  to  make  use  of  hia 
steamers,  when  his  ammunition  will  be 
altogether  inadequate;  and  unless  he 
has  relief,  and  is  able  to  get  the  better 
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of  his  enemies  daring  the  summer,  there 
ia  almost  a  certainty  that  he  will  be 
in  a  position  of  the  greatest  possible 
danger,  and  a  fearfid  calami^  might 
happen  if  the  Qoremment  did  not  send 
raUeir. 

Sib  JOHN  HAT  remarked,  that  a 
rumour  had  gone  abroad  that  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  Vote  was  to  be 
spent  in  subsidizing  Abyssinian  forces. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  Aby^sinians 
were  not  going  to  be  engaged  in  any 
expedition  at  the  cost  of  Her  Majesty's 
Qoremment ;  and  he  therefore  trusted 
that  there  was  no  truth  in  the  rumour. 
He  would  be  glad,  however,  to  hear 
from  the  Qovernment  what  the  facts  of 
the  matter  were.  Ho  c[uite  admitted 
that  the  Ooremment  were  entitled  to  be 
reticent  as  to  the  forces  they  were  about 
to  employ,  and  the  nature  of  the  opera- 
tions they  proposed  to  undertake — whe- 
ther by  river,  by  way  of  Suakin,  or  by 
a  Soathern  approaoh  to  Khartoum.  He 
fully  recognized  all  that,  and  he  did  not 
ask  for  any  information  upon  any  such 
point.  He  thought  the  Government  were 
right,  in  a  matter  concerning  warlike 
operations,  to  be  reticent,  and  not  to 
afford  to  other  persons  the  information 
which  wotild  be  supplied  if  they  were  to 
answer  such  questions.  But  he  hoped 
the  Government  did  not  intend  to  give 
money  to  the  Abyssinians,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  that  savage  race  to  per- 
form duties  which  they  ought  to  perform 
themselves.  He  did  not  propose  to  go 
over  the  ground  which  had  been  so  well 
occupied  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  in  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  and  character  of 
General  Gordon ;  but  there  was  one 
point  on  which  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  would,  pro- 
bably, give  him  somo  information.  It 
bad  reference  to  the  services  of  General 
(Gordon  against  the  Taepings  in  China. 
Either  the  noble  Marquess  or  Sir  George 
Iiewis  was  Secretaiy  of  State  for  War 
at  the  time,  and  Colonel  Gordon  was  at 
Shoeburyness  at  the  time  he  received 
his  appointment.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood that  it  was  by  the  wish  of  the 
Government,  at  the  distinct  desire  of 
Viscount  Falmerston,  who  communicated 
direct  with  Colonel  Gordon,  that  he 
consented  to  proceed  to  China  in  order 
to  put  down  the  Taeping  Eebellion. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Car- 
lisle (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  was  alto- 

Mr.  W.  E.  Fanttr 


gether  mistaken  in  suggesting  that 
General  Gordon  went  ont  on  his  own 
accord.  He  went  out  in  obedience  to 
the  wishes  and  commands  of  Her  Ma> 
jesty's  Government.  He  had  considered 
it  necessaiy  to  say  this,  because  the  hon. 
Baronet  seemed  to  imply  that  General 
Ch)i<don  had  been  seeking  for  distinction 
in  foreign  employment,  and  was  not 
acting  by  the  command  of  his  own  Sove- 
reign. That  was  an  entire  mistake,  and 
he  (Sir  John  Hay)  was  able  to  correct  it, 
because  he  had  full  cognizance  of  the 
real  facts  of  the  case.  He  hoped  to  re- 
ceive an  answer  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government  as  to  the  empl(^ment  of 
Abyssinian  troops. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  AENOLD  said,  he 
hardly  thought  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  was  serious  when  he  asserted  thai 
the  Vote  was  asked  for  in  order  to 
smash  the  Mahdi.  Anyone  who  bad 
followed  the  career  of  Genraal  Gordon 
must  admit  that  there  was  no  officer  in 
the  service  and  pay  of  the  C^wn  wlio 
more  fully  and  completely  acknowledged 
his  responsibilities ;  and  he  thought  the 
hon.  Baronet  could  have  been  hardly 
serious  in  suggesting  that  General  Gor- 
don went  out  of  his  own  will  to  China. 
Nor  could  he  (Mr.  Arnold)  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir 
George  Campbell)  in  desiring  to  make 
the  Vote  a  definite  one.  It  was,  as  it 
had  been  described  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, a  Tote  of  principle  ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  establish  a  very  bad  pre- 
cedent if  they  were  to  consent  to  tie  up 
the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  allow  them  to  expend  the  exact 
amount  of  this  Vote,  but  nothing  more. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett)  said  that,  as  this  was  to  be  a 
Yote  of  principle,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment no  longer  asserted  tihat  Gene- 
ral Gordon  had  departs  from  the  objects 
of  his  Mission.  No  expression  of  that 
sort  had  fallen  from  the  Prime  Minister, 
nor  could  there  have  been,  because  the 
facts  were  plain  and  palpable  to  all  the 
world.  His  right  hon.  IMend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster) 
did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  last  telegram  sent  to  General  Gordon 
by  the  Government  enjoined  him  to  con- 
sider measures  for  his  own  removal,  and 
the  removal  of  others  who  had  suffered 
with  him,  by  whatever  route  he  mi^t 
think  best. 
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Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTER  said,  there  was 
no  evidence  that  General  Gordon  had 
ever  received  that  telegram. 

Mb.  AETHTTB  ARNOLD  said,  he 
thought  there  was  good  reason  to  believe 
that  the  telegram  had  reached  General 
Gordon.  It  was  dated  March  17,  and  it 
stated  that  as  the  original  plan  for 
the  evacuation  of  Khartoum  had  been 
droimed,  and  as  a^^ssive  operations 
could  not  be  undertaken  with  ud  oonn- 
tenanoe  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
General  Gordon  was  to  consider,  and 
either  to'  report  upon,  or,  if  feasible,  to 
adopt,  at  the  first  proper  moment,  mea- 
sures for  his  own  removal,  and  for  the 
removal  of  those  Egyptians  who  had 
been  suffering  with  him  in  Khartoum. 
That  showed  that  General  Gordon  had 
received  distinct  orders  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  leave  Khartoum 
as  soon  as  he  could.  ["No,  no!"]  There 
was  nothing  to  show  that  any  distinct 
route  had  been  given  to  him ;  but  the 
'  despatch  showed  thai  the  instructions 
given  to  General  Gordon  were  to  leave 
Khartoum  as  soon  as  he  coidd.  He 
wished  to  congratulate  the  Government 
on  the  tone  of  the  only  speech  which,  as 
yet,  had  fallen  from  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Bench — ^the  speech  delivered  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  King's  I^n 
(Mr.  Bourke).  When  he  remembered 
what  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
on  the  subject  a  few  months  ago,  and 
compared  it  with  the  speech  which  had 
just  fallen  from  him,  he  thought  Her 
Majesty's  Government  could  desire  no 
stronger  testimony  as  to  the  judicious 
policy  they  had  adopted.  ["Oh!"] 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  certainly 
uttered  no  word  of  complaint,  either  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  Vote  or  to  the  steps 
the  Government  proposed  to  take  in  the 
matter.  Believing  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  acted  with  wise  and 
prudent  foresight  in  the  matter,  he 
Bhoold  oertamly  support  the  Vote. 

VisootjwtGALWAY  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  had 
stated  that  this  expedition  was  necessary 
in  consequence  of  the  original  policy  of 
sending  General  Gordon  out  to  Khar- 
toum.   There  was,  however,  another 

Sirt  of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
entleman  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
attention  —  namely  that  the  Vote  was 
necessary  for  "  preparations."  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  then  went  on  to 
say  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine. 


at  present,  what  the  nature  of  the  pre- 
parations would  be.  He  wanted  to  know 
how  could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
that  he  was  going  to  make  preparations 
if  he  did  not  know  what  preparations, 
were  to  be  made  ?  What  had  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Colleagues  been 
thinkinp^  oi  for  the  last  six  months  ?  It 
was  evident  that  this  proposition  was 
not  meant  to  be  seriously  acted  upon, 
but  was  to  be  used  as  an  electioneering 
cry  during  the  Becess.  It  was  simply 
intended  that  the  Qovemment  and  their 
supporters  should  be  able  to  go  to  the 
country  at  the  end  of  the  Session  and  be 
able  to  say,  in  the  event  of  any  disaster, 
after  putting  the  question  off  so  long, 
that  they  had  asked  Parliament  to  grant 
them  further  powers.  At  the  same  time, 
he  did  not  believe  they  intended  to  use 
them  if  they  could  help  themselves, 
especially  after  the  apathetic  policy  they 
had  employed  so  long.  They  had  sent 
out  General  Gordon  alone  ;  they  had 
neglected  him  ever  since ;  they  had 
allowed  garrison  after  garrison  to  be 
massacred;  and  now,  for  electioneering 
purposes,  they  proposed  to  render  aid  to 
him.  In  his  humble  opinion,  it  would 
be  proved  in  October,  when  tiie  House 
reassembled,  either  that  General  Gordon 
had  been  massacred,  or,  if  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  leaving  Khartoum,  that  he 
had  done  so  unaided. 

Thb  Mabquess  of  HABTINGTON  : 
It  would  hardly  have  been  necessary  for 
me  to  trouble  the  Committee  at  all  with 
any  observations  but  for  the  question 
put  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Wigtown 
Burghs  (Sir  John  Hay),  who  said  he 
entirely  approves  of  the  Vote,  which  he 
expects  to  be  expended  in  warlike  ope- 
rations, but,  at  the  same  time,  he  has 
heard  a  rumour  that  a  portion  of  this 
money  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Abyssinians 
for  the  purpose  of  subsidizing  them 
in  relieving  General  Gordon.  I  may 
say,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  this  is  the  first  time  they  have 
heard  that  rumour.  Although  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  na  to  enter  into  de- 
tails as  to  the  mode  in  which  we  propose 
to  spend  the  money,  I  have  no  difficulty 
in  saying  that  such  an  employment  of 
the  money  would  not  be  within  the  pur- 
pose  of  the  Vote.  The  noble  Viscount 
who  has  just  sat  down,  has  mistaken 
what  was  said  by  my  right  hon.  Friend. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  md  pot  say  that 
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ve  should  not  make  sach  preparations 
as  might  be  neoessarf,  though  he  inti- 
mated that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
say  what  form  our  preparauons  might 
assume,  until  we  knew  whether  there 
would  be  a  necessity  for  active  opera- 
tions. I  cannot  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouohere),  that  Qeneral  Gordon 
was  disobeying  the  instructions  given 
him.  There  is  no  proof  whatever  of 
that,  though  some  rumours  which 
reached  us  from  time  to  time  about  Ge- 
neral Gordon  seemed  inconsistent  with 
his  instructions^  and  were  difficult  to 
nndwstand,  and  we  asked  for  explana- 
tions. But  there  was  certainly  nothing 
whaterer  to  prove  that  (General  Gordon 
has  in  any  way  departed  from  the  ori- 
ginal  object  of  his  Mission,  which  was 
to  withdraw  by  peaceable  means,  and  if 
not,  if  he  found  it  necessary,  to  employ 
armed  force.  It  is  true  that  we  heara 
lately  that  General  Gordon  was  engaged 
in  active  operations.  ^How  much  of 
that  is  true  or  not,  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  But  it  is  quite  reasonable,  and 
very  probable,  that  the  only  means  that 
General  Gordon  mightfindfor  maintaining 
his  own  position  at  Khartoum,  and  with- 
drawing the  garrison,  was  to  assume 
offensive  operations.  My  hon.  Friend 
also  said  that  General  Gordon  was  en- 
deavouring to  induce  Egypt  to  reconquer 
the  Soudan.  Whatever  may  be  the 
minor  inconsistencieB  of  General  Gordon, 
that  is  a  most  improbable  conolusioii. 
We  know  that  if  General  Gordon  had 
one  conviction  stronger  than  another,  it 
was  that  the  whole  Bondan  had  been 
brov^ht  into  its  present  position  by  the 
domination  of  Egnit.  It  is  probable 
that  General  Grardon,  before  retiring 
from  Khartoum,  might  desire  to  estab- 
lish some  settled  form  of  Government. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  would  be  exceeding  his 
instructions.  ["Oh!"]  His  Mission, 
and  his  primary  object,  were  to  evacuate 
the  Soudan.  Oertainly  no  instructions 
were  ever  given  to  General  Gordon  to 
establish  a  settled  form  of  Government. 
At  the  same  time,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  he  has  undertaken 
a  most  beneficial  and  salutary  work. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  (Mr.  Bourke)  thinks  it 
hard  to  be  called  upon  to  support  Uiis 
Vote,  because  he  opposed  the  Mission 
of  Genoral  Gordon  origfnally,  and  pro- 
The  JUrguut  of  HurtintfUm 


phened  that  it  would  involve  as  in  an 
expedition  for  relief.  I  cannot  recol- 
lect that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
indulged  in  that  prediction ;  but  I  can 
well  believe  that,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  inclined  to  take  a 
favourable  view  of  anything  done  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  he  spoke 
disapprovingly  of  the  Mission  of  General 
Gordon.  But,  nevertheless,  a  strong 
opinion  was  very  generally  entertained 
that  it  was  extremely  probable,  such 
was  the  influence  he  had  shown  himself 
to  exercise  over  the  Native  races,  that 
he  would  be  better  able,  than  aoj  other 
man,  to  secure  by  his  personal  inflaenoei 
unaided  by  any  material  force,  the  with- 
drawal of  the  garrisons  from  the  Soudan 
without  bloodshed,  and  without  fbrtiier 
loss  of  life.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  says  that  Genwal  Gordon  ^ssaa  a«o 
reproached  us  with  having  cast  indeliUe 
disgrace  upon  the  British  name.  .  We 
discussed  ^ose  telegrams  two  months 
ago,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  reopen  the 
question ;  but  what  I  want  to  point  out 
is,  that  General  Gordon,  as  far  as  the 
Government  know,  never  addressed  any 
request  to  them  for  the  assistance  of  a 
British  Force  to  rescue  him  and  those 
with  him.  He  did  suggest  that  if 
Zebehr  was  appointed  Governor  of  Khar* 
toum,  a  small  foroe  in  connection  with 
that  appointment  should  be  dmpatidied 
to  Berber ;  but  he  never,  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Government,  recommended, 
or  suggested,  as  part  of  the  require- 
ments for  rescuing  him,  that  the  despatch 
oi  an  Army  was  necessary.  Whi^evsr 
the  obligations  of  the  Govranment  to 
General  Ghudon,  andth^aie  very  great 
and  onerous,  General  G(»rdon  is  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  suggest  tiie 
employment  of  a  British  Force  to  insure 
his  own  personal  safety.  The  tight  hon. 
Gentleman  has  discussed  the  probable 

Sosition  of  Qeneral  Gordon.  It  is  very 
ifiicult  to  know  what  messc^ee  G«nexm 
Gbrdon  may  have  received,  and  what  he 
has  not  received.  There  is  every  pros- 
pect, however,  that  in  a  very  short  time 
more  authentic  information  will  be  re- 
ceived about  General  Gordon,  the  policy 
which  be  is  pursuing,  and  his  ability  to 
hold  out  at  Khartoum,  or  the  probability 
of  his  withdrawingwiththatportionof  tlu 
garrison  which  is  desirous  of  withdrawing 
with  him.  Major  Kitchener  is,  it  ap- 
pears,  in  communication  with  tribes 
apparenUy  not  under  the  infiaenoe  of 
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the  Mahdi ;  and  it  is  possible  that  he 
lUAJt  by  means  of  negotiations  which  are 
going  on  with  powerful  tribes,  be  able 
to  establish  oommonicatioQewith General 
Gordon.  When  such  communications 
ahall  have  been  established,  the  Gorern- 
ment  and  country  will  be  in  a  better 
position  than  tJiey  can  be  now  to  judge 
what  measures  are  necessary  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  obligations  which  they 
have  undertaken. 

Sib  STAFFOBD  NOETHCOTE  :  I 
'must  say  a  very  few  words  in  conse- 
quence, principally,  of  what  has  fallen 
from  the  noble  Marquess,  and  partly  in 
consequence  of  a  remark  made  just  now 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Arnold).  The  hon.  Member  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  (Mr.  Bourke),  who  is 
unfortunately  not  in  the  House  at  this 
moment,  but  who  has  told  me  the  sub- 
stance of  what  he  said,  and  I  am  so  well 
aware  of  his  views  that  I  feel  perfectly 
certain  the  hon.  Member  was  mistaken 
in  supposing  the  speech  of  my  right  hon. 
Fridna  was  an  aoknowledgment  of  the 
propriety  of  the  conduotoftheGoTernment 
with  regard  to  General  CK)rdon.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  had  no  intention  of 
entering  into  a  general  discussion  of  the 
policy  of  the  Goremment  in  regard  to 
Gen^nl  Gordon,  nor  ^id  he  think  that 
this  was  an  ocoamon  on  which  it  was 
desirable  to  enter  into  such  a  discussion. 
What  the  Opposition  desire  to  do  by 
supporting  the  Vote  of  Credit  is  to  ex- 
press their  sympathy  with  General  Gor- 
don, and  their  desire  to  rescue  him  from 
the  position  in  which  he  is  placed,  partly 
by  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  and 
partly  by  his  own  gallant  spirit  and  his 
own  gallant  conduct.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess said  that  he  considered  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  sending  out  Gene- 
ral Gordon  had  received  the  approbation 
of  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House.  That  is  not  a  correct 
statement.  We  sympathized  with  and 
wished  well  to  General  Gordon,  and  be- 
lieved that  if  any  man  was  to  do  that 
which  was  suggested,  he  was  the  best 
man  for  the  purpose.  But  I  am  bound 
to  add  that  we  beheved  that  the  Qovem- 
ment,  after  sending  him  to  perform  so 
very  difficult  and  ahmost  hopuess  a  task, 
would  support  him  in  a  noanner  that 
wonld  enable  him  to  get  through  his 
Mission.  If  we  were  called  upon  now, 


whioh  I  hope  we  are  not,  to  review  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
relation  to  General  Gordon,  I  am  afraid 
that  we  could  not  agree  that  it  has  been 
of  a  satisfactory  character.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Opposition  hold  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  has  been  exces- 
sively blameworthy,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  largely  responsible  for  the 
difficulties  in  wiiioh  General  Gordon  was 
placed,  and  fur  not  having,  as  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster)  has  pointed  out,  taken  at  an 
earlier  stage  the  step  which  they  are 
now  taking,  and  whi(m,  if  taken  sooner, 
might  have  prevented  the  mischief  which 
has  happened.  But  we  cordially  agree 
with  the  indications  they  are  now  giving 
that  they  do  think  the  time  may  be  at 
hand — at  all  events,  that  the  time  may 
come — in  whioh  they  will  arouse  them- 
selves, and  do  something  to  rescue  Gene- 
ral Gordon.  We  are  anxious  to  give 
them  the  means  of  doing  something  for 
General  Gordon.  If  I  may  make  a  com- 
plaint of  anything,  it  woidd  be  that  we 
were  not  told  with  sufficient  distinctness 
what  the  Government  meant  by  "  the 
contingency  that  might  arise."  The 
noble  Marquess  spoke  of  communica- 
tions  being  made  through  Dongola ;  but 
there  exists  no  certain  reason  for  think- 
ing that  that  would  be  the  case.  A 
great  deal  of  time  has  already  been 
spent,  and  we  have  no  information  to 
enoonn^  us  to  think  that  communi- 
cations of  that  kind  may  be  restored.  I 
trust  that  the  Government  have  formed 
some  plan  in  their  own  mind,  by  which 
they  will  be  able  clearly  to  ascertain 
what  is  the  exact  position  of  General 
Gordon,  and  to  affoi^  him  support  and 
bring  him  away.  The  country  ought  to 
be  pauified  and  left  in  a  satisfactory 
state,  the  padfication  of  the  country 
being  one  of  Gordon's  main  objects.  It 
was  not  General  Gordon's  only  object  to 
bring  away  a  certain  number  of  troops 
from  the  Soudan.  What  was  thought 
was,  that  by  the  influence  of  his  charac- 
ter he  would  be  able  to  bring  the  garri- 
sons away  with  safety  to  himself  and 
without  leaving  a  condition  of  anarchy 
behind.  Everybody  believed  that  if  the 
garrisons  were  hastily  withdrawn,  they 
would  leave  behind  them  a  twrible 
state  of  oonfiiston  and  anarchy.  I  can- 
not refer  to  the  Papers  now,  and  X  am 
opeaking  from  memory ;  but  I  say  that 
Isee  in  the  earliest  communications  of 
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General  Gordon  that  he  was  endearour- 
ing  to  restore  or  provide  for  a  system 
of  peaceful  goTemment  in  the  country 
which  must  now  be  abandoned.  It  was, 
however,  one  of  the  main  objects  set 
before  him  in  his  instructions,  and  his 
communications  with  the  Government 
show  that  he  believed  it  to  be  his  task. 
The  question  before  the  Committee,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  discussion  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  Mission  of  General  Gordon.  I 
have  no  intention  of  entering  into  such  a 
discnsaion.  What  we  have  now  before  us 
is  a  proposal  that  some  proviaion  should 
be  made  tor  the  rescue  of  General  Gor- 
don, whenever  that  can  be  efiCected.  I 
do  not  at  all  complain  of  Hie  Govern- 
ment lor  being  reticent  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  they  propose  to  adopt.  I 
think  I  understood  what  the  Prime 
Minister  meant  when  he  said  that  this  is 
a  Vote  of  principle.  It  permits  the  Go- 
vernment to  see  that  the  work  is  pro- 
perly carried  through,  if  it  can  be  car- 
ried through,  for  the  sum  mentioned; 
but  should  more  extentiive  operations  be 
necessary  for  the  rescue  of  General 
Gordon,  Parliament  would,  of  course, 
feel  it  necessary  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter.  If  the  work  can 
be  carried  through  for  the  sum  men- 
tioned, of  oonrae,  it  would  be  highly 
satisfiftotory. 

Mb.  WILLIS  said,  that  looking  at 
this  matter,  and  exercising  his  own  judg- 
ment, he  thought  that  General  Gordon 
bad  failed  in  ttie  Mission  he  had  under- 
taken. He  had  not  procured  the  return 
of  the  ^^ftiriBons,  norhad  he  given  up  to 
the  Ohiefb  of  the  tribes  the  government 
of  the  country  as  was  proposed.  Gene- 
ral Gordon  went  out  to  effect  the  aban- 
donment of  the  Soudan  which  had  been 
governed  by  intrigue  and  cruelty  ;  but 
it  appeared  by  the  telegram  on  page  115 
of  the  Blue  Book,  that  he  had  changed 
the  whole  course  of  his  policy  and  de- 
cided to  postpone  the  evacuation  of  the 
district.  He  desired  to  have  Egyptian 
and  British  troops  sent  to  him  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  himself  in  the 
position  of  Governor  General,  when,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  must 
know,  he  had  gone  out  as  Governor 
General  of  the  Soudan,  without  the  ex- 
pectation of  reoeiviog  any  assistance  in 
men  or  money.  Even  when  General 
Gordon  drew  up  a  plan  for  a  suooessor 
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whom  he  named,  that  sucoeaeor  was 
not  to  receive  either  men  or  money 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  his  posi- 
tion. He  contended,  therefore,  that  the 
Mission  of  General  Gordon  had  failed, 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  determine  that  Mission,  and  to 
eee  that  no  part  of  the  money  now  asked 
for  should  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  General  Gordon  in  the  Sou- 
dan.  He  maintained  that  General  Gordon 
had  by  no  means  proved  himself  to  be  a 
great  hero.  On  the  27th  of  February,  in 
his  Proclamation  of  that  date,  he  de- 
dazed  to  the  people  that  BritiBh  tioopi 
were  coming  to  Khartoum,  and  be  (Mz. 
Willis)  said  that  General  Gordon  had 
no  ground  whatever  for  making  that 
statement.  Again,  he  had  endeavoured 
and  actually  proposed  to  destroy  the 
troops  of  the  Muidi,  who  was  endea- 
vouring to  relieve  the  country  &om  the 
cruelty  and  oppression  under  which  it 
had  BO  long  sulOfered.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Gt>Tem- 
ment  would  give  the  assurance  he  asked 
for,  that  none  of  the  money  should  be 
applied  to  maintain  Egyptian,  or  other 
rule,  in  the  Soudan,  he  should  offer 
him  the  assistance  of  his  vote ;  but,  if 
not,  he  should  feel  it  his  duttr  to  vote 
against  the  Motion  before  the  Com- 
mittee.   

Babon  HENEy  DE  WOEMS  said, 
he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  a  state* 
ment  made  by  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  A  few 
minutes  ago,  the  noble  MarqueaSf  whose 
words  he  had  taken  down,  said  that 
General  Gordon  would  have  been  ex- 
ceeding his  instructions  in  endeavouring 
to  establish  an  oi^anized  Government 
in  Khartoum.  Now,  he  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  distinctly  stated,  on  the 
authority  of  the  instructions  g^ven  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  General 
Gordon,  that  those  instructions  were  en- 
tirely at  variance  with  the  noble  Mar* 
quess's  statement.  The  instructiona  to 
General  Ghnrdtm  contained  this  passage— 

"  We  tniflt  Yonr  Excdleocy  trill  take  moat 
effectiva  measares  to  establish  an  organized  Go* 
vernment  in  the  different  ProTinoee  of  the 
Soudan,  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  the 
Buppression  of  the  incitement  to  revolt." 

He  would  ask  how  those  instructions, 
given  to  General  Gordon  when  he  was 
sent  on  his  absurd  Mission,  oonld  be  re- 
conciled with  the  statement  just  made  by 
the  noble  Marquess,  when  no  sudd  th^ 
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General  Gordon  would  be  exceeding  his 
inBtroctions  in  endeavouring  to  establish 
an  organized  finm  of  Goremment  in 
J^artonm  P 

Mb.  ILLINGWOBTH  said,  it  was 
now  four  yeara  since  the  bomba^ment 
of  Alexandria  took  place ;  but  the  his- 
tory of  events  during  that  period  could 
not  have  been  very  gratifying  or  en- 
couraging to  Members  in  any  part  of 
the  House,  for  it  had  been,  on  the  whole, 
a  history  of  misfortune  and  vicissitude. 
He  was  one  of  those  who,  at  the  outset, 
deprecated  interference  in  Egypt  by 
means  of  that  bombardment,  and  he  had 
also  voted  against  the  rewards  and  pen- 
sions ^ven  to  two  officers  in  respect  of 
the  naval  and  military  proceedings 
which  took  place.  It  was  said  that  the 
Committee  were  not  called  upon  on  that 
occasion  to  enter  into  the  question  of 
the  general  management  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  part  of  the  world,  but  that 
they  were  asked  to  support  a  Vote  of 
^£300,000  for  the  relief  of  General  (Gor- 
don. They  had  some  satisfaction  from 
the  utterances  of  the  Prime  Minister  tihat 
the  money  would  not  be  wanted  except  in 
case  of  certain  contingencies  arising ; 
and  he  (Mr.  lUingworth)  had  only  risen 
to  say  that,  having  himself  taken  no 
part  in  the  matter,  he  intended  to  re- 
main neutral.  He  admitted  that  no 
responsibility  rested  on  the  Government 
in  their  relationship  with  General  Gor- 
don ;  but  he  quite  understood  that  the 
object  of  the  money  asked  for  was  to 
secure  the  retirement  and  withdrawal 
from  the  obligations  which  he  had  taken 
upon  himself.  It  was  too  early  to  enter 
upon  the  point  as  to  the  way  in  which 
General  Gordon  had  carried  out  his 
Mission.  In  his  opinion,  he  had  from 
the  first  entered  upon  an  almost  impos- 
sible task ;  and  it  would  not  be  sur- 
prising to  him  if  he  should  signally  fail 
m  doing  that  which  he  led  many  to  be- 
lieve he  would  be  able  to  do  if  the  Go- 
vernment sanctioned  his  Mission.  As  to 
the  money  he  asked  for,  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  any  enterprize  undertaken 
would  be  a  very  narrow  one,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  made  a  precedent  for  fur- 
ther operations.  There  was  a  point  to 
which  he  would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee.    Doubt  had  been  ex- 

Eressed  as  to  whether  General  Gordon 
ad  received  a  telegraphic  answer  sent 
to  him  by  Earl  Granville ;  but  he  ven 
tnred  to  think  that  there  was  no  ground 
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for  believing  that  the  despatch  had  not ' 
reached  him.  It  laid  down  the'  poliOT 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
called  apon  him  to  retire  from  the  £k)udui 
aa  soon  as  possible,  and  to  bring  away 
those  persons  who  were  able  to  leave 
Khartoum  with  him.  He  trusted  that 
that  was  sfiUthe  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  that  they  intended  to 
carry  it  out.  He  would  only  add  that 
he  did  not  regard  General  Gordon  as 
anything  like  a  safe  instrument  to  be 
relied  on  by  the  Government  in  carrying 
out  their  work  in  Egypt.  He  believed 
that  hereafter  it  would  be  found  that 
their  interference  tn  that  country  was 
altogether  unnecessary,  and  that  they 
might  have  safeguarded  their  interests 
without  making  themselves  responsible 
for  the  government  of  Egypt  and  get- 
ting themselves  entangled  in  its  ruins. 

Colonel  MAKINS  said,  it  seemed  to 
be  the  general  wish  of  hon.  Members 
that  the  promises  made  to  General  Gor- 
don should  be  fulfilled.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell) 
found  himself  in  a  great  dilemma  with 
regard  to  this  question.  He  implied 
that  he  should  not  mind  the  promises 
being  fulfilled,  provided  it  could  be  done 
cheaply;  but  that  he  should  object  to 
their  fulfilment  if  the  cost  exceeded  by 
\d.  the  amount  which  he  considered 
proper.  For  his  own  part,  he  (Colonel 
Makins)  wished  the  Vote  were  for  a 
much  larger  sum,  for  the  reason  that,  as 
a  Vote  of  Credit,  it  would  not  have  been 
necessary  to  use  the  whole  amount, 
while  it  would  have  had  a  very  much 
larger  eifect.  It  would  have  shown  the 
Mahdi  and  those  who  advised  him  that 
the  Government  and  people  of  England 
were  really  in  earnest,  whereas  he  would 
now  be  very  likely  to  think  that  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  was  only  a 
small  Party  more,  and  that  the  paltry 
sum  asked  for  could  not  be  reaUy  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  putting  him 
down ;  and  probably  he  would  be  en- 
couraged in  his  opposition  rather  than 
the  reverse.  But,  small  as  the  Tote 
was,  he  was  glad  to  see  it  asked  for, 
because  it  showed  that  the  Government 
had  some  regard  for  their  Kepresenta- 
tive  in  the  Soudan  ;  and  upon  that 
ground  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  sup- 
port the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. 

Sib  henry  TYLEB  reminded  the 
Oonunittee  that  tho  reasoi 
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military  expedition  to  Snaldn  had  no 
resnlt  was  because  it  was  not  followed 
up,  aa  it  should  have  been,  by  the  con- 
stntction  of  a  railway  from  Saakin  to 
Berber.  The  line  conld  have  been  eon- 
stracted  with  oomparatiTe  ease,  and  the 
brave  Arabs  who  had  been  so  ^itlessly 
slanjifht^ed  wonld  hare  been  better  em- 
ployed in  making  the  rwlways  than  in 
fighting,  and  when  taken  into  British 
pay  they  would  have  been  its  best  pro- 
tection. Had  that  railway  been  oon- 
stmcted  to  Berber,  the  difficulties  of 
the  present  position  wonld  hare  been 
very  much  lessened  ;  and  Her  Majesty's 
Gh)Temment  would,  at  the  same  time, 
have  done  a  good  work  by  opening  up 
the  commerce  of  Central  Africa,  and 
conferring  a  permanmt  benefit  on  the 
world. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dividsd: — ^Ayes  174; 
Noes  14:  Majorit?  160.— (Div.  List, 
TTo.  210.) 

supply— oml  beevice  estimates, 
ouss  iv". — eouoaxion,  soizvoe,  ahd 
Art. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
pomd, 

"That  a  mnn,  not  ezceediog  £452,027,  be 
ganted  to  Her  M^iesty.  to  complete  Uie  sum 
neoeaMtry  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3I«t  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  SalarieB 
and  Expensea  of  the  OommiBmonen  of  National 
Education  in  Irehmd." 

Me.  MOLLOY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  to  be  good  enough  to  state 
the  order  in  which  the  Irish  Votes  wonld 
be  taken.   

Mr.  OOTJBTNEY  said,  the  under- 
standing was  that  if  they  got  through 
theYote  of  Oredit  at  a  reasonable  time 
they  should  go  on  with  Olaasee  YI.  and 
YlL. ;  if  they  were  disposed  of  by  half- 
past  U  it  was  intended  to  take  the 
Oonetabulary  Vote. 

Mr.  MOLLOT  said,  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  was  that  the 
Constabulary  Yote  would  not  be  taken 
without  due  Notice. 

Mb.  BIGGAH  said,  he  was  desirous 
of  ascertaining  what  was  to  be  done  with 
regard  to  the  claims  of  the  teachers  in 
Convent  Schools  in  Ireland.  As  neither 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  nor  the  Solicitor  Ctoeral  for 
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Ireland,  who  could  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  Irish  Government,  were  present,  he 
should  be  glad  if  some  Bepresentative 
of  Her  Majesty's  Quvemment  would 
state  whether  or  not  they  had,  up  to  the 
present  time,  oome  to  any  oonclnsion  with 
regard  to  the  propoeal  to  increase  the 
emoluments  of  nuns  in  view  of  the  good 
work  they  were  doing  and  had  done  in 
times  past.  Some  time  ago  tbe  attention 
of  the  right  h<m.  Gentleman  the  Ohief 
Seoretaiy  had  been  drawn  to  this  qnes- 
tion,  when  he  said  that  he  wae  formu- 
lating  a  plan  by  which  he  proposed  to 
increase  those  emoluments.  It  would 
seem  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 

Eut  the  matter  off;  and  he  (Mr.  Biggar) 
ad  supposed  that  when  the  Vote  for 
Elducation  in  Ireland  came  forward  tiie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  wonld  have  been 
in  a  position  to  state  his  views  on  the 
subject.  He  hoped  that  someone  on 
behalf  of  the  Cktremment  would  state 
what  it  was  really  intended  to  do.  He 
did  not  propose  to  go  into  all  the 
grievances  of  which  the  nuns  com- 
plained ;  but  it  could  not  be  denied  tha^ 
while  they  had  produced  a  tangiUe 
result  by  the  example  which  th^  set 
to  the  people,  fh^  were  under  great 
disadvant^es  in  respect  of  emoluments 
inasmuch  as       received  no  penaions 

and  no  salaries.  

Mb.  OOURTNET  said,  hie  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  was  not  present — a  fact  which 
he  regretted,  because  probably  he  would 
be  able  to  give  some  information  to  the 
Committee  in  relation  to  the  views  of  the 
Govemment  in  this  matter.  He  might 
say  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  conclusion 
had  been  arrived  at,  because  he  appre- 
hended that,  had  the  Irish  GoTomment 
decided  upon  the  course  they  intemded 
to  pursue,  they  would  have  applied  to 
the  Treasury  to  sanction  an  order  for 
payment.  No  appUoation  had  bem 
made  or  sanctioned,  and,  therefore,  be 
concluded  that  the  proposed  arrange- 
ments of  the  Irish  Gbverament  had  not 
reached  their  final  stage;  but  how  far 
they  had  gone  he  was  not  in  a  positi<m 
to  state. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  HUNTLYM'OABTHY 
asked  what  the  Govemment  proposed  to 
do  with  regard  to  the  quesnon  of  Na- 
tional School  teachers,  in  view  of  the 
Division  of  Friday  night  ?  He  need  not 
repeat  to  tiie  Committee  the  a^umenti 
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he  had  made  use  of  on  that  occasion,  but 
would  simply  ask  if  the  Government 
could  see  their  way  to  introdooe  a 
Supplementary  Estimate. 

Mb.  COUETNET  said,  that  would  be 
rather  too  rapid  a  procedure.  The  right 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Obief  Seoretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had 
stated  fully  the  other  night  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  GoTemment  in  this 
matter,  and  had  said  that  legislation 
would  be  introduced  to  deal  with  it 
next  year. 

Mb.  HEALT  said,  he  did  not  quite 
catch  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  with  regard  to  next  year ;  but  he 
had  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Ohief  Secretary  to  say  that  he 
would  bring  in  a  Bill.  He  asked  whe- 
ther that  was  the  sum  and  substance  of 
the  intentions  of  the  GoTemment  in  this 
matter,  because,  if  so,  it  must  really  give 
rise  to  a  long  discussion.  He  had 
watched  closely  to  see  whether,  after  the 
vote  of  Friday  last,  the  Government 
would  come  forward  and  make  a  more 
substantial  statement  on  the  subject. 
The  Treasury  had  pocketed  no  less  a 
Bum  than  £200,000,  by  reason  of  the 
Unions  not  having  contributed  the 
moiety,  which,  when  the  Act  was  passed, 
it  was  contemplated  they  would  pay; 
but  the  Unions  had  not  become  con- 
tributories,  because  they  declined  to  pay 
money  towards  a  system  over  which 
they  had  no  control.  There  was  no  fault 
to  be  found  with  that ;  but  he  com- 
plained that  the  Government  knew  that 
the  money  would  not  be  paid.  That 
was  a  very  important  element  in  the 
case,  and  one  to  which  he  thought  the 
Government  ought  to  address  them- 
■elvee  at  once.  At  all  events,  the 
Government  must  admit  that  the  ex- 
pectations which  the  National  School 
teachers  had  been  allowed  to  cherish 
had  been  frustrated.  The  teachers  were 
led  to  expect  Uiat  they  would  receive  a 
omtain  annual  sum  from  the  State  and 
another  annual  sum  from  the  Unions. 
That  was  clearly  an  admission  that  the 
teachers  were  to  receive  the  money ; 
but,  owing  to  the  clumsy  plan  proposed 
by  the  Oonservative  Government,  it 
had  happened  that  the  teachers  had 

?ractically  got  nothing  at  all  from  the 
Fnions.  It  was  admitted  that  a  plan 
had  been  proposed  by  the  Government 
to  remedy  this ;  but  that  plan  had  not 
come  into  operation,  and  ho  desired  to 


know  whether  the  Government  were 
going  to  throw  overboard  the  intentions 
of  the  Conservative  Government  in  1875. 
The  position  of  the  teachers  was  this. 
The  National  School  teachers  of  Ireland 
only  received  £58  a-year  on  the  average, 
as  compared  with  double  that  sum  which 
was  received  by  the  teachers  in  England 
and  Scothmd ;  the  teachers  were  entitled 
to  a  sum  in  addition  to  that  which  was 
now  received.  A  plan  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland;  but  that  plan  had  failed, 
and,  owing  to  its  failure,  the  sum  of 
£250,000  had  not  been  disbursed,  as 
it  was  expected  it  would  have  been, 
amongst  the  teachers.  That  being  the 
state  of  the  case,  the  question  was,  what 
were  the  teachers  to  receive  in  conse- 
quence ?  It  was  no  answer  to  the  un- 
fortunate teacher  who  received  only  £70 
a-year  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  Unions. 
The  teacher  said  the  State  had  allowed 
him  to  form  certain  expectations,  that 
he  had  indulged  in  those  expectations, 
and  that  he  had  been  disappointed,  be- 
cause the  machinery  brought  into  opera- 
tion by  the  State  had  not  proved  satis- 
factory. And  while  it  was  no  answer  to 
the  teacher  to  refer  him  to  Uie  Unions, 
he  (Mr.  Healy^  said  that  the  sim|de  pro- 
posal of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
compulsory  education  was  something 
entirely  beyond  the  question.  Fledges 
had  been  given  to  Irish  Members  last 
year  which  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and 
the  pledges  with  regard  to  next  year 
would  doubtless  meet  the  same  fate,  be- 
cause it  was  not  at  all  likely  that  next 
Session  the  House  would  be  in  any  frame 
of  mind  to  go  into  the  question  of  com- 
pulsory education  in  Ireland.  He  hoped 
they  should  hear  from  the  Government 
a  much  more  satisfactory  statement  than 
they  had  had  that  evoning.  The  House 
had  very  nearly  adopted  the  Eesolution 
moved  on  Friday  last  by  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Justin  Huntly  M'Oarthy),  on  which 
occasion  the  Govorument  escaped  by  the 
merest  majority  a  vote  ordering  them 
to  do  what  was  wanted.  Surely  the 
representations  of  Irish  Members  on 
this  question  were  deserving  of  some 
consideration.  He  believed  that  it  was 
only  a  question  whether  the  Govern- 
ment could  get  a  stogie  Irishman  to 
follow  them  into  the  Lobby,  and  he  be- 
lieved they  had  not  one^aingle  Irish 
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supporter  except  the  Solicitor  Qeneral 
for  Ireland.  The  opinions  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  Toted  in  th.e  minority  on  that 
oocasioD  were  entitled  to  respect.  "Were 
they  to  be  informed,  when  they  brought 
forward  their  grieTancea  for  redress, 
that  those  grievances  were  to  be  re- 
dressed by  the  kindly  wand  of  British 
legislation,  and  were  they  afterwards  to 
find  themselvea  left  in  the  lurch  ?  They 
had  &at  evening alreadyvoted £300,000 
for  the  relief  of  Qeneral  GordoQ ;  but 
this  was  a  question  of  far  more  import- 
ance than  the  government  of  the  Soudan, 
which  oount^  the  Government  were 
going  to  abuidon.  When  they  voted 
with  a  light  heart  sums  of  money  like 
this,  and  for  suoh  a  purpose,  were  they 
to  be  told  that  it  was  too  late  in  the 
Session  to  do  anything  tending  to  im- 
prove the  state  of  education  in  Ireland  ? 
He  thought  that  nothing  could  be  more 
unsatisfactOTy  than  the  manner  in  which 
the  Government  had  met  this  complaint, 
after  having  in  view  the  much  larger 
sum  they  had  obtained  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  less  important  purpose. 

Mb.  BEEESFOED  said,  on  Friday 
last  he  had  unfortunately  missed  the 
IHvision,  or  he  should  certainly  have 
voted  with  the  minority.  He  believed 
that  the  National  School  teachers  in  Ice- 
land were  justly  dissatisGed  with  the 
position  in  which  they  found  themselves, 
wUbh  had  been  shovm  to  be  unremune- 
rative  as  oompared  with  the  pontion  of 
teaohera  in  this  country.  He  had  been 
recently  speaking  with  some  National 
School  teachers  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  he  oould  assure  the  Committee  that 
they  were  a  most  deserving  class  of  men, 
and  that  the  work  they  had  to  do  they 
performed  in  a  most  efficient  manner. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would  take 
their  position  into  consideration,  and  do 
something  in  their  behalf. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
raised  a  very  ingenious  argument  to 
show  that  the  Treasury  ought  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  National  School  teachers. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  whom  this  work 
wae  entrasted  contemplated,  when  it 
was  originally  introduced,  that  the 
Unions  should  contribute  one  moiety  of 
the  expense ;  and  he  contended  that,  tiie 
Unions  not  having  done  so,  the  Treasury 
should  make  g^od  the  amount  to  the 
teaohers.  It  was  quite  true  the  Treasury 


had  not  disbursed  the  money ;  but  he 
was  afraid  that  all  he  could  say  in  this 
matter  was  that,  although  the  local 
taxation  had  not  been  levied,  he  could 
not  admit  that  any  claim  arose  upon  the 
Treasury.    Then  the  hon.  Gentleman 
advanced  an  argument  which,  in  a 
Parliamentary  sense,  was  even  more  de- 
fective than  the  ingenious  arguments 
which  preceded  it.    He  pointed  to  the 
fact  that  there  had  been  a  very  narrow 
Division  on  Friday  night,  in  which  the 
Government  barely  escaped  defeat.  No 
doubt  that  was  a  very  important  fact ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  tho«e  Members 
who  resisted  that  Motion,  and  &08e 
Members  who  vere  nc^  present  to  reust 
that  Motion,  must  pay  some  attention 
to  the  character  of  the  demand:  What 
was  the  demand  ?   It  was  submitted,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  salaries  of  the 
school  teachers  were  inadequate.  As- 
suming that  to  be  so— admitting,  for  the 
moment,  that  the  salaries  were  inade- 
quate and  insufficient — then  the  ques- 
tion arose,  by  whom  should  the  de- 
ficiency be  made  up  ?     Who  should 
be  called  v^ou  to  supply  an  adequate 
amount  ?   In  comparison  with  the  sala- 
ries obtained  by  school  teachers  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  no  doubt  those  in 
Ireland  were  small.    Whether  Uiey 
were  relatively  less  was  stiU  a  matter 
open  to  considerable  debate.  Undoubt- 
edly they  were  less  in  amount;  bat  the 
proportion  of  money  drawn  from  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  for  Ireland  was 
infinitely  greater  than  that  drawn  for 
Eogland  or  Scotland.    That  being  so, 
the  deficiency,  it  seemed  to  him,  must  be 
made  up  from  local  sources,  and  not  at 
the  cost  of  the  Exchequer.    Of  course, 
Irish  Members  would  urge  that  the  de- 
ficiency should  be  made  up  by  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  and  he  knew  of  no  part  of  the 
country  which,  in  such  a  case,  would  not 
prefer  that  the  Exchequer  should  make 
up  what  was  required.    He  found  it  so 
in  Wales,  and  elsewhere.  Everyone 
wanted  their  deficiendes  to  be  met  by 
the  Imperial  Exchequer;   and  it  was, 
therefore,  not  surprising  that  the  plea 
for  making  up  the  deficiency  in  this  case 
from  the  Imperial  Exchequer  Aonld  be 
supported  by  all  the  Irish  Members,  in- 
dumng  the  hon.  Member  for  .^magh 
(Mr.  Beresford).   Even  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  was  willing 
to  join  in  "  looting  "  the  Treasury.  He 
could  not  admit  that  ^e  wmbination  of 

Digilized  by  V^OOglC 


1801  Bvpply— Civil 


(AttoustS,  1684J       StrvtM  EtUmaUi.  1802 


Irish  Members  in  support  of  a  demand  on 
behalf  of  the  Irish  tMohera  at  the  expense 
of  the  Exchequer  was  an  OTerwhelming 
oondemaation  of  the  existing  state  of 
things ;  and  when  this  matter  was  being 
considered,  regard  must  be  had  to  the 
fact  that  an  immensely  greater  amount 
of  money  was  granted  for  Ireland  than 
for  England  or  Scotland.  However, 
next  year,  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Trevelyan)  intended  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
which  woxild  deal  with  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  public  education  in  Ireland,  and 
not  the  least  of  the  effects  of  that  Bill 
would  probably  be  the  improvement  of 
the  salaries  of  school  teachers. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  HUNTLY  M'CABTHY 
said,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  hod 
not  fairly  met  the  question  at  issue ;  and 
he  maintained  that  if  the  Government 
undertook  this  work  of  education  they 
mnst  do  it  weU  and  thoroughly.  If  they 
insisted  upon  governing  Ireland,  it  was 
only  fair  that  Uiey  shoidd  carry  out  the 
workof  education  in  that  country  properly 
and  cheaply.  Irish  Members,  of  course, 
protested  against  the  whole  system  upon 
which  the  English  GoTemment  admi- 
nistered the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  but  as 
long  as  they  insisted  on  carrying  on  that 
administration  it  was  the  duty  of  him- 
self and  his  hon.  Friends  to  put  forward 
and  press  these  claims.  It  in  no  way 
touched  the  question  to  say  that  more 
was  given  to  Ireland  from  the  Imperial 
iEiZohequer  than  to  England  or  Scotland, 
because  their  contention  was  that  the 
amount  was  not  sufficient.  If  English 
and  Soot(^  teachers  were  content,  that 
was  their  own  afiair ;  but  Irish  teachers 
were  not  at  all  content  with  the  miser- 
able pittance  doled  out  to  them,  and 
their  Bepresentatives  felt  bound  to  pro- 
test agamst  the  insufficiency.  That 
should  be  considered  an  overwhelming 
argument.  With  regard  to  the  Division 
on  Friday  night,  most  of  those  who  took 
part  in  it  were  not  Irish  Members,  but 
Ihiglish  Members  of  various  shades  of 
politics ;  and  he  fancied  that  it  there 
had  been  that  fuller  House  to  which  the 
Secretarytothe  Treasury  had  confidently 
referred,  it  would  have  been  found  that 
a  large  number  of  those  who  were 
absent  would  have  gone  with  the  mino- 
rity e^^ainst  the  Government.  If  a  pro- 
posal to  adopt  a  Supplementary  Vote 
vas  so  easily  accepted  by  the  Gorem- 
xnent  when  it  concerned  the  relief  of 
Qenwal  Gcvdon,  fae  thought  it  might  as 


readily  be  accepted  when  it  concerned 
the  much  more  serious  case  of  the  Irish 
National  teachers,  who  had  suffered  a 
long  time,  and  whose  interests  were 
quite  as  important  as  those  of  General 
Gordon. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  SOOTT  said,  he 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  part  in 
Irish  debates  ;  but  in  this  case  he  must 
say  that  had  he  been  present  on  Friday 
night  he  should  have  voted  with  hu 
hon.  Friends  below  the  Gangway,  in 
the  same  way  as  the  hon.  Mra&ber  for 
Armagh  (Mr.  Beresford)  would  haTO 
voted  with  them  had  he  been  present. 
Then,  he  would  like  to  know,  where 
would  the  majority  of  the  Government 
have  been  ?  The  question,  as  he  gathered 
from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy),  was  that  the 
Irish  teachers  were  paid  in  a  moat  in- 
suffident  manner,  receiving  only  an  are- 
rage  of  £57  a-year.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  where  the  money  came  from.  If 
these  teachers  were  employed  and  en- 
trusted with  the  important  function  of 
educating  the  population,  they  must  be 
paid  properly,  and  not  such  starvation 
salaries  as  they  now  received.  If  the ' 
Irish  Members  now  went  to  a  Pivision 
he  should  support  them. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M-OABTHT  observed, 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ad- 
mitted their  grievance,  but  did  not 
agree  in  their  remedy.  He  said  the 
liability  for  making  good  the  deficiency 
must  rest  with  the  localities,  and  not 
with  the  Treasury.  The  Government 
had  put  forward  a  scheme  by  which  the 
teachers  were  to  receive  larver  remu- 
neration ;  but  that  scheme  broke  down* 
and  the  question  now  was,  what  should 
be  doner  The  hon.  Gentleman  said 
there  must  be  a  re-adjustment  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  another  scheme  at 
some  other  time  j  but,  in  the  meantime, 
what  was  to  become  of  these  starving 
people  ?  The  Government  had  not 
shaped  their  scheme  ;  it  could  not  come 
on  that  Session  or  during  the  Autumn 
Session,  and  probably  it  would  not  have 
the  slightest  chance  of  coming  on  in  the 
Session  of  next  year.  Then  there  might 
come  a  General  Election ;  and  while  all 
these  things  were  taking  place  year 
after  year,  what  was  to  become  of  these 
teachers  with  their  £57  a-year  ?  While 
the  Government  were  preparing  their 
schraie  and  arranging  what  they  were 
going  to  do,  he  thought  they  should 
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take  from  the  Trflasury  enough  money 
to  keep  these  people  from  starmg ;  and 
having  done  that  they  vmiM  be  able, 
with  an  easier  conscience,  to  enter  upon 
their  larger  scheme  for  paying  the 
teachers  without  taxing  the  localities  too 
heavily,  and  without  taking  too  much 
from  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  had  advanced  arguments 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion, his  argument  being  that  the  sum 
allowed  for  Ireland  was  larger  than  the 
amount  granted  for  either  England  or 
Scotland.   They  all  knew  that ;  but  the 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  was  absolutely 
different  from  that  in  the  other  parts  of 
the  Kingdom.    In  England  the  Local 
Authorities  had   control   over  these 
matters ;  they  had  compulsory  rates,  and 
they  had  Sohool  Boards ;  but  in  Ireland 
that  was  not  so.   The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had,  in  fact,  made.no  defence 
of  this  treatment  of  tiie  Irish  teachers. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  eould  not  deny  that 
the  teachers  had  this  grievanoe ;  and  if 
the  matter  was  pressed  upon  him  he 
would  have  to  admit  it  for  the  sake  of 
truth  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment.  The  amount  of  money  contri- 
buted in  Ireland  locally  was  very  small ; 
but  the  people  in  Ireland  were  not  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  education,  and  what 
was  levied  was  a  sort  of  voluntary  rate. 
In  some  instances,  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians did  not  levy  a  rate;  they  had  no 
control  over  the  money,  and  the  result 
was  that  they  took  up  the  Act  of  1 875 
at  one  time  with  greater  readiness  than 
they  did  now ;  and  the  Act  had  now 
practioally  fallen  into  disuse.   The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasnnr  seemed  to  be  in 
great  glee  over  the  idea  of  another  Di- 
vision on  this  question,  evidently  be- 
lieving himself  to  be  safe  with  the  myr- 
midons whom  he  had  brought  down  by 
a  fbur-line  Whip  to  defeat  the  Irish 
Members.    He  remembered  that  not 
long  ago,  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  for  an  inter- 
view respecting  the  granting  of  some 
money  for  certain  purposes  in  Ireland, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  did  not  want 
an  interview,  and  the  hon.  Member 
could  ^ut  down  what  he  wanted  to  say 
in  writing.    The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury endeavoured  to  prevent  a  purely 
Irish  fund  being  applied  to  Lrish  pur< 
poses;  \nA  in  the  end  he  was  f<noed 


to  give  way,  and  now,  in  regard  to  this 
case  of  the  Lrish  teadiers,  the  best  he 
could  say  in  a  speech  specially  prepared 
to  minimize  the  olaims  of  the  teachers, 
was  that  the  Engli^  teaehers  only  re- 
ceived half  as  much  again  as  the  Irish 
teachers.  Then  he  endeavoured  to 
make  a  distinction,  and  to  show  that, 
after  all,  the  Irish  teaches  were  in 
almost  as  good  a  position  as  the  English 
teachers.  When  this  questi<m  was 
brought  forward,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
calmly  said  the  Irish  teachers  were  as 
well  paid  as  the  English  teachers,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  demand  for  labouTi 
and  the  current  rate  of  wages  in  Eng- 
land and  in  Ireland.  But  the  dan 
from  whom  these  teachers  were  drawn 
had  now  open  to  it  a  variety  of  ocoa- 
pations.  Since  the  Civil  Service  had 
been  thrown  open  a  lai^  number  of 
Irishmen  had  gone  into  the  Service,  and 
the  result  of  so  many  of  this  class  babw 
drawn  away  was  that  the  teachers,  ana 
especi^y  Uie  younger  teachers,  had  to 
be  recruited  from  a  class  very  inferior 
to  that  from  which  they  were  drawn  10 
or  15  years  ago.  That  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  salaries  given  to  teachers 
were  not  equal  to  the  salaries  given  in 
the  Civil  Service,  and  if  this  state  of 
things  continued  the  class  of  Iridi 
teachers  was  bound  to  still  further  de- 
preciate ;  and  whatever  the  Seoretaiy  to 
the  Treasury  might  say  against  further 
grants  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  it 
was  certain  that  unless  something  was 
done  to  improve  the  class  of  Irish 
teachers  and  the  future  education  in  Ire- 
land there  would  be  an  end  to  e£Gaent 
instruction. 

Sir  LYON  FLAYFAHt  said,  he 
thought  that  all  who  knew  anything 
about  Irish  education  would  agree  that 
the  emoluments  given  to  Irish  teaohers 
were  not  such  as  they  would  deeire  to 
see  given  to  men  of  efficient  training. 
There  were  some  points,  at  all  events,  of 
common  agreement  on  which  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  the  opposite  side,  and  many 
educationalists  on  this  side  woiUd  be  in 
oommon  accord.  In  the  first  plaoe,  the 
Irish  teachers  had  been  and  were  Tery 
efficiently  trained.  Keligious  difficulties 
in  Ireland  had  prevented  their  getting 
their  training  in  neutral  and  comnnHi 
training  schools,  and  the  Government — 
too  late,  he  thought — had  perceived  that 
difficulty,  and  had  recently  voted  a  eer- 
tain  amount  of  monej'  m  wder  thi4 
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teachers  might  receive  training  aooord- 
ing  to  their  religious  profesaions  and  in 
denominational  training  schools  —  as, 
indeed,  they  were  trained  in  Scotland. 
This  Vote  all  edacationalists  would  like 
to  see  augmented ;  and  if  that  were  done, 
as  the  teachers  got  better  training  their 
classification  would  improve.  As  their 
pa;  depended  on  their  olassifieation, 
more  efficient  training  would  produce  a 
larger  grant,  and  any  such  larger  grant 
he,  at  least,  should  gladly  welcome. 
There  was  another  reason  why  they 
thought  the  Education  Vote  should  be 
increased  in  Ireland,  and  partly  from 
the  Exchequer,  and  that  was  that  there 
might  be  better  results  from  training 
and  a  better  set  of  teachers.  When 
payment  was  according  to  results  there 
most  be  effective  teachers  to  obtain 
those  results.  The  payment  for  results 
would  become  augmented,  ukd  that 
would  be  a  legitimate  source  from  which 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  might  augment 
the  grant.  A  third  point  was  that  pay- 
ment shoold  be  made  for  increased  at- 
tendanoes.  The  average  attendance  in 
Irish  sohools  was  lamentably  low ;  but 
if  there  was  a  system  of  compulsory 
attendance,  there  would  bd  a  larger 
number  of  scholars  in  the  Bohools,  and 
that  was  a  result  greatly  to  be  desired. 
At  present,  in  Ireland,  there  was  the  ex- 
traordinary result  that  there  were  still 
41  per  cent  of  the  population  who  could 
neither  read  or  write.  If  the  Govern- 
ment only  accepted  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsory education,  and  largely  increased 
the  attendances,  that  would  be  a  legiti- 
mate method  by  which  they  could  in- 
crease the  grant  for  education  in  Ireland. 
Upon  these  three  points  they  were 
agreed.  Where  did  they  differ  ?  They 
differed  in  this.  In  England  and  Scot- 
land they  said— and  they  ought  to  say 
in  Irdand  also— that  National  education 
Was  not  the  duty  of  the  State  alone.  It 
was  duty  of  the  State  and  of  the 
nation.  They  ought  not  to  produce 
teaohers  by  wholly  Gh>venunent  expen- 
diture. National  education  meant  aid 
£rom  the  State  supported  by  the  nation 
to  whom  that  aid  was  given,  and  here  it 
was  that  they  found  such  a  lamentable 
difference  between  the  position  in  Ire- 
land and  the  position  in  Qreat  Britain. 
Just  let  them  see  what  the  difference 
was.  If  they  compared  the  Yolun- 
tary  Sebocds  in  England  with  the 
Pcnominational  Schools  in  Ireland — 


for,  talk  of  the  system  of  education 
as  they  liked,  the  schools  in  Ireland 
were  notoriously  denominational — they 
were  to  a  large  extent  managed  b^  the 
priests,  and  ^e  masters  were  appomted 
by  the  clerical  managers,  whether  Pro- 
testant or  Boman  Catholic,  and  were 
dismissable  by  them,  and  the  subjects  of 
study  wero  controlled  by  these  masters, 
so  that  ^ere  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
denominational  character  of  the  schools. 
Well,  if  they  compared  this  system  in 
Ireland  with  the  rate- supported  system 
in  England  they  would  find  that  the  cost 
of  a  pupil  in  a  Voluntary  School  in  Eng- 
land was  £1  14«.  Qd.,  while  in  Ireland  it 
was  £1  I3s.  Qd.,  or  very  nearly  the  same. 
But  how  was  this  met  in  the  two  coun- 
tries? Why,  in  England,  it  was  met  by 
19«.  of  local  aid — that  was  to  say,  by  fees 
and  subscriptions — and  by  5«.  W^d.  of 
local  aid  in  Ireland,  or  nearly  6i. ;  so 
that,  as  hon.  Members  would  see,  the 
difference  was  very  great.  In  Ireland 
the  State  had  to  pay  81  per  cent  of  the 
cost  of  education.  The  pence  of  the 
children  paid  18  per  cent,  and  local  sub- 
scriptions paid  only  1  per  cent.  Now, 
what  was  1  per  cent  for  a  nation  to  pay- 
in  aid  of  the  State  trying  to  advance  the 
welfare  of  the  people  ?  It  was  nothing 
at  all.  In  1875  the  Irish  people  oame 
forward — he  recollected  speaking  on  the 
subject  in  that  year — and  pu^  not  a 
compulsory  system  of  rating  on  their 
Boards  of  Quardians,  but  a  voluntary 
system,  and  in  the  second  year  they 
found  £6,000  come  in  in  that  way.  Last 
year,  he  was  glad  to  say,  the  amount  re- 
ceived in  this  way  was  larger  than  two 
years  ago ;  but  now  it  was  only  £14,000. 
Well,  what  was  £14,000  given  by  the 
local  rates  of  Ireland  to  meet  the 
£720.000  given  by  the  State?  It  was 
nothing  at  all.  Ireland  could  not  be  ab- 
solved from  its  duty  as  a  nation  to  come 
forward  and  co-operate  with  the  State 
in  the  education  of  the  people.  The 
Irish  had  no  right  to  sav — "Give  us 
everything  from  the  Exchequer,"  and 
English  and  Scotch  Members  sud  to 
them — "  Do  your  dnty  as  a  nation,  and 
aid  the  State  when  it  comes  largely  for- 
ward with  money,  giving  £720,000  for 
the  advancement  and  enBghtenment  of 
your  country.'*  Let  them  give,  not  I  per 
cent,  but  largely.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Mooaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  said  the 
other  day — "  Do  you  wi^  us  to  have  a 
eompolsoiy  rate  in  Ireland  ?  If  you  do 
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I  tell  yon  that  this  oompulsorj  rating 
must  be  applied  wholly  toRoman Catho- 
lic education,  because  7fi  per  oent  of  the 
population  of  Ireland  areBoman  Catho- 
lics.   If  you  rate  the  people  compul- 
Borily  the  rates  must  be  applied  to  Roman 
Catholic  schools."   Now,  except  in  in- 
cidence, what  was  the  difTerence  between 
a  local  tax  and  an  Imperial  tax  ?  The 
difference  was  only  a  matter  of  area 
and  locality.    Suppose  they  applied  this 
principle  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan  to  the  £720,000  which  the  State 
granted  for  education  in  Ireland.  They 
would  have  to  remember  that  oat  of 
that  £720,000,  £620,000  came  from 
Protestant  England  and  Scotland,  and 
would  be  obliged  to  apply  it  to  Protes- 
tant education.    Whether  they  were 
taxing  for  Imperial  or  for  local  purposes, 
the  money  must  be  applied  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  people  taxed.   The  Imperial 
taxes  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  people 
whatever  their  religions  belief,  and  local 
taxes  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
of  the  locality  on  the  same  principle. 
In  this  matter  what  was  he  endeaTour- 
ing  to  bring  about?    Hoo.  Members 
knew  that  he  had  always  been  and  was 
extremely  anxious  for  advanced  educa- 
tion in  Ireland.    He  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  results  obtained.    They  wanted 
a  development  of  their  Nationed  Board, 
for  it  had  not  achieved  good  results.  It 
had  been  in  existence  60  years,  and  cer- 
tainlv  had  not  produced  the  results 
which  were  to  have  been  expected.  They 
must,  before  they  could  get  complete 
command  over  their  schools,  have  local 
rating  and  Local  Boards.    He  knew  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  bringing  about 
this  local  rating  and  establishing  these 
Local  Boards.   Many  would  like  to  es- 
tablish them ;  but  would  the  priests  like 
them  ?   No ;  and  if  it  was  attempted  to 
establish  them  great  diffionlties  would 
be  encountered.   But  if  they  could  be 
appointed  he  did  not  doubt  that  they 
would  be  productive  of  great  good  in 
enlisting  local  co-operation.  What  they 
wanted  in  Ireland  was  Local  Boards,  and 
local  oo-operation  in  school  matters. 
They  should  not  always  look  to  the  Qo- 
vernment  for  increasing  aid.    Let  them 
get  the  localities  interested  in  the  ad- 
vance of  education,  and  having  secured 
Ix)cal  Boards  and  local  management,  let 
them  come  to  the  State  for  increased 
aid.   Let  the  Qovemment,  which  tried 
to  advance  eduoalaon,  find  that  ardent 
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local  oo-operation  wlueh  it  willed  to 
find,  and  let  it  discover  those  local  de- 
sires for  the  purposes  of  edoeation 
which  were  so  eeaential,  and  without 
which  the  education  and  enlightenment 
of  the  people  could  not  be  satisfactorilj 
advanced.  An  hon.  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Montagu  Seott)  said  that  on  the 
Vote  the  other  day  they  might  have  de- 
feated the  Government.  He  was  sorry  if 
that  were  so.  If  he  had  been  presonthe 
should  have  voted  with  the  OovemmeBt, 
not  because  he  had  the  least  jealousy  of 
the  purposes  of  eduoatiou  in  Ireland. 
He  md  not  care  whether  education  there 
was  denominational,  or  mixed ;  but  what 
he  did  care  for  was  that  the  State  should 
only  do  its  part,  and  that  the  natum 
should  do  its  part  in  order  to  meet  tiie 
Stato.  Without  that  they  could  not  ex- 
pect to  diffuse  education  over  Inland, 
which  was  so  essential  in  order  to  pro- 
dace  an  industrious  and  useAil  people. 

Mb.  MABUM  said,  that  as  the  Ime  of 
argument  taken  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  and  the  ri^t 
hou.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
seemed  to  be  a  comparison  between  the 
local  aid  given  in  England  and  Scotland 
and  that  given  in  Ireland,  he,  for  his 
part,  should  like  to  draw  some  compari- 
son between  the  resources  from  which 
the  local  aid  was  derived  in  the  two 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  also  used  as  an  aigument  a 
comparison  between  the  local  aid  given 
in  England  and  that  given  in  Iruand. 
When  a  complaint  was  made  of  tiie 
large  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  Consta- 
bulary in  Ireland,  the  right  hon.  Gratie- 
man  had  immediately  dravm  a  oompari* 
son  between  the  amount  spent  on  police 
in  the  counties  of  England  and  the 
amount  spent  in  the  counties  of  Ireland. 
He  (Mr.  Hamm)  declined  to  accept  that 
comparison.  Let  them  compare  &e 
prosperity  of  the  county  of  Kilkemiy — 
the  population  since  1841  had  decreased 
from  202,000  to  99,000,  or  more  than  50 

eer  cent — with  the  prosperity  of  anyBng- 
shoouuty.  Theoouuty  contained  fi08,000 
acres,  of  an  annual  value  of  £343,000. 
Let  them  compare  that  with  any  county 
in  England  of  the  same  area.  Let  them 
compare  the  taxation,  and  then  suppose 
that  the  two  counties  were  brought  into 
the  market,  would  there  be  any  compari- 
son between  either  of  their  relatire  Talnes 
capitalised  ?  He  might  be  told  that  tUq 
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would  give  only  the  fee  simple^  and  that 
that  was  Diualeable  at  that  moment  in 
Ireland.  He  would  take  the  tenancy 
interest  as  a  teat  of  value,  then.  What 
comparison  could  they  draw  between 
the  English  county  and  the  Irish  from  a 
farming  point  of  view  ?  In  Ireland  they 
would  have  to  look  at  the  soil,  at  the 
state  of  the  labour  market,  the  adapta- 
bility of  the  country  to  agricultural  ma- 
chinery, and  the  large  and  important 
question  of  markets.  On  the  latter  point 
alone,  it  would  have  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  they  could  get  a  beast  from  Canada 
to  Manchester  cheaper  than  they  could 
get  one  from  a  Midland  cotmty  in  Ire- 
^d  to  Manchestw.  He  put  these  mat- 
ters simply  to  illustrate  his  argument. 
When  comparisons  were  drawn  between 
the  local  aid  given  in  Eo^and  and  Soot- 
land  and  that  given  in  beland,  they 
must  make  oompariBons  between  the  re- 
BonroeB  of  the  several  oountrieB.  He 
would  d«fy  any  practical  agriculturist  to 
stand  up  in  that  House  and  say  that  any 
comparison  could  possibly  be  made  be- 
tween the  value  of  the  tenanoy  interest 
in  a  county  in  Ireland  and  the  value  of 
the  same  interest  in  an  English  county 
or  a  Scotch  county.  If  he  found  the  fee 
simple  and  the  tenancy  interest  in  such 
disproportion  to  the  valuation,  how,  he 
asked,  if  these  were  the  sources  from 
which  taxation  was  to  be  derivable,  could 
they  come  forward  and  complain  that 
they  did  not  give  as  much  in  aid  as  was 
given  in  England  and  Scotland?  The 
agricultural  value  in  Ireland  was  some- 
where about  £10,500,000— if  they  ex- 
daded  the  towns.  Well,  what  was  the 
local  taxation  in  referenoe  to  that  value  ? 
It  was  £8,500,000— that  wae  to  say,  it 
was  about  S5  per  cent  of  the  actual 
gross  value,  agriculturally  speaking.  If 
uiey  capitalized  the  interest  on  tkat 
£10,500,000,  and  put  it  against  the 
capitalized  interest  on  £10,500,000  of 
property  in  England,  the  result  would 
astonish  the  Committee.  It  would  show 
that  the  local  taxation  of  Ireland  was 
greater  than  that  of  England.  If  he 
Moked  at  the  incidence  of  the  local  taxa- 
tion— in  dealing  with  the  question  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury— as  compared  with  that  of  their 
Impwial  taxation,  he  should  have  to  de- 
tain the  Committee  by  going  into  a  mat- 
ter that  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
LeioesterBhure  (Mr,  Pell)  had  twice 
brought  before  Parliament — ^namely,  the 


^riooltand  interest  of  the  United  Kinf^- 
dom.  The  hon.  Member  £or  South  Xiei- 
cestOTshire  had  twice  brought  forward, 

and  twice  obtained  a  favourable  recep- 
tion for,  a  Besolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  incidence  of  local  taxation  should  be 
regarded  with  reference  to  local  inte- 
rest ;  but  although  that  Besolution  had 
been  twice  carried.  Ministers  had  not 
taken  the  least  notice  of  it.  There  was 
a  Notice  calling  attention  to  the  subject 
on  the  Paper  at  that  moment,  he  be- 
lieved. He  (Mr.  Marum)  wished  to  say 
this  with  regard  to  the  incidence  of  Iocm 
taxation — that  when  the  occasion  arose, 
and  when  a  similar  Motion  was  brought 
forward,  the  Irish  Members  on  their 
side  would  be  perfectly  well  satisfied, 
and  perfectly  wdl  able  to  show  that  the 
indaenoe  of  local  taxation  in  Breland, 
compared  with  the  Imperial  taxation, 
called  much  more  urgently  for  the  con- 
sideration of  that  House  than  did  that  of 
GtresA  Britain.  He  denied  strenuously, 
taking  the  matter  ^  novo,  the  force  of 
the  arguments  of  the  Chief  Secretary, 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  or  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  preceded 
him  (Sir  Lyon  Flayfair).  He  maintained 
that  they  were  in  a  position  here  to  say 
that  if  the  entire  circumstances  were 
taken  into  account,  it  could  be  clearly 
proved  that  in  Ireland  their  local  cinnim* 
stances  were  in  such  a  condition  that  the 
Government  could  not  demand  from  them 
the  same  local  aid  as  they  could  demand 
from  more  favoured  localities  in  other 
parts  of  the  Empire.  He  denied  the 
arguments  of  those  right  hon.  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  in  toto. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULUYAN  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
fiftir),  who  spoke  a  few  minutes  ago,  put 
a  somewhat  familiar  view  of  this  matter 
before  them ;  and  though  it  was  very 
acceptable  to  the  minds  of  the  English 
and  Scotch  Members,  it  was  an  entire 
fallacy — the  whole  of  his  argument.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  argument  was  a 
comparison  between  theamountof  money 
contributed  locally  for  education  in  Ire- 
land and  the  amount  contributed  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  There  was  a  fallacy 
underlying  the  ailment.  The  argu- 
ment went  upon  the  assumption  that 
Ireland  was  able  and  ought  to  contribute 
to  education  in  hke  proportion  to  the 
rest  of  the  United  Kingdom.  He  (Mr. 
Sullivan)  denied  that  altogether.  H« 
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m^ntained  that,  in  proportion  to  her 
vealth,  Ireland  oontnbated  more  than 
England  to  the  oost  of  National  educa- 
tion. He  asserted  that,  even  if  it  were 
not  so,  it  was  England's  boundea  dufy 
to  take  the  whole  burden  of  Nationu 
edooation  in  Ireland  on  her  own  shoul- 
ders. The  wealth  of  England  bad  been 
estimated  to  be,  as  compared  with  that 
of  Ireland,  as  13  to  1.  They  paid  much 
more  in  Ireland  for  National  education 
in  proportion — as  compared  with  Eng- 
land— than  1  to  13.  He  had  heard  the 
Chief  Secretary  say  that  the  pence  con- 
tribution of  the  Irish  children  was,  on 
an  average,  At.,  and  that  of  the  English 
children  6«.  Sorely  4«.  was  a  very  la^e 
proportion  indeed  for  Irish  children  to 
pay,  oonsidering  the  relative  wealth  of 
we  two  countries.  Why  did  England 
expeot  that  Ireland  should  pay  even 
a  larger  proportion,  and  stand  on  a 
level  with  her  in  this  partioalu  mat- 
ter ?  Ensland  robbed  Ireland  of  edu- 
cation when  she  was  educating  her- 
self—  she  made  education  in  Ireland 
penal  for  several  oeuturiea.  How  much, 
then,  did  she  owe  on  that  score  to  the 
Irish  people  P  She  owed  a  debt  she 
would  never  be  able  to  repay.  England 
had  blinded  the  eyes  of  the  minds  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  now,  a  few  genera- 
tions later,  the  people  were  to  be  equal 
in  the  race  of  education  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Some  time  after 
robbing  Ireland  of  education  England 
was  eager  to  give  it  to  her  again — Pro- 
testant education.  She  desired  to  force 
that  on  the  Irish  people ;  but  they  would 
not  have  it,  aad  the  result  was  that  they 
were  left,  in  a  measure,  to  pay  for  edu- 
cation themselves  ont  of  their  own 
pockets.  Did  that  not  keep  up  still 
more  the  charge,  l^e  claim,  they  had 
against  England  on  this  question  of 
education?  Moreover,  there  remained 
this  fact — that,  at  the  present  day— as 
could  be  proved  by  Parliamentary  Re- 
turns— Ireland  was  over-taxed,  and  paid 
a  larger  proportion  to  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer than  was  paid  by  England. 
Ireland,  not  only  in  the  matter  of  edu- 
cation, but  in  many  other  respects, 
was  over-taxed,  over-burdened,  and  op- 
pressed ;  and  yet  it  was  expected  that  in 
this  matter  of  education  tiiey  would  be 
able  to  put  down  pound  for  pound,  and 
penny  for  penny,  in  proportion  with 
wealtiiy  and  opulent  &gland.  More- 
over, the  population  of  Ireland  waa 


divided.  There  was  a  lai^  section  ol 
the  people  hostile  to  Irish  iBterasts  and 
hostile  to  pnblio  edneation,  in  so  far  ao 
it  was  a  really  Natumal  and  Oatholio 
education,  and  from  this  section  they 
got  no  help.  This  section  gave  nothing 
towards  the  general  purposes  of  ednca- 
tion  in  Ireland  ;  any  money  they  had  to 
spend  in  that  way  they  pieferred  to 
spend  on  proselytizing  insitaatiima.  So 
that  Ireland  was  plamd  at  a  sraioos  dia- 
advantage  all  along  the  line  in  this  mat- 
ter. These  oiroumatanoes  deserved  more 
consideration  than  they  got  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  or  from  the 
English  Government,  Whig  or  Tory  as 
the  case  might  be.  Then  he  maintaioed 
that  there  was  not  in  the  whcde  world  a 
people  who  had  to  so  lai^  an  extent 
voluntarily  taxed  themselves  for  por- 
poses  of  education  and  religion  as  the 
Irish  people.  They  had  in  Ireland  to 
support  the  whide  of  theur  deigr.  Thej 
hsid  to  build  their  (^niehes,  war  con- 
vents, their  monasteries,  and  to  do  it  all 
without  any  ohar^  upon  the  British 
Exchequer.  The  EngUah  olei^  were 
paid  out  of  the  money  of  the  State; 
whereas  in  Ireland  there  was  no  daim 
in  that  matter  against  the  State.  Volun- 
tarily, and  of  the  free  hearts  of  the 
people,  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
pounds  were  paid  for  education,  oon- 
veuts,  monasteries,  churches,  and  yet  no 
credit  was  given  to  Ireland  for  that  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentieman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir 
Lyon  Playfair).  Those  facts  should  not 
be  overlooked  in  this  matter.  More- 
over, the  Irish  National  Board  had  never 
been  popular.  Some  surprise  had  been 
expressed  that  in  60  years  a  better  result 
had  not  been  produced.  Why,  it  was 
only  quito  lately  that  th^  had  bees 
forcing  them  to  travel  in  anything  like 
a  national  groove.  For  some  time  this 
Board  was  denounced  by  the  guardians 
of  the  morals  and  the  f  suh  of  the  Irish 
people ;  and  when  the  Ghivemment  ohoee 
to  force  on  a  system  of  education  against 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  was  it  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  operation  of  that 
system  did  not  produce  such  good  resnlte 
as  would  have  been  the  case  under  more 
prosperous  oircnmstanoes  f  All  those 
things  went  to  show  that  on  the  side  of 
the  Irish  people  there  was  no  &ult ;  but 
tiiat  there  was  great  fault  on  the  side 
the  Ghwenunent  of  England  for  endea- 
vouring to  force  an  onpopalar  Bystom  iA 
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edacation  on  a  coantry,  and,  when,  their 
hands  were  somewhat  relaxed  in  that 
respect,  for  starving  the  system,  and 
not  paying  and  maintaining  it  as  they 
ought  to  pay  and  maintain  it.  They 
had  a  discussion  there  some  nights  ago 
aa  to  the  way  in  which  the  National 
School  teachers  were  supported.  The 
Irish  Members  had  proved  that  no  fair 
chance  was  given  to  them  ;  and  he  main- 
tained that  it  was  only  natural  to  think 
that,  under  better  oircametances,  these 
men  would  do  better  than  they  did  now 
under  the  severe  and  unjust  treatment 
they  had  experienced  at  the  hands  of 
the  British  Goremment.  In  every  re- 
ject, in  every  detail,  he  believed  this 
Board  of  Commissioners  had  not  acted 
up  to  the  requirements  of  their  position. 
Indeed,  tiiey  were  not  permitted  or 
enabled  to  so  act  by  the  Goremment 
which  paid  and  maintained  them.  To 
come  to  one  small  particular,  a  Ques- 
tion was  asked  in  that  House  a  few  days 
ago  about  a  sohool  which  had  been 
built  in  a  place  in  Westmeath.  The 
parish  priest  had  built  a  Convent  School 
at  the  cost  of  the  parishioners.  When 
it  was  opened  this  reverend  gentleman 
notified  to  the  National  Board  that  the 
female  National  School  of  the  place 
would  cease  to  exist,  as  all  the  children 
would  naturally  go  to  the  new  Convent 
School,  where  they  would  be  better 
treated,  and  be  in  every  respect  better 
cared  for  than  in  the  National  School. 
The  parish  priest  very  naturally  asked 
that  the  grant  ^ven  in  aid  of  the  old 
National  Sohool  would  go,  with  the 
soholare,  to  the  new  aohool.  7%e  Board 
of  Commiarionan,  when  that  request 
was  made  to  them,  said  they  oould  not 
comply  with  it.  They  said — "  You  must 
first  pay  to  us  the  sum  of  £246,  which 
was  the  amount  expended  on  the  old 
National  School."  The  old  National 
Sohool  was  for  boys  and  girls,  and  the 
new  school  was  for  girls  only;  and  if 
children  chose  to  go  from  the  old  to 
the  new  school  it  was  surely  a  most  un- 
fair thing  to  say  to  the  parishioners  and 
the  parish  priest  that  the  new  school 
should  not  be  organized,  and  should  not 
g;et  a  penny  until  the  Oommissioners 
had  been  refunded  the  large  sum  of 
£246,  which  was  expended  on  the  Na- 
tional Schools  40  years  ago.  The  fact 
waa  that,  nntU  that  amount  had  been 
got  up,  not  one  penny  would  they  allow 
lot  toe  education  of  the  obiidren  in  the 


Convent  8oho(d.  Snoh  was  the  liberality 
and  sense  of  fair  play  and  justice  which 
actuated  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in 
Ireland,  and  those  who  supported  them 
in  this  Parliament.  He  (Mr.  Sullivan) 
had  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  say  that  the  pay- 
ments in  Ireland  ought  to  be  by  results. 
Well,  the  nuns  would  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied to  get  payment  by  results,  if  it  could 
be  done  by  examining  the  children  only ; 
but  it  could  not ;  the  nuns  would  have 
to  subject  themselves  to  examination  by 
School  Inspectors  before  they  could  ob- 
tain these  payments,  and  that  they  ob- 
jected to.  The  nuns  did  not  get  the 
results  whuih  were  fairly  earned  by 
them.  The  whole  system  practised  in 
Ireland  was  unfair  luid  unjust,  and  cer- 
tainly the  oontention  that  they  were  not 
doing  their  duty  in  that  country,  be- 
cause, in  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
they  did  not  lay  down  pound  for  pound 
and  shilling  for  ahilling  with  England 
and  Scotland,  was  unfair  and  unjust. 
That  contention  was  unjust,  because  of 
the  greater  poverty  of  Ireland  than 
England  and  Scotland,  because  of  the 
manner  in  which  England  had  put  a 
stop  to  all  educational  progress  in  Ire- 
land in  years  gone  by,  and  because  of 
the  large  amount  of  voluntary  contribu- 
tion paid  by  the  people  of  Ireland  for 
purposes  intimately  connected  with  mo- 
rality, enlightenment,  and  education. 
All  these  things  went  fin- nothing.  Th^ 
had  a  Bule  of  Three  sum  proposed  to 
them  by  the  Government,  a  sum  in 
which  these  things  should  not  be  pro- 
posed. A  Tory  strong  case  for  consi- 
deration had  been  put  forward  by  the 
Irish  Members — ^for  consideration  which 
they  did  not  get.  He  was  sorry  to  see 
the  way  in  which  the  Government  met 
their  statements. 

Me.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
the  only  address  which  had  been  de- 
livered to  the  Committee  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Government 
Benches  was  that  they  had  heard 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  TTniversity  of  Edin- 
bui^h  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair) ;  but  to  all 
who  listened  to  him  he  must  have 
seemed  more  like  deliveringan  inaugural 
address  as  a  newly-dected  Hector  of  a 
University,  than  making  a  speech  in 
Committee  of  Supply  in  the  House  o( 
Oommons,  so  professional  in  tone  waa 
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he,  and  so  ezhortatiTe  of  good  behavionr 
OD  the  part  of  the  Iriah  people.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  entirely  evaded 
the  queetion  which  the  Irish  Members 
Tished  to  press  on  the  attention  of 
Parliament.  The  question  was  not  one 
of  the  incidenoe  of  local  taxation,  or 
local  effort  in  aid  of  education ;  but  it 
was  the  present  insufficiency  of  the  pay- 
ments made  to  the  National  School 
teachers  in  Ireland.  How  did  the  right 
hon.  Qeatleman  attempt  to  meet  that 
point?  He  said  the  Government  had 
agreed  to  establish  Denominational 
Training  Colleges  in  Ireland,  such  m 
were  established  in  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  and  he  had  said  that  when  these 
Colleges  had  been  at  votk  for  some 
years  then  they  would  have  a  staff  of 
teaohera  in  Ireland  who  would  be  able 
to  have  a  better  classification  fmd  to 
earn  higher  rates  of  salary,  and  who, 
being  better  qualified,  would  also  earn 
increased  results  and  enable  the  childreu 
to  secure  increased  attainments.  That 
might  be  all  very  true ;  but  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  salaries  of  the 
present  teachers.  The  Training  Colleges 
might  hereafter  turn  out  a  very  efficient 
staff  for  teaching  purposes ;  but  the 
existing  teachero  would  not  benefit  one 
iota  by  the  higher  standard  which  was 
to  be  attained  hereafter  by  their  succes- 
sors. The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  entirely  evaded  the  point  at 
issue.  No  answer  had  been  attempted 
by  the  Government — ^the  Government 
did  not  make  an  appearance  of  (wnoem- 
ing  itself  to  understand  the  Vote.  The 
Secretanr  to  the  Treasury  sat  there,  as 
he  was  bound  by  his  Office  to  do,  with 
a  volume  of  the  Estimates  before  him ; 
but  he  knew  nothing  about  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Irish  Education  Depart- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  knew  himself 
that  he  did  not  possess  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  deal  properly 
with  this  subject.  Sitting  next  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland.  He  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  wondered  what  English  Mem- 
bers would  think  if,  in  place  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  (Mr.  Mundella),  they 
were  to  see  in  charge  of  the  English 
Education  Votes,  and  directed  to  expound 
or  defend  them,  the  English  Attorney 
General  or  the  English  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral?  Why,  Engluh  Members  would 

Mr.Jrthur  O'Comwr 


simply  refuse  to  aoospt  the  Ghmnmneoi 
Estimate.   They  would  refuse  to  pus 
it  without  a  much  better  explanation 
and  defence  than  either  of  those  officials 
would  be  likely  to  give.    The  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  sat  on  the  Front 
Bench  loyally  enough  to  do  what  service 
he  could  in  the  matter ;   but  it  was 
entirely  beyond  his  province  even  to 
explain  this  Yote  and  what  took  place 
in  connection  with  it  from  one  year's 
end  to  another.    The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  sat  there  merely,  perhaps, 
because  he  thought  there  should  be  at 
least  one  Representative  of  some  portion 
of  the  Irish  Executive  present.  Well, 
he  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  was  bound  to  say 
that,  under  these  circumstaDcee,  the 
position  of  an  Irish  Member  disoossiiic 
these  Irish  Votes  was  not  only  painful, 
but  cynically  painful.   It  made  a  man 
feel  that  he  came  to  the  House  simply 
because  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so,  and  not 
because  it  was  of  any  use — that  he  came 
simply  because  Ireland  called  him,  just 
as  he  would  shoulder  a  musket  if  she 
called  upon  him  to  do  it.    He  was 
unable  to  do  effective  work.    He  met,  as 
representing  the  Government,  a  Gentle- 
man who  could  not  be  a  master  of 
the  Estimate  he  had  to  propose  to  the 
Conmiittee.    It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
was  not  treating  the  Irish  Members — 
it  was  not  treating  the  people  of  Ireland 
— it  was  not  treating  the  interests  of 
Ireland  with  that  respect  which  the 
Government  ought  to  show,  bringing  oa 
Estimates  of  such  immense  consequence 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Irish  people,  with- 
out even  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  being  in  his  place.  WeU, 
that  being  the  ease,  the  temptation  was 
strong  on  one  not  to  say  a  word  on  the 
Vote  at  all ;  but  simply  to  refuse  assent 
to  it — to  divide  against  it  as  a  whole. 
Yet  one  hardly  liked  to  do  that,  becaosa 
it  would  seem  that  they  were  not  even 
giving  expression  to  the  feelings  of 
dissatisfaction  and  grievance  which  they 
knew  to  be  very  strong  in  the  country. 
He  would  not  weary  &e  Committee  by 
adding  to  what  had  been  said  on  the 
question  of  the  pension  and  paj  of  the 
teachers;  but  he  would  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  if  he  oould  say  what 
the  Irish  Government  proposed  to  do,  or 
proposed  to  submit,  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  assistant  teachers?  Th^ 
were  olassed  by  examination ;  but  whe* 
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ther  they  came  out  in  the  third  class, 
or  the  second  class,  or  the  first  class,  they 
could  receive  pay  only  as  third  class 
teachers.  That  was  a  grievance  which 
had  been  repeatedly  urged  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  he  had 
never  yet  heard  that  the  Quvemment 
had  arrived  at  any  decision  with,  regard 
to  it.  Then  there  was  another  ques- 
tion about  books  and  school  apparatus. 
The  Department  required  schoolmaeters 
throughout  the  country  to  furnish  them- 
selves,  out  of  the  present  payments, 
with  books  and  school  apparatus,  and 
the  articles  which  they  got  for  cash  pay- 
ments they  had  to  retail,  generally  at 
considerable  loss  to  themselves,  to  the 
children  in  the  schools  which  they  had 
under  their  charge.  The  teachers  had 
repeatedly  asked  to  be  allowed  the  ordi- 
nary trade  discount — some  10  percent — 
in  order  that  they  might  be  protected 
from  loss.  It  had  never  been  allowed. 
And  so  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
headings  in  the  Estimate  substantial 
ground  was  found  for  questioning  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
the  treatment  which  they  thought  fit  to 
mete  out  to  the  unfortunate  starvelings 
who  were  in  the  position  of  teachers  in 
]beland.  But  he  would  not  go  through 
the  melandioly  catalc^e.  lie  proposed 
to  more  a  reduction  in  the  first  division 
of  the  Vote  under  the  head  of  "  Ad- 
ministration." The  first  head  "A" 
amounted  to  £26,262,  and  he  proposed 
to  reduce  that  by  £10,000,  on  a  ground 
different  to  any  he  had  hitherto  men- 
tioned. The  administration  of  this  Vote 
was  in  the  hands  of  men  who  had  drawn 
up  certain  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
conduct  of  work  of  the  Department  and 
the  regulation  of  the  teachers,  and  it  was 
the  puicy  of  these  Rules  that  he  was 
prepared  to  challenge.  And  first,  in  re- 
mra  to  the  g^nts  which,  under  these 
Bules,  were  given  for  building  schools. 
He  was  perfectly  well  aware  that  there 
was  no  grant  in  this  Tote  for  building, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  could  not  object 
to  any  money  which  was  allowed  for 
building,  neither  did  he  propose  to  do  so ; 
but  he  objected  to  the.  Oonunissioners— 
the  Beudent  Commissioner  and  the  Se- 
cretary— who  had  the  policy  of  this  De- 
partment in  their  hands,  and  the  reason, 
or  one  of  the  reasons,  why  he  proposed 
the  reduction,  was  that  they  did  not 
treat  with  even  the  semblance  of  fair- 
ness a  vary  large  propOTti<m  of  the 


schools  throughout  the  country.  Now, 
these  schools  were  of  two  descriptions. 
Some  were  called  "  vested  "  and  some 
"  non-vested."  Of  the  Vested  Schools, 
some  were  vested  in  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  and  others  were 
vested  in  local  Trustees  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  maintfuned  as  National 
Schools.  Now,  the  Commissioners  gave 
grants  to  Vested  Schools.  They  paid,  for 
instance,  the  whole  of  the  expense  of 
building  schools  whidi  were  vested  in 
thenu^es ;  and  with  regard  to  schools 
which  were  vested  in  local  Trustees, 
under  Rule  17  of  the  Rules  of  this  year, 
the  grant  amounted  to  two-thirds  for 
any  total  estimate  between  £300  or  £400 
and  £1,200.  In  bis  county  there  was  a 
school  vested  in  local  Trustees— a  school 
of  which  the  parish  priest  was  the 
manager.  The  parish  priest,  by  dint  of 
very  great  exertion,  much  self-sacrifice, 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  poor  people 
of  the  district,  had  kept  his  schools 
going,  and  had  paid  each  of  his  staff. 
The  staff  was  classified  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  National  Commission ;  out 
the  place  being  poor  the  priest  was  not 
able  to  secure  a  secular  staff  sufficiently 
large  for  the  needs  of  the  school,  uid, 
looking  about  him,  he  decided  to  solicit 
the  assistance  of  some  broths  living  in 
a  monastery  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. These  brothers,  not  priests,  but 
men  who  had  devoted  their  lives  to 
works  of  charity,  seeing  the  difficulty 
in  which  the  priest  was  placed,  accepted 
his  invitation,  and  assisted  by  supple- 
menting the  secular  staff  of  the  school. 
Well,  when  an  application  was  made 
by  the  manager  to  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  for  the  grant  of  two- 
thirds  which,  accordingto  the  Rules,  was 
claimable  for  schools  vested  in  local 
Trustees,  he  was  met  by  a  r^usal.  The 
reason  of  the  refusal  was  that  in  his 
school  he  had  a  religious  man  or  reli- 
gious men  teaching.  It  was  of  no  con- 
sequence that  all  Uie  RiUes  were  com- 
plied with ;  that  the  school  was  efficient ; 
that  the  teachers  were  dassified,  and 
had  obtained  certificates  fk^m  the  Com- 
missioners, and  that  they  were  duly 
qualified  for  the  work  of  teaching ;  the 
very  fact  that  there  were  in  that  school 
teachers  who  were  monks  precluded  it 
from  obtaining  a  grant.  He  maintained 
that  this  was  an  instance  of  bigotry 
against  a  Catholic  institution  which 
woold  be  disgraceful  in^y  country, 
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but  vhieh  in  a  coontry  whioh  was  itself 

Gatholio  was  almost  incredible.  The 
Resident  CommiBsioner,  he  was  bound  to 
say,  had  expressed  his  regret  at  the  state 
of  thinn;  but  stated  that  while  the 
present  Bules  existed  he  was  unable  to 
^iTe  any  assistance,  and  the  only  way 
in  which  assistance  could  be  obtained 
was  by  diemisting  the  monks.  The 
parish  priest  who  gave  thia  infonnation 
said — 

*<Thii,  of  cotute,  I  declined  to  do,  for  the 
monk*  in  qawtion  were  men  who  had  actually 
received  certjficatea  from  the  Oommianonen 
themselvee  as  qoalifiod  teachers." 

He  added — 

<*  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  school,  for  want  of 
QoTomment  aanstance,  U  hardly  in  a  state  to 
jnstify  it  in  being  used  as  a  school." 

It  was  tumbling  all  to  pieces ;  the  priest 
had  no  means  oi  building  another,  and 
the  Oommiaaioners  refiued  to  gire  him 
aid.   This  priest  went  on  to  say — 

"  These  Bolea  were  made  at  a  time  when  the 
Commissionen  were  hostile  to  Catholic  educa- 
tion, and  when  it  was  declared  by  Arcfabiehop 
Whateley  that  Catholic  education  would  be  one 
of  tte  moot  effectual  means  of  undermining  the 
religiuna  instincts  of  the  people.  They  wanted 
to  throw  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  children 
fitting  into  the  hands  of  religious  oommunitiee. 
They  are  not  now  so  bigoted." 

He  (Mr.  A.  O'Oonnor)  hoped  that  they 
were  not.  Up  to  the  year  1855  monks 
were  allowed  to  teaoh  io  the  schools  and 
to  be  classified;  but  after  the  year  1855 
until  Tery  recently  they  were  not  allowed 
to  become  classified  at  all.  In  the  days 
of  the  late  Chief  Seoretaxy,  the  r^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bradford 
(Mr.  W.  £.  Forster),  on  representations 
which  were  made  to  him,  the  Bules 
were  ohuiged,  so  that  the  members  of 
religious  communities  were  admitted  to 
olawificatiou  as  teachws ;  but  although 
the  grieranoe  was  in  that  way  partly  re- 
moved, and  the  teachers  were  allowed 
to  remain,  the  injustice  in  reference  to 

f rants  for  buildings  was  not  removed, 
ut  it  had  remained  to  the  present  day. 
The  Commissioners  themselves  were 
fully  aware  of  the  injustice.  The  Besi- 
dent  Commisaioner  had  written  to  sug- 
gest a  mode  of  evading  the  Hules  ;  but 
nothing  had.  been  done  to  alter  them. 
He  thought  if  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
have  been  present  the  Committee  might 
probably  have  heard  sometiiing  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  about  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  tdter  the 
Bules,  because  he  had  pnmiised  to  look 

Mr,  Arikwr  Cf  Conner 


into  the  midtor  when  it  was  brought 
before  him  some  time  ago ;  but  in  the 
absence  of  the  right  hon.  GentLeman  how 
were  they  to  know  what  the  intentions 
of  the  Commissioners  were  ?  Then  tlierd 
was  another  matter  upon  which,  as  well, 
the  Chief  Secretary  might  have  been  of 
use  if  he  had  been  present — ^namely,  in 
regard  to  the  payment  made  to  the 
nims  as  teachers.  The  nims  in  Ireland 
were  unquestionably  the  best  teachers 
the  people  had,  and  that  was  a  fact 
which  had  long  been  recognized  by  al- 
most every  Inspector  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  Appendix  to  the  last  Be- 
port  which  he  had  opened  casually  con- 
tained a  paragraph  stating  that  in  eight 
Convent  Schools  the  average  attendance 
was  1 ,347 ;  the  teaching  staff  consisted 
of  40  nuns  and  36  paid  masters;  tiie 
scholars  were  of  a  h^her  class  than 
those  in  the  ordinary  schools  ;  and  the 
Inspectors  reported  that  they  had  no 
doubt  the  Convent  Schools  wrae  the  best 
in  the  district,  far  surpassing  the  ordi- 
nary schools  in  the  supply  of  books, 
whUe  the  class  rooms  were  of  a  superior 
class,  better  kept  and  regiilated ;  and, 
considering  the  higher  education  of  the 
nuns,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Bo- 
man  Catholic  children  made  more  rapid 
progress  than  those  of  any  other  aohooL 
A  wholesome  tone  of  discipline  pervaded 
all  of  them,  and  in  many  of  them  the 
children  were  learning  extra  subjects. 
The  same  kind  of  testimony  was  given 
by  every  one  of  the  Inspectors  through- 
out the  country.  He  held  in  his  hmid 
a  copy  of  the  Inspector's  Beport  in  re- 
gard to  Einsale,  and  it  was  of  saeh  a 
favoorable  ohaxiaoter  that  anyone  in- 
terested in  Boho(d  management  would 
take  an  interest  in  reading  it.  The 
total  number  of  papils  in  the  school,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Sheehy's  Beport,  was 
756;  uie  teaching  power  was  ample. 
The  average  attendance  was  large,  and 
there  were  20  teachers  giving  instruc- 
tion in  literary  subjects,  and  one  in  in- 
dustrial pursuits.  There  were  also  seven 
monitresses  belonging  to  the  echooL 
He  believed  that  aU  the  ladies  who 
taught  in  this  school  were  highly  quali- 
fied as  regarded  their  acquirements, 
method  of  teaching,  and  skill  in  orga- 
nization. The  Beport  of  the  Inspector 
stated  that  the  lady  who  had  the  chief 
charge  of  the  school  and  directed  the 
entire  education  of  the  children  and  the 
training  of  yonng  nuns  was  snperior  to 
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anyone  connected  with  the  Middle  Schools 
in  educational  attainments.  So  far  as 
ttie  results  were  concerned,  the  first  class 
were  taught  to  read  and  spell,  to  explain 
words,  and  th^  answered  questions  in 
geogpraphy  yeiy  well ;  the  second  class 
answered  every  question  ;put  to  them 
extremely  well,  while  the  higher  classes 
were  very  smart  in  composition,  history, 
elementary  astronomy,  pbysiolo^,  and 
deotrii^ty.  It  miuei  be  borne  in  mind  that 
fhis  was  an  elementary  school.  The 
fifth  class,  which  conosted  of  the  moni- 
treeses  and  other  advanced  pupils,  were 
thoroughly  well-organized,  and  attended 
public  lectures  on  educational  subjects 
in  Dublin  and  elsewhere.  The  Inspector 
reported — 

"  Their  answers  in  questionB  relating  to 
eloctricitv  Eiimplj^  aBtonished  me.  They  appeared 
to  be  qmte  familiar  with  the  apparatus,  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  if  time  had  permitted,  would  have 
been  able  to  make  simple  experimentB  with  it.  * ' 

The  Report  went  on  to  show  the  treat- 
ment of  the  children  in  this  Convent 
School,  and  the  amount  of  attention  the 
nuns  paid  to  the  development  of  the  in- 
dustry of  the  district.  Work  executed 
under  thrar  superintendence  had  been 
sent  for  exhibition  both  to  London, 
Dublin,  and  New  York.  The  Beport  in 
zeferenoe  to  this  sdiool  was  very  long ; 
but  it  was  extremdy  interesting  and 
valuable,  and  well  worU^  of  perusal. 
He  was  sorry  that  he  was  unable  to  take 
out  all  the  salient  points  it  contuned ; 
but  it  would  take  up  too  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Oommittee,  and  he  was  re- 
luctantly compelled  to  pass  many  things 
by  which  he  would  have  liked  to  bring 
before  the  Committee.  It  must,  however, 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Report  from 
which  he  had  been  quoting  was  simply 
that  of  one  of  the  Irish  Convent  Schools. 
Something  of  the  same  kind  was  re- 
ported from  almost  every  part  of  Ireland. 
KeveKtheless,  what  was  the  actual  fact? 
Why,  that  ti^  nuns  in  Ireland  were  not 
allowed  payment  such  as  was  given  to 
the  tea<we»  in  all  the  other  schools. 
The  veiT  fact  that  they  were  nuns  pre- 
eluded  daem  from  obtaining  that  amount 
of  payment  which  they  would  have  re- 
ceived if  they  had  not  been  nuns.  He 
ooiUd  not  at  that  moment  put  his  hands 
upon  the  passage ;  but  there  was  one 
striking  instance  given  to  show  the  dif- 
ference which  was  made  between  the 
nuns  and  other  teachers.  Taking  schools 
with  an  average  attendance  of  100,  the 


lay  teachers  would  have  £68 ;  the  as- 
sistant and  third  class  teachers  £27  10s., 
and  two  monitresses  £9  each,  making 
£103  10«.  in  all.  But  in  the  case  of  the 
Convent  Schools  no  salaries  were  paid 
either  to  the  nuns  or  to  their  asisstants, 
and  the  only  allowanoe  was  to  the  moni- 
tresses— namely,  three  at  £9  each,  mak- 
ing £27  altwf^er,  and  a  ouiitation 
grant  of  £20  for  every  100  sohouu-s — or 
at  the  rate  of  4<.  a-head,  with  the  re- 
muneration to  the  monitress,  making 
£47.  Thus,  while  the  lay  teachers  in 
an  ordinary  school  received  £103  10«.  a 
year,  in  the  Convent  Schools  the  allow- 
ance was  only  £47,  or  less  than  one- 
half.  When  the  Committee  took  into 
consideration  the  very  low  rate  of  pay 
which  even  lay  teachers  in  Ireland  got 
as  compared  with  the  teachers  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  the  absolutely  ridicu- 
lous remuneration  given  to  the  nuns  in 
Convent  Schools  demanded  at  once  se- 
rious attention  at  the  hands  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  When,  some  time 
ago,  he  had  brought  the  matter  under  the 
notice  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  promised  that  he  would 
inquire  into  it,  and  had  led  him  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  to  suppose  that  when  the  pre- 
sent Vote  came  on  for  discussion  ha 
would  hear  something  of  what  the  in- 
teotions  of  the  Oommissioners'were  upon 
the  snbjeot.  He  was  a&oid  that  in  the 
absence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  be 
would  appeal  in  vain  to  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
matter  now  stood ;  and  he  very  much 
doubted  whether  ihe  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land would  have  any  more  information 
to  give.  But,  assuming  that  no  alteration 
had  been  made  in  the  Bules  or  in  the 
administration  of  this  Vote  in  this  very 
important  particular,  he  would  beg  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £10,000  in  reference  to  the 
charge  for  administration. 

Thb  OHAIBMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  object  to  the  whole  Vote?  He 
does  not  specify  to  what  partiouhir  item 
in  the  Vote  his  Motion  would  apply. 

Mb,  AETHini  O'CONNOR :  order 
that  I  may  not  preclude  any  further  re- 
duction being  moved  on  any  subsequent 
item,  I  will  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  £25,568,  being  the  amount  of 
the  salaries  and  wages  for  the  Office  in 
Dublin,  which  forms  the  first  item  of 
the  Vote.  ^  , 
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Motion  made,  and  QuoBtion  proposed, 

X  Tliat  the  Item  of  £25,668,  for  Balaries  and 
Waged,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote." 
— {Mr  Arthur  O^Comnir.) 

The  SOLIOITOE  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor),  daring  the  course  of  his 
speech,  appealed  to  him,  and  su^ested 
that  it  was  somewhat  strange  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Mr.  IVerelyan)  should 
be  absent  apon  this  occasion.  The  right 
hoD.  Gentieman  was  not  absent  through 
any  fault  of  his  own ;  he  was  anxious 
and  desirous  to  take  part  in  the  ^scus- 
ston  of  every  important  Irish  question, 
and  to  listen  to  the  iriews  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen from  Ireland,  who  eat  below  the 
Gangway  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House.  Unfortunately,  the  cause  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemau's  absence  was  be- 
yond  his  control.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  been  most  unremitting  in 
his  attention  to  the  Business  of  his 
Office,  and  for  a  long  time  he  had  been 
suffering  from  indisposition.  He  (Mr. 
Walker)  was  quite  sure  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  had  known 
all  these  circumstances,  he  would  scarcely 
have  attributed  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman a  desire  to  purposely  absent  him- 
aelf  from  this  discussion.  They  must 
remember  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  present  the  other  evening  when  this 
Bubjeot  was  before  the  House,  and  that 
he  made  a  very  useful  ocmtribntion  to 
the  debate  whioh  then  took  place,  em- 
bradng  in  his  speech  most  of  the  points 
whioh  had  been  advanced  to-night.  He 
(Mr.  Walker)  could  not  allow  the  obser- 
vations of  the  hon.  Member  to  pass  by 
without  acquainting  the  Committee  with 
the  real  reasons  of  the  absence  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend.  Now,  everybody 
admitted  that  the  subject  which  was 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  a  most  important  one,  inas- 
much as  the  cause  of  education  con- 
cerned not  only  the  Irish  people,  but 
every  people.  The  payment  of  teaijhers 
was  a  serious  branch  of  the  subject, 
because  if  teachers  were  not  paid  enough 
it  was  not  alone  the  teachers  themselves, 
but  Uie  cause  of  education,  which  suf- 
fered. It  was  admitted  that  the  present 
system  of  eduoation  in  Ireland  had 
failed  to  produce  the  results  whioh  were, 
at  all  events,  looked  for.  Both  the  late 
Government  and  the  present  GK>vem- 


menthad  agreed  that  in  the  improve- 
ment of  Irish  education  money  was 
not  everything.  It  had  been  felt  that 
the  cause  of  education  would  be  pro- 
moted all  the  more  by  importing  amongst 
the  great  body  of  teachers  zeal  and 
stimulus,  than  that  education  should  be 
supported  entirely  by  the  State.  It  had 
been  felt  that  every  stimulus  should  be 
offered  to  Local  Bodies  to  promote  educa- 
tion. The  Bill  that  was  introduced  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Gloucestershire  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  failed,  it  was  said,  beoanse 
the  voluntary  test  was  ofiFered,  and  thai 
test  had  already  broken  down.  The 
result  of  the  voluntary  test  was  summed 
up  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Univeraity  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  when  he  said 
that  £14,726  was  the  total  of  the  volun- 
tary contributiooe.  The  compulsory 
scheme  had  been  suggested,  and  it  was 
shadowed  forth  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  that,  as  the  compulsory 
system  had  been  successful  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  it  might  with  advan- 
tage be  applied  to  Ireland.  It  had  been 
argued  that  if  local  contributions  could 
be  given  to  the  great  cause  of  Irish 
education,  they  would  supply  the  zeal 
and  stimulus  which  certainly  were  want- 
ing, and  that  they  would  also  supply 
one  of  the  demands  in  the  present  sys- 
tem which  hon.  Members  had  alluded  to 
— namely,  that  ^ey  had  not  that  com- 

Slete  control  over  education  that  they 
esired  to  have.  The  greatw  the  local 
oontribations  were,  l£e  more  reason 
there  would  be  to  extend  control  to  the 
people.  For  these  reasons,  it  had  been 
thought  it  would  not  be  at  all  undesir- 
able to  give  the  system  a  trial.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr. 
A.  O'Connor)  called  attention  to  the 
alteration  of  the  Rules,  and  had  referred 
to  what  the  Chief  Secretary  had,  on  a 
previous  occasion,  said  upon  the  subject. 
He  (Mr.  Walker)  would  undertake  to 
communicate  with  his  right  hon.  Friend 
on  the  matter;  and  he  was  persuaded 
that  if  the  right  hon.  GenUeraan  had 
made  any  promise  upon  the  subject  he 
would  f  ulSl  it.  There  was  another  mat- 
ter to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's 
County  referred,  and  that  was  the  snp- 
ort  which  was  given  to  schools  oon- 
ucted  under  the  National  system  by 
nuns.  He  (Mr.  Walker)  knew  some- 
thiug  of  Ireland,  and  he  entirely  agreed 
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with  everything  that  had  been  said  by 
hon.  Members  in  regard  to  the  schools 
in  charge  of  nuns.  Those  ladies  had 
naturally  no  other  object  than  the  proper 
training  of  the  children  confided  to  their 
care ;  and  he  had  seen  schools  managed 
by  them  in  a  way  which  would  do  credit 
to  any  managers.  No  doubt  the  present 
educational  system  wassuoh  that  thenuns 
had  not  derived  all  the  advantage  others 
had.  Being  religious,  they  could  not 
conform  to  the  Bules  other  persons 
could.  No  doubt,  when  the  nrstem 
shadowed  forth  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(llr.  Trevelyan)  oame  in  force,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  nuns  of  Ireland  In  charge  of 
National  Schools  would  be  greatly  im- 
proved. He  (Mr.  Walker)  did  not 
expect  his  contribution  to  this  debate 
would  be  of  any  great  advantage  ;  and, 
therefore,  he  regretted  very  much  the 
absence  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman knew  the  subject  perfectly ;  he 
devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  it  be- 
fore he  went  to  Ireland,  and  he  had 
xnade  himself  master  of  it  during  the 
years  he  had  been  at  the  Irish  Office. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  deeply  re- 
gretted his  absence ;  and,  from  personal 
communication  he  (Mr.  Walker)  had 
had  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
day,  he  could  say  that  nothing  gave  the 
OMef  SeoretaxT  more  personal  annoy- 
ance than  that  ciroumstanoeB  over 
which  he  had  no  control  should  have 
prevented  him  being  present'  in  the 
House  that  night. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  they  all  shared 
the  regret  expressed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  at  the  absence 
oi  the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
from  that  debate  that  night.  The  word 
"national"  was  simply  out  of  place 
when  used  in  respect  to  the  educational 
system  of  Ireland.  The  people  of  Ire- 
land were  very  much  attached  to  deno- 
minational education,  and  he  always 
preferred  to  use  the  word  "  freedom  "  of 
education  instead  of  denominational. 
Education  was  not  free  if  there  was  oom- 
pulsorily  withheld  anything  which  the 
people  wi^ed  to  learn.  He  was  not 
educated  as  he  desired,  and  his  children 
were  not  educated  as  he  desired,  if, 
agunst  his  wiU,  subjects  which  he  held 
sacred  were  withhold  from  him  and  his 
children.  It  was  well  that  they  should 
compare  the  law  which  regulated  edu- 
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cation  in  Scotland  and  that  which  regu* 
lated  education  in  Ireland.  Scotland 
was  truly  religious,  but  it  was  not  Ca- 
tholic; and  yet  in  Scotland  the  Catholic 
people,  who  were  but  the  few  amongst 
the  many,  could  have  denominational 
schools  perfectly  free  to  practise  all  those 
things,  and  to  observe  all  those  things 
they  held  dear,  providing  they  satisfied 
the  State  as  to  the  secular  instruction 
given.    He  held  in  his  hand  the  Scotch 
Education  Act,  and  he  found  that  in  that 
Act  Parliamentary  grant  might  be  made 
to  the  managers  of  any  sdhool  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Scotch  Education  De- 
partment, efficiently  contributed  to  the 
secular  education  of  the  parish  or  buivh 
in  which  the  school  was  situated.  He 
could  not  for  the  life  of  him  see  what 
justice  or  fair  dealing  should  enable  this 
country  to  pass  a  law  so  consonant  with 
the  religious  feeling  of  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people  of  Scotland  and  with  the 
small  minority  of  Catholic  feeling  in 
Scotland,  and,  at  the  same  time,  refuse  to 
pass  a  law  in  sympathy  with  the  feeling 
of  the  multitudes  of  Catholics  in  Ireland. 
Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  I^oa  Flayfair)  on  eveiy 
possible  occasion  read  the  Irish  people 
very  emphatic,  very  severe,  and,  as  he 
(Mr.  Dawson)  maintained,  very  unjust 
lectures.    That  was  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's peculiar  fort$.    If  his  sbictures 
were  just,  he  (Mr.  Dawson)  should  cer- 
tainly not  wince  under  them ;  but  they 
were  not  just.   The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  fond  of  comparing  the  amount 
of  aid  contributed  to  education  in  Ire- 
land with  that  contributed  towards  the 
same  object  in  England.   Now,  in  finan- 
cial arrangements  it  had  been  set  down 
that  Ireland  should  only  pay  in  the  pro- 
portion of  2  in  17.     Ireland  had  not 
got  richer  since  that  arrangement  was 
made ;   but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  shut  his  eyes  to  that  extra- 
ordinary and  important  fact.    The  sys- 
tem of  education  in  Ireland  was  called 
national ;  but  it  was  not  national.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  opinions  of  the  vast  majorilr 
the  people  of  Ireland,  who  refused  to 
join  the  system  becatue  it  outraged  their 
feelings.   Who  provided  the  thonsandB 
and  thousands  of  pounds  in  Ireland  for 
the  Denominational  Schools  ?  Why,  the 
poor  people  of  Ireland  out  of  their 
poverty.   The  nuns  took  ft.  portion  of 
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the  QoTernment  grant ;  though  they  had 
proved  by  their  results  that  they  had 
achieved  the  great  object  of  teaching, 
they  were  only  allowed  a  small  grant 
because  they  could  not  comply  with  the 
regulation,  which  they  did  not  think 
convenient  to  their  close  order  and  re- 
tirement, which,  however,  in  no  way  de- 
tracted from  the  character  of  their  io- 
struotion.    Who  supplied  their  schools, 
th^r  magnificent  convents,  and  resi- 
dential places  ?   The  Catholic  people  of 
Ireland ;  and  yet  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  forgot  all  that,  and  shut  out 
from  his  vision  figures  showing  these 
facts.    It  was  a  computation  which  did 
not  exceed  the  bounds  of  possibility 
that  withiQ  the  last  20  years,  two  de- 
cades of  the  utmost  adversity,  two  de- 
cades which  would  not  occur  again  owing 
to  the  legislation  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  Irish  people  had,  for  the 
purposes  of  religious  instruction,  ex- 
pended out  of  their  poverty  £4,000,000 
or  £5,000,000,    The  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  had  said  that 
the  religious  element  was  one  of  great 
difficulty.     It  was  aroused,  certainly, 
when  it  was  insulted  and  outraged.  The 
other  day  he  visited  a  little  Catholic 
school  in  Carlow.    There  was   not  a 
non-Catholic  within  20  miles ;  but  he 
found  that  all  the  religious  emblems  had 
been  looked  up  for  fear  the  Inspector, 
looking  in  suddenly,  should  see  them. 
There  was  a  mural  slab  in  the  school 
recounting  the  worth  of  a  former  parish 
priest,  the  inscription  concluding  with 
the  words—"  Gkid  rest  his  soul."  That 
slab  had  to  be  covered  up,  because  it  was 
against  the  Bules  that  such  an  inscrip- 
tion should  be  displayed.   Those  were 
trifles ;  but  they  went  to  make  life  miser- 
able, and  to  make  the  educational  system 
exceedingly  unpalatable  to  the  people. 
Now,  it  had  been  said  that  the  teachers 
in  Ireland  were  inferior  to  those  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.    To  say  that  was  veiy 
like  adding  insult  to  injury.    The  Irish 
Members  spent  hours  the  other  night 
showing  how  poorly  the  Irish  teachers 
were  paid,  and  yet  how  proficient  in 
their  art  they  were  expected  to  be.  They 
were  paid  £57  a-year,  or  only  half  what 
the  English  teacher  got ;  and  they  were 
given  none  of  the  social  position  a 
teadier  should  be  surrounded  with.  It 
was  to  the  credit  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  that  he  had  commenced  to  stem 
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the  torrent  of  injustice  by  providing 
Training  Colleges.    It  was  only  the 
other  day  that  there  were  no  Training 
Colleges  in  Ireland.    There  were,  how- 
ever, now ;  and  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair) 
would  acknowledge,  when  he  came  to 
consult  the  statistics,  how  badly  the 
teachers  were  paid.    If  the  teachers  had 
worked  under  the  same  conditions  as 
the   English  teachers,  and  had  then 
failed  to  achieve  proper  results,  the  rigfht 
hoD.  Gentleman  might  have  come  for- 
ward,  and  with  some  ground  passed  cen- 
sure upon  the  condition  of  Irish  educa- 
^on.    Now,  he  (Mr.  Dawson)  entirely 
approved  of  compulsory  attendance ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  that  th^  would  never 
be  able  to  secure  a  proper  attendance  if 
the  religious  sentiments  of  the  people 
were  trampled  under  foot.   If  Denomi- 
national Schools  were  organized  ia  Ire- 
land a  great  source  of  irritation  would 
be  removed.  As  he  had  said,  in  Scotland 
a  school  was  allowed  to  receive  a  grant  if 
it  contributed  its  fair  share  towards  the 
secular  education  of  the  parish  in  which 
it  was  situated.    That  was  what  he  de- 
sired to  see  in  Ireland.    If  there  was 
such  a  condition  of  thinge  objections 
would  be  removed,  and  compulsory  at- 
tendance might  be  enforced.    He  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
many  of  the  Catholic  Prelates  on  the 
subject,  and  he  was  in  a  position  to  say 
that  those  prelates  were  not  opposed  to 
the  compulsory  ^ystem  if  it  was  properly 
safeguarded,  or  if  they  were  satisfied  as 
to  what  th^  had  a  right  to  look  after, 
and  what  it  was  their  great  and  holy 
business  to  look  after  —  namely,  the 
faith  of  their  flocks.    There  were  in 
Scotland,    and   in    many    places  in 
England,  School  AttendanceCommitteee, 
which  did  not  work  such  great  revola* 
tions  as  School  Boards.  Attendance 
Committees  were,  as  a  rule,  composed  of 
members  of  the  Corporation,  clergymen, 
and  others,  and  he  thought  that  such 
Committees  might  with  advantage  be 
formed  in  Ireland ;  each  creed  would  be 
represented  on  the  Committee,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  there  would  be  no  hard- 
ship.   It  was  estimated  that  there  were 
only  25  per  cent  of  illiterate  persons  in 
Ireland.    He  wished  that  those  persons 
could  read  and  write;  bat  oonsiderii^ 
all  the  impediments  in  the  way  of  edu- 
cation  in  Ireland,  and  all  the  grievaiiMs 
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which  were  heaped  one  npon  another  in 
the  country,  the  percentage  was  not  very 
discreditable.  He  was  sorry  to  have 
troubled  the  Oonimittee  bo  long  upon 
this  matter ;  bnt  it  was  one  on  which  he 
felt  a  deep  interest,  and  it  was  one  in 
which  the  first  stm  was  to  be  taken  to 
regenonte  Ireland.  There  was  a  word 
or  two  he  ought  to  say  upon  the 
unpractical  character  of  the  curriculum 
of  the  Irieh  scKooIs.  The  total  pursuit 
of  mental  and  literary  culture,  to  the 
prejudice  of  industrial  education,  which 
would  enable  the  people  to  be  bread- 
winners, was,  in  his  opinion,  a  great 
blot  on  the  IriBh  educational  system. 
Industrial  education  was  required  in 
England ;  but  it  was  wanted  a  thousand 
times  more  in  Ireland.  It  was  a  re- 
proach to  many  Irish  people  that  they 
were  not  skilled  in  any  trade.  If,  how- 
ever, there  was  industrial  training  in 
the  elementary  schools  of  Ireland,  the 
Irish  people  sent  over  to  this  great 
country  would  be  able  to  take  tiieir 
proper  part  in  the  industrial  machinery 
instead  of  being  simply  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.  Continual  mental 
culture  and  continual  literary  pressure 
was  prejudicial  to  young  and  immature 
minds ;  and  nothing  could  possibly  afford 
greater  relief  to  the  minds  of  their  chil- 
dren than  the  introduction  into  the  curri- 
culum of  their  schools  of  industrial 
teaching  suitable  to  the  age.  He  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Trevelyan),  whom  he  hoped 
would  very  soon  be  able  to  resume  his 
duties,  and  to  pursue  legislation  in  re- 
spect of  education,  would  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  important  matters  to  whic  h 
reference  had  been  made  during  the 
debate,  and  that  they  would  have,  at  no 
distant  date,  a  system  of  education  in 
Ireland  which,  first  of  all,  would  be  in 
harmony  with  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
and  which,  secondly,  would  embrace  the 
teaching  of  those  industrial  pursuits 
which  would  be  of  practical  use  to  the 
populace ;  that  they  would  have  a  system 
of  education  which  would  enable  the 
Irish  people  at  home  and  abroad  to  take 
that  part  in  the  communities  in  which 
they  found  themselves  which  their  natu- 
ral abilities  entitled  them  to. 

Mb.  BIGQAB  said,  he  was  very  much 
disappointed  by  the  speech  of  the  hou. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ir^and  (Mr.  Walker),  be- 
cause hf^  thought  it  was  possible  that,  as 


the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
had  an  interview  with  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  day,  he  would  be  prepared  to 
make  some  satisfactory  statement  on 
behalf  of  the  right  hon.  G^tleman. 
But  it  seemed  they  were  doomed  to  wait 
for  another  term  before  they  got  the 
opinion  of  the  Chief  Secretary  upon  the 
question  of  the  salaries  of  the  nuns 
in  Ireland.  They  were  also  to  wait  for 
some  time  yet  until  they  knew  whether 
any  of  the  other  grievances  respecting 
the  educational  system  in  Ireland  were 
to  be  remedied  or  not.  They  were  ac- 
customed to  hear  that  Ireland  did  not 
contribute  as  much  to  the  support  of 
education  as  England  did,  and  it  was 
often  assumed  that  the  Board  School 
system  in  England  and  Scotland  was  a 
very  great  success.  He  thought  it  would 
be  conceded  that  there  was  very  great 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  result  of 
the  Board  School  system.  A  good  many 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commooe 
thought  that  the  Board  School  system  ia 
£ngland  and  Scotluid  had  not  been  by 
any  means  a  great  success;  in  fact, 
many  considered  that  the  tax  was  un- 
reasonably high*— indeed,  so  high  that 
some  children  were  sent  to  Board  Schools 
whose  parents  could  very  well  afford  to 
send  them  to  Voluntary  Schools.  In  his 
opinion,  it  was  the  duty  of  fairly  well-off 
parents  to  educate  their  children  at  their 
own  expense ;  certainly,  the  children  of 
such  parents  ought  not  to  be  educated  at 
the  expense  of  the  public.  Public  schools 
were  intended  for  the  education  of  chil- 
dren whose  parents  could  not  meet  the 
expense  of  their  education.  Ireland  was 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  as 
it  unfortunately  happened  that  Ireland 
was  the  poorest  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  it  was  only  fair  that  the 
United  Kingdom  should  contribute  some- 
thing to  the  education  of  the  children  of 
the  poor  people  who  lived  in  Ireland^ 
and  who  were  not  able  to  afford  to  edu- 
cate their  children  properly.  The  Solid- 
tor  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker) 
very  properly  told  them  that  the  edu- 
cation in  Convent  Schools  was  of  a  very 
satisfactory  nature ;  but  he  did  not  say 
he  had  any  authority  for  stating  that 
the  nuns  would  be  better  paid.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  agreed  that 
these  ladies  were  entitled  to  a  much 
larger  amount  of  remuneration  for  their 
services.  It  was  a  scandal  that  the  very 
best  female  schools  in  Ir^nd  should  be 
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the  wont-paid  schools,  that  they  should 

fet  a  small  sum  of  money  from  the 
tate,  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  in 
very  many  oases  they  should  eet  no  fees 
whatever  from  the  pupils.  Many  of  the 
Oonrent  Schools  were  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  Charity  Schools,  the  children  of 
which  paid  no  fees,  but  were  given  a 
lunch  to  encourage  them  to  attend.  In 
the  case  of  such  schools  it  was  clearly 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  give  reasonable 
and  fiUr  oompensation  to  the  teachers. 
Another  of  the  chai^^  which  had  been 
brought  agaiost  the  Irish  people  was 
lhat  they  did  not  contribute  to  educa- 
tional purposes  as  the  En|;li^  and 
Scotch  people  did ;  but  he  behoved  that 
was  an  entire  fallacy.  In  every  diooese 
in  Ireland  a  very  large  boarding  and  day 
school  existed  for  the  children  of  the 
well-to-do  parents,  and  these  Bchools 
received  no  support  from  the  State. 
The  priest  who  undertook  to  superintend 
the  erection  of  the  schools  built  the 
schools  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the 
Catholic  people,  supplied  Professors,  and 
did  everything  that  was  required,  with- 
out making  any  application  whatever  to 
the  State.  The  same  applied  in  a  very 
marked  degree  to  the  provision  made 
for  the  daughters  of  well-to-do  people 
in  Ireland,  because  a  large  number  of 
the  better  class  girls  were  sent  as  boarders 
to  the  different  Convent  Schools,  which 
schools  received  no  grant  from  the  State. 
So,  in  point  of  fact,  the  contention  of 
tiie  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir 
liyon  Flayfair)  was  entirely  unworthy  of 
consideration.  He  believed  that  the 
Irish  people,  in  proportion  to  their 
means,  were  very  much  more  liberal  in 
regard  to  education  than  the  people  of 
England  and  Scotland.  There  were  no 
wealthy  people  in  Ireland  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  education  of  children ; 
but  a  large  number  of  people  were  on 
the  verge  of  pauperism,  and  therefore 
it  was  too  bad  to  complain  that  the  Irish 
people  did  not  provide  sufficient  funds 
nw  educational  purjwses.  Complaint 
was  made  that  the  Irish  teachers  were 
less  able  to  get  result  fees  than  the 
teachers  here.  It  was  not,  however,  so 
much  the  result  of  lack  of  abili^  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  that  the  fees  were  so 
sm^ ;  but  it  was  owing  to  the  fiwt  that 
the  children  were  not  kept  at  school  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  good 
resultB  to  be  attained.    Taking  it  aU  in 
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all,  the  Qovemment  had  given  t^e  Irish 
people  great  cause  to  complain  of  the 
way  in  which  they  had  dealt  with  educar 
tional  matters  in  Ireland.  Complaint 
was  very  justly  made  on  the  score  of  the 
salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  the  position 
of  nuns  who  taught  in  Convent  Schools 
for  years.  The  result  of  the  examina- 
tion of  pupils  in  Convent  Schools  had 
been  in  advance  of  the  National  Schools 
generally;  in  some  years  it  had  been 
decidedly  above  the  result  in  the  Modd. 
Schools  of  Ireland,  upon  which  a  large 
amount  of  nublic  mmay  had  been  sgaaSt 
— spent  boui  on  the  bmlding  of  boIux^ 
ana  on  the  payment  of  teachers.  He 
thought  tilie  Qovemment  ought  to  give 
hon.  Members  an  undertaking  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  would 
give  them  a  reply  with  regard  to  Con- 
vent Schools  on  Beport.  On  a  former 
occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  the  Government  did  not  pro- 
pose to  move  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
that  year  for  the  asaistanoe  of  Convent 
Schools ;  but  he  (Mr.  Biggar)  thought 
that  if  the  Qovemment  were  not  pre- 
pared to  do  that  this  year,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  TreveJ^jnan)  mi^it  very 
fairly  give  them  his  views  with  regard 
to  what  the  increase  ought  to  be  in 
future  years.  The  right  l^.  Gentleman 
might  give  them  his  opinion  wiUi  r^^ard 
to  the  amount  of  inormsed  salary  which 
ought  to  be  ^aid  to  the  nuns,  and,  aLKS 
as  to  the  assistance  afterwards  of  build- 
ing of  the  8cho(ds  in  which  nansreoaiTed 
their  pupils. 

Mb.  DEASY  said,  he  was  very  glad 
that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar),  who  was  so  tho- 
roughly well  acquainted  with  Uie  sub- 
ject, had  referred  to  the  question  of  the 
payment  of  nuns.  He  hoped  that  the 
Gx>Temmeut  would  seriously  take  the 
question  into  consideration  next  Session, 
when  they  would,  he  trusted,  be  forced  to 
take  in  hand  the  general  questi<m  of 
National  education  in  Ireland.  There 
oould  not  be  any  doubt  that  the  nans 
laboured  under  very  severe  disadvan* 
taees  from  the  present  ^tem,  which 
debarred  them  from  reoeivinff  any  re- 
mnneration  as  result  tees.  He  oould 
not  concave  wh;f  nuns  should  not  be 
paid  by  results  just  as  ol^er  teachers 
were.  11  the  pupils  of  nuns  oompared 
favourably  with  the  pupils  of  other 
teachers,  he  could  see  no  valid  reason 
for  refusing  to  them  similar  rMnnnem- 
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tion  to  tliat  which  vas  granted  to  other 
teaehers.  He  could  not  understand  wliy 
it  was  that  the  Govern  men  t  refased  on 
this  occasion  to  propose  a  Supplementarj 
Estimate  for  the  payment  of  National 
teachers,  as  he  reooUeoted  that  it  was 
not  many  nights  ago  that  they  had  a 
very  long  debate  upon  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  for  the  payment  of  Divisional 
Magistrates  in  Ireland.    Why  Bhould 
not  the  same  rule  be  applied  to  National 
teachers,  nnlees  it  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  unwilling  to  give  a  penny 
for  the  purposes  of  eduoation,  or  for  any- 
thing that  would  be  of  the  slightest  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  of  Ireland  ?  One 
matter  which  he  wished  to  mention  in 
connection  with  this  Vote  was  the  train- 
ing of  teachers.    He  felt  that  he  ought 
to  complain  of  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  compel  teachers  in  Ireland 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  practical  agri- 
culture, so  that  they  could  educate  the 
children  who  attended  National  Schools 
in  agrienltural  matters.  This  to  a  purely 
agriooltoral  country  like  Ireland  was  a 
question  of  great  importance.  It  was  one 
with  which  the  Gtoremment  cotild  easily 
grapple,  and  one  wliioh  concerned  the 
people  of  Ireland  more  than  the  people  of 
any  other  country.   He  trusted  that  next 
Session  this  subject  also  would  receive 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Government. 
He  was  persuaded  that  the  Government 
would  not  be  allowed  to  pass  any  Bill 
dealing  with,  the  educational  system  of 
Ireland,  unless  it  contained  a  provision 
for  the  training  of  tbe  rural  population 
in  practical  ag^culture.    The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
pointed  out  that  if  the  Division  which 
took  place  a  few  nights  ago  on  the 
Motion  in  favour  of  National  School 
teaohers,  made      the  hon:  Member  for 
AHilone  (Mr.  Jostin  Huntl^  M'Oarthy), 
had  been  ti^en  at  another  time,  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  had  a  Urge  ma- 
jority.  Well,  that  might  have  been  the 
case,  because  hon.  Members  knew  that 
when  the  Division  Bell  rang,  Gentlemen 
rushed  in  from  all  quarters,  and,  without 
knowing  what  was  going  on,  were  pre- 
pared to  vote  with  the  Government  on 
any  question,  no  matter  whether  they 
were  on  the  right  side  or  not.  There- 
fore, he  could  not  congratulate  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  argument  he  had 
used.  It  was  one  of  the  injustices  which 
Ii^di  Members  had  to  submit  to  in  that 
House,  that  a  large  minority  always 


voted  against  th^  on  Irish  matters, 
utterly  regardless  of  right  or  wrong; 
but  he  was  of  opinion  that,  if  the  Divi- 
sion in  question  had  been  deferred  for 
an  hour,  the  Government  would  have 
been  in  a  minority.  If  Divisions  repre- 
sented the  actual  opinions  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers, he  believed  that  in  the  case  in 
question  there  would  have  been  a  very 
large  majority  in  support  of  the  Motion 
of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Justin  Huntly 
M'Oarthy),  and  that  the  Government 
victory  would  have  been  turned  into  a 
defeat.  Personally,  he  was  glad  that 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians  in  Ireland  had 
refused  to  become  contributory  under  the 
Act  of  1875,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  rates  in  Ire- 
land should  be  made  responsible  for  the 
salaries  of  Irish  school  teachers ;  and  if 
there  was  no  power  to  control  the  ap- 
pointment of  teachers  and  the  remune- 
ration they  received,  it  was  unjust  to 
compel  the  ratepayers  to  contribute  to 
their  salaries.  He  believed  it  was  then 
too  late  to  introduce  another  system  of 
taxation  without  tepresentation,  in  ad^- 
tion  to  the  Grand  Jury  system,  which 
was  one  the  people  of  Ireland  would  not 
allow  to  continue  very  long.  He  be- 
lieved, if  the  majority  of  the  Unions  in 
Ireland  had  become  contributory  under 
the  Act  of  1875,  Irish  Members  would 
have  had  no  chance  of  improving  the 
position  of  the  teachers  when  the  ques- 
tion would  present  itself  next  Session. 
They  had  been  told  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair) 
that  the  Irish  people  had  not  done  their 
duty  in  providing  good  schools ;  but  the 
Irish  people  would  do  their  duty  in  that 
respect  when  they  succeeded  in  having 
their  own  Parliament,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  affairs.  He  did 
not  see  how  they  could  do  everything 
through  the  English  Parliament;  and 
even  the  small  concessions  that  were 

Sassed  through  the  House  of  Oommons 
id  not  always  escape  destruction  in  the 
Upper  Chamber.  It  was,  therefore,  not 
the  fault  of  the  Irish  people  that  they 
could  not  always  do  what  they  wanted 
for  themselves ;  they  could  not  make 
any  successful  effort  in  the  House  of 
Oommons  to  better  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  unless  they  had  on 
their  side  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Ohief  Secretary,  simply  because  there 
was  a  great  majority  at  hiS/back  andithat 
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of  the  Prime  Minister,  or  anyone  who  | 
happened  to  be  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  i 
who  could  vote  down  any  proposition  they  i 
might  make.  He  should  be  willing,  and 
he  was  sure  that  evei^one  on  those 
Benches  would  be  also  willing,  to  under- 
take that  they  would  never  come  into 
that  House  with  an  education  question 
relating  to  bdand  if  they  were  per- 
mitted to  live  at  home>  and  settle  these 
matters  in  their  own  country.  These 
were  the  reasons  why  the  Irish  people 
did  not  come  up  to  the  standainl  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. It  was  all  very  well  for  Scotch- 
men to  raise  this  question.  Irish  Mem- 
bers knew  perfectly  well  that  if  a  ma- 
jority of  Scotch  Members  decided  on 
doing  anything,  they  had  only  to  repre- 
sent the  matter  to  the  Glovernment,  and 
the  Government  was  quite  willing  to 
accede  to  any  demand  they  might  make. 
But  it  was  altogether  a  different  matter 
with  Irish  Members.  The  opinions  of 
all  Irish  Bepresentatives  had  more  than 
once  concurred  with  regard  to  certain 
measures  being  necessary  for  the  coun- 
try ;  but  when  they  approached  the  Go- 
vemment,  they  found  it  did  not  suit 
them  to  consider  the  question,  and  they 
were  simply  told  that  their  views  could 
not  be  entertained.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
argued  at  great  length  on  a  large  num- 
ber of  statistics,  to  show  that  the  Irish 
people  ought  to  contribute  as  much  in 
Ireland  towards  National  Education  as 
the  people  contributed  in  England  ;  and 
he  said  that  even  in  the  case  of  Irish 

Harbours  

Me.  COURTNEY :  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member's  pardon — I  did  not  mention 
Ireland.  I  referred  to  the  Harbours  of 
Scotland. 

Mb.  BEASY  said,  he  accepted  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
thought  he  had  referred  to  Ireland,  be- 
oause  he  knew  that  he  never  made  any 
but  uooomplimentaiy  remarks  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland ;  accordingly,  he  had 
taken  for  granted  that  nothiug  uncom- 
plimentary to  any  country  but  Ireland 
eould  have  fallen  firom  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. But  as  he  had  disclaimed  Uie  ob- 
servation, he  should  pursue  the  matter 
no  farther.  He  would  conclude  by  again 
pressing  on  the  Government,  when  they 
took  up  this  question,  as  undoubtedly 
before  long  they  would  be  compelled  to 
Mr,  J)0M^ 


take  it  up,  to  seriously  consider  the 
question  of  improving  the  agricultural 
training  of  teachers  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edinbu^h 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair]  had  left  the  Com- 
mittee under  ue  imprenion  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  only  contributed  lo- 
cally Bomettung  like  1  per  cent  of  the 
amount  necessary  for  the  purposea  of 
National  Education. 

Sib  LYON  PLAYFAIR :  I  said  18 
per  cent  in  school  fees,  and  1  per  cent  in 
local  rates. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  he  wanted  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  19-6  of 
the  amount  necessary  to  develop  Na- 
tional Education  in  Ireland  waa  sub- 
scribed  by  the  Irish  people,  either  by 
local  rates  levied  by  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, or  in  fees  paid  by  the  school 
children.  That  was  the  actual  state  of 
the  case ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  the  im- 
pression with  many  Members  of  the 
Committee  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
only  contributed  1  per  cent  It  was 
well  to  know  that  there  were  two  good 
reasons  why  the  pec^le  of  Iwond 
could  not  be  ucpected  to  pay  local  rates 
for  National  Education.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  no  law  making  it  com- 
pulsory upon  anyone  in  Ireland  to  levy 
taxation  in  support  of  National  Educa- 
tion; and,  in  uie  second  place,  there 
was  no  local  representative  Body  whi(^ 
was  empowered  to  deal  with  and  dis- 
burse the  funds  which  might  be  col- 
lected. It  was  purely  optional  with  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  whe- 
ther they  took  advantage  of  the  Act  of 
1875,  which  was  passed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment; and  when  ratepayers  and 
Boards' of  Guardians  saw  that  there  was 
no  power  whatever  to  control  the  distri- 
bution of  the  money,  it  was  only  natural 
that  the  Act  should  not  be  taken  advan- 
tage o^  and  it  was  only  the  fair  infers 
enoe  that  the  amount,  which  was  at  first 
estimated  at  £30,000  a-year^  should 
have  fallen  in  suooessive  years  bdow  the 
miserable  sum  of  £11,000.  He  would 
now  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh.  There  was  no 
person  who  had  a  greater  admiration  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  Scotch  people 
managed  their  educational  afiairs  than 
he  had;  and  there  was  no  one  more 
conscious  of  th^^uMnoffiiC^m  other 
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matters.  It  most  be  admitted  tbat  since 
the  present  educational  system  came 
into  operation  certain  marked  cbanf^es 
for  the  better  had  taken  place.  He 
found  that  in  1830,  when  the  Irish  edu- 
cational system  was  introduced,  that  at 
that  time  in  Bootland  77  per  cent  of  the 
people  wore  capable  of  reading  and 
writing;  whereas  in  Ireland,  at  the  same 
time,  the  percentage  capable  of  reading 
and  writing  was  not  more  than  half  of 
what  it  was  in  Scotland.  Since  that 
time,  however,  the  number  of  people 
who  could  read  and  write  had  increased 
to  67  out  of  every  100.  He  thought  that 
that  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
Ireland  was  one  which  gave  fair  promise 
that  when  a  more  popular  and  a  more 
representative  system  was  introduced, 
there  would  be  an  improvement  corre- 
sponding to  that  which  had  taken  place 
in  England  and  Scotland.  In  addition 
to  that,  notwithstanding  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland  had  fallen  from  some- 
thing like  8,000,000  to  5,000,000,  the 
average  school  attendances  had  enor- 
mously increased.  Hefoundthatinl84d, 
when  the  population  of  Ireland  had 
readied  its  highest  point — namely, 
8,000,000— the  total  number  of  pupils 
attending  school  was  only  432,000 ; 
whereas,  now  that  the  population  of  Ire- 
land was  5,000,000  or  less,  the  total 
number  of  pupUs  attending  National 
Schools  was  1,083,000.  He  thought 
that  showed  a  very  great  improvement. 
He  was  not,  at  the  same  time,  prepared 
to  express  any  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  constitution  of  Board  Schools  in 
Ireland.    He  was  aware  that  that  was  a 

Sroposition  which  would  lead  to  serious 
iffsrences  of  opinion  in  that  country. 
The  condition  of  affairs  in  Eogland  was 
Tsry  much  more  suitable  to  a  system  of 
popular  education  than  was  the  condition 
of  afiTairs  in  Ireland ;  but,  for  his  own 
part,  he  was  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
some  system  might  be  adopted  under 
which  popular  education  — Nation  al  Edu- 
cation— ^might  be  entrusted  to  local  popu- 
lar control.  He  thought  that  such  a 
system  might  be  devised,  and  that  taxa- 
tion might  be  so  adj  usted  to  it  that  it 
would  not  press  with  undue  severity  upon 
any  religious  denomination — in  fact,  that 
the  denominational  system  of  education, 
which  at  the  present  time  existed  in  Ire- 
land, might  be  changed.  He  was  aware 
that  many  would  object  to  such  a  change, 
and  it  was  oqly  natural  that  the  persons 


who  objected  should  be  those  in  whose 
hands  the  present  school  system  had 
been  left.  But  he  was  confident  thatthe 
growth  of  intelligence  in  Ireland  and  the 
improvement  which  was  being  constantly 
manifested  would  in  time  improve  ihe 
capacity  of  the  people  for  local  self- 
government;  and  he  looked  forward  with 
hope,  and  with  somewhat  of  a  sang^na 
feeling,  to  the  time  when  a  re-a^jnstment 
of  thesystemofNational  education  would 
take  place,  which  would  be  more  in  ao- 
cordance  with  present  opinions,  and  with 
the  progress  of  Liberalism. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  HUNTLT  M'CAItTHT 
said,  he   wished   to   touch   upon  a 
point  which  had  not  been  dwelt  upon — 
namely,  the  position  which  the  Gaelic 
language  ought  to  hold  in  any  schemeof 
Irish  education.    He  supposed  thathon. 
Members  had  received  two  interesting 
documents    containing  correspondence 
which  had  taken  place  between  the  Na- 
tional Education  Society  and  the  Gaelio 
Union.    The  latter  body  had  done  a 
great  deal  to  promote  the  spread  oi  the 
National  language  in  Ireland.  There 
were  two  points  from  which  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Gaelic  language  might  be  re- 
garded.   One  was  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  preservation  of  a  valuable  lan- 
guage, rich  in  epigrammatic  expression, 
which  the  right   hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  would  at  once  appreciate, 
if  he  had  as  much  time  to  devote  to  its 
study  as  he  had  to  the  Homeric  poems. 
But  from  a  National  point  of  view  the 
Gaelio  language  was  the  language  of  the 
Iriph  people,  whereas    the  language 
which  they  now  spoke  was  more  or  less  a 
foreign  or  alien  tongue.  During  the  last 
few  years  there  had  been  a  remarkable 
increase  in  the  study  of  the  Gaelio  lan- 
guage ;  it  had  taken  new  root  and  spread 
in  all  directions,  and  people  were  be- 
ginning to  take  in  it  a  sneaking  interest 
which  they  would  have  been  ashamed, 
a  few  yaars  ago,  to  show  or  acknowledge. 
Irish  Members  were  anxious  that  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  Ireland  education  should  be 
imparted  first  of  all  through  the  medium 
of  the  Irish  tongue.   It  had  been  urged 
against  that  system  that  the  Irish  popu- 
lation were  scattered  about  Ireland,  and 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  apply  the 
system  with  success ;  but  that  surely  was 
an  inaccurate  view  of  the  case.  It  would 
be  quite  possible  to  apply  the  principle 
to  the  people  in  14  baronies  in  Ireland, 
where  the  Gaelic  language  was  spoken. 
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There  was,  of  course,  a  proportion  of  bi- 
Iing:tii8t6,  in  some  parts,  There,  although 
Irish  was  the  familiar  language  spoken, 
it  was  immaterial  which  language  should 
be  taught  them — although,  for  his  own 
mii,  he  preferred  the  Qadio.  Bat  where 
uie  Gaelio  language  was  alone  spoken  he 
contended  that  inatrnction  should  be  im- 
parted in  the  sohools  in  that  language. 

Ub.  FATBICK  MABTIN  said,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  neglect  with  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  treated  a  question  of  vital 
importance  to  tbe  Catholic  population 
in  Ireland — that  was  to  say,  the  mode 
in  which,  at  the  present  moment,  educa- 
tional endowments  were  devoted  solely 
and  exclusively  to  Protestant  purposes 
which,  ought  to  be  used  for  the  general 
benefit  of  the  population.  Aluiough, 
perchance,  the  discussion  might  have 
nave  been  more  fully  raised  on  the  Votes 
for  Endowed  Schools  which  had  been 
passed,  yet  as  be  had,  from  the  changes 
made  in  the  order  of  the  Votes,  not  been 
enabled  to  then  raise  the  discussion,  he 
desired  to  now  make  a  few  observations 
in  respect  to  the  oondnot  of  the  Board  q£ 
Education  in  taking  one  of  these  En- 
dowed Schools  under  their  oontrol.  He 
referred  to  the  Swords  Borough  School. 
That  school,  though  the  funds  by  which 
it  was  supported  were  directed  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  educational  necessities  of 
the  inhabitants  without  distinction  of 
religion,  was,  at  the  present  moment,  used 
entirely  by  Protestants.  He  had  called 
attention  more  than  once  to  the  gross 
misapplication.'of  the  public  funds,  which, 
as  shown  in  the  Beports  of  the  Boyal 
Commissiouers,  had  taken  place  in  the 
management  of  that  school.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  not  attempted  to  deny  the 
existence  of  the  abuse,  or  the  injustice  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  revenues  of  the 
school  Were  administered.  Yet  very  re- 
cently thd  Board  of  Education,  though 
there  was  a  National  School  founded 
and  supported  by  the  Oatholics  of  Swords 
out  of  their  own  resonrCM,  had  granted 
to  this  Endowed  School  the  privileges 
and  rights  of  a  National  School,  and 
they  were  entitled  to  a  supply  of  school 
books  at  a  cheap  rate.  Let  him  briefly 
mention  that  this  Swords  School,  thus 
entirely  devoted  to  Protestant  scholars, 
was  originally  founded  under  a  Charter, 
and  supported  out  of  lands  granted  by 
Parliament ;  these  were  now  represented 
by  a  capital  of  £24,000,  from  which  a 
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revenue  of  about  £700  was  reoeired. 
Now,  the  conditions  of  the  Charter  were 
that  the  funds  of  the  Trust  should  be 
applied  generally  to  the  iuhabitanta  of 
the  borough,  without  distinctioD,  for  the 
purpose  of  education. 

Tee  DEPT7TT  CHAIBUAN  (ICr. 
Shjlw-Lkebvbe):  May  I  uk  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  what  oonnaotioa  there 
is  brtween  this  case  and  the  Yote  befne 
the  Committee  ? 

Mb.  PATRICK  MABTIN  said,  the 
question  came  within  this  Vote  becanse 
the  money  intended  by  Parliament  to 
be  devoted  exclusively  for  the  ben^t 
of  the  poor  who  required  State  aid  for 
National  Education  was,  by  the  Oom- 
missioners,  applied  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Swords  School.  At  least,  that  was 
his  opinion,  subject  to  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman. 

Thb  deputy  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevbb)  said,  the  Committee 
were  engaged  in  discussing  the  item  of 
Salaries  and  Wages ;  and  he  did  not, 
therefore,  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  in  Order  in  diecossing 
the  supply  of  school  books,  by  the 
Nationiu  Education  Cmnmission,  to  the 
Swords  Borough  School. 

Mb.  GBAT  asked  whether  it  was  not 
competent  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  Swords  Borough  School,  seeing 
that  it  had  been  taken  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  National  Education  Board, 
whose  salaries  were  included  in  this 
Vote? 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefbtbb)  said,  he  understood  tbe 
hon.  and  learned  G^ntieman  to  say  that 
the  relevancy  of  the  question  to  the  Vote 
under  discussion  lay  in  the  iaxsi  that  the 
books  supplied  to  the  school  were  paid 
for  out  of  the  money  voted  by  RuHa- 
ment. 

Mb.  PATRICK  MABTIN  said,  he 
need  not  state  that  he  should  most 
readily  submit  to  the  judgment  of  tin 
Ohurman.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cai^ 
h>w  (Mr.  Gh-ay)  had  pointed  out  that 
the  salaries  of  the  CJommissioners  came 
under  this  Vote  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Martin) 
ventured  to  think  he  was  right  in  con- 
tinuing  his  account  of  their  action  witii 
regard  to  the  Swords' Borough  School. 
He  might  remind  the  Chairman  of  the 
wide  line  of  discussion,  and  the  grave 
and  serious  questions  that  had  been 
more  than  onoe  raised  in  the  Honao 
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upon  tbe  Totes  for  Diplomafic  Salaries, 
^8  eomplaint  was  that  tlie  sobool  was 
now  ezdnsively  a  Protestant  foandation ; 
that  the  reveDnefl  were  now  b^ng  used 
for  Protestant  purposes,  in  gross  Tiola- 
tion  of  the  Charter  and  Trusts ;  and  that 
the  Education  Commissioa  had  no  right 
to  have  the  school  under  their  control. 
He  put  forward  the  case  as  one  of  the 
aptest  illustrations  of  the  misapplication 
of  public  funds  which  was  taking  place 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  COUETNET  :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
understand  the  hon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man  to  sa;  that  the  only  connection 
between  this  question  and  the  Vote 
before  the  Committee  is  the  fact  that 
certain  books  were  supplied  by  the 
Oommissioners.  Am  I  correct  in  ao 
understanding  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  ? 

Mb.  PATEIOK  MABOTN:  No,  Sir. 
What  he  arraigned  was  the  conduct  of 
the  Oommissioners  in  having  this  school 
under  their  control.  [Mr.  Couhxitbt  : 
How  is  it  under  their  control  ?]  Be- 
cause it  was  under  the  Kegulations ;  and 
if  the  hon.  Qentleman  would  look  into 
the  subject  he  would  find  that  the 
Swords  Borough  School  was  one  of  the 
schools  which  appeared  on  the  roll.  This 
school  was  a  striking  instance  of  gross 
misapplication  of  public  funds.  It  was 
maintained  by  funds  which  Parliament 
voted  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  borough  ;  and  it  was 
distinctly  directed  that  those  funds 
should  be  devoted  to  the  general  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  also  that  the 
children  should  he  trained  in  industrial 
pursuits.  In  1854  and  in  1855  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  gross  and 
fraudulent  misapplication  of  these  funds, 
and  again  when  the  Endowed  Schools 
Oommission  was  appointed  in  1871. 
Not  the  slightest  attention  was  paid  by 
the  Government  to  those  Beports.  He 
had  himself,  as  he  stated,  called  atten- 
tion to  this  flagrant  injustice,  which, 
though  admitted,  was  allowed  to  con- 
tinue under  the  sanction  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland.  And  it  was  a 
matter  of  grave  complaint  to  find  that 
the  Education  Board  apparently  sought 
to  cloak  and  perpetuate  the  abuse  by 
placing  this  Swords  School  ou  the  rolls. 
As  a  mark  of  his  sense  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  in  the  matter,  he  should, 
if  a  Division  took  place,  vote  for  the  re- 
duction. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  36  ; 
Noes  71 :  Majority  35. — (Dir.  list, 
No.  211.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  wished  again 
to  call  attention  to  the  action  of  Mr. 
Sheridan,  to  which  he  had  referred  on 
Friday  last.  It  was  well  known  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  had  thought  fit  to  issue  a 
Circular  asking  certain  National  School 
teachers,  who  had  ventured  to  have  a 
dinner  in  Dublin  at  which  they  drank  the 
health  of  Her  Majesty,  why  they  had 
not  also  drunk  the  health  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  The  teachers  had  been 
obliged  to  cry  "  peccavi,"  and  send  apo* 
logies  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  simply  because 
they  had  not  drunk  the  health  of  a 
Member  of  the  present  Ministry.  That 
was  carrying  things  with  a  very  high 
hand ;  and  he  could  not  see  upon  what 
gronnd  the  Government  should  object  to 
these  teachers  holding  this  dinner — at 
which  be  was  present,  and  which  was  a 
very  humble  affair — without  drinking 
the  health  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
They  might  be  satisfied  with  having  the 
health  of  the  Queen  drunk,  without  in- 
sisting on  the  health  being  drunk  of  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet.  For  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan to  call  upon  these  teachers  to  pour 
out  the  wine  cup  to  the  health  of  Earl 
Spencer  was  certainly  a  most  extra- 
ordinary thing ;  anything  more  absurd 
than  that  the  Government  should  take 
up  this  incident  ,  he  had  never  heard  of. 
How  had  they  been  benefited  by  that? 
Had  Earl  Spencer's  health  been  im- 
proved by  this  proceeding?  If  he  thought 
it  would  have  done  the  smallest  possible 
^ood  to  Earl  Spencer  he  should  not  ob- 
ject to  his  health  being  drunk  any  num< 
ber  of  times;  but  it  was  bringing  the 
Government  down  to  a  very  low  point 
indeed  when  a  few  hundred  teachers 
were  called  upon,  at  theih  annual  dinner, 
to  drink  the  health  of  Earl  Spencer  as  well 
as  of  the  Queen.  Anything  more  insxilt- 
ingthanMr.  Sheridan's  letter  it  hadnever 
been  his  lot  to  read ;  but  still  more  humi- 
liating were  the  replies  of  the  teachers, 
whom  the  Government  hadattheir  mercy. 
What  was  the  consequence  of  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan's Circular?  The  teachers,  who  did  not 
care  a  straw  about  the  abstract  principle 
of  a  Lord  Lieutenant,  had  to  write  humi- 
liating letters  in  order  to  maintain  their 
position.  They  were  obliged  to  do  that, 
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not  because  they  ftdmired  Earl  Spencer 
at  all,  bat  because  they  koew  theywould 
lose  their  situations  if  they  did  not  apo- 
logize. Nov,  he  wanted  to  know  whether 
the  Goremment  approved  of  this  system 
of  Circularizing  teachers.  Was  it  a 
practice  in  this  country  ?  Would  the 
GoTemment  in  this  country  insist  on  the 
health  of  all  the  Princes  and  Princesses, 
and  all  the  little  Princes  and  Princesses 
of  Wales  being  drunk  at  such  a  dinner? 
The  National  School  teachers  received 
i£S7  a-year,  and  very  much  loyalty  could 
not  be  expected  for  that.  If  they  were 
to  he  required  to  drink  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant's health  at  their  dinaers  they  ought 
to  receive  £10  extra  for  that  purpose. 

Ub.  00UBTN£Y  said,  he  was  not 
aware  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  except  £roin  the  hon.  Member's 
speech;  but  it  was  obvious  that  the 
matter  did  not  turn  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  any  particular  Government,  or 
on  the  individuality  of  Earl  Spencer. 
Drinking  his  health  was  part  of  the  cus- 
tom, he  being  the  Hepresentative  of 
Her  Majesty.  He  could  not  conceive 
that  the  matter  had  anything  to  do  with 
Earl  Spencer  personally.  There  seemed 
to  have  been  some  over-susceptibility  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  who,  he 
thought,  had  rather  overstrained  the 
matter;  but  it  did  not  seem  to  him 
worth  while  to  pursue  the  incident  any 
further. 

Mr.  gray  said,  he  thought  it  im- 
portant that  the  Committee  should  know 
whether  the  hon.  G«ntieman  did  or  did 
not  mean  that  Mr.  Sheridan's  Circular 
was  to  be  acted  upon.  It  was  import- 
ant to  have  some  guide  for  tiie  future, 
and  it  was  from  that  point  of  view  they 
desired  to  discuss  the  matter.  It  was 
quite  impossible  in  Ireland  to  regard 
any  distinguished  person  occupying  the 
position  of  Lord  Lieutenant  simply  as 
the  Representative  of  the  Queen.  That 
never  had  been  and  never  could  be.  He 
would  remind  the  Prime  Minister  that 
when  Earl  Spencer  was  Viceroy  in  Ire- 
land in  1870,  as  the  Representative  of 
the  Queen  and  of  the  Government  which 
had  just  disestablished  the  Irish  Church, 
he  was  "Boycotted"  by  the  noblemen 
and  aristocracy  of  Ireland,  who  deoltned 
to  attend  his  l«viet,  or  Lady  Spencer's 
drawing  rooms— not  because  they  wished 
to  show  any  disrespect  to  the  Queen, 
but  because  they  diapproved  of  the 
policy  he  represented.  They  disapproved 
Mr,  Jl$alj, 


of  Earl  Spenoer  the  politician,  and  not 
of  Earl  Spencer  the  viceroy ;  and  they 
took  every  opportunity  of  slighting  him. 
If  those  noblemen  and  gentlemen  had  a 
perfect  right  to  show  their  disapproval 
of  the  policy  which  Earl  Spencer  then 
represented,  surely  the  same  right  ex- 
tended to  men  occupying  a  humbler 
position  if  they  thought  proper  for  any 
reason  to  disapprove  of  the  policy  of 
Earl  Spencer  the  statesman  and  politi- 
cian in  1884.  The  action  of  these  teachers 
was  dictated  by  no  feeling  of  disloyalty, 
for  they  drank  with  all  proper  marks  of 
respect  the  health  of  the  Queen ;  but 
was  it  to  be  made  a  matter  of  censure 
in  Ireland  that  persons  thought  fit  at  a 
banquet  not  to  express  approval  of  the 
policy  of  the  Viceroy,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  was  the  Bepresentative  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  ?  Were  they 
to  be  visited  with  censure  for  that  ?  This 
Circular  of  Mr.  Sheridan  threatened 
them  with  dismissal  from  their  employ- 
ment ;  with  losing  their  situations  and 
being  reduced  to  beggary.  If  it  was  an 
offence  in  Ireland  not  to  drink  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  health,  why  should  it  not 
also  be  an  offence  not  to  drink  the  Chief 
Secretary's  health?  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary was  supposed  to  be,  and  Constitu- 
tionally he  ought  to  be,  a  better  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Constitution  than  the 
Viceroy.  He  held  that  the  Viceroy 
ought  to  be  the  Representative  of  both 
Parties,  while  the  Chief  Secretary  ought 
to  be  the  Representative  of  the  policy  ot 
the  Government.  Why,  then,  should 
people  not  be  threatened  with  dismissal 
if  they  did  not  drink  the  health  of  the 
Chief  Seoretuy  ?  They  might  think  Earl 
Spencer's  policy  had  been  a  curse  to  the 
country;  and  for  that  reason,  and  not 
because  of  any  hostility  to  him  as  an  in- 
dividual, they  might  refuse  to  drink  his 
health.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
seemed  to  have  held  out  an  indication 
that  some  ^uMt-intimation  should  be 
given  to  Mr.  Sheridan  that  ho  should 
exhibit  no  such  extreme  sensitiveness  in 
the  future ;  and  if  that  was  to  be  taken 
as  an  assurance  they  might  let  the  matter 
end.  This  Circular  had  created  the 
greatest  feeling  of  indignation  among 
the  teachers ;  but  so  much  did  they  fe^ 
themselves  under  the  power  of  the 
Board,  and  so  much  did  they  dread  the 
exerctse  of  that  power,  that  they  wrote 
replies  which  the  hon.  Membw  f<Hr 
Monaghan  {^xM^^)®^^^^ 
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terized  too  strongly.  When  the  pertonntl 
of  that  Board  was  examined,  there  was 
no  wonder  that  the  teachera  were  afraid  i 
of  Mr.  Sheridan's  threat.  Judge  Lawaon  I 
was  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  he  was  ! 
known  in  Ireland  to  be  not  rery  tolerant  I 
to  those  who  differed  from  him,  and  to  ! 
be  ready  to  make  use  of  such  powers  as  \ 
he  possessed.   Judge  O'Hagan  was  an- 
other member  of  the  Board ;  but  he  en- 
joyed a  different  character.   Lord  Fitz- 

ferald  was  another ;  and  there  were  also 
[r.  Murray,  a  very  decided  politician, 
Judge  Morris,  the  Rev.  John  Daly,  the 
right  hon.  aud  most  reverend  Marcus 
Gervais  Beresford,  whose  position  in 
Ireland  was  not  calculated  to  re-assure 
those  who  gave  him  any  displeasure. 
Those  unfortunate  teachers  wrote  letters 
which  must  have  caused  them  a  feeling 
of  extreme  humiliation  and  irritation. 
He  could  not  conceive  why  the  Irish 
Government  should  go  out  of  their  way 
to  exasperate  and  irritate  these  National 
School  teachers.  Instead  of  trying  to 
oonoUiate  the  Irish  people,  the  Govern- 
ment galled  them  with  a  sense  of  injus- 
tice, held  out  to  them  hopes  which  were 
never  realized,  gave  ^em  promises 
which  were  never  fulfilled,  and  insulted 
and  trampled  on  them  in  a  way  that  the 
teachers  in  England,  he  ventured  to  say, 
would  not  tolerate  for  a  moment.  The 
teachers  in  England  could  come  together 
and  hold  meetings,  and  say  that  they 
would  not  tolerate  these  things.  Sup- 
pose the  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
were  to  tell  the  English  teachers  to 
drink  the  health  of  the  Prime  Minister 
—who  was,  perhaps,  more  worthy  of 
Buch  an  honour  than  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
—if  they  did  not  comply,  did  anyone 
believe  that  they  would  be  dismissed  or 
censured ;  and,  if  they  were,  did  anyone 
believe  that  it  would  be  tolerated  for  one 
moment?  Would  the  teachers  them- 
Belves  tolerate  it,  however  Radical  they 
might  be  ?  He  should  think  not.  This 
was  one  of  those  insults  which  were  cal- 
culated to  sting  and  gall  the  Irish 
people,  which  they  ought  not  to  submit 
to  m  silence,  and  to  which  he  hoped 
they  would  never  submit. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  Sir,  it  is  not 
possible  that  the  discussion  can  be  satis- 
factory under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case — seeing  that  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  unhap- 

fily  prevented  from  attending  the  House, 
have  no  doubt  that  he  would  hare 


been  fully  acquainted  with  the  oiicum- 
stances,  and  would  have  been  prepared 
to  do  what  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite have  a  right  to  expect — that  is  to 
say,  would  have  been  prepared  to  ex- 
press  an  explicit  opinion  on  this  subject, 
and  to  say  whether  the  QOTeniment  do 
or  do  not  approve  of  this  arrangement. 
We  on  this  Bench  are  dependent  entirely 
on  the  charity  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site tor  our  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the 
case. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  A  Return  has  been 
presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  containing  the  documents  bear- 
ing on  this  question.  Unfortunately,  at 
the  present  moment,  on  inquiring  in  the 
Lobby  for  it,  I  find  that  it  has  not  yet 
been  received  from  the  printers. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Exactly,  and 
that  accounts  for  our  having  been  un- 
able to  ascertain  the  exact  facta  of  the 
case.  This  document,  it  is  said,  con- 
tained, first  of  all,  a  censure,  and, 
secondly,  a  threat  of  dismissal.  Is  the 
hon.  Gientlemau  quite  sure  that  the 
document  went  the  length  of  a  threat 
of  dismissal  ?  If  he  is  not  quite  sure,  I 
should  hope  he  made  a  mistake. 

Ma.  GRAY :  So  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me,  it  was  a  general  threat  of 
dismissal,  if  certain  conduct  complained 
of  in  the  letter  was  persevered  in  or 
carried  on  in  future. 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  I  can  only  ex- 
press my  hope  that  the  hon.  Member's 
memory  may  be  in  error.  I  have  no 
right  to  say  it  is  so,  because  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  facts.  I  am  loth  to 
believe  that  a  threat  of  dismissal  should 
be  contained  in  a  letter  of  that  kind.  If 
I  had  the  paper  before  me,  and  the  view 
of  the  matter  taken  by  the  Irish  Com- 
missioners of  Education — whom  I  must 
look  upon  as  responsiUe — I  might  be 
prepared  to  give  an  unconditional  opi- 
nion. The  non.  Gentleman  eupposes 
what  he  assumes  to  be  a  parallel  case, 
and  asks  whether  the  English  teacdiers 
would  tolerate  it,  if  they  were  told  to 
drink  my  healtiif  There  are  many 
meetings,  at  which  I  am  not  surprised 
to  hear  that  my  health  is  not  drunk,  and 
as  to  which  I  am  very  well  pleased  if  a 
very  decided  opinion  concerning  me  is 
not  expressed.  The  case  of  Earl  Spencer 
is  a  very  different  one  ;  but,  so  far  as  I 
can  give  an  opinion,  it  is  of  very 
doubtful  wisdom  to  interfere  with  a 
body  of  gentlemei^gifflMQiy  umG^^^ 
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might  be  school  teachers,  in  such  a 
matter.  If  I  may  venture  to  give  an 
opinion,  and  always  reserring  the  right 
to  change  that  opinion  on  circumstances 
not  now  known  to  me  coming  to  light,  I 
should  say  that  Earl  Spencer's  wish 
would  be  that  his  health  should  be 
drunk  freely,  or  that  it  should  not  be 
drunk  at  ful.  At  any  rate,  I  should 
think  he  would  deprecate  any  interfer- 
ence with  individual  liberty  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  a  compliment  which, 
under  such  circumstances,  and  when  so 
procured,  would  be  of  little  value.  That 
IS  the  impreasion  with  which  I  should 
be  disposed  to  look  upon  the  matter.  I 
hope  that  the  day  may  be  coming  near 
when  the  Crown  and  everything  relating 
to  it  may  be  welcomed  in  Ireland  wiu 
the  heartiest  loyalty.  I  cannot  deny 
there  is  something  in  the  diBtinction 
drawn  in  the  double  character  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  who  is  certainly,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  Bepreseutative  of  the 
Crown — and,  in  my  opinion,  the  Crown 
has  never  been  more  worthily  repre- 
sented— and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  par- 
tisan statesman  who  identifies  himself 
with  these  measures  of  which  we  may 
take  different  views  according  to  the 
political  opinions  we  may  entertain.  It 
will  be  felc  we  cannot  go  further  into 
the  matter,  not  knowing  more  about  the 
state  of  the  case ;  and  I  wonldj  llierefore, 
express  a  hope  that  the  discussion  may 
not  be  continued. 

Mb.  T.  p.  COONNOB  sud,  he  would 
not,  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
Prime  Minister,  further  pursue  the  sub- 
ject. The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  state- 
ment foraed  a  very  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion to  the  debate.  He  (Mr.  O'Connor) 
wished  again  to  call  attention  to  a  sub- 
ject which  he  was  sorry  to  say  he  had 
had  to  note  every  year  without,  ap- 
parently, any  amendment  on  the  part 
of  the  Department.  He  found  that  this 
year,  for  books  and  apparatus,  a  sum 
of  no  less  than  £35,000  was  set  down, 
which  was  an  increase  of  £1,000  on  the 
Estimate  of  last  year.  Now,  he  had 
called  attention  over  and  over  again  to 
the  character  of  these  books.  He  did 
not  suppose  that  any  Education  De- 
partment in  the  world  purchased  books, 
from  the  standpoint  of  common  sense 
so  imbecile,  firom  the  standpoint  of 
literature  so  worthless,  and  from  the 
point- of  view  of  nationality  so  insulting, 
as  the  Irish  Board  of  Education.  Owing 


to  the  system  adopted  in  Ireland,  the 
use  of  these  books  was  practically  com- 
pulsory, and  there  was  nothing  like  free 
trade  in  the  choice  of  books  aa  there 
was  in  England.  He  knew  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  would  not  be  able 
to  give  him  any  assistance  in  this  matter, 
as  he  was  as  innocent  of  information 
upon  them  as  he  was  of  the  ancient 
literature  of  Ireland.  No ;  it  was  per- 
haps possible  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
did  know  something  about  the  ancient 
literature  of  Ireland;  but  he  certainly 
did  not  know  anything  about  the  Nar 
tional  School  books  of  that  country.  The 
Irish  Members  had  reason  to  complain 
of  the  manner  in  which  these  Irish  ques- 
tions were  treated.  For  the  first  time 
for  a  considerable  period  they  had  had 
an  utterance  from  the  Prime  Minister 
on  an  Irish  question,  and  that  utterance 
had  been  of  a  very  satisfactory  character. 
He  thought  if  the  Prime  Minister  were 
to  intervene  more  frequently  in  Irish 
matters,  they  would  have  more  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  what  went  on  in  that 
country.  They  brought  on  Irish  sub- 
jects, and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary — owing  to  an  illness 
which  they  all  regretted  and  hoped 
would  be  soon  terminated — was  absent 
from  his  place.  The  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland,  with  a  prudent  reserve  not 
always  practised  by  Law  Officers,  con- 
fined himself  to  giving  opinions  as  sparse 
as  lawyers  usudly  gave  when  th^  wore 
asked  to  give  them  for  nothing.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  chained  his 
tongue,  and  declined  to  say  anythii^  as 
to  the  educational  administration  of  Ire- 
land. The  Secretary  to  the  Treasary, 
being  an  old  joumalist,  was,  of  course, 
able  to  pick  up  information  with  great 
facility,  and  was  able  to  give  it  wUh 
that  air  of  omniscience  which  every 
leader  writer  was  able  to  display  who 
was  worth  anything  to  a  newspaper  pro- 
prietor. If  he  (Mr.  O'Connor)  had  been 
foolish  enough  to  give  forth  a  small  ahare 
of  the  lai^  store  of  knowledge  he  might 
have  on  a  particular  subject,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasu^ 
would  get  up  and  convince  Engliui 
Members  of  the  Committee,  and  en- 
deavour to  teach  him,  that  his  (the 
Financial  SecretaTy*s]knowledge,aso(mi- 
pared  with  his  (Mr.  O'Connor^s),  was  as 
an  Enoyclopsadia  compared  to  an  A  B  0 
or  early  primer.  However,  he  would 
not  now  go  i^y  into  ^e  ailments, 
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but  would  defer  his  statement  to  the 
Beport,  if  he  thought  it  deeirable  to  go 
into  the  subjeot.  All  the  official  infor- 
mation as  to  Ireland  was  confined  to  a 
single  Member  of  th.e  Government,  and 
that  was  what  he  (Mr.  O'Connor)  kad  to 
oomploin  of — that  the  other  Members  of 
the  GoTemment  not  only  did  not  share 
the  knowledge  of  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Chief  Secretary,  but  took  care 
to  maintain  their  minoa  in  a  state  of 
gaturated  ignorance  on  these  subjects. 
What  was  the  result  ?  Why,  that  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  were  able  always  to  take  up  an 
attitude — which  he  should  have  thought 
such  good  Protestants  as  they  would  be 
ashamed  to  observe— namely,  an  atti- 
tude of  invincible  ignorance  on  Irish 
aflfairs.  As  a  rule,  when  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  made  his 
speech  on  an  Irish  subject  all  the  debat- 
ing power  of  the  Treasury  Bench  was  ex- 
hausted, and,  accordingly,  the  rest  of  the 
debate  was  left  to  the  reiterated  arguments 
of  th.e  Irish  Members  addressing  such  of 
the  English  Members  as  came  to  listen 
to  them.  That  was  not  Constitutional 
Goremment.  The  speech  they  had  just 
heard  from  the  Prime  Minister  had  been 
aati^aotoiy;  but  whenever  the  right 
hon.  G«ntleman  the  Chief  Seoretaty  and 
the  Prime  Minister  happened  to  be  in 
their  places  together,  and  the  latter 
seemed  to  be  paying  the  smallest  degree 
of  attention  to  what  feU  from  the  Irish 
Members,  he  (Mr.  O'Connor)  observed, 
with  almost  a  feeling  of  pity,  the  appeal- 
ing attitude  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 
Whenever  this  occurred,  however,  the 
ineritable  result  occurred  sooner  or  later 
— the  Chief  Secretary  was  thrown  over, 
and  the  Prime  Minister  adopted  the 
Irish  view  <Kf  tiie  case.  That  had  oc- 
curred several  times.  If  the  Prime  Mi- 
nistor  and  the  Chief  Secretary  were 
there  togel^er,  and  he  (Mr.  O'Connor) 
were  to  re-quote  the  paas^es  be  had 
often  brought  before  the  House  from 
these  books,  they  would  have  the  Chief 
Secretary  getting  up  at,  perhaps,  20 
minntee  past  11,  and  saying  that  the 
books  were  everything  which  his  own 
brilliant  pen  could  accomplish;  and 
about  20  minutes  after  12  they  would 
have  the  Prime  Minister  getting  up  and 
declaring  that  the  school  books  were  a 
diag^raoe  to  any  educational  establish- 
ment in  tiie  country.   The  result  was, 


that  when  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
Prime  Minister  were  sitting  on  the 
Front  Bench,  the  Prime  Minister  ap- 
peared to  have  his  ears  open  to  what 
was  said,  while  the  Chief  Secretary  all 
the  time  appeared  to  be  like  a  hen  on  a 
hot  griddle.  He  (Mr.  O'Connor)  would 
recommend  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury not  to  make  any  answer  on  this 
subject. 

Mb.  C0T7ETNEY  said,  he  was  aware 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  called  atten- 
tion to  this  subject  before,  and  that  he 
had  quoted  extracts  from  the  school 
books,  and  had  amused  the  House  very 
much.  He  had  an  impression,  however, 
that  he  had  seen  a  statement — he  could 
not  say  whether  he  had  dreamt  this,  or 
whether  he  had  really  seen  it — in  which 
it  was  stated  that  the  book  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  took  exception  had  been 
superseded.  He  could  not  say  whether 
that  was  the  fact  or  not. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  the  hon. 
Member  must,  as  a  public  man,  know 
as  well  as  he  (Mr.  O'Connor)  did,  the 
inutility  of  placing  any  reliance  upon 
any  statement  affecting  Ireland  which 
appeared  ia  Tk«  Timt*  newspaper.  If 
he  were  to  occupy  himself  wiui  correct- 
ing the  misstatements  with  r^^ard  to 
Ireland  which  appeared  in  that  paper, 
he  would  have  nothing  else  in  the  world 
to  do.  He  knew  to  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber referred — to  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  Tk»  Timw,  and  was  to  be  found  in  it 
nearly  every  day — a  letter  which  was 
about  as  extraordinary  a  sample  of  im- 
pending and  inflexible  mendacity  as  had 
ever  characterized  any  article  in  any 
journal  in  the  world.  The  operations 
of  nature,  the  pressure  of  the  seasons, 
the  daily  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun, 
were  but  mere  awkward  attempts  at 
uniformity  in  comparison  with  the  extra- 
ordinary regularity  of  the  mendacity  of 
this  statement  of  Irish  affairs  in  Tht 
Timet  newspaper. 

Mb.  GBAY  said,  that  if  no  hon.  Mem- 
ber wished  to  discuss  any  other  matter 
under  Sub-heads  A.  B.  and  0.  in  this 
Yote,  he  wuhed  to  move  to  reduce  it  by 
£33,543,  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
voted  for  the  maintenanoe  of  Model 
Schools  in  Ireland.  These  Model  Schools 
had  been  condemned  by  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission which  investigated  the  whole 
question  of  Primary  Education  in  Ire- 
land as  long  ago  as  the  year  1869. 
That  Boyal  Commission  recommeuded 
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on  good  grounds  the  complete  abolition 
of  these  Model  Schools,  and  the  utiliza* 
tion  of  the  funds  for  many  other  pur- 
poses. Like  many  of  the  recommenda- 
tioDB  of  other  donunissions,  however, 
this  recommendation  bad  remained  snch, 
and  nothin^f  more,  up  to  the  present 
day.  The  hon.  Member  for  C^low  (Mr. 
Dawson)  had  obtained  a  Return  dated 
12th  of  Angust,  1880,  which  showed 
the  work  of  these  schools.  At  that  time 
they  were  in  receipt  of  £36,086  a-year. 
The  sum  seemed  now  to  be  somewhat 
reduced ;  at  any  rate,  the  amount  asked 
for  in  the  Estiniate  was  only  £33,543. 
Probably,  if  the  matter  were  properly 
explained,  it  would  be  shown  that  the 
schools  had  some  other  source  of  income 
which  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Betuni, 
but  which  would  bring  the  amount  up 
to  £36,086.  But,  whether  the  exact 
anm  was  £33,000  or  £36,000,  the  Com- 
mittee would  agree  with  him  that  the 
sum  was  a  substantial  one.  It  was  only 
right,  when  the  Boyal  Commission  had 
stated  that  this  sum  should  not  be  ex- 
pended any  loi^r  on  this  particular 
purpose,  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
Bory — a  (Gentleman  so  jealous  of  the 
public  purse — should  give  some  inUma- 
tion  why,  for  the  past  15  years,  he  and 
his  Predecessors  had  asked  the  House 
to  sanction  this  expenditure.  Now,  the 
Keturn  to  which  he  referred  was  a  He- 
turn  first  giving  the  coat  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Model  Schools,  and  this  be 
found  to  be  £160,804.  The  cost  of  the 
staff  and  maintenance  was,  as  he  had 
stated,  given  at  £36,086 ;  and,  besides 
these  figures,  the  Keturn  gave  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  on  the  books,  and  an  ana- 
IjtOB  of  them  both  as  to  their  religion 
and  the  occupation  of  their  parents.  In 
1880  there  were  only  11,873  pupils  on 
all  the  books  of  the  Model  Schools  of 
Ireland.  For  these  11,800  pupils,  this 
£160,000  had  been  spent  on  buudinga — 
and  very  ^lendid  buildings  they  were — 
and  Parliament  was  called  on  to  vote 
£36,000  a-year.  When  they  compared 
the  miserable  salaries  paid  for  the  ordi- 
nary National  Schools  of  the  oonntrywith 
the  enormous  Vote— proportionately  to 
the  number  of  scholars  educated  in  the 
schools — forthese  Model  Schools,  it  would 
be  seen  that  there  were  occasions  when 
the  Treasury  could  not  only  be  liberal 
out  of  Imperial  funds,  but  even  extra- 
vagant, in  some  Departments  in  Ire- 
land.  They  found  an  explanation  when 

Mr,  Orag 


they  came  to  make  an  analyns  of  the 
scholarsin  the  schools,  andtheoccupations 
of  the  parents.  For  reasons  into  which 
he  need  not  now  enter,  the  Heads  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  had  long 
ago  declared  their  complete  dtsapproTU 
of  the  Model  School  system,  and  had 
warned  their  clergy  and  their  flocks  not 
to  permit  OathoHo  diildren  to  attend 
these  schools.  He  would  not  go  into  the 
reason  why  the  Catholic  Church  in  Ire- 
land adopted  that  view.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  it  had  adopted  it.  The  propor- 
tion of  Catholics  and  Protestants  in  Ire- 
land was  as  5  to  1 ;  yet  out  of  the  total 
number  of  1 1,873  scholars  in  the  Model 
Schools — and  this  was  sufficient  in  itself 
to  condemn  them — only  3,198  were  Ca- 
tholics, the  rest  being  R*otestants.  There 
were  4.100  belonging  to  the  late  Kstab- 
Ushed  Church,  and  3,641  Presbyterians, 
the  remainder  belonging  to  other  Pro- 
testant denominations.  Thus,  while 
Catholics  were  an  enormous  majority  of 
the  entire  population,  they  were  only  a 
small  minority  of  the  scholars  educated 
in  these  Model  Schools.  The  st^ods 
were  kept  up  for  ^e  advantage  and  ctm- 
venienoe  of  a  small  minority  of  the  popu- 
lation, composed  of  wealthy  persons  who 
had  no  dum  whatever  to  education  at 
the  public  expense.  When  they  came 
to  analyze  the  parentage  of  the  children 
they  were  educating  gratuitously  they 
found  that  his  statement  with  regard  to 
their  social  condition  was  absolutely 
verified.  Of  the  11,873,  344  were 
agents  or  managers ;  and  surely  an 
agent  or  manager,  whatever  agency  or 
managership  he  might  have,  had  no 
claim  to  have  his  child  educated  gratui- 
tously. He  was  not  sure  that  some  of 
these  parents  did  not  pay  the  nominal 
sum  of  5<.  a-quarter.  Some  of  the  chil- 
dren were  educated  gratuitously ;  but  in 
some  oases  a  nominal  payment  was  made. 
Six  were  apothecaries,  29  were  archi- 
tects— who  w^,  undoubtedly,  profes- 
sional men — 30  were  artists,  iv  were 
attorneys,  33  auctioneers,  10  baUifb,  3 
barristers,  86  clergymen — endowed  al- 
ready by  the  State,  and  now  getting 
their  children  educated  for  nothing —  843 
were  clerks,  72  engineers,  2  fishery  pro- 
prietors—he should  like  to  know  what 
claim  fishery  proprietors  had  to  hare 
their  children  educated  for  nothing — 210 
were  Government  employU  other  than 
clerks,  258  were  grocers,  36  were  medi- 
cal doctors,  284  merchants  and  taihn^ 
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7  newspaper  editors — and  as  both  a 
newspaper  editor  and,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  proprietor  he  felt  ashamed  to 
see  this,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
claim  this  class  bad  to  the  gratuitous 
education  of  their  children — 164  had  no 
profession — 'he  did  not  suppose  that 
meant  that  they  wore  casuals,  but  only 
that  they  were  persons  who  did  not  re- 
quire to  labour  for  their  bread — 256 
were  policemen,  932  were  shopkeepers — 
he  was  skipping  some — 1  was  a  sur- 
geon, 3  were  surveyors,  756  widows — 
and  they  were  a  class  who,  doubtless, 
had  something  to  say  for  themselves— 
46  were  workhouse  officials,  1,287 
farmers — some  of  whom,  probably,  de- 
served to  have  a  provision  of  this  kind 
made  for  them — 1,824  were  labourers — 
who,  of  course,  had  a  claim  to  the  gra- 
tuitous education  of  their  children — 672 
were  soldiers,  and  2,400  tradesmen. 
Those  who,  under  the  several  heads  he 
bad  mentioned,  might  have  a  claim, 
might,  he  imagined,  well  be  provided 
for  in  the  Primary  Schools,  and  did  not 
require  a  reckless  system  of  intermediate 
education  provided  for  them  out  of  the 
public  funds.  The  figures  be  had  read 
showed,  in  the  first  place,  he  thought, 
the  complete  failure  of  the  schools  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  scholars;  se- 
condly, that  they  did  not  serve  the 
vast  majoritry  of  the  population ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  the  schools  were  not  used 
by  the  classes  who  bad  a  need  for  gra- 
tuitous education ;  but  by  a  class  which 
was  opulent,  and  had  no  rigbt  to  come 
and  ask,  year  after  year,  for  free  educa- 
tion for  their  children — no  more  right 
than  they  had  to  ask  for  Votes  for  cloth- 
ing or  food.  These  arguments,  without 
bis  pressing  them  to  a  greater  depth, 
showed  great  foundation  for  the  Keport 
of  the  Commission  of  1 869,  and  he  must 
say  that  the  funds  should  be  devoted 
to  other  purposes.  He  listened  with 
curiosity  to  bear  what  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  say  in  defence  of 
the  maintenance  of  this  Vote  in  the  Es- 
timates. He  moved  the  rednotion  of 
the  Vote  by  £33,543 — the  amount  ap- 
pearing under  Sub-head  D. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  the  Item  of  £33,(43,  for  Model 
Schools,  be  omitted  from,  the  prc^osed  Vote." 
— (Jfr.  eray.) 

OoLOHEL  EINQ-HAB1CA2T  said,  be 
had  only  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  hon. 


Gentleman's  figures,  but  had  heard  one 
or  two  things  which  were  very  curious, 
and  which  persuaded  him  that,  if  what 
he  had  not  heard  was  of  the  same  nature 
as  what  he  had  heard,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's argument  did  not  go  very  far.  The 
hon.  Member  took,  amongst  others,  the 
sons  of  clergymen,  and  added  the  ex- 
traordinary remark  that  these  clergymen 
were  already  endowed  by  the  State.  His 
(Ckilonel  King  -  Harman*s)  reooUeotion 
was  that  the  endowments  of  Protestant 
clergymen  in  Ireluid  had  been  taken 
away  by  the  State,  and  that  the  ide^iy 
were  no  longer  endowed  by  the  State. 
They  who  bad  to  pay  for  the  support  of  the 
clergy  had  a  good  right  to  speak  of  the 
disendowmentof  the  Church.  The  hon. 
Member  objected  to  256  poUcemen 
having  their  children  educated  in  these 
Model  Schools.  Well,  he  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  could  not  conceive  a  more 
meritorious  body  of  men,  and  a  body 
more  entitled  to  have  their  children 
educated  free.  But  he  would  go  down 
a  good  deal  further.  The  hon.  Member 
objected  to  workhouse  officials,  widows, 
and  over  3,000  tradesmen  having  these 
privileges  for  their  children.  Perhaps 
the  Committee  was  aware  that  "  trades- 
men "  in  Ireland  did  not  mean  wefdthy 
shopkeepers,  who  stood  behind  their 
counters  and  served  out  their  wares  

Mb.  gray  wished  to  inform  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  that  he  had  not 
denied  the  claim  of  some  of  tiie  classes  he 
had  referred  to  to  this  education.  In 
quoting  the  figure  he  had  admitted 
that  some  of  the  classes  were  entitled  to 
send  their  children  to  these  schools. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  be 
had  understood  the  hon.  Member  to  say 
that  he  skipped  certain  classes  who 
might  have  a  claim,  and  only  quoted 
those  to  whose  children  he  objected  to 
see  this  gratuitous  education  given. 

Mb.  ghat  said,  he  had  mentioned 
labourers. 

OoLOKEL  KING-HARMAN  said,  the 
hon.  Member  had  mentioned,  amongst 
others,  ■"  tradesmen ;  "  and  his  (Colonel 
King-Harman's)  contention  was  that 
the  hon.  Member's  statement  was  mis- 
leading to  the  Oommittee,  for  the  reason 
that  '^toadesmm"  in  Ireland  —  as  all 
those  who  were  thoroughly  aoqnainted 
with  Ireland  were  aware— did  not  mean 
grocers,  bntehers,  linendrapers,  and  so 
on,  as  it  did  in  England ;  but  snoh  men 
as  bUbksmiths,  carpenten,  stonemasons, 
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and  x)eople  other  than  agrioDltnnl  la- 
bonrers,  jouroeyman  shoemaketB,  tailors, 
brichlayers,  masons,  and  so  forth,  were, 
perhaps,  amongst  the  most  needy  men  in 
Ireland,  and  amongst  those  who  most  re- 
qtiired  State  aid  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  These  classes  were  generally 
most  induetrions,  and,  in  intelligence, 
were  far  above  the  agricultural  labourer. 
They  were  certainly  not  amongst  those 
who  did  not  require  this  kind  of  educa- 
tion. He  only  mentioned  those  items 
he  had  heard  the  hon.  Member  refer  to, 
and  whidb,  he  maintained,  were  mis- 
leading. 

Mb.  OOTJBTNEY  said,  that  at  that 
time  of  night,  when  it  was  tiie  desire  of 
the  Irish  Members  to  enter  upon  the 
oonsideration  of  other  subjects,  he  did 
not  feel  jusrified  in  oooupying  much  time 
in  replying  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Oar- 
low  (Ifr.  Gray).  This  qneation  was  one 
which  had  been  often  discussed.  The 
Model  Schools,  everyone  must  admit, 
were  institutions  which  few  regarded 
with  satisfaction.  Borne  of  them  might 
be  fairly  described  as  a  success ;  but 
there  were  others  which  certainly  had 
not  been  successful ;  but,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow  must  know  very 
well,  it  was  one  thing  to  set  up  a  school 
and  another  thing  to  abolish  it.  So 
long  as  these  schools  were  in  existence 
andmaintained  a  fair  average  of  attend- 
ance of  scholars,  it  would  Iw  difflonlt  to 
put  an  end  to  them. 

Me.  ARTHUE  O'OONNOE  :  What 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  with 
Tward  to  them  ?  

MB.  OOITRTNEY  said,  he  was  unable 
to  answer  that  question  at  that  moment. 
The  attendance  at  present  was  at  least  a 
fair  average,  mdHcientto  justify  the  main- 
tenance of  the  schools.  There  was  an 
average  attendance  of  90  at  the  smallest 
Provincial  Model  School.  That  was  suflB- 
cient  to  justify  the  maintenance  of  the 
school.  The  larger  Model  Schools  had  a 
very  respectable  attendance.  The  schools 
were  there  if  scholars  chose  to  make  use 
of  them ;  but,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
pointed  out,  they  had  come  under  the 
ban  of  the  Catholic  hierarohv,  and  for 
that  reason  were  not  attended  by  as 
many  Catholic  pupils  as  might  be  ex- 
pected in  proportion  to  the  population. 
The  hon.  Member  had  hinted  that  many 

gersons  availed  themselves  of  this  Model 
chool  education  for  their  children  who 
were  perfeoUy  well  able  to  pay  school 
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A  great  many  of  the  parrato  did 
pay  flchou  fees  acc»rding  to  their  means. 
Three  thousand  paid  1«.  Id.  per  quarter, 
4,000  paid  2t.  6d.,  2,700  paid  5«..  and 
595  paid  lOs.  That  595,  he  should  think, 
would  cover  a  good  many  of  those  the 
hon.  Member  had  referred  to  as  hardly 
eligible  for  gratuitous  education.  He 
should  hope,  at  least,  that  it  woitld  in- 
clude the  newspaper  editors  and  proprie- 
tors. Then  there  were  35  who  paid  £1 
a- quarter.  Many  of  the  parents,  there- 
fore, the  hon.  Member  had  referred  to 
should  be  exempt  from  his  censure. 

Mb.  KENNT:  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber mean  that  those  who  pay  the  highest 
fees  compensate  the  State  for  the  amount 
expended  on  them,  or  that  the  average 
payments  compMisate  the  State  ? 
Mb.  OOUBTNEY:  Of  oourse,  not 

the  average.   

liOBD  BANDOLPH  CHUBCHILIi: 
We  all  regret  sincerely  the  absence  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  par- 
ticularly the  cause  of  that  absence.  It 
is  a  perfect  farce  discussing  Irish  Edu- 
cational Estimates  with  no  one  to  take 
part  in  the  discussion  from  the  Govern- 
ment Bench  but  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  for  it  is  plain  from  his  defence 
that\he  is  hopelessly  ignorant  of  the 
whole  subject  of  Irish  affairs  from  be- 
ginning to  end.  If  he  had  not  been  so 
hopel^ly  ignorant  of  these  affairs,  he 
could  not  have  concealed  from  the  Com- 
mittee that  these  Model  Schools  are  about 
the  greatest  imposture  whidi  oonld  be 
kept  up  in  Sreland.  The  House  of  Oom- 
mons— particularly  the  English  portion 
of  it — have  always  been  under  the  im- 
pression that  there  is  a  system  of  mixed 
education  in  Ireland,  and  these  Model 
Schools  are  very  often  triumphantly 
pointed  to  as  a  part  of  the  great  success 
of  mixed  education  in  Ireland.  But 
the  fact  is  that  mixed  education  does 
not  exist  in  that  country.  The  education 
there  is  thoroughly  denominational,  and 
the  House  of  Commons  has  usually  pre- 
ferred to  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is 
maintainiug  in  Ireland  by  grants  from 
the  State  a  system  of  education  aa  de- 
nominational as  it  can  be.  Yet  these 
Model  Schools  are  every  year  trotted  out 
to  persuade  the  House  of  Commons  that 
there  is  a  system  of  mixed  education 
existing  in  Ireland— a  system  in  which 
Oatholics,  Presbyterians,  and  members 
of  the  Ohurch  of  England  join  togethn 
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in  equal  numbers  to  receive  the  benefits 
of  education.  It  happened  to  me  to  be 
concerned  in  an  inquiry  into  the  subject 
of  Irish  Education,  and  I  then  found  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  mixed  educa- 
tion in  the  country.  What  you  find, 
generally,  in  the  model  iichools  is  this, 
that  there  are  a  great  proportion  of  Pro- 
testants atteodin^  them — these  schools, 
with  the  Unirersities  and  the  elementary 
schools,  are  attended  by  a  great  propor- 
tion of  Protestants,  and  by  two  or  three 
model  OatholicB,  who  are  trotted  out 
whenever  an  inspection  takes  place  to 
prove  that  a  system  of  mixed  education 
obtains  in  Ireland.  But,  as  a  matter  of 
iuct,  you  are  keeping  up  these  model 
schools  in  Ireland  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Protestant  body,  and  it  is,  un- 
doabtedly,  a  source  of  great  grievance 
and  annoyance  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Catholic  population,  and  particularly 
to  the  great  body  of  the  Catholic  clergy. 
The  Committee  will  observe  that  there 
are  in  Ireland  7,849  elementary  schools, 
of  which  there  is  scarcely  one  which 
is  not  thoroughly  denominational.  But, 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  farce  of  mixed 
education,  you  sustain,  at  a  cost  of 
£35,000  a-year,  these  30  model  schools. 
Imagine  what  these  are,  scattered  all 
Over  Ireland  for  the  benefit,  principally, 
of  the  Protestant  population.  You  spend 
an  original  sum  of  £160,000,  and  £35,000 
a-jear,  to  maintain  these  schools  merely 
for  the  £arce  of  persuading  English 

{lublio  opinion,  which  has  alwajrs  had  a 
eaning  towai^a  mixed  edu(»tion,  that 
you  are  maintaioing  a  system  of  nuxed 
education  in  Ireland.  Is  it  worth  the 
while  of  the  House  of  Oommons  to 
spend  that  large  sum  every  year  for  the 
sake  of  maintaioiog  what  is  really  no- 
thing more  nor  less  than  an  imposture? 
Is  it  fair  to  the  great  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation that  you  should  spend  this  large 
sum  of  money  principally  for  the  benetit 
of  a  particular  sect  and  of  a  particular 
class?  It  was  very  right  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  should 
ask  for  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
on  this  subject.  The  subject  has  been 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons 
many  times,  and  year  after  year  it  has 
been  put  off — ^year  after  year  the  Go- 
vernment have  refused  to  meet  it.  If 
the  Committee  can  be  induced  to  take 
an  interert  in  it,  and  say  they  will  pass 
the  Vote  for  this  year,  but  that  next 
year  they  will  insist  upon  having  a 
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positive  statement  from  the  Government 
as  to  what  they  will  do,  it  will  be  an  ex- 
cellent thing.  This  is  a  very  sore  sub- 
ject in  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  County 
of  Dublin  said  it  was  not  at  all  an  im- 
proper thing  that  the  members  of  the 
Irish  Church  should  have  their  children 
educated  in  these  model  schools. 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  :  I  said 
that  a  certain  number  of  Irish  clergy- 
men were  referred  to  as  being  endowed 
by  the  State,  and  that  that  was  not  the 
fact.    I  denied  the  statement. 

LoBD  BANDOLPH  OHTJBOHILL : 
I  must  take  issue  with  the  hon.  and 

gallant  Gentleman.  I  cannot  how 
e  makes  out  that  the  Irish  Church  is 
not  endowed  by  the  State.  I  have  an 
idea  that  when  the  Irish  Church  was 
disestablished,  excellent  terms  were 
made  by  the  clergy  with  the  State.  No- 
thiDg  will  induce  me  to  believe  that  the 
terms  they  made  with  the  State  at  that 
time  do  not  form  an  endowment.  It 
may  not  be  as  much  as  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  could  wish ;  but  it  is 
an  endowment,  and  it  is  worth  consider- 
ing. I  say  that  to  keep  up  these  model 
schools  solely  because  they  are  agreeable 
to  the  caprices  end  remains  of  that 
ancient  religious  ascendency,  which  I  do 
not  think  contributed  at  all  to  the  pros- 
perity or  welfare  of  Ireland,  ie  a  course 
which  I  do  not  think  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  go  on  consulting  to.  Here 
we  have  not  only  an  imposture,  but  a 
State  Establishment  maintained  princi- 
pally for  the  benefit  of  a  small  section 
of  the  population  who  can  perfectly  well 
afford  to  pay  for  their  own  schooling. 
I  hope,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  will 
not  be  inclined  to  injure  his  subject  by 
taking  a  Division  to-night,  but  that  ha 
will  receive  support  from  a  large  portion 
of  the  House,  and  will  receive  from  the 
Government  an  assurance  that  the  sys- 
tem of  model  schools  in  Ireland  will  be 
seriously  considered  by  them  with  a  view 
to  their  abolition. 

Mb.  GBAY  said,  that,  of  course,  he 
quite  appreciated  the  difficulty  of  dis- 
cussing this  matter  in  the  absence  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  oould. 
very  well  understand  that  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  some  difficulty  iu 
announcing  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment  on  the  subject;  but,  bearing  in 

3  0  Digilized  by  Google 


1859  Supply— Civil 


(COUMONSt  S0rvie«  EatimaUt.  I860 


mind  that  thie  was  a  matter  which  had 
been  frequently  discussed  since  the 
Boyal  Commiasion  condemned  these 
schools  in  1869,  he  must  say  it  was 
time,  having  now  arrived  at  the  year 
1884,  for  the  Government  to  at  least 
contemplate  the  possibility  of,  at  some 
period  or  other,  makiug  up  its  mind 
wiUi  regard  to  the  scfaools.  and  an- 
nonnrang  its  decision  to  the  House.  As 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said,  when  a  school 
vaa  ec^bluhed  it  was  difficult  to  abolish 
it ;  but  how  many  generations  were  to 
elapse  before  the  Government  would  put 
a  stop  to  this  system  of  education  ?  He 
should  be  content  if  the  noble  Marquess 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  would 
state  that  this  time  next  year  the  Go- 
vernment would  say  what  decision  they 
had  come  to  with  regard  to  the  recom- 
mendations  of  the  Eoyal  Commission  of 
1869.  He  should  be  delighted  to  with- 
draw his  Motion,  and  to  give  the  Go- 
Temment  another  12  months  to  consider 
the  subject.  It  was  easy  to  vote  them 
down,  no  doubt ;  but  he  did  think  the 
Irish  Members  had  a  moral  right,  in  the 
face  of  the  Keport  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission and  of  the  Keturn  which  had 
been  quoted  to  the  Committee,  to  insist 
on  the  Government  telling  them  that 
they  would  give  the  matter  their  serious 
attention.  He  ^d  not  think  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  reply  to  the  strictures 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  County  of  Dublin 
(Colonel  £ing  Harman).  He  had  been 
abundantly  dealt  with  by  the  noble  Lord 
rLord  Randolph  Churchill).  He  (Mr. 
Gray)  considered  that  when  the  Irish 
Church  and  the  incumbents  of  benefices 
in  that  Church  got  lar^  sums  which,  by 
a  special  Act  of  Parliament,  they  were 
able  to  convert  into  a  special  fund  for 
that  Church,  it  did  constitute  an  endow- 
ment. The  dei^y  of  the  Disestablished 
Church  in  Ireland,  whether  they  were 
at  that  time  incumbents  or  not,  who  now 
derived  benefit  from  the  fund,  were  now 
entitled  to  be  considered  as  endowed  by 
that  fnnd,  and  were  not  fit  persons  for 
public  charity.  He  was  quite  aware 
that  the  CHiuroh  had  been  disestablished 
in  1869 ;  but  he  knew,  also,  that  it  had 
not  been  disendowed.  He  should  be 
content  with  the  absence  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  if  they  could  have 
an  assurance  that  between  this'  and  nex( 
year  the  Government  would  take  thig 
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matter  into  coneideration.  On  thai 
understanding — if  anyone  would  tell 
them  that  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
would  be  acted  on — he  should  be  willing 
to  withdraw  his  Motion;  but  if  he  did 
not  receive  such  an  assurance,  and  if  he 
was  informed  that  all  these  wealthy 
persons,  or  persons  presumed  to  be 
wealthy,  were  to  continue  to  hare  their 
ohildren  edaoated  by  the  State,  although 
he  should  be  beaten,  he  should  consider 
it  his  duty  to  go  to  a  Diviuon. 

Mb.  BIGOaB  said,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  argue  this  question,  as  the  hca. 
Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  had 
argued  it  in  a  better  way  than  he  could. 
He  should  like,  however,  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
He  (Mr.  Biggar)  very  often  blamed  the 
Government  for  giving  large  sums  of 
money  where  it  was  not  required;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  for  being  exceedingly 
stingy  where  they  ought  to  he  liberal. 
This  was  a  case  in  point.  What  they 
did  in  the  matter  of  Irish  education  was 
this.  They  gave  over  £3  a-head  for  all 
the  pupils  in  these  schools,  they  being 
the  children  of  a  particularly  well-off 
class,  and  acted  in  a  most  stingy  man- 
ner towards  the  National  School  teachers, 
who  had  to  teach  the  children  of  the 
very  poor,  and  they  treated  the  nuns  in 
a  worse  way  than  they  did  the  National 
School  teachers.  That  was  a  matter 
which  he  thought  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  from  a  purely  English  point 
of  view,  would  do  well  to  take  into  con- 
sideration. This  system  obtained  in  al- 
most every  Public  Office.  They  saw  a 
great  many  people  who  had  to  do  very 
httle  work  receiving  large  salaries, 
whilst  those  who  did  nearly  all  the  work 
received  small  salaries.  As  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  represented  the 
Money  Department  of  the  State,  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mj*.  Biggar)  that  he 
would  be  doing  a  judicious  thing  by 
cutting  off  this  £35,000  a-yearof  Na- 
tional  iBzpenditure . 

Kb.  GOTJSTNEIY  said,  he  had  a  word 
or  two  to  say  in  reply  to  the  appeals 
which  had  been  made  to  him.  Witii 
respect  to  the  general  queation  raised,  it 
had  been  asked  more  than  once  that 
evening  whether  the  Qovwnment  would, 
next  Session,  take  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration. Well,  it  had  been  already 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government,  next  Session,  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  q^ration  pf  edn- 
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cation  in  Lreland,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
the  model  sohoola  would  torm  a  part 
of  the  subject  of  l^slation.  He  (Mr. 
Oourtney)  would  take  care  that  the  effect 
of  the  discuBsion  that  eveniuf^  was  re- 
presented to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, so  that  the  subject  could  be  con- 
sidered  by  the  Irish  Goverament  in 
connection  with  the  Bill  which  waa  to  be 
brought  io. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
there  would  be  very  little  chance  of 
reform  in  the  prescribed  system  of  edu- 
cation in  Ireland  in  the  course  of  next 
year,  and  he  thought  that  everyone 
who  had  listened  to  the  discussion  of 
this  Vote  must  feel  that  though  there 
might  be  a  hundred  and  one  points  in 
relation  to  it  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  Government  might  reasonably  be 
directed  by  the  Irish  Members,  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  find  more  than  one 
which  the  English  mind  could  readily  or 
easily  grasp.  He  would  not  say  that  the 
English  or  the  Scotch  Members,  or  even 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  were  to  blame  for  their  igno- 
rance of  this  subject ;  but  although  they 
might  not  be  able  to  appreciate  most  of 
the  points  arising  upon  it,  there  was  one 
question,  at  least,  which  the  English  and 
Scotch  Members  would  be  able  to  under- 
stand as  well  as  those  who  represented 
the  Irish  constituencies,  and  that  was 
the  question  of  inspection.  He  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  a  Commission 
waa  appointed  some  years  ago  to  inquire 
into  the  Civil  Services  of  Ireland  gene- 
rally, and  they  had  presented  a  Report 
recommending  that  the  remuneration  of 
the  Civil  servants  in  Ireland  should  be 
the  same  as  that  which  was  given  in 
England  in  the  case  of  those  persons 
whose  positions  corresponded  in  point 
of  difficulty  and  responsibility.  On  the 
4th  of  July,  1873,  Uie  House  of  Com- 
mons passed  a  Resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  general  inadequacy  of  the  scale 
of  salaries  of  the  Civil  servants  serving 
in  Ireland  should  as  soon  as  possible  be 
redressed.  Now,  of  all  the  different 
classes  of  Civil  servants  in  Ireland,  he 
supposed  there  was  no  class  which  was 
BO  hard  worked  and  highly  qualified, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  so  much  under- 
paidf  as  the  Inspectors  of  National 


Schools ;  and  he  would  ask  the  attnitiou 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 

the  Treasury,  while  he  referred  to  the 
comparative  positions  of  the  National 
Schools  in  England  and  those  employed 
in  Ireland.  In  Page  331  of  the  Esti- 
mates they  would  find  the  details  of  one 
Vote,  and  at  Page  397  the  details  of  the 
other.  In  England,  the  two  senior  In- 
spectors started  at  £900  a-year,  and 
there  were  three  on  the  old  scale  at 
£700.  There  were  73  Inspectors  at 
a  minimum  of  £400,  which  rose  by 
an  annual  increment  of  £50 — a  very 
substantial  advance — every  third  year 
until  it  reached  a  maximum  of  £800. 
There  were,  also,  38  Inspeitors  on 
the  old  scale  whose  salaries  rose  from 
a  minimum  of  £200  to  a  maximum 
of  £600.  Then,  there  were  26  Inspec- 
tors whose  minimum  salary  of  £300. 
a-year,  rose  to  a  maximum  of  £800. 
The  Sub -Inspectors  had  been  Inspec- 
tors' Assistants,  after  having  been 
schoolmasters,  and  they  had  been  ap- 
pointed without  any  examination.  The 
Sub- Inspectors  had  a  minimum  salary  of 
£300,  rising  to  a  maximum  of  £500. 
Turning  to  Page  397,  the  Committee 
would  be  enabled  to  contrast  the  pay  of 
the  Irish  Inspectors  with  that  of  the 
English  Inspectors.  There  were  in  Ire- 
land 66  District  Inspectors  who  began 
with  a  salary  of  £250  a-year,  which 
rose  by  an  annual  increment  of  £10,  and 
in  some  cases  of  £15,  to  a  maximum  of 
£500.  When  it  was  considered  that 
these  Inspectors  were  appointed  after  a 
competitive  examination,  the  programme 
of  which  was  almost  unequalled  for 
severity  in  the  Civil  Service,  it  became 
obvious  that  the  qnalifications  required 
from  the  English  and  Irish  Inspectors 
respectively  were  by  no  means  in  pro- 
portion to  their  several  salaries.  It  was 
not  merely  that  some  scholarship  was 
required  from  the  Irish  Inspectors;  but 
they  had  to  discharge  duties  of  so 
onerous  and  varied  a  character  that  none 
but  the  beet  men — men  of  first  class 
acquirements,  posBefising  great  bodily 
strength  as  well  as  great  tact  and 
patience — could  get  through  their  la- 
bours. Their  duties  were  a  great  deal 
more  varied  than  those  of  the  Inspectors 
in  this  country.  They  had  themselves  to 
examine  the  vouchers  for  promotion  and 
classification ;  they  had  to  look  at  the 
accounts  of  the  schools ;  they  were  called 
on  to  advise  the  sohoolmu 

Digilized  Dy 

3  0  2 


1863         Supply—  Civil 


[  COMMONS  ]  Service  JS$timaU».         1 864 


hundred  different  matters,  which  were 
dealt  with  by  correspondence  with  the 
Education  Department  of  this  country, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  find  a  class  of  public  serranto 
on  whom  BO  many  and  such  various 
responsibilities  devolved  as  on  this  par- 
ticular class  of  men  employed  to  inspect 
the  National  Schools  of  Ireland,  lliey 
began  at  a  minimum  salary,  which  was 
actually  less  than  that  of  the  English 
Snb-Inspeotors  who  never  passed  an 
examination  at  all. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  said,  surely  the 
hon.  Member  was  miBiDfonned.  No  In- 
spector was  admitted  without  a  severe 
examination. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  But  it 
is  only  a  pass- examination. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA :  It  is  an  examina- 
tion for  the  Civil  Service. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
found  he  was  mistaken,  as  there  was  an 
examination.  He  should  have  said  they 
had  a  pass-examination ;  but  the  fact 
remained  that  the  competition  for  the 
post  of  Inspector  in  Ireland  was  very 
much  more 'Stringent  than  they  had  to 
undergo  in  England,  while  tiie  English 
Sub-HspectoTS  underwent  merely  a  pass- 
examination.  After  having  acted  as 
schoolmasters  they  became  Assistant 
Inspectors,  and  from  that  position  they 
Med  up  to  Inspectorships.  They 
gan  at  a  scale  of  salary  which  was  £50 
higher  than  that  which  was  given  to  the 
District  Inspectors  in  Ireland,  where 
some  of  the  most  qualified  men  who 
held  these  appointments  went  in  at  a 
minimum  of  £260,  which  was  only  what 
was  given  to  a  clerk  in  the  upper 
division  of  the  Civil  Service,  with  an 
annual  increment  of  £10  a- year  up  to  a 
maximum  salary  of  £500 ;  whereas,  in 
England,  the  Sub-Inspectors  had  a  mini- 
mum of  £300,  while  in  the  lowest  scale 
of  Inspectors  the  salary  went  up  to  £600 
on  the  old  scale  and  on  the  new  scale  to 
£S00  a-year.  Considering  the  qualifica- 
tions required  of  these  men,  the  nature 
of  the  competition  they  had  to  undergo, 
the  duties  they  were  called  upon  to  £a- 
oharge,  and  the  responsibilities  resting 
upon  them,  he  thought  it  very  unjust 
towards  them  that,  contrary  not  only 
to  the  Report  of  the  Commission  to 
which  he  had  referred,  but  contrary 
also  to  the  Resolution  come  to  by  that 
House  on  the  4th  of  July,  1873,  the  ex- 
isting scale  of  remuneration  should  not 

Mr.  Arikwr  <yC»M0r 


have  been  amended,  but  should  still  be 
maintained.  He  thought  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  claim  for  an  mcreased 
allowance  of  pay  which  was  a  reason- 
able one,  it  was  ike  claim  now  made  on 
behalf  of  these  Irish  Inspectors.  They 
had  made  application — ^he  did  not  re- 
member when  it  was  sent  in — ^bot  it 
was  within  his  knowledge  that  th^  had 
applied  to  the  Department  for  an  im- 
provement in  the  terms  under  wKidi 
their  services  were  remunerated.  He 
was  not  aware  whether  the  Government 
had  given  any  final  or  favourable  reply 
to  that  application,  neither  Had  hs 
heard  any  argument  which  could  for  a 
single  momeot  justify  the  refusal  of  the 
claim.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  was  prepared  to  make  any 
statement  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  but  it 
was  essentially  a  Treasury  question,  and 
if  anything  had  been  done  or  directed,  it 
must  necessarily  have  been  reported  to 
him.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  the 
Committee,  not  the  determination  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  or  of  the  National  Edu- 
cation Department,  but  that  vhidi  he 
had  come  to  himself,  and  he  also  trusted 
that  the  communication  he  might  bare 
to  make  would  be  of  a  satisfkctwy 
character.   

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  subject 
was  one  he  had  had  under  his  observa- 
tion, because  it  was  one  of  the  matters 
that  were  referred  to  the  Treasury.  He 
must  point  out  that  the  comparison  the 
hon.  Member  had  made  as  betwe«i  the 
Inspectors  of  Schools  in  England  and 
Ireland,  was  not  quito  exact.  It  was, 
in  fact,  inexact  in  this  material  circum- 
stance, that  more  than  half,  or  about 
half,  of  the  Inspectors  of  England  were 
in  the  lowest  grade  of  Inspectors*  Assist- 
ants. There  were  291  Inspectors  in 
England  altogether,  and  of  those  no 
fewer  than  142  were  Inspectors'  Assis- 
tants, who  received  salaries  of  from  £150 
to  £300  per  annum. 

Mr.  AI^THUB  O'CONNOfi  said,  he 
had  confined  his  remarks  to  the  Jnspee- 
tors  and  Sub-Ihspectors. 

Mb.  COnRTNBY  said,  he  was  aware 
the  hon.  Member  had  confined  his  re- 
marks to  the  Inspectors  and  8ub-In^>ec- 
tors,  and  that  fact  constituted  the  point 
of  his  (Mr.  Courtney's)  observation. 
The  hon.  Member  had  not  considered 
and  compared  that  part-of  the  organin- 
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tioD  which  related  to  the  large  class 
of  Assistants.  In  England,  as  he  had 
stated,  there  were  142  of  these  Inspec- 
tors' Assistants,  who  were  doing  a  lower 
class  of  work  than  the  Inspectors  and  re- 
oeiving  lower  salaries,  which  varied  from 
£150  to  £300  a-year.  Then  there  were 
aboat  140  Inspectors  and  senior  Inspec- 
tors running  up  to  the  highest  grades, 
the  Sub-Inspectors  Teceiving  salaries  of 
from  £300  to  £500  a-jear.  Under  tho 
scheme  of  inspection  in  England,  there 
was  only  a  limited  number  of  superior 
oflicers  and  a  large  number  of  officers 
occupying  inferior  positions ;  while, 
under  the  system  which  prevailed  in 
Ireland,  there  was  a  large  number  of 
superior  officers  and  a  comparatively 
limited  number  of  inferior  officers ;  so 
that  what  had  been  done  in  Ireland  had 
in  reality  been  to  change  the  distribu- 
tion of  inspection  adopted  in  this  country, 
by  increasing  the  number  of  Inspectors 
to  a  number  corresponding  to  the  num- 
ber of  Inspectors'  Assistants  in  England, 
Tho  had  inferior  duties  and  smaller  pay, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  diminish  the 
number  of  Assistant  Inspectors  who,  in 
Ireland,  were  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
number  in  this  country.  If  they  took 
the  number  of  Inspectors  of  the  higher 
grade  in  England — ^namely,  140,  and 
compared  them  with  those  of  Ireland, 
tiiey  would  find  that  there  were  in  the 
latter  country  no  fewer  than  66  persons 
in  a  position  corresponding  with  that  of 
the  English  Inspectors.  If  1 40  Inspec- 
tors of  this  grade  were  sufficient  for 
England,  it  could  hardly  be  said  that  66 
-were  required  in  Ireland.  The  Irish 
ought,  in  fact,  as  a  matter  of  proportion, 
to  have  a  smaller  number  of  this  grade 
of  Inspectors  and  a  larger  number  of  the 
inferior  grade.  From  the  point  of  view 
from  which  this  question  was  regarded 
by  the  Treasury,  it  had  been  considered 
that  the  true  redress  of  the  existing 
inequality  would  consist  in  reducing  the 
number  of  the  Inspectors  and  increasing 
the  number  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors. 

Inspectmrs'  Assistants  in  Ireland 
ought  to  be  increased  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  in  En^and. 

Oouum,  EJNG-HABMAN  said,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  failed  to  deal  with  the 
very  forcible  argimients  advanced  by  the 
hoD.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Queen's 
County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor).  All  the 
speech  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 


sury had  amounted  to  was  that,  some 
day  or  other,  the  Government  might  pro- 
pose to  diminish  the  number  of  Inspec- 
tors in  Ireland  and  to  increase  the 
number  of  Sub-Inspectors ;  but,  in  ^tho 
meantime,  the  Inspectors  employed  in 
that  country  were  to  be  compelled  to 
live  on  a  salary  which  was  so  much  less 
than  that  paid  to  officers  of  tiie  same 
grade  in  England. 

Mb.  COUBTNET  said,  the  pay  of  an 
Assistant  Inspector  in  Ireland  was  not 
much  less  than  of  a  Sub-Inspector 
in  England. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
was  speaking  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors 
in  England  as  compared  with  the  Asus- 
tant  Inspectors  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  COUBTNET:  They  are  abont 
the  same. 

CoLoifEL  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
did  not  find  that  it  was  so.  This  was 
one  of  those  points  on  which  he  was 
able  to  agree  with  hon.  Members 
who  sat  bdow  the  Gangway  on  that 
(the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House. 
They  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to 
look  at  these  questions  from  a  Trea- 
sury point  of  view ;  they  ought  rather 
to  regard  them  from  an  Mucational 
point  of  view.  If  the  Govemment  re- 
quired a  highly  qualified  class  of  men 
to  supervise  the  education  of  Ireland, 
they  ought  to  pay  proportionately;  and, 
for  his  own  part,  he  was  not  able  to 
see  anything  in  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, that  because  they  had  not  in  Ireland 
a  large  number  of  low  class  men,  they 
were,  therefore,  right  in  giving  insuffi- 
cient remuneration  to  the  high  class  men. 
Let  the  Government  diminish  the  num- 
ber of  high  class  men,  if  they  liked ;  but, 
at  any  rate,  let  them  increase  the  pay  of 
those  they  retained  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  appertained  in  England.  He 
was  certainly  in  favour  of  the  views 
enunciated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor). 

Mti.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
had  been  for  some  moments  puzzled  by 
the  reply  he  had  received  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  SoCTOtary  to  the  Trea- 
sury. He  had  been  at  a  loss  to  make 
out  whether  the  nature  of  tiiat  reply  was 
to  be  attributed  to  ignorance  on  Uie  part 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  or  to  the  inge- 
nuity and  dexterity  with  which  he  was 
able  to  evade  an  awkward  subject.  He 
could  assure  the  hon,  Gentlemanhe  waa 
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mistaken  in  the  viev  he  bad  advanced, 
probably  because  of  his  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  details  of  Irieh  edu- 
cation. It  was  not  fair,  in  making  a 
oomparison  between  the  systems  adopted 
in  England  and  Ireland,  to  compare  the 
Sub-Inspeotora  of  England  with  the 
District  Inspectors  in  Ireland.  How- 
ever much  the  hon.  Gentleman  might 
attempt,  by  the  repetition  of  certain 
figures,  to  obfuscate  the  minds  of  hon. 
Members,  the  fact  remained  that  the 
Inspectors  of  the  highest  class  went  up 
to  £900  in  England,  while  the  District 
Inspectors  in  Ireland  did  not  go  up  to 
two<thirds  of  Uiat  sum.  In  Ireland  the 
highest  salary  paid  to  the  District  In- 
spectors was  £500,  while  the  Inspectors* 
Assistants  in  that  country  received  £  125 
as  compared  with  £160,  which  was  the 
salary  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors  in 
England  ;  while  in  England  they  went 
up  to  £300,  and  in  Ireland  to  £200.  It 
was  true  that  the  proportion  of  Assist- 
ants was  much  smaller  in  Ireland  than 
in  England ;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence ?  Why,  that  whereas  in  Eng- 
land every  Inspector  received  substantial 
assistance  from  an  Assistant  Inspector, 
in  Ireland  the  Inspectors  had  only  a  few 
days  in  each  year  in  which  they  obtained 
any  assistance.  Again,  in  the  matter  of 
leave,  in  England  the  Inspectors  had  42 
days'  holiday,  while  the  Irish  Inspectors 
had  only  29,  so  that  the  English  officers 
had  13  days  more  leave  than  was  ac- 
corded to  the  Irish  Inspectors.  As  a 
rnlcj  also,  he  found  that  the  Irish  In- 
spector was  a  better  qualified  man  than 
the  English  Inspector.  In  Ireland  the 
Inspector  had  more  duties  to  perform, 
duties  of  a  more  varied  character  and 
of  greater  responsibility  than  those  dis- 
charged by  the  English  Inspector.  Under 
these  circumstanoes,  it  was  monstrous 
that  the  pay  of  the  Irish  Inspector  should 
be  only  a  little  more  than  half  the  salary 
given  to  the  English  Inspector.  The 
large  number  of  Sub-Inspectors  in  Eng- 
land iocreosed  the  advantages  of  the 
English  Inspectors,  while  the  small  num- 
ber in  Ireland  operated  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  Irish  Inspectors.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  would  look  more  closely  at  the 
figures  given  in  the  two  sets  of  Esti- 
mates, in  which  case  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  admit,  as  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons  had  admitted  II  years  ago,  that, 
considering  the  competition  which  was 

Mr,  Arthur  O^Cmwr 


required  in  the  case  (rf  the  Lriah  Inspec- 
torships, the  officials  in  that  country  were 
greatly  underpaid  as  compared  with  the 
Staff  in  England. 

Mb.  DICK-PEDDIE  said,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  superior  organiza- 
tion of  the  Inspection  Staff  in  England 
and  Scotland  to  that  in  Ireland.  Yet, 
on  examining  the  Estimates,  the  Com- 
mittee would  find  that  the  Inspection  De- 
partment cost  more  in  Ireland  in  pro- 
portion to  population  than  it  did  in 
England  or  Scotland.  In  England  the 
amount  expended  wa8£ll5,000;  inSoot- 
land  it  was  £21,400  ;  in  Ireland  it  was 
£29,000.  If  there  were  a  number  of 
underpaid  officials  in  Ireland,  it  was  be- 
cause there  wwe  too  many  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  work  of  inspection.  The 
proper  remedy  for  the  present  etate  of 
things  was  to  make  the  organization  of 
the  Staff  in  Ireland  similar  to  what  it  was 
in  England  and  Scotland.  The  questicoif 
as  it  appeared  to  him,  was  one  of  read- 
justment, and  not  of  amount  of  satariea. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
instituted  a  comparison  that  was  very 
unfair.  He  had  said  that  if  England 
had  140  Inspectors  and  Ireland  66,  Ire- 
land had  too  many.  He  (Mr.  Kenny) 
was  of  opinion  that  the  fair  course 
would  be  to  point  out  that  England  had 
280  Inspectors  and  Assistant  Inspectors, 
and  Ireland  only  73  Inspectors  and  As- 
sistant Inspectors,  which  gave  some- 
thing like  a  fair  relative  proportion.  It 
was  perfectly  dear,  however,  that  the 
Inspectors  in  Ireland  were  paid  a  sum 
considerably  less  than  was  paid  in  Eng- 
land. Th^  knew  that  the  maximum 
salary  to  which  an  Irish  Inspector  could 
attain  was  £600  a-year,  while  in  Eng- 
land an  Inspector  could  rise  to  a  position 
in  which  his  salary  was  £900  a-year. 
No  wholesale  comparison  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  would  get  over  this 
fact,  or  make  it  appear  that  the  Irish 
Inspectors  were  as  well  paid  as  those  of 
England.  There  was  one  point  on  whic^ 
he  should  like  to  hear  an  answer  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  if  it 
should  not  come  within  the  province  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  answered  by  some  other  Member  of 
the  Government  whose  Department  it 
did  refer  to.  He  wished  to  ask  whether 
the  Inspectors  and  Assistant  Inspectors 
in  EngUnd  were  compelled  to  devote 
their  whole  time  fironijear's  end  to 
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year's  end  to  the  duties  of  their  offloes, 
or  were  they  allowed  to  do  anything 
else? 

Ms.  HTJNDEIiLA  said*  they  were 
compelled  to  devote  the  whole  tit  their 
time  to  their  duties. 

Mb.  KENNT  :  To  devote  the  whole 
of  their  time  ? 

Me.  MUNDKT.TiA :  Tee. 

Yote  agre$d  to. 

(3.)  £1,195,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Teachers'  Pension  Office,  Ireland. 

Mb.  AETHTJE  O'CONNOR  said,  this 
was  a  pnrely  Irish  Tote,  and  dealt  with 
the  pensions  of  Irish  schoolmasters ;  but 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Office  was  an 
Eoglishman.  He  should  be  sorry  to 
move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote,  beoause 
that  gentieman  happened  to  be  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  his  own ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  a  very  bad  system  that  a  purely 
Irish  Vote  should  be  given  in  charge  to 
a  subordinate  official  in  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish Fublio  Departments,  whioh  had  no- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  education, 
except  that  there  was  a  certain  amount, 
£200  a-year,  to  Mr.  Denham  Bobinson, 
the  Controller  of  the  War  Office,  who 
went  over  for  one  or  two  days  to  see 
liow  things  were  going  on  in  the  Super- 
axmuation  Office. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  it  was  true 
that  Mr.  Denham  Robinson  was  the 
Superintendent  referred  to  ;  but  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  working  of  the 
Office.  He  was  the  Actuary  of  the 
"War  Office,  and  had  to  revise  the  Tables 
under  which  the  scheme  was  arranged, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  supeiriee  its 
working,  and  see  whether  the  scheme 
was  carrying  out  :&nancially  that  for 
which  it  was  designed. 

Mb.  ABTHUR  O'OONNOB:  Bat 
why  should  an  Englidiman  stationed  in 
Sngland  have  to  do  that  ? 

Mb.  COUBTNET  said,  it  was  an 
economical  arrangement  by  which  the 
Government  employed  for  the  duty  re- 
quired to  be  done — whioh  did  not  de- 
mand an  Actuary's  whole  time — an 
official  who  was  devoted  to  similar  work 
under  Government  employ. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  was  aware  that  Mr. 
J)enham  Robinson's  work  was  more  than 
enough  to  take  up  the  whole  of  his 
time,  and  that  he  was  allowed  extra  pay 
and  allowances  ? 


Mb.  gray  said,  it  would  he  obvious 
to  the  Committee  that  this  appointment 
had  the  appearance  of  making  a  snug 
berth  for  Mr,  Denham  Robinson,  who 
was  a  War  Office  official  It  was  only 
part  of  an  entire  system. 

Mb.  HiLINGWOBTH  said,  this  was 
not  an  Irish  Yote. 

Yote  Offrted  to. 

(4.)  £1,250,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Royal  Irish  Academy. 

Class  YI.— Noit-Eppeotivb  Aim  Cha- 
ritable Sebviceb. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  Bnm,  not  exceeding  £206,828,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  the  som 
necessary  to  doEray  the  Cha^  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1885,  for  Bnper- 
annuation  and  Botired  Allowances  to  Feraona 
formerly  employed  in  the  Pablio  Service,  and 
for  Compassionate  or  other  Special  Allowaaoes 
and  Gratuities  awarded  by  the  Oommissionen 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury." 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOB  asked 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  if  this  was  the  Vote  which  in- 
cluded the  allowance  for  the  super- 
annuation of  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Connellan  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  amount  that  was  given  to  Connellan 
under  the  Vote  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  £450. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  of  the 
nature  of  the  charges  which  had  been 
made  against  this  recipient  of  a  Govern- 
ment pension,  and  whether,  in  the  face 
of  those  charges,  he  still  held  that  this 
Vote  should  be  passed  by  the  Committee 
in  its  int^rity  witibout  any  discussion  t 
Was  the  hon.  Gentieman  aware  that 
Connellan  had  escaped  proseention  by 
removing  himself  into  a  foreign  coun- 
try ?  And,  further,  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther the  Government  had  ever  had  under 
its  consideration  the  position  of  this 
man,  and  his  claim  to  a  pension  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  it  was  per- 
fectly true  that  the  pension  in  question 
was  included  in  this  Vote.  That  pension 
had  been  awarded  in  1868.  Of  course, 
the  hon.  Member  was  aware  that,  under 
the  Superannuation  Act,  Civil  servants 
in  a  certain  position  were  entitled  to 
pensions  after  attaining  ai 
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In  the  year  1868  this  person  was  retired 
at  a  certain  age— was  to  sav,  at  the 
age  at  which  a  person  had  a  right  to  re- 
tire. Papers  were  sent  in  to  the  Trea- 
sury, which  papers  being  in  the  required 
order,  a  pension  was  awarded.  The  cir- 
oumstances  dated  so  far  back  that  he 
had  no  personal  cogDizanoe  of  the  steps 
that  were  taken  at  the  time ;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  was  quite  true  that  when  Con- 
nellan retired,  there  were  accusations  of 
infamous  conduct  against  him.  He 
believed,  also,  that  the  matter  had  been 
so  far  inquired  into  as  to  ascertain  that 
no  warrant  was  issued  against  Omnel- 
lan  in  England.  He  was.  therefore,  a 
person  who,  having  served  his  time  in 
the  Civil  Service,  was  entitled  on  that 
ground  to  a  pension ;  and  however 
grave  might  have  been  his  conduct, 
whatever  foundation  there  might  have 
been  for  the  charges  against  him,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  there  had  been  no 
warrant  against  him  or  conviction  for 
felony,  and,  therefore,  he  (Mr.  Courtney) 
apprehended  that  he  had  at  the  time  an 
indefeasible  right  to  a  pension,  and  that 
it  remwned  indefeasible  to  that  day. 

Mb.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  on 
what  Statutes  or  otherwise  the  claim  was 
founded  f 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  al- 
ready referred  to  the  Sa|>erannuation 
Act,  and  he  believed  the  right  and  just 
view  of  the  law  to  be,  that  conviction  for 
felony  would  have  forfeited  the  pension, 
and  that  there  having  been  no  conviction 
for  felony  the  pension  could  not  be  taken 
away.  The  ooncludion  he  had  arrived 
at  was  that  the  Treasury  would  be 
liable  to  an  action  at  law  if  payment 
were  refused.  Of  course,  if  the  House 
of  Commons  refused  to  vote  the  pension, 
it  might  be  pleaded  in  defence  of  such 
action  that  Parliament  had  not  placed 
any  money  at  their  disposal  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  claimed;  but  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  a  Court 
of  Law  would  hold  the  plea  to  be  vaUd. 
On  these  dimple  grounds  the  Oovemment 
thoi^ht  it  right  to  submit  a  Vote  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  meet  this  expense. 
They  did  not  see  their  way  to  withdraw 
the  pension  which  was  awarded  in  1868, 
which  had  been  regularly  paid  from  that 
time  to  the  present,  and  which,  there 
beingno  conviction  for  felony  against  this 
person,  they  believed  was  due  as  a  right 
now.  That  waethe  view  he  ventured  to 
lay  before  the  Committee.   The  Com- 


mittee  would  exercise  their  discretion  in 

i'  ndging  the  matter ;  but  in  point  of  law 
le  believed  there  was  no  answer  to  the 
claim.  Whatever  course  might  commend 
itself  to  him  were  he  a  private  Member 
of  that  House,  he  found  it  imposmMe,  as 
a  Member  of  the  Oovemment,  to  with- 
draw  the  Vote  from  the  Estimate. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  inferred,  firom 
the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  answered  the  qnesttons  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr. 
A.  O'Connor)  on  the  subject  of  Oonnel- 
lan's  pension,  and  from  the  fact  that  he 
had  given  more  information  than  he 
usually  afforded  the  House,  that  tbe  hon. 
Gentleman  had  consulted  with  bis  Col- 
leagues, who  had  more  experience  than 
he  possessed,  with  reference  to  this  Vote. 
He  inferred  also  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  received  information  as  to  the  ver- 
dicts which  had  just  been  given  in  Ire- 
land, for  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  those 
verdicts  had  not  been  returned,  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  been  told  that  Con- 
nellan was  one  of  the  most  rig^teoos 
persons  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  it  was 
a  shame  and  a  scandal  that  suoh  charges 
should  be  made  against  him.  But  he 
was  quite  sure,  notwithstanding  the  posi- 
tion which  the  Government  had  taken 
up,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  knew  a 
great  deal  more  about  Connellan  than 
he  had  told  the  Committee.  Although, 
perhaps,  he  had  not  gone  back  to  the 
whole  history  of  the  case,  having  no  de- 
sire  to  do  so,  he  knew  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  that  the  facts  were  as  dis- 
graceful as  they  could  possibly  be.  Lord 
Carlisle,  at  the  time  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  was  the  man  responsible  for 
all  that  had  taken  place.  The  Qovera- 
ment  knew  that. 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  Lord  Carlisle  was 
not  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  that  it  was  hk  in. 
fluenoe  which  settled  tiie  matter.  That, 
at  any  rate,  was  the  statement  mstde 
on  the  subject.  [Mr.  CoimnrET :  No.] 
Would  the  Govwnment,  then,  infbrm  the 
Committee  on  what  ground  OonneUan 
obtained  his  pension  ?  It  appeared  that 
at  the  time  Connellan  was  stopping  at 
a  country  house  in  Devonshire,  that  he 
there  committed  this  disgraceful  offence, 
and  that  the  question  was  submitted  to 
the  Qovemmeot  of  the  day ;  it  was  also 
laid  before  a  jury  of  honour,  or  a  Court 
of  Honour,  which  decided — that  was  to 
say,  the  noble  Lord  he  Jiad  relened  to 
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decided  for  this  jury  or  Court — that 
Connellan  would  have  to  resign  his 
official  position  and  leave  the  coun- 
try. It  was  then  and  under  those 
cironmstances  that  this  pension  had 
been  patched  up  for  Connellan,  and 
because  he  said  tbat  if  he  were  prose- 
cuted and  did  not  get  a  pension,  he 
would  im^ioate  many  more  persons  than 
himself,  it  was  said  that  the  man  Corn- 
wall, now  in  Kilmainham  Qaol,  was  one 
of  the  persons  who  would  have  been 
implicated.  This  was  the  case  of  a  man 
who  had  been  charged  with  the  com- 
mission of  a  gross  offence,  who,  upon 
that  charge  being  inquired  into,  was 
obliged  to  give  up  his  situation  in  the 
Civil  Service  and  to  leave  the  country, 
who,  nevertheless,  had  been  placed  on 
a  pension  of  £450  by  the  Government 
of  the  day,  and  which  snocessive  Govern- 
ments had  continued  to  him  year  after 
year.  Supposing  the  charge  had  been 
one  of  murder,  he  asked,  would  the 
Qorernment,  in  the  case  of  a  man  so 
accused,  who  had  left  the  country  so 
quickly  that  a  warrant  could  not  be 
executed  f^taiust  him,  have  given  him  a 
pennon?  The  idea  was  absurd.  Con- 
nellan had  now  returned  to  London, 
because,  the  thing  being  16  years  old, 
lie  thought  himself  safe  from  the  charge. 
But  only  let  the  Treasury  refuse  to  pay 
the  pension,  and  he  (Mr.  Healy)  would 
like  to  see  Connellan  bring  the  action 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  so  much  dreaded,  espe- 
cially in  the  face  of  recent  revelations. 
An  action  by  Connellan  against  the 
Treasury  was  one  of  the  richest  things 
imaginable.  Why,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  as  much  in  dread  of  an  action  by 
Oonnellan  as  he  was  in  dread  of  an 
action  by  Noah.  What  man  of  sense, 
knowing  that  Connellan  had  simply 
come  back  to  England  because  he 
thought  that  his  case  had  been  for- 
gotten, would  believe  for  one  moment 
that  he  would  bring  an  action  against 
the  Treasury  for  his  pmsion ?  where 
were  the  wtuous  supporters  of  this 
Ghristian  Government  that  evening ;  did 
they  not  object  to  thees  kind  of  transac- 
tions P  They  were  in  favour  of  Chris- 
tianity ;  were  they  also  in  favour  of 
offences  of  this  kind  ?  They  were  in 
favour  of  Church  rates  being  abolished  ; 
were  they  in  favour  of  £450  a-year  being 
given  to  Connellan,  a  man  who  had  run 
uomthe  ooontiy  for  adisgtaoefuloffence  ? 
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Were  not  English  Members  as  much  in- 
terested in  domg  what  was  proper  in  this 
matter  as  Irish  Members  P  They  knew 
the  class  that  Connellan  belonged  to; 
they  knew  that  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  admitted  the  circumstances ; 
and,  that  being  so,  he  asked  hon.  Mem- 
bers if  they  really  intended  to  walk  into 
the  Lobby  and  support  the  Gk>vemme&t 
in  giving  a  pension  to  this  man  f  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouohere),  he  believed,  knew  all  the 
circumstances  surrounding  the  dismissal 
of  Connellan  ;  but  he  questioned  whe- 
ther he  had  ever  before  heard  that  he 
was  getting  a  large  pension  from  the 
State,  and  he  would  very  much  like  to 
know  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
represented  a  constituency  somewhat  in- 
terested in  the  question  of  pensions,  was 
going  to  support  the  Vote  ?  He  would 
point  out  one  fact  to  the  hon.  Membw 
for  Northampton.  This  was  the  first 
year  that  the  Government  had  omitted 
to  give  the  name  of  this  man  in  the  list 
of  pensions.  Anyone  looking  at  the 
list  in  former  years  would  think  that  the 
name  of  Counellan  belonged  to  some 
nobody  whom  it  was  no  harm  to  pension ; 
but  since  the  Ihiblin  scandals  the  name 
had  been  omitted  from  the  Estimates, 
and  the  fact  that  this  pension  was  on  the 
Superannuation  List  at  all  had  to  be  ex- 
tracted from  the  Government  by  a  series 
of  questionB.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment would,  in  future,  have  to  give  back 
to  Irish  Members  their  Connellan,  so 
that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  question  of  his  pension  as 
long  as  it  continued  to  be  paid.  He 
considered  that  it  should  go  forth  to  the 
country  that  the  Liberal  Government, 
which  assumed  to  itself  the  posseauion 
of  such  shining  virtues,  was  going  to 
vote  a  large  pension  annually  for  a  man 
charged  with  an  unnatural  offence.  He 
(Mr.  Healy)  should  scrutinize  the  list  of 
names  of  Gentlemen  who  went  into  the 
Lobby  to  support  a  Vote  of  the  kind. 
They  knew,  of  course,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr.  Courtney) 
and  other  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  were  going  to  support  the  Vote ; 
but  he  would  ask  any  ordinary  Christian 
Gentleman  who  supported  the  Govern- 
ment, if  he  was  going  to  vote  for  the 
pension  of  Corry  Connellan  in  the  face 
of  the  recent  verdicts?  There  were 
rumours  that  the  people  of  Mid  Lothian 
complained  tbat  the  Houaa^f  Commons 
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Bat  on  Sandays  ;  but  what  might  be  ex- 
pected from  them  when  it  came  out  that 
they  had  voted  £450  a-year aa apeixeion 
to  this  man  ?  He  appealed  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  not  to  allow  their 
name  to  be  tarnished  by  putting  upon 
the  Estimates  a  charge  of  this  kind,  and 
to  the  supporters  of  Her  Majesty's  Qd- 
vemmeat  not  to  go  into  the  Lobby  to 
vote  it. 

Mb.  LABOUOHEBE  said,  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  into  the  charge  against  this 
person  was  that  he  was  invited  to  give  up 
nis  ofl&cial  position,  and  to  take  his  name 
off  the  books  of  the  Clubs  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  wiUi  theknowledge  that  if 
he  did  not  do  bo  be  would  take  the  con- 
sequences. He  practically  admitted  the 
allegation  by  taxing  his  name  off  the 
Club  books,  and  by  giving  up  his  official 

Eosition.  He  (Mr.  Labouchere)  believed 
e  went  to  America.  He  thought  the 
Government  might  have  acted  in  the 
same  manner  with  regard  to  the  pen- 
sion. Supposing  they  were  not  to  pay 
the  pension.  If  they  said — "  We  shall 
not  pay  you ;  we  shall  do  precisely  as 
those  gentlemen  did  who  investigated 
the  matter ;  and  if  you  like  to  bring  an 
action  you  will  take  the  consequences, 
bat  we  shall  not  on  our  parts  take  action 
against  you,"  he  was  quite  satisfied  that 
would  end  the  matter.  But  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  done  so,  and  now  the  Com- 
mittee was  again  asked  to  vote  this  pen- 
sion. He  beUeved  that  if  hon.  Members 
had  been  aware  of  what  they  were  voting 
in  former  yeara,  the  Yote  would  not  have 
been  now  on  the  Estimates.  His  view 
of  the  cose  was  that,  law  or  no  law,  the 
man  ought  not  to  have  the  pension.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  spoken 
of  Connellan  as  a  poor  pensioner,  77 
years  of  age,  who  would  not  live  long, 
and  who  ought  to  have  the  pension  as 
a  provision  for  his  old  age.  Iii  his  (Mr. 
Labouchere's)  opinion,  that  was  not  ex- 
actly the  provision  that  should  be  made 
for  him— ne  thought  it  ought  to  be  some- 
thing in  connection  with  one  of  tiie  gaols. 
But  aa  the  pension  had  now  come  before 
the  Committee,  and  as  they  had  to  vote 
on  the  question,  he  should  divide,  on 
hia  judgment,  against  Connellan  having 
one  penny  of  the  money. 

Mb.  COURTNETsaid,  tfaehon.Mem- 
ber  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  re- 
ferred, in  the  course  of  his  speech,  to 
Lord  Carlisle.  Since  the  hon.  Member 
spoke  he  had  made  ioquiries,  and  found 


that  Lord  Carlisle  died  in  1864,  the  pen- 
sion  in  question  having  been  awarded 
in  1868.  Now,  the  hon.  Member  had 
also  spoken  of  scrutinizing  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  went  into  the  Lobby  to  sup- 
port this  pension.  He  (Mr.  Courtney) 
had  put  the  matter  before  the  Commit- 
tee as  a  matter  of  law  and  justice,  and  he 
oonoeived,  having  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  and  justice,  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  be  entirely 
unworthy  of  their  position,  if  they  were 
then  for  the  first  time,  upon  no  record, 
upon  no  conviction,  and  upon  no  war- 
rant issued,  to  refuse  the  pension.  The 
hon.  Member,  as  he  had  ^ntedout, 
had  directed  smne  observations  to  hon. 
Members  who  should  vote  for  the  Mo- 
tion before  the  Committee.  He  (Mr. 
Courtney)  said,  for  himself,  that  if  he 
were  an  independent  Member  of  the 
House  he  should  be  ashamed  of  him- 
self if  he  were  to  shrink  from  voting 
the  pension  because  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  was  going  to  intimidate 
him. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  was  not  going 
to  intimidate  anybody.  All  the  remark 
made  in  that  House,  he  presumed,  were 
addressed  to  the  intelligence  of  hon. 
Members,  and  he  trusted  no  one  would 
be  led  away  by  the  remarks  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury.  He  thought,  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  that  argument  alone 
should  be  used,  and  seeing  opposite  an 
hon.  M«nber  who  was  a  very  faithful 
supporter  of  the  Government,  ne  vroold 

Eut  the  cose  to  him.  The  hon.  Member 
new  that  a  Yote  was  going  to  be  put  to 
the  Committee  which  involved  a  pension 
to  a  man  accused  of  an  unnatural  offence, 
and  he  knew  that  it  had  never  been  found 
out  till  that  evening  that  this  pension 
was  on  the  Books  of  the  House.  He  (Mr. 
Healy)  would  put  it  to  that  Christian 
Gentleman  the  hon.  Member  for  Donegal 
(Dr.  Kinnear)  to  say  with  what  face  he 
could  go  before  his  constituents  and  be- 
fore the  Synod  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  admit  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
pension  of  tbis  offender  being  paid  by 
the  British  taxpayer?  He  maintainea 
that  on  this  question  Members  must  act 
on  their  own  individual  responsibility. 
On  ordinary  questions  he  would  say  Uiat 
the  Gtovemment  were  responsible ;  bat 
in  this  mattw  the  oonsoienoes  of  private 
Members  were  concerned.  The  Gorwn- 
ment  had  more  information  on  this  sub- 
ject than  was  in  posBesaioi}  of  the  Oom- 
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mittee ;  but  now,  at  all  eveots,  they  had 
the  fact  that  Oorry  Connellan  was  a  man 
of  the  character  described,  and  that  he 
was  getting  a  pension  of  £450  a-year. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  said  there 
was  no  warrant  against  bim.  But, 
whose  fault  was  tbat  ?  Tbe  Government 
of  the  time,  and  succeBsiTe  Governments, 
bad  hushed  up  the  case  because  of  Oon- 
nellan's  aristocratic  relations ;  things  of 
tbat  kind  were  by  no  means  uncommon ; 
but  it  was  little  thought  tbat  this  Corry 
GonneUaa  on  the  Estimates  was  the  in- 
dividual about  whom  there  was  this  old 
scandal.  He  hoped  the  appeal  he  made 
would  be  regarded  faTourably  by  boa. 
Members  who  were  staunch  supporters 
of  tbe  Government.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  himself  had  admitted,  and 
he  would  put  it  to  hon.  Members,  and 
even  to  the  Christian  Divine  who  repre- 
sented Donegal,  that  if  the  pension  were 
refused  by  the  House  of  Commons  the 
Treasury  would  have  a  complete  answer 
inlaw.  [Mr.  Courtney:  No.]  At  all 
events,  the  hon.  Member  admitted  that 
it  would  be  a  doubtful  thing. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
is  making  observations  with  regard  to 
another  hon.  Member  which  are  not  in 
Order. 

Mb.  HEALT  :  I  apologize,  if  tbat  is 

BO. 

Thb  OHAIBMAN  :  Tbe  remarks  of 
Ibe  bon.  Member  are  characterized  by 
a  term  not  usually  empl<^d  here.  He 
has  addressed  the  bon.  Member  for 

Donegal  as  "The  Christian  Divine," 
which,  I  repeat,  is  a  term  not  usually 
employed  here. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  would  with- 
draw the  word  "Christian"  or  "Di- 
vine," just  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  might 
like.  It  was  said  that  in  this  case 
the  Government  would  be  in  dread 
of  an  action  if  the  House  refused  to 
vote  the  money.  If  tbat  was  so,  that 
would  relieve  every  Member  who  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Government  from  sup- 

Sorting  them  in  this  matter ;  but  the 
ecretary  to  the  Treasury  said  he  was 
not  aware  what  position  they  would  be 
in  if  they  were  legitimately  cast  by  their 
own  motion.  This  genUeman  was  in 
receipt  of  a  pension  of  £436  per  annum, 
and  he  should  move  tbe  reduction  of  tbe 
Vote  by  that  amount ;  and,  at  tbe  same 
time,  be  wished  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
tbe  Treasury  whether,  in  future  years, 
be  would  place  the  name  of  Mr.  Connel- 


lan on  the  Estimates,  as  had  usually  been 
done  until  this  year  ? 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £206,392,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Chai^  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slet  day  of  March  1885,  for  Superannuation 
and  Retired  Allowances  to  Fersoas  formerly 
employed  in  the  Public  Service,  and  for  Com- 
mamonate  or  other  Special  Allowances  a&d 
QratuitieB  awarded  by  the  Commimonen  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treaanry."— (Ifr.  Rtaiy.) 

Mr.  ABTHUE  O'CONNOR  said, 
that  with  regard  to  the  observations  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  as  to  the 
right,  founded  upon  Statute,  of  this 
wretch  to  continue  on  the  Pension  List, 
he  begged  to  direct  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's attention  to  the  30th  section  of 
the  Act  4  &  5  Will.  IV.  c.  24.  That  Act 
was  to  be  construed  with  the  Superan- 
nuation Act,  I8d4,  which  repealed  some 
of  its  sections ;  but  this  30th  section  con- 
tained this  Proviso — 

"  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  extend 
or  be  construed  to  extend  to  give  any  person 
an  absolute  right  to  compensation  for  past  aer- 
Tices." 

Therefore,  be  denied  the  right  of  either 
this  man  Connellan,  or  any  other  person, 
to  claim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  a  pension 
for  past  serrioes. 

Mb.  COUBTNET  said,  it  came  under 
the  present  Act. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  repeated 
that  the  Superannuation  Act,  1859,  was 
to  be  construed  with  the  Act  4  &  5 
Will,  IV.  c.  24,  and  the  30th  section  of  the 
earlier  Act  distinctly  laid  down  a  Proviso 
and  an  Enactment  Clause  providing  that 
no  person  should  have  an  absolute  right 
to  superannuation  on  tbe  ground  of  past 
services.  Therefore,  tbe  contention  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  not 
hold  water.  But,  on  another  ground, 
it  was  perfectly  obvious  that  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasuiy  was  wrong.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  this  man  bad  been 
pensioned,  and  had  a  right  to  draw  bis 
pension ;  but  Roundell  Palmer's  Act 
provided  that  if  any  pensioner  on  the 
Superannuation  list  was  guill^y  of  and 
convicted  of  a  felony,  be  «Lould  forfeit 
bis  pension.  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury deduced  from  the  wording  of  that 
Act  the  coudusion  that  unless  a  man 
was  actually  convicted  of  a  felony  be 
had  an  absolute  right  to  continue  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  penai<Hi,^  Now,,  be 
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would  put  it  to  tlie  CoiDmittee  vhetlier, 
if  a  man  was  charged  with  committinf^ 
treason  and  fled  the  country,  he  would  still 
hare  a  right,  under  this  pretended  statu- 
tory enactment,  to  continue  to  draw  his 
pension  ?  It  was  perfectly  obvious  that 
he  would  not,  and  the  IVeasury  would 
not  think  of  continuing  the  peaslon. 
But  there  was  another  point.  How  was 
it  that  if  a  Oivil  servant  went  on  to  the 
Fensioii  List,  and  wished  to  draw  his 
pension  abroad,  he  bad  so  much  diSi- 
culty  in.  obtaining  permission  to  have 
his  pension  paid  to  him  outside  this 
country?  And  how  was  it  that  this 
infamous  iellow,  who  was  pensioned  in 
1868,  was  allowed  to  go  all  over  the 
world,  the  Qovmiment  not  oaring  where 
he  was,  and  was  allowed  to  draw  his 
pension  through  a  Dublin  bank,  he  sup- 
posed by  power  of  attorney  7  This  man 
was  now  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
ought  to  be  proceeded  against,  and  no- 
body knew  that  better  than  the  occu- 
pants of  the  Treasury  Bench.  If  not, 
then  there  was  in  this  case  some  new 
departure  as  to  the  rule  which  obtaiaed 
in  this  country  as  to  issuing  pensions 
abroad.  Why  was  there  this  difference 
between  the  case  of  an  ordinary  Civil 
servant  pensioned  in  England,  and  the 
case  of  this  man?  Had  the  Gbvem- 
ment,  put  as  it  were  on  the  defensive, 
set  their  backs  against  the  wall,  and  de- 
clared that,  no  matter  what  the  charge 
against  this  maa  was,  th^  would  con- 
tinue to  defend  him  as  they  continued  to 
defend  wretches  like  French  ?  It  looked 
Tery  much  like  it.  He  would  appeal, 
then,  to  independent  Members.  This 
man,  Cony  Connellan,  was  chained  with 
having  committed  a  detestable  offence, 
which  made  him  utterly  unfit  to  mix  in 
any  community  of  civilized  beings ;  but 
he  was  retained  on  the  Pension  List,  and 
the  Government  insisted  on  maintainiug 
not  only  that  it  was  equitable,  but  that 
he  had  a  statutory  right  to  remain  on 
the  Pension  List.  But  they  had  not  pro- 
duced a  single  proof  or  legal  argument 
in  support  of  that  contention,  and  on  the 
strength  of  the  Act  4  &  5  Wilt.  IT.  he 
challeDged  that  contention,  and  would 
like  to  hear  his  argument  answered.  He 
trusted  that  in  24  hours  the  names  of  all 
who  voted  in  the  Division  would  be 
published  throughout  the  country,  so 
that  the  public  might  know  .who  were 
prepared  to  support  the  Gtovemment  in 
their  proposal  to  retain  this  man  on  the 

Mr.  Arthur  0*  Connor 


Pension  Idst,  infamous  as  this  man  was. 
There  was  no  hiding  the  character  of 
the  Divieion.  Irish  Members  did  not 
object  to  anything  else  in  this  enormous 
Vote ;  but  they  held  that  the  retention 
of  this  man  on  the  Pension  List  was  an 
outrage  on  public  opinion  in  Ireland, 
because  when  he  left  Ireland  it  was  sup- 
posed that  he  did  not  go  on  the  Pension 
List,  but  that  he  received  some  assiBtance 
from  the  Secret  Service  Fund,  and  no- 
body would  have  thought  that  the  Go- 
vernment  would  have  the  audaci^  to 
put  him  on  the  Pension  List.  As  an  «z- 
Oivil  servant,  and  not  because  he  was  a 
Member  of  that  House,  he  felt  wounded 
and  outraged  by  the  retention,  of  such 
an  infamous  character  as  this  man  on 
the  Pension  List  under  all  the  oizcom- 
stances. 

Ms.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said,  he 
could  easily  understand  the  impossibili^ 
of  the  Government  on  their  own  initi- 
ative withdrawing  this  Vote  from  the 
cogoizaoce  of  the  House,  and  thereby 
judging  the  matter  for  themselves ;  but 
the  Committee  would  have  no  such  diffi- 
culty in  the  matter.  There  seemed  to  be 
no  question  that  there  were  suspicious  mr- 
cumstanoes  in  connection  with  this  case. 
That  was  not  denied ;  and  there  also 
appeared  to  be  no  doubt  that  if  this  man 
had  not  left  the  country,  a  warrant  would 
have  been  issued  against  him.  Under 
these  circumstances,  although  this  alleged 
offence  occurred  16  years  ago,  and  this 
was  the  first  time  it  had  really  been  raised 
in  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  could  not  see  that  there  waa  any 
reason  why  the  Committee  should  not 
discuss  the  case,  and,  if  they  chose,  refaae 
to  grant  this  Tote.  Certiiinly,  the  fact 
of  its  occurring  so  long  ago  was  no  rea- 
son for  not  doing  so.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  they  would  lie  doing  no  injustice  if 
they  refused  the  Vote.  If  they  g^ranted 
it,  then,  without  question,  Mr.  Connellan 
would  draw  his  pension,  and  the  House 
of  Commons  would  practically  have  de* 
dared  that  he  was  an  innocent  man ;  but 
if  they  refused  the  Vote,  then,  if  SdCr. 
Connellan  applied  for  his  pension  and 
proved  his  innocence,  there  was  no  ques- 
tion that  he  would  be  in  the  right,  and 
would  be  able  legally  to  obtain  his  pen- 
sion. That  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  already  told  them ;  but,  on  the 
othor  hand,  if  Mr.  Connellan  was  a 
guU^  man,  as  was  alleged,  he  would 
not  Clare  to  apply  for  thi8|»enBionj  aad 
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tiie  House  of  Oommons  would  have  done 
its  duty  in  the  case.  Therefore,  in  spite 
of  the  taunts  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  levelled  at  those  who  were 
goin^i^  to  vote  against  this  pension,  he 
should  support  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  "WAETON  said,  he  should  be 
sorry  that  a  single  Member's  vote  should 
be  influenoed  by  taunts  from  either  side 
of  the  House;  but  certainly  there  had 
been  taunts,  and  two  hon.  Members  had 
threatened  to  take  notice  of  the  names 
of  Members  who  voted  in  support  of  the 
(JoTemment.  He,  at  all  events,  was 
not  to  be  deterred  by  taunts ;  and  look- 
ing at  the  matter  in  a  oool,  quiet,  lawyer- 
like  way,  with  no  emotion  or  prepos- 
session, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  support 
this  Yote,  aud  on  these  grounds.  In  the 
first  place,  he  did  not  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  Oonuty  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  was  correct  in  the  interpre- 
tation he  had  pnt  upon  the  30th  section 
of  the  Act  4  &  5  fFill.  IV.  He  was 
sure  the  hon.  Member  would  not  quote 
an  Act  unfairly ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
seemed  to  think  the  words  of  that  sec- 
tion implied  that  no  Oiril  servant  was 
entitled  to  claim  a  pension  absolutely. 
Now,  that  Proviso  seemed  to  him  to 
refer  to  an  original  claim  for  a  pension, 
and  to  the  question  whether  or  not  the 
person's  past  services  warranted,  or  even 
appeared  to  warrant,  the  granting  of  a 
pension  at  the  time.  An  adverse  deci- 
sion might  give  the  Government  a  right 
to  refuse  a  pension ;  but,  whichever  way 
it  was  decided,  the  question  was  then 
settled  once  and  for  all,  and  the  quar- 
terly or  annual  payments  would  follow, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  on  the  g^otiug  of 
the  pension.  As  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site (Mr.  8.  Buxton)  had  said,  the  Com- 
mittee were  now  about  to  declare  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  this  man ;  but,  in 
BIB  opinion,  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
either.  All  they  knew  was  that  a  certain 
charge  had  been  made  against  him ;  but 
there  was  no  legal  proof  that  the  charge 
was  well-founded ;  there  was  no  record 
of  a  conviction ;  and,  therefore,  that  was 
a  au^iient  answer  to  the  other  legal 
point,  that  a  man  convicted  of  felony 
should  lose  his  pension.  Both  these 
l^al  points  fell  to  the  ground ;  and, 
therefore,  he  should  be  inclined  to  sup- 
port the  Vote  on  that  ground,  and  be- 
cause he  could  not  see  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Gx)vemment  to  do 
anything  but  stand  by  this  Tote,  as 


they  were  bound  to  do,  in  the  usual 
way. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  whether  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  could  tell  the 
Committee  at  what  period  Mr.  Connellan 
fled  from  Ireland,  and  what  time  elapsed 
between  his  leaving  Ireland  to  avoid 
prosecution,  and  the  date  when  his  pen- 
sion was  first  made  payable  to  him,  be- 
cause he  apprehended  that  that  point 
might  affect  the  interpretation  of  the 
30th  section  of  the  Act  4  &  5  JFiU.  IV.  f 

Mb.  COUBTNEY  replied,  that  the 
facts  were  rather  difi^lt  to  get  at ;  but 
Mr.  Connellan  resigned  his  office  in 
September,  1868,  and  the  pension  was 
granted  to  him  almost  immediately  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  HEALY  ashed  why,  as  the  Gk>- 
venunent  had  stated  that  this  man  was 
living  in  the  East  End  of  London,  he 
could  not  receive  his  money  in  the  ordi- 
nary way?  Why  should  the  Govern- 
ment take  more  trouble  to  see  that  this 
man  got  his  pension  than  they  would 
with  regard  to  any  decent  man  in  this 
country  ?  He  was  able  to  get  his  pen- 
sion in  Australia,  or  at  me  Cape,  of 
Good  Hope,  through  the  machinery  of  a 
bank  in  Dublin  into  which  the  Treasuy 
paid  it.  It  was  now  said  that  he  had 
turned  up  in  some  of  hia  <dd  haunts  in 
Loudon;  why,  then,  could  he  not  get 
his  money  in  the  usufd  way  ? 

Mb.  PASNELL  said,  he  thought  a 
pension  should  be  paid  to  the  pensioner 
ersonally,  for  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
tatute  did  not  require  that  a  pension 
should  be  paid  through  a  bank,  but  only 
required  that  it  should  be  paid  to  the 
person  entitled  to  receive  it.  Why, 
then,  he  would  like  to  know,  did  the 
Government  not  put  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion on  the  Statute,  and  require  this 
man,  if  he  desired  to  have  his  pension, 
to  come  to  the  Office  for  it,  and  prove 
his  identity  ?  In  that  way  they  would 
be  able  to  see  whether  Mr.  Connellan 
was  or  was  not  so  far  conscious  of  his 
guilt  as  to  be  afraid  of  placing  himself 
within  the  power  of  a  warrant.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  fiie  Government  had 
had  ample  time  to  inquire  into  this 
matter,  and  that  in  order  to  save  the 
Committee  from  its  present  dilemma 
they  ought  to  have  adopted  some  policy 
with  regard  to  it.  He  should  be  glad 
to  know  what  further  steps  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  take  in  this  matter 
in  the  event  of  his  view  being  correct, 


188S  Supply— Civil  {COMMONS)  8eniie»  StiiwuUM.  1884 


that  they  were  bound  by  Statute  to  pay 
a  pension  personally  to  the  person  en- 
titled to  receive  it  ?  It  was  manifest  that 
the  matter  could  not  be  allowed  to  rest 
where  it  now  was.  Some  investigation 
must  be  made.  Did  the  Government 
propose  to  wait,  aa  they  did  in  the  case 
of  French  and  others,  until  legal  proofs 
were  produced  in  the  Courts  of  Law  ap 
to  the  guilt  of  this  man;  or  did  they 
propose  to  enter  into  any  invmtigation 
of  the  subject  ?  He  thought  that  was  a 
reasonable  request,  and  one  upon  which 
the  Committee  would  be  disposed  to  in- 
sist, that  this  matter  should  be  inquired 
into  by  the  Government,  with  a  view  to 
further  action,  if  it  should  be  found  that 
the  allegations  made  that  night,  and  on 
other  nights,  were  true.  These  allega- 
tions had  not  now  been  made  for  the 
first  time;  but  they  had  never  been 
denied.  They  were  notorious  in  Ire- 
land, and  some  action  must  follow  with 
respect  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cialB  of  the  Government,  who  were  re- 
sponnble  in  such  matters.  It  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  Parliament  to 
oontinue  to  vote  a  pension  to  this  man 
under  the  circumstances  which  had  come 
out  until  his  character  had  been,  cleared. 
It  was  not  denied  that  these  charges 
were  made  against  him— that  he  fled 
the  country  under  the  circumstances 
which  had  been  related ;  that  he  had 
never  come  back,  and  during  these  16 
years  hod  never  appeared  in  Ireland — 
where  he  had  always  lived  up  to  that 
time — and  had  never  been  heard  of  by 
any  people  who  knew  him  in  Ireland. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  and  pend- 
ing an  inquiry,  he  really  did  think  the 
Government  ought  not  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  vote  this  sum  of  money;  and 
that,  without  deciding  the  question  whe- 
ther they  would  ultimately  pay  the  pen- 
sion or  not,  they  should  withdraw  this 
money  from  this  Vote,  and  suspend  the 
payment  of  the  pension  until  they  had 
had  time — ^if  they  had  not  already  had 
abundant  time— to  ascertain  their  legal 
position,  fuad  the  rights  of  the  case. 

ThsCHANCELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QXTEB  (Mr.  Childebs)  :  This  is  a  ques- 
tion which  no  man  in  the  House  would 
wish  to  enterinto  very  fully ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  think  that  when  a  matter 
of  this  kind  has  been  challenged,  it  is 
important  to  state  clearly  how  in  point 
of  law  and  of  right  the  case  stands.  If 
I  am  rightly  informed,  the  matter  stands 
Mr.  jParn$U 


in  this  way.   In  the  year  1868  the  Go- 
vernment of  that  day  granted  a  pension, 
or  a  superannuation  allowance,  to  an 
officer  in  the  Irish  Civil  Service ;  and  at 
that  time,  it  would  appear,  frDm  what 
we  have  heard  to-night,  that  there  then 
were  afloat  certain  re^rts,  which  seemed 
to  have  some  authonty,  that  that  person 
had  been  guilt^of  an  abominable  offence. 
That  offence,  if  it  was  oommitted,  vas 
committed  before  thepension  was  granted. 
The  pension  was  awarded  late  in  the 
year  1868.  I  can  only  assume  that  those 
who  awarded  the  pension  had  no  know- 
ledge of  these  charges ;  but  the  pension 
was  so  awarded.    The  hon.  Member  for 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  says 
the  impression  at  the  time  in  Ireland 
was  that  this  person  had  not  received  a 
pension,  but  had  received  assistance  from 
the  Secret  Service  Fund.    Of  this  im- 
pression I  know  nothing ;  but  the  per- 
son referred  to  did  receive  a  pension, 
and  it  was  annually  paid  to  him.  From 
the  time  when  it  was  granted,  and  every 
year  since,  the  pension  has  appeared 
on  the  Estimates  not  only  in  the  lump 
with  other  pensions,  but  as  a  pension  to 
this  person  individually.   Therefore,  so 
far  from  the  ease  being  that  he  received 
Secret  Service  money,  fae  has  been,  as 
everyone  who  cares  to  look  at  the  Esti- 
mates will  see,  on  the  Pennon  list  for 
some  1  d  or  more  years.   That  being  the 
case,  I  ask  what  has  happened  with  re- 
spect to  this  person  since  the  time  of  the 
pension  being  awarded  ?    I  am  told  no- 
thing whatever  has  happened.  There 
has  been  no  charge  made  against  him, 
and  no  warrant  has  been  issued  against 
him ;  and  he  stands  at  this  moment,  so 
far  as  legal  proceedings  are  concerned, 
innocent  of  the  offence  which  rumour — 
and  perhaps  more  than  rumour — chai|fed 
him  with.    He  has  been  subject  to  no 
warrant  and  to  no  charge ;  but  there 
were  rumours  before  he  received  his 

Eension,  and  those  rumours  have  lately 
een  revived.  The  question  then  arises 
whether,  he  being  subject  to  no  charge 
at  the  present  time,  his  pension  is  to  be 
stopped ;  and  a  clause  of  an  old  Act  has 
been  quoted,  which,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
never  was  understood  to  have — and,  in- 
deed, coiild  uot  have — the  meaning  now 
assigned  to  it.  It  merely  says  that  no 
one  shall  claim,  as  a  legal  right,  a 
superannuation  allowance  for  past  ser- 
vices; but  that  clause  embodies  a  well- 
known  rule,  that  a  pensiQa-is  on  act  of 
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grace  and  not  of  right.  But  that  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  stoppage 
of  a  pension  which  has  already  been, 
awarded.  That  being  the  position  of  this 
person's  pension  now,  that  pension  is 
called  in  question  for  the  first  time  after 
the  lapse  of  16  years.  What  is  the 
position,  and  what  is  the  right,  of  the 
GoTemment  and  of  Parliament  now? 
It  has  been  suggested  whether,  Inas- 
much as  this  person  does  not  apparently 
receive  his  pension  in  propria  pertona, 
through  a  practice  which  prevails  in 
regard  to  pensions,  but  receives  it 
through  an  agent,  complying  with  the 
regulations  laid  down,  we  are  bound  to 
continue  to  pay  this  pension  through 
that  agency,  and  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  we  sbould  require  this 
person  to  appear  at  a  Government  Office, 
where  {>en8ions  are  paid,  to  receive  the 
pension  in  person.  As  to  that,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  Government  will 
consider  the  point,  and  the  question  will 
be  this — whether  there  is  a  right — I  do 
not  mean  a  strict  legal  right,  but  a 
right  cf  long- established  custom — in 
the  pensioner  to  receive  his  pension 
through  some  odier  person  as  his  agent, 
or  whether  it  is  a  matter  of  mere  favour 
that  he  so  receives  it ;  and,  if  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  favour,  whether,  in  a  case  like 
this,  that  faronr  should  be  withdrawn, 
and  the  pensioner  should  be  required  to 
com«  and  receive  the  pension  in  person. 
For  my  part,  I  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  well  to  make  inquiry 
upon  this  point,  for  we  are  not  in  a 
position,  at  this  moment,  to  say  whether 
this  is  a  matter  of  favour  or  not.  If, 
after  due  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the 
Oovemment,  it  should  turn  out  to  be  a 
matter  of  mere  favour,  and  not  of  official 
right  or  custom,  and  if  it  should  turn 
oat  that  this  person  was  not  a  man  to 
whom  any  favour  should  be  granted, 
the  favour  might  be  withdrawn.  That, 
however,  could  not  be  done  without  in- 
quiry. If  it  were  only  a  favour,  the 
Government  would  certainly  feel  jnsti- 
£ed  in  withdrawing  it  if  it  were  not 
deserved. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  the  offer  of  the 
right  Hon.  Gentleman,  made  on  the  spur 
ox  tile  moment,  presented  some  points 
for  consideration.  On  the  Report  he 
would  again  refer  to  this  subjeot,  and 
ask  the  Government  what  they  proposed 
to  do.  He  would  now  ask  whether,  if 
it  were  decided  that  Counellan  should 


receive  his  pension  in  person,  the  Scot* 
land  Tard  Detective  Office  would  be  in- 
formed of  the  exact  date  of  the  pay- 
ment, BO  that  steps  might  bo  taken  to 
secure  the  arrest  of  the  man  ?  If  a 
detective  officer  were  at  the  bank  when 
Mr.  Connellan  came  to  receive  his  pen- 
sion, the  taxpayers  would  be  saved  £436 

ToK  CH  ANOELLOE  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childees)  :  It  is  absolutely 
out  of  my  power  to  answer  this  ques- 
tion. As  to  what  legal  proceedings,  if 
any,  might  or  would  be  taken,  I  have 
no  knowledge  whatever.  I  only  speak 
for  the  Treasury  as  to  this  question  of 
favour  or  of  right.  If  Mr.  Connellan 
receives  his  pension  through  an  a^ent 
as  a  favour,  the  favour  mi^t,  after  in- 
quiry, be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PAENELL:  I  would  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  So- 
licitor General  for  belaud  whether  he 
does  not  ^nk  it  right,  after  this  debate, 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  direct  the 
Chief  of  the  Detective  Depturtment  to 
look  into  this  charge  against  Mr.  Con- 
nellan ?  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  ample 
evidence  can  be  obtained  at  any  moment 
as  to  the  commission  of  these  offences 
by  Connellan  some  years  ago. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkbb)  :  As  I  under- 
stand the  matter,  this  was  an  offence 
committed  in  England ;  therefore,  the 
Irish  Offlcnals  are  relieved  frcon  responsi- 
bility. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  Are  the  English  Law 

Officers  relieved  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  "Walkee)  :  I  only  an- 
swered the  question  put  to  me. 

Me.  HEALY :  I  would  take  the  liberty 
of  asking  the  same  question  of  the  Eng- 
lish Law  Officers. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  pat,  and  agregd  to. 

(6.)  £1 1.000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions,  fto. 

(7.)  £461,000,  for  Pauper  Lunatics, 
England. 

(8.)  £69,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
I^upier  Lunatics,  Sootund. 

(9.)  £14,500,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
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during  the  Heoess,  they  would  cause 
some  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  sub- 
ject of  the  classiGcation  of  lunatics  in 
workhouses  in  Ireland  ?  The  condition 
of  the  imbeciles  in  Irish  workhouses 
was  an  absolute  disgrace  to  anything 
calling  itself  a  civilized  AdminiBtration. 
The  poor  creatures  were  absolutely 
without  anything  like  proper  guardian- 
ahip,  and  the  places  in  which  tJiey  Vere 
confined  were  not  fit  for  the  occupation 
of  human  beings.  In  wet  weather  the 
ground  was  often  moist.  The  rooms 
were  not  properly  lighted.  Moreover, 
diildren  of  from  two  to  six  years  of  age 
were  allowed  to  play  about  amongst  the 
imbecile  women.  The  plaoea  in  which 
these  people  were  kept,  and  the  manner 
in  whioh  they  were  treated,  was  abso- 
lutely horrible.  Would  any  If  ember  of 
the  Government  say  that  the  matter 
should  hare  attention  ? 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  the  question 
had  been  raised  on  the  Vote  for  the 
Irish  Local  Ooveriunent  Board,  and  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  then  promised  to 
give  it  consideration. 

Vote  agrud  to. 

(10.)  £12,747,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALT  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
make  a  charge  against  any  of  the  In- 
stitutions covered  by  this  Vote ;  but  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  had  heard  it  stated 
that  the  accommodation  in  the  Botunda 
Lying-in  Hospital,  for  which  £700  was 
charged,  was  scarcely  what  it  should  be. 
"Would  tiie  Government  cause  an  inquiry 
to  be  made — would  they  ascertain  whe- 
ther it  was  ft  fact  that  the  students 
awaiting  their  turn  were  without  proper 
acoommodation,  and  had  to  occupy  the 
same  apartments  as  the  women  waiting 
to  be  confined  1*  If  such  were  the  case, 
it  was  a  lamentable  state  of  things,  and 
women  should  not  be  subjected  to  treat- 
ment of  that  kind.  The  place  for  the 
students  should  be  quite  apart ;  the 
students  should  not  be  interspersed 
with  the  patients  in  the  wards.  He  did 
not  wish  to  make  the  smallest  charge 
against  the  Charity,  which  was  a  famous 
one.  The  expenditure  of  a  few  pounds 
would  remedy  the  defect  of  which  he 
complained. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Govern- 
meat  would  cause  the  matter  to  be  in- 
quired into. 

Tote  egrwd  to. 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 


CIl.)  £48,115,  for  Friendly  Sodetiei 

Deficiency. 

(12.)  £2,101,  to  complete  the  mm 
for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances,  Great  Britain. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  ft  sum,  not  ezceedine  £2,648,  bfl 
granted  to  Her  Majeety,  to  complete  the  sam 
neceaaftiy  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  corns 
in  coarse  of  pa)Tnent  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1880,  for  oertun  Uiacel- 
Uneooa  (^laritable  and  otiur  AllowancM  in 
Ireland." 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  whether  the 
Government  would  give  the  Committee 
some   explanation   of   the  following 

item  : — 

"  F.  French  Church,  Portarlington  :  Stipend 
of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Triphook,  Minister  of  St. 
Paul's,  otherwise  called  the  French  Church, 
Portarlicgton ;  a  charge  transferred  from  the 
Consolidated  Fond.  (This  charge  irill  caaae  on 
next  Tacancy).  £13  ISj.  id.  ?  " 

Me.  AKTHUE  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
on  this  point  the  late  Lord  Frederif^ 
CavendLsn  had  promised  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  discontinuing  the  item  on  uie 
death  of  the  present  incumbent.  He 
(Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  saw  an  asteriak  in 
the  Vote  calling  attention  to  the  foot- 
note— 

'*  The  chafes  included  in  these  Sub^faeada 
are  in  course  of  gradual  diminution." 

Mb.  HEALY  wished  to  know  the 
meaning  of  the  item?  ^ere  was  a 
French  Foundation  at  Portarlington, 
where,  200  years  ago,  there  had  bew  a 
Colony  of  Huguenots.  For  what  reaaoa 
was  this  money  voted  for  this  French 
Church  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  that  this 
Church  was  founded  by  an  Act  of  the 
Irish  Parliament  in  the  41st  year  of 
King  George  III.  —  juai  before  the 

Union. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  it  was  most  absurd 
to  give  a  man  nearly  £44  a-year,  be- 
cause, 200  years  ago,  a  number  of 
Huguenots  came  over  to  Ireland  from 
France.  In  that  part  of  Ireland,  French 
names  were  frequently  met  with,  it  was 
true ;  but  there  was  no  reason  why  a 
French  Church  should  be  maintained  at 
the  cost  of  the  State.  There  might  be  a 
number  of  Greek  names  there,  and,  if 
there  were,  would  the  State  keep  up  a 
Church  for  them  f  He  beefed  to  move 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £44. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding:  £2,604,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  Bom 
neceflsaiy  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  conise  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slat  day  of  Harch  1885,  for  certain  Miacel- 
laneooB  CharitaUe  and  ottier  Allowancea  in 
Irelaiid."~(jrr.  Stalf.) 

Mb.  00T7BTNET  said,  he  Iioped  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  press  this  Motion.  They  were 
getting  rid  of  these  Votes  one  by  one. 
In  the  oase  of  Great  Britain,  a  Vote  of 
this  Mnd  had  ceased  quite  recently,  and 
would  never  appear  in  the  Estimates 
again.  The  gentleman  in  receipt  of  the 
salary  at  Portarlington  was  a  very  old 
man,  and  when  he  died  there  would  not 
be  a  successor  appointed.  The  present 
incumbent  had  been  receiving  the  salary 
for  a  long  time,  and  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly hard  to  stop  it  now.  The 
charge  was  not  likely  to  continue  very 
long. 

Mb.  GBAT  agreed  that  it  would  be 
hard  to  rejEuee  to  Tote  this  sum  to  the 
rev.  gentleman  who  bad  been  receiving 
it  for  80  long.  "Would  it  not,  however, 
be  better,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  instead 
of  waiting  for  the  gradual  dropping  off 
of  Votes,  which  it  was  acknowledged 
could  not  be  defended  in  principle,  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  life  interest, 
and  give  it  as  compensation  to  the 
recipient  of  the  income  ?  As  t^e  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Queen's 
Counfy  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  had  had  an 
nnderstaading  on  this  subject  with  the 
late  Lord  Fr^erick  Oarendish,  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  woiild  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  not  to  go  to  a  Division. 
They  might,  he  though^  be  content  with 
the  assurance  that  the  arrangement 
come  to  with  the  late  noble  Lord  would 
be  carried  out. 

Motion,  by  leave,  ioitK^awn.  ~  ' 

Mr.  BEASY  said,  he  should  like  to 
ask  a  question  as  to  the  last  item  but 
one — ^to  defray  the  expense  of  maintain 
ing  12  lunatics  and  idiots  formerly  sup- 

Strted  in  the  Hardwicke  cells  of  the 
onse  of  Industry.   How  were  idiots 

Knerally  paid  for  and  maintained  in 
iland? 

Ha.  COTTBTNEY  said,  this  item  was 
in  roroect  of  idiots  who  had  been  sent 
into  toe  conntry  to  escape  an  epidemic 
disease.  There  was  a  great  reduction 
in  the  item. 

VOL.  COXCX.   [tuied  sebies.] 


Mr.  HEALY  said,  there  was  a  grea 
deal  of  money  wasted  under  this  Vote 
and  other  Votes  in  Ireland.  "When 
these  useless  Votes  dropped  out  one  by 
one,  would  it  not  be  as  well  to  devote 
the  money  so  saved  to  useful  purposes, 
such  as  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  fishexy  pers  ? 

Original  Question  pn^  and  agretd  to. 

(U.)  £875,  for  Eedemption  of  Oo^• 
solidated  Fund  Allowances. 

The  CHAIBMAN  :  Oass  Vn.  

Mb.  GBAY:  What  aass  have  we 

Tub  CHAIRMAN  :  I  am  now  going 
to  put  the  Votes  in  Class  VII. 
Colonel  NOLAN:  What  is  their 

Mb.  BIGGAB  said,  he  thought  the 
Committee  had  not  been  very  stingy  to 
the  Government  that  night/  having 
raised  no  serious  opposition  to  the  Votes 
in  Class  VI.  It  was  too  bard  to  ask 
them  now  to  go]  on  with  Class  VII.,  at 
10  minutes  to  2  in  the  morning.  He 
would  move  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  COUBTNEY  said,  there  were 
only  two  Votes  to  be  taken,  and  the 
Conunittee  would  find  no  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  them. 

Class  VII. — Misoblujtzous. 

(15.)  £18,776,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Temporary  Commissions. 

(16.)  £4,693,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

The  CHAIBMAN:  The  Question  is 
that  I  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Mr.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Before 
you  put  that  Question,  Sir,  I  should 
like  to  ask  what  was  the  last  Vote  but 
two — we  could  not  catch  it  in  this  part 
of  the  House  at  all  ? 

The  chairman  :  £875,  for  Re- 
demption of  Consolidated  Fund  Allow- 
ances. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  In  what 
Glass  did  that  come  ? 
The  chairman  :  In  Class  VI. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  Tb-ndrrow. 
Oommittee  to  sit  again  3\h-morr9w. 

SUPPLY— REPOET. 

Resolutions  [4th  Aagust]  repwttd. 

First  Two  Re8o>i»|wa#a^^S«^©Qle 
3  P 
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Third  Resolution  pottponii. 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Beeolutiona  itgr«6d  to. 
Sixth  HeBolulion  poatpoMd. 
Meren  fcdlowing  Beiolu1i(»u  afrted  to. 

**  (18.)  That  a  sam,  not  exoMdtng  £470,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  earn 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Ex- 
mnses  of  the  OfBoe  of  the  Commiamoners  of 
Education  in  Irdand  appointed  for  the  Regula- 
tion of  Endowed  Schools." 

Mr.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOR  said,  this 
was  a  Vote  which,  according  to  many 
authorities,  was  absolutely  inaefensible. 
The  (Tommissioners  themselves  admitted 
in  their  Beports  that  they  were  unable 
to  dischu^e  this  duty— that  they  had  too 
many  other  duties  to  perform,  and  were 
not  remunerated  for  this  work.  They, 
practically^  declined  to  do  it.  There 
were  Berexsl  estates  concerned  in  this 
mattor  which  the  Commissioners  com- 
plained they  had  not  the  means  of  visit- 
ing. The  schools  were  in  a  state  of 
dilapidation — the  Commissioners  could 
not  keep  them  in  repair;  and  in  respect 
of  some  schools  the  Commissioners  had 
money  which  they  could  not  spend.  In 
some  cases  the^  had  more  masters  Uian 
sdludani,  and  in  one  ^aoe  th^  had  a 
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master  over  83  years  of  age.  They  had 
no  power  to  combine  tibeir  resources 
from  di^rent  estates,  and,  &om  be^n- 
ning  to  end,  there  was  not  one  partide 
of  their  administration  which  could 
meet  with  approval  or  desraved  com- 
mendation  in  any  way.  The  Commis- 
sioners desired  to  be  relieved  of  their 
duties ;  everything  was  going  to  rack 
and  ruin  under  their  bands;  their  schools 
were  a  perfect  farce;  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  which,  if  properly 
managed,  could  be  turned  to  great 
national  benefit,  was  now  only  an  ex- 
ample of  how  well  certain  persons  knew 
"how  not  to  do  it."  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  considering  that  the 
House  had  to  meet  again  in  a  few  hours, 
he  must  urge  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  postpone  this  Yote.  For  that 
purpose,  he  ^nld  move  that  the  debate 

be  adjourned.   

Mr.  COUBTNEY  agreed  to  postpone 
the  Vote. 

Yote  poi^Kntd. 

Subsequent  Besolution  i^ood  to. 

Postponed  Besolutions  to  be  taken 
into  Consideration  To-morrow. 

Hotue  adjourned  at  a  qpaitar  after 
Twoo'doek. 
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ABINaER,  Lord 
Sheriff  Court  Hooms  (Scotland)  Amend- 
ment, 9R.  Amendt.  9,  8,  4.  0,  390 

The  Treaty,  QoesUon,  Mr.  M'Ooan  ;  Answer, 
Lord  Edmond  Fitimaurioe  July  2i,  840 ; 
(^oestions,  Mr.  Stanle/  Leighton  ;  Aniwertt 
Lord  Edmond  Fitzmsurioe  JWy  38,  650; 
Question,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ;  Answer,  Lord 
Edmond  Fitsmaurice,  670 

Cone€ttiQ»  htuUt  the  Treatai  of  Adowa,  Qoee- 
tions,  Baron  Henry  De  Worms.  Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawion ;  Aoswen,  Lord  Edmond  Fitunan- 
riee  Jmfy  99,  8ff0 

AaLiHD,  Mr.  0.  T.  D.,  CommtU,  E.  Div, 
Armj  Batinatei  —  HifeeUaiieou  EffBotive 

Senrioes,  681 

CoKHom 

StOtumatand,  Qneetloai,  Sir  Henry  Holland  ; 
Anewers,  Ur.  ETelyn  Aihley  July  94, 898 
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Africa  (50uiA)— CoMHosi — oont. 
ITakU  and  ZuttOMd,  QuesUon.  Mr.  Dillwyn ; 

Aoswn-,  Mr.  Enljn  Ashley  Aug  4,  IMT 
Zul>U<md—The  Reurve  Territarj/,  Qnestloni, 

Mr.  Guy  Dawnay ;  Aaswen,  Mr,  Evelyn 

Ashley  Aug  i,  1611 
The   Trannaal—Ths  Boert,  Qnastion,  Mr. 

Gay  Dawnay ;  Answer,  Mr.  Chamberlain 

^u^tf,  1748 

A/riea  {SoutK-Wittt  Coatfi—Anp-a  Pt- 
quena 

fioMtions,  Sir  Henry  Holland  ;  Aniwen,  Mr. 
Evelyn  Ashley  Jviy  39,  881 

Africa  ( W«»t  Coatt) 
ConnUar  JuritdUHen,  Qoestion,  Hr.  Bneba- 
nan  ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitsmaoiioe 

Julv  34,  319 
The  Congo  River — Tkt  laUmational  Auoeia- 
tion,  Questions,  Mr.  Jaoob  Bright,  Sir  Her- 
bert Maxwell ;    Answers,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitnnaarice  July  29,  660 ;  Qnastion,  Sir 

'is:is^jtk%W'^^^ 
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ASH 


Aonw,  Ur.  W.,  Laiwuhr$,  8.S. 
lloBi«i|Na  El0eUoa«(Oomipt  and  lU^l  Prae- 
UoM),  CoBdd.     le,  464 

AiTDiBBOif,  Ur.G.,  Gltugow 

Bargh  P^io*  ud  Health  (SootUnd),  003 ; 

Oomn.  M4 
Gibraltar— Sulterr  OommiMton,  1670 
Inhnta.  Comm.  41.  8,  609 ;  Oonsid.  add.  d. 
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Inland  Remoe^Carriag*  Tax,  Rm.  018 
ParUament — Bnaineu  of  the  Hoqm — Com- 

mittoe  of  Soppl/— Standing  Order  4a0a, 

Rm.  1370 

SapplT— Oonrta  of  Law  and  Jaalieo  in  Seot- 
land,0«4,5e7 
Gwtnl  Bcftatn  HooWt  Edinborgb,  079 

Arbitrmtion  Bill         Lord  BnmwtU) 

h  FitMDtad;  Md  1*        94. 978   (No.  SIO) 

AiuiTix,  Duke  of 
Bcpmntatton  of  the  Pm|4«— AntamB  Sm- 
■ioa,  94  ,  , 

ShtrUr  Court  BoniM  (SootUnd)  AmMdoMnt. 
9B.4 

Abut  (Qum^mmm) 

Army  Pay  Depar^nmt—  QtMrfmwutwf,  Quei- 

ti<w.  Mr.  Blggar;  Adi«m>,  Sir  Arthur 

HiTtor  Avg  4,T6«8 
Dirtet  Commtariim  in  Iht  JSoyoI  ArtUl^, 

Qaaition,  Mr.  GibMs :  ADSwer.  The  Mar- 

qoMa  »r  Hartington  July  31,  1 161 
ZrfWJ  of  Lift  in  Egypt.  QoMtioD,  Mr.  Staolej 

Leigbtoa  ;  Answer,  Tho  MarqnsH  of  Bait- 

ingtan  July  34,  338 
JianUd  IMdUr^  Quarter$  at  Woohaiek,  Qaea- 

tkn,  BaroD  Henry  DeWorma  ;  Antwer,  The 

Harqaeu  of  Hartfngton  July  34,  334 
unitary  Barracki  cU  Lcrngford— Residence  for 

the  Medical  Ofieer,  QuMtion,  Mr.  JaaUn 

M'Cartbr  ;  Answer,  The  Marqneu  ofHart- 

logton  July  34,  338 
JfifiOww  PeHtumers-CompeUttonfor  ths  dvU 

Serv&e,  Qneitioo,  Mr.  Grmr ;  Anawer,  The 

Marqaesfl  of  Hartington  July  39,  807 
Ofietrs—  VotutOary   Retiremeni,  (^neatioo. 

Colonel  KingBoote ;  AoBwer,  The  Marqueu 

of  Hartington  July  30,  496 
PurOuae  Offieert—Comptdiory  JUtirtment, 

Qoeetion,  Sir  John   Hay ;  Answer,  The 

Marquess  of  Hartington  Auf  1, 1360 

Ordnatue  Departmtnt 
Ci^tmel  Moneriefi  Gun-Carriage,  Questions, 
Colonel  King-Harman,  Sir  Walter  B.  Bart- 
telot ;  Answen,  The  Mar^neas  of  Hartington 
/ti^S8.089  _ 
'  New  SmaO-Bore  B^,  Obserfations,  The 
Earl  of  Wemjis;  Be^,  The  Earl  of 
Morley :  Obserrationa,  Lord  Obolmsfbrd 
JyXy  38,  014 

Pay,  Pr<motion,  md  Non-Bffeetive  Pay—Th* 
Revited  RomU  W&rrtmt,  (Soestion.  The  Earl 
of  Longford  :  Answer,  The  Earl  of  Morley 
July  33,  30 
The  Qarriton  of  Dublin,  (Question,  Mr.  Tot- 
teobam;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hart- 
ington/if/ySl,  1188 

C««n(. 


AlMT— CMf. 

Army  {India) 
OAiMwt  Utt  of  Indiem  CfgUert,  OoMtiom  Sir 

Eardler  WUmot ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  CroH 

July  98.  648 
QfnHermOMterg,  Qaestioos.  Mr.  T.  TbomhiO. 

Mr.  Bnohanan  ;  Auwera,  Mr.  3.  IC  Croai 

Aug  4, 1676 
The  North-Wut  Frontier— Quetta,  Qneation, 

Mr.  SUgg  i  Aumr,  Mr.  J.  K.GnM  A^Sl, 

ino 

AutiKary  Foree$ 

Hilitia  Ofieers—V^dency,  Qnettions,  Sir 
Frederick  Milner ;  AnBwars,  The  Harqasas 
of  Hartington  July  94,  338 

MHiHa  Q?iarUrmatter$—R«tirem€nU,  Qaea. 
tion,  Colonel  King-Barman;  Answer,  The 
Marquess  of  Hartington  July  98,  649;— 
Promotion,  Qaeitioo,  Mr.  Biggar  ;  Answer, 
Sir  Arthur  Hajter  Aug  I,  1858  ■,—R€tired 
Pay,  Question,  Dr.  Lyons;  ijiaww.  Sir 
ArUiar  Barter  Aug  1, 1858 

Moved  fiir.  Etetara  of  Dussbor  of  Irat  ap- 
pointments to  oavalry  and  Inbutry  of  lino 
respeotiTeij  (exolading  faoosebold  oavalrr, 
foot  guards,  and  eolooiat  corps)  in  1880. 
1881,  1889,  1883;  number  of  lientenanta 
promoted  oaptaiua  in  cavalry  and  iDbntty  of 
the  line,  res^etively.  in  each  of  thoee  jean  ; 
and  number  of  earalry  regimsDta  and  lias 
batulions  on  establishnout  {Tks  Earl  ^ 
Powit)  July  98,  617:  after  short  dobata^ 
Motion  agreed  to 

Amtold,  Mr.  A.,  Salford 

Contagious  Diseaaea  (Animxis)  Acts — Cattle 

Importation  from  Ireland,  860,  866 
Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Ille^  Pra»-. 

tices),  Coasid.  el.  16,  460 
Publio  Works  Loans,  Comm.  add. «(.  09S 
Supply— Courts  of  Law  and  Jiutioa  in  Soot- 
land,  dui.  660,  006 
Orindnal  Prosecutions.  &o.  in  Iralaad,  887 
General  Valuation,  Ac.  of  Irdand,  991, 

323,  990,  336,  934,  303 
Land  Registry,  Amendt.  381,  391 
Looal  GoTernment  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
131,  183 

Relief  of  Qeneral  Gordon—  Vote  of  Orodtk. 

1784,  1788 
Supreme  Conrt  of  Jndioataro,  800 


ArrMn  of  Beni  {Ireland^)  Aet,  1882 
Colonel  Digby,  J.P.,  <4uosUon,  Mr.  Harring- 
ton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  /uffr  94,  834 
Jamea  Farreli,  Question,  Mr.  Keoar ;  Anaiw, 
Mr.  TieTolyaa  July  99, 88 

AjBHBUBirSAHf  Eftrlof 
Colonial  Naval  Defeooo  Act,  188V— C^Mial 

''-"--4(i»i"eoogIe 
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AsBLKT,  Hon.  B.  H.  {tJnder  Seeretsry 
of  State  for  the  Oolonies),  Tile  of 

AFrlos  (South)— Qnettioiu 

BeohuanaUnd,  328 

Nfttnl  and  Zulaland,  1567 

Znlulaod— RMerv«  Territory,  Iff 71. 1573 
Afrioa  (Sonth-W«st  Coaat)— Ad^  PsqneUk. 
801,803 

Australia — Goofederatloa  of  the  Colouiet — 

Sjduej  GouTsation,  631 
AnstraliaD  Colontet  ^ew  Sontb  WalM>— Im. 

Srtatioo  of  Frwksh  OMldivUitifroin  Nonmea, 
a 

Ohnreh  in  the  Ooloniei— Grenada,  1589 
Gibraltar— Sanitary  Gonunbiion,  1570 

Ofbrattar  and  SpaiO'— Expnlalon  of  Spuiah 

Subjeeta,  8S9 
Hauriiias,  1559 

Sappl7— Orange  Rlnr  Territory,  Ao.  1085, 

1086,  1093 

West  India  Islandi — Gondnot  of  ■  Golooial 

OfflcUl,  1176 
WeatlodiM-^ami^o*— ImporUtim  of  Gooliee. 

887 


Ajbhmbab-Bastlstt,  Mr.  E.,  £3/0 

Egypt  —  Arm  J  of  Oooupatlen  (Eto-inloroe- 
mentfl),  866,  867 
Gonforenoe,  1184,  1185 
Event!  in  the  Soadan — General  Gordon, 
867  :— Major  Kitobener,  1189 
Parliament — Bosioeas  of  the  House — Gom< 
mittee  of  Sun^r— Standing  Ordw  i35a, 
Bea.  I3T8 

Sopplf— Consular  Servioes,  1698,  169i,  1697, 

1698,  170i,  1705,  1706 
Cjrprus,  Grant  in  Aid,  1707 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1610, 

1619, 1630,  1677,  1683 
Relicr  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 

1585,  1773 

Attobnbt  0inBSAx,Tlie(Sir  H.  J  Airaa), 
Taunttm 

Chartered  Companies,  Comin.  1013 

Oorrapt  Praotices  (Snspenaion  of  Eleetiona), 
3R.  1713,  1714,  1747 

Infants,  Comm.  193  ;  el.  3,  193 

Munioipal  Eleotionsf  Corrupt  and  IIIegKl  Prfo- 
tices),  Consid.  add.  ol.  437  ;  el.  3,  Amendt, 
438.  439  ;  el.  4,  Amendt.  ii.  441,  412.  443. 
444 ;  el  6,  447,  449  ;  et.  6,  453 ;  el.  7,  454 : 
«l.  10,455:  el.  13, a.:  el.  13,  456;  el.  10, 
458 ;  el.  19,  405;  of.  30,  ib. ;  el.  34,  467  ; 
el.  35,  Amendt.  ib.;  el.  30.  471;  cl.  36. 
474  :  el.  41,  Amendt.  475.  476  ;  Schedules, 
Amendt.  476 

Snppl;— Criminal  Proeecations,  Ae.  347 

Embassies  and  Hitdona  Abroad.  1618, 

1626 
Law  Ghargea,  374 
Pnblio  Proseoator'a  OfBoe,  375 
Snineme  Conrt  of  Jadioainre,  858 
Snpreme  Ooort  of  Jndloatare  Amendment, 
Comm.  1018  ;  el.  1, 14S9 ;  et.  10,  H. ;  add.  el. 
1436 


CenMmttton  of  the  Coloniet —  The  Swlnty 
Convention,  i%aeBtioD.  Sir  Herbert  Has. 
well ;  Answer,  Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley  J*dy  38, 
634  ; — Enabling  Legislatim,  Questions,  Mr. 
Blake ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone  ^ujr  4, 1580 

Ifyw  &mth  Vfaiet— Importation  of  FTttteh  Re- 
oidM$li,  QnesUon,Mr.  ErringtiMi  j  Answer, 
Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley  /uiy  38,  031 ;  Qoeation, 
Mr.  Errington  ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fits- 
maoriee  Aug  1, 1357 

Atuixr.  Captain  J.  E.  F.,  MaiittOM 

Army  Estimates — Mlsoellaoeoiu  EffNtlTO  S«r- 

vioes,  735,  786 
Corrupt  PnioUoei  (Snspendon  of  EleotUni), 

1713 

Pnblio  Wn-ks  Loaai,  Comm.  481 ;  el.  8,  469 
Supply— Cooralar  Servioet.  1691,  1698.  1W4 

Irish  Land  Commission,  1305,  1806 

Learned  Societies,  Ac.  1481 

National  Gallery,  1436 

National  Portrait  Gallery,  1439.  1480 

Pablle  Works  in  Ireland,  149 

Sapprenioo  of  the  Stan  Trad*,  1706, 1707 

Bai^ottb,  Lord 
Fariiament — Public  Bnrineai  Borgh  Polu)e 

and  Health  (SeotUnd),  61S 
Sheriff  Gonrt  flouei  (SeoUuid)  AoHttdBMnk, 

3R.  397 

Bauvub,  Eight  Hon.  J.  B.  (Lord 
Advocate  for  Scotland),  CVwMim- 

nan,  Sf  o. 

Burgh  Police  and  Health  (SootUnd),  Comm. 

996.  1009, 1013, 1189 
SooUiDd— Law  and  Jostlee— Island  of  Levla 
— ConTietion  for  Asaaolt,  1569 
Poor  Law — Appointments  tinder  the  Beard 
of  {Supervision— Messrs.  A.  M'KianoD 
and  A.  Martin,  663 
Sipply — Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Soot- 
land,  Ac.  557,  558.  560,561,563,064, 
565,  066, 567 
Genentl  Register  House,  Edlnhnrgb*  078 
Lord  Advocate's  Departmeot,Ae.  Oonneoted 
with  Criminal  Proceedings  in  SooUand, 
544,  547,  550.  554,  555 
Prisons,  Scotland,  68S,  088 
Beport.  191 

Balfoub,  General  Sir  G.,  Kineardine- 
ahire 

Army  Estimates  —  Misoellaneons  Eflbotivo 
Services,  725 
War  Offloe.  730 
Burgh  Police  and  tlealtli  (Soothtnd),  1 188 
Ireland— Fishery  Piers  and  Harbonn— Teelin 

Pier,  Go.  Donegal,  1165 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ao.  848 
Uw  Charges,  373,  374 
Registrar  General's  OBBoa,  Ireland,  810 

Baijoub,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Strtford 

Egypt— Conference,  Ministerial  Statement, 
17B0 

ParliameM— BoalResB  of  the  Ilonse— Oom- 
8  Q  2 
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SanhtipU^  Aei,  1869— IFuMMyHy  ^ 

QMitiM.  Mr.  Arthur  O'OoQior  t  Auirar,  Mr. 
OhUBbwlaln  July  t8,  W5 

Sankrupiey  Aet,  1883 
Banknote^  of  B.  S.  SeealoreugK,  QoMtion, 

Hr.  DizoD-FIftrtUDd ;  Answer,  Mr.  Obam- 

b«rUln  July  38, 
CKarget  of  1884-0— Civti  Smnee  EtHmala, 

QaMtlou,  Ur.  Wugh,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith ; 

Anawm,  Hr.  OhambcrlKln  Jidg  81,  1189 

Babolat,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Forfarthir* 
Burgh  PoIIm  Md  H«dth  (Sootluid).  Comm. 

looa 

SootUna— Northam  Lfgfati  CommlirioaM*— 
LightbODit  OB  F«lr  lib,  4M 

Babkas,  Mr.  J.,  L$$it 
Ixmr  ThmM  Valler  lUa  8mr>g*  Bo«rd, 
S3t 

Nov  PvUia  Oflew-Adminatjr  *im1  War  OiBoe. 
1S70 

BAianrawnr,  Viiooiiiit 
N««  Pablio  Offloav— DerigBi  fer  th*  New 
Ateiial^  and  War  OOm.  1348 

Babbt,  Mr.  J.,  Wtzfori  Co. 
SapplT— Laad  lUgbtrr,  801,  992 
FriKKH.  EngUnd,  480.  488 

BABTrHLOT,OoloneISirW.B.,5tfi««ir,  W. 

Armr  EstimatM— Etetind  Pw,  *e.  748 

War  Ofloe,  738 
Hnll,  Bamilflj,  aod  Watt  Riding  JaacUon 
Bailway  and  Dodt  (llonay),  Obnatd.  8R. 

1081,  1048 

Narr  Efltimalaa— UIwalUDMniB  Sarvioei,  786 
Sopalf— Orininal  ProaaoatioDa,  Ae.  947 
Raliaf  of  Gaoana  Oordoa— Vota  of  Oiadit, 

Boneflcei  (Tiverton  Fortiong)  ConBolida- 
tion  AmendmeiLt  Bill  [■•!-] 

(2^  Lord  SuAvp  of  Mattm) 
t  BognaAaasatJii^SS  [47A4S  l>^a.alT] 

Bbhtihoe,  Bight  Hon.  G.  A.  F.  Oaven- 

Army  Eatimatea— Miwellanaoui  EffecUTo  Ser> 

Tioe^  699,  700,  703,  712.  738 
Farliameot— Palace  of  VeatmiDilar^Weat- 

rniutar  Hall,  1078 
Faiiianant— Bodneu  of  the  Houa— Oom- 

mlttaa  of  Supply— Standing  Oidar  4S0a, 

Baa.  1869 

BmsEOBD,  Mr.  G.  De  La  Poer,  Armh 
Ireland— HnaatJona 

ComntlHionara  of  National  Edaoation— 

Stewardatown  National  Sebool.  1009 
Crime  and  Oatrue— Attaak  on  the  Salfa- 
Uon  Armj  at  CootahiU.  Go.  OaTia*  1868 


BmaroiB,  Mr.  G,  Da  La  Poar.- 

Boforaiatoir  and  Indaatrial  Saheoh  la- 
diutrial  Sehoola*  Li—tiak— SnrafciM, 

1864 

Viait  of  the  Urd  Uentaoant  to  BaUhat- 
DiaplayofFlagi,  1008 
Sawly— Oommtationeci  of  National  Edaaa* 
tton  in  Ireland,  1799 

BiooAB,  Mr.  J.  <3t..  Cam  Ct. 
Army   Paj   DnartaaaBt  —  QnartannaataK 

1068 

QoartarauBtm—ProDMtioa,  im 
India  (Madras) — Qneitions 

FUggiog— OaaoofMariai^,  1701 
Foraat  Legidation- Aot  0, 188S,  1101 
Land  Qnasttoa  In  Malabar.  1101 
IraUod — IrishLand  Commlsdoa — Laad  Talaa* 
tion— Coauties  Cavan  and  Leitriia,  1108 
Pott  Offloe  —  Letter   Carrier  betwaaa 
BallyeonneU  and  Dmylb.  SS7  ;— HaBi 
in  Cavan,  330 
IraUod— Magistraoy— Mr.  Tipping,  J.P.  1744 
Ireland— Ro/al  Irish  ConsUbnla^— Uoaaaad 
Tradei  of  KtlUabandia.  899 
Sergeant  Corbett.  1100 
Iialand— NaUooal  Sofaool  Teaohera,  Raa.  1498 
Snpply— Commissioners  of  National  Edooatioa 
in  Ireland,  1790.  1839,  1860 
ConsUbalary  Foree  in  Ireland,  1016 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad*  1680 
General  Etegistar  Haaaa.  Bdiabaifb.  W9 
Miaoallaaaana  ChariUble  and  other  Al- 

lowsnaat  in  Ireland,  1800 
National  Gallery,  1430 
National  Sohool  Taaobara*  Snparannnatioa 
Offlee,  DaUio,  Motion  fbr  raportlag  Pro- 
gress, 1709 

BiBXBBGE,  Mr.  E.,  Iforfolkf  If, 
North  Baa  Fidiariao— ^  Oonparing/'  174S 

BiBlioprio  of  Bristol  BOl 

<9.  Read  1*  *  Jidp  90  [Bill  899} 

Blakb,  Mr.  J,  A.,  WkUrfori  Co, 

Anstralian   Ooloniaa  —  OoBfcdanrtloti,  1089 

1581 

Colonial  Naval  Deleooo  Aot,  1861— CaloiU 

War  Vessels,  1747 

Boyrd  of  Worki  (Ireland)  (Ko.  9)  BUI 

{Ur,  Courttuy,  Mr.  Trevd^am} 
e.  Bill  withdrawn*  Ai^  38  [Bill  lOff] 

BooBD,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Grtenwitk 
Sopaiunnation,  Comm.  477 

BoBiJUn.  Mr.  W.  0..  ContwdU^  S. 
FarUament— Bonaa  of  Gonmona— VaatilaliaB 
of  tba  Hoaaa»  1188 

BounsB,  mght  Hon.      Zyim  MtgU 
AsU  (Gantnd)— DeUniiatloB  of  Ibo  AMaa 

FronUw,  688,  688,  1809,  1077 
Eaat  Indian  Unalalnad  Stt^DJiMUT,^ 
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BoVBXi,  Rigbt  Bwu  B.— MMl. 

^lUmea^BariiiaH  of  th«  Honie— Oom- 
mittoe  of  Snpplj^BUiidlDf  Ordor  436ft, 
Rm.  1371 

Sanlj— 'Embu^  and  UiidoBi  Ahnti,  1018, 

less 

Bdiefof  0«Mnl  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
1088. 1768 

BRABOTTBint,  Lord 

CoIodUI  Navftl  Defenee  Aet,  1865— OolonEml 

War  Vessel!,  1813 
'  Prirate  Bills  ( Ratlvajs)— New  Standing  Order, 
Res.  11 

Represeotatioo  of  the  People  Bill  and  Redis- 
tiibntlOD,  1780 

B&AMWxix,  Lord 

AttitffttlOD,  IB.  978 
In&nts,  9R.  IMS 

PriTato  Bills  (Railvajs)— Kew  Standing  Order, 
Baa.  14 

BauD,  Mr.  H.  B.  (Surveyor  General  of 
the  Ordnance),  Stroud 
Amj  EstiBaatea~-lliaMllaneou  EAwtire  Ser- 
.    TfoM,  790,  790 

BxtiSSKT,  Sir  T.  (OivU  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty),  ffattingt 
Navy— Dook/ard  Faetory  Departiii«i|~0<Mii< 
pnlsorf  Betiremen^  867 
Dookjaid  Ro-omniiation— Nov  Sdwrna, 
1718 

TSktj  SitinutM— HiaoeUaneou  Sorrloei*  780, 
TOO 

Bbiqht,  Ur.  jr.,  Manehsifer 

BqijI^  Pdles  and  Health  (Seotland),  Comm. 

Congo  BiTer — International  Association,  850 
Poat  Offlee— Telephone  Companies,  835 
SnrolT^Crimlnal  ProMOutiona,  4k.  In  Ireland, 
llOff 

Srutcl  Corporation  {Doeh  PUrehuo)  Bill 

lLoriL\  (hy  Ordor) 
e.  Horad.   That  the  BUI  be  now  raad  9«  "  99, 
841 

Anendt.  to  leave  oat  from  "  That,"  add  "  this 
House  deelines  to  satwtion  a  BUI  whiob  io< 
Tolfea  the  principle  of  trading  hj  a  Ooipora- 
tlon,  vhioh  proTldes  fbr  the  sale  of  Dooks  to 
the  CorporatioD  of  Bristol  at  aa  exoessire 
priee,  wbloh  la  opposed  to  the  interests  of 
Uie  ratepajera  of  that  eitj,  whiob  is  ob* 
noxlona  to  a  large  namber  if  not  the  majority 
of  those  ratepajera,  and  on  which  those  rate- 
payers hate  not  had  a  Mr  opportnnity  of  «- 
ueasing  their  views"  (In*.  Warton)  v.: 
<lacf  tion  propoaed, "  That  the  worda,  dw. ; " 
after  ihwt  debate,  QoesUon  pnt,  and  agreed 
to 

Main  Qnictloo  pat;  BiUnadS* 

Bboadhitkst,  Mr.  H.,  86ok»-on-7)rent 
-Law  and  Police  (Metropolis}— Reform  Demon- 
•tntion,  44 

lomk 


BnoiSHUiST,  Mr.  H. — eoitt. 

Mines  Begnlation  Act,  1879— Inspeeton  of 

Mines,  1868 
Snpplx— General  Valuation,  Ac.  of  Ireland* 

950 

Bbooes,  Mr.  M.,  JhthHn 
Ireland— Uosenm  of  Science  and  Art,  DobUn, 
1181 

Brtcb,  Mr.  jr.,  Towor  SamUU 
Infants,  Conun.  193;  el.  3,  193;  el.  8,  198, 
197.  599  ;  el.  8,  Amendt.  600,  601  ;  oM. 
el.  604,  606,607,  608,  600  ;  Consid.  Amendt. 
1014,  1017:  add.  el.  ib.  1032,  1024,  lOSO. 
1828, 1830;  Amendt.  1880,  1831  ;  8B.ik 
Snppl/ — Consular  Senicea,  1696,  1697 

BuoHAKAN,  Mr.  T.  R„  Minhirgh 
Africa  (We«t  Coast)— Consolar  JorisdioUon, 

815 

Army  (India)  Qnartermasten,  1070 
Bnrgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland),  Cwnm. 
998 

Pablio  Works  Loans.  Comm.  et.  3,  488 
Scotland — Hnseam  of  Science  and  Art,  Edln« 

burgh,  330 
Sopply— Learned  Societies,  he,  1480, 1431 

Boildias  Societies  Aets  Amendment  Bill 

[BJ.]  {Mr.  S.  S.  Awfar) 

e.  Bead  30  •  /u^  80  rBilt  8011 

Oommittoe*;  Beport;  read9*/ii^98 

Bnrgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Th*  Lord  Adveeate,  Mr.  SoKeitor  CUnerat/er 
Seotland) 

e.Qaeatioo.  Mr.  AndwsoQ  ;  Answer.  Mr.  Glad- 

stooe  July  86,  508 
Order  for  Committee  (an  re-cenm.)  read; 

Mored,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leaT* 

the  Chair  "JWy  30.  079 
AmendL  to  leave  oat  from    That,"  add  "thil 

Hoaee  will,  opon  this  day  three  months,  re- 

solve  Itself  into  the  sud  Committee  "  (Jfr. 

Bopwood)  V. ;  Qnestioo  proposed, "  That  the 

words,  dto. ; "  after  debate,  Qaestioa  pat ; 

A.  58,  N.  33  :  M.  26  (D.  L.  193} 
Main  QaestloB,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Ac.," 

pnt,  and  agreed  to ;  Committee — nj. 
I.  f^uesUon,  The  Maroaesa  of  Lothian;  Answer, 

The  Earl  of  Dalbonsle  Julu  SI,  1100 
«.  BUI  withdrawn  •  July  81  [Bill  StS] 

BuxTOK,  Ur.  F.  W.,  Aniovor 
Inland  Berenne— Carriage  Tax,  Bee.  090 

BuxTOH,  Mr.  S.  0.,  Potorhorovffh 

Hunioipel  Elections  (Cormpt   and  Ulegat 

PnMtices),  Oonaid.  el.  80,  471 
Snpplj— Saperaonofttion  and  Retired  Allow*, 
aaoes  to  Persons  fimnarly  Bm^o/ed  in  the 
FnblieSerTioe,1880 

Oaine,  Mr.  W.  8.,  Soarhorottgh 
Herahaot  Shipping— ^oaiantineAnauwnenti 
at  Madeira,  1740    Digiiized  by  ^OOglC 


OAI 


Oaooib,  Earl 

laADto,  9K.  IMS 


Oaix^,  Mr.  P..  Louth 

PkrlUment — SamlT — ^BaslnaM  of  tht  Home, 

80^17— Connkr  SwtIom^  IMS 


OAU         {INDBX)         OAIC  OBA 
•91. 

CAiirBiiJxBAinBBiui,  Mr.  EU— «M<. 
Kkvy  Eatinatcs— Half-Par— ReMmd  SaU- 
Par.  *e.  to  O01«m  of  Vvrj  and  iUmm, 
790 

Martial  Lav,  Ae.  783 
HiBosllaneoBa  S«rf  kwi,  769^  78S,  986, 787, 


Oahebos,  Dt.  0.,  OUugovf 

Sootland — Poor  Law— AppoiDtm»n(  under  tho 
Board  of  SuperTiiton- MeMTS.  A.  M'KiDiion 
and  A.  Hartio,  063 

So^y — Conrta  of  Lav  and  Juitiee  in  Soot- 
land, te.  656. 060  ;  Amendt.  662 
Oanml  R«giit«r  Houh,  Edinburgh,  877 
Lord  Admato*!  Cepurtment,  Ao.  Con- 
nootod  vith  Criminal  Prooaodlnn  {n 
Sootland,  649,  663,  660 
PriMU,  Sootland,  081 

OAMTBnx,  Sir  G.,  XirhMlilf,  ^c. 

Armr  Eatlnuitea— Ratind  Paj,  4e.  749 

War  Offloa,  789 
Sgnt— <iBwitiooa 

Conferenoe,  1487 

Ra-organiiation— AateiUMnou  laatUatloni, 

1164.1165 
SUverr— Convention  of  1877, 1579 
Palaoe  of  Weitmioster  —  Weitminster  Hall 

(W«it  Front),  807,  308.  1867,  1678 
Railva/a  (India)— RajpooUoa  fUilv^,  1109 
Sopply— Embaaaiaa  and  Uinioai  Abroad,  ia98> 
less,  1676,  1677, 1690 
Pnblie  Pnweoator'a  Offloa,  977 
B«U«r  of  OMwral  Gordon- Vote  of  Oradlt, 
1767 

Gahpbell,  l£r.  J.  A.,  Glasgow  and  Ah&r- 

Burgh  Polioe  aod  Haaltb  (SootUnd),  Comm. 
1008  ' 

Sspplf— GeaoBal  Bi«iitar  Houia,  Edinlmrgh, 
570 

OiicPBSLL-BAvsBBiuir.  Mf.  H.  (Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty),  Stirling,  ^e. 
Array  Eatimatoa— Hiioellaoeotu  Effsotire  S«r- 
vioea,  698 

Colonial  Naval  Defeoea  Aot,  1885— Colonial 
War  Veueli,  1748 

EgTPt— Queitiona 

Armed  St«amen  on  the  Nile,  15S1 
Operatiooa  in  the  Soudan— Ro^  Marinaa, 
1670 

ITavr— Qoeatlona 

CoUlaioa  of  Iron-Clads  Id  Bantrr  Bar,  46 
Dookrarda  ~  GommiaBion   on  Doekyard 
Work,  41 Viaiting  Timber  Inapeotor, 

H.M.S.  «G«met"-The  Inquiry  of  the 

Chargea  against  Offloera,  1306 
flaw!  CourU  Martial,  1303 
NaTsJ  Diaoipline  Aot—CUuia  68, 1789 
Fa;  Mo""*"**"  "        Soudan— Extra 


788 

Salmon  Ftalwrlea  Frotootioi,  808 

OiupEBBOWK,  Earl  of 

PriTiUe  Billa  —  Amendmenta   to  Staadiig 

Orders,  Res.  837 
Private  Bilb  (RailvaTa)— N«ir  Standing  Ordir, 

Eea.  14 

Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment  Bill 

(7^  Lord  CuFrinftoH) 
I  Bead  3>  /lify  88, 690  (No.  198) 

Committoe,  after  ahoH  debate  Jubf  81, 1189 
Boport*  Ji^S  (No.  836) 

OAnxisaFOBD,  Lord  (Lord  Presideot  of 
the  Ooimoil) 

Landed  Estatea  (IreUnd),  Motion  for  Retan^ 
633 

Ortter  CnltiTation  (Ireland).  9R.  7 
Poor  Uv  Gnardiani  (Ireland),  9B.  389,  981; 
393,  308 

Tramwaft  (Irdand)  Proridonal  Order,  Coaw. 
381 

OABAnroTOH',  Lord 
Canal  Beato  Aot  (1877)  AmeadaMlit,  9R.  SM ; 

Comm.  1141 :  a.  4,  ib. ;  add.  d.  1149 

Armjr  EatitnatM— War  Offloa,  78^  738 
Churoh  of  Engiand— Tbt  Engliah  ChuA  at 

Vienna,  861 
Unnioipal  Eleotiona  (GomiptandXUfl8alFrB»> 

tioea),  Conaid.  «{.  16,  461 

OxozL,  Lord  £.  H.  B.  O.,  Suar,  W, 
Egypt  {Enota  in  the  Sondan)— Expedtioate 
the  Reliof  of  Genwal  Gordon— Tota  ef 
Credit,  890 
Pariiameni— Bnrimas  ol  the  HooM,  4B9 

Cmiral  Asia 
DelimitaUon  of  the  AfgTuM  From^,  QoK- 
tiooa,  Mr.  Onalov.  Mr.  Boarke;  Aoiveri, 
Mr.  J.  K.  Grosa,  Mr.  Gladstone  Juty  38, 
638;  Qnettioiu,  Mr.  Boarke,  Mr.  Jofefh 
Cowen ;  Answera,  Lwd  Edmond  Fitamaoriea 
Av^  1, 1369  ;  Qaeatiooa,  ISx,  Onalov ;  Ab< 
nrera,  Mr.  Gladstone  Aug  4, 1577:  QbM' 
tion,  Mr.  Onalow;  Anavw,  Lord  Sdmoad 
Fitsmanrioe,  1587 

Ruuiun  Advance,  Observations,  Mr.  Maefti^ 
lane ;  Reply,  Mr.  J.  E.  Gross  Jtdy  36,  585 

Ohaubxrlaih,  IUs;ht  Hon.  J.  (Pren- 
dent  of  the  Boa^  of  Trade),  Sit- 
mingham 

Africa  (South)— Transvaal— The  Boera,  1746 
Bankroptey  Aot,  1869— Wi;idiog*np  of  Pi«* 

w«bigiiized  by  LiOOQ  le 
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OuuBBRLUir,  Riglii  Hon.  J.— eont. 

Buiknipt<7  A<tt  1888— Brakniptflr  of  R.  B. 
Sokrwmnif  h,  888 
CivU  Serriee  btlmatM.  1170 
Hnll,  B«rnil«7,  uid  Wnt  RidiBf  Jnnetion 
Ridlwar  and  Dook  (Uotier),  Ooartd.  SB. 
1044,  1048 
Mwohuit  ShippiD|— (Questions 
ColUiioD  in  tho  Thames,  1788 
"  CoDMlation,"  TiM,  1169 
Pilotaga— Port  of  SUgo,  317 
Raiiwaj  RegoUtioD  Aot  Amondnwnt,  848 
Bailwafs— OlMap  Tralni  Aot»  188S— Uidland 

Railway,  660 
Sootland— Northern  Lights  Commiidonei'a— 

LightbouM  on  Fair  lala,  404 
Sappljr— Orange  Rirer  Tonitoijr,  1108, 
1100,  IIIO.  1118 

OHAHOiLLOBf  The  Load  (Earl  <^  Sel- 

BORNX) 

Clt7  of  LondOB— BenaAo*  of  Bt.  Olave,  JTowrr, 
1848 

In&ntB,  SR.  18S8 

Landed  Estates  (Ireland).  Motion  for  Retoras, 
633 

Muoiidpal  Eleotiona  (Cormptand  Ill^al  Prae- 
tleaa).  Oomm.  add,  tl.  1730 

Printe  Bill*— Amendmwitt  to  Standing  Or- 
ders, Res.  837 

BopresenUtion  of  the  Pcmle  BUI  and  Badis- 
tribntiOD,  1728 

Sluriff  Oonrt  Hoaiei  (Seotlaod)  Ammdmnit. 
SR.  6 

TeitaiUi*  Begletries,  Oonun.  d.  87,  0>8 

Obakoellob  of  the  Exohxquxb,  The 
(Bight  Hon.  H.  0.  E.  Ohildxbb), 

Clril  SerraDta  of  the  Orawn— ^  WOUun 

Gordon,  1171 
0M\  Sarrlea  Wrltan— Order  in  CoaneU,  1878. 

1740 

Inland  Revenue — Carriage  Tax,  Res.  513 
Law  and  Jgstioe— Glreolt  £xprasetof  Jndges, 
1180. 1161 

Lltmture,  Seienae,  and  Art — The  RoUqoarjr  of 

St.  Laohteen.  1159 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries,  S74,  875 
FaAameat — Bnsineea  of  tlie  Hoase— Commit- 

tae  of  Sappljr— Standing  Order  48da,  Bm. 

1878 

Pablie  Works  Loans,  Comm.  add.  el.  589,  590 
Sapplj— Loeal  GoTemnent  Board,  dte.  in  Ire- 
land, 80 

Relief  of  Geoml  Gordon— Vote  of  Crodl^ 
1587 

SeieDoe  and  Art  Department,  Ao.  587 
Snperannnation  and  Retired  AUowanees  to 

Parsons  formerly  Employed  in  tha  Public 

Sanrioe,  4o.  1888,  1888 

Chartered  Companies  Bill 

(2^  Atttm*^  Otntralt  Mr.  OkMUtlhr  of  tis 

JSwA<fM#r,  3fr.  Btdieitor  ffffwraQ 
«.  Ordered ;  read       Jiily  39  [BiU804l 
Bead  3*  *  /ufy  38 

Committee ;  Report :  read  8"  J*^  18, 1011 
I.  Bead  l-»  {Lord  CkancOhr)  Jalp  81  (No.  331) 
Read  ^1^4 
Comiiiittae* ;  R«portA«|^8  ; 


OHXLuaFOBD,  Loid 
Ami7— Ordoanea  Department— New  Small- 
bore  Bifle,  617 

Chttter  Improvsment  Sill  [^Litrdt] 

e.  Considered,  after  short  debate  JvJy  38,  038 

Ohtldkbs,  Itight  Hon.  H.  0.  E.  (<m 
Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer) 

ChoIerSf  ftc.  Protection  Bill 

{Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Dawson) 
9.  Ordered ;  read  1»  •  Jufy  33         [BiU  808] 
Read3««/H{yS0 
Committee ;  Report  Jtdv  81. 1837 
Considered  • ;  read  8*  8 

Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Tkt  lord  Ktatu) 
I  Read  3-  •  July  28  (No.  304) 

Committee:  after  short  debata  /Mb  31.  IIU 
Report*  Aug  A  (No.  330) 

Read  8* '^IV  8  (No.  346) 

Ohttbobill,  Lord  B.  H.  S.,  WoodtUch 
Earl  of  Devon's  Estates,  Res.  848 
Egjpt  —  CoDlereDoe,  Ministwlal  SUtaawst, 
1839,  1599,  1880,  1788 
Operanoni  Id  tlw  Soadaa — Rojal  Harlnei, 
1670 

Hnll,  Bamslaf,  and  Weet  Riding  JanoUon 
Railway  and  Dook  (Money),  Cooaid.  eSB. 
1041,  1044, 1046 
NaT7  —  Dockyard    Bo-organiiatioo  —  Now 
Sflhema,  1748 
Naral  Operationi  la  the  Sondu— Bxtn 
Paj,e50 

PbrllameDt— Bulaeaa  <tf  the  Houa,  874, 1 187, 
1188 

Staadlnf  Orden  —  AmoBdnaiita,  1848, 
1848 

Parliament— Bnaiaesa  of  tka  Hoota — Gommt^ 
tea  of  Snpplf— SUnding  Order  438a,  Bai. 

1873 

Parliament — Supply — Business  of  the  Houh^ 

1581 ;  Amendt.  1083, 1584,  1630 
Sappty — Commissioners  of  National  EdnoaUon 
in  Ireland,  1858,  1858 
Constabulary  Foroa  in  Ireland,  1507,  1809 
Criminal  Profeentioni,  Ao.  in  Iralaod,  000, 
1311,  1313 

Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1599, 
1504, 1603,  1607, 1610, 1819, 1818, 161S, 
1637,!1684 

Foreign  Offlee  Vote,  688 

Orange  lUrer  Tarritoty,  4te.  108^  110^ 
1110,1190 

Regiitratiou  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  878, 877* 
880 

Relief  of  Geoemt  Gordon— Vote  of  Ondtt, 
1888, 1587 

Chmrch  o/  Snffktti 

The  Bsn«Jiee  of  St.  Olwt,  Jewry,  Qoestioo, 
Obserrations,  The  Eari  of  Milltown  ;  Raply, 
The  Lord  Chaaeallor;  ObeentatiiMM.  fte^ 
Bishop  of  London  ^4^1049  V^OD^LC 
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000 


n*  OiMrtk  in  tits  C«ionitt—OT9nada,  Qa«r 
tion,  Mr.  PiotoD ;  Answer,  Mr.  Evdya 
Ashlar  Aug  4,  l«e9 

n«  Eiu)Uih  ChwrA  at  VUrma,  Uttutions,  Mr. 
LkboMbort,  Mr.  GRUton  ;  Antwerv,  Lord 
Bdmond  fltaauMriM  JtUy  39,  8fl0 

Chnrch  Patooiuige  Bill 

(JTr.  UtUham,  Mr.  Ryland*,  Mr.  Smty  E. 

FowUr,  Mr.  ShUld)     [Bill  17] 
9.  l^eeUl  Beport  of  S«lMt  Comm.  /uL  34 

[No.  3»7] 

Church  Patronage  (No-  8)  BUI 

(JTr.  SUmhojn,  Mr.  Stuart- JFortley,  Mr.  John 

Q.  TsiM,  Mr.  Stamlty  JMgAton) 
».  SpoeU  Report  of  Soloot  Oomm.  /n^  94 

CivU  ServanU  of  the  Crown — Sir  William 
Our  don,  QoMtion,  Mr,  TomliDBoa  ;  Answer, 
The  Cbaoeellor  of  the  Eioheqner  July  31, 
1171 

Civil  Servict  WriUri—Ordtr  in  Council,  1876, 
(laeetiwi,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Coanor;  Answer, 
The  ChaoesUor  of  the  EMbeqner  Ana  5, 
1740 

OX.ABKZ,  Ifr.  E.  0.,  Pis/mouth 

Manioipal  £leotioDe(GomiptaiKilUegalPrao- 
tiooa),  CoDsid.  el.  SO,  470 

OoLLivQS,  Kr.  J.,  Iptwioh 

Law  aod  Polioo  (Metropolii}— Refivm  Dmood- 
■tr&tton,  48 

Sapplf— Qenonl  VftliuUon,  Ao.  of  IraUnd. 
348 

Loool  GoTonuMDt  Boards  dM.  in  Irolaod, 
181 

Ooujire,  Ifr.  E.,  KintdU 
'  NaUoMl  School  TaubMH  (Iroland),  Bee.  1409 

Oautidl  Naval  Dt/mc9  Act,  1865— Co^ 
n*W  War  Veu»l$ 

<ia«Btion,  ObMrratioDi,  The  Karl  of  Ashbnrn- 
hftm  ;  Reply,  The  E«rl  of  Northbrook  ;  short 
debate  thereon  Aug  1,  1388;  Qnestion,  Mr. 
-    BUka  ;  Aoiwor,  Mr.  CampbeU-Bannarmaa 
Aviff  8, 1747 

Gohmial  Frisoneri  BemoTal  BUI  [ax.] 

{Th4  £mrl  of  Ihrhf/) 
{.-Btval  ABMDt  A^SS  [47  A  48  TitM.  e.  81] 

OoLTHUKBT,  Ool.  D.  La  Zoooho,  Cork  Co. 

IreIand-~(;iaaationt 

Industrial  Sohools,  300 . — ^Tlpponry  Grand 

Jorr,  Soath  Riding,  867 
Land  Uw  (Ireland)  Aet,  1881— CUn«>  19 
— Loana  for  Labonrers'  Cottages,  803, 
1888 
Union  Rating,  337 
Iroland— National  Sehool  Teaehers,  Rea.  1884 

'  {Mat. 


OoLTHUBif,  Colottol  D.  La  Zonaba  aawi. 
Sgpplj— Conatabnlarr  Forae  in  bobiid.  lltll 
Irish  Land  Commiaaion,  1278 
Local  GoTamnent  Board,  4e.  in  Tralaad. 

68.  8« 

Police  in  OoonUei  and  Boroagha  in  Kaf- 

land  and  Walaa.  *c.  497 
Pablio  Worka  in  Ireland,  151 
Baibrmatory  and  Indutriat  Sobot^  b»> 

land,  1416 

OoLTmji  of  OvLBOfls,  Lord 

Private  Bills  ( RaUvaTB}— New  Studtag  Or* 
der,  Rea.  15 

ContagiooB  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1878 

(Districts)  BUI  {EaH  BtamUmf) 
I.  Read        July  33  (No.  906) 

Read  i^*Jul^26 
Committae*  :  Report  Jufy  39 
Read8**Aiy  1 

Contagiout  Diafaiea  {Animal*)  AeU 
CattU  ImporiatUm  from  Inland,  Qnaatkai^ 
Otriooel  King-Harman,  Mr.  Arthur  Am^  ; 
Anawcn,  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Dodaoa  Jntg  98, 

865 

Catth  Intpeeter,  Kilavtetkomu  Vmon,  Qnaa- 

tion,  Mr.  Leaaij ;  Answer,  Mr.  TreralTao 

July  34,  336 
Swin«  Fever— Cir^  of  Isolation,  Q»mtiaa, 

Mr.  R.  U.  Paget;  Auwor,  Mr.  Dodaaa 

July  33,  81 

"  Wyoming  and  tk$  CaItU  DimoH,"  QaaaHoa, 
Mr.  Albert  Qrty;  Anawer,  Mr.  Dodmn 
Aug  S,  1740 

OoBBBT,  Mr.  W.  J.,  TFtMew  Co. 

Ednoation  Department  —  Ago  of  CbildrM 
leaving  Sebool,  1751 

Corrapt  Fraetioes  (Snspouloii  of  SIm- 
tions)  BiU 

{Mr.  AtUmuy  Omirul,  Mr.  SoMtor  Qtmfrml) 

«.  Ordered  :  road  V  Jtiy  31         [Bill  314] 
MoTod,  «  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  9*  "  Aug  4, 

1710 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  "  now,"  add  "  opoo  this 
day  month  "  {Mr.  Warlan)  i  Qaeatioa  pro- 
poMd,  "  That  •  now,'  Ac. ;"  after  ^ert 
debate.  Question  pat :  A.  50,  X.  9 ;  H.  48 

(D.  L.  209) 

Main  Question  pat,  and  agreed  to ;  BIU  read  1* 
Question,  Mr.  Ralkaa ;  Anamr,  The  AttoiMr 
General  Aug  5, 1747 

CouIt  Courts  drebud)  {ro-mnmitttgi  Wl 

(JTr.  UntBaUrt  Mr.  IkomM  JUtlmmy 
c  BiU  witbdimwn*  Juig  39       [BHl  104.358] 

OouRTHXT,  ]|£r.  L.  H.  (Financial  Seor»- 
tan  to  the  Treasury),  lAtUari 
Annual  Eatioutes,  1609 
Cheater  Improvement,  Ooosid.  6S0 
Cholera,  Ao.  Protection,  Comm.  1837 
Committee  of  Pubtio  Aeooonta— The  Seorat 

Servioo  Fond,  837  r^t^i^Xn 

Digilized  by  VjOO^-^  \L 
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^umnn',  Hr.  L.  H.~«Mit. 
GrowD  Mining  Lmm  —  CMDmfHioDm  of 

Wood*  and  Fwreiti.  1  lf8 
Egypt— Cooferaiee,  1487 
InUnd — Queitioni 

Board  of  Work*— Ckm  of  U'Hugb,  of 

BolioUSy,  39 
Fishery  Piera  and  Harlwnrs  —  Aoglirif 
Pisr,  Co.  Sligo,  83 ;— TmUq  Pier,  Go. 
Dooenl.  1154,  1165 
InUnd  NaTigation  and  Drainage — Rirer 

Barrow,  1007  ; — Rifor  Shannon,  1S6S 
Inland  Rarenn*  Ofllce,  DabUa— Salarln, 
641 

Magistracy— Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  1579 
Uasenm  of  Soienoe  and  AH,  Dablio,  3S0, 
331,  1181 

Magiitntw  (IraUad)  Salariea,  SR.  191,  099, 

791.  7S4,  797,  799,  884 
Parliament — QnestioQi 

BauiwM<tf  the  Borne,  48,  409 
DUtribuUoB  of  the  StatalM  to  Momben, 
1171 

Supply — Bosinew  of  the  Hoote,  1538 
Parliament — Boaineu  of  the  Uonae — Commit* 
tea  of  Sondy—Standing  Order  435a,  Rot, 
1873 

Froseoution  of  OffoDoes,  3R.  597 

Pnblio  Works  Loans,  Comm.  479,  480,  4S1. 

483,  463  :  ol.  3.  486.  488,  508 
Rereaue,  Ao.  3R.  097,  698 ;  Oomn.  el.  13, 

1888 ;  et.  18,  U 
Royal  Conrts  of  Jnttioe,  Comm.  477 
Savinga  Banki  Anta  Amondment,  3R.  490, 493 
Snpriy— Britiah  MuMum,  1708 

Commissioners  of  BdnoatloD  In  Iroland 
Appointed  for  the  R«galatios  of  Endowed 
Schools,  1893 
Commiuioners  of  National  Education  in 
Inland,  1796,  1796,  1797,  1799,  1835, 
1841.  1843,  1850,  1865,  1866,  1860, 
1864, 1866 

Oommiasionere  of  Polioe,  Jke,  of  Dnblln. 

1308, 1318 
Oonstabolary  Foroe  in  Inland,  1010 
Consolar  Servioes,  1706 
Courts  of  Ijtw  and  JaiUoe  in  Seotland,  Ao. 

067,  568 

Criminal  Proseoutiooa,  Sheriflb'  Expenwi, 

Ac.  816,  349,  350 
Oypma,  Grant  in  Aid,  1708 
Embasdee  and  Mtuloaa  Abroad,  1606 
General  Prison*  Board  in  Ireland,  Ae.  684 
General  Register  Ilonse,  Edinburgh,  675 
General  Valuation,  Ao.  !n  Ireland,  319, 

936,  336,  338,  333,  339,  310,341,343, 

344,  34S,  865,  369,  370,  373 
HospUaU  and  loflrnuiriei,  Ireland,  1867 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1390 
Land  Registry,  888,  393 
Learned  societies,  Ac.  1431 
Local  Government  Board,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 

53,  53,  107,  133, 134 
Lord  Adrooate's  Department,  Ao.  Connected 

with  Crlndnal  Prooeidiaga  in  Seotland, 

605 

Misoellaneons  Charitable  and  other  Allow- 

anoes  in  IraUnd,  1838,  1889 
National  Gallery,  1133,  1434,  1436,  1438 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  1439,  1430 
National  Sohool  Teaohore^  Snperannuation 

OOo^  Dablin,  1708 


OooBTinT,  Ur,  L.  H.-— oonf. 

Pauper  Lanatict,  Ireland,  1887 

Pnbtio  Works  In  Ireland,  158.  163,  179, 

173,  178,  179,  180,  181,  189,  183,  185, 

186,  187, 190 
Record  Office,  Ireland,  300,  901,  308,  304 
Redemption  of  Consolidated  Fund  Allow- 

anoee,  1890 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  In 

Iiwlaod,  586,  686,  1384 
Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  308 
Ri^iitration  of  Deedi  in  Ireland,  878, 

1338.  1939,  1288,  1988,  1989,  1940, 

1491,  1499 
Registry  of  Deeds,  875,  876 
Soienoe  and  Art  Department,  Ac.  587 
Saperanuation  and  Retired  Aliowanoei  to 

Persons  formerly  Employed  in  the  Pnblio 

Serrioe,  Ao.l870, 1871. 1879, 1870, 1877, 

1878,  1669 
Snpreme  Conrt  of  Jadioatnr*.  iS<6,870. 871 
Teachers'  Pension  Offlea,  Irolaiid,  1869 
Transit  of  Veuns,  1 708 
Snpreme  Court  of  Jodioatnn  Aawndawn^ 

Comm.  add.  el.  1438 
Ulster  Oaaal  and  Tyrona  Navigation,  Comm. 
349,  348 

Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  [Coat  of 

Repairs],  Comm.  596 
Ways  and  Means— Inland  ReTOnoe  DraarU 
ment— Light  Soverrfgni  and  Half-Sow- 
TOisns,  858 
lalana  Rennne  —  Income  Tax— As 
moots  under  SobednU  D,  1180 

OoxniTOTK,  Earl  of 
Oyitor  CulUration  (Ireland),  9R.  7 


OoirsN,  Mr.  J.,  Iftweasfh-im^J^nt 
Asia  (Central)— DeUmitatloo  of  the  Al|;han 

Frontier,  1869 
Egypt  —  Confsreooe,  Ministerial  Statement, 
1750 

Inland  Revenae— Carriage  Tax,  Bos.  610 
Public  Health— Cholenr-Rags  from  Mar- 
seilles, 005 

Snroly — CrinUnal  PnMeontlona,A«.in  Ireland, 
907 

Lord  AdTooata'aDapaitnitnt,  *e.  Conneoted 
with  Orlndnal  Prooeedinga  in  Soottand, 

066 

Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  878 
ReUef  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Orodit, 
1080 


OsioHTON,  yiflooimt,  Ftrman^h 

Ireland— Questions 

Irish  Land  Commiaaioa   (Sub  -  Oommia- 

sioners) — Sitting  at  Tuam,  36 
Magistracy— Rot.  J.  B.  Frith,  87 
Preveotioa  of  Crime  Act,  1888— Extra 

Folioa,  Co.  Tyrono,  088 

Criminal  Lnnatici  Bill 

(Jff .  HUtUrt,  Sierftary  Sir  WtHum  Sareourt) 
e.  Considered  ;  read  8^  July  31,  1337  [Bill  3961 
t.  Read  1-*  (E.  of  DathouiU)  JwWNo.  98n 
Bead  9'.  aftw  abort  dfl|)^fc4»^J,JOOgle 
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Okoppzb,  Mr.  J.,  K§ndal 
Hull,  Bkmslfl^.  »nd  Wwt  RidiDi  JonotlM 
BaUwiy  >nd  Dook  (Mooey).  OouU.  8B.  1088 

Obom,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  B.  A.,  £«iw«- 
ihire,  S.W. 
M«tropoii»— SUte  of  th«  StmU  at  Night,  8S3 
ManteiMl  EleeUooa  (Corrapt   and  lUefal 
Praetioet}^  Oonild.  A.  S,        iffl :  tl.  16, 
481 

Parliament — Standing  Orders — Amendmenti, 

im 

Parliament  —  Buineu  of  the  Hoom  — Coou 
mittee  of  Snp^T— Standing  Ordar  4S8a, 

Bes.  1889 

Supply — Criminal  ProieontioDB,  Ae.  8<7 

General  Reciter  Uouie.  fidlnborgh,  074, 
075 

Folino  In  Ooontlei  and  Boronglu  in  Eng- 
land and  Walea,  *a.  418 
PriaoH,  En^aiidt484 

Oboss.  Mr.  J.  E.  (Under  Seorebtty  of 
State  for  India),  Bolton 

Armjr  (India)— Queitions 

Genera!  List  of  Indian  Offieera,  S48 
North-Weat  Frontier— QnetU,  1171 
(Quartermasters,  1076»  1077 

Aala  (Oentral)— IMimitation  of  the  Afi^ 
Frontin>,  888 
RoBBian  AdTaaoe,086 

Eaat  IndUn  Unelainwd  Stoeka,  SR.  18S7, 1S8S 

India — QueatioDi 

RaUwajrs — R^pootana  Railvay,  1180 
BoTenue  Setuement  Department— Natire 

Appolntmenta,  1188 
Salt  Tai,  837 

India  (Madras) — QufstioDi 

Director  of  Fnblio  InBtruotion,  631 
Floggine — Case  of  Mariappen,  1709 
Foreat  LegisUtioD— Act  0,  1883,  1101 
Land  (^ueatioQ  in  Malabar,  1101 
Personal  Staff  of  the  GoTemor — Postal 

Faeilitiea,  1808 
Post  OOee,  887 
SettleuMDt  of  Taxation,  888 

Crown  Lands  Bill 

{Mr,  Courtney,  Mr.  Etrhtrt  QUuUiem) 
0.  BUI  withdrawn  *  July  81  [Bill  99] 

Crown  Mining  Learn — Tho  Commitnonert 
of  Wood*  and  Fort*U 
*iaeation,  Mr.  Rolls ;  Answer,  Mr.  Conrtmy 
/»^81, 1108 

(hutonu — Importationy  Man^/aoturo,  and 
Sale  of  Ottotnargarin*  and  ether  But- 
ter Suiititute* 
QmbUod,  Mr.  Daokham  ;  Aniwer,  Kr.  Hib* 
bert  Jmfy  SS,  408 

Dalhousis,  Earl  of 
Bargh  Polioe  and  Ilftalth  (Scotland),  1100 
Criminal  LnnaUos,  2R.  1731,  1733| 
Law  and  Polioe  (MetropoUaV—Etefbnn  Denutn- 
•tratioo,  684, 885 

[eont. 


DALHocais,  Eart  of— emt. 
ParliaiMot— Pnblio  Bosioeai— Borgh  Poliea 

and  Health  (Sootland),  618 
Proaeootion  of  Oflbnoea,  SR.  1780. 1791 
Pablic  Healtb— Drainage  of  Londoa,  1791 
Sheriff  Court  Booaea  (Seotbuid)  AmandoMB^ 

SR.  3,0 

Smoke  Nniaanos  Abatenunt  (HMnpoUa)^  SB. 

1180 

Datbt,  Mr.  H.,  Chrietehureh 
Inbnta,  Comm.  el.  8,  107,  080;  el.  8,  608; 
CoDsld.       d.  1019,  1091 

Dawhat,  Hon.  G.  0.,  Tori,  N.U. 

Afriea  (Sooth)— TranaTaal— The  Bears;,  1748 

Zululand— The  Reserre  Territory,  1$71, 
107S 

Law  and  Police  (Metropolis)— Tbo  Reform 

DemooBtratlon,  13 
Pnblio  Health— Importation  of  Bntterino  and 

Oleomargarine,  41 
Sapplr— Orange  Rirar  Territot7,  Ae.  AaaendL 

1000.  lOM^lOe.  1118, 11S0 

Dawboh,  Mr.  0.,  Carloxo 

Edoeation  Department— Elementarr  Bdoea- 
Uoa,  1166 
Over^Preaaon  in  Board  Sdioola,  1880 
Ireland— Qaeationi 

Maseom  of  Soienoa  and  Art,  DobUa,  888, 
381. 1181 

Royal  College  of  SoiMwe,  DnWn,  1980, 

1361 

State-Aided  EmigraUon,  1878 
Ireland— National  School  Teaohers,  Raa.  1885. 

1388 

Literature,  Scienoe,  and  Art— The  Beliqaaiy 

of  St.  Laohteen,  1109 
Magistrates  (bvland)  Salaries,  3R.  837 
Parliament— Suppl/— Business  of  the  Hones, 

1030 

Pnblie  Works  Loans,  Comm.  094 

■— Commiaaionera  of  National  Edaoatloa 
in  Ireland,  1835 
Commissionera  of  Police,  io.  of  Dnblin, 

1811.  1318 
ConBtabntar]>  Force  in  Ireland,  1444 
Criminal  Proseaations,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  910 
Embaastea  and  Missions  Abroad,  166fl^ 
1880 

Irish  Land  Commission,  1306, 1389 

Looal  GoTcmment  Board,  Ao.  in  Irelaiid, 
133,  138,  183,  138,  144.  147 

Polioe  in  Counties  and  Boroughs  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  Ao.  43L 

PubUo  Works  in  Ireland,  lOS,  170,  180 

Record  Office,  303,  S04 

Registrar  GMieral^i  OSloe,  Irdaad,  SM 

Dbast,  Mr.  J.,  Cork 
Ireland — Questions 

Board  of  Worka— Oaae  of——  H'Hagb,  of 

B^tafly.  80 
lodostrial  Sobools— Number  of  Children 
Chargeable  to  the  Corporation  of  Cork, 
868 

Law  and  Jaatke — Tubberewrr*  Prlsooars, 
838  \—Jh^M9^&» 
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Dun,  Mr.  J.— mmC 

Poor  Law — Eleotlon  of  QurdiMU — Bandon 
TJnioD,  MS Mr.  R.  Moore,  Clerk  of 
Enniahoweo  Union,  Go.  Donegsl,  651 
Royal  Iriah  Oonttab^ary— Promotion* — 
Ssb-InipMtor  JamM  ElUi  Freooh,  89 
Ha^itrates  (Ireland)   Salaries,   SR.   828  ; 

Amendt.  8S0 
Nary— H.H.8.   " aantot "  —  iDqnirjr  into 

Charges  agaioit  Olfieen,  18S0 
NaT;  Estimatea — MiweUaiMOUB  SerTioai.  789, 
790 

Sapply— OommlMioners  of  National  Edneation 
in  Ireland,  183S,  1885 
Conitabalarjr  Foroe  in  Ireland,  H47,  1498 
Criminal  ProMoutiona,  Ao.  in  Ireland,  905 
General  Valoation,  d^o.  of  Ireland,  379 
Local  GoTemment  Board,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 
85 

MiioeUaoMna  Oharitable  and  other  AHow- 

sn«M  in  Ireland,  1880 
Prisooi,  TreUnd,  1415 

Db  La  Wabk,  Eail 
Effpfe— OonferMHie,  401 

Dbbxak,  Lord 

Ei^ring  lAWt  Contlnoanee,  BR.  Amendt.  ITSS 
RepraientatioQ  of  the  Peopio — AatDmn  Sei- 

ihm,  SO,  17S7 
Wollington  Stattw.  618 

De  Wobus,  Baron  H.,  Ortmwich 

Abjrednian-Gonoeuion  aader  the  Treatj  of 

Adowa,  850 
krtaj — Harried  Soldiers'  (itaartera  at  Green- 

wiob,  324 
Egypt — Confareooe,  1356 
Parliament — Buaineas  of  tbe  House — Com< 
mittee  of  Snpidy — Standing  Order  435a, 
Res.  1375 
Post  Offloe  Protection,  1867 
Supply — Embassies  and  Missions  ibroad,1634» 
1698,  1675, 1680 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
1793 

Treaty  of  Berlin— Article  44— Jews  in  Ron- 
mania,  1074 

DiGKSOV,  Mr,  T.  A.,  Tyrons 

Ireland— Inland  I^arigation  and  Drainage— 

Rrrer  Sbanoon,  1869 
Snwly— Irish  Land  Gommiaaion,  ISOl 
Torudiire  Regiatries,  Lorda  Amendta.  Cooaid. 

1714 

Pnn,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  0.  W.  (Ffesi- 
dent  of   tiie  Local  Qoveniment 
Board],  C!A«^a,  i^e. 
Expiring  Lawa  Continaanoe,  SR.  810 
Inbnts,  Comm.  add.  el.  610 
Lower  Thamea  Tallej  Main  Sewerage  Board, 
893.  833 

'  Metropolitan   Asylnnu    Board  (Borrowing 
Powers),  3R.  836 
Pnrllamenl — Uonse'of  Commoni— TentUation 
Of  tbe  House,  1188 
Standing  Orders — Amendmentf,  1847 
Pnblie  Heatib—Cholera — Raga  from  Mar- 
eeUte^  504,505 
Upper  Md  Lqwit  TIimui,  81B 


DiLLWTir,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Stcantea 

Africa  (Sonth)— Natal  and  Znloland,  1567 
Borgh  Police  and  Health  (Sootfauid),  Comm. 

lOLl 

Magistiatea  (Irehnd)  Salariea,  SR.  8S4 
Mnnicipal  Eleetiona  (Cormpt  and  Illegal  Pne- 
tioea),  Gonaid.  el.  16,  481 

Dizon-Habtland,  £fr.  F.  D.,  Susskm 

Bankroptoy  Act,  1883— Bankniptcy  of  R.  B. 

SearborOBgh,  655 
Law  and  Police— Befiwm  Demonatration,  808 

DoDSs,  Mr.  J.,  Stockton 
PaUio  Works  Leana,  Comm.  el.  3, 488 

DoDSON,  Riffht  Hon.  JT.  Q.  (Olivicftllor 
of  the  Dtioliy  of  Lancaster),  Sear' 
horovgh 

Oontagions  Diseasea  (Animab>— Cattle  ImpMw 

tation  from  Ireland,  866 
Swine  Fever — Cirolea  of  Isolation,  83 
Wyoming  and  the  Cattle  Dlssase,  1749 
Parliament- Pnblie  BilU— Unprinted  Bill^ 
1413 

Pnblie  Health— Importation  of  Bntterine  and 
Oleomargarine,  43 

DuoKEAK,  Mr.  T.,  S»r»ford»hir« 
Onatoma — Importation,  Mannftetnre,  and  Sale 
of  Oleomargarine  and  other  Butter  SnbiUo 
tntaa,  403 

Inland  RoTemw— Carriage  Tax,  Bm.  031 

JEarl  of  Dwon't  EttaUi  Bill  [Lord»\ 
e.  Moved,  "  That,  in  the  caae  of  the  Earl  of 
Dctod's  Estatea  Bill  [Lord*],  Standing 
Order  385  be  sospeoded,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  read  S*"  {Sir  Charkt  Fortter)  Jufy  SO, 
848 ;  after  abut  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

Xast  Indian  XTnolaimed  Stocks  Bill 

{Mr,  Xifnatton  Croat,  Mr.  Courtney) 
e.  Read  3",  after  debate  July  81,  1897  [BUI  869] 
<iaeation,  Mr.  Bonrke;  Anawer,  Mr.  J.  K, 

Crosa  Auff  1,  1861 
BUI  witiidrawn  *  Aug  1 

Xiuwtion  Ihparfmmt  C^^hnd  and  ITaM) 

ChSdrenUavingS^oot,  (^aestioo,  Mr. Dawson; 

Answer,  Mr.  Mandella  /uly  81, 1 166 ;  Quae- 

tion,  Hr.  W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer,  Mr.  Mob- 

della  Aug  6.  1751 
Compuliory  School  Attendance,  Question,  Mr. 

Rankin ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Mnndella  Julv  34, 

819 

Orer^/VMfiirv  in  Board  SdwOe,  Qoestions, 

Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot,  Mr.  Dawson;  Answers, 

Mr.  Mandella  Aug  1. 1800 
Sehool  AoeovmtdaUon—Comindeofy  Obtigaliont 

QnesUon,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot;  Answer,  Mr. 

MundelU  Aug  1, 1307 

Education  (Scotland)  Prorlrional  Order 

Bill   (Mr.  MwuUOa,  The  Lord  Advoeate) 
e.  Read  2*  •  Juh  32  /[Bill  9851 1 

Report* ;  read  9*  /u^ized  by  V^OglC 


StiuaUm  (SMtlMd)  AwMmmI  Onbr  Bai-~ 

OODt. 

CootmiUee*  :  R«port  At^  B 


{XNBBX)        EOT  EMP 
191. 

JiSpypC— OMocon— 7%«  Canftr*me4  wt. 
7^  JfiMUMrui;   AatomH^  l^oMtiM.  Sir 
Stalford  Nortbfloto  ;  Annrar,  The  lfuqa«i 
of  U«i«bgtwi ;  ObMrralloai^  Mr.  OUidstOM ; 
ihort  debate  th«rooa  Anf  S,  1753 


EasBTOH,  Hon.AlimdeTatton,  ChMhirt, 
Mid 

Iaw  and  Po11oe(M«tropolU)— RoformDoDiOD- 

atmtioD,  48.  44.  U,  490,  490 
Pablio  Uttalth  (Cholen)— Bagi  from  Uar. 

mUIm,  504 

EasBTOV,  Hon.  A.  F.,  Wigan 

Anaj  EttlniatM— War  Offloe,  788 

LORM 

^loliey  of  Bar  Majufy't  Oovemmeni,  QoMtion, 
Tb*  Maranaaa  of  Salhibaty  ;  Auwor,  Earl 
OnnTille  Avf  S,  171« 

Th«  Conftrmee 

QdnUod*  Earl  Do  La  Warr :  Answer.  Earl 
OraoTiUe  Ji^  85,  481 ;  Qnertiou,  Tho  Mar- 

Joen  of  SaliBbary  ;  Aaswera^  Earl  OhuiyUIo 
Htjf  28,  818; /n^  89,  888  ;  /ul^  81, 1188  ; 
MinUterUl  SUtemeot,  Eari  GraoTillo ;  abort 
debate  tb««0Q  Aug  i,  1540 

JTte  Ports  and  the  Soudan,  (^neetion.  Lord 
Stratboalm ;  Answor.  Earl  Oranrille  Awi  5, 
1787 

Sgypi 
CoHuon  (QMMfuM) 
Eamt$  in  the  Soudan 
6«Mff«I  Oordott,  OboorratiOBi,  Lord  Edmond 

FitnoHrioe  /tify  38,  46 ;  Qtieati(Hi.  Hr. 

Aibmead*Bartlett ;  Answer,  Lord  Bdsuod 

Fitsmaortoe  ;  QaesUon,  Mr.  Artbor  O'Cod-. 

nor  ;  too  "plj]        29,  867 
The  Troatjf  with  Abystinia,  Qaeition.  Mr. 

VCoan  ;    Aaiwer,   Lord  Edmond  FiU* 

manrioe  Juljf  34,  840  ;  Qoestions,  llr. 

Stanley  Leigbton  ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond 

FItsmanrioe  Jtdt/  88,  050 ;  (^oeation,  Sir 

Vilfrid  LawwD ;   Aiiswor,  Lord  Edmond 

FitxmaorEce,  070 
Mmor  Kitehmer,  Queation,  Mr.  Ashmead- 

Bartlett ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  FUsouiuriot 

July  81, 1189 
BaUwu  at  SuaUnt  Qnestioo,  Hr,  JosUn 

HnnUy  H'Onrtb;;  Answer,  'tb»  Harqnsss 

of  Hkrtington  Aug  1, 1805 

ne  ConftroM 

Qasstion,  Sir  H.  Drammood  Wolff;  Answer, 
Mr.  OUdstono  /ttly  34,  840  ;  Questions,  Sir 
Stafliwd  Northoote  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone 
/uly  88,  606  ;  July  39,  873  ;  QnestioDS,  Ur. 
Aibmead-Bartlatt,  Sir  Stafford  Northoote, 
Mr.  Bonrke,  Mr.  Solater-Booth  1  Answers, 
Mr.  QUdshme  /Wy  81,  1184;  <toestion, 
Baron  Uenrr  Do  Worms;  Answer,  Lord 
Edmond  Fitimanrlee  Aii§  I,  1850 ;  Qnes- 
tiona.  Sir  Stafford  Kortboote,  Sir  0«)rge 
Campbell ;  Answers,  Sir  William  Hareoort, 
Mr.  Courtney  Aug  3,  1437;  Ministerial 
BtoUmeot,  Mr.  Gladstone;  abort  debate 
tlioreon,  1518 


MiUkoy  Operatiom 

Report  on  Vie  BornbardmetU  of  AUmmudria 
Q,aestion,  Sir  Heorr  TjXm ;  Answer,  Tte 
Marqness  of  Harttngton  AugJS,  1741 

TA«  ^rmy  of  Oeeupation—Ramitk  Bamekt^ 
Question,  Mr.  A.  Ross ;  Answor,  Tbo  Mar- 
eoess  of  Hartingtoo  Ava  I,  1888;— Jbw. 
hrmimSM,  Qaostioa^  Mr.  Ashmoad-Bart- 
lett;  Answers,  The  BUrq ooM  <^  Hnrtiiwtea 
Ju/y  39,  866 

th»  Rojfai  3Cftrine»,  QaeeUmi,  Lord  Rondirfph 
Chorobill;  Answer,  Mr.  CftmpbeU-Banaar- 
man  Auff  4,  1570 

Re.orgamgatioH  —  AuUmauut  Jwsh'fMfion^ 
QnestioDfl.  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answen^ 
Lord  Edmond  FItsmanrioe  July  81, 1164 
Mr.  Ctifvrd  LUyd—lU  PotUt  Law.  Qees- 
tion,  Mr.  Healf ;  Answer,  Lord  Kdwfil 
Fitsmaurioe  July  38,  647 

AdminittratioH  of  Juittee — Hie  Mudir  ffutmrn 
Watif,  Question,  Mr.  LalwDofaero  ;  Answv, 
Lord  Edmond  Fitsmaorioe  Jubf  81,  118L 

Armed  Steamen  on  tha  MU,  QnoMion,  Hr. 
Ooarlejr ;  Answer,  Mr.  GamplMU-BaiUMnBaB 
Aug  4,  1581 

CoUeeiion  of  T<ute$—Vtt  of  Torture,  Qoos- 
tion,  Mr.  Labooohere ;  Answer,  Lord  Ed- 
mond Fitsmaorioe  July  34,  331 

iWencs  of  Egypt— &Bpeiitet-~Si^plemmdary 
EiHmats,  Qoeetion,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot  ;  An- 
swer, The  Marqness  of  Hartinrton  Jiiht  38, 
501 

Finanet,  fe<—Arreart  of  Timei,  QoestioB, 

Hr.  M'Coan ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  FiJiE* 

manrioe  Juljf  38,  655 
Mr.  Biuni^  ifaesUon,  Hr.  Justin  MKinrt^: 

Aniwor,  Lord  Edmond  Fitsmnoiieo  .^y  3L 

657 

Policy  of  Ber  Meaett/w  Oovermnent,  Qmo- 
tions.  Sir  Staflbrd  Nortbooto ;  Answers,  Hr. 
Gladstone  Aug  4,  1583 

Slavery — TKe  Conventicn  of  1877,  Qneetion, 
Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  Lord  Ed- 
mond Fitsmaurioe  Aug  4,  1579 

The  Prut  Law,  Question,  Mr.  Healy  ;  An- 
swor, Lord  Bdmond  Fitsmaurioe  ^tw  4, 1857 
[See  tielo  Omm  Gmm(| 

EleotioB8  (Honrs  of  Foil}  Bill 

{The  Earl  ^Ximhmleif) 
I.  Read  S>  •  July  33  (No.  119) 

Royal  Assent  July  38  [47  *     FmI.  e.  84] 

Ellenbobough,  Lord 

Proseeation  of  Offsooes,  3R.  1781 
Representation  of  tho  Peo^O  Bill  and  BotUo- 

tribotion,  1730 
Sheriff  Court  Houses  (Sootland),  3R.  4 

Question,  Sir  Ilenry  TylerrAnswer  flm  Ibr- 
qoess  of  Um^mt«ftt4MP^[^ 


EMP  FIE 


QuMdon,  Mr.    Maefarlane;    Aoiww,  Sir 
Willtsm  Hareourt  July  2i,  S19 


(SESSION   1  864  ]        VST  VXM 
S91. 

FitzGbrald,  Lord 

Cholera  HosplUIs  (Iraland),  Comm.  IHi 
Inlanta,  3R.  IffffO,  IMS 
Poor  Uv  GnardUu(lreUad},  3B.  390 


Ebkihoioh,  Ur.  G.,  Lo%gfwd  Co. 
AottraliMi  Colonies  (New  Sooth  Walei)— Im- 
portetioD  of  Fnodh  RooidiTuU  from  tfon> 
, 831. 1807 


Expiring  lawB  ContiiiTiaiLce  Bill 

(Mr.  Htrbert  Qladitotu,  Mr.  Oimrtruy) 
c.  Ordered  ;  read       Jvly  34         [Bill  306] 

Read  3*,  after  abort  debate  7uly  38,  835 
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the  Letter  Carrier,  Neveaatlo,  Qo.  Down, 

496 

Pablio  Health— Mollingar  OoardiaM,  1171 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salariei,  SR.  803 
Nary  Estimatee  — Hiseellaneoas  Serrieeo,  788, 

786,  787,  788 
Post  OfBoe — Sorters  and  Letter  Oamiero— 

Parcel  Port,  1173 
Snpply— Criminal  Proaeeutions,  dto.  in  Irdaod, 
916,  936, 941,  943,  988,  963,  989,  968, 
973.977 

General  Valaatim.  Ao.  in  Ireland,  Sli, 

318,  319,  333 
Local  Government  Board,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 

101, 108 

Polioe  in  Counties  and  Boroogba  In  Eng* 

land  and  Wales,  Ao.  439 
Prisons,  England.  484 ;  Hotlott  Ibr  xepoit- 

ing  Progress,  435 
Prisons,  Scotland,  889,  688 
Pablio  Works  In  Ireland,  173,  177,  188, 

188 

Refbmiatory  and  lodostoial  Sohools,  Great 

Britoin,  840. 841 
Registrar  GeMtaPs  Oflee^  Ireland.  Ut, 

906,  908.  S66,  370 

Habbowbt,  Earl  of 

Smoke  Naiiaaoe  Abatement  (MistropoUs),  SR. 
1186 

Trade  and  Commerce — Commercial  Agcoe* 
meiita  with  Foreign  Coantriei^  1146 

Habukotoit,  Hiffht  Hon.  Ifarguesa  of 
(SeoretaiT  of  State  for  War),  Lm- 
9a*hir0f  M.B. 
Army — Qoestioos 

AoxiUarr  FweM— Milj 
Militia      -     "-^  ^ 


HAB  HAT 
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HumnTov,  Right  1^.  Mar(tieH  of—eoirt. 

DIrMt  Comniniou  tn  tlw  RovrI  Artillery, 
1181 

Gmrison  of  Dublin,  1194 
Loss  of  Life  ia  Egjpt,  389 
Married  Soldiers*  Qaartera  at  Woolwloli, 
384 

llilitaiT  BftrnioltB  at  Longford— Retideneo 

for  the  Medical  Offloer.  823 
Military  Pensioners— Competition  for  tlio 

Clril  Serrioe,  858 
Ordnance  Departmeot — Gdoiwl  BfonorleVi 

Gun  OarHage,  810 
PorohaM  OflBoera — Oompnlaorr  Retirement, 

1880 

Voluntary  Retirement,  496 
Armj  Eatimatee — ObelsM  and  KUmMobam 
Hospitals,  754 
MisoeUaneona  Kffeetire  Swrlees,  686.  TOO 

Out-Pensions,  762 

Rfltiffld  Allowances,  Ac,  to  Offloers  of 
Militia,  leomanr/,  and  Volunteer  Forces. 
763 

Retired  Pay,  Ao.  749,  752 
Rewards  for  DistiDgaisIied  Services,  744, 
74« 

War  OfBce,  780.  787 
Defenoea  of  tlw  Empire— Coaling  SUtions, 

*o.  1740 
^gyp^ — Quest  ions 

Armjp  of  Oooupation — Ramleh  Barrael^s, 

1368 ;— Re-inforeementa,  887 
Oonferenoe.  Ministerial  Statement,  1782 
Defonoa  of  Egypt — Eipenses — Sopplemen. 

tary  Estimate,  BOX 
Events  in  tlie  Sondan — Expedition  for  tlie 
Relief  of   General    Gordon — Vote  of 
Credit,  820 Railway  al  SualLin,  1365 
Military  Operations— Report  on  the  Bom- 
bardment of  Alexandria,  1741 
Law  and   Police  (Metropolis)— Tlw  Reform 

Demonstration,  310.  498 
Supply— National  Gallery,  1427 

Relief  of  Oenoml  Oorilon — Vote  of  Oredit, 
1786 

HAsmros,  Mr.  Q.  W.,  WormM-thw,  £. 
Snppty- Land  Regletry,  889,  S9S 

Refitrmatory  and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ire- 
land, 1421 

Supreme  Court  of  Jndioature  Amendment, 
Comm.add.  ei.  1431,  1435 

Hat,  Admiral  Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.  0.  D., 
Wigtown,  Sfc. 
Army— Porchase  OlBoera — Compulsory  Retire- 
msnt,  1860 

Army  Batlmatea- Misoeilaaeous  Effeotire  Ser- 
Tloes,  090,  601 
Rewards  for  IHatlnguished  SerTioet,  743, 
744,  745 

Burgh  Police  and  Uealtb  (Scotland)  JOomm.  995 
Navy— Naval  Disoipline  Act— Clause  58, 1738, 
1780 

Naval  OpersUons  Id  the  Soudan— Eitra 
P»y.6»0 

Navy  Estimates— Uartlal  Iaw,  760, 778, 780, 
781 

Sapply— Criminal  ProseontioDs,  Ac.  fn  Ireland, 
Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  071,  072 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Oredit, 
1783 
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Hatteb,  Colonel  Sir  A.  D.  (Finandal 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office),  Bath 
Army  Pay  Department— Quartermasters,  1068; 
— Promotion,  1888 
Auiiliary  Pontes— Militia  Quartennaiten 
—Retired  Pay,  1358 
Army  Estimates- Miscellaneous  Effsetive'Ser- 
vices,  734,  725.  726 
Out.Pensions,  758,  781,  782 
War  Offloe,  738 
MlUtary  Pensions  and  Teomanrj  Pay,  Leave, 
198 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.,  Monayhan 
Egypt — Questions 

Mudir  IluBseio  Wasir,'ll82 
Press  Law,  1557 

Re-org»niiation— The  Police  Law,  6<7 
Expiring  Laws  Continuanee,  SR.  835 
Infants,  Comm.  cl.  3,  195,  196  ;  cl.  8,  602  ; 

add.  el.  807,  808,  609  ;  Consid.  add.  el.  1021 
Ireland — Questions 

Arrears  of  Rent  Act— Colonel  Digby,  J.P., 
824 

Attorneys  and  Solieltora  Aot,  1866— Mr. 
^Robert  D.  O'Brien,  635 
Crime  and  Outrage — Maiming  Ilorses  — 

Carrickmaoross  Presentment  Session  s, 

1157 
Eduoation,  408 

Emigration— Toke  Emigration  Fund,  888' 
859 

Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours — Teelin  Pier, 

Co.  Donegal,  1154,  1155 
Irish    Land    Commission  (Sub-Commis- 

Bioners^— Mr.  J.  M.  Weir,  304  ;- Sub- 

Commisaion  (No.8>— Lay  Commissioners 

at  Monashan,  858 
Ijtw  and  Police — Arrest  of  Mr.  Cbanee. 

661,  802,  863.  804,  1182,  1183 
Magistracy  —  Mr.    Clifford    Lloyd.    1 187, 

1570  ;— Mr.  John  M'Mahon,  of  Ballybay* 

Co.  Monaghan,  1748 
Money  Returned  through  the  Post,  405 
National   Schoel,   Belfast  —  Use  of  the 

Sohool-Room  for  Party  Parposes,  1788 
Poor  Law— Ely  Dispensary,  Derrygonnellf 

—  Use  of  Building  for  Party  Purposes, 

630,    1555 ;  —  Election   of  Guardians, 

Carmeen  Division,  Cootehill  Union,  300, 

SOI,   1744 ;— Inquiry  nt  Cootehill,  Co., 

Tyrone,  855,  856 
Queen's  College,  Galway — Mr.  Charles, 

Geisaler,  Professor  of  Modem  Languages, 

1850,  1851 

Registration   of  Voters— New  Revision 

Court,  Mooaghan,  1563 
Rojal  Irish  Constabulary — Head  Constable 

Irwin,  1741,  1742;— Secret  Soeietiei— 

Number  of  Freemasons,  1356 
Royal  University  —  Snstenution  Fund, 

1163 

Towns   Improveawnt  Act  —  Fines  for 

Drunkenness,  312 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — QoestionS 
CroNsmaglen  Prisoners,  1743,  1744 
Dublin  Scandals,  660     Hr.  Boyle,  J. P. 

1352,  1303 
Magherafialt  Prisoners,  638 
Mr.  George  Bolton,  ■^rpjfpkr^t^l^^Qgl^ 


Tnbberoarry  Prisoner 
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EuLT,  Mr.  T.  U.— CMif. 

Inland— NMIODsl  Sohool  TMober^  Bm.  18B4, 
1403 

Italy— Confiamtion  of  Uie  Propaganda  Pro* 

BMtr,  1188 

HaKiitratM  (IreUnd)  Salaries.  3R.  791. 

793,  794,  830.  837,  838,  83S 
NaT7  EatimatM— Martial  Uw.  Ao.  781,  783 
HiwellaiMow  Sarriaei,  fSS,  788.  784,  788, 
788,  787 

PariiameDt— Pnblio  Bnainm— Iriih  BUli  in 
tba  HooM  of  Lorda,  885 

Sapply— BiuineM  of  the  Ilonw,  1531 
Fariiamftot — BauntM  of  the  EIoom — Oommit- 

t«e  of  SnppU— Suoding  Order  lS5n,  Rei. 

1871,  1373 

PaUio  Worka  Loans,  Coram.  480,  481,  483, 

4B5  ;  el.  3,  487 
Sapply — Commiuionera  of  National  Ednoa- 
tion  in  Ireland,  1707,  1843,  1846 
Oommitiionera  of  Police,  Ae.  of  Dahlia, 
1308  ;  Amendt.  1309,  1315,  181S,  1317, 
1S18,  1333 

Conatabolarj  Foroe  in  Ireland,  1491,  1495, 

1499,  1501.  1503,  1503.  1518 
Conntj  Court  Offloera,  ^.  Ireland,  1413 
Coart  of  Bankniptor,  Ireland,  1218,  1330 
Criminal  Proaeeatiooa,  die.  in  Ireland,  013, 
1301 

Dandnim  Oriminal  Lnnatto  Aijlnm,  Ire- 
land, 580 

Embaaaiea  and  Miuiona  Abroad,  1653, 

1655,  1601,  1602.  1064 
General  Prisoni  Board  in  Ireland,  4«.  Ifo- 

tlon  for  reporting  Progreaa,  564 
General  Valnation,  Ao.  of  Ireland,  340, 

345,  346,  251,  358,  354,  257  ,  360,  365  ; 

Amendt.  208,  27).  273 
Hoapitala  and  Inflrmariet,  Ireland,  1887 
Iriah  Land  CommiMion,  1341,  1343,  1351. 

1359 

Looal  Goramment  Board,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 
lOT 

UiaoellaneosB  Charitable  and  other  Allow- 
anoea  in  IreUnd,  Amendt.  1888,  1890 

National  Gallerr  of  IreUnd,  1710 

National  Sobool  Teaohera'  Superannuation 
Office,  UnbliD.  1709 

Police  ia  CosntlM  and  Biuvogha  in  Eng- 
land and  Walea,  Ae.  431 

PHaoni,  IreUnd,  UU 

Publio  Worka  in  Irelud,  187 

Refermatory  and  Indnatrial  Selwola  in  Ire- 
Und, 564,  585 

Regiatration  of  Daeda  in  Irdaod,  878,  878, 
881,  1338 

Beport.  1710 

Soienea  and  Art  Department,  Jko.  586 
SnparannnatiOD  and  Retired  Allowanoee  to 
Paraona  fbnnerlf  Employed  in  the  Public 
Service,  Ac.  1873.1876;  Amendt.  1877, 
1883,  1885,  1886 

triiter  Canal  and  Tyrone  NarigatiMi,  Comm. 
343 

Ulater  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  [Coat  of 
Bepairal  Conn.  596 

HnrDBBaov,  ICr.  F.,  J)tauh$ 

Bnrgh  PoUoo  and  Hoallh  (SootUnd),  Comm. 
698  ' 


HZHHXXXB,  Xiord 
Private  Klb  (B^iraya)— New  StandiBg  Or- 
der, Rea.  8, 10, 17 

HxNBT,  Ur.  H.,  GmUeaff 

Parliament— Palace  of  Weatniaater — Wcot- 

minater  Uall,  1578 
Supply— Embaaaiea  and  HiaaionB  Abroad,  166^ 
1614, 1615. 1016 

Hebsghkex.  Sir  F.  (w  Soiioitor  Gto- 
RAL,  The) 

HiBBSKT,  Mr.  J.  T.  (TJader  SecreUi;  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department), 
Oldham 
Criminal  Lnnatica,  Conaid.  1837 
Coatoroa— Importation,  Hanafaotare,  and  Sale 
of  Oleomargarine  and  other  Batter  Sahoti- 
tatea,  493 

Parliamentary  Elections — Nev  Regiater.  1750 
Summary  Jurisdiction  '{Repeal,  Ac-},  Lords 

Amendts.  Consid.  1013 
Supply— Broadmoor  Criminal  Lanatio  A«ylna, 
543 

Prisons,  England,  435 
PrisooR,  Scotland,  582 
Keformatory  and  Indaatrial  Sohoola,  Gnat 
Britain.  539,540, 541 

High  Court  of  Jnitico  (FroTineial  Sit- 
tings) Bill  (Jfr.  tniOtr,  Mr.  Jseti 
Sright,  Xr.  Munti,  3fr.  Lewit  Frp,  hiH 
Claud  SamiUon,  Mr.  Skfff,  Mr.  8mmd 
Smith,  Mr,  Anmtage,  Mr.  Agntw) 

c.  Bin  Tithdrawn*  /uiy  80  [Bill  131] 

Hill,  Lord  A.  "W.,  Lotoruhirt 
Ireland — Crime  and  Oatnme — OrangooMa  and 
Roman  OatboUes— Firing  into  a  Train, 
659 

Orange  Proeeaaiwta— l»th  of  July  Celekta- 
tiona — Orange  Areh  at  Gleuno,  4M, 
854 

Savinga  Banlu  Acta  Amendmeot,  499 
HoLuim,  Sir  H.  T.,  MUhwrtt 

Africa  (Sonth) — Beohaanaland,  938 

Africa  (Sonth-West  Coast)— Aogn  Pe^oeaa, 

851 

Army  Estimatea— War  Office,  741 

Lunacy  Laws  of  Foreign  Coontriea,  1105,  1116 

Merchant  Shipping-"  Consolation,"  The.  1168 

Snpply— General  Valoation,  *o.  of  IrvUad, 

356,  259 
Land  Regutry,  387 

Orange  River  Territory,  Ac  1050,  lOSt, 

1088,  109S,  1133 
Fablie  Proeeeator'a  Office  375 
SoproBW  Oonrt  of  Judieatare,  Oil 

HoLUS,  Mr.  J.  (Farliamentazy  Seoretaij 
to  the  Board  of  Trade),  Htiekn^g 
Pariiament-gtanHsft,  Qr«@em»di 
1846;  Ammdi  1849, 1880  O 
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HopwooD,  Mr.  0.  H.,  Stockport 

Aimj  EitifiuhHi — MisMlIaoeoaa  EfFaotird  Seiv 

vices.  679,  694 
Bargh  Polioe  and  Health  (Scotland),  Comm. 

Amendt.  981 
InfsDts,  Consid.  add.  d,  1033 
fnUIe  HMllh— Vftcoination.  808 Alleged 

Death  from,  6$i ;— Dembnrr  Oaardiana, 

MA,  867 

YMMioation  Act,  1867 — Ertthui  Board  of 

Goardiaoa,  40 
Tattoination  Acts— Case  of  the  Ro?.  W.  Kea/, 

Great  Tarmouth,  13M 

HouoHTour,  Lord 
E^pt  —  Conforeooe,  HiaiitwUl  Sutmnsnt, 
1518 

SuU,  Bamtlsij,  and  West  Ridinq  Junction 

Railioay  and  Dock  (  Money)  Bill 
e.  Moved,    "Xhnt,   in   the  oaso  of  the  Hull, 
Barnalej,  and  West  Riding  Junction  RaiU 
and  Dock  (Mone7)Bill,Stauding  Orders 
84,  207.  214,  315,  and  289  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  tnken  into  MO- 
sideration,  providod  amended  prints  shall 
hare  been  previously  deposited  "  {^Colonel 
Gerard  SmU/i)  July  S'i,  1027;  after  debate, 
Questionput ;  A.82,  N.31  ;  M.61(D.  L.196) 
Bill  considered ;  SUnding  Orders  207,  223, 
and  943  nispeoded ;  Bill  read  3* 

Ilunowohth,  Mr.  A.,  Bradford 

Bnrgb  Police  and  Ilealtb  (Scotland),  Comm. 
1010 

Infants,  Comm.  el.  3, 196 
.  Inland  Revenue — Carriage  Tax,  Rei.  030 
Suppl;— Criminal  Prosecutiona,      In  Ireland, 

905 

Local  Government  Bowrd,  Ao.  in  Irsland, 
146 

Lord  Advocate's  Department,  ibc.  Connected 
with  Criminal  ProoaediDgs  in  Scotland, 
554 

Relief  of  General  Gordon -Vote  of  Credit, 
1798 

Teaobers'  Pension  Oflloe,  Irelaod,  1870 

Inob,  Hr.  H.  B.,  Batting* 

Infaots,  Comm.  eU  3,  Amendt.  192  i  ^  3, 
Amendt.  193,  59S,  599  ;  add.  d.  608 ;  Con- 
iiiA.add.  cl.  1019,  1033 


iNOHiQuiy,  Lord 

Tramways  ( Ireland)  Provisional  Order,  Comm. 
Amende.  381 

Xhdebwjck,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Byg 
.  Manioipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  PiM- 
tiees),  Consid.  et,  SO,  Amendt.  460 
Pnblie  Worita  Loans,  Comm.  482 

IlTDIA  (QiiMtion*) 
Madnu 

Director  of  Publie  Inttruclum,  (^estion,  Mr. 
Gibson  ;  Ansver,  Mr.  J.  K.  Orosi  Juiy  38, 
.  630 

leant. 


hmu^Madna—oMa. 

Ftoggi»g-~Ca§o  of  Hariappen,  QueitioD,  Mr. 
Biggar :  Answer,  Mr.  J.  E.  Cross  Aug  5, 

1751 

I'orest  Legitlation  —  Ad  5.  1882 — Question, 
Mr.  Biggar;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Croaa 
Jttlym.  1151 

Pei-tonal  Sta/fof  the  OoMrnor—Pottal  FaeilU 
liet,  l^uestion,  Mr.  Justin  M'Cartbj ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  Aug  I,  ISSO 

Settlement  of  Tiueation,  Question,  Mr.  Joatin 
M'Cirthy  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross /ulv  93, 
657 

Tho  Land  ^wttion  in  Malabar,  Question,  Mr. 
Biggar;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K,  Croaa  July  31, 
1151 

ThePott  Oigice,  Qoeslion,  Mr.  Justin  M'Oarthy; 
Answer,  Mr.  J.  I£.  Cross  July  28,  057 

Finance,  ^e.—  The  Salt  Tax,  Question,  Mr. 

Justin  M'Carthj ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Crosa 

/u/y  34,336 
Rtilw^t — Tha  Bajpo^lana  Raitmty,  Qne»> 

tion.  Sir  George  Campl>ell ;  Answer,  Mr. 

J.  K.  Cross /tf/y  31,  1159 
Rmenifo  Settlement  Departments  Native  Ap- 

pointtnenlet  Question,  Mr.  Tborold  Rogers ; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Orosa  Jttty  81. 1180 


Indian  Harine  Bill  l^  t-l 

0.  CommittM*  i  Report  July  39      [Bill  301] 
Readd>*/ttry3i 

t.  Royal  Assent  July  38  [47  A  43  Viet.  c.  38] 

Infants  Bill 

{ifr.  Bryee,  Mr.  Davetjt  Mr.  Senderton) 

e.  Committee— a.p.  Jutu  22,  191       [Bill  14] 
Committee  ;  Report  July  35,  698 
Considered  July  29,  1014  [Bill  303] 

Considered ;    read    3",   after  short  debate 
Jut^Sl.  1328 

1.  Re»dl''*(L.FilzQeratd)  Auj  1  (No.  337) 
Order  fbr2R.  dlsobarged,  aftor  short  debate 

Any  i,  1550 


IiffiUND         ( Queitiotui) 

Attorneyt  and  Soliciton  {Ireland)  Act,  1866  — 
Mr.  Robert  D.  O'Brien,  Questions,  Mr. 
Healy ;  Answers,  'I'he  Solioitor  GenenU  for 
Ireland  July  28,  685 

Fishery  hawt — Clerk  and  Inspector  of  Salmon 
Fiaheriei,  BallyiKannon,  Question,  Mr.  Sex- 
ton; Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  July  34,  306 

Orand  Jury  Acts — County  Cess — Mr.  Dowliny, 
Cappawhite,  Question,  Mr.  Majne ;  Answer. 
Mr.  Treveljan  July  38,  040 
Collection  of  County  Cess,  Co.  Kerry,  Ques- 
tion, .Mr.  Uarringtoo  ;  Answer,  Mr.  TreveU 
yun  July  38,  643 

Inland  Revenue  OfiM,  Did>liii--~SalarieSt  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor;  Answer,  Mr. 
Courtney  Juh  28,  640 

Labourers  {Ireland)  Act,  \8SS~B(diymena 
Board  of  Ouardians,  Questions,  Mr.  Sex- 
ton ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan  /ufy  34,  810 

Mantt/aeturet  and  Industries— A  Boynt  Cinn- 
«nt«f»0n,  Question,  Sir  EardWy^Xi^V^tir? 
Answer,  Mr.  Gladatodi^ii^^.HSPP^'^ 

3  B  2  -  (tant. 
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Ja>buv— eoak. 

Mmtj/  Returned  through  the  Po$t,  Qocftlon, 
Mr.  n»al7;  Anivar,  Mr.  Tr«T»l7«n  26, 
490 

Onm^  PrMttiont—The  13*A  of  Jvly  Cele- 
bratimt— Orange  Areh  ai  OUitann,  Qum- 
ttoB.  Lord  Arthur  HiU ;  Aniw«r,  Mr.  Tre- 
Telran  Juip  26,  494 ;  Qnntioiii.  Lord  Arthur 
HiU,  Mr.  S«ztoii ;  Annrert,  Hr.  Trarel/ui 
July  39, 864 

Se^atratiem  of  Votert—New  lUviiion  Court, 
Manaqhan,  Uaeitlon,  Mr.  llea\j  i  Answer, 
Th«  Solicitor  Gcnerml  for  Ireland  Ar^  i, 
1063 

Sunday  Ctoiing — Arre$tt  for  Drunitnneis,  ^e. 

QatstioD,  Mr.  WartOD  ;  Aniwsr,  The  Solioi- 

tor  Oeneml  for  Ireland  Aug  i,  1666 

Milium  o/  Setenee  and  Art,  Dublin, 

QoMtiooi,  Mr.  DawMW,  Mr.  Qraj ;  Aniwm, 

Mr.  CoartiW7  July  34,  S30  ;  QoMtiui,  Mr. 

Maario*  Brooks ;  Ansvor,  Mr.  Oonrtnef 

July  91, 1181 
Tht  Roffol  Colkge  of  Sdanes  of  Dublin,  Qaea- 

tiona,  Mr.  DawMo  ;  Anawera,  Mr.  Mundella 

Aug  1.  1360 
VitU  of  t&«  Lord  LteiOmant  P^.Belfatt— Dis- 
play of  Flags,  <tiiMtion,  Mr.  Bereaford  ; 

Aoawer,  The  SoUoitor  General  for  Ireland 

Aug  i,  1666 
Thorns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Aet — Fines  for 

Druuiennest,  Question,  Mr.  Ileal; ;  Aaawer, 

Mr.  Treveljan  July  24,  812 

TTte  Ennii  Toum  Commiuimers,  Question, 

Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General 

for  Ireland  July  28.  666 
Uuim  Bating,  Qoeation,  Colonel  Colllmrst ; 

ABBwer,  Mr.  TrcTelyaD  /u/y  24,  88T 

Board  of  Worit  (Ireland) 
Can  ef        IPOigh,  ef  BoUMe^,  Qneetion, 
Mr.  Dwv  ;  Aiuwer,  Mr.  Coortaey  Jtiy  33, 
88 

hduetriai  aehoole  (/reloniO 
timeriek—Surthargest  Qoeetion,  Hr.  Berw- 

ford :  Aoiwer.  Mr.  Trcvclyan  Aug  1. 1864 
Numher  of  Children  eharqeaUe  to  Oorforation 
of  Cork,  Queetton,  Mr.  Deasy  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Tnvelyan  Jtdy  29,  868 
T^^erary  Grand  Jury,  SotOk  Xiding,  Ques- 
tions, Colonel  Collhunt ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tre- 
Telxao  Jidy  34,  309 ;  July  29, 867 

LomU  Owmmtnt  Board  {IrtHamO 
Mr.  J.  D.  EUioa,  Rate  Collector  for  the  Black- 
reek   Township  Commissioners,  Question, 
Mr.  Sexton ;  Aofwer,  Mr.  Trorelyan  July  34, 
840 

Neaionat  Eduoatten  {Irekmd) 
Case  of  Mrs.  Credit— Sligo  Uodet  Steele, 

Qflcatlons,  Mr.  Warton,  Mr.  Ilardngton ; 

Answers,  Mr.  TrevelyAn  July  31,  1168 
Legislation,  Questions,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Healj  ; 

Answers,  Mr.  Treve^/an  Juty  26,  497 
national  Seheol,  Bslfas^Xfse  of  8<thool-room 

for  Party  Purposes,  Qoestion,  Mr.  Heal;  ; 

Anawer,  The  Solkftor  General  for  Ireland 

Aug  S,  1788 
National  School,  Stewardstown—  Use  of  Sohoel' 

fvem  for  Party  Furposee,  Qiiettwn,  Mr. 

Bcrcaford  i  Answer.  The  Sollaitor  OwMral 

for  IrvUnd  Aug  i,  1009 

Comt. 


Intun— oMif. 
Poor  Law  {Ireland) 
Cotleetor  of  Poor  Bates,  BaOikeate  Uitiem,  Cs. 

Limeriak,  Qneition,  Mr.  John  R«dnw«d; 

Aniwvr,  Mr.  Tretelyan  Jf^  tt,  867 
Dr.   Colaghan.  Mtdieal  Ailandamt.  ITemei^ 

Union  Dispeneary,  Qaeetioa,  Ur.  laalbj; 

Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  July  24,  399 
Ely  Dispensary,  DerrygomteSy—  Use  of  BuOd- 

ing  for  Party  Pwpoiet,  Question,  Mr. 

Healj  :  Answer,  Mr.  TreTel7an*'/i(^  38, 

630 ;  Question,  Mr.  Ileatr ;  Aaawer.  The 

Solicitor  General  Tor  Ireland  Aug  4, 1606 
Mr.  R.  Moore,  Clerk  of  Innishowtn  Dmtost,  Co. 

Donegal,  Qoeation.  Mr.  Deuj ;  Aawir, 

Mr.  Trorelyan  July  98,  601 

Bteetion  of  Guardians 

BaUinglast  Union.  Qoeation,  Hr.  M'Goas  ; 
Anawer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
Auo  4,  1666 

Baitdon  Union,  Qneatios,  Mr.  Deaajr ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Trevelyan  July  38.  659 

CWZow  Union,  Questions.  Mr.  Grajr,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor:  Answers,  Hr.  Trevelymn 
JulySl,  1169 

Cmrmeen  Dirition,  CootehiU  Union,  Co,  7\from* 
—  The  Irvjuiry,  Questions,  Mr.  ITealy  :  An- 
swers,  Mr.  Trevelyan  Jidv  34,  300  ;  July  39, 
866:  — Jfr.  Vau^um  Mmttgomary,  J.P^ 
Question,  Mr.  Ilealj ;  Answer,  Tbe  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  Aug  6, 1744 

Fdenderry  Union.  Kitl^i  County,  Qaeatioe^ 
Mr.  Arthnr  O'Connor;  Antwere,  Mr.  Tre- 
▼elran,  The  Solieitor  Oeneml  for  Xrdand 
July  34.  301 

Nevom  Vnbm—Blogal  Aelio»  of  Retamimg 
Offieer^  Obiervatlom.  Hr.  Small ;  Reply.  Mx. 
Trarclna ;  ifaort  itbate  tbmon  JiOm 
836 

Poet  Ofiee  {Ireland) 
The  General  Post  C^/oe,  DtU>Hn 
Female  Superviiore,  Question.  Colonel  King^ 
Harman  ;  Anawor,  Ur.  FawoeU  /hIv  39. 668 
Substitution  of  Gas  for  Steam  EngineSt  Queo- 
lion,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Faweett 
July  23,  84 

The  Staff  of  the  Seeretarjfs  Ofiee.  Qoeation, 
Colonel  Kinf-Harmw ;  Anmnr,  Mr.Kftweatt 

July  34,  803 

Day  Mail  to  Oork,  Qneetion,  Mr.  Learn/ ;  An- 
BW«r,  Mr.  Faweett  July  34,  326 

The  Mail  Bmiiee  between  Dublin  and  Cork, 
Questions,  Mr.  Leamy,  Ur.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor, Mr.  Moore:  Anawers,  Hr.  Faweett 
July  96.  600;  Questions,  Mr.  Loamy;  As- 
iwer*.  Mr.  Faweett  July  81,  U71 

ne  Galway  Mails,  (^estlons,  Hr.  T.  P. 
O'Counor,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Antwers,  Ur.  Tre- 
▼elyao  July  81, 1177 

The  Mails  in  Cavan,  Qneation,  Hr.  Bi^ar  ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Fawoett  July  24,  386 

The  Clonmet  Mails,  Qaettiosa.  Hr.  Moere ; 
Anawera,  Ur.  FawoeU  July  34,  819 

DeSvsry  of  Letters  at  DMey^OolJfaiBn, 
Qnmtfons,  Colonel  Kiog-Hannai^  Uiwiwy, 
Ur.  Fawoett  ^34,  Hi 
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Ibburd — Ofiet — COM. 

Ditpiay  of  Party  EnMemt  bjf  the  Letter 
Carrier  at  NeviecMle,  County  Down,  (^uei- 
tion,  Mr.  llRiTington  ;  Anawer,  Mr.  F&weett 
/wfy  25,  498 

The  letter  Carrier  between- BallyeotmeU  and 

DerrvUm,  (^oMtioBs,  Mr.  Bifgkr ;  Auwen, 

Mr.  F&w««tt  Jtdy  24,  837 
The  Portvnina  Letter  Carrier,  Qaestion,  Mr. 

T.  P.  O'Connor;   Adbww,  Mr.  Fawoett 

July&\,  1178 

PvAlie  Health  {Ireland) 
HvUinyar  Ouardians,  Qa«stion,   Mr.  Har- 
rington;  AoBwer,  Mr.  TrflTelran  Jxtty  31, 
1173 

7%e  froteitoMl  EpieeoptU  Qraveyard  of  Dto- 
more,  QomUon,  Mr.  Gnjr ;  Adiww,  Mr. 

K»ai»emABridge${Iraemd) 

Drvmherif  Sridge,  Co.  of  Leibrim  and  Roe- 
common,  Qaeition,  Colonel  O'Belrno;  An- 
iwer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  July  28,  648  ;  Quet- 
tion.  Colonel  O'Beirne ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  Aug  A,  1743 

PVMtfy  Pi*r$  tmd  Betrhottre  {Irekmd) 
Au^rii   Pier,   Co.  SUgo,   Qaettton,  Mr. 

Sexton  ;  Answer.  Mr.  Conrtney  July  33,  32 
Teetin  iW,  Co.  Donegal,  dneetions,  Mr. 

Healjp ;  AnBwsri,  Mr.  Coartnej  July  81, 

1154 

Iviand  NttvigoHon  and  Drainage  (/t«ton4) 
Drainage  of  the  River  Barrow,  Qneition,  Mr. 

Arthnr  O'Connor  1  Answer,  Mr.  Oourtnej 

Aug  4,  1557 
The  River  Shamon,  Quettion,  Mr.  T.  A. 

Diakm;  Answer,      Coartiwj  Amg  1, 1863 

Low  md  JiuHee  (Mand) 

Mr.  George  BtMon,  a  Bankrupt,  <lnestion,  Mr. 
Beal;  ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  Aug  4,  1575 

The  Arreet  of  Mr.  Chance,  Qaestlons,  Mr. 
Healj,  Mr.  Graj  ;  Answers,  Mr.  TreTolyan 
July  39,  861 ;  QaestloD,  Mr.  Uealj ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  TrerelTsn  /u^  31, 1183 

Dying  Deetarattom—Caae  of  the  Brothfrt 
Delahunty,  Question,  Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Trerelyan  Aug  1,  1353 

Caie  of  John  Donoghue,  a  lAtnatie,  Qoeetions, 
Mr.  Harrington;  Antwsn,  Mr.  TreTeljnn 
July  23,  88 

Daniel  Mahony,  QnesUoo,  Mr.  Deasj ;  An- 
swer, The  Sotloitor  General  for  Ireland, 
Aug  4, 1670 

P^y  Seeeione  CouH  at  CaetlewelkM,  Co. 
Down,  Question.  Mr.  Gray;  Antwar,  Mr. 
Trereljan  July  28,  646 
Otin  Petty  Seeeione -^Cate  of  Daniel  APCey, 
Qnestion.  Mr.  Synan  ;  Answer,  Th*  Solioitor 
Genend  for  Ireland  Aug  4, 1658 

The  TubbereHrry  Ptieonere,  Obesrrations,  Mr. 
S«l«n;  R«|ri7,  The  Solioitor  Qeoeral  for 
Ireland  ;  short  debate  thereon  July  36,  639 

ne  Ma^erafelt  Pritoiiertt  Quoetion,  Mr. 
ilHl/  i  Auww,  Mr.  Tnnlran  /vly  S8,  635 


lMMUxo-~Law  emd  Juelie0~~eoHt. 

The  Croiimaglen  Priionere,  QoeiUoaS,  Mr. 
Heal;  ;  Answers,  The  Solioitor  General  for 
Ireland  Aug  5,  1743 

The  Dublin  Candida— SuperintendetU  Motion, 
Question,  Mr.  Eealj ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevel- 
7an  July  38.  659  i—Mr.  Bo^,J.P.,  QuM- 
tioQi,  Mr.  Heal/ ;  Answers,  Mr.  TrenlTaa 
Aug  1,  1362 

Tyrone  Auleet—"  Queen  v.  Btatty,"  Qoestioo, 
Colonel  King-Harman  ;  Answer,  The  Solic- 
tor General  for  Ireland  Av^  ^ 

The  Magittraoy  (Ireland^ 

Co.  Watcrford,  Questions,  Mr.  Leamy ;  An- 
swers. Mr.  Trereljan  July  31, 1 166 

Kildycart  Petty  Settiona,  Co.  Qare.  QuMtion, 
Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  J»fy38, 
646 

The  Kin^t  Co.  and  Co.  Tippemy,  QomUob. 
Mr.  Kenny ;  Answtr,  Mr,  TrsTel/Mi  Avg  1, 

1851 

The  Reo.  J.  B.  Frith,  Qnestions,  Mr.  SextMi, 
Mr.  Gibson,  Viseoant  Orieblon ;  Aaiwen, 
Mr.  Trerelyan,  The  Solioitor  General  for 
IreUnd  July  33,  36 

JEnnU  Quarter  Seinoni~Mr.  C.  Kelly,  Q.C, 
Chairman,  Questions,  Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answers, 
Mr.  Trevelyan  July  38,  633  ;  Aug\,  1863 

Mr.  CHford  Uoyd,  Qvestion,  Mr  Small; 
Answer,  Ur.  Trerelyan  July  16  617 ;  Quea- 
tiott.  Mr.  Uealy ;  Aaswar,  Mr.  GUdatona 
/Hfy81,1187i  QnestioDa.  Mr.  Haidy:  An- 
swers, Mr.  GUdstoue,  Mr.  Cooitiier  A*ig 
1579 

Mr.  John  M'Mahon,  ofBaUyhay,  Co.  Monaghan, 

QuestioD,  Mr.  Oealy  ;  Answer,  The  Soliettor 

General  for  Ireland  Aug  S,  1743 
Mr.  Tipping,  J.P.,  QuestioD,  Mr.  Biggar; 

Answer,  The  SCioitor  General  ht  Ireland 

Aug  5, 1711 

Xaiv  and  Police  (Irelattd) 
County  of  WaUrford,  Qoestion,  Mr.  O'Don- 

nell :  Answer,  Mr.  TrSTelyan  Juiy  38,  660 
The  Arrest  of  Mr.  Chance,  Qoeations,  Mr. 
Uealy,  Mr.  Oraj ;  Anawen,  Mr.  Ttaf elyan 
July  29,  861 

Pritcni  {IreloHd) 
The  late  Qmernor  of  Limeriak  Priton — Supar^ 
annuation.  Question,  Mr.  O'SuUiran  ;  An- 
swer, The  Solicitor  General  for  Irdani 
JulyUftM 

Royid  Irick  Conelabulary 
Number),  QneeUon,  Mr.  PaineU;  Answer 

Mr.  Traralyan  JnW  39, 870 
Swrtft  Sodmea  —  Mmisr  of  P)reemaeon$, 

Questions,  Mr,  Small,  Mr.  Ilealy ;  Answers, 

Mr.  TrSTelyan  Aug  I,  1356 
The  Lieenied  Tradet  of  KUUehoMdra,  Qnof* 

tion,  Mr.  Siggar ;  Aiiawer,  Mr.  Trarelyan 

Jidy  34.  399 

Sergeant  Corbett,  Qoestion,  Mr.  Blggar ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  TrsTslyao  July  31, 1150 
PromottoM  —  8ta  -  Inepeeter  JSwWf  Sai$ 
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Sead  (hntlabh  hnoin,  Qo«8t[oni,  Mr.  Heslj) 
Mr.  William  Redmond  ;  Angwera,  The 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  Auff  5, 1741 

ConitaiU  Bernard  King,  Qucation,  Mr.  JuBtin 
M'Cailhj :  Aniwer,  The  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  Ana  4,  1S73 

Dr.  Madigam,  MedUi^  (J^fieer,  Qoeition,  Mr. 
Sjnmn ;  ADiwer,  Tbe  Solicitor  General  Tor 
Ireland  Aug  4.  IS80 

SiaU  bf  Ireland 

Orangemen  at  Lttbum,  Qneationa,  Mr.  Gray ; 
Anawen,  Mr.  Trerelyan  ^ii^  38,  044 

Crime  mud  Ontragt  ((tfeUmd) 

•  AUaek  on  the  Beiident  Magi»lrate,  Co.  BUgo, 
dneatioDB,  Colonrl  King>Harman,  Mr,  Sex- 
ton ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevel/an  Jvly  21.  331 

>  AUaek  on  the  Sakatim  Army  at  CootehiU,  Co. 

<       Cavan,  Question,  Mr.  Beresford  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Trevel/an  Aug  I,  ISfiS 
Mtiadi^  Horiee — Carriekmaeroia  PreeentmetU 
iSvMWM,  QneMloB,  Mr.  Uaaljr;  Annrer, 
Mr.  Treveljan  JtUy  SI,  1187 

'-  Orangemen  and  Soman  CatkoHee — Firing  into 
a  Train,  (iueation,]  Lord  Arthur  Uill ;  Ad- 
iwer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  JiUy  M,  658 

■  The  Tuie  BmigrtOioH  Fund,  Queatlons,  Mr. 

Ileal/,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor ;  Answers,  Mr. 
TreTeljan  July  28,  Q5S 
State-aided  Jimiffration~Jane  Kenny,  Ques- 
tion,  Mr,  DawsoD  ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor 
General  Tor  Ireland  Aug  4, 1A73 

JMMew  {Ireland) 

Barmy  of  Caetlea,  Co,  Ltneriek,  Qoeation, 
Mr.  O'SnlliTan;  Aoiwer,  Mr.  Trevelvan 
July  38,  643 

The  Royal  Vnivertity  ef  Ireland 

Qneation,  Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerel/an 
July  S3,  8S 

The  Queen'e  CoiUge,  Oalway—Mr.  Charlee 
OeieeUr,  Profeetor  tf  Modem  Languagee, 
Qoestions,  Mr.  Healjri  Answers,  Mr.  Tie- 
Teljsn  Aug  I,  1360 

l%e  SuetenMioH  Fund,  Question,  Mr.  Healjr ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  July  81,  1193 

[See  title*  Arreare  0/  Sent  (Inland)  Act, 
1883 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881 
Land  Law  llr^amd)  Act,  1881 

—Irieh  Land  Commiieion 
Peace  Preservation  (Irelemd) 

Act,  1881 
Prevention  oj  Crime  {lrelant\ 

Aet,  1883] 

Irtlmtd — Jffrioultural  Zaiourtrt 
Ordered,  That  Sir  Uerfej  Braee  bediaohar)^ 
from  further  attendance  on  tho  Select  Com- 
mittee :  Mr.  Oorrjr  added  to  the  Oommittee 
(Mr.  SeUeitor  General  for  Ireland)  July  38 

Jreland — Landed  Ettait* 

■  MoT«d,  That  there  be  laid  before  tbe  Iloase— 
"I.  ReCnm  ahowing  the  nomber  of  eatatea 

{OOHi. 


Ireland — Landed  Setedee—ooni. 

under  the  mana^ment  of  receirera  hi  tbe 
High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland — [a.)  At 
the  close  of  tho  jear  1877  (seven)  ;  (i.)  At 
the  close  of  the  year  1883  (three) ;  (0.)  Tbe 
total  grosa  anntul  rental  ef  aaefa  eat^as 
"11.  Hetum  of— (a.)  Total  bdbobbI  of  Um 
floate  of  pasaing  reoeiran  aMOonu  taxed  la 
the  jrear  1888 ;  (i.)  Total  amoont  of  reeeiTers 
miaeellanoona  ooata  taxed  in  the  year  1888  ; 
(c.)  Total  amount  of  oosts  of  tbe  petitioner 
or  other  the  person  having  carriage  of  the 
proceedings  in  receiving  mattera  taxed  in  tbe 
year  1883  "  ( TTie  Marqueet  of  Waterferi) 
July  38,  021 ;  after  abort  debate.  UotlM 
■gned  to 

IroUmd—KatimuU  Sohool  Tetoisrt 

Amendt.  00  Committee  ofSapply^i^  1,  To 
leave  out  from  "Tbnt,"  add  "this  Uooae 
views  with  deep  regret  the  impoeaibULtr  of  at 
present  introducing  the  Education  Bill  for 
Ireland  promised  last  year  hj  tbe  Chief 
Seoretary,  and  that,  seeing  the  bardshipa 
which  the  Irish  National  Teaehen  are  an- 
doabtedlj  aubjected  to.  and  the  peeaeiity 
which  exista  of  rendering  so  important  a  body 
of  pablio  aervaots  eonteated  with  their  work, 
this  Houae  is  of  opinion  tbnt  proviaion  ahoold 
bo  made  forthwith  to  Improve  their  inoomea 
temporarily,  and  that  a  Bill  removing  tb«r 
aeveral  grievaooei  abonld  be  introdnoed  early 
in  tbe  next  SoMion "  (Jfr.  Juetin  Bmdty 
MCarthy)  v.,  1877 :  Question  propoaed, 
"  That  the  words,  Ao. ; "  after  debate.  Qae*> 
tion  pot :  A.  63,  N.  61  ;  M.  3  (D.  L.  303) 

Italy —  Confiecation  of   the  JftopagoMds 
Property 

Questions,  Mr.  O'Donnell,  Mr.  Healjr ;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Gladstone  July  31,  1183  :  Qoes- 
tiona,  Mr.  O'Donnell,  Mr.  Gray  ;  Atinen^ 
Mr.  Gladatone  Aug  i,  1083 

Jamaica — Importation  of  Coelie* 
Question,  Mr.  A.  Peaae;  Anawer,  Mr.  Enlya 
AaUey  July  M,  837 

James,  Sir  H.  («»  Attobhxy  GairsBAie 

The) 

KsmrABD,  Hr.  0.  J.,  'Saliahnry 
Egypt  —  ConftrenoB,  Ministerial  Statemtnt, 
I7ff6 

Maaritlni,  The,  1839 

KssKY,  Hr.  M.  J.,  JBnnia 
Ireland — Qaestlons 

Aifoan  of  Rent  Aot*-Jamefl  Famll.  38 
Law  and  Jaitioe — Dying  Deolantioi^- 

Brothers  Delahunty,  ISffS 
Royal  Untveraity,  83 

Towns  Improvement— Ennis  Town  Oon- 

missioners,  6S6 
Ireland — Magistracy — Questions 

Ennis  <^rter  Sessione— Mr.  O.  KeUj, 

Q.C.,  Chairman,  633,  IMS 
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KasHT,  iSx.  ilL  J.r~eont. 

Ireland— NaUoDAl  School  Toachers,  llos.  13W, 
1105 

U«£istnteB  (Ireland)  Salaries,  3R.  807,  808 
Na»r  EstimateB— Martial  Law,  4o.  783 

MiBoellanecQB  Servieea,  783, 781.  786,  787  i 
Amendt.  7^9,  700 
Sapplr — CommisBionera  of  National  Ednoation 
in  Ireland,  1803,  1886,  1856,  1868,  1869 
Cooitabular/  ForM  ia  Inland,  1161,  1196, 
1498 

Conrta  of  Uv  and  JniUee  in  SooUaad,  Ae. 
063, ff«7 

Griminml  ProMonUons,  Ao.  In  Ireland,  930, 
931 

General  Valuation,  Ao.  ol  Ireland,  210,  267 
IriBh  Land  CommiBsioD,  1293,  1291,  1205 
Loeal  Goferninant  Board,  Ae.  in  Ireland, 

63,  66, 135 :  Ameodt.  144 
Lord  AdTocate'fl  Departmeat,  &o.  Con- 
neoted  vith  Criminal  Proceedinga  in 
SooUand,  510,  550,  553,  555 
National  Gallerj,  1121 
Police  in  Ooanliea  and  Borooghs  in  Eng- 
land and  Vatee,  *e.  433 
Fablio  Work*  in  Ireland,  169,  173,  180 
Record  OfBoe.  Ireland,  301,  303 
Saperanaoation  and  Retired  A.llowanoea  to 
Parwni  formerlr  Emplo/ed  in  the  Pnblio 
Serrioe,  *«.  1883 

KiifBBBi^T,  Earl  of  (Secretary  of  State 
for  India) 
OmuU  Boata  Aofc  (1877)  Amendment,  Comm. 
el.  4, 1143 

New  Pnblio  Offloes— Deslgoa  for  the  New  Ad- 
miralty and  War  Offloe,  1737 

Private  Bilit  —  Etailwajri  —  New  Standing 
Order,  Rei.  16 

ProMMution  of  Offenoea,  2R.  1721 

Beinmentation  of  the  People  Bill  and  Redii- 
tribution,  17S0 

Sheriff  Court  Hoosn  (SooUuid)  Amendment, 
3a.  1, 897 


Koxq-Uasmak,  Oolonel  E.  B.,  Dublin 
County 

Army  (Attxlliarjr  Foroes)  —  Militia  Qnarter- 
maatera — Retirementa,  619 
Ordnance  Department— Colonel  MoncrieflTa 
Gnn  Carriage,  639 
Army  EBtimates— Retired  AlloiranooB,  Ao.  to 
Offioere  of  Militia,  Teomanr/,  and  Volooteer 
Foreea,763 

BrirtolCorporation(Dooka  PBrebMe),8R.  816 
Cootagioai  Diaeaiee  (Aalmala)  AoU— Cattle 

Impt^tion  ftwn  Ireland,  865,  866 
Ireland— Questions 

Crime  and  Oatrage — ^Attaek  on  the  Reai- 

dent  Magistrate.  Co.  SUffO,  331 
Law>nd  JuBtioe— Tyrone  Aaaizea— "Qaeen 

V.  Beatty,"  1363 
PreTeniion  of  Crime  Act,  1883— Patrick 
Parry— Compeotation  Money,  1505 
Inland— Iriah  Land  OommiaBlon  (Snb-Oom- 
minionen)— Glebe  Landi  of  Drumcro*. 
Oo.  Armub,  864 
Mr,  J.  M.  Weir,  803 


King.Har«ak,  Colouol  E.  B. — eont. 

Ireland— Post  OSoe— Delirery  of  Letter!  al 
Dalkey,  Co.  DabUn,  314,  815 
General  Post  Offloe,  DnbUn— Female  Super- 
Tiaors,  693; — Staff   of  the  Secretary'! 
Office,  303 

Parliament— Publie  Bills— Unprinted  Billa, 
1113 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House  — Com- 
mittee of  Supply— Staoding  Order  430a, 
Res.  1S76 

Swiply — ComnuaaioQerfl  of  National  Eduoatiou 
in  Ireland,  1853.  1854. 1858, 1865,  1860 
Oommisaioners  of  Police,        of  Dablin, 
1300 

CoDBtabuUry  Force  in  Ireland,  1503 
Criminal  Prosecaiions,  dto.  in  Ireland,  955, 

956, 057,  958,  959 
Iriah   Land    Comnassion,    1384,  1385; 

Amendt.  1893,  1394, 1395 

KisasooTB,  Oolonel  R.  N.  F.,  QloucMier- 

shire,  W. 
Array— Voluntary  Retirement,  496 

Labouohbbb,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 
Church  of  BugUutd— BngliBh  Ohnrehat  Vienna, 

860  ' 
Bgypt— Questions 

Collection  of  Taxet— Use  of  Torture,  831 
Erents  in  the  Soudan- Expedition  for  the 
Relief  of  General  Gordon  —  Vote  of 
Credit,  331 
Mudir  Qosieia  WaBif,  1161 
Foreign  Offloe— Frontier  Regulations  on  the 

Continent,  861 
Law  and  Justioe— Circuit  Expenses  of  Judges, 

1160 

Law  and  Polloe  (UotropoliB)— Mr.  W.  H. 

Smith's  Watch,  1186 
Parliament— House  of  Lords  and  Representa- 
tion of  the  People  Bill,  673 
"Remington   Perfected  Type-WritMv," 

Pariiament— Business  of  the  Honte— Oom- 
mittee  of  Supply— Standing  Order  435a. 
Ree.  1870 

Public  Health— Upper  and  Lower  Thames,  818 
Sapply— Consular  Services,  1091 

Criminal  Prosecations,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  903 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1603, 

-1636, 1689,  1690. 1691 
Oenerat  Valuation,  Ac.  of  Ireland,  343, 34S 
Public  Prosecutor's  Offloe,  375 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  157,  168 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 

1586.  1761,1782 
Soperannuation  and  Retired  Allowanoes  to 
Pereons  formeriy  Employed  In  the  Pnblia 
Service,  1876 
Snpreme  Court  of  Jndioatare,  860, 870 

LAiaHOTON,  Lord 

Literature,  Scienoe,  and  Art— National  Por- 
trait Gallery.  838  ,     ,  „ 

New  Pnblie  OBcas— Derigns  fi»r  the  New  Ad- 
miralty and  War  Offloe,  1736 

Representation  of  the  People  Kit  and  R^U- 
tribution,  1726  ^  t 

Soei  Oanal,  839       Digiiizedby  VjOOQIC 
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Lmi  Uto  (TnUmd)  Aet,  1881 
ClauM  m—Loant  tor  Labourer^  CottaffM. 

QoMtions,  Cotonsf  Oolthurst ;  Answers,  Mr. 

TreTelr»n  July  29,  853 ;  Aug  I,  13SS 
Fair  Renti  {8tr  Ri^tBrd  WadoM).  Qoestlon, 

Mr.  Qnj ;  Answer,  The  Solictor  Geoent 

for  Inland  Avf  i,  lUi 

iMtd  Law  {Ir*lani\  Aot^  1881— JnVA 
Zand  Commisiion 
Land  VahuUion—CmttUiet  Cavan  and  Ltitrim, 
Qaettion,  Mr.  Biggar ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tre- 
TelfM  July  31,  1156 

Olele  Land*,  Co.  Kerry,  Question, 
Mti  HMTisftoa ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trereljran 
/ufy  SI,  1170 

OUbt  LaM4*\<tf  Drwneru,  Co.  Armagh,  Qnes- 
tion,  ColoDel  King-Harman  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
TrtTelTut  Jvly  §9,  Ml;  (^oestioD,  Mr. 
Warton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerel/aa  JxAy  SI, 
1171 

Mr.  Join  if.  Weir,  Questions,  Colensl  King- 

Harmu),  Mr.  Heal j ;  Aoswers,  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  TrenljrM  July  SI,  M3 
Zof  Oommitiion0rt  at  Monaghm,  Qoeation, 

lb-,  (lealy  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Treveinn  July  29, 

652 

Sitting  at  TWm,  Qaeatiooa,  VtsoouDt  Crloliton, 
Colonel  Nolan ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelfan 

Law  and  Justiok  (Enqlahd  and  Walm) 
{QuettiofU) 

Case  of  Frank  Sloekmell— Sentence  on  a  Child, 
Qoflstlon,  Mr.  Grantham  ;  Answer,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Harooart  July  31,  1179 

drmit  BxpentM  of  Jxidgu,  Questions,  Mr. 
Rjrlands,  Mr.  Laboaohere,  Mr,  Uealy  ;  An> 
Bwars,  Tha  Chaaeellor  of  the  Eiebeqoer 
J^y  31, 1160 

UU  of  Wight  PtUy  Setiiom,  Question.  Mr. 
Arnold  Morlej ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Har< 
oonrt  JtUy  34.  838 

Law  AiTD  FoLioE  (EiraLAirD  and  Waias) 

Armed  Bwglare,  Questions,  Sir  Frederiok 
Milner;  Answers,  Sir  William  flaroourt 
Juty  Si,  338  :  July  SS,  503 

Hdropolit 

Mr.  W.  R.  Smith'i  Wateh.  Question,  Mr. 

Labonehere;  Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 

July  SI,  1188 
The  Dynamite  Emplotioag  at  Wettmimtsr — 

Compensation,  Question,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  ; 

Answer,  Sir  William  Ilaroourt  July  81, 

115S 

The  Refyrta  DemmufratiOHf  Qnestions,  Mr. 
Guy  Dawnay,  Mr.  Warton,  Mr.  J.  Lowther, 
Mr.  Tatton  Egerton,  Mr.  Jesse  ColUugs, 
Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr.  R.  N.  Fowler ;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir 
William  Harooart  Juty  32,  42 1  Questions, 
Mr,  Dizon<Hartland,  Mr,  Warton,  Viseoant 
Folkestone  ;  Answers,  Sir  William  llareoart 
Mr.  Fawoett,  The  Haraness  ot  Hartington 
July  24,  3V3  ;  QintUon,  Mr.  Tatton  Eger- 


Law  add  Pouoa  {England  and  Wakt)  OTfc. 
ton  ;  Answer,  Sir  WlllUra  Hareowrt^As/y  !l, 
495  ;  QneatuMi,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber;  Answer, 
The  Marquess  of  Hartlngton,  4S9 ;  Qaes> 
tioD,  Observations,  Lord  Stralheden  aad 
Campbell;  Reply,  The  Earl  of  Dalbouii: 
short  debate  thereon  July  S8,  633 

Lawrbnos,  Ur.  Alderman  W.,  Londem 
Mnnioipal  Eleotions  (Oormpt  and  lllagal  Pim* 

Uoes),  Consid.  el.  88,  478 
Supply — Foliee  Conrta  of  Landon  and  Sbaer* 

neu,  394 

Lawson,  Sir  W.,  CarlitU 
Egypt  (Erents  in  the  Soudan) — Treaty  irith 

AbysiiDla.  670,  859 
Supply— Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1588, 
1598,  1611,  1613,1614, 1615, 1618,1687, 
1888 

Lord  Adrooato's  Department.  Ae.  Coo- 
neeted  with  Criminal  Proceedings  in  Scot- 
land, 547,  534 

Relief  of  Generml  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
1770 

Lea,  Mr,  T.,  Donegal 

Supply — Irish  Land  Commission,  1354 

Lbaht,  Mr.  J.,  Kildart 

Inland   Kevenne— Income  Tax — Asaawnits 

under  Schedule  D,  1 180 
Ireland— Poor  Law— Dr:  Oakghan.  Ma£al 

Atteodant,  Nenngh  Union  DiapMuaiy,  MW 

Leamt,  Mr.  E.,  Waterfori 

Irel  An  d  — Questio  n  s 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts — Gatlli 

Inspector,  Kilmaotbomas  Union,  335 
Magistracy,  Co.  Waterlord,  1166,  1167 
Peace  PreBervation  Act,  1881—PoUoe  Hot 

at  Bathgormao.  1049.  1354,  1355 
Post  Offlce— Day  Mail  to  Ooril.  816 

Mails  between  Dublin  and  Cork,  IM, 

1171,  1173 

Supply — CoMtabuIary  Fores  in  Ireland,  1473 

Lefetbe,  Bight  Hon.  G.  J.  Shaw  (Chief 

CommiBsioner  of  Works  and  Deputy 

Chairman),  Reading 
Literatare.  Science,  and  Art  —  The  Rcyal 

Academy,  807 
Metropolis— Law  and  P(riia»-*Tb«  Relbm 

Demonstration,  43,  48,  44 
New  Pablie  OOoe*— Admiralty  and  War  OSet, 

1575 

Palace  of  Westminster — Uouse  of  Commoos— 
Tel«graphio  News-recording  Instrmineat 
for  the  Use  of  Hembora,  317 
Westminster  Hall  (West  Front),  30S,  1 167, 
1168,  1578 

Parliament  —  "  Remlnfton  Parleoted  Typ^ 
Writers,"  1173 

Scotland— Mdsenm  of  Soianoe  and  Art,  Edin- 
burgh, 329 

Supply — Commisslonara  ofNational  Edaantion« 
IreUnd.  1849 
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LOW 


Lbiohtoh,  Hr.  S.,  Shropthir;  N. 
Armr— Lm  of  Life  in  Bg7pt,  338 
Egypt  (Eventa  in  the  Soad»n)— Treat;  with 
Ab/Bsinla,  650,  651 

licensing  Act  (1873)  Amendment  Bill 

'  { Th4  Earl  of  Rottbety) 
I.  Rojral  Anent  JWy  S8   [47  A  48  Viet.  o.  99] 

Zittrature,  SeimtM,  and  Art 
National  Portrait  OaUer^,  QiwsUoo,  ObMrra- 

ttona.  Lord  Forbes,  Lord  I.aniington ;  R«pliei, 

Lord  Thurlow  July  29,  838 
The  Royal  Academy,  Question,  Sir  Robert 

Peel  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Shaw  LefeTre  July  39, 

857  ;  QueatioD,  Sir  Robert  Feel ;  Anawer, 

Mr.  Gladstone,  871 
TKt  Jteliquary  of  St.  La^teen,  Question,  Mr. 

Dbwson ;  Answer,  Tha  Chanoellor  of  tha 

Exohequer  July  31, 1109 

Local  Government  (Treland)  Fmisional 
OKden  (LabonrerB  Act)  (So.  3)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Freiidmf) 
I.  ConmittM  •  July  S3  (No.  138) 

Report "  Jvlv  34 
aeady*/i%30 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (Labourers  Act)  (No.  7)  Bill 

(The  Lord  Freiident) 

1.  Hoyal  Assent  July  28  [47  A  48  Vict.  o.  cliv] 

Local  CtoTenunent  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (Ho.  8)  Bill 

(Mr.  SoUeitor  Otmral  for  Irtland,  Mr. 

TmOym) 

t.  Report  * ;  read  ^  Jviy  35  [Bill  383] 

2.  Read  V*  {Lord,  t'retidtnt)  Jtdy  38  (No.  317) 
Read  3'*  Aug  2 

Committee  * ;  Report  Aug  S 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provitional 
Orders  (Lalwnrers  Act)  (Xnniscorthy, 

ftc)  Bill  [h.l.]      {Tk*  ZoraXonion) 
I.  Ro7al  Assent  July  38  [47  A  48  7tel.c.  elvi] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  8)  Bill     {The  Lord  Garrington) 
I.  Read  S'^July  23  (No.  188) 

Royal  Assent  July  38  [47  dt  48  Viet.  e.  olviii] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  4)  Bill     {TbtZwd  GarnngUm) 
I.  Oommittee  *  July  33  (No.  183) 

Report  •  July  24 
Re»d3'»/«/y25 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  6)  Bill   (Tike  Lord  CM^) 
k  Committee*  i  Report  /ttb  38       (No.  183) 
Kwd8**J»^38 


Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  6)  Bill    {The  Lord  Carrtmytom) 
I.  Read  2*  •  July  23  (No.  188) 

Oommittee  ■  July  34 
Report  •  July  35 
Read  3>*  Jt^y2S 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(Ho.  7)  Bill    {Tho  Lord  CarringtoH) 
I.  Committee*  July  33  (No.  184) 

Report* /uly  34 

tLMi  3^  •  July  36 

Local  Government  Provi8i(nial  Orders 

(Ho.  8)  Bin    (2^  I^rd  OarriiiffUm) 
L  Committoa*  July  33  (No.  185) 

Report  *  July  34 
Reads-*  Ju^U 

Local  Government   Frovisiomd  Order 
(Salt  Works)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Carrinyton) 
I.  Royat  Assent  July  28  [47  *  48  Vict.  o.  oItu] 

LoHSON,  Bishop  of 
Churoh  of  Eo|pi|iid— BaieSot  of  St.  OUn* 
JewTff 1550 

Ix)iroFO&D,  Earl  of 
Army  —  Pay,  Promotion,  and  NoD-EflSHtln 

Pay— The  Rerised  Royal  Warrant,  80 
Army  (Offtoera)— Voluntary  Retirement — New 

Warrant,  Motion  for  an  Addreas,  830 
Landed  Estates  (Irebail),  Motion  for  a  R«- 

tom,  632 

Law  and  Police  (Metropolis)— Reform  De- 

monatration,  625 
Munieipal    Eleotions   (Oorrnpfc   and  Itlegal 

Praotieea).  3R.  1148 
Poor  Law  Guardians  (IreUnd),  3B.  Amoadft. 

286 

Proseoution  of  Offenoes,  SR.  1731 
Pablie  Haaltb— DraiBago  of  Londoot  1735 

LoTRiAN,  MarqaesB  of 

Law  and  Police  (Metropolis) — Reform  Deoon- 

atratiOD,  625 
Parliament — Palaoe  of  Weatmioater — Weat- 

minster  Hall,  638 
Sheriff  Ooart  HonsM  (Sootland)  Amendment, 

3R.5 

Low»r  TKam«a   Vallef  JAiui  8tw»rag0 

Board 

Questions,  Mr.  Barran,  Visconot  Folkestone  ; 
Answers,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  July  34. 833 

Lo-wTHKE,  Right  Hon.  J.,  ZMwAi«lfr», 

N. 

Law  and  Polioe  (Metropolis) — Rtfbrm  Donon- 

atrntlon,  43,  48,  45,  46.  499 
Supply— Relief  of  Genanl 

Crwtit,  1687  by 
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LowTHEB,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Sutkmd 

Sap|d]r— Sopremc  Court  of  Judioatare,  307 

LvBBOOK,  Sir  J.,  London  Vnivtrtity 
PkrIUment— PalaM  of  We«tmio«t«r— Weat- 
minater  Hall— Britiab  MoMum,  310 

Zwuusi  Zswi 

Foreign  Countriea,  Qacstion,  Sir  Hanrf  Hol- 
land:  Answer,  Lwd  Edmond  Fitinuarico 

^uly31.n66 
•*  Weldon  V.  Semple,'*  Quntiona,  Mr.  MoUoy  ; 
Answers,  Mr.  Gladatooe  Jvly  30,  873 

Lynch,  Mr.  N.,  8ligo  Co, 

Supply  —  EmbHUM  and  Hia^on  Abroad, 
1668 

Lyons,  Dr.  B.  D.,  Lublin 
Arm/  {Auxillarr  ForoM)— Militia  Qaartw- 
ntHtm— Retired  Pay,  13S8 

MoAathub,  Mr.  A.,  LeUnttr 

Madapwar— Naval  Operatiou  oF  Franoe— 
ProtcoUoD  to  BriUah  Commene,  13A9 

M'Oabthy,  Mr.  J.,  Longford 

Army— Military  Barracks  at  Lonsford— Real- 

denoe  Tor  the  Medical  OfBoer,  8S3 
Egypt— Mr.  Bluot.  6ffT 
India— Salt  Tax.  336 
India  (Madrai)--Cloestiona 

Personal  Staff  of  the  Governor— Poatal 

Faeilitiea.  13M 
Poat  Office,  657 
Settlement  of  Taxation,  607 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  Constabnlary — Constable 

Bernard  King,  1573 
Parliament — Supply — BusEneaa  of  the  House, 

Parliament — Buslneaa  of  tbe  Uoaae- Gommit- 
tee  of  Supply— SUDding  Order,  ]43ffa,  Rea. 
1873 

Sapply — Oommiasionera  of  National  Education 
lnIralaDd,lS02 
Conatabniary  Force  in  Ireland,  1455 
Criminal  Preaecatlons,  Ac,  in  Ireland,  945 
Embaaeiea  and  Miaaiooa  Abroad,  1650, 
1661,  1663 

Police  In  CooDtiea  and  Boroogha  in  Eng- 
laiHl  and  Wales,  Ae.  438 

H'Oaktht.  Mr.  J.  Huntly,  AOihne  Bo. 

Egypt  (Events  in  the  Soadan)— Railway  at 

SaaUn,  1366 
Ireland— National  School  Teachera,  Res.  1377 
Supply— Commtuionera  of  National  Eduoatioa 
in  Ireland,  1790,  1801,  1838 
Constabulary  Foroe  In  Ireland,  1464 
Criminal  Proeeeutiooa,  As.  In  Ireland,  947 

M'CoAK,  Mr.  J.  0.,  Wiohhvf 

Abyaainia- The  Treaty,  S40 

Egypt  (Finance,  Ac.}— Arrears  of  Taies,  055 

Ireland— Poor.  Law— Election  of  Guardians— 

BaltinglasB  Union,  1566 
apply — Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1610, 

1626,  1627.  1631  ;  Amondt.  1670,  1676, 

1683 


Maofaelakx,  Mr.  D.  H.,  Cmhto  Cb. 

Asia  (Ontml)— Russian  Advenes,  525 
Employers'  Liability  Act— Mining  Accidents, 
319 

Hull.  Bamaley,  and  Weat  Riding  Janetion 
Railway  and  Dock  (Uooey),  Couaid.  SR. 
1047 

InUnd  Revenue- Carriage  Tax,  Res.  530 
Scotland— Post  Offioe-'Postal  Paeilities  is 
Lewis,  860 

Sapply-Sgpreme  Coort  of  Jodieatare,  38S 
MoEEimA,  Sir  J.  N.,  Youghal 

Bfsgistratea  (Trelaud)  Salaries.  875 

Paniameat— Busiaess  of  the  House — Commit- 
tee of  Supply— Standing  Order  435a,  Res. 
1374 

Supply- Criminal  Proaeontioos,  Ac.  in  Ireiand, 
1196 

Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,*  1006, 
1066 


Mackintosh,  Mr.  0.  F&aseb-,  Inv^mm, 

See. 

Sapply— Courts  of  Law  and  Jnsties  In  Seal- 
land,  *e.  556,  558 

General  Register  Howe^  Edlabnrgh.  MS ; 
AneDdt.580 

Lord  Advocate's  D^artmant,4o.  Oonnaelsd 
with  Criminal  Proeoedings  io  Seotiaad, 
547.  548 

Report,  191 

MoLabkit.  Mr.  0.  B.  B.,  Stafford 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland),  Comm. 
979 ;  Motion  for  reporting  Progroas,  101S 

Maolivxb,  Mr.  P.  8.,  Plymouth 
Kavy— Naval  OonrU  Martial,  1308 

Maoicahok,  Mr.  E.,  Limtriek  Oil) 
Supply — Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1451 

MadMgaaear—Naval  Oporation*  of  F)rmu» 
— Protaetion  to  Britith  Commereo 
Question,  Mr.  Alexander  M' Arthur;  Answer, 
Lord  Edmond  fltsmaarioe  Aug  1, 1350 

Magistrates  (Irelaiid)  Salaries  Bill 

{Mr.  Cottrttujff  Mr.  IWw/yoii) 
e.  3R.  deferred,  after  sborti  debate  Julf  33, 
191  [BiU  393] 

3R.  deferred,  after  short  debate  Jt^  35,  590 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  f*' 
July  38,  791  ;  after  debate,  Moved,  "That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  (Mr.  SmmU)  ; 
Question  put;  A.  II,  N.  88  ;  M.  37 
(D.  L.  191) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  tbe  Bill  bo 
now  read  3«,"  891 

Amendt.to  leave  ont  from'*  That,"add"  at  this 
period  of  the  Session  this  House  is  not  pre- 
pared to  prooeed  with  a  Bill  of  sncb  impor- 
tance iriToIving  grave  conaiderationa  of  Irish 
polioy  "  (Mr.  Dtaty)  v. ;  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  words,  Ac  ;'^after  thaet  debate, 
HoUon  wilh<(j|ff|fed  by      O  O 
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Moffittratei  (Ireland}  Satan'et  Bill— coai. 

MoT«d,  "  Thnt  the  Debute  be  now  adjcrarned '' 
{Mr.  Cowtneif) ;  Mvtion  agreed  to 

QoeBttone,  Mr.  Parnell,  Mr.  Gibson,  Sir  Joseph 
U'Kenna  ;  ADSwers  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exehcqoer,  Mr.  Traveljan  July  29,  874 

Bill  withdrawQ  *  JtUjf  39 

HAKma,  OolonelW.  T.,  Etttx^  S. 

Snppljr — Seltef  of  GoDenil  Gordon— Vote  of 
Oradit.  1794 

Hajuoeibakks,  Hon.  E.,  Bgrwickshir* 
X*liblio  Worka  Loane,  Comm.  Amendl.  479* 
480,  483,  484 ;  el.  2,  Motion  for  reporting 
Progreu,  486,  603;  add.  el.  S87,  090; 
Amendt.  593,  594 

Karrii^dB  Legalization  Bill  [h.l.] 

{Mr.  Attorney  Qentral) 
«.  Bill  withdrawn  •  July  24  [Bill  387] 

Mabtdt,  Mr.  P.,  K%lkenny 

Ireliuid— National  School  Teaohers,  Rea.  1399 
Supplj — Commisaioners  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland,  1839, 1840,  184 1 
Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  1234, 
1339 

Hasuu,  Mr.  E.  P.  M.,  Kilkenny  Co, 
Jroland— National  School  Teachers,  lUs.  1404 
Sopply— Oommiaaionera  of  National  Education 
In  Ireland,  1808 
Constabnlarf  Force  in  Ireland,  1443 
Embaasiesand  Miauons  Abroad,  1045 
Refermatorr  and  Indnttrial  SobooU  in  Ire- 
land, 1418 

Mawritiui.,  The 

<tnestion,  Mr.  Coleridge  Kennnrd ;  Answer, 
Ur.  Enljn  Ashley  Avg  4,  1559 

Maxwbll,  Sir  H.  E.,  Wigtonshire 
Africa  (West  Coast)— Congo  Rivor,  1175;— 

The  International  Asaooiation,  850 
Borgh  Folioeand  Health  (Sootland),  Comm. 

998 

Confederation  of  the  Coloniea  (Aoatralia)  — 

Sjrdney  Convention,  634 
Snppl7---Grimnial  Proeeeutlona,  Ae.  in  Ireland, 

977;  l^tiAU  for  reportiag  Progress,  978 

Mazwell-HsboN)  Gaptain  J.  If.,  Eirk- 
cmdhright 

.    NsTT  Eitlmahwi  TVrtrUal  Law,  Amendt.  708, 

Matwb,  Mr.  T.,  Tippwary 

Irdand— Grand  Jarj  Aet— Gonnt/  Ceei— Mr. 
Uowlinf,  Cappawhite,  640 

Xedical  Act  Amendment  Bill  [bx.] 

{Mr.  Mundella) 
0.  Qaeation,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot:  Answer,  Mr. 
Gladstone  July  35.  501 

I  • 


[BUI  S07] 


Cotlition  in  tJu  Thame$—7%s  "  Z)wn«"  and 
"  Campden,"  Question,  Mr.  GoBrlejr ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Chamberlnin  Aug  5,  1750 

"  Contolation"  The,  Questions,  Sir  Ilenrr 
Holland,  Mr.  Whitlej;  Answers,  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain/u/jr  31,  1169 

JPilotage'~Port  e/  Sligo,  Qneation,  Ur.  Sex 
ton :  Aaawer,  Mr.  Chamberlain  /k^  84 
316 

(laarantint  ArrangemenU  ai  Madeira,  Qnea- 
tion,  Mr.  Caioe;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitsmanrioe  AugS,  1748 

U^ntOFOLIS  (Qwm^m) 

Ckureh  of  England— Tht  Benefice  of  St.  (Have, 
Jewry,  Question,  Observations,  The  Earl  of 
Milltown;  Reply,  The  Lord  Cbanoellor; 
Observatiooa,  The  Bishop  of  London  4, 
1518 

Pt4hlie  Health— 71ie  Death  Rate  in  London,. 
QoestioD,  Mr.  Ritchie  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone Jtdy  28,  668 
StaU  of  the  Streett  at  Ifighi,  Qaestiona,  Hr. 
Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Puleston,  Mr.  Onslow, 
Sir  R.  Aashflton  Cross,  Mr.  Arthnr  O'Con- 
nor :  Answers,  Sir  Willioro  Hareourt  JulySi, 
331 

Tkamet  Croitingt— Bridge  at  lAtUt  Tow$r 
BiUf  Qaeation,  Sir  Iluasey  Virian  ;  Aniwer, 
Hr.  R.  N.  Fowler  Jtdy  38,  491 


Metropolitan  AsylomB  Board  (Boirow 
ing  Powers)  BU 

{Sir  Charles  Dilhe,  Mr.  Qeorgt  Stutell) 

a.  Onlered  ;  read  1«  •  July  35  [BiU  310] 

Read  S«  July  38.  835 

Committee*;  Report  /«Iy  39 

Read  3»*7u/y30 
/.  Read  !■  *  (Lord  Carringtan)  July  81  (No.  984) 

Read  3>  *  Aug  1 

Committee  * ;  Report  Aug  5 


Ketropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Uoney) 

Bill  {Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Herbert  Qladttone) 

e.  Read  8<>  •  July  38  [BUI  378] 

/.  Read  1-  •  (Lord  Thurlm)  Jvty  39   (No.  SS3) 

Read  3**  July  31 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Aug  1 

Reads**  Ah^4 

Xilitary  Pensions  and  Teomanrr  Pay 

Bill  Marqtuie  of  SartingtOH, 

Sir  Arthur  Etiyter) 

e.  Motion  for  Leave  (^ir  -4r(A«r  JJayter)  July  29, 
198  ;  after  abort  debate,  Motion  agreed  to; 
Bill  ordered  ;  read  1°  *  [Bill  803] 

Iiead9»*^9S 
Committee*  ;  Report  July  38 
Read  3"  •  JWy  39 
/.  Read  I**  (£arU/ JKorlcy)JWy8I(No.SSS) 
Read  3"  •  Aug  4  T 
Committee* ;  Report  A^Ad  by  V^OOQIC 
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HnxToinr,  Earl  of 

Cbolm  UoapiUl*  (Iraluul).  Oonm.  1148, 1145 
Ofanroh  of  England— BeneAo*  of  St.  OUv*, 

Jewrv,  1548 
CrimiMl  Lonatios,  9R.  1729 
Law  an4  Polioe  (JfotropoUi)— Tht  R«brm 

DamonitratioD,  635 
Mnnioipal  ElMUont(GoiTnptafld  Illegal  Prao- 

tioea),  SR.  1145  :  Comm.    40,  Amandt  1718 
Printe  Billi— R^Iwaya  —  Ntv  SUndinf 

Ordw,  Res.  14 
Pzoaeontion  ofOfltowt,  SR.  1731 

MmiM,  Sir  F.  G.,  Tori 

Army  (Attxiliai7  Foroea) — MtliUa  OOoeri,  898 
Law  and  PoUm— Armed  Bawlan,  388,  508 
Fnblio  Health— Ghol«ii->-IU«  from  Mar- 
aalUea.  504 

JKmm  SmuUUm  Act,  187S — IntpMiora 

tuition,  Mr.  Broadhont ;  Aumr,  Sir  Wfl> 
liam  Harwnrt  Aug  1, 1308 

MoLLOT,  Mr.  B.  0..  Co. 

Ireland-— Poor  Law— Eleotim  of  Goardiana, 
Newrj  Union — lllagal  Aetbn  of  Ratornlng 
Officer.  838 
Lnnaoj  Lawi — "  WeldoD  v.  Semple,"  878 
MagiatnUea  (IraUnd)  Salariea,  SR.  831 
Sq^/— OommiaiioiMra  of  National  Eduoatioa 
in  Ireland,  1795 
Oonn^  Coorti,  878 

Criminal  Proaaontiona,  Ao.  In  Iraland,  808, 
940 

C7pnu— Grant  in  Aid,  1707,  1708 
Embaaaiaa  and  MiaiionaAbroad,  1051, 1600 
Land  RagUtrj,  SOS 

Loeal  Gonmmant  Board,  Ao.  in  Irolaod,  98 
Foblio  Vorka  in  Irtland*  181 

UoHK,  Ifr.  0.  J.,  ^Houeetter  City 

Mnnioipal  Eleotiona  (Cormpt  and  Illegal  Prao- 

tioei),  Coni^.  408 
Parliament— Sappl; — BoeinoM  of  the  Honae, 

1583 

UooBB,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Clonmel 
Ireland— Poet  Ofllce— Clonmel  Maila,  813 
Maila  between  Oublin  and  Cork,  500 
Saringfl  Baaki  Aota  Amaodmoat,  493 
Supply — Embaaaicaand  Hiaaieas  Abroad,  1040, 
1605 

Loeal  GoTamment  Board,  Ae.  in  Ireland, 
53,  57,  59.  63  ;  Amendt.  66,  75,  104 

Reformatorr  and  Indnitrial  Sobools  in  Ire- 
land, 585,  1415, 1431  ;  Amendt.  1433 

MoBGAir,  Bight  Hon.     Osborne  (Judge 
Advocate  General),  Denhighahire 
Armjr  EMimataa— Mteeellaneooa  Effisotlre  Ser< 
vioei,  691,  719 

IfoKUT,  Earl  of  (TTndev  Beoretary  at 
State  for  War) 

Arm;  (Ordaaoee  Department) — New  Small 
Bore  Rifle,  015 
Par,  Promotion,  and  Non-EOvcUro  Pa; — 
Roviaod  Uoynl  Warrant,  81 

£«eia. 


MoBLBY,  Earl  of  ttKt.  . 
Army  (OOeora)— Volnntary  RetiroaaoDta  — 

New  Ifarfant.  Uotioa  for  an  Addreai^  619 
Law  and  Polioe  (Metropoti*)— Tho  Robm 
Demonetration,  635 

MoKLBT,  Mr.  A.,  Nottingham 

Law  and  Jnalica  ( Eofland  and  Walea)— Ue  of 
Wight  Petty  SeialoM,  860 

MoRiXT,  Mr.  S.,  Brittol 
Briatol  Corporation  (Dooki  Parcbaee),  SR.848 
Great  Wertern  Railway  and  Briatol  and  Portia* 
head  Pier  and  Railway  Compaiu«%  Roa,  890 

MonsT'TsHFLB,  Lord 
Smoke  NuiiaBoo  Abatameat  (MetropoUt),  SR. 
1186 


MuTOELLA,  Bight  Hon.  A.  J.  (Vice Pre- 
sident of  the  Oommittee  of  Couneil 
on  Edooation),  SKaJ^ld 

Edoeation  Department — Qneetione 

Age  ofCbildren  Leaving  Sefaool.  1751 
Oompuliory  Sohool  Attendaoee,  819 
Elementary  EdnoatiOR,  1160 
Over-Premue  in  Board  Sehoela.  1359.  1381 
Sobool  AeoomnuidatioB,  1358 

Ireland— Royal  College  M  Smenee,  DobUa, 
1361 

Supply— Commiuionera  of  National  EdnealiM 
in  Ireland,  1603,  1869 

Municipal  CoiporatiottB  (Borons^  Fandi} 

Bill  {Mr.  JMit,  Iff.  Memi 

Clari$,  Mr.  Jmeiaom,  Sir  Jokm  St.  AntpC^ 
e.  BiU  witbdiawa  •  Jnfy  30  [BUI  IlSl 

Municipal  Sloctiong  (Cormpt  and  XUegil 
Practices)  Bill  (Jfr.  AUtrmf 

Qmtral,  Reerttary  Sir  WiUiam  MoTemt, 
Sir  Charkt  Bilkt^  Mr.  Svlieitor  ^MwraJ) 
tf.  Obwrvationa,  Mr.  Gladatoae ;  ftoeetiooa.  Hp 
Gray,  Sir  Stafford  Northeote;  Aiiaw«%llp 
GladBtone  Julu  34.  843 
Oonaidered  ;  read  8*,  after  debate  /w^  94,  iN 
I.  Road  1»  •  (Eari  Norihhnok)  Julf  S5  (No.  813) 
Read  S> ;  after  abort  debate  Jvl$  81, 114S 
Committee       $,  1716 

Haval  and  Oreenwioh  Eoapital  FoHsiou 

Bill  (  Tht  BtH  Nortkhrttk) 

I.  Read  3-  •  July  3S  (No.  808) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Jvtu  S9 
Read3'*yit^81 

Vaval  Discipline  Act  (1866)  Anundnunt 

Bill  imBurtt^  JVbrtfUrml) 

/.  Read  9>  «  Jidy  S3  (No.  199) 

Committee*  ;  Report  ,/«^  S4 
Read  3"  •  Jidy  35        /-»  t 
Rc^al  Ament  (r«^88  b){fcZ]dQi)gJr&  88] 
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Vaval  Snliftme&t  BOl  [a.i.] 

«.  Rud  1*  •  July  99  [Bitl  908] 

Re»d  20  •  July  16 

Committee  * ;  Report ;  read  8^  Jtdy  96 

Navt  (QuuiMiu) 

Cotlitien  httuKm  Iron*ClacU  in  Baniry  Bay, 
Qmstion,  Mr.  W.  n.  Smltb  ;  Aoawer,  Mr. 
Campbell-Ban  nermiin  July  92, 18 

Empire,  Defetustt  of  the — Coating  StaUoru,  ire, 
<iaestioD,  Sir  IleDrf  Tjler;  Answer,  The 
Marqaen  of  Hartington  Ai^  5,  1740 

HM.S.  ••  Oamtt  "—The  Inqmry  itUo  Oharget 
againtt  O^eert,  QaestioD,  Mr.  Deuf  ;  An- 
nWt  Hr.  CAmpbelt-BannermaD  Aug  1, 1896 

Aavol  CtmU  Jitartial,  Qoeetioa,  Ur.  Stewart 
Maoliver :  Aoiwer,  Mr.  Campbell-BanDO** 
man  Aug  I,  1863 

Naval  Ditnptine  Act,  Clauae  58,  Qoestiona, 
Sir  John  Mxf ',  Answera,  The  Solicitor 
General,  Mr.  Gampbetl-Bannermaa  Aug  6, 
1788 

yaval  OperaUont  in  the  Soudan — Extra  Pay, 
QuMttona,  Lord  Randolph  Ohnvehill,  Sir 
John. Hay;  Answers,  Mr.  Oaupbell-Ban- 
nerman  July  98,  960 

The  DoekyardM 

Commiuion  on  Dockyard  WorJc,  Question,  Mr. 
Tuleaton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Campbell-Banner- 
man  July  83, 11 

Dockyard  Faptory  Department — Cmptdiory 
Retirement,  Qoestton,  Mr.  Pulaston ;  An- 
swer, Sir  Tbomaa  Bfasbo;  July  29,  867 

Dockyard  Re-oryanixation — The  New  Seheme, 
Qaestion,  Lord  Randolpli  Churobtll  ;  Aniwer, 
Sir  Thomas  Brasser  Aug  S,  lliS 

Tke  Vititing  Timier  Intpeetor,  Question,  Mr. 
PulestOD ;  Anewer,  Hr.  CaiDpbell-Banner- 
mao        39.  II 

Ifavy  and  Army  EspmHUir*^  1862-3 
Cooalderad  ift  Committae  /ufySl,  18M;  BflM>> 

lationa  agreed  to 
B«folation«  reported  Aug  1 

JhtktrlmUk,  See  title  SirMtt  8*ta«- 
mmtU — of  Tmtm — Crtw  0/  th$ 
"  Nimo  *^ 

Heweastle  (Sufpter  Bill  [b.i.] 

Lord  Bithepof  Dwh*m) 
I.  RoTal  Aawnt  Jtify  98  \Vl  *  48  Viet.  «.  83] 

NnrsBGATB,  Mr.  0.  N.,  Warumk*hir$f  N. 

Parliameal— The  Uoaae  of  Lords  and  the  Re- 

preeentation  of  the  People  Bill,  670 
Parliament — Busineai  of  the  Hoaie — Com- 
mittee of  Supply— Standing  Order  490a, 
Rea.  1868, 1S69.  1879 
Supply — Criminal  Proaeeutlona,  Ae.  In  Ire- 
land, 1107. 1211 
Ooneral  Valtiation,  Ao.  in  Ireland,  360 
Ixwnl  QoTflmment  Board,  Ae.  in  Ireland,  81 
Keliaf  of  Generat  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 


Hew  ParidiMAotiuidClnirehBniUliigf 
Aeti  Amendment  Bill  [b.l.] 

(  The  Lord  ArakUtkop  of  Canterbury) 
I.  Read «>•  /wlir 3i  (No.  171) 

tf.  Beadl«*,A(^38  [BiU819] 

Nicholson,  Hr.  W.  Newzak-,  Newmrk 

Parliament~-FnIaao  of  Westminster — Wert- 
minster  Hall— BritlA  lfaienm.,81ff 

KoLAir,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Oalway  Co. 
Army  Eatimatea — Chelsea  and  KUmalahaDi 
Hospitals,  763 
Miseellaneous  EfTeotive  Serriees,  796 
Ont-Pensiona,  166,  768.  790,  781 
Retired  Pay,  Ao.  746.  750 
Inbnts,  Comm.  adit  tl-  608,  610;  Consid. 
1016,  1017 

Ireland— Irish  Land  Coramisrion  (SuVOom- 
missionera) — Sitting  at  Tnam,S6 

Ireland— National  Sehool  Teachers,  Res.  1383. 
1386 

Magiatratea  (Ireland)  Salaries.  2R.  798,  799, 
800 

roblfo  Health  (Ireland)  (Districts),  2R.  1012 
Supply— Conatabalary  Foroe  in  Ireland,  1461, 
1501  ' 
Orimtnal  Prosecations,  Ao.  In  Ireland,  969, 

I21T 

Embaasiesand  Missions  Abroad,  1967 
General  Register  Uonse,  Edinbanrii,  677, 
681 

Local  GoTemment  Board,  dto.  in  Irslaad, 
69,  83,  8i 

PnUie  Works  in  Ireland,  109  . 

Redemption  of  OonsoUdated  Pond  Allov- 
anoes,  1890 

Reformatory  and  Indtutrial  Seho(da,  Ire- 
land. 684 

Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  NaTigatlon  (Ooit  of 
Repairs).  Comm.  696 

NoBTHBBooK,  Earl  of  (First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty) 
Colonial  Naval  Delenoe*Act,  1896 — Colonial 

War  Vessels,  1389,  1848 
Mnnielpal   Eleotiona   {Cormpt  and  IllegiU 
Praetieea),  9R.  1146,  1146:  Comm.  ot.  5, 
1717 ;  el.  40,  1718 ;  add.  el.  1719 

NoBTBOOTX,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  S.  H., 
I>evon,  IT. 
l£gfft^C9ahreiM9,  968.  878, 874, 1 184. 1 186, 
1137  ;  Ministerial  Statement,  1097, 1698, 
1699,  1660,  1763,  1?«S,  17M 
Polioy  of  fl.  M.  0«Ter>mtnt,  1689 
Municipal  Eleotioni   (Corropt   and  Ill^al 

Praetieea).  949 
Parliament— Supply— BoiiDMS  of  tiM  Uonse, 
1630 

Snp^y— Oraom  Rirar  Territory,  Ao.  1114 
Belief  of  Oenatal  G«ido»— Vote  ef  Credit, 
1689, 1687, 1788 

NoBTHOOTB,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Sxtier 

Manioipal   Eleotiona   (Cormpt  and  ItlejraJ 
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i^oMtion,  Mr.  BiriibMk;  Aniww*^  Lord  Ed- 
DWod  FiUuuuiriM  Aj»g  6, 1740 

NoKTOM,  Lord 

PErliftment— Pftlaoe  of   WMtmiaitw— Wctt- 
Dloitor  HftU,  83$ 

O'Bbibne,  Colonel  F.,  L4Urim 

Iralind  —  Roads  and  BridgM  —  Dromberiff 

Bridg«,  Go.  Ldtrim.  648.  1749 
Supply — Iriih  Lud  Comminlon,  1308 


O'Beiih,  Sir  P.,  SinaU  Co. 
Matloua  Sobool  ToMbon  (Inluid).  Rw.  1403 

O'OoNKOB,  Ur.  A.,  QueeiCt  Co. 

Amy  EstiinktM — Gh«l«Mi  and  Kilmunham 
Hoipitals,  Amendt.  IBS,  700 
War  Office,  794.  787.  743 
BaDkrnpto;  Aot,  ]88B~Windinf-iip  of  Pro- 

oecdingt,  890 
Cirit  Serf  ice  WriUri — Order  is  Connoil  187«, 
1740 

Egypt  —  GoDfereooe,   MinbterUl  Statement. 
16M 

EnnU  io  tbe  Sogdan— Qeoersl  Gordon 
867 

InfitnU.  Comm.  el,  8,  104 
IrtUnd— QueotioQB 

Inland  NaripitioD  and  Drainage— Drainago 

of  tbe  Rirer  Barrow,  1057 
Inland  Revenue  Offloe, Dublin — SaUrici,  640 
Poor  Law — Election  of  Guardiaaa — Carlow 

Unioo.  1104  ; — Bdendorry  Union,  King'i 

Co.  801,303,  803 
Pott  Offlee— Mailt  betwoen  Dablio  and 

Cork,  600 

Ireland— National  Sohool  Teaohen,  Rei.  1893, 
1894,  1408 

Metropolia— State  of  tbe  StreeU  at  Nigbt,  880 
Military  Peoiione  and  Teoouinrjr  Paj,  Leare, 
1«8 

Parliament— Public  Bnsinen— Iriab  WOm  in 
the  Honee  of  Lords.  660 
Snpplj—Busiaesi  of  tbe  House.  1031.  1533, 
1038,  1038 

Parliament — Bosinesa  of  tbe  Booae — Com* 
mittee  of  SQp|d]r— Standing  Order  430a. 
R«i.  1374 

Supply— Oommiisionera  of  Edoeation  in  Ire- 
land for  Endowed  Sobools,  1801 
CommissionerB  of  NaUonal  EdgoaUoa  in 
Ireland,  1814  :  Amendt.  1833, 1800,  1861. 
1803,  18S4,  1866 
Conatabnlary  Foroe  in  Ireland,  1518 
Coarts  of  Law  and  Jnatioe  in  Sootland, 
668, 067 

Orlminal  ProseeatioDi,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 

Amendt.  903 
Qeneral  Valnation,  Ao.  of  Ireland,  210,  301 
Irish  Land  Oommissioa,  1399.  1308 
Law  Ofaarges,  374 

UiMellaneons  Obaritable  and  other  AIlow< 

anoes  Id  Ireland,  1888 
Hisoellaneona  Expenses,  1890 
National  Gallery,  HS6 
Pauper  Lnnatics,  Ireland,  1686 
Poblie  Works  In  Irdand,  173,  178,  170, 

181,  180,  100 


O'CoraoB,  llr.  A.—CMU. 

Reformatory  and  Indutrial  Sebeola  ia  Ire- 
land,  MoUon  tor  tfortiag  Progiw, 
1330. 1430 
Begistrmr  General's  OAoe,  Ireland,  308 
Sapemnnwtion  and  Retired  Allowaneas  to 
Persons  formerly  Employed  in  the  PabUe 
'  Servioe.  *e.  1870. 1871, 1878 
Sepreme  Coart  of  Jadieatnre.  363,  370,^1 
TMoben*  PMuioQ  O&so.  Icdaad.  1868 


O'OoNVOB,  ICr.  T.  p.,  Oaboajf 

Ireland— dnesUoBt 

Enigralloft— Tba  Tdta  EnignrtiM  Fud, 
660  ' 

Poor  Law  GnardianS)  003 
Post  OfiHoe— Gal««7  HaUs,  1117,  1178;— 
Letter  Carriera— Poftunna  Lattar  Gar- 

rier.  1178 

Parltameat— Sspply— BoiineM  of  1^  Hmm, 

1087 

Supply — Commissioners  of  National  Edaea- 

tion  in  Ireland.  1847,  1800 
Coniubulary  Foroe  in  Ireland.  1013. 1014 
Criminal  Proseentlona.  Ae.  in  Ireland,  808, 

1108 

General  ValaaUon,Ae.  In  Ireland,  938,  940. 

341 

Loeal  Government  Board,  Ac.  In  Iralaad, 

00.  01. 53.  03. 07.  08.  70,  80,  SI 
National  Gatlei?,  1437 
PuUio  Works  lo  Ireland.  166 
Record  OOeo,  Ireland,  SOO,  901 
Registrar  Oenaral's  OtDee,  Ireland.  300 


O'DoNKXLL,  Ifr.  F.  H.,  JhtngurvM 
Italy — Confiseatton  of  the  ProfagaDda  Pn> 
perty.  1183 
Rome — Endowments  of  tbe  Propaganda, 

1583 

Law  and  Police — County  of  Waterford,  660 
National  School  Tenchera  (Ireland),  Kes.  1401 
Parliament — Public  Buiineu — Irish  Bills  in 

the  Uonae  of  Lor>l«,  664 
Supply — Constabulary  Foree  in  Ireland,  1510 
Embassief  and   Mission*  Abroad,  1615. 
1616;  Amendt.  1684.  1663,  1667 
West  India  Islands— Condnot  of  a  Colonial  Ott- 
elal,  1176 


0*GoBUAN  Mabon,  The,  Clart 
.  fiiagiatniM  (IreUnd)  Sabviet,  9R.  833 


Okslo-w,  Mr.  D.  E.,  Guildford 
Asia  (Central) — Delimttaiion  of  the  Afghan 

Frontier,  638,  039, 1077,  1078,  1587 
MMropolia— Bute  of  the  StreeU  at  Ni|^t, 

333 


OaxiruoBE  AND  Bbowne,  Lord 
Sheriff  Court  Houses  (Seolland)  Amwdrntnl, 
3R.  3,0 


O'Shba,  Mr.  "W.  H.,  Clare 
Supply — Gonstabalary  Pone  ia  Irvhwd. 
Contour  SM9iM^4ma>OOgle 


OSU        PAL      {SESSION  18S4} 

*9i. 


PAB  FAB 


CSuiiiviiT,  Mr.  W.  H.,  ZmmtwA  Co. 

Inland — Qnestions 

ETiotioni— Bftroay  of  Osatl«^  Co.  Una- 
rick,  642 

Foot  Law— Election  of  OnardEans,  Newi? 

Union  —  Illsgal  Aoiion  of  Rotnrning 

ODoer,  090 
PriMW^r^to  Govflrnor  of  Umoiiek  PrlKn 

— SopAraDBoatioo,  330 
Snp^j— ComtabuloT/  Fone  In  Inland,  1438 

Otwat,  Sir  A.  J.  (Ohainnan  of  Oom- 
mitteeB  of  Ways  and  Ueans  and 
Deputy  Speaker),  RoehnUr 
Arm/  Eatimatei— Ghalseft  and  Kilnuinham 
Hospitali.  758 
Rewards  for  DlsUngaiahed  SorftoM,  743, 
74* 

War  Offloe.  733,  733 
loranta,  Oomm,  tl.  4,  0<H> 
Navy  Ettimatea— Uiacellaneona  Senricea,  784, 
789 

Pablio  Works  Loans,  Comm.  tl.  S,  468 
Sup^/ — Comm.  87ft 

Commiaiiotiara  of  National  Ednoation  in 

Irelaod,  1822 
CoQsnlar  Servioea,  1694 
Court  of  Bankrnptoj,  Ireland,  1319 
CrlmiDal  Proaeeations.  Ao.  in  Ireland,  040, 

036,  ess,  078. 1301 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1616, 

1691 

Qeneral  Valuation,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  818 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1384, 1283,  1394, 
1200,1308 

Looal  Gorerameot  Board,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 
57,66, 80,144 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  1890 

Nntional  Gallerj,  1434 

Bedamption  of  Consolidated  Fund  Allow, 
anoes,  1890 

KeformatoTf  and  Indutrial  Schools  in  Ire- 
land. 1433 

Ref  istration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  878 

Snperannuatton  and  Retired  Allowanees  to 
Pareons  formeri;  Smployod  Id  the  PabUo 
Service,  Ao.  1877 
Supreme  Conrt  of  Judloatare '  Amandmant, 
Comm.  add.  el.  1435 

OvtrJiead  Ttltgraph  Wiret — Legislation 
Question,  Sir  Aleiander  Gordon  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
George  Rusaell  July  33,  40;  Question,  Sir 
Benry  T;ler  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gaorgo  Rossell 

Jultf  34,  316 

Oyrter  Cnltiration  (Ireland)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Prttideni) 

I.  Read  2*,  after  short  debate /uZy  22, 7  (No.  197} 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Jufy  84 
Read  3*  *  July  28 

Pi.asT,  Mr.  S.  H.,  8omert$t$hir$,  Mid 
Contagion!  Diseases  (Animals)— Swine  Perer 
—Cirales  of  Isolation,  31 

Paluxr,  Mr.  0.  M.,  Dm-hamy  N, 
SUp  Brokmfa  (PnumX  Ml 


l^atUament 

LORDS- 

PMie  Btuinm—Buryh  Petiec  and  Biattk 
(Seetlmd)  Bill,  Question,  Obsarrations,  Lord 
Balfour;  Kepi/,  The  Eari  of  Dathonslo 
July  28,  612 

Palac4  of  yVe$tmituter—W4itmintter  Ball, 
Question,  Obeervations,  Lord  Norton,  The 
Marqneu  of  Lothian ;  Rapiv,  Lord  Sndolw 
July  28,  638 

Private  Bill*—Amendmenlt  to  Standing  Orderi 
Moved,  That  the  Standing  Ordera  relating 
to  Private  Bills  be  ameoded— (I.)  All  Billi 
(not  being  Estate  Bills)  seeking  power,  with 
referenoe  to  certain  subjects  (which  aro  set 
out  at  length),  are  in  their  Orders  termed 
Looal  Bills,  and  are  divided  into  two  claasai, 
according  to  the  subjects  to  wbfcli  they 
respeetivel/  relate.  (2.)  Notices  in  reference 
to  Street  Tramways  Bills  ;  Subwajr  Bills ; 
difaraions  of  watar^aposit  of  maps,  plans, 
and  diagrams ;  deposit  of  Bills  precedent  to 
applications  ;  estimates  ;  proofs  of  consent ; 
restrictions  as  to  mortgage  [and  other  psr> 
lioulars]  "  (The  Earl  of  RedeadaU)  Jvly  39, 
838  ;  alter  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to 
Moved,  "  That  the  Standing  Orders  in  rela- 
tion to  Labouring  Class  Dwellings  ba 
amended,  and  New  Orders  added  "  ( The  3iarm 
gue$t  of  •SoUMwy) ;  Motion  agreed  to  (No. 
324) 

PrivaU  BUU  (tiaitwayi)—2feu/  Standing  Order 

Moved  to  rasolTo,  "  That  when  a  Chamber  of 
Commerce  or  Agrioaltnn,  or  other  simUar 
bodjr  snflleientl/  represonting  a  parlionlar 
trade  or  business,  in  an/  district  to  which 
an/  Railwa/  Bill  relates,  petition  against 
the  Bill,  alleging  that  such  trade  or  business 
will  bo  injurioosl/  a&ected  b/  the  rates  and 
fares  proposed  to  be  authorised  b/  the  Bill, 
or  is  injarionsi/  affected  b/  the  rates  and 
&rea  alread/  authorised  b/  Acts  relating  to 
the  railwa/  undertaking,  it afaall  becompetent 
for  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill 
is  referred.  If  the/  think  fit,  to  hear  the 
petitioners  or  their  counsel  or  agents  and 
witnesses  on  such  allegation  against  tha  BUI, 
or  an/  part  thereof,  or  agninst  tba  rates  and 
faree  anthorised  h/  the  said  Acts,  or  an/  of 
them  "  (  The  Lord  Bemtiktr)  July  22,  8 

After  short  dettate,  Amendt.  To  leave  out 
("  or  is  Injnrionsl/  affiscted  b/  tho  rates  and 
fares  alread/  authorised  b/  Acts  relating  to 
the  railwa/  undertaking "  ( T"**  Lord  JFin- 
marletgh)  ;  after  farther  short  debate,  on 
Question  t  agrted  to 

Then  it  was  moved  to  leave  out  ("anlborisad 
b/  the  said  Acts,  or  an/  of  them  ")  and  add 
at  end  ("  proposed  to  bo  authorised  b/  the 
same  ") ;  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  declared 
a  Standing  Order  (No.  207) 

Standing  Orderi— Labouring  Clati  Dwollingg 
Moved,   "That  the  proposed   Amandts.  to 
the  Hoase  of  Lords  Standing  Orders  on  La- 
bouring Class  Dwellings  be  printed  "(TA* 
Marqueii  of  Saliibury)  July  34,  878 
After  snort  debate.  Motion  agreet|^to 
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PABLIlHIin— «Ollf. 

COHMONS- 

C»mmtU€€  «f  PubHo  AecaKnt$—Th«  S*«r«t 

Service  fund,  Queations,  Mr.  Gnr ;  An- 

■w«n,  Mr.  TrtTelyan,  Sir  WiUlam  (Uroonrt, 

Mr.  OoBrtD«7f  Lord  Rieluvd  OrtMTaaor 

/«^98,  ftM 
PiAlit  BiUi—VnpriiiUd  BiUt,  ObMmlloni, 

Mr.  WMton  ^u^  1.1419 
7Ti«  Bouie  of  Lordi  and  the  Repre$$niation 

9fUu  PtopU  Bill,  Notion  of  Rotolution,  Mr. 

Willia ;  QoestioB,  Hr.  Newdegato  ;  Antwsr, 

Ur.  QladatOM  July  S8, 470  ;  QoeMion,  Mr. 

LabMaho*  ;  Ansvor,  Mr.  OladitOM  JiOu  89, 

8TS 

BVB1SB8S  OF  TBBBOUSBAND  PUBLIC 
BUSINESS 
Rwal  CourU  of  Juttic€  Bill,  Question,  Mr. 
Whitler  :  Anawer,  Mr.  Conrtney  Juty  22, 
ifi  ;  ~  Atlendante  of  Mtniiteri,  Qaeation, 
Lord  EsstuM  Cecil ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Courtoer 
Juiu  35,  493  •.—pYveedwre—Setiu  of  Lords 
Bills,  Obaenrationa,  Ur.  WartOD ;  Reply,  Mr. 
Gladatone  July  25,  633  ;—Iriih  BUlt  in  th$ 
Btnue  of  Lordt,  Qoeationa,  Mr.  Pvnell,  Mr. 
O'Donnell ;  Anawera.  Mr.  Glxdatone  July  38, 
M9; — ProgreM  of  Public  Butitteii,  (Inea- 
lion,  Lord  Randolph  Churohill :  Anawer,  Mr. 
Gladatone  Juhf  39,  871  Burgh  Police  and 
BeaHhiSoaUemd)  AiU, i^ueatian.  General  Sir 
GtOTf*  Balfour ;  Aniwer,  The  Lord  AdToeate 
/u^Sl.lISS 

PuMi  «r  WianiunnB 

Moute  of  Comment— Teleffrapkie  Newt-reeord- 
Inttntmtnt  for  TJi9  of  M«mher$,  <lnei- 
tion,  Mr.  Gray  ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefefre 
/tdy  34,  817 

WutmmUr  Hail,  Qneattooa,  Sir  Omtm 
Oampbell,  Mr.  GarMidlah  fimtioek,  Vb. 
Mitcbell  Hwrr;  Answm,  Mr.  Oladrtone, 
Mr.  Shaw  Leferre  Aua  4,  1ST8;— TAtf 
Britith  Buttmmt  QoMtHm,  Mr.  Newiam- 
Nioholion :  Anawer,  dir  John  Lobboeli 
Jidy  34,  315 

W«MnUniUrB^{WeH Front),  (^neatlona,  Sir 
Gaorge  Carapbell,  Mr.  Diok-Peddio ;  Aq- 
ffwm,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefcm  Jmly  34,  807  ; 
t^noatloas,  Mr.  Diok-PeddIo ;  Anawera,  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefcfre  Juty  8U  1107^-A'(«  of  the 
(Hd  Lent  Ctmia,  HvhOoo,  Sir  Oaorga 
Oanpbail ;  Aaiwvr,  Mr.  Gladttom  Aug  1, 
188T 

DittHhitvmi^the  BMmU*  to  Memben,  (^nei- 

tion,  Mr,  Tomlinaon  ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Coartnef 

Jt^Sl,  1171 
ParUamtntart/  Sleetioiu—The  New  Befftiter, 

I^Mtitm,  Sir  Edward  WatUa  ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Hibbert  AugS,  1750 
*<AMu'iylM  P^rfieled  Tma-Writert^"  Qaea- 

tlon,  Mr.  LabonehaN;  Aniww,  Mr.  Shaw 

Laforrv^ai,  1173 

ParKtmmt — Bwinm  of  th0  Bw*$ — Com- 
miilee  of  Supply— Standir^  Order 
426b 

PoetpoDeoaent  of  Motion,  Mr.  GladiloDe; 
QnaAione,  Lord  Randolpfa  Chnnhiil ;  An- 
awera, Mr.  Gladitono  July  81, 1188 

[eeNf, 


Parliament  ■  -Bunnm  of  <A<  Bou»~-Commmtm 
of  Supply — Standing  Order  4S5«— eoot. 
HoTod,  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  S«o- 
aion,  the  Standing  Order  of  the  37tb  of 
November,  188S.  relatinf  to  Notleeaon  goinc 
into  Committoe  of  Supply  on  Monday  and 
Thnrsday,  be  extended  to  Saturday"  (Mr. 
Cnaditfime)  Aug  I,  ;  after  short  debato, 
ftooaUon  pat;  A.  138,  N.  S3:  M.  100 
(D.  L.  301) 

Pm-lumeiU— Supply  —  Bmmm  ikt 
Beute 

MoTod,  ''That  thia  Hoom  wilt  immodiatalr 
reeolvt  Itaelf  into  Committee  af  Sayf»f  " 
(JTr.  Courtney)  Aug  8,  ISSO 

After  ahort  delnUe,  Amendt.  to  lea  re  oak 
"immediately,"  insert  "  upon  Uonday  next " 
{iMrd  Bandog  CAureUtf)  Q«estwB 
proposed.  "  That  *  imnadiatelr  *  dw. ;  "  after 
farthor  abort  dobat^  Qaeat'ea  pat,  and 
negalired 

Qoeatioa,  "That  'upon  Monday  next'  Ae." 
pat,  and  agreed  to 


Parliament — Standing  Ordtrt 
SUoding  Order.  No.  1,  9nd  Claes  read  Aug  1, 
1840 

Amendtto  inaert  after  "  atreet " 

"  Sabway,  to  be  oaed  for  the  eonfwyanco  of 
paasengera,  animala,  or  gooda,  in  earriagea, 
or  truoka,  drawn  or  propelled  on  raila  "  iMr. 
Hottnt) ;  Question  proposed,  "  That  tbooe 
words  be  there  inserted  .-"  alter  short  debato, 
Question  pat,  and  agraad  lo 

Standing  Order  No.  0  read 

Amendt.  lo  add. 

*'  The  Notices  ahall  also  atato  what  power  it  if 
intended  to  employ  for  moriog  earriagea  or 
tracks  upon  the  Tramway  "  {Mr.  Eoimt) ; 
QoeatioD  propoeed.  "  That  tlMse  worda  bo 
there  added  ;"  after  ahort  dobate,  QoobUob 
put,  and  agreed  to 

Remaining  Amendta.  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid;  Ordara  bo  Staodiiv 
Order*  of  this  Hoaoo 


ParUavtMt  —  Pdlaeo  of  WntmiiuUr — 
HonuoofCommtnu — ^mU^eUiam  oftko 
Bmuo 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  in. 
quire  into  the  Ventilation  of  the  House  ban 
power  to  inquire  aa  to  the  noziona  smella 
which  oeoasionally;  perrade  the  Uooae,  and 
into  the  cause  of  the  aame  (Jfr.  WilKmm 
Henry  Smith)  July  33 

Question,  Mr.  TbonritI  Rogers ;  Answer,  Sir 
William  llaroonrt  /u/y  28.  600 ;  Qoestioo. 
Mr.  Borlaee  ;  Answer,  Sir  Charlea  W.  Ulko 
July  81, 1 188 


FABiraLL,  Mr.  0.  8.,  Cork  City 

Ireland — Questions 

Magiatrates  Salaries,  874,  875 

Poor  Law  Gnardiana,  503 

I'roTontion  of  Grime  Aot,  1888— Kztn 

Royal  W^cSlmSm^^^iii^^lO 


PAB        PIO        fSBSBION    1B84)         FIE  PRE 


Pisnu,  Mr.  0.  S.—e«iU, 

IreUod— N«tiooaI  Sflhool  TeMlwrs,  Rm.  1410 
Parliament — Pablio  BuaineH — Iriab  Billi  in 

the  House  of  Lorda,  663 
Snpplj  —  ConstabuUr;  Force    in  Ireland, 
Atnendt.  1478,11480,  1490.  im,  IfflT. 
1018.  1010 

Criminal  ProMoationi,  io.  in  IraUnd,  010, 
02J, 933 

Police  in  Oounties  and  BoroughB  io  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  Ao.  408,  411,  418 

Pablio  Workt  in  Ireland,  178 

SaperannnaUon  and  Retired  Allovaooes  to 
Pemnu  formerlj  Emplojed  in  the  PuUio 
SerriM,  dw.  1889, 1880 

Pt»M  Prutrvatkn  {Ir»limi)  Act,  1881— 
PoUm  Sui  at   SaUtgoriMU,  Co. 
WtOerford 
Qoeitioni,  Mr.  Learn/ ;  Antwen,  Hr.  Tre- 
Tsl^aa  Atfy  80.  1040 ;  Auff  1, 1384 

FsjlBB.  Sir  J.  W.,  Durham,  8. 
Week  Indie*  (Jainaioa)—ImportatioD  of  Cooliei, 


Feddie,  Mr.  J.  BiOK-,  XiJmamoei,  j-^. 
Borfb  Pollee  and  Health  fSeotland),  Comm. 
1001 

Palaoe  of  Weetminster — Westminiter  Hall 

(Weet  Front),  808,  1167,  1168 
Sootiand — Law  and  Jnttioe— Island  of  Lewis 
CoDTigtion  for  Assault,  1561 
Post  Ofllott— IrrecnlArltiee  ia  Sonth  Uist, 
1155 

Snpplf — Commissioners  of  National  Ednoa- 

lion,  Ireland,  1868 
General  Register  Bouse,  Edinburgh,  573 
Lord  Adroeate's  Department,  im.  Con- 

neeted  with  Criminal  ProeeediDgf  in 

Seetland,  849 
Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  1987 

FiBL,  Bight  Hon.  A.  W.  (<m  Bpukbb, 

The) 

FSel.  Bight  Hon.  Sir  B.,  Huntingdon 
Ball,  Barnsle;,  and  West  Riding  Jnnotion 
Railway  and  Dock  (Money),  Consid.  ;3R. 
1034 

Inland  Rereaoe— Carriage  Tax,  Res.  617 
Literatnre,  Soienoe,  and  Art — The  Ro/al 

Academy.  857.  871 
Saes  Canal,  869 

Supply — Criminal  ProHontions,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 
1205,  1316 
National  Gallery,  1423,  1433,  1434,  1437 
SwiUerland— -SalTationiets,  1175 
Wellington  SUtoe,  1878 

PBBOT,  Lord  A.  M.  A.,  Wetiminatfr 
Inland  Revenue— Carriage  Tax,  Res.  605 
Poor  Uw  (MetropoUB)~P(daiHl  Street  Work- 
hooM— Mr.  Bliss.  1180 

PioToiiT,  Mr.  J.  A.,  LHeuUr  Borough 
Ohnroli  and  the  Colonies — Grenada,  1560 

VOL.  COXOL      [thud  uuibs.] 


Pier  and  Harbour  FroviiUmal  Ordan 

Bill  [Hx.] 

c.  Committee*  {on  rt-wvm.) ;  Report  /uly  34 
ConsidofMl  •  Jvlv  35  [Bill  3591 

Read  8*  •  July  98 

Playfair,  Bight  Hon .  Sir  Lyon,  Sdin- 
hurgh  and  St.  Andrtw't  Uhivortittoi 
Snpply— Commissioners  of  National  Ednoatlon 
in  Ireland,  1804, 1896 


Poor  Law  QuardianB  drelaiid)  Bill 

(n«  lord  PntidMil) 
I.  MoTod,  "Tbat  the  BUt  be  now  read  S»" 
July  34,  382 
Amendt.  to  leave  ODt  ("now")  add  ("this 
day  three  months  ")  ( Th€  Earl  of  Longford} ; 
aftiar  short   debate,  on   Question,  That 
("now,")  Ae.  t  Cont.  41,  Not-Cont.  110; 
H.  69 ;  resolved  in  the  negative  ;  Bill  to  bo 
read  3*  tbia  day  three  months    (No.  301} 
Dlv.  List,  Cont  and  Not-Cont.,  904 
«.  QneaUons,  Hr.  Pamell,  Hr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  ; 
Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone  Jvijf  98. 009 

Poor  Law  (M«tropoli$)'~Polmi  Stntt 
WorhKouM—Mr.  Bliu 
Question,  Lord  Algernon  Perey ;  Answer.  Hr. 
George  Rnsesll  Jylf  81. 1180 


Post  Office  {QuMiiont) 

Newtpwptrtt  Question,  Mr.  Gray ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Fawoett  Jvlu  28,  653 

Overhead  Telegraph  Wtrea — Legialaiion,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Alexander  Gordon ;  Answer,  Mr. 
George  Russell  July  32,  40  ;  Question,  Sir 
Honry  Tyler ;  Answer,  Mr.  George  Russell 
July  24,  316 

Tfu  Oalwatf  MaiU,  Questions,  Hr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Sezton ;  Answen,  Hr.  Faw- 
oett /«fy81, 1177 

Th4  Pareet  Poit—Thg  EaaUm  ZHHria  of 
Zondon,  Question,  Mr.  Ritchie;  Answer, 
Hr.  Fawcett  July  96,  631  i—Sortera  and 
Letter  Carriera,  Question,  Hr.  Ilnrrington  ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Fawoett 3 1 ,  1173 

rA«  Teltpkono  Companiea,  Questions,  Ur. 
Jaoob  Bright,  Hr.  Gray ;  Answers.  Hr. 
Fawoett  Jvly  34,  335 

The  Telephone,  Question,  Mr.  Qray ;  Aniwer, 
Mr.  Gladstone  July  29,  868 

[See  tide  Zrokmd—Pa^  OfM} 

Pott  Offia  Proteeiion  Sill 
Qneation,  Baroa  Henry  Do  Worms ;  Aaiwer, 
Hr.  GUdstone  Atig  1.  1867 

P0WI8.  Earl  of 

Army  (Offleers)— Voluntary  Retirement!— 
Now  Warrant,  Hotioa  for  an  Address,  617 

Prevention  of  Crime  {Ir^nd)  Act,  1882 
Extra  FoKee,  Question,  Mr.  Parnell;  Answer, 

Mr.  Trevelyan  i^ti^  1,  1364 
Extra  Police  at  Limerick,  Question,  Hn. 

Synan :  Answer.  Ux.\J^n^\la/ip^&€ 

3  S  [evnt. 


PtJB 


PtJB 


PTJL 


pMvenHon  of  Crime  {IrfUmS)  Act,  1883— oont. 
Extra  Police,  C«,  Tjfmte,  <lm§tiov,  YiMoant 
OriahtoD ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tmel/an  Jttlm  S8» 
MS 

PairUk  Farrjf—Con^eHMtian  JTOMfv.  fttwi- 
Tba  Soliaiter  GsMna  for  Infamd  Aug  4,  IMS 

Ptisoni  Bill 

( Jfr.  Eibbtrt,  Secretary  [Sir  JFHtiam  Eareouri) 
e.  Committee  * ;  Report ;  read  8*>  July  31  [Bill  393] 
I.  RMd  I**  (£.  DaUumeie)  Jvhi  30  (No.  318) 

Raad  S*  •  Jitfy  81 

Committee*  ;  Rmort  Aug  1 

Prisona  (Ireland)  (Cost  of  ConTe^ance  of 

PrisoiterB)  Bill    (The  Lord  Pruidmt) 
h  Committee*  ;  Report  Julf  SS      (No.  IM) 
R«ad8>*/K^34 

Royal  AiMnt  Julg  S8     [47  *  48  Viet. «.  88] 

Froseontioii  of  Oflbnces  Bill 

/JO".  Owrbriy,  Steretary  Sir  William  Harcovrt, 
Xr.  Siibert) 

e.  Read  9*.  after  abort  debate  July  98,  5M 
Committee  •  ;  Report  JvJy  28      [Bill  987] 
Considered  *  ;  read  S«  July  39 

h  Re»d  1«*  (S.  Aitt«wt<)  July  81  (No.  383) 
R«ad  a*,  after  abort  debate  Jug  6,  1720 

MUe  Health 

Cholera — Bagt  from  Marteillei,  QuettionB,  Sir 

Frederick  Milner,  Mr.  Tattoo  Egorton,  Mr. 

JoHph  Coven ;  AoBwen,  Sir  Oharlci  W. 

Dilke  July  38,  504 
Ihainage   of  London,   ObMrrattoDS,  Lord 

Forbes;   Reply,  The  Earl  of  Dalbousie 

Aug  5, 1781 
Importation  of  BuUerxne  and  Olwrntrgeofime, 

Cliiestioo,  Mr.  Gay  Dawnay  ;  Annrar,  Mr. 

Dodion  July  93,  41 
The  Ofper  tmi  hovm  Tk/m/nt  QaaitioD,  Kr. 

Labooobere ;  Atuver,  Str  Cbaries  W.  Dilke 

July  24,  818 

CemdiltUra  of  the  Thamet,  Question,  Mr. 
Tborold  Roffen  ;  Aniwor,  Sir  WUIlam  Har- 
oout  Juty  98.  888 

Vaeeination 

Question,  Hr.  Oopwood  ;  Answer,  Mr.  George 
RuBsell  July  24,  806 

Alleged  Death  from  Vaeeinatim,  Qneetion, 
Mr.  Hopwood ;  Anawor,  Mr.  Ooorga  Ruuell 
Jufy  98.  854 

The  Dembury  Quardiemt,  Qimtioo,  Hr.  Hop- 
wood  ;  Anawer,  Mr.  Georce  RnueU  July  20, 
888 

[See  titlw  MAropolU—  rawfiuMim] 
Pablic  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

(JTr.  JJmMi,  Sir  Edward  Seed,  Mr.  Arnold 

Morley) 

c  Bill  withdrawn*  /h^  80  [Bill  118] 


Public  Health  (Ireland)  (DiBfrietB)  Bill 

{Mr.  SoHeitor  Oeneral for  Irekmd) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  *  July  38  [Bill  811] 

Read  2',  after  ibort  debate  Juiy  39,  1019 

Committee*:  Report /uZv  30 

Conaidered  *  ;  read  3*  Jtuy  31 
(.  RmuI  1*  *  (Lord  Pretident)  Aug  1  (No.  SS8) 

Read  2«*.^tv4 

Committoa*  ;  Beport^ivff 

Pablie  Libraries  Acts  Amendment  BQI 

[B.L.]  (  The  Lord  Preeideni^ 

I.  Rogral  Attent  Jufy  38  [47  *  40  VieU  e.  97] 

Puhlio  Officet,  The  Nmo—The  Deeigna  for 
the  New  Admiralty  and  War  Opee* 
Question,  Observations,  Tbe  Earl  of  Wemyai, 
ViacooDt  Barrington ;  Replj,  Lord  Sadeley 
Aug  1,  1848 ;  <ipi«at{i»i,  Mr.  Barran  ;  An- 
awer, Hr.  Sbaw  .Leiime  Aug  4,  1878  i  Ob- 
serrations,  Lord  Lamingtoo;  Bei^,  hoti 
Sodelajr  ^1^0.1786 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill 

(Xr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Seriert  Oiadetome) 
c.  Read  3°*  July  33  [BUI  399] 

Order  for  Committee  read  JvXy  94,  477 

Moved,  "  That  it  be  an  lastmetiop  to  the 
Committee  on  Pnblio  Works  Loans  tbat  tbey 
bare  power  to  give  effect  to  tbe  re- 
oommendslions  of  the  Seleot  Committee 
on  Harbour  Aoeommodation  in  tbeir  Report 
of  1S83,  baving  reference  to  tbe  red  actios 
of  tbe  rate  of  intereit  obarged  on  advaneei 
made  under  'Tbe  Harboon  nod  Pkariog 
Totis  Act,  1881"'  (Mr.  Marjoriitmb) ; 
after  short  debate,  Moved.  *'Tbat  tba 
Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  (Mr.  Indenoiek) : 
Motion  withdrawn;  aftor  tether  ddbate^ 
Committee— B.P. 

Question,  Mr.  Maijorlbanka ;  Answer,  Ur. 
Courtney  July  38,  808 

Committee ;  Report  /w^  38,  £87 

Read  3*  •  July  38 
I.  Read  1»*  (Lord  Thurlow)  July  29    (No.  931) 

Read3-*/«iySl 

Committee*  ;  Report  Aug  I 

PuLxsToir,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Bovonport 

Army  Estimate!  —  MIsoellattMna  EflMUre 

Servioei,  671, 879, 709,  781 
Earl  of  DoTOn'a  EsUtee,  Rm.  848 
Egypt  —  Confereuee,   Mintsttrial  Statemrat, 

1629 

Hull,  Bamsley,  and  West  Ridinf  JoMtion 
Railway  and  Doek  {Uon«y},  Oouid.  SB. 

1037,  1030 

Metropoli»-Stato  el  the  Stmta  at  Niglit, 

883,  838 
Nary— Dook  yards—  Qoeations 

Commission  on  Dockyard  Work,  41 
Factory  Department — Compulsory  Retire- 
ment, 807 
Viaitlng  Timber  Inspeetor,  41 
NaTy  EstTmataa— Ualf-Payi  KeNmd  QUA 
Pay,  and  Retired       to  Ofltoere  of  tba 
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BED  BEV 


PoutmHT,  Mr.  J.  H. — eont. 

StraiU  SettlemeDU— Rajah  of  Tenoin — Crew 

of  the  "  Niwro,"  6«0,  801 
Sniflj — EmbuHtss  and  Uiuions  Abroad, 
1««9, 1670 

Bailor  of  Ganml  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
1660 

Bazkis,  Bigbt  H(ni.  H.  0.,  Cmbridgs 
Unwtrtity 
PaUio  Works  Loani,  Oomn.  add.  el.  ASS 
Sapply— Conrta  of  Law  and  Joatiee  in  Soot- 
land,  Ao.  580 
Ooncntl  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  580 
Lord  Advooata's  Department,  Ao.  Cenneetod 
with  Orimiiial  Proeeadlnm  in  Seotland, 

Refermatorjr  and  Indnstrtal  SehoolSt  Great 
Britain.  540 

Mailwa/ff  Regulation  Act  Ammdmmt — 

t^nestioo,  Mr.  CraiK-Sellar ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Ohamberlain  July  28,  048 

Baihoay»—Ch$ap  Traint  Act,  1883—7!^ 
Midland  Railway 
(^nestlon,  Mr.  Thorold  Rogers ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  July  26,  650 

BiXBAT,  Mr.  J.,  Falkirit  ^9. 

Sopplr — Courts  of  Law  and  Justies  in  SootUnd, 
Ae.  5«a,  565,  567 
Qeoeral  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  070 
Local  Government  Board,  Ae.  in  Ireland, 
147 

Prisons,  Seotland,  98S 
Saveut,  Ht.  J.,  XwmsfMto- 

EdneatioD  Department — Compulsory  Sobool 

Attflodanoe,  819 
Supply — Prisons,  England,  436 

Refbrmatorj  and  lodnstrial  Sohools,  Great 
Britain,  589 

Bbdesdale,  Earl  of  (Ohairman  of  Com- 
mittees) 

Eipiring  Laws  Cootinuanee,  SR.  1733 

Law  and  Police  (Metropolis)— Reform  Demon- 
stration, 634.  030 

Prlrate  Bills  (AmowlnMDta  to  Standing 
Orders).  Res.  WO 

Print*  Bills  (Railways)  —  New  Standing 
Order,  Rei.  17 

Represontatien  of  the  People— Autumn  Ses- 
sion, 18, 1845.  1734,  1738,  1739 

SmolM  Mnisanoe  Abatement  (Metropolis),  SR. 

im 

Beduosd,  Mr.  J.  E.,  N«u>  Robs 

Ireland— Poor  Law— Collector  of  Rates,  Ratb- 

keale  Union,  Co.  Limerick,  667 
IrWand— National  Sobool  Teachers,  Res.  1405 
Pariiament — Basinets  of  the  Ilonse— Commtt- 

tea  of  Supply— Standing  Order  425a,  Res. 

1S76 

Sopplr— IrUi  Lmid  GonunisHoiit  1384 


Eedmojto,  Mr.  "W.  H.  K.,  W^ex/ord 
Ireland — Poor  Law — Eleetion  of  Guardians, 
Newry  Union — Illegal  Action  of  Rotnm- 
iog  OfDoer,  539 
Royal  Irlih  ConstjAabiT^Head  Constable 
Irwin,  1749 

Supply— Criminal  Proseon^s,  A«.  la  Irtland 
940,  942 

Be&rmatory  and  Induslxial  B^ooli 
(Manx  Children}  Bill 

{TA4  Sari  ofBelhount) 

I.  Read  2'  •  July  22  (No.  SOO  ) 

Coinmilteo  *  :  Report  July  24 
Read  3«»/«Iy35 

Royal  Assent  July  28  [47  A  43  Tict.  0.  40] 

Ekid,  Mr.  B.  T.,  Hertford 
Supply — County  Courts,  871 

Supreme  Court  of  Judioatoro,  80S 

Ropreientation  of  th«  Peopl*  BiU 

TAs  Autumn  sittion.  Observations,  The  Earl 

of  Redesdale  ;  Reply,  Eart  GranTille  ;  short 

debate  thereon  July  23,  18 
Th4  Marqueit  0/  Sa&tbury  and  Mr.  QladOontt 

Personal  Explanation,  The  Harqoess  of 

Salisbury /HJy  81,  1127 
Notieo  of  QneaUon,  The  Eart  of  Bodeidalo 

Aug  1, 1840 

R«pr«»mtatum  of  tho  PeopU  Bill  and  Rt- 
dittrihution 
Qaestioo,  Obserrations,  The  Earl  of  Redesdale; 
Reply,  Eari  GnariUo ;  short  dobato  tbereon 
Aiv  8, 1784 

Bevenue,  ftc.  Bill 

(Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Strhert  Ola4»ton$) 

e.  Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  S«'' 
Jtdy  35,  507  ;  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  will,  upon  Tuesday 
next,  resolve  Itself  into  C<»nnittoe  on  tbo 
said  BiU  " 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  "  Tuesday,"  insert 
•'  Thursday  "  {Mr.  Warton)  v. ;  Qnestion* 
put,  "  That '  Tnesday,'  Ao.  ;  "  A.  58,  N.  8  ; 
M.5I  (D.  L.  188) 

Committee*— n.r.  July  S9  [Bill  800] 

Committee  ;  RopOTt,  after  sbfvt  delwt*  /h^  81, 
1830 

Bead  8°  *  Aug  1 
I.  Read  I-  •  (Lord  SwMty)  Aug  4    (No.  SU) 

R0V0nutf  Sfo.  (XtMMC,  ifo.) 
t.  Res.  ooDsidered  in  Committee,  and  ngroed  to 
July  S9,  870 
Bea.  reported  July  SO 

Bevision  of  Jurors  and  Voters  Lists 
{Dablin  County)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Pruident) 
'*  B^  A^tJTt^  S8  ^^<i8y^^^I^ 
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BcraEn,  Mr.  O.  T.,  Thwtr  EamUU 

Foit  OfBo*— P»rMl  PMt— Eajtera  Distriot 

of  LMdoB,  881 
Poblio  HMltb  (Metropoliaj'DMth  lUU  In 

LoodoB,  MS 

Boosss,  Ur.  J.  E.  Thorold,  8tmth»ark 
Hall,  Bunaler,  and  W«it  Riding  Junotloa 
Railway  and  Dock  (Uoner),  Consid.  SR. 
1099.  1030 

India— R«Tenu«  Settlemaat  Dapartment — Na- 
tive AppotDtmenU,  118S 

ParliaoMDt — Uonw  of  Oomnona— T«ntilation 
of  tba  IlooM,  860 

Pablio  Haalth— Condition  of  tba  ThamM.  flSS 

IUilwa7»-CbMp  Trmioa  Aot,  lesa-MUIand 
RaUwajr,  MB 

Bolls,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Mtnmouththirf 

Orown  Mlninf  Laam— ComndHioiMrf  of 
Wood!  MdFoMita,  IIM 

BoBKBXBT,  Earl  of 
Sbariff  Court  Hodmi  (SooOand)  Aneodment, 
SB.  907 

Bo8B,  Major  A.  H..  UaiitUM 

^fTPt  (Army  of  Oeeapation] — Ramleh  Bar* 
raeki,  1868 

Boyal  Conrto  of  Jottico  Bill 

{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Herbert  Ghtktone) 
«.  Order  for  Committee  read ;  Uoved,  "  That 
thla  Uoaee  will,  apon  Mondaj  neit,  reeolve 
Itaelf  Into  the  aaid  Committee  **  Jtify  24,  4T6 
Amondt,  to  leave  out  "  Monday  neit,"  inaert 
"Monday  4tb  August"  (Mr.  Warton)  v.; 
Qoestieo  propoaed,  "That  *  Monday  next,* 
Ao. :  "  <£uestion  put,  and  agreed  to 
BiU  withdrawn  •  July  81  [Bill  139] 

Borftl  Military  Asylum,  Chdliea  (Trans- 
fer) Bill  [H.L.]      {The  Lard  SudeUy) 
I  Royal  Aawnt  July  38  [47  &  48  Vift.  o.  83J 

BuBSBLL,  Mr.  G.  W.  E.  (Parliamentary 

Secretary  to  tibe  Local  Gh>Tenuaent 

Board),  Jyleshvry 
OTerfaead  Telegraph  Wiree,  40,  Sl6 
Poor  I«w  {Metropolia)— Poland  Street  Work- 

bouee— Mr.  Blise,  1180 
Public  Health— Vaccination,  807  i— Alleged 

Death  from,  964 ;— Oewabary  Gmrdiaae,  888 
TaeeinatioD  Act,  1887— Ereeham  Board^of 

tinardiana.  40 
Taeoinatlon  Acta~>Caae  of  the  Rot.  W.  Kaay, 

Great  Tarmoath,  1858 

Btlahdb,  Mr.  P.,  BumUy 

Army  Estimates— Retired  Pay,  Ao,  781 

War  Ofioe,  730 
Law  and  JnaUoe— Cironit  Ezpeniaa  of  Jndsw, 
1160 

Snp^y— Oenaral  ValaaUon,  <be.  of  Irdand, 
320.  338,  338,  938 
Loeal  Qofemment  Board,  ito.  in  Ireland, 
146 

Orange  Rivsr  Territory,  Ac.  1081 
Pablio  Proeeeutor't  Offloo,  974 


8aU  of  InUxicaiittg  Ztqwr*  m  SmnUy 
(  JTaln)  Aet—Op0rai%m  of  tU  Aa 
Queation,  Mr.  Warton  ;  Annrer,  Sir  William 
Haroonrt  July  34,  800 

Saxisbubt,  Marquess  of 

Obolen  tloapitali  (Ir^d),  Ooaun.  1148, 
1144 

Egypt— Conferenee,  818,  838,  1128 ;  IGab- 
terial  Statement,  1848 
Polioyof  II. M.  GoTflmmeat,  1718 

Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Ill^al  Prae- 
tieea),  3R.  1146;  Comm.  d.  5,  1718; 
Amendt.  1717  ;  add.  cl.  1718, 1710 

PriTate  Bills — Amendments  to  StandllBX  Or- 
ders, Res.  837 

RepreaenUtion  of  the  People.  BUI  and  Rodia. 
tribution,  1799 

Representation  of  the  People— Uarqnoaa  ef 
Saliabury  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  Personal  Ex- 
planation, 1137 

Smoke  Nuinnce  Abatement  (UotropoUs),  9R. 
1136 

Standing  Orders— Labonring  Class  Dwrilia|% 
Motion  for  Printing,  ITS,  980 

Salnum  Fuhm*t  Prottction 
Question,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  Mr.  CampbeU- 
Bannemun  July  34,  804 

SaTingi  Banks  Acts  Amendment  BOl 

[Mr.  FawMti,  Mr.  Courtney) 
e.  3  R.  deferred,  after  debate  July  34, 489  [BiU  977] 
Questions,  Lord  Arthur  Hill,  Ur.  Moon  ;  An* 
Bwers,  Mr.  Conrtaey  July  36,  493 

SouTXB-BooTH,BiffhtHon.G-.finnil«»i^. 
Burgh  PoUee  and  Health  (SootUnd).  Coibbi. 
1000 

Egypt — Conference,  1186 

Public  Works  Loans,  Comm.  ttdd.  H.  89S 

SooTLAin)  {QMtttiim*) 

Law  and  Juttiae—Jeland  of  Lewi* — Onmetim 
for  Attault,  Question,  Mr.  Diok-Peddie ; 
Aniwer.  The  Lord  Adroeato  Amg  4,  1861 

Northtm  LighU  CommMMitn—IJgkaemm 
on  Fair  itU,  Qnestloo,  Mr.  J.  W.  Barelay ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Chamberlain  July  96,  491 

Poor  L<m—Appoi»tnunte  u$Ubr  ih»  Board  ff 
SupfrvirioH — Metere.  A.  M'Ximum  X 
Meu^n,  Question,  Dr.  Cameroa ;  Anew, 
The  Lord  Adrooate  JWy  98,  669 

Po$t  Ofiet 

IrrtguUtriJUt  in  South  UiMt,  Question,  Mr. 
Dick-Peddie ;  Anawer.'Mr.  Faweett  Jt^  SI, 
1168 

PoOta  PadHtiei  in  Lewi*.  Qaestion,  lb. 
Maobrlane ;  Aniwer.  Mr.  Pnwootfc  S9* 
880 

The  ifuMwin  of  Sei€ne«  and  Art,  Edinitwpk, 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Bnobanaa;  Aoiwwr,  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefem  July  34,  899 

SooTi,  Mr.  M.  B.,  Suuex,  E. 

Supply— Commiaaioners  of  National  fidneati— 
in  Inland,  W§«zed  byLjOOglC 
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SBI30&KB,  Earl  of  (im  Osutobllob,  The 

Lobd) 

Sbuab,  Mr.  A.  0.,  Saddington, 
Railmor  Scgahtion  A«k  ADwndmmt,  MS 

Sbxton,  Mr.  T.,  SUgo 

Inhob,  Comm.  el.  8, 197 
Inland  —  Qnestiona 

Grime  and  Oalrage— Attaok  on  tbe  Reti* 
dent  Magistrate,  Co.  Sligo.  SS3 

Edueation,  187 

FiifaeiT  Lawi — Clerk  and  Inipeotor  Sal- 
mon FUieriet,  BalljrBhannon,  309 
Fiaherr  Pien  and  Uarboara — Anghria  Pier, 

Co.  Sligo,  33 
Labonrera'  Act,  1883 — Ballfmeoa  Board  of 

Gaardiana,  310,  S13 
Lav  and  Jnatioe— Tbe  Tnbberonnr  Pri- 

aonora,  SM,  08S 
Loeal  GoTemtnent  Board  —Mr.  J.D.  Elliott, 
Rate  Colleetor  for  tbe  Blaekrook  Town- 
ahip  Oommissionera,  340 
Magiatraor— Mr.  J.  B.  Frith,  86,  37, 88 
Orange  Proeeaalona— 12th  of  3v\j  Celebra- 

tiona— Onnge  Arob,  Glenarm,  855 
PoBt  OtBoe— Dublin  Poafc  OeOee— Subatitn- 
Uoa  of  Gaa  for  Steam  fiDfinea,  84  ; — 
GalwarMaUa.ll7a 
Ital7— Confiscation  of  the  Propaganda  Pro- 
perty, 1)84 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries.  aR.  506 
Herobant  Shipping — Pilotage — Port  of  Sligo, 
316 

Fobiio  Works  Loans,  Comm.  «!.  3,  489  ;  add. 

«(.  M9.  098 
SalmOD  Fltberiet  Proteotimi,  804 
Sn^lf — Criminal  Proseentions,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 
Amendt.  88],  891,  894.  8»«.  913,  930, 
067,  958.  950,  1190,  1193,  1203,  1303, 
1209,  1310,  1315,1217 
General  Prisons  Board  in  Ireland,  Ao.  584 
General  Valoation,  Ao.  of  Ireland,  310  ; 

Amendt.  312,  330,  233,  258,  263,  364 
Looai  Gorernment  Board,  dw.  in  Ireland, 
47,  53,  58, 75 
'  Police  in  Counties  and  Boronghs  io  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  4o.  Amendt.  897,  400, 
408,  415.  483 
Pabtk  Works  in  Ireland,  159 
Reeord  Offloe,  Ireland,  109,  303 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  io 

Ireland,  584,  585 
Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  206 
Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  879 
Seieooe  and  Art  Department,  Ac  586  . 

Shannon  navigation  Bill 

(Mr.  CourtiUYf  Mr.  Strbtrt  OUdatont) 
«.  BUI  withdrawn*  Jvi^  30  [BiU  801] 

Sheriff  Court  Houbob  (Scotbuid)  Amend- 
ment Bill         {Th4  Earl  ef  I>alh(mi4) 

t.  HoTOd,  "  That  the  BiU  he  now  read  2*" 
Jut^  33,  3 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  ("now")  add  "this 
day  six  months  ")  ( 77u  Lord  Aiittffer) ;  after 
abort  debate,  on  Question,  That  ("  now  ") 
*0.  r  Oook  94,  Not^k  S6  :  M.  3 ;  r«- 
Mhnd  in  tlw  Mffttiv* 

[omi. 


■aUrijf  Cwrt  BttmiliSmlkmd)  immimmt  JMU 
— eoat. 

Dir.;Lii^  Oont  and  Not-Oont.  8 

HoTod,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  3*  thla  day  six 
months  afier  short  debate,  on  Question  t 
Cont.  39.  Not-Cont.  33  ;  M.  8  ;  reaolvod  in 
the  negatire 

Div.  List,  Cont.  and  Not.Oont.  S 
Read  3>,  after^debate  July  34,  390  (No.  198) 
Comnittee  * ;  Report  Jubi  25 
Read8**^SB 


8x^0,  Mr.  T.,  MtmohMUr 

Armr  (India)--Nortb-West  Frontier— <lnetU, 
1170 

StnUts  Settlements— Riyab  of  Tenom— Crew 
of  the  <*  Nisero,"  661 


Small,  Mr.  J.  F.,  Wexford  Bo. 

Ireland — Questions 

Magiatraer— Mr.  Clifibrd  UoyA,  647 
Fdbr  Law— Eleotion  of  GnardiaM,  Niwr/ 
UdIoo  —-  Illegal  Aetion  of  Retoming 
Offioer,  536 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Seeret  Sootetlet 
— Number  of  Freemasons,  1856 
Maeistratea    (Ireland)    Salaries,   3R.  817: 

Motion  for  Adjournment,  820 
Supply— Criminal  ProsecnUoni,  *o.  i&.Irelul, 
Amendt,  969,  972 
Irish  Land  Commiaslon,  1307 
RegiatratioQ  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  1S86» 
1986 


Smith,  Bight  Hon.  W.  H..  WnMuUr 

BaokropteyAot,  188S— OivU  SerrioaErtimatM, 

UTO 

Law  and  Police  —  Dynamite  Explotlona  at 
Weatminater — CompensaUon,  1159 
Metropolis— Mr.  W.  Q.  Smith's  Watoh, 

1187 

NtTy— Collision  between  Iroa-Clads  in  Baatry 
Bay,  46 

Parliament— Bouse  of  Commons— Vantilation 

of  the  Honae,  1188 
Supply— Relief  of  Oeaeral  Gordcn— Tote  of 

Credit,  1687 


Bhith,  Iit.-OoloneI  Qc.,  TTjfMmi* 

Eari  of  DcTOn'i  Eltatee,  SR.  848 

Great  Western  Ridlwayand  Bristol  udPorti*- 

head  Pi«r  and  Railway  Companlea,  Res.  860 
Uull,  Bamalsiy,  and  West  Riding  JoDetioo 

Railway  and  Dook  (Momt)^:  OoniM* 

1085, 1080, 1087..1041 


Smith,  Mr.  S.,  Livtrpotl 
Army  Estimates- HiierilaMOW  KflNtlfa  Sm> 
Tiees,  719 

Metropolis— Stat*  of  the  StreeU  at  Ntght» 
331.383 

Munioipia   Eleetions  (Omapf^aDd,.llUnl 


SICO 


8IA 


(INDBX  ) 


STO 


Slip 


SmolM  Vviiaiice  Abatemmt  (Metropolis) 

BUI  (  Tk«  Lord  Strathtdm  and  Campbill) 
t.  MoTed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"' 
Jnlif  31,  1129  ;  after  abort  debate,  on  Qam- 
tionf  CoDt.  81,  Not-CoDt.  17  ;  M.  1<  :  re- 
aolred  id  the  affirmative  (No.  109) 

SoLiorroB  General,  The  (Sir  Fabreb 

Hebbohell),  Durham 
labntB,  Comm.  d.  8,  199;  el.  8,  601.  (03; 

add.  tl.  600,  607,  608,  609  ;  Oontid.  add.  tl. 

1019:  Amuidt.  1030. 1033 
Nanl  IMioipltoe  Aet— CUnie  08, 1789 
TH»jj  Estlmat«s— Mftrtial  Lav,  A«.  773,  TTff, 

778,  779.  781 
FarliameDt— Soppt^BnaiiieH  (tf  Um  Hoqm, 

lff89 

Public  Workt  Loani,  Comm.  el.  3,  487 

Rerenue,  4o.  Comm.  cl,  13, 1336 

Sapptr  —  Oommiwionen  of  PoUoe,  Ao.  of 
Doblio.  1813 
Ooanty  ConrtB.  876,  379 
Oriminal  Froseeutiona,  &e.  318 
G«neral  ValoatioD,  £o.  to  Ireland,  313 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  1439 
SD[Mr«me  Coart  of  Judteatgre,  301,  368, 
369,  870 

SnpTome  Court  of  Jadloatore  Ammdment, 
Comm.  a.  1 1.  AmendL  1183, 1488  i  add.  et. 
1434, 1488 

BoxBBSBT,  Duke  of 

Frinta  BiUi(BaUwajri)—NevStudIiig Order, 
Bm.  16 

Sfkakxb,  The  (Bight  Hon.  Arthur  W. 
Pbel),  Warwick 
Oontagioaa  Dlaeaaea  (Aoimala)  A«t»-~OatUe 

Importation  firom  Ireland,  866 
Earl  of  DflTon'a  EaUtea,  2R.  848 
Es7pt  —  Confereaoe,  Mioiaterial  Statement, 
1039 

Madir  Humtn  Waaif.  1183 
InfanU,  Gonaid.  lOU.  1015;  add,  «I.  1030, 

1033,  1030,  1338  ;  3K.  1831 
Ireland — Irbh  Land  Comroisaion  (Sub-Com- 
miaaiooera)— Mr.  J.  M.  Weir,  804 
Und  Law  Act,  1881— Fair  RenU  (Sir  R. 
Wallaoe).  1050 
Law  and  Polioe  (Metropolia)— Beferm  DemoO' 

itration,  48 
llagiatratM  (Ireland)  Salariei,  3R.  837,  838, 
830 

Parliament— SUnding   Orden— Amendnuati, 
1347,  1349 
Supply— Buaineu  of  the  Houao,  1S81, 108S, 

1533,  1039 

FarlUment— Boaineas  ol  th»  Hoow— Com- 
mittee of  Supply— Standing  Order  4S0a, 
Rea.  1868, 1869,  1374, 137S 

Fnblio  Work*  Loana,  Comm.  480, 483 

Stahhopk,  Hon.  E.,  Ltneolm^e,  Mid 

.  Huniidpal   ElaoUons  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Praotioet),  Oonaid.  «l.  18,  Amendt.  460 

Staitofbu],  Kight  Hon.  3.,  ff^/as 

^  Army  Eatimatea — Miacellaoooaa  EffieotiTO  Ser- 
Tisea,  671.  713,  713 


Storst,  Mr.  S.,  8vntUrUi%d 

StraiU  Settlement*— Kitjah  <tf  TaM*— Citv 
of  ibe  "  Niaeio,"  600,  661, 8S8 

5^01^  SeUUmenU—TU  Rajah  of  Tmm 
—Crew  of  the  "  Nitero" 
QACBtiona,  Mr.  Storey,  Hr.  PnlestoD,  Mr. 
Slagg ;  Anawera,  Lord  Edmond  Fitaouaiiaa 
/Wy  88,  660  ;  QoeaUon,  Vb.  Stor^;  An- 
iwtr.  Lord  Edmnui  Fitamanrin  Jvly  3>,8f8 

Strathedkbt  abd  Campbell,  Lord 

Law  and  Poliee  (ICetropolia)— Reform  Daiwn- 

atratioB,  633 
New  Pablio  Offloea— Deeigna  for  tbe  Now  ki- 

miralty  and  War  OfBeea,  ITSi 
Smoke  Noiaanoe  Abatement  (Hrtn^oUa),IB. 

11S9, 1187 

STBATHVAntn,  Lord 

Egypt— The  Porte  and  the  Soudan,  173T 

Streiuall  Common  Bill 

iTktSarlo/MarUp) 

I.  Read  3«  •  JtUy  24  (No.  IM) 

Report  *  Jttly  30 
Committee*;  Report /u^  38 

Bead8*Vt^3i> 

SuBELBT,  Lord 
New  Pobtio  Offioea~Deiigna  for  the  Nnr  U- 

miralty  and  War  OffloeLl844. 1786 
Parilament— Palaee  of  Weatmiiuter-wait- 

miaater  Hall,  637,  638 
Parliament— Private  BUli  (Railmva}— Var 
Standing  Order,  Rm.  IS 
.  WelUoghm  Statue,  619 

8un  Canal,  The 
Obaer?ation>,  Lord  Lamington ;  Reply,  ttA 
Granrille  Jwfy39.889  i  <&eation,SirBdNn 
Peel ;  Answer,  Hr.  Oladatone,  869 

Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.,  WMtmeafh 

Ireland— National  Sehotd  Teacbera,  Rm.  IUS 
Supply — Comnuaaionen  of  National  EdnnaM 

in  Ireland,  1810 
Conatabulary  Foroe  in  Ireland,  1453,  USO 
Criminal  Proaeontiona,      in  Ireland,  907, 

940,950,  1202 
Iriih  Und  Commiasion,  1376,  128i,  1908 

Snmmar7  Jurisdiction  (Repeal,  AeJ  Bill 

iT/u  Lord  ChanMtter) 

U  Read  8«  • /»dy  23  t*'* '*'!L 

0.  Lords  Amendta.  oonaidered,  and,  after  iHn 
debate,  agreed  to  JWIy  SO,  1013 

Snperannnation  ffill 

{Mr.  Serhtrt  OlaiBhmt  Mr.  OwrMir) 
tf.  Read3««J*i^  33  ,  , 

Committee— ft.r.  afUr  abort  debate  M,"' 
477  [Bill  1*6] 

Gommltta**;  Report  Jviv  99 
Conridered*  :  read  8»/iA  SO 


SUP      SUP      (SESSION   1884}      SX7F  TAL 
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aUPPLT 

Tk4  Anrnud  Eiiimatti,  QanUoa,  Sir  Alex- 
ander Gordon ;  Aniwer,  Hr.  Ooartnejr 
Aug  4,  1068 

The  Civil  Service  Ettimatei — The  Foreign 
Ofiee  Vote,  Question,  Lord  Randolph 
OhDnbill ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladatone  Jtdjf  iS, 
869 

Egypt  {Eventt  in  the  Soudan) — Expedition  for 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit. 
QneetioDS,  Lord  Eostaoe  Cecil,  Kr.  W.  E. 
Foreter,  Mr.  Labo'iohere ;  Answers,  The 
Marqneas  of  Hartington ,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitxmaarioe  July  24,  320  ;  Qnestions,  Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot,  Mr.  Joseph  Gowea,  Mr. 
LaboDOhere,  Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir 
Staffonl  Nortboote,  Mr.  Puleston,  Mr.  Kew- 
degate.  Lord  Randolpti  Churohill,  Mr. 
Bonrke,  Mr.  J.  Uwther,  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone, 
The  Cbaooellorofthe  Exobeqneriliy  4. 10d4 

BUPPLT 

ResolotioDl  [Ja\f  21]  reported  July  M,  If  0 
Resolutions  1  to  6,  iDolnsire,  agreed  to 
Reiolntion  8 ;  after  short  debate,  agreed  to 
Remaining  Resolutions  agreed  to 

Considered  in  Committee  July  S3,  47 — Oitil 

SbRTIOI  EsTIHATtS — CuSS     II. — SlUBIBS 

am  ExFiHsaa  or  Citil  DKFiRtinMXS,  Votes 
•7  to  80 

Beeolutions  reported  July  34,  480 
"Fivti  and  Third  Kesolotiooa  agreed  to 
Second  ResoloUon  postponed 

Considered  in  Committee /ut^  33, 199— Civil 
Sbbtioi  Estdutxs— Club  II. — SjuuRns 
i»D  ExFiNiEH  or  Citil  Dbpabthbrts,  Votes 
40  to  43;  Clam  111.— Law  aav  Jmnoi— 
Votes  1  and  3 

ReaolutioDS  reported  July  34 

Considered  in  Committee /iffy  34,  343 — Citil 
Sbbtiob  EaniuiBS— Clau  III.~Law  jun> 
JostiOBi  Votes  8  to  18 

Reiolatioiii  reported  July  36 

Considered  in  Committee  July  3S,  S89— Citil 
SiBTioi  EsinuTxs — Club  III. — Law  axo 
Jdstiox,  Votes  14  to  19,  31,  33,  25,  and 
33  ;  Club  IV. — EDucAnoa,  Soibrob,  uid 
A«i,  Vote  3 

Resolutions  reported  July  38 

Considered  in  Committee  July  38,  671 — Abut 
EsTDtAXBS,  Votes  15  to  80 ;  Natt  Esti- 
HATBs.  Votes  13  to  17 

Resolutions  reported  July  30 

Considered  in  Committee  July  30,  876 — CiriL 

SXBTIOI  EflTIHATBS — ClaSS  III. — LaW  AMD 

JusTiOB,  Votes  24  and  30  ;  Committee — b.f. 

Considered  in  Committee  July  30,  lOffO — Citu. 
Sbetiob  Esttuatss  —  Clam  V. — Fosbim 
AHD  Colonial  Sx^tiobs,  Vote  7 

Resolution  reported  July  81 

Considered  in  Committee /uly  31, 1190— Cjtu 
SxBTiox  EsTiiiATBs— Class  III. — Law  ahd 
JoBTiOB,  Votes  30,  33, 34,  36,  and  38 

Resolutions  reported  Aug  1 

Considered  la  Ooramitteo  Aug  1,  lilS— Ctm 
Sbbtiob  EBtnUTis— Clabb  III.— Lawahs 
JusiicB,  Vutei  37,  30,Bad  31 :  Class  IV.— 
EouoAXioir,  SowMf  AX»  ABTf  Vote*  i  to  7 

[«0«t 


Resolotions  reported  Aug  8, 1689 
First  and  Second  Resolutions  postponed 
Third  ResolutioD  agreed  to 
Fourth  Resolution  ;  after  debate,  ngreed  to 
Snbseqnent  ResolutionB  agreed  to 
Postponed  Resolutions  considered  Aug  4, 
1710 ;  after  short  debate,  agreed  to 
Oonriderad  fn  OommlttM  Aug  3, 1188— Oitil 
Sbbtici  Estdiatbs — Class  IIL— Law  abs 
JusnoB,  Vote  39 
Resolution  reported  Aug  7 

Considered  in  Committee  Aug  4, 1688— Citil 
6bbtiob  EeTiHATBS— Class  V. — Foksiow 
AND  CoLOMiAL  Sbbticbs,  Votes  1  to  6,  8 
and  9  ;  Class  IV. — Educatioit,  Sciinoi, 
AND  Abt,  Votes  3,  3,  6  to  13,  18a,  I6,andlT 
Resolutions  reported  Aug  ff,  1800 
Third  and  Sixth  Resolutions  postponed 
Other  Thirteen  Resolations  agreed  to 

Considered  in  Committee  Aug  5, 1767 — B>- 
LiBF  OF  Obnebal  G«sdoh  (Vots  ofOudit}, 
£800,000 ;  Crrn,  Sbbticb  Estihatbs  — 
Class  IV. — Education,  Scibncb,  and  Abt, 
Votes  14,  IS,  and  19;  Class  VI.— Non- 
Effbctitb  and  Gharitablb  Sbktiobs, 
Votes  1  to  0  and  9a ;  Class  VIL— Mibobl^ 
lakbocb,  Votes  1  and  3 

Resolations  reported  Ai^  7 

Sapreme  Court  of  JudieatoM  Amend- 
ment Bill  t^-i-] 

{Mr.  Herbert  QMktom) 
e.  Read       Julu  34  [BUI  307] 

Read  9** 38 
Committoe— B.F.  July  39,  1018 
Committee  ;  Report  Aug  1,  1433 
Bill  re-oommitted  ;  Committee  ;  Report ;  Con- 
sidered ;  read  3«  Aug  4,  1714 

8i^r$m$  Court  of  Judicature  (Chanc4rg 

Sxaminer*'  OfflM  [Con^mtation'l 
e.  Resoiatioo  considered  in  Oommittee,aadagr«ed 
to  Ai^  1,  1436 
EtesolutiOB  reported  Aug  4 

8wii9»rUmd—Th»  "  8ahaUom»U" 
Qoestioa,  Sir  Robwt  Peel ;  Aoswer,  Lwd 
Ednumd  Fitxmanrioe  July  81, 1175 

Stnait,  Mr.  E.  J.,  2Am$riek  C6, 

Ireland— Questions 

Law  and  Juatiee— Glin  Pettj  Sessiooi— 

Case  of  Daniel  M'Co/,  1668 
PreTentioit  of  Orlmo  Aok,  1883— Extnt 

Polieo  at  Limerieli,  862 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Dr.  Madi([BD, 

Medical  Officer,  1660 
Supply — Irish  Land  Commission,  1868 

jPoliee  in  Gonntiea  and  Boroughs  la  Eof- 

land  and  Wales,  Ao.  418 

TlXBOT,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  Univenitp 
Education    Department  —  Otm-  Presiore  ia 
Board  Sobools,  1869 
Sebool  AeoomnodaUMi,  1S67 
)E87Pti  Defence  of— Expenses- Supplementary 
Estimate,  001  t  /-^^rsl^> 

Sapplf— NatiOMa  G»lftSi;H'li8^*J'-*yi^ 


TEA, 


KRE 


{INDEX] 
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THE 


TBE 


Teachers'  Besidencei  (Irelaod)  Bill 

[Coloful  CtUhurtt,  Coluul  2Mm,  Mr.  Moori, 
Mr.lUMmM  DiektOH) 
ft  Oommittea • :  lUiMrt ;  iwd S^Jtdy  M  IBUl 288] 
l  RMd  1'  •  iLcrd  FitzOerald)  My  36  (Xo.  314) 
Read  2' •/Wy  28 
CommittM  •  ;  Report  Jufy  39 
R«sd  S>  •  Julji  81 

Thobhhiix,  Ur.  T.,  8u0iik,  W. 

Annj  (India}— <taftrt«niiMtani,  ISTO 

THimLOv,  Lord 

LiUMtnre,  Soisnoe,  and  AH— ITattoiul  For- 
trait  GaUerr,  856 

T0HLIH8ON,  Mr.  W.  E.  If.,  PruioH 

Ciril  SwTanU  of  tiw  CrowB— Sir  Wailam 

GnrdoB,  1171 
nail,  Ban»l«7,  and  Wstt  Riding  JonoUon 

Railwaj  and  Doek  (Uonty),  Ooniid.  SR. 

1048 

Inhntt,  Comm.  Motion  for  roporting  ProgroM, 
191 :  a.  S,  190 ;  Conrid.  Amendt.  1015 ; 
aM.  eL  1020 ;  AmMidt.  1028.  1025.  1036. 
1828, 1899,  1880 
Muiolpal  ElMtioM  (Corrapt  and  niogsl  Pra« 

tioM)>  Cooud.  el.  7,  451 
Parliament— Distribation  of  tho  Statatoi  to 

Hombtra,  1171 
Snpslr— Learned  SocEetieo,  Aa.  U81 
National  Gallerr,  1434,  1430 
National  Portrait  Qallery,  1480 
Snpreme  Ooort  of  Jodieatore,  869,  868 
Snprome  Gonrt  of  Jndioatoro  AmendnMnt, 
Comm.  «f.  tl,  1488  :  tOA,  H.  1488 

ToTTBHHAH.  Mt.  A.  L..  Zntrtm 
Armr— Oarriioa  of  DabUa,  1168 

IVwb  and  CommerM—  CommtreUl  A^th- 
mmtt  with  Foreign  Countriet 
QnoitioD,  ObMrvatione.  The  Earl  of  Har- 
rowb7 ;  Ropl;,  Earl  GnuiTiUo  /u^  81, 1146 

Tnunways  (Ireland}  FroTiaional  Order 

Bill       (  Tht  Lord  OarrtngtM) 
i.  Committee  July  34,  281  (No.  J68) 

Boport*  July  38  (^o.  211) 

It«ad8**/iily81 

Tramwaje  (Ireland)  Frorisional  Orders 

(Ho,  2)  Bill      (TULori  Carrii^ion) 
I.  Committee  •  Julv  24  (No.  144) 

Ropwrt  *  /utv  38 
BmhI  8>  •  July  81 


Treaty  of  Berlin— Article  U—The  Jew 
in  Roumania 
QooiUon,  Baron  Qenrj  De  Wormi  ;  Anawer. 
Lord  EdnOBd  Fttsmanrioo  Auf  i,  1574 


Tbietieltaw,  Et.  Hon.  G.  0.  (Ohiof  So- 
cretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland),  Hawick,  ^e. 
Committee  of  Poblio  Aocoante,  616 
Ireland— Qnestioni 

Arreare  of  Rent  Aot,  18S1— Colonel  IHxbj, 

J.P.,  324  :-^amei  Farreil,  3* 
Contapooa  DiMaeesX  Animali)  Acta— Catlk 

Inipeotor,  Kilmaothomaa  Union,  825 
County  Com— Mr.  DovUng,  CappawhiU, 
640 

Emigration— The  Tnko  Emigiatioa  Fond, 
658,659 

Eriotiona— Baronj  of  Oastlea,  Co.  Li*»- 

riok,  643 

Fiaber7  Lan— Olwk  and  Inipeatv  af 

SalmM  Fiaharioi.  BallrahuuHM,  806 
Grand  Juy  Aot— CoUootion  of  Oou^Om. 

Go.  Sort,  644 
Induatrial  Seboola,  300 ;— Nnmbar  of  CUt 
dr«n  Chargeable  to  Corporation  of  Cod, 
868 Tipperair    Grand   J«T,  Soott 
Riding,  857 
Laboorore*  Act,  1888— Balljmana  Boudaf 

Goardiaos,  311,  313 
Land  Uw  Act,  1881— Clauae  19— LoiM 

for  Labenrera'  CotUgoa,  862,  1364 
Law  and  Polieo— Arroat  of  Mr.  Chuot, 
861.  862.  863,  864,  1183  ;— ffaterW 
Co.  660 

Local  OoTemment  Board— Mr.  J.D.  BHiot^ 
EUte  Collector  for  the  BUokroek  Tm- 
abip  CommiaaioDon.  841 
Moner  Retnmod  Through  tiie  Peat,  495 
Oimnge  Procoaaiona— 12th  of  Jalf  CeMn- 
tiosa- Orange  Areh  at  Glenarm,  4>fi 
854,  865 

Pnblio  Health- MalliogarG8ardlau,llTl; 
— ProteaUnt  Epiaeopal  Orarajin  at 
Dromore,  646 
Queen'a  College,  Galway— Mr.  Ctann 
Geiaaler.  Pro&aaor  of  Modnv  Langiig(*i 
1850  ,  , 

Reformatory  and  Indaatrial  Sohoola— »• 
dnatrial  Seboola,  Limoriok- Surchargea, 
1864 

Roada  and   Bridges— Dromberiff  find|^ 
Co.  Leitrim,  649  ^ 
Royal  Uniroraity,  33 ;— SoatontatioB  rana. 

1163  , 
Towao  ImproToment  Aot  —  Fiaei  w 

Drnakennoaa,  813 
Union  Rating,  837 
Ireland— Crime  and  Ootrago- QoeaUona 
AtUok  on  the  Realdant  Magiitcato,  »• 
Sligo,  322  ,,, 
Attack  on  the  SaiTation  Army  at  OooUMUi 
Co.  Cafan,  1863  . 
Maiming  Horaea— Carriokmaoroaa  Fraaeai- 
ment  Seaaions,  1157  .  . 

Orangemea  and  Roman  Catbolioa-nn'5 
Into  a  Train,  854 

Ireland— Irtah  tiand 

Fair  Ranta-Glebe  Lasda  at  Dniwr<»»  »• 


Armagh,  865,  1174  „  ^ 

Und  ValiiaUon  -  CoHtiia  Oawi  «»* 
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TssTSLTui,  Right  Hon.  G.  O.—eont. 

Inlaad — Iriah  Land  CommUaioD  (Snb-Com- 
missioneri)  —Questions 
Mr.  J.  H.  Weir,  304 
SittiM  at  Tuam,  35 

Sub-C&mmission  (No,  8) — Lay  Commls- 
•ionera  Kt  Monaghan,  863 
Inland — Law  and  Justioe — QueaUona 

Dublin  Scandals.  658  ;— Mr.  Boyle,  J.P., 
1353 

Djing  Declarations — Brothers  Delahuntjr, 
13fi3 

John  Donogbne,  a  Lanatto,  38,  80 

MagherafeU  f  risonora,  636 

Petty  Sessions  Coart  at  OasUewellan,  Oo. 
Down,  640 

Tubbercurrj  Prisoners,  £37.  038 
Ireland — Magistracy — Questions 

Ennia  Quarter  Seaaions,  Mr.  C.  Kelly, 
Q.C.,  Chairman.  634.  1303 

Eildjriart  Petty  Seasiona,  Oo.  Clara.  616 

King's  Co.  and  Cp.  I'ipperary,  1803 

Mngistrates  Salariea,  870 

Mr.  ClifTord  Lloyd,  647 

Rer.  J.  B.  Frith.  86,  37 

Waterford  Co.  1 1 67 
Ireland— National  Education,  4S7.  488 

Case  of  Mrs.  Crsig — Sligo  Model  Soboola, 
1168 

Ireland— Peace  PreHrvation  Aot.  1881 — Police 

Hat  at  Ratbgomiao.  1040, 1394,  13SS 
Ireland — Poor  Law — Questions 

Collector  of  Poor  Hates—  Radikeale  Union, 

Co.  Limoriok,  667 
Dr.  Calasban,  Medical  Attendant,  Nenagh 

Union  Dispensary,  299 
Ely  Dispensary,  Derrygonnolly— Use  of 

Batlding  for  Party  Purposes,  680 
Mr.  R.  Uoore— Clerk  of  Inaiahowen  Unioo, 
Co.  Donegal,  601 

Ireland — Poor  Law — Eleotion  of  Goanllaas — 

Qaeations 
Bandon  Union,  602 
Carlow  Union,  1103,  1104 
Carmeen  Division,  CootehUl  Union — The 

Inqpiry.  801,  800,  806 
Edenderry  Union,  King's  Co.,  303,  808 
Kerry  Union— 111^^  AoUoa  of  Kefaunlng 

Officer,  087 
Ireland—PreTontton  of  Crime  Ae^  1868— 

Qaestions 
Estra  VoliM,  1360 
Extra  Poltee  at  Limerick,  608 
Extra  Police,  Co.  Tyrone,  638 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Questions 
Licensed  Trades  of  Killeshandra,  300 
Nambers,  870 

Promotions — Sab  •  Inspeotor  James  Bills 

French,  40 
Secret  Societies — Namber  of  Freemasons, 

1306 

Sergeant  Corbett,  1101 
Ireland,  SUt«  of— Orangemen  at  Lisbam,  644, 
640 

Ireland— National  School  Teaehers,  Res.  1387, 
18B4. 1899 

Snpply— Ooromisaioners  of  Polloe,  Ae.  of  Dub- 
lin, 1311,  1817,  1318. 1333 
Constabulary  Force  In  Ireland.  1460,  14819, 
1480,    1490,    1401,  1493.  1490.  1490, 
1408,  1409,  160).  1603. 1009,  10U 
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TsBTSLTiii,  Right  Hon.  G.  0.—eofU. 

Court  of  Bankmptcy,  Ireland,  1218 
Criminal  Proa^ontiona.  d^o.  in  Ireland,  890, 

891,  893,  894, 8U6.  900,  931,  076,  977, 

1198.  1199,  1SA8,  1209,  1210,  1213 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1242,  1307,  1309, 
.     1303.  1307 
Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 

49,  51,  05,  07,  08,  92,  96,  101,  140,  146 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1414 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Sohools  in  Iro* 

land.  680,  1418 
Registrar  Oenerara  OOoe  In  Ireland,  306 
Reglstnitimi  of  Deeds  in  IreUnt^  880,  881 


TBxnto,  Lord 

Smoke  Nuisanoe  Abatement  (Metropolis),  SR. 
1137 


TnutS  (Scotland)  Bill    {The  Ura  Advoeatt, 

Mr.  Solieitor  Cfeneral  for  Scotland) 

e.  Conaidered*  ;  read  3°  July  33       [Bill  370] 
I.  Retdl**(E.o/Dalkouni)JuljfH  (No.309) 

Read  2'  •  July  28 

Committee  *  July  81 

Report*  Jti^  I 

Read  S**  Aug  6 


Turnpike  Acts  Continaaace  Bill 

{Th»  Lord  Carrii^tim) 

I.  Read  I**  July  33  (No. 806) 

Read  3«*  July  91 
Committee*;  Report .Ai^l 
Read  S^'.Aii^ff 


Tn;BB,  Sir  H.  W.,  Hartoiek 

Defences  of  the  Empire — Coaling  Stations,  d^o. 
1740 

E^pt  (Military  Operations} — Report  of  the 

Bombardment  of  Alexandria,  1741 
Overhead  Telempb  and  Telephone  Wires,  316 
Supply — Belief  of  General  Gordoo— Vote  of 
Credit,  1794 

Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation 

BiU  (Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Serbert  OladaUmt 

e.  Read  S«  July  38.  377  [Bill  344] 

Order  for  Committee  read,  and  discharged 
July  34,  843;  Bill  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  Five  Members.  Three  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Uoote  and  Two  by  tbe 
Committee  of  SolcctEon 
Select  Committee  nominated  Jvfy  38  ;  List  of 

the  Committee.  836 
Report  of  Seleot  Comm.  Jafy  SI 

Uktm'  Cttml  and  3\froM  NmigaUon  \_Co*i 

t.  Oonsiderod  in  <»mmitte«  Jaly  80,  090 
Moved,  *'  That  It  Is  expedient  to  authorise  Uie 
payment,  oot  of  moneys  to  be  provided  hj 
Parliament,  of  the  Coats  of  Repairs  of  the 
Canals,  which  may  become  payable  nnder 
tbe  provisions  of  any  Act  of  Abopresent 
Session  to  transfer  thSiiMsttfbqinalGbOmC 

3  T  [toBt 
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WAL 


WAS 


VUltr  CmmI  and  TfroM  JBnlfirtiwi  [CM  ^ 

A«p«r#}— «ODt. 

Tjronfl  NavIgNtion  to  tht  L««n  Nkrigation 
Oo(np«D7 : "  ftftcr  ^rt  «b«t«,  QbmUoii 
put,  M)d  agreed  to 
Rm.  reported  Jviljf  98 

VacdmUilt  Act,  1867 — ^JS^Ami  Board 
of  Ouardiant 
<latttivn,  Mr.  Bopwood ;  Antwer,  Mr.  George 
RmmU  Jml^  n,  iO 

VkceituaioH  A«U^Ca»$  of  th»  JUv.  W. 
K$ay,  Oroat  Tarmouih 
<teeetioe,  Mr.  Uopwood  ;  kmamtr,  Mr.  Oeerge 
RvneU  Avg  1, 18S5 
[See  titie  £mM] 

VivzAK,  Sir  H.  HuBsejf  6l(morgan»\ir» 
MelroM^  (ThMaet  OroHian)— Bridge  at 
Uttle  Tower  Hill,  491 

Walkkb,  Mr.  8.  (SoHoitor  General  tat 
Ireland),  Loniondm^  Co* 
Ireland—  (^aeet  ioni 

AttOTMTB  and  Soliottore  Act,  18M — Ur. 

Robert  D.  O'Brien,  6Sfi 
Bridget  —  Dnitnheriff  Bridge  —  Coaatiea 

Leitrim  and  Roscommon,  ITiS 
ConmiMionen  of  National  Edneatioo— 

Stewardetown  National  School,  IffffO 
Land  Law  Act,  1881— Fair  Renta  (Sir 

Richard  Wallaoe),  im 
National  School,  Belfast  —  Use  of  the 

School -room  for  Part;  PurpoMs,  1T88 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act,  1882— I'atriek 

Fanj— Conpesaation  Monej,  LM5, 1506 
RegiitrattoD  of  Votera  — New  Bevi^ 

Ceart.  Monaghan,  1&83 
SUte-aided  Emigmtion.  1S73 
Soadaj  Cloaing — Arretta  for  Drunkeaneu, 

Ac.  IffW 

Town*  Improrement  Act — Ennis  Town 

Comniiaionen,  846 
VUt  of  the  Lord  Uaatenaat  to  BeUut— 

Diaplajr  oTFlaga,  1M6 

Irelaad— Law  and  Joatiee— Qneatlooa 
Croaamaglwi  Priaonen,  1744 
Daniel  Mahony,  1571 

Glin  Pettr  Sesaioaa— Gate  of  Daniel  M-Co7, 
1550 

Mr.  0.  Bolton,  a  Bankrupt,  1575 
Tabbereurry  Priaoneni,  533 
Tyrone  AssiMS— "  <iaeen  v.  Beattj,"  1561 
Ireland— Magiatraor—  (^nealiona 

Mr.  John  M'Mahon,  of  Ballybay,  Co. 

Monaghan,  1743 
Mr.  Tipping,  J.  P.  1745 
ReT.J.B.  Frith,  37,38 
Ireland — Poor  Law — Ely  Diapenaarj — Uae  of 

Bnilding  for  Party  Porpooea,  1^6 
Ireland— Poor  Taw— EleeUon  of  Gaardiani— 
QaeatiooB 
Baltin^aaa  Uniott,  1567 
Carmeea  Difision — Cootehill  Union — Id* 

qniry— Mr.  V.  Montgomery,  J.P.  1714 
Edenderry  Union,  King*t  Oonnty,  8M 

iom. 


WlLEBB,  Hr.  8.— 0Mlf, 

Ireland— Royal  Iriab  OenatabolavT — QaeatioM 
Oonatable  Bernard  King,  1579 
GonaUUe  Irwin.  1741,  1749 
Dr.  Hadigan.  HediMl  Oaoar,  IMO 
Snpply— Commiauonera  of  Nadnal  EJaeatim 
in  IreUnd,  1893 
Criminal  Proaocoliona,  he.  in  Iraiaad,  891, 

933,  086, 946,  949,  968,  979 
General  Valaation,  he.  of  IrelanJ,  SB8, 

951.  953, 953,  954,  265 
Irish  Land  CoBUBladoa.  1898 
Looal  OoremmeDt  Board,4te.*fn  Irdaad,  198 
Prisona,  Ireland,  1415 
Report,  1710 

Saparannaation  and  Retired  Allowaaeei  ta 
Pereona  formerly  Eapbywd  In  Um  PaUie 

Service,  1886 

Waijjiob,  Sir  B.,  Zw&tm 

Ireland— Land  Uw  Aot,  1881— Fair  Raeto 
(Sir  Riohard  Wallaoe),  1565 

Wabtov,  Mr.  0.  N.,  Briiport 

Anny  Ettimatea— BfiaoeUaoeotM  EflbeUn  Sen 

Tieea,  710 

Bristol  CorporalioD  (Docki  ParohaM),  SB. 

Amendt.  841,  847 
Bnrgb  Poliee  and  IleaUb  (Seotland),  Cena. 

988 

Corrupt  Praetioes  (Satpennon  of  Eloetient^ 

3R.  1710  :  Amendt.  1713 
East  Indixn  Unclaimed  Stocka,  2R.  1337 
Great  Western  Railway  and  Bristol  and  Por- 
tiibend  Pier  and  Railway  Oompaniea,  Raa. 
Amendt.  840 
Inbnts.  Comm.  193  ;  d.  3,  195, 196.197,599. 
800:  el.  4,  ib.;  el.  8,  603;  a(id.et.«Oi: 
Motion  for  reporting  Progreia,  668.  614; 
Oonaid.  10)4,  1018  ;  mid.  H  1918^  1631: 
W.  3.  Amendt.  1095,  1898, 18S0  ;  HBl  1381 
Ireland — Qaeations 

Education  Department— Mrt.  Craif— Sligo 

Mode)  Sehoola.  1168 
Iriab  Land  Oottniarioa— Vair  RMts— 
61^  Landi  M  Dmnwreak  0«b  krmaA, 
1174 

Sunday  Closing —Arraata  far  DrukflUMM, 

dw.  1565 

Law  and  Police  (Metropelta)— The  ReTocn 

DemonatntHoa,  43,  899,  499 
Magistrataa  (Ireland)  Salariaa,  9R^  804 
Metropolitan     A^Ibbw    Baiad  (Borrowing 

Powers),  SR.  836 
Mnnieipal  Eleotioaa{Coniipiaad  Iltegml  Prme- 
tices),GoDsid.  odd  cf.  437;  eJ-  3,  Anmndt 
438;  cl.  4,  Amendt.  440.  411.  443,  448,144  : 
el.  5,  Amendt.  ib.,  449,  453  :      7.  Amendt. 
ib.  ',  el.   10,  Amendt.   154.  155;    eL  13, 
Amend!,  ib.  ;  el.  IS,  AaundL  656;  ci.  16, 
Amendt.  ii.-,  el.  19.  Amendt.  164;  d.  96. 
Amendt.  465 ;  el.  31,  Amendt.  U.;  el94, 
Amendt.  466,  467 ;  el.  85,  Amendt.  ib. ; 
el.  37,  Amendt.  166,  469 
Nary  Ettimatet— Martial  Law,  Ae.  7T8,  77* 
Parliament— PaUio  BUla— UnprinUd  BOli^ 
1413 

Peblie  Basinesa- PreeadnM  — Iloue  of 
Lord!  BiUs,  533,  535 

lomu 
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Wabtoit,  Mr.  0.  N. — eeM. 

Hurliamant — Baainns  of  the  Houm— Commit- 
tee of  Snppir— Stndinr  Order  4S0a,  Rei. 

1S71 

Proeeeotlon  of  Ofllroeei.  3R.  897 
Pnblie  Worke  Loans,  Comm.  et.  8,  48T 
ReTflnae,  4o.  SR.  097  ;  Amendt.  508  ;  Comm. 

18,  1826  :  Amendt.  1326  ;  el.  IS,  ib 
RojkI  Conrti  of  Justice,  Comm.  Amendt.  476 

Sale  of  Intoxioating  Liquor*  00  Sunday  (Wales) 

Act— Operation  .of  ttie  Aot,  300 
Sarin;  Banks  Acts  Amendment,  2R.  189 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Repeal,  Ao.),  Lonti 

Amendti.  Consid.  1018 
SuiHpljr— British  Museum,  1708 

Broadmoor  Criminal  Lnnatio  Aajlom,  541 
CoDSular  Services,  1708 
County  Courts,  878 
Cyprus,  Grant-in-aid,  1708 
General  Valuation,  Ac.  of  Ireland,  236, 
230 

Local  Goremmeut  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
107 

National  Gallery,  1483,  1434:  Motion  for 

reporting  Progress,  1420 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  Motion  for  re- 

pertinff  Profcren,  1489 
Orange  RlTer  Territory.  10S7 
Public  Prosecutor's  Ofllce.  276 
PuWio  Works  in  Irelnnd,  171.  190 
Rerormatorr  and  Industrial  Sehoolt,  Great 

Britain,  £39 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Sohools  in 

Ireland,  1480 
Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  1888. 

1239 

Report,  Amendt.  1039 

Seienoe  and  Art  Department,  Ao.  Motion 

for  reporting  Frogess,  086,  087 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances 
to  Persona  formerly  Employed  in  tlie 
Pablio  Service,  dco.  1881 
Snpmno  Ooart  of  Jadleatnre,  809 
Tranrit  of  Ventu,  I7O8 
Sopreme  Coort  of  Judicature  Amendment, 

Comm.  «/.  10.  1488 ;  add.  el.  1434,  1480 
Torfcahlre  Rwiskrlei,  Lwda  Ameodts.  Gonsld. 
1714 


Wateafobd,  Maiqaeas  of 
Cholem  Hos^tels  (Inland),  Oomm.  1144 
Landed  Eatataa  (Ireland),  Motion  for  Returns, 

621 

Oyster  Cultivation  (Ireland).  SR.  7.  8 
Poor  U«  GuardiMU  (Mand),  SR.  286,  391, 
998,398 

WatenrorkB  Eatmg  Bill 

(Jfr.  Dodda,  Mr.  JBarran,  Jfr.  Jaekton,  Mr. 

NwtheoU^  Mr.  (Mdinffton) 
«.  Bill  withdrawn  •  /iffy  80  [Bill  15S1 

Vaterworki  Bating  (Scotland)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Bmderton,  Mr.  Bwhawm,  Dr.  Cameron, 

D,\  Wtbtifr,  Admiral  Sir  John  Say) 
e.  BiU  withdrawn  •  JUy  80  [BiU  197] 


Watkiw,  Sir  E.  W.,  ff^tht 

Army  Estimates — Misoellaaeous  Effective  Ser- 
viees,  688 

Parliament — Standing  Orders — Amendments, 

1846, 1847t 1348,  1849. 1800 
Parliamentary  Eleotioni— New  Register,  1780 
Supply -.Criminal  Proteoations,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 

1807 

Waitoh,  Mr.  E.,  CoeUrmouth 

Bankruptoy  Act.  1688— Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates, 1169 
Snpply— Supreme  Court  of  Jadloatore,  866 

WAYa  AUD  MEANS {Qm»ti»n») 
Inkmd  R0ven*teI>epartmwt--lAghtSeMreimt 
and  Bid/-Sovtr«ifffU,  Q,tiestioni,  Sir  EarAey 
Wilmot ;  Answers.  Hr.  Courtney  /u/tf  89, 

806 

Inland  Revenue —  The  Income  Tax — Amku- 
ment$  under  SeheduU  D,  Question,  Mr. 
Loahjr;  Answer,  Mr.  Oonrtney  Jiify  81. 1180 

Wajft  and  Meant— InUni  Stwtnts — Cor- 
riaffe  Tax 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Jul}/  90,  To 
leave  out  from  "  That,"  add  "  the  Taxes  on 
Carriages  are  exceptional  in  their  character, 
and  injurious  to  trade,  and  should  therefore 
be  abolished "  {Lord  Algtnun  Percy)  v.. 
605  t  <tneation  proposed.  Thai  the  words, 
*«. ; "  after  short  debate,  Qoeation  put ; 
A.  98,  N.  88  :  M.  56  (D.  L.  188) 

Wbbstkr,  Mr.  J.,  Aitrdmt 
BarA  Polios  and  Health  (Seotland),  Comm. 
981 

JFelKttfftoH  Statmt,  The 
Question,  Observations,  Lord  Denmao  ;  Reply, 
Lord  Sudeley  /uty  28,  613 ;  Question,  Sir 
Robert  Peel;  Anawer,  Hr.  Shaw  Lefom 
Aiig  4, 1676 

WsKYss,  Earl  of 

Army— Ordnance  Department— New  Small- 
bore RiBes,  614.  617 

Canal  Boats  Aot  (1877)  Amendment,  3R,  620  ; 
Comm.  1139  ;  el.  4.  Amendt.  1141 

New  Pablio  Offloes— Designs  for  the  New  Ad- 
miralty and  War  Offloes.  1848. 1845, 1787 

Repreeentatlon  of  the  People  Bill  and  RadlB- 
tribation,  1786 

Sheriff  Court  Honsei  (Sootlaod)  AmMidment, 
2R.396 

Standing  Orders — Labonring  Clan  Dwdlings. 

Motion  for  Printing.  280 
Trade  and  Oommeroe — Oommereial  Agreo- 

ments  with  Foreign  Conntriea,  1149 

WsHLDOE,  Lord 
TatksUn  Begiitrka,  Comm.  el.  87*  620 

"West,  Mr.  H.  W.,  Ipmieh 
Supply— Coniity  Courts.  871  t 
Criminal  Prowo«tni»i  ^ilUl^iXgBlB 
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Wiut  India  I$ltmd»—ConM  •/  «  CM»-  :  ^fumn.  Sir  J.  E.-«iil. 

ni»t  OffieUl  IrriuHl— ManahotarM  and  Indutriw,  501 

Qnetllons,  Mr.   O'Donnall ;    Aanran,  Mr.  j    Way*  and  M*»i«— Inland  R«totm  Depfcrtmeofc 
Ewlyn  Aihl97  July  91,  117«  I       —Light  Sovmigna  and  Half-Sowr«jM,  SAS 


Whitlet,  Mr.  E.,  Liverpool 
Army  Eitinatet— War  Offiw,  739 
Inlaad  Revenue— CuTiag«  Tax,  Rsl  5S3 
Merchant  Shipping— The  "  ConwlaUon,"  1169 
Manioipal   Sections   (Oormpt   and  Illegal 

Pmati«ei),  Conaid.  d.  6,  446,  459 
Parliament— BoeioeM  of  the  Hou*,  41 
Revenne.  Ao.  2R.  597 
Sapply— Coniolar  Serrtoee,  1701 
Snpreme  Ooort  of  Jndioatare  AnwndBMnt, 

Gomn. «!.  11,  149t,  1483 ;  «U.  d.  it. 

WiLLiAjfsoir,  Mr.  S.,  8i.  Andrew*,  ^0. 
Sopplf—Oenml  Valnation,  4o.  of  Ireland,  250 

Wiujs,  Mr.  W.,  CoUhettor 
Parliament — The  lIooM  of  Lorda'and  the  Ko- 

preeenUtioo  of  the  People  Bili/070 
Snwlj— Polieo  in  OoantiM  and  Bonmgha,  dw). 
417 

Reller  of  QoDfml  Gordon— 7ot*  of  Credit, 
1791 

WiLMOT,  Sir  J.  E.,  Warwiekihiro,  8. 
Anof  (India)— Qeoeret  Liat  of  Indian  Offleeri, 
648 


WnnuALBiOH,  Lord 

PriTate  Billa  { Railwa/e)— K*v  Studing  Order, 
Bei.  Amendi.  IS 

WoDEHOvsB,  lb.  E.  B.,  Bath 

Gibraltar  and  Speift— ExpoUwi  of  Spa^di 

Sabjaeti,  389 
Snpply— Orange  River  Tettttory,  Ao.  1074 

Worn,  Sir  H.  D.,  Porimou^ 
EgTpt— CoofcTMioe,  840;  UalMaial  State- 
mnt,  1704, 1707 

Wthdhax.  Hon.  8.  P.,  Cumitrland,  W. 
Sepplj— Peliee  ia  Ooontiee  and  Bonrart^  *e. 
431 

Torkihire  RefcistrioB  Bill 

{Th«  Lord  JTmIocIc) 

L  Committ«o7ti/ySS.OM  (No.  199) 

Report*  Jti^  99  (No.  S19) 

Read  S"  >  Jutf  81  (No.  380) 

0.  Lorda  Amendto.  oonaidered,  and'  acreed  to 
^11^4,1714 


END  OP  VOLUME  00X01.,  AND  EIOHTH  VOLUME  OF 
SESSION  1884. 
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